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PREFACE The Larousse English Dictionary is an entirely new refer¬ 

ence work, written for people around the world who are 

not just learning English but using it in their everyday lives. 

For our users, English is a communication tool to be used 

during work or leisure - for studying, talking or writing to business 

contacts, reading newspaper articles or fiction, or attending confer¬ 

ences. 

This is the first dictionary to recognize that non-native speakers who 

deal with English in their daily lives need access to a sophisticated 

range of practical and up-to-date vocabulary, including terms from 

business, politics, science and technology, literature, and journalism. 

Recognizing the importance of understanding the culture of a country, 

the word list also includes a wide range of cultural terms and encyclo¬ 

pedic entries for people and places. Key cultural and historical infor¬ 

mation is presented in easy-to-read boxed notes. 

A special feature of the dictionary are the sense markers, which have 

two uses: they guide the user quickly to a particular meaning, and they 

give a summary of the typical contexts a word or sense is used in. 

An international team of editors in the USA, Britain, and Australia has 

worked on the dictionary to ensure authentic coverage of World 

English. Thousands of example sentences have been included, collect¬ 

ed from international sources and carefully selected to reflect the prac¬ 

tical and linguistic needs of the non-native speaker. 

Together these features offer the user of the Larousse English 

Dictionary the best of both worlds: access to a wide range of vocab¬ 

ulary, combined with the user-friendly presentation of a learner's 

dictionary. 



VI 

' USING THIS DICTIONARY 

__encyclopedic 
| information 

Netherlands [‘neSanandz]: the Netherlands a on places 
country in western Europe, on the North Sea * 
between Belgium and Germany. Size: 34,000 
sq kms. Population: 15,200,000 (Dutch). Capital: 

Amsterdam. Administrative capital: The Hague. 
Language: Dutch. Currency: guilder. 

information on usage- NOTE: The name the Netherlands is used only 
in official contexts; otherwise the country is 

called Holland. 

guide words show 
typical usage of word 

and help to identify 
meanings 

neutral ['niu:tral] 0 adj -1. [country, person, posi- 
_ tion) that does not support any person, politi¬ 

cal cause, country etc in an argument or war 
□ neutral territory/waters. □ Switzerland remained 
neutral throughout both World Wars. -2. [expres- 

- sion, voice, word] that does not show what 
somebody is feeling. -3. {clothing, shadel pale - 
gray or pale brown. -4. electricity [wire} that - 
has no electrical charge. O n auto the position 
of the gears of a car in which no power can 
pass from the engine to the wheels □ Leave the 
car In neutral. 

example 
sentences 

illustrate 
frequent 

usages 

news [niu:z] n -1. information about recent 
events|o a piece OR bit of news □ Have you heard 
the news about Mary? □ / have some good/bad 
news for you. □ News is coming in of riots in LA. 
■ that's news to me a phrase used to say one 
did not know something and is a little an- 
noyed at not being told it sooner. ■ to break- 

the news to sb to tell sb some bad news. 
-2. radio & tv the news a program on the radio 
or television that reports recent important 
events | □ / heard about the earthquake on the 
news. □ His arrest made the 6 o'clock news. □ a 
news broadcast/report ■ to be in the news to be 
mentioned a lot in newspapers, on television 
etc. 

set phrases 
identified by a 
special symbol 

International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA) 

Newton ['niu:tn], Sir Isaac (1642-1727) a 
British scientist, astronomer, and mathematician 
who discovered the law of gravity. 

encyclopedic 
-information 

on people 

cultural information 

H NEW YEAR 
In the USA, Australia, and Britain people have 
parties on New Year’s Eve (December 31) to 
“see in” the New Year. When the clocks strike 
midnight, everyone wishes each other “Happy 
New Year” and hugs or kisses each other. A tra¬ 
ditional song, Auld Lang Syne, is often sung. The 
next day, New Year’s Day (January 1), is a pub¬ 
lic holiday in the USA, Australia, and Britain. 



VII 

NFL (abbr of National Football League) n the 
organization in charge of professional foot¬ 
ball in the USA. 

NG n abbr of National Guard. 

NGO (abbr of non-governmental organization) n 
an organization that is not financed by a gov¬ 
ernment. 

NH abbr of New Hampshire. 

NHL {abbr of National Hockey League) n a 
league of US and Canadian professional 
hockey teams. 

in-depth coverage 

of abbreviations 

parts of speech 

identified by a special 

symbol 

nibble [’nibl] 0 vt to take small bites from <a 

piece of food> o She was nibbling an apple. 
-;0 vt [animal, person]: The squirrel was nibbling at 

or on a nut. _ 

♦ nibbles npl small things to eat with one's 

fingers at a party, e.g. nuts or potato chips. 

clear entry 

structure 

i- 

Nielsen Ratings ['nhlsan-J npl the Nielsen Rat¬ 
ings in the USA, a set of statistics that show 
how many people watch the most popular 
television programs. 

encyclopedic 

information 

balanced coverage of 

American and British 

English 

— night depository US -di'pDZ3t):n, GB -'pozitari] fl 

a hole in the outside wall of a bank where 

customers can leave money and checks after 

the bank is closed. 

— night safe n gb = night depository. 

coverage ^^siness-Nikkei [’nikei] « the Nikkei (index OR average) 

the average of the current price of the shares 
of 225 Japanese companies sold on the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange. 

different forms of 

headword shown 

meanings clearly 

numbered 

clear register labels 

(informal, slang, literary, 

disapproving etc) 

nip [nip] (pt & pp nipped, cont nipping) 0 n 
-1. [by an animal] a small painful pinch or bite 

o The dog gave me a playful nip on the leg. 
-2. [of liquid] a small amount of alcoholic drink 

o a nip of brandy. -3. phrase there's a nip in the air 
it’s slightly cold. 0 vt -1. to catch <sthg> 

between two sharp points or edges □ / nipped 
my finger in the door. -2. to bite <sb/sthg> with- 

out doing much damage o The dog nipped me 
on the ankle. 0 vi gb to go somewhere quickly 

and for a short time (informal use) □ I'm just nip¬ 
ping into town/out to the post office. 

example sentences 

help to identify 

meanings 

word explained in its 

most frequent context 

—----1 

nitty-gritty [.mtrgriti] n to get down to the 
- nitty-gritty to start talking or thinking about 

the most basic and important aspects of a 

problem. 



ABBREVIATIONS AND LABELS 
USED IN THIS DICTIONARY 

abbr 

adj 

adv 

AUS 

aux vb 

comp 

compar 

conj 

cont 

det 

excl 

fus 

GB 

infin 

modal vb 

n 

npl 

num 

phrase 

pi 

pp 

predet 

prefix 

prep 

pron 

pt 

sb 

SCOT 

sep 

sthg 

abbreviation □ She has an MBA. □ He works for NATO. 

adjective □ You're a lucky man. □ Don't be afraid. 

adverb □ He laughed loudly. □ It's really sad. □ Frankly, I hated it. 

Australian English 

auxiliary verb □ He didn't come. □ Do you mind? 

a noun used in front of another noun □ He’s a football coach. 

□ She wore a cotton dress. 

irregular comparative form □ It's cozier over here. □ Take this 

one, it’s better. 

conjunction □ I'll call when I get there. □ I’d like coffee and cake. 

continuous form of a verb □ The sun is setting. □ I'm getting better. 

determiner □ That's my desk. □ Try this size. 

exclamation □ Ouch, that hurt! □ Goodness, you’ve grown tall! 

see vt fus below 

British English 

infinitive form of a verb □ I want to help. □ It can wait. 

modal verb □ I can't believe it. □ Must we go? 

noun □ There’s something wrong with the computer. 

noun that is always plural □ Where are my glasses? 

number □ It cost eight dollars. □ She’s only five. 

a set phrase that has its own meaning □ There's a nip in the air. 

irregular plural form □ They have three children. 

irregular past participle of a verb □ I haven’t spoken to him. 

predeterminer □ It costs half the price. 

a word added to the beginning of a word □ a mid-air collision, 

preposition □ Come for lunch. □ She’s head of sales, 

pronoun □ You must meet them. □ Those are mine. 

irregular past tense of a verb □ I spoke to her recently. 

somebody. This abbreviation can be replaced by any human noun 

in a sentence: to give sb a ride -> I gave John a ride home. 

Scottish English 

see vt sep below 

something. This abbreviation can be replaced by any non-human 

noun in a sentence: to take part in sthg -* Twenty runners took 

part in the race. 



IX 

a word added to the end of a word □ sugar-free chewing gum. 

irregular superlative form □ That's the funniest thing I've heard! 

American English 

trademark. This symbol is shown at words considered to be 

trademarks. However if the symbol has been added or omitted in 

the dictionary, this should not be regarded as affecting the legal 
status of the trademark. 

verb. This abbreviation is used in pronunciations where the stress 
of a word changes according to its part of speech. 

intransitive verb □ She paused before answering. □ The plane took 

off- 

impersonal verb □ It's snowing. □ It appears that I was wrong. 

transitive verb □ Eat your dinner. □ He handed me the note. □ The 
dog was run over by a truck. 

a two- or three-part verb that is never split □ Jane took to him 
at once. □ I don't know how you put up with it. 

a two- or three-part verb that can be split by its object 

□ Thanks for helping me out. o He let me in on the secret. 

SYMBOLS USED IN THIS DICTIONARY 

O introduces a new part of speech in an entry, e.g. share 0 n ... o vt... 

♦ introduces a compound or plural form of the headword with its own 

meaning and part of speech, e.g. ♦ premises npl, ♦ on account of prep, 

♦ in short adv, ♦ take off vi 

□ introduces an illustrative example showing how the headword is used 

in a real context, e.g. shot n -1. ... □ Several shots rang out. 

■ introduces a set phrase or idiom with its own meaning, e.g. shape n ... 

■ to lick or knock sb into shape 

V marks a word or meaning that belongs to very informal English 

T marks a word or meaning that belongs to vulgar English or could give 

offense. 

suffix 

superl 

us 
TM 

vb 

vi 

v impers 

vt 

vt fus 

vt sep 



X 

PHONETICS 

Vowels 

[ i ] pit, big, rid 

[ e ] pet, bend 

[ ae ] pat, bag, mad 

[ a ] cut, rubber 

[ d ] coffee, log 

[ u ] put, full 

[ a ] suppose, the 

[ i: ] bean, weed 

[ a: ] father, calm 

[ y.f) lawn, ball 

[ ut*j- loop, loose 

[ 3: ] furry 

Diphthongs 

[ ei ] bay, late, great 

[ ai ] buy, light, aisle 

[ oi ] boy , royal 

[ ou] no, road, blow 

[ au] now, shout, town 

[ is ] hearing, serious 

[ ea ] hairy, carer 

[ ua] tourist, purest, insurance 

Semi-vowels 

[ j ] you, spaniel 

[ 1 ] new, figure 

[ w ] wet, twin 

Consonants 

[p ] pop, people 

[ b ] bottle, bib 

[ t ] train, tip 

[ d ] dog, did 

[ k ] come, kitchen 

[g ] tag, great 

[ tf ] chain, wretched 

[ d3] iazz, bridge 

[ f ] find, physical, rough 

[ v ] vine, livid 

[ 0 ] think, fifth 

[ 5 ] this, with 

[ s ] soon, peace 

[ z ] zip, his, houses 

[ J ] sheep, machine 

[ 3 ] usual, measure 

[ h ] how, perhaps 

[ m ] metal, comb 

[ n ] night, dinner 

[ n ] sung, parking 

[ 1 ] little, help 

[ r ] right, carry 

[ r ] card, fear 

[ x ] loch, Bach 



XI 

The system of phonetic transcription used in this dictionary 

emphasizes the features that American and British English 

have in common. Separate phonetics for British and 

American pronunciation are only given where the differences 

between the two systems are not systematic or predictable, 

and are important enough to cause possible confusion. 

The symbol [r] is used for the [r] sound after a vowel in 

words such as car, tower, and purpose. It is usually pronounced 

by Americans but not by Southern British speakers. 

The symbol [1] is used for the [j] sound in words such as 

duke, new, and pursue. It is pronounced by most British speak¬ 

ers but not by most Americans. 

The symbol [' ] shows that the following syllable carries 

primary stress. The symbol [,] shows that the syllable that 

follows carries secondary stress. 

A phonetic transcription has been given, where appropriate, 

after every headword that is spelled as one word. For com¬ 

pound headwords that are spelled hyphenated or are made 

up of two or more separate words, phonetics are given for 

any element that does not appear elsewhere in the dictionary 

in its own right. 



ENGLISH IRREGULAR VERBS 

Infinitive Past Tense Past Participle 

arise arose arisen 

awake awoke awoken 

be was, were been 

bear bore borne 

beat beat beaten 

befall befell befallen 

begin began begun 

behold beheld beheld 

bend bent bent 

beseech besought besought 
/beseeched /beseeched 

beset beset beset 

bet bet bet 
/betted /betted 

bid bid bid 
/bade /bidden 

bind bound bound 

bite bit bitten 

bleed bled bled 

blow blew blown 

break broke broken 

breed bred bred 

bring brought brought 

build built built 
bum burned burned 

/burnt /burnt 
burst burst burst 

buy bought bought 

can could - 

cast cast cast 
catch caught caught 
choose chose chosen 
cling clung clung 
come came come 
cost cost cost 
creep crept crept 
cut cut cut 
deal dealt dealt 
dig dug dug 
dive dived 

/US also dove 
dived 

do did done 
draw drew drawn 
dream dreamed dreamed 

/dreamt /dreamt 
drink drank drunk 
drive drove driven 
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Infinitive Past Tense Past Participle 
dwell dwelt dwelt 

/dwelled /dwelled 
eat ate eaten 
fall fell fallen 
feed fed fed 
feel felt felt 
fight fought fought 
find found found 
fit fitted 

/US also fit 
fit 

flee fled fled 
fling flung flung 

fly flew flown 
forget forgot forgotten 
forsake forsook forsaken 
freeze froze frozen 
get got US gotten/GB got 
give gave given 
go went gone 
grind ground ground 
grow grew grown 
hang hung hung 

/hanged /hanged 
have had had 
hear heard heard 
hide hid hidden 
hit hit hit 
hold held held 
hurt hurt hurt 
keep kept kept 
kneel knelt knelt 

/kneeled /kneeled 
know knew known 
lay laid laid 

lead led led 

lean leaned leaned 
/leant /leant 

leap leapt leapt 
/leaped /leaped 

learn learned learned 
/learnt /learnt 

leave left left 

lend lent lent 

let let let- 

lie lied lied 

/lay /lain 

light lit lit 

/lighted /lighted 

lose lost lost 

make made made 
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Infinitive Past Tense Past Participle 

may might - 

mean meant meant 

meet met met 

mow mowed mowed 
/mown 

pay paid paid 

put put put 

quit quit quit 
/GB also quitted /GB also quitted 

read read read 

rend rent rent 

rid rid rid 

ride rode ridden 

ring rang rung 

rise rose risen 

run ran run 

saw sawed US sawed/GB sawn 

say said said 

see saw seen 

seek sought sought 

sell sold sold 

send sent sent 

set set set 

shake shook shaken 

shall should — 

shear sheared sheared 
/shorn 

shed shed shed 
shine shone shone 
shoot shot shot 
show showed shown 

/showed 
shrink shrank shrunk 
shut shut shut 
sing sang sung 
sink sank sunk 
sit sat sat 
slay slew slain 
sleep slept slept 
slide slid slid 
sling slung slung 
slit slit slit 
smell smelled smelled 

/GB also smelt /GB also smelt 
sneek sneaked sneaked 

/US also snuck /US also snuck 
sow sowed sown 

/sowed 
speak spoke spoken 
speed sped sped 

/speeded /speeded 
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Infinitive Past Tense Past Participle 
spell US spelled US spelled 

spend 
/GB spelt /GB spelt 
spent spent 

spill spilled spilled 
/GB also spilt /GB also spilt 

spin span/spun span 
spit US spit US spit 

split 
/GB spat /GB spat 
split split 

spoil spoiled spoiled 
/GB also spoilt /GB also spoilt 

spread spread spread 
spring sprang sprung 
stand stood stood 
steal stole stolen 
stick stuck stuck 
sting stung stung 
stink stank 

/stunk 
stunk 

stride strode stridden 
strike struck struck 
strive strove striven 
swear swore sworn 
sweep swept swept 
swell swelled swollen 

/swelled 
swim swam swum 
swing swung swung 
take took taken 
teach taught taught 
tear tore torn 
tell told told 
think thought thought 
throw threw thrown 
thrust thrust thrust 

tread trod trodden 

wake woke woken 
/waked /waked 

wear wore worn 

weave wove woven 
/weaved /weaved 

wed wedded wedded 
/wed 

weep wept wept 

will would — 

win won won 

wind wound wound 

wring wrung wrung 

write wrote written 
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000 [.tnpl'oo] the telephone number used to 

call the emergency services in Australia □ a 
000 call. 

0055 number [,dAbloudAbl'faiv-] n in Australia, 
a telephone number starting with the code 
0055 that is used to call information and en¬ 
tertainment services. 

0800 number fioueit'hAndrad-] n in Britain, a 
telephone number starting with the code 
0800 that one can dial without paying. 
They are usually provided by businesses and 
government agencies to give information. 

0898 number [ .oueit'naineit-] n in Britain, a 
telephone number starting with the code 
0898 that is used to call information and en¬ 
tertainment services. 

1040 f,ten'fo:rti] n us the name of the tax re¬ 
turn that most Americans fill out. 

1066 [,tensiksti'siks] the year when Harold, 
King of England, was defeated by the Nor¬ 
mans under William the Conqueror at the 
Battle of Hastings. It is a date that every 
English person is supposed to know. 

12 [twelv] n in Britain, a classification that 
means that a movie or video can be seen 
only by children aged 12 or over. 

15 [,fif'ti:n] n in Britain, a classification that 
means that a movie or video can be seen 
only by people aged 15 or over. 

1776 [.sevantiinsevanti'siks] the year that the 
Declaration of Independence was signed in 
the USA. It is a date that every American is 
supposed to know. 

1788 [.sevantiineiti'eit] the year that the first 
British convicts landed in Australia. It is a 
date that every Australian is supposed to 
know. 

18 [.ei'tiin] « in Britain, a classification that 
means that a movie or video can be seen 
only by people aged 18 or over. 

18-wheeler [-’wi:br] n US a very large truck 

with eighteen wheels. 

1-800 number [,wAneit'hAndrad-] tt in the USA 
and Australia, a telephone number starting 
with the code 1-800 that one can dial with¬ 
out paying. They are usually provided by 
businesses and government agencies to give 
information. 

20/20 [.twenti'twenti] adj 20/20 vision the abil¬ 
ity to see perfectly without the aid of 
glasses or contact lenses. 

2.1 [,tu:'wAn] n in Britain and Australia, the 
upper level of the second-highest class of 
university degree. 

2.2 [,tu:'tu:] n in Britain and Australia, the 
lower level of the second-highest class of 
university degree. 

2x4 [,tu:bai'fD:r] n a piece of wood, two 
inches thick and four inches wide, that is 
the standard size used by builders and car¬ 
penters in the USA □ Could you pass me that 
2x4? □ a piece of 2x4. 

3.2 beer [,0ri:tu:-j « beer that contains 3.2 per¬ 
cent alcohol. In the USA it used to be sold 
to people who were too young to buy other 
alcoholic drinks. 

35mm [,03irtifaiv'mibmi:t3r] « the size of film 
most widely used in cameras, both for 
taking photographs and for making movies 
□ 35 mm film. 

3- D [,0ri:'di:] o adj [picture, movie] see three- 
dimensional. o n: If you put these glasses on 
you can see it in 3-D. 

4x2 [,fo:rbai'tu:] « a piece of wood, two 
inches thick and four inches wide, that is 
the standard size used by builders and car¬ 
penters in the UK □ a piece of 4x2. 

4x4 [,fo:rbai'fo:r] «: see four-wheel drive. 

45 [,fo:rti'faiv] n a record that is played at 45 
rpm and usually has only one song on each 
side. 

•45 [,fo.’rti'faiv] « a pistol that was widely used 
in the 19th century in the USA. 

4- F [ ,fo:r'ef ] On a classification made by the 
US armed forces to show that a person is 
unfit for military service □ / got a 4-F. o adj: 
He was declared 4-F. 

4H [foir'eitJ] n a program set up by the US 
Department of Agriculture to teach young 
people in country areas useful skills in farm¬ 
ing and running a home □ a 4H club. 

4WD see four-wheel drive. 

78 [.sevanti'eit] « an old type of record that is 
played at 78 rpm. 

800 number [eit'hAndrad-] n US = 1-800 num¬ 
ber. 

900 number [nain'hAndrad-] n in the USA, a 
telephone number starting with the code 
900 that is used to call entertainment ser¬ 
vices. 

911 [,nainwAn'wAn] the telephone number used 
to call the emergency services in the USA □ 
a 911 call. 

999 [,nainnain'nain] the telephone number used 
to call the emergency services in Britain a 

a 999 call. 



A - Z 
a1 [ei] (pi a's), A [ei] (pi A's) « the first letter of 

the English alphabet. ■ from A to B from one 
place to another □ the fastest way from A to B. 
■ from A to Z including every part of some¬ 
thing □ He knows the job from A to Z. 

♦ A « -1. education the highest grade for a 
piece of work □ / got an A for my math. 
-2. music one of the notes in Western music. 

a2 [stressed ei, unstressed a] (before vowel or si¬ 
lent “h” an) det -1. used when one mentions 
something for the first time □ My brother has 
started a new job. -2. used when one does not 
want to describe a particular person or thing 
□ An old man came up to me. □ / heard a noise. 
-3. used when making general comments □ 
A bicycle has two wheels. -4. used for jobs or 
hobbies □ He's a lawyer. □ She's a good tennis 
player. -5. used instead of the number “one” 
□ / saw them a month ago. □ A pint of milk, 
please. -6. used in fractions □ They got here (a) 
half an hour ago. -7. used in words for large 
numbers □ The firm made a million dollars last 
year. -8. used after number words to show 
prices, proportions etc □ 50 miles an hour □ He 
charges $12 an hour. □ The meal cost $25 a per¬ 
son. □ We visit them twice a month. -9. a Mr 
Mudd phoned somebody called Mr Mudd, 
who I do not know, phoned. -10. a Van 
Gogh a painting by Van Gogh. -11. I'd like a 
coffee I'd like a cup of coffee. ■ an excellent 
wine an excellent type of wine. 

a. abbr of acre. 

A-1 [,ei'wAn] adj excellent (informal use). 

A4 [,ei'f3:r] « GB a standard paper size (210 x 

297 mm) □ A4 paper. 

AA n -1. (abbr of Alcoholics Anonymous) an or¬ 
ganization for alcoholics who are trying to 
stop drinking. -2. (abbr of Automobile Asso¬ 
ciation) the AA a British organization for car 
owners that helps its members when their 
cars break down. -3. (abbr of Associate in or 
of Arts) a US college degree. 

AAA [sense 1 .tripl'ei, sense 2 ,0ri:'eiz] n -1. 
(abbr of American Automobile Association) a 
US organization for car owners that helps its 
members when their cars break down. -2. 
(abbr of Amateur Athletics Association) the AAA 
a British organization that organizes sports 
events for athletes. 

a.a.e. abbr of according to age and experience □ 
Salary £I4K-£20K, a.a.e. 

AAUP (abbr of American Association of Univer¬ 
sity Professors) n the AAUP a US labor union 
for university professors. 

AB o»us abbr of Bachelor of Arts, o abbr of 
Alberta. 

ABA (abbr of Australian Broadcasting Authority) 
n the ABA the organization that controls 
television companies in Australia. 

aback [a'baek] adv to be taken aback to be sur¬ 
prised, especially by something unpleasant □ 
He was a little taken aback when I told him I was 
leaving. 

abacus [’aebakas] (pi abacuses or abaci [-sai]) n 
a frame with rows of sliding beads in it that 
are used for counting. 

abandon [a'baendan] o vf -1. [building, car, child] 

to leave <a person, place, or thing> with no 
intention of returning □ They abandoned the 
empty van at the side of the road. □ The dog had 
been abandoned by its owners. -2. [project, 

search, attempt] to stop <an activity, event> 
etc before it is finished □ The police abandoned 
their hunt for the murder weapon. □ The game 
had to be abandoned because of bad weather. 
-3. [plan, idea] to stop believing that <sthg> 
is worth doing, likely to happen etc □ They 
abandoned all hope of ever seeing him again, o n 
with abandon in an uncontrolled way □ Sue 
danced around the room with wild abandon. 

abandoned [a'baendand] adj [building, vehicle] 

that is no longer used or wanted □ They 
staged the performance in an old abandoned 
farmhouse. 

abashed b'baejt] adj to be abashed [person] to 
be embarrassed and ashamed □ He looked 
genuinely abashed. 

abate [a'beit] vi [storm, noise, fear] to become 
less intense. 

abattoir ['aebatwaT] « a building where ani¬ 
mals are killed for food. 

abbess [US 'aebas, GB -es] « the nun in charge 
of a convent. 

abbey ['aebi] n a large church with buildings 
attached to it where monks or nuns live □ 
Westminster Abbey. 

abbot faebst] tt the monk in charge of an ab¬ 
bey. 

abbreviate [o'brirvieit] vf to shorten <a word 
or phrase> □ Information technology is often ab¬ 
breviated to IT. 

abbreviation [a.briivi'eijn] n the shortened 
form of a word or phrase □ IMF Is the abbre¬ 
viation of or for the International Monetary Fund. 

ABC n -1. (abbr of American Broadcasting Com¬ 
pany) one of the main TV companies in the 
USA. -2. (abbr of Australian Broadcasting 
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Company) the Australian state-owned radio 
and television company. -3. GB = ABCs. 

ABCs [,eibi:'si:z] US ttfl, ABC GB n -1. the al¬ 
phabet □ The children are learning their ABCs. 
-2. the ABCs of sthg the most basic informa¬ 
tion about sthg □ the ABCs of banking. 

abdicate ['aebdikeit] o vi to give up the posi¬ 
tion of king or queen, o vf [responsibility, 

dutyl to no longer accept <sthg>. 

abdication [.aebdi'keifn] «: see abdicate □ the 
abdication of Edward VIII □ That would be a com¬ 
plete abdication of our responsibilities. 

abdomen ['asbdsman] n the part at the front of 
one’s body between one’s chest and hips, 

abdominal [aeb'dmnanl] adj [pain, muscles] see 
abdomen □ pain in the abdominal region. 

abduct [ab'dAkt] vt to take <sb> away, using 
force or deceit □ The child was abducted on his 
way to school. 

abduction [aeb'dAkfn] « [of a person] see abduct. 

Abel ['eibl] —» Cain. 

aberration Eaebs'reiJ'n] n a change from one’s 
normal behavior or way of thinking □ The 
defense insisted that his violent behavior was due 
to a mental aberration. 

abet [a'bet] {ft & ff abetted, cont abetting) vt 
—> aid. 

abeyance [a'beians] « to be in abeyance [law, 

regulation] not to be in use (formal use), 

abhor [ab'hod] (ft St ff abhorred, cont abhor¬ 
ring) vt [cruelty, violence] to hate <sthg> very 
much (formal use). 

abhorrent [ab'hDrant] adj [behavior, attitude] 

that one finds very unpleasant and com¬ 
pletely unacceptable (formal use) □ Such opin¬ 
ions are utterly abhorrent to me. 

abide [a'baid] vt I can’t abide her/it etc I dislike 
her/it etc very much. 

♦ abide by vt fus to abide by sthg to accept 
and obey the law, a rule, decision etc 
whether one agrees with it or not □ They 
agreed to abide by the terms of the treaty. 

abiding [s'baidig] adj [feeling, interest, memory] 

that lasts a long time and does not change □ 
my abiding passion for Greece. 

ability O'bilati] (fl abilities) n the power, 
knowledge, or skill that makes it possible 
for somebody to do something □ He has 
great musical ability. □ There is no doubt about 
her abilities as a team leader. ■ to have the abil¬ 
ity to do sthg to be able to do sthg special or 
unusual □ Harry has an amazing ability to inter¬ 
rupt just at the wrong moment! ■ to do sthg to 
the best of one’s ability to do sthg as well as 
one can □ I'll do it to the best of my ability, but I 
can't guarantee the result. 

abject [ £ebd3ekt] adj -1. abject poverty/misery 
very great poverty/misery □ / felt an abject fail¬ 
ure. -2. [person, apology] without self-respect 
□ She left him, abject and begging for forgive¬ 
ness. 

ablaze [a'bleiz] adj -1. to be ablaze [building] to 
be burning strongly. -2. to be ablaze with 
sthg [building, sky] to be brightly lit by sthg □ 
The palace windows were ablaze with light. 

able ['eibl] adj -1. to be able to do sthg to have 
the skill, power, time etc to do sthg □ If I sit 
at the back I won't be able to hear the speaker. □ 
Will you be able to come to the meeting? 
-2. [person] who is good at an activity, espe¬ 
cially their job □ He's a very able politician. 

able-bodied [-'bodid] adj [person] who is 
physically healthy □ All able-bodied men were 
required to join the army. 

ablutions [a'bhujhz] nfl the act of washing 
oneself (formal or humorous use), 

ably feibli] adv [assisted, supported] skillfully □ 
Mr Jones was ably assisted by a team of local 
volunteers. 

ABM n abbr of antiballistic missile. 

abnormal [aeb'nDdml] adj [person, behavior] that 
is different from what is normal, in a way 
that seems unpleasant, worrying, or strange 
□ The patient's breathing was abnormal. □ He had 
an abnormal interest in death. 

abnormality [.asbnod'maelati] (fl abnormalities) 
n something abnormal □ The test will detect 
any abnormalities in the blood cells. 

abnormally [aeb'nodmali] adv abnormally low/ 
high low/high to a degree that seems abnor¬ 
mal □ abnormally high levels of radiation. 

aboard [3'bo:rd] o adv onto a ship, plane, bus 
etc □ The last passenger came aboard. ■ all 
aboard! an expression used to tell passen¬ 
gers that it is time to get on a ship, train, 
bus etc. o fref on or into <a ship, plane, 
bus> etc □ The terrorists aboard the 747 have 
released two hostages. 

abode [s'boud] n the place where one lives 
(formal or humorous use) □ Welcome to my hum¬ 
ble abode. ■ of no fixed abode [person] who 
has no permanent address (legal use), 

abolish [a'bDlif] vf Haw, activity, system] to end 
<sthg> officially □ The Government had to 
abolish the new tax because it was so unpopular. 

abolition [.aebs'hfn] tt [of a law, activity] see abol¬ 
ish □ the abolition of slavery. 

abominable [a'bominsbl] adj [conditions, weath¬ 

er, behavior] very bad □ The service at that res¬ 
taurant is abominable! 

abominably [s'bDminsbIl] adv very badly □ The 
prisoners were treated abominably. 

aboriginal hasbs'ridsnsl] o n = aborigine, o 

adj: aboriginal peoples/art. 

Aboriginal Australian « = Aborigine, 
aborigine [,aeb3'nd33ni] n a person who be¬ 

longs to the race that was living in a coun¬ 
try before anybody else arrived there. 

♦ Aborigine « a person who belongs to the 
race that was living in Australia before 
Europeans arrived there. 

W ABORIGINES 
There have been Aborigines in Australia for 
at least 60,000 years. Today there are about 
260,000 of them (1.5% of the total popula¬ 
tion), living mainly in the Northern Terri¬ 
tory, Western Australia, and Queensland. 
About two-thirds of Aborigines now live in 
towns and cities, and the rest live a more 
traditional way of life in the outback. Re- 
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cently Aborigines have been able to claim 
back the land they were living on before 
European settlers arrived. 

abort [a'boiT] o vt -1. medicine to remove <a 
fetus> from its mother’s womb before it is 
ready to be bom, so that it dies □ The doc¬ 
tors decided to abort the pregnancy. -2. [launch, 

mission] to end <an activity> before it is fin¬ 
ished because it is difficult or dangerous □ 
Takeoff was aborted due to rocket failure. 
-3. computing to stop <a program> before it 
has finished running, o vi [woman] to give 
birth to a baby too soon during the preg¬ 
nancy so that it dies □ She aborted when she 
was four months pregnant. 

abortion [a'boiffn] « a medical operation in 
which a fetus is removed from its mother’s 
womb, so that it dies □ She went abroad to 
have an abortion. 

abortive [3'bo:rtiv] adj [attempt, effort, plan] that 
is not successful □ The money-making scheme 
proved abortive. □ our abortive attempts to win 
favor with the locals. 

abound [a'baund] vi -1. [rumors, jobs, examples] 

to be present in large numbers or amounts □ 
a city where opportunities abound. -2. to abound 
with or in sthg to have plenty of sthg □ The 
area abounds in natural resources. 

about [a'baot] o adv -1. about five years/$100 
a little more or a little less than five years/ 
$100 (used with numbers or amounts) □ I'll 
see you at about five o'clock. -2. to lie/sit about 
to lie/sit in no special place, usually not do¬ 
ing anything important □ The people stood 
about in groups chatting, m to run/jump about 
to run/jump in different directions, some¬ 
times in an uncontrolled way □ The book fell 
on his foot, causing him to hop about in pain. 
-3. to be about to be somewhere near and 
possible to find, use, catch etc □ Are there any 
teachers about? □ There's a lot of flu about. 
-4. phrase to be about to do sthg to be going 
to do sthg very soon □ She's just about to 
leave. 

o prep -1. a book about Paris a book that has 
Paris as its subject □ What was the movie 
about? □ He's always worrying about his health. 
-2. we must do something about it we must 
take action to make the situation better □ So 
what are you going to do about those people 
waiting outside? -3. to be about a place to be 
somewhere in a place □ "Where's Sue?" — 

"She's about the house somewhere." □ His 
clothes were lying scattered about the room. 
-4. phrases there is something strange about 
him there is something strange in his charac¬ 
ter or appearance □ There's something odd 
about this whole business. □ What I like about 
her is her frankness. ■ what or how about 
sthg? a phrase used to introduce a topic or 
to make a suggestion □ OK, it's a nice car, but 
what about the cost? □ How about a drink? 

about-face us, about-turn gb n -1. military a 
movement in which a soldier or group of 
soldiers turns to face the opposite direction. 
-2. a change to the opposite attitude or 

course of action □ The Administration has done 
another about-face on tax increases. 

above [s'bAv] o adv -1. the sky above the sky 
over one’s head □ He lives in the apartment 
above. -2. the items above the items that 
have been mentioned before in a letter, re¬ 
port etc (formal use) □ See above for details of 
prices. -3. aged five and above aged five or 
more. « 
o prep -1. above the door direcdy over the 
door □ The apartment above mine is empty. 
-2. the person above me the person who is 
higher than me in rank or status □ She has a 
manager above her who supervises her work. 
-3. to be above suspicion/criticism to be con¬ 
sidered too good or important to deserve 
any suspicion/criticism. ■ to be above cheat¬ 
ing/stealing to be too good, honest, or proud 
to take part in cheating/stealing □ Are you ar¬ 
guing about money again? I thought you were 
above all that! 

♦ above all adv a phrase used to introduce 
the most important thing of all □ Above all, I 
want to succeed. □ Be pleasant and friendly, but 
above all be polite. 

aboveboard [a'bAvbo:rd] adj to be aboveboard 
[business, agreement] to be honest and not in¬ 
volved in anything secret or illegal o He as¬ 
sured us that the deal was all open and 
aboveboard. 

abracadabra [.aebraka'dasbra] excl a word spo¬ 
ken by a magician performing a magic trick 
that is supposed to make the magic happen. 

Abraham ['eibrahaem] in the Bible, the ances¬ 
tor of the Hebrews. 

abrasion [a'breijn] n an injury caused by 
scraping one’s skin accidentally (formal use). 

abrasive [s'breisiv] adj -1. [substance, pad, cloth] 

that is used to make surfaces clean and 
smooth by rubbing or scratching them. -2. 
[person, manner] rude and unkind. 

abreast [s'brest] adv [walk, ride] beside each 
other □ The children were cycling three abreast. 

♦ abreast of prep to keep abreast of sthg [of a 

situation, subject] to know the most recent 
facts about sthg because of what one reads, 
hears etc □ / like to keep abreast of the latest 
developments in software. 

abridged [a'brid3d] adj [play, book, version] that 
has been made shorter by having some 
parts taken out □ The novel was abridged for 
radio by E. M. Nelson. 

abroad [a'broid] adv in or to another country 
□ He's gone abroad for the summer. □ She’s 
lived abroad for several years now. 

abrupt [a'brApt] adj -1. [change, movement] that 
is sudden and unexpected □ The party came to 
an abrupt end. -2. [person, tone of voice] that is 
rude and unfriendly □ There was no need to 
be so abrupt with her! 

abruptly [a'brApth] adv [change, behave etc] see 
abrupt □ The play finished rather abruptly. □ 
"That’s enough," she said abruptly. 

ABS brake n a type of brake used on some 
cars that helps to prevent skidding by stop- 



5 

ping the wheels from becoming fixed in a 
particular position. 

abscess [‘aebses] n a painful swelling on one’s 
body that is full of pus. 

abscond [ab'sknnd] vi -1. to go away secretly 
from the place where one works, usually af¬ 
ter stealing something □ He absconded with 
the takings. -2. to escape from a place where 
one is being kept for legal reasons □ Another 
prisoner has absconded. 

abseil ['asbseil] vi GB to go down a cliff, steep 
slope etc by sliding down a rope and push¬ 
ing against the slope with one’s feet. 

absence ['aebssns] tt [of a person, thing] see ab¬ 
sent □ He returned after three months' absence. 
■ in sb's absence while sb is absent □ I'm re¬ 
sponsible for managing the office in Sara's ab¬ 
sence. ■ in the absence of sthg [of information, 

evidence] because sthg is not available or 
does not exist □ In the absence of accurate sta¬ 
tistics, we'll have to make a rough guess. 

absent [’aebsant] adj -1. [worker, student, parent] 

who is not at work, school, home etc when 
they are supposed to be there; [thing] that 
should be a part of something but is missing 
□ Any employee absent from work through illness 
must notify the office. □ What was absent from 
her voice was any feeling of warmth, m to be ab¬ 
sent without leave MILITARY to be away from 
one’s camp or regiment without permission. 
-2. [expression, person] that shows a lack of 
attention □ "Oh, it's you," she said, looking up 
from her book with an absent smile. 

absentee [.cebson'ti:] « a person who is ab¬ 
sent, especially from work. 

absenteeism [.aebsan'tinzm] tt being away 
from work or school, especially regularly 
and without a good reason □ the problem of 
absenteeism at work. 

absent-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who 
often loses or forgets things because they 
are thinking about something else □ Ken 
looked like the typical absent-minded professor. 

absolute ['aebsalurt] adj -1. a word used to 
show that one feels very strongly about 
something □ That's absolute nonsenseI -2. 
[dedication, secrecy, terror] very great □ The 
work demands absolute concentration. -3. [ruler, 

power] that is not limited in any way a /4s a 
director, I require absolute control over the entire 
creative process. 

absolutely [’aebsaluitli] o adv -1. a word used 
to show that one feels very strongly about 
something □ / absolutely refuse to sell those 
shares. □ You're absolutely right! -2. to the 
greatest possible extent □ / trusted him abso¬ 
lutely. o excl a word used to express com¬ 
plete agreement □ "Don't you agree?" — "Oh, 
absolutely!" 

absolute majority « a result in an election in 
which one political party wins more than 
half of all the votes. 

absolution [.aebsaduifn] n forgiveness of one’s 
sins by a priest (formal use). 

absolve [ab'znlv] vt to say officially that <sb> 
is not responsible for a crime, error etc □ The 

absurdly 

committee's findings completely absolved them 
of all blame. 

absorb [3b'so:rb] vt -1. [water, oil] to take in 
and hold <a liquid> □ a material capable of ab¬ 
sorbing many times its weight in water □ The 
drug is rapidly absorbed into the bloodstream. 
-2. [impact, noise] to reduce the effect of sthg 
unpleasant. -3. [details, instructions] to under¬ 
stand and remember <information> □ It was 
too much to absorb all at once. -4. to be ab¬ 
sorbed in sthg to give sthg all of one’s atten¬ 
tion or interest □ He was utterly absorbed in his 
reading. 

absorbent [ab'so^bant] adj [substance, cloth] 
that can absorb liquids □ The crystals are high¬ 
ly absorbent. 

absorbing [ab'so:rbig] adj [story, account] very 
interesting □ I found the play very absorbing. 

absorption [sb'sor'pj'n] tt: see absorb, 
abstain [ab'stein] vi -1. to deliberately avoid 

something pleasant because it is bad for 
one’s health or morally wrong □ Patients 
should abstain from alcohol while taking antibiot¬ 
ics. -2. to deliberately not vote in an elec¬ 
tion, ballot etc □ Ten members voted for the 
proposal and three abstained. 

abstemious [sb'stiimjas] adj [person] who does 
not eat or drink very much (formal use), 

abstention [ab'stenjn] tt a vote that is deliber¬ 
ately not used by somebody in an election, 
ballot etc a There were three abstentions. 

abstinence ['aebstanans] n [from alcohol, sex, 

smoking] see abstain □ a period of abstinence. 

abstract [adj & tt 'aebstraekt, vb aeb'straekt] 
o adj -1. [art, painting] that consists of shapes 
and colors that do not represent objects or 
people. -2. [thinking, argument] that is con¬ 
cerned with ideas rather than real examples 
of things □ This is all rather abstract, isn't it — 
have you any more definite plans? o tt [of an arti¬ 

cle, speech] a written summary, 

abstracted [aeb'straektad] adj [person] who does 
not notice what is happening because they 
are thinking of something else □ He seemed 
abstracted, and did not appear to hear me. 

abstraction [aeb'straekfn] tt -1. [of a person, 

somebody's manner] see abstracted. -2. [in 

one's thinking] an idea that is concerned with 
something general and not with a particular 
person, situation etc □ a tendency to think in 
abstractions. 

abstruse [aeb'strurs] adj [comment, idea, theory] 
that is difficult to understand □ / found his ar¬ 
guments abstruse, to say the least. 

absurd [3b's3:rd] adj [idea, situation, decision] 
that is so strange and different from what is 
normal or expected that it is hard to believe 
or take seriously □ How absurd! □ / feel/look 
absurd in this outfit. 

absurdity [3b's3:rd3ti] (j?l absurdities) tt an ab¬ 
surd idea or thing □ The legal system is full of 
such absurdities. □ You can imagine the absurdity 
of the situation. 

absurdly [3b's3:rdli] adv a word used to ex¬ 
press how extreme and unreasonable some¬ 
thing is □ absurdly high prices. 
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ABTA [’aebta] (abbr of Association of British 
Travel Agents) n an organization that pays 
money to customers of travel agents if the 
travel agency goes bankrupt. 

Abu Dhabi [US ,a:bu'da:bi, GB ,aebu-] the largest 
state and capital of the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, in eastern Arabia, size: 74,000 sq kms. 
POPULATION: 670,000. 

abundance [s'bAndans] n an amount of some¬ 
thing that is more than one needs □ an abun¬ 
dance of raw materials. 

♦ in abundance adv in large amounts □ There 
was food in abundance. 

abundant [a'bAndsnt] adj that is more than 
enough o There is an abundant supply of food. 

abundantly [a'bAndantli] adv -1. abundantly 
ciear/obvious very clear/obvious □ It was 
abundantly obvious that Jenny wasn't in the 
slightest bit interested. -2. [exist, grow] in large 
amounts □ Wild asparagus is found abundantly 
in this area. 

abuse [« a'bju:s, vb a'bjuiz] o n -1. [in words] 

offensive words that somebody uses in or¬ 
der to insult another person □ They shouted 
abuse at the police. □ a term of abuse. -2. [of a 

child] cruel or harmful treatment, especially 
of somebody young or helpless □ victims of 
sexual abuse □ The abuse went on for years. 
-3. [of drugs, power] the excessive or unrea¬ 
sonable use of something □ Such positions are 
open to abuse. □ alcohol abuse, 
o vt -1. [person in authority] to make insulting 
remarks to <sb> □ Murray was sent off for 
abusing the referee. -2. [child, wife} to treat 
<sb> badly, cruelly, or violently □ He was 
abused as a child. -3. [authority, privilege) to use 
<power> in an excessive or unreasonable 
way □ He has abused the system/our trust. 

abuser [a'bju:z3r] n a person who abuses 
somebody or something □ a clinic for alcohol 
abusers. 

abusive [a'bjuisiv] adj [person, behavior, lan¬ 

guage] that is offensive and insulting □ 
There's no need to be abusive! 

abut [a'bAt] (pt & pp abutted, cont abutting) vi 
to abut onto sthg [onto a building, piece of land] 

to be next to one end of sthg (formal use). 

abysmal [a'bizml] adj [standard, performance, 

failure] very bad □ What abysmal weather! 

abysmally [a'bizmah] adv -1. [perform, fail] very 
badly □ / tried to convince them but I failed abys¬ 
mally. -2. abysmally low/small very low/small 
□ an abysmally slow growth rate. 

abyss [a'bis] n (literary use) -1. a very deep 
hole. -2. a very dangerous situation. 

a/c -1. abbr of account. -2. abbr of air- 
conditioning. 

AC n -1. abbr of athletics club. -2. abbr of alter¬ 
nating current. 
NOTE: Compare DC. 

academic baeka'demik] o adj -1. [job, qualifica¬ 

tion, life] that is connected with the field of 
education, especially at college or university 
□ Her academic results are excellent. -2. [pupil, 

student] who is good at studying, especially 
in subjects that involve thinking and writing 

rather than practical work □ The course 
stresses academic rather than practical skills. 
-3. [question, outcome] that has no impor¬ 
tance in relation to a real situation □ From 
that moment on, the result was purely academic, 
o n [at college, university] someone who 
teaches or does research □ Scott went on to 
become an academic. 

academically [.aeka'demikli] adv from an edu¬ 
cational point of view □ He is very talented 
academically, but not good at sports. 

academic year n the period of the year when 
classes take place at college or university, 

academy [a’kaedami] (pi academies) n -1. a 
school or college, usually specializing in one 
subject □ a naval/military academy. -2. a society 
whose aim is to promote science or art □ the 
Royal Academy. 

ACAS ['eikaes] (abbr of Advisory Conciliation 
and Arbitration Service) n a British organiza¬ 
tion that tries to solve disputes between 
management and unions, 

accede [aek'sird] vi (formal use) -1. to accede to 
sthg (to a request, demand] to agree to sthg □ 
He finally acceded to their demands. -2. to ac¬ 
cede to the throne to become king or queen, 

accelerate [ak'seloreit] o vi -1. auto [vehicle] to 
go faster; [driver] to make a vehicle go faster 
□ The truck accelerated away. -2. [change, 

growth, pace] to increase in speed □ The fall in 
sales has accelerated over the summer, o vt 
[change, growth, pace] to make <sthg> hap¬ 
pen faster than expected or than before □ 
The success of the advertising campaign has ac¬ 
celerated demand. 

acceleration [ak.seta'reijn] « -1. [of change, 

growth, pace] see accelerate. -2. auto [of a vehi¬ 

cle] the time it takes for a car, motorcycle 
etc to reach a high speed □ This model has 
good/poor acceleration. 

accelerator [ak'selareita1)] tt the pedal in a car, 
on a motorcycle etc that the driver presses 
to make the vehicle go faster, 

accelerator card « an electronic device that 
can be added to a computer to make it 
work faster. 

accelerator pedal n = accelerator, 

accent ['asksent] n -1. [of speaker] a way of 
pronouncing words that may show which 
region, country, or social class somebody 
comes from □ He spoke with a foreign/a South¬ 
ern accent. -2. [in writing] a mark, usually 
above a letter, that shows how it should be 
pronounced □ There’s an accent on the "o" in 
"maton". -3. the accent is on sthg particular 
importance is given to sthg □ The accent here 
is on teamwork. 

accentuate [aek'sentfueit] vt [feature, aspect] to 
make <sthg> more obvious □ The thin dress 
only accentuated her frailness. 

accept [ak'sept] vf -1. [gift, prize, invitation] to 
agree to take <sthg that is offered> □ / vvas 
unable to accept their offer of a free trip, m 
please accept our apologies/our thanks an ex¬ 
pression used to apologize/to thank some¬ 
body (formal use). -2. [suggestion, proposal, 
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piece of advice] to say that one agrees with 
<what somebody says>, and will do what 
they say □ The government accepted the recom¬ 
mendations of the committee. -3. [excuse, expla¬ 
nation, account] to say that one finds <sthg> 
reasonable □ I can't accept that argument. □ It is 
generally accepted that this chemical can cause 
cancer. -4. [situation, fact] to decide that one 
cannot change or improve <sthg> o They re¬ 
fused to accept the appalling working conditions. 
-5. to accept responsibility/the blame for sthg 
to say that one is responsible/to blame for 
sthg □ The company must accept full responsibil¬ 
ity for what has happened. -6. [candidate, new 
member] to say that <sb> can join an institu¬ 
tion or organization □ She's been accepted by 
Harvard. -7. [newcomer, foreigner] to treat <sb> 
as if they belong to one’s family, group etc 
□ It took a long time before she felt accepted by 
her team-mates. -8. [currency, cash] to take 
<sthg> as payment □ We accept all major cred¬ 
it cards. -9. (coin, diskette, data] to be able to 
work when <sthg> is put in it □ This machine 
only accepts quarters. 

acceptable [ak'septabl] adj -1. [behavior, dress, 
situation] that can be tolerated, especially be¬ 
cause it is not believed to be morally wrong 
□ It is no longer socially acceptable to drink and 
drive. -2. [plan, piece of work, candidate] that is 
good enough a As a temporary measure it’s 
perfectly acceptable. □ We eventually found a so¬ 
lution that was acceptable to everyone. 

acceptably [ak'septabli] adv -1. [behave, dress] 
see acceptable □ It’s possible to eat acceptably 
without spending a fortune. -2. acceptably 
high/low high/low enough. 

acceptance [ak'septans] n -1. [by an institution] 
an offer of membership, a place etc made by 
an institution or organization such as a club 
or university to an applicant or candidate □ 
a letter of acceptance. -2. [of a prize, proposal, 
situation] see accept □ an acceptance speech. 
-3. to gain or win acceptance [idea, method] to 
be believed or supported by an increasing 
number of people □ Vegetarianism has gradual¬ 
ly gained acceptance among the middle classes. 

accepted [ak'septad] adj [idea, fact] that is be¬ 
lieved by most people to be correct □ It’s 
now accepted that too much sun ages the skin. 

access ['aekses] o « -1. [to a building] a way of 
getting into a place □ The kitchen gives access 
to the garage. ■ to gain access to a place to 
manage to enter a place □ Thieves had gained 
access to the house through an upstairs window. 
■ 'disabled access' a sign indicating a special 
way into a place designed for people in 
wheelchairs. -2. [to information, a person] the 
opportunity to use something or contact 
somebody □ He has access to the children at 
weekends. □ Access to these files is restricted, 
o vt computing [data, files] to get cinforma- 
tion> from a computer’s memory □ How do I 
access the master file? 

accessibility [ak.sesa'bilati] tv. see accessible. 

accessible [ak'sesabl] adj -1. (place] that is pos¬ 
sible to reach □ The village is only accessible by 
boat. -2. [price, product] that many people can 

afford □ Computers are now accessible to every¬ 
one. -3. [book, reportl that is easy to under¬ 
stand □ Modem music is becoming more acces¬ 
sible to the man in the street. 

accession [aek'sejn] n [of a king, queen] see ac¬ 
cede. 

accessory [ak'sesari] {pi accessories) « -1. [for a 
machinel an extra part that is not essential □ 
car accessories. -2. law a person who helps a 
criminal before or after a crime, e.g. by help¬ 
ing to plan it, but is not present when the 
crime is committed □ an accessory to murder. 

♦ accessories npl things, e.g. belts, hand¬ 
bags, or jewelry, that are worn or carried 
with particular clothes. 

access road n construction a road that leads 
to a building site, housing project etc. 

access time « the time it takes to access a 
piece of information that is stored in a com¬ 
puter. 

accident [’aeksadant] n -1. an unexpected 
event that often causes damage or injury □ 
Many accidents in the home involve electricity. □ 
He was killed in a road/riding accident. □ a minor/ 
serious accident □ accident insurance. ■ to have 
an accident to damage something or injure 
oneself without meaning to; [in a car] to 
crash □ He had an accident at work. -2. it was 
an accident it was not done deliberately □ / 
didn't mean to break it, it was an accident! 

♦ by accident adv [meet, discover] without be¬ 
ing planned or expected in advance □ I found 
out the answer completely by accident. 

accidental [.aeksa'dentl] adj -1. [death, injury] 
that happens as a result of an accident, e.g. 
a car accident. -2. [meeting, discovery] that 
happens by accident □ It was totally accidental 
that they were both wearing the same dress. □ 
accidental breakages. 

accidentally [.Eeksa'denth] adv [happen, meet, 
discover] see accidental □ / accidentally knocked 
over the bottle. 

accident-prone adj [person] who often has ac¬ 
cidents □ He's very accident-prone. 

acclaim [a'kleim] o n strong praise □ Her new 
book had received great critical acclaim, o vt 
[writer, book, play] to praise <sb/sthg> very 
much □ a widely-acclaimed author. 

acclamation [.aekla'meijn] n loud approval of 
somebody or something, 

acclimate [a'klaimat] vt & vi US = acclimatize, 

acclimatize [a'klaimstaiz] o vt to acclimatize 
oneself, to become acclimatized to get used 
to a new climate, new surroundings, or new 
customs, o vi: You'll soon acclimatize to the 
heat. 

accolade ['aekaleid] n public praise and ap¬ 
proval □ This award is the highest accolade the 
acting profession gives to its members. 

accommodate [a'kDmadeit] vt -1. [apartment, 
car] to have enough room for <sb/sthg> □ 
The car will accommodate up to five people. 
-2. [institution] to provide a place to live for 
<sb> □ The council has a duty to accommodate 
homeless families. -3. [person] to help <sb> by 
giving them what they need or have asked 
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for □ The management refused to accommodate 
the union's requests. 

accommodating [a'kDfnadeitig] adj [person] 
willing to help □ The staff at the hotel were 
very accommodating. 

accommodation [a.kDma'deiJn] n -1. [in a hotel] 
a place to live or sleep □ overnight/furnished/ 
hotel accommodation. -2. business a place to 
work □ office accommodation. 

♦ accommodations npl us food, services, 
and seats or rooms provided for a guest in a 
hotel, or a passenger on a ship, plane, or 
train (formal use). 

accompaniment [a'kAmpammant] n -1. music 
played on an instrument as a support while 
somebody sings or plays the main instru¬ 
ment □ a piano/guitar accompaniment. -2. an ac¬ 
companiment to sthg something that goes 
with sthg and makes it look better or taste 
better □ The puree is an excellent accompani¬ 
ment to roast lamb. 

accompanist [a'kAmpanast] n a person who 
plays a musical accompaniment. 

accompany [a'kAmpani] {ft & fp accompanied) 
vt -1. to go somewhere with <sb> □ / accom¬ 
panied her to the station. -2. to be accompanied 
by sthg to happen at the same time or be in 
the same place as sthg □ The letter was ac¬ 
companied by an invoice. -3. music to play an 
accompaniment for <a singer or musician> □ 
He accompanied her on the guitar. 

accomplice [a'kAmpIas] n a person who helps 
somebody else to do something illegal. 

accomplish [a'kAmpliJ] vt [task, aim] to com¬ 
plete <sthg> successfully □ / haven't accom¬ 
plished much this morning. 

accomplished [a'kAmpliJt] adj [cook, sailor, mu¬ 
sician] who is very good at doing a particular 
job or hobby. 

accomplishment [a'kAmphJmant] tt -1. [of a 
task, aim] see accomplish. -2. something that 
has been successfully done by somebody 
and that they can be proud of □ That's quite 
an accomplishment. 

♦ accomplishments npl the special skills or 
talents that a person has □ one of her many 
accomplishments. 

accord [s'ka;rd] n a formal agreement n The 
two countries have reached an accord. □ a peace 
accord. 

♦ in accord adj to be in accord with sb/sthg to 
agree with sb/sthg. 

♦ of one's own accord adv [go, resign, say 
something] without being forced or persuad¬ 
ed □ She left the firm entirely of her own accord. 

accordance [a'koVdns] ♦ in accordance with 
prep following what is stated by <a law, 
custom, one’s instructions> etc □ Our staff 
were acting in accordance with standard pro¬ 
cedure. 

according [a'koddig] ♦ according to prep 
-1. as stated by <a person, report, text> etc 
□ According to witnesses, the plane caught fire 
before crashing. ■ to go according to plan 
[event, visit! to happen the way that has been 
planned □ Everything went according to plan, 

and the party was a success. -2. depending on 
<age, ability, preference> etc □ Prices vary ac¬ 
cording to how long the job will take. □ Salary ac¬ 
cording to age and experience.' 

accordingly [a'koddigli] adv -1. [act, behave] in 
a way that is suitable, considering what has 
already been said or done □ / was a good 
worker and I expected to be paid accordingly. 
-2. accordingly,... as a result □ The rains failed 
to come. Accordingly, many crops died from lack 
of water. 

accordion [a'kDddjan] n a musical instrument 
shaped like a box with keys and buttons 
that is played by squeezing the sides togeth¬ 
er to make the air inside produce a note. 

accordionist [a'koddjanast] n a musician who 
plays the accordion. 

accost [a'knst] vt to approach <sb who one 
does not know> and speak to them, some¬ 
times to threaten them (formal use) □ / was 
accosted in the street by a tramp. 

account [a'kaunt] n -1. [at a bank] an arrange¬ 
ment to keep money in a bank; the money 
kept by somebody at a bank □ a bank account 
□ / have an account with Eurocity Bank. □ It's 
time we opened a business account, o an ac¬ 
count name/number. -2. [at a store] an arrange¬ 
ment with a store or company for paying 
for something later □ Charge it to my account. 
□ / bought it on account. □ an account customer. 
-3. a customer who does a lot of business 
with a company □ Jonathan looks after the 
Skyways account. -4. [of an event] a report, de¬ 
scription, or explanation □ She gave her ac¬ 
count of the accident to the police. -5. phrases to 
call sb to account to make sb explain why 
they have done something wrong □ Despite 
his mistakes, he was never called to account. ■ 
to give a good account of oneself to do some¬ 
thing well that makes people praise or re¬ 
spect one □ She gave a good account of herself 
in the interview. ■ to take account of sthg, to 
take sthg into account to think carefully 
about sthg before making a final decision or 
judgment □ I/Ve have to take into account the 
fact that he's been under a lot of pressure lately. 
■ to be of no account not to be important □ 
He is a person of little account. 

♦ accounts npl a record of money spent and 
received by a business; the department in a 
company that deals with this □ His elder 
brother keeps the company's accounts. □ the ac¬ 
counts department. 

♦ by all accounts adv according to what 
everybody says or writes □ He was, by all ac¬ 
counts, a formidable man. 

♦ on account of prep because of <sthg> □ 
The delivery was late on account of the airline 
strike. □ Don't stay at home just on my account. 

♦ on no account adv a phrase used to em¬ 
phasize that something must not happen □ 
On no account should you talk to anybody else 
about this. 

♦ account for vt fits -1. to account for sthg [for 
one's behavior, a mistake] to explain <sthg that 
is wrong or unexpected> □ How do you ac¬ 
count for this discrepancy in the figures? -2. to 
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account for sthg [for a part of sthg] to be a par¬ 
ticular amount or part of sthg □ Direct sales 
account for 40% of the company's profits. 

accountability [a.kaonts'bilati] n: see account¬ 
able □ There were calls for greater police ac¬ 
countability. 

accountable [a'kauntabl] adj -1. to be account¬ 
able for sthg to be responsible for sthg □ The 
company cannot be held accountable for damage 
to clients' property. -2. to be accountable to sb 
to have to be able to explain one’s actions 
to sb □ Congress must be fully accountable to 
the public. 

accountancy [a'kauntansi] « = accounting. 

accountant [s'kaontant] n a person whose job 
is to keep or check accounts, or give finan¬ 
cial advice. 

account executive n a person whose job is 
to handle the business done with the cus¬ 
tomers of their company, 

accounting [s'kauntirfi n the profession of an 
accountant □ an accounting firm/method. 

accouterments [a'kuitrmants] us, accoutre¬ 
ments [a'kurtrsmants] GB npl the equipment 
somebody has with them for travel, sport 
etc (formal or humorous use), 

accredited [s'kredstad] adj [authority, ambassa¬ 

dor, representative] officially accepted □ Being 
an accredited journalist allows me to go almost 
anywhere I want. 

accrue [a'kru:] vi [money, interest] to increase in 
amount gradually □ advantages accruing to 
property owners □ accrued interest/income. 

accumulate [a'kjuimjaleit] o vt [money, facts, 

possessions] to collect a large amount of 
<sthg> over a period of time □ Over the years 
he accumulated a collection of fine paintings. □ 
Children have a tendency to accumulate junk, 
o vi [money, substance] to grow in amount 
over a period of time □ You have to clean the 
engine regularly to prevent dirt from accumulat¬ 
ing. 

accumulation [a.kjinmjs'leijn] n -1. [of dirt, 

knowledge, chemicals] a group or amount of 
things that has grown bigger over a period 
of time □ a large accumulation of capital. -2. [of 

money, facts, possessions] see accumulate □ 
Their gradual accumulation of smaller companies 
is viewed with suspicion. 

accuracy ['aekjsrasi] n: see accurate □ The accu¬ 
racy of his spelling leaves a lot to be desired. □ 
The missile hits its target with 98% accuracy. 

accurate ['aekjsrst] adj -1. [information, descrip¬ 

tion, report] that is correct because the details 
are very close to the truth □ The costumes 
worn by the actors are historically accurate. □ 
These figures are as accurate as it is possible to 
be. -2. [piece of equipment, worker] that pro¬ 
duces correct results □ an accurate typist. 

accurately ['aekjaratli] adv [report, describe, type] 

see accurate □ Please quote accurately from your 
sources. 

accusation [.Eekja'zeifn] « -1. a statement that 
accuses somebody of doing something bad 
or wrong □ The mayor resigned amid accusa¬ 
tions of corruption. -2. law a formal charge 

that officially accuses somebody of a crime 
□ They brought an accusation of criminal negli¬ 
gence against the firm. -3. a feeling that some¬ 
body has done something bad or wrong □ 
There was a note of accusation in her voice. 

accuse [s'kjuiz] vt -1. to say that <sb> has 
done something bad □ Are you accusing me of 
lying? □ Several countries were accused of break¬ 
ing the arms embargo. -2. law to state official¬ 
ly that <sb> has committed a crime □ Hicks 
was accused of murder. 

accused [a'kjuizd] {pi accused) n the accused 
the person in a trial who has been charged 
with a crime □ The accused pleads guilty. 

accuser [3'kju:zsr] n one’s accuser the person 
who accuses one of having done something, 

accusing [s'kjurzig] adj [look, voice] that sug¬ 
gests that somebody has done something 
wrong □ He pointed an accusing finger at her. 

accusingly [a'kjuizigli] adv [look, speak] see ac¬ 
cusing □ "I thought you were on a diet," she said 
accusingly. 

accustomed [a'kAstsmd] adj to be accustomed 
to sthg to be used to sthg □ I'm not accus¬ 
tomed to rich food. □ You'll soon get accustomed 
to driving on the left. 

ace [eis] o n -1. cards the playing card with 
only one symbol on it that has either the 
lowest or the highest value □ the ace of 
spades. -2. sport a serve in tennis, handball 
etc that one’s opponent cannot reach. 
-3. phrase to be or come within an ace of sthg 
to come very close to sthg □ They came with¬ 
in an ace of bankruptcy/of being caught, o adj 
[marksman, athlete] very good, 

acerbic [a's3:rbik] adj [person, remark, wit] un¬ 
kind and critical. 

acetate [‘aesstert] « -1. a chemical made from 
acetic acid. -2. a smooth synthetic material 
used for making curtains, clothes etc. 

acetic acid [s.siitik-] n the acid in vinegar. 
FORMULA: CH3 COOH. 

acetone ['tesatoun] n a clear liquid, used in 
solvents, nail polish remover etc, that 
catches fire very easily, formula: CH3. 

acetylene [a'setalun] n a colorless gas that 
burns brightly and is used in lamps, welding 
equipment etc. FORMULA: C3. 

ache [eik] o « a continuous dull pain in a part 
of one’s body □ aches and pains, o vi 
-1. [head, back, tooth] to hurt in a dull con¬ 
tinuous way □ My feet were aching after my 
long walk. -2. to be aching to do sthg to want 
to do sthg very much □ She was aching to tell 
them. 

achieve [a'tjfiv] vt [aim, goal, effect] to succeed 
in doing or getting <sthg useful or desir- 
able> □ In the last two years we have achieved 
far greater profitability, o / don't feel we've 
achieved much this morning. 

achievement [a'tjiivmant] n -1. something 
successful one has done that needs a lot of 
effort or skill □ Winning three championships in 
a row is a magnificent achievement. □ Finishing a 
book gives you a real sense of achievement. 
-2. [of a goal, ambition] see achieve. 
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Achilles' heel [a.kiliiz-] n a weakness in the 
character of a person. 

Achilles' tendon « the tendon at the back of 
one’s leg above one’s heel. 

acid ['aesid] o adj -1. [liquid, soil] = acidic. 
-2. [fruit, drink] that tastes sour and sharp like 
lemons □ It tastes slightly acid. -3. [person, re¬ 

mark] that is unkind, unpleasant, and critical 
□ an acid tone of voice, o n science a chemical 
that can combine with other substances and 
can dissolve things that it touches. It makes 
litmus paper turn red. □ sulphuric acid □ The 
acid had leaked out of the batteries. 
NOTE: Compare alkali. 

acidic [a'sidik] adj [liquid, soil] that contains an 
acid or has a pH value of less than 7. 
NOTE: Compare alkaline. 

acidity [a'sidati] n: see acid □ the acidity of her 
comments □ high acidity levels. 

acid rain n rain containing acid from indus¬ 
trial pollution that can damage the environ¬ 
ment. 

acid test n the acid test the best way of prov¬ 
ing whether something works or is true □ 
The acid test of the new policy will come at the 
next elections. 

acknowledge [ak'nolid3] vr -1. to acknowledge 
(that)... to accept that a particular situation 
exists or is true □ While acknowledging (that) 
mistakes had been made, he continued to defend 
his policy. □ She still refuses to acknowledge her 
guilt. -2. [contribution, role, achievement] to say 
officially that somebody has done <sthg 
valuable or important;*. ■ to be acknowl¬ 
edged as sthg to be thought by most people 
to be sthg good or admirable □ The new sena¬ 
tor is acknowledged as one of the country's most 
talented politicians. -3. [message, letter! to con¬ 
firm that one has received <sthg> □ Sign 
here to acknowledge receipt of this document. 
-4. [person] to show that one has seen or 
recognized <sb> □ She acknowledged him with 
a shy smile. 

acknowledgement, acknowledgment [ak'nd- 
id3mant] n -1. [of a fact, person, message] see 
acknowledge □ in acknowledgment of your letter 
of June 14 a a letter of acknowledgment. -2. [of 

a letter] a confirmation, usually written, that 
something has been received □ Did we receive 
an acknowledgment for that package we sent? 

♦ acknowledgments np>l the short piece of 
writing, usually at the beginning of a book, 
that thanks people who have helped the 
author. 

ACLU (abbr of American Civil Liberties Union) n 
the ACLU a US organization that protects 
people’s rights. 

acme ['aekmi] n [of perfection, one's career] the 
highest point of something (formal use). 

acne [’aekni] n a skin condition, common 
among adolescents, that consists of pimples 
on the face and neck □ a young boy suffering 
from terrible acne. 

acorn [’eika:rn] n the nut of the oak tree, half 
enclosed in a wooden shell. 

acoustic [a'kuistik] adj [effect, feature] that is 

concerned with sound, or the acoustics of a 

place. 
♦ acoustics tipi the way that the shape, size, 

and wall coverings of a room, theater etc af¬ 
fect how music and speech sound to the 
audience □ The acoustics are very good in here. 

acoustic guitar n a guitar that is not electric, 

acquaint [a'kweint] vt -1. (formed use) to ac¬ 
quaint sb with sthg (with information, rules] to 
tell sb sthg □ Let me acquaint you with the de¬ 
tails of the case. ■ to be acquainted with sthg 
to know sthg or know about it □ Are you ful¬ 
ly acquainted with the facts of this case? -2. to 
be acquainted with sb to know sb slightly 
but not well □ The party was a good opportu¬ 
nity for everyone to get better acquainted. 

acquaintance [a'kweintns] n -1. a person one 
knows slightly but not well □ An acquaintance 
of mine told me. -2. to make sb's acquaintance 
to meet sb for the first time (formal use) □ I'm 
pleased to make your acquaintance. 

acquiesce [.askwi’es] v< to agree to somebody 
else’s demands, terms etc, often unwillingly 
(formal use) □ The government will never acqui¬ 
esce to the terrorists' demands. 

acquire [a'kwaiar] vt -1. [property, company, in¬ 

formation] to buy or get <sthg valuable> □ 
They have recently acquired shares in the compa¬ 
ny. -2. [habit, reputation, skill] to gradually be¬ 
gin to have or develop <sthg> □ The word 
has acquired a new meaning in recent years. 

acquired taste [o'kwaiard-] « something one 
does not like at first, but may begin to like 
after trying it several times □ Oysters are an 
acquired taste. 

acquisition [.aekwa'zijn] n -1. something, e.g. 
a piece of clothing or furniture, that one has 
acquired □ The museum's latest acquisition has 
caused a public outcry. -2. [of knowledge, proper¬ 

ty, a skill] see acquire □ The company has grown 
through the acquisition of smaller businesses. 

acquisitive [a'kwizativ] adj [person] who al¬ 
ways wants to get more possessions (disap¬ 
proving use). 

acquit [a'kwit] (pt & pp acquitted, cont acquit¬ 
ting) vt -1. law to state officially that <sb> is 
not guilty of a crime they have been ac¬ 
cused of □ He was acquitted of the murder. 
-2. to acquit oneself well/badly to perform 
well/badly in a particular situation (formal 
use). 

acquittal [a'kwitl] n law [of a person] see acquit, 

acre [’eikar] « a unit (4,047 square meters) for 
measuring land □ a ranch of 300 acres or a 
300-acre ranch. 

acreage [’eikarid3] n the area of a piece of 
land, measured in acres. 

acrid ['aekrid] adj [smell, smoke] that makes 
one’s eyes or nose sting; [taste] that is bitter 
and strong □ Firefighters were overcome by the 
acrid fumes. □ The leaves had an acrid taste. 

acrimonious [,aekra'mounjas] adj [dispute, de¬ 

bate] see acrimony □ They had an acrimonious 
discussion about money. 

acrimony [US 'askramoum, GB -ramani] n anger 
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and bitterness □ Their meetings always ended 
in acrimony. 

acrobat ['aekrabaet] n a person who performs 
gymnastic acts, usually in a circus. 

acrobatic [.aekrs'baetik] adj [movement, display] 
that involves difficult gymnastic acts, e.g. 
somersaults. 

♦ acrobatics npl acrobatic movements □ an 
impressive display of acrobatics. 

acronym ['aekramm] « a word made from the 
first letters of the words in a name, tide etc, 
such as AIDS or NATO. 

across [a'kros] o adv -1. to walk across to 
walk from one side of a street, room etc to 
the other □ She ran across to speak to me. 
-2. to be or measure 40 feet across to meas¬ 
ure 40 feet from one side to the other □ The 
lake here is over a mile across. -3. 21 across the 
word in a crossword written from left to 
right and with the number 21. 
o prep -1. to go across the sea to go from 
one side of the sea to the other □ The dog 
came running across the road toward me. ■ to lie 
across a bed to lie on a bed, usually side¬ 
ways, partly covering it □ He leant across the 
table to me. -2. to live across the street to live 
on the other side of the street □ He stared at 
me from across the room. 

♦ across from prep on the other side of the 
road, room etc from <sb/sthg> □ The bank is 
just across from the garage. 

across-the-board adj [increase, reduction] that 
affects everything or everybody in an indus¬ 
try, company, sector etc □ an across-the-board 
rise in salaries. 

♦ across the board adv: The salary cut will be 
applied across the board. 

acrylic [a'krilik] « a synthetic material that 
looks like cotton or wool □ an acrylic sweater. 

acrylic (paint) n a synthetic paint used by 
artists. 

act [aekt] o n -1. something that somebody 
has done □ an act of war/treason/violence. ■ to 
catch sb in the act to discover sb doing 
something bad, illegal etc. -2. law a law 
made by a government □ the Single European 
Act. -3. theater & music one of the main sec¬ 
tions of a play, opera, or ballet □ a three-act 
play. -4. theater, tv, & radio a short perfor¬ 
mance by an entertainer; a person, group, or 
animal giving this performance □ There's a 
comedy act on after the singer. -5. it's all (just) 
an act a phrase used to say that somebody’s 
behavior does not show their real feelings □ 
She seems very calm, but it's all just an act. ■ to 
put on an act to pretend to be, do, or feel 
something □ He's not really angry, he's just put¬ 
ting on an act. -6. phrases to get in on the act 
to join in or take advantage of something 
that other people are already doing a Other 
companies are now trying to get in on the act. ■ 
to get one's act together to begin to behave 
in a more organized and effective way (infor¬ 
mal use) □ It’s time you got your act together and 
found a job. 
o vi -1. [organization, government, police] to do 
something that has a particular purpose □ 

We have to act quickly to help these people. 
-2. [person] to behave in a particular way □ 
You've been acting strangely toward me all even¬ 
ing. □ I'd been acting like a fool. □ She acts as if 
she's already got the job. -3. theater, cinema, & 
tv [actor, actress] to perform in a play or 
movie, or on television □ She's been acting 
professionally since she left school. -4. [person] 
to pretend to have a particular quality □ He 
acts dumb, but he's really a sharp businessman. 
-5. [chemical, drug] to start to have an effect □ 
It acts faster than any other painkiller. -6. to act 
as sthg [as somebody's agent, guide, lawyer] to 
work as sthg for somebody; [as a device] to 
be used as sthg; [as a deterrent, barrier, incen¬ 
tive] to have the effect of being sthg □ / had 
to act as interpreter. □ The reduction in interest 
rates should act as a stimulus to the economy, m 
to act for or on behalf of sb [agent, lawyer] to 
work for sb and deal with a particular mat¬ 
ter for them □ lawyers acting for Mrs Turner, 
o vt to play <a role> in a play or movie. ■ 
to act the fool/innocent etc to pretend to be 
more foolish/innocent etc than one really is. 

♦ act on vt fus -1. to act on sthg to obey or 
follow sthg □ Woods claimed he was acting on 
instructions from his superiors. -2. to act on sb/ 
sthg to have an effect on sb/sthg □ The drug 
acts on the nervous system. 

♦ act out vt sep -1. to act sthg out [fantasy, de¬ 
sire] to express one’s feelings or ideas in 
one’s behavior. -2. to act sthg out [event, sto¬ 
ry, scene] to show sthg that has happened by 
acting, sometimes without words. 

♦ act up vi (informal use) [car, machine] not to 
work as it should; [child, dog] to behave bad¬ 
ly □ The car's acting up again! 

ACT abbr of Australian Capital Territory. 

acting [ aektiol o adj acting manager/head etc 
the person who is in the position of 
manager/head etc until a permanent replace¬ 
ment is found □ Richard has been appointed 
acting director while Sarah is away, on-1. [in 
plays, movies] the profession of performing in 
plays or movies □ I've decided to go into acting. 
-2. [of an actor] the quality of an actor’s per¬ 
formance □ His acting is superb. 

action ['aekfn] n -1. something that has to be 
done, usually to solve a problem or difficul¬ 
ty □ It's time for action. ■ to take action to do 
something to deal with a problem □ We 
must take immediate action if we want to avoid 
further losses. □ The police decided to take no 
further action and dropped the charge. ■ to put 
sthg into action [idea, plan] to begin to use 
sthg or let it work □ It'll be several months be¬ 
fore we can put this plan into action. ■ in action 
[person, machine] working or performing □ 
They're an impressive team: you should see them 
in action. ■ out of action [person] unable to 
carry out one’s normal activities, usually be¬ 
cause of injury; [machine, car] not working 
because it is damaged □ I’ve been out of action 
for six weeks with a broken leg. □ The computer 
is out of action again. -2. one's actions what 
one has done on a particular occasion □ She 
defended her actions as being entirely justifiable. 
-3. military fighting □ He was killed in action. 
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-4. law a charge made against somebody in 
court □ He brought a libel action against the 
newspaper. -5. [in a play, book, movie] the 
events that happen in a book, play etc □ 
Most of the action takes place in the last half 
hour. -6. [of light, a chemical, drug] the effect 
that something has on something else □ The 
caves are formed by the action of water on the 
rock. -7. the action the most important and 
exciting events connected with an activity □ 
I want to be where the action is! 

action group n a group of people formed to 
persuade politicians to accept or reject a par¬ 
ticular proposal or policy. 

action replay n gb tv a slow replay of part of 
a sports event. 

activate [‘aektiveit] vt [alarm, missile] to make 
<an electric or electronic device> start 
working □ This button here activates the whole 
system. 

active f'aektiv] adj -1. [person] who is always 
doing things or moving about □ She's very 
active for her age. -2. to be active [animal] to be 
awake and doing things □ Bats are active at 
night. -3. [member, campaigner] who does 
something to support an organization or a 
cause □ The club has 200 active members. □ He 
was active in persuading countries to ban the 
tests. -4. [encouragement, support] that is 
done, given etc with energy and enthusiasm 
□ We will take active steps to recruit new mem¬ 
bers. -5. [volcano] that can still erupt; Ibomb] 

that can still explode. -6. an active ingredient 
the substance in a medicine, cleaning prod¬ 
uct etc that produces a chemical effect. 

actively ['aektivlr] adv [encourage, support, con¬ 

sider] see active □ The entire workforce was ac¬ 
tively involved in the discussions. 

active service n military service in a war that 
involves fighting □ He was killed while on ac¬ 
tive service. 

activist ['aektavast] n a person who is directly 
involved in political action, e.g. campaigning 
□ a political activist. 

activity [aek'tivati] (pi activities) n -1. [in a place] 

a situation in which a lot of things are hap¬ 
pening □ There has been very little activity on 
the stock market today. -2. [by a person] some¬ 
thing that somebody does in their spare 
time for enjoyment □ He lists his leisure activ¬ 
ities as chess and skiing. □ an activity leader. 

♦ activities npl things that people do, usually 
of a political or illegal kind □ their involvement 
in terrorist activities. 

act of God n a natural event, e.g. a flood, 
storm, or earthquake, that cannot be pre¬ 
vented or predicted. 

actor ['eekt3r] n a person who acts in plays, 
movies, or on television. 

actress f'aektras] n a woman who acts in plays 
or movies, or on television. 

ACTU (iibbr of Australian Council of Trade Un¬ 
ions) « the ACTU the national association of 
Australian labor unions. 

actual ['Eektjual] adj -1. [size, time, price] that is 
real, rather than supposed, intended, 

claimed etc □ The actual cost was $1,000 more 
than we had estimated. □ / can't remember her 
actual words. -2. a word used to emphasize 
the most important part of what is being 
said □ The whole trip takes three hours, but the 
actual flight itself only lasts fifty minutes. 

♦ in actual fact adv a phrase used to intro¬ 
duce information that says the opposite of 
what has just been said □ / thought I’d hate 
Madrid, but in actual fact I loved it. 

actuality [,aektJu'aelsti] ♦ in actuality adv = in 
fact. 

actually ['asktjuah] adv -1. a word used to say 
that something is true, that it has happened 
in real life, and is not a mistake □ Yes, but 
did you actually see him take the money? □ / 
didn't actually mean to hurt him. -2. actually,... a 
word used to draw attention to what one is 
saying, especially because it is a new idea or 
because one has just remembered it □ Actual¬ 
ly, on second thought, I'll do it myself. □ Oh, actu¬ 
ally, I’ll be away next week. -3. actually,... a 
word used to make what one is saying 
sound more polite, e.g. when one is correct¬ 
ing somebody □ "/ don’t suppose you've ever 
been there."— "I have, actually." 

actuary ['aektjuari] (pi actuaries) n a person 
whose job is to calculate how much insur¬ 
ance companies should charge their clients. 

actuate [’aektjoeit] vt to make <a device, 
mechanism> etc start working (technical use). 

Act-Up [’EektAp] n an organization that aims to 
protect the rights of people with AIDS. 

acuity [a'kjumti] ti the ability to see, hear, or 
understand small details and differences (for¬ 
mal use). 

acumen [US a'kjuiman, GB 'aekjuman] n the abil¬ 
ity to make good judgments □ business/ 
political acumen. 

acupuncture ['aekjspArjktJV] n a medical treat¬ 
ment, first used in China, that involves 
sticking needles into parts of a person’s 
body. 

acute [a'kjuit] adj -1. [embarrassment, pain, dan¬ 
ger] that is very great; [illness, situation] that 
becomes dangerous very quickly □ There's an 
acute shortage of housing. □ By this time the cri¬ 
sis had become acute. □ acute appendicitis. 
-2. [person] who understands things quickly 
and well □ He has an acute understanding of the 
way the media works. -3. [sight, hearing, sense 
of smell] that can notice slight details and 
differences □ Audrey had exceptionally acute 
powers of observation. -4. linguistics e acute a 
letter e with an acute accent. -5. an acute 
angle math an angle that is less than 90 °. 

acute accent « a symbol (') in the form of a 
short line going upward from left to right, 
placed above a letter. 

acutely [s'kjuitli] adv -1. to be acutely embar¬ 
rassing/unhappy etc to be very embar¬ 
rassing/unhappy etc □ I'm acutely conscious of 
the gaps in my knowledge. -2. [judge, observe; 
remark] see acute. 

ad [red] « = advertisement (informal use). 

AD o (abbr of Anno Domini) since the birth of 
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Jesus Christ, according to the modem West¬ 
ern calendar (used with dates) □ in the year 121 
AD. o n abbr of Alzheimer's disease. 
NOTE: Compare BC. 

adage [’aedid3] n an old wise saying or prov¬ 
erb. 

Adam ['sdsm] in the Bible, the first man cre¬ 
ated by God. He lived with Eve in the Gar¬ 
den of Eden. 

Adam, Robert (1728-1792) a British architect 
and designer. A neoclassical style of archi¬ 
tecture is named after him. 

adamant ['aedamant] adj to be adamant to re¬ 
fuse to change one’s mind or to be persuad¬ 
ed about something □ He's adamant about it/ 
adamant that you didn't tell him. 

Adams ['aedsmz], John (1735-1826) US Presi¬ 
dent from 1796 to 1800. 

Adams, John Quincy (1767-1848) US Presi¬ 
dent from 1825 to 1829. He helped to write 
the Monroe Doctrine, and campaigned 
against slavery. 

Adam's apple n the lump at the front of a 
man’s neck that moves up and down during 
swallowing. 

adapt [a’daept] o vi -1. [method, device, system) 

to change <sthg> so that it is more suitable 
for a particular purpose □ The design of the of¬ 
fice can be adapted to suit the needs of staff. 
-2. cinema & tv [book, play) to change <a 
piece of writing> to make it suitable for the 
television or movies □ The play was adapted 
for television by Frank Nooness. o vi to change 
one’s attitude or behavior in order to deal 
with a new situation □ She found it hard to 
adapt to life in a big city. 

adaptability [a,daepta’bilati] n the ability to 
adapt □ The job requires a certain degree of 
adaptability. 

adaptable [a'daeptabl] adj [person) who is able 
to change their way of thinking or doing 
something in order to deal with new situa¬ 
tions or places □ You need to be very adaptable 
in this business. 

adaptation [.aedaep'teijn] n -1. [of a book] a 
movie or play that has been adapted from a 
novel □ the film adaptation of "Gone with the 
Wind". -2. [of a method, device, system] see 
adapt. 

adapter, adaptor [a'daeptal « electricity 

-1. [for several appliances] a special plug that 
makes it possible to connect several electri¬ 
cal appliances to a single socket. -2. [for one 

appliance] a special plug that makes it pos¬ 
sible to use an electrical appliance when its 
plug does not match the socket □ a travel 
adapter. 

ADC « -1. abbr of aide-de-camp. -2. (abbr of Aid 
to Dependent Children) a state benefit paid to 
poor families with dependent children in the 
USA. -3. (abbr of analog-digital converter) a 
device that converts an analog electrical sig¬ 
nal into a digital form so that it can be pro¬ 
cessed by a digital system. 

add [aed] vt -1. to put <sthg> with something 
else in order to increase its size, amount, or 

effect □ Add a drop more wine, a A 10% service 
charge will be added to the bill. □ The arched win¬ 
dows added a certain charm to the building. -2. 
math to put <numbers> together to make 
a total □ Add those two columns together to 
get the grand total. □ Add 4 and 9 or 4 to 9. -3. 
[when speaking) to say <sthg else> after an¬ 
other comment, remark etc □ / have nothing 
to add. □ "You could always take out a loan," she 
added. 

♦ add In vt sep to add sthg in to include sthg 
as part of a total □ Once you've added in the 
cost of materials, it works out quite expensive. 

♦ add on vt sep to add sthg on to attach sthg 
to something else in order to increase its 
size, amount, or effect □ We've just added on 
a new extension to the house. 

♦ add to vt fus to add to sthg to make sthg 
worse □ Buying a car would only add to our 
financial worries. 

♦ add up o vt sep math = add □ He added up 
the column of figures, o vi it doesn't add up it 
doesn’t seem logical (informal use) □ She told 
the police she'd never met the man before, but it 
just didn't add up. 

♦ add up to vi fus to add up to sthg [set of 

events or circumstances] to mean sthg when 
considered together □ All this adds up to an 
economic crisis of major proportions. 

added [‘aedod] adj an added advantage/bonus 
an extra advantage/bonus □ An added attrac¬ 
tion of the property is its large parking lot. 

addendum [a'dendam] (pi addenda [-’denda]) n 
a section added at the end of a book or 
document. 

adder ['aedar] n a small poisonous snake with 
a black zigzag pattern along its back that is 
found in Europe and Asia. 

addict [’aedikt] n a person who is addicted to 
something, especially drugs □ a heroin/cocaine 
addict □ an exercise/a T. V. addict. 

addicted [a'diktsd] adj -1. to be addicted to 
sthg to be unable to stop taking sthg that is 
bad for one’s health, especially drugs □ She 
was addicted to heroin. -2. to be addicted to 
sthg to have a strong need to do or have 
sthg because one likes it so much □ / could 
easily become addicted to these chocolates! 

addiction [a'dikfn] n the state of being addict¬ 
ed to something, especially drugs □ He devel¬ 
oped an addiction to morphine/gambling. □ the 
problem of alcohol addiction. 

addictive [s'diktiv] adj [drug, activity, food] that 
is easy to become addicted to □ Heroin is a 
highly addictive substance. □ These chocolates 
are very addictive! 

addition [s'difn] n -1. math the process of 
adding numbers together □ The children are 
taught simple addition. -2. the act of adding or 
including something □ We are pleased to an¬ 
nounce the addition of two new titles to our list. 
-3. a person or thing that is added to some¬ 
thing □ Ford has a new addition to its range. □ 
She's been a welcome addition to the team. ■ a 
new addition to the family a new baby. 

♦ in addition adv a phrase used to add more 
information to something that has already 
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been mentioned □ In addition, we'll give you a 
10% discount. 

♦ in addition to prep as well as <sb/sthg> □ 
In addition to discounts, they offer free travel to 
the airport. 

additional [a'dijsnl] adj [information, cost, per¬ 

son] extra □ This service is provided at no addi¬ 
tional charge. 

additive [’aedativ] n a substance that is added 
to food, drink etc in order to give it color or 
flavor. 

addled ['aedld] adj to be addled [person, brain] to 
be confused. 

add-on o n computing a piece of equipment 
that is added to a computer to make it work 
better or faster, o adj-. an add-on hard disk/ 
modem. 

address [n US 'aedres, GB s'dres, vb a'dres] o n 
-1. the number, name of the street, and 
name of the town that describe where a 
building is, often used to say where some¬ 
body can be contacted □ You can send it to my 
Paris address. □ a business/mailing address □ 
Write your name and address below. -2. a for¬ 
mal speech □ After the meal there was an ad¬ 
dress by the chairman. 
o vt -1. to be addressed to sb [package, en¬ 

velope, postcard] to have the name and ad¬ 
dress of sb written on it □ It's addressed to 
you. □ This letter's been wrongly addressed. 
-2. [meeting, conference] to give a formal 
speech to <a group of people> □ She stood 
up and addressed the audience. -3. to address 
sb as sthg to use sthg as a name or title 
when speaking or writing to sb □ The ambas¬ 
sador should be addressed as "Your Excellency". 
-4. to address a comment/remark etc to sb to 
make a comment/remark etc to sb directly □ 
Please address your complaints to the manager. 
-5. to address a difficulty/problem etc to give 
one’s attention to a difficulty/problem etc in 
order to solve it a First, we must address the 
issue of rising unemployment. -6. to address 
oneself to sthg to give one’s attention to 
sthg □ She addressed herself to the immediate 
problem of finding a place to live. 

address book n a book in which one writes 
people’s names, addresses, and phone num¬ 
bers. 

addressee [.aedre'si:] n the person that a letter 
or package is addressed to. 

Adelaide ['aedsleid] the state capital of South 
Australia, population: 1,023,700. 

adenoids ['aedanoidz] tipi the soft tissue at the 
back of the nose that can become infected 
and swollen, especially in children. 

adept [s'dept] adj [person] who is very skillful 
□ She's an adept public performer. □ He's very 
adept at dealing with the press. 

adequacy ['aedikwssi] n: see adequate □ Critics 
questioned the adequacy of the existing meas¬ 
ures. 

adequate ['aedikwat] adj -1. [amount, quantity] 

that is large enough □ We have adequate sup¬ 
plies of food and medicine. -2. [person, system, 

method] that is good enough for a particular 

purpose □ The accommodation was barely ad¬ 
equate. □ My salary should be adequate for our 
needs. □ He couldn't give an adequate explana¬ 
tion. □ I don't really need a new coat, this one's 
perfectly adequate. 

adequately ['aedikwstli] odv: see adequate □ / 
don't feel adequately prepared. □ The problem 
has not been adequately dealt with. 

adhere [ad'hiel ♦ adhere to vt fus -1. to ad¬ 
here to sthg [to a principle, belief, decision] to 
act in a way that shows one agrees with or 
accepts sthg □ The committee still adheres to 
the view that offenders should be severely pun¬ 
ished. □ They have not adhered strictly to the 
terms of the treaty. -2. to adhere to sthg [to a 

surface, material] to stick to sthg □ The glue 
will not adhere to rough surfaces. 

adherence [sd'hisrans] n [to a rule, decision, prin¬ 

ciple] see adhere □ Members pledge strict adher¬ 
ence to the code of professional conduct. 

adhesive [sd'hhsiv] o adj [label, bandage] that 
is able to stick to another surface a This glue 
has remarkable adhesive properties, o tt a sub¬ 
stance, e.g. glue, that is used to stick things 
together. 

adhesive tape n tape that is sticky on one 
side and is used for sticking things together, 

ad hoc [aed'hok] adj [committee, arrangement] 

that only exists when it is needed for a 
specific purpose and is not permanent □ The 
board meets on an ad hoc basis. 

ad infinitum [.aedinfi'naitsm] adv [continue, re¬ 

peat] endlessly □ and so on ad infinitum. 

Adirondacks [.aeds'rDndasks]: the Adirondacks 
an area of mountains in New York State, 
known for its scenery and sports facilities, 

adjacent [3'd3eisnt] adj [room, building] that is 
next to something else □ The house is adjacent 
to the police station. 

adjective ['aed3iktiv] n a word that describes a 
person, animal, place, or thing. In the sen¬ 
tences “He’s a nice man.” and “You’ll get 
fat!” “nice” and “fat” are adjectives, 

adjoin [3'd33in] vt [room, garden] to be next to 
and joined to <sthg> □ The kitchen adjoins the 
dining room. 

adjoining [3'd3omir)] o adj [building, garden, 

desk] that is next to and joined to something 
else □ We had adjoining rooms. □ Their office is 
in the adjoining building, o prep next to <sthg> 
□ in the room adjoining mine. 

adjourn [3'd33irn] o vt to stop <a meeting, tri- 
al> etc for a short time □ The conference was 
adjourned until 3 o'clock, o vi -1. [committee, 

meeting! to stop for a short time □ The court 
adjourned for lunch. -2. to go somewhere, 
usually to relax after an activity (humorous 
use) □ Shall we adjourn to the bar? 

adjournment [3'd33:rnni3nt] n [of a meeting, tri¬ 

al] see adjourn □ The judge called for an adjourn¬ 
ment. 

Adjt abbr of adjutant. 

adjudge [3 d3Ad3] vt to be adjudged to be sthg 
to be considered to be sthg (formal use) □ The 
campaign was adjudged a success. 

adjudicate [3'd3u:dikeit] o vt [match, contest, 
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claim] to act as an official judge of <sthg>. 
o vi: An industrial tribunal will adjudicate on the 
case. □ / was often asked to adjudicate at local 
flower shows. 

adjudication [3,d3u:di'keiJ'n] tt: see adjudicate □ 
Adjudication will take place one week after the 
closing date for entries. 

adjunct ['aed3Arjkt] « an adjunct to sthg a thing 
that is added to sthg more important and is 
not an essential part of it □ He considered his 
car a necessary adjunct to his life. 

adjust [3'd3Ast] o vr [machine, brake] to make 
small changes to the position or setting of 
<sthg> in order to make it work better; 
(amount, plan] to make small changes to 
<sthg> in order to make it suitable for new 
conditions □ You'll get better reception if you 
adjust the antenna. □ 'Adjust your speed now' □ 
figures adjusted for inflation □ The government 
has adjusted prices upward, o vi to get used to 
a new situation □ It took me a long time to 
adjust to the climate. 

adjustable [a'dsAstsbl] adj [machine, timer, chair] 
tbat can be adjusted □ Seats and headrests are 
fully adjustable. 

adjustable wrench us, adjustable spanner 
GB n a wrench that can be adjusted to fit 
nuts of different sizes. 

adjustment [3'd3Astm3nt] tt -1. [to a plan, speed, 
machine] a slight change □ I've made a few mi¬ 
nor adjustments to or in the schedule. -2. [by a 
person] the process of changing one’s atti¬ 
tude in order to deal with a new situation □ 
a period of adjustment □ those soldiers failing to 
make the adjustment from military to civilian life. 

adjutant ['aed3ut3nt] n an officer in the army 
who is an administrative assistant to a su¬ 
perior officer. 

ad-lib [.ad'lib] (pt 8z pp ad-libbed, com ad- 
libbing) vi to invent part of a speech, play 
etc while one is saying it □ She forgot her 
lines and had to ad-lib. 

♦ ad lib o tt a joke, remark etc that has not 
been prepared before one makes it. o adv 
[speak, perform] without preparation. 

admin ['admin] tt GB the work involved in the 
organization and running of a business, in¬ 
stitution etc, especially the paperwork (infor¬ 
mal use) □ I've been doing admin all morning. □ 
an admin assistant. 

administer [ad'mmista1) vr -1. business to or¬ 
ganize and run <a company, institution> etc 
□ a fund administered by trustees. -2. law to 
give <justice, a punishment> etc to some¬ 
body. -3. medicine to give cmedicine, a 
drug> etc to somebody (formal use). 

administration [sd.mini'streij'n] « -1. [of a com¬ 
pany, of justice] see administer □ the trustees re¬ 
sponsible for the administration of the pension 
fund. -2. the group of people who organize 
and run a company, institution etc; the 
work involved in this o We're currently having 
talks with the administration. □ office administra¬ 
tion □ an administration and finance manager. 

♦ Administration n the Administration the 

government of a particular US president □ 
under the Bush Administration. 

administrative [ad'ministrativ] adj [job, work, 

staff] that is connected with the administra¬ 
tion of a company, institution etc □ an admin¬ 
istrative secretary. 

administrator [3d'ministreit3r] n a person 
whose job is to administer a business, insti¬ 
tution etc □ public administrators. 

admirable ['aedmarsbl] adj [work, quality, effort] 

that deserves to be admired □ He showed an 
admirable lack of self-interest. □ Helen's concern 
is admirable. 

admirably [’aedmarabli] adv [behave, manage] see 
admirable □ / think you've handled it all admi¬ 
rably. 

admiral ['asdmral] « an officer who holds the 
highest rank in the navy. 

Admiralty ['aedmrslti] tt the Admiralty the gov¬ 
ernment department in Britain that is re¬ 
sponsible for the navy. 

admiration [.aedms'reij'n] n a feeling of respect 
and approval □ I'm full of admiration for the 
work you do. □ They watched, speechless with 
admiration. 

admire [ad'maiar] vt -1. [person, skill, quality] to 
respect and approve of <sb/sthg> □ / admire 
his determination. □ / really admire her for not giv¬ 
ing up. -2. (painting, house, car] to look at 
<sthg> with pleasure and approval □ / was 
just admiring the view/your new shoes. □ Stop 
admiring yourself in that mirror! 

admirer fad'maiaran n -1. a person who is sex¬ 
ually attracted to somebody □ one of her 
many secret admirers. -2. a person who likes 
and approves of somebody or something □ 
I'm a great admirer of her work. 

admiring [ad'maiarii)] adj [look, glance] that ex¬ 
presses pleasure and approval □ He shot her 
an admiring glance. 

admiringly [ad'maiarigli] adv [look, glance] see 
admiring □ He gazed at her admiringly. 

admissible [ad'misabl] adj law admissible evi¬ 
dence evidence that is allowed to be consid¬ 
ered during a trial. 

admission [ad'mi/n] tt -1. [to a place] permis¬ 
sion to enter a place □ 'No admission to mi¬ 
nors'. -2. [to an organization] permission to join 
an organization □ the admission of Turkey to 
the EU □ university admissions. -3. [as money] 

the cost of entrance to a park, exhibition etc 
□ How much is the admission charge? □ 'Admis¬ 
sion free.' -4. [of a crime, mistake] see admit □ 
an admission of guilt. ■ by his/her etc own ad¬ 
mission as he/she etc admits □ By his own ad¬ 
mission, he's not an easy person to work with. 

admit [ad'mit] (pt & pp admitted, cont admit¬ 
ting) vt -1. to admit (that)... to say or agree 
that something is true, usually unwillingly □ 
I admit (that) I was wrong to lose my temper. □ 
He admitted his mistake. □ It's not ideal, I must 
admit. -2. to be admitted to be allowed to en¬ 
ter a place □ Ticket-holders only are admitted to 
the gallery. ■ "Admits one/two" a phrase used 
on tickets to say that one/two people can 
enter a club, museum etc with that ticket. ■ 
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to be admitted to the hospital US or to hospi¬ 
tal GB to be taken to a hospital and kept in 
for treatment □ She was admitted to the hospi¬ 
tal with multiple head injuries. -3. to admit sb to 
sthg [to a group, organization, university] to al¬ 
low sb to join sthg □ when Spain was admitted 
to the EU. 

♦ admit to vt fus to admit to sthg to say or 
agree that one has done sthg wrong or em¬ 
barrassing □ He admitted to the theft. □ Nobody 
would admit to leaking the story to the press. 

admittance [sd'mitsns] n permission to enter 
a place □ 'No admittance.' ■ to gain admittance 
to sthg [to a place, organization] to succeed in 
getting into sthg (formal use), 

admittedly [ad'mitsdli] adv a word used to 
show that one accepts the truth of some¬ 
thing, even if it makes one’s argument 
weaker □ Admittedly, economics is not his 
strong point, but he's a good organizer. 

admixture [3d'mikstf3r] n something that is 
added to something else (formal use), 

admonish [sd'mDnif] vt to tell <sb> firmly 
that they have done something wrong (for¬ 
mal use) □ They were admonished for not having 
acted more promptly. 

ad nauseam [.aed'norziam] adv [talk, discuss] for 
a long time and in a way that becomes an¬ 
noying □ He went on ad nauseam about his va¬ 
cation. 

ado [s'du:] n without further or more ado with¬ 
out any more delay □ Now, without further 
ado, let me welcome our guest speaker tonight. 

adolescence [.aeds'lesns] n the period of 
somebody's life during which they develop 
from a child into an adult □ in early/late ado¬ 
lescence □ Adolescence can be a time of great 
confusion. 

adolescent faeds'lesnt] o adj -1. [person] who 
is developing from a child into an adult. 
-2. [behavior, remark] that is not what one ex¬ 
pects from an adult person (disapproving use). 
on a young person who is no longer a 
child but not yet an adult. 

Adonis [s'dounss] n a handsome young man. 

adopt [a'dDpt] vt -1. [child] to become the legal 
parent of <a child that is bom to other par- 
ents> □ They've adopted a little boy. -2. 
[method, stance] to decide to use <sthg> as a 
way of dealing with somebody or some¬ 
thing □ They are adopting a tougher approach to¬ 
ward tax-evaders. -3. [suggestion, proposal] to 
accept and start acting in agreement with 
<sthg> □ The committee adopted the report's 
recommendations. 

adopted [a'dDptad] adj [child] who has been 
adopted □ He's/She's adopted. 

adoption [n'dnpjn] n: see adopt □ She had to 
give the child up for adoption. □ his country of 
adoption □ The number of adoptions is growing. □ 
Scott argued for the adoption of tougher laws. 

adoptive [s'doptiv] adj who is related to 
somebody by adoption □ They are my adop¬ 
tive parents. 

adorable [s'doirsbl] adj [person, animal] a word 
used to describe somebody or something 

that one thinks is very attractive and lovable 
□ That little boy of yours is just adorable! 

adoration [.aeds'reijh] n a feeling of great love 
and admiration. 

adore [s'dod] vt -1. to love <sb> very much □ 
He adores his mother. -2. to like <sthg> very 
much □ / just adore chocolates, don't you? 

adoring [s'doirirj] adj [look, smile] that ex¬ 
presses strong feelings of love and admira¬ 
tion □ all his adoring fans. 

adorn [a'dodn] vt [person, room, building] to 
make <sb/sthg> more attractive with jewel¬ 
ry, decorations etc □ The church was adorned 
with pine and holly branches. 

adornment [a'dodnmsnt] n an object that 
adorns a person, room, building etc □ the col¬ 
orful adornments of baroque architecture. 

ADP {abbr of automatic data processing) n the 
processing of large quantities of data by 
computer. 

adrenalin [a'drenslin] n a hormone produced 
in a person’s body when they are angry, 
afraid, or nervous that causes them to react 
more quickly than normal □ / could feel the 
adrenalin pumping through me. 

Adriatic [.eidriaetik]: the Adriatic (Sea) the north¬ 
eastern part of die Mediterranean Sea, be¬ 
tween Italy and the Balkan countries, 

adrift [s'drift] o adj to be adrift [boat] to be 
floating on the water and moved by the 
waves, current etc. ■ to go adrift [plan] to fail, 
o adv: The dinghy had been cut adrih. 

adroit [s'droit] adj [person, answer] that is skill¬ 
ful, especially with words □ It was an adroit 
move on her part. □ an adroit politician. 

ADT (abbr of Atlantic Daylight Time) n the local 
time used in summer in eastern Canada and 
parts of the West Indies, 

adulation [,£ed33'leifn] n a large amount of 
praise that is given to somebody by a lot of 
people, often when there is no reason for it. 
□ The attitude of the fans bordered on adulation. 

adult [s'dAlt, 'aedAlt] o adj -1. [person, animal] 
that is physically mature □ adult birds □ the 
adult male. -2. [behavior, approach] that is what 
one expects from an adult person □ Luckily 
they've been very adult about the whole thing. 
-3. [movie, magazine] that is suitable for 
adults only, usually because of its sexual 
content □ adult entertainment □ an adult 
bookshop. On a physically mature person. □ 
Try to behave like an adult □ 'Adults only.' 

adult education n education for people who 
are no longer at school or college but who 
wish to continue studying, usually at even¬ 
ing classes. 

adulterate [s'dAltsreit] vt to make <food or 
drink> weaker or less pure by adding a sub¬ 
stance of lower quality □ The wine had been 
adulterated with water. 

adulterer [3'dAlt3r3r] n a person who commits 
adultery. 

adultery [s'dAltsri] n sex between a married 
person and somebody who is not their hus¬ 
band or wife □ He was accused of committing 
adultery on several occasions. 
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adulthood fasdAlthod] n the period of 
somebody’s life during which they are an 
adult □ By the time they reach adulthood, the 
world will be a very different place. 

advance [US ad'vaens, GB -'va:ns] O n -1. [of 
money] a sum of money lent or paid as part 
of a later payment □ The bank gave me an ad¬ 
vance of $500. □ They gave me an advance on 
my salary. -2. (by an army] a movement for¬ 
ward □ The rebels are planning an advance on 
the capital. -3. [in a technique, subject] an im¬ 
provement □ There have been significant ad¬ 
vances in transplant surgery. -4. [at an auction] 
an increase in the price of an item being 
sold at an auction □ Any advance on $200? 
o comp an advance payment/warning a 
payment/waming that happens before the 
usual or expected time □ Advance reservations 
are advisable. 
o vt -1. to advance sb's cause/interests to 
help sb's cause/interests □ Such acts of terror¬ 
ism will do little to advance their cause. -2. [date, 
event] to move <sthg> to an earlier time □ 
The time of the meeting has been advanced by 
half an hour. -3. to advance sb a sum of money 
to pay a sum of money to sb as part of a 
later payment □ The bank advanced her $500. 
o vi -1. [enemy, troops] to move forward □ 
The rebel army advanced on the capital. -2. to 
make progress □ Laser technology is advancing 
rapidly. 

♦ advances tipi to make advances to sb to try 
to start a sexual or friendly relationship with 
sb □ I discovered he had been making advances 
to my wife. 

♦ in advance adv before a particular event or 
time □ It's advisable to reserve in advance. □ Let 
us know well in advance if you need a hotel. 

♦ in advance of prep -1. more modem and 
better than <sb/sthg else> □ The design of 
this computer is far in advance of any of its rivals. 
-2. before <an event or time> □ They started 
selling tickets well in advance of the concert. 

advanced [us ad'vaenst, gb -'vainst] adj -1. 
[country, system] that has been developed 
and improved over a long period of time □ 
France is technologically very advanced. -2. [child, 
student, class] that has a high level of knowl¬ 
edge or ability □ Toby is very advanced for his 
age. -3. to be at an advanced stage to be 
nearly completed □ Discussions are already at 
an advanced stage. 

advancement [US ad'vaensmant, GB -’va:ns-] n 
-1. [in somebody's career] promotion □ All he's 
interested in is his own personal advancement. 
-2. [of peace, a cause] progress □ the advance¬ 
ment of science. 

advantage [US 3d'vaentid3, GB -'va:nt-] « -1. 
something that helps to put one in a better 
position □ Knowledge of French would be an ad¬ 
vantage. □ Working for a large company is a defi¬ 
nite advantage. -2. one of the good things 
about something □ The advantage of this model 
is that it is low on energy consumption. □ Being 
foreign has its advantages. ■ to be to sb's ad¬ 
vantage to make sb more likely to succeed, 
be chosen etc □ Your experience of working 
overseas can only be to your advantage. ■ to 

take advantage of sthg [of a situation, opportu¬ 
nity] to use sthg because it is helpful and 
available □ / might take advantage of the cheap 
fares to go and visit my brother. ■ to take advan¬ 
tage of sb to treat sb unfairly in order to im¬ 
prove one’s own position □ He's taking advan¬ 
tage of her good nature. □ / just felt I'd been tak¬ 
en advantage of. -3. tennis the point scored 
after deuce. 

advantageous [.ajdvan'teidsas] adj that helps 
to put one in a better position □ We're now 
in a very advantageous position. □ These rates are 
particularly advantageous to first-time buyers. 

advent [’aedvent] n the advent of sb/sthg the 
time when sb/sthg first appears or becomes 
important (formal use) □ the advent of war. 

♦ Advent n in the Christian calendar, the pe¬ 
riod of four weeks before Christmas. 

Advent calendar n a large card showing a 
Christmas scene with little doors on it. One 
door is opened on each day of Advent, 
showing a picture behind it. 

adventure [sd'ventJV] n an exciting, interest¬ 
ing, and possibly dangerous experience □ Tell 
us all about your adventures in China. □ Fie set 
off in search of adventure. □ What an adventure! 

adventure holiday n GB an organized vaca¬ 
tion during which one can take part in vari¬ 
ous sports activities. 

adventure playground n GB a small area of 
land where children can play on wooden or 
metal structures and equipment, e.g. tires 
and ropes. 

adventurer [sd'ventjsrsfi n -1. a person who 
likes adventure □ She's quite an adventurer. 
-2. a person who tries to get money or 
power by dishonest methods, 

adventurous [sd'ventjsrss] adj -1. Iperson] 
who is willing to take risks or try new ex¬ 
periences □ They weren't very adventurous in 
their choice of music. -2. [life, trip] exciting and 
dangerous □ We had an adventurous few days. 

adverb ['aedv3:rb] n a word that adds informa¬ 
tion to a verb, an adjective, another adverb, 
or a sentence, e.g. the word “quickly” in the 
sentence “He ran quickly.” 

adversary ['aedv3rsen] {pi adversaries) n an op¬ 
ponent □ Batman's old adversary, the Joker. 

adverse ['aedv3:rs] adj -1. [comment, opinion, 
publicity] that is critical of somebody or 
something □ Adverse publicity has badly affect¬ 
ed sales. -2. [circumstances, effects] that make 
it difficult to do something □ The game was 
canceled due to adverse weather conditions. 

adversely ['aedv3:rsli] adv to be adversely af¬ 
fected to be affected in a way that is harm¬ 
ful □ The stock market was adversely affected by 
the allegations. 

adversity fad1 V3:rs3ti] n a situation that is dif¬ 
ficult to deal with □ They struggled on in the 
face of adversity. 

advert ['aedv3:rt] n GB = advertisement. 

advertise ['aedvataiz] o vt [product, property, 
job] to tell the public about <sthg> in a 
newspaper, on TV, radio, posters etc in or¬ 
der to make them interested in it □ Where 
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did you see the job advertised? o vi -1. They ad¬ 
vertised in all the local papers. -2. to advertise 
for sb/sthg to try to get sb/sthg that one 
needs by placing an advertisement in a 
newspaper, magazine etc □ They're advertising 
for a systems analyst. 

advertisement [US .aedvar'taizmant, GB ad'v3:t- 
ismant] « -1. a notice in a newspaper, a 
broadcast on TV etc that advertises some¬ 
thing such as a product or service □ Over a 
hundred people replied to the advertisement. □ / 
put an advertisement in the local paper. -2. a 
person or thing that shows the advantages 
of something and is likely to persuade other 
people that it is a good thing □ She's a great 
advertisement for the benefits of regular exercise. 

advertiser [’aedv3rtaiz3r] « a person or compa¬ 
ny that pays for an advertisement to appear 
in a newspaper, on TV etc. 

advertising ['aedvstaizir)] n the business of ad¬ 
vertising products, services etc □ She works in 
advertising. □ television/radio advertising. 

advertising agency « a business that plans, 
designs, and manages advertising for other 
companies. 

advertising campaign n a number of adver¬ 
tisements, events etc that are organized over 
a period of time in order to advertise a 
product, service etc. 

advice [sd'vais] n something that one suggests 
to somebody as the best thing to do in a 
particular situation □ She came to me for ad¬ 
vice. □ Let me give you a piece of advice. □ / took 
or followed your advice and complained. □ My 
advice to you is this... 

advice column n a section in a newspaper or 
magazine where readers are given advice 
about their emotional, financial, or health 
problems. 

advice note « GB a note to a customer that 
gives information about goods that have 
been sent but not yet delivered. 

advisability [3d,vaiz3'bd3ti] n: see advisable □ / 
question the advisability of making such a com¬ 
mitment. 

advisable [sd'vaizsbl] adj to be advisable to be 
a sensible thing to do a It's always advisable to 
book in advance. □ / hardly think that's advisable 
under the circumstances. 

advise [ad'vaiz] o vt -1. to advise sb to do sthg 
to tell sb what one thinks is the best way to 
act in a particular situation □ / advised her to 
say nothing. □ I'd advise you to stay where you 
are. ■ to advise sb against sthg to suggest to 
sb that sthg is not a good idea □ I'd advise 
you against another visit. □ He advised me 
against taking legal action. -2. to advise sb on 
sthg to give professional and expert advice 
to sb about sthg □ She advises the senator on 
all social policy matters. -3. to advise sb of sthg 
to tell sb about sthg (formal use) □ Please ad¬ 
vise us of any amendments, 
o vi -1. to advise against sthg to suggest that 
sthg is not a good idea □ I'd advise against go¬ 
ing to meet him. □ / wanted to go but Helen ad¬ 
vised against it. -2. to advise on sthg to give 

professional and expert advice about sthg □ 
She advises on social policy. 

advisedly [sd'vaizsdh] adv deliberately □ It's 
revolutionary — and I use the word advisedly. 

advisor us, adviser gb [ad'vaiz3r] n a person 
whose job is to give advice on a particular 
subject □ a legal advisor. 

advisory [sd'vaizsri] adj [committee, organiza¬ 

tion] that gives advice □ She was employed in 
an advisory capacity or role. 

advocacy ['aedvskssi] n [of an idea, course of ac¬ 

tion] see advocate □ her advocacy of reform. 

advocate [« 'aedvskst, vb 'asdvskeit] o « -1. a 
person who supports and argues strongly 
for an idea or course of action □ Green is a 
strong advocate of education reform. -2. law a 
lawyer who speaks in court to represent 
somebody, o vt to support and argue 
strongly for <sthg> □ They advocate a com¬ 
plete overhaul of the system. □ The report advo¬ 
cates reducing defense spending. 

advt. abbr of advertisement. 

AEA n abbr of Atomic Energy Authority. 

AEC n abbr of Atomic Energy Commission. 

AEEU (abbr of Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union) « the AEEU a large British 
labor union. 

Aegean [i^ban]: the Aegean (Sea) the eastern 
part of the Mediterranean, between Greece 
and Turkey. 

aegis [ i:d3is] ♦ under the aegis of prep with 
the support or help of <sb/sthg> □ The con¬ 
ference was organized under the aegis of the uni¬ 
versity. 

aeon ['ban] « gb = eon. 

aerial ['earisl] o adj [combat, cable car] that 
happens or is situated in the air or above 
the ground; [photograph] that is taken from 
the air □ an aerial shot of the factory, o tt a de¬ 
vice made of wire rods that is connected to 
a television or radio to help it receive signals 
□ The aerial broke off in a car wash. □ They're 
putting a new aerial on the roof. 

aerobatics fiesra'bsetiks] tipi skillful and diffi¬ 
cult movements performed by an airplane to 
entertain people □ an aerobatics display. 

aerobics [es'roubiks] w a form of very active 
exercise that is usually done in a class and 
accompanied by music. 

aerodrome ['esrsdroom] n an area of land, 
usually smaller than an airport, where air¬ 
craft can take off and land, 

aerodynamic [.earoodai'nasmik] adj [car, train] 

that has been designed with a smooth shape 
to make it go faster or use less fuel a It has a 
new aerodynamic design. 

♦ aerodynamics o « the study of how ob¬ 
jects move through the air. o npl [of a car, 

train] the aerodynamic qualities of a vehicle, 

aerogramme ['esrsgrasm] n an airmail letter 
written on a special sheet of paper which is 
folded and does not need an envelope or a 
stamp. 

aeronautics [.esrs'naitiks] n the study of flight 
and the design and construction of aircraft. 
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aeroplane ['earaplein] n GB = airplane. 

aerosol ['earssDl] n a container, usually a can, 
in which a substance such as paint, polish, 
or deodorant is kept under pressure and is 
forced out in the form of a fine spray when 
a button is pressed □ an aerosol spray. 

aerospace [’earouspeis] n the aerospace indus¬ 
try the design and construction of rockets, 
space vehicles etc. 

aesthete [US 'esGiit, GB 'i:s-] n a person who ap¬ 
preciates beauty in art and considers it to be 
very important. 

aesthetic [US es'Getik, GB i:s-] adj [sense, appeal] 

that is connected with appreciating beauty. 

aesthetically [US es'Getikli, GB i:s-] adv aes¬ 
thetically pleasing that is pleasing to look at. 

aesthetics [US es'Getiks, GB iis-] « the study of 
beauty, especially in works of art. 

afar [a'fa:r] adv from afar from a distance □ 
People came from afar to witness the spectacle. 

AFB n US abbr of Air Force Base. 

AFDC (abbr of Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children) n a US government program that 
pays money to poor families who have chil¬ 
dren under the age of 16. 

affable ['aefabl] adj [person] who is friendly, re¬ 
laxed, and easy to talk to n He seemed fairly 
affable. 

affair [a'fear] « -1. an event or series of events 
that has already been mentioned, or that 
has a particular quality □ The whole affair was 
over in about ten minutes. □ The party was a riot¬ 
ous affair. -2. [in politics] an important public 
event □ the Contra affair. -3. one's own affair 
something that concerns only oneself □ How 
they spend the money is their own affair. -4. 
[between two people] a secret sexual relation¬ 
ship between two people who are not mar¬ 
ried to each other □ He's having an affair with 
his wife's best friend. 

♦ affairs npl -1. personal or private matters, 
especially connected with finance □ / wish he 
wouldn't interfere in my affairs. □ She felt it was 
time to put her affairs in order. -2. all the infor¬ 
mation and activities connected with a par¬ 
ticular subject □ She's an expert on African af¬ 
fairs. □ our religious affairs correspondent □ af¬ 
fairs of state. 

affect [a'fekt] vf -1. [person, place, thing] to 
cause <sb/sthg> to change □ How will these 
measures affect those already receiving welfare? 
□ the areas affected by the hurricane □ The dis¬ 
ease affects the joints of the feet and hands. 
-2. [person] to make <sb> have strong feel¬ 
ings of pity, sadness etc □ They were deeply 
affected by what they saw. -3. [attitude, manner] 

to pretend to have <a particular feeling or 
way of behaving> (formal use) □ He affected a 
southern accent. □ She affected indifference to 
the outcome. 

affectation baefek'teijn] n an insincere and un¬ 
natural way of behaving □ His eccentric 
clothes are just an affectation. 

affected [a'fektsd] adj [person, behavior, accent] 

that is insincere and unnatural, and aimed at 

impressing other people □ His voice always 
sounds so affected. 

affection [a'fekfn] n a feeling of great liking 
for somebody or something □ Dad never 
showed her much affection. □ a sign of affection. 

affectionate [a'fekfnat] adj [person, manner, 
kiss] that shows affection □ They're not very 
affectionate towards each other, are they? □ af¬ 
fectionate terms such as “darling" or “dear''. 

affectionately [a'fekfnstli] adv [smile, kiss] see 

affectionate □ the Loch Ness monster, affection¬ 
ately known as “Nessie". □ Yours affectionately. 

affidavit [.aefa'deivit] n a written statement 
that one signs to say that it is true, and that 
may then be used as evidence in a court of 
law □ a sworn affidavit. 

affiliate [vb s'filieit, n a'filiat] o vt to be affiliat¬ 
ed to or with sthg [with a group, organization, 
company] to be attached to sthg larger □ They 
are affiliated with the electrical workers' labor un¬ 
ion. o n a person, organization, or company 
that is affiliated to a larger organization □ an 
affiliate member/organization. 

affiliation [a.fili'eijn] tv. see affiliate □ They have 
no particular affiliation with any political party. 

♦ affiliations npl the things that one supports 
or has connections with □ What are his politi¬ 
cal affiliations? 

affinity [s'fmati] {pi affinities) « -1. a feeling 
one has when one feels close to or able to 
understand somebody else because their 
ideas, qualities etc are similar to one's own 
□ / felt a close affinity for or with them. □ There 
was a deep affinity between them. □ She felt a 
natural affinity with the work. -2. a close simi¬ 
larity or relationship □ His work has certain af¬ 
finities with Rembrandt's early paintings. 

affirm [3'f3:rm] vt -1. [innocence, truth] to state 
that <sthg> is definitely true □ The federal 
government affirmed that it would not cut welfare 
payments. -2. to say that one supports <a be¬ 
lief, policy> etc □ The council affirmed the right 
of the refugees to seek asylum. 

affirmation [,sef3r'meijn] tr. see affirm □ Follow¬ 
ing his affirmation that taxes would remain at 
their present level... □ Turner's previous affirma¬ 
tions have turned out to be untrue. 

affirmative [3'f3:rm3tiv] o « to answer in the 
affirmative to say “yes”, o adj: an affirmative 
answer/reply. 

affirmative action « the practice of giving 
jobs, university places etc to a particular 
group of people because they have been 
treated unfairly before. 

affix [a'fiks] vt [stamp, label] to stick or attach 
<sthg> to something else (formal use) □ 'Affix 
stamp here.' 

afflict [a'flikt] vt to cause <sb> great mental or 
physical suffering. ■ to be afflicted with sthg 
[with a disease, disability] to suffer from sthg. 

affliction [s'flikfn] n something that causes 
mental or physical suffering, e.g. a disease 
(formal use) □ the various afflictions associated 
with old age. 

affluence ['aeflusns] n: see affluent □ For many 
years, they lived in comparative affluence. 
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affluent [’aefloant] adj [person] who has a lot of 
money and possessions □ the affluent society. 

afford [s'foi'd] vt -1. I/you/we etc can afford 
sthg I/you/we etc have enough money to 
pay for or buy sthg □ We can't afford a new 
car at the moment. □ How can they afford to eat 
out so often? -2. I/we etc cannot afford to do it 
1/we etc must not do it because it will have 
harmful effects □ The company simply cannot 
afford any adverse publicity. □ Can we afford to 
lose him? ■ l/you/we etc can't afford the time 
I/you/we etc don’t have enough time to do 
something □ I'd love to come but I can't afford 
the time. -3. to provide somebody with pro¬ 
tection, comfort> etc (formal use) □ The tower 
affords a panoramic view of the city. 

affordable [3'fo:rdabl] adj [goods, prices] that 
one can easily afford □ Quality clothes at af¬ 
fordable prices. 

afforestation [us a.foira'steijn, gb -,fDri-] n the 
process of planting large numbers of trees in 
a particular area. 

affront [a'frAnt] o « an action or remark that 
offends somebody □ It was an affront to her 
pride, o vt to feel affronted to be offended □ 
He was deeply affronted by the remark. 

Afghan [’zefgaen] adj & it: see Afghanistan. 

Afghan hound « a tall thin dog with a long 
silky coat. 

Afghani [aef'gaeni] adj & n: see Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan [US aef'gaensstaen, GB -stain] a 
mountainous country in central Asia, size: 
650,000 sq kms. population: 16,600,000 (Af¬ 
ghans, Afghanis), capital: Kabul, language: 
Pashtu, Dari, currency: afghani. 

afield [o'fidd] adv far afield far away □ Visitors 
came from as far afield as Japan. 

AFL (abbr of Australian Football League) n the 
AFL the group of teams that play Australian 
Rules football. 

AFL-CIO (abbr of American Federation of Labor 
and Congress of Industrial Organizations) n 
the AFL-CIO an association of US labor un¬ 
ions. 

afloat [a'floot] adj -1. to be afloat [person] to be 
sailing in a boat or ship □ We were afloat for 
two weeks. -2. to stay or keep afloat [person] 
to float on the surface of water; [business, 
company] to be able to continue to operate at 
a time of financial problems □ The company 
just about managed to remain afloat by closing 
down one of its factories. 

afoot [a'fut] adj to be afoot to be happening or 
being planned, especially in a secret way □ 
There are plans afoot to bring in a team of outside 
consultants. 

aforementioned b,fo:r'menJnd], aforesaid 
[a‘fo:rsed] adj that has been mentioned earli¬ 
er (formal use) □ the aforementioned persons. 

AFP (abbr of Australian Federal Police) n the 
AFP the national police force of Australia. 

afraid [a'freid] adj -1. to be afraid to feel fear 
because one thinks that somebody or some¬ 
thing is unpleasant, dangerous etc and 
might harm one □ Don't be afraid, it won't hurt 
you. □ I'm afraid of heights. □ She's afraid of 

walking home in the dark. □ He was afraid to tell 
anyone about it. -2. to be afraid that... to be 
worried that something unpleasant might 
happen, or might already have happened □ / 
was afraid (that) they'd got lost. □ He was afraid 
of offending her. □ Don't be afraid to ask if you 
need anything. -3. phrases I'm afraid... a polite 
phrase used when apologizing or disagree¬ 
ing □ I'm afraid I can't help you. □ I'm afraid 
(that) there's been a slight change of plan. □ / 
don't see the point of it, I'm afraid. ■ I'm afraid 
so unfortunately yes □ "Is he badly hurt?" — 
"I'm afraid so." ■ I'm afraid not unfortunately 
no □ "Can I see her now?" — "I'm afraid not." 

afresh [s'frej] adv to start afresh to, start doing 
something again, e.g. a piece of work, with 
the intention of doing things differently □ 
Sometimes the best thing to do is just throw 
everything away and start afresh. 

Africa ['aefriks] the second-largest continent, 
situated between the Atlantic Ocean and 
the Indian Ocean. 

African ['aefrikanj n & adj: see Africa. 

African American n a black American. 

African violet n a plant, originally from Afri¬ 
ca, that has purple, white, or pink flowers 
and rough leaves. 

Afrikaans [.aefri'kains] « a language, related to 
Dutch, that is spoken in South Africa. 

Afrikaner [,aefri'ka:nar] n a white South Afri¬ 
can whose ancestors were Dutch. 

Afro-Caribbean faefroukaera'biian] o n a black 
person from the West Indies, o adj: Afro- 
Caribbean music/fashion. 

aft [US aeft, GB a:ft] adv at or toward the back 
of a ship, plane etc □ 'Lavatories aft.' 

AFT (abbr of American Federation of Teachers) 
n the AFT a US labor union for teachers. 

after [US 'aeftr, GB ‘aifta] o p>rep> -1. after lunch/ 
dinner in the time following lunch/dinner □ 
She got a job in London after leaving school. ■ af¬ 
ter two weeks at the end of two weeks. ■ 
twenty after two/twelve US twenty minutes 
past two/twelve o'clock. -2. Y comes after X 
Y follows X in position or order □ She 
smoked one cigarette after another. □ Type the 
letters, put them into envelopes, and after that 
leave them in my in-tray. -3. to call after sb to 
shout toward sb who is moving away □ 
"Come back!" she called after him. m to clean up 
after sb/sthg to clean up the dirt or damage 
created by sb/sthg □ I'm fed up with tidying up 
after you lot! ■ shut the door after you shut 
the door when you go out. ■ after you! used 
when one wants to be polite and allow 
somebody to do something first □ She held 
the door open and said, "After you!" -4. after 
what you said because of what you said □ Af¬ 
ter what he did, I'll never speak to him again! 
-5. after everything I've done for you in spite 
of everything that I have done for you □ Af¬ 
ter all my hard work we still didn't get the con¬ 
tract. -6. to be after sb/sthg to be looking for 
sb/sthg or trying to get sb/sthg □ "Can I help 
you, sir?" — "Yes, I'm after a blue shirt." □ He's 
only after her money. -7. to be named after sb/ 
sthg to be called sthg because it is the name 
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of sb/sthg else □ They called their daughter 
Rose after her grandmother. -8. day after day 
used to indicate that something is repeated 
every day □ Night after night he lay awake, wor¬ 
rying. -9. ART a painting after Velazquez a 
painting in the style of Velazquez, 

o adv = afterward □ He was badly hurt and died 
soon after. 

o conj used to introduce the event that hap¬ 
pens first □ After he left college he moved to 
Santa Fe. □ She waited until after the guests had 
gone home to tell us the news. 

♦ after all adv -1. although this did not seem 
likely before □ / didn't believe her at first, but 
she was right after all. -2. used to try to per¬ 
suade somebody that one’s opinion is cor¬ 
rect, or to point out a reason that one 
thinks they have ignored □ Don't get upset: 
after all, it's only a game. 

afterbirth [US 'a:ftrb3:r0, GB 'a:ft3b3:0] n the 
term used to refer to the placenta and um¬ 
bilical cord when they come out of a wom¬ 
an’s womb just after her baby has been 
bom. 

aftercare [US 'aeftrker, GB 'arftakea] n GB the 
care or help that is officially offered to 
somebody after they come out of an institu¬ 
tion such as a prison or hospital. 

aftereffects [US 'aeftarifekts, GB 'a:ftar-] npl the 
unpleasant effects that result from some¬ 
thing such as an accident, disaster, or medi¬ 
cal treatment □ She was still suffering from the 
aftereffects of her illness. 

afterlife [US 'aeftrlaif, GB 'aifta-J {pi afterlives 
[-laivz]) n in some religions, the life that one 
is believed to have after one dies. 

aftermath [US 'aeftrma50, GB 'aifta-l n the peri¬ 
od or situation that follows an event such as 
a war, storm, or disaster □ In the immediate 
aftermath of the civil war many families were 
separated. 

afternoon [US ,seftr'nu:n, GB .aifta-] n the part 
of the day between noon and about six 
o’clock □ i often go for a walk in the afternoon. 
□ an afternoon flight. 

♦ afternoons adv [work, sleepl during the 
afternoon. 

after-sales service « the service, e.g. repairs 
or advice, offered by a company to a cus¬ 
tomer after they have bought a product 
such as a car, computer, or washing ma¬ 
chine. 

aftershave [US 'aeftrjeiv, GB 'aifta-J « a liquid 
with a pleasant smell that men put on their 
face after shaving. 

aftershock [US 'aeftrfDk, GB 'aifta-j n any of a 
series of small earthquakes that happens af¬ 
ter the main part of an earthquake. 

aftersun lotion [us 'aeftrsAn-, gb 'cnfta-] « a 
cream used on one’s skin to help prevent it 
from peeling and feeling hot after one has 
been in the sun. 

aftertaste [US 'aeftrteist, GB 'aifta-l n the taste 
that remains in one’s mouth after eating or 
drinking something □ It has a bitter aftertaste. 

afterthought [US 'aeftribit, GB 'a:fta-[ tt an idea 

that comes into one’s mind after one has al¬ 
ready said or done something and that was 
not part of one’s original thoughts □ It had 
been added almost as an afterthought. 

afterward [us 'aeftrwrd, gb 'aiftawod], after¬ 
wards [US 'seftrwrdz, GB 'aiftawadz] adv a 
word used to say what happens after a par¬ 
ticular event or time □ Afterward we all went 
home. □ Are you doing anything afterward? 

again [a'gen] adv -1. say/do that again say/do 
that one more time □ We enjoyed the play so 
much we decided to see it again. -2. to be back 
home again to be back at home in the same 
way as before □ He's been very ill, but now 
he's well again. -3. used to introduce another 
example or argument similar to the last one 
□ If we look at the next graph, again we see 
signs of falling sales. -4. used at the end of 
questions to ask for information to be re¬ 
peated □ Where do you live again? -5. as much 
again the same amount that has already 
been mentioned. 

♦ again and again adv many times □ I've told 
him again and again, but he doesn't listen. 

against [s'genst] o prep -1. to argue against 
sthg to argue that it is not a good idea to do 
sthg □ I'm not against the idea, in principle. ■ to 
advise sb against sthg to advise sb not to do 
sthg □ I warned him against buying it. -2. to 
fight/play against sb to try to beat sb in a 
fight/game. ■ the battle against rising crime 
the battle to stop crime from getting worse. 
-3. to lean against sthg to lean so that one is 
touching or pressing on sthg □ The heel of my 
shoe has been rubbing against my foot. -4. to do 
sthg against sb's wishes/instructions not to 
follow sb's wishes/instructions □ She was 
held against her will. -5. to be against the 
rules/regulations not to be permitted by the 
rules/regulations □ That's against the law! 
-6. to be against sb's interests to be likely to 
harm sb’s interests □ They were accused of 
plotting against the state. □ The evidence against 
the accused couple is very strong. -7. to go 
against the wind to go in the opposite direc¬ 
tion to the wind □ / had to swim against the 
tide to get back to shore. -8. insurance against 
loss/damage insurance to protect oneself 
from loss/damage □ You will need to be vacci¬ 
nated against malaria. -9. used to make a con¬ 
trast or comparison. ■ a tree stood out 
against the sky a tree could be seen on a 
background of sky. ■ the pound fell against 
the dollar the value of the pound fell in 
comparison with the dollar, 
o adv not in agreement with something □ 
There were 240 votes in favor and 23 against. 

♦ as against prep used to compare or con¬ 
trast two things □ The company made a profit 
of $lm last year, as against a loss of $2m the 
year before. 

age [eid3l {cont aging or ageing) o n -1. the 
length of time that a person or animal has 
lived or a thing has existed □ She's twenty 
years of age. □ He's about my age. □ She started 
playing the violin at the age of four ok at age four. 
□ Whiskey improves with age. ■ act your age! 
stop behaving like a child! ■ to be of age to 
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have reached an age when one is considered 
to be an adult, usually 18. ■ to be under age 
to be too young to be legally allowed to do 
something, e.g. buy alcohol or have sex. ■ 
to come of age to reach the age when one is 
considered to be an adult, usually 18. -2. the 
state of being old □ He was bent with age. □ 
The documents were yellow with age. -3. a par¬ 
ticular period of one’s life □ The retirement 
age is 65. □ He's at or of an age now where he's 
quite capable of making his own decisions. -4. a 
period of time in history □ the Age of Reason 
□ the computer age. -5. an age a long time (in¬ 
formal use) □ It took her an absolute age to do 
the work. 
o vt to make <sb> look older □ The strain of 
the job had aged him considerably, 
o vi to look older □ It was sad to see how 
much he had aged. 

♦ ages nyl a long time (informal use) □ That 
was ages ago. □ / haven't seen her for ages. □ It 
took ages to get here. 

W AGE 
The minimum age for voting in a US, Brit¬ 
ish, or Australian election is 18. In most 
states of the USA the minimum age for 
drinking or buying alcohol is 21, while in 
Britain and Australia it is 18. The minimum 
age for driving a car in most states of the 
USA is 16, and in Britain and Australia it is 
17. In the USA the retirement age is 65, 
while in Britain and Australia it is 65 for 
men and 60 for women. 

aged [adj sense 1 eidjd, adj sense Z & nyl 
’eid3id] o adj -1. to be aged 10/20 etc to be 
10/20 etc years old □ The children were aged 
between 8 and 15. -2. an aged parent a very 
old parent □ her aged father, o nyl the aged 
people who are very old. 

age group n all the people of a similar age, 
or whose ages are between two particular 
points □ the 20 to 30 age group o The game is 
suitable for all age groups. 

ageing ['eid3ir)] adj & n = aging, 

ageless ['eid3bs] adj (literary use) [person, beau¬ 

ty] that never seems to grow old; [building, 

work of art] that never looks old-fashioned □ 
Her writing has an ageless charm. 

agency ['eid33nsi] {yl agencies) n -1. a busi¬ 
ness that provides a particular service for a 
company or person □ / found my apartment 
through an agency. □ They run an employment 
agency. □ agency fees. -2. an administrative 
organization, often run by a government □ 
The operation is being coordinated by the various 
aid agencies. 

agenda [agenda] {yl agendas) n a list of 
things to be discussed at a meeting □ What's 
on the agenda today? □ The subject of possible 
takeovers is high on the agenda. 

agent l'eid3ant] n -1. business a person whose 
job is to provide a particular service as a 
representative of an organization □ He's an 
agent for a large insurance company. -2. arts a 
person who is paid by an actor, musician, 

writer etc to find them work □ a theatrical/ 
literary agent □ You'll have to speak to my agent. 
-3. chemistry a substance or chemical that 
has a particular effect on something else □ a 
bleaching agent. -4. = secret agent. 

age-old adj [tradition, custom] that has existed 
for a very long time □ The conflict was rooted 
in age-old prejudices. 

aggravate ['asgraveit] vt -1. to make <a situa¬ 
tion, problem, illness> etc worse □ The 
speech only served to aggravate tensions within 
the community. -2. to annoy <sb> very much 
□ Stop aggravating herI 

aggravating ['aegraveitiij] adj [person, problem, 
behavior] that one thinks is very annoying □ 
You can be so aggravating sometimes! 

aggregate ['asgrigat] o adj [turnover, output, 
earnings] representing the total of several 
amounts added together □ They have an ag¬ 
gregate income of $50,000 a month, on-1. the 
total of several amounts added together □ an 
aggregate of 20 years. -2. the materials, e.g. 
sand and stone, that are added to cement to 
make concrete. 

aggression [s'grej'n] n -1. aggressive feelings □ 
Signs of aggression in young adult males... -2. 
aggressive behavior against a person or coun¬ 
try □ The invasion was condemned as an act 
of aggression. 

aggressive [a'gresiv] adj -1. [person] who 
seems ready to attack or fight other people 
without any reason; [tone, manner] that is an¬ 
gry and threatening □ He becomes extremely 
aggressive when he's had too much to drink. 
-2. [salesperson, competitor] who is forceful 
and determined to succeed; [plan] that is 
forceful and intended to be successful □ an 
aggressive advertising campaign. 

aggressively [a'gresivli] adv [behave, speak, 
stare] see aggressive. 

aggressor [a'gres3r] n a person or country that 
attacks another person or country first. 

aggrieved [a’gruvd] adj to feel aggrieved to 
feel very upset and hurt because one thinks 
that one has been treated unfairly □ / was 
aggrieved to learn they had gone ahead without 
notifying me. 

aghast [US a'gaest, GB -'goist] adj to be aghast 
to be filled suddenly with shock and sur¬ 
prise when one is told something or discov¬ 
ers something □ She was aghast at the news. 

agile [US 'aedyl, GB 'aed3ail] adj -1. [person, ani¬ 
mal] that is able to move quickly and easily 
□ She's still very agile for her age. -2. an agile 
mind a mind that is quick and intelligent. 

agility [a'd3ibti] n: see agile □ She climbed up 
onto the chair with remarkable agility. 

aging ['eid3ir)] o adj [population, machinery] that 
is growing older and is therefore considered 
less effective □ a tired and aging leader, o n [of 
a person, population] the process of growing 
old □ the aging process. 

agitate [’asd3iteit] o vt -1. to make <sb> feel 
agitated. -2. to shake or stir <a liquid, mix- 
ture> etc. o vi to agitate for/against sthg to 
argue for/against sthg, often by protesting in 



public, in order to change a particular situa¬ 
tion. 

agitated [’aed3iteit3d] adj [person] who cannot 
keep still, relax, or concentrate because they 
are worried and nervous □ He got very agitat¬ 
ed. 

agitation [,aed3i'teijn] n a feeling of being agi¬ 
tated. 

agitator I'aed3iteit3r] n a person who cam¬ 
paigns in public for or against a particular 
cause or change. 

AGM n GB abbr of annual general meeting. 

agnostic [sg'nostik] o k a person who be¬ 
lieves it is impossible to say whether or not 
there is definitely a God. o adj: an agnostic 
upbringing. 

ago [a'gou] prep five minutes ago five minutes 
before now □ / started working here two years 
ago. □ He died a long time ago. □ Not long ago 
the operation would have been impossible. 

agog [a'gog] adj to be agog to be very curious 
and excited about something □ / was all agog 
to see her new fiance. 

agonize, -ise ['asgsnaiz] vi to spend a long 
time thinking and worrying about some¬ 
thing □ / agonized over or about the decision for 
days. □ Don't agonize, just DO it! 

agonized [’aeganaizd] adj [face, scream] that 
shows that one is in agony □ an agonized ex¬ 
pression. 

agonizing ['asganaizig] adj -1. [pain, wait] that 
causes agony. -2. [decision, choice] that is 
very difficult. 

agonizingly ['aeganaizirjli] adv agonizingly slow 
extremely slow □ The wait was agonizingly 
long. 

agony ['aegani] (pi agonies) n very great physi¬ 
cal or mental suffering □ She screamed out in 
agony. □ Later I experienced all the agonies of re¬ 
gret. 

agony aunt n a woman who gives advice 
about personal problems in newspapers or 
magazines or on the radio. 

agony column n a section in a newspaper or 
magazine where readers are given advice 
about their personal problems. 

agoraphobia [.aegra'foubja] n the fear of open 
spaces. 

agree [a'gri:] o vi -1. to have the same opin¬ 
ion as somebody else □ "/ think we should ac¬ 
cept the offer." — "/ agree." □ / agree with you 
about the new assistant. She's terrific. ■ I 
couldn't agree more I agree completely. 
-2. to say yes to something □ The lawyer tried 
everything to get him to sign but he wouldn't 
agree. □ They've finally agreed to our proposal. 
-3. [figures, stories] to be the same □ We did 
the same calculation but our results didn't agree. 
-4. grammar to show a relationship with an¬ 
other word in a sentence by having a par¬ 
ticular form, e.g. a feminine or plural ending 
□ In French the adjective and the noun must 
agree or the adjective must agree with the noun, 
o vt -1. [price, date, course of action] to decide 
<sthg> with somebody else □ We still have to 
agree terms with our partners. □ The UN has 

agreed that sanctions must be imposed. -2. to 
agree to do sthg to say that one will do sthg 
□ Management has agreed to meet with the un¬ 
ions. -3. to agree (that)... to admit that some¬ 
thing is true □ / agree that it's not an easy task. 

♦ agree on vt fus to agree on sthg [on a price, 
date, course of action] to agree sthg □ They 
can't agree on how best to market the product. 

♦ agree with vt fus -1. to agree with sthg [with 
a plan, opinion] to approve of sthg □ / don't 
agree with his decision/with what he said. -2. it 
doesn't agree with me it makes me feel un¬ 
well □ I ate something that didn't agree with me. 

agreeable [a'griiabl] adj -1. [place, weather, ex¬ 
perience] pleasant. -2. to be agreeable (person] 
to agree to an idea or suggestion □ If he's 
agreeable, I'll let you know. -3. to be agreeable 
to sb [suggestion, idea] to be acceptable to sb 
□ / trust these terms are agreeable to you. 

agreeably [a'griiabli] adv: see agreeable □ / was 
agreeably surprised by the results of the survey. 

agreed [a'griid] o adj to be agreed to have the 
same opinion about something □ Are we all 
agreed on the next step to take? □ We're agreed 
then that we'll meet again next month, o adv 
-1. a word used to show that one agrees 
with somebody or something □ "So, I'll tell 
them no." — "Agreed." -2. a word used be¬ 
fore an argument or claim to weaken its 
force □ Agreed it's not the cheapest product, but 
it's very reliable. 

agreement [a'griimant] n -1. a situation in 
which everyone has the same opinion □ Af¬ 
ter two days of discussion, the delegates finally 
reached an agreement. □ There was complete 
agreement among the board about how to pro¬ 
ceed. □ The talks produced no agreement on any 
of the main issues. ■ to be in agreement with 
sthg [with a decision, plan, idea] to think that 
sthg is a good idea. ■ to be in agreement 
with sb to have the same opinion as sb □ I'm 
entirely in agreement with you on that point. 
-2. the act of saying yes □ We have to get 
their agreement before we go ahead with the 
plan. -3. law & politics a formal contract □ 
The two countries signed an agreement on nu¬ 
clear arms. -4. grammar a form of a word 
that shows its grammatical relationship with 
another word in a sentence □ In English, there 
is no agreement between the adjective and the 
noun. 

agricultural [.aegri'kwltjral] adj [land, machinery] 
see agriculture □ Agricultural workers account for 
20% of the workforce. 

agriculture ['aegnkAltfar] n the practice of 
growing crops and raising animals for food 
□ The country's agriculture is suffering as a result. 
□ the Department of/Minister for Agriculture. 

aground [a'graond] adv to run aground [ship, 
boat] to become stuck in the shallow part of 
a sea, river, or lake □ The tanker ran aground 
and began to leak oil. 

ah [a:] excl a sound that shows one is sur¬ 
prised, pleased, in pain etc □ Ah, here it is! 

aha [a:'ha:] excl a sound made to show that 
one has understood something or has made 
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a discovery □ Aha, so that's what you've been 
doing all this time! 

ahead [a'hed] adv -1. in front □ The road ahead 
was blocked by a van. • right or straight ahead 
directly in front □ The bank is straight ahead. 
-2. forward □ The demonstrators charged ahead. 
■ to go on ahead to set out for a place so 
that one gets there before somebody else □ / 
went on ahead to buy the tickets. □ You go on 
ahead. I'll catch up with you later. ■ to be sent 
on ahead to be sent somewhere before other 
people or things □ My luggage has been sent 
on ahead. -3. in a stronger position than 
somebody else in a competition, election etc 
□ The Republicans are ahead in the polls by 6%. 
-4. in a better position than expected □ 
We're well ahead on our sales figures for this 
month. -5. to lie ahead to lie in the future □ 
The recession means some difficult months 
ahead. □ / haven't thought that far ahead yet. □ 
She likes to plan ahead. 

♦ ahead of prep -1. in front of <sb> □ There 
were three people ahead of him in the line. -2. in 
a better position than <a competitor, target, 
classmate> etc □ The Democrats are currently 
ten points ahead of the Republicans. □ They're 
miles ahead of their closest rivals. -3. before 
<sb/sthg>; earlier than <sb/sthg> □ Negotia¬ 
tions began well ahead of the summit meeting. □ 
Paris is one hour ahead of London. 

ahoy [s'hai] excl a word used by sailors as a 
greeting. ■ ship ahoy! a phrase used to say 
that there is a ship approaching. 

Al « -1. abbr of Amnesty International. -2. abbr 
of artificial intelligence. -3. abbr of artificial in¬ 
semination. 

aid [eid] o n -1. with/without the aid of sb/ 
sthg with/without the help of sb/sthg a He 
succeeded with/without the aid of government 
grants. ■ to come/go to sb’s aid to come/go 
to help sb who is in difficulty □ Rescue 
teams went to the aid of the injured climber. 
-2. [for a task] a device, piece of equipment 
etc that makes it easier to do something □ a 
teaching/learning aid □ an invaluable aid to under¬ 
standing. -3. [to a country] money, food etc 
given to help another country □ The USA has 
pledged billions of dollars in economic aid. □ for¬ 
eign aid □ an aid package/organization, 
o vt -1. [person] to help <sb> to do some¬ 
thing □ The police, aided by local volunteers, 
soon found the missing child. -2. [country] to 
provide money, food etc for <another coun¬ 
try, organization> etc. -3. law to aid and 
abet sb to help sb to do something illegal. 

♦ in aid of prep intended to raise money for 
<a cause or charity> □ a concert in aid of fam¬ 
ine relief. 

AID « -1. (abbr of artificial insemination by do¬ 
nor) = Dl. -2. (abbr of Agency for International 
Development) the AID a US government de¬ 
partment that gives money to developing 
countries. 

aide [eid] n a person whose job is to help 
somebody important, e.g. a general or mem¬ 
ber of a government. 

aide-de-camp [.eidda'kremp] (pi aides-de-camp 

[,eid-]) n an officer in the army or navy who 
helps an officer of higher rank. 

AIDS, Aids [eidz] (abbr of acquired immune de¬ 
ficiency syndrome) n a serious, usually fatal, 
disease caused by a virus that destroys the 
body's immune system □ an AIDS patient □ 
the AIDS epidemic. 

aid worker n a person who works for an or¬ 
ganization that provides food, shelter, or 
medical aid, especially to the Third World. 

AIH n abbr of artificial insemination by husband. 

ailing [’eiluj] adj -1. [person] who is ill and 
not getting better □ her ailing husband. 
-2. [economy, company] that is having prob¬ 
lems and is not successful enough □ The 
news will be a boost for the ailing aircraft indus¬ 
try. 

ailment [’eilmsnt] « an illness that is not 
usually serious □ colds and other minor ail¬ 
ments. 

aim [eim] o n -1. a plan that a person, organi¬ 
zation etc hopes to carry out □ Our aim is to 
expand next year. □ They had taken on extra staff 
with the aim of increasing output. -2. sb's aim 
sb’s skill at pointing a weapon or object cor¬ 
rectly at something and hitting it □ My aim 
isn't very good. ■ to take aim to prepare to use 
a weapon or throw an object by holding it 
in the correct position and checking the di¬ 
rection □ Joe took aim and fired, 
o vt -1. to aim sthg at sb/sthg [gun, camera] 
to point sthg at sb/sthg □ The rifle was aimed 
at his head. -2. to be aimed at doing sthg [plan, 
action] to be designed to make sthg happen □ 
These measures are aimed at curbing inflation. 
-3. to be aimed at sb [criticism, campaign] to be 
intended to be noticed by sb □ These com¬ 
ments were aimed mainly at new recruits, 
o vi -1. to point a gun, camera etc at some¬ 
body or something □ He aimed at the target, 
then fired. -2. to aim at or for sthg [at success, 
improvement] to hope to get or achieve sthg 
□ You may not get to college, but it’s something 
to aim for. m to aim to do sthg to intend to do 
sthg □ We're aiming to finish before the end of 
the week. 

aimless feimbs] adj [person, life, activity! with¬ 
out a purpose. 

aimlessly ['eimbsli] adv [wander, look] see aim¬ 
less □ / wandered aimlessly through the store. 

ain't [eint] (informal use) = am not, are not, is 
not, have not, has not. 

air [ear] o n -1. the mixture of gases that sur¬ 
round the Earth and that people breathe □ / 
went out for a breath of fresh air. □ There was a 
nasty smell in the air. -2. the air the space be¬ 
tween the ground and the sky □ The dog sud¬ 
denly leapt into the air. □ The ball flew through 
the air. -3. by air [go, travel] by plane □ This 
time I went by air. -4. [of a person, place, thing] a 
general appearance or quality □ He has an air 
of mystery about him. -5. music a tune (literary 
use). -6. radio & TV to be on (the) air to be 
broadcasting □ We're on the air in ten minutes. 
■ to go off (the) air to stop broadcasting □ 
They went off the air at midnight -7. phrases to 
be in the air [feeling] to be present but not 
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discussed. ■ to be up in the air [decision, proj¬ 

ect] to be uncertain and not yet decided □ 
Our plans for the summer are still up in the air. m 
to clear the air to end a misunderstanding by 
speaking honestly □ Tomorrow's meeting 
should help to clear the air. 

o vt -1. [washing, sheets] to remove any 
dampness or smells from cclothes or bed- 
ding> by putting it in a warm or dry place, 
or on a washing line □ Make sure you air 
those shirts before you iron them. -2. [bedroom, 

living room] to let fresh air into <a room> 
□ / opened the windows to air the office. 
-3. (thoughts, criticism] to express cone’s opin¬ 
ions or feelings> about something □ Would 
you care to air your views on the subject? 
-4. [show, interview] to broadcast <a pro- 
gram> on the radio or television □ The de¬ 
bate will be aired next week. 

o vi [washing, sheets] to become dry or fresh. 
♦ airs upl airs and graces unnatural behavior 

that is intended to make one seem more im¬ 
portant than one really is. ■ to give oneself 
airs, to put on airs to behave as if one is 
more important than one really is. 

airbag ['e3rbaeg] n a safety device in cars con¬ 
sisting of a bag that inflates in front of the 
driver or a passenger immediately after an 
accident to prevent them from being hurt 
when they are thrown forward, 

airbase ['e3rbeis] n a military airfield where 
military personnel live, 

airbed ['earbed] n GB = air mattress, 

airborne ['e3rbo:rn] adj -1. [troops, regiment) 

that is trained to fight on the ground after 
landing from the air in enemy territory; [at¬ 

tack] that comes from the air. -2. to be air¬ 
borne [plane, helicopter] to be flying in the air 
□ We needed the whole runway to get airborne. 

airbrake ['eadjreik] n a brake that works by 
using compressed air and is found in trains, 
buses, trucks etc. 

airbus ['esrbAs] n an airplane used for carrying 
large numbers of passengers on short flights, 

air-conditioned [-kan'difnd] adj [room, building, 

car] that is kept cool and dry by air- 
conditioning. 

air-conditioning [-kan'dijhig] n a system of 
keeping the air in buildings and vehicles 
cool and dry □ I'm lucky: my office has air- 
conditioning. □ an air-conditioning system. 

aircraft [US 'earkraeft, GB ’eakrafit] (pi aircraft) « 
any vehicle that can fly, e.g. a helicopter, 
glider, or airplane □ 20 different types of air¬ 
craft □ an aircraft manufacturer. 

aircraft carrier n a warship with a long flat 
deck that is used by aircraft for takeoff and 
landing. 

air cushion n an inflatable cushion, usually 
made of plastic or rubber, 

air fare n the cost of traveling to a place by 
plane. 

airfield ['earfi:ld] n an area where planes take 
off, land, and are kept in special buildings, 

air force n the part of the armed forces 

trained to defend and attack from the air □ 
the US Air Force □ an air force base. 

Air Force One « the name of the aircraft used 
by the US president. 

air freight tt goods that are carried as cargo in 
an airplane. 

air freshener [-frejna1'] n a product that is 
used to make the air of a room, car etc 
smell pleasant. 

airgun [’eadjAn] « a gun that uses compressed 
air to fire special bullets, 

air hostess n GB a woman whose job is to 
take care of passengers on a plane, 

airily ['earali] adv [talk, promise] see airy □ "Oh, 
I'll think of something," she replied airily. 

airing [‘eariri] « to give sthg an airing [sheets, 

washing] to air sthg; [opinion, grievance, criti¬ 

cism] to discuss sthg with other people, 

airing cupboard « GB a warm closet used for 
storing bedding, towels etc and for drying 
damp clothes. 

airlane ['eadein] n a route through the air used 
by aircraft. 

airless [’eadas] adj [room, place] that does not 
have enough fresh air □ a hot, airless day. 

airletter ]'eadetar] « GB a sheet of thin paper 
that is already stamped for posting as a let¬ 
ter and that is folded and sent by airmail, 

airlift [’eadift] o n an operation in which peo¬ 
ple, troops, food etc are moved somewhere 
by air, especially when it is not possible to 
move them by land, o vt to move <people, 
troops, food> etc in an airlift □ The civilians 
were airlifted to safety. 

airline ['eadain] n a company that carries pas¬ 
sengers and goods by air in airplanes □ 
America's biggest airline □ an airline company. 

airliner ['eadainar] « a large airplane used for 
carrying passengers. 

airlock ['eadok] « -1. [in a tube, pipe! a bubble 
of air that prevents liquids from flowing 
through something. -2. [in a spacecraft, subma¬ 

rine] an airtight room or compartment situat¬ 
ed between two places that have different 
air pressures. 

airmail ['eadneil] n the system of sending let¬ 
ters and parcels by air □ 'By airmail' □ an 
airmail letter. 
NOTE: Compare surface mail, 

airman ['eadnan] (pi airmen [-man]) n -1. a man 
who serves in the air force. -2. a rank in the 
US Air Force. 

air mattress n an inflatable mattress that is 
used as a bed or for lying on in the water. 

Air Miles™ npl a system used by some Brit¬ 
ish airlines, credit card organizations etc 
that gives vouchers to customers that can be 
exchanged for free flights, 

airplane ['earplein] n US a vehicle for traveling 
in the air that has wings and at least one 
engine. 

airplay [‘eo'plei] n the number of times a rec¬ 
ord is played on the radio □ Their latest record 
has had a lot of airplay. 

airpocket ['earpDkat] n a current of air that 
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flows downward, causing an aircraft to lose 
height suddenly. 

airport ['earpo:rt] n a place where aircraft take 
off and land, with buildings in which pas¬ 
sengers wait for their flights □ airport security. 

air quality n the amount of pollution that is 
in the air at a particular time, 

air raid n an attack by aircraft in which 
bombs are dropped. 

air-raid shelter n a building used to protect 
people from bombs during an air raid, 

air rifle n a rifle that uses compressed air to 
fire special bullets. 

airship ['eaffipl n an aircraft without wings 
that consists of a large long balloon with a 
compartment below it to carry passengers, 

airsick ['earsik] adj to be airsick to feel sick be¬ 
cause of the movement of an aircraft, 

airspace ['earspeis] n the area of sky above a 
country that is considered to belong to that 
country □ The plane had unwittingly entered 
Russian airspace. 

airspeed [’e3rspi:d] « the speed at which an 
aircraft travels through the air. 

air steward « a man whose job is to take 
care of passengers on a plane, 

air strike n a military attack with bombs 
from aircraft. 

airstrip ['esrstrip] n a long area of land used 
by aircraft for takeoff and landing, 

air terminal n a building at an airport where 
passengers check in and wait before a flight, 

air ticket « a ticket for traveling by plane, 

airtight ['eatait] adj -1. [container, compartment] 

that does not allow air in or out □ Store in an 
airtight container. -2. [theory, argument] that does 
not contain any errors. 

airtime ['e3rtaim] n the time given to a pro¬ 
gram, item of news etc on the radio or TV □ 
The trial got a lot of airtime. 

air-to-air adj an air-to-air missile a missile that 
is used by one aircraft against another, 

air-traffic control n the work involved in 
checking the movement of aircraft in the air 
and telling pilots which routes to take; the 
people who carry out this work □ Air-traffic 
control has notified us about possible delays. 

air-traffic controller n a person who works 
in air-traffic control, 

air travel n travel by airplane, 

airwaves ['earweivz] npl -1. on or over the air¬ 
waves broadcast on television or radio □ The 
news came over the airwaves. -2. radio waves 
used in broadcasting. 

airy f'esri] (com par airier, super I airiest) adj -1. 
[room, building] that gives a feeling of space 
and fresh air □ Our new offices are light and 
airy. -2. [attitude, smile! that shows one is not 
very serious about something □ He gave an 
airy wave to the crowd. 

aisle [ail] n a passage between rows of seats 
in a church, airplane, theater etc or between 
rows of shelves in a store. ■ an aisle seat a 
seat next to the aisle in a bus, airplane etc. 

ajar [a'd3a:r] adj to be ajar [door] to be slightly 
open □ Leave the door ajar. 

AK abbr of Alaska. 

aka abbr of also known as □ Marian Morrison, 
aka John Wayne. 

akin [a'kin] adj akin to sthg similar to sthg □ 
Pulling out would be akin to admitting defeat. 

AL abbr of Alabama. 

Alabama [.aeb'baema] a state in the south¬ 
eastern USA where the civil rights move¬ 
ment began, abbreviation: AL. size: 131,333 
sq kms. population: 4,040,587 (Alabamans). 
CAPITAL: Montgomery. 

alabaster [US .aeb'basstr, GB -'bcnsta] n a white 
stone used for making ornaments □ an ala¬ 
baster statue. 

a la carte [US ,a:b‘ka:rt, GB ,aeb'ka:t] o adj an 
a la carte menu a menu that lists a separate 
price for each dish, o adv [eat, dine] by 
choosing dishes from the a la carte menu. 
NOTE: Compare table d'hote. 

alacrity [a'laekrati] n eagerness (formal use) □ He 
replied with alacrity. 

Aladdin [s'lsedin] a character in an Arabian 
folk story who finds a magic lamp in a cave 
full of treasure. When he rubs the lamp a 
genie appears and offers to make his wishes 
come true. 

Alamo ['aebmou]: the Alamo a fort in Texas 
that was attacked by a large Mexican force 
in 1836. The courage of Davy Crockett and 
his men, who died defending it, inspired 
other Texans to fight for independence from 
Mexico. 

a la mode [us ,a:b'mood, gb ,seb-] adj US [des¬ 
sert] served with ice cream □ apple pie a la 
mode. 

alarm [3'la:rm] o n -1. [feeling] a feeling of fear 
or worry □ They viewed the proposals with 
some alarm. -2. [object] a device, e.g. a bell or 
flashing light, that gives a warning of some¬ 
thing or draws attention to something □ 
They set off the smoke/car alarm by mistake. ■ to 
raise or sound the alarm to tell everybody 
that there is a particular danger □ The alarm 
was raised by a night watchman. -3. = alarm 
clock, o vf to cause <sb> to feel alarm □ 
They were alarmed by his wild appearance. 

alarm call n a telephone call made to a hotel 
guest in the morning to wake them up □ I'd 
like an alarm call for seven. 

alarm clock n a clock that can be set to wake 
somebody up at a particular time. 

alarmed [a'la:rmd] adj -1. [person] who is feel¬ 
ing alarm □ / was alarmed at the lack of safety 
precautions. -2. [vehicle, safe] that is fitted 
with an alarm. 

alarming [3'la:rmii)] adj [situation, problem, in¬ 
crease] that causes alarm □ The floodwaters are 
reported to be rising at an alarming rate. 

alarmingly [a'ladmirili] adv [increase, speak] see 
alarming □ Levels of pollution are alarmingly 
high/have risen alarmingly. 

alarmist [a'laifnast] adj [person] who causes 
unnecessary alarm in other people □ There 
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were alarmist reports of an escaped puma prowl¬ 
ing the area. 

alas [a'lass] ex cl a word used to express one’s 
regret (formal use) □ This is, alas, the end. 

Alaska [a'laesks] the largest state in the USA 
in the far northwest of North America, ab¬ 
breviation: AK. size: 1,530,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 550,043 (Alaskans), capital: Juneau. 

Albania [ael'beinja] a country in southeastern 
Europe. It was a Communist state from 
1946 to 1991. size: 29,000 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 3,300,000 (Albanians), capital: Tirana. 
language: Albanian. CURRENCY: lek. 

albatross ['aelbatros] (yl albatross or albatross¬ 
es) n a large white seabird that can fly long 
distances. 

albeit [oil'biiit] conj although; even though 
(formal use) □ He was, albeit briefly, a captain in 
the army. 

Albert ['albat], Prince (1819-1861) the hus¬ 
band of Queen Victoria. He became the 
Queen’s chief adviser. 

Alberta [jel'b3:rt3] a province in western 
Canada, abbreviation: AB. size: 661,000 sq 
kms. population: 2,545,553 (Albertans), capi¬ 
tal: Edmonton. 

Albert Hall: the Albert Hall a large concert hall 
in London, named after Prince Albert, 

albino [US ael'bainou, GB -'bi:nou] (yl albinos) n a 
person or animal that has a medical condi¬ 
tion that gives them white skin, white hair, 
and pink eyes □ an albino rabbit. 

album ['aelbam] n -1. [for stamps, photos] a book 
with blank pages used for keeping and dis¬ 
playing particular things □ a photo album. 
-2. music a collection of songs or pieces of 
music, usually recorded on two sides of a 
record or cassette, each side lasting about 25 
minutes □ the band's latest album. 

albumen [US asl'bjuiman, GB 'aelbjumin] n the 
colorless part of a raw egg (technical use), 

alchemy ['aelkamij n a type of chemistry, prac¬ 
ticed in the Middle Ages, that tried to find 
ways of turning all metals into gold, 

alcohol [’selkahDl] n -1. the colorless liquid in 
beer, wine, and spirits that makes people 
drunk and is used as a solvent. -2. drinks 
containing alcohol □ / never touch alcohol. □ al¬ 
cohol abuse. 

alcoholic [.aelka'holik] o adj -1. that contains 
alcohol □ sales of alcoholic drink. -2. that is 
caused by alcohol □ an alcoholic stupor, o n a 
person who is addicted to alcohol, 

alcoholism [’aelkahDlizm] n the condition of 
being addicted to alcohol, 

alcove faelkouv] n the part of a room formed 
when one section of a wall is built further 
back than the rest. 

alder ['o:ld3r] n a tree that grows in Northern 
regions and has cones and leaves with 

pointed edges. 

alderman ['o:ld3rm3n] (yl aldermen [-man]) n in 
the USA, Canada, and Australia, a person 
who is a local government official. 

 algorithm 

ale [eil] n a name given to several types of 
beer. 

alert [3'l3:rt] o adj -1. [person] who is careful 
to notice things, especially possible dangers 
□ They are trained to be alert at all times. 
-2. [person] who can think and understand 
things clearly □ She may be old, but she's still 
very alert. -3. to be alert to sthg [to a danger, 

difficulty, problem] to be aware of sthg □ He 
was alert to the risks involved. 
On a warning of danger □ a security alert. ■ 
to be on the alert to pay full attention and 
be ready to act, usually after a warning of 
danger, attack etc □ Passengers have been told 
to be on the alert for pickpockets. □ Troops have 
been put on the alert. 
o vt to warn <sb> about something □ The 
campaign is designed to alert schoolchildren to 
the dangers of drugs. 

A level (abbr of Advanced level) n a school ex¬ 
amination taken at the age of 18 in England 
and Wales. Students usually take three or 
four A levels in different subjects. They are 
necessary to get accepted for university. 

Alexander technique [us .eelig'zaendr-, gb 
.aelig'zainda-] n the Alexander technique a 
technique for changing the way one sits, 
stands etc that aims to reduce stress and im¬ 
prove one’s health. 

Alexander the Great (356-323 bc) King of 
Macedonia from 336 to 323 bc. He created a 
large empire by conquering Greece, Egypt, 
and large areas of central and western Asia. 

Alexandria [US .adig'zaendria, GB -'zaindris] a 
city and the main port in Egypt, on the 
Mediterranean. It was an important cultural 
center of the ancient world, population: 
2,719,000. 

alfalfa [ael'faelfs] n a plant that is grown for 
animal food and for its shoots that can be 
eaten as a vegetable. 

alfresco [ael'freskou] o adj [meal] that is eaten 
outside in the open air. o adv [eat] We pic¬ 
nicked alfresco in the garden. 

algae ['aeld3i:J nyl plants with no stems or 
leaves that grow in or near water, e.g. sea¬ 
weed. 

Algarve [US ad'gairva, GB ael'gaiv]: the Algarve 
a region of southern Portugal that is a popu¬ 
lar tourist area. 

algebra ['aeld33bra] « a type of math that uses 
letters and symbols to represent numbers. 

Algeria [ael'dsiaria] a country in northwest Af¬ 
rica, consisting mostly of desert. In the 
1950s and 1960s a war of independence 
was fought against France, size: 2,380,000 sq 
kms. population: 27,300,000 (Algerians), capi¬ 
tal: Algiers, language: Arabic, currency: di¬ 
nar. 

Algonquin [ael'gDgkwin] (yl Algonquin) n a 
member of a Native American people who 
used to live in eastern Canada; the language 
of this people. 

algorithm ['aelgaridm] n a list of instructions, 
e.g. in a computer program, used to solve a 
problem, do calculations etc. 
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alias ['eilias] {pi aliases) o adv also called □ 
Stein and Janovich, alias Smith and Jones, o n a 
false name, often used by somebody who is 
involved in illegal activities □ She assumed 
several aliases throughout her criminal career. 

alibi f'aehbai] n a person, fact, or piece of evi¬ 
dence that proves that somebody who has 
been accused of a crime was somewhere 
else when the crime was committed □ He's 
got the perfect alibi. 

Alice Springs [,aelis'spni)z] a town in central 
Australia and a popular tourist resort, popu¬ 
lation: 23,600. 

alien ['eiljan] o adj -1. (society, culture] that is 
foreign □ These people come from an alien cul¬ 
ture. -2. [creature, being] that comes from out¬ 
er space □ an alien life form. -3. [practice, behav¬ 
ior] that is unfamiliar □ Such beliefs are totally 
alien to our way of thinking, o « -1. a creature 
from outer space □ aliens from Mars. -2. law a 
foreigner □ All aliens must register with the local 
authorities. 

alienate ['eiljaneit] vt -1. to make <sb> less 
sympathetic to one’s point of view, opinion 
etc □ This policy will alienate voters. -2. to be al¬ 
ienated from sthg [from society, one’s surround¬ 
ings) to feel separate from sthg and not in¬ 
volved with it □ He felt alienated from the other 
children there. 

alienation [.eiljs'neiJn] n: see alienate □ a grow¬ 
ing feeling of alienation. 

alight [s'lait] {pt & pp alighted) o adj to be 
alight [fuel, candle] to be burning □ Soon the 
whole building was alight. ■ to set sthg alight to 
make sthg start burning □ The car was set 
alight by vandals, o vi (formal use) -1. [bird, in¬ 
sect] to land □ The butterfly alighted on a leaf. 
-2. [passenger] to get off a bus, train etc □ 
‘Passengers for Heathrow please alight here.' 

align b'lain] vt -1. to put <two parts, edges> 
etc into the correct position in relation to 
each other, especially in a parallel position □ 
Align the columns with the top of the page. □ 
You'll have to have the wheels aligned. -2. to 
align oneself with sb to declare one’s support 
for sb □ They have aligned themselves with the 
party rebels. 

alignment [a'lainmant] n -1. the position of 
something in relation to something else. ■ 
in/out of alignment correctly/not correctly 
aligned. -2. the act of joining a group of 
people or countries that share the same po¬ 
litical aim □ the alignment of Canada with the 
rest of the G7 countries □ a military alignment. 

alike [a'laik] o adj to be alike [people, things] to 
be similar in appearance, behavior etc □ She 
and I are very alike, o adv -1. in a similar way 
□ Everybody is treated alike. -2. young and old 
alike both young people and old people □ 
The pay cuts affect blue- and white-collar workers 
alike. 

alimentary canal [,aelimentri-] n the passage 
leading from the mouth to the anus through 
which food passes. 

alimony [US 'aelamoum, GB -mam] n the money 
that a court orders a person to pay to their 

husband or wife after a divorce or legal 
separation. 

A-line adj [skirt, dress] that is wider at the bot¬ 
tom than at the top. 

alive [a'laiv] adj -1. to be alive [person, animal] 

to be living; [practice, tradition] to exist; [per¬ 

son] to be full of energy □ Is he still alive? □ 
They were buried alive in the rubble. □ It is impor¬ 
tant to keep the custom alive. □ She had never 
felt so alive. ■ to come alive [story, description] 

to become interesting and hold one’s atten¬ 
tion; [person, place] to become lively □ The 
main character never really comes alive. □ The re¬ 
sort comes alive in summer. -2. to be alive to 
sthg [to a problem, situation] to be aware of 
sthg □ They are alive to the threat posed by 
cheap imports. -3. to be alive with sthg [with 

people, animals] to be full of sthg □ The whole 
town was alive with rumor and speculation. 

alkali ['aelkalai] {pi alkalis or alkalies) « a sub¬ 
stance, e.g. soda or ammonia, that neutral¬ 
izes an acid. 

NOTE: Compare acid. 

alkaline f'slkalain] adj [chemical, solution] that 
contains an alkali or has a pH value of more 
than 7. 

NOTE: Compare acidic. 

all [o:l] o det & predet -1. all the trains were late 
every one of the trains was late □ I've read all her 
books. □ All three men died in the crash. □ You have 
to consider all aspects of the problem, m for children 
of all ages for children of every possible age. 
-2. I've done all the work I’ve done the whole of 
the work □ He ate all his dinner. ■ she slept all 
night she slept for the whole of the night □ I've 
known them all my life. 

o pron -1. they all smoke, all of them smoke 
every one of them smokes □ You can't all 
come! □ They all got home safely in the end. -2. I 
can't eat it all or all of it I can’t eat the whole 
amount of it. ■ take it all or all of it take 
everything. ■ he gave his all he tried as hard 
as he possibly could. -3. all (that) I need is 
some sleep the only thing that I need is 
some sleep □ You're all I've got. 

o adv -1. dressed all in black dressed com¬ 
pletely in black. ■ all alone completely 
alone. ■ I forgot all about it I forgot it totally. 
-2. sport fifteen all each team or player has 
scored fifteen goals, points etc □ The match 
ended in a one-all draw. -3. all the better/ 
quicker even better/quicker than before □ 
Her honesty made me respect her all the more. 

♦ all but adv I all but gave up I almost gave 
up. 

♦ all in all adv when everything is considered 
□ All in all, we've had a pretty good day. 

♦ all of adv it's all of two meters tall it’s two 
meters tall, which is surprisingly tall (used 
with numbers or amounts) □ There must have 
been all of 10,000 people there. 

♦ all over prep & adv everywhere □ I've been 
looking all over for you. 

♦ all that adv she's not all that pretty or not as 
pretty as all that she is not especially pretty 
(used after negatives) □ To be perfectly honest, 
I never knew her all that well. 



♦ all told adv in total, when everybody or 
everything has been counted □ There were 
two Americans, four Britons, and three Canadians 
— nine all told. 

Allah ['aeb] tt the Muslim name for God. 

all-American adj [person! who has the qual¬ 
ities that are considered typical or admirable 
in Americans, such as fitness, wealth, and a 
strong sense of patriotism □ He's an all- 
American guy. 

all-around us, all-round gb adj -1. [athlete, 

worker] who has many different skills, abil¬ 
ities etc □ The job calls for someone with good 
all-around skills. -2. [education] general; [increase, 

improvement] in all areas, 

allay [a’lei] vt [fear, anger, doubt] to cause <a 
feeling> to be less strong (formal use) □ The 
statement failed to allay public fears of higher in¬ 
terest rates. 

all clear tt -1. the all clear a signal that is giv¬ 
en when a dangerous situation, e.g. an air 
raid, has ended. -2. to get the all clear to get 
permission to proceed with a plan, project 
etc □ We haven't been given the all clear from 
our head office yet. 

allegation [.rela'geifn] n a statement made, 
without proof, that somebody has done 
something wrong or illegal □ A number of alle¬ 
gations have been made about the director. 

allege [a'led3l vt to allege that... to say official¬ 
ly that something is true or exists without 
proving it □ They allege that no money ever 
changed hands. □ Horner is alleged to have bribed 
a witness. 

alleged [a'led^d] adj [fact, atrocity, misconduct] 

that is not certain because there is no proof 
of it □ The alleged crime took place last May. 

allegedly [a'led3adli] adv a word used to show 
that one is reporting information that has 
not yet been proved to be true □ He was al¬ 
legedly involved in an arms deal. 

allegiance [a'li:d3ans] n [to a country, king, reli¬ 

gion] support for and loyalty to somebody or 
something □ All children had to pledge alle¬ 
giance to the flag. 

allegorical [.aela'gorikl] adj [story, scene, work] 

that uses allegory. 

allegory [US 'aslagoiri, GB -gari] {pi allegories) n 
a story, scene, picture etc in which the char¬ 
acters, events, or images are used to repre¬ 
sent something else in order to give people 
a particular message; the style of writing, 
painting etc that uses this technique □ The 
painting can be seen as an allegory of love. 

alleluia [.aeli'luija] excl = hallelujah, 

allergic [a'l3;rd3ik] adj [reaction, rash] that is 
caused by an allergy. ■ to be allergic to sthg 
to have an allergy to sthg □ I'm allergic to 
dust/cats. 

allergy ['ael3rd3i] (pi allergies) tt a medical con¬ 
dition that causes somebody to become ill 
because they are sensitive to particular ani¬ 
mals, foods etc □ a dust/food allergy □ / have an 
allergy to cats/milk. 

alleviate [a'liivieit] vt [pain, suffering, poverty] to 
make <an unpleasant feeling or situation> 

less serious and easier to deal with (formal 
use) □ This lotion should alleviate some of the 
swelling. 

alley(way) ['celi(wei)] n a narrow passage be¬ 
tween two buildings. 

alliance [a'laians] « -1. an agreement between 
people, countries, political parties etc that 
share the same beliefs, aims etc; the people, 
countries etc that sign this agreement □ They 
have entered into an alliance with the Christian 
Democrats. □ the Western alliance. -2. the act 
of forming an alliance □ In alliance with other 
charities, we hope to raise one million dollars. 

allied ['aslaid] adj -1. [powers, troops] that are 
united by a political agreement □ Allied troops 
entered Germany. -2. [subjects, matters] that 
are related, usually because they are similar 
□ shipbuilding and other allied industries. 

alligator ['aeligeitar] {pi alligator or alligators) n 
a large reptile similar to a crocodile that 
lives in the USA and China. It is found on 
land and in rivers and lakes, 

all-important adj [decision, meeting, letter] very 
important. 

all-in adj GB [price, cost] including all charges. 
♦ all in o adv GB The deal will cost $350, all in. 

o adj to feel all in to feel very tired, 

all-inclusive adj with everything included □ 
an all-inclusive package tour to Hawaii. 

all-in-one n a single piece of clothing that co¬ 
vers all of one’s body, used especially for 
sports. 

all-in wrestling n a type of professional 
wrestling that has very few agreed rules, 

alliteration [adita'reijn] n the deliberate repeti¬ 
tion of the same sound or letter in a piece 
of speech or writing to produce a particular 
effect. 

all-night adj [party, vigil, session] that lasts all 
night; [store, cinema] that is open all night, 

allocate ['aslakeit] vt -1. to allocate sthg to sb/ 
sthg [money, time, resources] to give sthg to 
sb/sthg for a particular purpose □ Ten percent 
of the budget is allocated to research. □ Each 
speaker has been allocated 30 minutes. -2. [task, 

responsibility] to give <a job> to a particular 
person, department etc □ Which projects have 
you been allocated? 

allocation [.aeb'keifn] n -1. [for something or 

somebody] the amount of money, resources, 
tickets etc allocated for somebody or some¬ 
thing □ We've only been given a small allocation 
of seats this year. -2. [of money, responsibility] 

see allocate □ Allocation of resources is always a 
difficult business. 

All-ordinaries tipi the All-ordinaries index a 
guide to the changes in share prices, based 
on an average of top companies on the Aus¬ 
tralian Stock Exchange. 

allot [a im] {pt & pp allotted, cotit allotting) vf 
to give a share of <the available money, re¬ 
sources, time> etc to somebody or some¬ 
thing for a particular purpose □ The funds al¬ 
lotted to the project are barely adequate. □ It is 
essential to complete the work in the allotted 
time. □ You are allotted one hour per question. 
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allotment [g'lDtmgnt] « -1. the amount of 
money, resources, time etc allotted □ How 
big is your allotment of the budget? -2. GB a part 
of an area of land in a town or city that is 
rented by somebody for growing vegetables, 
flowers etc. 

all-out adj [effort, war, strike] that is aggressive 
and determined and uses all available re¬ 
sources □ Rebels launched an all-out attack on 
government forces. 

♦ all out adv to go all out to make the great¬ 
est possible effort □ We're going all out to get 
that contract. 

allow [a'lau] vt -1. to let <sthg> happen with¬ 
out trying to stop it; to let <a person, ani- 
mal> etc enter a particular place □ They don't 
allow smoking/talking. □ Children are not allowed 
in the bar area, m to allow sb to do sthg to let 
sb do sthg without trying to stop them □ We 
are not allowed to make personal phone calls 
from the office. □ Allow the wine to stand at 
room temperature. ■ allow me a phrase used 
when one offers to do something for some¬ 
body else □ Allow me to open the door for you. 
■ allow me to introduce myself a formal 
phrase that one says before one introduces 
oneself. -2. [money, time] to make <a particu¬ 
lar amount of sthg> available for a particu¬ 
lar purpose □ Allow 28 days for delivery. □ I've 
allowed three weeks for this job. -3. to allow sb 
sthg to let sb have sthg □ We're allowed a 
ten-minute break every hour. -4. [application, 

claim] to accept <sthg> as being legal, cor¬ 
rect, or proper □ The referee refused to allow 
the goal. □ The legal procedure allows no appeal. 
-5. to allow (that)... to admit that something 
is true □ I'll allow that he's only partly to blame. 

♦ allow for vt fus to allow for sthg [for changes, 
delays, increases] to take sthg that might hap¬ 
pen into consideration when planning 
something □ We must allow for price Increases. 
□ That’s $25,000, allowing for inflation. 

allowable [a'lauabl] adj [behavior, practice] ac¬ 
ceptable. 

allowance [a'laoans] n -1. [for spending] money 
given to somebody to help them pay for 
something they need, e.g. clothes, travel etc 
□ a cost-of-living allowance □ His parents give 
him a monthly allowance of $100. -2. [for bag¬ 
gage] the amount of a particular thing that 
one is allowed to have □ Your duty-free allow¬ 
ance is 200 cigarettes. -3. GB finance an 
amount of money one can earn without 
paying tax on it. -4. phrases to make allow¬ 
ances for sb to excuse sb’s bad behavior be¬ 
cause of their special circumstances, prob¬ 
lems etc □ You’ll have to make allowances for 
him — he’s had a hard time. ■ to make allow¬ 
ances for sthg to allow for sthg □ You have to 
make allowances for inflation. 

alloy faetor] « a metal made from two or more 
different metals. 

all-powerful adj [leader, organization] that has 
complete control. 

all right o adv -1. (behave, work] in a way that 
is good enough □ The fax is working all right 
again now. □ We're doing all right at the moment. 

□ The interview went all right. -2. yes (informal 
use) □ "Will you come to the meeting?" — "All 
right." -3. a word used to emphasize that 
something is true □ It's a challenge all right! 
-4. a word used to check that somebody has 
understood something □ So, you put the paper 
in here, all right? -5. a word used to attract 
somebody’s attention □ All right, everyone, if 
we could get down to business, 

o adj -1. [person, animal] that is not ill, upset, 
or in danger □ / hope she's all right. -2. [object, 
movie, person] that one thinks is good 
enough □ "How was the interview?" — "AH 
right, I suppose." -3. that one thinks is accept¬ 
able □ Is it all right if I make a phone call? 
-4. phrase it's/that's all right a phrase used as 
a reply to thanks or an apology □ "Sorry I 
wasn't there to meet you." — "That's all right." □ 
"Thanks for everything." — "That's all right." 

all-round adj gb = all-around. 

all-rounder |-'raund3r] n GB a person who has 
many different skills, abilities etc. 

all-time adj an all-time low/best etc a level 
that is lower/better etc than ever before □ 
The stock market is at an all-time high. □ Gibson 
beat his all-time record. 

allude [s'lurd] vi to allude to sb/sthg to talk 
about sb/sthg in an indirect way □ What ex¬ 
actly are you alluding to? 

allure [g'luar] n [of money, a person, place] an at¬ 
tractive or exciting quality □ the allure of the 
Greek islands. 

alluring [a'luarii)] adj [person, place] that is very 
attractive □ She has an alluring smile. 

allusion [g'lu:3n] n a reference to somebody or 
something that is made in an indirect way □ 
He made no allusion to the recent controversy 
over his appointment. 

ally [tt 'aelai, vb a'lai] {pi allies, pt & allied) 
On-1. military & politics a country that has 
an agreement with another country to help 
and support it, e.g. during a war □ a military 
ally. -2. a person who helps and supports 
somebody else, especially when they face 
opposition □ Chalmers is relying on her allies on 
the board to back her up. o vt to ally oneself 
with sb/sthg [with a country, organization] to 
support sb/sthg, especially when they face 
opposition □ They have allied themselves with 
the government. 

♦ Allies np>l the Allies the countries that 
fought on the same side as the USA and 
Britain during World War I and II. 

almanac ['odmanaek] n a book that is pub¬ 
lished every year and gives information 
about the movements of the sun, moon, 
tides etc as well as important dates. 

almighty [od'maiti] adj an almighty bang/crash 
a very big or loud bang/crash (informal use) □ 
We had an almighty row! 

♦ Almighty o adj who has power over 
everything □ Almighty God. o n the Almighty 
a name used to refer to God. 

almond ['uimand] n -1. a flat oval-shaped nut 
that is eaten raw or used in cooking □ roast/ 
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ground almonds. -2. an almond (tree) a tree 
that produces almonds. 

almond paste « a sweet paste made from 
crushed almonds, sugar, and eggs that is 
used to cover cakes or to make candies. 

almost ['oilmoust] adv almost ready nearly 
ready but not completely ready □ I've been ill. 
but I'm almost better now. □ Almost everyone 
agrees with me. □ We were late and almost 
missed the plane. □ "Have you finished?" — "Al¬ 
most!" ■ almost nobody very few people. 

alms [a:mz] npl money, food, clothes etc that 
are given to poor people (old-fashioned use). 

aloft [a'ltift] adv -1. [hold, raise] in the air and 
over one’s head (formal use) □ He held the child 
aloft. -2. sailing in the rigging of a ship. 

alone [a'loon] o adj -1. to be alone to be with¬ 
out any other people present □ He wants to 
be alone. □ / don't want to be left alone with him. 
□ They need to spend some time alone together. 
-2. to be/feel alone to be without friends or 
people one knows □ / felt I was all alone in a 
strange country. -3. you/he etc alone only 
you/he etc □ You alone know what really hap¬ 
pened. □ Fear alone prevented me from speaking. 
-4. used to say that something is only a 
small part of a much larger amount or num¬ 
ber □ Last year alone he earned $200,000. 
o adv -1. to do sthg alone to do sthg with¬ 
out the help of other people □ She had to run 
the business alone and unaided. ■ to go it alone 
to do something without the help or sup¬ 
port of other people □ If that's how you feel. 
I'll just have to go it alone. -2. to leave sthg 
alone to stop touching sthg □ Leave it alone! • 
to leave sb alone to stop annoying sb □ Leave 
me alone! 

along [a'lDrj] o adv -1. to walk along to walk 
forward, usually on a road or path, in an 
easy or unhurried way □ The dog trotted along 
behind us. □ / was driving along, listening to the 
car radio. ■ the work is coming along well the 
work is progressing well. -2. he will be along 
soon he will be here soon □ There'll be anoth¬ 
er bus along shortly. -3. I took sb along I took 
sb with me □ Liz asked if she could bring her 
sister along to the concert. 
o prep -1. she walked along the road she 
walked on or beside the road in the direc¬ 
tion that it was going. -2. the road runs 
along the coast the road goes beside the 
coast for its whole length □ There were police¬ 
men placed every twenty meters along the route. 
-3. the office is along the corridor the office is 
further down the corridor □ Could you move 
further along the row, please? 

♦ all along adv she was right all along she 
was right all the time from the very begin¬ 
ning. 

♦ along with prep along with several/many 
others in the same way as several/many 
others □ / wrote in and complained, along with 
hundreds of other viewers. 

alongside [ajng'said] o prep -1. next to 
<sthg> □ They moored alongside the pier. 
-2. together with <sb/sthg> □ He works along¬ 
side his brother. □ We use this alongside more 

traditional methods, o adv [stop, park] next to 
somebody or something □ The car drew up 
alongside. 

aloof [aiu:f] adj -1. (person] who avoids talk¬ 
ing to people and is unfriendly □ He was very 
aloof with the staff. -2. to remain or stay aloof 
to avoid getting involved in something □ / 
prefer to remain aloof from such arguments. 

aloud [a'laud] adv [speak, read] in a voice that 
can be heard □ / was just thinking aloud. 

ALP (abbr of Australian Labor Party) n the ALP 
the main center-left party in Australia, 

alpaca [ael'paeka] n a type of llama found in 
South America that has long wool used for 
making clothes; the wool of this animal, 

alphabet [’aelfsbet] n a set of letters or sym¬ 
bols in a fixed order that are used for writ¬ 
ing a language. 

alphabetical [.aelfa'betikl] adj [list] arranged ac¬ 
cording to the order of the alphabet □ The 
files are arranged in alphabetical order. 

alphabetically [.aelfa'betikli] adv [classify, order] 

see alphabetical □ The names are listed alpha¬ 
betically. 

alphabetize, -ise ['aelfabataiz] vt to arrange 
<files, data> etc in alphabetical order, 

alphanumeric [.aslfan-iu'menk] adj [data, display, 

keyboard! that contains both letters and 
numbers. 

alpine ['aelpain] adj [climate, plant, resort] that is 
found in the Alps or other high mountains. 

Alps [aelps]: the Alps the biggest mountain 
range in Europe. It extends from the Medi¬ 
terranean coast of France through northern 
Italy, Switzerland, and Austria to Slovenia. 
HIGHEST POINT: 4,807 m. 

already [od'redi] adv -1. I've already told you 
I’ve told you before now (used to empha¬ 
size that an action is completed) □ When we 
got there she'd already gone home. -2. we have 
too many guests already we have more 
guests now than we want □ You don't need 
the money; you're rich enough already. -3. they 
were already there they were there and this 
was earlier than was expected □ You're not 
leaving already, are you? 

alright [.oil'rait] adv & adj = all right. 

Alsatian [afi'seijn] n a large dog with a light- 
brown and black coat that is often used by 
the police and as a guard dog. 

also ['oilsou] adv -1. as well (used to introduce 
another fact about a person or thing) □ 'Also 
available on CD.' -2. too (used to say that two 
people or things are similar) □ He's a col¬ 
league, and also a good friend. □ Her second nov¬ 
el was also a success. -3. moreover (used at 
the beginning of sentences to introduce an¬ 
other fact or argument) □ / don't like her; also, 
I don't trust her. 

also-ran n a person who is unsuccessful in a 
competition, election etc (informal use), 

altar ['ailtal n a table where the priest or min¬ 
ister stands in Christian services, 

alter ['o:ltar] o vt -1. [dress, jacket] to change 
the style, shape, size etc of <a piece of 



alteration 32 

clothing> □ You could always alter the sleeves. 
-2. [plan, opinion, situation] to change <sthg> 
slightly by changing one part of it □ None of 
which alters the fact that he's a liar, o vi [person, 
weather, place] to change □ His face had altered 
very little over the years. □ Yes, but that doesn't 
alter the fact that we've lost. 

alteration [,a:lta'reifn] tt -1. [of clothes, a plan, 
opinion] see alter □ The text needs some altera¬ 
tion before it can be published. -2. a slight 
change □ I've made a few alterations to today's 
schedule. 

altercation [,o:lt3r'keiJn] n a short noisy argu¬ 
ment (formal use) □ Hutchens was Involved in an 
altercation with some reporters. 

alter ego {pi alter egos) n -1. the side of one’s 
personality that people do not normally see. 
-2. a close friend who one trusts, 

alternate [adj US 'odtarnat, GB a:l't3:nat, vb 
'o:ltornert] o adj -1. following one after the 
other □ He does alternate night and day shifts. 
-2. one of every two □ We visit her on alter¬ 
nate weekends. -3. US = alternative, 
o vt to make <two things, sets of people> 
etc follow each other in a repeated sequence 
□ They try to alternate the two teams of doctors. 
■ to alternate sthg with sthg to make sthg 
follow sthg repeatedly □ The course alternates 
lectures with seminars. 
o vi to alternate with sthg to follow sthg in a 
repeated sequence □ Hard work alternated with 
long rest periods. ■ to alternate between sthg 
and sthg to keep changing from sthg to sthg 
and back again □ He alternates between being 
very rude and extremely charming. 

alternately [US 'adtamatli, GB ad'tainatli] adv a 
word used when there is a regular change 
from one state or action to another □ He's al¬ 
ternately happy and sad. 

alternating current [,D:ltarneitirj-] n an electric 
current that regularly changes direction as it 
flows. 
NOTE: Compare direct current. 

alternation [,a:ltar'neijn] n the regular chang¬ 
ing from one thing or state to another, then 
back again □ the alternation of day and night. 

alternative [o:l't3:rn3tiv] o adj -1. [plan, sugges¬ 
tion, route] that can be used instead of some¬ 
thing else □ Well have to use some alternative 
means of transport. -2. [theater, lifestyle] that is 
different from the traditional or established 
kind □ sources of alternative energy such as 
wind power, o n something that can be done 
or chosen instead of something else □ We 
have two alternatives, either we sell now, or we 
wait. □ They're looking for an alternative to their 
current computer system. □ If you continue to be 
late for work, I'll have no alternative but to ask 
you to leave. 

alternatively [o:rt3:rnativli] adv as an alterna¬ 
tive course of action □ We could hold the 
meeting at ten or, alternatively, we could meet in 
the afternoon. 

alternative medicine n a way of treating ill¬ 
ness, e.g. using homeopathy, aromatherapy, 
or acupuncture, that is not part of standard 
Western medical practices. 

alternator ['a:ltarneitar] n a machine that pro¬ 
duces an electric current which changes di¬ 
rection at regular periods. 

although [ad'dou] cottj -1. in spite of the fact 
that □ She's very knowledgeable, although she's 
never had any formal education. -2. but □ / don't 
think it will work, although it's worth a try. 

altitude ['aeltit-iu:d] n the height of a place or 
thing, e.g. an aircraft, above sea level □ The 
plane was flying at an altitude of 1500 meters. □ 
Lack of oxygen makes breathing difficult at high 
altitudes. 

alto ['aeltou] {pi altos) o n -1. the highest male 
singing voice. -2. the lowest female singing 
voice, o comp [saxophone, clarinet] that has 
the same range of notes as an alto. 

altogether [,a:lta'gedar] adv -1. completely □ 
That's a different matter altogether. □ It was alto¬ 
gether different when I worked here. □ The en¬ 
gine stopped altogether. ■ not altogether used 
to make a negative statement less strong □ / 
wasn't altogether surprised to hear he'd left. 
-2. considering all things □ Altogether I'd say 
he's not such a bad guy. -3. in total □ Altogeth¬ 
er that makes $10. □ You owe me $50 altogether. 

altruism ['aeltruizm] « concern for other peo¬ 
ple rather than oneself. 

altruistic [,aeltru'istik] adj [action, person] see al¬ 
truism. 

aluminum [a'luiminam] us, aluminium [aeb'min- 
jam] GB n a light silver-gray metal that is 
easily shaped and is used e.g. for making 
cooking utensils, aircraft, and vehicles. SYM¬ 
BOL: AL □ aluminum cans. 

aluminum foil n us very thin metal in a sheet 
that can be used for covering food. 

alumna [a'lAmna] {pi alumnae f-ni:]) n a former 
female student of a school, college, or uni¬ 
versity. 

alumnus [a'lAmnas] {pi alumni [-nai]) n a for¬ 
mer male student of a school, college, or 
university. 

always f'adweiz] adv -1. he always arrives late 
he arrives late every time □ You should always 
wear a seatbelt. ■ I have always liked her I 
have liked her all the time I have known her 
□ Have you always worn contact lenses? -2. I 
will always love you I will never stop loving 
you □ There will always be a need for trained 
graduates. -3. he's always complaining he 
complains too often □ You always think you 
know best! -4. you can always go by train 
why don’t you go by train (used to make 
suggeshons) □ We could always borrow John's 
car. 

Alzheimer's (disease) [US 'a:ltshaimarz-, GB 
'sits-] n a disease that affects a person’s 
brain, usually in old age, and causes them to 
feel confused and lose their memory. 

am [aem] vb —> be. 

a.m. {abbr of ante meridiem) between mid¬ 
night and midday □ The flight leaves at 8 a.m. 
NOTE: Compare p.m. 

AM {abbr of amplitude modulation) n a system 
of radio broadcasting that does not always 
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produce a very clear sound □ ABC National, 
broadcasting on 576 AM. 
NOTE: Compare FM. 

AMA (abbr of American Medical Association) n 
the AMA an organization for doctors and 

medical researchers in the USA. 

amalgam [a'mselgam] n -1. a mixture of two 

or more things (formal use). -2. a mixture of 

mercury with another metal, especially sil¬ 

ver, often used as fillings for teeth, 

amalgamate [a'maelgameit] o vr to join to¬ 

gether <two or more groups, businesses> 

etc to form a larger one □ Our office is to be 
amalgamated with the Chicago branch, o vi 

(groups, businesses] to be amalgamated, 

amalgamation [a.maslga'meijn] tt: see amal¬ 
gamate. 

amass [a'mses] vr to collect a lot of cmoney, 

information> etc over a period of time □ He 
has amassed a considerable fortune. 

amateur [US 'aematjor, GB 'aemata] o n -1. a 

person who does an activity for pleasure 

and is not paid for it a a keen amateur □ The 
competition is open to both amateurs and profes¬ 
sionals. -2. a person who is not very good at 

a particular activity □ They're just a bunch of 
amateurs, o adj -1. (sport, sportsman, photogra¬ 
pher] He plays amateur football. -2. (performance, 
attempt] = amateurish. 

amateurish [us .aems'tj'orij', gb ’asmatanf] adj 
[performance, attempt] not very good, 

amaze [a'meiz] vt to surprise <sb> very much 

□ Jim amazed us all with his cooking. 

amazed [a'meizd] adj to be amazed to be very 

surprised □ I'm amazed you never told anyone. □ 
/ was amazed to discover she had been fired. 

amazement [a'meizmant] « a feeling of great 

surprise □ / never thought she'd agree, but to 
my amazement she did. □ He looked at me in 
amazement. 

amazing [a'meizig] adj -1. [coincidence, story] 
very surprising □ It's amazing that nobody else 
thought of it. -2. [dress, car, offer] very good or 
impressive □ They have the most amazing 
house. □ The food was absolutely amazing. 

amazingly [a'meizigli] adv amazingly quick/ 
high etc so quick/high etc that it is surpris¬ 
ing □ It was amazingly crowded for the time of 
year. □ Amazingly, no one was hurt. 

Amazon [US 'aemazain, GB -zan]: the Amazon a 

river in South America that starts in the An¬ 

des in Peru and flows through northern Bra¬ 

zil to the Atlantic. It is the second-longest 

river in the world □ the Amazon basin. 

Amazonian fiaema'zounjan] adj: see Amazon, 

ambassador [asm'b8esadar] « a diplomat of the 

highest rank who looks after their country’s 

interests in another country □ the US ambas¬ 

sador to Britain. 

amber ['sembar] o n -1. a hard yellow resin 
used to make jewelry; the color of this □ an 
amber brooch/necklace. -2. GB the yellow light 
between the red and green lights of a traffic 
light □ The lights changed from red to amber, 
o adj [eyes, light] that is the color of amber. 

ambiance [US .aimbi'ams, GB 'aembjans] n = 
ambience. 

ambidextrous [.aembi'dekstras] adj (person] 
who can use both hands with equal skill, 

ambience [US .aimbi'ains, GB ’aembjans] « the 
atmosphere or character of a place □ The res¬ 
taurant, I have to say, lacks ambience. 

ambiguity [.aembi'gjumti] {pi ambiguities) n 
-1. the possibility of understanding a word, 
phrase, situation etc in more than one way 
□ To avoid any ambiguity I've added some notes 
in the margin. □ There's a certain ambiguity in 
their relationship. -2. a word or phrase that 
can be understood in more than one way □ 
The text was full of ambiguities. 

ambiguous [aem'bigjuas] adj [reply, statement] 
that can be understood in more than one 
way and so is not clear □ The wording of this 
clause is a little ambiguous. 

ambiguously [aem'bigjuasli] adv: see ambigu¬ 
ous □ It was ambiguously expressed in the text. 

ambition [aem'bijn] n -1. the desire to be suc¬ 
cessful, e.g. by having a good job, making 
money, or becoming famous □ When he was 
a young lawyer he was full of ambition. -2. 
something that one wants to do very much 
□ Her ambition is to climb Everest. 

ambitious [aem'bifas] adj -1. [person] who 
wants very much to be successful □ an ambi¬ 
tious politician/lawyer/businessman. -2. [plan, pro¬ 
ject] that is difficult and will need great ef¬ 
fort and skill □ It all sounded pretty ambitious to 
me. 

ambivalence [aem'bivslans] n: see ambivalent. 

ambivalent [aem'bivsbnt] adj [person] who has 
two opposite feelings or views about some¬ 
body or something at the same time □ He 
feels very ambivalent about leaving his wife. □ / 
have rather ambivalent feelings about him. 

amble ['aembl] vi to walk in a relaxed way 
without hurrying □ We ambled across the park. 

ambulance ['aembjslans] n a vehicle with spe¬ 
cial equipment for taking sick or injured 
people to the hospital □ She was taken to the 
hospital by ambulance. □ Somebody call for an 
ambulance! □ the ambulance service. 

ambush ['amboj] o vt to attack <sb> by sur¬ 
prise after hiding and waiting for them □ The 
convoy was ambushed by rebel soldiers, o n: 
The troops were caught in an ambush. 

ameba us, amoeba gb [a'miiba] (us pi amebas 
or amebae [-bis], GB pi amoebas or amoebae 
[-bi:]) n the smallest kind of living creature, 
consisting of only one cell, 

ameliorate [a'midjareit] vt [working conditions] 

to improve <a situation> (formal use). ' 

amen [,admen, ,ei-] excl the word used at the 
end of a Christian prayer, 

amenable [a'mimabl] adj [person] who is will¬ 
ing to do what somebody else suggests. ■ to 
be amenable to sthg [to a proposal, idea] to be 
willing to accept sthg □ I'm always amenable 

to suggestions. 

amend [a'mend] vt to improve, correct, or 
make small changes to <a text, law, rule> 
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etc □ The last paragraph should be amended to 
take account of recent developments. 

♦ amends npl to make amends to show that 

one is sorry for harming or offending some¬ 

body by doing something pleasant or help¬ 

ful for them □ Don was trying to make amends 
for having forgotten my birthday. 

amendment [a'mendmant] n -1. a correction, 

improvement, or small change made to a 

text, statement, law etc □ A number of amend¬ 
ments were made to the bill before it became 
law. □ the Fifth Amendment. -2. [to a. text, law] 

see amend □ The schedule needs some amend¬ 
ment. 

amenities [a'miinstiz] nyl places and services, 

e.g, stores or transportation, that are near 

one’s home and make life more comfort¬ 

able, convenient, or pleasant □ The apartment 
is close to local amenities. 

Amerasian [,a;m3'rei3n] n a person who has 

both American and Asian ancestors. 

America [a'meriks] -1. = United States. -2. = 
Americas. 

♦ Americas: the Americas North, Central, and 
South America. 

American [a'merikan] n & ady. see America. 

NOTE: The term American usually refers to 

the USA rather than South America. 

Americana [us a.meri'kaena, gb -'kama] n ob¬ 

jects, books, documents etc that are con¬ 

nected with American history or culture. 

American Civil War n the American Civil War 
the war (1861 to 1865) that took place be¬ 

tween the Northern states of the USA (the 

Union), and the Southern states (the Con¬ 
federacy). 

W THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 

The American Civil War began in 1861, 

when eleven Southern states left the Union 

(the United States) to form a separate politi¬ 

cal grouping called the Confederacy, or the 

Confederate States of America. Fighting 

ended in 1865, when Robert E. Lee, the 

Confederate general, surrendered to Ulysses 

S. Grant, the leader of the Union troops. As 

a result of the war slavery was no longer al¬ 

lowed in the USA, and the states became 

less important than the central government. 

American Dream n the American Dream the 

idea that everybody in the USA has the op¬ 

portunity to become rich and successful. 

American eagle n the bald eagle, especially 

when it is used as a symbol for the USA. 

American football « gb a popular US sport 

played on a large field by two teams of elev¬ 

en players who throw or carry an oval¬ 

shaped ball past each other in order to score 
points at the end of the field. 

American Indian « = Native American (old- 
fashioned use). 

Americanism [a'merikamzm] « a word or 

phrase, e.g. “elevator” or “sidewalk”, that is 
used only in American English. 
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Americanize, -ise [a'merikanaiz] vt to make <a 

word, place> etc American in style. 

American League n the American League one 

of the two major US baseball leagues. 

American Legion n the American Legion an 

association of people who have served in 
the US armed forces. 

American Revolution, American Revolu¬ 
tionary War n the American Revolution or* 
Revolutionary War the war (1775 to 1783) 

between Great Britain and its colonies in 

North America. It was won by the Ameri¬ 

cans, and the USA became independent. 

m THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

The American Revolution began in 1775 

when the thirteen British colonies in Ameri¬ 

ca rebelled against British rule because they 

no longer wanted to pay taxes without be- 

ing able to participate in government. In 

1776, several “Founding Fathers” sent a let¬ 

ter to the British king, George III, declaring 

that America was an independent nation. 

The British responded by sending an army 

to stop them. Although the Americans, who 

were led by George Washington, did not 

have a professional army, they finally won 

the war in 1781. As a result, America be¬ 

came recognized as the United States of 

America, an independent and democratic 
nation. 

American Way n the American Way the atti¬ 

tude to life that is considered typical of 

Americans and that favors democracy, indi¬ 
vidualism, hard work etc. 

America s Cup n the America's Cup an impor¬ 

tant international yacht race. 

Amerindian [.cema'rindjan] « a member of any 

of the peoples originally living in North, 

Central, or South America or the West In¬ 
dies. 

amethyst [’aemaGist] n a purple stone used for 

making jewelry; the color of this stone. 

Amex [ iemeks] (abbr of American Stock Ex¬ 
change) n the second-largest stock exchange 
in the USA. 5 

amiable I'emijabl] adj [person] who is friendly 
and easy to like. 

amicable ['amukabl] adj [relationship, agreement] 
friendly □ The divorce was amicable. 

amicably ['aemikabli] adv [decide, settle, divorce] 

see amicable □ We parted amicably enough. 

amid(st) [a'mid(st)] prey -1. amid(st) all the 
noise with the noise going on all around □ 
Share prices fell amid(st) rumors of a rise in inter¬ 
est rates. -2. amid(st) the trees surrounded bv 
the trees. 7 

group of 

essentiai/non- 

amino acid [a.mfinoo-] n any of 

acids that form proteins □ 
essential amino acids. 

Amish ['aimij] o nyl the Amish a Christian 

group hying mainly in Pennsylvania and 

Ohio USA. They wear simple clothes, 

speak German, and live on farms. Their reli¬ 

gion forbids them to use modem technology 



35 amputation 

such as cars or electricity, o adj: an Amish 
farm/family. 

amiss [s'mis] o adj to be amiss to be wrong □ 
Is there anything amiss? o adv to take sthg 
amiss to be upset or offended by sthg □ / 
hope you won't take it amiss if I leave early, m it 
would not go or come amiss it would be very 
welcome □ A little politeness would not go 
amiss. 

ammonia [a'mounja] n a colorless liquid or gas 
with a very strong smell, used in making ex¬ 
plosives, fertilizers, and domestic cleaning 
products. FORMULA: NH3. 

ammunition [.aemja'mj'n] n -1. bullets, bombs 
etc that are fired from a gun or other weap¬ 
on. -2. information that can be used against 
somebody in an argument, 

ammunition dump « a place where ammuni¬ 
tion is stored. 

amnesia [aem'ni:33] « medicine the condition of 
not being able to remember anything, 

amnesty ['aemnasti] {pi amnesties) n -1. a par¬ 
don given by the state to prisoners, especial¬ 
ly those in prison for political crimes □ The 
government declared an amnesty for all political 
prisoners. -2. a period of time during which a 
particular law is not applied so that people 
can admit their crimes or give up weapons 
without being arrested. 

Amnesty International n an international or¬ 
ganization that aims to protect human rights 
and particularly to help people imprisoned 
for their beliefs. 

amniocentesis [.aemnioosen'tirsas] n a test car¬ 
ried out on a pregnant woman in which 
fluid is removed from her womb and exam¬ 
ined in order to make sure that her unborn 
baby is healthy, 

amoeba n GB = ameba. 

amok [a'rriAk] adv to run amok [person, animal] 
to behave in a dangerous or uncontrolled 
way □ The gunman ran amok, firing indiscrimi¬ 
nately at passers-by. 

among(st) [s'mArjfst)] prep -1. among(st) the 
crowd in or surrounded by the crowd □ He 
was hiding somewhere among(st) the trees. □ 
The letter was found among(st) her personal be¬ 
longings. -2. it's popular among(st) teenagers 
it’s popular with teenagers as a group □ They 
were talking among(st) themselves. □ There has 
been a lot of interest among(st) our customers. 
-3. among(st) those present one of the peo¬ 
ple present □ It's among(st) her most important 
plays. ■ among(st) other things in addition to 
other things □ She is, among(st) other things, an 
excellent cook. -4. to share sthg among(st) a 
group to share sthg so that each person in a 
group gets some (usually the same amount), 

amoral [.ei'mDral] adj [person] who has no 
moral principles. 

amorous ['aemaras] ad) [person, affair] that 
shows or involves love and a desire for sex. 

amorphous [3'mo:rfas] adj [mass, body] that 
does not have a definite shape, 

amortize [US 'aemartaiz, GB a'moitaiz] vt [cost, 

mortgage] to repay <a debt> completely by 

making regular payments, 

amount [a'maont] n -1. a word used to say 

how much of something there is, or how 

much of something one has, uses etc □ The 
amount he eats is amazing. □ They consume an 
enormous amount of energy. □ There's a certain 
amount of disagreement within the party. -2. a 

sum of money □ I paid the money I owed in 
regular amounts over a period of a year. 

♦ amount to vt fus -1. to amount to sthg to 
come to a total of sthg □ The bill amounts to 
$650 exactly. -2. to amount to sthg to be the 
same as sthg in its effect □ It amounts to the 
same thing in the end. □ His answer amounted to 
a flat refusal. □ What it amounts to is this: we'll 
have to sell everything. 

amp [aemp] n -1. abbrofampere.-2. abbrofampli¬ 
fier (informal use). 

amperage ['aemparidsl n the strength of an 

electric current measured in amps, 

ampere ['aimpcol n a unit for measuring elec¬ 

tric current. 

ampersand ['aemp3rsaend] « a symbol (&) used 

to mean the word “and”, 

amphetamine [aem'fetamiin] n a drug that 

stimulates the nervous system, making one 

more energetic and excited than normal, 

amphibian [aem'fibian] n an animal, e.g. a frog 

or toad, that can live on land and in water, 

amphibious [aem'fibias] adj -1. [animal] that 

can live on land and in water. -2. [vehicle] 

that can move on land and in water, 

amphitheater us, amphitheatre GB ['aemfi- 

0i3tar] n a round theater, common in ancient 

Rome and Greece, that has no roof and con¬ 

sists of a stage surrounded by rows of seats 

that rise one behind the other, 

ample ['aempl] adj -1. [food, time, supplies] more 

than enough □ You'll have ample opportunity to 
explain at the interview, o There is ample room. 
-2. an ample figure/bosom a figure/bosom 

that is large in an attractive way. 

amplification [.aempbfa'keijn] n: see amplify □ 
sound amplification □ One or two points need am¬ 
plification. 

amplifier [’aempbfai3r] n an electronic device 

used to amplify sound. 

amplify ['aemptafai] (pt & pp amplified) vt -1. to 

make <a sound or musical instrument 

louder using electricity. -2. to explain <an 

idea, statement etc better by giving more 

information. 

♦ amplify on vt fus [idea, statement] = amplify, 

amply ['aempli] adv [rewarded, illustrated] see am¬ 
ple □ an amply proportioned room. 

ampule US, ampoule GB ['aempuil] « a small 

container with no lid, usually made of glass, 

that contains medicine that is going to be 

used for an injection. 

amputate ['aempjateit] o vt to cut off all or 
part of <sb’s arm, leg> etc in a medical op¬ 
eration. o vi: Doctors had to amputate in order 
to avoid further infection. 

amputation basmpja'teij'n] n: see amputate. 
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Amsterdam [,aemstar‘daem] the capital of the 

Netherlands. It is known for its canals, popu¬ 
lation: 702,444. 

amt abbr of amount. 

Amtrak™ ['aemtraek] n the company that runs 

passenger train services in the USA. 

amuck O'mAk] adv = amok, 

amulet ['aemjubt] n a small object that some¬ 

body wears or carries in the belief that it 

will protect them from harm, 

amuse [o'mjuiz] vt -1. to make <sb> want to 

laugh or smile a Does the idea amuse you? □ 
Larry amused us all with his stories. -2. to keep 

<sb> busy doing something enjoyable so 

that they do not feel bored □ Can you keep 
the children amused while I cook lunch? □ He 
amused himself by drawing doodles. 

amused [a'mjuizd] adj -1. to be amused to find 

something funny □ She was not amused at his 
silly jokes. -2. to keep oneself amused to do 

something that stops one from feeling 
bored. 

amusement [a'mjmzmant] n the feeling one 

has when one finds somebody or something 

funny □ The adults looked on in amusement. □ 
Much to everyone's amusement, he fell over. 

♦ amusements ttpl activities, especially at an 

amusement park, that are exciting and fun. 

amusement arcade n a place where people 

can play games on machines by putting 
money into them. 

amusement park n a large outdoor area with 

many stalls and special machines, e.g. 

rollercoasters and ferris wheels, that people 
can ride on. 

amusing [a'mjuizii)] adj [story, event, person] 

that one finds funny □ / heard an amusing an¬ 
ecdote the other day. 

an [stressed aen, unstressed an] det: see a. 

ANA (abbr of American Newspaper Association) 
« the ANA a US labor union for journalists, 

anabolic steroid [.asnabDlik-] n any of a num¬ 

ber of drugs that make muscles and bones 

grow more quickly and that are sometimes 

used illegally by athletes to improve their 
performance. 

anachronism [a'ncekronizm] n -1. a person, 

thing, or attitude that seems old-fashioned 

to many people □ To some people the monar¬ 
chy is simply an anachronism. -2. something 

that is placed in a period of history in which 

it did not exist □ Critics spotted several anach¬ 
ronisms in the movie. 

anachronistic [a.naekra'nistik] adj [event, opin¬ 
ion] see anachronism, 

anaemia etc GB = anemia etc. 

anaesthetic etc GB = anesthetic etc. 

anagram ['asnsgraem] n a word or phrase that 

is formed by rearranging the order of the 

letters in another word or phrase □ "Ear" is 
an anagram of "era ". 

anal f'einl] adj [passage, sex] see anus, 

analgesic [.asnal^fizik] o n a drug that makes 

pain less strong, o adj: an analgesic drug. 

analog [Analog] o n us something that is 

similar to something else (formal use), o adj 
[watch, clock] that has pointers moving 
around a dial to show the time. 
NOTE: Compare digital. 

analogous [a'naelagss] adj similar □ The organi¬ 
zation of the school is analogous to that of an 
army. 

analogue ['aenolog] w & adj GB = analog. 

analogy [3'naebd3i] (pi analogies) « a compari- « 
son that is made between two similar things 
in order to explain something □ An analogy 
can be drawn between the human eye and the 
camera. ■ by analogy with sthg by making a 
comparison with sthg □ He explained the 
workings of the memory by analogy with a com¬ 
puter system. 

analyse vt GB = analyze. 

analysis [a'nasbsis] (pi analyses [-si:z]) « -t. a 
detailed examination of something that is 
made in order to explain or understand it □ 
after a thorough analysis of the facts □ a biologi¬ 
cal analysis □ The sample has been sent away for 
analysis. -2. an explanation of something that 
results from a detailed examination of it □ 
My analysis of the situation is this... □ He drew 
up a detailed analysis of the company's accounts. 
-3. = psychoanalysis. -4. phrase in the final or 

last analysis a phrase used when stating 
what one thinks is the most basic fact about 
a situation □ In the final analysis, it's his respon¬ 
sibility, not ours. 

analyst ['aenabst] « -1. a person whose job is 
to analyze information □ a political/computer/ 
financial analyst. -2. = psychoanalyst. 

analytic(al) [.aena'litikfl)] adj [mind, approach, 

study] that uses logical and careful reasoning, 

analyze us, analyse GB ['aenslaiz] vt [problem, 

situation, data] to examine <sthg> in detail in 
order to understand or explain it □ Laboratory 
staff analyze the results of the tests. 

anarchic [a'nadkik] adj -1. [person, behavior] 

that does not respect authority or normal 
rules of behavior. -2. [style, scene, organiza¬ 

tion] that shows no signs of order. 

anarchist ['aenadcast] « a person who rejects 
all systems of government and authority, 

anarchy ['aenarki] n -1. a state of chaos and 
disorder □ The country is in a state of anarchy. 
-2. political disorder caused when there is 
no government. 

anathema [a'nreGama] n something that one 
dislikes very much □ Racism is absolute anath¬ 
ema to him. 

anatomical [.aena'tDmikl] adj [description, fea¬ 
ture] see anatomy. 

anatomy [a'luetami] (pi anatomies) n -1. the 
scientific study of the structure of the hu¬ 
man or animal body. -2. the structure of the 
human or animal body □ the human anatomy 
□ the anatomy of the horse. -3. the human 
body (humorous use) □ / got hit in a tender part 
of my anatomy. 

ANC (abbr of African National Congress) n the 
ANC a South African political party that op¬ 
posed apartheid and was banned from 1960 
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to 1990. It is now the largest party in South 

Africa. 

ancestor ['aensest3r] n -1. a person who is re¬ 
lated to oneself and who lived in the past. 
-2. a machine, vehicle etc that is a simpler 
and earlier version of a modem one. 

ancestral home [aen.sestrl-] n a house, usually 
a very large one, where a person’s ancestors 
lived. 

ancestry ['asnsestri] (pi ancestries) n one’s an¬ 

cestors or national background □ I'm trying to 
trace my ancestry. 

anchor ['aer)k3r] o « -1. sailing a heavy piece 
of metal with a hook that is attached to a 
boat by a chain or rope and is dropped into 
the water to stop the boat from moving. ■ 
to drop/weigh anchor to drop the anchor 
into/to pull the anchor out of the water. 
-2. tv a person who is in charge of a televi¬ 
sion program such as the news and who 
acts as a link between different parts of the 
program. -3. US a small, hollow, plastic ob¬ 
ject that holds a screw tightly in a hole, 
o vf -1. to fix <sthg> in position to prevent 
it from moving □ They anchored the garden ta¬ 
ble with a couple of heavy stones. -2. tv to do 
the job of an anchor for <a television pro- 
gram> □ John Thorman anchors the six o'clock 
news. 
o vi -1. sailing to lower the anchor of a boat 
in order to stop it from moving □ We an¬ 
chored off the coast of Gibraltar. -2. tv to work 
as an anchor on a television program. 

anchorage ['aer)karid3] n sailing a place where 
boats can anchor. 

anchorman ['aer)k3rmaen] (pi anchormen [-men]) 

n tv a male anchor. 

anchorwoman [’aer)k3rwum3n] (pi anchor- 
women) « tv a female anchor. 

anchovy [US 'aentjouvi, GB -avi] (pi anchovy or 
anchovies) n a very small fish that has a 
strong salty taste. 

ancient [’einfant] adj -1. [monument, history, 

civilization] that belongs to the very distant 
past □ ancient Greece □ a tradition that goes 
back to ancient times. -2. [custom, tradition, be¬ 

lief] that has existed for a very long time. 
-3. [person, car, coat] that one thinks is very 
old (humorous use). 

ancillary [aen'sibri] adj ancillary staff people 
whose job is to support all the other people 
who work in a building or industry, e.g. by 
cooking or cleaning. 

and [stressed aend, unstressed an] conj -1. used to 
join words, phrases, and clauses □ Two and 
two make four. □ Put your shoes and socks on. □ 
/ was tired and hungry. -2. used to show that 
two events follow one another almost im¬ 
mediately □ / got into bed and put out the light. 
-3. used in large numbers before the num¬ 
bers “one” to “ninety-nine”; used between 
whole numbers and fractions □ one hundred 
and eighty □ six and three quarters. -4. he cried 
and cried he cried for a very long time (used 
for emphasis or to say that something con¬ 
tinued for a long time) □ He was becoming 

more and more angry. -5. I fell downstairs and 
broke my leg I fell downstairs, then I broke 
my leg (used to join two clauses when the 
second event is a result of the first). -6. go 
and look for it go in order to find it (used af¬ 
ter verbs like “come”, “go”, and “try” to 
show intention or reason) □ Try and be home 
on time. □ Let's wait and see. 

♦ and all that adv and things like that (infor¬ 
mal use) □ I'm just not ready for marriage and all 
that. 

♦ and so on (and so forth) adv used at the 
end of a list to show that other things could 
be added to it □ My department deals with 
sales, marketing, promotion, and so on. 

Andersen ['aendarsan], Hans Christian 
(1805-1875) a Danish writer whose fairy 
tales include The Ugly Duckling and The 
Snow Queen. 

Andes ['aendiiz]: the Andes a major mountain 
range that extends down the west side of 
South America, highest point: 6,959 m. 

androgynous [aen'drod3anas] adj [person, ap¬ 

pearance] that has both male and female 
characteristics. 

android ['aendroid] n in science fiction stories, 
a robot that looks like a human being. 

anecdote ['aenikdout] n a short, amusing, and 
usually personal account of something that 
has happened □ The book is full of anecdotes 
about his acting career. 

anemia us, anaemia gb [a'niimja] « a short¬ 
age of red blood cells that causes one to feel 
very tired and look pale. 

anemic us, anaemic gb [a'nimuk] adj [person] 

who suffers from anemia; who looks very 
pale and weak. 

anemone [a’nemani] n a plant with red, blue, 
or purple flowers on long thin stems. 

anesthesia [^nss'Giisa] us, anaesthesia [.aenas- 
'0i:zia] GB n a state in which the whole body 
or part of it does not feel pain, heat, cold 
etc. 

anesthesiologist [,aen3s0i:zi'Dlad33st] n US a 

doctor who gives anesthetics to patients. 

anesthetic us, anaesthetic gb [,aenas'0etik] n 
a substance that stops a person from feeling 
pain □ The operation was performed under anes¬ 
thetic. □ The anesthetic soon wore off. 

anesthetist [a'nesGatast] us, anaesthetist [a'niis- 
Gatast] GB n GB a doctor who gives patients 
anesthetics. 

anesthetize [a'nesGataiz] us, anaesthetize, 
-ise [a'nusGataiz] GB vt to give <sb> an anes¬ 

thetic. 

anew [a'niu:] adv again (literary use). 

angel ['emd3al] n -1. religion a messenger and 
servant of God, usually shown in human 
form with white wings. -2. a person who 
one thinks is very good or kind □ Be an angel 
and make me a cup of coffee, will you? 

Angeleno [,aend33'li:nou] n a person from Los 

Angeles. 

Angel Falls a waterfall in Venezuela, in 
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South America. It is the highest waterfall in 
the world (979 m). 

angelic [aen'd3elik] adj [person, face, smile] that 
seems good, pure, and beautiful, 

anger ['aegg3r] »#a strong feeling of annoy¬ 
ance and unhappiness with somebody that 
makes one want to criticize, shout at them, 
or hurt them in some way □ She slammed the 
door in a fit of anger. □ Peter's family reacted 
with anger and disbelief at his decision, o vt to 
make <sb> angry □ Shareholders were angered 
by the board's failure to act. 

angina [aen'dsaina] n severe pain in the chest 
caused when too little blood is being carried 
to the heart muscle. 

angle f'aerjgl] o n -1. math the space between 

two lines or surfaces at the point where 

they meet or cross each other, measured in 

degrees □ a 60° angle □ The ball hit the ground 
at a 45° angle. ■ at an angle not straight □ The 
picture had been hung at an angle. -2. a comer 

of a building, structure, piece of furniture, 

etc □ The room has a lot of awkward angles. 
-3. a point of view □ Let's try looking at it from 
another angle. □ They have an interesting angle 
on the subject. □ The photo was taken from an 
unusual angle. 

o vt to present information, a report> etc 
from a particular point of view □ The program 
was angled to suit younger viewers. 
o vt -1. to fish with a fishing rod. -2. to an¬ 
gle for sthg [for invitation, compliment] to try to 
get sthg, especially in an indirect way □ / 
could see she was angling for a pay raise. 

Anglepoise™ (lamp) ['aegglpoiz-J n gb a lamp 
that can be adjusted to shine in any direc¬ 
tion and that stands on a desk, 

angler l'aeriglor] n a person who fishes with a 
fishing rod. 

Anglican ['aerjgliksn] o adj (Church, bishop] that 
is connected with the Church of England. 
On a member of the Church of England. 

Anglicism [’aegglisizm] n -1. a word or phrase 
that is used only in British English. -2. an 
English word or expression that is used in a 
foreign language. 

angling ['aerjgliij] « the art or sport of fishing 
using a fishing rod. 

Anglo- ['aegglou] prefix added to a word to 
mean English □ an Anglo-French treaty. 

Anglo-American o n an American who came 
from Britain, or whose family originally 
came from Britain, o adj [trade, relations] that 
involves Britain and the USA. 

Anglo-Indian n a person who has both Brit¬ 
ish and Indian ancestors. 

Anglo-Saxon o « -1. a person whose lan¬ 
guage is English and whose culture is British 
or American. -2. a member of the Germanic 
people who settled in Britain in the 5th and 
6th centuries. -3. the language spoken in 
Britain between the 5th and 12th centuries, 
o adj [culture, attitude] that is British or 
American rather than European. 

Angola [asrfgoub] a country in southwest Af¬ 
rica. size: 1,246,700 sq kms. population: 

9,500,000 (Angolans), capital: Luanda, lan¬ 

guage: Portuguese, currency: kwanza. 

angora [aeg'gous] n -1. a breed of goat, rabbit, 
or cat with very long soft hair. -2. wool, 
material, or clothing made from the hair of 
the angora goat or rabbit. 

angrily ['aeggrali] adv [stare, answer] see angry □ 
The accusation was angrily disputed. 

angry ['aerjgri] (compar angrier, superl angriest) # 
adj [person] who is feeling anger; [look, quar¬ 

rel, face] that is showing anger □ He was very 
angry with me. □ / feel extremely angry about the 
whole business. □ There's no need to get so an¬ 
gry! □ an angry letter. 

angst [aegst] n a strong feeling of anxiety, 
caused especially by worrying about one's 
general situation. 

anguish ['aeggwif] n very great mental pain 
and suffering □ He was in terrible anguish over 
the loss of his son. □ a look of anguish. 

anguished ['aeggwijt] adj [cry, look, expression] 

that is full of anguish. 

angular ['sggjabq adj [face, jaw, body] that ap¬ 
pears thin, with clearly visible bones. 

animal ['aeniml] o n -1. any living creature, in¬ 
cluding human beings, that is not a plant; 
any mammal except human beings □ an ani¬ 
mal lover □ the animal kingdom □ animal fat. 
-2. a rough and violent person (informal use), 
o adj an animal instinct/desire an instinct/ 
desire that is connected with the needs of 
the body, e.g. sex and food, rather than 
with the mind. 

animate ['aennnat] adj that is living, as op¬ 
posed to objects and machines, that are not. 

animated ['aenimeitad] adj [debate, person, face] 

full of life and energy □ The discussion sud¬ 
denly became very animated. 

animated cartoon n a cartoon film. 

animation fiaeni'meijn] n -1. liveliness □ She 
spoke with great animation. -2. the photographic 
process by which cartoon films are made. 

animosity [.asni'mosati] (pi animosities) n a 
very strong feeling of dislike or hostility □ 
There was intense animosity between them. 

aniseed ['Eenisiid] tt the licorice-flavored seeds 
of the anise plant, used as a flavoring in 
cakes, drinks, and medicines. 

ankle t'aegkl] o « the part of the body where 
the foot joins the leg. o comp ankle boots/ 
socks boots/socks that reach the ankle □ an 
ankle-length skirt. 

annals 1'aenlz] npl -1. a yearly record of events 
or activities such as the reports of the work 
of a society. -2. the records of the history of 
a country □ the worst scandal in the annals of 
American political history. 

Annapolis [s'naspalis] the capital of Maryland, 
USA. The United States Naval Academy is 
based here and the name is often used to 
mean the academy itself, population: 33,187. 

Anne, Queen (1665-1714) Queen of Great 
Britain and Ireland from 1702 to 1714. In 
her reign, England and Scotland were unit- 
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ed. A style of furniture and architecture that 
was popular at the time is named after her. 

annex ['aeneks] o « us a building that is joined 
or added to a main building such as a hospi¬ 
tal or hotel, o vt to take control of <a region 
or country>, especially by force, and add it 
to one’s own territory. 

annexation [.aenek'seifn] tt (of a region, country] 
see annex □ the annexation of Indian territory. 

annexe ['aeneks] « & vt GB = annex, 

annihilate [a'naialeit] vt to destroy <a city, 
building, population> etc completely, 

annihilation [a.nais'leifn] n: see annihilate □ 
The species faces annihilation. 

anniversary [,aeni'v3:rs3ri] (pi anniversaries) n a 
day on which one celebrates an event that 
happened on the same date in a previous 
year □ It's my parents' 25th wedding anniversary 
next week. □ The anniversary celebrations have 
just begun. 

annotate ['aenateit] vt to add notes to <a text, 
book> etc in order to explain it or comment 
on it □ the annotated version of the text. 

announce [a'nauns] vt -1. to say <sthg> pub¬ 
licly or officially □ The Secretary of State has 
announced his intention to resign. □ The company 
announced a 40 percent leap in half-year profits. 
-2. to state <sthg> in a loud voice □ She 
stood up and announced that she was going 
home. 

announcement [a'naunsmant] tt -1. a public 
statement about an event that has happened 
or will happen □ The announcement appeared 
in Friday's paper. □ / have an important announce¬ 
ment to make. -2. the act of announcing 
something □ after the announcement of their 
marriage □ Yesterday's announcement of the 
company's poor figures caused a fall in the share 
price. 

announcer [s'naonss1] « a person who reads 
the news or introduces programs on TV or 
radio □ a television/radio announcer. 

annoy [a'noi] vt to make <sb> feel slightly an¬ 
gry □ That music is really annoying me. 

annoyance [a'noians] n a feeling of slight an¬ 
ger and impatience □ a look of annoyance □ / 
found it difficult to hide my annoyance. 

annoyed [s'nsid] adj to be annoyed to be 
slightly angry and impatient □ Ian felt very an¬ 
noyed at the way he had been treated. □ I'm real¬ 
ly annoyed with him for coming so late. 

annoying [a'nonri] adj [person, habit, behavior] 

that makes one feel annoyance, 

annual ['aenjusl] o adj -1. [event, vacation] that 
happens every year □ We're holding our annual 
conference in Helsinki. -2. [income, increase] 

that is calculated over a year □ annual profits 
of $3 billion □ annual rainfall, o tt -1. a plant 
that lives for one year. -2. a book or maga¬ 
zine that is published once a year, 

annually ['aenjusli] adv [meet, happen] once a 

year. 

annual meeting us, annual general meet¬ 
ing GB n an annual meeting of all the impor¬ 
tant members of a company or society at 

which a report of the year’s business is pre¬ 
sented. 

annual report n the report of a company’s 
financial position sent to all shareholders 
once a year. 

annuity [a'niuiati] (pi annuities) n a fixed sum 
of money paid to somebody each year over 
a period of time as part of an insurance or 
investment policy. 

annul [a'nAl] (pt & pp annulled, corn annulling) 
vt law to state that <a marriage, agreement, 

contract> etc no longer legally exists, 

annulment [a'nAlmsnt] n: see annul □ The cou¬ 
ple were granted an annulment by the Pope. 

annum ['aenam] n per annum each year □ He's 
paid $22,000 per annum. 

Annunciation [s.nAnsi'eiJn] n the Annunciation 
in the Christian religion, the occasion de¬ 
scribed in the Bible when an angel called 
Gabriel appears to tell Mary that she will 
give birth to Jesus Christ, 

anode ['aenood] n the positive part of an elec¬ 
tric cell. 

anoint [a'noint] vt to put oil on <a person’s 
head> as part of a religious ceremony, 

anomalous [s'nnmsbs] adj [result, position] that 
seems different from what is usual (formal 
use). 

anomaly [a'nDmsli] (pi anomalies) n something 

or somebody that is anomalous (formal use) □ 
Several serious anomalies were found in the con¬ 
tract. 

anon, abbr of anonymous. 

anonymity [.aens'nimsti] n: see anonymous □ 
We try to preserve the anonymity of the winners. 

anonymous [a'nDnimas] adj -1. [person] whose 
name is not known □ The author wishes to re¬ 
main anonymous. -2. [donation, phone call] for 
which the name of the person responsible is 
not known □ We've received a number of 
anonymous letters. -3. [hotel room, city] that has 
no special or interesting features, 

anonymously [s'nnnimasli] adv [write, donate] 

see anonymous. 

anorak ['aenoraek] n a short waterproof jacket, 
usually with a hood. 

anorexia [.aens'reksia] « anorexia (nervosa) a 
serious illness, usually affecting young wom¬ 
en, in which a person has an obsessive fear 
of becoming fat and refuses to eat. 

anorexic [.aena'reksik] o adj [person] who is 
suffering from anorexia nervosa, on a per¬ 
son suffering from anorexia nervosa, 

another [3'nAcbr] det & pron -1. have another 
drink have one more drink of the same kind 
as before □ Tina's another relative of mine. □ 
There's another train due in ten minutes. ■ she 
smoked one cigarette after another she 
smoked a lot of cigarettes without stopping 
□ Her three sons left home, one after another. 
-2. I'm looking for another job I’m looking for 
a different or new job n Let's try it another 
way. □ We can do that another time. -3. wait an¬ 
other ten minutes wait ten minutes more □ 
I'll give them another half hour, then I'm going. 
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Ansaphone™ [US 'aensafoun, GB 'a:nsa-] n = an¬ 
swering machine. 

ANSI [’aensi] (abbr of American National Stand¬ 
ards Institute) n a US organization that sets 
the standards for the design and perfor¬ 
mance of technical equipment. 

answer [US 'asnsr, GB 'cunsa] o n -1. the words 
that one says or writes, or the actions that 
one does as a result of somebody asking a 
question, sending a letter, making a request 
etc □ He rang the bell but there was no answer. 
□ I've been waiting for an answer to my letter. □ 
She won't take "no" for an answer. □ In answer 
to your question, no, we do not approve of such 
tactics. -2. [to a problem] a solution or way of 
dealing with a problem □ The only answer is 
to recruit more staff. □ There's no easy answer to 
the problem. -3. [in an exam] the words that 
one says or writes as a result of being asked 
a question in an exam or test □ / got the 
wrong answer. □ What's the answer to number 
15? 

o vt -1. to give an answer to <a question>; 
to write in answer to <a letter or advertise¬ 
ment □ He answered me with a smile. □ / an¬ 
swered her letter immediately. □ She got the job 
by answering an advertisement in the paper. 
-2. to answer the door to open the door 
when somebody knocks or rings □ Don't an¬ 
swer the door to anyone. ■ to answer the phone 
to pick up the phone when it rings □ Will you 
answer that? I'm busy. 

o vi -1. to answer a question, letter, or ad¬ 
vertisement □ He asked her again, but she 
didn't answer. □ / wrote, but they never an¬ 
swered. -2. to answer the door or telephone 
□ / tried phoning, but nobody answered. 

♦ answer back o vt sep to answer sb back to 
answer sb older or more senior in a rude 
way □ Don't answer me back when I tell you to 
do something! o vi: Don't answer back, it's rude. 

♦ answer for vt fus -1. to answer for sb to say 
that sb can be relied on to do something o / 
can answer for her ability to do the job. -2. to an¬ 
swer for sthg to explain why sthg bad has 
happened and suffer for it if necessary □ 
He'll have to answer for his behavior to me. □ 
Tina's got a lot to answer for. 

answerable [US 'aensarabl, GB 'a:ns-] adj to be 
answerable to sb/sthg [to a superior, organiza¬ 
tion] to have to explain one’s actions to sb/ 
sthg □ Their organization is answerable. to the 
Civil Aviation Authority, m to be answerable for 
sthg [for one's actions, behavior] to be respon¬ 
sible for sthg □ / am not answerable for the be¬ 
havior of my employees. 

answering machine [us 'aensarig-, gb 'a:ns ] n 
a machine connected to one’s telephone 
that records messages from people who 
telephone while one is out. 

answerphone [US 'asinsafoun, GB ’a:nsa-] n GB 

= answering machine. 

ant [aent] « a small insect, often black or 
brown, that lives in large groups and is 
thought of as hard-working. 

antacid [,aent’aessd] n a substance used to re¬ 
duce the amount of acid in one’s stomach. 

antagonism [asn'taeganizm] n open and strong 
opposition or hostility □ There is considerable 
antagonism toward the new tax/between ethnic 
groups. 

antagonist [aen'taeganast] n a person who is 
against another person in a contest or fight, 

antagonistic [aen,tasga'nistik] adj [person, behav¬ 

ior, speech] that shows antagonism □ He is ex¬ 
tremely antagonistic toward his colleagues. 

antagonize, -ise [aen'taeganaiz] vt to make 
<sb> feel antagonism toward oneself □ You'll 
only antagonize them if you keep pestering them 
like that. 

Antarctic [aen'ta:rktik]: the Antarctic (Ocean) 
the sea between the Antarctic Circle and 
Antarctica. 

Antarctica [aent'a:rktika] the continent around 
the South Pole. It is covered with ice and 
uninhabited except for scientific research 
stations. 

Antarctic Circle: the Antarctic Circle an imagi¬ 
nary circle around the Antarctic region, par¬ 
allel to the equator at latitude 66° 32’ S. 

ante ['aenti] « to up or raise the ante to make 
the amount of money involved in a bet or 
deal higher (informal use), 

anteater ['aenti:t3r] n an animal with a long 
nose that eats ants. 

antecedent [.aenta'sirdnt] n an event that hap¬ 
pens before another event and is similar to, 
or related to it (formal use), 

antelope ['aentaloup] (pi antelope or antelopes) 
« a graceful animal with long legs and horns 
that is able to run very fast and lives in Afri¬ 
ca or Asia. 

antenatal [.aenti'neitl] adj [care, check-up, exer¬ 

cise] for women who are expecting a baby, 

antenatal clinic n a clinic for women who 
are expecting a baby. 

antenna [aen'tena] (j?l sense 1 antennae [-ni:], pi 
sense 2 antennas) n -1. one of the two long 
thin parts attached to the head of an insect, 
lobster etc that are used for feeling and 
touching. -2. US a metal rod for receiving 
television or radio signals, usually attached 
to a building, car, or TV set. 

anteroom ['aentmnm] n a small room that 
leads to a larger room and is often used as a 
waiting room. 

anthem ['aenGam] n -1. a song sung by a choir 
as part of a church service. -2. a song that 
praises or celebrates something □ a national 
anthem. 

anthill ['aenthil] n a mound of earth in which 
ants live. 

anthology [aen'0t>lad3i] {pi anthologies) n a col¬ 
lection of poems, short stories, plays etc by 
different writers. 

Anthony ['aentani], Susan B. (1820-1906) a US 
feminist who campaigned for the right of 
women to have the vote and equal pay. 

anthrax ['aenGraks] n a serious infectious dis¬ 
ease that affects catde and sheep and some¬ 
times humans, causing them to have a fever 
and a swollen throat. 
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anthropologist [,aen0r3'pr>l3d33st] « an expert 
in anthropology. 

anthropology [,Een0r3'pnbd3i] k the study of 
human society, its origins, beliefs, and cul¬ 
ture. 

anti- ['aenti] prefix -1. added to a word to 
mean opposed to □ anti-smoking. -2. added to 
a word to mean preventing □ anti-theft. 

antiaircraft [US .amti'esrkraft, GB -'eskraift] adj 
an antiaircraft gun/missile a gun/missile that 
is designed to destroy enemy aircraft, 

antiballistic missile [.aentibslistik-] n a missile 
that is designed to destroy ballistic missiles. 

\ antibiotic [.asntibai'Dtik] n a substance such as 
penicillin that is used in medicine to kill or 
stop the growth of bacteria □ a course of anti¬ 
biotics. 

antibody ['aentibDdi] {pi antibodies) n a sub¬ 
stance produced in the blood of a human or 
animal body that fights disease, 

anticipate [am'tisspeit] vf -1. [event, problem] to 
expect and be prepared for <sthg> □ We an¬ 
ticipate a fall in share prices. □ She hadn't antici¬ 
pated having to go abroadAhat she would have to 
go abroad. □ We eagerly anticipate your reply. 
-2. [competitor, rival] to do something before 
<sb else> does it □ They anticipated the com¬ 
petition by launching their product first. 

anticipation [aen.tiss'peifn] n -1. a feeling of 
excitement about something that is going to 
happen soon □ There was much anticipation 
surrounding the announcement. -2. phrases • 
thanking you in anticipation a formula used 
at the end of a letter to thank somebody for 
doing something before they have done it. ■ 
in anticipation of sthg because one expects 
sthg to happen □ They raised their prices in an¬ 
ticipation of an increase in inflation. 

anticlimax [aenti'klaimaeks] n something that is 
disappointing because it comes after some¬ 
thing more interesting or exciting; some¬ 
thing that is not as interesting or exciting as 
expected □ It was a terrible anticlimax coming 
home. □ The movie was something of an anticli¬ 
max. 

anticlockwise [.senti'klrikwaiz] GB o adj [direc¬ 

tion, movement] that is in the opposite direc¬ 
tion to the movement of the hands of a 
clock, o adv: Turn the wheel anticlockwise. 
NOTE: Compare clockwise, counterclockwise, 

antics f'sentiks] npl behavior that is considered 
foolish, ridiculous, or funny □ Jerry found the 
clown's antics hilarious. 

anticyclone [,aenti'saikloon] « an area of high 
pressure that causes calm weather, 

antidepressant [,aentidi'presnt] « a type of 
drug used to help people suffering from de¬ 
pression. 

antidote [’aentidout] n -1. a substance that 
stops or controls the effects of a poison □ 
There is no known antidote to this toxin. -2. 
something that helps to change or improve 
a difficult or unpleasant situation □ There is 
no immediate antidote to stress. 

antifreeze ['aentifriiz] n a substance that is put 

in a car radiator to prevent the water from 
freezing in winter. 

antihero ['aentihisrou] (pi antiheroes) n a main 
character in a book, movie etc who does 
not behave in the way a hero is usually ex¬ 
pected to behave. 

antihistamine [.aenti'histamim] n a drug used 
to treat allergies, insect bites, colds etc. 

antinuclear [laenti'nju:kli3r] adj an antinuclear 
demonstration/policy a demonstration/policy 
that is against nuclear power or weapons, 

antipathy [aen'tipo0i] n a strong dislike □ There 
is a growing sense of antipathy between them. □ 
His antipathy toward or to the peace movement 
is well-known. 

antipersonnel [,<entip3:rs3'nel] adj an antiper¬ 
sonnel bomb/mine a bomb/mine that is de¬ 
signed to injure people rather than destroy 
buildings or equipment, 

antiperspirant [,aenti'p3:rsp3r3nt] « a substance 
that is put on the skin, especially under the 
arms, to help stop sweating. 

Antipodean [aen.tips'diisn] n & adj: see Antipo¬ 
des. 

Antipodes [aen'tipsdiiz]: the Antipodes Aus¬ 
tralia and New Zealand (formal or humorous 
use). 

antiquarian [.aenti'kwesrisn] o adj that deals 
in antiques or rare books □ an antiquarian 
bookshop. On a person who studies, collects, 
or deals in antiques. 

antiquated ['aentikweitsd] adj [machine, law, 

method] that seems old-fashioned and out- 
of-date. 

antique [aen'tirk] o adj [furniture, object] that is 
very old, rare, and often valuable, o « an 
antique object. 

antique dealer « a person who buys and 
sells antiques. 

antique shop n a shop that sells antiques, 

antiquity [ren'tikwati] (pi antiquities) n -1. the 
distant past, especially the time before the 
end of the Roman Empire □ one of the most 
famous rulers of antiquity. -2. an object, build¬ 
ing etc that has survived from the distant 
past □ a museum of antiquities. 

anti-Semitic [-sa'mitik] adj [person, attitude] 

that shows a strong and unreasonable dis¬ 
like of Jewish people. 

anti-Semitism [-’semstizm] « anti-Semitic be¬ 
liefs or attitudes. 

antiseptic [.aenti'septik] o « a substance that 
destroys harmful bacteria and is put on cuts, 
wounds etc to prevent disease or infection, 
o adj: antiseptic cream/ointment. 

antisocial [.aentTsouJl] adj -1. [habit, behavior] 

that annoys or upsets other people □ It's very 
antisocial to smoke during a meal. -2. [person] 

who does not like being with other people □ 
I'm not being antisocial, but I'd rather stay at 
home. -3. [job, working hours] that makes a 
normal social life difficult □ Staff are paid ex¬ 
tra for working antisocial hours. 

antistatic [.aenti'staetik] adj [device, substance, 
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material] that is designed to prevent static 
electricity from gathering on a surface, 

antitank [.aenti'tseijk] adj an antitank weapon/ 
missile a weapon/missile that is designed to 
destroy tanks. 

antithesis [asn'tiGasis] {pi antitheses f-ssiiz]) n 
the exact opposite □ He's the complete antith¬ 
esis of the average stockbroker. 

antitrust laws [,aenti'trAst-] npl in the USA, a 
set of laws that aim to prevent large compa¬ 
nies from controlling all of the market for 
their products or services, 

antlers ['aBntl3rz] npl the pair of horns on a 
male deer’s head. 

antonym ['asntsmm] n a word or phrase that 
has the opposite meaning to another word 
or phrase □ "Hard" is the antonym of "soft". 
NOTE: Compare synonym, 

anus ['einas] n the opening in the lower part 
of the body through which waste leaves the 
bowels. 

anvil ['senvsl] « a solid iron block on which 

metal is hammered into shape, 

anxiety [asrj'zaisti] (pi anxieties) n -1. a feeling 

of concern or worry, usually caused by the 

fear that something bad might happen □ It's 
a source of constant anxiety to him. □ an anxiety 
attack. -2. a cause or source of anxiety □ Her 
son is a great anxiety to her. -3. an eager desire 

to do something □ In her anxiety to please, she 
asked them to stay for dinner. 

anxious ['aerjkfas] adj -1. (person, look, smile] 

that is filled with anxiety □ She's very anxious 
about losing her job. -2. [moment, time] that 

causes anxiety □ / had an anxious week waiting 
for the results. -3. to be anxious that... to want 

a particular thing to happen very much □ He 
was anxious that they should fully understand 
what was involved, m to be anxious to do sthg 
to want to do sthg very much □ She was too 
anxious to please. 

anxiously ['sgkfssli] adv [look, say] with anxi¬ 
ety. 

any ['em] o det -1. I don't have any friends/ 
money I have no friends/money (used in 
negative sentences) □ He never does any work. 
□ / changed the battery but it didn't do any good. 
-2. do you have any witnesses/proof? do you 
have some witnesses/proof? (used in ques¬ 
tions, and clauses starting with “if” or 
“whether”) □ Are there any sandwiches left? □ 
She asked me whether any letters/mail had ar¬ 
rived. □ If you had any sense, you'd say no. 
-3. you can choose any number you like it is 
not important which number you choose □ 
If you have any other books by her, please let me 
know. □ Call me any time. 

o pron -1. I don't have any I have none (used 
in negative sentences) □ / didn't know any of 
the guests/poetry. □ She had lots of friends/ 
money and I didn't have any. -2. do you have 
any? do you have some? (used in questions, 
and clauses beginning with “if” or “wheth¬ 
er”) □ Did any of them offer to help? □ If you find 
any, let me know. ■ if any and perhaps none □ 
Few foreign films, if any, are successful in Ameri¬ 
ca. m take any you like it is not important 

which you take □ Any of our staff will be able 
to tell you. 
o adv -1. used for emphasis in negative sen¬ 
tences □ / can't stand it any longer. -2. used for 
emphasis in questions, and clauses starting 
with “if” or “whether” □ Do you want any 
more potatoes? □ Tell me if this looks any better. 

anybody ['embDdi] pron -1. I didn't see any¬ 
body I saw no person (used in negative sen¬ 
tences) □ There wasn't anybody else there when 
I arrived. □ Don't tell anybody. -2. can anybody 
help me? can any person help me? (used in 
questions, and clauses starting with “if” or 
“whether”) □ Would anybody else like a drink? □ 
If anybody asks for me, tell them I'm busy. 
-3. anybody can learn French most people 
can learn French. 

anyhow ['emhau] adv -1. in a careless or unti¬ 
dy way □ She threw her things down just any¬ 
how. -2. = anyway. 

anymore [,eni'mo:r] adv us not...anymore no 
longer □ They are not clients of ours anymore. □ 
I've lent her money in the past. Not anymore! 

anyone ['eniwAn] pron = anybody. 

anyplace ['enipleis] adv US = anywhere (infor¬ 
mal use). 

anything [’eniGirj] pron -1. I don't want any¬ 
thing I want nothing (used in negative sen¬ 
tences) □ You can't believe anything he says. 
-2. do you have anything to say? is there 
something you want to say? (used in ques¬ 
tions, and clauses starting with “if” or 
“whether”) □ Is there anything to eat? □ If any¬ 
thing happens, call me immediately. -3. take any¬ 
thing you want take whatever you want □ I'll 
do anything you ask. 

♦ anything but adv exactly the opposite □ He 
wasn't very friendly — anything but. 

anyway [’emwei] adv -1. used when explain¬ 
ing why a previous statement is not impor¬ 
tant □ / was very tired, but I went along anyway. 
□ Don't worry about losing that: it didn't work 
anyway. -2. used to limit a statement to what 
is definitely true □ It's all done now, well, most 
of it, anyway. -3. used to show that you want 
to change the subject of a conversation or to 
return to a previous subject □ Anyway, at least 
you're OK now. □ Anyway, there I was at the sta¬ 
tion... -4. used to show that you want to end 
a conversation □ Anyway, I have to go now. 

anywhere ['emwes'] adv -1. I haven't seen it 
anywhere I haven’t seen it in any place 
(used in negative sentences) □ We haven't 
been anywhere exciting for years. -2. have you 
seen my keys anywhere? have you seen my 
keys in any place? (used in questions, and 
clauses starting with “if” or “whether”) □ Did 
you go anywhere yesterday? • sit anywhere you 
like sit in any place you like. -3. anywhere 
between one and ten or from one to ten some 
number between one and ten. 

Anzac [’aenzask] {abbr of Australia-New Zealand 
Army Corps) n a soldier from Australia or 

New Zealand during World War I. 

Anzac Day « a public holiday in Australia 

and New Zealand on April 25 in memory of 

the Anzacs' landing in Gallipoli in 1915. 
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H ANZAC DAY 

April 25, 1915 was the date in World War I 

when the Anzacs landed at Gallipoli in Tur¬ 

key. Although they failed to capture the 

area for the Allies, they fought bravely, and 

over 8,000 of them were killed. This was 

the first international event that gave Aus¬ 

tralians a sense of national identity, and the 

memory of it still makes Australians feel 

proud and patriotic. 

AOB, a.o.b. (abbr of any other business) n GB 

anything that needs to be discussed at a 

meeting that is not written in the list of 

subjects to be discussed. 

Apache [a'paetJi] « a member of a Native 

American people who live mainly in the 

southwestern USA; the language of this 

people. 

apart b'pa:rt] adv -1. to be apart to be some 

distance away from sb/sthg and separated 

from them □ The houses were only a few yards 
apart (from each other). □ She and her husband 
are now living apart. ■ a week apart with a 

week between □ The weddings took place a 
couple of months apart. -2. to come apart to 

break into several pieces □ The clock came 
apart in my hands. □ Our marriage is falling apart, 
m to take sthg apart to undo the parts of sthg 

carefully so that it is in pieces. -3. joking 
apart if we stop joking now and consider 

the matter seriously □ Joking apart, you must 
get a decent haircut. 

♦ apart from prep -1. everyone agreed, apart 
from Bob Bob was the only person who did 

not agree □ Apart from that, everything's fine! 
-2. apart from sports, I like reading as well as 

sports, I like reading □ Quite apart from the 
fact that it's expensive, it's the wrong size. 

apartheid [a'pa:rteit] ti until 1994, the official 

government policy in South Africa that kept 

people of different races separate in order to 

favor white people. 

apartment [a'paitmant] « -l. a place to live 

that consists of a set of rooms inside a larg¬ 

er building and includes a kitchen, a bath¬ 

room, and bedrooms □ an apartment block. 
-2. a large and usually grand room inside an 

important building □ the royal apartments. 

apartment building n a large building that 

contains a lot of apartments. 

apathetic [.reps'Oetik] adj [person, attitude] that 

shows little interest or enthusiasm. 

apathy faepaGi] n lack of interest or enthusi¬ 

asm □ The election result reflected voters' apa¬ 
thy. □ It was hard to shake him out of his apathy. 

APB (abbr of all points bulletin) n US a police 
radio message that is broadcast to all the 
police in an area, and usually concerns a 

wanted person. 
ape [eip] On a large animal similar to a mon¬ 

key, such as a gorilla or chimpanzee, o vt 
[person, behavior] to imitate <sb/sthg>, espe¬ 

cially in an unsuccessful or ridiculous way □ 
Daniel is always aping his older brothers. 

APEC ['eipek] (abbr of Asia-Pacific Economic Co¬ 

operation) n an organization whose mem¬ 
bers include the countries of East and 
Southeast Asia, the USA, and Canada. It 
was set up to encourage economic links in 
the Pacific region and aims to establish a 
free-trade area by 2020. 

aperitif [apera'tiif] « an alcoholic drink that is 
drunk before a meal. 

aperture ['sep3rtjar] n -1. a small narrow hole 
or opening (formal use). -2. photography the 
opening in a camera or telescope through 
which light passes. 

apex ['eipeks] (pi apexes or apices) n -1. math 
the top point of a triangle, pyramid etc. 
-2. the most successful part of something, 
e.g. somebody’s career. 

APEX [’eipeks] (abbr of advance purchase ex¬ 
cursion) n GB a reduced-price airline or rail 
fare that has to be bought a certain number 
of days before one travels □ / got an APEX 
(ticket) to New York for £W0. 

aphid ['eifad] n a small insect that feeds off 
the juice of plants. 

aphorism ['aefarizm] n a short statement that 
expresses a generally accepted idea in an 
amusing way. 

aphrodisiac [,aefra'diziaek] n a food, drug etc 
that makes somebody sexually excited, 

apices ['eipisfiz] plural of apex, 

apiece [a'piis] adv each □ They cost $10 apiece. 

aplomb [s'plDm] n to do sthg with aplomb to 
do sthg well in a relaxed and confident way, 
especially in difficult circumstances □ She de¬ 
livered the talk with great alomb. 

APO n abbr of Army Post Office, 

apocalypse [a'pnkalips] n an event of great 
violence or destruction; the end of the 
world. 

apocalyptic [a.poks'liptik] adj [vision, warning] 

that is concerned with future violence or de¬ 
struction. 

apogee ['aepod3i:] « [of somebody's career, suc¬ 

cess] the highest point (formal use), 

apolitical [.eipa’litikl] adj [person] who is not 
interested in politics; [stance, attitude] that 
does not favor any political party, 

apologetic [3,pDta'd3etik] adj [letter, tone) that 
expresses regret for something that has been 
done, said etc □ He was very apologetic about 

the noise. 
apologetically [3,pDb'd3etikli] adv [smile, an¬ 

swer] see apologetic □ "I hope I'm not boring 
you," he said apologetically. 

apologize, -ise [a'pobdsaiz] vi to say that one 
is sorry for something that has been done, 
said etc □ He never apologized for his behavior. 
□ / must apologize to you for the other evening. 

apology [3'pDbd3i] (pi apologies) n a state¬ 
ment that expresses regret for something 
that has been done, said etc □ Please accept 
our apologies for any inconvenience caused. □ / 
owe you an apology. □ a letter of apology. 

apoplectic fiaepa'plektik] ad) [person] who is 
very angry (informal use) □ Matthew was apo¬ 
plectic with rage when he found out. 
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apoplexy ['aepspleksi] n a stroke (old-fashioned 

use). 

apostle [a'pDsl] « one of the 12 followers of 
Christ chosen to spread his message, 

apostrophe [a'pDstrafi] « a symbol (’) used to 
indicate that one or more letters or numbers 
is missing in a word or series of numbers; 
this symbol when used to form the posses¬ 
sive in English, 

appal Vt GB — dppsll. 

Appalachian [.aspa'leitjisn]: the Appalachians, 
the Appalachian Mountains a mountain range 
in eastern North America, highest point: 
2,037 m. 

appall us, appal GB [a'poil] (yt & yy appalled, 
cont appalling) vt to make <sb> very shocked 
and disgusted □ Their lack of sensitivity appalled 
me. 

appalled [a'podd] adj [person, silence] that feels 
or shows shock and disgust □ Everybody was 
appalled at the way things were hushed up. 

appalling [s'podirj] adj -1. [cruelty, conditions, 

waste] that one finds shocking and wrong □ 
What an appalling thing to say! -2. [movie, joke, 

taste] that is very bad □ He's an appalling judge 
of character. 

appallingly [s'porlrrjli] adv -1. appallingly slow/ 
late etc very slow/late etc □ The service was 
appallingly slow. -2. [behave, perform, sing] very 
badly. 

apparatus [US .asps'raetss, GB -'reitas] (yl appa¬ 
ratus or apparatuses) w -1. [for an activity] a set 
of equipment, instruments, tools etc used 
for a particular purpose □ breathing apparatus 
□ a piece of apparatus. -2. [of an organization] 
the complex structure of an organization □ 
the apparatus of government. 

apparel [US s'perl, GB a'paerl] n clothing o 

'Ladies'apparel, 4th floor.' 

apparent [US s'perant, GB -'paer-] adj -1. to be/ 
become apparent to be/become obvious □ It 
soon became apparent that no further progress 
would be made. ■ for no apparent reason for a 
reason that is not obvious □ They left for no 
apparent reason. -2. [interest, success, improve¬ 
ment] that seems to exist □ He showed an ap¬ 
parent lack of concern for their feelings. 

apparently [us a'persntli, gb -'paer-] adv -1. 
apparently,... a word used to introduce infor¬ 
mation that one has heard but is not certain 
about □ Apparently, Sandy and Clive have split 
up. □ / couldn't go to the meeting but apparently 
it was quite exciting. □ “Has he been invited?''— 
"Apparently not." -2. apparently well/happy 
etc seeming to be well/happy etc, but not 
necessarily so □ Although apparently in control, 
she was finding the pressure hard to deal with. 

apparition [.aepa'nfn] n a ghost (formal use), 

appeal [a'piil] o vi -1. to appeal for sthg [for 

help, food, understanding] to make a serious or 
urgent request for sthg □ The police are appeal¬ 
ing for witnesses. □ They appealed to the public 
for assistance. -2. law to ask a court to 
change a decision, sentence etc □ They're go¬ 
ing to appeal against the verdict. -3. [idea, sug¬ 

gestion, person] to be attractive or interesting 

□ This type of humor doesn't really appeal to me. 
□ The band is hoping to appeal to a wider audi¬ 
ence. 
o vt US law to ask a court to change <a de- 
cision> □ / intend to appeal the sentence, 
o n -1. [for help, money, support] a serious or 
urgent request □ She made or launched an ap¬ 
peal on behalf of the victims. -2. law a formal 
request to a court asking for a decision, sen¬ 
tence etc to be changed □ Their appeal for a re¬ 
trial was rejected. -3. [for somebody] the char¬ 
acteristic of an idea, suggestion, person etc 
that makes them attractive or interesting □ 
Traveling has lost its appeal for me. 

♦ appeal to vt fus to appeal to sb to use rea¬ 
sons or arguments that are intended to 
make <sb’s sense of honor, common sense> 
etc influence their behavior or thinking □ 
They appealed to his sense of decency. 

Appeal Court n = Court of Appeal, 

appealing [a'piilirj] adj [idea, person] attractive 

or interesting □ / don't find the thought of two 
weeks in a tent particularly appealing. 

appear [3'pi3r] vi -1. [person, animal, object] to 

become visible; to arrive, especially sudden¬ 

ly and unexpectedly □ He appeared in the 
doorway. -2. [book, article] to be published; 

[product] to become available □ The novel has 
just appeared in paperback. □ Their new range ap¬ 
peared last year. -3. to appear (to be) normal/ 
finished etc to give the impression of being 

normal/finished etc □ She appeared (to be) 
quite happy with the results. □ There appears to 
have been a misunderstanding. □ These reports 
appear to contradict each other. • it appears 
(that)..., it would appear (that)... a phrase used 

to introduce information that one has heard 

but is not certain about □ It now appears that 
the operation may not be necessary after all. □ It 
would appear that our offer has been rejected. 
-4. theater & cinema [actor] to perform in a 

play, movie etc □ Her husband is currently ap¬ 
pearing in a musical. -5. to appear before or at 
sthg [before a court, hearing, enquiry] to go to 

sthg as a witness or as somebody who is ac¬ 

cused of doing something wrong □ He will 
have to appear before a military tribunal. □ Wes¬ 
ton is due to appear in court next Monday. 

appearance [s'pisrsns] n -l. [of a person, of 

something new] see appear □ The appearance of 
our new range of products has caused a lot of ex¬ 
citement. □ Tenants were alarmed at the appear¬ 
ance of cracks in the outside wall, m to make an 
appearance to appear in public, usually at an 

organized event □ The President made a per¬ 
sonal appearance. ■ to put in an appearance to 

go to a party, meeting etc but only stay for 

a short time. -2. [of a person, thing] the way a 

person, place, or thing looks to other people 

□ We need to improve the appearance of our 
upmarket range. □ Scott worries too much about 
his appearance. □ She certainly doesn't give the 
appearance of being stressed, m to keep up ap¬ 
pearances to continue to live or behave in a 

way that other people expect in order to 

hide the fact that one’s situation has be¬ 

come worse. -3. [of an actor] see appear □ This 
was his first appearance on Australian television. 
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♦ by all appearances, to all appearances 
adv a phrase used to introduce information 

that seems to be true, based on what can be 

seen or on what one knows □ By all appear¬ 
ances, they're pleased with the results. 

appease [a'piiz] vf to make <sb> calm by giv¬ 

ing them what they want □ It is unlikely that 
the Opposition will be appeased by what is es¬ 
sentially a compromise. 

appeasement [s'piizmsnt] n -1. [of person] see 
appease. -2. politics the act or policy of giv¬ 

ing one’s enemies what they want in order 

to avoid a dispute, war etc □ He was con¬ 
vinced appeasement would never work. 

append [a'pend] vt [note, signature, glossary] to 

add <sthg> to the end of a piece of writing 

(formal use) □ / have appended a short bibliogra¬ 
phy to the article. 

appendage [a'pendidg] n something that is 

added on or joined to something more im¬ 

portant. 

appendices [a'pendisiiz] plural of appendix, 

appendicitis [s.penda'saitas] « a medical con¬ 

dition in which the appendix becomes in¬ 

fected and usually has to be removed, 

appendix [a'pendiks] (pi appendixes or appen¬ 
dices) n -1. medicine a small part of the bow¬ 

el that has little or no use. ■ to have one's 
appendix out or removed to have one’s ap¬ 

pendix removed by an operation. -2. [of a 

book] additional information shown at the 

end of a book, after the main text □ All tables 
are contained in an appendix. 

appertain [,asp3r'tein] vi to appertain to sb/sthg 
to be connected with sb/sthg (formal use) □ 
matters appertaining to public health. 

appetite ['aepatait] « -1. [for food] a desire for 

food □ I've lost my appetite. □ a healthy appetite 
□ That walk has really given me an appetite. 
-2. [for life, an activity] enthusiasm that some¬ 

body has for a particular subject, activity etc 

□ He's lost his appetite for politics. 

appetizer, -iser [’aep3taizar] n something that 

one eats or drinks before the main part of a 

meal. 

appetizing, -ising ['aepataizirj] adj [food, smell] 

that increases one’s appetite □ That fish 
doesn't look very appetizing to me. 

applaud [a'ptoid] o vf -1. [actor, play, speech] to 

show approval of <sb/sthg> by clapping 

one’s hands □ The audience warmly applauded 
his performance. -2. [decision, action] to ap¬ 

prove of <sthg> very much □ Their recom¬ 
mendations have been applauded by observers on 
both sides, o vi: The audience applauded enthu¬ 

siastically. 
applause [a'pbiz] n -1. theater [for a performer, 

performance] a sign of approval made by an 

audience clapping their hands □ The speaker 
was greeted with enthusiastic applause. -2. [for 

an idea, action] praise given to an idea, deci¬ 

sion, action etc □ His suggestions received gen¬ 
eral applause from his colleagues. 

apple f'aepl] n -1. a hard round fruit that has 

green, red, or yellow skin and a white juicy 

part inside that can be eaten raw or cooked 

□ apple juice. -2. phrase to be the apple of sb's 
eye to be the person that sb loves very 
much and is especially proud of. 

apple pie n a sweet pie made with apples. ■ 
as American as apple pie typically American, 

apple tree n a tree that produces apples, 

appliance [a'plaians] n a machine or device 
that is usually used in the home and is pow¬ 
ered by gas or electricity, e.g. a washing ma¬ 
chine. 

applicable [a'phkabl] adj [rule, question] that is 
of interest, importance etc to a particular 
person, situation etc □ 'Delete where not appli¬ 
cable. ' □ This rule is only applicable to members. 

applicant ['aeplikant] n a person who applies 
for membership, a job, a grant etc. 

application [.aepli'keij'n] « -1. [for membership, a 
job, grant] a formal request for something, 
usually in writing, that is made to an or¬ 
ganization, institution etc □ Her application 
was turned down. □ We have received over 2,000 
applications for the job. -2. [of a device, machine] 
a practical use □ The machine has various appli¬ 
cations. -3. [of a person] hard work and con¬ 
centration □ The task requires a certain amount 
of application. -4. computing an application 
(package) a computer program that is writ¬ 
ten to carry out a specific task, e.g. word 
processing. -5. [of knowledge, skill, a lotion] see 
apply □ I'm not convinced this research will have 
any practical application. □ 'For external applica¬ 
tion only.' 

application form « a form used for making 
an application for something such as a job. 

applicator ['aeplikeit3r] n an object that is used 
for applying lotion, paint, glue etc. 

applied [a'plaid] adj [art, linguistics, science] that 
is used for a practical purpose, 

applique [US .aepb'kei, GB s'pliikei] « a type of 
decorative needlework that consists of 
pieces of material sewn or stuck onto a larg¬ 
er piece □ designer jeans with appliques on 

them. 

apply [a'plai] (j?t & p>p> applied) o vt -1. 
[knowledge, skill, rule] to use <sthg> in a par¬ 
ticular situation □ Sadly, Tony never applied the 
principle to his own life. ■ to apply oneself or 

one's mind to work hard □ Ben must learn to 
apply himself in class. -2. [lotion, paint, glue] to 
spread <a substance> on the surface of 
something o Apply the ointment to the infected 
area. -3. auto to operate <a brake> □ 'Apply 
handbrake and leave car in gear.' -4. [pressure, 
force, heat] to use <sthg> to change some¬ 
thing else. 
o vi -1. [person] to make a formal request, 
usually in writing, for membership, a job, 
grant etc □ / didn't actually apply for this post. □ 
She applied to the Julliard School for a scholar¬ 
ship. -2. [rule, question] to be of interest, im¬ 
portance etc to a particular person or situa¬ 
tion □ None of what I said applies to you. □ Do 
these conditions still apply? 

appoint [a'point] vt -1. [applicant] to choose 
<sb> for a job, position etc □ She was ap¬ 
pointed to the post of director. □ He has been ap- 
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pointed as head of finance. -2. to appoint a 
time/place to decide when/where something 
will happen (formal use) □ We met on the ap¬ 
pointed day. 

appointment [a'pointmant] n -1. [of an appli¬ 

cant) see appoint □ Crane's appointment to the 
post comes as a surprise to everybody. ■ 'by ap¬ 
pointment to Her Majesty the Queen' a phrase 
used on labels, packaging etc by companies 
who supply products to the British Royal 
Family. -2. [in a company! a job or position; a 
person chosen for a particular job or posi¬ 
tion □ This top-level appointment carries a com¬ 
petitive salary. □ the appointments page in the 
newspaper. -3. [with one's doctor, client, lawyer] 

an arranged meeting □ a doctor's/dentist's ap¬ 
pointment □ Do you have an appointment? □ I'd 
like to make an appointment with Mr White, 
please. □ He sees clients by appointment only. 

Appomattox faepa'mastaks] a town in Virginia, 
USA, where on April 9 1865, Robert E. Lee 
surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant, ending the 
American Civil War. 

apportion [a'po^/n] vt [money, praise, blame] to 
divide <sthg> between a number of people 
in the way that one thinks is suitable □ The 
Committee will not seek to apportion blame. 

apposite ['aepazat] adj [comment, intervention] 

that comes at a suitable time (formal use), 

appraisal [a'preizl] « [of a person, situation] a 
statement, report, or interview in which 
somebody or something is appraised, 

appraise [a'preiz] vt [person, performance, situa¬ 

tion] to judge the quality, value, importance 
etc of <sb/sthg> (formal use), 

appreciable [a'pri-.Jabl] adj [amount, difference, 

increase] large enough to be clearly noticed, 

appreciably [a'priijabli] adv appreciably small¬ 
er/warmer smaller/warmer in a way that is 
easily noticed □ Sales have fallen appreciably. 

appreciate fo'prnjieit] o vt -1. [help, advice, co¬ 

operation] to be grateful for <sthg that is 
done or given by somebody else> □ / would 
appreciate a prompt reply. □ Thanks, I'd appreci¬ 
ate that. ■ I'd/we'd etc appreciate it if... a 
phrase used to introduce a request □ I'd ap¬ 
preciate it if you didn't repeat any of this. -2. 
[food, music, art] to understand and enjoy the 
qualities of <sthg> □ Richard appreciates good 
wine. -3. [problem, situation, difficulty] to under¬ 
stand the importance or nature of <sthg> □ 
Are you sure you appreciate the risks involved? □ 
/ appreciate your concern, but unfortunately 
there's nothing we can do at this stage, 

o vi [property, jewelry, currency] to increase in 
value over a period of time. 

appreciation [a.pruJYeiJ’n] n -1. [of somebody's 

help, advice, cooperation] a feeling of gratitude 
for something that somebody else has done 
or given □ Please accept this gift as a token of 
my appreciation. -2. [of food, music, art] the en¬ 
joyment of something whose qualities one 
understands □ They showed their appreciation 
by giving her a standing ovation. -3. [of a prob¬ 

lem, situation, difficulty] the ability to under¬ 
stand the importance or nature of some¬ 
thing □ We were impressed by his appreciation 

of the key issues. -4. [of property, jewelry, a cur¬ 

rency] an increase in value over a period of 
time □ an appreciation of 25%. -5. [of a novel, 

play] a discussion, often in writing, about the 
qualities of a novel, play, writer etc. 

appreciative [a'prnfativ] adj [audience, remark, 

gesture] that shows approval or gratitude □ 
They are always very appreciative of his cooking. 

apprehend [.aepri'hend] vt to arrest <a criminal 
or suspect> (formal use), 

apprehension [,£epri'henfn] « feelings of worry 
about a future event □ The prospect of a con¬ 
frontation filled him with apprehension. 

apprehensive [.aepri'hensiv] adj [person, expres¬ 

sion] that shows feelings of worry about a 
future event □ He was feeling rather apprehen¬ 
sive about the interview. 

apprehensively faepri'hensivli] adv [wait, enter, 

speak) see apprehensive □ "And what about 
me?" he asked apprehensively. 

apprentice [a'prentis] o k a person who is 
learning a trade or craft by working with 
somebody who is skilled in that trade or 
craft □ an electrician's apprentice □ an apprentice 
draughtsman, o vt to be apprenticed to sb to 
work as an apprentice for sb. 

apprenticeship [a'prentasjip] « the period of 
time spent working as an apprentice; the 
state of being an apprentice □ I served my ap¬ 
prenticeship as a carpenter. 

approach [a'proutf] o « -l. [to a place] a road 
or path that leads to a building, town etc □ 
All approaches to the city were flooded. -2. [in 

space] the act of moving nearer to an object 
or place □ Ladies and gentlemen, we are begin¬ 
ning our approach to Houston International Air¬ 
port. -3. [in time] the process of becoming 
closer in time □ the approach of spring. -4. [to a 

problem] a way of doing something □ Let's try 
a different approach. -5. [to a person] a request, 
offer, or suggestion made for the first time □ 
He's had an approach from a rival company. ■ to 
make approaches or an approach to speak to 
somebody in order to make a request, offer, 
suggestion etc for the first time □ We have 
made an approach to our suppliers, 

o vt -1. [city, building, border] to move nearer 
to <a person, place, or thing> □ We'll be ap¬ 
proaching Paris from the south. -2. [date, event] 

to move nearer in time □ He's approaching re¬ 
tirement. -3. [manager, company] to speak to 
<sb> about a job, deal etc for the first time 
□ I've been approached about a transfer. □ They 
approached her about giving a talk. -4. [problem, 

subject, issue] to decide to deal with <a situa- 
tion> in a particular way □ That's not the way 
to approach it. -5. [level, age, maturity] to al¬ 
most reach <a state or quality> □ He must be 
approaching 50 by now. □ The work doesn't even 
begin to approach our standards, 

o vt [person, vehicle, event] to move nearer. 

approachable [a'proutfabl] adj [person) who is 
easy to talk to. 

approaching [a'proutfir)] adj [person, vehicle, 

event] that is becoming closer in distance or 
time □ We looked for shelter from the approach¬ 
ing storm. □ the sound of an approaching train. 



47 aquarium 

approbation Laipra'beifn] n praise or approval 
(formal use). 

appropriate [adj a'proopriat, vb a'prouprieit] 
o adj [clothing, word, moment] that is suitable 
or correct for a particular occasion □ They 
took the appropriate steps. □ the level of contribu¬ 
tion appropriate for or to each country □ His re¬ 
marks were hardly appropriate for the occasion, 
o vt -1. law to take cmoney, funds> etc for 
one’s own use, especially illegally. -2. 
business to decide to use <money, funds> etc 
for a particular purpose □ $5 billion has been 
appropriated for the relief work. 

appropriately [a'proupnatli] adv [dress, behave] 
in a suitable or correct way □ The restaurant 
is appropriately named "Foodies". 

appropriation [a.proupri'eifn] n: see appropri¬ 
ate. 

approval [a'pruivl] n -1. [of a person, decision, 
action] a favorable opinion about somebody 
or something □ a gesture of approval □ The 
Senator's approval rating has slumped. ■ to meet 
with sb's approval to be accepted by sb as 
correct, good, or suitable □ Does the report 
meet with your approval? -2. [of a plan, proposal, 
agreement] official acceptance □ We're still 
waiting for the chairman's approval. ■ to buy 
sthg on approval [product, goods] to buy sthg 
and be able to return it without paying if it 
is not satisfactory. 

approve [a'pruiv] o vi to think that a person, 
decision, action etc is right, good, or suitable 
□ We're going ahead with the wedding even 
though my family doesn't approve. □ Her parents 
don't approve of her leaving college, o vt [plan, 

proposal] to officially accept <sthg> □ We'll 
have to get it approved by head office. □ a strat¬ 
egy approved by the authorities. 

approved [a'pruivd] adj [method, practice] that 
has become accepted by many people, 

approved school n GB = community home, 

approving [a'pruivir)] adj [look, comment, ges¬ 

ture] that shows support or agreement □ Ma 
gave us an approving wink. 

approx, abbr of approximately, 

approximate [adj a'proksimat, vb a'proksimeit] 
o adj [number, time, distance] that is almost 
exact, but not completely □ Could you give me 
an approximate idea of when you'll be arriving? 
o vi to approximate to sthg [to an amount, 

size] to be close to sthg, but not the same □ 
These figures approximate to our earlier esti¬ 

mates. 

approximately [a'proksrmatli] adv [calculate, 
draw, measure] in a way that is almost exact, 
but not completely a We're approximately half¬ 

way through the project. 

approximation [a.proksi'meijn] n [of a number, 
time, distance] an approximate calculation. 

Apr. abbr of April. 

APR (abbr of annual percentage rate) n the APR 
the interest rate payable by somebody bor¬ 
rowing money or buying something on 
credit. It includes the interest that is calcu¬ 
lated on the original sum, and on unpaid in¬ 
terest, fees, and charges. 

apres-ski [US ,a:prei-, GB ,aeprei-] n the enter¬ 
tainment at the end of a day of skiing in a 
resort □ apres-ski entertainment. 

apricot [’eiprikm] « -1. a small round fruit 
with soft juicy flesh and a yellow or orange 
furry skin □ apricot tart. -2. the color of apri¬ 
cots □ white with a hint of apricot. 

April [’eipral] « the fourth month of the year 
in the Western calendar; see also February. 

April Fools' Day n April 1, when it is tradi¬ 
tional to play tricks on people, who are then 
called April Fools. 

APRIL FOOLS’DAY 

On April Fools’ Day in Britain and Australia, 
it is traditional to play tricks on people 
to make them believe something that is not 
true, e.g. that the Prime Minister has just re¬ 
signed. Even the most serious newspapers 
and radio and television programs give false 
news stories on April 1. In the USA people 
also play practical jokes, such as secretly at¬ 
taching a sign to somebody’s back that says 
“Kick me”. 

apron ['eipran] n -1. cooking a piece of cloth¬ 
ing that is tied around the waist and is 
worn over one’s normal clothes while cook¬ 
ing in order to stop them from getting dirty. 
■ to be tied to sb's apron strings to be under 
sb’s control □ He's still very much tied to his 
mother's apron strings. -2. [at an airport] an area 
where airplanes are parked. 

apropos [’aeprapoo] adj [comment, criticism] rel¬ 
evant. 

♦ apropos of prep a phrase used to introduce 
a subject that is connected with the one be¬ 
ing discussed (formal use) □ Apropos of what 
we were talking about earlier... 

apt [sept] adj -1. [description, remark] that is 
suitable □ Your comments were most apt. -2. to 
be apt to do sthg to be likely to do sthg, es¬ 
pecially because of having a particular ten¬ 
dency □ He is apt to get flustered when under 
pressure. -3. an apt pupil/student a pupil/ 
student who learns quickly. 

apt. abbr of apartment. 

aptitude ['aeptat-iuid] n a natural ability to 
learn something quickly □ He has a real apti¬ 
tude for languages. 

aptitude test « a test to measure a person’s 
ability to do a specific task. 

aptly ['septli] adv [describe, remark] see apt □ As 

you so aptly pointed out... 

aqualung [US 'aikwaUi), GB 'aek-] n a container 
of air worn by divers on their backs for 
breathing underwater. 

aquamarine [us .aikwama'rfin, gb ,aek-[ « a 
greenish-blue color. 

aquaplane [US 'aikwaplein, GB 'sek-] vi GB [car, 

truck] to slide out of control on a wet road 

surface. 

aquarium [a'kweariam] (pi aquariums or 
aquaria [-ria]) n -1. a glass tank full of water 
in which fish or other animals that live in 
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water are kept. -2. a building, usually part 
of a zoo, with several aquariums. 

Aquarius [s'kwearias] « a sign of the zodiac, 

often represented by a man pouring water; a 

person horn under this sign between Janu¬ 

ary 21 and February 19. 

aquatic [US a'kwcutik, GB s'kwaetik] adj -1. [ani¬ 

mal, plant] that lives in water. -2. [sport, 

environment] that is connected with water. 

aqueduct ['aekwadAkt] n a bridge that carries 
water across a valley. 

Aquinas [a'kwamas], St. Thomas (1225-1274) 

an Italian philosopher who wrote about reli¬ 

gion and was very important in the develop¬ 

ment of Catholicism. 

AR abbr of Arkansas. 

ARA (abbr of Associate of the Royal Academy) 
n GB a member of the Royal Academy. 

Arab ['aerab] o n -1. a person who comes 

from Arabia. -2. a person who comes from 

the Middle East or North Africa, o adj-. an 
Arab horse □ the Arab world. 

Arabia [a'reibjs] a large peninsula between 

the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf that in¬ 

cludes Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, and the 

United Arab Emirates. 

Arabian Peninsula [a.reibjan-] = Arabia. 

Arabian Sea n the Arabian Sea the north¬ 

western part of the Indian Ocean, between 

Arabia and India. 

Arabic ['aerabik] n a language spoken in Ara¬ 

bia, North Africa, and the Middle East. 

Arabic numeral n a sign used to represent a 

number, e.g. 1, 2, or 3 that is different than 

a Roman numeral, e.g. I, II, or III. 

arable ['aersbl] adj [land, area, farming] that is 

used for, suitable for, or connected with 

growing crops □ Much of the land is given over 
to arable farming. 

Arab League n the Arab League an associa¬ 

tion of Arab countries established in 1945. 

arbiter ['a:rbitar] n a person who arbitrates in 
a dispute (formal use) □ an independent arbiter. 

arbitrage ['a:rbitra:3l n finance the buying and 
selling of shares, currency etc in two differ¬ 
ent markets at almost the same time, in or¬ 
der to make a profit from differences in 
price. 

arbitrary [us 'curbitreri, gb 'aibitran] adj [attack, 

arrest, choice] that is made for no particular 

reason and is therefore often unfair □ Many 
art galleries have complained that withdrawal of 
funding has been completely arbitrary. 

arbitrate [’adbitreit] vi to act as a judge in or¬ 
der to settle a dispute without going to 
court □ France has offered to arbitrate in the dis¬ 
pute. 

arbitration [,a:rbiltreij'n] n a way of settling a 
dispute that uses somebody official who is 
not involved to judge it, and whose decision 
both sides have agreed they will accept. ■ to 
go to arbitration to ask somebody to settle a 
dispute by arbitration. 

Arbor Day ['a:rb3r-] « a special day each year 

in the USA, New Zealand, and parts of 

Canada and Australia when people plant 
trees. 

arc [a:rk] « a curved line, e.g. part of a circle □ 
Spread the seeds in a wide arc. 

ARC [a:rk] (abbr of AIDS-related complex) « a 

set of symptoms found in people who are 
HIV-positive, e.g. high temperature or 
weight loss. 

arcade [a:r'keid] n -1. [with shops] a covered # 
passage, often between two streets, with 
shops on either side. -2. architecture a set 
of arches and pillars along the side of a 
building. 

arch [a:rtJJ o n architecture a curved 
structure that forms an opening in a build¬ 
ing or supports a bridge or roof. -2. anatomy 
the raised part of one’s foot between one’s 
toes and one’s heel, o vf [back, eyebrow] to 
move <a part of one’s body> into a curved 
shape, o vi [back, eyebrow] to form a curved 
shape; [rocket, missile] to move in a curved 
line. 

arch- prefix added to a word to show it is the 
greatest and most important of its kind □ her 
arch-rival □ an arch-criminal. 

archaeology etc [,a:rki'obd3i] = archeology etc. 

archaic [a:r'kenk] adj [language, custom, practice] 

that is very old-fashioned and no longer 
used. 

archangel [’a:rkeind33l] n an angel of the high¬ 
est rank. 

archbishop [.adtj'bijap] n a bishop of the 
highest rank. ■ the Archbishop of Canterbury 
the person who governs the Church of Eng¬ 
land. ■ the Archbishop of Westminster the 
person who governs the Roman Catholic 
Church in Britain. 

archduchess [la:rtJ'ldAtJbs] n a duchess of the 
highest rank. 

archduke [,a:rt/'dJu:k] » a duke of the highest 
rank. 

arched [a:rtjt] adj [roof, doorway, window] that 
has an arch; [back] that is curved. 

archenemy [.adt/'ensmi] {pi archenemies) w 
the greatest enemy of a country, hero etc. 

archeological [pa:rkia'lod3ikI] adj [excavation, re¬ 
search] see archeology. 

archeologist [,a:rki'Dbd33st] n a person who 
studies archeology. 

archeology [,a:rki'Dbd3i] « the study of the re¬ 
mains of past societies, e.g. the buildings 
and the objects they made, by digging them 
out of the ground. 

archer ['a:rtJV] n a person, especially a sol¬ 
dier, who is trained to use a bow and ar¬ 
row. 

archery [’aitjbri] n the sport, skill, or practice 
of shooting arrows from a bow. 

archetypal [,a:rki'taipl] adj: see archetype □ the 
archetypal nervous bridegroom. 

archetype ['a:rkitaip] n somebody or some¬ 
thing that is a perfect example of a particu¬ 
lar kind of person or thing. 

Archimedes [,a:rki'mi:di:z] (287-212 bc) a Greek 
mathematician and inventor. According to a 
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popular story, he leapt out of his bath and 
shouted “Eureka” (I have found it) after dis¬ 
covering the law of physics now known as 
Archimedes’ principle. 

archipelago [,a:rka'pelagoo] (yl archipelagoes or 
archipelagos) « a group of small islands; an 
area of sea where these islands are found □ 
the Tuscan Archipelago. 

architect f'a:rkatekt] « -1. a person whose job 
is to design buildings □ a firm of architects. 
-2. the person responsible for inventing a 
system, plan etc or planning an event □ He 
was the architect of the New Deal. 

architectural [,a:rk3'tektJrsl] adj (style, history] 

see architecture □ an architectural firm/tour □ 
architectural studies. 

architecture ['a:rkatektJV] n -1. the art of de¬ 
signing and constructing buildings □ a superb 
piece of architecture □ Her son is studying archi¬ 
tecture. -2. [of a region, period] a particular 
style of building □ Roman/Gothic/modern archi¬ 
tecture. -3. computing the overall design of 
the inside of a computer and the software 
that operates it. 

archive file n the file in a computer used for 
storing data that is no longer being used, 

archives ['a:rkaivz] nyl historical records, e.g. 
documents, photographs, or maps, 

archivist ['a:rkovast] n a person whose job is 
to collect and keep archives, 

archway [’ait/wei] n a passage or entrance in 
the shape of an arch. 

Arctic f'a:rktik] o the Arctic the region around 
the North Pole, including the Arctic Ocean, 
o adj -1. [wildlife, plant] that is from the Arc¬ 
tic. -2. [weather, conditions] very cold. 

Arctic Circle: the Arctic Circle an imaginary 
circle around the Arctic region, parallel to 
the equator, at latitude 66° 32’ N. 

Arctic Ocean: the Arctic Ocean the sea around 
the North Pole. 

ardent ['a:rdnt] adj [supporter, feminist] who is 
very enthusiastic. 

ardor US, ardour GB ['a:rdar] n a strong feeling 
of love, enthusiasm etc □ He spoke with genu¬ 
ine ardor about Italy. 

arduous f'a:rd303s] adj [task, journey] that is 
very difficult and tiring and takes a long 
time □ an arduous trip across the desert. 

are [stressed a:r, unstressed ar] vh —> be. 

area ['earia] n -1. [of a town, country] a particu¬ 
lar part of a place □ in the Boston area □ a poor 
area of town □ The area of the crash was cor¬ 
doned off. □ an area manager. ■ area of out¬ 

standing natural beauty in Britain, any part 
of the countryside that is protected by law 
from being built on. ■ in the area near to a 
particular place □ Come and visit when you're 
in the area. -2. [of a piece of land] the amount 
of ground that a piece of land covers □ The 
garden is 500m2 in area. -3. [in a building, room, 

space] a place used for a particular purpose □ 
a parking/dining/smoking area. -4. [of knowledge, 

interest] a particular subject or activity □ 
She's an expert in the area of finance. 

area code n a number that must be dialed 
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before a telephone number if the call is be¬ 
ing made from a different area, 

arena [a'riina] « -1. [for sports] a stadium for 
sports, concerts etc. -2. [of an activity] a par¬ 
ticular area of activity, usually of conflict □ 
the political/economic arena. 

aren't [a:rnt] = are not. 

Argentina [,a:rd3an'ti:na] a country in south¬ 
ern South America, between the Andes and 
the Atlantic Ocean, size: 2,780,000 sq kms. 
population: 33,500,000 (Argentines, Argentin¬ 
ians). capital: Buenos Aires, language: Span¬ 
ish. CURRENCY: peso. 

Argentine ['a:rd3antain] o the Argentine = Ar- 
gentina. o « & adj: see Argentina. 

Argentinian [,a:rd33n'tinian] n & adj: see Ar¬ 
gentina. 

arguable ['a:rgjuabl] adj [point, idea, statement] 

that is not necessarily true and can be dis¬ 
agreed with □ It's arguable whether the plan is 
actually worthwhile. 

arguably l'a:rgjuabli] adj a word used to say 
that an opinion is probably true, although 
not everybody would agree with it □ She's 
arguably the best manager in the company. 

argue [’a:rgju:] o vi -1. [with a person] to speak 
angrily to somebody because one disagrees 

, with them □ He argued with her about his con¬ 
tract. □ They're always arguing. □ We usually end 
up arguing over who should pay. -2. [for or 

against something] to give reasons for or 
against something □ She argued for or in favor 
of raising taxes. □ He argued against going, o vt 
to argue (that)... to say that something is 
true, and explain why it is true o He argued 
that further investment was needed. □ She ar¬ 
gued her case/point convincingly. 

argument ['a:rgjamant] n -1. [between people] a 
conversation in which people argue □ 
Richard had an argument with his boss about 
overtime. -2. (for or against something] a reason 
for or against doing something or allowing 
something to happen □ There are good argu¬ 
ments against smoking/for HIV tests. -3. [from a 

person] the way somebody explains why 
something is true □ / didn't follow his line of ar¬ 
gument. 

argumentative [,a:rgja'mentativ] adj [person] 

who likes to disagree and start arguments 
with other people. 

aria ['curia] « a song sung by one person in an 

opera. 

arid ['aerid] adj -1. [land, desert] that is very dry. 
-2. [subject, writing] that is very boring. 

Aries ['eariiz] n a sign of the zodiac, represent¬ 
ed by a male sheep; a person bom under 
this sign between March 21 and April 20. 

arise [a'raiz] (yt arose, yy arisen [a'rizn]) vi 
[problem, situation] to begin to exist and be 
noticed □ if the need/occasion arises. ■ to arise 
from sthg to be created or caused by sthg □ 
Several points arose from the discussion. 

aristocracy [.aeri'stokrasi] (yl aristocracies) n 
the highest social class consisting of families 
who are usually rich and who often have ti¬ 
des as part of their names. 
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aristocrat [US a'ristakraet, GB 'aeristakraet] n a 
member of the aristocracy. 

aristocratic [US a.rista'kraetik, GB .srista'krstik] 
adj [person, family] see aristocracy. 

Aristotle ['aeristDtl] (384-322 bc) a Greek phi¬ 
losopher. His works on logic, ethics, politics, 
literature, and biology strongly influenced 
Christian and Muslim ideas. 

arithmetic [a'riematik] n the area of math¬ 
ematics concerned with addition, subtrac¬ 
tion, multiplication, and division □ an arith¬ 
metic test/problem. 

Arizona [.aeri'zoona] a state in the south¬ 
western USA, with many mountainous and 
desert areas, abbreviation: AZ. size: 295,000 
sq kms. population: 3,665,228 {Arizonans). 
capital: Phoenix. 

ark [o:rk] n in the Bible, the ship that Noah 
built to save his family and selected animals 
from a great flood. 

Arkansas fa:rkansa:] a state in the southern 
USA. abbreviation: AR. size: 138,000 sq kms. 
population: 2,350,725 (Arkansans). capital: 

Little Rock. 

Arlington National Cemetery [,a:rlii)tan-] a 
cemetery in Virginia, USA, where many US 
soldiers and politicians are buried. 

arm [a:rm] o n -1. [of a person] one of the two 
parts of the body attached to the shoulders 
□ She threw her arms around me. ■ to keep sb 
at arm's length to avoid becoming too in¬ 
volved with sb. ■ to twist sb's arm to per¬ 
suade sb to do something by insisting (infor¬ 

mal use) □ He refused at first, but I managed to 
twist his arm. -2. [of a coat, sweater, shirt] the 
part of a piece of clothing where a person’s 
arm goes. -3. [of a chair, sofa] one of the two 
raised parts at the side of a chair or couch 
where people rest their arms when sitting. 
-4. [of an organization] a section that does a 
particular job □ the political arm of the IRA □ 
the Canadian arm of the electronics giant Herst. 
o vt [troops, population] to supply <sb> with 
weapons □ / armed myself with a shotgun and 
set off. 

♦ arms npl weapons □ an arms dealer/manu¬ 
facturer □ arms limitation, m to be up in arms to 
protest angrily □ People are up in arms about or 

over the new bypass. 
♦ arm in arm adv [walk, go] next to each oth¬ 

er, with each person bending their arm 
around the other person’s arm □ He was 
walking arm in arm with her. 

armada [a;r'ma:da] n a group of ships, espe¬ 
cially warships. 

armadillo [,a:rma'dilou] {pi armadillos) « a 
small animal, found in North and South 
America, that has a hard shell divided into 
sections that allows it to roll into a ball 
when it is attacked. 

Armageddon [,a:rma'gedn] n a terrible battle 
that, according to Christian belief, will cause 
the end of the world. 

armaments ['a:rmamants] npl a collective term 
for weapons and other military equipment □ 
the build-up of armaments. 

arm band n a band of material that is worn 
around the top part of the arm as a symbol 
of something, e.g. to show respect for some¬ 
body who has died. 

armchair ['a:rmtjear[ n a comfortable chair 
with arms. 

armed [a:rmd] adj -1. [policeman, thief, vehicle] 

that is carrying a weapon, especially a gun □ 
He was armed with a gun/stick. □ The public has 
been warned that he is armed and dangerous. 
-2. to be armed with sthg [with information, 

skills, a map] to have sthg that is useful in a 
particular situation □ We arrived at the meeting 
armed with statistics to support our argument. 

armed forces npl the army, navy, and air 
force of a country □ a member of the armed 
forces. 

armed robbery n a robbery in which the 
criminals carry guns. 

Armenia [a:r'mi:nja] a mountainous country in 
western Asia, in the Caucasus northeast of 
Turkey, size: 29,800 sq kms. population: 
3,600,000 {Armenians), capital: Yerevan, lan¬ 
guage: Armenian, currency: dram, 

armful ['a:rmfl[ n an armful of sthg the amount 
of sthg that can be held in one arm or both 
aims □ an armful of flowers. 

armhole ['aTmhoul] n [of a coat, shirt, sweater] 

one of the two holes that the arms are put 
through in a piece of clothing, 

armistice ['a:rmastis[ n an agreement between 
countries to stop fighting for a limited peri¬ 
od to discuss peace. 

Armistice Day n November 11, the anniver¬ 
sary of the end of World War I. 

armor us, armour GB ['a:rmar] n -1. [for a sol¬ 

dier] protective clothes made of metal that 
were worn by medieval soldiers in battle a a 
suit of armor. -2. [for a military vehicle] a protec¬ 
tive metal covering for a ship, truck etc. 

armored us, armoured gb ['a:rmard[ adj [vehi¬ 

cle, personnel carrier] that is protected by ar¬ 
mor. 

armored car n a light military vehicle that is 
armed and armored, 

armor-plated [-'pleitad] adj = armored, 

armory us, armoury gb ['a:rman] {pi us ar¬ 
mories, GB armouries) n a place where weap¬ 
ons are stored, 

armour etc n GB = armor etc. 

armpit ['a:rmpit] n the part of one’s body un¬ 
der one’s arm where it joins the body and 
where hair grows. 

armrest [’a:rmrest] n the part of a seat in a car 
or plane that supports one’s arm and that 
can often be folded back to leave more 
space. 

Armstrong ['airmstmi)], Louis (1900-1971) a 
US jazz trumpeter and singer who had a big 
influence on the development of jazz. 

Armstrong, Neil (1930- ) a US astronaut 
who was the first person to land on the 
Moon in 1969. 

army ['a:rmi] {pi armies) n -1. military a large 
organized group of soldiers trained to fight 
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on land □ an army officer/truck □ He’s in the 
army. -2. [of people] a large group of people □ 
an army of tourists. 

Arnold ['a:rnld], Benedict (1741-1801) a US 
soldier who betrayed his country to the Brit¬ 
ish during the American Revolution. 

A road tt GB a main road between towns. 

aroma [a'rooma] n a strong pleasant smell, es¬ 
pecially of food or drink □ a wonderful aroma 
of fresh coffee. 

aromatherapy [a.rooma'berapi] n a type of al¬ 
ternative medicine in which oils with a 
pleasant smell are massaged into the skin. 

aromatic [.aers'maetik] adj [substance, herb] that 
has a strong aroma. 

arose [a'rouz] past tense of arise. 

around [a'raund] o ado -1. to walk/travel 
around to walk/travel in different directions 
□ / wandered around for a couple of hours, trying 
to decide what to do. □ Clothes were lying around 
all over the floor. -2. the stadium measures a 
mile around the length of the outside of the 
stadium is a mile □ The garden was well hid¬ 
den, with a high wall all around. -3. the book is 
around somewhere the book is somewhere 
near here and can be found or used □ There 
was nobody around. -4. to be around to exist 
and be noticeable □ That song has been around 
for years. -5. phrase he's/she's been around 
he/she has seen many places and things and 
so has knowledge and experience (informal 
use). 
o prep -1. to walk around a place to walk to 
many different parts of a place, usually with 
no special purpose □ In the evening, we 
strolled around the town. -2. they sat around 
the table they sat in a circle on all sides of 
the table □ The Earth moves around the Sun. □ 
He wore a scarf around his neck. -3. it's around 
the corner it’s on the other side of the cor¬ 
ner □ The door was somewhere around the back 
of the house. -4. it's around here it's near here 
□ Is there a bank anywhere around here? -5. at 
around 100 mph at approximately 100 mph □ 
There were around 2,000 people there. 

arousal [a'rauzl] n: see arouse. 

arouse [a'raoz] vf -1. [curiosity, interest, fear] to 
make somebody have <a particular feeling> 
□ Her sudden departure aroused their suspicions. 
□ The idea failed to arouse much interest. -2. 
[person] to make <sb> feel sexually excited □ 
sexually aroused. 

arr. abbr of arrives. 

arrange O'reindj] o vt -1. [flowers, books, furni¬ 
ture] to put <sthg> in a particular position to 
be neat, attractive etc □ Four chairs were ar¬ 
ranged around a table. -2. [meeting, trip] to plan 
and organize <sthg> usually by getting 
somebody’s agreement or permission □ We 
have arranged a training course on the new soft¬ 
ware. □ Let's arrange a time to meet. □ I've ar¬ 
ranged to meet them at the airport. □ She was 
able to arrange a loan for us. -3. music to adapt 
<a piece of music> for different instruments 

or voices. 
o vi to plan something together with some¬ 

body else □ We have arranged for the delegates 
to stay at the Central Hotel. □ I've arranged with 
her to meet outside the restaurant. 

arranged marriage [a,reind3d-] n a marriage 
where the partners are chosen by their par¬ 
ents or relatives. 

arrangement [g'reindsmant] n -1. [between peo¬ 

ple] an agreement to do something □ I'm sure 
we can come to an or some arrangement with 
the bank. □ He sold the stock by arrangement 
with the company. -2. [of furniture, books] a 
group of things that has been arranged in a 
particular way □ a flower arrangement. -3. 
music a piece of music that has been ar¬ 
ranged in a particular way. 

♦ arrangements npl plans and preparations 
for doing something □ Sophie has made all the 
necessary arrangements for the trip. □ I'll leave 
the arrangements to you, then. 

array [a'rei] n -1. an impressive group of ob¬ 
jects, people, or ornaments □ There's a vast 
array of styles to choose from. -2. computing an 
arrangement of data in rows and columns. 

arrears [a'narz] npl money that has still not 
been paid and is late □ The company collapsed, 
leaving arrears of $360,000. ■ to be in arrears to 
owe arrears a We're six months in arrears on 
the loan repayments. ■ to be paid in arrears to 
be paid for one’s work after the work has 
been done. 

arrest [a'rest] o vt -1. [criminal, suspect] to 
catch <sb> and not let them go free because 
they are suspected of committing a crime □ 
They were arrested for fraud/on suspicion of 
fraud. -2. to arrest sb's attention to attract 
and keep sb’s attention (formal use) □ There 
was something about her manner that arrested 
my attention. -3. [development, progress] to 
stop <sthg> from happening or getting big¬ 
ger, going further etc (formal use) □ in an effort 
to arrest unemployment/inflation, o n the act of 
arresting somebody □ The police made 50 ar¬ 
rests at the demonstration. ■ to be under arrest 
to be held by the police after an arrest □ He 
was put under arrest. 

arresting [a'restirj] adj [beauty, image] that ar¬ 
rests one’s attention. 

arrival [a'raivl] n -1. [at a place] the act of arriv¬ 
ing at a place □ On or Upon our arrival we were 
met by the conference organizers. □ We apolo¬ 
gize for the late arrival of flight AA 251. -2. [of 

something new] the act of coming into exist¬ 
ence or use □ the arrival of the microchip. -3. a 
new arrival a person who has recently 
moved to a new company, prison, school 
etc; a baby who has recently been bom. 

♦ arrivals npl (at an airport, station] the planes, 
trains etc that have just arrived after a trip □ 
the arrivals board/lounge. 

arrive [a'raiv] vi -1. [person, train, taxi] to reach 
a place during a trip or at the end of a trip □ 
They arrived yesterday. □ When you arrive at the 
airport... □ / arrived in this country in 1976. 
-2. [letter, news] to be brought or delivered to 
somebody □ The mail usually arrives at 8 
o'clock. -3. [product, invention] to start to exist 
or be used □ The drug finally arrived on the mar- 
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ket in the 1970s. -4. [baby] to be born □ The 
baby arrived three weeks early. -5. [moment, day, 

event] to happen □ The time has arrived for us 
to take action. 

♦ arrive at vf fus to arrive at a decision to suc¬ 
ceed in making a decision after a lot of 
thought or discussion □ We finally arrived at 
the conclusion that... □ How did you arrive at that 
figure? 

arrogance [US 'eragans, GB 'aer-] tv. see arrogant 
□ That doesn't excuse his arrogance. 

arrogant [US 'eragant, GB 'aer-] adj [person] who 
is rude and unpleasant because they think 
they are better, more important etc than 
other people □ Her arrogant behavior made her 
generally unpopular. 

arrow [US 'erou, GB 'aer-] n -1. a thin stick with 
a point at one end and feathers at the other 
end, that is shot from a bow and used in ar¬ 
chery or as a weapon. -2. a sign (—») that is 
shaped like an arrow and points to some¬ 
thing on a page, sign, computer screen etc. 

arrowroot [US 'erouruit, GB 'aer-] n a natural 
substance, made from a West Indian plant, 
that is used in cooking to thicken sauces, 

arsenal ['a:rsnal] n a place for storing weap¬ 
ons; a large number of weapons that are 
stored in this place. 

arsenic ['a:rsnik] n a very strong poison used 
for killing rats, insects etc. SYMBOL: As. 

arson ['a:rsn] n the crime of setting fire to a 
building in order to cause damage □ He was 
convicted of arson. 

arsonist ['a:rsnast] n a person who commits 
arson. 

art [a:rt] n -1. the act or process of creating 
paintings, sculptures, music etc □ Shake¬ 
speare's art □ She is studying art. □ a great work 
of art. -2. [in a museum] works of art, espe¬ 
cially ones that can be seen, e.g. paintings 
or sculptures □ modern/Asian/16th-century art □ 
an art collection/exhibition. -3. something that 
requires skill □ the art of survival □ Giving dinner 
parties is quite an art. 

♦ arts npl -1. education subjects that are not 
scientific or technical, e.g. history, lan¬ 
guages, or music □ an arts degree/graduate/ 
subject. -2. the arts all the different types of 
art, e.g. painting, music, drama, literature, 
cinema etc, considered as a group. 

art deco [US -dei'kou, GB -'dekou] n a style of 
art and design, common in the 1920s and 
1930s, that is based on geometrical shapes 
with rounded angles □ art deco furniture. 

artefact [’a:rtafaekt] n = artifact, 

arterial [a:r'tiarial] adj [blood, disease, road] see 
artery. 

arteriosclerosis [a:rltiariooskblrousas] « a dis¬ 
ease that hardens the arteries and reduces 
the flow of blood around the body, 

artery ['a:rtari] {pi arteries) « -1. anatomy one 
of the tubes that carry blood from the heart 
around the body. -2. transport a main road 
or railroad. 

artful ['a:rtfl] adj [person] who is clever, 
usually at doing something dishonest. 

art gallery n -1. a building where paintings 
and sculptures are publicly displayed. -2. a 
place where paintings and sculptures are 
sold. 

arthritic [a:r'0ritik] adj [person, joint] that is af¬ 
fected by arthritis. 

arthritis [a:r'0raitas] n a disease that causes 
painful swelling in the joints. 

Arthur ['a:r0ar] a legendary British king who 
lived in Camelot and led a group of knights. 

artichoke ['a:rtatfouk] n a round green vegeta¬ 
ble with thick pointed leaves and a soft cen¬ 
ter. When cooked, the bottom of the leaves 
and the center can be eaten □ artichoke 
hearts. 

article ['a:rtikl] n -1. [of clothing, furniture] an 
object, especially an object of a particular 
type □ articles of jewelry/of value. -2. [in a news¬ 

paper, magazine] a piece of writing; [on televi¬ 

sion, the radio] a piece of news a an article on 
or about the trade deficit. -3. [in an agreement, 

contract, constitution] a section or paragraph. 
-4. grammar the definite article the word 
“the”. ■ the indefinite article the words “a” 
and “an”. 

articled clerk [,a:rtikld-] n GB a person who is 

training to be a solicitor. 

articles of association npl the laws that con¬ 
trol the way in which a registered company 
is run; the document containing these laws. 

Articles of Confederation tipi the Articles of 
Confederation the first constitution of the 
USA. It was replaced by the present consti¬ 
tution in 1788. 

articulate [adj a:r'tikjabt, vb a:r'tikjaleit] o adj 
[person] who is good at expressing their 
thoughts and ideas clearly □ a highly articulate 
writer/piece of writing, o vt [thought, idea, sound] 

to say or express <sthg> clearly. 

articulated lorry [a:r'tikjaleitad-] n GB a large 
truck consisting of a separate part for the 
driver and a trailer joined by a metal bar. 

artifact fa;,'tafaekt] n a tool, weapon, orna¬ 
ment etc that was made a long time ago 
and is of historical interest. 

artificial [,a:rta'fijl] adj -1. [flavoring, material] 

that is not made of natural materials or sub¬ 
stances; [leg, hip, wood] that looks like or 
works like something real or natural □ / don't 
like working in artificial light. -2. [person] who 
pretends to have feelings and attitudes that 
are not real (disapproving use) □ artificial behav¬ 
ior/tears. 

artificial insemination « a way of making a 
woman or female animal pregnant by trans¬ 
ferring sperm with an instrument rather 
than through sex. 

artificial intelligence n the part of computer 
science concerned with making computers 
do what humans can do, e.g. talk or move. 

artificially [,a:rt3'fiJli] adv [flavor, behave, srriile] 

see artificial □ Prices are being kept artificially 
high. 

artificial respiration n a way of helping 
somebody to start breathing again when 
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they are unconscious, usually by blowing air 
into their mouth. 

artillery [a:r'tibri] n big guns on wheels, used 
by an army □ artillery fire. 

artisan [,a:rta'zaen] n a person whose job is to 
make and do things, especially traditional 
crafts, with their hands, 

artist [’a:rt3st] « -1. art a person who creates 
works of art, especially paintings o a success¬ 
ful/ commercial artist. -2. [in an activity] a skillful 
and creative person in a particular field or 
activity □ She's a real artist in the kitchen. 

artiste [a:r'ti:st] n a person whose job is to 
perform in public, e.g. a singer or dancer, 

artistic [a:r'tistik] adj -1. [person] who is good 
at creating or appreciating art □ James is the 
artistic member of the family. -2. [freedom, style] 

that is connected with art or artists □ Futur¬ 
ism was an influential artistic movement in the 
early part of the century. -3. [design, work, ar¬ 

rangement] that is creative and attractive □ 
Her Christmas decorations were very artistic. 

artistically [a:r'tistikli] adv [talented, designed] 

see artistic □ an artistically arranged bunch of 
flowers. 

artistry ['a:rtistri] n the creative skill of an art¬ 
ist □ It was all done with great artistry. 

artless ['a:rtbs] adj [person] who is simple, 
honest, and does not deceive other people, 

art nouveau [,a:rnu:'voo] « a style of art and 
design, common in the 1890s, that is based 
on flowing lines and floral shapes. 

Arts Council n the Arts Council one of four 
organizations in the UK, supported by the 
British government, that gives grants to arts 
projects. 

arugula [a'nngab] n US a plant with small 
dark-green leaves that have a peppery taste 
and are eaten raw in salads. 

ARV (abbr of American Revised Version) n the 
ARV an American translation of the Bible, 

as [stressed aez, unstressed oz] o conj -1. used to 
link two events that are happening at the 
same time □ Kim called (just) as I was leaving. □ 
As he grew older, he became more bad- 
tempered. -2. used to describe the way that 
something should happen □ Why can't things 
be as they were before? □ Do as I say. -3. used 
to introduce comparisons □ The "h" is silent, 
as in "hour". -4. used to introduce statements 
giving extra information □ As you know, I 
lived in Africa for several years. -5. because □ As 
you weren't in, I left a message. -6. tired as I 
was... although I was tired... 
o prep -1. he was dressed as a policeman he 
was dressed so that he looked like a police¬ 
man (used to describe somebody’s appear¬ 
ance). -2. he works as a taxi driver he has a 
job driving taxis (used to describe some¬ 
body’s job, role, function etc) □ my duties as 
a manager □ / lived in France as a boy. -3. to 
treat sthg as a joke to consider sthg like a 

joke. 
o adv used in comparisons □ It cost twice as 
much as my first apartment. □ He's not as 
intelligent/handsome as his brother. 

♦ as for prep used to introduce a new topic □ 
As for Arthur, he can come with me. 

♦ as from prep = as of. 
♦ as if conj as if I was or were mad in a way 

that might make people think that I am mad 
□ It looks as if it's going to rain. 

♦ as it is adv already □ You have enough work 
as it is, don't take on any more! 

♦ as it were adv used to show that a word is 
not being used precisely □ He was, as it were, 
my teacher and guide. 

♦ as of prep as of Monday on Monday and for 
the time after that □ I'll be in Madrid as of next 
week. 

♦ as though conj = as if. 
♦ as to prep -1. = as for. -2. about □ / am un¬ 

certain as to the best way to proceed. 
♦ as well adv also □ Can I come as well? 
♦ as yet adv used to describe an event that 

has not happened but is expected soon □ / 
wrote on Monday but haven't received their reply 
as yet. 

AS (abbr of Associate in Science) n a US col¬ 
lege degree. 

a.s.a.p., asap adv abbr of as soon as possible, 

asbestos [aes'bestss] n a gray material that 
does not bum. It is sometimes used in 
buildings, clothing etc to protect against 
heat and fire, but can be dangerous to peo¬ 
ple’s health □ asbestos fibers/clothing. 

asbestosis [.assbe'stousss] n a disease of the 
lungs that is caused by breathing in asbestos 
dust. 

ascend [a'send] (formal use) o vt [hill, stairs, 
slope] to go up <sthg>. ■ to ascend the 
throne to become king or queen, o vi [per¬ 
son, smoke, staircase] to go upward, 

ascendancy [a'sendsnsi] n a position of power 
over somebody. 

ascendant [a'sendsnt] n to be in the ascendant 
to be in a powerful or dominant position, 

ascending [a'sendig] adj [person, smoke, stair¬ 
case] that goes up. ■ in ascending order ar¬ 
ranged in a list, row etc so that each one is 
bigger, higher, or more important than the 
one before it. 

ascension [a'senfn] n [to the throne] see ascend. 
♦ Ascension « a Christian festival celebrating 

Christ’s ascent into heaven. 

ascent b'sent] n -1. [of a hill, mountain, staircasel 
a climb □ the ascent of Everest □ Please remain 
seated during our ascent. -2. a slope or path 
that goes upward □ a steep ascent. -3. [in rank, 
status] the process by which somebody be¬ 
comes more important, successful etc □ He 
made a rapid ascent up the executive ladder. 

ascertain [,ass3r'tein] vt to find out <sthg>, 
usually by making an effort (formal use) □ The 
police never managed to ascertain her true iden¬ 
tity. □ It is too soon to ascertain what effect this 
will have on the environment. 

ascetic [a'setik] o adj [person] who lives a sim¬ 
ple life without luxuries or physical pleas¬ 
ures, usually for religious reasons (formal use) 
□ an ascetic life/existence, o n a person who 
lives an ascetic life. 
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ASCII ['aeski] (abbr of American Standard Code 
for Information Interchange) n a computer 
code containing letters and numbers that is 
used for transferring information between 
computers □ an ASCII file. 

ascorbic acid b,sk3:rbik-] « vitamin C (techni¬ 
cal use). FORMULA: C6 H8 Og. 

Ascot ['aeskat] n a race course in southern 
England. It is well-known for an annual race 
meeting called Royal Ascot, which fashion¬ 
able society and the Royal Family go to. 

ascribe [a'skraib] vt -1. to ascribe sthg to sthg 
[problem, symptom, event] to think or say that 
sthg is responsible for sthg □ Heart attacks are 
often ascribed to stress. -2. to ascribe sthg to 
sb [quality, virtue, characteristic] to think or say 
that sb has sthg; [work of art, piece of music, 

book] to think or say that sb painted, com¬ 
posed, or wrote sthg □ The statue is ascribed 
magical powers. □ The poem has been ascribed 
to various authors. 

ASEAN ['aesiaen] (abbr of Association of South¬ 
east Asian Nations) n an organization con¬ 
sisting of Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philip¬ 
pines, Singapore, Thailand, and Brunei that 
encourages economic and political coopera¬ 
tion between its members, 

asexual fiei'sekfusl] adj [reproduction] that takes 
place without sex; [animal, organism] that is 
neither male nor female; [person] who is not 
interested in sex. 

ash [aej] n -1. [from a cigarette, fire] the soft 
gray powder that is left after something has 
been burned □ wood/cigarette ash. -2. botany 
a tree that grows in Europe and Asia that 
has gray bark and seeds that are shaped like 
wings; the wood of this tree □ an ash tree. 

♦ ashes npl the ash that is left after some¬ 
body has been cremated. 

ASH [aej] (abbr of Action on Smoking and 
Health) n a British organization that tries to 
stop people from smoking, 

ashamed [a'Jeimd] adj to be ashamed [person] 

to feel guilty or embarrassed because of 
something one has done □ There's nothing to 
be ashamed of. □ You ought to be ashamed of 
yourself! □ I'm ashamed to say that I ate all of it. 

ash can n us a container for trash, 

ashen-faced ['sejnfeist] adj [person] who is 
very pale, usually because they have had a 
shock. 

ashore [s'Jo:r] adv [go, swim] to the shore from 
the ocean or a lake □ We jumped out of the 
dinghy and waded ashore. 

ashtray ['rejirei] n a small dish where people 
put the ash from their cigarettes or cigars 
while smoking. 

Ash Wednesday n the first day of Lent in the 
Christian calendar. 

Asia [US 'ei33, GB 'eijs] the largest and most 
highly populated continent, including the 
eastern part of the old USSR, the Middle 
East, and the Far East. 

Asian [US 'ei3n, GB 'eijn] « & adj: see Asia. 

NOTE: In the USA and Australia the term 
Asian usually refers to a person whose fami¬ 

ly comes from China, Japan, Vietnam, or 
Korea. In Britain Asian usually refers to a 
person whose family comes from India, Pa¬ 
kistan, or Bangladesh. 

Asian American « an American whose family 
originally came from Asia. 

Asia-Pacific: the Asia-Pacific (region) the coun¬ 
tries of East Asia that border on the Pacific 
Ocean, e.g. Korea, Japan, and Taiwan. 

aside [s'said] o adv -1. [move, step, throw] to 
one side □ Can you move aside, I want to get 
past. ■ to take sb aside to take sb away from 
a group of people in order to talk in private. 
■ to brush or sweep sthg aside (idea, feeling, 

suggestion] to reject sthg that one considers 
unimportant a He simply brushed my question 
aside and went on talking. -2. work/money 
aside,... a word used to show that somebody 
is finishing the subject of work/money and 
starting another subject, or that one does 
not want to discuss it □ Financial concerns 
aside, we should start thinking about a new mar¬ 
keting strategy. 

On-1. [in a play, movie] words spoken by a 
character that the other characters do not 
hear. -2. [in a conversation, discussion] a re¬ 
mark not directly connected with what one 
is talking about □ He mentioned the bribe al¬ 
most as an aside. 

♦ aside from prrep> apart from <sb/sthg> □ 
There were no injuries, aside from a few bruises. 

ask [US aesk, GB a:sk] o vt -1. to say <a ques- 
tion> to somebody; to say this question to 
<sb> □ / don't know, you'fl have to ask Steve 
about that. □ May I ask you something? □ He 
asked her where she was from. □ She asked me 
if I could come. ■ to ask sb sthg to speak to sb 
to get sthg, usually information □ I asked her 
the time, m if you ask me in my opinion □ If 
you ask me, they should have closed this place 
years ago. -2. to speak to somebody to get 
<permission, advice, forgiveness> etc □ He 
asked my opinion of the new system, m to ask sb 
to do sthg to speak to sb because one wants 
them to do sthg □ Please ask them to wait in 
the lobby. ■ to ask sb for sthg to speak to sb 
because one wants them to give one sthg □ 
I've asked the boss for a raise. □ She asked for 
more money/a glass of water. -3. to invite <sb> 
to go somewhere with one □ They asked her 
to join them. □ Why don't you ask him to dinner/ 
the party? -4. to demand <a particular 
amount of money> for something □ They're 
asking $90 per unit but I think they'll accept $85. 

o vi -1. to request information □ I don't 
know, I didn't ask. □ Ask about the job. -2. to 
speak to somebody because one wants 
something from them □ I'll help you if you ask 
nicely. □ He asked if I could pass him the wine. 

♦ ask after vt fus to ask after sb to ask for in¬ 
formation about sb, sb’s health etc □ There 
was a young man here asking after you. 

♦ ask for vt fus to ask for sb to ask if one can 
see or speak to sb □ They asked for the manag¬ 
er. 

♦ ask out vt sep> to ask sb out to invite sb to 
go out with one to a meal, party etc. 
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askance [a'skaens] adv to look askance at sb/ 
sthg to look at sb/sthg with doubt or mis¬ 
trust. 

askew [a'skju:] adj (hat, necktie) not straight or 
level □ The picture was hanging askew. 

asking price [US a;skii)-, GB 'arskig-] « the 
amount of money that a person is hoping to 
get for an item that they are selling, 

asleep [a'sliip] adj to be asleep to be sleeping. 
■ to fall asleep to start sleeping □ It took me a 
long time to fall asleep. ■ to be fast or sound 
asleep to be completely asleep □ She was fast 
asleep on the sofa. 

ASLEF, Aslef ['aezlef] (abbr of Associated Soci¬ 
ety of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen) « a 
British labor union for railroad workers. 

A/S Level n a school examination taken in a 
particular subject in England and Wales. An 
A/S level involves half the coursework of an 
A Level, and gives half as many points for 
university entrance. 

asparagus [a'spaeragas] « a vegetable with 
long green shoots that are cooked until they 
are tender, and then eaten □ asparagus soup □ 
asparagus tips. 

ASPCA (abbr of American Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Cruelty to Animals) n the ASPCA a 
US charity that tries to prevent cruel treat¬ 
ment of animals. 

aspect [’aespekt] « -1. [of a situation, problem] 

one part of something that has many parts □ 
It will affect all aspects of daily life. □ We'll be 
looking at various aspects of American foreign 
policy. -2. [of an idea, plan] a particular way of 
considering something □ Meeting people is the 
most enjoyable aspect of my job. □ There's also 
the financial aspect to think about. -3. [of a build¬ 

ing] the direction in which a building faces □ 
a house with a westerly aspect. 

aspen ['aespan] « a kind of poplar tree with 
leaves that rustle in the wind, 

aspersions [a'sp3:rfnz] npl to cast aspersions 
on sb/sthg to express doubts about or criti¬ 
cize sb/sthg (formal or humorous use) □ I'm not 
casting aspersions on your ability to manage the 
situation. 

asphalt [US 'sesfoilt, GB -faelt] n a black sub¬ 
stance used for making the surfaces of 
roads. 

asphyxiate [as'fiksieit] vt to kill <sb> by pre¬ 
venting them from breathing in oxygen □ He 
was asphyxiated by fumes from the fire. 

aspic ['aespik] « a clear jelly made from the 
juice of meat or fish and used in making 
cold dishes. 

aspidistra [.aespa'distra] n a houseplant with 
long, hard, pointed, green leaves, 

aspirate ['aesparat] adj [letter] pronounced by 
blowing out air so that the sound of the let¬ 
ter “h” is heard □ an aspirate h. 

aspiration ^aespa'reijn] « a strong desire and 
ambition to do or be something better □ The 
international community now has to take their as¬ 
pirations to independence seriously. □ the hopes 
and aspirations of the young. 

aspire [a'spaiar] vi to aspire to sthg/to do sthg 

to have a strong desire and ambition to 
have sthg/to do sthg better □ young actors 
who aspire to wealth and fame. 

aspirin faesprin] n a common drug, usually in 
the form of a white pill, that is taken to re¬ 
duce pain, fever, or inflammation □ Do you 
want an or some aspirin? 

aspiring [a'spaiarig] adj an aspiring actor/ 
politician an actor/politician who is trying to 
be successful in their profession □ She was al¬ 
ways getting letters from aspiring filmmakers. 

Asquith ['aeskwiG], H. H. (1852-1928) British 
Prime Minister from 1908 to 1916. His gov¬ 
ernment was responsible for the introduc¬ 
tion of welfare benefits for old people, 

ass [aes] « -1. an animal related to the horse, 
but smaller and with longer ears. -2. a fool¬ 
ish person (informal use) □ You silly ass! -3.v a 
person’s buttocks (very informal use) □ Move 
your ass! 

assail [a'seil] vt -1. to attack <sb> violendy 
(formal use). -2. to make <sb> very worried □ 
He was assailed by doubts/fears. 

assailant [a'seilant] « a person who attacks 
somebody physically □ He provided a detailed 
description of his assailant. 

assassin [a'saesin] n a person who assassinates 
somebody. 

assassinate [a'saesineit] vf to murder <a politi¬ 
cal or religious leader>. 

assassination [a.saesi'neijn] n: see assassinate 
□ an assassination attempt. 

assault [a'sailt] o n -1. military [on a building, 

area] an attack by a large number of soldiers 
on a place held by enemy forces □ an unsuc¬ 
cessful assault on the parliament building. -2. [on 

a person] a physical attack on somebody □ 
The number of assaults on prison officers has in¬ 
creased. -3. law the crime of attacking some¬ 
body physically, o vf -1. to attack <sb> 
physically □ He was arrested for assaulting a po¬ 
lice officer. -2. to rape or try to rape <sb> □ 
The victim had been sexually assaulted. 

assault course n GB an area of land on which 
soldiers train to get fit by climbing over 
walls, jumping over ditches etc. 

assemble [a'sembl] o vt -1. [troops, collection, 

information] to gather <people or things> to¬ 
gether □ The company has assembled a very effi¬ 
cient team. -2. [car, radio, shelves] to put the 
parts of <a piece of equipment or furniture> 
together □ You have to assemble all the furniture 
yourself, o vi [people] to come together for a 
particular purpose □ In the event of fire, hotel 
guests should assemble in the foyer. 

assembly [a'sembli] assemblies) « -1. edu¬ 
cation a meeting that is held each morning 
at a school for all the pupils and teachers □ 
The pupils go to assembly every morning. □ a 
school assembly. -2. politics a group of peo¬ 
ple who come together to make laws or to 
discuss political problems □ the UN General 
Assembly. -3. the act of gathering together. ■ 
the right of assembly the right to meet as a 
group without fear of being arrested or sent 
to prison. -4. [of shelves, a car, radio] see as- 
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semble □ The kit comes with easy-to-follow as¬ 
sembly instructions. 

assembly language n computing a program¬ 
ing language used to code instructions for a 
computer. 

assembly line n a production system where 
the product is assembled gradually by being 
passed from one worker to another, usually 
along a conveyor belt. 

assent [a'sent] o n agreement to a plan, sug¬ 
gestion etc □ The bill eventually obtained the as¬ 
sent of Parliament, o vi to agree to a plan, 
suggestion etc □ The committee finally assented 
to most of their proposals. 

assert [a's3:rt] vt -1. to assert (that)... to state 
firmly that something is true □ He continues 
to assert the truth of the claim. □ She asserted 
that she had no involvement in the affair. 
-2. [right, claim] to speak or act in a way that 
makes other people understand that one has 
<sthg> □ No longer a child, Susan had to assert 
her independence. □ You must assert your author¬ 
ity right from the start. ■ to assert oneself to 
behave or speak confidently and in a way 
that gains people’s attention and respect □ 
I’m learning how to assert myself more. 

assertion [o's3:rj'n] tv. see assert □ / dispute their 
assertion that these tests are safe. 

assertive [a's3:rtiv] adj [person] who states 
their opinions, wishes etc firmly □ She has a 
confident and assertive manner. 

assess [a'ses] vt -1. [somebody's ability, perform¬ 
ance] to decide the quality of <sthg> by 
looking at it closely □ Staff are assessed each 
year on their work. -2. [situation, development] to 
give one’s opinion about <sthg> by thinking 
carefully about it □ How would you assess the 
mood on the shop floor? -3. [property, tax] to 
calculate the value or cost of <sthg> □ Dam¬ 
ages were assessed at $50,000. 

assessment [a'sesmont] n: see assess □ student 
assessment □ What is your assessment of the 
current economic climate? 

assessor [a'sesa1-] n finance a person whose 
job is to assess property, damages, or tax. 

asset ['asset] n -1. a skill or quality that is 
valuable and useful □ Julie's knowledge of 
Japanese is a real asset. -2. a person whose 
skills or qualities are very useful to an or¬ 
ganization □ He's a great asset to the company. 

♦ assets npl business the things of value that 
belong to a person or company and that can 
be sold to pay debts □ The company has as¬ 
sets of over $3 million. 

asset-stripping [-.stripirj] n the practice of 
buying a company at a low price and then 
selling its assets to make a profit, 

assiduous [a'sid3U3s] adj [worker] who is care¬ 
ful and gives a lot of attention to detail, 

assiduously [s'sidsossli] adv-. see assiduous □ 
Sam has worked assiduously throughout the year. 

assign [a'sain] vt -1. to assign sthg to sb/sthg 
[resources, money, time] to give sthg to sb/ 
sthg for a particular purpose □ Most of the 
budget for this year has already been assigned to 
specific projects. ■ to assign sthg to sb, to as¬ 

sign sb sthg [work, job] to give sb sthg to do □ 
I was assigned the task of writing the report. 
-2. to assign sb to sthg [to a job, department] 
to choose sb for sthg □ Two FBI men were as¬ 
signed to the case. □ Paul Johnson has been as¬ 
signed to look into their accounts. 

assignation [.aesig'neifn] n a secret meeting 
with somebody, especially a lover (formal or 
humorous use). 

assignment [a'sainmant] n -1. a particular task 
given to somebody, especially as part of 
their work □ My first assignment was to cover 
the New York Marathon. -2. see assign □ Her as¬ 
signment to the post met with widespread ap¬ 
proval. 

assimilate [a'simaleitj o vt -1. [facts, idea] to 
understand completely and be able to use 
<new information> □ Some students find it 
difficult to assimilate new vocabulary. -2. [immi¬ 
grant, member, staff] to accept <sb> as part of 
one’s group or country □ They were gradually 
assimilated into the local community, o vi [immi¬ 
grant, member, staff] Some ethnic groups find it 
harder to assimilate than others. 

assimilation [a.sima'leijri] n: see assimilate. 

assist [a'sist] vt to help <sb> to do a particu¬ 
lar thing □ They were sent in to assist the aid 
workers with the relief effort. □ There are a num¬ 
ber of grants available to assist you with the initial 
expenses. □ Our staff will be happy to assist 
you. 

assistance [s'sistans] n help in doing a par¬ 
ticular thing □ He cannot walk without assis¬ 
tance. □ ‘Ring for assistance.' □ The industry is 
receiving financial assistance from the govern¬ 
ment. m to be of assistance to help somebody 
□ Can I be of any assistance? 

assistant [a'sistant] n -1. [in a company, organi¬ 
zation] a person whose job is to help some¬ 
body and who works for them □ a sales and 
promotions assistant □ an assistant producer/ 
manager. -2. GB [in a store] a person who 
works in a store, selling things to customers. 

associate [adj & n a'soojiat, vh a'soufieit] 
o adj -1. an associate member a member 
who has only some of the rights and privi¬ 
leges held by a normal member of an organ¬ 
ization. -2. an associate director/partner a 
director/partner who has equal or slightly 
lower status. 

On a person that one has contact with, es¬ 
pecially at work □ He's a business associate of 
mine. 

o vt -1. to associate sb/sthg with sb/sthg to 
connect sb/sthg with sb/sthg in one’s mind 
□ People associate California with sunshine and 
healthy living. -2. to be associated with sthg to 
be connected with sthg □ the problems associ¬ 
ated with nuclear power □ the diseases that are 
associated with heavy smoking. -3. to be associ¬ 
ated with sb/sthg to be involved with sb/ 
sthg as a partner, participant etc □ She re¬ 
fused to be associated with the venture. 

o vi to associate with sb to spend a lot of 
time with sb □ He is believed to have associat¬ 
ed with the Mafia. 

association [a.soosi'eifn] n -1. a group of peo- 
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pie or companies with a shared interest □ a 
tenants' association □ the American Automobile 
Association. -2. [with a person, company] the 
process of being involved with somebody or 
something as a partner, participant etc □ 
They denied any association with the terrorist 
group. □ The program was made in association 
with German television. -3. [of an idea, place! a 
connection one has in one’s mind with a 
particular memory, idea, feeling etc □ The 
place has unpleasant associations for me. 

assorted [s'soittsd] adj including different 
types of the same thing □ cold cuts with as¬ 
sorted seasonings. 

assortment [s'sotttmsnt] n a collection of simi¬ 
lar things that have different shapes, colors, 
sizes etc □ He arrived at the station with an as¬ 
sortment of boxes and packages. 

asst, abbr of assistant. 

assuage [3'sweid3] vt (formal use) -1. [grief, guilt! 
to make <a feeling> less strong □ Laurence 
tried in vain to assuage the woman's fears. -2. 
[thirst, hunger) to satisfy <a need or desire> 
□ a thirst for revenge that could never be as¬ 
suaged. 

assume [aVuim] vt -1. to assume (that)... to 
believe that something is true without hav¬ 
ing any proof □ We can't assume Ithat) these 
figures are accurate. □ Let's assume interest 
rates will come down soon. □ The information is 
assumed to be correct. -2. [post, duty] to accept 
or take <a position of power or responsibil- 
ity> □ He's assumed control of the firm. □ Gen¬ 
eral Bancroft assumed command of the army. 
-3. [tone, expression, manner] to start using <a 
particular way of behaving> in order to give 
a particular impression □ She assumed an air 
of indifference. 

assumed name [3,sJu:md-] n a name used by 
somebody that is not their real name. 

assuming [s'siuimir)] conj a word used to 
introduce something that one believes to be 
true or very likely and that is a condition for 
something else □ Assuming (that) there's no de¬ 
lay, we should arrive at ten thirty. 

assumption [s'sAmpJn] « -1. something that 
one believes is true without having any 
proof □ Try not to make too many assumptions 
about what actually happened. □ We are working 
on the assumption that our bid will be successful. 
-2. [of a post, duty] see assume. 

♦ Assumption n the Assumption the occasion 
when the Virgin Mary was taken into heav¬ 
en; the day when this is celebrated by Ro¬ 
man Catholics. 

assurance [s'Juarsns] n -l. a statement in 
which one says that something is definitely 
true or promises something □ He gave us his 
written assurance that it would not happen again. 
□ Despite repeated assurances, they failed to de¬ 
liver the goods on time. -2. calm confidence □ 
She spoke with assurance. -3. GB 81 CAN finance 

life insurance □ an assurance company/policy. 

assure [a'fuaT vt -1. to assure sb that... to tell 
sb something firmly in order to make them 
less worried or doubtful □ He assured us that 
the building was safe. □ It certainly wasn't our 

mistake, I can assure you. □ They assured us of 
their good intentions. -2. to be assured of sthg 
[of success, victory] to be certain of getting 
sthg □ The Danes are assured of a gold medal. 

assured [3'Ju3rd] adj [voice, manner, person] that 
seems calm and confident □ a smartly-dressed 
and assured young man. 

AST (abbr of Atlantic Standard Time) n the lo¬ 
cal time used in winter in eastern Canada 
and parts of the West Indies, 

asterisk ['aestsrisk] ti a symbol shaped like a 
star (*) that is often used to refer the reader 
to a note at the bottom of the page. 

Asterix ['aestsriks] a character from a French 
cartoon strip set in a time when France was 
part of the Roman Empire. Asterix and his 
friend Obelix fight the Romans, and often 
defeat them in battles. 

astern [3'st3:rn] adv [stand, move] at or toward 
the stern. 

asteroid [’sstsroid] n a large lump of rock that 
moves around the Sun. 

asthma [US 'aezms, GB 'aes-] n a disease that 
causes difficulty in breathing, 

asthmatic [US aez'maetik, GB aes-] o adj [person, 
attack] see asthma, o n a person who suffers 
from asthma. 

astigmatism [s'stigmstizm] « imperfect vision 
that is caused by a problem with the lens in 
the eye. 

astonish [s'stDmJ] vt to surprise <sb> very 
much □ The success of the book astonished 
everyone. 

astonished [a'stDniJt] adj [person, look] very 
surprised □ I'm astonished to hear (that) she's 
leaving. □ We were astonished at the result. 

astonishing [a'stonij'n)] adj [news, success, re¬ 
sult] very surprising. 

astonishment [s'stDnifmsnt] n a feeling of 
great surprise a To my astonishment he actually 
agreed. □ She looked at me in astonishment. 

astound [a'staund] vt to make <sb> feel very 
surprised and a little shocked □ What really 
astounded me was his complete lack of interest 
in his patients. 

astounded [a'staondsd] adj [person] who is 
very surprised at something that is hard to 
believe □ / was astounded at his rudeness. 

astounding [s'staundirj] adj [behavior, result] so 
surprising or good that it is hard to believe □ 
She's an astounding performer. 

astrakhan [.aestrs'kien] n gray or black curly 
fur made from the wool of lambs and often 
used to make coats and hats, 

astray [s'strei] adv to go astray [letter, package] 
to get lost □ My pen seems to have gone 
astray. ■ to lead sb astray to encourage or 
cause sb to behave in a bad or immoral way 
that is not usual for them, 

astride [s'straid] prep with one leg on either 
side of <a horse, bicycle> etc □ He was sitting 
astride a powerful-looking motorbike. 

astringent [3'strind33nt] o adj -1. [lotion] that 
is able to tighten the skin; [drug] that is put 
on a wound to stop it from bleeding. 
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-2. [remark, criticism] severe, o h an astringent 
drug or lotion. 

astrologer [3'strDtad33r] « a person who uses 
astrology and predicts what will happen in 
the future. 

astrological [,aestr3'lDd3ikl] adj [sign, prediction, 
chart] see astrology. 

astrologist [a'strobdsast] n = astrologer. 

astrology [3'strDbd3i] n the study of the posi¬ 
tions and movements of the Sun, Moon, 
stars, and planets in the belief that they in¬ 
fluence a person’s character and behavior, 

astronaut ['asstranoit] tt a person who is 
trained to travel in a spacecraft, 

astronomer [a'stronamaf] n a scientist who 
studies astronomy. 

astronomical [.aestra'riDmikl] adj -1. [instrument, 
research] see astronomy. -2. [amount, size, price] 
very large □ She's a good lawyer, but her fees 
are astronomical. 

astronomy [a'strrmarru] n the scientific study 
of the Sun, Moon, stars, planets etc. 

astrophysics [,®strou'fiziks] n the scientific 
study of the physical and chemical proper¬ 
ties of the Sun, Moon, stars, planets etc. 

Astroturf™ ['®strout3:rf] « a green plastic ma¬ 
terial that looks like grass and is used as a 
playing surface for sports, 

astute [a'stJuit] adj [person] that shows intelli¬ 
gence and an ability to understand people 
and situations □ an astute negotiator □ That 
was an astute move/investment. 

asunder [a'sAnd3r] adv to tear sthg asunder to 
tear sthg apart or into pieces (literary use). 

ASV (abbr of American Standard Version) n the 
ASV an American translation of the Bible, 

asylum [s'sailam] n -1. protection given by a 
government to somebody who has left a 
foreign country for political reasons □ She 
sought political asylum. -2. a mental hospital, 

asymmetrical [.eisi'metnkl] adj that has two 
sides or parts which are different in size or 
shape. 

at [stressed ®t, unstressed at] prep -1. used with 
places, especially places where an activity is 
taking place □ They arrived at the airport. □ We 
met at the hotel/campsite. □ She studied at Har¬ 
vard. □ / live at 23, Eton Square. ■ at my father's 
at my father’s house □ We had dinner at Jane's 
last night. -2. used to describe the exact posi¬ 
tion of something □ The car stopped at the traf¬ 
fic lights. □ There was a door at the end of the 
corridor. □ Turn left at the post office. -3. used 
with events that somebody is attending □ I’ll 
see you at the conference/party. -4. at home/ 
school/work in one’s home/school/work 
(used with places where somebody lives, 
studies, works etc) □ I'm not at the office/ 
factory today. □ Their daughter is at college in the 
States. -5. used to describe direction. ■ to 
look at sb/sthg to look in the direction of 
sb/sthg □ The children stood gazing at the ani¬ 
mals. □ She stared/shouted at him. ■ to shoot at 
sb to shoot toward sb with the intention of 
hitting them □ He threw a stone at the window. 
-6. used to describe an exact time. ■ at elev¬ 

en o'clock/midnight when it is eleven 
o’clock/midnight □ The bus arrives at 11:45 am. 
□ We set out at noon/daybreak. □ We arranged to 
meet at a later date. ■ at Christmas during the 
period of Christmas □ What are you doing at 
Easter? -7. used to describe an exact age, 
speed, price etc. ■ she retired at (the age of) 
60 she retired when she was 60 years old. ■ 
we sell jeans at £15 a pair jeans cost £15 a 
pair to our customers. ■ we are flying at (a 
height of) 30,000 feet the plane is 30,000 feet 
above the ground. -8. used after certain ad¬ 
jectives describing feelings, abilities etc. ■ 
amused at sthg amused because of sthg □ / 
was appalled/delighted at the news. ■ good/bad 
at sthg able/not able to do sthg well □ I'm 
useless at languages. -9. to be at work/play etc 
to be working/playing etc □ The country is at 
peace/war. □ She’s out at lunch right now. -10. 

phrase to be at one's best to be in one's best 
condition □ / wasn't at my best on Monday 
night. □ This is French cooking at its finest. 

♦ at all adv used for emphasis in negative 
sentences and in questions □ She's not at all 
happy about the decision. □ You can have any¬ 
thing at all. □ Do you know her at all? ■ not at all 
used as a polite reply when somebody has 
said thank you; used as a polite way of an¬ 
swering a request □ "It was kind of you to 
help." — "Not at all." □ "Do you mind if I sit 
here?" — "Not at all." 

♦ at that adv used to give extra information 
about something □ All I got for my birthday was 
a bottle of wine, and a cheap one at that! 

ate [eit] past tense of eat. 

atheism [’eiGnzm] n the belief that there is no 
God. 

atheist [‘eiGiast] n a person who does not be¬ 
lieve that God exists. 

Athens ['®Ganz] the capital of Greece and the 
largest city in both ancient and modem 
Greece, population: 748,110. 

athlete [’aeGliit] « a person who takes part in 
sports that involve physical strength or 
speed, e.g. running or jumping. 

athlete's foot n a disease of the foot that af¬ 
fects the skin between the toes and on the 
sole so that it becomes sore and cracked. 

athletic [aeG’letik] adj -1. [person] who is physi¬ 
cally fit and good at sports □ a strong athletic 
body. -2. (competition, excellence] that is con¬ 
nected with athletics. 

♦ athletics npl sports that involve strength or 
speed, e.g. running, throwing, or jumping. 

Atlanta [$t'l®nta] the state capital of Georgia, 
USA. population: 394,017. 

Atlantic [at'lsntik]: the Atlantic (Ocean) the 
large ocean that separates the Americas 
from Europe and Africa □ the Atlantic coast/ 
climate/crossing. 

Atlantis [st'laentis] an island that is supposed 
to have sunk into the Atlantic Ocean in an¬ 
cient times. 

atlas L'aetbs] n a book of maps. 

Atlas: the Atlas Mountains a group of moun- 
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tain ranges in northwestern Africa, highest 

point: 4,165 m. 

ATM {abbr of automatic teller machine) n a ma¬ 
chine outside a bank that gives out cash in 
the form of bills to customers who key in a 
special code. 

atmosphere ['aetmasfia1)] n -1. [around a planet] 

the gases that surround the Earth, planets, 
stars etc □ the Earth's atmosphere. -2. [in a 

room] the air in a particular place □ a hot, 
sticky atmosphere. -3. [of a town, house] the 
character or mood of a place, especially be¬ 
cause of the people there □ The office has a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 

atmospheric [.aetmas'ferik] adj -1. [pressure, 

pollution] that is connected with the Earth’s 
atmosphere. -2. [movie, music, scene] that has 
a special mood, often a mysterious or excit¬ 
ing one. 

ATO (abbr of Australian Taxation Office) n the 
ATO the Australian government department 
responsible for collecting taxes. 

atoll ['aetDl] n a circular coral reef or group of 
coral islands around a lagoon. 

atom I'aetom] n -1. physics the smallest amount 

of a substance that can combine and react 

with other substances. -2. an atom of sthg a 

very small amount of sthg o There's not an 
atom of truth in it. 

atom bomb n a bomb which explodes be¬ 
cause of the energy that is released when 
atoms are split. 

atomic [a'tDmik] adj -1. [power station, subma¬ 

rine, weapon] that uses or is produced by 
atomic energy □ atomic power □ an atomic re¬ 
actor. -2. [structure, weight] that is connected 
with the atom. 

atomic bomb n = atom bomb. 

atomic energy n the energy that is released 
as a result of splitting or combining atoms. 

Atomic Energy Authority n the Atomic Ener¬ 
gy Authority the British government agency 
that controls research and development in 
atomic energy. 

Atomic Energy Commission n the Atomic 
Energy Commission the US government 
agency that controls research and develop¬ 
ment in atomic energy. 

atomic number « the number given to el¬ 
ements in the periodic table that indicates 
the number of protons in the nucleus of an 

atom. 

atomizer, -iser ['aet3maiz3r] n a device used to 
spray a liquid, e.g. a perfume or medicine, 
by forcing it through a small opening. 

atone [a'toun] vi to atone for sthg [for one's 

sins, crime, bad behavior] to show that one is 
sorry for sthg bad that one has done by do¬ 
ing something good □ He was anxious to atone 
for his past misdeeds. 

atonement [a'tounmant] tt: see atone □ It was a 
gesture of atonement for wrongs committed dur¬ 

ing the war. 

A to Z n gb a street plan of a town, with an 

alphabetical list of street names. 

ATP tt abbr of Association of Tennis Profession¬ 
als. 

atrocious [a'troufas] adj -1. [treatment, crime] 
that is very cruel and violent in a way that 
shocks people □ an atrocious act of cruelty. 
-2. [handwriting, conditions] that one thinks is 
very bad □ The weather/His behavior was atro¬ 
cious. 

atrocity [s'trasati] (j?l atrocities) n a very cruel 
and violent act that shocks people □ The 
army was accused of committing atrocities 
against innocent civilians. 

attach [a'taetf] vt -1. to join or fix <sthg> to 
something else with a pin, clip etc □ Please 
attach a recent photograph to your application. 
-2. to attach significance/importance etc to 
sthg [to a fact, event, remark] to consider sthg 
to be significant/important etc □ The univer¬ 
sity attaches a great deal of importance to individ¬ 
ual tuition. 

attache [US ,seta'Jei, GB a'taejei] « a member of 
staff of an embassy who has expert knowl¬ 
edge of a particular subject □ a commercial at¬ 
tache. 

attache case n a thin briefcase that is used 
for carrying documents and papers. 

attached [s'taetjt] adj -1. [object] that is joined 
or fixed to something else □ Please refer to 
the attached leaflet for further details. □ a baby 
buggy with a sunshade attached. -2. to be at¬ 
tached to sthg [to a group, organization] to be 
working with sthg, usually for a short peri¬ 
od of time □ He was attached to the WHO for a 
few months. -3. to be attached to sb/sthg to 
be fond of sb/sthg □ I've grown very attached 
to this old sweater. 

attachment [a'taetjmsnt] n -1. [for a device, 
piece of equipment] an extra part that can be 
attached to a machine to do a particular job 
□ a food mixer with a grinder attachment. -2. [to 
a person, object] a feeling of fondness for 
somebody or something □ She forms attach¬ 
ments easily. 

attack [a'taek] o « -1. [by fighting, hitting] an act 

of physical violence against somebody □ The 
attack was racially motivated. □ The recent spate 
of attacks on tourists is causing concern. -2. 
military an attempt by an army to capture 

or destroy a place belonging to the enemy □ 
The Serbs had launched an attack on Mostar. 
-3. [in words, writing] a speech, statement, or 

piece of writing that contains strong criti¬ 

cism □ He launched a scathing attack on the 
press. -4. [of an illness] a sudden and severe 

period of a particular kind of pain or illness 

a an attack of asthma/indigestion. -5. an attack 
of nerves/shyness etc a sudden feeling of 

nervousness/shyness etc that one cannot 

control □ He had a panic/an anxiety attack, 
o vt -1. Iperson] to use violence to hurt <sb> 

physically □ He was attacked on his way home. 
-2. military to try to capture or destroy <a 

place belonging to the enemy>. -3. [person, 

idea, proposal] to criticize <sb/sthg> strongly 

□ She wrote an article attacking government eco¬ 
nomic policies. -4. [body, plant, tree] to have a 
damaging effect on <sthg> □ The disease at- 
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tacks the immune system. -5. [work, question] to 
start to deal with <a problem or job> with 
energy and determination □ Let's go and at¬ 
tack those dirty dishes! 
o vi -1. [person, animal] to try to hurt another 
person or animal physically. -2. military to 
start using weapons against an enemy in or¬ 
der to defeat them or destroy a place. 
-3. sport to try to score goals or points in 
soccer, hockey etc by moving forward 
against the other team. 

attacker [a'tsek3r] « -1. a person who physical¬ 
ly attacks somebody □ She described her at¬ 
tacker as tall, with long black hair. -2. sport one 
of the players in a team whose main role is 
to score goals or points. 

attain [a'tem] vt [goal, success, knowledge] to 
get or achieve <sthg that one wants>, 
usually with some effort or after a period of 
waiting □ She strives to attain perfection in 
everything she does. 

attainable [a'temabl] adj [target, goal] that can 
be achieved □ Set yourself attainable goals. 

attainment [a'teinmant] n -1. one's attain¬ 
ments skills that one usually acquires with 
some effort or over a period of time □ literary 
attainments □ educational attainments. -2. see at¬ 
tain □ one of the many ways of measuring attain¬ 
ment in the classroom. 

attempt [a'tempt] o « the act of trying to do 
something □ He made no attempt to help. □ 
They raised my salary in an attempt to persuade 
me to stay. □ Stephen made a faint attempt at a 
smile. ■ an attempt on sb's life an attempt to 
kill sb. o vt to try to do <sthg difficult, dan¬ 
gerous, or unusual> at a particular time □ 
They're attempting a takeover of the MCT corpo¬ 
ration. □ an attempted suicide/murder □ They're 
attempting to extradite the terrorists. 

attend [a'tend] o vt -1. [meeting, conference] to 
be present at <an event> □ The service was 
attended by the President and his wife. -2. 
[school, church] to go regularly to <a place 
where people in a particular group meet>. 
o vi to be present at a meeting, conference 
etc □ Unfortunately I was unable to attend. 

♦ attend to vt fus -1. to attend to sthg [to a 

problem, matter, one's work] to deal with sthg 
□ Is there any more business to attend to? -2. to 
attend to sb [to a customer, child] to take care 
of sb □ Dr. Harris was attending to a patient 
when I arrived. 

attendance [a'tendans] n -1. the number of 
people who are present at an event or who 
go to a school, church etc □ Attendance has 
fallen off recently. □ The school has a poor at¬ 
tendance record. -2. see attend □ We do insist 
on regular attendance. 

attendant [a'tendsnt] o n a person whose job 
is to help the public in a particular place □ a 
museum/cloakroom attendant, o adj [difficulties, 

problems] that are linked to what has just 
been mentioned (formal use) □ high-speed trav¬ 
el and its attendant dangers. 

attention [a'tenfn] o n -1. the state in which 
one is looking at and thinking about some¬ 
body or something at the same time, usually 

as a sign that one is interested □ Can / have 
your attention please! □ World attention is fo¬ 
cused on the plight of the hostages. □ She likes 
to be the center of attention. □ This job requires a 
lot of attention to detail. ■ to bring sthg to sb's 
attention, to draw sb's attention to sthg to 
make sb notice sthg such as a problem □ 
She drew his attention to an error in the text. ■ 
to attract or catch sb's attention to make sb 
notice one □ She tried to attract his attention by 
honking her horn. ■ to pay attention to sb/sthg 
to listen to and watch sb/sthg very carefully 
□ Pay no attention to him, he's in a bad mood 
this morning. □ Pay particular attention to spelling. 
■ 'for the attention of...' a phrase used on a 
memo, fax, letter etc to say who it is for. 
-2. the act of taking care of or dealing with 
somebody or something □ This matter requires 
your immediate attention. □ She needs medical 
attention. -3. military to stand to attention to 
stand straight and not move. 

o excl a word used to tell soldiers to stand 
to attention. 

attentive [a’tentiv] adj -1. [audience, pupil] who 
pays attention □ Sarah was a bright, attentive 
student. -2. [staff] who is helpful and caring □ 
We try to be attentive to the needs of our guests. 
□ a most attentive host. 

attentively [s'tentivli] adv: see attentive □ They 
listened attentively to what I had to say. 

attenuate [a'tenjueit] vt to reduce <the size, 
strength, value> etc of something (formal 
use). 

attest [a'test] o vt to attest that... to say, 
show, or prove that something is true, o vi: 
His diaries attest to the fact that his family was 
very important to him. 

attic ['aetik] n a room or space just beneath 
the roof of a house, used to store things. 

attire [a'tai3r] n the clothes that somebody is 
wearing (formal use) □ The men were in formal 
attire. 

attitude ['aetabuid] n -1. the way that one 
thinks and feels about something or some¬ 
body □ They take a relaxed attitude to or toward 
latecomers. -2. the way that one behaves to¬ 
ward somebody □ / don't like his attitude. -3. a 
confident and slightly aggressive manner (in¬ 
formal use) □ That boy has attitude! 

Attlee ['aetli], Clement (1883-1967) British 
Prime Minister from 1945 to 1951. His gov¬ 
ernment introduced the National Health Ser¬ 
vice, nationalized many industries, and gave 
independence to India and Burma. 

attn abbr of for the attention of. 

attorney [3't3:rni] n US a person whose job is 
to give people legal advice and to represent 
them in court. 

attorney general (pi attorneys general) « an 
important government official in charge of 
legal affairs. 

attract [a'traskt] vt -1. [tourists, customers] 'to 

cause <sb> to come by offering something 
they want □ The book fair attracts publishers 
from all over the world. □ The Chamber of Com¬ 
merce is trying to attract business to the area. 
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-2. to be attracted to sb to find sb attractive 
□ I've always been attracted to older men. 
-3. [criticism, interest] to be the cause of <a 
particular reaction from people> □ The propos¬ 
als attracted widespread support. -4. [dust, dirt] 

to cause <sthg> to move near or settle □ 
Magnets attract metal objects. □ Honey attracts 
wasps. 

attraction [a'traskjn] n -1. the feeling one has 
for somebody when one is attracted to 
them □ They felt an instant attraction to each 
other. -2. [of a place, idea) the quality that 
something has of being interesting or pleas¬ 
ant □ My wife loves golf but I don't see the at¬ 
traction myself. -3. [for tourists, visitors] an 
event or place that attracts people to it □ a 
tourist attraction. 

attractive [a'traektiv] adj -1. [person, body, face] 

that has a pleasant appearance, especially in 
a way that people find sexually interesting; 
[object, place] that has a pleasant appearance 
□ I've always found her attractive. □ The house is 
situated in a very attractive spot. -2. [offer, salary, 

investment] that makes people want it be¬ 
cause they are likely to benefit from it □ We 
offer attractive terms for borrowers. 

attractively [a'traektivli] adv -1. attractively 
arranged/designed etc arranged/designed etc 
in a way that is pleasant to look at □ an at¬ 
tractively illustrated brochure. -2. attractively 
priced [goods, house] not expensive. 

attributable [a'tribjstsbl] adj to be attributable 
to sthg to be likely to be caused by sthg □ 
The drop in revenue is directly attributable to our 
declining market share. 

attribute [vb a'tribjuit, « 'aetribjuit] o vr -1. to 
attribute sthg to sthg [success, failure, win] to 
believe sthg to be the result of sthg □ The 
collapse of the peace talks is being attributed to 
extremists. □ What do you attribute his immense 
popularity to? -2. to attribute sthg to sb [paint¬ 

ing, poem, remark] to say that sthg was said, 
written, painted etc by sb □ The drawing has 
been attributed to Mantegna, o n a particular 
qual- ity or feature of somebody or something 
□ physical/mental attributes □ One can count hon¬ 
esty and fairness amongst her many attributes. 

attribution [,aetri'bjuijn] n: see attribute. 

attrition [s'trifn] « -1. a war of attrition a fight, 
war, or dispute in which one side is weak¬ 
ened by repeated attacks. -2. US business a 
reduction in the number of employees in a 
company because some resign, retire, or die. 

attuned [a'tiuind] adj to be attuned to sthg to 
understand and appreciate sthg □ / gradually 
became attuned to their way of thinking. 

Atty. Gen. abbr of Attorney General. 

ATV {abbr of all terrain vehicle) « a strongly 
built motor vehicle with three or four 
wheels, for use on rough ground. 

atypical [ei'tipikl] adj not typical. 

aubergine ['oub3r3i:n] n GB a vegetable with 
shiny purple skin and soft white flesh. 

auburn ['o:b3rn] adj [hair] reddish-brown. 

Auckland [’oikland] the largest city and main 

port of New Zealand, in the northern part 
of North Island, population: 840,000. 

auction ['oikfn] o n a sale where items are 
sold to the person who offers the most 
money □ The house is to be sold at or by auc¬ 
tion. m to put sthg up for auction to offer sthg 
for sale at an auction, o vt [car, house, proper¬ 

ty] to sell <sthg> at an auction. 
♦ auction off vt sep to auction sthg off to auc¬ 

tion sthg. 

auctioneer [.oikJVnia1] n a person whose job 
is to call out the prices that people bid at an 
auction and to accept the highest bid. 

AUD abbr of Australian dollar, 

audacious [oi'deijas] adj [person, plan, remark] 

that is daring and takes risks, 

audacity [oi'daessti] tv. see audacious □ He had 
the audacity to say it wasn't good enough. 

Auden [bidn], W. H. (1907-1973) a British 
poet whose modem style of writing influ¬ 
enced many other writers in the 1930s and 
1940s. He became a US citizen in 1946. 

audible ['oidsbl] adj [sound, voice] that can be 
heard □ His words were barely audible, o The 
background noise was audible on the recording. 

audience [’oidjans] n -1. the people listening 
to or watching a concert, play, TV program 
etc; the people who read the books of a par¬ 
ticular author □ She invited a member of the 
audience up on stage. □ Her novels deserve to 
have a wider audience. -2. a formal meeting 
with an important person □ He was granted 
an audience with the Pope. 

audio ['o:diou] adj audio equipment/tape 
equipment/tape that records or reproduces 
sound □ an audio recording. 

audiotypist ['oidiootaipsst] « GB a person 
whose job is to type letters, memos etc that 
have been recorded on a tape recorder, 

audiovisual [,3:diou'vi3<j3l] adj [equipment, ma¬ 

terial] that involves the use of pictures and 
recorded sounds. 

audit ['Didst] o n an official examination, 
usually once a year, of the accounts of a 
company, an organization, or a person □ a 

routine audit of the company's records, o vt 
-1. [company, organization, person] to carry out 
the audit of <sb/sthg>. -2. [class] to go to <a 
course> at college or university without tak¬ 

ing exams. 

audition [oi'difn] o n a short performance by 
a performer, e.g. an actor or musician, for a 
possible employer, o vi to perform in an 
audition □ Laura's auditioning for a part in the 
new musical. 

auditor ['oiditsH n a person whose job is to 
audit accounts. 

auditorium [.oidi'toiriam] {pi auditoriums or 
auditoria [-ria]) « -1. the part of a theater or 
concert hall where the audience sits. -2. a 
building for public meetings. 

Audubon ['oidsbon], John James (1785- 
1851) a US artist and naturalist, well-known 
for his paintings of birds, 

au fait [ou'fei] adj to be au fait with sthg GB 
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[with a system, procedure] to know sthg □ He 
didn't seem very au fait with the regulations. 

Aug. abbr of August. 

augment [oig'ment] vt [amount, number, income] 

to make- <sthg> bigger or larger by adding 
something to it (formal use) □ a revised and 
augmented edition of the dictionary. 

augur [‘o:gar] vt to augur well/badly to be a 
sign that things will go well/badly in the fu¬ 
ture □ These disagreements augur badly for next 
week's meeting. 

august [oi'gAst] adj [gathering, person] that 
seems dignified and impressive (literary use). 

August, ['oigast] n the eighth month of the 
year in the Western calendar; see also Febru¬ 
ary. • 

Auld Lang Syne [.oddlasg'zain] n a Scottish 
song that is sung at midnight on December 
31 to celebrate the New Year, 

aunt [US tent, GB amt] n the sister of one’s 
mother or father; the wife of one’s uncle, 

auntie, aunty [us 'aenti, GB 'a:nti] [pi aunties) n 
= aunt (informal use). 

au pair [ou'pear] n a young woman, usually a 
foreigner, who lives with a family in order 
to learn the language, and helps with the 
housework or taking care of the family’s 
children. 

aura ['o:ra] n [of mystery, confidence] a particu¬ 
lar feeling or quality that seems to surround 
a person or place □ The town still has an aura 
of fading grandeur about it. 

aural ['o:ral] adj [skill, ability, comprehension] that 
is connected with hearing, 

aurally ['oirali] adv aurally handicapped deaf, 

auspices [’oispisiz] tipi under the auspices of 
sb/sthg with the support and approval of 
sb/sthg. 

auspicious [ai'spifas] adj [start, occasion, day] 

that makes one think that something will be 
successful in the future □ It was hardly an aus¬ 
picious beginning to the vacation. 

Aussie ['ozi] (informal use) o adj Australian, 
o « an Australian. 

Austen [Wan], Jane (1775-1817) a British 
novelist whose books, including Emma and 
Pride and Prejudice, describe middle-class 
English life. 

austere [D'sti3r] adj -1. [way of life, home] that 
is simple and has very little comfort or 
pleasure; [person, manner] very serious □ the 
simple and austere dress of a nun. -2. [room, 

building] that is plain and has no decoration □ 
The design of the house is austere and elegant, 
using simple geometric shapes. 

austerity [D'sterati] n -1. see austere. -2. dif¬ 
ficult economic conditions in which the 
amount of money people spend, e.g. on 
luxuries, has to be limited □ an austerity 
budget/program. 

Australasia [,Dstra'lei33] Australia, New Zea¬ 
land, Papua New Guinea, and their neigh¬ 
boring islands. 

Australia [D'streilja] a country that is an is¬ 
land lying between the Indian Ocean and 

the Pacific Ocean. It consists mainly of des¬ 
ert, with tropical forest in the north and 
most major cities in the south and east, size: 
7,700,000 sq kms. population: 17,800,000 
(.Australians). capital: Canberra, language: 
English, currency: Australian dollar. 

Australia Day n a public holiday in Australia, 
on the first Monday after January 26. 

W AUSTRALIA DAY 
Australia Day commemorates the landing of 
the first British convict ships in Australia in 
1788. It is a relaxed, informal public holi¬ 
day, when most people have a picnic or a 
barbecue with their family or friends. Some 
people hang flags outside their houses, and 
some cities have parades, street parties, and 
firework displays. 

Australian [D'streiljan] n & adj: see Australia. 

Australian Capital Territory a district in 
southeastern Australia that does not belong 
to any state. It contains Canberra, the capi¬ 
tal. population: 263,085. 

Australian Labor Party n —> ALP. 

Australian Rules football n an Australian 
game like rugby that is played on an oval 
pitch. Points are scored by kicking the ball 
between one of the two sets of posts at 
each end. Players are allowed to run with 
the ball, but they must bounce it every ten 
yards. 

Austria ['nstrio] a mountainous country in 
central Europe. It used to be the center of a 
large empire, and is now a republic, size: 

84,000 sq kms. population: 7,900,000 {Aus- 
trians). capital: Vienna, language: German. 
CURRENCY: schilling. 

Austrian ['Dstrian] n & adj: see Austria. 

AUT {abbr of Association of University Teach¬ 
ers) n the AUT a British labor union for teach¬ 
ers and researchers in higher education. 

authentic [a:'0entik] adj -1. [document, painting, 

food] that is real rather than an imitation □ 
Try Cafe Fidel for the authentic taste of Cuban 
cooking. -2. [account, testimony] that is accu¬ 
rate and can be believed □ an authentic ac¬ 
count of life in the prison camps. 

authenticate [o:'0entikeit] vt [painting, docu¬ 

ment] to prove that <sthg> is authentic. 

authenticity [,o:0en'tis3ti] n: see authentic □ Ex¬ 
perts have confirmed the authenticity of the 
sculpture. 

author ['o:0ar] n a writer of novels, articles, 
poems etc; the writer of a particular novel, 
article, poem etc □ the German author, Heinrich 
Mann □ The author of the book teaches at Yale. 

authoritarian [oi.Oora'tearian] adj [regime, par¬ 

ent, leader] who tells people what to do and 
does not let them make their own decisions 
(disapproving use). 

authoritative [us 3'0Drateitiv, gb -tativ] adj 
-1. [person, voice] that has authority and the 
power to make people obey □ My father was 
a tall,, authoritative figure. -2. [study, account] 

that is complete and accurate and can be 
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trusted □ an authoritative account of events lead¬ 
ing up to the war. 

authority [odGorsti] (pi authorities) n -1. an of¬ 

ficial group, e.g. a government department 

or an organization, that controls a particular 

activity for the public □ the local education 
authority. -2. [of a person, organization) the pow¬ 

er or right to control and give orders to peo¬ 

ple □ They have little respect for authority. □ 
They claim the UN has no authority to intervene. 
□ Each officer has authority over 500 men. □ It's 
for the people in authority to decide. -3. [to do 

something] official permission □ Who gave you 
the authority to enter the area? -4. [on a subject] 

an expert □ She's an authority on China. -5. to 
have it on good authority to believe some¬ 

thing because one heard it from somebody 

who can be trusted □ / have it on good author¬ 
ity that Simpson is intending to resign. 

♦ authorities npl the authorities the people 

who are in a position of authority, e.g. the 

government □ The authorities have got to do 
something about the state of the roads. 

authorization [.aiGarai'zeiJ'n] n: see authorize □ 
These expenses need your authorization. 

authorize, -ise ['oiGaraiz] vr [payment, loan] to 

give official permission for <sthg>, especial¬ 

ly by signing a document □ She is authorized 
to sign checks for the company. 

Authorized Version [.orGaraizd-] n the Author¬ 
ized Version the English translation of the 

Bible published in 1611. 

authorship ['o:03rJip] n [of a play, novel, poem] 

the fact of being the author of something □ 
No one has yet claimed authorship of the article. 

autistic [oi'tistik] adj [person] who suffers from 

a form of mental illness that makes commu¬ 

nication with other people very difficult, 

auto ['Ditou] {pi autos) n US a car a the auto in¬ 
dustry □ an auto accident. 

autobiographical [.ortabaia'graefikl] adj [novel, 

account, story] that describes events that took 

place in the life of the author, 

autobiography [.artabai'Dgrafi] (pi autobiogra¬ 
phies) tt the story of a person’s own life that 

is written by that person, 

autocrat [brtakraet] n a person who rules a 

state or company with complete power 

without asking the opinions of other people, 

autocratic [.orta'knetik] adj [person, rule, atti¬ 

tude] see autocrat a As a father he was stern 
and autocratic. 

autocross ['ortookros] n GB the sport of racing 
cars over rough grass. 

Autocue™ f'oitoukju:] « GB a device which 

shows people the words they have to say 

on television so that they can talk while 

looking directly at the camera, 

autofocus ['oitoufoukas] n a device in a cam¬ 

era that focuses the lens automatically, 

autograph [US 'oitagraef, GB -gra:f] On a fa¬ 

mous person’s signature, o vt [photo, book] to 

sign <sthg> with one’s autograph. 

Automat™ [bdamaet] « US a type of restau¬ 

rant where food can be bought from vend¬ 

ing machines. 

automata [ar'tomata] plural of automaton, 

automate ['oitameit] vt [process, factory] to 

change <sthg> so that the work is done by 

machines instead of people, 

automatic [.orta'maetik] o adj-1. [machine, weap¬ 

on] that can perform particular functions 

with little human control □ an automatic 
barrier/gearbox. -2. [gesture, response] that is 

done without thinking □ My automatic reac¬ 
tion was to deny it. -3. [penalty, right, increase] 

that always happens or follows as a result 

of something and cannot be avoided □ Ticket 
inspectors can impose an automatic fine of £10. □ 
Customers have no automatic entitlement to a re¬ 
fund. 
on-1. auto a car in which the gears change 

automatically as the speed increases and de¬ 

creases □ / learned to drive in an automatic. 
-2. military a gun that keeps reloading and 

firing automatically when the trigger is 

pressed. -3. a washing machine that washes, 

rinses, spins etc automatically, 

automatically [.aita'maetikli] odv [work, smile, 

increase] see automatic □ All members automati¬ 
cally receive free legal advice. □ The kettle 
switches off automatically. 

automatic pilot « -1. a device on an aircraft 

or ship that keeps it on course automatical¬ 

ly. -2. to be on automatic pilot [person] to be 

doing something without thinking about it, 

e.g. because one is tired or has done it 

many times before. 

automation [.oits'meij'n] n [of a process, factory] 

the use of machines to do jobs previously 

done by people □ Automation means that far 
fewer miners are now needed to work under¬ 
ground. 

automaton [oi'tDmatan] {pi automatons or 

automata) n -1. a robot. -2. a person who 

does things without thought or emotion 

(disapproving use), 

automobile ['oitamabiil] « a car. 

automotive [.oita'moutiv] adj [technology, indus¬ 

try] that is concerned with cars, 

autonomous [oi'tonsmas] adj [region, organiza¬ 

tion] that governs itself. 

autonomy [oi'tDnamiJ n [of a region, organization] 

the freedom to govern itself □ They're fighting 
to regain their autonomy. 

autopilot ['oitoupailat] n = automatic pilot. 

autopsy ['aitDpsi] (pi autopsies) n a medical 

examination of a dead body in order to find 

out why the person died, 

autoteller ['o:toutebr] n US & AUS a machine 

outside a bank that gives out cash in the 

form of bills to customers who key in a spe¬ 

cial code. 

autumn [brtam] n the season between sum¬ 

mer and winter when leaves change color 

and start to fall □ I'm going there in the or in 
autumn. □ autumn colors/leaves/weather. 

autumnal [or'tAmnal] adj [colors, equinox, weath¬ 

er] see autumn. 
auxiliary [org'ziljari] (pi auxiliaries) o adj 

-1. [staff, nurse, soldier] whose job is to pro¬ 

vide assistance to more highly qualified peo- 
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pie. -2. [equipment, generator] that is used when 

necessary in addition to the main equip¬ 

ment. o n -1. a person who helps more 

highly qualified people, especially nurses or 

soldiers □ nursing auxiliaries. -2. = auxiliary 
verb. 

auxiliary verb n a verb, e.g. be, do, or have, 
that is used with the main verb to show dif¬ 

ferences in tense, person, and voice. 

Av. abbr of avenue. 

AV o n abbr of Authorized Version, o abbr of 
audiovisual. 

avail [s'veil] o n to no avail without success □ 
We tried, but it was to little avail, o vt to avail 
oneself of sthg [of a facility, opportunity! to ac¬ 

cept or use sthg □ I availed myself of his serv¬ 
ices. 

availability [a.veita'bilsti] n: see available □ The 
industry relies heavily upon the availability of raw 
materials. 

available [s'veilsbl] adj -1. [product, service! that 

can be used, bought, or obtained □ We've 
tried all available sources. □ There are several op¬ 
tions available to us. □ ‘Cars available for rent.' 
-2. [person] who is not busy and can be met, 

spoken to, chosen for a job etc □ The senator 
was not available for comment. □ / can make my¬ 
self available to see him next week. 

avalanche [us 'aevslaenf, gb -la:nf] n -1. [of 

snow, rocks] a large amount of snow or rocks 

that falls down the side of a mountain □ 
Greg was killed in an avalanche. -2. [of com¬ 

plaints, calls] a large amount of things that ar¬ 

rive somewhere at the same time □ They 
received an avalanche of letters after the appeal. 

avant-garde [US ,a:va:n'ga:rd, GB ,aevr>g'ga:d] 

adj [theater, artist] modem and experimen¬ 
tal. 

avarice ['asvaris] n greed, especially for money 

(formal use). 

avaricious [.aeva'rijbs] adj [person] who shows 

avarice (formal use). 

avdp. (abbr of avoirdupoids) a system for 

measuring weight that uses ounces, pounds, 

hundredweights etc. 

Ave. abbr of avenue. 

avenge [a'vend3] vf [death, crime, wrong] to hurt 

or punish the person responsible for <sthg> 

□ Chet swore to avenge his sister's murder. 

avenue ['aevsniu:] tt -1. a wide street, often 

with trees or tall buildings on each side □ 
Fifth Avenue. -2. a possible way of achieving 

something □ We need to explore every avenue 
that is open to us. 

average ['asv3rid3] o n -1. a result calculated 

by adding together a number of figures and 

dividing the total by that number □ They pro¬ 
duce an average of ten new models a year. □ The 
game has increased his average by 24 points. 
-2. the normal amount or standard □ Class 
sizes here are above the national average. ■ on 
average a phrase used to describe a number 

that is the average of several different num¬ 

bers □ On average 100 people die every day from 
smoking-related diseases, 

o adj -1. [age, amount, salary] that represents 

an average □ Average earnings are around $100 
a week. -2. [person, product] that is typical □ 
The average American takes two weeks' vacation 
a year. -3. [work, performance] that is neither 
good nor bad □ The food was just average. □ 
This year's results were above average. 
o vt to do, make, get etc <a particular 
amount of sthg> on average □ The factory av¬ 
erages ten machines per day. 

♦ average out o vt sep to average sthg out 
[figures, amounts] to calculate the average of 
two or more numbers, o vi to average out at 
sthg to represent an average of sthg when 
calculated over a period of time □ The bills 
average out at $50 a month. 

averse [3'v3:rs] adj not to be averse to sthg to 
like sthg a I'm not averse to a glass of Scotch 
now and then. 

aversion [3'v3:rfn] n an aversion to sb/sthg a 
strong dislike for sb/sthg o That cruise did 
nothing to cure my aversion to boats. □ Sport is 
one of my pet aversions. 

avert [3'v3:rt] vt -1. [danger, accident] to stop 
<sthg bad> from happening □ Disaster was 
averted just in time. -2. to turn away cone’s 
eyes, gaze> etc in order not to see some¬ 
thing □ He politely averted his eyes as I opened 
the safe. 

aviary [’eivjari] {pi aviaries) n a large cage or 
building where birds are kept, 

aviation [.eivi'eijn] n the science or business 
of designing, building, and flying aircraft, 

avid ['aevid] adj an avid reader/supporter etc a 
very enthusiastic and eager reader/supporter 
etc □ avid viewers of this popular TV show. 

avidly [’aevsdli] adv [read, listen] see avid, 

avocado [.aevs'kcudoo] (pi avocados or avoca- 
does) m an avocado (pear) a pear-shaped 
tropical fruit with thin, hard, dark-green 
skin, pale-green flesh, and a large hard seed 
in the middle. 

avoid [a'void] vt -1. to prevent <a problem, ac¬ 

cident, mistake> etc from happening □ They 
are keen to avoid any kind of confrontation. ■ to 
avoid doing sthg to deliberately not do sthg, 

e.g. because it may be dangerous or cause 

problems □ Try to avoid giving them too much 
information. -2. to keep away from <a person, 

place, or thing>; to keep the conversation 

away from <a subject> □ / left early to avoid 
the rush hour. □ Stop trying to avoid the issue. 

avoidable [a'voidsbl] adj [accident, result, dis¬ 

ease] that can be avoided □ avoidable losses. 

avoidance [s'vaidans] n —* tax avoidance, 

avowed [s'vaud] adj -1. an avowed supporter/ 
opponent etc a person who has told every¬ 

body that they are a supporter/opponent etc 

of something □ He is an avowed atheist. -2. an 
avowed belief/intention a very strong belief/ 

intention □ It's my avowed belief that nuclear 
weapons are wrong. 

AWACS ['eiwaeks] (abbr of airborne warning 
and control system) n a US military aircraft 
used for watching the movements of enemy 
armies, planes etc. 

await [s'weit] vt -1. [person, event, reply] to 



65 awning 

wait for <sb/sthg> □ He is currently awaiting 
trial for drugs smuggling. -2. to be going to 
happen to <sb> in the future □ Who knows 
what discoveries await us in the next century? 

awake [a'weik] (pt awoke, pp awoken) o adj to 
be awake [person, animal] not to be sleeping □ 
Hey! Are you awake? □ Lewis was already awake 
by the time I arrived. ■ to be wide awake to be 
completely awake, o vt -1. (literary use) to 
wake <a person or animal> up □ / was awok¬ 
en by a noise in the night. -2. [curiosity, interest] 

to cause somebody to have <a particular 
feeling> □ His suspicions were awoken by the 
man's strange accent, o vi [person, animal] to 
wake up. 

awaken [a'weiksn] vi & vf = awake. 

awakening [a'weikanig] tt the start of a par¬ 

ticular feeling □ the awakening of sexual desire. 
■ to have a rude awakening to suddenly real¬ 

ize something that is difficult to accept. 

award [a'wo:rd] o tt -1. a prize or reward giv¬ 
en to somebody, usually for doing some¬ 
thing well □ the annual movie and television 
awards □ an award ceremony. -2. law a sum of 
money that a judge decides should be given 
to somebody □ a compensation award, o vt to 
award sb sthg, to award sthg to sb to give sb 
sthg as an award □ The court awarded her 
$1,000 in damages. □ The business prize was 
awarded to Splendid Productions. 

award wage tt in Australia, the minimum 

wage that can legally be paid for a particular 

type of work. 

aware [a'we3r] adj -1. to be aware of sthg [of a 

fact, situation, sb's existence] to know about 

sthg, especially sthg one understands □ Are 
you aware of the problems/risks involved? □ I'm 
well aware that this is not the perfect solution. 
-2. to be aware of sthg/sb to realize that 

sthg/sb is present because one can hear, 

smell, or see them □ / gradually became aware 
that they couldn't understand a word of what I 
was saying. -3. [person] who understands a lot 

about a particular subject because they think 

it is important □ She's very politically aware. 

awareness [a'weafias] tt: see aware □ I'Ve need 
to increase public awareness of the health risks. 

awash [a'wDj] adj -1. to be awash [floor] to be 
covered with water □ After the floods, the 
whole town was awash. -2. to be awash with 
sthg [with people, litter] to have a lot or too 
much of sthg □ The room was suddenly awash 
with cameras and lights. 

away [a'wei] o adv -1. to walk/move/drive 
away to walk/move/drive so that one is no 
longer in a place □ Go away and leave me 
alone! ■ to look or turn away to turn one’s 
head so that one is no longer looking at 
something. -2. he stood ten feet away he 
stood at a distance of ten feet from me □ / 
don't live far away — it's only ten minutes' walk. 
□ We live four miles away from the city center. 
-3. two days/a month away two days/a 
month in the future □ The exams are only a 
week away now. -4. to be away (from work/ 
school) not to be at work/school at a time 
when one would usually be there □ My boss 

was away on Tuesday because he had a cold. 
-5. to put sthg away to put sthg into a safe 

place where it cannot be seen □ She filed the 
papers away in a box on the shelf. -6. used to 

describe something that has disappeared. ■ 
the noise faded away the noise faded so that 

it could no longer be heard □ The lock on the 
gate had rusted away. ■ to give sthg away to 

give sthg to somebody so that one no long¬ 

er has it □ She gave all her money away to char¬ 
ity. ■ to take sthg away to move sthg so that 

it is no longer there □ The police towed the car 
away. -7. to talk away to keep talking □ He 
was happily singing away to himself. 
o adj sport [team, game] at the other team’s 

ground or stadium. 

awe [o:] tt a feeling of wonder and amaze¬ 

ment mixed with fear □ She gazed in awe at 
the ancient ruins above her. □ He was filled with 
awe. ■ to be in awe of sb to feel great respect 

and admiration for sb, so that one is a little 

frightened of them □ I've always been slightly 
in awe of Prof. Jacob. 

awesome ['oisam] adj [task, responsibility, pow¬ 
er] that causes feelings of awe, especially be¬ 

cause it is extremely difficult, large, power¬ 

ful etc □ The building was an awesome achieve¬ 
ment and we were very proud. 

awestruck ['oistrAk] adj [person] who is full of 

awe. 

awful l'o:fl] adj -1. [pain, weather] that one 

thinks is very bad □ We had a really awful time 
there. □ You look awful! □ How awful for you! 
-2. an awful lot a large amount; very much 

(informal use) □ There’s an awful lot of work to 
do. □ There's not an awful lot I can do about it. 

awfully ['o:fli[ adv awfully sorry/good/difficult 
etc very sorry/good/difficult etc (informal use) 

□ The weather is awfully hot. 

awhile [s'wail] adv [stay, wait] for a short time. 

awkward ['o:kw3rd[ adj -1. [person, movement] 
that shows no skill or grace □ He took a few 
awkward steps and then fell over. -2. [person, 
feeling] that is uncomfortable or embarrassed 

□ / felt awkward about accepting their invitation. 
-3. [person] who refuses to do what some¬ 

body wants (disapproving use) □ He's just being 
awkward. -4. [job, machine] that is difficult 

to do, use, carry etc; [shape, size, design] 
that makes something difficult to use, carry 

etc □ It’s an awkward place to find. □ The table 
was an awkward shape. -5. [situation, question, 
silence] that is embarrassing and difficult to 

deal with □ You've come at an awkward mo¬ 
ment. □ / don't want to put you in an awkward 
position. 

awkwardly ['o:kw3rdli] adv [move, behave, 
speak] see awkward □ She was perched awk¬ 
wardly on a bar stool. 

awkwardness ['oikwahinas] tt: see awkward □ / 

sensed a certain awkwardness in his manner. 

awl [oil] tt a pointed tool for making holes in 

wood or leather. 

awning [’o:nig] tt a piece of canvas or plastic 

attached to the front of a building or vehicle 

to provide shelter from the sun or rain. 



awoke 66 

awoke [a'wouk] past tense of awake. 

awoken [a'woukn] past participle of awake. 

AWOL ['eiwDl] abbr of absent without leave □ 
The new recruits have gone AWOL. 

awry [a'rai] adj -1. to be awry [picture, necktie] 

to be at an angle or twisted to one side in¬ 
stead of in the correct position. -2. to go 
awry [plan, test] to go wrong □ Things started 
to go awry just after you left the company. 

AWU (abbr of Australian Workers' Union) n one 
of the largest labor unions in Australia. 

ax US, axe GB [asks] o n a tool with a sharp 
metal blade attached to a handle, used for 
chopping wood. ■ to have an ax to grind to 
have a selfish reason for being involved in a 
particular situation □ / have no particular ax to 
grind in this matter, o vt to end <a project, 
job> etc very suddenly, especially because 
there is not enough money to continue it □ 
Management has axed 300 jobs at the Detroit 
plant. 

axes [’aeksiiz] plural of axis. 

axiom [’aeksiam] n a statement or principle 
that is generally accepted to be true. 

axiomatic baeksia'maetik] adj that is accepted 
as true by most people (formal use). 

axis ['aeksis] (pi axes) n -1. [of a planet] an im¬ 
aginary straight line that passes through the 
center of an object such as a planet, and 
that the object moves around □ The Earth ro¬ 
tates on its axis. -2. [of a shape] a real or im¬ 
aginary line that divides a regular shape into 
two equal parts. -3. [on a graph] one of the 
two lines along the edge of a graph, one 
horizontal and the other vertical. The hori¬ 
zontal line is usually called the X axis and 
the vertical line the Y axis. 

♦ Axis ti the Axis (Powers) a term used to re¬ 
fer to Germany, Italy, and Japan, who 
fought the Allies in World War II. 

axle ['aeksi] « a rod on which a wheel turns or 
which connects a pair of wheels in a car, 
truck, bus etc. 

ayatollah faia'tDb] n a religious leader of the 
Iranian Shiite Muslims. 

aye [ai] adv GB yes (regional use). 

♦ ayes npl the ayes the votes in favor of 
something at a meeting; the people who 
vote this way. ■ the ayes have it the major¬ 
ity of people have said yes. 

Ayers Rock ['esrz-] a large rock (867 m) in 
central Australia that is an important tourist 
attraction. It is a sacred place for Australian 
Aborigines, and their name for it is Uluru. 

AYH (abbr of American Youth Hostels) n the 
AYH the organization that runs youth hos¬ 
tels in the USA. 

AZ abbr of Arizona. 

azalea [s'zeilja] n a small evergreen bush with 
pink or purple flowers. 

Azores [US 'eizoirz, GB a'zaiz]: the Azores a 
group of volcanic islands in the Atlantic, be¬ 
longing to Portugal. SIZE: 2,247 sq kms. POPU¬ 
LATION: 241,794. capital: Ponta Delgada. 

AZT (abbr of azidothymidine) n a drug that is 
used in the treatment of AIDS. 

Aztec ['aeztek] o « a member of an Indian 
people who ruled central Mexico until the 
Spanish defeated them in 1519. o adj: Aztec 
gold. 

azure ['®33r] adj [sky, sea] bright blue (literary 
use). 

b [bi:] (pi b's or bs), B [bi:] (pi B's or Bs) n the 
second letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ B n -1. music one of the notes in Western 
music. -2. education a grade for a piece of 
work that is above average but not of the 
highest quality, 

b. abbr of born. 

BA « -1. (abbr of Bachelor of Arts) a first de¬ 
gree from a university in an arts or social 
science subject; a person who has this de¬ 
gree □ / have a BA in history. □ J. Scott BA □ 
She's a BA. -2. abbr of British Academy, 

babble [’baebl] o n the sound of several peo¬ 
ple talking at once □ / could hear the babble of 
excited voices in the hall, o vi to talk quickly 
so that one’s words are not clear □ She was 
babbling on about some great friend of hers. 

babe [beib] n -1. us a word that some people 
use when they are speaking to somebody 
they are fond of □ Hi, babe. -2. a baby (liter¬ 
ary use) □ a babe in arms. -3. an attractive 
young woman □ Hollywood babes. 

baboon [bs'buin] n a large monkey with a 
long face and long tail that is found in Afri¬ 
ca and Asia. 

baby ['beibi] (pi babies) n -1. a very young 
child, especially one who has not started to 
talk or walk; a very young animal □ a baby 
boy/girl □ my baby brother □ a baby lion/ 
chimpanzee. -2. baby carrots/cauliflowers etc 
carrots/cauliflowers etc that are grown and 
picked to be eaten while they are still small. 
-3. a person who behaves in a childish way 
(disapproving use) □ Don't be such a baby! -4. a 
word used when speaking to somebody one 
is fond of (informal use) □ Don't worry, baby. 

baby boomer [-bu:m3r] « a person bom dur- 
ing a period when a lot of babies were bom, 
especially just after World War II. 

baby buggy n -1. US = baby carriage. -2. GB a 
light folding chair with small wheels and a 
handle that a young child can sit in to be 
pushed along. 

baby carriage n us a small vehicle with four 
wheels and a folding cover that is pushed 
and in which babies are taken around. 
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baby food tt food for babies, usually in the 
form of a thick smooth sauce, that is sold in 
packets or jars. 

Baby-gro™ 1-grou] n GB an item of clothing 
for babies that covers the whole body from 
the feet to the neck. 

babyish ['beibuj'l adj (person! who behaves in 
a childish way; [behavior, book, voice] that is 
not suitable for somebody who is not a 
baby (disapproving use) □ Stop being so silly and 
babyish! □ These toys seem a little babyish for an 
11-year-old. 

baby-sit vi to go to another family’s home 
and look after the children while the parents 
go out □ / used to baby-sit for my neighbor. 

baby-sitter [-sitar] tt a person who baby-sits. 

Bach [ba:k], Johann Sebastian (1685-1750) 
a German composer, considered one of the 
greatest in history. His works include the 
Brandenburg Concertos, the St Matthew Pas¬ 
sion, and The Art of Fugue. 

bachelor ['bsetJ'ala'J n a man who is not mar¬ 
ried. 
NOTE: Compare spinster. 

Bachelor of Arts n —> BA. 

Bachelor of Science n —> BSc. 

bachelor's degree ['baetj'ala'z-] « a first degree 
from a university in any subject, 

back [baek] o adv -1. to move/step back to 
move/step in the direction that is behind 
one, without turning around □ / moved my 
chair back from the fire. ■ she looked back over 
her shoulder she looked behind her over her 
shoulder. ■ stand back! stand farther away. 
■ to sit/lie back to sit/lie in a more comfort¬ 
able position, leaning backward. ■ she tied 
back her hair she tied her hair behind her 
head away from her face. -2. to be/go back 
to be in/go to the same place one started 
out from □ Call me as soon as you get back. □ 
We'll be back home soon. -3. to send sthg back 
to send sthg to the place or person that it 
has come from □ Put the book back where you 
found it. ■ to give sthg back to give sthg to 
the person who had it before □ / want my 
money back! -4. to go back to sleep to fall 
asleep again after being awake for a time □ 
When will he be back at work? □ Things are get¬ 
ting back to normal after the holidays. -5. to 
write back to write a reply to somebody □ 
He's not in his office right now; I'll get him to call 
you back. -6. back in January in January, in 
the past □ Please think back and see what you 
can remember. □ Our records reach back to 1965. 
-7. to be back (in fashion) [clothes, style] to be 
in fashion again □ The miniskirt is back, 
o adj -1. a back door/wheel etc a door/wheel 
etc that is at the back, not the front, of a 
building or vehicle □ She drove and he sat in 
the back seat. -2. back rent rent that should 
have been paid before □ They owe $3000 in 
back rent. -3. a back road a road that is small 
and has few people and little traffic □ We'll 
take one of the back roads if the traffic's bad. 
on-1. the part of a person's body that goes 
from their neck to their bottom; the same 
part of an animal's body □ She broke her back 

in an accident. ■ to break the back of sthg [of a 
task, job] to complete the most difficult part 
of sthg □ I've finally managed to break the back 
of these accounts, n to do sthg behind sb's 
back to do sthg without sb knowing about it 
□ Simon has been talking about me behind my 
back, ■ to put sb's back up to annoy sb (infor¬ 
mal use). ■ to stab sb in the back to harm the 
position, reputation etc of sb who is a friend 
or colleague. ■ to turn one's back on sb/sthg 
to ignore sb/sthg that needs one’s help □ 
You can't just turn your back on me like this! 
-2. [of a door, hand, envelope] the side of 
something that is not usually seen or used □ 
I could only see the back of his head. □ He wrote 
his address on the back of the invitation. ■ to 
know a place like the back of one's hand to 
know a place very well. -3. [of a house, car, 

room] the part of a building, object etc that 
is furthest away from its front □ Turn to the 
back of the book. □ We sat at the back of the 
class. ■ in back of sthg US, at the back of sthg 
GB behind sthg □ / was in back of him in line. ■ 
the back of beyond GB a place that is a long 
way from any town or city (informal use) □ 
They live somewhere out in the back of beyond. 
-4. [of a seat] the part of a chair that sup¬ 
ports one’s back when one is sitting on it □ / 
hung my jacket over the back of a chair. -5. 
sport [in hockey, soccer] a player whose main 
job is to defend their team’s goal. 

o vt -1. [car, truck] to drive <a vehicle> 
somewhere backward n She backed the car 
into the driveway. -2. [company, proposal, politi¬ 
cian] to support <sb/sthg> by giving one’s 
money, approval, vote etc □ Mr Denny is 
backing my proposal. -3. [horse, competitor, 
team] to place a bet on <sb/sthg> to win a 
race or competition □ I'm backing the Red Sox 
to win tonight. -4. [curtain, cover] to put a lin¬ 
ing on <a piece of material>. 
o vi [car, truck, driver] He backed out of/into the 
parking space. 

♦ back to back adv [sit, stand] with the backs 
facing or touching each other □ She placed 
the chairs back to back. 

♦ back to front adv GB she was wearing her 
sweater back to front she was wearing her 
sweater with the back at the front and the 
front at the back. 

♦ back away vi [person, animal] to move away 
from something while still facing it, usually 
because of fear. 

♦ back down vi [person] to admit that one 
has been defeated or that one was wrong □ 
The government has finally backed down and 
withdrawn the new tax. □ She had to back down 
on or over the penalty clauses. 

♦ back off vi to move away from somebody 
while still facing them □ Back off, Donohue! 
This gun's loaded and I'm ready to use it. 

♦ back onto vt fus GB to back onto sthg [onto a 
building, piece of land] to face sthg at the back 
□ Our house backs onto a park. 

♦ back out vi to change one's mind about 
something that one had previously agreed to 
do □ Unfortunately, the Argentinian firm backed 
out of the deal at the last minute. 
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♦ back up o vt sep -1. to back sb/sthg up [per¬ 

son, story, claim] to provide evidence in sup¬ 
port of sb/sthg □ if they don't believe you 
I'll back you up. □ She backed up the story with 
a lot of photographic evidence. -2. to back a 
vehicle up to drive a vehicle backward. 
-3. computing to back up a file to make a 
copy of a file, o vi -1. [vehicle, driver] Back up 
some more so you're not in the way. -2. 
computing You should always back up before 
you switch off the network. 

backache ['baekeik] n pain in one’s back □ / get 
terrible backache. 

backbencher [.bsek'bentJV] n a member of the 
British Parliament who does not hold an of¬ 
ficial post in either the Government or the 
Opposition. 

backbenches [.bEek'bentjiz] npl the backbench¬ 
es the rows of seats in the British House 
of Commons where backbenchers sit. 

backbiting ['baekbaitirj] « unkind or unpleas¬ 
ant things that are said about somebody 
who is not present □ / hate all the backbiting 
that goes on at the office. 

backboard ['baskbo:rd] n in basketball, the 
board behind the basket, 

backbone ['baskboun] n -1. [of a person, animal] 

the column of small bones that is in the 
center of a person’s or animal’s back. -2. [of 

an organization] the person or thing that does 
most of the work in an organization □ He's 
the backbone of this company. □ Industry has al¬ 
ways been the backbone of our economy. -3. [in 

a person] strength of character □ He lacks the 
backbone to stand up to his boss. 

backbreaking ['baekbreikig] adj Iwork, job] very 
hard and tiring □ Cleaning those stairs is back¬ 
breaking work. 

back burner n to put sthg on the back burner 
[plan, project] to stop working on sthg for a 
time and intend to go back to it later □ She's 
put her career on the back burner while she has a 
family. 

backchat « gb = backtalk. 

backcloth ['baekklD0] n GB theater = backdrop, 

backcomb ['baskkoum] vt GB to comb cone’s 
hair> from the ends to the roots to make it 
look thicker. 

back copy n = back number. 

back country n the back country US 8t AUS a 
country area away from any towns or cities, 

backdate [.baek'deit] vt [pay raise, check] to 
make <a payment, document, or agree¬ 
ment valid from a date that is earlier than 
the date on which it is signed, agreed etc □ 
They've backdated the increase to May. 

back door n a door at the back of a building. 
■ to get in through or by the back door to get 
a job, position etc in a secret or unfair way. 

backdrop [’baekdrop] tt -1. theater a painted 
cloth that is hung at the back of a theater 
stage. -2. the general situation that exists 
while a particular event is taking place □ Ne¬ 
gotiations took place against a backdrop of con¬ 
tinuing violence. 

backer [ 'baeko1'] n a person who gives money 

or support to a business, project, proposal 
etc □ They had no difficulty finding financial back¬ 
ers for the new venture. 

backfire [,bak'faiar] vi -1. [car, truck] to make 
loud noises like small explosions because 
the engine is not working properly. -2. [plan, 

idea, joke] to have the opposite result to the 
one that was intended □ The plan totally back¬ 
fired on him. 

backgammon [’baekgaeman] n a game for two 
people in which they throw dice and move 
small disks around a board marked with 
long triangles. 

background [’baekgraond] o « -1. the part of a 
picture or view that is behind the things 
that are or seem to be close to one □ He 
painted her standing against a background of 
trees. ■ to be in the background [scenery, build¬ 

ing, figure] to be behind the main thing that 
one is looking at; [music, sound] to be heard 
at the same time as the main thing that one 
is listening to, but not as clearly □ In the 
background was a tall building. □ / could hear mu¬ 
sic playing in the background. ■ to remain or 

stay in the background to try not to attract 
people’s attention □ He prefers to remain in the 
background. -2. [to an event, situation] the his¬ 
torical, social, or political situation that ex¬ 
plains a particular event or situation □ the 
background to the war in former Yugoslavia. 
-3. [of a person] one’s family, education, or 
experience □ He comes from a very poor back¬ 
ground. □ She has a background in management 
training. 

o comp -1. background music/noise music/ 
noise that is heard in the background. -2. 
background reading/information etc reading/ 
information etc that adds to one’s knowl¬ 
edge of the main subject. 

backhand [’baekhaend] n [in tennis, squash] a 
shot made by hitting the ball with one’s 
arm across one’s body so that the back of 
one’s hand is facing the direction of the shot 
□ a backhand volley. 
NOTE: Compare forehand. 

backhanded [‘baekhsendad] adj a backhanded 
compliment a remark that seems to be a 
compliment but could also be an insult. 

backing ['baekig] n -1. [for a person, project] sup¬ 
port, usually financial or official □ The idea 
has received government backing. □ The project 
has the full backing of the company chairman. 
-2. [of an object] something that is attached 
to the back of an object to make it stronger 
or to give it a particular quality □ The rug has 
a special nonslip backing. -3. music the musical 
accompaniment to a song or singer, espe¬ 
cially in pop music □ backing vocals/track □ a 

backing singer/group. 

back issue « = back number. 

backlash ['baeklaej] n a strong or violent reac¬ 
tion against an idea, belief etc, especially 
one that has become dominant in society □ 
a feminist/conservative backlash □ Tax increases 
provoked a backlash against the government in 
last year's local elections. 
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backless ['baeklas] adj [dress, top, swimsuit] that 
does not cover the back, 

backlog fbaeklDg] n [of work, papers, letters] a 
large amount of things that are still waiting 
to be dealt with □ There's a huge backlog of 
correspondence to get through. 

back number n an old issue of a newspaper, 
magazine etc. 

backpack [’baekpaek] n a bag that one carries 
on one’s back, especially for walking, moun¬ 
taineering etc. 

backpacker ['baskpaek3r] ti a person who goes 
backpacking. 

backpacking f'baekpaekir)] « to go backpacking 
to travel with a backpack, 

back pay n money owed to an employee that 
should have been paid earlier □ I'm owed six 
months' back pay. 

backpedal ['baskpedl] (US pt & pp backpedaled, 
cont backpedaling, GB pt & pp backpedalled, 
com backpedalling) vi to say or do something 
different from what one said, promised, or 
did before □ Management has been accused of 
backpedaling on promised pay increases. 

back seat n the seat in the back of a car. ■ to 
take a back seat to take a less important part 
than before in an activity or group □ Your so¬ 
cial life is just going to have to take a back seat 
until the exams are over. 

back-seat driver « a passenger in a car who 
gives unwanted advice to the driver on how 
to drive (humorous use). 

backside ['baeksaid] n one’s bottom (informal 
use) □ He sits on his backside all day long doing 
nothing. 

backslapping ['baekslaepirj] n behavior in 
which people praise each other too much 
for something successful they have done □ 
There was a lot of mutual backslapping and not 
much serious discussion. 

backslash [‘baekslaef] « the symbol (/) found 
on a keyboard and used to separate words, 
numbers, or letters. 

backslide f'baekslaid] (pt & pp backslid) vi to 
start doing something bad again after having 
stopped doing it □ Critics accused the govern¬ 
ment of backsliding on the issue of welfare. 

backspace ['baskspeis] o « the key on the 
keyboard of a word processor or typewriter 
that moves the cursor or carriage back to¬ 
ward the beginning of the line, o vi to use 
the backspace key. 

backstage [,baek'steid3] adv behind the stage 
in a theater, where the actors’ dressing 
rooms are □ We were invited backstage after 
the performance. 

back street n a small street in a town or city 
away from the busy areas, 

back-street abortion n an illegal abortion, 
often carried out by somebody who is not 
properly trained to do it. 

backstroke ['baekstrouk] n a way of swimming 
in which one lies on one’s back, moves 
one’s arms backward, and kicks one’s feet, 

backtalk ['basktoik] US, backchat f'baektjaet] GB 

n rude remarks made in reply to somebody, 
especially somebody in authority (informal 
use) □ That's enough of your backtalk! 

backtrack ['baektraek] vi = backpedal, 

backup I'baskAp] « -1. help or advice that is 
available if there is a problem □ The company 
provides technical backup. □ a backup plan/team/ 
supply. -2. computing a copy of a file or disk, 
made in case the first one gets accidentally 
deleted or lost □ a backup file/disk. 

back-up light n US a white light on the back 
of a vehicle that shines when the vehicle is 
being reversed. 

backward ['baekw3rd] o adj -1. a backward 
look/step etc a look/step etc in the direction 
behind one □ She threw us a bitter backward 
glance as she left. -2. [child] slow in learning 
and development compared to other chil¬ 
dren of the same age; [country, society] that 
does not have modem industries, technol¬ 
ogy etc. o adv US = backwards, 

backward-looking [-lukig] adj [idea, view, ac¬ 

tion] old-fashioned (disapproving use), 

backwards ['baekw3rdz] adv -1. to walk/step 
backwards to walk/step with one’s back fac¬ 
ing in the direction that one is moving □ He 
fell backwards down the stairs. -2. to do sthg 
backwards to do sthg in the opposite way 
from normal, e.g. by starting at the end and 
going back to the beginning □ He played the 
recording backwards. 

♦ backwards and forwards adv in one direc¬ 
tion then the other, repeatedly □ Colin paced 
backwards and forwards impatiently. 

backwash ['baekwDj] n the wave of water that 
is created by the movement of a boat, 

backwater ['baskwo:t3r] n a place that is isolat¬ 
ed and not affected by what is happening in 
the world outside (disapproving use) □ The 
town is a cultural backwater. 

backwoods ['baekwodz] npl an area in the 
countryside that is very isolated and far 
from any towns or cities □ They live out in the 
backwoods somewhere. 

backyard [,baek'ja:rd] « -1. US an area at the 
back of a house, usually covered with grass. 
-2. GB an area at the back of a house, 
usually covered with a hard surface, 

bacon ['beiksn] n meat from the back or sides 
of a pig that is salted or smoked and often 
cut into thin slices □ bacon and eggs. 

Bacon ['beikan], Francis (1909-1992) a British 
artist, born in Ireland, who often painted 
deformed human or animal shapes, 

bacteria [baek'tiaris] npl tiny organisms that 
are found in animals, plants, air, soil, and 
water, some of which can cause disease, 

bacteriology [baek,tian'Dtad3i] « the study of 
bacteria. 

bad [baed] (compar worse, superl worst) adj 
-1. [weather, smell, taste] that is unpleasant; 
[result, school report, grade] that is not of the 
right standard or quality; [decision, teacher] 

that is not effective □ She's in a bad mood, o 
I've had some bad news. □ He sets a very bad 
example to the junior staff. □ The job is interest- 
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ing but the pay is bad. □ I blame it on bad 
management/government. ■ not bad a phrase 
used when the speaker is surprised that 
something is actually good □ “How are you 
feeling?" — "Not bad. " □ This book is not bad at 
all. ■ to go from bad to worse [situation, health, 

weather! to become even worse than before 
□ Things went from bad to worse as the day 
went on. ■ it's too bad a phrase used to show 
disappointment or regret □ It's too bad (that) 
he couldn't come. ■ too bad a phrase used to 
show that the speaker does not think it is 
worth doing anything to change the situa¬ 
tion □ "We can't go yet, Dave isn't here." — 
"Too bad, he'll just have to walk." -2. to be bad 
at sthg [at sports, math, languages] to be un¬ 
able to do sthg well □ I'm really bad at remem¬ 
bering people's names. -3. [influence, effect, 

situation] that can have harmful effects □ 
Things are looking bad for the Republicans. □ It's 
been a bad day on the Stock Exchange. □ Smok¬ 
ing is bad for your health. -4. [heart, leg, circula¬ 

tion] that is injured or diseased or does not 
work properly □ She's got a bad back. -5. 
[accident, injury, cold] that is severe □ a bad 
case of the flu □ It's been a bad winter. -6. to 
feel bad about sthg to feel guilty about sthg 
□ / felt bad about letting her down. -7. [person, 

behavior] that is rude or disobedient □ You've 
been a very bad boy. -8. [egg, meat, fish] that is 
beginning to go rotten □ Those sausages must 
have been bad. □ Food goes bad very quickly in 
this heat. 

bad blood n feelings of hate and anger be¬ 
tween people □ There's a lot of bad blood be¬ 
tween them. 

bad check « a -check that a bank cannot ac¬ 
cept because the person who wrote it does 
not have enough money in their account. 

bad debt tt money that is owed but that is 
unlikely to be paid back. 

baddy ['baedi] {pi baddies) n a character in a 
movie, book etc who is bad and acts against 
the hero (informal use). 

bade [bred, beid] past tense of bid. 

bad feeling « feelings of dislike between peo¬ 
ple □ There's a lot of bad feeling between them. 

badge [baed3] n -1. a small piece of metal or 
cloth that people wear to show their official 
rank or position □ a policeman's badge □ a 
badge of office. -2. GB a small piece of plastic, 
metal, or paper with a picture or writing on 
it that shows that one supports a particular 
cause or belongs to a particular group □ a 
Save the Whale badge. 

badger ['baed33r] o n an animal with thick 
gray fur and black-and-white stripes on its 
face that lives underground and comes out 
at night, o vt to ask or tell <sb> repeatedly 
to do something □ She badgered me into going. 
□ The kids have been badgering me all day to 
take them swimming. 

badlands ['baedlaendz] tipi areas of empty dry 
land, especially in the central USA and in 
western Canada, that have been worn into 
strange shapes by the weather. 

bad language n swear words □ Those videos 
just encourage kids to use bad language. 

badly [‘baedli] (compar worse, superl worst) adv 
-1. [play, sing, dress] in a way that is not 
good, pleasing, or satisfactory □ badly man¬ 
aged/made. ■ to do badly to be unsuccessful □ 
I did badly in the exam. □ Things are going badly 
at the moment. ■ to take sthg badly to be 
upset by sthg, e.g. a piece of news □ "How 
did she take the news?" — "Badly." ■ to think 
badly of sb to have a bad opinion of sb Q / 
hope you don't think badly of me for telling him. 
-2. [cut, damage, injure] seriously □ She fell bad¬ 
ly and broke her arm. □ badly burned/wounded/ 
affected. -3. [behave, treat] in a way that is 
not acceptable because somebody or some¬ 
thing suffers □ Their children are so badly be¬ 
haved. □ He treated all his staff very badly. 
-4. [want, need] very much □ We're badly in 
need of a new filing system. □ / miss you badly. 

badly-off adj -1. to be badly-off [person, family] 
to be poor o We're not so badly-off. -2. to be 
badly-off for sthg not to have enough of sthg 
□ I'm not too badly-off for clothes at the moment. 

badminton ['baedmintsn] n an indoor sport in 
which players use a racket to hit a shuttle¬ 
cock over a net. 

bad-mouth vt to criticize <sb> (informal use) □ 
Don't you go bad-mouthing me to your mother! 

bad-tempered [-'temp3rd] adj [person] angry 
and unfriendly □ He's always bad-tempered in 
the morning. 

baffle ['bsefl] vt to be baffled by sthg to be un¬ 
able to understand or explain sthg □ Their be¬ 
havior completely baffles me. □ The police are 
baffled by the incident. 

baffling [’baeflig] adj [question, problem, crime] 

that is hard to understand or explain □ We 
don't know why he disappeared — the whole 
thing is completely baffling. 

bag [bag] (pt & pp bagged, cotit bagging) o n 

-1. a container made of cloth, plastic, paper, 
leather etc, often with handles or straps, 
that is used for carrying things such as 
shopping or personal belongings. ■ to be in 
the bag [contract, game] to be certain of being 
won or successfully completed (informal use) 
□ Once the deal is in the bag, we're off on vaca¬ 
tion. m to pack one's bags to leave. -2. [of a 

woman] a small bag used by women to carry 
small personal things and money □ Her bag 
was stolen. -3. [of potatoes, candyl the amount 
of something that can be held in a bag □ / 
ate a whole bag of cherries. □ a five-pound bag of 
potatoes □ Will one bag be enough between 
three of us? 

O vt to put cmoney, food> etc into bags. 

♦ bags tipi -1. loose folds of skin under one’s 
eyes, usually caused by lack of sleep □ 
You've got bags under your eyes. -2. bags of 
sthg [of energy, time, money] a lot of sthg (in¬ 
formal use) □ There's bags of space. 

bagel ['beigl] n a hard round bread roll with a 
hole in the middle that is often served with 
a filling such as cream cheese. 

baggage ['basgid3] n all the bags and cases 
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that one travels with □ Do you have any baa- 
gage? 

baggage car tt US the part of a train in which 
only baggage is carried. 

baggage handler n a person whose job is to 
move baggage at an airport. 

baggage reclaim tt the place at an airport 
where passengers go to collect their baggage 
after a flight. 

baggage room n us a place in a train station 
where baggage can be left for a period of 
time. 

baggy t'baegi] (compar baggier, super! baggiest) 
adj [sweater, shirt, pants] that fits loosely on 
the body because it is big or too big □ He 
wore an old pair of baggy corduroy pants. 

Baghdad [US 'baegdaed, GB baeg'daed] the capital 
of Iraq and its largest city, population: 
3,205,000. 

bag lady tt a woman who lives on the streets 
and carries her belongings around with her 
in bags (informal use). 

bag lunch tt US a lunch, especially consisting 
of sandwiches, that is wrapped up or put in 
a box to be eaten when one is away from 
home or outdoors. 

bagpipes ['baegpaips] ttpl a musical instru¬ 
ment, traditional in Scotland, that is played 
by blowing into a bag and then squeezing 
the air out through pipes. 

bagsnatcher ['baegsnaetJV] tt a person who 
steals somebody’s bag while they are carry¬ 
ing it and then runs away. 

baguette [bae'get] tt a long thin loaf of bread. 

Bahamas [ba'haimsz]: the Bahamas a country 
consisting of a group of islands in the Carib¬ 
bean. It is an important center for tourism 
and banking, size: 13,900 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 300,000 (Bahamians), capital: Nassau. 
language: English. CURRENCY: Bahamian dol¬ 
lar. 

Bahrain [,ba:'rein] a country consisting of a 
group of islands in the Persian Gulf, size: 
660 sq kms. population: 500,000 (Bahrainis). 
capital: Manama, language: Arabic, curren¬ 
cy: Bahraini dinar. 

Bahraini [,ba:'reim] adj & n: see Bahrain. 

Bahrein [,ba:’rein] = Bahrain. 

bail [bed] n law money that is paid to a court 
to release somebody who has been arrested 
as a guarantee that they will return to court 
for their trial. ■ to be released on bail to be 
let out of prison after bail has been paid □ 
He was out on bail within a couple of days of the 
attack, m to grant sb bail to allow sb to leave 
prison after bail is paid □ The court refused to 
grant them bail. 

♦ bail out o vt sep -1. law to bail sb out to 
pay bail for sb. -2. to bail a person/company 
etc out to help a person/company etc that is 
having problems, by giving them money □ 
They bailed their son's business out with a large 
loan. -3. to bail water out to remove water 
from a boat, o vt [pilot] to jump out of a 
plane with a parachute because the plane is 
going to crash □ She bailed out just in time. 

bailiff ['beilif] n -1. us an official in a court 
who looks after prisoners and keeps order. 
-2. GB an official employed by a court to go 
to the house, office etc of somebody who 
has not paid a debt and take their property 
instead of money. 

Baird [beard], John Logie (1888-1946) a Brit¬ 
ish engineer who invented a system of tele¬ 
vision broadcasting. 

bait [belt] o « food that is used to attract ani¬ 
mals, fish etc in order to catch them. ■ to 
rise to or take the bait to react to something 
somebody says or does in the way they had 
hoped □ / asked Jon about their date but he 
didn't rise to the bait, o vt -1. [hook, trap] to put 
bait on or in <sthg> to catch a fish or ani¬ 
mal. -2. (person] to try to make <sb> angry 
by deliberately upsetting them □ He's known 
for baiting his opponents. 

baize [beiz] n thick green material that is used 
for covering billiard tables or card tables, 

bake [beik] o vt -1. [bread, cake] to cook 
<food> in an oven without adding fat or oil 
□ Bake the mixture for 60 minutes in a warm 
oven. -2. [clay, earth] to make <sthg> hard by 
heating it □ The sun had baked the mud dry. 
o vi [bread, cake] It will take two hours to bake. 

baked Alaska [,beikt-] n a dessert made from 
cake and ice cream covered with meringue 
and cooked in an oven, 

baked beans npl a dish made from navy 
beans cooked in tomato sauce sometimes 
with bacon and molasses, 

baked potato n a potato that has been 
cooked whole in the oven with its skin on. 

baker ['beikal n a person who bakes bread, 
cakes etc to be sold in a store. ■ a baker's 
(shop) GB a store where bread, cakes etc are 
sold. 

bakery [’beikari] (pi bakeries) n a place where 
bread is baked and where bread, cakes etc 
are usually sold. 

baking [’beikiij] o adj to be baking [person, 

place] to be very hot (informal use) □ You must 
be baking in that sweater! o adv baking hot 
very hot (informal use) □ It's baking hot in here, 
o n the activity of baking bread, cakes etc □ 
home baking. 

baking powder it a powder used to make 
cakes rise when they are being cooked, 

baking sheet « a tray that food is placed on 
for cooking in an oven. 

baking soda n = bicarbonate of soda, 

baking tin « a tin used for baking cakes, 
bread etc. 

baking tray tt GB = baking sheet, 

balaclava [.baelo'klaivs] n GB a woolen hat that 
covers the whole head except the face, 

balance ['baetans] o tt -1. the ability to stay 
steady and upright and not fall over □ a good 
sense of balance □ / tripped, but just managed to 
keep my balance. □ He lost his balance and fell 
off his bike. -2. [between different elements] a 
situation in which all the different elements 
have the same importance or influence □ 
We've got to get the balance right between car- 
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ing for patients and cutting medical costs. -3. the 
balance of evidence/opinion etc the larger or 
more important part of all the evidence/ 
opinions etc being considered □ The balance 
of opinion is against her. -4. [for weighing] an in¬ 
strument for weighing things. -5. finance an 
amount of money that remains after some 
has been spent □ That leaves a balance of 
$30.00. -6. phrase to be or hang in the balance 
[life, fate, future] to be uncertain □ The future 
of the government was hanging in the balance, 
o vt -1. to keep <sthg> in a steady position 
so that it does not fall □ He balanced the plate 
on his knee. -2. to balance sthg against sthg to 
consider the importance of sthg in relation 
to sthg else □ We have to balance the need for 
new staff against our financial position. -3. to 
balance sthg with sthg to give sthg the same 
importance as one gives sthg else □ It's not 
easy trying to balance a career with the demands 
of a young family. -4. to balance the books to 
make sure that the amount of money spent 
is the same as the amount of money re¬ 
ceived. ■ to balance a budget to make sure 
that the amount of money that one plans to 
spend is the same as the amount of money 
available. 
o vi -1. [person, object] to keep steady □ She 
balanced on one leg. -2. [books, budget] to show 
that the amount of money spent is not 
more than the amount of money received 
□ The figures don't balance. 

♦ on balance adv after considering all the rel¬ 
evant information □ On balance, I think the first 
candidate was the best. 

♦ balance out vt sep> to balance sthg out to 
have the same weight, value, importance etc 
as sthg □ The time you save by flying balances 
out the extra cost. 

balanced ['baebnst] adj -1. [judgment, report, 

view] that considers all the aspects of some¬ 
thing and so is fair. -2. [person] who is reli¬ 
able and not likely to behave unreasonably, 

balanced diet n a diet that contains the right 
amount and variety of food for good health, 

balance of payments n the difference be¬ 
tween the amount of money that a country 
receives and the amount it spends, 

balance of power n a situation in which the 
military or political forces opposing each 
other have the same amount of power □ The 
end of Communism upset the balance of power 
in Europe. 

balance of trade n the difference in value be¬ 
tween the exports and imports of a country, 

balance sheet « a statement that shows the 
assets, credits, and debts of a business, 

balancing act ['baelsnsig-] n an attempt to 
please two or more people or groups who 
have opposing views □ Ivan has to perform a 
delicate balancing act to keep both publisher and 
agent happy. 

balcony [’baelkani] (pi balconies) n -1. a plat¬ 
form attached to the outside of a building 
above ground level that has a wall or rail¬ 
ings in front of it and is reached through a 
door from one of the rooms □ The President 

and his wife came out onto the balcony. -2. a 
seating area, e.g. in a theater, that is raised 
above ground level □ the upper/lower balcony. 

bald [bo:!d] adj -1. [person] who has little or no 
hair on their head □ He's completely bald. □ a 
bald spot. • to go bald to lose one’s hair □ He 
started going bald in his twenties. -2. [tire] that 
has become very smooth and is therefore 
not safe to use. -3. [statement, account] that is 
very direct and has no words added to it 
that might soften its effect □ He described his 
role in a few bald, unemotional sentences. 

bald eagle n a large eagle with a white head 
that lives in North America and is used as 
the symbol of the USA. 

balding ['boildir)] adj [head, person] that is go¬ 
ing bald □ a tall man, balding. 

baldness ['boildnas] n [of a person] see bald □ a 
cure for baldness. 

Baldwin ['boddwin], James (1924-1987) a US 
writer who was active in the civil rights 
movement. His works include Go Tell It On 
The Mountain and Another Country. 

bale [bed] « [of cloth, hay, paper] a large amount 
of something that is tied tightly together □ 
Bales of hay stood in the middle of the field. 

♦ bale out GB o vt sep to bale water out to re¬ 
move water from a boat, o vi to jump out 
of a plane with a parachute because the 
plane is going to crash. 

Balearic Islands [.bseliasrik-]: the Balearic Is¬ 
lands a group of islands in the western 
Mediterranean that includes Majorca, Mi¬ 
norca, and Ibiza, and forms a province of 
Spain, size: 5,000 sq kms. population: 
739,501. capital: Palma de Mallorca. 

Balearics [.baeli'asriks] = Balearic Islands, 

baleful ['beiIf 1] adj a baleful look a look that is 
threatening or full of blame (literary use). 

Bali [‘barli] an island in Indonesia, east of 
Java, size: 5,561 sq kms. population: 
2,470,000 (Balinese), capital: Denpasar. 

balk [bo:k] vi to hesitate before doing some¬ 
thing or allowing it to happen because one 
considers it to be wrong, unpleasant, or dif¬ 
ficult □ I suggested we sleep out in the open, 
but he balked at the idea. 

Balkans ['boilkanz]: the Balkans the countries 
in southeastern Europe, between the Adriat¬ 
ic and the Aegean Seas, including Albania, 
Bosnia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Macedo¬ 
nia, the European part of Turkey, and the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

Balkan States [.boilkan-] = Balkans, 

ball [boil] n -1. sport & games a round object 
that can be thrown, hit, or kicked, and is 
used in various sports and games □ a golf/ 
tennis ball, u to be on the ball to be able to re¬ 
act or understand quickly because one is 
concentrating or knows a lot about a subject 
□ You really have to be on the ball if you're doing 
a live interview. ■ to play ball to do something 
that somebody wants one to do □ If you play 
ball with us, there may be something in it for you. 
■ to start/keep the ball rolling to begin/ 
continue a discussion, meeting, project etc □ 
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Now that we've got the ball rolling, who would 
like to ask Professor James a question? -2. [of 

wool, string] a mass of something that is in 
the shape of a ball □ The hedgehog rolled itself 
up into a ball. □ melon balls □ The car was en¬ 
gulfed in a ball of flames. -3. the ball of one's 
foot the rounded part underneath one’s foot 
where it joins the big toe. -4. [event] a for¬ 
mal party at which people dance □ a gradua¬ 
tion ball. -5. phrase to have a ball to have a 
wonderful time (informal use) □ We had an ab¬ 
solute ball at the Levinsons' party. 

♦ ballsT (vulgar use) On-1. nonsense. -2. 
courage, o npl testicles, o ex cl a word used 
to show that one is annoyed about some¬ 
thing. 

ballad [‘baelsd] n -1. a poem or song that tells 
a story. -2. a slow romantic song. 

ball-and-socket joint n a joint in the body 
that consists of a rounded bone which fits 
into a rounded socket. 

ballast [’baelast] « heavy material such as sand 
that is used to keep a ship stable or is car¬ 
ried in a hot-air balloon and thrown out to 
make the balloon rise. 

ball bearing n one of a group of small metal 
balls that are placed between the moving 
parts of a machine to help them to move 
more easily. 

ball boy « a boy who picks up balls that have 
been hit into the net or off the court during 
a game of tennis. 

ballcock [’boilkDk] « a device in a water tank, 
e.g. in a toilet, that consists of a floating ball 
that is connected to a plug. When water 
goes out of the tank and the ball drops, the 
plug opens and allows more water in to re¬ 
fill the tank. 

ballerina [.baela'riina] n a female ballet dancer. 

ballet [US bae'lei, GB 'baelei] n -1. a form of clas¬ 
sical Western dance that uses movement 
and gestures, accompanied by music, to tell 
a story; a professional group of dancers who 
perform this type of dance □ classical ballet □ 
the Kirov Ballet. -2. a work written for ballet 
dancers to perform; a performance of this 
type of dance □ He wrote several ballets. .□ 
We're going to the ballet this evening. 

ballet dancer n a dancer who is professional¬ 
ly trained in ballet. 

ball game « -1. US a baseball game □ Are you 
going to the ball game? -2. phrase it's a whole 
new ball game it’s a completely different or 
new situation (informal use) □ It's a whole new 
ball game now the company's been taken over. 

ball girl n a girl who picks up balls that have 
been hit into the net or off the court during 
a game of tennis. 

ballistic missile [ba.listik-] n a missile that is 
guided until it is near its target and then 

falls freely. 

ballistics [ba’listiks] n the study of the move¬ 
ment of objects, e.g. bullets, rockets, or mis¬ 
siles, that are shot or thrown into the air. 

balloon [ba'luin] o « -1. [for children] a small 
bag made of thin rubber that is filled with 

air and used as a children’s toy or for deco¬ 
ration at parties □ The room was decorated 
with brightly-colored balloons. -2. [for flying! a 
large bag made of lightweight material that 
floats above the ground when it is filled 
with hot air or gas and can carry passengers 
in a basket attached underneath □ a hot-air 
balloon. -3. [in cartoons] in cartoon drawings, 
a circular shape containing the words that a 
character is saying or thinking, 
o vi [costs, debts, weight] to become bigger in 
amount very quickly □ His weight had bal¬ 
looned to 190 pounds. 

ballooning [bs'lumir)] n the activity or sport of 
traveling in a balloon. 

ballot ['baelat] o « -1. a system of voting, 
usually secret, in which people mark a piece 
of paper to indicate their choice of candi¬ 
date or their opinion on a particular issue □ 
Members of the committee are elected by ballot. 
□ The union held a strike ballot. □ a secret ballot. 
-2. = ballot paper, o vt to find out the opin¬ 
ion or choice of <a group of people> by 
asking them to vote in a ballot □ All members 
will be balloted on the question of funding. 

ballot box « -1. the box which ballot papers 
are put in during a vote □ She put the slip of 
paper in the ballot box. -2. the system of 
choosing a government by voting □ We be¬ 
lieve in achieving political change through the bal¬ 
lot box. 

ballot paper n the piece of paper that is 
marked by somebody who takes part in a 
ballot. 

ball park m US a stadium where baseball is 
played. 

ball-park figure n an approximate number or 
amount of money (informal use) □ I don't know 
exactly what it would cost, but I can give you a 
ball-park figure. 

ballpoint [’ballpoint] « a ballpoint (pen) a pen 
with a small ball at the tip that rolls ink 
onto the paper □ Please write clearly in ball¬ 
point. 

ballroom [’bo:lru:m] n a large room, usually 
with bright lighting and decoration, where 
formal dances are held. 

ballroom dancing n the activity of taking 
part in formal dances such as the tango or 
foxtrot. 

balm [ba:m] n -1. an oil with a strong sweet 
smell that comes from tropical trees and is 
used to reduce pain or to treat wounds. 
-2. something that makes one feel calmer 
and happier □ The news was balm to his trou¬ 

bled mind. 
balmy [’baimi] (compar balmier, super! balmi¬ 

est) adj [evening, breeze] that feels warm and 
pleasant. 

baloney [ba'loum] n -1. nonsense (informal use) 
□ What a load of baloney! -2. US a large 
smoked sausage. 

balsa [’boilsa] « = balsawood. 

balsam [’boilssm] « an oil with a sweet smell 
that comes from tropical trees and is used in 
medicines or perfumes. 
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balsawood ['badsswod] « a type of very light 
wood that is easy to cut and is used for 
making models, e.g. of airplanes. 

Baltic ['borltik]: the Baltic (Sea) a sea in north¬ 
ern Europe, between Scandinavia and the 
Baltic States. 

Baltic States: the Baltic States the countries 
on the Baltic Sea, i.e. Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania, that were part of the USSR until 
1991. 

balustrade [us 'baelastreid, gb baelas'treid] n a 
wall or railing that is fixed to the outer edge 
of a staircase or balcony to prevent people 
from falling off it. 

bamboo [.baem'bu:] n a tall tropical plant that 
has thick hollow stems and shoots that can 
be eaten. Its stems are often used for mak¬ 
ing furniture □ bamboo furniture/shoots. 

bamboozle [baem'buizl] vf to trick <sb> by 
confusing them (informal use) □ They tried to 
bamboozle us into buying several more tickets. 

ban [baen] (pt & pp banned, cont banning) o n 
an official order saying that something is 
forbidden or preventing somebody from do¬ 
ing something □ The government has imposed 
a ban on smoking in public places. □ He faces a 
lifetime ban from the sport, o vt [trade, drinking, 

smoking) to give an official order that forbids 
<an activity>; [person] to give an official or¬ 
der that prevents <sb> from doing some¬ 
thing or going to a particular place □ Strikes 
have been banned. □ banned goods/books □ He's 
been banned from driving for a year. 

banal [ba'nail] adj [idea, remark, story] that one 
finds very ordinary and not interesting □ The 
play was banal and totally lacking in originality. □ 
He made banal comments about the weather. 

banana [US ba'naena, GB bo'nama] « a long, 
curved, tropical fruit that has yellow skin 
and soft, sweet, white flesh inside □ a bunch 
of bananas. ■ to go bananas to become very 
angry or excited (informal use), 

banana republic n a small country, especially 
in Central or South America, that is poor 
and politically unstable (offensive use), 

banana split n a banana cut in half and 
served as a dessert with ice cream, whipped 
cream, nuts etc. 

band [baend] n -1. music a group of musicians 
who play popular music together, or who 
play on brass instruments □ The band struck 
up a military march. □ a rock band □ a band lead¬ 
er. -2. (of people] a group of people who 
share the same aim □ a band of thieves/rebels. 
-3. [of cloth, steel] a long, thin, flat strip of 
fabric or metal that is used for fastening 
things together or for decorating or 
strengthening them □ She’d tied a band of red 
ribbon in her hair. -4. [of color, light] a long thin 
line, e.g. of color or light, that is different 
from the color or light around it □ a wide 
band of green. -5. an income/age etc band a 
range that people’s incomes/ages etc can be 
divided into □ What tax band are you in? 

♦ band together vi to join together in order 
to achieve a shared aim a Residents are band¬ 
ing together to form protest groups. 

bandage ['baendid3] o « a long strip of fabric 
that is tied around a wound or injury in or¬ 
der to protect it while it heals, o vt to wrap 
a bandage around <a part of one’s body that 
has been cut or injured> □ Let me bandage 
that for you. □ He had a bandaged knee. 

Band-Aid™ n a small piece of adhesive ma¬ 
terial used to protect a cut on one’s body 
while it heals. 

i 

bandan(n)a [basn'daena] n a large brightly- 
colored handkerchief that is worn around 
the neck or head. 

b and b, B and B (abbr of bed and breakfast) n 
accommodation at a house or small hotel 
where one can sleep and have breakfast; a 
place where this type of accommodation is 
provided □ We stayed at a b and b. 

bandeau ['baendou] (pi bandeaux ['baendouz]) n 
a thin band of material worn around the 
head by a woman to keep the hair in place, 

bandit ['baendat] « an armed robber, especially 
one who attacks travelers in wild isolated 
places. 

bandmaster [US 'baendmaestr, GB -rnaista] n the 
leader or conductor of a band of musicians, 
especially a military band or brass band, 

band saw n an electric saw whose blade is a 
flexible metal band that runs over two 
wheels. 

bandsman [’baendzman] (pi bandsmen [-man]) n 
a musician who plays in a brass band or 
military band. 

bandstand ['basndstamd] n a raised platform 
with a roof, often in a park, where a brass 
band or military band plays. 

bandwagon ['basndwasgan] « to jump on the 
bandwagon to start doing something be¬ 
cause it has become very popular, especially 
because one believes one will benefit from it 
o It s only a matter of time before other design¬ 
ers start jumping on the bandwagon. 

bandwidth [’brendwidB] « computing the 
amount of information that can be sent 
through a cable, e.g. from a modem, meas¬ 
ured in bits per second. 

bandy ['basndi] (compar bandier, superl handi¬ 
est, pt & pp bandied) adj bandy legs legs that 
curve outward at the knees. 

♦ bandy about, bandy around vf sep to ban¬ 
dy sthg about or around [name, amount, word] 

to mention sthg frequently in a careless 
way, often with the intention of impressing 
people □ A figure of several million was being 
bandied about. 

bandy-legged [-'legd] adj to be bandy-legged 
to have bandy legs. 

bane [bein] n the bane of sb's life a person or 
thing that constantly makes sb’s life difficult 
□ That photocopier is the bane of my life! 

bang [baerj] o adv -1. exactly (informal use) □ 
The train was bang on time. □ Our predictions 
were bang on target. □ The car broke down bang 
in the middle of town. -2. bang goes or go... a 
phrase used when it becomes clear that a 
future event is not going to take place or 
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succeed □ Bang goes our vacation! □ Bang goes 
my chance of making some money! 
o n -1. to get a bang to get hit by something 
□ She got a nasty bang on the head. -2. a sud¬ 
den, sharp, loud noise □ The firework went off 
with a loud bang. ■ to go with a bang to be a 
success (informal use) □ The show went (off) 
with a bang. 

o vt -1. to hit <a part of one’s body> acci¬ 
dentally on an object □ / banged my knee on 
the desk. -2. to hit or move <an object> vio- 
lendy causing a loud noise □ They marched 
by, shouting and banging drums. □ She banged 
the door shut. □ He banged the books down on 
the table. 
o vi -1. to bang into sthg [into a table, chair] to 
hit sthg accidentally □ The room was dark, and 
I kept banging into things. -2. to bang on sthg 
[on a table, door] to hit sthg, causing a loud 
noise □ There was someone banging on the front 
door. -3. to make a loud noise □ There's 
someone banging around upstairs, 
o excl a word used to represent a loud noise 
such as a explosion or gunshot. 

♦ bangs tipi US a section of hair that is cut to 
hang over the forehead. 

banger [‘baer)3r] « GB a type of firework that 
makes a loud noise. 

Bangkok [.baeo'kDk] the capital of Thailand 
and its largest city, population: 5,154,000. 

Bangladesh [.baeggla'dej] a country in south¬ 
ern Asia, near the eastern edge of India, size: 
143,000 sq kms. population: 116,600,000 
(Bangladeshis). capital: Dacca, language: Ben¬ 
gali. currency: taka. 

Bangladeshi [.baerigls’dej'i] n & adj: see Bangla¬ 
desh. 

bangle [’baeggl] n a thin band of metal, plastic 
etc that is worn on the wrist, arm, or ankle 
as jewelry. 

banish [’basnij] vt -1. [person] to order <sb> to 
leave a place, e.g. their country, as a punish¬ 
ment □ The king banished him from the court. □ 
The children were banished upstairs. -2. [thought, 

worries] to stop oneself from thinking about 
<sthg> □ He tried to banish the memory of her 
face from his mind. 

banister ['baenastal n, banisters ['baen3starz] 
npl a rail supported by a set of posts that is 
fixed along the outer edge of a staircase to 
stop people falling. 

banjo ['baendsoo] {pi banjos or banjoes) n a mu¬ 
sical instrument like a small round guitar 
with a long neck. 

bank [baerjk] o n -1. finance an organization 
that looks after its customers’ money and 
offers them financial services such as loans, 
mortgages, foreign exchange etc; a branch 
or office of an organization of this kind □ 
I'm just going to the bank to change some mon¬ 
ey. □ My bank is just around the corner from 
here. -2. a blood/sperm etc bank a place 
where blood/sperm etc is stored until it is 
needed. -3. [of a river] the raised ground at 
the edge of a river □ A man was fishing on the 
river bank. □ on the banks of the Amazon. -4. [of 

earth] a pile of earth, mud, snow etc that 

forms a slope □ He climbed up the grassy bank. 
-5. a bank of cloud/fog a mass of cloud/fog. 
o vt finance to put cmoney or a check> in a 
bank account □ / banked your check yesterday, 
o vi -1. finance to have a bank account □ 
Where do you bank? □ She banks with Lloyds. 
-2. [airplane] to move so that one wing is 
raised higher than the other □ The plane sud¬ 
denly banked sharply. 

♦ bank on vt fus to bank on sb/sthg to depend 
on sb/sthg □ / wouldn't bank on her coming to¬ 
night. □ "You will support my case, won't you?" 
— "I wouldn't bank on it." 

bank account n an arrangement with a bank 
which allows a customer to keep money in 
the bank and take it out when it is needed □ 
I've opened a bank account. 

bank balance n the amount of money some¬ 
body has in their bank account □ I'd like to 
buy it, but I dread to think what it would do to my 
bank balance. 

bankbook ['baegkbuk] n a book in which one 
keeps a record of all the money paid into 
and taken out of one’s bank account, 

bank card n a card given by a bank to a cus¬ 
tomer that can be used to take money out 
of their account or to pay for things, 

bank charges npl money that a customer 
must pay a bank for services such as loans 
or transfers of money. 

bank draft n a document from one bank 
authorizing another bank, usually in a for¬ 
eign country, to pay money to an individual 
or organization. 

banker ['basgksT « a person who owns or has 
an important position in a bank, 

banker's card n gb a small plastic card that a 
bank gives to owners of checking accounts, 
promising that it will pay out the money for 
checks up to the amount that is stated on 
the card. 

banker's draft n = bank draft, 

banker's order n GB an instruction from a 
customer to a bank to pay a particular sum 
to a particular person or organization at 
regular intervals. 

bank holiday n GB an official public holiday, 
when banks and many other businesses are 
closed by law. Bank holidays are usually on 
Mondays □ a bank holiday weekend. 

banking ['baeokirj] n the business activities of 
a bank or banker □ a career in banking □ bank¬ 

ing hours. 

bank loan n a loan given to an individual or 
an organization by a bank, 

bank manager « a person who is in charge 
of a branch of a bank. 

bank note n a piece of paper issued by the 
national bank of a country that is worth a 
particular amount of money. 

Bank of England n the Bank of England the 
central bank in Britain. 

bank rate « the rate of interest at which a 
country’s central bank lends money, 

bankrupt ['baegkrApt] o ad] [person, company, 
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organization] who is unable to pay their 
debts. ■ to go bankrupt [person, company, or¬ 

ganization] to be unable to pay one’s debts 
and as a result be forced to stop doing busi¬ 
ness □ They almost went bankrupt last year, o n 
a person who is bankrupt, o vt to make <a 
person, company, or organization> go bank¬ 
rupt □ That court case nearly bankrupted us. 

bankruptcy ['baerjkrAptsi] {pi bankruptcies) « [of 

a person, company, organization] see bankrupt □ 
We face bankruptcy, o an increasing number of 
bankruptcies. 

bank statement « a regular statement that a 
bank sends to a customer about their ac¬ 
count, and that lists all withdrawals and de¬ 
posits of money over a period of time, 

banner ['basn3r] n a long strip of cloth on 
which a message, slogan etc is written and 
which is often carried by demonstrators on 
a march or hung across a street, 

bannister ['baenastaH «, bannisters [ b£enastarz] 
npl = banister. 

Bannister [baenastar], Sir Roger (1929- ) a 
British athlete who in 1954 became the first 
person to run a mile in less than four min¬ 
utes. 

banns [baenz] npl to publish or read the banns 
to make an announcement in church that 
two people are going to get married, 

banquet [’basrjkwat] n a large formal dinner, 
often given for a special occasion and fol¬ 
lowed by speeches □ a wedding banquet. 

bantam ['baentam] n a type of small chicken, 

bantamweight [’basntsmweit] n a boxer who 
belongs to the second-lightest of the weight 
categories. 

banter ['baenta1) n friendly conversation and 
jokes, especially between people who are 
pretending to make fun of each other □ 
There was a lot of good-natured banter about 
weddings and mother-in-laws. 

bap [baep] « GB a soft white bread roll, 

baptism ['baeptizm] n in the Christian religion, 
a ceremony in which a person has water 
sprinkled on their head or is covered in wa¬ 
ter as a sign of their formal acceptance into 
the Church. ■ a baptism of fire an introduc¬ 
tion to a new activity or experience that 
takes place in very difficult or unpleasant 
conditions □ Having to get up and speak in front 
of all my new colleagues was a real baptism of 
fire. 

Baptist ['basptsst] n a member of a Christian 
group that believes that people should not 
be baptized until they are old enough to 
understand their religion, 

baptize, -ise [us 'baeptaiz, gb baep'taiz] vt to 
perform the ceremony of baptism on <sb> □ 
Have you been baptized? 

bar [ba:r] (pt & pp barred, cont barring) o « 
-1. [of soap, chocolate, gold] a solid rectangular 
piece of something □ a chocolate/candy bar □ a 
bar of soap. -2. [of metal] a long narrow piece 
of metal used to strengthen or protect a 
window, building etc □ an iron bar. a to be 
behind bars to be in prison □ Now that the kill¬ 

er is safely behind bars... -3. a bar to sthg 
something that makes it difficult or impos¬ 
sible for somebody to do sthg □ Language is 
no bar to understanding. -4. a bar on sthg an 
official order saying that sthg is forbidden □ 
There's a bar on foreign imports. -5. [for drinks] a 
place where alcoholic drinks are served □ a 
cocktail bar. -6. a sandwich/snack etc bar a 
small restaurant that serves sandwiches/ 
snacks etc. -7. [in a restaurant] the counter in* 
a bar or restaurant where drinks are served 
□ You order drinks separately at the bar. 
-8. music one of the units that a piece of 
music is divided into, containing a particular 
number of beats □ There are four beats to the 
bar. 

o vt -1. to put an iron bar or piece of wood 
across <a door or window> so that people 
cannot get in or out □ The door was barred. 
-2. to block or obstruct <an area, path, 
road> etc □ A fallen tree barred the street, m to 
bar sb's way to prevent sb from going some¬ 
where by standing in front of them □ The 
way was barred by a group of demonstrators. ■ 
to bar sb from a place to say that sb is not 
allowed to enter a place □ She's been barred 
from the club. 

o prep except for <sthg> □ I'd finished all my 
work, bar a few letters. ■ bar none with no ex¬ 
ceptions □ He's the best boxer in the USA, bar 
none. 

♦ Bar n the Bar US the profession of a lawyer; 
GB the profession of a barrister. ■ to be 
called to the Bar to begin one’s career as a 
barrister. 

Barbados [us ba:rlbeidous, GB -'beidDs] a coun¬ 
try in the Caribbean, size: 431 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 300,000 {Barbadians), capital: Bridge¬ 
town. language: English, currency: Barbados 
dollar. 

barbarian [ba:r'beari3n] « -1. history a person 
belonging to a primitive tribe and consid¬ 
ered to be rough and wild □ barbarian hordes. 
-2. a person who has very bad manners and 
knows nothing about art or culture (disap¬ 
proving use) □ It's no use inviting Ray, he's such 
a barbarian when it comes to opera. 

barbaric [ba:r'baerik] adj [act, behavior] very cru¬ 
el □ the barbaric treatment of prisoners of war □ 
Some of my friends think eating veal is barbaric. 

barbarous f'bcmbaras] adj -1. [tribe, people] 

rough and wild. -2. [act, behavior] very cruel. 

barbecue ['ba:rbikju:] o n -1. an outdoor grill 
on which meat, fish etc is cooked over an 
open fire. -2. an outdoor party at which 
people eat food that has been cooked on a 
barbecue □ We re invited to a barbecue, o vt 
[meat, fish] to cook <food> on a barbecue. 

W BARBECUES 

Although barbecues have become more 
common in the UK, they are still not as 
popular as in the USA and Australia, where 
they are an important part of social life. Bar¬ 
becues can take place on any occasion, not 
just informal family meals, and they are a 
traditional way of celebrating national holi- 



77 baritone 

days like the Fourth of July and Australia 
Day. Many people have a barbecue in their 
backyard, and in the USA and Australia 
parks and campsites often have special bar¬ 
becue areas. If you are invited to a bar¬ 
becue, or “barbie”, in Australia, you may be 
asked to “bring a plate” — a plateful of 
food — as a contribution to the meal. 

barbed [ba:rbd] adj -1. [hook, arrow, spear] that 
has one or more sharp curved points. 
-2. [comment, remark] sharp and unkind □ He 
kept making barbed jokes about his ex-wife. 

barbed wire n wire with sharp points on it 
that is used in a fence, on top of a wall etc 
to prevent people or animals from entering 
or leaving a place □ a barbed-wire fence. 

barber ['ba:rb3r] « a man whose job is to cut 
men’s hair. ■ a barber's (shop) the place 
where a barber works. 

Barbican ['ba:rbikan]: the Barbican (Arts Centre) 
a cultural center in London that includes a 
concert hall, movie theater, two theaters, a 
library, and an art gallery, 

barbie ['ba:rbi] « AUS & GB = barbecue (informal 
use). 

barbiturate [ba:rlbitj3r3t] n a type of drug that 
makes people calm and helps them to sleep. 

Barcelona [,ba:rs3'louna] a city in eastern 
Spain, on the Mediterranean. It is the capital 
of Catalonia, and Spain's most important 
port, population: 1,643,542. 

bar chart « GB = bar graph, 

bar code n a code made up of numbers and 
lines that is printed on a product and gives 
information about its price, identity etc 
which can be read by a computer at a store 
checkout. 

bare [besr] o adj -1. [foot, leg, arm] not covered 
with clothes; [tree, branch] not covered with 
leaves; [ground, hill] not covered with plants □ 
Don't go out in your bare feet. □ The trees were 
bare and there was snow on the ground. -2. the 
bare facts the most basic and simple facts □ / 
just told him the bare facts of the situation. 
-3. the bare minimum the smallest possible 
amount □ They pay them the absolute bare mini¬ 
mum. □ / took the bare minimum of clothing/cash. 
m the bare necessities or essentials only the 
things that are completely necessary. -4. 
[room, cupboard, floorboards] not filled, cov¬ 
ered, or decorated □ The walls look rather bare, 
o vt -1. to remove clothing from <one’s 
head, legs> etc so that one’s skin can be 
seen .□ I wouldn't dare bare my body in public. 
-2. the dog bared its teeth the dog showed 
its teeth as a sign of aggression, 

bareback ['be3rbaek] o ad/ a bareback rider a 
person who rides a horse without a saddle. 
■ bareback riding the activity of riding a 
horse without a saddle, o adv to ride bare- 
back to ride a horse without a saddle, 

barefaced [,be3r'feist] adj a barefaced lie a lie 
told by somebody who does not care if oth¬ 
er people know they are lying, 

barefoot [’beafot], barefooted [,bear‘fut3d] 

o adj [person] who is not wearing shoes or 
socks, o adv: She walked barefoot over the peb¬ 
bles. 

bareheaded [,be3r'hed3d] o adj [person] who is 
not wearing a hat. o adv: Several refugees sat 
bareheaded in the hot sun. 

barelegged [,bear'legd] o adj [person] who is 
not wearing anything on their legs, o adv: 
They ran barelegged down to the stream. 

barely ['bearlr] adv -1. I could barely keep 
awake I kept awake, but it was very difficult 
□ There's barely enough to feed four of us. -2. 
she had barely arrived she had arrived only 
a very short time before □ But we've barely 
met! 

bargain ['badgsn] o « -l. an agreement be¬ 
tween two people or two groups of people 
that each of them will do something in re¬ 
turn for something else □ I've kept my side of 
the bargain, m to make or strike a bargain to 
decide the terms of a bargain. -2. something 
that is on sale for a price that is cheaper 
than normal or than expected □ There are 
some real bargains in the sale. □ / got a good bar¬ 
gain at that hardware store. □ What a bargain! 
o vi to discuss the terms of an agreement or 
sale and try to persuade the other person or 
people involved to accept the conditions 
that one wants □ They are currently bargaining 
with the unions for a peaceful settlement. □ He's 
still bargaining over the price. 

♦ into the bargain adv a phrase used to em¬ 
phasize an extra advantage that somebody 
or something provides □ She's a great organiz¬ 
er and a gifted linguist into the bargain. 

♦ bargain for, bargain on vt fus l/he/she etc 
hadn't bargained for sthg I/he/she etc hadn’t 
expected sthg □ They hadn't bargained on so 
many people turning up. □ He got more than he 
bargained for when he asked Matt to stay. 

bargain basement comp bargain basement 
prices prices that are much lower than 

usual. 
bargaining power [’badgamg-] n the amount 

of power a person or group has when nego¬ 
tiating an agreement about prices, pay, 
terms etc. 

barge [ba:rd3] o n a type of long boat with a 
flat bottom that is used to carry heavy loads 
on canals or rivers, o vi to rush in a force¬ 
ful, clumsy, or rude way □ / tried to stop him, 
but he barged straight past me. 

♦ barge in vi to enter in a forceful, clumsy, 
or rude way □ She just barged in demanding to 
see the manager. ■ to barge in on sb/sthg to 
interrupt sb/sthg rudely □ He barged in on us/ 
our conversation without a word of apology. 

♦ barge into vt fus -1. to barge into sb to 
bump into sb heavily or clumsily. -2. to 
barge into a room to enter a room in a force¬ 
ful, clumsy, or rude way. 

bar graph us, bar chart GB « a graph in 
which rectangles of different lengths repre¬ 
sent particular amounts. 

baritone [’baerstoun] n a male singing voice 
that is lower than a tenor but higher than a 
bass □ a rich baritone voice. 
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barium meal [.beariam-] n a chemical mixture 
that is drunk by a patient before an X-ray in 
order to allow the internal organs to be seen 
more clearly. 

bark [ba:rk] o « -1. the loud harsh noise made 
by a dog □ The dog gave a loud bark. ■ his bark 
is worse than his bite he appears much more 
unfriendly and frightening than he really is 
(informal use). -2. the hard, rough, outer cov¬ 
ering of the trunk and branches of a tree □ a 
piece of tree bark, o vt [order, instructions, com¬ 

mand] to shout <sthg> in a sudden unfriend¬ 
ly way □ The sergeant-major was barking out or¬ 
ders to his men. o vi [dog] to make a loud 
harsh noise □ The dog was barking at me. 

barking ['ba:rkir)] « the sound of a dog that is 
barking □ I'll go mad if that barking doesn't stop 
soon. 

barley l'ba:rli] n a plant similar to tall grass 
that has long straight hairs growing from 
the head of each stalk; the grain of this 
plant grown for food and used for making 
beer and whiskey. 

barley sugar n GB a type of hard candy made 
from boiled sugar. 

barley water n GB a type of non-alcoholic 
drink made from barley that usually has a 
lemon or orange flavor, 

barmaid ['ba:rmeid] n GB a woman who serves 
drinks in a bar or pub. 

barman ['ba:rman] (/?/ barmen [-man]) « GB a 
man who serves drinks in a bar or pub. 

bar mitzvah [,ba:r'mitsv3] n a religious cer¬ 
emony that takes place when a Jewish boy 
becomes 13 years old. It means he is old 
enough to carry out religious duties, 

barn [ba:rn] n a large farm building used for 
storing crops or for keeping animals in. 

barnacle ['ba:rnokl] n a small shellfish that at¬ 
taches itself to rocks, the bottom of boats 
etc and is very difficult to remove. 

Barnardo's [b3r'na:rdooz] a British charity that 
provides homes and schools for orphans and 
poor children. 

barn dance n a party at which people do 
country dancing; a type of dance done at 
such an event. 

barn owl n a type of owl that has brown and 
white feathers and a heart-shaped face, 

barometer [ba'rDmatal n -1. an instrument for 
measuring air pressure that is used to pre¬ 
dict changes in the weather. -2. something 
that gives a sign of changes or of what peo¬ 
ple think □ These polls are always a useful ba¬ 
rometer of public opinion. 

baron [US 'beran, GB ’baer-] « -1. a man who is 
a member of a low rank of the nobility and 
whose title can be given to his son when he 
dies. -2. an oil/a press etc baron an extreme¬ 
ly powerful businessman who makes their 
money from oil/newspapers etc. 

baroness [US 'beranes, GB ’baer-] n a woman 
who has the same rank as a baron; the wife 
of a baron. 

baronet [US 'beranat, GB 'baer-] n a nobleman 
who is lower in rank than a baron, and 

whose title can be given to his son when he 
dies. 

baroque [US ba'rouk, GB -'ink] adj -1. [art, archi¬ 

tecture] typical of a detailed and dramatic 
style used in Europe between the sixteenth 
and eighteenth centuries. -2. [music] typical 
of a style of seventeenth and eighteenth 
century European composers, e.g. Bach and 
Vivaldi. -3. [writing, style] that contains very' 
descriptive language and is too complicated. 

barrack [US 'berak, GB 'baer-] o vt GB to inter¬ 
rupt <a speaker> by shouting loudly, o vi to 
barrack for sb/sthg AUS [for players, a team] to 
shout words of encouragement to sb/sthg 
that one supports. 

♦ barracks npl a building or group of build¬ 
ings where soldiers live □ army barracks. 

barracking [US 'berakig, GB 'baer-] n GB the act 
of interrupting a speaker by shouting loudly. 

barracuda [US ,bera'ku:da, GB ,baera'kju:da] n a 
large tropical fish that eats the flesh of other 
fish and other animals. 

barrage [senses i & 2 us ba'ra:3, GB 'baera:3, 
sense 3 US 'ba:rid3, GB 'b£era:3] n -1. the firing 
of a lot of guns, often before the start of an 
attack □ a barrage of heavy artillery fire. -2. a 
barrage of complaints/criticism etc a large 
number of complaints/criticisms etc that 
come one after the other □ She was met with 
a barrage of questions. -3. GB a structure that 
is built across a river to control the depth of 
the water, e.g. to help with irrigation or pre¬ 
vent flooding. 

barred [bu:rd] adj a barred window a window 
that has bars across it to prevent people 
from getting through. 

barrel [US 'beral, GB 'baer-] n -1. a large round 
container that is wider in the middle than at 
the top or bottom, and is usually made of 
wood □ a beer barrel. -2. [of oil] a unit (159 li¬ 
ters) for measuring an amount of oil □ They 
have a production capacity of two million barrels a 
day. -3. [of a gun] the tube of a gun that the 
bullet travels down when it is fired. 

barrel organ n a large musical instrument on 
wheels that plays a tune when the handle is 
turned and was often used in the past to en¬ 
tertain people in the street. 

barren [US 'beran, GB 'baer-] adj (literary use) 
-1. [field, land] that cannot produce crops. -2. 
[discussion, time] that does not produce any 
useful results. -3. [woman] who is not able 
to have children. 

barrette [ba'ret] n US a clip used to hold a 
woman’s hair in place. 

barricade fbaera'keid] o n a temporary barrier 
across a road, passage, or entrance, o vt to 
block <a street, door, window> etc by 
building a barricade. ■ to barricade oneself in 
to put barricades across all the entrances to 
the building that one is in, preventing any¬ 
body else from entering. 

barrier [us 'berir, GB 'baeria] n -1. something 
that prevents people or things from moving 
from one place to another, e.g. a fence or 
gate □ You have to show your passport at the 
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barrier. -2. something that makes contact, 
agreement etc between people difficult or 
impossible □ a language/trade barrier □ This 
change in the law removes the last barrier to a 
settlement. 

barrier cream « a cream used to protect 
one’s skin against dirt or infection, 

barrier method n a form of contraception 
that uses a physical object, e.g. a condom or 
diaphragm, rather than a drug, 

barring ['bairirj] prep -1. except for <sb/sthg> 
□ All the projects, barring one, are now complete. 
-2. a word used to say that something will 
happen unless something else prevents it □ 
Barring further complications, we start tomorrow. 

barrio [US 'boiriou, GB 'baer-] tt US a part of a 
US town or city where many Spanish¬ 
speaking people live. 

barrister [US 'beristr, GB 'baerista] n in England, 
Wales, and Australia, a lawyer who speaks in 
the higher courts of law to represent a client, 

barroom ['ba:rru:m] tt US a room or building 
with a bar where alcohol is served, 

barrow [US 'berou, GB 'beer-] tt -1. a small cart, 
usually used for selling fruit and vegetables 
at markets. -2. = wheelbarrow, 

bar stool « a high stool for people to sit on 
at a bar or counter. 

Bart, abbr of baronet. 

bartender ['ba:rtend3r] tt US a person whose 
job is to serve drinks at a bar. 

barter ['ba:rtar] o vt to exchange <goods> for 
other goods, without using money □ They 
barter farm produce for clothes, o vi: They come 
to the market to barter, o tt: a barter economy. 

base [beis] o n -1. [of a tree, one's spine, a trian¬ 
gle! the bottom or lowest part of something 
□ The bud grows at the base of the branch. 
-2. [for a mixture, paint] the main part of 
something to which other things are added 
□ The stock forms the base of your sauce. □ 
Cream is a good base color. -3. sport in base¬ 
ball, one of the four points on the field that 
players have to run around in order to score 
points. -4. military the place in a particular 
area where an army, navy etc keeps its staff 
and equipment and from where activities in 
that area are organized □ Report back to base 
when you have accomplished your mission. 
-5. business the main office of a company or 
organization in a particular country, city etc 
□ We have a base in London. -6. [for a salesman, 
tourist, climber] a place where one has one s 
home, office etc and from which one travels 
to other places in the same country, region, 
or area □ From her base in Hong Kong, she cov¬ 
ers the whole of the Far East. □ They used our 
apartment as a base and took the subway into 

town each day. 
o vt -1. to be based in a place (company, em¬ 
ployee] to have a place as a base or main lo¬ 
cation □ Where are you based? □ The company s 
main activities are based in Paris. -2. to base 
sthg on or upon sthg to use sthg as the point 
from which to develop sthg □ The plot of the 

novel is based on a true story. 

o adj [person, behavior] that one thinks is bad 
and does not deserve respect (literary use), 

baseball ['beisboil] « a game, played mainly in 
the USA, between two teams of nine play¬ 
ers. A player from one team hits a ball with 
a bat and scores points by running around 
four points in the field, known as bases. 
The other team tries to prevent this by 
throwing the ball to a base before the batter 
has reached it. 

baseball cap « a hat that fits tighdy over the 
top of one’s head and has a curved part that 
sticks out in front. 

baseboard ['beisba:rd] it US the strip of wood 
that covers the bottom of a wall in a room 
or corridor. 

base camp n the main camp used, especially 
by mountaineers, as a base for expeditions, 

-based [beist] suffix added to a word to show 
where a person, organization etc has their 
base or to show what the most important 
part of something is □ a Tokyo-based firm □ 
The mixture is water-based. 

baseless [‘beislas] adj [fears, doubts, gossip] not 
based on facts. 

baseline ['beislain] « the line that marks each 
end of the,playing area in tennis, badminton 

etc. 
basement ['beismant] n a story of a building 

that is below ground level, 

base metal n a metal that is not very valu¬ 
able, e.g. iron or lead (old-fashioned use), 

base rate n the interest rate that banks use as 
a basis when calculating other rates, 

bases [’beisiiz] plural of basis, 

bash [baej] (informal use) on-1. [on the head, 

knee] a hard blow. -2. [for a celebration] a par¬ 
ty. o vt (person, vehicle, head] to hit <sb/ 

sthg> hard. 
bashful ['baejfl] adj [person, smile] shy. 

basic ['beisik] adj -1. [need, problem, aim] that is 
the most important part of something and 
that depends on or is connected with every¬ 
thing else □ Her basic argument is that saving 
energy means saving money. □ These things are 
basic to our corporate strategy. -2. [skill, vocabu¬ 

lary, food] that is simple but is necessary and 
can be developed or added to; [salary, model] 

that has nothing extra added □ These are the 
basic ingredients. -3. to be basic [room, accom¬ 

modation] to be simple and have nothing 
more than is necessary □ Their apartment is 

quite basic. 
♦ basics ttpl-1. the simplest, but often the most 

important parts of something □ the basics of 
computing/French. -2. the items of something, 
e.g. food or equipment, that are most impor¬ 
tant for a particular situation or activity □ They 
learned to survive with just the basics. 

BASIC ['beisik] (abbr of Beginner's All-purpose 
Symbolic Instruction Code) « a form of lan¬ 
guage used for programing a computer, 

basically ['beisikli] adv a word used when em¬ 
phasizing the most important aspect of 
something or when giving a simple descnp- 
tion of something complicated □ They amount 
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to basically the same thing. □ He is basically a 
kind person. □ Basically, we're just very different. 

basic rate n GB the standard or lowest rate of 
taxation or interest. 

basic wage n a wage with no extra pay¬ 
ments, e.g. for overtime or commission, 

basil [US 'beizl, GB ’baszl] n an herb with thin wide 
leaves that have a strong pleasant smell, 

basin ['beisn] « -1. [in a bathroom] a small sink 
for washing one’s hands and face in. 
-2. geography an area where several rivers 
flow into a large river, a lake, or the sea □ 
the Amazon Basin. -3. GB [for food,- liquid] a 
large bowl used for mixing food in; a large 
bowl used for washing dishes in. 

basis [’beisas] {pi bases) n -1. the part of a 
plan, idea, organization etc that everything 
else develops from □ the basis of his argument 
□ The text can be used as a basis for discussion. 
-2. on the basis of sthg a phrase used to 
show the reason for a particular action or 
decision □ We made the decision on the basis of 
what we had been told. □ He did it on the basis 
that he had nothing to lose. ■ to do sthg on a 
regular/daily/weekly basis to do sthg regu¬ 
larly/every day/every week, 

bask [US baesk, GB ba:sk] vi -1. to bask in the 
sun to sit or lie somewhere and enjoy the 
heat from the sun □ The others were out bask¬ 
ing in the sun. -2. to bask in sthg [in some¬ 

body's approval, praise] to enjoy sthg □ He's 
basking in the glory of his recent Broadway suc¬ 
cess. 

basket [US 'baeskat, GB 'ba:sk-] n -1. a container 
made of woven strips of straw, wood, plas¬ 
tic, wire etc and used for carrying or storing 
things □ a shopping basket. -2. finance a bas¬ 
ket of currencies the average value of several 
different currencies. -3. basketball a small 
round net that is open at the bottom and is 
fixed high above the ground at each end of 
a basketball court. Points are scored by 
throwing the ball through this net. 

basketball [us 'basskatbod, GB 'bcusk-] n a game 
between two teams of five players, played 
on a court with a basket at each end. Points 
are scored by throwing a large ball through 
the other team’s basket; the ball used in this 
game. 

basketwork [US 'b£eskatW3:rk, GB 'ba:skatw3:k] 
« the craft of weaving baskets and other ob¬ 
jects from strips of wood or cane, 

basking shark [us 'ba:skig-, gb 'bu:sk-] n a 
large shark that eats plankton and often 
swims near the surface of the sea. 

Basque [baesk] o n a member of a people liv¬ 
ing in the Basque Country, the region be¬ 
tween southwestern France and north¬ 
eastern Spain; the language of this people, 
o adj: Basque literature/traditions. 

Basque Provinces: the Basque Provinces a 
self-governing region of northern Spain, size: 
7,250 sq kms. population: 2,099,978 
(Basques), capital: Vitoria, main city: Bilbao. 

bass1 [beis] o adj [note, voice] low in sound. 
On-1. a man who sings the lowest range 

of musical notes. -2. = double bass. -3. = 
bass guitar. 

bass2 [bass] (pi bass or basses) n a fish that 
lives in rivers or the sea and is eaten. 

bass clef [,beis-] n a symbol (*)■) at the begin¬ 
ning of a line of music that shows that the 
notes are in the lower range. 

bass drum [,beis-] n a large drum that pro- # 
duces a low sound. 

basset ['baesat] n a basset (hound) a dog 
that has short legs, a long body, and long 
ears. 

bass guitar [,bets-] « an electric guitar 
with four strings that is used to play bass 
notes. 

bassoon [ba'suin] n a large woodwind instru¬ 
ment that produces a low sound. 

Bass Strait [,baes-]: the Bass Strait the channel 
of water between Tasmania and Australia. 

bastard [US 'baestard, GB 'baistad] n -l.'? a 

word used to describe somebody, usually a 
man, in a way that seems insulting but is 
meant as a joke (very informal use) □ You 
lucky/silly/clever bastard I -2.T a word used to 
describe a man that one dislikes and finds 
very unpleasant (offensive use). -3. a person 
whose parents are not married to each other 
(old-fashioned use). 

baste [beist] vt to cover <meat> with hot fat 
and its own juices while it is cooking to 
keep it moist. 

bastion [US 'basstfan, GB 'brestian] n something 
that allows a principle or way of life to con¬ 
tinue at a time when it is threatened or 
seems likely to disappear □ the last bastion of 
monetarism. 

BASW (abbr of British Association of Social 

Workers) n the BASW a British labor union 
for social workers. 

bat [baet] (pt & pp batted, cont batting) o n 
-1. a small flying animal that looks like a 
mouse with wings and hunts for its food at 
night. -2. sport a piece of wood with a par¬ 
ticular shape and a handle at one end, that 
is used for hitting a ball, e.g. in baseball, 
cricket, or table tennis. -3. phrases (informal 
use) right off the bat US immediately □ Right 
off the bat, I knew something was wrong. ■ to 

do sthg off one's own bat GB to do sthg with¬ 
out being told to do it □ She did all the re¬ 
search off her own bat. 

o vt to hit <a ball> with a bat. 

o vi [baseball player, cricketer, team] to try to 
score runs by hitting the ball with a bat. 

batch [bretf] n [of papers, products] a group of 
things that are similar and are produced or 
dealt with at the same time; [of recruits, 

trainees] a number of people who are dealt 
with by an organization as a group □ The 
first batch of applications/applicants was being 
processed by the personnel department. 

batch file n a computer file that contains a 
series of commands and is used to avoid 
having to type in each command separately. 

batch processing « the processing by a com¬ 
puter of a batch of information that has 
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been collected together over a period of 
time. 

bated ['beitsd] adj with bated breath not 
knowing what will happen and so very ex¬ 
cited or nervous □ We watched/waited with 
bated breath for news of the verdict. 

bath [US baeG, GB ba:0] o n -1. a large contain¬ 
er, usually fitted against a wall, that one sits 
or lies in to wash one’s body □ He forgot to 
clean the bath. -2. to have or take a bath to sit 
or lie in a bath that is filled with water and 
wash oneself □ / had a bath when I got home, 
o vt GB [baby, old person] to wash <sb> in a 
bath. 

♦ baths tipi GB an indoor public swimming 
pool. 

bath chair n a type of old-fashioned wheel¬ 
chair, usually with a cover over the top. 

bath cube n a cube of bath salts that dis¬ 
solves in water. 

bathe [beid] o vt -1. to wash <a wound, cut> 
etc in water or another liquid □ / bathed my 
foot in antiseptic. -2. to be bathed in light to be 
filled or covered with light (literary use) □ The 
garden was bathed in sunshine, o vi -1. US to 
have a bath. -2. GB to swim for pleasure in a 
lake, river etc. 

bather ['beidafl h GB a person who is swim¬ 
ming or playing in a lake, river etc. 

♦ bathers npl aus a swimsuit. 

bathing ['beidiTj] n GB the activity of swim¬ 
ming for pleasure □ 'No bathing.’ 

bathing cap n a cap that is worn to keep 
one’s hair dry when one is swimming, 

bathing suit n a piece of clothing made to be 
worn while swimming, 

bathing trunks npl shorts worn by men 
when swimming (old-fashioned use), 

bath mat n a mat placed next to a bath so 
that one can stand on it when drying one¬ 
self. 

bath oil n oil that is added to bathwater to 
give it a pleasant smell, 

bathrobe [US 'baeGroub, GB 'ba:G-] n -1. a long 
loose piece of clothing, usually made of 
toweling, that is worn after having a bath or 
a swim. -2. US a loose piece of clothing 
worn over nightwear or underwear, espe¬ 
cially after just getting out of bed. 

bathroom [US 'basGruim, GB 'bu:0-] n -1. a room 
that contains a bath or shower and usually a 
sink and toilet. -2. US a room in which there 

is a toilet. 
bath salts npl crystals that are added to a 

bath to soften the water and give it a pleas¬ 

ant smell. 

bath towel n a large towel, 

bathtub [US ‘baeGtAb, GB 'ba:0-] n a large con¬ 
tainer that one sits in or lies in to wash 

one’s body. 
bathwater [US 'bsGwoitr, GB 'baiGwoita] n the 

water that one takes a bath in □ Add a few 

drops to your bathwater. 

batik [ba'tiik] « a process of printing designs 
on cloth by putting wax on the areas that 

are not to be dyed; a piece of cloth with a 
design printed on it in this way □ a batik 
shirt/dress/scarf. 

Batman [’baetmaen] a US cartoon character 
who wears a black cloak and mask. He 
fights crime with his partner Robin, 

baton [US ba'ta-.n, GB 'baetDn] n -1. MUSIC a 
short thin stick used by a conductor to con¬ 
duct an orchestra. -2. sport a short stick that 
is passed from one runner to the next in a 
relay race. -3. GB [used by the police] a heavy 
stick used as a weapon by the police, 

batsman ['baetsman] (pi batsmen [-man]) n a 
player in cricket who is batting, or who spe¬ 
cializes in batting. 

battalion [ba'taelian] n a large unit of soldiers 
made up of three or four companies, 

batten ['baetn] « a long flat strip of wood used 
for strengthening things or for fixing them 
in place. 

♦ batten down vt fus to batten down the 
hatches to prepare oneself for a difficult pe¬ 
riod in the near future. 

batter ['bastafl o vt to hit <sb/sthg> hard 
many times with one’s fists or something 
heavy □ He had been battered to death, o vi to 
batter something □ He was battering at the 
door. On -1. sport in baseball, the player 
who hits the ball. -2. cooking a mixture of 
flour, eggs, and milk, used e.g. for making 
pancakes or covering food before frying it a 
Dip the fish in batter. 

♦ batter down vt sep to batter sthg down 
[door, barrier] to batter sthg until it falls 
down. 

battered ['baetard] adj -1. a battered baby/wife 
a baby/wife who has been a victim of vio¬ 
lence from somebody in their family □ a ref¬ 
uge for battered wives. -2. [car, briefcase] that 
looks old and in bad condition □ Prof. Burns 
turned up on a battered old bicycle. 

battering ['baetariij] n to take a battering [city, 

building, object] to suffer damage as a result 
of being hit, attacked etc many times; [team, 

political party] to suffer a bad defeat □ The Old 
Town took a real battering in the war. □ The 
Democrats took a battering in the poll. 

battering ram n a long heavy piece of wood 
used by armies in the past for breaking 
down doors, walls, or gates, 

battery ['baetari] (pi batteries) n -1. electricity 
a device that produces electricity, e.g. for a 
radio or car □ The car battery is flat again. 
-2. military a group of big guns fixed in one 
place. -3. a battery of tests/measures etc a 
large number of tests/measures etc that 
come together □ She met with a battery of in¬ 

sults. 
battery charger n a device for putting elec¬ 

tricity into batteries. 

battery hen n a hen that is kept with a lot of 
other hens in small cages to lay eggs, 

battle [’baetl] o « -1. a fight between large 
groups of people □ the Battle of Waterloo/ 
Midway □ a battle between police and demonstra¬ 
tors □ He was killed in battle. -2. a situation in 
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which somebody tries very hard to get or 
achieve something, especially when they are 
opposed by somebody or something else □ 
the battle for freedom/power □ the battle against 
poverty/inflation □ a battle with the authorities □ 
It's a real battle to get her to do her homework. ■ 
a battle of wits a struggle or contest between 
people using intelligence and not violence. ■ 
to be half the battle to be a very important 
step toward achieving something □ Getting to 
see him is half the battle, now all you have to do 
is to convince him. ■ to be fighting a losing bat¬ 
tle to be trying to do something when it is 
obvious that one cannot succeed, 
o vi to try very hard to get or achieve some¬ 
thing, especially in difficult or unpleasant 
circumstances □ She battled to save his life. □ 
He's battling against cancer/for power, 
o vt US to battle against <sb/sthg> □ Evans 
had been battling the disease for W years. 

battledress ['baetldres] n GB a soldier’s uniform 
for fighting □ troops in battledress. 

battlefield ['baetlfisld], battleground [baetl- 
graund] n -1. a place where a battle takes 
place. -2. a subject that people argue about 
strongly o The health system will be the political 
battlefield for the next election. 

battlements ['baetlmsnts] npl a wall around 
the top of a castle that has spaces through 
which guns or arrows can be fired, 

battleship [’baetlfip] « the largest kind of war¬ 
ship. 

bauble t'borbl] n a piece of cheap jewelry; a 
cheap ornament. 

baud [bo:d] n a unit for measuring the speed 
at which information is passed between 
computers. 

baud rate « the speed at which information 
is passed between computers, 

baulk [bo:k] vi = balk. 

Bavaria [ba'vearia] a state in south Germany. 
size: 70,550 sq kms. population: 11,220,735 
(Bavarians). capital: Munich, 

bawdy ['bo:di] (compar bawdier, super! bawdi¬ 
est) ad) [joke, story, songl that refers to sex in 
a humorous and vulgar way. 

bawl [boil] o vi -1. to shout loudly and harsh¬ 
ly □ / could hear the two of them bawling at each 
other. -2. [baby, child] to cry loudly, o vf [com¬ 
mand, insult] to shout <sthg> loudly and 
harshly □ "Get out!" he bawled. 

bay [bei] o n -1. geography a part of the coast 
where the land curves in and surrounds the 
water on three sides □ a hotel overlooking the 
bay. -2. [of a building] an area in or outside a 
building that is marked in a particular way 
and used for a particular purpose o a parking/ 
loading bay. -3. [horse] a reddish-brown horse. 
-4. phrase to keep sb/sthg at bay to stop sb/ 
sthg from approaching, attacking, or affect¬ 
ing one □ We're desperately trying to keep our 
creditors at bay while we figure out our finances, 
o vi [dog, wolf] to howl. 

bay leaf n a leaf of the bay tree, used in 
cooking as a flavoring. 

Bay of Biscay l-'biskei]: the Bay of Biscay a 

large bay in the Atlantic between western 
France and northern Spain. The sea there is 

often rough. 

Bay of Pigs: the Bay of Pigs a bay in Cuba 
where an invading force of Cuban exiles 
and US troops was defeated by Cuban 

troops in 1961. 

bayonet f'beianat] « a knife attached to the 

end of a gun. 

bay tree n a Mediterranean laurel tree that 
has shiny dark-green leaves, 

bay window tt a window that is rounded or 
has three sides and sticks out from the main 
wall of a building. 

bazaar [ba'za:1] n -1. a marketplace, especially 
in North Africa or the Middle East. -2. a sale 
of goods held in order to collect money for 
a particular charity or organization □ a 
church bazaar. 

bazooka [bs'zuika] n a long antitank gun 
shaped like a tube that is held on the shoul¬ 
der when it is fired. 

BB n abbr of Boys’ Brigade. 

B&Bn abbr of bed and breakfast. 

BBB (abbr of Better Business Bureau) « the BBB 
an organization that aims to defend the 
standards of service provided by businesses, 
e.g. hotels or insurance companies. 

BBC (abbr of British Broadcasting Corporation) 
n the BBC the British state-owned radio and 
television company. 

BBQ, bbq abbr of barbecue. 

BC -1. {abbr of before Christ) before the birth 
of Jesus Christ, according to the modem 
Western calendar □ He died in 48 BC. -2. abbr 
of British Columbia. 
NOTE: Compare AD. 

BCG {abbr of Bacillus Calmette-Guerin) n a vac¬ 
cine against tuberculosis. 

BD {abbr of Bachelor of Divinity) n a degree in 
the study of religion; a person who has this 
degree. 

B/D abbr of bank draft. 

BDS {abbr of Bachelor of Dental Science) n a 
degree in dentistry; a person who has this 
degree. 

be [stressed bii, unstressed bi] {pt was or were, 
pp been) o aux vb -1. used with the -ing 
form of the verb to make continuous tenses 
□ She was cooking dinner when I arrived. □ 
They've been waiting for ages. □ She's starting 
work on Monday. -2. used with the past parti¬ 
ciple to make passive tenses □ The bottle had 
already been opened. -3. used in various types 
of sentence to represent whole clauses 
where the main verb is “be” □ It was fun, 
wasn't it? □ I'm sure she'll be better than he was. 
□ "Aren't you Linda's brother?" — "Yes, I am." 
-4. used with “to” and the infinitive for 
events that will or should happen in the 
near future. ■ we are to meet at 8 pm it is 
planned that we will meet at 8 pm. ■ you 
are not to open it you must not open it. ■ I 
was to find this out later I found this out lat¬ 
er (used of events that are seen as impor- 
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tant). -5. used to show what might happen 
□ If I were you, I'd go. 

o vi (+ complement) -1. used before adjec¬ 
tives, nouns, adverbs etc to describe the 
subject of a sentence □ I'm Scottish/from Scot¬ 
land. □ The children are being difficult. □ She’s a 
doctor/a fine violinist. □ Aren't you Doreen West? 
■ how are you? used to say “hello" or to ask 
whether somebody is well □ "Hello, how are 
you?" — "I'm fine thanks." -2. used to show 
age, time, place, price etc □ / was 16 (years 
old) when I left school. □ The concert is this even¬ 
ing. □ The cafe is at the end of this road, on the 
left. □ He's been at home all day. □ The meal was 
$10 a head. □ The shirt is pure silk. -3. used 
with “it” to show times, dates, distances, 
and weather □ It's February 7 today. □ It's ex¬ 
actly 3 o'clock. □ It was too hot to go out. 
-4. used to put emphasis on the most im¬ 
portant item □ What I need is a drink! □ It was 
Peter who first mentioned it. -5. used with 
“there” to show that something exists, or 
where it is □ Have there been any messages for 
me? □ There's a hole in my sock. 

♦ be that as it may adv that is perhaps true, 
but it is not relevant and I want to change 
the subject □ Be that as it may, we still have to 
confront the problem of corruption. 

B/E abbr of bill of exchange. 

beach [bi:t/] o « an area of sand or pebbles at 
the edge of a sea or lake □ Let's go to the 
beach. □ We spent the day at the beach. □ Chil¬ 
dren were playing on the beach. □ The area is 
known for its unspoilt beaches, o vt to force or 
pull <a boat> onto the beach. 

beach ball n a large light ball for playing with 
at the beach. 

beach buggy n a car with very wide wheels 
that is used for traveling on sandy beaches. 

beachcomber [lbi:tJ'koomar] « a person who 
looks for valuable things left by the tide on 
a beach. 

beachhead ['birtJhed] « a part of a beach that 
has been captured from the enemy, and 
where an army can land its soldiers and 
equipment □ An advance party of marines estab¬ 
lished or secured a beachhead. 

beachwear [lbi:tJ'wegr] n clothing that is de¬ 
signed to be worn on the beach □ Beachwear 
should not be worn in the restaurant. 

beacon [‘biikan] n -1. [on land] a fire, usually 
on a hill or a tower, that has been lit as a 
signal or warning. -2. shipping an object with 
a light on it, e.g. a lighthouse, that shows 
boats they are near land or in dangerous 
waters. -3. radio a transmitter that sends 
out radio signals so that ships and aircraft 
can check their position. 

Beacon Hill an expensive area of Boston. 

bead [bird] n -1. a small round piece of col¬ 
ored glass, wood, or plastic with a hole 
through the middle, used in jewelry □ a 
string of beads □ a bead necklace. -2. a small 
drop of liquid □ By now his forehead was cov¬ 
ered with beads of sweat. 

beaded [’bi:dgd] adj [dress, bag] decorated with 
beads. 

beading ['biidirj] n a narrow strip of wood for 
decorating furniture or doors, 

beady ['biidi] (compar beadier, superl beadiest) 
adj beady eyes small, round, bright eyes that 
are not attractive. 

beagle [’bi:gl] n a dog with short legs and 
large ears, kept as a pet or for hunting, 

beak [biik] n the hard pointed part of a bird’s 
mouth. 

beaker ['bi:kgr] n a large cup or glass, usually 
without a handle. 

be-all n the be-all and end-all the main pur¬ 
pose or most important part of something a 
Money isn't the be-all and end-all, you know. 

beam [bi:m] o « -l. [of wood] a long thick 
piece of wood, usually used for supporting 
the roof of a building □ an old house with big, 
thick wooden beams. -2. [of light] a line of 
light, e.g. from a flashlight or car headlight □ 
Lasers produce a very narrow beam of light. 
-3. US auto high/low beams car lights that 
point straight ahead/toward the ground, 
o vt to send cradio or television signals> 
somewhere by using electronic equipment □ 
Pictures of the opening ceremony were beamed 
all round the world. 
o vi -1. [person] to smile happily □ They were 
beaming with joy. □ She beamed at me in delight. 
-2. [sun, light] to shine brightly □ The spotlight 
was beaming down on her. 

beaming ['bfimig] adj [face, person] that is 
smiling happily □ She turned and gave me a 
beaming smile. 

bean [bi:n] n -1. a seed that comes from a 
climbing plant and that is dried and eaten as 
a vegetable; a long thin pod containing such 
seeds that is eaten fresh □ green heaps □ kid¬ 
ney beans. -2. a seed that comes from a plant 
and is used to make certain food and drinks 
□ coffee/cocoa beans. -3. phrases to be full of 
beans [person] to be very lively (informal use) 
□ You're full of beans today! ■ to spill the beans 
to tell a secret at the wrong time or to the 
wrong person (informal use). 

beanbag [’biinbseg] n a very large and loosely 
filled cushion, used as a seat, 

beanshoot ['bi:nfu:t], beansprout ['bimspraot] 
n a small shoot that has grown from a mung 
bean, used especially in Chinese cooking, 

bear [beor] (pt bore, pp borne) o « -1. a large 
wild animal with a big head, thick fur, and 
strong claws □ a brown bear. -2. finance a 
person who sells shares in order to buy 
them back when the prices have fallen. 
o vt -1. to bear the weight of sb/sthg to sup¬ 
port the weight of sb/sthg □ Metal girders 
bear the weight of the roof. -2. [blame, respon¬ 
sibility, burden] to have to accept or deal with 
<sthg> □ The cost of the new rail link will be 
borne by taxpayers. -3. [mark, signs, resem¬ 
blance] to have <sthg> in a way that can be 
seen or noticed by other people □ He still 
bears the scars from his accident. □ The pub¬ 
lished article bears absolutely no resemblance to 
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what I originally wrote. -4. I/he/she can't bear it 
I/he/she cannot accept it because it is un¬ 
pleasant □ / can't bear that man/to see you go. 
-5. [goods, gifts] to carry or transport <sb/ 
sthg> somewhere (literary use) □ A convoy of 
trucks bore the refugees away. -6. to bear fruit/ 
flowers [tree, plant] to produce fruit/flowers □ 
The tree bears fruit in the autumn. ■ to bear fruit 
[plan, investment] to finally be successful □ All 
my efforts have finally borne fruit. -7. [child] to 
give birth to <a baby> □ She bore him a son. 
-8. to bear sb no ill will or malice not to feel 
angry with sb □ She bears him no ill will, 
o vi -1. to bear left/right to turn slightly to 
the left/right and continue □ Bear left at the 
traffic lights. -2. to bring pressure/influence to 
bear on sb to use pressure/influence to per¬ 
suade sb to do something. 

♦ bear down vi to bear down on sb/sthg to 
move toward sb/sthg quickly and in a 
threatening way □ Martin turned to see a huge 
truck bearing down on him. 

♦ bear out vt sep to bear sthg out [claim, story, 
alibi] to support the truth of sthg □ The allega¬ 
tions of malpractice are borne out by the report's 
findings. 

♦ bear up vi to stay cheerful, despite one's 
difficulties □ He's bearing up under the strain. □ 
Bear up! I'm sure things will get better soon. 

♦ bear with vt fus bear with me a polite 
phrase used when one wants somebody to 
be patient □ If you'll just bear with me a mo¬ 
ment, I'll explain the whole process. 

bearable [’bearabl] adj to be bearable to be ac¬ 
ceptable, even though it is unpleasant □ This 
heat is just about bearable. 

beard [bisrd] n hair that grows on a man’s 
chin and cheeks □ He decided to grow a beard. 
□ He had a long, thin beard. 

bearded ['biotlodj adj [man, face] that has a 
beard. 

bearer [’bears1] n -1. [of a coffin, stretcher] a per¬ 
son who helps to carry something □ the offi¬ 
cial flag bearer. -2. [of news, a letter] a person 
who brings something to somebody else □ / 
hate to be the bearer of bad news. -3. finance a 
person who has a banknote or check which 
can be exchanged for money. 

bear hug n to give sb a bear hug to put one’s 
arms around sb very tightly, usually to 
show affection. 

bearing [’bearig] n -1. to have a bearing on 
sthg to have a connection with or some ef¬ 
fect on sthg □ The evidence has some/no bear¬ 
ing on the present case. -2. [of a person] the 
way somebody stands or moves and what 
that shows about their character □ her noble/ 
modest bearing. -3. [in a machine] a part of a 
machine that supports the weight of a mov¬ 
ing part. -4. [with a compass] the direction 
that one is traveling in or needs to travel in 
to reach somewhere, found by using a com¬ 
pass. ■ to get/lose one's bearings to know/ 
not to know where one is □ / lost my bearings 
in the maze of corridors. 

bear market n finance a situation in which 

many people are selling stock market shares 
because they expect the prices to fall. 

bearskin ['bearskin] tt -1. the skin and fur of a 
bear, sometimes used as a rug. -2. a tall 
black fur hat that is worn by some British 
soldiers on ceremonial occasions. 

beast [bi:st] n -1. an animal (literary use). -2. a 
person who one thinks is cruel or unpleas¬ 
ant (informal use). 

beastly [’biistli] (compar beastlier, superl beast¬ 
liest) adj [person, weather, smell] that one 
thinks is very unpleasant (old-fashioned use). 

beat [bi:t] (pt beat, pp beaten) o vt -1. [child, 
dog, metal] to hit <a person, animal, or ob¬ 
ject hard many times □ He beat the donkey 
with a stick. -2. to beat a drum to hit a drum 
to make a sound. -3. [opponent, team] to de¬ 
feat <sb> in a race, competition etc; [infla¬ 
tion, crime] to deal with <a problem> suc¬ 
cessfully over a period of time with a lot of 
effort □ She beat him at poker/chess. □ Regular 
exercise can help you beat depression. ■ it beats 
me I don’t understand (informal use) □ It beats 
me how she does it. ■ to beat sb to it to arrive 
somewhere or do something before sb else 
does □ I planned to get there first but she beat 
me to it. -4. [score, record] to achieve some¬ 
thing that is better than <sthg> □ The sprinter 
beat her previous best time by a quarter of a sec¬ 
ond. ■ it beats walking/working etc it is bet¬ 
ter than walking/working etc □ You can't beat 
a good night out at the theater. -5. cooking to 
stir <eggs, cream> etc thoroughly with a 
fork or whisk □ Beat the eggs into the mixture. 
-6. [bird] to flap cits wings>. -7. to beat time 
[person] to show the speed and rhythm of a 
piece of music by moving one’s hand or 
foot up and down regularly. -8. phrase beat 
it! go away! (informal use), 

o vi -1. [rain, wind] to keep hitting the sur¬ 
face of something hard □ The waves beat 
against the side of the boat. -2. [heart, pulse] to 
make a regular rhythmic movement o Her 
heart had stopped beating. 

on-1. [of a drum, wing] a regular blow or 
movement; the sound of this □ / could hear 
the beat of his heart. -2. music the main regu¬ 
lar rhythm in a piece of music □ / like dance 
music with a strong beat. -3. [of a police officer] 
the area that a police officer patrols or is re¬ 
sponsible for. 

o adj to be beat [person] to be very tired (in¬ 
formal use) □ I'm beat. Let's go to bed. 

♦ beat down o vi -1. [sun] to shine strongly 
□ The sun was beating down on my back. 
-2. [rain] to fall heavily □ The rain beat down on 
the car roof, o vt sep to beat sb down to per¬ 
suade sb to accept a lower price for some¬ 
thing □ / beat him down to $20. 

♦ beat off vf sep to beat sb/sthg off to be suc¬ 
cessful in resisting sb/sthg and making them 
go away □ She was somehow able to beat off 
her attackers. □ They beat off some stiff competi¬ 
tion from their nearest rivals. 

♦ beat up vt sep to beat sb up to hit or kick 
sb until they are seriously hurt □ My brother 
was badly beaten up last night. 
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beaten ['biitn] adj [gold, copper] that has been 
shaped by being hit with a hammer. 

beater ['bi:tar] n -1. a tool or machine for 
beating cooking ingredients, e.g. eggs or 
cream. -2. a long stick with a wide flat end 
for beating carpets. 

Beat Generation n the Beat Generation a 
group of US writers in the 1950s who op¬ 
posed the values of Western society by 
using drugs, practicing Buddhism and medi¬ 
tation, not working etc. It included writers 
such as Jack Kerouac. 

beating ['bi:tiQ] « -1. to give sb a beating to 
hit sb repeatedly, often as a punishment. 
-2. to get or take a beating [player, team] to be 
easily defeated □ Detroit took a beating against 
Cleveland. 

beat-up adj [car, guitar] in very bad condition 
(informal use). 

beaut [bju:t] (informal use) On a beaut a very 
good example of something □ Good shot! 
What a beaut! o adj US & AUS very good □ 
That was a beaut shot! 

beautician [bjudtijn] n a person whose job is 
to give beauty treatments for the face, nails, 
skin etc. 

beautiful ['bjuitafl] adj -1. [woman] who is 
very pleasing to look at □ He has a very beau¬ 
tiful wife. -2. [scenery, music, dress] that one 
finds very pleasing to look at, listen to etc □ 
What a beautiful house you have! □ We had a 
beautiful meal. □ It's a beautiful day, isn't it? 
-3. [shot, pass, stroke] that one thinks is very 
good or skillful (informal use). 

beautifully ['bjuitafli] adv [dress, sing, play] 

very well □ The house was beautifully decorat¬ 
ed. □ You handled the situation beautifully. 

beauty ['bjuiti] (pi beauties) o « -1. [of a per¬ 

son, place] the quality of being beautiful □ He 
had not been prepared for the sheer beauty of 
the scenery. -2. [person] a beautiful person, 
usually a woman □ She is a famous beauty. 
-3. the beauty of sthg the aspect of sthg that 
makes it so good □ The beauty of the treatment 
is that it has no side effects. -4. to be a beauty 
to be an excellent example of something (in¬ 
formal use) □ That boat's a real beauty! o comp 
[product, treatment] that is intended to make 
women look more attractive. 

beauty contest n a contest between a group 
of people, usually women, to judge who is 
the most beautiful. 

beauty parlor n a place where beauty treat¬ 
ments, e.g. manicures, massage, or make-up, 
are carried out. 

beauty queen n the winner of a beauty con¬ 

test. 

beauty salon n = beauty parlor. 

beauty spot n -1. a place in the countryside 
that people think is very beautiful □ It’s a fa¬ 
mous beauty spot. -2. a small dark spot on a 

person’s skin. 

Beauvoir [US bouv'warr, GB 'boovwa:], Simone 
de (1908-1986) a French existentialist writer 
and feminist who was closely associated 
with the writer Jean-Paul Sartre. 

beaver ['bi:var] n an animal with brown fur, 
large teeth, and a large, round, flat tail that 
builds dams on rivers to live in. 

becalmed [bi'ktnmd] adj to be becalmed [ship, 
boat] to be unable to move because there is 
no wind (literary use), 

became [bi'keim] past tense of become, 

because [bt'koz] conj I came because he asked 
me he asked me and so I came (used to 
show the reason for something) □ I'm glad 
you're coming, because there's something I want 
to talk to you about. 

♦ because of prep we stayed indoors because 
of the rain the reason why we stayed in¬ 
doors was the rain. 

bechamel sauce [.beijamel-] n a thick white 
sauce made from milk, flour, and butter, 

beck [bek] n to be at sb’s beck and call to be 
ready to do whatever sb asks (disapproving 
use) □ If she thinks I'm going to be at her beck 
and call all day, she’s wrong! 

Beckett ['bekit], Samuel (1906-1989) an Irish 
writer who lived in France and wrote plays, 
novels, and poetry in French and English. 
His best-known work is Waiting for Godot. 

beckon ['bekan] o vt -1. to signal to <sb> 
with one’s finger or hand in order to get 
them to come closer □ She beckoned the wait¬ 
er over. -2. to attract or seem likely to in¬ 
volve <sb> □ A new life beckoned him. o vi to 
beckon to sb to signal to sb with one’s finger 
or hand in order to get them to come closer, 

become [bi'kAm] (pt became, pp become) vi (+ 
complement) he became rich he started to be 
rich (used before adjectives and nouns) □ 
The noise became louder and louder. □ Clinton 
became President in 1993. □ It's becoming a real 
problem. ■ what has become of Jim? what has 
happened to Jim and where is he now? 

becoming [bi'kAmio] adj [dress, color, hairstyle] 

that makes somebody look attractive (literary 
use) □ That outfit is very becoming on you. 

BECTU [ bektu:] (abbr of Broadcasting, Enter¬ 
tainment, Cinematograph and Theatre Union) 
n a British labor union for film, television, 
and theater technicians, 

bed [bed] (pt & pp bedded, coni bedding) n 
-1. [for a person] a piece of furniture that is 
used to sleep on □ / was lying in bed reading. □ 
He got out of bed and went to the window. □ a 
single/double bed. ■ to go to bed to lie down 
on a bed in order to sleep, usually at night □ 
What time do you go to bed? ■ to make the bed 
to arrange all the sheets, blankets etc neatly 
on a bed so that it is ready to sleep in □ 
Have you made your bed yet? ■ to go to bed 
with sb to have sex with sb (polite use). 
-2. [for plants, flowers] an area of soil where 
flowers, vegetables etc are planted. ■ it's not 
a bed of roses it is not pleasant, comfortable, 
or easy (informal use) □ My life isn't exactly a 
bed of roses, you know. -3. [of a river, the sea] 

the bottom of a river, sea, pond etc. 
♦ bed down vi to go to bed □ She had to bed 

down on the couch. 

BEd [bided] (abbr of Bachelor of Education) n a 
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degree in education; a person who has this 
degree. 

bed and breakfast n a type of accommoda¬ 
tion in which a guest pays for a room for 
the night and breakfast the next morning; a 
hotel or private house that offers this type 
of accommodation. 

W BED AND BREAKFAST 
Most bed and breakfasts are private houses, 
and they usually have a friendly atmos¬ 
phere. Some provide an evening meal as 
well as a home-cooked breakfast. Many are 
in seaside resorts, but they are also found in 
big cities and in isolated parts of the coun¬ 
try. In Britain and Australia they are cheaper 
than hotels; in the USA they tend to be 
more fashionable and more expensive. 

bed bath n a way of washing somebody who 
is in bed because they are old, ill etc. 

bedbug 1'bedbAg] n a small insect that lives in 
beds and feeds on human blood. 

bedclothes ['bedklouz] npl = bedding, 

bedcover ['bedkAvar] n = bedspread. 

bedding ['bedirj] « the sheets and blankets 
that cover a bed. 

bedding plant n a plant that is suitable for 
growing in a flowerbed, 

bedeck [bi'dek] vt to be bedecked with sthg 
[with flowers, flags] to be decorated with sthg 
(literary use). 

bedevil [br'devl] (US pi & pp bedeviled, cont be¬ 
deviling, GB pt & pp bedevilled, cont bedevil¬ 
ling) vt to be bedeviled by or with sthg [with 
difficulties, controversy] to be continually af¬ 
fected by sthg unpleasant □ The production 
has been bedeviled by bad luck from the start. 

bedfellow ['bedfeloo] n strange or uneasy bed¬ 
fellows two people or things that are con¬ 
nected in a way that is surprising or unlikely 
to continue because they are so different □ 
The campaign groups make strange bedfellows. 

Bedfordshire ['bedf3rdJV] a county in south¬ 
ern England, size: 1,235 sq kms. population: 
525,900. administrative center: Bedford, 

bedlam ['bedlam] n a word used to describe a 
noisy and uncontrolled place or situation □ 
It was sheer bedlam in there. 

bed linen n the sheets and pillowcases that 
go on a bed. 

Bedouin ['bedoin] o « a member of one of the 
nomadic peoples living in the deserts of 
Arabia, Jordan, Syria, and the Sahara, o adj: 
a Bedouin camp/costume. 

bedpan ['bedpaen] n a shallow bowl that can 
be used as a toilet by a person who cannot 
get out of bed. 

bedraggled [bi'draegld] adj [person, hair] that 
looks messy after getting wet or dirty, 

bedridden [’bedridn] adj [person] who is too ill 
or old to get out of bed. 

bedrock ['bedrok] n -1. geology the solid rock 
that is underneath the loose layers of soil on 
the ground. -2. the principles or facts that a 

belief, idea, activity etc is based on □ This is 
where the bedrock of Republican support lies. 

bedroom ['bedruim] « a room that one sleeps 
in □ It's a three-bedroom house. 

Beds abbr of Bedfordshire, 

bedside ['bedsaid] « the space by the side of a 
bed □ He was at her bedside all through her ill¬ 
ness. □ a bedside lamp/table. 

bedside manner n the way in which a doc¬ 
tor talks to a sick person and makes them 
feel less worried □ / don't think much of his 
bedside manner. 

bed-sit(ter) [,bed'sit(ar)] « GB a rented room in 
a house that one eats and sleeps in. 

bedsore ['bedso:r] n a sore area on somebody’s 
skin that they get when they are unable to 
move from their bed for a long time, 

bedspread ['bedspred] n a decorative cover 
that is placed on a bed. 

bedtime ['bedtaim] n the time at which some¬ 
body normally goes to bed □ a bedtime story 
□ It's past my bedtime. 

Beduin ['beduin] n & adj = Bedouin, 

bed-wetting [-wetir)] ti the habit of urinating 
accidentally in bed at night, 

bee [bi:] n a flying insect with black and yel¬ 
low stripes that makes honey. ■ to have a 

bee in one's bonnet about sthg to talk or 
think a lot about sthg because one is wor¬ 
ried or enthusiastic about it. 

beech [bi:tj] n a large tree with a smooth gray 
trunk and dark-green leaves; the wood of this 
tree. 

beef [bi:f] n the meat of a cow, bull, or ox. 
♦ beef up vt sep to beef sthg up [report, story, 

flavor] to improve or strengthen sthg by add¬ 
ing things to it (informal use), 

beefburger ['bi:fb3:rgar] « a round flat piece of 
ground beef. 

Beefeater ['bi:fi:tar] n one of the ceremonial 
guards of the Tower of London, 

beefsteak [’biifsteik] n good-quality lean beef 
that can be grilled or fried, 

beehive [’biihaiv] n -1. a kind of box where 
bees are kept to make honey. -2. a woman’s 
hairstyle, popular in the 1960s, in which the 
hair is piled very high on the head, 

beekeeper f'bi:ki:p3r] n a person who keeps 
bees and collects their honey, 

beeline ['bidain] n to make a beeline for sb/ 
sthg to move directly and quickly toward 
sb/sthg (informal use) □ /4s soon as we got 
there, he made a beeline for the bar. 

been [bi:n] past participle of be. 

beep [bi:p] On a short high-pitched noise that 
is made by a car horn or an electronic de¬ 
vice such as an alarm clock, o vi [car horn, 

alarm clock] to make a beep, 

beeper ['bi:par] a small, portable, electronic 
device that makes a noise to tell one to tele¬ 
phone somebody. 

beer [biar] n an alcoholic drink made from 
hops; a glass, bottle, or can of this □ a sip/ 
bottle of beer □ Would you like a beer? 
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In the USA and Australia the most common 
type of beer is lager (a light gassy beer that 
is served cold), and people asking for beer 
will always be given lager. The type of beer 
that is traditionally sold in British pubs is 
called bitter. It is not very gassy, and has a 
slightly bitter taste. It is usually served in 
pint glasses, at room temperature. When 
asking for beer in Britain, you have to say if 
you want beer, lager, or stout (a type of 
very dark beer). 

beer garden tt GB an area outside a pub with 
seats and tables where customers can sit 
and drink. 

beer mug tt a large glass with a handle, 
usually used for drinking beer, 

beeswax ['biizwaeks] tt wax that is made by 
bees and is used for making furniture polish 
and candles. 

beet [bi:t] tt -1. a root vegetable used to make 
sugar. -2. US a dark-red root vegetable that 
is cooked and often eaten cold in salads. 

Beethoven [us 'beitouvn, gb 'beithoovn], Ludwig 
van (1770-1827) a German composer. Many 
of his greatest works, including the Fifth Sym¬ 
phony, the Ninth Symphony, and the Violin Con¬ 
certo, were written after he had gone deaf, 

beetle f'biitl] n an insect with wings that fold 
under a hard shiny covering on its back. 

Beeton [‘biitn], Mrs (1836-1865) a British writ¬ 
er on cookery, whose best-known book is 
Flousehold Management. 

beetroot [’bi:tru:t] n GB [in a salad] = beet, 

befall [bi'fail] (pt befell l-'fel], pp befallen [-'fo:l- 
an]) vt [harm, bad luck] to happen to <sb> (literary 
use). 

befit [bi'fit] {pt Si pp befitted, cont befitting) vt 
to be suitable for <sb/sthg> (formal use) □ as 

befits a woman of her standing. 

before [bi'fo:r] o prep -1. they arrived before us 
they arrived first and we arrived second □ 
They bought lots of souvenirs before leaving the 
country, a At 6 o'clock we have the news, but be¬ 
fore that here is some music. -2. before the war 
in the period leading up to the war □ / saw 
him the day before yesterday. -3. she appeared 
before the judge she appeared in the pres¬ 
ence of the judge □ They played before a crowd 
of 20,000 people. 
o conj -1. have a drink before you go you are 
going, but have a drink first □ He took off his 
shoes before entering the mosque. □ / had to pay 
a fine before the police would return my car. 
-2. we had to wait an hour before the bus ar¬ 
rived we had to wait an hour until the bus 
arrived □ People weren't really motivated before 

she took over. 
o adv I had seen the play before I had al¬ 
ready seen the play - Have we met before 
somewhere? ■ the day/week etc before the 
previous day/week etc □ We went to Broad¬ 
way last night and Chinatown the night before. 

beforehand [bi'foi’haend] adv if you're coming. 

let us know beforehand if you’re coming, let 
us know before you do. 

befriend [bi'frend] vt to make friends with <sb 
who is lonely or needs help> □ He was be¬ 
friended by a colleague in the same department. 

befuddled [bi'f/vdld] odj [person, thoughts] con¬ 
fused a He was obviously befuddled with drink 
when he said that. 

beg [beg] {pt & pp begged, cont begging) o vt 
to ask for <a favor, forgiveness> etc in a 
very humble or anxious way □ He begged her 
to let him stay, o vi -1. to ask for money or 
food from people in a public place □ The sta¬ 
tion was full of people begging for money. -2. to 
beg somebody for something or to do some¬ 
thing □ She begged for a second chance/to be al¬ 
lowed to go. 

began [bi'gsen] past tense of begin, 

beggar ['began n a person who begs for food 
or money in the street. 

begin [bi'gin] {pt began, pp begun, cont begin¬ 

ning) o vt -1. to do the first part of <sthg> □ 
Police have begun their search for the body. □ He 
began his speech with a joke. ■ to begin doing 

or to do sthg to do sthg that one was not 
doing before □ He began running or to run. □ It 
began to get dark. -2. to be responsible for 
starting <sthg> □ You began the argument, 
now it's up to you to settle it. 
o vi -1. to do or be the first part of some¬ 
thing □ Who's going to begin? o We began by 
approving the minutes of the previous meeting. ■ 
to begin with a phrase used to talk about the 
first stage of something or to introduce the 
first thing one wants to say □ To begin with, 
things went well. □ To begin with, let me thank 
you all for coming here today. -2. [event, activity] 

to take place from a particular time or date 
and continue after that □ The talk begins at 
10:00 am. □ Our troubles had only just begun. 

beginner [bi'ginar] tt a person who is begin¬ 
ning to leam how to do something □ I'm a 
real beginner at chess. □ They've put me in the 
beginners' class. □ That's not bad for a beginner. 

beginning [bi'ginirj] tt [of a book, movie, year] 

the first part of something □ The book has a 
good beginning. □ / pay my rent at the beginning 
of the month. ■ in the beginning a phrase used 
to refer to the first stage of something, espe¬ 
cially when it changes later □ In the beginning 
I was doubtful, but I eventually changed my mind. 

♦ beginnings npl the early or first part of 
something, which it develops from later □ 
The movement has its beginnings in the 1920s. 

begonia [bi'goonja] tt a plant with shiny 
dark-green leaves and pink, red, or white 

flowers. 

begrudge [bi'grAd3] vt -1. to begrudge sb sthg 
to feel angry about sb having or doing sthg 
□ I don't begrudge him his success. -2. to be¬ 
grudge doing sthg to do sthg unwillingly □ / 
didn't begrudge giving up my time for them. 

beguile [bi'gail] vt to charm <sb>, especially 
in order to deceive them, 

beguiling [bi'gailirj] adj [manner, smile, person] 
that is charming and attractive. 
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begun [bi'gAn] past participle of begin, 

behalf [us bi'haef, gb -'ha:f] ♦ in behalf of us, 
on behalf of prep -1. as the representative 
of <sb> □ I'm phoning on behalf of the chair¬ 
man. □ On behalf of the whole company, I’d like 
to wish you good luck in the future. -2. for <sb> 
□ They went to a lot of trouble on my behalf. 

behave [bi'heiv] o vr to behave oneself to act 
in a way that is considered correct or ac¬ 
ceptable □ Behave yourselves, children! o vi 
-1. to act in a particular way □ Stop behaving 
like a child! -2. to act in a way that is consid¬ 
ered correct or acceptable □ Will you behave! 

behavior us, behaviour gb [bi'heivjar] n the 
way in which somebody or something be¬ 
haves □ / thought his behavior was rather 
strange. □ animal/human behavior. ■ to be on 

one's best behavior to behave as politely and 
sensibly as one can □ Rourke was on his best 
behavior for the TV cameras. 

behaviorism us, behaviourism GB [bi'heiv- 
jorizm] n a theory that the study of a per¬ 
son’s psychology should be based on their 
behavior rather than on their thoughts and 
emotions. 

behead [bi'hed] vt to cut off the head of <sb>. 

beheld [bi'held] past tense 61 past participle of 
behold. 

behind [bi'haind] o prep -1. to hide behind 
sthg to hide at the back of sthg, so that one 
cannot be seen. ■ to stand behind sb/sthg to 
stand facing the back of sb/sthg □ She sits 
behind me in class. ■ shut the door behind you 
shut the door when you go out. -2. our 
problems are now behind us our problems 
are now in the past and finished. -3. the So¬ 
cialists are 2% behind the Conservatives the 
Socialists are 2% less successful than the 
Conservatives. -4. the man behind our suc¬ 
cess the man who caused or was respon¬ 
sible for our success □ Do you know the reason 
behind her outburst? -5. we are behind our 
leader we support our leader □ Don’t worry, 
I’m behind you all the way. 

o adv -1. to sit/walk behind to sit/walk fac¬ 
ing the back of the person or thing in front 
of one □ They were attacked from behind. ■ 
stay behind after the meeting stay after all 
the other people in the meeting have gone □ 
Hurry up, or you’ll get left behind! -2. to leave 
sthg behind to leave sthg in the place one 
was before □ / left my purse behind at Kate's 
apartment. -3. to be behind with sthg to be 
late with sthg □ I’m behind with my work at the 
moment. -4. to be a point/goal etc behind to 
have one point/goal etc less than one’s op¬ 
ponent □ New York time is five hours behind 
London time. 

o n the part of the body that one sits on (in¬ 
formal use). 

behold [bi'hoold] (pt & pp beheld) vt to see 
<sb/sthg> (literary use). 

beige [bei3] o adj [trousers, wall, shirt] pale 
brown, o n a pale brown color. 

Beijing [bei'd3ig] the capital of China, and its 
second-largest city, population: 9,830,000. 

being ['bi:nj] n -1. something that is alive, es¬ 
pecially a person □ beings from another planet. 
-2. to come into being to begin to exist □ The 
new law comes into being in September. 

Beirut [bei'ruit] the capital of Lebanon. It was 
badly damaged by wars in the 1970s and 
1980s. POPULATION: 1,100,000. 

Belarus [.bela'ruis] a country in eastern 
Europe, between Russia and Poland, size: # 
208,000 sq kms. population: 10,200,000 
(.Byelorussians). capital: Minsk, language: 
Belorussian, currency: rouble. 

belated [bi'leitad] adj [arrival, apology] that 
should have happened sooner □ I'll send her a 
belated birthday card. 

belch [belt/] o vt to give out <smoke, fire, 
fumes> etc in large quantities, o vi -1. 
[person] to make a noise by letting air from 
one’s stomach out through one’s mouth. 
-2. [smoke, fire] to come out in large quan¬ 
tities. o n the act or sound of belching □ He 
gave a loud belch. 

beleaguered [bi'li:gard] adj -1. [city, army] that 
is surrounded and being attacked from all 
sides. -2. [person, management, government] 

that is continuously affected by problems, 
criticism, or worries. 

Belfast [US 'belfaest, GB -fa:st] the capital of 
Northern Ireland. It is a major port, popula¬ 
tion: 325,000. 

belfry ['belfri] (pi belfries) n the part of a 
church tower where the bells hang. 

Belgian ['beld33n] n & adj\ see Belgium. 

Belgium ['beldsam] a country in northwestern 
Europe, on the North Sea, between France, 
the Netherlands, and Germany, size: 30,500 
sq kms. population: 9,980,000 (Belgians). 
capital: Brussels, language: Flemish, French. 
CURRENCY: Belgian franc. 

Belgrade [bel'greid] the capital of Serbia and 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, popula¬ 
tion: 1,445,000. 

Belgravia [bel'greivja] a fashionable residential 
part of central London where there are 
many embassies. 

belie [bi'lai] (pt &t pp belied, cont belying) vt 
-1. [claim, statement, expectation] to show 
<sthg> to be wrong □ Our own calculations be¬ 
lie the figures shown in the estimates. -2. to 
hide the real nature of <sthg> □ His polite 
smile belied his real intentions. 

belief [bi'lfif] n -1. a feeling that something 
definitely exists, is true, or is good □ a belief 
in God/the principles of Socialism □ My cynicism 
could never shake his belief in basic human kind¬ 
ness. ■ beyond belief so extreme, strange etc 
that it is difficult to believe □ The way they 
behaved is simply beyond belief. -2. a principle 
or idea that one thinks is right, good, or true 
□ political beliefs □ She has strong religious be¬ 
liefs. □ He holds the belief that all unemployed 
people are lazy, m it is my/her etc belief that... 

my/her etc opinion is that... □ It is my belief 
that the prisoner is guilty. ■ in the belief that... 

thinking that... □ They locked the door in the 
belief that everyone had left. 
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believable [bi'liivabl] adj [story, account, explana¬ 
tion] that can be believed □ Did you find her 
explanation believable? 

believe [bi'liiv] vt -1. to believe (that)... to 
think that something is true □ / believe the 
entrance is at the rear. □ “Has the meeting start¬ 
ed yet?" — "/ believe so." □ We honestly believe 
(that) this is the best solution. • to believe sb to 
be sthg to think that sb is sthg Q She's be¬ 
lieved to be uninjured/a millionairess/living abroad. 
-2. [statement, story] to accept <sthg> as true 
□ I don't believe a word he says, o If we are to 
believe what the papers say, the economic recov¬ 
ery has already started. • believe it or not a 
phrase used to introduce information that is 
surprising □ Believe it or not, she actually arrived 
on time. -3. [person] to accept what is said by 
<sb> as true □ / don't believe you. ■ I couldn't 
believe my ears/eyes I was very surprised by 
what I heard/saw □ She could hardly believe 
her eyes when Don walked in. 

♦ believe in vt fus -1. to believe in sthg [in 
God, ghosts] to be convinced that sthg exists 
□ Do you believe in reincarnation? -2. to believe 
in sthg [in a principle, idea, approach] to be con¬ 
vinced of the importance and value of sthg 
□ I have always believed in freedom of speech. □ 
He believes in letting people know what he 
thinks. -3. to believe in sb [in a friend, leader] to 
have trust and confidence in sb □ You've nev¬ 
er believed in me. 

believer [br'li:vsr] n -1. a person who believes 
in God. -2. a person who believes in the 
value and importance of an idea, principle 
etc □ I'm a great believer in discussion as a 
means of resolving problems. 

Belisha beacon [ba.lnja-] n GB a round orange 
light on the top of a pole that marks a pe¬ 
destrian crossing. 

belittle [bi'litl] vt [person, achievement, success] 
to treat <sb/sthg> as being unimportant. 

Belize [ba'lfiz] a country in Central America, 
on the Caribbean Sea. size: 23,000 sq kms. 
population: 200,000 (Belizeans), capital: Bel¬ 
mopan. main city: Belize City, language: 
English, currency: Belizean dollar. 

bell [bel] n -1. [in a church] a round, hollow, 
metal object that makes a ringing sound 
when the rod that hangs inside hits its side 
□ a church/hand bell. -2. [in a house] an electric 
device that makes a ringing sound when a 
button is pressed □ Did somebody ring the bell? 
-3. [on a bicycle] a small metal device fitted 
on a bicycle that makes a ringing sound 
when the rider pushes a small lever. ■ to 
ring a bell to sound familiar □ I'm not sure, 
but the name rings a bell. 

Bell [bel], Alexander Graham (1847-1922) a 
British inventor who moved to the USA in 
1871, where he invented the telephone. 

bell-bottoms npl pants with legs that are 
very wide at the bottom. 

bellhop f'belhDp] n US a man or boy in a hotel 
whose job is to carry luggage and take mes¬ 

sages. 
belligerent [ba'lidjarant] adj -1. [person, atti¬ 

tude, tone] that seems unfriendly and aggres¬ 

sive. -2. a belligerent country a country that 
is at war. 

bellow ['belou] o vt [command, instruction] to 
shout <sthg> in a very loud deep voice, o vi 
-1. [person] He bellowed with pain/laughter. 
-2. [bull] to make a deep loud sound, 

bellows ['belouz] npl a device consisting of a 
bag with two handles that are opened and 
closed to blow air onto a fire to make it 
burn better. 

bell push n GB a button, usually next to the 
front door of a building, that one presses to 
make the bell ring. 

bell-ringer n a person who rings church bells, 

belly f'beli] (pi bellies) n -1. one’s stomach (in¬ 
formal use) □ He crawled along on his belly. 
-2. [of a horse, dog] the lower part of an ani¬ 
mal’s body that contains the stomach □ the 
silver belly of a fish. 

bellyache ['belieik] (informal use) O n stomach 
ache, o vi to complain □ He's always bellyach¬ 
ing about something. 

belly button n one’s navel (informal use), 

belly dancer n a woman who dances a Mid¬ 
dle Eastern dance that involves movements 
of the stomach and hips, 

belong [bi'lDrj] vi to be in the right place or 
situation □ That file doesn't belong here. □ He 
doesn't really belong in marketing. 

♦ belong to vt fus -1. to belong to sb to be 
the property of sb □ Does this belong to any¬ 
body? -2. to belong to sthg (to a group, club, or¬ 

ganization] to be a member of sthg a He be¬ 
longs to a labor union. 

belongings [bi'lDgigz] npl the things that one 
owns that can be carried easily □ Make sure 
you take all your belongings with you when you 
leave the train. 

Belorussia [beloo'rAja] = Belarus, 

beloved [bi'Uvad] o adj that is loved very 
much □ my beloved father, o n my/your etc 
beloved the person that I/you etc love very 
much (literary use). 

below [bi'loo] o adv -1. the room below the 
room directly underneath □ She lives in the 
apartment below. □ The picture shows the air¬ 
plane seen from below. -2. the items below the 
items that are mentioned later in a letter, re¬ 
port etc □ See below for further details. 
-3. aged five or below aged five or less (used 
with numbers, amounts etc). -4. downstairs 
and inside on a ship (used by sailors) □ He 
went below to his cabin. 
o prep -1. below the horizon lower than the 
horizon □ He had a cut below his eye. ■ below 
ground under the surface of the ground. 
-2. the person below me the person who is 
lower than me in rank, status, or position. 
-3. below the age of 15 less than the age of 
15 □ The temperature fell to below zero. 

belt [belt] on-1. clothing a long narrow 
piece of leather, fabric, or plastic that is 
worn around the waist. ■ to be below the 
belt [Comment, remark] to be unfair. ■ to have 
sthg under one's belt to have already ob¬ 
tained sthg □ She's got a lot of experience un- 
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der her belt. ■ to tighten one's belt to be more 
careful about the amount of money one 
spends □ We're going to have to tighten our belt 
in this department this year. -2. [in a machine] a 
circular piece of rubber, plastic etc that is 
used to drive machines or to move objects 
along. -3. [of land, sea] a large area of land, 
air, space etc, especially one that has a par¬ 
ticular characteristic □ the commuter/farming 

belt. 
o vt to hit <sb/sthg> very hard (informal 
use). 

♦ belt out vt sep to belt sthg out [song, tune] to 
sing or play sthg very loudly and enthusias¬ 
tically (informal use). 

beltway [’beltwei] n US a road that goes 
around a town and makes it possible for 
traffic to avoid the center. 

bemoan [bi'moun] vf to complain about or 
show one is disappointed by <sthg> □ Or¬ 
ganizers bemoaned the lack of public interest in 
the event. 

bemused [bi'mjuizd] adj [person, look, voice] 
that seems confused and slightly surprised □ 
She seemed bemused when I told her. 

bench [bentf] n -1. [for peoplel a long seat for 
more than one person that is usually made 
of wood and often used outdoors □ a park 
bench. -2. [for working on] a long table in a la¬ 
boratory or workshop that one can work 
on. -3. GB POLmcs a row of seats in the 
Houses of Parliament. Members of Parlia¬ 
ment sit on different benches depending on 
which party they belong to and how impor¬ 
tant they are □ the government benches. 

benchmark ['bentjina:rk] tt something that is 
used as a standard for judging or measuring 
the quality, performance, value etc of other 
similar things □ This decision will serve as a 
benchmark for other such cases in the future. 

bend [bend] (pt & pp bent) o « a curved part 
of something, e.g. a road, river, or tube □ /Is 
we came round the bend I saw the house in the 
distance, o vt -1. [arm, leg! to move <a part of 
one’s body> so that it is not straight □ Can 
you touch your toes without bending your knees? 
-2. [wire, pipe, fork] to force <an object> into 
a curved shape □ He took the metal bar and 
bent it in two. o vi to have or make a curved 
shape □ The road bends here. □ The tree bent in 
the wind. 

♦ bends npl the bends muscle pains and diffi¬ 
culty in breathing suffered by divers when 
they come to the surface too quickly. 

♦ bend down vi [person] to move the top of 
one’s body nearer to the ground by bending 
it at the waist or knees □ / bent down to look 
under the table. 

♦ bend over vi [person] to bend one’s body 
forward at the waist. ■ to bend over back¬ 

wards to do sthg to try everything possible 
to do sthg, even if this causes one difficul¬ 
ties □ They'll bend over backwards to help you. 

beneath [bi'ni:9] o prep -1. the ground be¬ 

neath one's feet the ground below, and cov¬ 
ered by, one’s feet □ The book was buried be¬ 
neath a pile of papers. □ The ship sank beneath 

the waves. -2. he married beneath him he 
married somebody of lower rank or status. 
-3. it is beneath him/her etc he/she etc is too 
good or important to do it □ He seems to 
think it's beneath him to make the coffee, o adv 
the valley beneath the valley below (formal 

use). 

benediction [.bena'dikfn] « a prayer that gives 

a blessing. 

benefactor ['benafaektal n a person who helps 
somebody else or an organization, usually 
by giving them money. 

beneficial fibena'fiJT] adj [effect, measure, treat¬ 

ment] that helps to improve something □ The 
air is very beneficial to her health. 

beneficiary fibena'fijari] {pi beneficiaries) n 
-1. law a person who receives money or 
property from somebody in a will. -2. a per¬ 
son who is helped by something such as a 
change in the law □ The main beneficiaries of 
the new system will be people under 25. 

benefit ['benafit] o « -1. something that helps 
somebody or brings them an advantage □ 
What are the benefits of working from home? □ 
He's had the benefit of a university education. □ 
There might be some benefit in delaying the 
meeting. □ For the benefit of those who were not 
here yesterday, I will repeat what I said then. □ It 
can only be to your benefit to learn a new skill. □ 
This could be of great benefit to the business. 
-2. [from the state] money that is given by 
the government of a country to help specific 
groups of people, e.g. the unemployed, sick 
people, or children □ He's on unemployment 
benefit. □ You are entitled to claim a number of 
benefits. -3. phrase to give sb the benefit of 
the doubt not to question sb’s honesty in a 
particular situation, even if one does not 
completely trust or believe them, 
o comp [concert, match] that is organized in 
order to make money for a charity, 

o vt to help or give an advantage to <sb/ 
sthg> □ These measures could benefit small 
businesses. 
o vi to benefit from sthg to be helped or giv¬ 
en an advantage by sthg □ Who stands to ben¬ 
efit most from these changes? 

Benefits Agency n the Benefits Agency the 
British government agency responsible for 
paying unemployment and incapacity ben¬ 
efit, and retirement pensions. 

Benelux ['beniUks]: the Benelux countries Bel¬ 
gium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. 

benevolent [ba'nevalant] adj [person] who is 
_ldri3_an3_ge ne rou s. 

BEng [bfi'eg] {abbr of Bachelor of Engineering) n 
a degree in engineering; a person who has 
this degree. 

Bengal [berj'god] an area covering north¬ 
eastern India and Bangladesh. 

Benidorm ['benido:rm] a popular tourist resort 
in southeastern Spain, on the Mediterra¬ 
nean. POPULATION: 42,442. 

benign [ba'nain] adj -1. [person, smile) that 
seems friendly and gentle. -2. [tumor, growth) 
that does not cause serious illness or death. 
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Ben Nevis [.ben'nevis] the highest mountain 
in Britain, in northwestern Scotland, height- 
1,343 m. 

bent [bent] o past tense & past participle of 
bend, o adj -1. [wire, metal, tree] curved □ The 
metal pin was bent out of shape. -2. [person, part 

of body] not straight □ When you do this exer¬ 
cise, always keep your knees slightly bent. -3. GB 
[official, policeman] dishonest (informal use). 
-4. to be bent on doing sthg to be deter¬ 
mined to do sthg □ She seems to be bent on 
self-destruction, o n to have a bent for sthg to 
be naturally good at sthg □ She has a bent for 
this type of work. □ George has a natural artistic 
bent. 

bequeath [bi'kwiid] vf (formal use) -1. [money, 

property] to leave <sthg> in one’s will □ He 
bequeathed his fortune to his wife. -2. [idea, sys¬ 

tem] to pass <sthg> on to somebody who 
comes after. 

bequest [bi'kwest] « money, property etc that 
is bequeathed to somebody. 

berate [bi'reit] vt to scold <sb> severely (for¬ 
mal use). 

Berber ['b3:rbor] o « -1. a member of a Mus¬ 
lim people living in North Africa, mainly in 
Algeria and Morocco. -2. the language of 
the Berbers, o adj: a Berber dialect/village. 

bereaved [bi'riivd] (pi bereaved) o adj [person] 

whose relative or close friend has recently 
died □ Our thoughts are with the bereaved fami¬ 
ly. o npl the bereaved the family and close 
friends of a person who has recendy died. 

bereavement [bTriivmsnt] n the death of a 
relative or close friend. 

bereft [bi'reft] adj to be bereft of sthg [of hope, 

support! to be without sthg (formal use) □ He 
felt completely bereft without her. 

beret [US ba'rei, GB ’berei] n a flat round cap 
with no peak, made of soft material. 

Bering Sea [US .birir)-, GB ,bear-]: the Bering 
Sea the northern part of the Pacific Ocean, 
between Siberia and Alaska. 

Bering Strait: the Bering Strait a strait be¬ 
tween Siberia and Alaska that joins the 
Bering Sea to the Arctic Ocean. 

Berks abbr of Berkshire. 

Berkshire ['ba:rkJV] a county in southern Eng¬ 
land. size: 1259 sq kms. population: 740,600. 
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER: Reading. 

Berlin [b3:r'lin] the capital of Germany, and its 
largest city. It was divided into East Berlin 
and West Berlin by the Berlin Wall between 
1945 and 1990, when it became the capital 
of the reunified Germany, population: 
3,409,737. 

Berlin, Irving (1888-1989) a US songwriter, 
bom in Russia, who wrote songs for many 
Broadway and Elollywood musicals. 

Berliner [b3:r,linar] n a person who comes 
from Berlin or who lives in Berlin. 

berm [b3:rm] n US a narrow path at the edge 

of a slope or road. 

Bermuda [bbr'mju:d3] a group of islands in the 
western Atlantic. It is a self-governing Brit¬ 

ish colony, size: 53.5 sq kms. population: 
70,000 (Bermudans, Bermudians), capital: Ham¬ 
ilton. language: English, currency: Bermuda 
dollar. 

Bermuda shorts npl short trousers, usually 
made of thin material, that end just above 
the knee. 

Bern [b3:rn] the capital of Switzerland, popula¬ 
tion: 136,338. 

berry ['beri] (pi berries) n a small, round, soft 
fruit that grows on some plants, bushes, and 
trees. 

berserk [bar'z3:rk] adj to go berserk to become 
very angry and sometimes violent (informal 
use) □ The crowd went berserk when the result 
was announced. 

berth [b3:r0] o n -1. [in a harbor] a space for a 
ship in a harbor. -2. [in a boat, train, camper] a 
bed in a vehicle. -3. to give sb/sthg a wide 
berth to avoid sb/sthg □ She's in a foul mood, 
so we've all been giving her a wide berth, o vt 
to bring <a ship> into a berth, o vi [ship] to 
come into a berth. 

beseech [bi'siitJ] (pt & pp besought or be- 
seeched) vt to beg <sb> (literary use). 

beset [bi'set] (pt & pp beset, cont besetting) 
o adj to be beset with or by sthg [difficulties, 
doubts, fearsl to be continually troubled by 
sthg □ The project has been beset by problems 
from the start, o vt to trouble <sb/sthg> con¬ 
tinually □ the crisis currently besetting the car 
industry. 

beside [bi'said] prep -1. I was standing beside 
her I was standing next to her □ It's on the ta¬ 
ble beside the bookcase. -2. to be beside one¬ 
self to be unable to control oneself because 
of a strong feeling □ He was beside himself 
with rage/joy. 

besides [bi'saidz] o adv -1. used to give a 
new and more important reason or argu¬ 
ment □ It's too far to travel. And besides, we 
can't afford it. -2. in addition □ The car is eco¬ 
nomical, and a Igt more besides, o prep there 
were two other people besides myself there 
were two people as well as me □ Besides be¬ 
ing old, he's extremely deaf. 

besiege [bdsi:d3] vt -1. [building, office] to 
crowd into or around <a place> □ Fans be¬ 
sieged the hotel where the group was staying. 
-2. [person, organization] to send a lot of ques¬ 
tions, demands etc to <sb> □ Since announc¬ 
ing the sale, they've been besieged with offers. 
-3. military [castle, town] to surround <a 
place> in order to capture it □ The Bosnian 
village was later besieged by Serb troops. 

besotted [bi'sDtad] adj to be besotted to be so 
fond of somebody or something that one 
appears foolish □ He's completely besotted 
with her! 

besought [bi'soit] past tense & past participle of 
beseech. 

bespectacled [bi'spektakld] adj [person] who is 
wearing glasses (literary use). 

bespoke [bi'spouk] adj GB [clothes, suit] special¬ 
ly made to fit a particular person. 

best [best] o adj used as the superlative form 
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of “good” □ They are the best team in Europe. 
□ / want the best possible education for my son. 
□ I'm only doing what is best for you. ■ she's my 
best friend she’s my closest friend. 
o adv used as the superlative form of “well" 
□ Which of them did you like best, Liz or her sis¬ 
ter? □ The prize goes to the person who does 
best in the exam. ■ as best you can as well as 
you can □ / repaired the car as best I could. 
o n -1. to do one's best to make the greatest 
possible effort one can □ I'll do or try my best 
to be there on time. -2. the best the person or 
thing of the highest quality or standard □ 
Even the best of us make mistakes. □ Only the 
best will do for him. ■ all the best! a phrase 
used when saying goodbye to somebody. ■ 
it's for the best it’s the best thing to do in 
the circumstances. ■ to make the best of sthg 
to accept sthg cheerfully, even though it is 
not exactly what one wants □ It wasn't a par¬ 
ticularly nice hotel, but we just had to make the 
best of it. -3. used in compound adjectives □ 
He’s the best-dressed man in the whole office. □ 
New York's best-kept secret. 

♦ at best adv if it is described in the most fa¬ 
vorable way □ The policy was at best a compro¬ 
mise. 

bestial [US 'best/al, GB 'bestjal] adj [cruelty, 
crime] very shocking and showing a lack of 
human feelings (literary use). 

best man « the man who accompanies the 
bridegroom at a wedding. 

W BEST MAN 
In the USA, Britain, and Australia, it is tradi¬ 
tional for a man who is getting married to 
choose a male friend or relative as his best 
man. This person looks after the wedding 
rings until they are exchanged during the 
wedding ceremony. In Britain and Australia, 
there is also a tradition that the best man 
makes a humorous speech about the bride¬ 
groom at the wedding reception. In the USA 
the best man is also the leader of the 
ushers, the men who walk in the wedding 
procession with the bridesmaids. 

bestow [bi'stou] vt to bestow sthg on sb to 
give sthg to sb (literary use) □ She had the high¬ 
est honors in the land bestowed on her. 

best-seller n a book that is sold in very large 
numbers □ Number one on the best-seller list. 

best-selling adj [book] sold in very large num¬ 
bers; [author] who has written one or more 
best-sellers. 

bet [bet] (jzt & f>f bet or betted, cont betting) 
o n -1. an agreement made between two 
people to pay money to whichever one cor¬ 
rectly predicts a future event, e.g. the result 
of a horse race; the money that somebody 
uses to make this agreement □ / had/made 
a bet with Fred on which of us would get pro¬ 
moted first. □ I put a bet on Paradise Boy to win 
the race. ■ to hedge one's bets to protect one¬ 
self from possible loss, e.g. by supporting 
more than one person or point of view. -2. 
a prediction □ My bet is or It's my bet that the 

book will be a best-seller. ■ a good/bad bet a per¬ 
son, thing, course of action etc that is likely/ 
unlikely to be successful □ That savings plan 
sounds like a good bet. ■ a safe or sure bet some¬ 
thing that is almost certain to happen □ It's 
a pretty safe bet he'll be elected. ■ one's best 

bet the person, thing, course of action etc 
that is most likely to be successful □ If you 
want financial advice, Kate's your best bet. □ Your 
best bet would be to fly via Houston, 

o vt -1. to risk <money> in a bet □ / bet ten 
dollars on the last race. □ She bet me a week's 
pay that I couldn't do it. -2. to state that 
<sthg> is very likely to happen or to have 
already happened □ / bet you it rains tomorrow. 
□ / bet he forgot to tell her. 

o vi to risk money in a bet □ I never bet on 
the favorite. ■ I wouldn't bet on it I think it’s 
unlikely. ■ you bet! (informal use) a phrase 
used to show that one agrees very strongly 
with what has been said; US a phrase used 
to say thank you □ "Would you like to come 
along?"— "You bet!" 

beta-blocker [’bi:tablDk3r] n a drug that makes 
the heart beat more slowly. 

Bethlehem fbeOlihem] a town on the west 
bank of the Jordan River, near Jerusalem. 
According to the Bible, it was the birthplace 
of Jesus Christ. 

betray [bi'trei] vt -1. [friend, country, voter] to 
harm or disappoint <sb who deserves one’s 
loyalty>, especially by helping their enemies 
or opponents □ By spying for the enemy he 
knew he was betraying his country. □ She felt be¬ 
trayed by her friends. ■ to betray sb’s trust to 
disappoint or harm sb by breaking a prom¬ 
ise or telling other people a secret. 
-2. [principles, ideals] to stop behaving accord¬ 
ing to <the ideas one believed in>. -3. 
[person, fact] to give information about <sb/ 
sthg> to an enemy □ She betrayed him/his secret 
to the police. -4. [fear, desire] to show <an 
emotion> without intending to □ She tried 
to sound calm, but her voice betrayed her excite¬ 
ment. 

betrayal [bi'treial] n [of someone's trust, a se¬ 
cret] see betray □ / couldn't help feeling a sense 
of betrayal when he left. 

betrothed [bi'troudd] adj to be betrothed to sb 

to be engaged to be married to sb (old- 
fashioned use). 

better ['betar] o adj -1. used as the compara¬ 
tive form of “good” □ Your camera takes much 
better photos than mine. □ You look better with¬ 
out glasses. □ She's gotten a lot better at stand¬ 
ing up for herself. ■ that's better! used to give 
praise or encouragement. -2. not so ill as be¬ 
fore □ Are you feeling any better now? □ My cold 
is much better, m to get better to recover □ / 
hope you get better soon, 

o adv -1. used as the comparative form of 
“well” □ You'll like her once you get to know 
her better. -2. used in compound adjectives □ 
I'm looking for a better paid job. -3. more □ / 
liked her second novel better than her first. -4. I'd 
better leave I ought to leave, otherwise there 
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will be a problem □ You'd better call your par¬ 
ents as soon as you get home. 

o n phrases a change for the better an im¬ 
provement. ■ to get the better of sb to be 
too strong for sb to hide or control □ / know 
I shouldn't have read it, but my curiosity got the 
better of me. 

o vt [offer, conditions, plan] to improve on or 
do better than <sthg> □ We aim to better last 
year's production figures, m to better oneself to 
improve one’s skills, position etc. 

better half n sb's better half sb’s wife or hus¬ 
band (informal or humorous use). 

better off adj -1. in a better financial position 
□ We're much better off now that my wife's 
working. -2. in a better situation than before 
□ We'd be much better off without him. □ They'd 
be better off leaving the job to an expert. 

♦ better-off tip! the better-off people who are 
rich compared to most people. 

betting ['betirj] n -1. the practice of making 
bets. -2. the odds offered on a particular 
race □ The betting opened at 10-1. 

betting shop n GB a place where people can 
bet on sporting events such as horse races. 

between [bi'twiin] prep -1. I sat between Paul 
and Anne I sat with Paul on one side and 
Anne on the other side □ The farm lies half¬ 
way between Charlotte and Raleigh. □ Leave 
plenty of space between each word. -2. the road 
between Palo Alto and San Francisco the road 
from Palo Alto to San Francisco □ There is a 
shuttle service between the airport and the city 
center. -3. we left between 6 and 7 o'clock we 
left after 6 o’clock and before 7 o’clock □ 
Don't eat between meals. □ There are three years 
between my sister and me. -4. it costs between 
$4 and $5 it costs more than $4 and less 
than $5 (used with numbers, quantities etc) 
□ Temperatures today will be between 20°C and 
25°C. □ I'd guess she's somewhere between 30 
and 35 years old. -5. used in phrases involving 
two or more people or things to show con¬ 
nections, relations, comparison, or choice □ 
the link between smoking and. Jung, cancer □ trade 
between Britain and the rest d‘f Eurbpe □ talks be¬ 
tween staff and management □ Can you see the 
difference between the pictures? □ It's impossible 
to choose between th&rfl. a We divided the mon¬ 
ey between the six of bs 

♦ in between adv between two people, 
things, times, amounts etc □ We have appoint¬ 
ments at two and six o'clock, but nothing in be¬ 
tween. □ Read the first and last chapters, but you 
can leave out all the stuff in between. 

Bevan [’bevn], Aneurin (1897-1960) a British 
politician, bom in Wales, who began work 
as a coalminer. As Minister of Health, he 
introduced the National Health Service in 

1948. 

beveled US, bevelled GB ['bevld] adj [edge, sur¬ 
face] that slopes rather than forming a right 
angle; [mirror] that has this kind of edge. 

beverage I'bev3rid3] n a drink (formal use). 

Beveridge [’bevarid3], William (1879-1963) a 
British economist and social reformer. His 

Beveridge Report, published in 1942, helped 
to create the welfare state in Britain. 

Beverly Hills [.bevali1-] a wealthy area of Los 
Angeles, population: 32,367. 

bevy ['bevi] {pi bevies) n a bevy of women/ 

admirers etc a group of women/admirers etc 
(humorous use). 

beware [bi'wea1] vi a word used to tell some¬ 
body to be careful □ 'Beware of the dog' □ Tell 
him to beware of doing anything to annoy her. 

bewildered [bi'wildard] adj [person] who is 
confused, e.g. because they do not under¬ 
stand why something is happening □ She 
had a bewildered look on her face. 

bewildering [bi'wddarig] adj [situation, experi¬ 

ence] confusing □ There's a bewildering range to 
choose from. 

bewitched [bi'witft] adj to be bewitched to be 

under a magic or evil spell; to be so fasci¬ 
nated by something that one is unable to 
concentrate on anything else □ / was totally 
bewitched by their performance. 

bewitching [bi'witJirj] adj [charm, smile] very 
attractive. 

beyond [bi'jond] o prep -1. beyond the hill on 
the far side of the hill □ We'll stop once we 
get beyond Paris. -2. beyond the age of five lat¬ 
er than the age of five. -3. phrases it's be¬ 

yond belief it is impossible to believe □ due 
to circumstances beyond our control. ■ it's be¬ 

yond me I cannot understand it □ Why they 
ever got married in the first place is beyond me. 
o adv -1. the hills beyond the hills on the far 
side of a particular place or point. -2. 1998 
and beyond 1998 and the period following 
that. 

b/f [in bookkeeping] abbr of brought forward. 

bhp abbr of brake horsepower. 

Bhutan [bu:'ta:n] a country in the Himalayas, 
between China and India, size: 47,000 sq 
kms. population: 1,400,000 {Bhutanese), capi¬ 
tal: Thimbu, language: Tibetan, Nepali, cur¬ 
rency: ngultrum. 

bi- [bai] prefix -1. used to form words that in¬ 
volve two people or things □ bilateral. 
-2. used to indicate that something happens 
twice in every week, month etc or once in 
every two weeks, months etc □ bi-weekly. 

BIA {abbr of Bureau of Indian Affairs) n the BIA 

a US government organization that deals 
with the education, health etc of Native 
Americans. 

biannual [bai'renjosl] adj [event] that happens 
twice a year. 

bias [’baias] « -1. [against a person, group] a ten¬ 
dency to unfairly prefer one person or group 
over another o a bias in favor of/against wom¬ 
en. -2. [toward an area, idea] a concern with 
one thing more than other things □ The 
course has a scientific bias. 

biased [’baiast] adj -1. [person, decision] that 
unfairly prefers one person or group over 
another □ The judges were heavily biased in fa¬ 
vor of/against the local candidate. -2. [system, 

procedure] that gives an advantage or disad¬ 
vantage to a particular person or group □ 
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The exam was biased toward people with practi¬ 
cal skills. oTheir recruitment policy is obviously bi¬ 
ased against older applicants. 

bib [bib] n a piece of cloth or plastic which is 
tied under a baby’s chin to keep its clothes 
clean when it is eating. 

Bible ['baibl] « the Bible the holy book of the 
Christian religion. 

♦ bible n -1. a copy of the Bible. -2. any book 
considered to have the best information on 
a particular subject □ the economists' bible. 

Bible Belt: the Bible Belt an area in the south¬ 
eastern USA where there are many Chris¬ 
tians who follow the teachings of the Bible 
very strictly. 

biblical ['biblikl] adj [language, character, story] 

that is found in the Bible, 

bibliography [.bibli'Dgrafi] {pi bibliographies) n 
-1. [of books] a list of books or articles on a 
certain subject. -2. [in a book] the part of a 
book where all the books and articles the 
author consulted are listed, 

bicarbonate of soda [bai'ka^banst-] n a white 
powder used in baking to make cakes rise, 
or taken with water to help indigestion, for¬ 
mula: NaHC03. 

bicentennial [.baisen'tenjsl] us, bicentenary 
f-'tknarij GB {pi bicentenaries) n a 200th anni¬ 
versary of an event. 

biceps [’baiseps] {pi biceps) n the large muscle 
on the front of the upper arm. 

bicker ['bikar] vi to quarrel over small and un¬ 
important things □ They bickered constantly. 

bickering ['biksriri] n: see bicker □ I'm tired of all 
this endless bickering! 

bicycle [’baisikl] o n a two-wheeled vehicle 
that one rides by sitting on it and pushing 
two pedals round with one’s feet □ a bicycle 
wheel, o vi to ride on a bicycle, 

bicycle path n a path for cyclists, 

bicycle pump n a pump used to fill bicycle 
tires with air. 

bid [bid] {pt & pp vi all senses and vt sense 1 
bid, pt vt sense 2 bid or bade, pp vt sense 2 bid 

or bidden ['bidn], cont vt and vi all senses bid¬ 

ding) o « -1. an attempt or effort to achieve 
something □ She failed in her bid to become the 
first woman to row across the Atlantic. □ Their 
bid for stardom began at a local radio station. 
-2. [at an auction] an offer to buy something 
at a particular price □ / made a bid of $500. 
-3. business an offer to do some work at a 
particular price □ The firm put in a bid for the 
contract. 
o vt -1. to offer to pay <a particular sum of 
money> for something, especially at an auc¬ 
tion □ / ended up bidding more than I could af¬ 
ford. □ What am I bid for this handsome Ming 
vase? -2. to bid sb good morning/farewell etc 

to say good moming/farewell etc to sb (for¬ 
mal use). 

o vi -1. to offer to buy something at a par¬ 
ticular price. -2. business to make a formal 
offer to do work or provide something for a 
particular price □ Several firms are currently bid¬ 
ding for the multi-million-dollar contract. 

bidder [’bid3r] n a person who makes a bid at 
an auction, sale etc □ The paintings were sold 
to the highest bidder. 

bidding ['bidig] n the act of making bids at an 
auction □ Who'll open the bidding at $100? 

bide [baid] vt to bide one's time to wait pa¬ 
tiently for the right moment to do some¬ 

thing. 
bidet [US bi'dei, GB 'biidei] n a low sink which 

one sits over to wash one’s genitals and 

bottom. 

Bielarus [bieb'ruis] = Belarus. 

biennial [bai'enjal] o adj [event] that takes 
place once every two years, on a plant that 
lives for two years. 

bier [biar] n a movable stand on which a cof¬ 
fin is placed at a funeral, 

bifocals [bai'fouklz] npl glasses with lenses 
made in two halves, the upper half for see¬ 
ing things at a distance, the lower half for 
seeing things that are nearby. 

BIFU ['bifu:] (abbr of Banking, Insurance and Fi¬ 
nance Union) n a British labor union for peo¬ 
ple working in financial institutions, e.g. 
banks. 

big [big] {compar bigger, superl biggest) o adj 
-1. [building, increase] large in size or amount 
□ There'll be a big crowd at the game. □ The ac¬ 
tual chip is no bigger than a postage stamp. 
-2. [person] tall □ She's big for her age. 
-3. [difference, change, problem] important □ 
There have been several meetings recently, but 
this is the really big one. ■ in a big way a 
phrase used when somebody does some¬ 
thing on a large scale or with a lot of enthu¬ 
siasm □ Our company is moving into Eastern 
Europe in a big way. □ She's into aerobics in a big 
way. ■ to have big ideas to have aims or 
plans that are too ambitious. ■ the/one's big 
day the day on which an important event, 
e.g. a wedding or an exam, takes place □ 
When's the big day then? -4. one's big brother/ 
sister one’s older brother/sister. -5. a big 
investor/spender etc a person who invests/ 
spends etc on a large scale □ We can't afford 
to offend them, they're our biggest customer. 
-6. to be big to be successful and popular □ 
She's very big in Japan. 
o adv phrases to make it big to be very suc¬ 
cessful. ■ to think big to have ambitious 
ideas. 

bigamist ['bigsmsst] n a person who commits 
bigamy. 

bigamy ['bigsmi] n the crime of marrying 
somebody when one is already married. 

Big Apple: the Big Apple a name for New 
York. 

Big Ben [-'ben] the bell in the clock tower of 
the Houses of Parliament in London; the 
tower itself. 

Big Brother a character in the novel Nineteen 
Eighty-Four, by George Orwell. He is a dicta¬ 
tor who is never seen but who spies on all 
his citizens and makes them fear him. 

big business n -1. large companies and com¬ 
mercial operations, considered as a group. 
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-2. to be big business to be an important 
business activity □ Language teaching is now 
big business. 

big cat tt a member of one of the larger spe¬ 
cies in the cat family, e.g. the lion or tiger, 

big deal (informal use) o tt it's no big deal it’s 
not important □ it's no big deal if they can't 
make it, but it would be nice to see them, m to 
make a big deal of sthg to treat sthg as if it is 
important when it is not □ Don't make such a 
big deal of it. o excl a phrase used to show 
that one is not impressed by something that 
has been said or done □ What if they do sack 
me? Big deal! 

Big Dipper [-'dipar] o us astronomy the Big 
Dipper a group of seven bright stars in the 
Northern Hemisphere, o « gb a raised rail¬ 
road with steep slopes and sharp curves that 
people ride on for entertainment, usually at 
fairs. 

big end « the part of a connecting rod in a 
car engine that is attached to the crankshaft, 

big fish tt an important or powerful person 
(informal use). ■ to be a big fish in a small 
pond to have influence and importance 
among a small group of people. 

Bigfoot ['bigfut] a mythical animal that is sup¬ 
posed to look like a very large hairy human 
and live in the mountains of northwestern 
North America. 

big game tt large wild animals, e.g. lions, 
leopards, and elephants, that are hunted for 
sport □ a big-game hunter. 

bighead ['bighed] tt a person who is big¬ 
headed (informal use). 

bigheaded [.big'hedad] adj [person] who thinks 
they are more important or clever than they 
really are (informal use). 

big-hearted [-'ha:rt3d] adj [person] who seems 
kind, generous, and friendly. 

Bight [bait] = Great Australian Bight. 

Big Issue: the Big Issue a weekly magazine 
sold in many British cities by homeless peo¬ 
ple, who can keep most of the money paid 
for it. 

big leagues tipi US = major leagues. 
♦ big-league adj [banker, manager] who is at 

the highest level in their field of activity, 

big money tt a large amount of money (infor¬ 
mal use). 

big mouth tt to be or have a big mouth to re¬ 
veal things that should have been kept se¬ 
cret (informal use) □ Whoops! Me and my big 
mouth. 

big name tt a famous or important person (in¬ 
formal use) □ Several big names have been invit¬ 
ed to the conference. □ some of the biggest 
names in advertising. 

bigot ['bigot] n a bigoted person, 

bigoted ['bigotsd] adj [person] who thinks that 
their own opinions, especially about race, 
politics, or religion, are correct and that oth¬ 
er people are always wrong, 

bigotry ['bigatri] n an unwillingness to accept 

any attitudes and opinions that are different 
from one’s own. 

big shot n a very powerful and important 
person (informal use). 

Big Ten n the Big Ten a group of ten univer¬ 
sities in the US Midwest that are considered 
to be the most important for college sports, 

big time tt to hit or make the big time to be¬ 
come well-known and successful, especially 
in the entertainment industry (informal use), 

big toe tt the largest toe on one’s foot, 

big top tt -1. a circus. -2. a large tent that a 
circus gives performances in. 

big wheel « -1. a very powerful and impor¬ 
tant person (informal use). -2. GB a very large 
vertical wheel on which people ride at fair¬ 
grounds. 

bigwig ['bigwig] tt an important person (infor¬ 
mal use). 

bike [baik] tt (informal use) -1. a bicycle. -2. a 
motorcycle. 

bikeway ['baikwei] n US a path for cyclists, 

bikini [bi'kimi] tt a woman’s two-piece bath¬ 
ing suit. 

Biko ['biikoo], Steve (1946-1977) a South Af¬ 
rican black activist and student leader who 
died in police custody. 

bilateral [bai'laetral] adj [agreement, talks] in¬ 
volving two groups, nations etc □ a bilateral 
peace treaty. 

bilberry [US 'bilberi, gb -ban] {pi bilberries) tt a 
small blue or blue-black berry; the bush on 
which these berries grow, 

bile [bail] n -1. [in one's body] a greenish liquid 
that is produced by the liver and helps to di¬ 
gest fats in food. -2. [of a person] strong an¬ 
ger that is shown toward somebody or 
something (literary use). 

bilingual [bai'lirjgwal] adj -1. [person] who can 
speak two languages very well. -2. [text, dic¬ 
tionary] that is written in two languages, 

bilious ['bilias] adj -1. [person] who feels sick. 
-2. [color, green] that is very unpleasant to 
look at. 

bill [bil] o tt -1. a written statement of how 
much somebody will have to pay for some¬ 
thing □ Can / have the bill, please? □ the 
electricity/gas/telephone bill □ She sent us a bill 
for the damage we caused. -2. politics a formal 
written proposal for a new law, which is 
presented to a legislative body such as Par¬ 
liament or Congress □ The bill became law last 
year. -3. [of a show, concert] a list of the per¬ 
formers or the kinds of entertainment in a 
show o He was top of the bill at Radio City Mu¬ 
sic Hall. -4. US [of money] a banknote □ a dollar 
bill. -5. 'post or stick no bills' a notice on a 
wall in a public place warning people not to 
put up any posters. -6. [of a bird) a bird’s 
beak. -7. phrase to be given a clean bill of 
health to be told by a doctor that one’s 
health is good. 
o vt to send a bill to <a person, company> 
etc □ Bill me for your travel expenses. 

billboard ['bilbo:rd] tt a large board, often 
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placed near a major road, which advertise¬ 
ments are displayed on. 

billet I'bilat] o n a place, usually a private 
home, where soldiers stay for a short time, 
o vt to provide <a soldier> with a billet, 

billfold ['bilfould] n US a flat folding case, 
usually made of leather, that is used for 
keeping banknotes, credit cards etc in. 

billiards ['bili3rdz] n a game played on a large 
flat table in which two players, using long 
sticks, score points by knocking balls into 
small nets placed at certain points around 
the edge of the table. 

billion ['bilisn] num a thousand million □ bil¬ 
lions of francs □ a blllion-dollar deal. 

billionaire [.bilia'neafl « -1. a person who 
owns money or property worth at least a 
billion dollars, pounds, francs etc. -2. a very 
rich person. 

bill of exchange (pi bills of exchange) « a 
document which tells a bank to pay a per¬ 
son a particular sum of money, 

bill of lading f-'leidir)] (pi bills of lading) n a 
list of goods to be sent by ship that is given 
by the transporter to the sender to show 
that the goods have been loaded. 

Bill of Rights n the Bill of Rights the first ten 
amendments to the US Constitution, which 
guarantee certain rights to citizens such as 
the right to criticize the government, follow 
the religion they want, or have weapons, 

bill of sale (pi bills of sale) n an official docu¬ 
ment which states that something has been 
sold by one person to another, 

billow ['bilou] on a large cloud of smoke, 
steam etc that is moving upward, o vi -1. 
[smoke, steam] to move in a large cloud □ 
Smoke was billowing from the upstairs windows. 
-2. [skirt, sail] to be blown into a large round 
shape by the wind. 

billposter ['bilpoust3r] n a person who puts 
advertising notices on street walls, often il¬ 
legally. 

billy(can) ['bili(kaen)] n GB & AUS a metal pot 
used by campers for boiling water, 

billy goat ['bili-1 n a male goat. 

Billy the Kid flbilids'kid] (1859-1881) a US 
outlaw, famous for the many murders and 
robberies he committed, 

bimbo ['bimbou] (pi bimbos or bimboes) « a 
young woman who one thinks is attractive 
but stupid (informal and offensive use), 

bimonthly [bai'mMiGli] o adj -1. that takes 
place, appears etc every two months. -2. 
that takes place, appears etc twice a month, 
o adv -1. every two months. -2. twice a 
month. 

bin [bin] (pt & pp binned, cont binning) o n 
-1. [for grain, coal] a large container for stor¬ 
ing grain, coal etc □ a coal bin. -2. GB [for 

bread] a household container, usually with a 
lid, for storing bread, flour etc □ a bread bin. 
-3. GB [for garbage] a container for putting gar¬ 
bage in. o vt GB to put<sthg> into a bin □ "What 
shall I do with this file now?" — "Oh, just bin it." 

binary ['bamari] adj math & computing [system, 
code] that is based on the digits 0 and 1. 

bind [baind] (pt & pp bound) o vt -1. [person, 
hands, documents] to tie rope, string etc tight¬ 
ly around <sb/sthg> □ The notes were bound 
in bundles of fifty. -2. [countries, groups] to cre¬ 
ate strong feelings of friendship, love, re¬ 
spect etc between <different people> □ the 
cultural ties that bind Great Britain and the United 
States. -3. [leg, head] to wrap a bandage 
around <a wound or part of the body>. -4. 
[copy, report] to fasten the pages of <a book> 
together and put on a cover □ The book 
is bound in leather. -5. [person] to oblige <sb> 
to do something □ We are bound by contract 
to make four more movies for this company. 
o « -1. to be in a bind to be in a difficult 
situation. -2. GB an annoying and boring 
thing (informal use) □ It's such a bind having to 
do all this paperwork. 

♦ bind over vt sep to bind sb over GB law to 
order sb to do something and threaten pun¬ 
ishment if they do not obey the order □ He 
was bound over to keep the peace. 

binder ['baindafl n -1. a machine that binds 
books, hay etc. -2. a person whose job is to 
bind books □ a book binder. -3. a hard cover 
in which loose sheets of paper can be kept 
together. 

binding ['baindirj] o adj [agreement, contract] 
that must be obeyed □ The terms of the agree¬ 
ment are legally binding, o n -1. [for a book] the 
cover of a book. -2. [for cloth] a strip of ma¬ 
terial used to strengthen or decorate the 
edge of a piece of cloth, 

binge [bind3] (informal use) On a period of eat¬ 
ing a very large amount of food or drinking 
a very large amount of alcohol □ She went on 
a binge which lasted the whole weekend, o vi to 
have a binge □ We binged on strawberries. 

bingo ['biggou] o k a game, played for money 
or prizes, in which each player has a card 
with numbers on it. Numbers are called out 
at random, and the winner is the first player 
who has all their numbers called and who 
shouts “Bingo!” or “House!” o excl -1. a 
word called out by somebody to show that 
they have won a game of bingo. -2. a word 
used to show that one is pleased when 
something successful and unexpected hap¬ 
pens □ / just pressed a button and bingo, it start¬ 
ed to print out. 

bin-liner « GB a plastic bag placed inside a 
trash can and used to collect rubbish, 

binoculars [bi'nDkj3brz] npl an instrument 
that consists of two small telescopes joined 
together and that makes distant objects 
seem nearer □ a pair of binoculars. 

biochemistry bbaiou'kemistri] « the science 
that is connected with the study of chemical 
processes that take place in living things, 

biodegradable [.baioodi'greidsbl] adj [waste, 
detergent] that decays naturally and so does 
not cause pollution. 

biodiversity [,baioudai'v3:rs3ti] n a measure of 
the different types of animal and plant life 
that exist in a particular area. 
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biographer [bafografaq n a person who writes 
a biography. 

biographic(al) [.bais'graefik(l)] adj information, 

writing] that is connected with the story of a 
person’s life. 

biography [bai'Dgrafi] {pI biographies) n -1. an 
account of a person’s life, written by some¬ 
body else. -2. a type of literature that is con¬ 
cerned with biographical writing, 

biological [,bai9'lr>d3ikl] adj -1. [process, func¬ 

tion, system] that is connected with natural 
processes in living things. -2. one's biological 
mother/father one’s natural mother/father. 
-3. [laundry detergent] that contains natural 
enzymes. 

biological weapon « a weapon that uses 
bacteria to harm people or crops, 

biologist [bai'nbd33st] « a person who studies 
biology. 

biology [bai'obd3i] n the science that is con¬ 
nected with the study of living things, 

biopic 1'baioupik] n a movie based on the sto¬ 
ry of the life of a famous person, 

biopsy ['bampsi] {pi biopsies) n the removal of 
a small quantity of cells, liquids etc from the 
body of a sick person to discover what ill¬ 
ness they have. 

biotechnology [,baiootek'nol9d3i] n the use of 
living organisms, e.g. bacteria and cells, to 
make products such as drugs or to help to 
recycle waste. 

bipartite [bai'pa:rtait] adj [treaty, agreement] 

that involves two groups, nations etc. 

biplane ['baiplein] n a plane with two sets of 
wings, one above the other, 

birch [b3:rtj] n -1. a tall tree, common in 
northern countries, with thin branches and 
silver-white bark that often peels off in long 
strips. -2. the birch a stick or a bundle of 
twigs from the birch tree, used in the past 
to beat people as a punishment, 

bird [b3:rd] n an animal that has feathers, 
wings, and two legs and can usually fly. ■ to 
kill two birds with one stone to achieve two 
things at the same time by doing only one 
thing. 

birdcage ['b3:rdkeid3] n a cage for a bird, 

birdie ['b3:rdi] n -1. a bird (used by or to chil¬ 
dren). -2. sport in golf, a score of one under 
par for a hole. 

bird of paradise n a bird with brightly col¬ 
ored feathers that is found in New Guinea, 

bird of prey n a bird that kills and eats other 
birds and small animals, 

birdseed ['b3:rdsi:d] n a mixture of seeds given 
as food to birds. 

bird's-eye view n a view of a place or event 
seen from high above. 

bird-watcher [-.wDtJV] n a person whose hob¬ 
by is studying birds in their natural sur¬ 

roundings. 

Birmingham [US 'b3:rmighaem, GB -am] -1. the 
largest city in Alabama, USA. population: 
265,968. -2. an industrial city in the West 

bishop 

Midlands of England. It is the second-largest 
city in Britain, population: 934,900. 

Biro™ 1'bairou] m GB a ballpoint pen. 

birth [b3:r0] n -1. [of a person, baby] the process 
of being born; the event of somebody being 
born □ It was a difficult birth. □ At birth he only 
weighed three pounds. □ He had been blind from 
birth, m to give birth to have a baby □ Two 
years later she gave birth to a son. -2. [of a sci¬ 
ence, movement, country] the creation or be¬ 
ginning of something □ the conference which 
gave birth to the United Nations. 

birth certificate n a document that officially 
records the details, e.g. the date and place, 
of a person’s birth. 

birth control n the practice of limiting and 
planning the number of children bom, espe¬ 
cially by using contraception, 

birthday ['b3:r0dei] n the date on which a per¬ 
son was bom that is celebrated each year □ 
My birthday is on August 16th. □ a birthday card/ 
present/party. • happy birthday! a phrase used 
to express one’s good wishes to somebody 
who is celebrating their birthday. 

W BIRTHDAYS 
Birthdays are very important in many 
English-speaking countries, especially for 
children. Traditionally, the person whose 
birthday it is has a party where they receive 
birthday presents and birthday cards, and a 
birthday cake with a number of candles 
equal to their age. They have to blow out 
all the candles and make a wish. 

birthmark ['b3:r0ma:rk] n a mark on 
somebody’s skin, usually a red or brown 
patch, that they were bom with, 

birthplace ['b3:r0pleis] n -1. [of a person] the 
place where somebody, usually a famous 
person, was bom. -2. [of a movement, idea] 
the place where something began or was 
created □ These valleys were the birthplace of 
the Industrial Revolution. 

birthrate ['b3ir0reit] n the number of babies 
bom for every thousand people in a particu¬ 
lar area within a particular period, 

birthright [’b3:r0rait] n a right that a person is 
considered to have from birth. 

Biscay f'biskei] -> Bay of Biscay, 

biscuit ['biskit] tt -1. US a kind of bread baked 
in small round pieces and usually eaten with 
a meal □ sausages with biscuits and gravy. 
-2. GB a small, flat, crisp cake, usually sweet¬ 
ened and flavored □ a chocolate/ginger biscuit □ 
a biscuit box/tin □ a packet of biscuits. 

bisect [bai'sekt] vt -1. math [line, angle] to di¬ 
vide <sthg> into two equal parts by draw¬ 
ing a line through it. -2. [town, area] to divide 
<a place> into two parts by going through 
the middle of it □ The city is bisected by the 

river. 

bisexual [bai'sekjoal] o adj [person] who is 
sexually attracted to both men and women. 
On a bisexual person. 

bishop ['bijsp] n -1. religion a senior priest 
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who is in charge of the churches, priests etc 
in a particular area □ the Bishop of Johannes¬ 
burg. -2. chess one of the two identical 
pieces in chess that can only move diagonal- 

ty- 

bison ['baisn] (pi bison or bisons) n a large 
wild ox with thick hair around its neck and 
short horns on its head. It was originally 
found in Europe and North America but is 
now less common. 

bistro ['biistrou] (pi bistros) n a small restau¬ 
rant or bar in a French style. 

bit [bit] n -1. a bit of cake a small piece of 
cake, broken, tom, or cut from the whole 
cake (used to make uncountable nouns 
countable) □ a bit of wood/land/string □ There 
are bits of broken glass on the floor, m a bit of a 
book a (small) part of a book □ Which bits of 
the play/job did you like best? -2. a bit of equip¬ 
ment a single piece, amount, or example of 
equipment □ a bit of hardware/furniture/news □ / 
have a bit of shopping to do. ■ a bit of a prob¬ 
lem a problem, but not a very serious one □ 
It's a bit of a mess/an improvement. □ The news 
came as a bit of a shock to us. ■ bits and pieces 
GB small things of different sorts; (small) 
things that belong to somebody □ I've put all 
your bits and pieces in that box. ■ to do one's 
bit GB to do one's share of work to help 
one’s country, an organization etc □ I've 
done my bit for charity. ■ she's every bit as 
good as you she is just as good as you in 
every way (used for emphasis). ■ to fall to 
bits to break into little pieces. ■ thrilled to 
bits very thrilled (informal use). -3. a bit of 
food some food, but not very much □ We've 
had a bit of excitement here today. -4. [for a drill] 
a piece of hard metal at the end of a drill, 
for making holes in stone, wood etc □ a drill 
bit. -5. [for a horse] a metal bar that goes in a 
horse’s mouth, is fixed to the reins, and is 
used for guiding the horse. -6. computing [of 
information] the smallest unit of information 
that a computer can use or store □ 8 bits 
make up a byte. □ 32-bit technology. 

♦ a bit adv -1. for a bit for a short time (infor¬ 
mal use) □ He's just gone out for a bit. -2. 
slighdy □ "Does he help you much?" — "A bit, 
now and then." • a bit tired rather tired o It's 
a bit difficult to explain. ■ not a bit not at all. □ 
"Do you mind helping?" — "Not a bit!" ■ quite 
a bit quite often □ I've seen them quite a bit re¬ 
cently. ■ it's a bit much it is not fair or rea¬ 
sonable □ / think it's a bit much being expected 
to work Sundays. 

♦ bit by bit adv slowly and one part at a 
time □ The palace is being restored bit by bit. 

bitch [bitJ] On-1. a female dog. -2.v a word 
used to refer to a woman who makes un¬ 
pleasant and nasty remarks (very informal and 
disapproving use), o vi to complain about some¬ 
body in an unfair and nasty way (informal 
use) □ They're always bitching about somebody. 

bitchy [ bitji] (cornpar bitchier, superl bitchiest) 
adj [person, comment, remark] that one thinks 
is critical and nasty about somebody else in 
an unfair way (informal use). 

bite [bait] (pt bit, pp bitten) o vt -1. [person, 
animal] to cut or hold <sb/sthg> tightly with 
the teeth □ Your dog just bit me! □ He bites his 
nails. -2. [insect, snake] to make a hole in the 
skin of <a person or animal>, often remov¬ 
ing blood or injecting poison □ I've been bit¬ 
ten by a mosquito. 
o vi -1. [animal, person, insect] to bite some¬ 
body or something □ Does your dog bite? □ # 
She bit into a peach. □ This species does not bite. 
-2. [tires, clutch] to grip a surface firmly. 
-3. [law, policy, sanctions] to have a noticeable 
effect □ The recession is starting to bite. 
o « -1. the act of biting something; a piece 
removed from something by biting □ She 
took a large bite from or out of the pear. -2. to 
have a bite to eat to have a snack or a small 
meal (informal use) □ I haven't had a bite to eat 
all morning. □ Come over and have a bite to eat 
at our place. -3. [from a person, animal, insect] a 
wound made by the teeth of a person or 
animal, or by an insect □ a mosquito bite. 
-4. [of food, a drink] a sharp strong flavor □ 
This beer's got a real bite to it. 

♦ bite off vt sep to bite sthg off to remove 
sthg by biting. ■ to bite off more than one 

can chew to try to have or do more than is 
possible or reasonable. 

biting ['baitirj] adj -1. [wind, frost] very cold. 
-2. [wit, sarcasm, comment] clever, direct, and 
often cruel. 

bit-map vt computing to define <the data> in 
a computer using a grid of bits, so that each 
bit has a particular function, image etc. 

bit part n a small unimportant role for an ac¬ 
tor or actress. 

bitten [’bitn] past participle of bite. 

bitter [’bit3r] o adj -1. [taste, flavor] that is 
sharp rather than sweet □ This coffee's too bit¬ 
ter for my liking. -2. [wind, weather] very cold □ 
I had to walk home in the bitter cold. -3. 
[disappointment, blow] that is upsetting and 
difficult to accept □ I've learned from bitter ex¬ 
perience that there's no point in arguing with him. 
□ the bitter truth. • to the bitter end [fight, 
struggle] until all hope of success has gone; 
[stay, watch] until something is completely 
finished. -4. [argument, disagreement, opposi¬ 
tion] that is angry and intense □ her bitter ha¬ 
tred of injustice □ The two men are bitter en¬ 
emies. -5. [person] who is unable to accept or 
forget the suffering, injustice etc they have 
experienced □ He still feels terribly bitter about 
being laid off/the divorce. 

o « GB a traditional dark beer that has a bit¬ 
ter taste and is usually drunk at room tem¬ 
perature □ a pint of bitter. 

bitter lemon « GB a fizzy drink that contains 
lemon juice and is sometimes mixed with 
other drinks. 

bitterly [’bitali] adv -1. bitterly upset/disap¬ 

pointed/angry etc very upset/disappointed/ 
angry etc □ It was a bitterly cold day. □ Turkey is 
bitterly opposed to lifting sanctions. -2. [criticize, 
cry] in a way that shows one finds some¬ 
thing upsetting and difficult to accept □ I bit¬ 
terly regret not going to college now. 
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bitterness [’bita'nas] n: see bitter □ He spoke 
with great bitterness. 

bittersweet ['bit3rswi:t] adj [taste, flavor) that is 
bitter and sweet at the same time; [memory] 
that is pleasant but also painful. 

bitumen [US ba'tuiman, GB 'bitjumin] n a black 
sticky substance used to cover roads, 

bivouac ['bivoaek] (pt & pp bivouacked, cont 
bivouacking) o n a temporary shelter or 
camp made by mountaineers, soldiers etc. 
o vi to stay in a bivouac. 

biweekly [bai'wiikli] o adj -1. that takes place 
every two weeks. -2. that takes place twice 
a week, o adv -1. every two weeks. -2. 
twice a week. 

bizarre [bi'za:r] adj [behavior, remark, shape] that 
is strange and different from what is usual 
or expected □ He suddenly made a bizarre at¬ 
tack on the media. □ She turned up wearing the 
most bizarre outfit. 

bk -1. abbr of bank. -2. abbr of book, 

bl, B/L abbr of bill of lading. 

BL « GB -1. (,abbr of Bachelor of Law(s)) a de¬ 
gree in law; a person who has this degree. 
-2. (abbr of Bachelor of Letters) a degree in 
literature; a person who has this degree. 
-3. (abbr of Bachelor of Literature) a degree in 
literature; a person who has this degree, 

blab [blaeb] (pt 8z pp blabbed, cont blabbing) vi 
to talk about something, especially when it 
is a secret, in a careless way (informal use) □ 
Someone must have blabbed to the police. 

black [blaek] o adj -1. [hair, dress, sky] that is 
the color of coal □ a cloud of black smoke □ a 

black limousine. ■ to be black and blue to be 
covered in bruises □ They beat him black and 
blue. -2. [person] who belongs to a race that 
has dark skin, especially one of African ori¬ 
gin; [culture, music] that is connected with 
black people □ the country's first black judge □ 
a member of the black community. -3. [tea, cof¬ 

fee] made without milk or cream. -4. [day, 

outlook] very depressing or worrying; [mood, 

thoughts] very depressed or worried □ He 
painted a very black picture of our financial situa¬ 
tion. □ The future looks black. □ His mind was full 
of black thoughts. ■ black humor jokes about 
sad or unpleasant things. -5. a black look a 
very angry or hostile look, 
o n -1. the color of coal □ She was dressed in 
black. ■ to be in the black [account, person, 

company] to be in credit and without debts. 
-2. a black person □ Blacks represent 20% of 
the party's voters. 
o vt GB [goods, workers] to refuse to be in¬ 
volved with <particular people or things> in 
protest against something. 

♦ black out o vt sep -1. to black a place out 
[room, building, city] to make a place dark by 
covering or putting out the lights, or by cut¬ 
ting the electricity supply □ Large parts of the 
city were blacked out by the storm. -2. to black 
sthg out [news] to prevent information from 
being published or broadcast, o vt [person] to 
faint for a short time □ He blacked out after 
the crash, so intense was the pain. 

black and white o adj -1. [photograph, televi¬ 
sion] that shows the colors black, white, and 
gray only □ / love watching old black and white 
movies. -2. [view, attitude] that treats an issue, 
especially a moral one, in terms of simple 
opposites □ Things aren't that black and white. 
On to be in black and white [agreement, con¬ 
tract] to be written on a piece of paper □ / 
won't believe it until I've seen it in black and 
white. 

blackball ['blackball] vt to vote against allow¬ 
ing <sb> to become a member of a club, 
committee etc. 

black belt n a black belt worn by a person 
who is an expert in judo or karate; a person 
who has the right to wear this belt. 

blackberry [US 'blaekben, GB -ban] (pi black¬ 
berries) rt a small, soft, black fruit that grows 
in woods and hedges; the bush that this 
fruit grows on. 

blackbird ['blaekb3ird] n a common American 
or European bird that has black feathers if it 
is a male. 

blackboard ['blaekbo:rd] n a large sheet of 
smooth black or dark-green material, usually 
found in a classroom, that a teacher writes 
on in chalk. 

black box n aviation a device on an aircraft 
that records information while it is in flight 
and can be examined after a crash to help 
End the cause of the accident. 

black comedy n comedy that uses black hu¬ 
mor. 

Black Country: the Black Country the indus¬ 
trial part of the West Midlands of England. 

blackcurrant [US ,blaek‘k3:rsnt, GB -kAr-] n a 
small, black, round fruit that is grown in 
gardens □ blackcurrant jelly. 

black economy n GB the business activities in 
a country that take place illegally, especially 
to avoid paying tax. 

blacken ['blaekan] o vf -1. [wall, skin] to make 
the surface of <sthg> black or dark □ an old 
wall blackened with soot/smoke □ They blackened 
their faces. -2. to blacken sb’s name or reputa¬ 
tion to give people a bad opinion of sb by 
accusing them of criminal or immoral be¬ 
havior, often falsely. -3. US cooking to cook 
<meat> over a high heat so that it goes 
black on the outside □ blackened chicken, o vi 
[sky] to become dark, especially before a 
storm. 

black eye « a bruise that forms around 
somebody’s eye after they have been hit 
there □ He gave me a black eye. 

Blackfoot [’blaekfot] (pi Blackfeet or Blackfoot) 
« a member of a Native American people 
living on the northwestern plains of the 
USA and Canada; the language of this peo¬ 

ple. 
blackhead [’blcekhed] n a small spot on one’s 

skin that has a black center. 

black hole n astronomy an area in outer 
space where gravity is so strong that every¬ 
thing near it is pulled into it and not even 
light can escape from it. 
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black ice n GB a layer of thin ice on a road 
surface that is very difficult to see. 

blackjack ['blaekd3aek] n -1. a card game, 
usually played for money, in which players 
try to collect cards with a total value of 21. 
-2. US a metal stick covered in leather that is 
used as a weapon. 

blacklist ['blacklist] o n a list of people, or¬ 
ganizations, places etc that an organization 
or government disapproves of, does not 
trust, and stops using or helping, o vt to 
place <a person, organization, place> etc on 
a blacklist □ The company was blacklisted for 
using non-union workers. 

black magic n magic that is believed to use 
the power of the devil to do evil. 

blackmail [’blaekmeil] o n -1. the act of getting 
money or favors from somebody by threat¬ 
ening to tell other people about something 
dishonest, immoral etc that they have done 
and want to keep secret. -2. the act of using 
a person’s feelings of love, loyalty etc to 
make them do what one wants □ emotional 
blackmail, o vt -1. to use blackmail to make 
<sb> give one money or favors □ They black¬ 
mailed him into giving them the money. -2. to 
threaten <sb> with emotional blackmail □ If 
you're trying to blackmail me into staying, it won't 
work. 

blackmailer ['blaekmeilal n a person who uses 
blackmail to get money or favors. 

black mark n a black mark against sb some¬ 
thing that sb has done that gives pedple a 
bad opinion of them □ If we miss this dead¬ 
line, it'll be a black mark against the department. 

black market n a system of buying and sell¬ 
ing goods, foreign money, or services illegal¬ 
ly □ These luxuries were freely available on the 
black market. □ black-market goods. 

Black Muslim « a member of a black Islamic 
movement in the USA called the Nation of 
Islam. It was formed in 1929, and demand¬ 
ed a separate state for black people. 

blackout ['blaekaut] n -1. (during a war] a period 
during wartime when a city, area etc is 
made completely dark for safety reasons. 
-2. [of electricity] a power cut □ an electricity 
blackout. -3. [of a person] a loss of conscious¬ 
ness for a short time □ I've started getting 
blackouts. 

Black Panthers: the Black Panthers the mem¬ 
bers of a black political party in the USA, 
the Black Panther Party, founded in 1966. 
They wanted a separate state for black peo¬ 
ple. 

Black Power n a political movement in the 
USA and Australia whose aim was to get 
more political and economic power for 
black people. It was an important part of 
the civil rights movement in the USA in the 
sixties. * 

black pudding n GB a large sausage made of 
pig’s blood, fat, and grain. 

Black Sea: the Black Sea an inland sea be¬ 
tween southeastern Europe and Asia. 

black sheep n the black sheep of the family 

the member of a family who is considered 
to be a disgrace or failure by the rest of the 
family. 

blacksmith [’bkeksmiG] n a person whose job 
is to make or repair things made of iron, es¬ 
pecially horseshoes. 

blackspot ['blaekspDt] n GB -1. a place where 
many road accidents have taken place. -2. a 
place where a particular problem is especial- * 
ly serious □ an unemployment blackspot. 

black-tie adj [dinner, dance] where very formal 
dress is worn. 

blacktop ['blaektnp] n US a black sticky sub¬ 
stance used to cover roads. 

bladder ['blasdaT « anatomy a bag in the body 
in which urine collects □ a bladder infection. 

blade [bleid] n -1. [of a knife, saw] the thin part 
of something that cuts when it is sharp. 
-2. [of a fan, propeller, oar] the flat wide part 
of something that moves through the air or 
water. -3. a blade of grass a long thin piece 
of grass. 

Blake [bleik], William (1757-1827) a British 
poet and artist, one of the earliest Roman¬ 
tics. His works include Songs of Innocence 
and Songs of Experience. 

blame [bleim] o vt -1. to think or say that 
<sb/sthg> is responsible for an accident, 
failure etc □ Don't blame me if you get into trou¬ 
ble. □ Investigators blame pilot error for the crash. 
■ to blame sthg on sb/sthg to put the re¬ 
sponsibility for sthg on sb/sthg □ They tried 
to blame the crash on me. ■ to be to blame to 
be responsible for something bad that has 
happened □ I'm not to blame for the mess 
we're in. -2. I don't blame you I think what 
you are doing is understandable □ "I'm stay¬ 
ing at home today." — "/ don't blame you, you 
don't look very well at all!" 
o n the responsibility for something bad 
that has happened □ It's not fair that you 
should get the blame. □ Don't try to put the 
blame on me! m to take the blame to be given 
responsibility for something bad that has 
happened □ My colleagues left me to take the 
blame for the department's mistakes. 

blameless [’bleimlas] adj [person] who is not to 
blame; [life] that is entirely good and re¬ 
spectable. 

blanch [US blaentf, GB blaintj] o vt COOKING 
[vegetables, fruit, nuts] to put <food> into 
boiling water for a short time, o vi [person] 

to become pale □ He blanched when he heard 
the news. 

blancmange [bla'mnr^] n a cold dessert 
made of sweetened and flavored milk thick¬ 
ened with cornstarch. 

bland [blasnd] adj -1. [person, style, music] that 
has no interesting or unusual qualities. -2. 
[food, drink] that has no strong flavor. 

blank [blaeqk] o adj -1. [page, screen] that has 
nothing written, marked, or shown on' it □ 
The computer screen suddenly went blank. □ 
'Leave this space blank.' -2. [cassette, tape, film] 

that has nothing recorded on it. -3. [look, 

stare] that shows no understanding, emo- 
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tion, or interest. ■ her mind went blank she 
found herself unable to think or remember, 
o tt -1. an empty space □ Answer the question 
by filling in the blanks. • to draw a blank to be 
unsuccessful in one’s search for somebody 
or something □ The police have drawn a blank 
in their search for the bombers. -2. military a 
cartridge with no bullet in it. 

blank check « -1. a signed check that does 
not have the amount to be paid written on 
it. -2. complete freedom to make the deci¬ 
sions one wants, especially to spend money 
□ Just giving an architect a blank check is a reci¬ 
pe for disaster. 

blanket [US 'blsgkat, gb -it] o adj a blanket 

decision/instruction etc a decision/instruction 
etc that includes every part of something □ 
The event received blanket coverage in the me¬ 
dia. On-1. [for a bed] a warm, usually wool¬ 
en, covering used on a bed. -2. a blanket of 

fog/snow etc a layer of fog/snow etc that 
covers an area completely, 

blanket bath k GB a complete wash given to 
somebody who cannot get out of bed. 

blankly ['blaerjkli] adv [look, stare] see blank, 

blank verse « poetry that has a regular 
rhythm but does not rhyme, 

blare [blear] vi [siren, radio, hornl to make a loud 
harsh sound □ They drove by with their car ste¬ 
reo blaring. 

♦ blare out vi = blare. 

blase [US .blai'zei, GB ’blaizei] adj [person, atti¬ 
tude] that shows no interest or concern, es¬ 
pecially about things that excite or worry 
other people □ She was very blase about it all. 

blasphemous [‘blaesfamas] adj [person, words] 
showing complete disrespect for God or relig¬ 
ion. 

blasphemy [’blaesfami] (pi blasphemies) n an 
expression" or act of disrespect for God or 
religion. 

blast [US blaest, GB blaist] o n--\. an'explosion, 
especially one caused by a f>omb n Six people 
were killed in the blast. -2. a sudden strong 
rush of air □ a blast of wind, o vt to create <a 
hole, tunnel> etc using explosives □ The 
bomb blasted a huge hole in the front wall of the 
building, o excl GB a word used to express an¬ 
ger or frustration (informal use) □ Blast! I've 
left her number at home. 

♦ (at) full blast adv -1. as loudly as possible 
□ He had the radio on (at) full blast. -2. with 
maximum speed and energy □ The machine 
was going (at) full blast. 

♦ blast off vi [spacecraft, rocket] to leave the 

ground. 
blasted [US 'blaestad, GB 'blaistad] adj a word 

used to show one’s irritation with some¬ 
body or something (informal use) □ That blast¬ 
ed dog's barking again. 

blast furnace n a tall structure in which 
blasts of heated air are used to melt a sub¬ 
stance to get metal from it. 

blast-off n the launching of a rocket or space¬ 

craft. 
blatant ['bleitnt] adj [dishonesty, discrimination, 

bleeding 

liar] that is obvious and shows no shame □ a 

blatant disregard for human rights. 

blatantly f'bleitnth] adv [lie, discriminate, cheat] 

see blatant. ■ to be blatantly obvious to be 
very obvious □ It's blatantly obvious what's 
been going on. 

blaze [bleiz] o « -l. a large destructive fire □ 
The blaze spread to other houses in the street. 
-2. a blaze of publicity/glory etc an impres¬ 
sive display of publicity/glory etc □ The 
movie was released in a blaze of publicity. □ The 
garden was a blaze of color, o vi -1. [fire] to 
bum brightly or strongly □ The fire has been 
blazing for three hours. -2. [sun, light] to be very 
bright □ The garden blazed with color. -3. [eyes] 

to show strong emotion, especially anger □ 
Eyes blazing, he got up and stormed out of the 
room. □ She turned to face him, her eyes blazing. 

blazer ['bleiz3r] n a jacket that is often dark 
blue and sometimes has a special badge on 
the breast pocket. 

blazing f'bleizig] o adj -1. blazing sunshine/ 
heat etc sunshine/heat etc that is very hot. 
-2. a blazing argument/fight etc an argu¬ 
ment/a fight etc that is very loud and angry, 
o adv blazing hot very hot □ blazing hot 
weather. 

bleach [bliitf] o « a strong chemical which 
makes things white and is used for cleaning 
and removing germs, o vt [clothing, hair] to 
cause <sthg> to become white or lighter in 
color by the use of chemicals or through the 
effects of strong sunlight □ Their bones were 
bleached white in the sun. □ sun-bleached hair. 

bleached [bliitjt] adj [hair, cotton] lighter in col¬ 
or or white, because of the use of chemicals 
or the effects of strong sunlight. 

bleachers ['bliitJVz] npl us the cheap uncov¬ 
ered seats at a sports stadium, especially a 
baseball park. 

bleak [bli:k] adj -1. [future, prospect, outlook] 

that gives no cause for hope or optimism □ 
These are bleak times for many shareholders. 
-2. [place, landscape, building] that causes one 
to feel unhappy because it has no pleasant 
or interesting qualities □ The city is bleak and 
deserted. -3. [weather] cold, dull, and unpleas¬ 
ant □ a bleak winter's day. -4. [face, person] 

without any hope or enthusiasm. 

bleary ['bliari] (cornpar blearier, superl bleariest) 
adj [eyes] that are red and not able to see 
well because of dredness, crying etc. 

bleary-eyed [-'aid] adj [person] who has bleary 

eyes. 

bleat [bli:t] o n the sound made by a sheep or 
goat, o vi -1. [sheep, goat] to make a bleat. 
-2. [person] to complain, especially in a weak 

high voice. 

bleed [bli:d] (pt & pp bled) [bled] o vi to have 
blood flowing from a wound, injury etc □ 
My leg is bleeding. □ She was bleeding from a 
cut on her hand, o vt to remove air from <a 
radiators-; to remove the liquid from <a 

brake system>. 

bleeding ['bliidir)] n [from a cut] see bleed □ Ap- 
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ply pressure to the wound to stop the bleeding. □ 
internal bleeding. 

bleep [bli:p] on a single, short, high-pitched 
sound made by an electronic device, o vt to 
call <sb> by using a bleeper, o vi [alarm, 
pager] to make a bleep. 

bleeper ['blfipa1] n GB an electronic device that 
bleeps to tell the person carrying it that they 
should phone someone, 

blemish ['blemij'] on-1. [on skin, fruit, china] a 
mark that spoils the appearance of some¬ 
thing. -2. [on somebody's reputation, character] 
something that damages somebody’s reputa¬ 
tion. o vt to damage <sb’s reputations 

blend [blend] o n -1. [of coffee, whiskey] a 
product made by putting different types of 
the same thing together in a particular way 
a a blend of three different kinds of tea. -2. [of 
ideas, qualities, styles] a combination, especial¬ 
ly one that is pleasing or new □ His speech had 
just the right blend of seriousness and humor. 
o vt -1. [ingredients] to mix <substances> to¬ 
gether to produce a smooth whole □ Blend 
the flour into the eggs. -2. [coffee, tea, tobacco] 
to mix <different types of drink or tobacco 
to produce a particular flavor □ a blended 
whisky. -3. [ideas, styles] to combine differ¬ 
ent qualities>, especially in a pleasing or un¬ 
usual way □ The story blends fact with fiction, 
o vi [sounds, colors] to go together in a pleas¬ 
ing way to produce something whole □ Their 
voices blended with the sound of the orchestra. 

♦ blend in vi to combine with one’s sur¬ 
roundings so as not to be noticeable □ The 
new building blends in well with the rest of the 
square. □ He tried to blend in with the crowd. 

♦ blend into vt fus to blend into sthg [into the 
landscape, one's surroundings] not to be very 
different from sthg. 

blender ['blends1] n an electrical appliance 
used to mix food or change it into liquid 
form. 

bless [bles] (ft & pp blessed or blest) vf -1. 

religion [congregation, house] to ask God to 
take care of <sb/sthg>; [bread, wine, water] to 
make <sthg> holy in a religious ceremony. 
-2. to be blessed with sthg [with talent, good 
health] to be lucky enough to have sthg. 
-3. phrase bless you! a phrase that one says 
to somebody who has just sneezed, 

blessed [’blesid] adj -1. religion very holy □ 
the Blessed Virgin. -2. [relief, silence] that one 
feels grateful for. -3. a word used to express 
one’s irritation with somebody or something 
(informal use). 

blessing ['blesirj] n -1. religion an act of bless¬ 
ing somebody. ■ a blessing in disguise some¬ 
thing that at first appears to be harmful or 
unpleasant, but is later good or helpful □ 
Losing that job may prove to be a blessing in dis¬ 
guise. -2. approval and support □ The project 
has the blessing of the committee. 

blest [blest] past tense <H past participle of bless, 

blew [blu:] past tense of blow, 

blight [blait] o n -1. [in plants] a disease that 
makes plants or crops die slowly □ potato 

blight -2. [in buildings, towns] a state of slow 
decay □ urban blight. -3. [on somebody's hopes, 

chances] something that spoils something or 
prevents it happening or developing fully □ 
Homelessness is a blight on the lives of many 
young people, o vt to spoil <sb’s career, life> 
etc □ The peace process has been blighted by re¬ 
peated terrorist attacks. 

blind [blaind] o adj -1. [person, animal] unable « 
to see □ He went blind in his seventies. -2. to 
be blind [person] not to notice or understand 
sthg when one should □ People were blind to 
the danger of infection. -3. blind rage/panic etc 
uncontrollable rage/panic etc. ■ blind faith/ 
obedience etc faith/obedience etc that shows 
no doubt or uncertainty. -4. GB a word used 
for emphasis □ It doesn't make a blind bit of dif¬ 
ference to me. 
o adv to be blind drunk to be very drunk. 
On a covering of cloth, plastic etc that is 
pulled down over a window to keep light 
out of a room, 
o npl the blind blind people, 
o vt -1. to make <sb> unable to see □ She 
was blinded by a firework. □ The camera flash 
momentarily blinded me. -2. to stop <sb> from 
knowing or noticing something □ His ambi¬ 
tion blinded him to the needs of his family. 

blind alley n -1. a small street that is closed 
at one end. -2. something which will not in 
the end produce any good results, 

blind corner n a comer at which a driver can¬ 
not see the road ahead, 

blind date n a date with somebody one has 
never met before; the person one has this 
kind of date with. 

blinders ['blaind3rz] npl US two leather patches 
placed beside a horse’s eyes so that it can 
only see straight ahead, 

blindfold ['blaindfoold] o adv with one’s eyes 
covered, o « a strip of cloth used to cover 
somebody’s eyes so that they cannot see. 
o vf to stop <sb> from seeing by tying a 
blindfold over their eyes, 

blinding [‘blaindirj] adj [light, glare, flash] so 
bright that one is unable to see properly be¬ 
cause of it. 

blindingly ['blaindirjli] adv blindingly obvious 
very obvious. 

blindly [’blaindli] adv -1. [grope, stumble] with¬ 
out being able to see. -2. [guess, speculate] 

without the necessary knowledge or infor¬ 
mation; [follow, accept, obey] without asking 
questions or showing doubt, 

blindness ['blaindnas] n [of a person] see blind □ 
her blindness to everything except her own 
selfish aims. 

blind spot n -1. auto an area of the road that 
a driver cannot easily see, especially the 
area that is slightly behind and to the side 
of the car. -2. something that somebody is 
always unable or unwilling to understand □ 
Dealing with other people's problems has always 
been a blind spot for him. 

blink [blirjk] o vt -1. to open and close cone’s 
eyes> rapidly. -2. US auto to blink one's 
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lights to flash one’s lights on and off. o vi 
-1. (person] to open and close one’s eyes 
quickly □ He stood there blinking in the sunlight. 
-2. (light] to come on and off rapidly or shine 
in an unsteady way □ We could see the light¬ 
house blinking in the distance, o ti -1. [of eyes, 
light] an act of blinking. -2. to be on the blink 
[machine] not to be working □ The washing 
machine's on the blink again. 

blinkered [’blir)k3rd] adj -1. [horse] that is 
wearing blinkers. -2. [person, attitude] who 
cannot understand ideas, opinions etc that 
are different from theirs, 

blinkers ['blir|karz] npl GB = blinders, 

blip [blip] « -1. a short high-pitched sound 
made by electronic devices such as a radar 
or life-support system; a spot of light on a 
screen that flashes on and off and often 
makes this sound. -2. a temporary problem 
□ The spokesperson said that the rise in interest 
rates was just a blip. 

bliss [blis] n very great happiness, 

blissful ['blisfl] adj [day, experience] that is hap¬ 
py and enjoyable. 

blissfully ['blisfli] adv to be blissfully happy to 
be extremely happy. ■ to be blissfully una¬ 

ware/ignorant to be unaware/ignorant of 
something unpleasant □ He was blissfully un¬ 
aware of the dangers he faced. 

blister ['bhstafl o n -1. [on one's skin] a small 
raised area of skin containing clear liquid 
that can be painful and is caused by rubbing 
or burning □ My feet/hands were covered in 
blisters. -2. [on paint, a tire] a small area like a 
blister caused by a small amount of air un¬ 
der the surface, o vi [skin, paint] to form blis¬ 
ters. 

blistering ['blistarirfl o adj -1. [heat, sun] very 
hot. -2. [attack, criticism] very strong and an¬ 
gry □ They had a blistering row. o adv blistering 

hot very hot □ a blistering hot day. 

blister pack « a type of packaging consisting 
of a piece of raised clear plastic attached to 
a firm piece of cardboard, 

blithe [blaid] adj -1. [indifference, remark] that 
shows that one has not thought seriously or 
carefully about something important, 

blithely ['blaidli] adv [say, talk, ignore] see blithe 

□ Despite their huge overdraft they went on 
blithely signing checks. 

BLitt [,bi:'lit] (abbr of Bachelor of Letters) n GB 
a degree in literature; a person who has this 
degree. 

blitz [blits] k -1. military a sudden attack in 
which a lot of bombs are dropped from 
planes on a town or city. -2. a period when 
somebody tries hard to deal with a problem 
or job that must be finished quickly □ an ad¬ 
vertising blitz □ Let's have a blitz on the paper¬ 

work. 
blizzard ['bliz3rd] n a heavy snowstorm with 

strong winds. 

BLM (abbr of Bureau of Land Management) « 

the US government department responsible 
fot planning and controlling the building of 
roads, cities, transport systems etc. 

bloated ['bloutad] adj -1. [body, face] that looks 
very swollen. -2. [person] who feels uncom¬ 
fortably full after eating too much. 

blob [blob] n -1. a large drop of thick liquid □ 
a blob of paint. -2. a shape that is unclear or is 
hard to describe □ a blob on the horizon. 

bloc [blok] n a group of people or countries 
that work together for political or economic 
reasons □ countries of the former Communist 
bloc. 

block [blok] o n -l. [in a city, town] a building 
or group of buildings between two streets □ 
The bank Is three blocks away. □ We walked 
round the block. -2. [of stone, wood, ice] a large 
piece of something solid that usually has 
straight sides. -3. [of apartments] a large 
building divided into several offices, apart¬ 
ments etc □ an office block □ a block of flats. 
-4. [in a pipe, tube, road] something that pre¬ 
vents things from moving along something. 
-5. a block and tackle a system of pulleys 
and ropes used for lifting heavy objects, 
o vt -1. [road, pipe] to stop things from mov¬ 
ing along or through <sthg> □ The highway 
was completely blocked by traffic. □ She stood in 
front of me, blocking the doorway. -2. [light, 
view] to be in the way of <sthg> □ You're 
blocking my view. -3. [law, deal, promotion] to 
prevent <sthg> from happening, succeeding 
etc □ The treaty was blocked by the Spanish. □ 
The courts have blocked moves to make such 
mergers illegal. 

♦ block off vt sep to block sthg off [road, pipe] 
to block sthg completely for a particular rea¬ 
son □ The police blocked off the entrance to the 
street. 

♦ block out vt sep -1. to block sthg out [idea, 
memory] to prevent oneself from thinking 
about sthg □ He tried to block out all thoughts 
of the accident. -2. to block out the light/sun 
etc to prevent light/sunlight etc from pass¬ 
ing through □ Those trees block the sun out. 

♦ block up o vt sep to be blocked up [pipe, 
sink] to be completely blocked by something 
□ My nose is blocked up. □ The drains were all 
blocked up with dead leaves, o vi [pipe, sink] 
The toilet keeps blocking up. 

blockade [blo'keid] o n an action taken to 
stop goods from entering or leaving a port 
or country, usually by surrounding it with 
ships □ a blockade on arms or an arms blockade, 
o vt to close <a port, country> etc with a 
blockade. 

blockage ['blr>kid3] « something that prevents 
things from moving through a pipe, tube 

etc. 

block booking n a single reservation for a 
large number of tickets or seats. 

blockbuster ['blDkbAstafl n a very successful 
book or movie. 

block capitals tipi capital letters □ Please write 
in block capitals. 

block letters npl = block capitals. 

block release « GB a system that allows in¬ 
dustrial employees to study at a college for 
a short period □ I'm on block release. 
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block vote n GB a single vote made by a rep¬ 
resentative of a group such as a labor union. 

Bloc Quebecois [-keibe'kwa:] n a Canadian 
political party that believes that Quebec 
should become an independent state. 

bloke [blouk] n GB a man (informal use). 

blond [blond] adj [hair] light yellow; [man] who 
has blond hair. 

blonde [blond] o ad) [hair] light yellow; [wom¬ 
an] who has blond hair, on a woman who 
has blond hair. 

blood [bUd] n the red liquid that flows 
through one’s body □ He/His face was covered 
in blood. □ a blood disease □ a blood sample. ■ 
to kill sb in cold blood to kill sb in a planned 
way, without emotion □ He was shot in cold 
blood. ■ to be in sb's blood to be an easy or 
natural thing for sb to do, sometimes be¬ 
cause their family has done it before □ Acting 
is in her blood. * to make sb's blood boil to 
make sb very angry □ It really makes my blood 
boil to hear politicians talking about morality. ■ to 
make sb's blood run cold to make sb very 
frightened. ■ new or fresh blood new mem¬ 
bers of an organization who can bring new 
ideas with them. 

blood bank n a place where blood is stored 
until it is needed by doctors during opera¬ 
tions. 

bloodbath [US 'bUdbaeG, pi -baedz, GB -ba:0, pi 
-ba:dz] n the violent killing of a lot of people 
at the same time □ The battle turned into a 
bloodbath. 

blood brother n a man who has promised to 
be loyal to one or more other men, usually 
in a ceremony where they mix some of their 
blood. 

blood cell « one of the red or white cells that 
are found in blood □ a red/white blood cell. 

blood count n a medical test to check that 
somebody has the right amounts of red and 
white blood cells. 

bloodcurdling ['bUdk3:rdlir|] ad) [cry, noise, sto¬ 
ry! very frightening. 

blood donor n a person who gives blood 
from their own body to be used in hospi¬ 
tals. 

blood group n one of the groups into which 
human blood is classified. 

bloodhound ['bUdhaond] n a large dog with a 
good sense of smell, used for hunting or for 
searching for people. 

bloodless f'bUdbs] adj -1. [face, cheeks] very 
pale. -2. [coup, victory] in which nobody is 
killed. 

bloodletting ['bUdletiri] n violence and killing, 
usually between rival groups. 

blood money n money that is paid to a per¬ 
son for murdering or helping to murder 
somebody. 

blood orange n an orange with red flesh and 
red juice. 

blood poisoning n a serious illness caused by 
an infection in one’s blood. 

blood pressure n a measure of the force with 

which blood moves through one’s body □ 
He has high/low blood pressure. 

blood relation, blood relative n a person 
who is related to somebody by birth rather 
than by marriage. 

bloodshed ['blAdfed] n violence and killing □ 
It's time to put an end to all the bloodshed. 

bloodshot [’bUdJot] adj [eye] that has red 
lines in the part that is normally white, 

blood sports npl sports, especially hunting, 
in which animals are killed, 

bloodstained ['bUdsteind] adj [clothing, floor] 

that is stained with blood, 

bloodstream ['bUdstrhm] n the blood flowing 
inside one’s body □ There were traces of the 
drug in his bloodstream. 

blood test n a test carried out on a sample of 
blood to check for diseases or the presence 
of drugs. 

bloodthirsty ['blAd03:rsti] adj [person] who en¬ 
joys doing, watching, or reading about acts 
of violence; [movie, story] very violent, 

blood transfusion n a medical operation in 
which a patient is given blood from another 
person. 

blood type n = blood group, 

blood vessel n any of the tubes that blood 
flows through in one’s body, 

bloody [‘blAdi] (compar bloodier, superl bloodi¬ 

est) o adj -1. [war, conflict] in which there is 
a lot of violence and killing □ the bloody mas¬ 
sacre of 1,200 men. -2. [face, hand] that is cov¬ 
ered with blood. -3.v GB a word used to 
show how strongly one feels about some¬ 
thing (very informal use) □ The bloody train's 
late again. □ He's got a bloody nerve o advv GB 
very (very informal use) □ It's a bloody good 
film. 

bloody mary n a drink made from vodka and 
tomato juice. 

bloom [blu:m] o n a flower. ■ to be in bloom 

[flower, tree] to have flowers that are open; 
[place, garden] to be full of flowers, o v; 

[plant, tree] to produce flowers □ These roses 
will bloom twice a year. 

blooming ['bluimig] o adj [person] who looks 
attractive and healthy □ She's positively 
blooming with health. 

Bloomsbury Group ['bluimzbori-] n the 
Bloomsbury Group a group of artists and 
writers with very’ modem ideas, including 
Virginia Woolf and E.M. Forster, who lived 
in Bloomsbury, in London, in the 1920s. 

blossom ['blosam] o « the flowers of a tree 
that appear before the fruit □ cherry/apple 
blossom, m to be in blossom [tree] to be cov¬ 
ered with flowers, o vi -1. [tree] to produce 
blossom □ The apple trees blossomed very late 
this year. -2. [person, business, industry] to be¬ 
come more successful or attractive □ She 
blossomed into an exceptional artist. 

blot [blot] {pt & pp blotted, cont blotting) o n 
-1. (of ink, paint] a drop of liquid that some¬ 
body has spilt on something □ an ink blot. 
-2. something unpleasant that spoils a view, 
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somebody’s reputation etc □ The tower is con¬ 
sidered to be a blot on the landscape, o vt -1. to 
make a blot or blots on <a piece of paper>. 
•2. to dry <ink, writing> etc by pressing a 
piece of blotting paper against it. 

♦ blot out vt sep to blot sthg out [light, idea, 

memories! to block sthg out □ You just have to 
blot out any thought of failure. 

blotch [blDtf] n a small mark on skin, material 
etc that does not have a definite shape □ His 
arms were covered in red blotches. 

blotchy [‘blDt Ji] {compar blotchier, superl 
blotchiest) adj [complexion, skin, face] that is 
covered with blotches. 

blotter ['blDt3r] n a piece of blotting paper, of¬ 
ten with a hard backing. 

blotting paper ['blt>tig-] « thick soft paper 
used for blotting ink, writing etc. 

blouse [US blaus, GB blauz] n a type of shirt 
worn by women or girls. 

blouson [US 'blausam, GB 'bluizDn] n a short 
jacket, usually close-fitting at the waist. 

blow [blou] (pt blew, pp blown) o vi -1. [wind, 

draft] to make air move □ The wind is blowing 
from the north. -2. [leaves, hat] to be moved by 
the wind, a draft etc □ The papers blew off the 
desk. □ Her hair was blowing in the wind. 
-3. [person] to send air out of one’s mouth □ 
She blew on her coffee. -4. [fuse] to stop 
working suddenly because too much current 
has passed through it. 
o vt -1. [leaves, papers] to move <sthg> by a 
current of air, breath, or wind □ The wind 
blew the door open. □ He blew the dust off the 
desk. -2. to make <bubbles or smoke rings> 
by forcing one’s breath through water, 
smoke etc. -3. [trumpet, whistle] to make a 
sound by blowing into <a musical instru¬ 
ments-. -4. to blow one's nose to clear one's 
nose by forcing air through it. -5. [wages, 

savings] to spend <a lot of money> irrespon¬ 
sibly or extravagantly (informal use) □ She 
blew it all on a new car. 
On-1. the act of hitting somebody or 
something with one’s hand or a weapon □ 
He received several blows to the head. ■ to 
come to blows to start fighting by hitting 
each other □ The two men came to blows. ■ to 
strike a blow for sthg [for freedom, peace] to 
do something important in support of sthg. 
-2. an unpleasant and unexpected shock □ 
His resignation came as a bit of a blow. ■ to sof¬ 
ten the blow to make unpleasant news easi¬ 
er to accept. 

♦ blow away vi [leaves, hat] to be moved 
away by the wind, a draft etc. 

♦ blow out o vt sep to blow sthg out [candle, 

match! to stop sthg burning by blowing on 
it. o vi -1. [candle, match] to stop burning be¬ 
cause the wind or a draft has blown it out. 
-2. [tire].to burst while moving along a road. 

♦ blow over vi -1. [storm] to end gradually. 
-2. [argument, scandal] to end gradually and 
be forgotten □ It'll soon blow over. 

♦ blow up o vt sep -1. to blow sthg up [bal¬ 

loon, tire] to fill sthg with air. -2. to blow sb/ 
sthg up [building, vehicle, person] to destroy 

sb/sthg with explosives □ The bridge was 
blown up during the war. -3. to blow sthg up 
[photo, document, image] to make a bigger 
copy of sthg □ This is a blown-up section of part 
of the map. o vi [building, vehicle] The whole 
ship blew up. 

blow-by-blow adj a blow-by-blow account/ 
description an account/a description that is 
very detailed and mentions everything in 
the exact order that it happened in. 

blow-dry o n a way of drying somebody’s 
hair using a hairdryer so that it has a par¬ 
ticular shape □ a cut and blow-dry. o vf to give 
<sb’s hair> a blow-dry. 

blowfly [’blouflai] {pi blowflies) « a fly that 
lays its eggs on meat or open wounds, 

blowgun [‘blougAn] n US a long tube through 
which arrows or darts are blown that is 
used for hunting or as a weapon, 

blowlamp [’bloulaemp] n GB = blowtorch, 

blown [bloun] past participle of blow, 

blowout ['blouaut] n -1. [of a tire] an accident 
in which a tire bursts □ We had a blowout on 
the highway. -2. a very big meal (informal use), 

blowpipe [’bloupaip] « GB = blowgun. 

blowtorch [‘blooto:rtj'] n a device, held in 
one’s hand, that gives out a very hot flame 
and is used for removing old paint. 

BLS (abbr of Bureau of Labor Statistics) n the 
US government department responsible for 
producing statistics on employment. 

BLT n abbr of bacon, lettuce, and tomato (sand¬ 
wich). 

blubber ['bUbar] o « the fat of particular sea 
animals, e.g. whales and seals, o vi to cry 
noisily (disapproving use) □ Stop blubbering! 

bludgeon ['bUdjan] vt to hit <sb> several 
times with a heavy object □ He was bludg¬ 
eoned to death. 

blue [blur] o adj -1. [eyes, clothes, sea] that is 
the color of the sky on a clear day □ The 
walls were painted bright blue. □ Her hands were 
blue with the cold. -2. [person] to feel blue to 
feel sad (old-fashioned use). -3. [movie, joke] 
that refers to sex in a way that could offend 
some people, o n the color that is blue □ 
She was dressed in blue. ■ to appear/arrive etc 
out of the blue to appear/arrive etc suddenly, 
when one is not expecting it □ The takeover 
bid came right out of the blue. 

♦ blues npl -1. music a type of music that 
started in the USA and is slow and sad □ a 
blues guitarist. -2. the blues a feeling of sad¬ 
ness (informal use) □ She’s got the blues again. 

In British politics, the color blue traditional¬ 
ly represents the Conservative Party. At the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge, a 
“blue” also means a special award given to 
a person who has played for one of the uni¬ 
versity sports teams, and who is therefore 
very good at sports. Oxford players tradi¬ 
tionally wear dark blue, and Cambridge 
players wear light blue. 
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blue baby n a baby born with slightly blue 
skin because of a problem with its heart or 
lungs. 

Bluebeard [‘blu:bi3rd] a male character in 
European folk stories who marries and kills 
several women one after the other, 

bluebell ['bluibel] n a small European wild 
plant with blue flowers that are shaped like 
bells. 

blueberry [US 'bluiberi, GB -ban] (pi blueberries) 
n a small, dark-blue, North American fruit 
that can be cooked and eaten; the bush that 
this fruit grows on □ blueberry jam/pie. 

bluebird ['blu:b3:rd] n a small, blue, North 
American bird. 

blue-black adj very dark blue, 

blue-blooded [-'bUdad] adj [person] who be¬ 
longs to a royal or aristocratic family, 

bluebottle ['blu:bt>tl] n a large fly with a 
dark-blue body. 

blue channel n the blue channel a special way 
through customs at an airport or port in the 
EU, used by passengers who are traveling 
from one EU country to another, 

blue cheese n a type of cheese with blue 
lines of mold in it. 

blue chip n a share in a company that is con¬ 
sidered to be very reliable and profitable □ a 
blue-chip company/investment. 

blue-collar adj [worker, union, job] that is con¬ 
nected with people who do manual, usually 
industrial, work. 
NOTE: Compare white-collar, 

blue exit « = blue channel, 

blue-eyed boy [-aid-] « GB a man or boy who 
is somebody’s favorite child, student, or em¬ 
ployee (informal use) □ Philip was always 
Daddy's blue-eyed boy. 

bluegrass [US 'bluigraes, GB -grais] n -1. a type 
of bluish-green grass that grows in North 
America. -2. a type of country music from 
the southern USA that is played on stringed 
instruments. 

blue jeans npl us = jeans. 

blue law n US a law that tries to stop activ¬ 
ities such as drinking alcohol or doing busi¬ 
ness on Sundays that some people think are 
immoral. 

blueprint ['bluiprint] n -1. construction the 
photographic print of a plan for a building, 
machine etc. -2. a blueprint for sthg an ex¬ 
planation of how a particular plan or idea is 
expected to work □ a blueprint for success. 

blue ribbon n US a piece of blue ribbon, given 
as the first prize in a competition, 

bluestocking ['bluistDkir)] n a woman who is 
thought to be too highly educated (old- 
fashioned and disapproving use), 

blue tit n GB a small European bird with a 
blue head and yellow chest, 

blue whale « a bluish-gray whale that is the 
largest living animal. 

bluff [bUf] o vi [person] to try to deceive 
somebody by pretending that one is going 
to do something, or that one is somebody 

else □ He keeps threatening to resign, but I think 
he's bluffing, o vt to bluff one's way into/out 

of a situation to get into/out of a situation 
by deceiving somebody □ He bluffed his way 
into the job. on-1. the act of bluffing. ■ to 

call sb's bluff to try to make sb do what they 
are threatening to do because one is sure 
that they are bluffing. -2. a steep bank or 
cliff by a river or the ocean, o adj [person, 

manner] cheerful and direct, often in a way 
that some people find rude, 

blunder ['bUndar] o « a big mistake that 
shows one is careless or stupid, o vi -1. to 
make a blunder. -2. to move clumsily and 
carelessly □ He blundered into the trap. 

blunt [bLvnt] o adj -1. [knife, pencil] that is not 
sharp; [object] that has rounded edges □ 
These scissors are too blunt. □ a blunt edge □ He 
had been struck by a blunt instrument. -2. 
[person] who says what they really think, 
without trying to be polite □ a blunt question/ 
answer, o vt -1. [knife, pencil, blade] to make 
<sthg> blunt. -2. [feeling, sense, effect] to 
weaken <sthg>. 

bluntly [’blAntli] odv [say, reply] see blunt □ Put 
bluntly, he's saying it's a total waste of time. 

blur [bl3:r] (pt &t pp blurred, cont blurring) o n 
something that cannot be seen or remem¬ 
bered clearly □ It was all a blur, o vt -1. 
[outline, photo] to make <sthg> less clear to 
see. -2. [distinction, memory, vision] to make 
<sthg> less clear to understand or remem¬ 
ber o They're deliberately trying to blur the issue. 

blurb [bl3:rb] n a short description of a book 
that is written on its cover (informal use), 

blurred [bb:rd] adj [photograph, distinction] that 
is difficult to see, understand, or remember 
□ She still suffers from blurred vision. 

blurt [bl3irt] ♦ blurt out vt sep to blurt sthg 
out to say sthg secret or embarrassing sud¬ 
denly, without thinking first □ / just blurted 
out the whole story. 

blush [bUf] o vi to become red in the face, 
usually from shame or embarrassment, o n 
-1. the red color on one’s face that comes 
when one blushes □ His jokes caused a few 
blushes in the audience. -2. a wine that is a 
very pale pink color. 

blusher ['bUJV] n a cosmetic for coloring 
one’s cheeks. 

bluster ['bUstar] o vi to speak loudly and ag¬ 
gressively, usually because one is angry or 
confused, o n the things one says when one 
blusters. 

blustery ['bUstari] adj [weather, day] windy □ 
blustery winds/showers. 

Blvd abbr of boulevard. 

BM n -1. (abbr of Bachelor of Medicine) a de¬ 
gree in medicine; a person who has this de¬ 
gree. -2. abbr of British Museum. 

BMA (abbr of British Medical Association) n the 
BMA an organization that aims to protect 
the rights of British doctors. 

BMus (abbr of Bachelor of Music) n a degree in 
music; a person who has this degree. 

BMX (abbr of bicycle motorcross) « a type of 
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bicycle with a strong frame and small 
wheels that can be used on rough ground. 

BO n abbr of body odor. 

boa constrictor ['bouskonstriktad « a large 
South American snake that kills animals or 
people by crushing them. 

Boadicea [.bouadt'sim] = Boudicca. 

boar [bo:r] n -1. a male pig kept on a farm. 
-2. a wild pig that has tusks and a thick 
coat. 

board [bo:rd] o n -1. construction a long flat 
piece of hard material, usually wood, that is 
used to make floors, stages etc □ The floor 
was made of wooden boards. -2. [on a wall] a 
flat rectangular piece of hard material used 
for displaying messages, announcements etc 
□ a notice board. -3. [for games] a flat piece of 
wood, cardboard, or plastic that has been 
marked specially so that a particular game 
can be played on it □ a chess board. -4. [in a 
school, classroom] = blackboard. -5. [of a com¬ 
pany, school] a group of people who control 
an organization or a particular activity □ the 
board of inquiry a a meeting of the board □ The 
proposal was put before the board. ■ the board 
of directors the committee of directors that 
controls a company. -6. [at a hotel, guest¬ 
house] room and board US, board and lodging 
meals and accommodation. ■ full/half board 
accommodation and all meals/breakfast and 
one other meal per day. -7. phrases to go by 
the board [plan, arrangement! to be abandoned 
because it is no longer possible □ Any hopes 
we had of meeting the minister just went by the 
board. ■ to sweep the board [in an election, 
competition] to win everything □ The Cubans 
swept the board at this week's athletics 
meeting. 
o vt [sfiip, plane, bus] to get on a <vehicle> □ 
I boarded the plane at Houston, o vi [plane] to 
take passengers on board □ Flight BA 851 to 
Amsterdam is now boarding at Gate 12. 

♦ on board o adj on a ship, plane, train etc □ 
The bus crashed with 76 passengers on board, 
o adv: I got or went on board. ■ to take sthg 
on board GB [fact, advice] to accept sthg and 
take it into account □ / don't think she's quite 
taken on board the fact that we're in the middle 
of a crisis here. 

♦ board up vt sep to board sthg up [window, 
door] to cover sthg with boards. 

boarder ['bo:rdor] n -1. [in a house] somebody 
who pays for meals and a room in another 
person's house. -2. education a pupil who 
lives at school during the school terms. 

board game n a game played on a board, e.g. 
chess or backgammon. 

boarding card ['boddirj-] n GB = boarding pass. 
boarding house n a private house that offers 

meals and rooms for money. 

boarding pass n us a card that is given to 
passengers when they check in and that 
must be shown when they board their 

plane, ship etc. 

boarding school n a school where pupils live 
during the school terms. 

board meeting n a meeting of the members 
of a board, e.g. the directors of a company 
or the governors of a school, 

boardroom ['bo:rdru:m] n the room where the 
board of directors of a company holds its 
meetings; the board of directors who meet 
in this room □ a boardroom takeover/row □ 
boardroom talks. 

boardwalk ['bottlwoik] « US a footpath made 
of wooden boards along a beach, harbor etc. 

boast [boost] o vi to talk with too much pride 
about the things one has, can do etc in or¬ 
der to make other people admire or envy 
one □ He's always boasting about some new 
gadget he's bought. □ / don't mean to boast, but 
it was my idea in the first place, o vt to have 
<sthg that one is proud of> □ The town 
boasts an excellent conference center, o n 
something one says when boasting □ It's our 
proud boast that we have never lost a client. 

boastful f'boustfl] adj [person] who often 
boasts; who is boasting □ boastful words, 

boat [bout] « a vehicle with a sail, an engine, 
or oars that is used for traveling across wa¬ 
ter; a ship □ The goods were sent by boat. ■ to 
rock the boat to cause problems by trying to 
change things at a time when everything is 
calm and pleasant because everybody agrees 
on something. ■ to be in the same boat to be 
in the same unpleasant or difficult situation 
as somebody else □ We're all in the same boat. 

boater ['boutar] n a hard straw hat with a flat 
top □ a straw boater. 

boating ['boutir)] n sailing in small boats for 
pleasure □ a boating trip/holiday. 

boat people npl refugees, especially from Vi¬ 
etnam, who try to escape from their country 
by boat. 

boatswain [’bousn] n an officer on a ship 
whose job is to keep the ship and its equip¬ 
ment in good condition, 

boat train n a train that travels to or from a 
ship in a port. 

bob [bob] (ft & pp bobbed, cont bobbing) o n a 
woman’s hairstyle in which the hair is cut 
to the same length at the back and sides at 
about the same level as her chin □ She wears 
her hair in a bob. o vi [boat, ship] to move up 
and down gently on the water, 

bobbin ['bDbin] n a small tube which thread is 
wound around for sewing, 

bobble [bDbl] tt a small ball of material, used 
as a decoration on cushions, clothes, hats 
etc. 

bobby ['bDbr] (pi bobbies) « GB a policeman 
(informal and old-fashioned use), 

bobby pin h US a pin used to hold hair in po¬ 

sition. 

bobby socks, bobby sox [-soks] npl us socks 
that reach just above the ankle and are 
worn by girls. 

bobsled ['bobsled], bobsleigh ['bobsled n a 
sled for racing downhill on ice. 

Boccaccio [us boo'kaitjiou, GB bo-], Giovanni 
(1313-1375) an Italian writer whose major 
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work is the Decameron, a collection of sto¬ 
ries that influenced Chaucer and Shake¬ 
speare. 

bode [bond] vi to bode well to be a sign that 
something good is going to happen □ This 
doesn't bode well for us. 

bodice [’bDdis] n the part of a dress above the 
waist, without the sleeves. 

bodily ['bDdali] o adj [need, harm] that is con¬ 
nected with one’s body. ■ bodily functions 
the act of passing urine or excrement from 
one’s body (polite use), o adv [lift, carry, move] 
by taking hold of somebody’s whole body □ 
He was so drunk we had to carry him bodily to 
his room. 

body ['bodi] (pi bodies) n -1. [of a person, ani¬ 
mal] the whole of a person or animal, in¬ 
cluding all its parts; the main or central part 
of a person or animal, but not the head, 
arms, or legs □ / believe in taking care of my 
body. □ She's got a fantastic body! ■ to keep 
body and soul together to earn enough mon¬ 
ey to buy the things one needs to live. 
-2. [of a man, woman] a dead person o the 
body of a young boy □ There were dead bodies 
lying in the street. ■ over my dead body! an ex¬ 
pression used to show that one very strong¬ 
ly opposes something that somebody has 
said or asked □ "I want to marry your daughter." 
— "Over my dead body!" -3. [of people] a 
group of people who work together and are 
usually in charge of something □ a legislative/ 
governing body. -4. [of a car, plane, ship] the 
main part of a vehicle, excluding the engine, 
wheels, wings etc. -5. [of a wine] a strong 
rich taste. -6. to have body [hair] to be thick 
and healthy and keep its shape □ My hair's 
lost all its body. -7. GB = body suit. 

body bag n a bag that is used for carrying a 
dead person away from a place. 

body building n the activity of doing special 
exercises to make one’s muscles bigger. 

bodyguard ['bDdiga:rd] n a person or group of 
people whose job is to protect an important 
person, especially in public. 

body language « ways of sitting, standing, 
or moving that tell other people how one is 
feeling □ / could tell from his body language that 
Tony was feeling defensive. 

body odor n the unpleasant smell of sweat 
that comes from a person’s body. 

body search n a search of a person’s body 
and clothes made by police, customs, or se¬ 
curity guards to check for hidden weapons, 
drugs etc. 

body shop « -1. auto a place where the 
bodywork of cars is repaired. 

body stocking n a close-fitting piece of cloth¬ 
ing, often worn by dancers, that covers a 
person’s whole body including their arms 
and legs. 

body suit n US a close-fitting piece of clothing 
for women that covers the body from the 
shoulders to the top of the legs. 

bodywork ['bt>diw3:rk] « the outside part of a 

car, bus etc without the wheels □ The body¬ 
work is still in very good condition. 

bog [bog] n an area of soft wet ground. 

bogey ['boogi] n in golf, a score for a hole of 
one stroke more than the standard score. 

bogeyman ['bougimaen] n an imaginary person 
often used by parents to frighten children. 

bogged down [,bDgd-] adj to be/get bogged # 
down [person] to be/become unable to make 
any progress with a problem, piece of work 
etc; [car, vehicle] to be/become unable to 
move because its wheels have sunk into the 
ground □ We got completely bogged down in 
paperwork. □ The trucks were bogged down in 
the mud. 

boggle 1'bDgI] vi it boggles my mind! US, the 
mind boggles! GB a phrase used when one 
finds something very strange and difficult to 
understand or imagine. 

boggy ['bogi] (compar boggier, superl boggiest) 
adj [ground] soft and wet □ boggy ground. 

bogus ['bougas] adj [identity, claim, charm] false. 

bohemian [bou'hi-.injan] o adj [family, lifestyle] 
unconventional in a way that is associated 
with artists, o « a person with a bohemian 
lifestyle. 

boil [boil] o vi -1. [liquid] to form bubbles and 
change into vapor by being heated. □ The 
water’s boiling. -2. [kettle, pan] to contain liq¬ 
uid that is boiling □ The kettle's boiling! o vt 
-1. [water, milk] to heat <a liquid> until it 
boils. -2. [pan, kettle] to heat <a container> 
until the contents boil, o n -1. medicine a 
painful infected swelling under one’s skin. 
-2. cooking to bring sthg to the boil [milk, wa¬ 
ter] to heat sthg until it boils. ■ to come to 
the boil [milk, water] to start to boil. 

♦ boil away vi [liquid] to be reduced to noth¬ 
ing by boiling □ The sauce had nearly boiled 
away. 

♦ boil down to vt fus it boils down to this it is 
really about this; it really means this □ In the 
end it all boils down to money. □ What it boils 
down to is this: either he goes, or I do. 

♦ boil over vi -1. cooking [soup, milk] to boil 
and flow over the sides of a pan, dish etc. 
-2. [situation, anger, tension] to get out of con¬ 
trol, especially in a violent way □ The quarrel 
boiled over into a full-scale brawl. 

boiled ['boild] adj [rice, potato, fish] that has 
been cooked in boiling water. ■ a boiled egg 
an egg that is cooked in its shell in boiling 
water until the white part is solid. 

boiler ['boilar] n a container in which water is 
heated, e.g. to supply a central heating sys¬ 
tem. 

boiler suit n GB a piece of clothing that con¬ 
sists of trousers and top in one piece and is 
worn over ordinary clothes to keep them 
clean when one is doing dirty work. 

boiling ['boilir)] o adj -1. [water, oil] that is 
making bubbles because it has been heated 
to boiling point. -2. [person, weather, room] 
very hot □ It's boiling in here. -3. to be boiling 
to be very angry □ She was boiling with rage. 
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o adv boiling hot very hot □ It's boiling hot to¬ 
day. 

boiling point n the temperature at which a 
liquid boils. 

boisterous ['boistsras] adj [child, puppy] that is 
noisy and full of energy, especially in an an¬ 
noying way. 

bold [bould] adj -1. [person, plan, action] that is 
brave and confident □ It was a bold move on 
her part. -2. [line, pattern, color] that is clear 
and easy to see □ a dress with a bold floral mo¬ 
tif. -3. bold type or print letters that are print¬ 
ed in thick dark ink. 

boldly [’bouldli] adv -1. [decide, act] bravely 
and confidently □ They boldly went ahead de¬ 
spite the danger. -2. [stand out] clearly and dis¬ 
tinctly □ a boldly-patterned dress. 

Boleyn [bs'lin], Anne (1504-1536) Queen of 
England from 1533 to 1536. The second 
wife of Henry VIII, she was accused of adul¬ 
tery and executed. 

Bolivia [ba'livis] a country in western South 
America, that consists of the Andes in 
the west and the Amazon forest in the 
east, size: 1,100,000 sq kms. population: 
8,000,000 (Bolivians). capital: Sucre, adminis¬ 
trative capital: La Paz. language: Spanish. 
currency: boliviano. 

bollard [US 'btilrd, GB -a:d] n GB a short thick 
post made of concrete or metal that is used 
to stop vehicles entering a particular area. 

bollocks7 [’bobks] GB (very informal use) o npl 
testicles, o excl a word used by somebody 
to show they do not agree with something. 

Bolshevik [us 'bouljavik, GB 'bnlf-] « -1. a 
member or supporter of the party led by 
Lenin which founded and ruled the USSR 
after the Russian Revolution of 1917 □ the 
Bolshevik revolution. -2. a Communist. 

bolster ['boulst3r] o vt = bolster up. o n a long 
firm pillow in the shape of a tube that is 
usually placed underneath other pillows. 

♦ bolster up vt sep to bolster sthg up [case, 
somebody’s position, confidence] to support or 
increase sthg in order to improve it or make 
it stronger □ We're recruiting some experienced 
people to bolster up our sales force. 

bolt [boult] o tt -1. [on a door, window] a metal 
bar or rod that slides into a socket attached 
to the frame in order to lock it. -2. a metal 
rod similar to a screw, but with flat ends, 
that is used with a nut to fasten things to¬ 
gether. 
o adv bolt upright completely vertical, stiff, 
and straight □ She was sitting bolt upright in her 

chair. 
o vt -1. to fasten <an object> to something 
else with a bolt □ The chairs were bolted to the 
floor. -2. [door, window] to lock <sthg> with a 
bolt □ All the doors were bolted. -3. = bolt 
down. 
o vi -1. [person] to run somewhere very fast, 
often in order to escape from somebody or 
something □ He bolted along the corridor/up the 
stairs. -2. [horse] to start moving fast sudden¬ 
ly, in a way that is difficult to control. 

♦ bolt down vt sep? to bolt down food to eat 
food very quickly □ / bolted down my lunch. 

bomb Ibom] on a container filled with explo¬ 
sives that is used as a weapon □ a car bomb □ 
a bomb attack/scare, o vt [building, city] to at¬ 
tack <a place> with a bomb or bombs □ The 
town had been heavily bombed, o vi [play, idea] 
to be unsuccessful. 

bombard [bDm'ba:rd] vt -1. military [city, posi¬ 
tion] to attack <a place> with gunfire or 
bombs. -2. to bombard sb with sthg [with 
mail, criticism] to give or send a lot of sthg to 
sb, often in a hostile way □ / was bombarded 
with questions. 

bombardment [bom'baddmant] n: see bombard 
□ an aerial bombardment. 

bombastic [bDm'baestik] adj [person, speech] 
that uses long complicated words in order 
to sound important. 

Bombay [bDm'bei] a port on the west coast of 
India. It is India’s largest city, population: 
12,571,720. 

bomb disposal n GB the act of making an 
unexploded bomb safe □ a bomb-disposal 
squad/expert. 

bomber ['bomor] n -1. military an aircraft that 
drops bombs. -2. a person who puts a bomb 
in a place in order to cause injury, damage 
etc. 

bomber jacket n a short jacket, often made 
of leather, that fits tighdy at the waist. 

bombing ['bDmir)] « the act of attacking a 
place with a bomb or bombs □ The city has 
been the target of a wave of bombings. □ a 
bombing raid. 

bombproof ['brimpruif] adj [building, shelter] 
that is strong enough not to be destroyed 
by a bomb attack. 

bombshell ['bDitiJel] n a piece of shocking un¬ 
expected news □ His resignation came as a 
complete bombshell. 

bombsite ['bmnsait] « an empty space in a 
town where the buildings have been de¬ 
stroyed by a bomb. 

bona fide [.boona'faidi] adj [offer, contract, cus¬ 
tomer] that is genuine and can be taken seri¬ 
ously. 

bonanza [bs'naenza] « a time or situation in 
which very high profits are made or people 
suddenly become very rich □ It's the usual 
pre-Chrismas bonanza for the big stores. 

bond [bond] on-1. [between people] a rela¬ 
tionship, feeling, or shared interest that 
brings people or groups closely together □ 
the bond of friendship/trust. -2. finance a certifi¬ 
cate from a government, municipality, com¬ 
pany etc that promises to repay borrowed 
money at a fixed rate of interest. -3. AUS [for 
rent] an amount of money paid as a deposit, 
especially for rented accommodation, o vt 
to join together <two things> with glue □ 
The wood is bonded to the metal with a special 
glue, o vi -1. [materials, surfaces] to stick to¬ 
gether very firmly □ These two materials do 
not bond (together) well. -2. [people] to form a 
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close relationship □ The child has difficulty 
bonding with others. 

Bond [bond], James a character in a series of 
novels by Ian Fleming, later made into 
movies. Fie is a British secret agent who has 
many adventures in exotic places. 

bondage ['bn>ndid3] « the state of being kept 
as a slave (literary use) □ The prisoners were re¬ 
leased from bondage. 

bonded warehouse ['bondad-] n an official 
storage place where goods are kept until 
customs duty has been paid on them. 

Bondi Beach ['bnndai-] a beach in Sydney, 
Australia that is very popular for surfing and 
sunbathing. 

bone [boun] o « -1. anatomy one of the 
pieces of hard white material that form the 
skeleton of a human or an animal □ / broke a 
bone in my hand. □ a fish bone. -2. [for making 
tools, ornaments] the substance from which 
the skeleton of a human or animal is made 
□ a handle made out of bone □ a bone carving. 
-3. phrases a bone of contention something 
that is the cause of an argument. ■ to feel 
sthg in one's bones to be sure about sthg 
without being able to explain or show why 
□ Something's not right, I can feel it in my bones. 
■ to make no bones about sthg to show no 
hesitation or doubt when one says sthg □ / 
don't approve of their policies, and I make no 
bones about it. o vt to remove the bone or 
bones from <fish or meat>. 

bone china « thin china made of clay mixed 
with powdered bones. 

bone-dry adj completely dry. 

boneless ['bounlas] adj [fish, chicken] that has 
had the bones removed. 

bone marrow n the soft substance in the 
center of a bone. 

bonfire ['bnnfaior] « a large fire outdoors that 
is built to burn trash on or as part of a cel¬ 
ebration. 

Bonfire Night n November 5, the anniversary 
of Guy Fawkes’ attempt to blow up the Brit¬ 
ish Parliament in 1605. In Britain, people 
traditionally have firework displays and 
bonfires with a guy on top. 

W BONFIRE NIGHT 

November 5 is the anniversary of Guy 
Fawkes’ failed attempt to blow up the Brit¬ 
ish Parliament in 1605. It is not an official 
holiday in Britain, but the evening is cel¬ 
ebrated all over the country. Large towns 
have public firework displays, and many 
people have their own bonfires and firework 
parties. A model of a man representing Guy 
Fawkes, called a “guy”, is burned on bon¬ 
fires. Groups of children make their own 
guys in early November and display them 
on the street, asking passers-by for “a pen¬ 
ny for the guy.” 

bongo ['boggou] (yl bongos or bongoes) n a 
bongo (drum) one of two small connected 
drums that one hits with one’s hands. 

Bonn [bDn] a city in western Germany that 
was the capital of West Germany from 1949 
to 1990. POPULATION: 287,117. 

bonnet [’bonat] n -1. clothing a hat that is 
worn by a woman or a baby and is tied un¬ 
der the chin. -2. GB auto a metal lid at the 
front of a car that usually covers the engine. 

Bonnie and Clyde [.bomand'klaid] the nick¬ 
names of Bonnie Parker (1911-1934) and 
Clyde Barrow (1909-1934), two US crimi¬ 
nals who committed many robberies and 
murders. 

Bonnie Prince Charlie [,bDmprins'tJ'a:rli] 
(1720-1788) a Scottish prince, Charles Ed¬ 
ward Stuart, who claimed he had a right to 
be the British king. He led a rebellion in 
Scotland, but was defeated by English forces 
and escaped to France. 

bonsai [US .bDn'sai, GB 'bonsai] (yl bonsai) n a 
tree or shrub that is grown in a small pot 
and prevented from growing to its normal 
size. 

bonus [’bounas] (yl bonuses) « -1. an extra 
amount of money received in addition to 
one’s normal pay □ We got a bonus for finish¬ 
ing ahead of schedule. -2. an additional pleas¬ 
ure or advantage □ It was a real bonus that you 
were able to come with me. 

bonus issue tt GB finance a free issue of extra 
shares to people who already own some. 

bony ['boom] (comyar bonier, suyerl boniest) 
adj -1. [person, hand, face] that is so thin that 
the bones can be seen. -2. [fish, meat] that is 
full of bones. 

boo [bu:] {yl boos) o excl a sudden loud sound 
made to surprise or frighten somebody, o « 
a long shout used to express disapproval, 
usually of a speaker or performer □ The an¬ 
nouncement was greeted with boos from the 
audience, o vt [speaker, performance, decision] 
to express one’s disapproval of <sb/sthg> by 
shouting the word “boo”, o vt [audience] 
Whenever he came on stage, everyone booed. 

boobs [buibz] nyl a woman’s breasts (informal 
use). 

boob tube n US the boob tube the television 
(informal and humorous use). 

booby prize ['bu:bi-] n a prize that is given as 
a joke to the person who comes last in a 
race or competition. 

booby trap n -1. a hidden bomb. -2. a harm¬ 
less trap for somebody that is intended as a 
practical joke. 

♦ booby-trap vt [building, car] to place a hid¬ 
den bomb inside <sthg>. 

book [bok] o n -1. [for reading] a number of 
pages fastened together at one end and 
fixed inside a cover of stronger paper, card¬ 
board, or plastic, to be used for writing in or 
reading □ a book about or on space travel □ a 
history/science/gardening book □ a book of 
essays/short stories, m to do sthg by the book 
to do sthg according to the rules. ■ to throw 
the book at sb to use every possible rule, 
law etc in order to charge or punish sb as 
severely as possible. -2. [of checks, tickets, 
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matches] a number of things fastened togeth¬ 
er at one end and fixed inside a cover, 

o vt -1. (ticket, room, seat] to arrange in ad¬ 
vance to have <sthg> available for oneself 
or somebody else on a particular occasion □ 
I'd like to book a table for seven (people). □ I've 
booked you on an early flight, m to be fully 
booked [restaurant, hotel] to have no tables, 
rooms etc available because they have all 
been reserved. -2. [performer, speaker] to ar¬ 
range in advance for <sb> to appear on a 
particular occasion □ We’ve booked a band for 
the evening. -3. [driver] to take the name, ad¬ 
dress etc of <sb who has committed an of- 
fense> in order to charge them □ / was 
booked for dangerous driving. -4. GB soccer to 
take the name of <a player>, e.g. because of 
a serious foul, so that there is a record of it. 
o vi to book a ticket, room, seat etc □ Book 
early to avoid disappointment. 

♦ books npl business the accounts or financial 
records of a company or organization. ■ to 
do the books to keep or check the accounts. 
■ to be in sb's good/bad books to be liked/ 
disliked by sb because of something one has 
done. 

♦ book in GB o vt sep> to book sb in [guest] to 
reserve a room for sb at a hotel, o vi [guest] 
to report one’s arrival at a hotel □ Mrs White 
booked in this morning. 

♦ book up vt sep to be booked up [restaurant, 
theater, hotel] to have no tables, seats, rooms 
etc available because they have all been re¬ 
served □ We are booked up until the end of 
August. 

book bag n us = booksack. 

bookbinding [‘bukbaindig] tt the work or art 
of fastening the pages of books together and 
putting covers on them. 

bookcase [’bokkeis] n a piece of furniture 
with shelves for keeping books on. 

book club n a club that sells books to its 
members at reduced prices, usually by mail 
order. 

bookends [‘bukendz] npl a pair of supports 
placed at either end of a row of books to 
hold them upright. 

Booker Prize ['buk3r-] « the Booker Prize an 
important British literary prize, given every 
year for the best novel by a writer from 
Britain or the British Commonwealth. 

bookie ['buki] n a bookmaker. 

booking ['bokirj] « GB -1. [for a seat, room] an 
arrangement for something to be available 
to use at a particular time, e.g. a hotel room 
or theater seat □ I'd like to make a booking in 
the name of Stevens. -2. sport in soccer, the 
act of taking a player’s name and keeping a 
record of it because they have broken a rule 
of the game □ One more booking and he'll be 

sent off. 

booking clerk « GB a person who works in a 

booking office. 

booking office n GB an office, especially at a 
train or bus station or a theater, where tick¬ 
ets are sold and reservations can be made. 

bookish ['bukif] adj [person] who likes reading 
and studying; whose knowledge comes 
from books rather than from life, 

bookkeeper ['bokki:par] « a person whose job 
is to keep a record of the money spent and 
received by a business. 

bookkeeping ['bukkiipir)] « the work of a 
bookkeeper. 

booklet [’buklat] n a small book, usually in a 
soft cover, that gives information about 
something. 

bookmaker ['bukmeikar] n a person whose job 
is to accept bets on a race, competition etc 
and to pay money to winners, 

bookmark ['bukma:rk] n a piece of leather, 
card, or plastic that is put between the 
pages of a book so that the reader can find 
the page again easily. 

booksack ['buksask] « US a bag used by 
schoolchildren for carrying their books, pens 
etc. 

bookseller ['bukselal « a person whose job is 
to sell books. 

bookshelf ['bokfelf] (pi bookshelves) « a shelf 
for keeping books on. 

bookshop ['buk/Dp] n = bookstore, 

bookstall ['bukstoil] ti GB a stand or kiosk that 
sells books, newspapers, magazines etc. 

bookstore ['buksto:r] n US a shop that sells 
books. 

book token « GB a card that contains a 
voucher which is bought as a present or 
prize and can be used to buy a book, 

bookworm ['bokw3:rm] n a person who 
spends a lot of time reading (humorous use), 

boom [bu:m] o « -1. [of thunder, guns] a loud 
deep sound, like that of thunder, that lasts 
for a few seconds □ the distant boom of artillery 
fire. -2. [in sales, a market, the economy] a fast 
growth or increase in something such as the 
economy or population □ There's been a 
boom in tourism and leisure. □ the boom which 
followed the recession □ an economic boom □ a 
population boom □ The video craze was enjoying 
a boom period. -3. sahjng [of a boat] a long 
pole which the bottom of a sail is attached 
to. -4. [for a microphone, camera] a long pole 
which a microphone or camera is attached 
to. o vi -1. to boom (out) [gun, thunder] to 
make a boom □ The teacher's voice boomed 
out. -2. to be booming [business, economy] to 
be very successful □ Sales are booming. 

boomerang ['buimaraer)] n a curved stick that 
was first used by Australian Aborigines for 
hunting and that returns to the person who 
throws it. 

boon [bum] n something that is very helpful 
or useful □ My new dishwasher is a real boon. 

Boone [bum], Daniel (1735-1820) a US pio¬ 
neer who explored Kentucky and became a 
national hero. 

boor [bo3r] n a boorish person, 

boorish ['buanf] ad) [person, behavior] that 
seems rude, unpleasant, and insensitive, 

boost [burst] o « -1. [to profits, production, popu- 
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larity] a sudden large increase in something □ 
Productivity needs a boost if we want to achieve 
our target for the year. -2. [to spirits, morale] an 
improvement in something that comes from 
encouragement □ Winning the competition gave 
my confidence a much-needed boost, o vt -1. 
[profits, production, speed] to increase <sthg> 
by a sudden large amount or degree. -2. 
[confidence, morale, spirits] to improve <sthg> 
by giving encouragement. 

booster ['bu:star] « medicine an extra injection 
of a vaccine that is given some time after 
the first one in order to make sure that it re¬ 
mains effective □ a booster jab. 

booster seat n a padded support fitted onto 
a car seat to enable a child to travel more 
safely and comfortably. 

boot [bu:t] O h -1. CLOTHING a heavy shoe that 
reaches above one’s ankle and is worn to 
protect one’s feet, e.g. from bad weather or 
rough ground; a lighter shoe of similar 
shape and length that is worn as a fashion 
item □ a pair of boots. -2. GB sport a special 
strong shoe that is worn when playing some 
sports □ football/rugby boots. -3. GB auto [of a 
car] an enclosed space at the back of a car 
for carrying luggage, o vf -1. to kick <sthg> 
(informal use). -2. computing to start <a com¬ 
puters-. 

♦ to boot adv as well (old-fashioned or humor¬ 
ous use) □ She's a first-class manager and a gift¬ 
ed linguist to boot. 

♦ boot out vt sep to boot sb out to force sb to 
leave a job, organization, event etc (informal 
use) □ He was booted out of the club for violent 
behavior. 

♦ boot up vi [computer] to start working by 
loading the operating instructions. 

boot camp n a training camp for people who 
have just joined the US armed forces. 

booth [bu:d] tt -1. [at a fair] a tent or stall 
where things are sold or entertainment is 
offered. -2. [in a restaurant] a small enclosed 
or pardy enclosed space that is reserved for 
a particular activity □ a voting booth □ 'Please 
go to the next booth.' 

Booth [bu:d], John Wilkes (1839-1865) a US 
actor and Confederate supporter who killed 
President Lincoln. 

bootleg ['buitleg] adj bootleg whiskey/a boot¬ 
leg recording etc whiskey/a recording etc 
that is made and sold illegally. 

bootlegger ['bu:tlegar] n a person who makes 
and sells something illegally, especially alco¬ 
hol or recordings. 

booty ['buiti] n valuable objects taken from a 
defeated enemy or stolen by pirates, robbers 
etc. 

booze [bu:z] (informal use) o n alcohol. O vi to 
drink alcohol, especially a large amount. 

border ['boi'da1] o « -1. [of a country] a line 
separating the territory of two different 
countries □ They crossed the border into India. □ 
the Swiss-ltalian border □ the Belgian/German 
border □ a border guard/post/town □ a border dis¬ 
pute. -2. [of a dress, plate] a strip, band, pat¬ 

tern etc along or around the edge of some¬ 
thing □ white with a red border. -3. [of a lake, 
field] the edge of something. -4. [of a garden, 
path] a narrow flowerbed along the edge of a 
garden or path, o vt -1. to have the same 
border as <a particular country> □ Gambia is 
bordered on three sides by Senegal. -2. [plate, 
lake, garden] to form the edge of <sthg> □ a 
field bordered by trees. 

♦ Borders: the Borders a part of southern 
Scotland close to the border with England, 
known for its attractive scenery. 

♦ border on vt fus to border on sthg to be al¬ 
most the same as sthg □ Their support bor¬ 
dered on fanaticism. 

Border collie n a dog with a black-and-white 
coat that is used as a sheepdog, 

borderline ['bo:rdarlain] o adj that is close to 
the dividing line between two states or cat¬ 
egories and so could be in one or the other 
□ a borderline pass/failure □ He's very much a 
borderline case, o tt -1. the dividing line be¬ 
tween two different states or categories □ 
It's on the borderline between good taste and bad 
taste. -2. a border between two countries. 

bore [bo:r] o past tense of bear, o « -1. a per¬ 
son, task etc that one Ends boring □ Office 
parties can be such a bore. -2. [of a hole, tube] 
the diameter of the inside of something, es¬ 
pecially of the barrel of a gun □ a twelve-bore 
shotgun, o vt -1. to make <sb> feel bored □ 
Am I boring you? ■ to bore sb stiff or to tears 
or to death to make sb feel very bored □ 
They bored us all to death with their holiday pho¬ 
tos. -2. to drill <a hole> in something, 

bored [bo:rd] adj [person] who is tired, impa¬ 
tient, or irritable because they have lost in¬ 
terest or because they have nothing to do □ 
I'm bored with my work/colleagues. 

boredom ['bo:rdam] « the state of being bored 
□ He got involved in crime out of sheer boredom. 

boring ['boiriij] adj [person, job] that is dull and 
uninteresting □ It gets kind of boring when you 
hear the same story over and over again. 

born [bo:rn] adj -1. to be born [baby] to come 
out of one’s mother’s body □ I was bom in 
1965. □ She was born blind. ■ born and bred as 
a result of where one was bom, or the kind 
of family one belongs to □ He's a Californian/a 
Baptist born and bred. -2. a born cook/leader 
etc a very good cook/leader etc. 

born-again adj a born-again Christian a person 
who has joined a Christian church which 
believes that everything in the Bible is com¬ 
pletely true. 

borne [bo:rn] past participle of bear. 

Borneo ['bo:rniou[ a large island in the west¬ 
ern Pacific, divided between Malaysia and 
Brunei in the north, and Indonesia in the 
south. 

borough [US 'b3:rou, GB 'bAra] n a town or a 
district of a large city that has certain pow¬ 
ers of local government, 

borough council « the organization respon¬ 
sible for local government in a borough, 

borrow 1'bDrou] vt to take or use <sthg that 
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belongs to somebody else> for a period of 
time with their permission n / had to borrow 
$100 from my sister to pay the bill. 

borrower i'bnrooal « a person who borrows 
money. 

borrowing [Wooiri] tt the amount of money 
that an organization borrows □ government 
borrowing from banks. 

borstal ['bo:rstl] tt GB a place where young of¬ 
fenders are sent when they are too young to 
go to prison (old-fashioned use). 

Bosnia ['boznia] = Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina [us -.hertsaga'vfina, GB 
-,h3its-] a country in southeastern Europe, 
between Croatia, Serbia, and Montenegro. 
After a civil war, which ended in 1995, it 
was divided into two parts, the Federation 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Republika 
Srpska. 

Bosnian ['bozman] adj & n: see Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

bosom ['buzam] tt -1. [of a woman] a woman's 
breasts (old-fashioned use). -2. to be in the 
bosom of sthg [of a family, community, organiza¬ 
tion) to be with the other members of sthg 
so that one feels safe and accepted □ She's 
back in the bosom of the family now. ■ a bosom 
friend a very close friend. 

Bosporus ['bDsparas], Bosphorus ['bosfaras]: 
the Bosporus the channel of water between 
European and Asian Turkey. 

boss [bos] o n [of a company, department, family! 
the person who is in charge in a business, 
group of people etc □ All right, you're the boss, 
we'll do it your way. □ media bosses. ■ to be 
one's own boss to be self-employed; to be 
free to make one’s own decisions, do as one 
likes etc. o vt = boss about. 

♦ boss about, boss around vt sep to boss sb 
about or around to give orders to sb in a 

way that suggests one is in a position of 
authority (disapproving use) □ Don't let the sen¬ 
ior members boss you around. 

bossy [’bDsi] (compar bossier, superl bossiest) 
adj [person] who likes taking control and giv¬ 
ing orders (disapproving use). 

Boston [’bDstan] a city and port in the north¬ 
eastern USA. population: 574,283. 

Boston Tea Party n the Boston Tea Party a 
protest in 1773 by colonists in Boston, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, which led to the American Revo¬ 
lution. The colonists threw a cargo of tea 
into the harbor because they felt it was un¬ 
fair that they had to pay tax to the British 
on tea. 

bosun ['bousn] n = boatswain. 

botanic(al) [ba'taemkfl)] adj [drawing, science, 
book] that is connected with plants. 

botanical garden n a garden in which plants 
that are rare, exotic, or interesting to scien¬ 
tists are grown and displayed. 

botanist ['bDtanast] n a person who studies 

plants. 

botany ['botani] n the part of biology con¬ 
cerned with the scientific study of plants. 

botch [bnt [] (informal use) vt to do <sthg> bad- 

!y- 
♦ botch up vt sep to botch sthg up to botch 

sthg. 

Botany Bay a bay in New South Wales, Aus¬ 
tralia, where the British captain, James 
Cook, first landed. 

both [boo0] o det & predet both (the) houses 
the two houses that are being discussed □ 
Both her parents are French. □ Answer both (the) 
questions, o pron I like both (of them) I like 
the two people, things etc being considered 
□ We both or Both of us left. □ They were both 
unhappy. 

♦ both...and... conj as well as □ Both my 
brother and I will be there. □ She is both smart 
and hard-working. 

bother ['bods1"] o vt -1. to upset <sb> slightly 
□ Does it bother you that I've been married be¬ 
fore? ■ I/she etc can't be bothered to do it GB 
I/she etc won’t do it, because it would take 
too much time and effort □ / wish I hadn't 
bothered to come. -2. to cause <sb> to feel 
pain □ My back is still bothering me. -3. to an¬ 
noy <sb> □ It really bothers me that they 
haven't replied to our letters. -4. to disturb 
<sb> □ Does the noise bother you? □ I'm sorry 
to bother you, but could you help me? o He 
keeps bothering me with technical questions, 
o vi to take time and effort to do something 
□ "Shall I give you a receipt?" — "No, don't both¬ 
er. " □ He didn't bother to lock up. □ Don't bother 
asking for more money, you won't get any. □ He 
never bothers about what other people think. 
o n -1. trouble □ It's no bother. □ / don't want 
to put you to or cause you any bother. -2. an an¬ 
noying person or thing □ / don’t want to be a 
bother. 

bothered ['bnd3rd| adj to be bothered to be 
worried □ I'm more bothered about how she 
must be feeling. 

Botswana [bot'swaina] a country in southern 
Africa, size: 570,000 sq kms. population: 
1,300,000 (Botswanans). capital: Gaborone. 
language: English, currency: pula. 

Botticelli [.bota'tjeli], Sandro (1444-1510) an 
Italian artist who was one of the earliest Re¬ 
naissance painters. His works include The 
Birth of Venus and Primavera. 

bottle ['bDtl] o « -1. a container for liquids, 
usually with a narrow part at the top and 
no handle, that is made of glass or plastic □ 
a wine/beer bottle. -2. [of water, wine] the 
amount contained in a bottle □ We drank 
three bottles of wine. -3. [for feeding babies] a 
small container used for feeding milk or oth¬ 
er liquids to a baby, o vt -1. to put drink 
into bottles. -2. to put <fruit> into sealed 
glass jars to preserve it. 

♦ bottle up vt sep [anger, grief] to keep <one’s 
feelings> inside one’s mind and hidden from 
other people □ His problem is that he bottles 
everything up. 

bottle bank n GB a large container for collect¬ 
ing glass to be recycled, 

bottled [’bDtld] adj bottled water/beer etc 
water/beer etc that is kept or sold in bottles. 
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■ bottled gas gas that is kept in metal con¬ 
tainers that can be moved easily, 

bottle-feed vt to feed <a baby> milk from a 
bottle rather than from its mother’s breast, 

bottleneck ['bDtlnek] « -1. auto a narrow or 
obstructed section of a road that causes the 
flow of traffic to stop or become slow. -2. a 
part of a process, system, production line 
etc that is less efficient than other parts and 
causes delays □ Lack of staff can create bottle¬ 
necks in processing paperwork. 

bottle-opener n a small tool for removing the 
caps from bottles, 

bottle shop « AUS a liquor store, 

bottom ['bDtam] o adj -1. the bottom floor/ 
shelf/step etc the lowest floor/shelf/step etc 
□ The towels are in the bottom drawer. -2. to be 
bottom [student] to get the lowest marks □ / 
was always bottom in physics. 
o « -1. the bottom the lowest part of some¬ 
thing □ Could you sign it at the bottom? □ She 
was waiting at the bottom of the stairs. -2. the 
bottom [of a garden, street, field] the part of 
something that is at the farthest end □ We 
walked to the bottom of the road. -3. the bot¬ 
tom [of a range, class, organization] the least 
successful or least important part of some¬ 
thing □ She started at the bottom and worked 
her way up. -4. [of a person] the part of one’s 
body on which one sits. -5. to be at the bot¬ 
tom of sthg to be the cause of sthg □ Who‘s 
at the bottom of all this? ■ to get to the bottom 
of sthg to discover the cause of or the truth 
about sthg □ We haven't yet been able to get to 
the bottom of how the fire started. 

♦ bottom out vi [prices, recession] to reach the 
lowest point after a period of continuous 
decline. 

bottomless [’bDtamlas] adj -1. [pit, well] that 
seems very deep. -2. [supply, fund] that seems 
to have no limit. 

bottom line n the bottom line the most im¬ 
portant factor, question, result etc □ The bot¬ 
tom line is, will the product sell? 

botulism ['bDtjolizm] « a serious type of food 
poisoning caused by eating canned or 
chilled food that has gone bad. 

Boudicca [US bui'dika, GB ’buidika] (died 61 AD) 
Queen of an ancient British people, who led 
a large army and defeated the Romans in 
several battles. 

bough [bau] « a main branch of a tree, 
bought [bo:t] past tense & past participle of 

buy. 

bouillon cube [’buijon-] n US a small piece of 
dried meat and vegetable juices that is add¬ 
ed to hot water to make a stock for cook¬ 
ing. 

boulder ['bould3r] n a big rock, 
boulevard [US 'bubvarrd, GB 'bu:tava:d] n a 

wide street, often lined with trees, in a 
town. 

bounce [bauns] o vi -1. [ball, object] to spring 
away again after hitting a surface □ The ball 
bounced off a tree. -2. [light, sound waves] to be 
reflected back from a surface □ The radio sig¬ 

nals bounce off the satellite. -3. to bounce on 
sthg [on a bed, sofa, trampoline] to jump up 
and down on sthg □ The children were bounc¬ 
ing up and down on the bed. -4. [person] to 
move energetically and in a lively happy 
way □ She came bouncing into the room. 
-5. [check] to be refused as payment by a 
bank, because there is not enough money in 
the account of the person who wrote it. 
o vt -1. to make <a ball, stone> etc spring 
back off a surface □ He bounced the ball off the 
wall. ■ to bounce ideas off sb to tell sb one’s 
ideas in order to get their opinion, 
o « -1. [of a ball] the quality of bouncing 
well □ The ball has lost its bounce. -2. [of a per¬ 
son] liveliness □ She's full of bounce. 

♦ bounce back vi to return quickly and suc¬ 
cessfully to one’s former activities after an 
illness or setback □ I'm amazed at the way 
Rose managed to bounce back after her illness. 

bouncer ['baunsafl n a man employed by a 
nightclub, dance hall etc to prevent unwel¬ 
come people from entering. 

bouncy ['baunsi] (compar bounder, superl 
bounciest) adj -1. [person] who is lively and 
enthusiastic □ She came in, all bouncy and ready 
to go. -2. [ball] that bounces well □ This ball's 
not very bouncy. 

bound [baund] o past tense & past participle of 
bind. 
o adj -1. to be bound to do sthg [person, 
situation] to be certain to do sthg, especially 
because it is usual or expected □ Interest 
rates are bound to go up again. □ Spending such 
long periods apart is bound to put a strain on a re¬ 
lationship. □ You're bound to feel anxious about 
the results. -2. to be bound to do sthg [person] 
to have to do sthg for e.g. legal or moral 
reasons □ They are bound by the treaty to take 
action. □ / feel bound to warn you of the possible 
pitfalls. □ I'm bound to say, I disagree. -3. to be 
bound for a place [person, train, plane] to be 
traveling toward a place n on a plane bound 
for Tokyo. 
o n an energetic jump □ With a single bound 
he was beside her. 

o vt to be bounded by sthg [by a river, wall] to 
have sthg as its boundary □ a country bounded 
on two sides by the sea. 

o vi to run with energetic jumps □ The dog 
bounded up to her. 

♦ bounds npl limits □ It's not beyond/outside 
the bounds of possibility. □ We're trying to keep 
spending within bounds. ■ to be out of bounds 
[area, building] to be a place that people are 
not allowed to enter □ The castle gardens are 
out of bounds to visitors. 

♦ bound up with prep closely connected 
with <sb/sthg> □ His feelings of insecurity are 
bound up with his fear of rejection. 

-bound suffix added to a word to mean trav¬ 
eling in a particular direction □ northbound 
traffic. 

boundary ['baundri] {pi boundaries) u -1. the 
line that divides one area of land from an¬ 
other □ The river forms the boundary between 
the two farms. -2. the limit of something, 
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e.g. a science or area of knowledge □ pushing 
back the boundaries of physics. 

boundless ['baundlas] adj (energy, wealth] that 
has no limits □ Such boundless optimism! 

bountiful [’baontifl] adj (supply, harvest] large 
(literary use). 

bounty ['baonti] n generosity (literary use). 

bouquet [boo'kei] n -1. a bunch of flowers, 

specially arranged to be presented as a gift 

or held by a bride □ She was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers. -2. the pleasant smell of a 

wine or liqueur. 

bouquet garni [-ga:r'ni:] n a bunch of mixed 
herbs tied together and used in cooking. 

bourbon ['b3:rban] n a type of American whis¬ 
key. 

bourgeois ['bo3r3\va:] adj (person] who belongs 
to the bourgeoisie (disapproving use) □ He's 
become so bourgeois since he got married. □ 
bourgeois attitudes. 

bourgeoisie [,bu3r3wa:'zi:] n the bourgeoisie 
the middle class, especially when considered 

to be politically conservative and too con¬ 

cerned with money and possessions (disap¬ 

proving use). 

bout [baut] n -1. [of illness] a short period of 

illness □ a bout of the flu. -2. [of activity] a 

short period of a particular activity □ a bout 
of drinking/writing. -3. sport a boxing or wres¬ 

tling match. 

boutique [bur'tirk] n a small store, especially 
one that sells fashionable clothes. 

boutonniere [us ,bu:tn'ir, gb bu.tDm'es] « US a 
flower worn on the lapel of a jacket. 

bow1 [bau] o vt to bend cone’s head> for¬ 
ward □ They bowed their heads in shame/prayer, 
o vi -1. to bend one’s head and upper body 
forward, usually to show respect or grati¬ 
tude □ He bowed to her when the dance was 
over. -2. to bow to sthg [to pressure, 

somebody's judgment, one's fate] to agree to 
accept sthg or to act according to sthg □ / 
bow to your superior knowledge, on-1. the act 
of bowing □ The actors took several bows fol¬ 
lowing the performance. -2. the front part of a 
ship or boat. 

♦ bow down vi to bow very low, usually as 
a sign of respect. 

♦ bow out vi to leave a position or stop tak¬ 
ing part in something □ The company presi¬ 
dent is bowing out next year. 

bow2 [boo] n -1. [for arrows] a weapon for 
shooting arrows that consists of a long, 
curved, flexible piece of wood with a string 
joining the two ends □ a bow and arrow. 
-2. music a long thin piece of wood with 
horsehair stretched along it, used for playing 
the violin, cello etc. -3. [in a ribbon] a knot 
with two loops, used for tying shoelaces, 
hair ribbons etc, and as decoration on pack¬ 
ages □ She tied the laces in a neat bow. 

bowels [’baoalz] npl -1. the tubes below the 
stomach that carry waste food out of the 
body. -2. the deep, often mysterious, interi¬ 
or of e.g. a big building or machine □ a cav¬ 
ern deep in the bowels of the earth. 

Bowery ['bauari]: the Bowery an area in New 
York City known for its cheap hotels and 
bars. 

bowl [bool] On-1. a deep round dish or con¬ 
tainer that curves upward at the sides and is 
open at the top □ sugar/soup bowl. -2. the 
amount of food or liquid contained in a 
bowl □ a bowl of rice/soup. -3. the part of a 
toilet or sink, or of a smoker’s pipe, that is 
shaped like a bowl, o vt cricket to throw 
<the ball> toward the batsman, o vi cricket 
He's bowling well today. 

♦ bowls n a game in which players roll big 
wooden balls across smooth grass toward a 
smaller ball. The aim is to get the large ball 
as close as possible to the small one □ a 
game of bowls. 

♦ bowl over vr sep -1. to bowl sb over to 
knock sb down, usually by running into 
them. -2. to be bowled over to be very sur¬ 
prised, impressed, or pleased □ / was com¬ 
pletely bowled over by the news. 

bow-legged [US 'boulegad, GB .bou'legad] adj 
[person] who has legs that curve outwards at 
the knees. 

bowler ['boulafl n -1. cricket a player who 
bowls. -2. a bowler (hat) a man’s hat made 
of stiff black material with a rounded top 
and small brim. 

bowling ['boolir)] n an indoor game in which 
players roll a big heavy ball down a long 
strip, with the aim of knocking down as 
many skittles as possible at the other end. 

bowling alley n -1. a building where the 
game of bowling is played. -2. the long nar¬ 
row strip along which the ball is rolled in 
bowling. 

bowling green n a smooth area of short 
grass for playing bowls. 

bow tie [,bou-] n a tie that is tied in the shape 
of a bow and is worn by men, e.g. on for¬ 
mal occasions. 

bow window [,boo-] n a curved window that 
sticks out from a straight wall. 

box [bDks] o n -1. a container that has 
straight sides and often has a lid □ a 

wooden/cardboard box □ a tool box. -2. the 
amount that a box contains □ We ate a whole 
box of chocolates. -3. theater a small enclosed 
area with a few seats that is separated from 
the rest of the audience. -4. [on a form] a 
square or rectangular space on a form in 
which one has to write something □ Put a 
cross in the appropriate box. -5. the box the 
television (informal use) □ What's on the box to¬ 
night? -6. [plant] an evergreen tree with small 
dark leaves, often used to make hedges, 
o vi to fight using one’s fists, usually in a 
boxing match. 

♦ box in vt sep -1. to box a person/vehicle in 
to surround a person/vehicle so that they 
cannot move any further or faster □ The car 
was boxed in between two vans. -2. to box sthg 
in [pipe, cable, machinery] to cover sthg by 
building a box around it. 

boxed [bDkst] adj that is sold in a box □ a 
boxed set of Louis Armstrong records. 
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boxer ['bnksor] n -1. somebody who boxes as 
a sport or profession. -2. a large short-haired 
dog with a flat nose. 

boxer shorts npl loose shorts worn as under¬ 
wear by men. 

boxing ['bnksirj] « a sport in which two men 
fight each other using their fists. 

Boxing Day n December 26, a public holiday 
in Britain. 

boxing gloves npl big padded gloves worn 
by boxers. 

boxing ring n a square area with ropes 
around the sides, used for boxing matches, 

box junction n GB an area at an intersection, 
marked with crossed yellow lines, that cars 
may not enter until their exit is clear, 

box lunch n US a lunch that one prepares at 
home and takes to school, work etc in a 
lunchbox. 

box number n a number used as a postal ad¬ 
dress □ reply to Box no. 218. 

box office n the part of a theater or movie 
theater where tickets are sold, 

boxroom ['boksruim] « GB a small room in a 
house, usually used for storage, 

boy [boi] On-1. a male child □ when I was a 
boy. -2. a young man □ She met a really nice 
boy at the party. -3. a son □ lNe have two boys. 
-4. the boys one’s male friends (informal use) 
□ He's out drinking with the boys, o excl (oh) 
boy! a phrase used to show excitement or 
admiration (informal use), 

boycott [’boiknt] o n an act of protest in 
which people refuse to do something, e.g. to 
buy goods made by a particular manufactur¬ 
er or country, or to visit a particular place □ 
The boycott of South African goods ended with 
the election, o vt to refuse to do <sthg>, e.g. 
buy goods or go to an event, as a form of 
protest □ I/Ve decided to boycott the meeting. 

boyfriend [’boifrend] n -1. a man or boy who 
is somebody’s friend. -2. a man who some¬ 
body has a romantic or sexual relationship 
with □ Have you met her new boyfriend? 

boyish ['bouf] adj -1. [man] who looks or acts 
like a boy □ a boyish charm. -2. [woman] who 
looks like a boy □ her boyish figure. 

Boys' Brigade n the Boys' Brigade a British 
Christian organization for boys that aims to 
encourage discipline and self-respect. 

Boy Scout n a boy who belongs to an organi¬ 
zation for boys between the ages of 11 and 
16 that teaches them outdoor skills and 
how to be a good citizen. 

Bp abbr of bishop. 

bps (abbr of bits per second) a way of measur¬ 
ing the speed that information is sent using 
a modem. 

Br religion abbr of brother, 

bra [bra:] n a piece of underwear that women 
wear to support their breasts, 

brace [breis] {pi sense 3 brace) on-1. [for 
teeth] a piece of wire worn over the teeth to 
straighten them □ She wears a brace. -2. [for a 
leg] a metal frame attached to a weak leg to 

give extra support. -3. [of birds] two things, 
especially game birds, of the same kind □ a 
brace of pheasants, o vt -1. to brace oneself to 
steady oneself, e.g. in order to avoid falling 
□ Brace yourselves, we're going to make an 
emergency landing. -2. to brace oneself to pre¬ 
pare oneself for something unpleasant □ 
Brace yourself for some bad news. 

♦ braces npl -1. US [for teeth] = brace. -2. GB 
two straps that are attached to the front and 
back of a pair of trousers and worn over the 
shoulders to hold the trousers up. 

bracelet [’breislot] n a piece of jewelry worn 
around the wrist. 

bracing ['breisitj] adj [air, climate] that is re¬ 
freshing, usually because it is cool and 
windy □ a bracing sea breeze. 

bracken ['braekon] n a type of fern that grows 
on hills and in forests. 

bracket ['braekat] on-1. an L-shaped support 
attached to a wall to hold up a shelf. -2. a 
group of people considered as a set, e.g. be¬ 
cause they are the same age or earn the 
same amount of money □ the 20-25 age 
bracket □ the high/low income bracket, o vt 
-1. to put brackets around <words, figures> 
etc. -2. to bracket sb/sthg with sb/sthg to in¬ 
clude sb/sthg in the same group or category 
as sb/sthg else □ Why bracket together two 
such different companies? 

♦ brackets npl a pair of symbols, usually 
curved, used in writing to show that the in¬ 
formation between them is not part of the 
main text. In the sentence “Jim (my brother) 
and I”, “my brother” is in brackets □ He add¬ 
ed a few comments in brackets. □ The phonetics 
are in square brackets. 

brackish ['braekij] adj [water] that is not fresh 
and is slighdy salty. 

brag [braeg] (pt & pp bragged, cont bragging) vi 
to boast □ He's always bragging about how 
much he earns. 

Brahms [bra:mz], Johannes (1833-1897) a 
German composer whose works include 
four symphonies and a violin concerto, 

braid [breid] o n -1. narrow pieces of cloth or 
thread used to decorate curtains or uni¬ 
forms. -2. a length of hair that has been di¬ 
vided into three sections, twisted together, 
and tied at the end. o vt to make a braid 
from <three sections of hair>. 

braille [breil] n a system of printing that uses 
raised dots to represent letters so that blind 
people can read by touching them □ written 
in braille □ Do you read braille? 

brain [brein] n -1. the organ in one’s head that 
controls thought and the actions of the rest 
of the body □ brain damage □ a brain surgeon. 
-2. intelligence □ She's got a good brain. • to 
have sthg on the brain to think about sthg 
very often (informal use) □ He's got sex on the 
brain. -3. an intelligent person (informal use). 

♦ brains npl intelligence □ If you had any brains, 
you'd realize it was a waste of time. ■ to pick 
sb's brains to ask sb for special advice or in¬ 
formation (informal use) □ Can I pick your brains 
about something? ■ to cudgel US or rack one's 
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brains to think very hard □ I've been cudgeling 
my brains, but I can't think of anyone who could 
help you. 

brainchild ['breintjaild] n somebody’s inven¬ 
tion, idea, or plan (informal use), 

brain death n a condition in which the brain 
has stopped functioning while the body is 
kept alive by medical equipment, 

brain drain n the brain drain the movement of 
skilled professional people to other coun¬ 
tries where they are offered better salaries 
or conditions. 

brainless ['breinlas] adj [person, idea, behavior] 
stupid. 

brainstorm ['breinsto:rm] n US = brainwave. 

brainstorming ['breinsto:rmii]] n an activity in 
which a group of people meet to solve a 
problem or develop a project by thinking of 
new ideas and discussing them □ a brain¬ 
storming session. 

brainteaser ['breinti:zar] n a difficult mental 
puzzle. 

brainwash ['breinwrij'] vt to make <sb> be¬ 
lieve something, e.g. by using force or stop¬ 
ping them from thinking about anything 
else □ Advertisements can brainwash people into 
buying virtually anything. 

brainwave [’breinweiv] tt a sudden brilliant 
idea. 

brainy ['breini] (compar brainier, superl braini¬ 
est) adj [person] who one thinks is intelligent 
(informal use). 

braise [breiz] vt [meat, vegetable] to cook 
<food> by frying it, then covering it and 
cooking it slowly in a little liquid, 

brake [breik] o « -1. a device on a vehicle or 
bicycle used to slow or stop it □ Release the 
brake slowly. -2. something that slows down 
or limits something □ High interest rates acted 
as a brake on mortgage lending, o vi [driver] to 
use the brakes in order to slow down or 
stop a vehicle □ / had to brake quickly to avoid 
the dog. 

brake horsepower n the power of an engine 
measured by its resistance to a brake, 

brake light n one of the red lights at the back 
of a motor vehicle that indicate that the 
driver is braking. 

brake pedal n the pedal in a motor vehicle 
that one presses to make the brakes work, 

brake shoe « a curved metal plate that 
presses against the wheel of a motor vehicle 
when the brake is used, 

brambles ['bramblz] tipi wild prickly bushes 
that produce blackberries, 

bran [bran] ti the outer coverings of grains of 
wheat, oats etc that are left behind when 
flour is made and are often used as added 
fiber in breakfast cereals, bread etc. 

branch [US brantf, GB brarntj] o n -1. (of a tree] 
a part of a tree that grows out from the 
trunk and often has leaves, flowers, or other 
smaller branches growing from it □ Kit 
climbed up and sat on one of the branches. 
-2. [of a river] a small part of a river or rail¬ 

road that leads off from the main part. 
-3. [of a company] a local office of a large 
company or organization □ The traveler's 
checks will be ready for collection at your local 
branch. □ a branch manager. -4. [within an organi¬ 
zation] a part of a government or large or¬ 
ganization that is responsible for a particular 
area of work □ the research branch of the com¬ 
pany. -5. [of a subject] a particular part of a 
science or an academic subject □ a new 
branch of medical science, 

o vi [road, river] to divide into two parts that 
go in different directions o The road branches 
after about a mile. 

♦ branch off vi [person, road, path] to go in a 
different direction from the main road or 
track □ / branched off from the main road and 
cut through the forest. 

♦ branch out vi to add something different to 
one’s normal business, interests, or activities 
□ The savings banks are branching out into small 
business loans. 

brand [brand] o n -1. business a variety of a 
product that is made by a particular manu¬ 
facturer □ What brand of butter/coffee/detergent 
do you buy? □ brand image/loyalty. -2. a brand of 
humor/politics etc a particular type or style 
of humor/politics etc □ / don't like his brand of 
journalism. -3. [on an animal] a mark made on 
an animal, usually by burning part of its 
skin, to show who the owner is. o vt -1. to 
mark <an animal>, usually by burning part 
of its skin, in order to show who the owner 
is. -2. to give <sb> a bad reputation □ He 
was branded a traitor/coward. □ They tend to 
brand all young people as hooligans. 

brandish ['brandij] vt [stick, sword] to hold or 
wave <sthg>, especially in a threatening 
way □ He came in brandishing a gun. 

brand name « the name of a particular brand 
of product. 

brand-new adj [car, house, coat] completely 
new and not used □ Try not to spill wine on my 
brand-new carpet. 

brandy ['brandi] (pi brandies) « a strong alco¬ 
holic drink, usually made from wine □ A 
large brandy, please. 

brash [brae/] adj [person] who is very self- 
confident and speaks loudly (disapproving 
use) □ He still has the brash confidence of youth. 

brass [US bras, GB bra:s] « -1. a bright yellow 
metal made by mixing copper and zinc and 
used for making ornaments and musical in¬ 
struments □ a brass doorknob/button. -2. music 
the brass a section of an orchestra consisting 
of all the players of instruments made of 
brass, e.g. the trumpets and horns. 

brass band n music a band consisting of brass 
instruments. 

brasserie [US brasa'ri:, GB 'brasari] « a cafe 
that serves snacks, light meals, and alcoholic 
drinks. 

brassiere [US bra'zir, GB 'brazia] n = bra (formal 

use). 

brass knuckles npl US a piece of metal with 
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holes in it that fits over the knuckles and is 
used as a weapon. 

brass rubbing n the process of making a pic¬ 
ture by placing paper over an engraved 
piece of brass and rubbing the paper with a 
crayon so that the engraving is copied onto 
it; a picture that is made in this way. 

brass tacks npl to get down to brass tacks to 
start talking about or dealing with the really 
important facts or business (informal use), 

brat [braet] n an unpleasant or badly-behaved 
child (informal use) □ What a nasty little brat! 

bravado [bra'vaidou] n a show of courage or 
confidence that is often false and designed 
to impress other people □ Buying all those 
shares was just an act of bravado. 

brave [breiv] o adj [person] who is not afraid 
to face danger, discomfort, or difficulty □ a 
brave decision. □ It was very brave of you to 
come here alone, o n a Native American war¬ 
rior. O vt to risk or face <sthg difficult or 
dangerous> □ He braved his family's displeasure 
by branching out into novel-writing. 

bravely ['breivli] adv (fight, continue] see brave □ 
She bravely spoke out against her attackers. 

bravery ['breivori] n brave actions □ a medal/an 
award for bravery. 

bravo ['braivou] excl a word that people shout 
to show their admiration and approval of 
somebody’s performance □ There were cries 
of "bravo!" from the audience. 

brawl [broil] ti a noisy fight, often involving 
more than two people. 

brawn [broin] n physical strength □ He's all 
brawn and no brain. 

brawny ['broim] (compar brawnier, superl brawn¬ 
iest) adj [person, arm] that is strong and mus¬ 
cular. 

bray [brei] vi [donkey] to make a loud harsh 
cry. 

brazen ['breizn] adj [person] who shows no 
shame and is not afraid of what other peo¬ 
ple think of them □ a brazen He. 

♦ brazen out vt sep to brazen it out to face 
criticism, blame etc without shame or em¬ 
barrassment. 

brazier [US 'brei3r, GB -zja] n a container for 
burning coal or charcoal, used especially 
outdoors to keep people warm. 

Brazil [brs'zil] the largest country in South 
America, in the east, containing most of the 
Amazon rainforest, size: 8,512,000 sq kms. 
population: 153,300,000 (Brazilians). capital: 
Brasilia, main cities: Rio de Janeiro, Sao Pau¬ 
lo. language: Portuguese, currency: cruzeiro. 

Brazilian [bra'ziljan] n & adj-. see Brazil, 

brazil nut n a large three-sided nut with a 
hard woody shell. 

breach [bri:tf] o « -1. [of a law, agreement] the 
act of breaking a law, agreement, or prom¬ 
ise □ They sued him for breach of contract. □ a 
breach of confidence. ■ to be in breach of sthg 
[of regulations, contract] not to be obeying or 
fulfilling sthg □ You are in breach of Section 2 
of the Public Order Act. -2. [in a wall] an open¬ 

ing in e.g. a wall or fence, usually made by 
attackers. ■ to step into the breach to do 
somebody’s job while they are unable to do 
it □ Fortunately, Merrow was there to step into 
the breach. -3. [between people] a period of 
unfriendly relations between people, coun¬ 
tries etc □ The dispute over fishing rights led to a 
breach between the two countries, 
o vt -1. to break <a contract, agreement> 
etc. -2. to make a hole or gap in <a wall, 
fence> etc. 

breach of the peace n law noisy behavior 

and fighting in a public place, 

bread [bred] n a common food made from 

baked flour, water, and yeast □ a loaf/slice of 
bread □ rye bread □ a bread roll. 

bread and butter n -1. a slice of bread 

spread with butter. -2. one’s main source of 

income □ Making saucepans is this company's 
bread and butter. 

bread bin «gb = bread box. 

breadboard ['bredbo:rd] n a board for cutting 

bread on. 

bread box n US a container for keeping bread 
in. 

breadcrumbs ['bredkrAmz] npl very small 
pieces of bread, used in cooking, 

breaded ['bredad] adj [fish, veal] that is cooked 
covered in breadcrumbs, 

bread knife « a long knife with sharp points 
along it, used for cutting bread, 

breadline ['bredlain] « to be on the breadline to 
be very poor. 

breadth [bredG] n -1. [of an object] the distance 
from one side to the other of a solid object 
□ It's seven meters in breadth. -2. [of interest, 
support, vision] the quality of including many 
different things, ideas, or people □ / was im¬ 
pressed by the breadth of his knowledge. 

breadwinner [‘bredwinar] n the person who 
earns the money for their family to live on. 

break [breik] (pt broke, pp broken) o « -l. [in a 
conversation, one's career] a short time when 
activity stops before starting again □ a 
coffee/lunch break □ a break in transmission. ■ to 
have a break from sthg to stop doing sthg for 
a short time □ Let's have a break from decorat¬ 
ing today. ■ without a break without stopping 
□ We worked for four hours without a break. 
-2. education a short pause between classes 
at school □ You can finish it during break. 
-3. [away from home] a short vacation □ a 
spring/weekend break. -4. [in clouds, a hedge] a 
hole or split in something large. ■ a break in 
the weather a short period of sunshine or 
fine weather. -5. [in wood, china, a bone] the 
place where something has broken into two 
or more parts □ The doctors say it's a nasty 
break. -6. a chance to do something one 
wants to do, especially in one’s career □ a 
lucky break □ This is my big break! -7. phrase at 
break of day at dawn (literary use). 

o vt -1. (branch, egg, window] to cause <sthg> 
to separate into pieces by using force or hit¬ 
ting or dropping it □ Be careful with that vase 
or you'll break it! □ He broke the cookie in half 



119 break 

and gave them each a piece. -2. [leg, ankle, neck] 
to crack or split <a bone in one’s body> □ 
He fell and broke his arm. -3. [machine, device] 
to cause <sthg> to stop working by damag¬ 
ing it □ / lent him my camera and he broke it. 
-4. [skin, barrier, surface] to force a way 
through <sthg> □ The river has broken its 
banks. ■ to break sb's hold to cause sb to 
stop holding something, using force. -5. 
[silence, train of thought] to interrupt <sthg> 
□ The silence was suddenly broken by a 
knock at the door. • to break sb's fall to reduce 
the force with which sb hits the ground af¬ 
ter a fall □ A pile of leaves broke her fall, m to 
break one's journey to stop at a place for a 
short time when one is on the way to an¬ 
other place. -6. [strike, deadlock, stalemate] to 
cause <sthg> to end, especially sthg that has 
been going on for some time □ It's not easy 
to break the habit of a lifetime. -7. [rule, law] to 
fail to obey <sthg> □ It's a movie that breaks 
all the conventions. ■ to break one's promise or 

word to fail to do what one has said one 
will definitely do. -8. to break a record to 
beat an existing record □ He just missed break¬ 
ing the world record. -9. to break the news to 
tell somebody a piece of bad or exciting 
news □ Mike offered to break the news to her. 
-10. sport to break sb's serve to win a game 
in which one’s opponent is serving. 

o vi -1. [branch, egg, window] to separate into 
pieces as a result of being hit, dropped etc □ 
Be careful with it, it might break! □ The vase fell 
and broke into pieces. -2. [machinery, device! to 
stop working □ The boiler has broken. -3. [for a 
meal, rest] to stop work for a short time □ 
Well break for lunch at three. -4. when day or 

dawn broke when it began to be daylight (lit¬ 
erary use). -5. [weather! to change for the 
worse; [storm] to begin suddenly □ Let's hope 
the fine weather doesn't break before the wed¬ 
ding. -6. [wave] to curl over and fall down □ 
We watched the waves breaking against the 
rocks. -7. to break loose or free [person, animal] 
to get away from somebody or something 
by using force □ The child struggled, trying to 
break free from her grasp. -8. [voice] to sound 
unsteady because of sadness or some other 
strong emotion; [voice of teenage boy] to 
change so that it becomes permanently 
deeper □ Her voice broke and tears ran down her 
cheeks. □ He gave up singing in the choir when 
his voice broke. -9. [news, scandal] to become 
publicly known □ The story broke in the nation¬ 
al press. -10. to break even [company, business] 
to earn just enough income to avoid making 
a loss o More jobs will be lost if the firm fails to 
break even this year. 

♦ break away vi [person, animal] to move 
away from a group, suddenly and some¬ 
times using force □ Her attacker broke away 
from the crowd and ran off down the street. 

♦ break down o vt sep -1. to break sthg 
down [door, barrier] to remove sthg that is in 
one’s way by knocking it to the ground □ 
Police had to break down the door of the apart¬ 
ment. -2. to break sthg down [figures, data, 
problem] to separate sthg into several parts 

so that it is easier to understand or do. 
-3. to break sthg down [food, fat] to change 
sthg into its separate parts by means of a 
chemical process □ Bacteria in the soil break 
down the dead leaves. 

o vi -1. [car, machine] to stop working □ Our 
bus broke down on the highway. -2. [talks, rela¬ 
tionship, resolution] to fail □ The marriage had 
broken down irretrievably by then. -3. [person] to 
start crying, especially in public, because 
one can no longer control one’s feelings □ In 
the middle of his speech he broke down (in 
tears). -4. [substance] to separate into differ¬ 
ent parts as a result of a chemical process □ 
Fat breaks down to provide the body with energy. 

♦ break in o vi -1. [person] to enter a building 
illegally by force, usually to steal something 
□ The thieves broke in through an open window. 
-2. [person] to interrupt a conversation be¬ 
tween other people □ Sorry to break in, but 
you're wanted on the phone, o vt sep -1. to 
break sb in to get sb accustomed to a new 
job or situation, especially gradually o 
There's a lot to learn but well break you in gen¬ 
tly! -2. to break sthg in to wear sthg, e.g. 
new shoes, until they are comfortable. 

♦ break into vt fus -1. to break into a place to 
enter a place, e.g. a building, by force, espe¬ 
cially in order to steal □ Someone broke into 
my car and stole the radio. -2. to break into 
sthg [into song, laughter, applause] to begin do¬ 
ing sthg suddenly □ He broke into a run when 
the bus appeared. □ June amazed me by breaking 
into fluent Spanish. □ The horse broke into a gal¬ 
lop. -3. [into politics, show business, a market] to 
start taking part in <sthg> □ The company is 
planning to break into Southeast Asia. 

♦ break off o vt sep -1. to break sthg off 
[branch, fingernail] to separate a piece of sthg 
from the main part by breaking it □ Break me 
off a bit of chocolate. -2. to break off sthg [talks, 
relationship] to end sthg □ They've broken off 
their engagement, o vi -1. [person] to stop 
talking suddenly □ They broke off as I came in. 
-2. [person] to stop an activity suddenly □ He 
broke off for a moment to answer the phone. 

♦ break out vi -1. [fire, panic, fighting! to begin 
suddenly □ Cholera has broken out in some of 
the refugee camps. -2. to break out in pim¬ 
ples/a rash to become covered in spots/a 
rash □ / broke out in a cold sweat. -3. to escape 
from prison or a similar place □ The two men 
broke out of Brlxton jail earlier this month. 

♦ break through vf fus to break through sthg 
to force a way through sthg □ The sun broke 
through the clouds. □ Protesters broke through 
the police cordon. 

♦ break up o vt sep -1. to break sthg up to 
separate sthg into smaller pieces □ Use a fork 
to break up the lumps. -2. to break sthg up 
[marriage, fight, relationship] to end sthg, espe¬ 
cially in a forceful way □ Rosy's parents came 
home and broke up the party, 
o vi -1. to separate into smaller pieces □ The 
cake broke up when I took it out of the tin. -2. 
[marriage, relationship] to end. ■ to break up 
with sb [with one's partner, girlfriend] to end a 
sexual relationship with sb. -3. [crowd, group, 
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demonstration] to come to an end as people 
begin leaving □ The party began to break up 
around midnight. -4. GB [school, pupil] to begin 
a vacation □ When do you break up for Easter? 

♦ break with vt fus to break with sthg [with 
tradition, habit, an old friend] to end a connec¬ 
tion with sb/sthg □ It is time to break with the 
past and try a new approach. 

breakable ['breikabl] adj [object, ornament] that 
breaks easily □ Is this package breakable? 

breakage ['breikid3] n something that has 
been broken □ The insurance pays for all break¬ 
ages. 

breakaway ['breikawei] adj a breakaway fac¬ 
tion or group a group that has broken away 
from the main group, usually through dis¬ 
agreement. 

breakdown ['breikdaon] n -1. [of a vehicle, ma¬ 
chine] a sudden failure to work □ We had a 
breakdown on Highway 7. -2. [of talks, negotia¬ 
tions] a failure or ending of a process □ a 
breakdown in communications/in law and order. 
-3. = nervous breakdown. -4. [of figures, data] 
a division of something into smaller parts so 
that it is easier to understand □ Could you 
give me a breakdown of the costs? 

breaker ['breikor] n a big sea wave that rolls 
onto the beach. 

breakeven [,breik'i:vn] « the point at which a 
business makes neither a profit nor a loss □ 
We aim to reach breakeven point in two years. 

breakfast ['brekfast] o « the first meal of the 
day □ What time is breakfast? o vi to eat 
breakfast □ We breakfasted at the hotel. 

breakfast cereal n a breakfast food made 
from a cereal, e.g. corn or wheat, and eaten 
with milk. 

breakfast television n television programs 
that are broadcast early in the morning, 

break-in n the act of breaking into a building, 
usually in order to steal things □ There's been 
a break-in at work. 

breaking ['breiknj] n law breaking and entering 
the crime of breaking into a building, 

breaking point n to be at or reach breaking 
point to reach a point where one is no long¬ 
er able to deal with a difficult and stressful 
situation. 

breakneck ['breiknek] adj at breakneck speed 
very fast □ They drove down the street at break¬ 
neck speed. 

breakthrough [’breikGru:] ti something that al¬ 
lows further progress to be made, e.g. a 
new invention, a scientific discovery, or a 
new idea □ Foreign ministers have made a major 
breakthrough in negotiations. 

breakup [’breikAp] n -1. the ending of a rela¬ 
tionship or marriage □ after the breakup of his 
marriage. -2. the separation of a group, or¬ 
ganization etc, e.g. as a result of a disagree¬ 
ment between the people involved □ Internal 
conflict led to the breakup of the coalition. 

breakup value n business the value of a com¬ 
pany if it is split into its different parts and 
each part is sold separately. 

breakwater ['breikwo:t3r] n a long fence or 
wall that is built at right angles to a beach 
to protect it from the waves, 

bream [bri:m] (pi bream or breams) n a silver- 
colored freshwater fish that can be eaten, 

breast [brest] n -1. [of a woman] one of the 
two rounded fleshy parts on the front part 
of a woman’s body that can produce milk □ 
She put the baby to her breast. □ breast cancer. 
-2. [of a person] the chest (literary use) □ He 
beat his breast in sorrow. -3. [of a bird] the 
meat that comes from the front part of a 
bird's body □ a chicken breast. -4. phrase to 
make a clean breast of it to tell the whole 
truth about something bad that one has 
done. 

breastbone [’brestboon] n the bone down the 
front of one's chest that joins the ribs to¬ 
gether. 

breast-feed o vt to feed <a baby> by letting 
it suck milk directly from its mother's 
breast, o vi [mother, woman] 'Not to be taken 
by breast-feeding mothers.' 

breast pocket n a pocket at the front of a 
shirt or jacket, at chest level, 

breaststroke [’breststrouk] n a way of swim¬ 
ming on one’s stomach that involves push¬ 
ing both hands forward then sweeping 
them down to the sides and at the same 
time moving the knees up to the sides and 
then kicking backward □ Can you do (the) 
breaststroke? 

breath [breG] n -1. the air that is taken into 
the lungs when one breathes □ Take a deep 
breath. ■ to have bad breath to have breath 
that smells unpleasant. ■ to get one's breath 
back to start breathing normally again after 
doing something tiring, e.g. running □ Let 
me get my breath back first. ■ to hold one's 
breath to hold air in one’s lungs by not 
breathing out; to wait anxiously for news, a 
decision etc □ How long can you hold your 
breath? □ He held his breath as the results were 
announced. ■ to save one's breath not to 
waste time saying something to somebody 
because they will not listen to one’s advice, 
argument etc □ I'd save my breath if I were you 
— he’s not listening, m to say sthg under one's 
breath to say sthg in a very quiet voice □ 
Cheryl muttered something angrily under her 
breath. ■ to take sb's breath away [sight, news] 
to surprise sb very much □ The beauty of the 
valley took my breath away, m to waste one's 
breath to waste time saying something to 
somebody because they do not want to lis¬ 
ten □ You're wasting your breath: my mind is al¬ 
ready made up. ■ to be out of breath to have 
problems breathing comfortably, usually af¬ 
ter doing something tiring □ He ran until he 
was out of breath. -2. to go out for a breath of 
fresh air to go outside for a short time, 
usually because it is hot or smoky inside, 

breathalyze us, breathalyse gb [ breGalaiz] vt 
to test <sb> with a Breathalyzer (informal 
use). 

Breathalyzer™ us, Breathalyser™ gb [ bre0- 
alaizar] tt a device that the police sometimes 
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ask drivers to blow into to find out how 
much alcohol they have drunk, 

breathe [briid] o vi to take air into one’s 
lungs and then let it out □ Breathe deeply, m 
to breathe more easily to feel more relaxed 
after a difficult or dangerous situation □ In¬ 
vestors breathed more easily after the Fed's an¬ 
nouncement. o vt -1. to take <air, smoko 
etc into one’s lungs □ It's good to breathe fresh 
country air. -2. to say <sthg> very quietly □ 
"Shh! Come in quietly, " he breathed. 

♦ breathe in o vi to take air into one’s lungs. 
O vt sep to breathe sthg in to take sthg into 
one’s lungs, e.g. air or smoke. 

♦ breathe out vi to let air out of one’s lungs 
□ Breathe in, and then breathe out. 

breather ['bri:d3r] n a short rest (informal use) □ 
Let's stop for a quick breather. 

breathing ['bri-.dii)] n the way in which some¬ 
body breathes □ His breathing was heavy. 

breathing space n a short period when one 
can relax between doing other things, 

breathless ['breGtas] adj -1. [person] who is un¬ 
able to breathe comfortably, especially after 
doing something tiring □ The walk uphill left 
her panting and breathless. ■ to be breathless 
with sthg [with excitement, fear] to be so 
strongly affected by sthg that one has diffi¬ 
culty in breathing. -2. [silence, excitement] so 
intense that it makes one hold one’s breath 
□ There was a breathless hush in the room. 

breathtaking ['breGteikig] adj [view, perfor¬ 
mance] that one admires and finds very 
beautiful or exciting □ There were breathtaking 
views across the valley. 

breath test n a test carried out using a 
Breathalyzer. 

Brecht [brekt], Bertolt (1898-1956) a German 
poet and playwright whose experimental 
plays were intended to make the audience 
think for themselves. His works include The 
Threepenny Opera and Mother Courage. 

breed [bri:d] (pt & pp bred [bred]) On-1. a 
type of animal or plant, usually developed 
by humans □ a breed of cattle. -2. a particular 
type of person or thing □ a new breed of 
manager/computer/TV program, o vt -1. to keep 
<animals or plants> in order to produce 
young animals and plants or develop new 
types □ She breeds labradors. -2. to cause <a 
particular feeling> to spread among many 
people □ Violence breeds violence, o vi [ani¬ 

mals] to produce young animals, 

breeder ['briidal n a person whose job is 
breeding animals or plants, 

breeder reactor n a type of nuclear reactor 
that produces more plutonium than it uses 
in its production of electricity, 

breeding [’briidig] n -1. the activity of breed¬ 
ing animals or plants □ Successful breeding in 
captivity ensured the survival of the bird. 
-2. good manners that somebody is taught 
by their family □ a sign of good breeding. 

breeding-ground n -1. a place where a par¬ 
ticular type of animal goes to breed □ Oil 
companies have devastated the breeding-grounds 

of the gray seal. -2. a place or situation that 
encourages something, usually something 
bad, to develop □ a breeding-ground for terror¬ 
ists/crime. 

breeze [bri:z] o m a light wind □ A gentle 
breeze was blowing, o vi to breeze in/out to 
go in/out quickly and in a confident way □ 
He breezed in just as we were about to start. 

breezeblock ['briizblDk] n GB a large light brick 
made of cement and ash and used for build¬ 
ing houses, walls etc. 

breezy [’briizi] (compar breezier, superl breezi¬ 
est) adj -1. [weather, day! that is a little 
windy. -2. [person, personality, manner] that is 
cheerful, lively, and confident o You're very 
bright and breezy today. 

Breton ['bretn] On a person who comes from 
or lives in Brittany, o adj: see Brittany, 

brevity ['brevati] n [of life, a visit] the short 
amount of time that something lasts □ I was 
surprised by the brevity of his answer. 

brew [bru:] o vi -1. [tea, coffee] to be in the 
process of being brewed □ I'll leave the tea to 
brew for a few minutes. -2. [trouble, storm, cri¬ 

sis] to be developing or likely to happen soon 
□ There's trouble brewing, o vt -1. to make 
<beer>. -2. to prepare <tea, coffee> etc by 
mixing it with hot water, 

brewer ['bru:3r] n a person whose job is mak¬ 
ing beer. 

brewery ['bru:on] (pi breweries) n -1. the 
buildings where beer is made. -2. a compa¬ 
ny that makes beer. 

briar ['brai3r] n a wild bush with thorns, 

bribe [braib] o n something, usually money, 
that is offered to somebody to persuade 
them to do something dishonest □ Senior 
policemen were accused of taking bribes, o vt to 
give <sb> a bribe so that they will do some¬ 
thing □ We bribed the guard to let us in. 

bribery ['braibari] n the act of offering some¬ 
body a bribe □ The former prime minister was 
found guilty of bribery. 

bric-a-brac ['bnkabrrek] n small ornaments 
that are usually not worth very much, 

brick [brik] n a hard rectangular block of 
baked clay used for building houses, bridges 
etc □ a brick wall/building. 

♦ brick up vt sep to brick sthg up [window, 

door] to fill in sthg with bricks □ They bricked 
up the chimney. 

bricklayer [’briklei3r] n a person whose job is 
to build walls or buildings using bricks, 

brickwork ['brikw3:rk] n the parts of a wall or 
building that are made of bricks □ The brick¬ 
work had been cleaned. 

bridal f'braidl] adj [gown, procession] that is 
connected with a bride or a wedding □ a 

shop that sells bridal wear. 

bride [braid] n a woman just before, during, 
or after her wedding. 

bridegroom ['braidgruim] n a man just before, 
during, or after his wedding, 

bridesmaid ['braidzmeid] n a woman or girl 
who accompanies the bride to her wedding. 
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bridge [bnd3] o m -1. a structure built to carry 
a road or railroad across a valley, river, rail¬ 
road track etc □ the Golden Gate bridge □ a rail¬ 
road bridge. ■ I'll cross that bridge when I 
come to it I’ll deal with that problem when 
it happens and not before. -2. [between peo¬ 

ple] a means of communication between 
two people or groups of people □ a bridge be¬ 
tween East and West. -3. shipping the raised 
area of a ship from which it is steered and 
controlled. -4. [of one's nose] the top part of 
one’s nose, between the eyes □ His glasses 
were perched on the bridge of his nose. -5. 
cards a card game for two teams of two 
players similar to whist, 
o vl to bridge the gap to reduce the differ¬ 
ences and improve communication between 
people □ We run projects which try to bridge the 
gap between young and old. 

bridging loan ['brid3ir)-] n gb money lent by a 
bank for a short time, usually to help some¬ 
body buy a new house before they have 
sold their old house. 

bridle ['braidl] o n the set of straps around a 
horse's head that the rider uses to control 
the horse, o vt to put a bridle on <a horse, 
pony> etc. o vi to express one’s anger by 
moving the head stiffly upward □ He bridled 
at the accusation. 

bridle path n a path for horses and riders. 

brief [bri:f]> o adj -1. [visit, description, glance] 

that lasts; for: a short time □ Write giving us a 

brief summary of your achievements to date. 
- [skirt, shorts] short □ She was wearing a very 
brief pair of shorts. -3. to be brief to use very 
few words to say something □ To be brief, 
there is jittle we can do to remedy the situation. □ 
I'll be brief, since you're in a hurry, 
o n -1. law a document stating all the facts 
of a case that is given by one lawyer to an¬ 
other lawyep who will argue the case in 
court. -2. the instructions given to some¬ 
body about what their job or duty is □ His 
brief is to improve industrial relations, 
o vt to give <sb> the information, instruc¬ 
tions etc they need' to understand a situa¬ 
tion, do a job etc □ The US envoy has been ful¬ 
ly briefed on the situation. 

♦ briefs npl a piece 6f underwear that covers 
the body between the waist and the tops of 
the legs and goes between the legs □ a pair of 
briefs. 

♦ in brief adv a phrase used to indicate that 
one is only giving a few details about some¬ 
thing □ In brief, I don't think it will work. □ Here 
is the news in brief. 

briefcase fbriifkeis] n a flat case that is 
usually made of leather, has one handle, 
and is used for carrying papers. 

briefing ['briifiq] n a meeting where some¬ 
body is given information or instructions to 
prepare them for a political debate, battle, 
special mission etc □ They were given a 
briefing before the flight. 

briefly [’briifli] adv -1. [pause, look, wait] for a 
short time □ We met briefly at the conference. 

-2. [answer, explain] using only a few words □ 
Could you tell me briefly what the job entails? 

Brig, abbr of brigadier. 

brigade [bri'geid] n -1. military one of the 
main groups into which an army is divided. 
-2. an organization that has particular duties 
□ the St. John ambulance brigade. 

brigadier [.brigs'dial n military the officer in 
charge of a brigade. 

bright [brait] o adj -1. [light, sun] that shines 
strongly; [day, weather] with sunshine and 
few clouds; [room, office] where there is a lot 
of light □ We're enjoying the bright sunshine. □ 
We had a bright morning but then it began to rain. 
□ The lamp was so bright it hurt my eyes. -2. 
[color] that is strong, light, and easy to see □ 
bright blue eyes. -3. [smile, expression] that 
seems lively and cheerful □ You look much 
brighter this morning. -4. [person] who is intelli¬ 
gent and quick at learning □ She's a bright 
child, ■ a bright idea an idea that is original 
and shows intelligence □ Does anyone have 
any bright ideas on how we might get around this 
problem? -5. [prospects, outlook] that seems 
likely to bring success □ The future's looking 
bright for young men like you. 
o adv bright and early very early in the 
morning. 

♦ brights npl US car headlights that point 
straight ahead rather than toward the 
ground (informal use). 

brighten ['braitn] vi -1. [day, weather] to be¬ 
come brighter □ The weather brightened toward 
the end of the afternoon. -2. [face, expression, 

mood] to become more cheerful □ She bright¬ 
ened visibly at the news. 

♦ brighten up o vt sep -1. to brighten sthg up 
[room, house, dress] to make sthg look more 
colorful and attractive, e.g. by painting or 
decorating it □ It just needs a lick of paint to 
brighten it up. -2. to brighten sthg up [situation, 

conversation] to make sthg more lively or 
cheerful □ Her visit really brightened up our day. 
o vi [weather, person, face] = brighten, 

brightly ['braitli] adv [shine, smile] see bright □ a 

brightly colored scarf □ The room was brightly lit. 
□ "Would you like some coffee?" she said bright¬ 

ly- 
brightness [’braitnas] it |of a light, color] see 

bright □ How do you adjust the brightness on 
this TV? 

brilliance ['bnljans] n see brilliant a His brilliance 
as a mathematician was soon apparent. 

brilliant ['briljant] adj -1. [person, mind] that is 
very intelligent [idea, solution, piece of work] 

that shows great intelligence or skill and is 
very impressive o She's a brilliant physicist. □ 
He gave a brilliant performance as Hamlet. 
-2. [color, light] that is very bright □ We went 
out into the brilliant sunshine. -3. [career, future] 

that is very successful □ She has a brilliant ca¬ 
reer in politics ahead of her. -4. GB that one 
thinks is very good (informal use) □ That's ’bril¬ 
liant news — well done! 

brilliantly [’briljantli] adv [perform, shine] see 
brilliant □ brilliantly colored □ It was a brilliantly 
planned and executed maneuver. 
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Brillo pad™ ['brilou-] n a pad, made of wire 
and filled with soap, that is used for clean¬ 
ing pots and pans. 

brim [brim] {pt & pp brimmed, cotit brimming) 
on-1. the top edge of a container for liq¬ 
uid, e.g. a bowl or glass □ full to the brim. 
-2. the bottom part of a hat that sticks out 
to protect the wearer from the sun or rain, 
o vi to brim with sthg [with emotion, enthusi¬ 
asm] to be full of sthg □ His eyes brimmed 
with tears. 

♦ brim over vi -1. [cup, glass] to be so full 
that the contents spill over the edge. -2. to 
brim over with sthg [with pride, happiness] to 
be full of sthg. 

brine [brain] n water that contains salt and is 
used for preserving food. 

bring [brig] {ft & pp brought) vt -1. [person, ob¬ 

ject] to take <sb/sthg> to the place one is 
living in, going to, talking about etc □ Bill's 
bringing his boss home for dinner. □ Can you 
bring a bottle of wine (with you)? -2. [object] to 
carry <sthg> to somebody □ I've brought her 
some chocolates or some chocolates for her. □ 
'Bringing you the latest in computer technology.' 
-3. [happiness, sorrow, satisfaction] to cause <a 
particular feeling, situation, or reaction> □ 
That boy brings us nothing but trouble. □ Tourism 
has brought prosperity to the region, m to bring 
sthg to an end/a halt to cause sthg to end/ 
stop □ The chairman brought the meeting to a 
close. □ The accident brought his sporting career 
to an abrupt end. ■ to bring sthg to sb's atten¬ 
tion to tell sb sthg, usually in a polite way □ 
The matter was brought to my attention by one of 
my colleagues. -4. [person, business tourist] to 
cause <sb/sthg> to come to a place □ The 
festival brings crowds of visitors every year. □ 
The new sales manager has brought us a lot of 
new customers. -5. law to bring charges 
against sb to say officially that sb is believed 
to have broken the law. ■ to be brought to 
trial [person] to be judged in court because 
one is believed to have broken the law. -6. I 
couldn't bring myself to do it I was unable to 
do it because it was unpleasant □ In the end I 
just couldn't bring myself to tell them the truth. 

♦ bring about vt sep to bring sthg about 
[change, decision, separation] to cause sthg to 
happen □ All attempts to bring about a peaceful 
solution to the crisis have failed. 

♦ bring along vt sep to bring sb/sthg along 
[person, object] to bring sb/sthg with one 
when one goes to a place or event □ Bring 
your wife along too. □ I've brought along one of 
our brochures. 

♦ bring around vt sep US = bring to. 
♦ bring back vt sep -1. to bring sthg/sb back 

[object, souvenir, gift] to come back to a place 
with sthg; [person] to take sb back to the 
place where one is living, or that one is 
talking about □ Look what Kate brought me 
back from Egypt. □ I'll lend you my copy if you 
promise to bring it back. □ Who brought you back 
here last night? -2. to bring back sthg [feeling, 
mood, event] to make one remember sthg □ 
That song always brings back my last year at col¬ 
lege. -3. to bring sthg back [fashion, custom] to 

cause sthg to return after a period of time □ 
Carver thinks they should bring back hanging. 

♦ bring down vt sep -1. to bring sthg down 
[bird, aircraft, tree] to cause sthg to fall to the 
ground □ The storm brought down the telephone 
wires. -2. to bring down sb/sthg [government, 

dictator, regime] to cause sb/sthg to lose po¬ 
litical power □ This scandal could bring down 
the ruling party. -3. to bring sthg down [price, 

age limit, interest rates] to cause sthg to be¬ 
come less, especially because people want 
this or expect this □ They have succeeded in 
bringing inflation down to 3%. 

♦ bring forward vt sep -1. to bring sthg for¬ 
ward [meeting, interview, election] to change 
the time or date of an event to an earlier 
time or date □ The inspection was due to hap¬ 
pen in June, but it's been brought forward two 
months to April. -2. to bring an amount for¬ 
ward [in bookkeeping] to move the total 
amount of a list of figures to the top of a 
new list of figures. 

♦ bring in vt sep -1. to bring sthg in [rule, legis¬ 

lation, policy] to make sthg part of the exist¬ 
ing set of laws □ The government is bringing in 
new safety regulations for buses. -2. to bring in 
money to earn an amount of money □ Her 
job can't bring in more than $15,000 a year. 
-3. to bring sb in [person] to ask sb from out¬ 
side one’s work, organization etc to take 
part in it, especially to give help or advice □ 
We've had to bring in an outside firm of consult¬ 
ants to solve the problem. 

♦ bring off vt sep to bring sthg off [plan, deal] 

to complete sthg difficult successfully □ If 
anybody can bring it off, you can. 

♦ bring on vt sep to bring sthg on [crisis, fever, 

attack] to cause sthg to start □ Hot weather al¬ 
ways brings on my hay fever, m to bring sthg on 
oneself to act in a way that causes sthg un¬ 
pleasant to happen to one □ There's no use 
complaining, you brought it on yourself. 

♦ bring out vt sep -1. to bring sthg out [record, 

book] to make sthg available for the public 
to buy □ They've just brought out a new range 
of their successful kitchenware. -2. to bring out 
the best/worst in sb to cause sb to behave as 
well/as badly as they can □ Simon always 
brings out the worst in Martin — they're like two 
schoolboys together. 

♦ bring round vt sep gb = bring to. 
♦ bring to vt sep to bring sb to to make sb 

conscious again, e.g. after they have fainted 
□ / used smelling salts to bring her to. 

♦ bring up vt sep -1. to bring up a child to 
look after a child until it is adult and teach 
it particular beliefs, ways of behaving etc □ 
She was left to bring up the kids on her own. □ 
He was brought up (as) a Catholic. -2. to bring 
sthg up [subject, the past! to start to talk 
about sthg □ Let's hope she doesn't bring poli¬ 
tics up again! -3. to bring up food/drink to be 
sick, especially soon after eating or drinking 
□ / managed to eat some fruit, but brought it all 
up again afterwards. 

bring and buy (sale) « gb a charity sale 
where people bring things to be sold and 
buy things that other people have brought. 
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brink [brigk] n on the brink of sthg [of bankrupt¬ 

cy, war, extinction] close to sthg dangerous; [of 

a discovery, breakthrough] close to sthg excit¬ 
ing □ / was on the brink of telling him to get out 
of the house. 

Brisbane ['brizban] a port in Queensland, Aus¬ 
tralia. population: 1,240,300. 

brisk [brisk] adj -1. [walk, swim, pace] quick, 
lively, and energetic □ We walked at a brisk 
pace towards the station. -2. [business, trading] 

busy and successful □ Business has been rea¬ 
sonably brisk recently. -3. [manner, tone, person] 

efficient and confident □ Her manner was brisk 
and businesslike. -4. [wind, weather] cold and 
refreshing □ There was a brisk sea breeze. 

brisket [’briskat] n the meat from the chest of 
a cow. 

briskly ['briskli] adv [walk, trade, speak] see 
brisk. 

bristle ['brisl] vi -1. [an animal's hair, fur] to 
stand up from the body, usually because of 
anger or fear. -2. [person] to react angrily □ 
She bristled at the suggestion. 

♦ bristles npl -1. [on a person] the short stiff 
hairs that grow on the skin after shaving. 
-2. [on an animal] thick stiff hair that grows 
on some animals. -3. the thick stiff hair or 
similar material at the end of paintbrushes, 
shaving brushes etc. 

♦ bristle with vt fus to bristle with people/ 
things to be full of people/things □ The whole 
subject bristles with difficulties. □ The town was 
bristling with police. 

bristly ['brisk] (compar bristlier, super! bristliest) 
adj [chin, face] that is covered with short stiff 
hairs. 

Brit [brit] (abbr of Briton) n a British person (in¬ 
formal use). 

Britain ['britn] -1. = Great Britain. -2. = United 
Kingdom. 

Britannia [bri'taenja] a figure of a female sol¬ 
dier, wearing a helmet and carrying a shield 
and trident, used as a symbol of Britain. 

British ['britij] o adj [passport, subject] that be¬ 
longs to Britain or the British Common¬ 
wealth. o npl the British people living in 
Britain. 

British Academy n the British Academy a 
British organization that funds and encour¬ 
ages the study of history, philosophy, and 
language. 

British Broadcasting Corporation n BBC. 

British Columbia [-ka'lAmbia] a mountainous 
province of western Canada on the Pacific 
Coast, abbreviation: BC. size: 950,000 sq 
kms. population: 3,282,061 (British Colum¬ 
bians). capital: Victoria. 

British Council n the British Council an or¬ 
ganization that promotes Britain abroad. It 
runs many libraries, language courses, and 
cultural centers in foreign countries. 

British Isles: the British Isles Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the islands around their coasts. 

British Museum: the British Museum the na¬ 
tional museum of Britain, in London. 

British Standards Institution n -> BSI. 

British Summer Time n the system of time 
used in Britain from March to October that 
is one hour ahead of the time used during 
the rest of the year. 

Briton ['britn] n a British person (formal use). 

Brittany ['britani] a region of northwestern 
France, between the English Channel and 
the Bay of Biscay. 

Britten ['britn], Benjamin (1913-1976) a Brit¬ 
ish composer whose works include the ope¬ 
ras Peter Grimes and Billy Budd. 

brittle ['britl] adj [bones, twig, glass] that is 
hard but easy to break. 

Bro religion abbr of brother. 

broach [brootj] vt to begin to talk about <a 
subject> carefully because it is difficult or 
unpleasant □ / haven't broached the subject of 
salaries yet. 

broad [braid] o adj -1. [river, shoulders, grin] 
wide □ a broad tree-lined avenue □ He gave me 
a broad smile. -2. a broad range/variety etc a 
range/variety etc that includes a lot of dif¬ 
ferent things or people □ The college has a 
broad and wide-ranging syllabus. □ The program 
has a very broad appeal. -3. a broad introduc¬ 
tion/description etc a general introduction/ 
description etc rather than a detailed one □ 
It's art in the broadest sense of the word. □ / 
think there is broad agreement about what needs 
to be done. -4. a broad hint a strong and clear 
hint □ Bob kept dropping broad hints about birth¬ 
day presents. -5. a broad accent a strong ac¬ 
cent □ She spoke with a broad Texas accent. 
-6. phrase in broad daylight during the day¬ 
time, when what happens can be clearly 
seen □ He was shot in broad daylight, 
o n v US a woman (very informal and offensive 
use). 

B road n GB a road that is smaller and less 
important than a main road, 

broad bean n a large, flat, green bean, 

broadcast [US 'braidkaest, GB -kaist] (pt & pp 
broadcast) radio & tv o n something such as 
a speech or musical performance that is sent 
by radio or television □ a live/recorded broad¬ 
cast. o vt to send out <a TV or radio pro¬ 
grams □ The game will be broadcast live on 
Channel 5. 

broadcaster [US 'braidkaestar, GB -kaista] n a 
person who regularly takes part in radio or 
television programs. 

broadcasting [US 'braidkaestig, GB -kaist-] n the 
activity of making and sending out radio or 
television programs. 

broaden ['braidn] o vt -1. to make <a road, 
pavement> etc wider. -2. to make <the 
scope, appeal> etc of something more gen¬ 
eral □ She broadened the base of her writing af¬ 
ter retirement, m to broaden one's mind to 
make one more aware of other ways of life, 
ideas etc □ A little more traveling could broaden 
your mind, o vi [river, road] to become wider. 

♦ broaden out vi -1. [river, road] to become 
wider. -2. [interests, awarenessl to become 
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more general by including more people or 
things. 

broadly ['broidli] adv -t. generally a / broadly 
agree with what Leroy has just said. ■ broadly 
speaking generally and without going into 
details □ This is, broadly speaking, what we ex¬ 
pected. -2. to smile broadly to have a wide 
smile on one’s face. 

broadly-based [-beist] adj [party, movement, 
course] that includes a wide range of el¬ 
ements, people, or points of view, 

broadminded [(bro:d'maindad] adj [person, atti¬ 
tude] that is tolerant and open to new ideas, 

broadsheet [’broidjiit] n a newspaper printed 
on large sheets of paper. 
NOTE: Compare tabloid. 

Broadway [’broidwei] a street in New York 
City famous for its theaters and shows, 
which usually feature stars in well-known 
plays □ a Broadway hit/musical. 

brocade [brou'keid] n a thick decorative piece 
of silk with a raised pattern, 

broccoli ['brnksli] n a vegetable with thick 
green stems and green or purple heads a 
Serve with broccoli and saute potatoes. 

brochure [US brou'Jur, GB 'broofs] n a booklet 
with pictures that contains information or 
advertisements □ travel/sales brochures. 

brogues [brougz] npl thick leather shoes with 
a pattern of small holes in the leather, 

broil [broil] vt US [meat, chicken, fish] to cook 
<food> on a grill with heat directly above 
or below it. 

broiler ['broils'] ti -1. a young chicken suitable 
for roasting or broiling. -2. US a tray consist¬ 
ing of metal bars on which food is placed 
for broiling. 

broke [brook] o past tense of break, o adj to be 
broke [person, company] to have no money □ / 
can't go out tonight — I'm absolutely broke. ■ to 
go broke [company] to go bankrupt. ■ to go 
for broke to risk everything in order to try 
and achieve a success. 

broken ['brooksn] o past participle of break, o 
adj -1. [window, machine, promise! that has 
been broken □ The floor was covered in broken 
glass. -2. a broken marriage a marriage that 
has ended in separation. ■ a broken home a 
home where the family no longer lives to¬ 
gether because the parents have separated □ 
She comes from a broken home. -3. to speak 
broken English/Chinese etc to speak English/ 
Chinese etc slowly and with many mistakes, 

broken-down adj a broken-down car/machine 
a car/machine that does not work well, or 
that has stopped working completely □ He 
drives a broken-down old Mercedes. 

broker ['brooks'] o n a person whose job is to 
buy and sell things for other people □ a com¬ 
modity broker, o vt to arrange <a deal, agree¬ 
ment etc so that all the people involved 
agree to the details □ a peace accord brokered 

by the UN. 

brokerage ['broukorid3] n -1. the business of 
being a broker □ a brokerage firm. -2. the 
amount of money charged by a broker. 

bronchitis [brno'kaitss] n an illness caused by 
infection of the tubes that bring air to the 
lungs, resulting in coughing and breathing 
difficulties. 

Bronte ['bronti], Charlotte (1816-1855) a 
British novelist whose best-known work is 
Jane Eyre. Her sisters, Anne and Emily, were 
also writers. 

Bronte, Emily (1818-1848) a British poet and 
novelist whose best-known work is Wuther- 
ing Heights. Her sisters, Anne and Charlotte, 
were also writers. 

Bronx [brocks]: the Bronx a borough of New 
York City across the Harlem River from 
Manhattan, population: 1,169,000. 

bronze [brtmz] o n -1. a yellow-brown metal 
made of copper and tin □ a bronze statue. 
-2. a sculpture made of bronze □ a bronze by 
Donatello. -3. = bronze medal, o adj [hair, skinl 
that is the color of bronze, 

bronzed [bronzd] adj [person, body] suntanned, 

bronze medal n a medal made of bronze that 
is given to the person who comes third in a 
competition, especially in sports, 

brooch [broutj] n a piece of jewelry with a 
pin at the back that is usually worn on a 
woman's jacket or blouse, 

brood [bru:d] o n -1. a family of young ani¬ 
mals, usually birds, that were bom together. 
-2. the children in a family (humorous use), 
o vi to spend a long time thinking about 
something that makes one worried, upset, 
or angry □ It's no use brooding over the past. 

broody [’bruidi] (compar broodier, superl brood¬ 
iest) adj -1. [person] who seems silent and sad. 
-2. [bird] that wants to lay or sit on eggs, 

brook [bruk] o n a small stream, o vt to allow 
or tolerate <sthg> (formal use) □ They will 
brook no opposition. 

Brooklyn [’bruklsn] a borough of New York City 
on Long Island. It is linked to Manhattan by 
the Brooklyn Bridge, population: 2,231,000. 

broom [bruim] n -1. a brush with a long han¬ 
dle that is used for sweeping the floor. -2. a 
shrub with yellow flowers that often grows 
on wasteland. 

broomstick [’bruimstik] n the long handle of a 
broom. 

Bros, bros business abbr of brothers. 

broth [bro0] n a soup that usually contains 
rice, vegetables, and meat or fish, 

brothel ['brt>01] n a house where men pay to 
have sex with prostitutes, 

brother ['brAdo'] o « -l. [in a family] a male 
relative of somebody who has the same par¬ 
ents □ They are brothers. □ Have you met my 
brother? □ This is my elder brother, Pete. □ She's 
looking after her baby brother. -2. [at work] a 
word used to talk to a man who belongs to 
the same race, profession, labor union etc as 
oneself □ Brothers, unite! -3. religion a mem¬ 
ber of a religious group, especially a Chris¬ 
tian monk □ Brother Peter, o excl US a word 
used to express surprise or slight annoyance 
(informal use) □ Brother, was she mad! 
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brotherhood ['brAdo'hod] n -1. the friendship 
and loyalty between people with the same 
interests or ideas. -2. an organization of 
men who share the same beliefs or aims, es¬ 
pecially religious ones. 

brother-in-law (pi brothers-in-law) n the 
brother of one’s husband or wife; the hus¬ 
band of one’s sister. 

brotherly ['brAdali] adj that is typical of a 
brother □ brotherly advice. 

brought [broit] past tense &l past participle of 

bring. 

brow [brau] n -1. the forehead. -2. an eye¬ 
brow (literary use). ■ to knit one's brows to 
frown because one is worried or thinking 
carefully. -3. the top part of a hill or slope, 

browbeat [’braubiit] (pt browbeat, pp brow¬ 
beaten) vt to try to make <sb> do something 
by being aggressive toward them □ Don't let 
them browbeat you into going! 

browbeaten ['braubiitn] adj [child, employee] 
who seems quiet and timid because of being 
regularly forced to do things by somebody 
strict or forceful. 

brown [braon] o adj -1. [hair, eyes, trousers] of 
the color of wood or chocolate. ■ brown 
bread bread made from whole-wheat flour. 
-2. [skin, leg, person] tanned □ You're looking 
very brown! o n the color of wood or choco¬ 
late □ She never wears brown, o vt to cook 
<meat> until it becomes brown on the out¬ 
side. 

Brown [braon], Capability (1715-1783) a Brit¬ 
ish landscape gardener who designed gar¬ 
dens to look natural, when the fashionable 
style was formal. 

Brown, Charlie a US cartoon character, a boy 
with a large round head and very little hair. 
He usually feels sorry for himself and has 
bad luck. 

Brown, John (1800-1859) a US campaigner 
against slavery. A song about him, John 
Brown's Body, was popular during the Ameri¬ 
can Civil War. 

brown-bag vi us to take one’s lunch to 
school, work etc in a brown paper bag. 

brownie ['brauni] « a flat square piece of rich 
chocolate cake. 

♦ Brownie n a junior member of the Guides 
or Girl Scouts. 

Brownie point n an amount of approval that 
one thinks somebody will get for doing 
something to help or please somebody else 
(informal and humorous use) □ He's just trying to 
get or score Brownie points with the boss. 

brown paper n strong brown paper that is 
normally used for wrapping packages, 

brown rice n rice that has not had its outer 
covering removed. 

brownstone ['braunstoun] n a type of house 
built of red-brown stone, common in New 
York City. 

brown sugar n sugar that has a dark color 
because it has not been refined or because it 
has only partly been refined. 

Brown v. the Board of Education of Tope¬ 
ka, Kansas [-ta'piika-] « a famous court case 
in the USA in 1954. The decision meant 
that black people could go to the same 
schools as white people, 

browse [brauz] vi -1. [customer] to look at the 
tilings for sale in a relaxed way without 
looking for anything in particular □ "Can I 
help you, sir?" — "No thanks, I'm just browsing." 
-2. [person] to look through a magazine, 
book, computer file etc quickly, reading only 
parts of it □ He browsed through the news¬ 
papers. -3. [cow, deer, goat] to eat plants, 
leaves etc in a slow relaxed way. 

bruise [bru:z] o n -1. [on one's face, arm] a 
brownish or blue mark on the skin that is 
the result of an injury, especially one caused 
by being hit by somebody or something □ 
She had a dark bruise beneath her eye. -2. [on 

fruit] an area on the skin of a piece of fruit 
that is darker and softer than the rest, e.g. 
because it has been dropped or squashed, 
o vt -1. [knee, fruit] to make one or more 
bruises on <sthg>. -2. to hurt <sb’s feelings, 
ego> etc □ You've just bruised his ego, that's all. 
o vi [person, fruit] Soft fruit bruises easily. 

bruised [bru:zd] adj -1. [face, arm, apple] that 
has a bruise or bruises on it. -2. [ego, feel¬ 

ings] hurt by a particular event or situation, 

brunch [brAntf] n a meal eaten in the late 
morning instead of breakfast and lunch. 

Brunei [’bruinai] a country in northern Bor¬ 
neo. size: 5,765 sq kms. population: 300,000 
(Bruneians), capital: Bandar Seri Begawan. 
language: Malay, currency: Brunei dollar. 

Brunei [brui'nel], Isambard Kingdom (1806- 
1859) a British engineer and inventor who 
designed some of the world's largest bridges 
and ships. 

brunette [bru'net] n a girl or woman with 
brown hair. 

brunt [brAnt] n to bear or take the brunt of sthg 
[of an attack, somebody's anger] to be affected 
by the worst or main part of sthg □ The front 
of the building bore the full brunt of the explosion. 

brush [brAj] o n -1. an object made of hairs, 
fibers, or bristles attached to a handle that is 
used for cleaning or tidying something, or 
for spreading a substance, e.g. paint, on a 
surface □ a dustpan and brush. -2. to have a 
brush with death/the law to experience a 
situation in which one is almost killed/ 
arrested. 
o vt -1. [one’s hair, an animal's coat] to tidy 
<sthg> with a brush; [one's teeth, shoes] to 
clean <sthg> with a brush. -2. to brush sthg 
away/back etc to move sthg away/back etc 
by touching it quickly and lightly with one’s 
hands or fingers □ He brushed the mosquito 
away. □ She brushed the crumbs off her sweater. 
-3. [face, wall] to touch <sb/sthg>very lightly 
without meaning to □ His hand brushed her 
cheek. 

♦ brush aside vt sep to brush sthg aside [com¬ 
plaint, accusation, worry] to treat sthg as if it is 
not important □ She brushed aside doubts over 
her fitness with a fine win. 
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♦ brush off vt sep to brush sb off to ignore or 
be rude to sb □ / tried to speak to him, but he 
just brushed me off. 

♦ brush up vt sep to brush sthg up (one's Eng¬ 

lish, math, typing] to improve one’s knowl¬ 
edge or standard of sthg □ You really should 
brush up your French before we go. 

♦ brush up on vt fus to brush up on sthg to 
brush up sthg. 

brushed [brAjt] adj [nylon, cotton] that has 
been specially treated to make it softer, 

brush-off n to give sb the brush-off to reject sb 
very rudely (informal use) □ / tried to speak to 
James, but he just gave me the brush-off. 

brushwood [’brA/wod] n -1. small bushes and 
trees that grow all over an area of land. 
-2. dead branches and twigs that have bro¬ 
ken off trees. 

brushwork [,brAj'w3:rk] n the way in which a 
particular artist uses a brush to paint pic¬ 
tures. 

brusque [US brAsk, GB brusk] adj [person] who 
speaks in short quick sentences and so 
seems impolite □ Don't be put off by his 
brusque manner. 

Brussels [’brAslz] the capital of Belgium and 
the headquarters of the European Commis¬ 
sion, the European Council of Ministers, and 
NATO, population: 136,424. 

brussels sprout « a green vegetable that 
looks like a very small cabbage and grows 
on the side of a tall stem, 

brutal [‘bruitl] adj -1. [person, treatment] that is 
cruel and violent □ the brutal murder of this 
young boy. -2. [truth, honesty] that one cannot 
ignore but finds hard to accept □ The brutal 
fact is, nobody will lend us any more money. 

brutality [bro'taebti] (pi brutalities) n [of a per¬ 

son, a killing] see brutal □ an act of brutality □ the 
brutalities he was subjected to at the hands of 
the enemy. 

brutalize, -ise ['bruitalaiz] vt -1. to make <sb> 
become cruel or uncaring □ a society brutal¬ 
ized by the atrocities of war. -2. to treat <sb> 
in a brutal way. 

brutally [' bruitli] adv: see brutal □ He had been 
brutally murdered. □ To be brutally frank, I hated 
every minute of it. 

brute [bruit] o adj brute strength/force great 
strength/force that somebody uses without 
needing to use skill or thought, o n -1. a 
large animal □ The poor brute can hardly move. 
-2. a man who is rough and violent □ He 
looks like a real brute. 

bs abbr of bill of sale. 

BS (abbr of Bachelor of Science) n US a science 
degree; a person who has this degree. 

BSA (abbr of Boy Scouts of America) n the BSA 
the association for scouts in the USA. 

BSc (abbr of Bachelor of Science) tt a science 
degree; a person who has this degree. 

BSE (abbr of bovine spongiform encephalopa¬ 
thy) n = mad cow disease (technical use). 

BSI (abbr of British Standards Institution) n the 
BSI in Britain, the organization that sets 

standards for units of measurement and 
controls the quality of manufactured goods. 

B-side n [of a single] the side of a record or 
cassette that contains a less well-known or 
important song. 

BSkyB [.biiskai'bi:] (abbr of British Sky Broad¬ 
casting) a British satellite' television compa- 
ny. 

BST abbr of British Summer Tqne. 

Bt. abbr of baronet. 

btu (abbr of British thermal unit) n a unit 
(1055.06 joules) used for measuring heat, 

bubble ['bAbl] o « a ball of air or gas inside a 
thin wall of liquid □ He was blowing bubbles 
through his straw. □ soap bubbles, o vi 
-1. [water, soup] to produce bubbles; to make 
the sound of bubbles being produced in a 
boiling liquid □ The percolator bubbled on the 
stove. -2. to bubble with sthg [with enthusiasm, 
confidence, excitement] to have a lot of sthg □ 
She was bubbling with excitement. 

bubble bath n a liquid or powder added to a 
bath to produce foam and a pleasant smell, 

bubble gum « a kind of chewing glim that 
one can blow bubbles with, 

bubblejet printer ['bAbld3et-} n a, printer that 
sprays ink to produce letters on (the paper, 

bubbly ['bAbli] (compar bubblier, superl bubbli¬ 
est) o adj -1. [water, wine] that is full of bub¬ 
bles. -2. [person] who is lively and cheerful □ 
She has a very bubbly personality, o n cham¬ 
pagne (informal use). , 

Bucharest [.biuika'rest] the capital of Romania 
and its largest city, population: 2,064,474. 

buck [bAk] (pi sense 1 buck or bucks) o n 
-1. zoology the male of certain animals, e.g. 
a rabbit, deer, or goat. -2. a dollar □ It cost 
me fifty bucks. ■ to make a fast or quick buck 
to make money quickly and easily, especial¬ 
ly by doing something dishonest (informal 
use). -3. phrases the buck stops here a phrase 
used to say that one is responsible for 
something and will not pass the responsibil¬ 
ity on to somebody else. ■ to pass the buck 
to avoid taking responsibility for something 
by saying that somebody else is responsible 
for it. 
o vi [horse] to jump in the air with all four 
feet off the ground. 
o vt -1. [horse] to throw off <a rider> by 
bucking. -2. to buck a trend to do something 
that is different from a trend □ True, some 
markets have fallen sharply, but others have 
bucked the trend. ■ to buck the system to do 
something that a system tries to stop people 
doing. 

♦ buck up o vt sep (informal use) -1. to buck 
sb up to help sb to feel more cheerful a 
That's good news — it's really bucked me up! 
-2. to buck one's ideas up to make an effort 
to improve one’s behavior, performance etc 
□ You need to buck your ideas up, young man! 
o vi (informal use) -1. to hurry up □ Buck up! 
We're late! -2. to start being more cheerful □ 
Buck up! Don't look so sad! 

bucket [’bAkot] n an open container with a 
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handle that is usually made of metal or plas¬ 
tic and is used for holding and carrying wa¬ 
ter, sand etc; the contents of this container 
□ The bucket was full. □ a bucket of water. 

♦ buckets tipi buckets of sthg a lot of sthg (in¬ 
formal use) □ They've got buckets of money/time. 

Buckingham Palace ['bAkigam-l the official 
home of the British royal family in central 
London. 

Buckinghamshire ['bAkigamJV] a county in 
southern England, size: 1,883 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 627,300. administrative center: Ayles¬ 

bury. 

buckle ['bAkl] o n a metal fastener at one end 
of a belt or strap with a spike that fits into a 
hole in the other end. o vt [belt, shoe] to fas¬ 
ten <sthg> with a buckle, o vi -1. [wheel, 
metal] to make sthg bend out of shape o The 
girders buckled in the heat. -2. [legs, knees] to 
bend because one is extremely weak or tired 
□ Her legs buckled (under her) and she collapsed. 

♦ buckle down vi to start working seriously 
at something □ It's about time you buckled 
down to those reports. 

♦ buckle up vi US to fasten one’s safety belt. 

Bucks abbr of Buckinghamshire. 

buck's fizz n GB a drink made from cham¬ 
pagne and orange juice, 

buckshot 1'bAkjDt] n balls of lead that are 
shot from a gun, used especially for hunting 
animals and birds. 

buckskin ['bAkskin] « soft, strong, yellow-gray 
leather made from the skin of a deer □ a pair 
of buckskin gloves. 

buckteeth [bwk'tiiG] npl front teeth that stick 
out. 

buckthorn ['bAk0o:rn] n a small tree or shrub 
found in the Northern hemisphere that has 
thorns, small green flowers, and blue-black 
berries. 

buckwheat ['bAkwiit] n cereal with a small 
black grain used for making flour and feed¬ 
ing animals. 

bud [bAd] (yt & py budded, cont budding) o « a 
small pointed growth on the stem of a plant 
that opens up to become a flower or leaf □ a 
■flower bud. ■ to nip sthg in the bud to stop 
sthg at an early stage before it becomes fully 
developed □ It's best to nip this sort of behavior 
in the bud. o vi Itree, plant] to grow buds. 

Budapest [,blu:da'pest] ;the capital of Hungary 
and its largest city, ’on the Danube, popula¬ 
tion: 2,016,774. 

Buddha ['buds] (563-483 BC) a name given to 
Gautama Siddhartha, an Indian religious 
teacher who founded Buddhism. 

Buddhism ['bodizm] « an Eastern religion 
based on the teachings of Buddha. 

Buddhist ['budist] o n a follower of Bud¬ 
dhism. o adj: a Buddhist monk/temple. 

budding I'bAdir)] adj a budding poet/artist etc a 
person who is trying to make a career of be¬ 
ing a poet/an artist etc and looks as if they 
will become successful. 

buddy ['bAdi] (yl buddies) n a friend (informal 

use). 

budge [bAd3] o vt to make <sb/sthg> move □ 
The drawer's stuck and I can't budge it. o vi 
-1. to move slightly □ The car won't budge. □ 
He hasn't budged from his chair all day. -2. to 
change one’s opinion about something □ She 
refuses to budge on the issue. □ It's no good, his 
mind's made up and he won't budge. 

budgerigar ['bAd3ariga:r] n a small green, yel¬ 
low, or blue bird that is often kept in a cage 
as a pet and can copy people’s voices, 

budget [’bAd33t] o « -1. a plan that shows 
how much money a person or organization 
has available and how it will be spent □ / 
have drawn up a budget for the project. -2. the 
amount of money available for a particular 
purpose or to a particular person or group □ 
Our budget won't stretch that far. 
o vt [money, time] to plan how to spend 
<sthg> □ These are our budgeted requirements 
for next year. 
o vi to make a plan of how one is going to 
spend the money that one has available □ 
We'll have to budget carefully to make the money 
last. 
o adj [travel, vacation, price] cheap □ budget ac¬ 
commodation. 

♦ Budget n politics a statement made by a 
government that gives details about the 
money they will collect from taxes and how 
they plan to spend it. 

♦ budget for o vt fus to budget for sthg to in¬ 
clude the cost of sthg in one’s budget □ / 
hadn't budgeted for two more members of staff. 

budget account « -1. an account at a depart¬ 
ment store that allows customers to make 
monthly payments for the things they have 
bought. -2. an account with a bank that cus¬ 
tomers can make regular payments into for 
household bills. 

budgetary [us 'bAd33teri, GB -itri] adj [policy, 
planning] that is connected with the money a 
person or organization has and how they 
spend it □ budgetary constraints. 

budgie ['bAd3i] n = budgerigar (informal use). 

Buenos Aires [.bweinas'airiz] the capital of Ar¬ 
gentina and its largest city, population: 
2,960,976. 

buff [bAf] o adj [envelope, file] pale brown, o « 
a person who knows a lot about a particular 
subject and is enthusiastic about it (informal 
use) □ a movie buff. 

buffalo ['bAfaloo] (yl buffalo or buffaloes or buf¬ 
falos) n -1. a large animal like a cow that 
has curved horns and lives mainly in Africa. 
-2. an animal like a cow with a large head 
and a humped back that used to be com¬ 
mon in North America. 

Buffalo Bill fbAfalou'bil] (1846-1917) a US 
army scout who later became an entertain¬ 
er, touring the USA and Europe with his 
Wild West Show. His real name was William 
Cody. 

buffer ['bAfar] n -1. a person or thing that pro¬ 
tects somebody or something from harm □ 
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The welfare state acts as a buffer against ex¬ 
treme poverty. -2. computing a part of a com¬ 
puter’s memory where data can be stored 
temporarily. -3. GB rail = bumper. 

buffer state « a small, usually neutral, coun¬ 
try that is situated between two larger rival 
countries and reduces the chances of conflict 
between them. 

buffet1 [US ba'fei, GB 'bufei] n -1. a meal, usu¬ 
ally at a party or organized event, where 
people serve themselves prepared food from 
a table and often eat it standing up a a buffet 
lunch/meal. -2. a place in a train or bus sta¬ 
tion where one can buy food or drink and 
sit down to have it □ the station buffet. -3. = 
buffet car. 

buffet2 ['bAfat] vt to keep pushing against 
<sb/sthg> violently □ We were buffeted by the 
wind. 

buffet car [US ba'fei-, GB 'bufei-] « a part of a 
train where drinks, sandwiches etc are sold. 

buffoon [ba'fuin] n a person who behaves in a 
way one thinks is ridiculous and foolish 
(old-fashioned use). 

bug [bAg] (pt & pp bugged, cont bugging) o « 

-1. any small insect. -2. medicine a minor ill¬ 
ness, e.g. a cold or a stomach infection, that 
is easily caught from another person □ 
There's a bug going around at the moment. □ a 
stomach bug. -3. technology a small device 
that is hidden in somebody’s home, tele¬ 
phone etc in order to listen secretly to their 
conversations. -4. computing a small fault in 
a computer program. -5. the travel/gardening 

etc bug a very strong and often sudden en¬ 
thusiasm for travel/gardening etc (informal 
use) □ He's been bitten by the music bug. 
o vt -1. to put a bug in <sb’s room, tele¬ 
phono etc. -2. to annoy <sb> (informal use) 
□ Quit bugging me! 

bugbear ['bAgbesr] n something that one gen¬ 
erally finds very annoying or worrying □ 
Junk mail is a real bugbear of mine. 

buggerv ['bAgsr[ GB (very informal use) On-1. a 
word used to talk to or about an unpleasant 
person in a way that shows one is annoyed 
by them □ He's a selfish bugger. -2. a word 
used to pretend to be rude about somebody 
one likes as a joke □ You silly bugger! -3. a 
word used to describe a difficult task or job 
or something that causes a problem □ Having 
to get up at five each morning is a real bugger. 
o excl a word used to show that one is an¬ 

noyed. 
♦ bugger offv vi bugger off! go away! (very 

informal use). 
buggy ['bAgi] (pi buggies) n -1. a small car¬ 

riage that is pulled by one horse. -2. a vehi¬ 
cle for a baby or young child that is pushed. 

bugle ['bju:gl[ n a small brass musical instru¬ 
ment, similar to a trumpet but smaller and 
simpler, that is used especially in the army. 

build [bild] (ft & pp built) o vt -1. [house, 
bridge, aircraft] to make <sthg> by joining 
separate parts together □ They re building a 
new supermarket on the edge of town. ■ to be 
built of sthg [of bricks, wood] to be built using 

sthg as the main material □ Most of these of¬ 
fice buildings are built of reinforced concrete. 
-2. [relationship, society] to develop or create 
<sthg> gradually and carefully □ They are try¬ 
ing to build a better world. -3. to build sthg into 
a wall/room etc to build sthg so that it is 
part of a wall/room etc and not just fixed to 
it □ The lighting is built into the ceiling. -4. to 
build sthg into a system/contract etc to make 
sthg part of a system/contract etc □ A month¬ 
ly allowance is built into the agreement, 
o n the shape or size of a person’s body □ a 
man of medium/large build. 

♦ build on o vt sep to build sthg on sthg to 
use sthg as the basis of sthg else □ This com¬ 
pany is built on democratic principles, o vt fus to 
build on sthg [on success, a relationship, result] 
to develop sthg further □ We must build on 
the progress we have made this year. 

♦ build up o vt sep -1. to build sthg up [speed, 
business, reputation] to gradually increase the 
size or amount of sthg □ Over the years we've 
built up a lot of international contacts. -2. to 
build sthg up [trust, confidence, hatred] to de¬ 
velop sthg so that one feels it more strongly 
□ It takes a while to build up trust between doc¬ 
tor and patient, o vi [clouds, traffic, tension] to 
increase or develop gradually □ The anger 
was building up inside her, waiting to explode. 

♦ build upon vt sep & vt fus = build on. 

builder ['bildol n a person whose job is to 
build or repair houses and other buildings. 

building ['bildiij] n -1. a structure, e.g. a house 
or factory, that has waills and a roof □ an of¬ 
fice building. -2. the work of building houses, 
bridges etc □ building materials □ the building 
industry/trade □ Building work began last month. 

building and loan association n us an or¬ 
ganization that keeps money for people 
who want to save it and uses it to give 
loans to people who want to buy a home. 

building block n -1. one of a set of wooden 
or plastic blocks used as a toy for a child to 
build things with. -2. one of the basic parts 
that go together to make something. 

building contractor n a person whose job is 
to organize the building of houses, offices 
etc. 

building site n a place where a building is 
being built. 

building society « GB an organization that 
keeps money for people who want to save 
it and uses it to lend money to people who 
want to buy a home □ a building society ac¬ 

count. 
buildup ['bildAp] « [of traffic, weapons, troops] a 

gradual increase in the number or amount 
of people or things at a particular time □ 
There are fears of a military buildup in the region. 
□ There will be a big publicity buildup to the 
launch. □ 'Prevents the buildup of limescale in 
kettles and irons.' 

built [bilt] o past tense dl past participle of 
build, o adj to be built for sthg/to do sthg to 
be specially designed for sthg/to do sthg □ 
This vehicle is not built for speed/to carry heavy 
loads. □ Our shoes are built to last. 
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built-in adj [closet, clause, safety device] that 
has been built into something, 

built-up adj a built-up area an area where 
there are a lot of buildings, 

bulb [bAlb] n -1. electricity the rounded glass 
part of an electric lamp that produces light □ 
a 7 00-watt bulb □ a naked bulb. -2. [of a flower, 
plant] the rounded root of some plants, e.g. a 
daffodil, onion, or tulip, that the plant 
grows from □ a tulip bulb. -3. [of an object! a 
rounded part on an object such as a ther¬ 
mometer. 

bulbous ['bAlbas] adj [nose, shape) that looks 
large, round, and unattractive. 

Bulgaria [bAl'gearia] a country in southeastern 
Europe, on the Black Sea, between Romania 
and Greece. It was a Communist state from 
1947 to 1989. size: 111,000 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 9,000,000 (Bulgarians). capital: Sofia. 
language: Bulgarian, currency: lev. 

bulge [bAld3] o n -1. [on a surface! a rounded 
mass that forms on a normally flat surface □ 
There was a strange bulge on the wall. -2. [in the 
population, birthrate] a sudden, but temporary, 
increase, o vi to stick out and form a round¬ 
ed mass, especially because there is not 
enough space □ His stomach bulged out over 
his belt. ■ to be bulging with sthg [bag, case, 
folder] to be so full of sthg that it bulges □ 
The file was bulging with papers. 

bulging ['bAld3ig] adj [pocket, bag, file] that is 
so full that it bulges; [stomach, muscle] that is 
so large that it bulges; [eyes, veins] that seem 
to stick out, especially because of emotion 
or physical effort. 

bulimia [bjo'limia], bulimia nervosa [bju.lim- 
laiwd'vousa] n a medical condition in which 
people, especially young women, eat large 
amounts of food, usually secretly, and then 
make themselves sick. 

bulimic [bju'limik] o adj who is suffering from 
bulimia, o « a bulimic person, 

bulk [bAlk] on-1. [of an object] the large size 
of something □ The package was a problem be¬ 
cause of its sheer bulk. -2. [of a person, animal] a 
body that is large and heavy □ He lowered his 
bulk onto the sofa. -3. in bulk [buy, sell] in large 
quantities □ We find it's cheaper to buy in bulk. 
-4. the bulk of sthg most of sthg □ The bulk of 
complaints came from older viewers, o adj [or¬ 
der, sale, purchase] that involves something 
that is bought or sold in bulk □ We offer spe¬ 
cial bulk rates for orders of over 7 00 units. 

bulk buying [-'bang] n the act of buying 
goods in bulk. 

bulkhead ['bAlkhed] n a wall inside a ship or 
plane that divides it into separate parts, 

bulky ['bAlki] (compar bulkier, superl bulkiest) 
adj [package, equipment] large, heavy, and 
awkward to move or carry; [pullover, jacket] 
thick and large. 

bull [bul] n -1. farming a male cow. -2. 
zoology the male of some animals, e.g. an 
elephant or seal □ a bull elephant. -3. finance a 
person who buys shares when they think 
share prices are going to rise in order to sell 

them at a higher price later. -4.7 a word 
used to show that one thinks something is 
completely untrue (very informal use) □ That's 

a load of bull! 

bulldog ['buldDg] n a small strong dog with 
short legs, a short neck, and a large broad 

head. 

bulldog clip n GB a large metal clip with a 
spring, used for holding papers together. » 

bulldoze ['buldouz] vt -1. [earth, stones, trees] to 
move or remove <sthg> with a bulldozer in 
order to make a level surface □ Whole villages 
have been bulldozed flat. -2. [building] to de¬ 
stroy <sthg> with a bulldozer. -3. to bull¬ 
doze sb into sthg to force sb into sthg □ He 
was bulldozed into selling. ■ to bulldoze one's 
way into/through sthg to force one’s way 
into/through sthg □ She bulldozed her way to 
the top of the business. 

bulldozer [’buldouza1] n a powerful vehicle 
with a metal blade at the front that is used 
to knock down buildings, move earth etc. 

bullet fbulit] n -1. [for a gun] a small metal ob¬ 
ject with a pointed end that is fired from a 
gun. -2. printing a large dot used in texts to 
show the start of an important section. 

bulletin [’bulatan] n -1. a short news report or 
an official public statement about a matter 
of public interest that is broadcast on TV or 
on the radio □ We will be bringing you news 
bulletins throughout the night. -2. a regular pub¬ 
lication or report produced by an organiza¬ 
tion, association etc. 

bulletin board n -1. a board on a wall on 
which notices are displayed. -2. computing a 
system that allows computer users to send 
each other messages and information. 

bullet-proof adj [vest, glass, car] that is de¬ 
signed to stop bullets passing through. 

bullfight [’bulfait] n a traditional form of en¬ 
tertainment in Spain and other countries in 
which a man fights and usually kills a bull. 

bullfighter [’bolfaitar] n a man who fights 
bulls in bullfights. 

bullfighting ['bulfaitig] n the act or sport of 
fighting bulls. 

bullion ['buljan] n gold or silver in the form of 
bars □ gold bullion. 

bullish [‘bulij] adj finance [market, trend] that 
shows a rise in prices; [person] who expects 
a rise in prices. 

bull market n a situation in which people 
buy shares because it appears that the price 
of shares is going to rise. 

bullock ['bubk] n a young bull that cannot 
breed. 

bullring ['bulrig] n a round area of ground sur¬ 
rounded by seats where bullfights take 
place. 

bull's-eye n the small circle at the center of a 
target in shooting, darts, or archery; a shot 
or throw with which one hits this circle. 

bullshit’*' ['bolfit] {p>t & pp> bullshitted, cont 
bullshitting) (vulgar use) On a word used to 
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show that one thinks something is untrue or 
a lie. o vi to talk nonsense. 

bull terrier n a strong dog with short, often 
white, hair and a long flat nose. 

bully ['bull] {pi bullies, pt & pf bullied) o « a 
person who acts in an aggressive and un¬ 
pleasant way to somebody who is weaker, 
e.g. to frighten them or to make them do 
something □ Don't be such a bully! o vt [stu¬ 

dent, staff] to behave in an aggressive and 
unpleasant way toward <sb who is weaker> 
□ She was bullied at school. ■ to bully sb into 
doing sthg to persuade sb to do sthg by be¬ 
ing aggressive and forceful □ Don't let him bul¬ 
ly you into going. 

bullying ['bulnr)] n aggressive and unpleasant 
behavior toward somebody who is weaker □ 
There is concern over increased bullying in 
schools. 

bulrush ['bulrAfl n a tall plant that grows near 
water and has a thick stem with a soft 
brown part at the top. 

bum [bAm] {ft & pp bummed, cont bum¬ 
ming) (informal use) n -1. a tramp. -2. a per¬ 
son who one thinks does not do any work 
and is very lazy □ You lazy bum! -3. GB one’s 
bottom. 

♦ bum around vi -1. to spend time being 
lazy and doing nothing worthwhile or 
useful □ He bums around at home all day watch¬ 
ing TV. -2. to travel from one place to anoth¬ 
er for pleasure, with very little money. 

bum bag n GB a small leather or plastic bag 
for valuables, worn on a belt outside one’s 
clothes. 

bumblebee ['bAmblbi:] « a large furry bee. 

bumbling ['bAmblig] adj [person] who seems 
clumsy, confused, and inefficient. 

bumf [bAmf] « GB written material containing 
information about an organization, service 
etc that is usually given out in large quan¬ 
tities and often considered boring (informal 
use). 

bump [bAmp] o n -1. [on one’s knee, head] a 
small round swelling on one’s body, often 
caused by hitting some object; [on the ground, 

a slope] an uneven raised part of a flat sur¬ 
face □ He's got a big bump on his head. □ There 
was a bump in the road. -2. [in an accident] a 
knock that a vehicle gets in an accident that 
is not very serious □ The car got a bump during 
the storm but nobody was hurt. -3. the dull 
heavy sound of something falling onto or 
hitting something else □ There was a loud 
bump from upstairs. 
o vt [one's head, knee, car] to hit <sthg> acci¬ 
dentally by knocking it against something 
else □ / bumped my elbow on/against the door, 
o vi to bump along [car, truck] to move over 
an uneven surface. 

♦ bump into vt fus -1. to bump into sb/sthg 
[into a table, door, child] to hit sb/sthg acciden¬ 
tally with a part of one’s body □ She kept 
bumping into things in the dark. -2. to bump 
into sb [friend, colleague] to meet sb by 
chance □ / bumped into him on my way home. 

bung 

♦ bump off vt sep to bump sb off to kill sb 
(informal use). 

♦ bump up vt sep to bump sthg up [sales, pro¬ 
duction, price] to increase sthg (informal use). 

bumper ['bAmpsr] o adj [harvest, crop, pack] 
larger than usual, o n -1. auto a bar fixed at 
the front and back of a car that protects it if 
it bumps into something. -2. US rail one of a 
pair of metal disks fixed to springs at both 
ends of a car or at the end of a railroad 
track to reduce the shock when cars bump 
against each other or when a train hits the 
end of the track. 

bumper-to-bumper adj [cars, traffic] driving 
slowly with each vehicle very close to the 
next one. 

bumpy ['bAmpi] {compar bumpier, superl bump¬ 
iest) adj -1. [surface, road, ground] that has 
many bumps. -2. [ride, trip] that is uncom¬ 
fortable because the road or surface has 
many bumps. 

bun [bAn] n -1. US a small round loaf of bread 
for one person □ a hamburger bun. -2. a small 
sweet roll that often contains currants or 
spices □ a fruit bun. -3. a hairstyle consisting 
of long hair gathered in a round shape at 
the top or back of the head □ She wore her 
hair in a bun. 

bunch [bAntf] o n -1. [of people] a group of 
people who are similar in some way □ 
They're a bunch of crooks. □ Her family are a 
strange bunch. -2. a bunch of flowers a num¬ 
ber of cut flowers that are tied or held to¬ 
gether □ a bunch of roses. -3. a bunch of 
grapes/bananas etc a number of grapes/ 
bananas etc that have grown together on 
the same stem. -4. a bunch of keys a number 
of keys that are held together with a 
keyring, piece of string etc. o vf to group or 
gather <several things> together to form a 
bunch □ We all sat bunched together in the back 
of the van. o vi [people] to form a small group 
with everybody very close to each other. 

♦ bunches npl GB a hairstyle for women and 
girls consisting of long hair gathered and 
tied in two sections, one on either side of 
the head □ She wore her hair in bunches. 

bundle ['bAndl] o n [of papers, clothes, wood] a 
number of things or pieces that are gath¬ 
ered, piled, or tied together □ He carried a 
large bundle of papers, o vt to push or put 
<sb/sthg> somewhere quickly and without 
being careful □ They were bundled into a wait¬ 
ing taxi. □ She bundled some clothes into a suit¬ 
case. □ IA/e were bundled off to school in a big 

car. 
♦ bundle up vt sep -1. to bundle sthg up [pa¬ 

pers, wood] to put sthg into bundles. -2. to 
bundle sb up to dress <sb> in warm clothes 
□ She bundled the baby up in a blanket. 

bundled software ['bAndld-J « the programs 
that are included in the price when one 
buys computer hardware and software to¬ 

gether. 

bung [bAg] on a round piece of rubber, 
wood, plastic etc used to close the hole in a 
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container, o vt GB to throw or put <sthg> 
somewhere in a careless way (informal use), 

bungalow ['bAijgalou) « a house with only 
one story. 

bunged up [bArjd-] adj to be bunged up [nose, 
drain] to be blocked (informal use), 

bungee-jumping ['bAnd3i:d3Amp[g[ « the sport 
of jumping from a bridge, building etc with 
an elastic cord attached to one’s body to 
prevent one from hitting the ground, 

bungle ['bAggl] vf [job, robbery, operation] to do 
<sthg> badly with the result that it fails, 

bunion ['bAnjsn] « a painful swelling on the 
first joint of one’s big toe. 

bunk [bArjk] n -1. [on a ship, train] a narrow bed 
attached to a wall. -2. = bunk bed. -3. a 
word used to describe something that one 
thinks is stupid and untrue (informal use) □ 
What a load of bunk! 

bunk bed n one of two beds fixed one above 
the other. 

bunker ['bApks1) n -1. military a building, of¬ 
ten built underground, that is used to pro¬ 
tect people from bombs and gunfire □ a con¬ 
crete bunker. -2. [for coal] a container or place 
for storing coal □ a coal bunker. -3. golf a 
large hole on a golf course that is filled with 
sand □ a sand bunker. 

Bunker Hill the place outside Boston where 
the first important battle of the American 
Revolution was fought, on June 17, 1775. 

bunkhouse ['bAgkhaus, pi -hauziz] n a building 
where the workers on a ranch sleep, 

bunny ['bAni] (pi bunnies) n a word used by 
children to refer to a rabbit, 

bunny hill n US a ski slope for beginners, 

bunny rabbit n = bunny. 
Bunsen burner [,bAnsn-] n a device used in lab¬ 

oratories for heating chemicals that pro¬ 
duces a strong flame using gas. 

bunting ['bAntirj] n small colored flags on a 
long string that are hung up in streets on 
special occasions □ The streets were decorated 
with bunting. 

buoy [US 'bun, GB boi] n a floating object that 
is attached to the bottom of a river or the 
sea by a rope or chain and marks the areas 
where boats can and cannot sail. 

♦ buoy up vt sep to buoy sb up to make sb 
feel more cheerful or confident, 

buoyancy [US 'burjansi, GB 'boisnsi] n: see buoy¬ 
ant □ a feeling of buoyancy. 

buoyant [US 'burjant, GB 'boiant] adj -1. [object] 
that can float in a liquid. -2. [person] who is 
optimistic and cheerful □ He was in a buoyant 
mood. 

burden ['b3:rdn] o « -1. a heavy object or load 
that a person or animal has to carry. -2. a 
person or thing that causes a lot of worry, 
work etc for the person who feels respon¬ 
sible for them □ She has become a burden on 
her family. □ Our long-term aim is to decrease the 
tax burden on the public, o vt to burden sb with 
sthg [with a problem, a responsibility, tax] to 
force sb to have to deal with sthg in addi¬ 

tion to what they already have □ / don't want 
to burden you with my problems/extra work. 

bureau ['bjuarou] (pi bureaux or bureaus) n 
-1. politics in the USA, a government de¬ 
partment. -2. business an office or agency 
that collects and provides information. 
-3. US [for clothes] a chest of drawers. -4. GB 
= writing bureau. 

bureaucracy [bjua'rokrasi] (pi bureaucracies) « * 
-1. a system of administration that employs 
a large number of officials; the officials who 
work in this system □ an overworked and inef¬ 
ficient bureaucracy. -2. administrative rules 
and procedures that are complicated and 
confusing □ He hates bureaucracy. 

bureaucrat ['bjuarakraet] « an official who 
works in a bureaucracy (disapproving use) □ 
I'm tired of dealing with government bureaucrats. 

bureaucratic fbjuara'krastik] adj [system, pro¬ 
cedure] that involves following the compli¬ 
cated rules of a particular organization and 
can be slow and frustrating □ The whole ex¬ 
perience was a bureaucratic nightmare. 

bureau de change [-dafa:nd3] (pi bureaux de 
change) « GB a place, e.g. a counter in a 
bank or travel agent’s, where customers can 
change money into another currency, 

bureaux ['bjuarooz] plural of bureau, 
burger ['b3:rgar] n a hamburger, 

burglar ['b3:rgbr] n a person who enters build¬ 
ings illegally and steals things, 

burglar alarm n an electronic device that 
makes a loud ringing noise when somebody 
tries to enter a building secretly and ille- 
gally. 

burglarize ['b3:rgbraiz] vt us [house, office] to 
enter <a building> illegally to steal things, 

burglary I'baTgbn] (pi burglaries) n the crime 
of burglarizing a building □ We reported the 
burglary to the police. 

burgle ['b3:rgl] vt GB = burglarize, 
burial ['berial] n the act or ceremony of bury¬ 

ing a dead person □ Chris wasn't at the burial. 

burial ground « a place where people are 
buried □ an ancient burial ground. 

Burke and Wills [,b3:rk3nd'wilz] Robert Burke 
(1821-1861) and William Wills (1834-1861), 
the first European explorers to cross Aus¬ 
tralia from the north to the south, in 1860. 

Burke's Peerage [,b3:rks-[ n a book that lists 
the names and titles of all the British aristo¬ 
cratic families. 

burly l'b3:rli] (compar burlier, superl burliest) adj 
[man] who is big, strong, and heavy. 

Burma ['b3:rni3] = Myanmar. 
Burmese [b3:r'mi:z] (pi Burmese) n & adj: see 

Myanmar. 

burn [b3irn] (pt & pp burned or burnt) o vi 
-1. [paper, car, building] to produce flames and 
great heat and be damaged or destroyed □ 
She could smell something burning upstairs. 
-2. [fuel, coal] to be able to start and continue 
to burn □ / can't get this wood to burn. 
-3. [candle, fire] to give heat or light after be¬ 
ing lit □ The lamps burned brightly. -4. [food] to 
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be spoiled by being cooked for too long or 
in heat that is too great □ The toast's burning! 
-5. [acid, alcohol, lotion) to cause a hot painful 
feeling when it is drunk or put on one’s 
skin. -6. [face, cheek) to feel very hot because 
one is ill or embarrassed. -7. [person, skin] to 
become sunburned □ / bum easily. -8. to burn 
with sthg [with anger, desirel to feel sthg very 
strongly □ He was burning with rage, 
o vt -1. [object, document, building] to destroy 
<sthg> by fire □ They were burning trash in the 
back yard. □ The house was burned to the 
ground. -2. [meat, toast, cake] to spoil <food> 
by cooking it for too long or in heat that is 
too great □ I've left the stove on and burned the 
vegetables! -3. [coal, wood, oil] to use <sthg 
that bums> as a fuel □ a wood-Zcoal-burning 
stove. -4. [person, skin, hand] to damage the 
skin of <sb or part of sb’s body> by heat, 
fire, or chemicals □ / burned myself on the 
oven. □ / got badly burned in the sun. 
o ti -1. [on a person] a wound caused by 
burning □ / got a nasty burn from the iron. □ a 
burn mark. -2. [on an object, fabric! a mark or 
hole caused by burning □ a cigarette/acid burn. 

♦ burn down o vt sep to burn sthg down 
[town, building] to destroy sthg by fire □ Fire/ 
An arsonist burned down the factory, o vi 
-1. [town, building] His house burned down in the 
fire. -2. [fire, candle] to bum less brightly. 

♦ burn out o vt sep to burn oneself out to 
make oneself ill or very tired by working or 
exercising too hard over a period of time (in¬ 
formal use), o vi [fire] to stop burning because 
there is no wood, coal etc left to bum. 

♦ burn up o vt sep to burn sthg up [fuel, ener¬ 
gy] to use a lot of <sthg> □ Swimming is a 
good way of burning up excess calories, o vi 
[rocket, satellite] to be destroyed by fire, espe¬ 
cially when re-entering the Earth’s atmos¬ 
phere. 

burner ['b3:rn3r[ tt one of the parts of a stove 
that produces flames or heat. 

burning ['b3:rmr)] o adj -1. [desert, heat, sunl 
very hot □ / could feel the burning heat of the 
flames. -2. [face, cheek] that feels hot because 
one is ill or embarrassed. -3. a burning 
interest/desire etc a very strong interest/ 
desire etc □ It was her burning ambition to fly a 
plane. ■ a burning question or issue a subject 
that people are thinking about and feel 
strongly about at a particular time. -4. [car, 
wreckage] that is on fire □ They pulled his body 
out of the burning ruins of the house, o adv 
burning hot very hot □ a burning hot day. 

burnish ['b3:rnij[ vt [metal, surface] to polish 
<sthg> so that it shines. 

burnout ['b3:rnaut[ n -1. [of a machine] a break¬ 
down caused by overheating. -2. [of a person] 
illness or extreme tiredness that is caused by 
working too hard over a period of time. 

Burns ('b3:rnz[, Robert (1759-1796) a Scottish 
poet who wrote many poems about love 
and everyday country life. He is considered 
the national poet of Scotland. 

Burns Night n January 25, the anniversary of 
the birth of Robert Burns. Scottish people 

celebrate it by eating traditional Scottish 
food, reading Bums’ poetry, and singing his 
songs. 

burnt [b3:rnt] past tense dl past participle of 
burn. 

burnt-out adj -1. [building, carl that has been 
completely destroyed by fire □ the burnt-out 
shell of a house. -2. [person] who is ill or very 
tired because they have done too much 
work or exercise over a period of time □ If 
you're not careful, you'll be burnt-out by the time 
you're forty. 

burp [b3:rp] o vi [person] to make a noise by 
letting gas from the stomach out through 
the mouth (informal use), o vt to make <a 
baby> bring up air from its stomach after 
eating by rubbing or gently hitting its back, 
o n an act of burping (informal use) □ He gave 
a loud burp. 

burrow [US 'b3:roo, GB 'bAr-[ On a hole in the 
ground that an animal, e.g. a rabbit or mole, 
digs and uses as a place to live, o vi 
-1. [rabbit, mole, worm] to dig a hole in the 
ground. -2. [person) to search with one’s 
hands for something that is among other 
things or in a container □ She burrowed 
around in her pockets for a coin. 

bursar ['b3:rs3r[ n a person whose job is to 
control the money and spending of an insti¬ 
tution □ the school/college bursar. 

bursary ['b3:rsari[ {pi bursaries) n GB an 
amount of money given to somebody by an 
institution or organization so that they can 
study. 

burst [b3:rst] [pt & pp burst) o vi -1. [tire, pipe, 
dam] to break or split open, usually in one 
place, so that everything that is inside sud¬ 
denly comes out □ The balloon burst in my 
face. -2. to burst open [door, lid] to open sud¬ 
denly and violently □ Suddenly the door burst 
open and Dave rushed in. -3. to burst into/out 
of a place to enter/leave a place suddenly 
and noisily □ He burst into/out of the room, m to 
burst in on sb to suddenly and noisily enter 
a place where sb is, often interrupting some¬ 
thing they are doing □ Sorry to burst in on you 

like this. 
o vt [tire, pipe, dam) Don't blow up the balloon 
too much, you'll burst it! 
o n [of gunfire, activity] a sudden period of 
something □ There was a burst of applause. 

♦ burst into vt fus -1. to burst into tears/ 
laughter/flames to suddenly start crying/ 
laughing/buming. -2. to burst into flower or 
bloom to produce a lot of flowers suddenly 
□ Every summer the roses burst into flower. 

♦ burst out vt fus -1. to burst out sthg to say 
sthg suddenly □ "What's going to happen to 
me?" she burst out. -2. to burst out laughing/ 
crying to start laughing/crying suddenly. 

bursting ['b3:rstir)] ad) -1. to be bursting [bag, 
room, town] to be so full that there is no 
room for anything else; [person] to feel that 
one has eaten so much that one cannot eat 
anything more □ The room was bursting with 
people. □ / can't eat any more, I'm bursting. 
-2. to be bursting with sthg [with excitement, 
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pride, energy] to be very full of sthg □ She 
was bursting with enthusiasm/health. -3. to be 
bursting to do sthg to be very eager to do 
sthg □ They were bursting to tell us the news. 

bury [’beri] (pt & ff buried) vt -1. [person] to 
put <sb who is dead> into a grave □ He was 
buried in his home town. -2. [object] to hide 
<sthg> by putting it in a hole in the ground 
and covering it with earth □ buried treasure. 
-3. to bury one's face/head in sthg to press 
one’s face/head against sthg □ She buried her 
face in her hands/the pillow. -4. to bury oneself 
in sthg [in work, a book] to give all one’s time 
or attention to sthg. 

bus [bAs] (pi buses or busses, ft & ff bused or 

bussed, cont busing or bussing) o « -1. a 
large motor vehicle that carries passengers 
who pay for trips along a fixed route □ We 
got on/off the bus. □ I travel to work by bus. □ a 
bus route/service. □ How much is the bus fare? 
-2. computing an electronic channel through 
which data is transferred between parts of a 
computer, o vt -1. to take <students> by 
bus to a school in a different area. -2. to bus 
tables US to work as a busboy in a restau¬ 
rant. 

busboy ['bAsboi] n US a young man whose job 
is to take away dirty dishes from tables in a 
restaurant. 

bus conductor n GB a person whose job is to 
collect fares from passengers on a bus. 

bus driver n a person whose job is to drive 
buses. 

bush [buj] n -1. botany a large plant with 
many branches that is smaller than a tree. 
-2. the bush the wild area of a hot country, 
e.g. in Africa or Australia, where few people 
live. -3. to beat around US or about GB the 
bush to avoid saying something directly, 
usually because it is unpleasant or embar¬ 
rassing □ There's no need to beat around the 
bush, just tell me what the problem is. 

bushel ['bojl] n a unit (US 35.24 liters, GB 36.4 
liters) for measuring amounts of cereals or 
vegetables. 

bushfire [1 boJ"faior] rt a fire that has gotten out 
of control in a wild area of a hot country. 

bushy ['boji] (comfar bushier, suferl bushiest) 
adj [hair, beard, tail] that is very thick; [plant, 
tree] that has many branches and leaves 
growing close together. 

busily ['bizili] adv: see busy □ John was busily 
preparing dinner when I arrived. 

business ['biznas] « -1. [of a company] the ac¬ 
tivity of buying and selling goods or services 
to make money □ I'm in the travel/fashion busi¬ 
ness. □ The firm has been in business for 25 
years. □ She's decided to go into business on her 
own. □ He does a lot of business with German 
companies. □ How's business? □ We've lost busi¬ 
ness to foreign competitors. □ business interests/ 
hours □ the business community □ a business 
trip/partner. ■ to be/go on business [person] to 
be/go somewhere because of work and not 
for pleasure □ I'm here on business. □ Are you 
traveling on business? ■ to go out of business 
[person, company] to stop trading, usually be¬ 

cause one is not making enough money □ 
Meadgate Leisure went out of business three 
years ago. -2. an organization that buys and 
sells goods or provides a service □ He runs 
the family business. □ I'd like to set up a business 
of my own one day. -3. one's business some¬ 
thing that is one’s responsibility, problem 
etc and does not concern other people □ 
"Can Dan afford it?" — "That's his business." □ 4 
It's none of your business how I spend my time. 
• to have no business doing or to do sthg to 
have no right to do sthg □ He had no business 
telling you what to do. ■ mind your own busi¬ 
ness! stop taking an interest in things that 
do not concern you (informal use). -4. a word 
used to describe an event, activity, situation 
etc that one finds unusual or disapproves of 
□ It's a strange/dirty business. □ This strike busi¬ 
ness has gone on for long enough. -5. phrase to 
mean business to be serious about what one 
is doing or threatening to do (informal use) □ 
When Carson says he'll take you to court, he 
means business. 

business address « the address of the com¬ 
pany where one works, 

business card « a card that somebody in 
business gives to their customers and to 
people they meet, and that shows their 
name, job, business address etc. 

business class « the standard of service and 
seating on a plane that is cheaper than first 
class and more expensive than tourist class 
□ / always fly business class. 

business hours ttfl the hours when stores 
and offices are open. 

businesslike [’biznaslaik] adj [person] who is 
efficient and does not waste time on unnec¬ 
essary things □ in a businesslike manner. 

businessman ['biznasmsn] (pi businessmen 
[-men]) n a man who is in business, especial¬ 
ly a manager of a company, 

business park n an area, usually outside a 
town, planned as a place where businesses 
and offices can be built, 

business plan ti a document that explains a 
project that a company wants to carry out, 
and the costs and profits involved in it. 

business reply mail « the system in which a 
company pays the cost of postage for the 
letters it receives. 

business school « a school or college that 
specializes in subjects connected with busi¬ 
ness, e.g. management and commerce, 

business suit « US a man’s suit that is worn 
at work rather than at a formal occasion, 

businesswoman [’biznaswuman] (pi business¬ 
women) n a woman who is in business, es¬ 
pecially a manager of a company, 

busker [’bAskar] n GB a person who sings or 
plays music in a public place such as a street 
or subway station in order to get money, 

bus lane n a lane on a wide street where 
only buses are allowed to drive, 

bus shelter n a structure at a bus stop that 
has a roof and three sides to protect people 
waiting there from the weather. 
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bus Station n a place where buses begin and 
end their trips. 

bus stop n a place, usually marked by a pole 
or shelter, where buses stop to let people 
get on or off. 

bust [bAst] (yt & pp bust or busted) o tt -1. [of 
a woman] a woman's breasts; the measure¬ 
ment around a woman’s body at the level of 
her breasts □ Take the measurement just below 
the bust. □ What bust size are you? -2. [by an 
artist] a sculpture of a person’s head and 
shoulders □ a marble bust. -3. [by the police] a 
situation in which the police go into a place 
quickly and unexpectedly and arrest people 
there for an illegal activity (informal use) □ a 
drugs bust. 
o vt (informal use) -1. [watch, machine, leg] to 
break <sthg> □ She bust my calculator. -2. [per- 
sonl to arrest <sb> □ Stein was busted by the 
state police for possession of heroin. -3. [house, 
party] to go into <a place> quickly and unex¬ 
pectedly to arrest people there for an illegal 
activity □ The party was busted by the police, 
o vi [watch, machine, leg] (informal use) □ The 
bag has bust. 
o adj (informal use) -1. [watch, machine] bro¬ 
ken □ The radio's bust. -2. to go bust [person, 
company] to go bankrupt □ The firm went bust. 

bustle fbAsl] o tt energetic and noisy activity 
□ / miss the bustle of the city streets, o vi to 
move somewhere quickly in a determined 
and energetic way □ She was bustling around 
in the kitchen. 

bustling f'bAslirj] adj [city, market] that is full of 
bustle □ the bustling city streets. 

bust-up n (informal use) -1. a fight caused by 
an argument □ There was a bust-up at the bar 
last night. -2. [of a marriage, relationship] a quar¬ 
rel that ends a relationship □ They've had a 
bust-up. 

busy f'bizi] (cotttpar busier, superl busiest) 
o adj -1. [person] who has a lot to do and so 
is active and does not have much free time 
□ She likes to keep busy. □ Can I call you back? 
I'm busy at the moment, o He's busy drafting the 
new contracts. -2. [week, town, office] that is 
full of activity □ August is our busiest time of 
the year. -3. to be busy [phone, line] to be al¬ 
ready in use, so that one hears the busy sig¬ 
nal □ / tried to call you, but the line was busy, 
o vt to busy oneself to keep oneself busy 
□ She busied herself looking for a new job. 

busybody ['bizibDdi] (yl busybodies) « a per¬ 
son who likes to become involved in mat¬ 
ters that concern other people and not 
themselves (disapproving use). 

busy lizzie l-'lizi] n a pot plant that has pink, 
red, or white flowers. 

busy signal n US the sound that one hears on 
the telephone when the number that one 
has dialed is already being used. 

but [stressed bAt, unstressed bat] o con] -1. used 
before something that contrasts with what 
has just been said □ Things are looking bad, but 
we'll pull through. □ I'd love to meet them, but 
not today. -2. used to add something to what 
one has just said □ She's like me, but taller. □ 

"Have you met him?" — "No, but I've heard a lot 
about him." -3. used after “I’m sorry”, “ex¬ 
cuse me” etc □ I'm sorry, but I still think that my 
idea is best. □ Excuse me, but I couldn't help 
hearing what you were saying. -4. used to show 
that one is surprised, shocked, pleased, an¬ 
gry etc □ "He says it's your fault." — "But I 
wasn't even there!" -5. used when changing 
the subject □ That's very interesting, but let me 
tell you something that'll surprise you. 
o prey everyone but Joe everyone except Joe 
□ We've had nothing but rain and wind. □ You 
have no one to blame but yourself. ■ the last but 
one GB the one before the last one □ Quality 
control is the next item but one on the agenda, 
o adv only (old-fashioned use) □ We can but try. 

♦ but for prep but for her if she had not been 
there □ But for her I would have died. 

♦ but then adv used to explain why some¬ 
thing is not surprising □ / get on pretty well 
with him, but then I've known him for some time. 

butane ['bjuitein] tt a natural gas used for 
cooking and heating. FORMULA: C^jq- 

butch [butJ] adj [woman] who seems more like 
a man than a woman (informal use). 

butcher [’botJV] o n -1. a person whose job 
is to sell meat. ■ a butcher's a store where 
meat is sold. -2. a person who kills some¬ 
body in a cruel and violent way. o vt -1. to 
kill <an animal> for meat. -2. to kill <sb> in 
a cruel and violent way. 

butchery [‘butJori] n the cruel and violent kill¬ 
ing of a lot of people. 

butler [’bAtbr] n a man who is the head serv¬ 
ant in a household. 

butt [bAt] o n -1. [of a cigarette] the end of a 
cigarette that is left when somebody has fin¬ 
ished smoking it □ an ashtray full of cigarette 
butts. -2. [of a gun] the thick end of the han¬ 
dle of a rifle or pistol □ a rifle butt. -3. to be 
the butt of a joke/criticism to be the person 
who other people make fun of/criticize □ He 
became the butt of everybody's cruelty. -4. US 
one’s bottom (informal use) □ Move your butt! 
o vt to hit <sb> with one’s head. 

♦ butt in vi to interrupt a conversation or 
join in an activity without being invited □ 
Excuse me for butting in. □ She's always butting 
in on other people's conversations. 

butter ['bAtar] o « a yellow fat made from 
milk that is used in cooking or spread on 
bread □ Do you want butter on your sandwich? ■ 
butter wouldn't melt in his/her mouth a 
phrase used to describe somebody who be¬ 
haves as if they could never possibly do 
anything wrong or unpleasant, o vt [bread, 
toast] to spread butter on <sthg>. 

♦ butter up vt sep to butter sb up to be very 
nice to sb because one wants them to do 
something. 

butter bean tt a large, flat, pale-yellow bean 
that is cooked and eaten as a vegetable. 

buttercup ['bAt3rkAp] n a small wild plant 
with bright yellow flowers, common in 
Europe and North America. 

butter dish n a dish for keeping butter in. 
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buttered ['bAtord] adj [toast, bread, potato) that 
has butter on it. 

butterfingers ['bAtodiriga'zl {pi butterfingers) n 
a person who often drops things or is not 
good at catching things (informal use), 

butterfly [’bAtaflai] {pi butterflies) n -1. zo¬ 
ology a flying insect with a thin body and 
large colorful wings. -2. sport (the) butterfly 
a way of swimming on one's front that in¬ 
volves bringing both arms over one’s head 
and down into the water, while moving 
one’s legs up and down together. -3. phrase 
to have butterflies (in one's stomach) to be 
very nervous, usually before an important 
event (informal use). 

buttermilk ['bAt3rmilk] n the liquid that is left 
after butter has been made from milk, 

butterscotch ['bAt3rskDtJ] n a type of hard 
candy made of butter and brown sugar □ ice 
cream with butterscotch sauce. 

buttocks 1'bAtoks] npl the two soft rounded 
parts of the body between the lower part of 
one’s back and the top of one’s legs that 
one sits on. 

button 1'bAtn] On-1. clothing a small object, 
usually round and flat and made of plastic 
or metal, that is attached to a piece of cloth¬ 
ing and is passed through a hole in another 
part in order to fasten it □ Can you do this but¬ 
ton up for me? □ a skirt with buttons up the front. 
-2. [on a machine] a small round or square 
object that one presses to switch a machine 
on or off □ Press the red button. -3. US [on 
one's lapel] a small piece of metal, plastic, or 
cloth with a picture or writing on it. o vt = 
button up. 

♦ button up vt sep to button sthg up [shirt, 
coat] to fasten sthg by using buttons □ He 
buttoned his shirt up hurriedly. 

button-down o adj a button-down collar a 
shirt collar that has a button at each end for 
fastening it to the front of the shirt, 

buttonhole [’bAtnhoul] o n -1. a hole that a 
button is passed through in order to fasten a 
piece of clothing. -2. GB a flower that is 
worn in a buttonhole on the lapel of a jack¬ 
et. o vt to stop <sb> and make them listen 
to one □ She buttonholed me on my way to the 
coffee machine. 

button mushroom n a small white mush¬ 
room that can be eaten, 

buttress [’bAtrss] o n a stone or brick struc¬ 
ture built against a wall or building to make 
it stronger, o vt [wall, building] to support 
<sthg> with a buttress, 

buxom ['bAksam] adj [woman, girl] who looks 
healthy, rounded, and attractive and has 
large breasts. 

buy [bai] (pt & pp bought) o vt -1. [food, house, 
car] to get <sthg> by paying money for it □ / 
bought it from an antiques dealer. • to buy sb 
sthg, to buy sthg for sb to pay for sthg and 
give it to sb, usually as a present □ What did 
you buy her for her birthday? □ Can I buy you a 
drink? □ / bought myself a new shirt. -2. [judge, 
politician! to bribe <sb> by giving them mon¬ 

ey □ He can't be bought, o n something that 
one has bought or is thinking of buying □ 
It's a good buy at $50. 

♦ buy in vt sep to buy sthg in GB [food, supply] 
to buy a large amount of sthg, usually to 
prepare for a future event or shortage. 

♦ buy into vt fus to buy into sthg [company, in¬ 
dustry! to buy a part of sthg, usually to get 
more control over it. 

♦ buy off vt sep to buy sb off to give money 
to sb in order to stop them doing something 
that will harm one □ They bought off the key 

witness. 
♦ buy out vt sep to buy sb out finance to buy 

the part of a business, property etc owned 
by sb so that one becomes the only owner 
of it □ They've offered to buy me out. 

♦ buy up vt sep to buy sthg up [property, goods, 
shares] to buy large amounts of or all of sthg 
□ They have bought up all the land in the area. 

buyer ['baiar] « -1. a person who buys some¬ 
thing □ / think we may have found a buyer for 
that property. -2. a person whose job is to 
buy goods or new materials for a company 
□ She's a buyer for Freebodys. 

buyer's market n a situation in which goods 
are cheap because there are more goods for 
sale than people who want to buy them, 

buyout fbaiaut] n the act of buying enough 
shares to gain control of a company □ a 
union/management buyout. 

buzz [bAz] o vi -1. [insect, machine] to make a 
noise like a bee flying □ There was a fly buzz¬ 
ing around my head. -2. [town, street, office] to 
be full of activity, excitement, or noise □ The 
stock exchange was buzzing with excitement. 
-3. [head, brain] to be full of ideas, thoughts 
etc □ My mind was still buzzing with curiosity, 
o vt to call <sb> using a buzzer □ Buzz me 
on the intercom and I'll let you in. 
o n -1. [of a bee, machine] the sound made by 
a bee or machine that buzzes □ the buzz of a 
mosquito. -2. [of people talking] the sound 
made by a lot of people talking, usually 
when they are excited □ There was a sudden 
buzz of excitement among the crowd. -3. to give 
sb a buzz to call sb on the telephone (infor¬ 
mal use) □ I'll give you a buzz tonight. 

♦ buzz off vi buzz off! go away! (informal use), 

buzzard [’bAZ3rd] n -1. US a large black bird 
that eats animals that are already dead. 
-2. GB a large bird of prey belonging to the 
hawk family. 

buzzer ['bAZ3r] n a device, e.g. on a clock or 
intercom, that makes a buzzing sound to at¬ 
tract somebody’s attention □ Just press the 
buzzer if you want to get back into the building. 

buzzing ['bAzig] « [of a bee, plane, machine] the 
sound made by something that buzzes □ 
What's that buzzing noise? 

buzzword ['bAzw3:rd] n a fashionable word or 
phrase (informal use). 

by [bai] o prep -1. he was killed by a soldier a 
soldier killed him (used in passive sentences) 
□ / was shocked by his reaction. -2. a book by 
Joyce a book written by Joyce. ■ a speech by 
the President a speech made by the Presi- 
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dent. -3. used to show the method or means 
□ / paid by credit card. □ You turn on the machine 
by pressing this button. -4. used to show the 
manner or circumstances □ He took me by the 
hand. □ We dined by candlelight. -5. to travel by 
bus/plane used to show the means of trans¬ 
portation used □ Did you come by car? -6. by 
the window/sea beside or near the window/ 
sea □ He sat by her bed. -7. to pass by sb/sthg 
to go past sb/sthg □ He rushed by me and shut 
the door. -8. to come in by the back door to 
come in through the back door □ We re¬ 
turned from France by Dover this year. -9. I'll be 
home by 8 o'clock I’ll be home at or before 8 
o’clock □ By 1918 it was all over. □ They should 
have been here by now. -10. by day during the 
daytime □ a postcard of Paris by night. -11. day 
by day gradually, as each day passes (used 
to show the speed at which something hap¬ 
pens) □ The guests entered the hall one by one. 
-12. math 15 divided by 3 is 5 used in calcula¬ 
tions. ■ the room measures 15 feet by 12 the 
room is 15 feet long and 12 feet wide. 
-13. paid by the hour paid at a fixed rate for 
each hour □ Most fabrics are bought/sold by the 
meter. -14. prices have gone up/down by 10% 
prices are 10% more/less than before. 
-15. what did you understand by his com¬ 
ments? what did you think his comments 
meant? □ What do you mean by "funny"? 
-16. I'm a plumber by trade my trade is being 
a plumber. -17. by law according to the law 
□ You're not allowed to park here by law. 
-18. phrases I did it by myself I did it without 
any help □ She painted the entire house all by 
herself. ■ I'm all by myself I’m all alone □ 
What are you doing here all by yourself? 
o adv to walk/drive etc by to walk/drive etc 
past without stopping □ He watched as the 
horses galloped by. 

♦ by and large adv mostly, in most cases □ 
Your work is fine, by and large. □ By and large, 
business has been pretty good this year. 

bye(-bye) [US ’bai(bai), GB ,bai('bai)] excl = good¬ 
bye (informal use). 

bye-election « = by-election. 

byelaw [’bailo:] « = bylaw. 

by-election « in Britain and Australia, a local 
election to choose a new Member of Parlia¬ 
ment after the last one has retired or died. 
NOTE: Compare general election. 

Byelorussia [bi.eloo'rAjo] = Belarus. 

bygone ['baigon] adj [age, day! that existed or 
happened a long time ago □ music from a by¬ 

gone era. 
♦ bygones tipi to let bygones be bygones to 

forget one’s past quarrels with somebody. 

bylaw ['bailo:] n -1. a local government law 
that only affects people in that particular 
area. -2. a rule that affects members of a 
particular organization. 

by-line n a line above a newspaper or maga¬ 
zine article giving the writer’s name. 

BYO (abbr of bring your own) used to show 
that people can bring alcoholic drinks into a 
restaurant □ a BYO restaurant. 

* BYO 

In Australia most cafes and restaurants (ex¬ 
cept the most expensive ones) are BYO eat¬ 
ing places. These places will let you drink 
alcohol that you have bought somewhere 
else, but they sometimes make a small extra 
charge, called corkage, for opening and serv¬ 
ing the drink. 

bypass [US 'baipaes, GB -pens] o « -1. a road 
that goes round the edge of a town to join 
the main road on the other side. -2. medicine 
a bypass (operation) an operation in which 
the way that blood flows through the heart 
is changed so that it avoids a part that is 
damaged □ a heart bypass operation, o vt 
-1. [town, city] to avoid <a place> by travel¬ 
ing round it. -2. [manager, procedure, law] to 
try to get something done more quickly by 
avoiding having to deal with or obey <sb/ 
sthg> □ / bypassed the personnel officer and 
went straight to the top. 

by-product n -1. industry something that is 
produced as an indirect result of the manu¬ 
facture of another product □ one of the by¬ 
products of the distilling process. -2. [of an event] 
an indirect or unexpected result of some¬ 
thing □ The trade deal was a useful by-product of 
the peace talks. 

Byron [’bairon], Lord (1788-1824) a British 
Romantic poet, known for his wild and un¬ 
conventional life, who died while fighting 
for Greek independence, 

bystander [’baistaendor] n a person who is pres¬ 
ent when something, e.g. a fight or acci¬ 
dent, takes place, but does not take part in 
it □ You were just an innocent bystander. 

byte [bait] n a unit (6 or 8 bits) of computer 
data. 

byword ['baiw3:rd] n to be a byword for sthg to 
be well-known for sthg and therefore very 
closely connected with it in people’s minds 
□ That company is a byword for inefficiency. 

C1 [si:] {pi c's or cs), C [si:] (pi C's or Cs) « the 
third letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ C n -1. music one of the notes in Western 
music. -2. education an average grade for a 
piece of work. -3. abbr of Celsius, Centigrade. 

C2 abbr of century, cent(s), circa. 

C4 n abbr of Channel 4. 

ca. abbr of circa. 

c/a GB -1. abbr of credit account. -2. abbr of 
current account. 
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CA o ti abbr of chartered accountant, o -1. 

abbr of California. -2. abbr of Central America. 

CAA (abbr of Civil Aviation Authority) n the 
CAA the organization responsible for aircraft 
companies and air routes in Britain and Aus¬ 

tralia. 

cab [kaeb] n -1. a taxi □ / took a cab to get here. 
□ They went by cab. □ a cab driver. -2. [of a 
truck, bus, train] the part of a vehicle where 
the driver sits. 

CAB n abbr of Citizens' Advice Bureau. 

cabaret [‘kaebarei] n a type of entertainment, 
e.g. singing, dancing, or comedy, that is pro¬ 
vided in a nightclub, restaurant etc □ a caba¬ 
ret artist/show. 

cabbage ['kaebid3l n a large round vegetable 
consisting of layers of dark-green, white, or 
purple leaves. 

cabbie, cabby [’kaebi] (pi cabbies) n a taxi 

driver (informal use). 

cabin ['kaebin] « -1. [on a ship! a room on a 
ship for sleeping in □ Can you show me to my 
cabin? -2. [in a plane] the area in a plane 
where the pilot sits; the area in a plane 
where the passengers sit. -3. [in a forest, on a 
mountain) a small house usually made of 
wood, with only one main room, 

cabin class n the standard of service and ac¬ 
commodation on a ship that is cheaper than 
first class and more expensive than tourist 
class. 

cabin crew n the people whose job is to look 
after passengers on a plane, 

cabin cruiser n a motorboat with one or 
more cabins. 

cabinet ['kaebinat] n a piece of furniture with 
shelves and doors, used for storing or dis¬ 
playing things □ a display/drink cabinet. 

♦ Cabinet n the Cabinet politics the most im¬ 
portant members of a government who 
meet to decide policies □ a member of the 
Cabinet □ a Cabinet minister. 

cabinetmaker ['kaebinatmeikaT n a person 
whose job is to make high-quality furniture, 

cable ['keibl] o n -1. [of metal] a strong thick 
rope, usually made of metal", and used to 
support or pull something heavy □ a steel ca¬ 
ble. -2. technology a telegram, -3. electricity 

a wire or group of wires for carrying elec¬ 
tricity or information □ Pictures can now be 
sent via cable. □ a telephone/printer cable. -4. tv 

= cable television, o v( -1. [money, information] 
to send <sthg> to somebody by cable. 
-2. [person] to send <sb> a telegram, 

cable car n -1. a vehicle that hangs from a 
moving cable and is used for taking people 
up mountains. -2. a car on a cable railway, 

cablegram ['keiblgraem] n a telegram, 

cable railway « a railway on which the cars 
are pulled, usually up steep hills, by a cable 
under the roadway. 

cable television, cable TV n a system of 
broadcasting television programs through 
cables □ cable TV channels. 

caboodle [ka'buidl] « the whole (kit and) ca¬ 

boodle everything (informal use), 

cache [kaej] o n -1. [of objects] a group of 
things that have been hidden; a place where 
things are hidden □ an arms cache. -2. com¬ 

puting a high-speed area of a computer’s 
memory that stores data temporarily to 
make it quicker to find a cache memory, o vt 
computing to store <data> in a cache. * 

cachet [US kae'Jei, GB ’kae/ei] n a quality that 
somebody or something has;that other peo¬ 
ple admire (formal use) □ Owning a Porsche ob¬ 
viously has a certain cachet. 

cackle ['kaekl] o n -1. [of a hen] the noise made 
by a hen, usually after laying an egg. -2. [of 
a person] a loud harsh noise made when 
somebody laughs or talks □ She let out a cack¬ 
le of laughter, o vi -1. [hen] to make a cackle. 
-2. [person] to give a cackle □ The old witch 
cackled with glee. 

cacophony [ka'kofani] « a loud unpleasant 
mixture of noises. 

cactus ['kaektas] (pi cactuses or cacti [-tai]) n a 
desert plant that is covered in spikes and 
has no leaves. 

CAD [kaed, ,si:ei'di:] (abbr of computer-aided de¬ 
sign) n the use of computers to design prod¬ 
ucts, equipment, buildings etc. 

caddie ['kaedi] o « a person whose job is to 
carry the clubs for somebody who is playing 
golf, o vi to caddie for sb to be sb’s caddie, 

caddy [‘kaedi] (pi caddies) n a small container 
for tea. 

cadence ['keidns] « the way a person’s voice 
gets higher and lower as they speak, 

cadet [ks'det] tt a young person who is being 
trained in the police force or the armed 
forces □ a police cadet. 

cadge [kaed3] (informal use) o v< to cadge sthg 
off or from sb GB [money, cigarette, drink] to get 
sthg from sb for free by asking them for it □ 
Can I cadge a fiver off you? o vi: She's always 
cadging off ok from her friends. 

cadmium [‘kaedmiam] « a soft metal used in 
batteries and nuclear reactors. SYMBOL: Cd. 

Caesar ['si:z3r], Julius (100-44 BC) a Roman 
general, politician, and historian. He became 
a dictator, and was killed by a group of Re¬ 
publicans. 

caesarean (section) [spzearian-] n GB = cesar¬ 
ean (section). 

Caesar salad n a salad made from lettuce, 
eggs, and cheese with a special dressing. 

CAF (abbr of cost and freight) a term in inter¬ 
national trade that means the seller pays for 
the transport of goods but the buyer pays 
for the insurance. 

cafe, cafe [US kse'fei, GB 'kasfei] n a place in 
which drinks and light meals are sold and 
eaten. 

W CAFE 

Cafes in Britain and Australia and coffee 
shops in the USA are usually open all day, 
but closed in the evenings. They serve 
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mainly tea, coffee, soft drinks, cakes, and 
snacks, and some of them also serve hot 
food. Cafes in the USA, and cafes in some 
big cities in Britain and Australia, are often 
more fashionable and expensive places, sell¬ 
ing special types of tea, coffee, and cakes. 

cafeteria [.ksefa'tiarm] n a self-service restau¬ 
rant. 

caffeine [US kae'fim, GB 'kaefim] n the drug in 
coffee, tea, and cocoa that makes people 
more active. 

cage [keid3] n a structure, usually made of 
metal bars, in which birds or animals are 
kept. 

caged [keid3d] adj [bird, animal] that is kept in a 
cage. 

cagey ['keid3i] (compar cagier, superl cagiest) 

adj [answer, person] that seems to be trying 
to avoid giving away too much information 
(informal use) □ He was very cagey about where 
they were going this weekend. 

cagoule [ks'gud] n GB a thin waterproof jacket 
with a hood. 

cahoots [ka'hurts] n to be in cahoots to be 
working in partnership, usually for a dishon¬ 
est purpose □ The security guard was in cahoots 
with the gang. 

CAI {abbr of computer-aided instruction) « the 
use of computers in education and training. 

Cain [kern] in the Bible, the eldest son of 
Adam and Eve. He was jealous of his broth¬ 
er Abel, and killed him. 

cairn [kesrn] « a pile of stones used as a 
monument or to show a boundary or route, 
often on top of a mountain. 

Cairns [kearnz] a city in Queensland, Aus¬ 
tralia, that is a popular tourist center, popu¬ 

lation: 97,640. 

Cairo ['kairou] the capital of Egypt and the 
largest city in Africa, population: 9,750,000. 

cajole [ka'd30ol] vt to persuade <sb> to do 
something by being very friendly to them, 
making them laugh etc □ She cajoled them 
into helping her. 

Cajun [’keid33nl On a member of a people liv¬ 
ing in Louisiana, USA. They speak a dialect 
of French, and are known for their lively 
music and spicy food, o adj: Cajun music/ 
cooking. 

cake [keik] n -1. a type of sweet food made 
from flour, sugar, eggs, and fat, sometimes 
with fruit, nuts etc, that is baked in the 
oven and eaten cold, often as a snack or on 
a special occasion □ a birthday cake/fruit cake □ 
a piece of cake. ■ to be a piece of cake to be 
very easy (informal use). ■ to sell like hot 

cakes to sell very fast (informal use). ■ you 

can’t have your cake and eat it you can’t have 
two things when one of them means the 
other thing is not possible, or when it is un¬ 
fair because other people do not have the 
choice. -2. a fish/potato etc cake mashed 
fish/potato etc that has been made into a 
flat round shape and then cooked. -3. a cake 

of soap a small block of soap. 

caked [keikt] adj caked with sthg [with mud, 
dirt] covered with a thick hard layer of sthg. 

cake pan n US a metal container used for bak¬ 
ing cakes. 

cake tin n GB -1. a metal container with a lid, 
used for storing cakes. -2. = cake pan. 

cal [kael] n abbr of calorie. 

Calais [’kaelei] a port in northeastern France, 
used especially by ferries to and from Do¬ 
ver, England, population: 75,836. 

calamine lotion fkaebmain-] n a pink lotion 
used for soothing irritated or burnt skin, 

calamitous [ks'kematas] adj [event, result] disas¬ 
trous (formal use). 

calamity [ka'kemsti] {pi calamities) n a sudden 
terrible event that causes a lot of damage 
and destruction (formal use) □ They suffered a 
series of calamities. 

calcium ['kaelsism] n a silver-white element 
that is found in bones, teeth, chalk, and 
limestone. SYMBOL: Ca. 

calculate ['kaelkjaleit] vt -1. [number, figure, re¬ 
sult] to work out <an amount> by adding, 
dividing etc numbers □ I've calculated that if 
our sales continue to rise, we will start making a 
profit in three years. □ He calculated the cost of 
employing another engineer. -2. [effect, conse¬ 
quences] to find out the size, importance etc 
of <sthg in the future> by using information 
that one has □ Have you calculated what the ef¬ 
fect of such a plan would be? -3. to be calculat¬ 

ed to do sthg to be intended to do sthg □ Her 
words were calculated to cause controversy. 

♦ calculate on vt to calculate on sthg to de¬ 
pend on sthg that one expects to happen □ 
You can't calculate on them saying yes. 

calculated ['kaelkjsleitsd] adj [attack, insult] that 
has been deliberately planned □ It was a cal¬ 
culated challenge to Rosero's authority. ■ a calcu¬ 

lated risk a risk that has been carefully 
thought about before it is taken, 

calculating ['kaelkjaleitig] adj [person] who 
carefully plans to get what they want with¬ 
out caring about how much other people 
suffer □ a cool, calculating murderer. 

calculation fikaelkja'leijn] n math the act of 
calculating a number or amount; a number 
or amount that has been calculated □ He 
made a rough calculation. □ According to our cal¬ 
culations, we've only got three years left. 

calculator ['kaelkjaleital n an electronic device 
used for making mathematical calculations, 

calculus ['kaelkjalas] n a branch of mathemat¬ 
ics that deals with quantities that are con¬ 
tinually changing. 

Calcutta [kasl'kAta] a port in eastern India, and 
India’s largest city, population: 10,916,672. 

calendar ['kaetand3r] n -1. a chart that lists all 
the days, weeks, and months of a particular 
year □ a wall calendar. -2. a system for divid¬ 
ing the year into units of months, weeks, 
and days □ the Gregorian/Julian calendar. -3. US 

a book with spaces for each day where one 
can note down the times of meetings and 
other events. -4. a list of events that a par¬ 
ticular group or organization is involved in 
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during a particular year □ the political/arts cal¬ 
endar □ We have a number of important confer¬ 
ences on our calendar this year. 

calendar month n the period of time from a 
particular date in one month to the same 
date in the next month □ Rent is $800 per cal¬ 
endar month. 

calendar year « a whole year, beginning on 
January 1 and ending on December 31. 

calf [US kasf, GB ka:f] {pi calves) n -1. a young 
cow; leather that is made from the skin of 
this animal □ The book is bound in calf. -2. the 
young of some animals □ a whale/an elephant 
calf. -3. anatomy the rounded muscular part 
at the back of the leg, between the knee 
and ankle. 

calfskin [US 'kaefskin, GB 'ka:f-] « leather that is 
made from the skin of a calf □ calfskin 
leather/boots. 

caliber us, calibre GB ['kaelibsl n -1. [of some¬ 

body's work] the quality of something; [of a 

person] the ability or excellence of some¬ 
body □ This report is of a very high caliber. 
□ I'Ve need more staff of his caliber. -2. [of a 

tube, gun] the width of the inside of a tube 
or a gun barrel; [of a bullet] the width of a 
bullet. 

calibrate [’kaelabreit] vt -1. [instrument, scale, 

container] to mark <sthg> so that it can be 
used to measure something exactly □ a cali¬ 
brated syringe. 

calibre «gb = caliber. 

calico ['kaslikou] o « -l. us a light cotton fab¬ 
ric with a pattern. -2. GB a white cotton fab¬ 
ric with no pattern or design, o adj a calico 
cat US a cat with black, brown, and white 
fur. 

California [.kadifoibijs] a state in the western 
USA. It is a major producer of fruit and 
wine, with important electronics and movie 
industries, abbreviation: CA. size: 411,000 sq 
kms. population: 29,760,021 (Californians). 
capital: Sacramento, other major cnriES: Los 
Angeles, San Francisco. 

Caligula [kaiigjub] (12-41 ad) a Roman em¬ 
peror who ruled from 37 to 41 AD and is 
known for his cruel and unjust behavior. 

calipers US, callipers GB [ kaelipab] npl -1. an 
instrument for measuring the width of 
things that consists of two long, thin, 
curved pieces of metal joined at the top □ a 

pair of calipers. -2. a device consisting of met¬ 
al rods and straps that supports a person’s 
leg and helps them to walk. 

call [ko:l] o vt -1. [person, object, animal] to give 
a particular name to <sb/sthg> □ Have you 
decided what to call the baby? □ Everyone calls 
him Dave for short, m to be called sthg to have 
sthg as one’s name □ I'm called Sara. □ What's 
her latest novel called? -2. to call sb/sthg sthg 
[person, animal, object] to describe sb/sthg as 
sthg □ $80,000? That's what I call an expensive 
car! □ Are you calling me a liar? -3. to try and 
attract the attention of <a person or ani¬ 
mal by shouting □ Someone called my name. 
□ She kept calling the dog but it took no notice. 

-4. [person] to telephone <sb> □ He called me 
from Chicago last night. -5. [doctor, police, 
plumber] to ask <a professional person> to 
come to the place where one is, usually by 
phoning them □ Do you think we should call an 
ambulance? -6. [flight, meeting, strike] to an¬ 
nounce officially that <sthg> is going to 
happen □ The President called an emergency 
cabinet meeting. □ A press conference has been 
called for this afternoon. 

o vi -1. [person] to shout or speak in a loud 
clear voice □ He 'was calling for help. -2. 
[animal, bird] to make its typical sound o / 
could hear a pair of owls calling to one another. 
-3. [person] to telephone □ May I ask who's 
calling? □ People have been calling for you all 
morning. -4. [person] to make a visit □ Jane 
said she'd call at the office on her way home. 

o n -1. [of a person] a cry or shout for at¬ 
tracting attention; [of an animal, bird] the typi¬ 
cal cry or noise made by a particular bird or 
animal □ the call of the owl. -2. [by a doctor, 
sales representative] a short professional visit 
■ to pay a call on sb to visit sb for a particu¬ 
lar reason □ The police will be paying a call on 
Mr Hill very shortly. -3. a call for sthg a de¬ 
mand for sthg □ There have been calls for her 
resignation, m there's not much call for it not 
many people ask for it, or want to buy it □ 
There isn't much call for records any more, it's all 
CDs. ■ there's no call to be rude! it was not 
necessary for you to be rude. -4. to be on 

call [doctor, engineer] to be available for work 
whenever necessary, e.g. during the night □ 
I'm on call this week. -5. [on the phone] a tele¬ 
phone call □ There's a call for you on line one. ■ 
to give sb a call to telephone sb □ I'll just 
make a quick call to my parents. ■ to return sb's 

call to call sb back on the telephone. 

♦ call back o vt sep -1. to call sb back to 
make a telephone call to sb who has already 
phoned one □ Tell him to call me back in an 
hour. -2. to call sb back to ask sb to come 
back to the place they have just left, e.g. 
their home or office □ My mother called me 
back as I was leaving. □ She was called back 
from abroad to deal with the crisis, o vi -1. [on 
the phone] He said he'd call back later. -2. (at a 
place] to come back to a place one has been 
to earlier, especially somebody’s home □ I'll 
call back tomorrow to see how you're feeling. 

♦ call by vi GB [person] = call in □ I’ll call by and 
pick it up on my way home tonight. 

♦ call for vt fus -1. to call for sb/sthg [person, 
package, goods] to go to a place in order to 
collect sb/sthg and take them somewhere 
else □ I’ll call for you at seven. -2. to call for 
sthg [reform, justice, inquiry] to make a strong 
public demand for sthg □ Local officials are 
calling for an investigation. -3. to call for sthg to 
deserve or need sthg □ This calls for a drink/a 
celebration! □ It was a situation that called for 
quick thinking. 

♦ call in o vt sep -1. to call sb in [doctor, expert, 
police] to send for sb professional or official 
□ The Drugs Squad has been called in. -2. 
business to call sthg in to make a public re¬ 
quest for a product or goods to be returned 
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because they have faults or are dangerous □ 
The company is calling in all 1987 models. 
-3. finance to call a loan in to ask for a loan 
to be repaid, o vi GB (person] to make a 
short visit, usually on the way to another 
place □ Could you call in at the store and get 
some milk? □ / called in on her after work. 

♦ call off vt sep -1. to call sthg off [party, strike, 
wedding] to cancel sthg □ The game was called 
off because of the rain. -2. to call sb/sthg off 
[dog, thug] to order a person or animal to 
stop attacking. 

♦ call on vt fus -1. to call on sb to pay sb a 
short visit □ One of our representatives will be 
happy to call on you and discuss things. -2. 
= call upon. 

♦ call out vt sep -1. to call sb out [army, fire bri¬ 
gade, lifeboat] to order an official group to 
come and help one with a situation. -2. GB 
[workers, union members] to order sb to go on 
strike. -3. to call sthg out to shout sthg □ 
When your name is called out, go to the desk. 

♦ call round vi GB = call in □ I'll call round at 
Joe's on the way over. 

♦ call up vf sep -1. to call sb up to telephone 
sb □ Why don't we call up Mario's and order a 
pizza? -2. to call sb up GB military to order sb 
to join the armed forces □ He was too old to 
be called up in 1939. -3. computing to call sthg 
up [file, data, document] to make sthg appear 
on a computer screen. 

♦ call upon vt fus to call upon sb to do sthg to 
publicly ask sb to do sthg □ The women are 
calling upon senior churchmen and politicians to 
help them in their fight. 

Callas ['kaebs], Maria (1923-1977) a US opera 
singer whose parents were Greek. She is 
considered one of the greatest singers of her 
time. 

call box m GB a telephone booth. 

caller ['ko:for] n -1. a person who comes to 
make a short visit □ We don't get many callers 
these days. -2. a person who makes a tele¬ 
phone call □ Several callers voiced their outrage 
at the views expressed on the show. □ Sorry, call¬ 
er, that line is busy. 

call girl n a prostitute who makes appoint¬ 
ments with clients by telephone. 

calligraphy [ks'ligrsfi] n the art of hand¬ 
writing; beautiful handwriting. 

call-in « US a television or radio program in 
which people are invited to telephone and 
give their questions, opinions etc to one or 
more people in the studio □ a call-in show. 

calling ['koilig] n -1. a career or profession 
(formal use). -2. a strong desire to do a par¬ 
ticular job, especially one that involves car¬ 
ing for other people □ He feels a calling to the 

ministry. 

calling card r, a small card with a person’s 
name, address, and telephone number writ¬ 
ten on it that they give to people they visit. 

callipers npl GB = calipers. 

call letters npl US the letters or numbers that 
are used by a person who sends messages 
by radio to identify themselves. 

callous ['kaebs] adj [person, remark, attitude] that 
shows no concern for the suffering of other 
people □ The press showed a callous disregard 
for the family's feelings. 

callously ['kaebsh] adv [act, behave, treat] see 

callous. 

call-out charge n the fee charged by some¬ 
body to travel to one’s home, car etc in or¬ 
der to fix something. 

call sign n GB = call letters. 

call-up n GB an official order for a person to 
join the armed forces □ call-up papers. 

callus ['kaebs] (pi calluses) n an area of hard 
skin that develops on one’s hands, feet 
etc from something that has rubbed one’s 
skin, especially as a result of hard physical 
work. 

calm [ku:m] o adj -1. [person, voice, behavior] 

that is not worried, excited, or angry □ 
Please keep calm. □ He's always calm in a crisis. 
-2. [place, situation] peaceful □ The streets are 
calm again after last night's fighting. □ I love this 
house, it's always so calm and relaxing. -3. 
[evening, weather] not stormy or windy □ 
After the morning's storm the afternoon was calm 
and sunny. -4. [sea, lake] that has no large 
waves □ the calm waters of the lake. 
o n [of a person, mind] a state in which one is 
not worried, excited, or angry □ As tensions 
mounted, police appealed for calm. □ I'm trying to 
keep my calm. 
o vt to make <sb/sthg> calm □ She tried to 
calm their fears about losing their jobs. □ I had a 
drink to calm my nerves. 

♦ calm down o vt sep to calm sb down to 
make sb calm and not excited, worried, an¬ 
gry, or upset □ / tried to calm her down, but she 
was almost hysterical, o vi [person, place, situa¬ 

tion] to become calm again □ Look, calm down 
and tell us what happened. □ When things have 
calmed down a little, we'll try to find another solu¬ 
tion. 

calmly ['karmli] adv [speak, behave, act] see calm 
□ People were calmly going about their normal 
business. 

calmness ['kaimnas] n: see calm □ / admire your 
calmness at such a difficult time. 

Calor gas™ ['kaibr-] n GB a kind of gas that is 
sold in metal containers and can be used 
when there is no main gas supply. 

calorie fkaebri] n a unit for measuring the 
amount of energy that a particular type of 
food will produce □ Each slice contains 500 
calories. 

calve [US kaev, GB ka:v] vi [cow] to give birth to 

a calf. 
calves [US kaevz, GB karvz] plural of calf. 

Calvin ['kaelvan], John (1509-1564) a French 
religious thinker who led the Protestant Ref¬ 
ormation in France and Switzerland. 

cam [kaem] n a projecting part on a shaft or 
wheel that changes circular movement into 
movement that goes backward and forward. 

CAM (,abbr of computer-aided manufacturing) n 

the use of computers to control machinery 
and make industrial products. 
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camaraderie [US .karma'rcudari, GB .kaema-] « a 
feeling of friendship and trust between 
friends or people who work together, 

camber [’kaembar] « a slight curve on a road 
surface that allows water to drain off it. 

Cambodia [ksm'boodja] a country in south¬ 
east Asia, between Thailand and Vietnam. 
size: 181,000 sq kms. population: 9,000,000 
(Cambodians), capital: Phnom Penh, language: 
Khmer, currency: riel. 

Cambridge ['keimbrid3] -1. a city near Boston, 
Massachusetts, USA, the site of Harvard 
University and MIT. population: 95,802. 
-2. a city in eastern England, famous for its 
university, population: 101,000. 

Cambridgeshire ['keimbrid3f3r] a county in 
eastern England, size: 3,409 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 652,740. administrative center: Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Cambs abbr of Cambridgeshire, 

camcorder ['kasmk3:rd3r] n a small video cam¬ 
era and recorder in one unit that can be car¬ 
ried around. 

came [keim] fast tense of come, 

camel [’kaeml] o « a large animal with a long 
neck that has one or two humps on its back 
and lives in deserts □ We crossed the desert 
by camel, o adj yellow-brown in color □ a 
camel coat. 

camellia [ka'mhlia] n a large plant with dark- 
green shiny leaves and large white, red, or 
pink flowers that look like roses. 

Camelot ['kaemaltrt] -1. according to legend, 
the place where King Arthur had his court. 
Camelot was meant to be a wonderful and 
magical place. -2. the White House at the 
time J.F. Kennedy was president, 

cameo ['kaemiou] (fl cameos) n -1. [for wearing] 
a piece of jewelry consisting of a raised de¬ 
sign, especially a woman’s face, set on a flat 
background of a different color □ a cameo 
brooch/ring. -2. [in a play, movie] a small part in 
a play or movie that is acted by a well- 
known actor □ a cameo role/performance. 

camera ['kaemare] n -1. a device used for tak¬ 
ing photographs □ a 35mm camera □ a camera 
lens. -2. a device used for recording a movie 
or television program □ a TV/movie camera. 

♦ in camera adv law [meet, discuss] privately, 
without members of the public or the press 
□ The trial was held in camera. 

cameraman ['kaemraman] (yl cameramen [-man]) 
n a person who operates a television or movie 
camera. 

Cameroon [,kaema'ru:n] a country in West Af¬ 
rica on the Atlantic coast, size: 475,000 sq 
kms. population: 12,800,000 (Cameroonians). 
capital: Yaounde, language: French, English. 
currency: CFA franc. 

camisole ['kaemasoul] n a woman’s sleeveless 
top with thin straps, worn as underwear, 

camomile ['kaemamail] n a small plant with 
yellow and white flowers that are used in 
herbal remedies and in tea □ camomile tea. 

camouflage ['kaemafla:3] O n -1. MILITARY 

something, e.g. leaves, paint, or clothes, that 
is used to disguise guns, equipment, or sol¬ 
diers from the enemy □ soldiers in camouflage 
□ a camouflage net. -2. biology a color or pat¬ 
tern on an animal that makes it look like 
things around it and makes it difficult to 
see. o vt to make <sthg> look similar to the 
things around it so that it is difficult to see. 

camp [kaemp] o n -1. [for travelers] a place 
where people live in tents, usually for a 
short time, e.g. when on vacation or travel¬ 
ing □ We pitched camp near the beach. □ They 
went back to camp. -2. military a group of 
buildings where soldiers live or stay □ a 
training/army camp. -3. [for refugees, prisoners] 

a group of huts or tents, usually inside a 
fence, that have been put up to house a 
large number of people, e.g. refugees or 
prisoners of war □ a refugee/labor/prison camp. 
-4. politics a group of people who hold a 
particular view or belief, especially in oppo¬ 
sition to another group □ He's very much part 
of the pro-Western camp. 

o vi to live in a tent for a short period, es¬ 
pecially when on vacation o We camped in 
the Dordogne this summer. 

♦ camp out vi to sleep outdoors, usually in a 
tent. 

campaign [kaem’pein] o « -1. a series of 
planned actions that are intended to prod¬ 
uce a particular result, e.g. to help sell a 
product or get a politician or a party elected 
□ an advertising/election campaign □ There has 
been a campaign in the press against tax in¬ 
creases. -2. military a series of planned ac¬ 
tions against an enemy that are intended to 
achieve a particular aim □ a bombing campaign 
□ They mounted a campaign against the German 
forces in Africa, o vi to take part in a cam¬ 
paign □ They were campaigning for an end to 
violence. □ He campaigned against the use of ani¬ 
mals in drugs tests. 

campaigner [kaem'peinafl n a person who 
campaigns for or against something □ an ani¬ 
mal rights campaigner. 

camp bed « GB a folding bed, usually made 
of canvas with a metal frame, that can be 
easily carried and is used for camping. 

Camp David a place in Maryland, USA, 
where the President goes to relax. 

camper ['kaempar] n -1. a person who goes 
camping. -2. a camper (van) a van that has a 
living space in the back with beds, storage 
space, a sink etc. 

campground [’kaempgraund] n US a place 
where people can camp and which often 
has toilets and showers. 

camphor ['kaemfafl n a white substance with a 
strong smell that is used in several medical 
and industrial products, e.g. mothballs. 

camping ['kaempig] n the activity of camping □ 
a camping vacation. 

camping site, campsite [kaempsait] n gb = 
campground. 

camp meeting « an outdoor religious meet- 
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ing, especially in the USA in the 19th centu¬ 

ry- 
campus f'kaempas] (pi campuses) tt an area 

where the main buildings of a university, 
e.g. the lecture halls, offices, and accommo¬ 
dation, are situated □ Most students live on 
campus. □ a campus university. 

camshaft [US 'kaemjaeft, GB -Ja:ft] « a rod that 
has one or more cams attached to it, espe¬ 
cially in the engine of a motor vehicle. 

can1 [kaen] (pt & yy canned, cotit canning) o tt 

-1. a seailed metal container which contains 
no air and keeps food or drink fresh; the 
contents of such a container □ a beer can □ a 

can of lemonade/beer/tomatoes. -2. a metal 
container, usually with a lid that can be re¬ 
moved, used for holding liquids, e.g. oil or 
paint; the contents of such a container □ an 
oil can □ / used two cans of paint, o vt to put 
<food> in cans. 

can2 [stressed kaen, unstressed kan] (pt & condi¬ 
tional could, negative cannot or can't) modal vb 
-1. I can swim I know how to swim □ / didn't 
know you could ski. -2. I can come next Tues¬ 

day I am able to come next Tuesday □ We 

tried, but we couldn't lift it. • can you see any¬ 

thing? do you see anything? (used with 
verbs like see, hear, feel) □ Can you hear that 
noise? -3. you can use my car I allow you to 
use my car □ / can't talk now, I'm in a meeting. 
-4. used to make offers and invitations, or 
polite requests for help or information □ Can 
you come to lunch tomorrow? □ Could I see your 
papers, please? -5. used to give advice, make 
suggestions etc □ If we're late, we can always 
take a taxi. □ / can tell him myself, if you like. 
-6. used with negatives to express disbelief, 
confusion, surprise etc □ Surely that can't be 
right! □ He can't ^have left already, can he? 
-7. Scotland can be very cold in the winter 

Scotland is often very cold in winter (used 
to make general statements) □ The children 
can be a little naughty sometimes. -8. the plane 

could arrive at any time it is possible that the 
plane will arrive at any time. 

Canada [’kaenads] a country in North America, 
north of the USA. It is the second-largest 
country in the world, with very low tem¬ 
peratures in the north, size: 9,975,000 sq 
kms. population: 28,100,000 (Canadians). 

CAPITAL: Ottawa. MAIN cities: Toronto, Mont¬ 
real, Vancouver, language: English, French. 
currency: Canadian dollar. 

Canadian [ka'neidjan] tt & adj: see Canada. 

Canadian French n the French spoken in 
some parts of Canada. 

canal [ks'nael] n a man-made waterway like a 
straight narrow river that is used for trans¬ 
porting goods or for providing fields with 

water. 
canape ['kaenapei] n a small cracker or piece of 

bread with meat, fish, cheese etc on it that 
is served with drinks at parties. 

Canaries [ka'neariz] = Canary Islands. 

canary [ka'neari] (pi canaries) n a small yellow 
songbird often kept as a pet. 

Canary Islands: the Canary Islands a group of 

islands in the Atlantic, off the coast of Mo¬ 
rocco, that form two provinces of Spain and 
contain many popular tourist resorts. SIZE: 
7,300 sq kms. population: 1,601,812. 

Canary Wharf an office development in 
London’s Docklands. 

Canberra [US 'kaenbera, GB -bara] the capital of 
Australia, in the southeast of the country. 
The name is often used to refer to the feder¬ 
al government of Australia, population: 
297,300. 

cancel [’kaensl] (US yt & yy canceled, cont can¬ 
celing, GB yt & yy cancelled, cont cancelling) 
vt -1. [appointment, trip, performance] to decide 
or state that <sthg that has been planned> 
will not happen □ I'll have to call my wife and 
cancel our dinner date. □ Our flight was canceled 
at the last minute. -2. [reservation, order, sub¬ 

scription] to say that one no longer needs or 
wants <sthg one had asked for> □ / canceled 
the rental car and took a taxi instead. -3. [check, 

agreement, contract] to declare that <sthg one 
signed> is no longer valid □ The agreement 
may be canceled by either party at any time. 

♦ cancel out vt sey to cancel sthg out to take 
away all the effect of sthg by having an 
equal but opposite effect to it □ The extra 
money I earn for working at night is canceled out 
by the cost of having to get a taxi home. 

cancellation [.kasnsa'leijn] n -1. something, es¬ 
pecially a ticket, that has been canceled and 
can be given to somebody else □ All the tick¬ 
ets for tonight's play are sold out, but you can 
wait to see if there are any cancellations. -2. see 
cancel □ Cancellation of the game means thou¬ 
sands will be disappointed. □ a cancellation fee. 

cancer ['kaensafi n a serious disease in which 
the cells in a part of the body multiply ab¬ 
normally to form a tumor that can cause 
death □ throat/breast/lung cancer □ a cancer 
specialist/ward/patient □ cancer research. 

♦ Cancer n a sign of the zodiac, often shown 
as a crab; a person bom under this sign be¬ 
tween June 22 and July 22. 

cancerous ['kasnsaras] adj [growth, cell] affected 
with cancer. 

candelabra [,kaenda'la:bra] tt a large decorative 
holder for two or more candles. 

C and F = CAF. 

candid ['kaendad] adj [person, confession, opinion] 

that is honest and truthful, even when the 
truth is unpleasant or embarrassing □ I'll be 
candid with you. 

candidacy ['kaendadasi] tt the fact of being a 
candidate for something □ He announced his 
candidacy for the post. 

candidate ['kaendadeit] tt -1. a person who is 
competing with other people to get a job, 
political position etc □ There are three candi¬ 
dates for the presidency/job. -2. GB a person 
who is taking an exam □ Candidates are re¬ 
quired to answer three out of four questions. 

candidature [’kaendadatja1] tt = candidacy. 

candied ['kaendid] adj [fruit, peel] that has been 
covered or cooked in sugar. 

candle [’kaendl] tt a stick of wax with a piece 
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of string in the middle that gives out light 
when it is lit. ■ to burn the candle at both 

ends to try to do too many things at once 
by staying up very late at night and getting 
up early in the morning, 

candlelight ['kaendllait] n a light produced by 
a candle □ We ate our dinner by candlelight. 

candlelit ['kaendllit] adj Idinner, supper] lit by 
candles. 

candlestick ['kaendlstik] n a holder for a can¬ 
dle. 

candor us, candour gb ['kaend3r] « the quality 
of being honest and not trying to hide any¬ 
thing. 

candy ['kaendi] (jrl candies) n sweet foods, e.g. 
chocolates, toffee, or mints, that are eaten 
especially by children; a piece of one of 
these foods □ Mom, can I have some candy? □ 
Do you want a piece of candy? 

candy bar n US a bar of chocolate, 

candyfloss ['kaendiflns] n GB a mass of soft, 
sticky, pink or white sugar threads that are 
eaten on a stick, often at fairs, 

candy store n US a store where candy is sold, 

cane [kein] o « -1. [for furniture] strips of the 
stems of some plants such as reeds, used for 
making furniture □ cane furniture □ a cane 
chair. -2. [for walking] a long stick used to help 
somebody walk. -3. the cane a thin stick 
used by teachers, especially in the past, for 
hitting children as a punishment. -4. [for 
plants] a long thin stick used to support 
plants, o vt to hit <sb> with a cane, 

cane sugar n sugar made from sugarcane, 

canine ['keinain] o adj that is connected with 
dogs. On a canine (tooth) one of four point¬ 
ed teeth at the front of the mouth in hu¬ 
mans and certain animals, 

canister ['kaenistar] « -1. a metal container 
with a lid, for storing film or dry food such 
as tea □ a tea/sugar/flour canister. -2. a sealed 
metal container with a substance such as 
gas or smoke inside that breaks open when 
thrown or fired from a gun □ a tear gas canis¬ 
ter. 

cannabis ['kaenabas] n a drug, illegal in some 
countries, that is made from the hemp plant 
and is usually smoked in a cigarette for 
pleasure and to help people relax, 

canned [kaend] adj -1. [food, drink] that is stored 
in cans so that it stays fresh. -2. canned 

laughter/applause laugh ter/applause that has 
been recorded and is used in television pro¬ 
grams to make it seem that there is a live 
audience (informal and disapproving use), 

cannelloni [.kasna'loum] n a dish consisting of 
tubes of pasta filled with meat and served 
with tomato and cheese sauces, 

cannery ['kaenari] (pi canneries) n a factory 
where food is put in cans, 

cannibal ['kasnabl] n -1. a person who eats hu¬ 
man flesh. -2. an animal that eats other ani¬ 
mals of the same type. 

cannibalize, -ise ['kasnabalaiz] vt to take parts 
from <a machine or vehicle> and use them 

to repair or build another machine or vehi¬ 

cle. 

cannon ['kaenan] (pi cannon or cannons) n 

-1. in the past, a type of large gun, attached 
to two wheels, that fired a solid metal ball. 
-2. a gun that is fitted to an aircraft or a ship 
and can fire bullets continuously. 

♦ cannon into vt fus GB to cannon into sb/ 
sthg to accidentally hit sb/sthg, especially # 
while running. 

cannonball ['kasnanbod] « a solid metal ball 
fired from a cannon. 

cannot [’kaenDt] vb a negative form of “can” □ 
You cannot be serious! 

canny ['kaeni] (compar cannier, super! canniest) 
adj [person] who is wise, careful, and not 
easily deceived, especially in business mat¬ 
ters □ a canny investment. 

canoe [ka'nu:] (cont canoeing) o « a long, thin, 
light boat for one or two people that is 
pointed at both ends and is moved by using 
a paddle, o vi to travel in a canoe. 

canoeing [ka'nuurj] n the sport or activity of 
rowing a canoe □ We went canoeing in Mexico. 

canon [’kasnan] n -1. [of a cathedral] a Christian 
priest who is on the staff of a cathedral. 
-2. [of somebody's behavior] a basic principle 
or rule □ the canons of taste and decency. -3. 
the Canon in the Roman Catholic Church, 
the central prayer of the Mass. 

canonize, -ise [’kasnanaiz] vt in the Roman 
Catholic Church, to declare <a dead per- 
son> to be a saint. 

can opener n a device used for opening cans 
of food. 

canopy [’kaenapi] (pi canopies) n -1. [on furni¬ 

ture] a decorative piece of material that 
hangs over something, especially over a bed 
or seat. -2. [of trees] the highest branches 
and leaves in a forest or jungle that form a 
single layer. 

cant [kaent] n statements about morals or reli¬ 
gion made by somebody who does not real¬ 
ly believe what they are saying (disapproving 
use). 

can't [US kaent, GB ka:nt] = cannot. 

Cantab, (abbr of Cantabrigiensis) from Cam¬ 
bridge University (used after university de¬ 
grees). 

cantaloupe ['kaentaloop] US, cantaloup [ kaent- 
alu:p] GB « a large melon with orange flesh 
and green and yellow skin. 

cantankerous [kaen'taerjkaras] adj [person] who 
is unfriendly and complains and quarrels a 
lot □ a cantankerous old man. 

canteen [kaen'tiin] n -1. a restaurant that is 
part of a school, workplace, military camp 
etc. -2. a plastic or metal container for water 
that is carried by people on a long walk or 
expedition. -3. a box containing a set of 
knives, forks, and spoons. 

canter [’kasntar] o n a speed at which a horse 
moves that is faster than a trot but slower 
than a gallop □ The horse broke into a canter. 
o vi [horse, rider] to move at a canter. 
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Canterbury [US 'kamtarberi, GB ’kaentabari] a 
city in Kent, England, that is famous for its 
cathedral, population: 33,000. 

cantilever ['k<entali:var] n a beam or girder 
that is fixed at one end and supports a 
structure, e.g. a shelf, bridge, or an arch, at 
the other □ a cantilever bridge. 

Canton [kaen'tDn] = Guangzhou. 

Cantonese [,kaenta'ni:z) o n the language spo¬ 
ken in Guangzhou. It is also the language 
spoken by many Chinese people living in 
Hong Kong, Britain, and the USA. o adj that 
comes from Guangzhou □ Cantonese food. 

Canute [ka'niuit] (995-1035) King of England 
from 1016, Denmark from 1019, and Nor¬ 
way from 1028. According to a famous sto¬ 
ry he stood on a beach and ordered the 
waves to turn back. 

canvas ['kaenvas] « -1. a strong heavy fabric 
that is used for making tents, sails, bags etc 
□ a canvas rucksack. ■ under canvas [sleep, live] 

in a tent. -2. art a piece of canvas used for 
an oil painting; an oil painting, 

canvass [’kaenvas] o vf -1. POLmcs to visit 
<people or a place> to ask people to vote 
for one's party; to try to get <people’s 
votes, support> etc in this way □ We've can¬ 
vassed the whole street/area. □ They're canvass¬ 
ing local support for the Democrats. -2. to find 
out <people's opinions> by asking them 
questions, o vi politics Good morning, I'm can¬ 
vassing for the Green Party. 

canvasser [’kaenvasar] « a person who can¬ 
vasses votes, opinions etc. 

canvassing ['kaenvasir)] n the activity of can¬ 
vassing votes, opinions etc. 

canyon ['kaenjan] n a very deep narrow valley 
that often has a river flowing through it. 

cap [kaep] (yt & yy capped, cont capping) o n 

-1. [for one’s head] a soft flat hat, usually 
worn by men or boys; a hat, usually flat, 
that sometimes has a small stiff part at the 
front and is worn as part of a uniform □ a 
flat/cloth cap □ a baseball cap. ■ to go cap in 
hand to sb to go and ask sb for something in 
a very humble way. -2. [for a pen, bottle, lens] 

an object designed to cover the end or top 
of a particular thing □ a lens cap. -3. GB the 
cap a contraceptive device used by women 
consisting of a small circle of rubber, 
o vf -1. to be capped with sthg [with snow, 

cloud] to have its top covered with sthg □ 
The mountains were capped with snow. 
-2. [performance, feat] to do or say something 
that is better than <sthg that has been done 
before> □ She capped his story with an even 
better one of her own. □ Cap that, if you can! ■ 
to cap it all a phrase used before the last and 
worst thing in a list of things □ / was lost, 
hungry, and to cap it all, it started to rain. 

CAP [kaep, siiei'pi:] (abbr of Common Agricultur¬ 
al Policy) n the CAP the EU system for sup¬ 
porting farmers by keeping agricultural 
prices at agreed levels. 

capability [.keipa'bilati] (yl capabilities) w 
-1. sb's capability or capabilities the ability 

that sb has to do a particular thing □ Frankly, 
I think the job is beyond his capabilities, a I don't 
doubt her capabilities. -2. military the ability of 
a country to take military action of a par¬ 
ticular kind □ the country's nuclear capability. 

capable [’keipabl] adj -1. to be capable of sthg 

to be strong enough, fast enough, bad 
enough etc to do sthg □ Is he capable of mur¬ 
der? □ The computer is capable of processing 
vast quantities of data. □ It's capable of speeds of 
up to 150 mph. -2. [person] who does some¬ 
thing well without help from other people □ 
She's a very capable driver/doctor. 

capably ['keipabli] adv [perform, do, act] see ca¬ 

pable □ He runs the office very capably. 

capacious [ka'peijas] adj [bag, pocket] that has 
a lot of space. 

capacitor [ka'passitar] n a device for collecting 
and storing an electrical charge, 

capacity [ka'paesati] (yl capacities) n -1. the 
maximum amount that something can con¬ 
tain or produce □ The hall has a seating capac¬ 
ity of 700. □ The factory was working at full ca¬ 
pacity. ■ a capacity audience/crowd an audi¬ 
ence/crowd that fills all the seats in a hall, 
theater etc □ The band played to a capacity 
audience. ■ to be full or filled to capacity to be 
completely full □ The theater was filled to ca¬ 
pacity. -2. an ability that somebody has to do 
something □ His capacity for work is amazing. □ 
Everyone has the capacity to learn. □ The job is 
well within her capacities/capacity. -3. a particu¬ 
lar kind of job that somebody has □ / can 
only comment in my capacity as chairman. □ Mr 
Patel works for them in an unofficial capacity. 

cape [keip] n -1. geography a piece of land 
that sticks out from the mainland into the 
sea. -2. a piece of clothing that is worn 
around the shoulders and fastened at the 
neck like a very short cloak. 

Cape Canaveral [-ka'naevral] a cape in Florida, 
USA, that is the launching site of NASA 
space flights. OLD NAME: Cape Kennedy. 

Cape Cod a cape in Massachusetts, USA, that 
is popular with tourists. 

Cape Horn the cape at the southern end of 
South America that is well known for its 
bad weather and dangers to shipping. 

Cape of Good Hope: the Cape of Good Hope 

the cape at the southern end of South Afri¬ 
ca. 

caper ['keipaT o « -1. the flower bud of a 
Mediterranean plant that is pickled and used 
to flavor food. -2. a dangerous or dishonest 
activity (informal use), o vt [child, lamb] to 
jump around playfully. 

Cape Town the legislative capital of the Re¬ 
public of South Africa, near the Cape of 
Good Hope, population: 1,491,000. 

capillary [US 'kaepaleri, GB ka'pilari] (yl capil¬ 

laries) « a thin blood vessel in the body, 

capita ['kaepata] -» per capita, 

capital ['kaepitl] o adj -1. [letter] written in 
large form, e.g. as the first letter of a sen¬ 
tence □ My name was written in capital letters. □ 
capital "A". -2. a capital offense/crime an 
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offense/crime that can be punished by 

death. 
o n -1. [of a country, state] a city that is the 
center of government of a country or state □ 
Beijing is the capital of China. -2. [of commerce, 

crime] a town or city that is the center of a 
particular activity □ Paris is the capital of fash¬ 
ion. □ Germany's financial capital. -3. = capital 

letter. -4. finance money, especially money 
that is used to start up a business, or money 
that is invested in order to earn interest □ / 
had to use my capital to pay it back. □ They've in¬ 
vested a lot of capital in our business. ■ to make 

capital out of sthg to use sthg to one’s own 
advantage □ Much political capital was made out 
of the governor's mistake. 

capital allowance n a tax allowance given to 
a company for money that is spent on fixed 
assets. 

capital assets npl things that a company 
owns, e.g. land, equipment, and buildings, 

capital expenditure « the money that a com¬ 
pany spends on buying or improving equip¬ 
ment, buildings etc. 

capital gains tax n a tax on any profit made 
from the sale of an asset, 

capital goods npl goods such as machines 
and raw materials that are used to help 
make other goods and are not sold, 

capitalism ['kaspitslizm] n an economic system 
based on private rather than state owner¬ 
ship of property, business, and wealth, in 
which companies and individuals are free to 
compete with each other for profit. 
NOTE: Compare Communism, Socialism, 

capitalist [’kaepitalist] o adj [society, system, 

economy] that works according to the princi¬ 
ples of capitalism; [person] who supports 
capitalism □ the capitalist economies of the 
West, o n -1. a person who supports capital¬ 
ism. -2. a person who has or controls a lot 
of money (disapproving use), 

capitalize, -ise [’kaepitalaiz] v; to capitalize on 

sthg [on a situation, advantage] to use sthg to 
one’s advantage □ Our competitors have capital¬ 
ized on our labor problems. 

capital letter « a letter written in large form, 
as e.g. the first letter of a sentence is written 
□ My name appeared in capital letters. 

capital punishment « legal punishment of a 
crime by death. 

capital stock n the value of all the shares 
that a company is allowed to issue, 

capital transfer tax n a tax that one pays on 
money or property that is given to one as a 
gift or when somebody dies. 

Capitol ['kaepitl]: the Capitol the main building 
where the US Congress meets, in Washing¬ 
ton D.C. 

Capitol Hill the buildings in Washington D.C. 
where the US Congress meets to discuss 
and make laws. The term is used to mean 
the US Congress itself □ There will be a big de¬ 
bate on Capitol Hill. 

capitulate [ka'pitjbleit] vi to agree to the de¬ 
mands of one’s opponents after refusing 

them for some time □ The authorities finally ca¬ 
pitulated in the face of growing public protest. 

capitulation [ka.pitJVleifn] n: see capitulate. 

Capone [ks'poun], Al (1899-1947) a US gang¬ 
ster who was very powerful in Chicago dur¬ 
ing the time of Prohibition, 

cappuccino [US .kaipa'tjnnou, GB .kaepo-] {pi 
cappuccinos) ti a kind of coffee that is made 
with frothy hot milk and is sometimes 
served with chocolate powder on top. 

capricious [ka'prifas] adj [person] who often 
changes their mind for no good reason or 
has sudden changes of mood or behavior. 

Capricorn [’k2epriko:rn] n a sign of the zodiac, 
often shown as a goat; a person bom under 
this sign between December 23 and January 

20. 
caps [kaeps] npl abbr of capital letters. 

capsicum ['kaepsikam] n a red, green, or yel¬ 
low vegetable that is hollow and has seeds 
inside. 

capsize [US 'kaepsaiz, GB kaep'saiz] o vi [boat, 
ship, raft] to turn over in the water, o vt: The 
waves capsized the dinghy. 

Capsule [US 'kaepsl, GB 'kaepsjuil] « -1. MEDICINE 
a small container made of gelatin that con¬ 
tains medicine and is swallowed like a pill. 
-2. [of a spacecraft] the part of a spacecraft 
that the crew live and work in. 

Capt. abbr of captain. 

captain ['kaeptan] o n -1. military a rank in 
the army, navy, or US Air Force □ Captain 
Jones. -2. shipping & aviation the officer in 
charge of a ship or aircraft. -3. sport the 
leader of a team □ He's just been made captain 
of the football team, o vt -1. shipplng & avia¬ 
tion to be in charge of <a ship or airplane>. 
-2. sport to be the leader of <a team>. 

caption [’kaepjn] n the words printed below a 
photograph, picture, or cartoon, that de¬ 
scribe or explain it. 

captivate ['kaeptaveit] vt to attract and fasci¬ 
nate <sb>. 

captivating ['kasptaveitir)] adj [smile, face, 
scene] that one thinks is fascinating and at¬ 
tractive. 

captive ['kaeptiv] o adj -1. [person, animal] that 
has been captured □ He was held or kept cap¬ 
tive for three months. -2. a captive audience a 
person or group of people that is forced to 
listen to somebody because they cannot 
leave, o n a prisoner, especially during a 
war. 

captivity [kaep'tivati] n the state of being held 
in a prison, cage etc and having no freedom 
□ The hostages were held in captivity for three 
weeks. □ an eagle bred in captivity. 

captor l‘kaeptar] « sb's captor the person who 
keeps sb prisoner □ They eventually escaped 
their captors. 

capture [’kaeptj3r] o vt -1. [person] to catch 
<sb> to make them a prisoner, especially in 
a war □ The two pilots are thought to have been 
captured. -2. [town, castle, land] to take control 
of <a place> etc after defeating the people 
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there a The town was captured after a prolonged 
gun battle. -3. [tiger, bird] to catch <an ani- 
mal>, especially in order to keep it □ a horse 
captured in the wild. -4. to capture sb's atten¬ 
tion/imagination etc to attract and hold sb's 
attention, imagination etc □ The song cap¬ 
tured the imagination of young people. -5. [mar¬ 

ket, vote] to succeed in getting <sthg that 
one’s competitors are also trying to get> □ 
Our aim is to capture at least 15% of the soft 
drinks market. □ The socialists captured 30% of 
the vote. -6. [scene, face, mood] to succeed in 
representing <sthg, especially sthg that is 
not easy to describe>, in words, pictures, 
music etc □ The movie captures perfectly the 
atmosphere of the time. -7. computing to enter 
<data> in a computer. 

o « [of a person, animal, town] the act of cap¬ 
turing a person, animal, or place □ a photo 
taken before his capture. 

car [ka:r] n -1. a vehicle that is powered by an 
engine, usually has four wheels, and has 
room for a small number of passengers □ I/Ve 

drove or. went to Boston by car. □ a sports/racing 
car □ a car door/engine/seat □ a car dealer/ 
repairer/manufacturer □ the car industry. -2. one 
of the parts of a train for passengers □ a 
restaurant/sleeping/buffet car. 

carafe [ka'raef] « a glass container with a wide 
bottom and thin neck used for serving wine 
or water. 

caramel ['kaersmel] n -1. burnt sugar that is 
used to flavor and color food. -2. a chewy 
candy made of boiled sugar. 

carat [US kerat, GB 'kaer-] n -1. a unit (0.2g) for 
measuring the weight of diamonds and oth¬ 
er precious stones □ a 44-carat diamond. -2. a 
unit of measure for the purity of gold □ 24- 
carat gold. 

caravan [US 'keravaen, GB 'kaer-] n -1. a long 
line of people, camels, wagons etc all travel¬ 
ing together, especially through the desert. 
-2. GB a vehicle containing beds, cooking 
equipment etc that can be pulled by a car 
and is often used by people when they are 
on vacation □ a caravan holiday/park. 

caravanning [US 'keravaenir), GB 'kaer-] n GB to 
go caravanning to take a vacation in a trailer. 

caravan site « GB a place where people can 
park their trailers when they are on vaca¬ 
tion. 

caraway seed [US 'kerawei-, GB 'kaer-] n a seed 
with a strong taste, used in cooking. 

carbohydrate [,ka:rbou'haidreit] n a substance 
that is contained in some foods, e.g. pota¬ 
toes, bread, or cakes, and that gives one en- 
ergy. 

♦ carbohydrates tipi types of food, e.g. bread 
and potatoes, that contain a lot of carbohy¬ 
drate. 

car bomb n a bomb that consists of explo¬ 
sives hidden inside a car. 

carbon ['kanban] n -1. a chemical element that 
is found in its pure form in diamonds and 
graphite, and is present in coal, oil, and all 

organic matter. SYMBOL: C. -2. [of a document] 
= carbon copy. -3. = carbon paper. 

carbonated [’kadbaneitad] adj [water, drink] that 
is fizzy because it contains bubbles of car¬ 
bon dioxide gas. 

carbon copy n -1. [of a document] a copy of a 
document that has been made by using car¬ 
bon paper. -2. to be a carbon copy of sb/sthg 

to be exactiy the same as sb/sthg else. 

carbon dating « a method of measuring the 
age of very old objects by calculating the 
amount of radioactive carbon they contain. 

carbon dioxide [-dai'Dksaid] n a gas that is 
present in the atmosphere and is formed 
e.g. when animals and humans breathe out. 
FORMULA: C02. 

carbon fiber n thin threads of carbon used 
for making metals, ceramics, and resins 
stronger. 

carbon monoxide [-ma'noksaid] n a poisonous 
gas produced when carbon bums in very lit¬ 
tle air, e.g. in a car engine. FORMULA: CO. 

carbon paper n a thin sheet of paper with a 
dark substance on one side. It is placed be¬ 
tween two pieces of plain paper so that 
what is typed or written on the top piece is 
copied onto the bottom piece. 

car-boot sale n GB a sale that takes place out¬ 
side, e.g. in a parking lot or field, and at 
which people sell things from the trunk of 
their car. 

carburetor ['kmrbareitr] us, carburettor [,ka:ba- 
'reto| GB n a device that produces the mixture 
of air and gasoline that is burned in a car 
engine. 

carcass ['ka:rkas] « the body of a dead animal. 

carcinogenic [,ka:rsm3'd3enik] adj [substance] 
that causes cancer. 

card [ka:rd] n -1. cards one of a set of 52 
small rectangular pieces of stiff paper with 
numbers or pictures on one side, used for 
playing games □ a deck of cards □ a card 
game/player. • to play one's cards right to 
handle a situation or behave in the right 
way, so that one gets something one wants 
□ If you play your cards right you could end up 
running this place. ■ to put or lay one's cards 

on the table to tell somebody one’s 
thoughts, plans, ideas etc, especially after 
one has kept these secret. -2. [for showing in¬ 
formation] a small rectangular piece of stiff 
paper or plastic that has a name or informa¬ 
tion written on it □ a membership/visiting/ 
business card □ Do you have my card? -3. [for 
sending a message] a piece of stiff paper, 
folded in half with a picture on one side, 
that one sends to another person on a spe¬ 
cial occasion □ a birthday/Christmas/greeting 
card. -4. = postcard. -5. GB stiff paper □ a 
piece of card. 

♦ cards « any game that is played using cards 
□ They were sitting playing cards, □ a game of 
cards. 

♦ in the cards us, on the cards gb adv likely 
to happen (informal use) □ A management 
buyout is still in the cards. 
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cardamom ['ka:rcbm3m] n the seeds of an 
Asian plant that are used as a spice, 

cardboard [’ka:rdbo:rd] n thick stiff paper used 
for making boxes, cartons etc □ a cardboard 

folder/file. 

cardboard box n a box that is made of card¬ 

board. 

card-carrying adj a card-carrying member an 
official and active member of an organiza¬ 
tion, party etc □ For years I was a card-carrying 
member of the Green Party. 

card catalog n US a set of cards, usually in a 
library, that have information written on 
them and are arranged in alphabetical order, 

cardholder ['ka:rdhould3r] n the person who 
has a particular credit or debit card, 

cardiac ['kaddiaek] adj [disease, massage, failure] 

that is connected with the heart, 

cardiac arrest n a medical condition in which 
one’s heart stops beating. 

Cardiff ['ka:rdif] the capital of Wales and its 
main port, population: 272,600. 

cardigan ['ka:rdigan] n a knitted top like a 
sweater with buttons up the front, 

cardinal ['kcr/dsnl] o adj [principle, idea] very 
important and fundamental o a cardinal vir¬ 
tue/sin. on a priest in the Roman Catholic 
Church who is next in rank to the Pope, 

cardinal number, cardinal numeral « a 
number that shows quantity, e.g. 1, 2, 3, ra¬ 
ther than order, e.g. first, second. 
NOTE: Compare ordinal number, 

card index « gb = card catalog, 

cardiology [,ka:rdi'Dbd3i] « the medical study 
and treatment of heart disease, 

cardiovascular [,ka:rdiou'vaeskj3l3r] adj [disease, 

system] that is connected with the heart and 
the blood vessels. 

cardsharp ['ka:rdja:rp] n a person who cheats 
at cards to make money, 

card table « a small square table for playing 
cards on. 

card vote n GB a vote by people at a labor 
union meeting in which each person’s vote 
represents the votes of all the members of 
his or her union. 

care [kear] on-1. the activity of providing 
somebody or something with what they 
need in order to be or stay healthy, safe, in 
good condition etc □ She/This plant needs a lot 
of care. □ He has several patients in his care. □ 
care facilities, ■ in care GB [child] who is being 
looked after by a local authority because a 
court has ordered this to happen □ When she 
went to prison her children were taken into care, 
m to take care of sb to be responsible for the 
comfort, safety etc of sb □ The nurses took 
very good care of me. □ She can take care of her¬ 
self. ■ to take care of sthg to deal with sthg □ 
That will be taken care of later. □ I'll take care of 
the bill. ■ take care! a phrase used to say 
goodbye to somebody □ OK, I'll see you to¬ 
morrow. Take care! Bye! -2. attention to what 
one is doing so that one does not make mis¬ 
takes or cause damage □ Take more care with 

your writing/work. □ 'Handle with care. ■ to take 

care to be careful □ I've learned to take more 
care of my body. ■ to take care to do sthg to 
make sure one does sthg □ He always took 
great care to lock up the house at night. □ Take 
care not to drip water on the carpet. -3. a care 

something that makes one worried □ She 
was weighed down with cares. □ / walked along 
without a care in the world. 
o vi to be concerned about something and 
think it is important □ / really do care, you 
know. □ All he cares about is his car/himself. □ 
"Do you want to go out for a drink or stay in?" — 
"I don't really care." □ Who cares? ■ I couldn't 

care less it doesn’t matter to me at all (infor¬ 
mal use) □ / couldn't care less what he thinks! 

♦ care of prep at the address of <sb> □ Write 
to me care of my sister in Adelaide. 

♦ care for vt fus -1. to care for sb/sthg to like 
sb/sthg □ / don't care for opera/him much. □ 
Would you care for a drink? -2. to care for sb to 
take care of sb who is ill or too young to 
take care of themselves □ He spent his life car¬ 
ing for the sick. 

CARE [kear] (abbr of Cooperative for American 

Relief Everywhere) n a US organization that 
sends packages of food, medicine, clothing, 
and tools to people who need help in devel¬ 
oping countries □ a CARE package. 

careen [ks'rim] vi = career, 

career [ks'riaT o « -1. a job or profession that 
requires training and that somebody does 
for a long period of their life □ a career in 
medicine/banking □ Many women are understand¬ 
ably worried about taking a career break. -2. the 
part of one’s fife that one spends working □ 
He has enjoyed a long career in show business/ 
politics. □ Most of her career was spent abroad, 
o comp a career diplomat/soldier etc a dip¬ 
lomat/soldier etc who aims to do their job 
for all of their working life, o vi to move 
very fast in an uncontrolled way □ The van 
careered down the road. 

career counselor n us a person whose job is 
to give advice about careers, especially to 
students about to leave school or college, 

careerist [ka'riarast] « a person who does 
their job mainly because they want to keep 
getting more power and success (disapprov¬ 
ing use). 

careers [ka'ri3rz] comp a careers office/service 

etc an office/service etc that provides infor¬ 
mation and advice to people to help them 
choose a career □ a careers advice center. 

careers adviser, careers officer n gb = career 

counselor. 

career woman n a woman whose career is 
very important to her. 

carefree ['kearfrii] adj [person] who is cheerful 
and not worried because they have no prob¬ 
lems □ a carefree attitude/life. 

careful [’kearfl] adj -1. [person] who is sensible 
and tries to avoid danger, problems, mis¬ 
takes etc □ He's a very careful driver. □ Be care¬ 
ful! □ He's very careful with his money. ■ to be 

careful to do sthg to make sure that one 
does sthg □ She's always careful not to offend 
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people. -2. [work, preparation] that is done 
with care so that no mistakes are made and 
nothing is left out □ She's a careful and meticu¬ 
lous worker. □ I've given your proposal careful 
consideration. 

carefully ['keaftli] adv -1. [walk, hold, handle] in 
a way that avoids hurting anybody or dam¬ 
aging anything □ Please drive carefully! -2. 
[read, listen] with careful attention; [think, 

consider] seriously and thoroughly □ He 
thought carefully before replying. □ a carefully 
thought-out plan. 

caregiver ['ke3rgiv3r[ n a person who cares 
for a child or for somebody who is sick or 
disabled. 

careless ['kesflas] adj -1. [person] who is not 
careful and makes mistakes, loses things etc; 
[work, mistake] that is done with too little 
thought or care □ a careless driver □ That was a 
careless thing to do/say! -2. [gesture, ease] that 
is relaxed and does not show any effort □ 
She was dressed with careless elegance. 

carelessly f'kcahasli] adv [drive, speak, act] see 
careless □ Books were carelessly scattered 
across the floor. 

carelessness [’kearlasnas] n [of a person, 

somebody's work] see careless □ Mary makes 
mistakes through sheer carelessness. 

carer [’kearar] n a person, especially a relative, 
who cares for an ill or disabled person, 

caress [ka'res] o « a gentle touch or kiss, es¬ 
pecially as a sign of affection, o vt to give 
<a person or animal> a caress, 

caretaker ['kearteikar] n a person whose job is 
to look after a large building by keeping it 
clean, doing repairs etc □ the school caretaker. 

caretaker government n a government that 
holds power for a short time after the end 
of one government and before the election 
of a new one. 

car ferry n a ferry designed to carry cars, 

cargo [’ka:rgou] (pi cargoes or cargos) n goods 
that are carried by a ship, plane, truck etc □ 
We have a cargo of coffee and bananas. □ a car¬ 
go ship/plane. 

car hire n GB = car rental. 

Caribbean [us kers'bian, GB kasr-] o -1. the 

Caribbean (Sea) a part of the Atlantic Ocean 
between North America, South America, 
and the West Indies. -2. the Caribbean the 
islands in the Caribbean Sea. o adj: Carib¬ 
bean culture/cooking. 

caribou [US 'keribu:, GB 'kaer-] (pi caribou or 

caribous) n a large deer from North America, 

caricature ['kasrik3t.fu3r] o n -1. [of a person] a 
picture or description of somebody that ex¬ 
aggerates the way they look or behave, es¬ 
pecially in a humorous way. -2. [of the facts, 

truth) a very exaggerated account of some¬ 
thing. o vt to draw or describe <sb> as a 
caricature. 

caries [’kearfiz] decay of the teeth or bones 
(technical use). 

caring ['kearig] adj [person, attitude, society] that 
shows kindness and concern for other peo¬ 
ple □ a caring home environment. 

caring professions npl the caring professions 

the professions that involve caring for peo¬ 
ple, e.g. nursing, social work, and medicine, 

carnage ['ka:rmd3l n the violent killing of a 
large number of people, especially in battle, 

carnal ['ka:rnl] adj [desire, pleasure] that in¬ 
volves sex or sexual feelings (formal and dis¬ 
approving use). 

carnation [ka:r'nei/n] n a plant that has 
sweet-smelling pink, white, or red flowers. 

Carnegie [ka:r'neigi], Andrew (1835-1919) a 
US businessman who gave millions of dol¬ 
lars to education and the arts. He was re¬ 
sponsible for building many libraries, and 
also Carnegie Hall in New York. 

Carnegie Hall ['kaibiagi-] a large concert hall 
in New York. 

carnival ['ka:rmvl] « -1. a celebration that 
takes place in the street, usually before East¬ 
er, and often involves a large procession of 
people who dance to loud music in colorful 
costumes. -2. US an outdoor event with 
bright lights and music, where people enjoy 
themselves by riding on fast machines, play¬ 
ing games of skill or strength etc. 

carnivore ['ka:rnivo:r] n an animal that is car¬ 
nivorous. 

carnivorous [kaCmvaras] adj [animal, species] 
that eats the flesh of other animals, 

carol [US 'kersl, GB 'kaer-] n a religious song 
that is traditionally sung at Christmas □ a 
carol singer. 

carouse [ks'rauz] vi to drink a lot of alcohol 
and have fun in a noisy way. 

carousel [US .kers'sel, GB ,kaer-] n -1. US [at an 
amusement park] a mechanical device consist¬ 
ing of a circular covered platform with mod¬ 
els of animals or cars on which children can 
sit while the machine turns around. -2. [at an 
airport] a circular conveyor belt on which 
passengers’ baggage is placed for collection 
after a flight. 

carp [ku:rp] (pi carp or carps) On a large, ed¬ 
ible, freshwater fish, o vi to complain □ He's 
always carping about poor service in hotels. 

car park « GB a place where people can leave 
their cars. 

Carpathian Mountains = Carpathians. 

Carpathians [ka:r'pei0i3nz]: the Carpathians a 
mountain range in central Europe extending 
from Slovakia to Romania, highest point: 

2,655 m. 

carpenter ['ka:rp3nt3r] n a person whose job is 
to make or repair things made of wood, 

carpentry ['ka:rp3ntn] n the work of a carpen¬ 
ter. 

carpet ['ka:rpit] o « -1. a piece of a heavy fab¬ 
ric such as woven wool that is used for cov¬ 
ering floors or stairs □ a wall-to-wall/stair car¬ 
pet. ■ to sweep sthg under the carpet to keep 
sthg secret. -2. a carpet of leaves/snow etc a 
thick covering of leaves, snow etc on the 
ground, o vt -1. to put a carpet on the floor 
of <a house, room> etc □ I'd like to carpet the 
whole house in the same color. -2. to be car- 
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peted with sthg [with snow, leaves) to be cov¬ 
ered with a thick layer of sthg. 

carpetbagger ['kaVpatbaegs1] n in US history, a 
Northerner who went to live in the South 
after the Civil War to improve their financial 
situation or political career (disapproving use), 

carpet slipper n a soft shoe for wearing in¬ 

doors. 
carpet sweeper [-,swi:porJ « a device for 

sweeping the dirt from carpets, 

car phone n a phone that is designed to be 
used in a car. 

car pool n -1. US a group of people who trav¬ 
el to work, school etc together by sharing a 
car. -2. GB a group of cars owned by a com¬ 
pany for the use of its employees, 

carport ['ka:rpo:rt] n a shelter for a car that is 
attached to the side of a building and con¬ 
sists of a roof supported on posts, 

car radio n a small radio fitted in a car. 

car rental « the act or business of renting 
cars □ a car rental company. 

carriage [US 'kerid3, GB 'kaer-] n -1. a vehicle 
with four wheels that is pulled by horses. 
-2. [of goods] the transport of goods from 
one place to another; the cost of this trans¬ 
port. ■ carriage paid or free GB with the cost 
already paid by the sender. ■ carriage for¬ 
ward GB with the cost to be paid by the re¬ 
ceiver. -3. [on a machine] a moving part of a 
machine, e.g. a typewriter, that supports an¬ 
other part. -4. [of a person] the way that one 
holds one’s head and body when standing, 
moving etc (literary use). -5. GB rail a vehicle 
forming part of a train that carries passen¬ 
gers □ a railway carriage. 

carriage clock n a small ornamental clock 
with a rectangular case and a handle on top. 

carriage return n a lever or key on a type¬ 
writer or computer for moving to the begin¬ 
ning of a new line. 

carriageway [us 'kerid3wei, GB 'kaer-] n GB the 
part of a road which vehicles travel along, 

carrier [US 'keriar, GB 'kaeria] n -1. INDUSTRY 
somebody or something, e.g. an airline, that 
carries goods or people from one place to 
another. -2. medicine a person, animal etc 
that carries a disease which they can infect 
others with although they do not have any 
symptoms of it themselves □ carriers of the 
AIDS virus. -3. military = aircraft carrier. 

-4. GB = carrier bag. 

carrier bag « gb a large plastic or paper bag 
with handles, used for carrying shopping, 

carrier pigeon n a pigeon that has been 
trained to carry messages from one place to 
another. 

carrion [US 'kerian, GB 'kaer-] n the rotting flesh 
of dead animals □ Crows feed on carrion. 

Carroll ['kaeral], Lewis (1832-1898) a British 
writer and mathematician. His most famous 
works are the children’s stories Alice's Ad¬ 
ventures in Wonderland and Through the 
Looking-Glass. 

carrot [US 'kerat, GB 'kaer-] n -1. a long, thin, 

orange-colored root vegetable that is cooked 
or eaten raw in salads □ carrot cake/soup. 
-2. something that is used to try to tempt 
somebody to do something (informal use), 

carry,[US 'keri, GB 'kaeri] (pt & pp carried) o vt 
-1. [child, load, equipment] to take <sb/sthg> 
somewhere by holding them in one’s hands, 
arms, on one’s back etc so that they do not 
touch the ground □ He was carrying a suitcase. 
-2. [passenger, goods, information] to take 
<sb/sthg> from one place to another □ My 
car can only carry four people. □ The seeds are 
carried for miles by the wind. □ The pipeline car¬ 
ries the oil inshore to the terminal. -3. [gun, wal¬ 

let] to have <sthg> with one all the time □ / 
never carry cash when I'm abroad. □ The car car¬ 
ries a spare wheel. -4. [person, animal, insect] to 
have <a disease or virus> and be likely to 
spread it to others □ Mosquitoes do not carry 
Aids. -5. [penalty, fine, responsibility] to have or 
involve <sthg> as a necessary part or result 
of itself; [message, warning] to contain or 
show <sthg> □ All operations carry an element 
of risk to the patient. □ All our products carry a 
six-month guarantee. -6. to be carried [motion, 

proposal] to be accepted after getting enough 
votes □ The motion was carried by 62 votes to 
30. -7. to be carrying a child to be pregnant. 
-8. math to move <a number> from one col¬ 
umn of figures to the next when doing a 
sum. 
o vi [sound, noise, voice] to be able to be 
heard a long way away □ Their laughter car¬ 
ried over the water. 

♦ carry away vt fus to get carried away to be¬ 
come so interested, angry, enthusiastic etc 
about something that one does too much □ 
I/Ve went shopping and I got a little carried away! 

♦ carry forward vt sep to carry a number for¬ 
ward in bookkeeping, to move a number 
from the bottom of a column to the top of 
the next page. 

♦ carry off vt sep -1. to carry sthg off to do 
<sthg difficult successfully □ / never thought 
we'd carry it off! -2. to carry a prize/award off 
to win a prize/award □ They carried off first 
prize. 

♦ carry on o vt fus -1. to carry on sthg [conver¬ 
sation, tradition, relationship] to continue sthg 
without stopping □ He told me to carry on tak¬ 
ing the pills. -2. to carry on sthg to start sthg 
again after stopping for a short time □ / in¬ 
tend to carry on working after I've had the baby, 
o vi -1. to continue something □ We carried 
on with our meal. □ We'll take a break now, then 
carry on after coffee. -2. to behave in a silly, 
excited, or worried way (informal use). 

♦ carry out vt sep to carry sthg out [plan, threat, 
instructions] to do sthg that has been ordered 
or planned □ The gang carried out a series of 
attacks on elderly people. □ I'm only carrying out 
orders. 

♦ carry through vt sep to carry sthg through 
[plan, reform] to complete sthg successfully, 
even though there are problems, 

carryall [US 'kerioil, GB 'kaer-] n US a large soft 
bag that people use for carrying clothes and 
possessions when they travel. 
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carrycot [us 'kerikm, gb 'kaer-] « gb a small 
bed with high sides and handles in which a 
baby can be carried. 

carry-on adj carry-on luggage luggage that 
passengers take on to a plane with them. 

carry-out n US & SCOT a cooked meal that one 
can buy at a restaurant and take away to 
eat. 

carsick ['ka:rsik] adj to be carsick to feel sick 
while traveling in a car. 

cart [ka:rt] o n -1. a vehicle with two or four 
wheels that is used for carrying things, is 
pulled by a horse or by hand, and is often 
used on a farm. -2. US = grocery cart, o vf 
-1. [hay, crops] to carry <sthg> to a place in a 
cart. -2. [person, luggage] to carry or take 
<sb/sthg heavy> to a place, especially with 
difficulty (informal use) □ I'm not carting that 
suitcase around with me all day. □ He was carted 
off to the police station. 

carte blanche [,ka:rt'bla:nj'] n to give sb carte 
blanche to give sb complete freedom to do 
what they want or think best □ We were giv¬ 
en carte blanche to employ whoever we wanted. 

cartel [ka:r'tel] « a group of people or compa¬ 
nies that work together as a way of limiting 
competition and controlling prices □ a drugs 
cartel. 

carthorse ['ka:rtho:rs] « a large, very strong 
horse used in the past to pull carts and farm 
equipment. 

cartilage ['ka:rt3lid3l n a substance that forms 
most of the skeleton of young animals and 
humans and is found in the nose and joints 
of adults; a piece of this tissue □ He fell and 
tore a cartilage in his knee. 

carton ['ka:rtn] n -1. a strong cardboard box. 
-2. a cardboard or plastic container in which 
food or drink is sold □ a milk/yogurt/fruit-juice 
carton. 

cartoon [ka:r'tu:n] « -1. [in a newspaper, maga¬ 

zine] a humorous drawing; a series of these 
drawings that tell a story □ a political cartoon. 
-2. cinema a movie in which the characters 
and background are drawn by artists. 

cartoonist [ka:r'tu:n3st] n a person whose job 
is drawing cartoons. 

cartridge ['ka:rtrid3] n -1. [in a gun] a metal, 
plastic, or cardboard tube that contains a 
bullet and the explosive charge used to fire 
it. -2. [in a pen] a plastic tube that contains 
ink and fits inside a pen. -3. [in a camera] a 
container with film inside that is loaded into 
a camera. -4. [in a record player] the part of 
the arm of a record player that holds the 
needle. -5. [in a photocopier, printer] a small 
plastic device that contains ink and fits in¬ 
side a printer or photocopier. 

cartridge paper n a strong thick paper used 
for drawing. 

cartridge pen tt a pen that contains a small 
plastic tube full of ink that is replaced when 

empty. 

cartwheel ['ka:rtwi:l] n an acrobatic move¬ 
ment made by putting one’s hands on the 

ground, then throwing one’s legs sideways 
so that one lands back on one’s feet. 

car valeting [-vaelat ir)] « GB a service offered 
by some garages in which a car is cleaned 
inside and outside. 

carve [ka:rv] o vt -1. [sculpture, figure] to make 
<an object> out of wood or stone by cut¬ 
ting pieces off it; |wood, stone] to cut and 
shape <sthg> in this way □ a carved wooden 
staircase □ He carved the wood into the form of a 
horse. -2. [lamb, beef] to cut <meat> into 
slices. -3. [writing, pattern] to cut <a design> 
into wood □ They carved their names on the 
tree, o vi to cut meat into slices. 

♦ carve out vt sep to carve sthg out [career, 

niche, position] to get sthg for oneself by 
working hard □ He has carved out a place for 
himself in politics. 

♦ carve up vt sep to carve sthg up [property, 

country] to divide sthg between a few peo¬ 
ple, especially in a greedy way □ They carved 
up the profits between them. 

Carver [ ka:rv3r], George Washington (1864- 
1943) a US scientist who originally came 
from a slave family. He encouraged educa¬ 
tion for black people and improved farming 
methods in the south of the USA. 

carving ['ka:rvirj] n -1. the art of making 
carved objects, sculptures, or designs. -2. an 
object that has been carved □ a beautiful 
wood/stone carving. 

carving knife n a sharp knife for cutting 
cooked meat into slices. 

car wash n a machine at a gas station that 
washes cars automatically using large 
brushes and hoses. 

Casanova [.kaeza'nouvs] n a man who has a 
reputation for having a lot of lovers. 

cascade [kae'skeid] o n a waterfall or series of 
waterfalls that flows over rocks, o vi [water 

sparks] to fall downwards quickly and in 
large amounts □ The water cascaded over the 
rocks. □ Her hair cascaded over her shoulders. 

case [keis] n -1. a single example or occasion 
of something □ It was a case of mistaken iden¬ 
tity. □ In this particular case, I felt I had no choice 
but to leave. • a case in point a good example 
□ This school is a case in point, with a failure rate 
of over 50%. ■ in some/most cases on some/ 
most occasions □ In most cases, complaints 
were dealt with in less than a month. -2. [of a 
doctor, lawyer] a person or problem that is 
being dealt with by somebody such as a 
doctor, lawyer, adviser, or social worker □ 
Our complaints department deals with cases like 
these. □ There have been several cases of mea¬ 
sles in the area. -3. law a crime or complaint 
that the police are investigating; the trial in 
court that results from this □ a murder/rape 
case □ Her case is due in court next week. -4. [in 
an argument] the facts and arguments given 
in support of an opinion □ She made a strong 
case for cutting taxes. -5. [for holding something] 
a box or other container for holding and 
protecting something, especially one that 
can be carried □ a violin/binocular case □ a case 
of wine/books. -6. GB = suitcase. -7. phrase to 
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be the case to be true or correct □ That is cer¬ 
tainly not the case in the United States. 

♦ in case o conj take an umbrella in case it 
rains take an umbrella because it might rain, 
o adv\ Should I keep a spare key, just in case? 

♦ in case of prep 'in case of emergency' if 
there is an emergency. 

♦ in any case adv used to give a new and 
more important reason for something □ In 
any case, that's not the point. 

♦ in that Case adv if what has just been said 
is true or correct □ "What if it doesn't work? 
— "In that case we'll start again." 

♦ in which case conj if this happens or is 
true □ He Tnay still come, in which case we can 
all leave together. 

case history n a record of a person’s past, 
e.g. their medical history, that helps to ex¬ 
plain and treat a present illness or problem 
that they have. 

caseload [’keisloud] « the amount of work 
that a social worker, psychiatrist etc has to 
do, consisting of individual cases, 

casement [’keismant] n a casement (window) a 
window that has hinges at one side and 
opens outward like a door, 

case study « a detailed study of a person or 
group of people over a period of time by 
doctors, sociologists etc. 

cash [kaej] on-1. money in the form of notes 
and coins rather than checks or credit cards 
□ I've got £20 in cash. □ She always pays (in) 
cash. □ a cash payment. -2. money (informal 
use) a I'm a little short of cash. -3. cash in ad¬ 
vance an arrangement in which goods or 
services are paid for before they are re¬ 
ceived. ■ cash on delivery —* COD. o vf to ex¬ 
change <a check> for money. 

♦ cash in vi to cash in on sthg to take advan¬ 
tage of sthg in a way that is thought by oth¬ 
er people to be wrong or unfair (informal use) 
□ Everyone is cashing in on his idea. 

cash and carry n a large store which sells 
goods in large quantities at a cheaper price, 

cashbook ['kaefbuk] « a book in which a per¬ 
son or company keeps a record of all the 
money they spend and receive, 

cash box « a metal box, usually with a lock, 
for keeping money in. 

cash card n a plastic card that is used for get¬ 
ting money from a cash dispenser, 

cash cow n a product or part of a business 
that keeps making a profit, 

cash crop n a crop that is grown in order to 
be sold. 

cash desk « GB a desk or counter in a store 
where goods are paid for. 

cash discount n a discount that is offered to 
somebody when they pay in cash rather 
than by check or credit card, 

cash dispenser « a machine, usually built 
into the outside wall of a bank, where one 
can get money by putting in a plastic card 
and entering a personal code number, 

cashew [’kaeju:] « a cashew (nut) a small 

curved nut that grows in the tropics, often 
eaten roasted and salted, 

cash flow n the movement of money into 
and out of a business □ They failed to expand 
because of cash flow problems. 

cashier [kae'Ji3r] « -1. a person in a store 
whose job is to take money as payment for 
goods. -2. a person in a bank whose job is 
to cash checks, take payments etc. 

cash machine n = cash dispenser, 

cashmere [US 'kae3mir, GB ‘kaejmia] n a fine 
soft wool that is very expensive □ a cash- 
mere sweater/scarf. 

cashpoint (machine) ['ksejpoint-] n GB = cash 
dispenser. 

cash price n the price of something when it 
is paid for in cash rather than by check or 
credit card. 

cash register n a machine in a store that is 
used to add up and record the prices of 
goods bought, with a drawer for keeping 
the money received. 

cash sale « the act of selling something for 
cash. 

casing [’keisirj] n something that covers and 
protects something else □ a rubber casing □ 
Remove the outer casing before use. 

casino [ka'siinou] {pi casinos) n a place where 
people gamble by playing games, e.g. rou¬ 
lette or cards. 

cask [US katsk, GB ka:sk] n a large wooden bar¬ 
rel for wine, sherry, beer etc □ ’Matured in 
oak casks. ’ 

casket [US 'kasskat, GB ka:sk-] n -1. US a box in 
which a dead person is buried or burned. 
-2. a small box for jewels and other valuable 
things. 

Caspian Sea [.kaespjan-]: the Caspian Sea the 

world’s largest inland sea, between south¬ 
eastern Europe and Asia, 

casserole ['kssarool] n -1. a casserole (dish) a 
deep dish with a lid for cooking food in an 
oven. -2. food cooked in a casserole □ a 
chicken/vegetable casserole. 

cassette [ka'set] n -1. a rectangular plastic box 
that holds a roll of audio or video tape and 
fits into a machine for playing or recording. 
-2. a container of photographic film that fits 
into a camera. 

cassette deck n a machine for playing and 
recording audio cassettes, usually as part of 
a hi-fi system. 

cassette player « a machine for playing 
audio cassettes. 

cassette recorder « a machine for playing 
and recording audio cassettes, 

cassock ['kaesak] n a long robe, usually black, 
that is worn by Christian priests in church, 

cast [US kaest, GB ka:st] {pt & pp cast) o vt 
-1. to cast an eye or a glance over sthg to 
look at sthg quickly □ Could you cast an'eye 
over this report? ■ to cast doubt on sthg to 
make people doubt sthg □ His indecision casts 
doubt on his ability to govern, m to cast a spell 
to change somebody or something using 
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magic □ The witch cast a spell on the prince. 
-2. to cast a shadow/light to send a shad¬ 
ow/light somewhere □ The flames cast a red 
glow around the room. -3. [object] to throw 
<sthg> (literary use). -4. [person] to choose 
<an actor> to play a role in a play, movie 
etc □ She cast him in the role of Hamlet. -5. to 
cast one's vote to vote. -6. [in a mold] to 
make <an object> by leaving liquid metal or 
plastic in a mold until it hardens □ a statue 
cast in bronze. 

o vi fishing to throw a fishing line into the 

water. 

on-1. all the actors in a particular play, 
movie etc □ He was in the cast of "Showboat". 
□ a member of the cast □ a cast of thousands. 
-2. medicine = plaster cast. 

♦ cast about, cast around vf fus to cast 
about or around for sthg to try to think of 

sthg to do or say □ We're desperately casting 
around for ideas. 

♦ cast aside vf sep to cast sb/sthg aside to get 
rid of sb/sthg that one no longer wants □ He 
later cast aside his pacifism. 

♦ cast off o vf sep to cast sthg off [mood, bur¬ 
den] to get rid of sthg (formal use) a She cast 
off her old habits, o vi -1. to unfasten a boat 
or ship and start sailing. -2. to fasten the 
stitches tightly at the end of a piece of knit¬ 
ting to stop them from coming loose. 

♦ cast on vi to put the first row of stitches 
onto a needle at the beginning of a piece of 
knitting. 

castanets [.kaesta’nets] npl a Spanish musical 
instrument that consists of two small pieces 
of wood that are held in the hand Find 
knocked together. 

castaway [US 'kasstawei, GB ’karst-] « a person 
who has survived a shipwreck and been car¬ 
ried by the sea to an empty shore or island. 

caste [US kaest, GB ka:st] « one of the fixed 
classes in some societies, especially in Hindu 
society □ a caste system □ a low-/high-caste 
family. 

caster [US 'kaestr, GB ’kaista] n one of the small 
wheels under a bed, chair, sofa etc. 

caster sugar n GB fine white sugar used in 

cooking. 

castigate [’kaestageit] vf to criticize <sb> se¬ 

verely (formal use). 

casting [US ’bestir), GB ’karst-] « the process of 
choosing actors for a play, movie etc □ a 
casting director. 

casting vote n the vote of the most impor¬ 
tant member of a group or committee that 
is used to decide an issue when there is an 
equal number of votes for and against it. 

cast iron n a strong kind of iron that is made 
into objects by pouring it in liquid form into 
a mold and leaving it until it hardens. 

♦ cast-iron adj -1. [gate, stove, railing] made of 
cast iron. -2. a cast-iron will/decision a firm 
and strong will/decision. -3. a cast-iron alibi/ 
guarantee an alibi/a guarantee that is very 
certain and can be trusted. 

castle [US 'kassl, GB ’kaisl] n -1. a large and 

very old building with thick walls, ditches 
etc to protect it against attack. -2. chess a 
chess piece which can move in a straight 
line but not diagonally. 

castoff [US 'kaestDf, GB ’kaist-] n a piece of 
clothing that is given away because it is no 
longer wanted or needed □ / used to wear all 
my elder brother's castoffs. 

castor [us 'kasstr, GB ’kaista] n = caster, 

castor oil n a thick yellow oil used as a medi¬ 
cine. 

castor sugar n = caster sugar, 

castrate [US 'kaestreit, GB kre'streit] vf to re¬ 
move the testicles of <a man or animal>. 

castration [kae’streijn] n: see castrate. 

Castro [’kasstrou], Fidel (1927- ) the Com¬ 
munist revolutionary leader of Cuba, who 
became Prime Minister in 1959, and Presi¬ 
dent in 1976. 

casual [’ka23U3l] adj -1. [behavior, attitude, per¬ 

son] that seems not to care or be concerned 
□ He tried to appear casual when talking about it. 
n He cast a casual glance over the report. ■ a 
casual observer a person who does not look 
at something in detail □ To the casual observer 
this may seem like a very ordinary event. -2. [re¬ 

lationship, affair] that is not serious and does 
not last for long □ casual sex. -3. [meeting] 

that happens without being planned. -4. 
[clothes, shoes] that are informal and comfor¬ 
table □ casual wear. -5. [work, worker] that is 
not regular or permanent □ a casual job/ 
laborer. 

casually [’kas3uali] adv [glance, behave, dress] 

see casual □ She was casually dressed. □ He 
casually mentioned he was leaving town. 

casualty [’kae3U3lti] (pi casualties) n -1. [in a 

war, accident] a person who has died or been 
injured in a war, accident, or disaster □ There 
were heavy casualties. -2. GB [in a hospital] a 
part of a hospital where people who have 
suddenly fallen ill or have been injured in 
accidents are taken for emergency medical 
treatment □ She's in casualty. -3. a casualty of 
sthg [of a change, policy, system] a person or 
thing that is lost, destroyed, or suffers as a 
result of sthg □ Truth is often the first casualty 
in political debates. 

casualty department « GB [in a hospital] = 

casualty. 

cat [kaet] « -1. a small furry animal with 
whiskers and sharp claws, often kept as a 
pet or to catch mice □ a domestic cat. ■ to let 
the cat out of the bag to tell somebody a se¬ 
cret, often by mistake. ■ to be like a cat on a 
hot tin roof US or on hot bricks GB to be un¬ 
able to stay still because one is very nervous 
or excited. -2. any animal related to the do¬ 
mestic cat, e.g. a lion or tiger □ a member of 
the cat family. -3. auto = catalytic converter, 

cataclysmic [.kseta'klizmik] adj [effect, change] 

that seems very big and disastrous, 

catacombs [us 'kastakoumz, GB -ku:mz] npl a 
series of underground rooms and tunnels 
where bodies were once buried. 

Catalan ['kaetalaen] o n -1. a person who comes 
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from or lives in Catalonia. -2. the language 
of Catalonia, o adj: see Catalonia, 

catalog us, catalogue [ksetalog] o « -1. 

business a book, often illustrated with pho¬ 
tographs, listing all the items for sale in a 
store, at an auction, or through the mail □ a 
mail-order catalog. -2. [of a museum, gallery, li¬ 
brary] a book listing everything in a collec¬ 
tion □ / bought a copy of the exhibition catalog. 
-3. a catalog of disasters/crimes etc a series 
of disasters/crimes etc that happen close to 
each other □ A whole catalog of errors led up to 
the crisis, o vf -1. to make a list of the 
<books, works of art> etc in a collection. 
-2. to make a list of cmistakes, crimes> etc. 

Catalonia [.kaets'lounja] a self-governing re¬ 
gion of northeastern Spain, with many tour¬ 
ist resorts and industries, 

catalyst ['kaetolost] « -1. CHEMISTRY a substance 
that speeds up a chemical reaction without 
being affected itself. -2. somebody or some¬ 
thing that causes a social or political change 
□ The shelling of unarmed civilians could act as a 
catalyst for UN military intervention. 

catalytic converter [,kaet3litikk3n'v3:rt3r] n a 
device in the exhaust of a car that reduces 
the amount of harmful gas produced, 

catamaran [.kaetoma'ran] rt a boat or ship 
with two hulls joined by a single deck, 

catapult ['kaetapAlt] GB o n -1. a weapon for 
shooting stones, usually used by children, 
which consists of a Y-shaped stick with an 
elastic strip fastened between the two sides. 
-2. a machine for launching aircraft from an 
aircraft carrier, o vf -1. to fire <sthg> from a 
catapult. -2. to throw <sthg> very suddenly 
and quickly □ The impact catapulted him 
through the windshield. -3. to be catapulted to 
fame/stardom etc to suddenly become fa¬ 
mous/a star etc because of some event □ The 
show catapulted her to fame. 

cataract ['kaetoraekt] n -1. an area of the lens 
of the eye that has become unclear and pre¬ 
vents one from seeing properly □ cataract 
surgery. -2. a large waterfall (literary use), 

catarrh [ka'ta:r] n a condition in which a thick 
yellowish substance is produced in one’s 
nose and throat, e.g. when one has a cold, 

catastrophe [ka'taestrafi] n a terrible event 
that causes great suffering, destruction, or 
death □ He predicted that lifting the arms embar¬ 
go would lead to catastrophe. 

catastrophic [.kacto'strofik] adj [result, event, 
war] that causes great suffering, destruction, 
or death □ Pollutants are being released un¬ 
checked with catastrophic results for the environ¬ 
ment. 

cat burglar « a burglar who gets into build¬ 
ings by climbing high walls and roofs, 

catcall ['kaetkoil] n a loud noise made by 
somebody in an audience to show they do 
not like something. 

catch [kaetj] {pt & pp caught) o vf -1. [a moving 
object] to take hold of <an object> while it is 
moving through the air □ I just managed to 
catch the glass before it hit the ground. 

-2. [criminal, mouse, fish] to stop and hold 
onto <a person or animal> that is trying to 
escape □ / went fishing but didn't catch anything. 
-3. [person] to surprise <sb>, especially while 
they are doing something wrong or illegal □ 
He was caught stealing from the petty cash. □ 
Don't let me catch you telling lies again! -4. to 
catch a train/plane etc to get onto a train/ 
plane etc and travel somewhere □ / caught 
the 7:30 train to Lille. -5. [train, plane, program] 
not to be too late to get, see, or hear <sthg> 
□ 1/1/e just caught the last bus/the end of the 
movie. ■ to catch the post GB to put a letter, 
package etc in the mailbox before it is emp¬ 
tied. -6. not to catch sthg [name, reply, word] 
not to hear sthg clearly □ / didn't catch what 
you said. -7. to catch sb's attention/imag¬ 
ination to make sb interested in what is hap¬ 
pening □ The trial has caught the public's 
interest/imagination. -8. to catch sight of sb/ 
sthg, to catch a glimpse of sb/sthg to see sb/ 
sthg suddenly for a short time and not com¬ 
pletely □ / caught sight of him in the crowd. 
-9. [cold, measles, cholera] to get <an illness or 
disease> □ Put a thick sweater on or you’ll catch 
a chill. -10. [part of one’s body, clothing] to get 
<sthg> trapped or stuck □ / caught my finger 
in the door. □ She caught her sleeve on a nail. 
-11. to catch the light to reflect the light and 
shine □ Her ring sparkled as it caught the light. 
-12. [person, animal, target] to hit <sb/sthg> □ 
He caught me on the chin and it really hurt, 

o vi -1. [coat, sleeve, hair] to become trapped 
or stuck □ My skirt caught on the barbed wire 
and tore. -2. [fire, wood] to start to bum □ The 
fire wouldn't catch because the wood was damp, 

o n -1. [with one’s hands] the act of taking 
hold of an object that is moving through the 
air, especially a ball □ Good catch! -2. [of fish] 
an amount of fish that has been caught □ 
The boat landed its catch in Dover. -3. [on a door, 
window] a device used to fasten containers, 
windows, doors etc □ a safety catch. -4. [in a 
situation] a disadvantage or problem, espe¬ 
cially one that has been hidden deliberately 
□ The plan seems perfect, but there must be a 
catch in it somewhere. 

♦ catch at vf fus to catch at sthg [branch, rope, 
arm] to try to take hold of sthg □ He caught at 
the railing and missed. 

♦ catch on vi -1. [fashion, craze, trend] to be¬ 
come popular □ No one thought the idea would 
catch on. -2. [person] to begin to understand 
slowly or later than everybody else (informal 
use) □ Her husband eventually caught on to what 
was happening. 

♦ catch out vf sep to catch sb out GB to make 
sb make a mistake, especially in order to 
show that they are lying or doing something 
wrong □ They asked a lot of questions to try and 
catch me out. 

♦ catch up o vf sep -1. to get caught up in 
sthg [in a crime, affair, argument] to become in¬ 
volved in sthg, usually against one’s will. 
-2. to catch sb up GB to come from behind 
and reach the same point as sb □ You go on 
ahead, I'll catch you up in a minute, o vi -1. to 
come from behind and reach the same point 
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as somebody □ Our competitor is the most suc¬ 
cessful company in the market but we're catching 
up fast. □ Let's wait here for the others to catch 
up. -2. to catch up on sthg [on work, sleep, 

reading] to spend time doing sthg that one 
has not been able to do for a while □ We 
had a lot of news to catch up on. 

♦ catch up with vt fus -1. to catch up with sb 
to reach the same point or level as sb □ 
We've only had two lessons so you'll soon catch 
up with us. □ / finally caught up with her at the 
gate. -2. to catch up with sb to catch sb one 
has been chasing for some time □ The police 
finally caught up with him in Barcelona. □ The 
taxman will catch up with you in the end! 

catch-22 [-twenti'tu:] n a catch-22 situation a 
situation that one cannot escape from be¬ 
cause one needs one thing in order to get a 
second thing, but cannot get the second 
thing unless one has the first thing. 

catch-all adj [clause, term) that is general 
enough to cover all possibilities. 

catcher ['kaetJsr] n the baseball player behind 
homeplate who catches the ball when it is 
not hit by the batter. 

catching ['kaet/irj] adj to be catching [disease, 

enthusiasm] to be easily passed on to other 
people (informal use). 

catchment area ['kaetfmant-] n GB the area 
served by a school, hospital etc, which peo¬ 
ple living in the area are expected to go to. 

catchphrase ['kaetffreiz] n a phrase that is 
used by somebody famous, e.g. an enter¬ 
tainer, and is associated with them. 

catchword ['kstfw3:rd] « a well-known word 
or phrase that is often repeated, e.g. by a 
political party. 

catchy ['kaetJi] (compar catchier, super! catchi¬ 
est) adj [tune, song] pleasant and easy to re¬ 
member. 

cat door n US a small opening in the door of 
a house through which cats can enter and 
leave. 

catechism ['kaetakizm] n a series of questions 
and answers that are used to teach Christian 
beliefs. 

categorical [.kaeta'grarkl] adj [denial, refusal, 

statement] clear and firm. 

categorically [.kaeta'gDrikli] adv [deny, refuse, 

state] see categorical □ She categorically denied 
any involvement in the affair. 

categorize, -ise ['kaetagaraiz] vt to put <sb/ 
sthg> into a category □ He is categorized as a 
Romantic. 

category [US 'kaetagoiri, GB -agari] (pi catego¬ 
ries) n a group or class of people or things 
with similar qualities □ Her work doesn t fall 
into any neat category. 

cater ['keitar] vi [person, company) to provide 

food and drinks. 
♦ cater for vt fus to cater for sb GB to cater to 

sb. 
♦ cater to vt fus -1. to cater to sb US to give 

sb what they need or want □ The magazine 
caters to independent working women. □ We ca¬ 
ter to all levels of ability. -2. to cater to sthg to 

provide somebody with sthg that they want 

but that is thought to be bad □ This kind of 
rhetoric caters to the very worst in people. 

caterer ['keitarar] n a person whose job is to 

provide food and drink for particular occa¬ 

sions □ a firm of caterers. 

catering [‘keitarig] n the service of providing 

food and drink for special occasions □ A local 
firm did the catering. □ a catering college □ the 
catering industry. 

caterpillar ['kaetarpilar] n a small long animal 

with many legs that moves slowly and de¬ 

velops into a butterfly. 

caterpillar tracks npl a continuous band of 

metal plates attached to the wheels of 

heavy vehicles, e.g. tanks or bulldozers, 

catfish ['kaetfif] (pi catfish or catfishes) n a fish 

with long thin parts around the mouth that 

look like whiskers, 

cat flap n GB = cat door, 

cat food n food for cats sold in cans, 

catgut ['ksetgAt] n a strong cord made from 

the intestines of animals and used to make 

the strings of violins and tennis rackets, 

catharsis [ka'0a:rsas] (pi catharses [-si:z]) n the 

release of strong emotions in a harmless 

way, e.g. by talking about them or by ex¬ 

periencing them through drama or music, 

cathedral [ka'0i:dral] n the main church in an 

area that a bishop is in charge of □ St 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. 

Catherine the Great [,kae0randa'greit] (1729- 
1796) Empress of Russia from 1762 to 
1796. 

catheter ['kae0atar] « a thin tube that is put 

into an opening in the body for putting in 

medicine, taking out urine etc. 

cathode ray tube [,kae0oud-] « a device used 

in television sets and computers that pro¬ 

duces an image by sending a beam of elec¬ 

trons onto a screen. 

catholic [’kae01ik] adj [tastes, interests] that in¬ 

clude a wide range of things. 

Catholic On a member of the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church, o adj: a Catholic priest/school. 

Catholicism [ka'0olasizm] n the Roman Catho¬ 
lic religion. 

catkin f'kaetkin] n a flower shaped like a long 

thin tail that hangs from some types of tree, 

e.g. willows or hazels. 

cat litter n special grains that are placed in a 

tray in the house for cats to use as a toilet. 

Catseyes™ i'kaetsaiz] npl GB small pieces of 

glass fixed in the middle of a road that re¬ 

flect car headlights at night and guide driv¬ 

ers. 

Catskill [ kaetskil]: the Catskills, the Catskill 
Mountains a mountain range in the south¬ 
east of New York State, USA. highest point: 

1,282 m. 

catsup [’ksetsap] « US a rich tomato sauce con¬ 
taining vinegar, served cold with food, 

cattle ['ksetl] npl cows and bulls □ a herd of cat¬ 
tle □ cattle farming. 
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cattle guard US, cattle grid gb n a row of 
metal bars over a hole in the ground that 
stops cows and sheep from going over it. 

catty ['kaeti] (compar cattier, superl cattiest) adj 
[person, remark] spiteful (informal use), 

catwalk ['kaetwo:k[ « -1. a raised path or 
bridge, e.g. between two parts of a large 
building. -2. the catwalk the raised path 
where models walk in a fashion show. 

Caucasian [koi'keizjsn] (formal use) o adj who 
belongs to a white race □ The suspect is a 

Caucasian male in his early twenties, o n a per¬ 
son who is Caucasian. 

Caucasus ['kaikasas]: the Caucasus a moun¬ 
tainous region in southeastern Europe be¬ 
tween the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. 
HIGHEST POINT: 5,642 m. 

caucus ['koikos] (pi caucuses) n -1. in some 
states of the USA and Australia, a large po¬ 
litical meeting where people decide who 
will represent their party in an election and 
what their policies will be. -2. in Britain, a 
group within a political party that is strong 
enough to influence policy, 

caught [ko:t] past tense <S2 past participle of 
catch. 

cauliflower ['knliflauD'] n a large vegetable 
consisting of a rough, round, hard, white 
part surrounded by green leaves, 

causal I'koizl] adj [relationship] in which one 
thing is caused by another o There is no caus¬ 
al link between the two events. 

cause [ko:z] o « -1. [of an event] a person, ac¬ 
tion, or event that makes something happen 
□ The cause of the crash is still unknown. □ She 
died of natural causes. □ the law of cause and ef¬ 
fect. -2. cause for sthg a good reason for feel¬ 
ing or doing sthg □ We mustn't give our clients 
cause for complaint. □ There is no cause for con¬ 
cern. -3. something such as a charity, politi¬ 
cal movement, or principle that people fight 
for or support □ Please give generously, it’s for 
a good cause. 
o vt [delay, problem, anxiety] to be the cause 
of <sthg> □ The accident was caused by faulty 
wiring. □ Who would have thought a missing fax 
could cause so much trouble? □ The traffic 
caused them to miss the appointment. □ Torren¬ 
tial rain caused the game to be postponed. 

causeway ['koizwei] « a raised path or road, 
usually over water. 

caustic [’koistxk] adj -1. [chemical, cleaner] that 
can burn or destroy materials. -2. [comment, 

wit] unkind and hurtful, 

caustic soda n a strong chemical substance 
used in cleaning products, 

cauterize, -ise ['koitsraiz] vt to close <a 
wound> by burning it with a hot object or 
caustic substance. 

caution ['ko:/n] o « -1. care that one takes to 
avoid danger □ Proceed with caution. □ Treat 
everything he says with caution. □ 'Caution: han¬ 
dle with care.' □ A word of caution, do not let the 
glue come Into contact with your skin. -2. GB law 

an official warning given by a policeman to 

somebody who has committed an offense, 
telling them not to do it again. 
o vt -1. to caution sb against doing sthg to 
warn sb not to do sthg because it may be 
dangerous or unwise. -2. GB law to warn 
<sb> that they will be charged with a crime 
and that anything they say may be used 
against them at their trial □ He was taken 
down to the police station and cautioned. -3. GB 
law to caution sb for sthg to warn sb that 
they have done sthg wrong and should not 
do it again □ She was cautioned for speeding. 

cautionary [US 'koifsneri, GB -an] adj a caution¬ 
ary tale a story that gives a warning, 

cautious ['koijss] adj [person, approach, reply! 

that is very careful and does not take risks □ 
He is cautious by nature. □ Here we are seeing a 
more cautious approach to foreign policy. 

cautiously ['koi/asli] adv [move, approach, reply] 

see cautious □ / tapped the mysterious package 
cautiously. □ We are cautiously optimistic about 
winning the contract. 

cavalier [,kaev3'liar] adj [person, manner, attitude] 

having no respect or concern for other peo¬ 
ple’s feelings. 

cavalry ['kaevlri] « -1. soldiers who fight on 
horses. -2. the section of an army that uses 
armored vehicles. 

cave [keiv] n a large natural hole either under¬ 
ground with an opening to the surface or in 
the side of a cliff or hill. 

♦ cave in vi -1. [roof, ceiling] to collapse. -2. 
[person] to stop opposing something, espe¬ 
cially because one is under pressure □ Even¬ 
tually they caved in to our demands. 

caveman ['keivmaen] (pi cavemen [-men]) n a 
person who lived in a cave in prehistoric 
times. 

cavern ['ksevarn] n a large cave, 

cavernous ['kasvatias] adj [room, mouth, space! 

that seems very big and deep □ The sound 
echoed in the cavernous depths below.- 

caviar(e) ['kaevia:r] « the salted black or red 
eggs of the sturgeon fish that are eaten as a 
delicacy. 

caving ['keivii)] n the sport or activity of ex¬ 
ploring caves □ We sometimes go caving. 

cavity ['kaevati] (pi cavities) n -1. a hole or hol¬ 
low space in an object or structure, or in 
one’s body □ the nasal cavity. -2. a hole in a 
tooth where the tooth is decayed, 

cavity wall insulation n gb a way of keeping 
out cold and noise from a room by building 
the walls in two separate layers and filling 
the space with special material, 

cavort [ko'vo:rt] vi to dance or behave in a 
noisy or sexual way. 

cayenne [kei'en] n cayenne (pepper) a very hot 
red powder made from capsicum peppers 
and used to flavor food. 

CB n -1. (abbr of Citizens' Band) = CB radio. 
-2. (abbr of Companion of (the Order of) the 
Bath) an honorary title in Britain. 

CBC (abbr of Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
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tion) n a Canadian radio and television com¬ 
pany that is paid for by the state. 

CBD (abbr of central business district) n AUS the 
business district of a town. 

CBE (abbr of Companion of (the Order of) the 
British Empire) n an award given to some¬ 
body who has achieved a lot for Britain. 

CBI (abbr of Confederation of British Industry) tt 
the CBI a federation of British companies 
that carries out surveys and research for its 
members. 

CB radio n a set of radio frequencies used by 
the public to talk to one another on radios; 
a radio that uses these frequencies to send 
and receive messages. 

CBS (abbr of Columbia Broadcasting System) n 
a major national TV network in the USA. 

CBT (abbr of computer-based training) n the 
use of computers for training people. 

CC On abbr of cubic centimeter □ a 7300 cc en¬ 
gine. o [on a document] abbr of carbon copy. 

CCTV n abbr of closed-circuit television. 

CD o n abbr of compact disc □ a CD player, o -l. 
abbr of civil defense. -2. (abbr of Corps Diplo¬ 
matique) the diplomatic corps. 

CDI, CD-i (abbr of compact disc interactive) n a 
compact disc that contains test, sound, and 
pictures, and is used in a special machine at¬ 
tached to a television. 

CD player n = compact disc player. 

Cdr. abbr of commander. 

CD-ROM [,si:di:'rt>m] (abbr of compact disc 
read-only memory) n a compact disc that 
contains text, sound, and pictures, and is 
used in a computer. The information on a 
CD-ROM cannot be changed □ The dictionary 
is now available on CD-ROM. 

CDT (abbr of Central Daylight Time) n the time 
used in summer in the central USA and 
Canada. 

CDV (abbr of compact disc video) n a compact 
disc that plays movies. 

CDW abbr of collision damage waiver. 

CE abbr of Church of England. 

cease [sirs] (formal use) o vt to stop doing 
<sthg> □ The firm has ceased trading. □ You 
never cease to amaze me! o vi to stop hap¬ 
pening □ It rained without ceasing. 

cease-fire n an agreement by two sides in a 
war to stop fighting for a period of time, es¬ 
pecially while discussions about permanent 
peace take place □ The two sides agreed to a 
temporary cease-fire. □ a cease-fire resolution. 

ceaseless ['siisbs] adj [rain, activity, noise] that 
does not stop (formal use). 

cedar ['si:d3r] n a cedar (tree) a tall evergreen 
tree with branches that spread out horizon¬ 
tally and leaves shaped like needles. 

cede [si:d] vt [right, authority, land] to give 
<sthg> to somebody else, often unwillingly 
and because there is no choice □ The territory 
was ceded to France in the nineteenth century. 

cedilla [sa'dib] n an accent (J put under a let¬ 

ter, e.g. the letter “c” in French, to show 
that it is pronounced in a certain way. 

Ceefax™ fsiifaeks] « the BBC teletext service, 

ceilidh ['keili] n an informal party in Scotland 
or Ireland with dancing, folk music, and 
singing. 

ceiling ['sitiirj] n -1. [of a room] the surface at 
the top of a room inside a building □ From 
the ceiling hung a large lamp. -2. [on prices] an 
upper limit that is put on spending, prices, 
wages etc by a government or official or¬ 
ganization □ The government has imposed a 
ceiling on interest rates. 

celebrate ['sebbreit] o vt -1. [anniversary, suc¬ 
cess] to mark <an important event or date> 
by enjoying oneself, e.g. by having a party □ 
He always celebrated his birthday with a big din¬ 
ner. a The company celebrated 50 years of busi¬ 
ness yesterday. -2. [beauty, heroism, person] to 
praise <sb/sthg> (formal use). -3. [marriage, 
Mass] to perform <a religious ceremony>. 
o vi to show that one is happy about an 
event by doing something enjoyable, e.g. 
having a party □ / got the job — let's celebrate! 

celebrated ['sebbreitad] adj [writer, actor, 
speech] well-known and admired, 

celebration [.seb'breijn] n -1. the act of cel¬ 
ebrating something □ There was much celebra¬ 
tion after her promotion was announced. -2. an 
event or occasion that celebrates something 
□ The celebrations went on late into the night. 

celebrity [sa'lebrati] (pi celebrities) n a person 
who is well-known, especially in the world 
of show business □ TV celebrities. 

celeriac [ss'leriaek] n a kind of celery with a 
large round root that is eaten as a vegetable, 

celery ['sebri] « a vegetable that grows in 
long green sticks, often eaten raw in salads 
□ a stick of celery. 

celestial [us sa'lestfal, gb -'lestjsl] adj [body, 
sphere, being] that is connected with the sky 
or heaven (literary use). 

celibacy ['sebbasij n: see celibate □ a vow of 
celibacy. 

celibate ['sebbat] adj -1. [priest, monk] who is 
unmarried or does not have sex because of 
their religious beliefs. -2. [person] who is not 
having a sexual relationship with anybody □ 
I've been celibate for three years. 

cell [sel] n -1. biology the smallest unit of a 
living thing, e.g. a plant or animal, that is 
able to function independently □ blood cells. 
-2. [for prisoners] a small room in which a 
prisoner is kept □ He was kept overnight in a 
police cell. □ a prison cell □ a cell block. -3. re¬ 
ligion a small room with very simple furni¬ 
ture in which a monk or nun lives. -4. [in an 
organization] a small group of people who 
work together, often secretly, as part of a 
larger organization □ a terrorist cell. 

cellar ['sebr] ti -1. a room underneath a house 
that is used for storing things □ a coal/wine 
cellar. -2. the stock of wine that is kept in a 
cellar □ He keeps a good cellar. 

cellist ['tjebst] « a person who plays the cello, 

cello ['tjeloo] (pi cellos) n a musical instrument 
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like a large violin that is held upright be¬ 
tween the player’s knees and played with a 
bow □ She plays the cello. 

Cellophane™ t'selafein] n a thin transparent 
material that is used to wrap food and other 
products. 

cellphone ['selfoun], cellular phone ['seljala1-] 
n a telephone that works without wires and 
that people use while traveling around, 

cellulite ['seljalait] n fat in the body that 
makes the skin look slightly swollen and 

lumpy. 
Celluloid™ ['seljaloid] « a type of plastic used 

in the past for making film, 

cellulose ['seljalous] n the material from 
which the cell walls of plants are made, 
used in making paper, film, plastic etc. 

Celsius ['selsiss] n a scale for measuring tem¬ 
perature in which water freezes at 0° and 
boils at 100° □ 20 degrees Celsius. 

Celt [kelt] n a member of a people who lived 
in the British Isles and western Europe in 
ancient times. 

Celtic f'keltik] adj: see Celt □ Celtic art. 

cement [ss'ment] o « -1. a gray powder made 
of limestone and clay that is mixed with 
sand and water and used in building. -2. a 
kind of strong thick glue, o vt -1. [floor, path] 

to cover <a surface> with cement. -2. [two 

objects] to glue <sthg> to something else. 
-3. [relationship, tie] to make <a link or con- 
nection> stronger □ They cemented their new 
friendship with a major business deal. 

cement mixer n a machine with a revolving 
round container in which cement is mixed 
with sand and water. 

cemetery [US 'semateri, GB -atri] (pi cemeteries) 

n a place, usually not next to a church, 
where dead people are buried □ a war cem¬ 
etery. 

cenotaph [US 'senataef, GB -ta:f] « a monument 
built to remind people of soldiers who were 
killed in a war. 

censor ['sensar] o vf to examine <a book, 
movie, letter> etc in order to ban or remove 
any parts that are considered offensive, im¬ 
moral, or politically unacceptable □ Most 
newspapers printed the words in a censored 
form, o n an official whose job is to censor 
books, movies, letters etc □ a movie censor. 

censorship ['sens3rJip] « the practice of cen¬ 
soring letters, movies, books etc. 

censure ['senJV] o « strong official criticism □ 
The police chief's comments met with strong 
censure, o vt to criticize <sb/sthg> officially 
□ The social services were heavily censured for 
their failure to act. 

census ['sensas] (pi censuses) n an official sur¬ 
vey, made by a government, that gathers in¬ 
formation about the number of people living 
in the country, their age, occupation etc □ A 
census of the population was taken in 1991. 

cent [sent] n a small unit of money in many 
countries, including the United States, Aus¬ 
tralia, and Canada, that is worth one hun¬ 
dredth of a larger unit □ 50 cents. 

centennial [sen'tenjal] US, centenary [US sen- 
'tenari, GB -‘ti:n-l GB (pi centenaries) n the day 
or year that marks one hundred years since 
an event took place □ This year is/marks the 
centennial of Van Gogh's death. □ centennial cel¬ 

ebrations. 

center us, centre gb ['sentar] o « -1. [of an 
area] the point or part that is at an equal dis¬ 
tance from all points on the edge of an area 
□ They have an office in the center of town. □ A 
vase stood in the center of the table. -2. a 
medical/sports etc center a building where 
people can have medical treatment/play 
sports etc □ a drug rehabilitation center. -3. a 
cultural/trading etc center a place that is very 
important for culture/trading etc □ New York 
is one of the world’s most important financial cen¬ 
ters. -4. to be at the center of a row/dispute 
etc to be the most important person or 
thing in a row/dispute etc □ The government 
is at the center of the dispute. ■ the center of 
attention somebody who everybody is inter¬ 
ested in □ She loves being the center of atten¬ 
tion. -5. the center politics political groups 
that are moderate and neither very left-wing 
nor very right-wing. -6. sport a player who 
plays mostly in the middle of the playing 
field. 
o adj -1. that is in the center □ a center part¬ 
ing. -2. a center party/politician a party/ 
politician that is in the middle of two more 
extreme parties. 
o vt [text, picture] to place <sthg> in the cen¬ 
ter of something □ The title isn't centered. 

♦ center around, center on vt fus to center 
around or on sthg to be concentrated on or 
directed at sthg □ The controversy centered 
around the workers' pay claim. □ Attention was 
centered on the figure of the President. 

center back n soccer a player who plays in 
the center of the defense positions, 

center-fold n -1. two pages, often illustrated, 
at the center of a newspaper or magazine. 
-2. a picture of a naked or nearly naked 
woman in the center of a magazine, 

center forward n sport a player who plays in 
the center of the attack positions, 

center half n = center back, 

center lane n US the middle lane of a road, 

center of gravity n the point in an object on 
which it balances. 

centerpiece us, centrepiece gb ['sentarpi:s] « 
-1. a decoration, e.g. a vase of flowers, that 
is placed in the middle of a table. -2. the 
most important or attractive part of some¬ 
thing □ The painting is the centerpiece of the 
whole exhibition. 

Centers for Disease Control npl the Centers 
for Disease Control a US organization, partly 
funded by the government, that tries to pre¬ 
vent the spread of diseases and encourage 
better health care for the public, 

center-spread n the two pages, often illus¬ 
trated, at the center of a magazine or news¬ 
paper. 

centigrade ['sentagreid] n a scale for measur- 
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ing temperature in which water freezes at 
0° and boils at 100° □ 76 degrees centigrade. 

centigram(me) [’sentagrsem] n one hundredth 
of a gram. 

centiliter us, centilitre gb ['sentalkta-J n one 
hundredth of a liter. 

centimeter us, centimetre gb [sent3mi:t3r] « 
one hundredth of a meter. 

centipede ['sentapiid] « a long thin crawling 
creature like a worm with a lot of legs. 

central [’sentrsl] adj -1. [area, object, place] that 
is in the center or is the center of something 
or somewhere □ They live in central Spain. □ 
The office had a large central conference room. 
-2. [house, office] that is easy to reach be¬ 
cause it is in or near the center of a town, 
city etc □ My apartment is very central. □ The 
company has moved to a more central location. 
-3. a central organization/committee an or¬ 
ganization/a committee that is the most 
important and makes all the main decisions 
□ The central office has refused permission. -4. 
[aim, idea, person] most important □ The minis¬ 
ter was the central figure in the scandal. □ She 
played a central role in improving conditions for 
women. □ Education is a central issue. ■ to be 

central to sthg [to success, a plan] to be a very 
important part of sthg □ Participation is abso¬ 
lutely central to our new management strategy. 

Central America the strip of land connecting 
North and South America, consisting of Be¬ 
lize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and parts of 
Mexico and Colombia. 

central bank n a bank that is owned by a 
state, controls the amount of money avail¬ 
able, and helps to decide interest rates. 

Central Criminal Court —» Old Bailey. 

central government n the government of a 
whole country as opposed to local govern¬ 
ment of a region or city. 

central heating n a system of heating build¬ 
ings in which hot water, oil, or air flows 
through pipes into radiators □ Does the house 
have central heating? 

centralization [us .sentrab'zeijn, GB -ai'zeijn] 
tv. see centralize □ the process of bureaucratic 
centralization. 

centralize, -ise ['sentrolaiz] vt [power, govern¬ 
ment, system] to put <sthg> under central, 
rather than regional, control. 

centralized ['sentralaizd] adj [power, govern¬ 
ment, system] that is controlled by one main 
authority rather than several regional ones. 

central locking [-'lDkig] n a system of locking 
a car in which a key turned in one lock 
automatically locks all the other doors too. 

centrally ['sentrali] adv [positioned, situated] see 
central □ The hotel is centrally located. 

centrally heated adj [office, house] that has 

central heating. 

central nervous system « the part of the 
nervous system, consisting of the brain and 
spinal cord, that controls activity. 

Central Park the main park in Manhattan, 
New York City. 

central processing unit n the part of a com¬ 
puter where the main mathematical and 
logical operations are performed, 

central reservation n gb a raised strip of 
grass or concrete that divides the two sides 
of a motorway, 

centre etc GB = center etc. 

centrifugal force [US sen.trifjagl-, GB sentri- 
,fju:gl-] n a force that can be thought of as 
making objects move outward when they 
are traveling in a circle, 

centrist [’sentrist] adj [policy, party] that is mod¬ 
erate rather than extreme politically, 

century ['sentjari] (pi centuries) n -1. a period 
of 100 years □ After centuries of violence, 
peace was finally made. -2. a period of 100 

years used in dates and calculated forwards 
or backwards from the year in which Jesus 
Christ is supposed to have been bom □ the 
twentieth century □ in the first century BC. ■ at 
the turn of the century at the end of one cen¬ 
tury and the beginning of the next. 
-3. cricket 100 runs scored by a batsman. 

CEO « abbr of chief executive officer, 

ceramic [sa'raemik] adj [pot, tile] that is made 
from clay that has been shaped and baked 
in an oven until hard. 

♦ ceramics o npl a collective term for ceram¬ 
ic objects, o n the art or activity of making 
these objects. 

cereal ['siarisl] n -1. a plant such as wheat, 

barley, or rice that is grown for its grains 

which are eaten as food □ cereal crops. -2. a 

breakfast food, e.g. cornflakes or granola, 

that is made from grain □ breakfast cereal. 

cerebral ['serabrsl] adj -1. [person, book, activity] 

that involves one’s mind more than one’s 

feelings. -2. [hemorrhage, cortex] that is con¬ 

nected with the brain. 

cerebral palsy « a medical condition, caused 

by lack of oxygen to a baby’s brain before 

birth, in which the muscles do not function 

properly and are very weak, 

ceremonial [.sers'moonjal] o adj [uniform, func¬ 

tion, duty] that is connected with or used in a 

ceremony □ The Chancellor, in ceremonial dress, 
led the procession, o n the particular el¬ 

ements of a ceremony, e.g. the rules and 

rituals of how to behave and what to say. 

ceremonious [.sera'moonjas] adj [behavior, 

greeting] very formal and polite, 

ceremony [US 'seramouni, GB -mam] (pi ceremo¬ 

nies) n -1. a special set of actions and words 

that are performed or spoken at an impor¬ 

tant social or religious occasion □ The wed¬ 
ding ceremony was very short. -2. the special 

behavior and formal words used at a cer¬ 

emony □ The president and his wife were wel¬ 
comed to the palace with great ceremony. ■ 
without ceremony in an informal and hurried 

way □ She was escorted, without ceremony, to¬ 
wards the exit. ■ to stand on ceremony to be¬ 

have in a way that is too formal □ We don't 
stand on ceremony in this house. 
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cert, abbr of certificate. 

certain ['s3:rtn] adj -1. to be certain to have no 
doubts about something □ I'm certain (that) 
things will improve. □ I'm not certain where we re 
going. □ You can be certain of getting good ser¬ 
vice there. ■ to be certain to do sthg to be 
very likely to do sthg □ He is certain to be late, 
m to make certain to check something so that 
one does not make a mistake □ “Did you lock 
the door?" — "/ can't remember, I'll just go and 
make certain.” □ Make certain that you take your 
passport with you. ■ to make certain of doing 
sthg to take action in order to make sure 
that sthg happens □ / made certain of getting a 
ticket by reserving in advance. -2. [fact, knowl¬ 
edge] that is known to be true □ It's certain 
now that Hitler committed suicide in his bunker. 
-3. [result, death] that one is sure will happen 
□ It's certain that she will get the job. -4. a word 
used to refer to a particular person, thing, or 
amount that is known but is not named or 
described exactly □ once you reach a certain 
level of achievement □ Certain people prefer this 
kind of arrangement. □ There are certain things 
one can't discuss openly. -5. some □ Well, that's 
true to a certain extent. □ There's a certain 
amount of risk involved. -6. [feeling, quality) that 
is noticeable but is difficult to define exactly 
□ She has a certain charm, don't you think? -7. a 
certain a phrase used to refer to a person 
who one does not know apart from their 
name □ A certain Mr Jones is asking for you. 

♦ for certain adv without doubt □ England 
won't win, that's for certain. □ I know for certain 
he won’t do anything about it. 

certainly t's3:rtnli] adv -1. a word used to ex¬ 
press strong agreement or approval □ "Can I 
bring a friend along?” — "CertainlyI” □ "Do you 
think it's true?" — "Certainly not!” □ "Do you 
agree?" — "/ certainly do." -2. without any 
doubt □ It's certainly improved since then. 

certainty ['s3:rtnti] (pi certainties) n -1. the 
state of not having any doubts about some¬ 
thing □ / can’t say with any degree of certainty 
whether he'll come. -2. something that is cer¬ 
tain to happen □ There are few certainties in 
life. □ It's an absolute certainty that she'll win. 

CertEd [S3:rt'ed] (abbr of Certificate in Educa¬ 
tion) n a British teaching qualification, 

certifiable [,s3:rti'faiabl] adj -1. [person] crazy 
(informal use). -2. [person] who can be official¬ 
ly classed as being insane, 

certificate [s3r'tifik3t] n an official document 
that states that a particular event has taken 
place □ a birth/death/marriage certificate □ a cer¬ 
tificate of education. 

certification [,s3:rtifi'keijn] n the act of certify¬ 
ing something; documents which certify 
something. 

certified t's3irtrfaid] adj a certified teacher/ 
nurse a teacher/nurse who has successfully 
completed their training, 

certified mail n US a mail service that records 
when and by whom a letter or package is 
sent. 

certified public accountant n US a person 
who has qualified to work as an accountant. 

certify fs3:rtifai] (pt &t pp certified) vt -1. [fact, 
results] to declare <sthg> to be true, espe¬ 
cially in writing □ This card certifies that Paul 
Lloyd is a member of the Civil Liberties Union. □ / 

hereby certify the information above to be cor¬ 
rect. -2. [person, goods, work] to give a certifi¬ 
cate to <sb/sthg> that proves that they have 
done something or are something □ The driv¬ 
er was certified dead by the doctor. -3. [person] 
to declare <sb> officially insane, 

cervical ['s3:rvikl] adj cervical cancer/screening 
cancer/screening of the cervix, 

cervical smear n a small sample of tissue 
taken from a woman’s cervix and used as a 
test for cervical cancer. 

cervix ['s3:rviksj. (pi cervices [s3r'vaisi:z]) n the 
narrow opening at the bottom of a woman’s 
womb. 

CES (abbr of Commonwealth Employment Ser¬ 
vice) n the CES the employment agency run 
by the Australian government." 

cesarean (section) [spzesrian-] n an operation 
to deliver a baby through an opening cut in 
the mother’s stomach □ The baby was born by 
cesarean. 

cessation [se'seijn] n the end of something; a 
pause in something (formal use), 

cesspit [’sespit], cesspool ['sespuil] n -1. a 
hole or container underground into which 
waste, especially human waste, flows. -2. a 
place one thinks is disgusting and corrupt. 

CET (abbr of Central European Time) n the 
standard time in central Europe, 

cf. (abbr of confer) a word used in front of a 
piece of information that is to be compared 
with what has just been mentioned, 

c/f abbr of carried forward. 

C & F = CAF. 

CFA franc (abbr of Communaute financiere 
africaine) n the unit of money used in sever¬ 
al African countries. 

CFC (abbr of chlorofluorocarbon) n a gas used 
in refrigerators and aerosols that is harmful 
to the ozone layer □ a CFC gas. 

eg abbr of centigram(me). 

CG n abbr of coastguard. 

C & GLI n abbr of City and Guilds of London In¬ 
stitute. 

CGT n abbr of capital gains tax. 

ch. abbr of chapter. 

CH (abbr of Companion of Honour) « an honor¬ 
ary tide in Britain. 

Chad [tjsed] a country in central Africa, size: 

1,284,000 sq kms. population: 5,400,000 
(Chadians), capital: Ndjamena. language: 

French, currency: CFA franc, 

chafe [tjeif] o vi -1. [skin, feet] to become 
painful as a result of being rubbed by some¬ 
thing. -2. to chafe at sthg to be impatient 
about sthg. o vr [skin, feet] The harness chafed 
the horse's neck. 

chaff [US tjaef, GB tja:f] n the outer part of 
wheat and other grains that is not used as 
food and is removed by beating. 
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chaffinch ['tfariintf] n a small bird found in 
Europe that has black and white marks on 
its wings and, in the male, a reddish body 
and gray head. 

chain [tjein] o « -1. [of metal, gold] a series of 
linked metal rings □ She wore a silver chain 
around her neck. □ a bicycle chain □ The prison¬ 
ers were kept in chains. • a chain of office a 
large chain worn by an important person 
around their neck as a mark of their official 
status. -2. [of mountains, islands, people] a line 
of people or things that are connected □ a 
mountain chain □ a human chain. ■ a chain of 
events a series of events that are all con¬ 
nected □ This is the chain of events that led to 
the histbric agreement. ■ a chain of command a 
system in an organization in which each 
person has more power than the person be¬ 
low them to give orders to everybody else. 
-3. [of stores, hotels] a number of stores, ho¬ 
tels, companies etc that are all owned by 
the same person or organization □ They own 
a chain of clothes stores. □ a restaurant chain, 
o vt to keep <sb/sthg> in a particular place 
with a chain or chains □ The dog was chained 
to the railings. 

chain letter n a letter, often asking for and 
promising money, that is sent to a number 
of people who are then asked to send copies 
of the letter to several more people. 

chain reaction n a series of events or chemi¬ 
cal reactions, each one of which makes the 
next one happen. 

chain saw n a large saw, driven by a motor, 
that consists of a circular chain with sharp 
cutting teeth. 

chain-smoke vi to smoke one cigarette after 
another without a break. 

chain Store « a large store that is one of a 
group of similar stores which belong to the 
same owner or organization. 

chair [tjear] o « -1. [for sitting on] a piece of 
furniture that is designed for one person to 
sit on, consisting of a seat, four legs, a back, 
and sometimes arms □ Is this chair free1 □ a 
kitchen chair. -2. education the university 
post of a professor □ She holds the chair in 
French at Yale. -3. the chair [at a meeting] the 
position of chairperson of a meeting; a per¬ 
son holding this position □ All questions must 
be addressed to the chair. ■ to take the chair to 
be the chairperson at a meeting, o vt to be 
the chairperson at <a meeting, discussion> 
etc □ Dr. Eliot will be chairing this debate. 

chair lift n a machine for carrying people up 
mountains, ski slopes etc that consists of 
seats that hang from a moving cable. 

chairman ['tfeafnan] (pi chairmen [-man]) n 
-1. a chairperson, usually a man, of a meet¬ 
ing, debate etc. -2. the person in charge of 
an organization or company □ General Powell, 
now retired as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. 

chairmanship ['tjeafnanfip] « the position of 
being chairman; the period during which a 
person is chairman □ She is being considered 

challenging 

for the chairmanship. □ The company prospered 
under his chairmanship. 

chairperson [ltJ'earp3:rsn] (pi chairpersons) n a 
person who is in charge of a meeting, dis¬ 
cussion, or debate and who decides who 
can speak and when. 

chairwoman [ltfe3rwum3n] (pi chairwomen) n 
-1. a female chairperson. -2. a woman who 
is in charge of a company or organization. 

chaise longue [us tJeis'laiQ, gb Jeiz'tor)] (pi 
chaises longues) n a piece of furniture for ly¬ 
ing on that has a back and only one arm. 

chalet [US Jae'lei, GB 'Jaelei] n -1. a kind of 
house common in Switzerland that is made 
of wood and has window shutters and a 
sloping roof. -2. a small wooden house, of¬ 
ten one of a group, .built as accommodation 
in vacation areas. 

chalice ['tfaelss] n a gold or silver cup, espe¬ 
cially one used to hold wine during the 
Christian service of Communion. 

chalk [t/oik] n -1. a very soft white rock □ 
chalk cliffs. -2. a piece of chalk that is used 
for writing or drawing on a slate or black¬ 
board □ written in chalk. 

♦ chalk up vt sep to chalk up sthg to achieve 
sthg successful □ She's already chalked up three 
gold medals. 

chalkboard ['tfoikbodd] « US a hard black 
board that is written on with chalk and is 
often used in teaching. 

challenge ['tjaelind3l o « -1. [in a contest] an 
invitation to fight or compete for something 
□ Will you accept my challenge? □ the challenge 
to the leadership. -2. [of a fact, remark] some¬ 
thing that questions a statement, idea, or 
fact, or a person's right to do something □ 
This is a major challenge to the new legal system. 
□ What he says is always open to challenge. 
-3. [in one’s work, life] a situation, job, task 
etc that is difficult and exciting and that will 
make one have to try hard to succeed □ This 
new job will be a challenge for me. 

; o vt -1. [person] to invite <sb> to fight or 
compete with one in a game, duel, competi¬ 
tion etc □ She challenged me to a game of 
chess. ■ to challenge sb to do sthg to invite 
sb to do sthg that one thinks they cannot 
do or will find very difficult □ He challenged 
anybody to prove he was lying. -2. [authority, 

right, legality] to question <sthg> □ They chal¬ 
lenged the power of the court to decide such 
matters. 

-challenged [’t/aelind3d] suffix added to words 
to say that somebody has a particular prob¬ 
lem that they were born with □ visually-/ 
physically-challenged. 

challenger ['tfaelind39r] « a person who tries 
to win something such as a sports tide from 
somebody who already has it □ the Cup chal¬ 
lengers. 

challenging ['tjaelindsii)] adj -1. [task, job] that 
is exciting because it is difficult □ We offer 
you a challenging and rewarding career. -2. [look, 

tone of voice] that challenges somebody to 
disagree or object to something. 
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chamber ['tfeimbal n -1. a large room used 
for meetings of an official organization □ the 
Council chamber. -2. [in a castle, tomb] a room 
used for a particular purpose, especially in 
an old or underground building □ a torture 
chamber. -3. [in a gun] the space inside a gun 
where the bullet is placed. -4. [of a heart, en¬ 
gine] an enclosed space inside a machine or 
one’s body □ a combustion chamber. -5. gov¬ 
ernment one of the two parts of a parlia¬ 
ment or the US Congress □ the Upper/Lower 
Chamber. 

♦ chambers npl -1. us a judge’s offices. -2. gb 
a barrister’s offices. 

Chamberlain [tjeimbahin], Neville (1869- 
1940) British Prime Minister from 1937 to 
1940. He was criticized for making a deal 
with Hitler and Mussolini in 1938 which he 
said would bring “peace in our time”, 

chambermaid ['tfeimbahneid] n a woman 
whose job is to clean and tidy the bedrooms 
in a hotel or large house, 

chamber music n classical music that is writ¬ 
ten for a small number of instruments, 

chamber of commerce n an organization of 
local business people who work together to 
promote and protect their trade, 

chamber orchestra « a small orchestra, 

chameleon [ka'midjan] n a lizard whose skin 
can change color to match the color of its 
surroundings. 

chamois1 [US Jaem'wa:, GB 'Jsemwa:] {pi cham¬ 
ois) « a small antelope with horns that lives 
in the mountains of Europe and South East 
Asia. 

chamois2 I'Jaemi] « chamois (leather) soft 
leather made from the skin of chamois, 
goats, or sheep, often used for cleaning; a 
piece of this leather. 

champ [tfaemp] on a champion (informal use). 
o vi [horse] to eat noisily, 

champagne [faem'pein] n an expensive, spar¬ 
kling, French white wine made according to 
a special method and traditionally drunk to 
celebrate something. 

champion ['tfrempjan] n -1. a .person or ani¬ 
mal that has defeated all others in a compe¬ 
tition □ a tennis/snooker/chess champion □ the 
world champion. -2. a person who defends a 
particular cause or person □ a champion of the 
underprivileged. 

championship ['tfaempjanfip] n -1. a competi¬ 
tion to find the best person in a particular 
sport or activity □ The world championships 
were held in Helsinki. -2. the title or status of 
champion □ Do you think she'll win the champi¬ 
onship? 

chance [US tfaens, GB tjams] o n -1. something 
that seems to happen without any cause or 
reason □ It was pure chance that we got there 
on time. □ a chance encounter. ■ by any chance 
an expression used when one is making a 
polite request □ You don't by any chance have a 
copy of last week's report? -2. a chance of do¬ 
ing sthg a possibility of doing sthg □ What 
are our chances of winning? □ There was no 

chance of finding her in that crowd. ■ to stand a 
chance of doing sthg to have a possibility of 
doing sthg □ Jerry Kaplan doesn't stand a 
chance of being promoted to manager. • the 
chances are... it is likely that... □ The chances 
are she's already left. -3. a chance to do sthg 
an opportunity to do sthg □ The meeting gave 
us a chance to talk to some of the competitors. 
-4. a chance that... a risk that something 
might happen □ There's just a chance that 
they'll pull out at the last minute. ■ to take a 
chance to take a risk □ I took a chance on there 
being a late flight home. 
o vt -1. to risk <sthg> □ / decided to chance it. 
□ He's chancing his luck a bit, isn’t he? -2. to 
chance to do sthg to do sthg without plan¬ 
ning it □ If she should chance to notice, pretend 
you're doing something for me. 

♦ by chance adv without planning it □ We 
met by chance. □ It was quite by chance that I 
happened to be there. 

chancellor [US 'tfaenslar, GB 'tfamsla] n -1. the 
head of government in some countries □ the 
German chancellor. -2. education the head of 
an American university; the person who 
represents a British university on official oc¬ 
casions. -3. the Chancellor (of the Exchequer) 
GB the minister of government in charge of 
finance and taxes. 

chancy [us 'tfaensi, GB 'tfainsi] (compar chanci¬ 
er, superl chanciest) adj [action, matter] risky 
or uncertain (informal use). 

chandelier [,Jasnda'har] n a frame for holding 
candles or lightbulbs that hangs from the 
ceiling and is usually decorated with pieces 
of cut glass. 

Chandler [us 'tfaendlr, gb 'tfcundla], Raymond 
(1888-1959) a US crime writer. His best- 
known character, the detective Philip Mar¬ 
lowe, appears in novels such as Farewell My 
Lovely and The Long Goodbye. 

change [tfeind3l o « -l. |in a person, situation] 

the process of becoming different; the result 
of this process □ They forecast a change in the 
weather. □ There has been no change in her con¬ 
dition. □ Too many changes have been introduced 
too quickly. □ ways of dealing with stressful 
change □ A few changes had been made to the 
wording of the document. -2. [in one's habit, rou¬ 

tine] a situation that is different from usual 
and often pleasant □ A weekend walking in the 
country will be a pleasant change from my usual 
routine. □ Working from home makes a nice 
change. □ Let's go back to your place for a 
change. -3. a change of address/plan etc a dif¬ 
ferent address/plan etc that replaces the 
original one □ / decided to go abroad because I 
wanted a change of scene. □ the change from 
public to private ownership. ■ a change of 
clothes a clean set of clothes that one has 
with one for changing into later □ I’ll just 
need to take my toilet bag and a change of under¬ 
wear with me. -4. [after payment] the money 
that one gets back after paying for some¬ 
thing with more money than it costs □ / 
think you've given me too much change. □ Keep 
the change. -5. [instead of paper money] coins 
not notes □ Could you lend me some change to 
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make a phone call? -6. change for $10/£20 
coins or paper money worth $10/£20 given 
in exchange for a bill worth $10/£20 □ Do 
you have change for a ten-dollar bill? 

o vt -1. [situation, plan, attitude] to make 
<sthg> different □ We've changed our vacation 
plans; we're going to Egypt instead. □ The experi¬ 
ence changed my whole outlook on life, m to 
change one's mind to change one’s opinion 
or decision about something □ "/ thought you 
decided to stay." — "I've changed my mind." 
-2. [job, name, car] to replace <sthg> with a 
different one; [tire, fuse] to replace <sthg old 
or broken> with a new one □ Have you 
changed jobs or your job recently? □ Give me a 
minute to change my clothes, and I'll be with you. 
□ Change the batteries every three months. ■ to 
change direction to start moving in a differ¬ 
ent direction □ The wind had changed direction. 
■ to change planes/trains etc to get off one 
plane/train etc and get on another in order 
to continue one’s trip. ■ to change the sub¬ 
ject to start talking about something differ¬ 
ent □ / tried to get her to talk about it, but she 
just kept changing the subject. -3. to change 
$10/820 etc to give somebody $10/$20 etc 
and get back the same value in bills or coins 
of a lower value □ Can you change a $50 bill? 
-4. [currency] to exchange cone kind of mon- 
ey> for another kind □ I'd like to change my 
dollars into yen. -5. to change a bed to take 
dirty sheets off a bed and put clean ones on 
□ Will you help me change the sheets? ■ to 
change a baby to take a dirty diaper off a 
baby and put a clean one on. 

o vi -1. [person, situation, place] to become 
different □ The color changes when the two 
chemicals are mixed. □ Bill has changed a lot 
since I last saw him. □ They say the weather's 
going to change. ■ to change into sthg to be¬ 
come sthg different □ I've watched him change 
from a shy teenager into a happy and well- 
adjusted young man. -2. [person] to take off the 
clothes one is wearing and put on different 
ones □ She went upstairs to change. □ I'll just 
change into something more casual. -3. [traveler] 

to get off one bus, plane etc and get on an¬ 
other one in order to continue one’s journey 
□ You'll have to change at Chicago. 

♦ change over vi to stop doing or using 
something and start doing or using some¬ 
thing else □ We changed over to a computerized 
system last year. 

changeable ftJeind3obl] adj [mood, weather] that 
keeps changing very quickly □ She's very 
changeable at the moment. 

changed [tjeind3d] adj to be a changed man/ 
woman to be completely different, and 
usually much improved, in character or atti¬ 
tude as a result of something that has hap¬ 
pened □ He's a changed man since he got married. 

change machine n a machine that changes 
bills or high-value coins into low-value 

coins. 

change of life n the change of life the meno¬ 

pause. 

changeover ['tJeind3ouv3r] n a change to a 

new system or method of working □ We are 
considering a changeover to computerized ac¬ 
counting. 

change purse n US a very small bag, often 
made of leather, used for carrying coins. 

changing ft Jernd3ir)] adj [attitudes, circum¬ 
stances, times! becoming different, usually 
over a long period of time □ The company 
failed to adapt to changing market conditions. 

changing room n -1. a room at a gym, swim¬ 
ming pool etc, where people can change 
their clothes and usually take a shower. 
-2. a small room in a store where customers 
can try on clothes they are thinking of buy¬ 
ing. 

Chang Jiang [,tJaerj'd3iaer)] = Yangtze. 

channel ftJaenl] (us pt & pp channeled, cont 
channeling, GB pt & pp channelled, cont chan¬ 
nelling) o n -1. TV & radio a single TV or ra¬ 
dio station; the wavelength on which this 
station broadcasts its programs □ The game is 
on Channel 3. -2. [for water] a man-made pas¬ 
sage that carries water and is used for drain¬ 
age, irrigation etc □ an irrigation channel. -3. [in 

a river, sea] a long area of deep water used as 
a route by ships and boats □ the Irish Channel. 
-4. [for sending information] a system that ex¬ 
ists for sending information, dealing with re¬ 
quests, questions, or complaints, or getting 
something done □ Applications for export li¬ 
censes must be made through the proper chan¬ 
nels. □ a channel of communication/distribution, 
o vt -1. [water, rain] to make <a liquid> flow 
through man-made channels □ The liquid plas¬ 
tic is channeled into molds. -2. (efforts, money] 

to use <sthg> for one particular purpose □ 
All our energies have been channeled into pro¬ 
moting our new range. □ Our aim is to channel re¬ 
sources to those who need them most. 

♦ Channel = English Channel. 

Channel 4 « a commercial television channel 
in Britain that specializes in cultural pro¬ 
grams. 

channel-hopping n GB = channel-surfing. 
Channel Islands: the Channel Islands a group 

of British islands in the English Channel, 
near the French coast, that have important 
banking and tourist industries. SIZE: 195 sq 
kms. population: 120,000. 

channel-surfing « US the activity of changing 
from one TV channel to another without 
watching any show completely. 

Channel Tunnel: the Channel Tunnel the rail¬ 
road tunnel under the English Channel, be¬ 
tween southeastern England and north¬ 
eastern France. 

chant [US t/rent, GB tfaint] o n -1. religion a 
prayer or religious song that has a very sim¬ 
ple melody with long sections sung on a 
single note □ a Gregorian chant. -2. a word or 
short sentence repeated rhythmically over 
and over again, usually by a crowd of peo¬ 
ple □ -4 chant of "Down with apartheid" echoed 
around the hall, o vt -1. religion [words, prayer] 
to sing or say <sthg> as a chant. -2. [insult, 
slogan] to say <sthg> repeatedly as a chant □ 
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The fans were chanting slogans throughout the 
match, o vi to sing or say a chant, 

chaos [’kems] n complete confusion and lack 
of organization □ The company s finances are 
in complete chaos. □ The strike will cause chaos 

for commuters. 

chaotic [kei'Dtik] adj (system, management] that 
is completely confused and lacks organiza¬ 
tion □ The room was in a chaotic state. 

chap [tfsep] n GB a man (informal use). 

chapat(t)i [tfo'paiti] n a flat round piece of 
bread that is made without yeast and is eat¬ 
en with Indian meals. 

chapel ftfaepl] n -1. [in a church] a room in a 
church or cathedral that has its own altar 
and is used for private prayer, special serv¬ 
ices etc. -2. tin a prison, hospital, school] a 
room or small church in a larger building 
that is used for Christian services. 

chaperon(e) ['Jaeparoun] o n an older woman 
who goes with a girl or unmarried woman 
to a party or other social event in order to 
protect them from sexual relationships with 
men. o vt to go somewhere with <a girl or 
young woman> as a chaperone, 

chaplain [’tfaeplin] n a Christian minister who 
works in a hospital, university, or other in¬ 
stitution □ a prison/school/army chaplain. 

Chaplin ['tfaeplin], Charlie (1889-1977) a Brit¬ 
ish movie actor and director who worked 
mainly in the USA. Most of his movies are 
silent comedies in which he plays a tramp 
with a small mustache and a bowler hat. 

chapped [tfaept] adj [skin, hands, lips] that are 
red, rough, cracked, and sore, usually be¬ 
cause of cold weather or wind, 

chapter ['tJaeptsU n -1. [of a book] a major sec¬ 
tion of a book, usually with its own number 
or title □ chapter four. -2. [of somebody's life, a 

history] an event or period of time seen as a 
part of somebody’s life, a country’s history 
etc □ The strike is the latest chapter in this long- 
running dispute. 

Chapter 11 f-i'levn] n in the USA, a law that 
allows a company in financial difficulty to 
carry on business in a reorganized form in¬ 
stead of closing. 

char [tja:r] (yt & yy charred, cont charring) o vt 
[wood, food] to make <sthg> black by burn¬ 
ing it. 

character [US 'keraktar, GB ’kaerakta] « -1. sb's/ 
sthg's character the qualities that make 
something or somebody special and differ¬ 
ent from other things or people □ The whole 
character of our town has changed. □ Please tell 
us something about her character and attitude to 
work. □ It's a side of his character that I've never 
really seen. ■ out of/in character not typical/ 
typical of the way a particular person usual¬ 
ly behaves □ Her reaction was really out of char¬ 
acter. -2. [of a place, building] interesting and 
unusual qualities □ V\/e chose this house be¬ 
cause it had a lot of character. -3. [of a person] 

good qualities such as honesty, bravery etc 
□ It showed real character on his part, admitting 
his mistakes. -4. [in a movie, book, play] a per¬ 

son who appears in a story □ The play has 
only three characters. -5. [person] a person, es¬ 
pecially a strange or unpleasant one □ There 
were a couple of suspicious-looking characters 
outside my room. -6. to be a character to have 
a strong, amusing, or unusual personality 
(informal use) □ Have you met Wilkins? He s 
quite a character! -7. [in writing] a letter, sign, 
or symbol used in writing □ a 102-character 
keyboard □ Chinese characters. 

character code « computing a system where 
each character is represented by a number, 

characteristic [us .kerakta’ristik, GB ,kaer-] o adj 
[behavior, taste, quality] that is very typical of 
a person, place, or thing □ He set about the 
job with his characteristic energy. □ These mis¬ 
takes are characteristic of her work, on a fea¬ 
ture or quality that makes somebody or 
something easy to recognize □ She seems to 
have all the characteristics of a good teacher. 

characteristically [us .kerakta’ristikli, GB ,kar-] 
adv a word used to say that something is 
characteristic of somebody □ Characteristically, 
she refused to say anything. □ It was a character¬ 
istically brave attempt on her part. 

characterization [US ,keraktarai'zeifn, GB ,kaer-] 
n the way in which the characters in a 
book, movie etc are described □ The play is 
ruined by its weak characterization. 

characterize, -ise [us 'keraktaraiz, GB 'kaer-] vr 
-1. to be the most noticeable or typical qual¬ 
ity of <a period, place, event, or sb’s work 
or stylo □ The building has the sense of space 
that characterizes all his architecture. □ The 19th 
century was characterized by a great growth in 
technology. -2. to describe <sb/sthg> as hav¬ 
ing certain noticeable and typical qualities □ 
The press has characterized this policy as 
shortsighted. 

charade [us Ja'raid, GB -'reid] « a situation or 
event that people pretend is normal even 
though they know it is false or pointless □ 
Our marriage has become a charade. 

♦ charades n a game in which one person 
acts out a word or phrase without speaking, 
and others have to guess what the word or 
phrase is. 

charcoal ['tfa:rkool] n the black substance pro¬ 
duced when wood is heated without air. It 
is used as fuel for barbecues and heaters, by 
artists for drawing, and in industrial filters □ 
a charcoal drawing. 

charge [tja:rd3l o n -1. [for goods, services] the 
amount something, especially a service, 
costs □ an admission charge □ Telephone charg¬ 
es are still going up. □ There is no charge for de¬ 
livery. m to be free of charge to cost nothing □ 
We’ll fix those free of charge. -2. law an official 
statement saying that somebody is suspect¬ 
ed of a crime □ The charges against Benson in¬ 
cluded fraud and tax evasion. □ She was arrested 
on a charge of murder. -3. to take charge to 
take control of or responsibility for some¬ 
thing □ / want you to take charge of the design 
department. ■ in charge in control or author¬ 
ity □ You'd better speak to the person in charge. 
■ in charge of sb/sthg [of a department, group 
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of people] in control of or responsible for sb/ 
sthg □ She was put in charge of sales and pro¬ 
motion. -4. electricity the amount of electric¬ 
ity in a substance or battery. -5. [by soldiers] 

a forceful attack made by soldiers, police, 
animals etc running forward at full speed □ 
a police/cavalry charge. 

o vt -1. to ask <a customer> to pay a par¬ 
ticular amount of money for goods, services 
etc; to state <a particular amount of mon- 
ey> as the price of goods, services etc □ The 
mechanic only charged me $25 for the starter. □ 
How much do you charge? ■ to charge sthg to 
sthg [to one's company, account] to tell a store, 
hotel etc to record the price of sthg so that 
it will be paid by sthg else at a later time □ / 
charge all my expenses to the firm. -2. law to 
accuse <a suspect, criminal> etc formally of 
a crime □ The police intend to charge him with 
handling stolen goods. -3. [crowd, building] to 
run or move quickly toward <sb/sthg>, 
usually in order to attack □ The riot police 
charged the crowd of demonstrators. -4. elec¬ 

tricity to put electricity into <a battery> so 
that it becomes stored there □ The computer 
needs to be charged daily. 
o vi -1. [store, company] to ask for a particu¬ 
lar amount of money in payment for goods, 
services etc □ Do you charge for delivery? -2. to 
run or move somewhere quickly □ The chil¬ 
dren charged down the corridor. -3. to run to¬ 
ward somebody in order to attack them □ 
Suddenly the bull charged at the crowd. 

chargeable ['tja:rd33bl] adj -1. [costs, expenses] 

that can be charged to somebody or some¬ 
thing □ All travel expenses are chargeable to the 
company. -2. law [offense, crime] that is seri¬ 
ous enough for the police to make a crimi¬ 
nal charge against somebody □ They will be 
chargeable with contempt of court. 

charge account n an account at a store that 
allows a customer to take goods immediate¬ 
ly and pay for them later, 

charge card n a plastic card that a store gives 
to customers who have a charge account 
and which they show when they want to 
buy something and pay for it later, 

charged [tja;rd3d] adj [question, atmosphere] 

filled with emotion, tension, or excitement □ 
a voice charged with emotion □ an emotionally 
charged reunion. 

charge d'affaires [Ja:r3eida'fe8r] {pi charges 
d'affaires) n a diplomat who does the work 
of an ambassador, either temporarily when 
the ambassador is away, or permanently in 
a country where there is no ambassador, 

charge hand tt gb a worker who is next in 
status below a foreman, 

charge nurse « GB a nurse, especially a man, 
who is in charge of a hospital ward, 

charger ['tfa:rd33r] n -1. electricity a device 
used for charging batteries. -2. military a 
large horse ridden by a soldier (literary use), 

charge sheet n gb law an official form on 
which the police list the charges against an 

accused person. 

chariot [US 'tferiat, GB 1 tjaer-] « a vehicle with 

two wheels and no seats that was pulled by 
horses and used in ancient times for fighting 
or racing. 

charisma [ka'rizma] n the ability to attract, in¬ 
fluence etc other people by using the 
strength and charm of one’s own personal¬ 
ity. 

charismatic [.kienz'maetik] adj [person] who 
has charisma. 

charitable ['tfasratabl] adj -1. [person, remark, at¬ 
titude] that is kind and sympathetic when 
judging other people □ That's a charitable way 
of describing theft! □ That wasn't a very chari¬ 
table thing to say. -2. a charitable organiza¬ 
tion/society etc an organization/a society etc 
that helps poor people, sick animals etc. ■ a 
charitable donation money that is given to a 
charitable organization. 

charity ['tjaersti] {pi charities) o n -1. money 
and donations given to help poor people, 
hospitals etc □ They're organizing a concert in 
aid of charity. □ I'm not so poor that I need to ac¬ 
cept charity. -2. an organization that uses 
money and donations to help poor people, 
hospitals etc □ The Red Cross is an international 
charity. □ a charity worker. -3. kindness and 
sympathy when judging other people □ 
Please show them a little more charity, o comp a 
charity concert/bail etc a concert/bail etc that 
is organized to raise money for charity. 

charity shop n GB a shop where secondhand 
goods and clothes are sold by volunteer 
workers to make money for a particular 
charity. 

charlatan ['Jailatan] n a person who pretends 
to have skills or qualifications, especially in 
medicine, in order to impress or cheat other 
people. 

Charlemagne ['Jculamein] (742-814) King of 
what is now France from 771, and Emperor 
of Europe from 800. He encouraged Christi¬ 
anity, education, and the arts. 

Charles [tja:rlz], Prince (1948- ) the eldest 
son of Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain. 
His title is the Prince of Wales. 

Charles I [.tJailzSa’faTst] (1600-1649) King of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland from 1625 to 
1649. His dispute with Parliament led to the 
English Civil War, in which he was defeated 
and executed. 

Charles II [,tja:rlzcb'sekand] (1630-1685) King 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland. The son 
of Charles I, he became ICng after a period 
in exile, following the English Civil War. 

charm [t/a:rm] on-1. qualities which make 
somebody or something pleasing and attrac¬ 
tive □ a man of great charm □ The charm of her 
poetry lies in its simplicity. -2. a word or object 
which people believe brings good luck □ 
Many people still believe in charms and spells. 
-3. a small ornament, usually of gold or sil¬ 
ver, worn attached to a necklace or bracelet, 
o vf to please, attract, or influence <sb> by 
charm □ He charmed us with his wit and humor. 

charm bracelet « a bracelet that charms can 
be attached to and hang from. 
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charming ['tjai'mir)] adj [person, smile] that one 
finds attractive or pleasing □ What a charming 
young man! □ / think this little room is quite 
charming. □ "He said he wasn't going to pick you 
up."— "Oh, charming!" 

charmingly [ltJ'a:rmir)li] adv [smile, dressl see 
charming □ a charmingly renovated cottage. 

charred [tja:rd] adj [paper, wood] that has been 
made black by heat or fire □ She sifted 
through the charred remains of the letters. 

chart [tja:rt] o n -1. a diagram or illustration 
which presents information, especially sta¬ 
tistical information □ a sales chart. -2. a spe¬ 
cial map showing stars, oceans, weather 
conditions etc □ a weather chart, o vt -1. 
[seas, weather conditions] to make a chart 
showing <sthg>; [position, route] to mark 
<sthg> on a map □ The sales figures have 
been charted and analyzed in detail. □ The general 
charted the enemy's advance on the map. 
-2. [events, career] to record the progress of 
<sthg> in writing □ The book charts the rise of 
fascism in Germany. 

♦ charts npl the charts the weekly list that 
shows which pop records have sold the 
most copies □ It's been in the charts for two 
weeks. 

charter [lt/a:rtsr] o n an official document is¬ 
sued by a government or other organization 
that lists the rights or functions of a group 
of people, institution etc, or its own aims 
and purposes □ article 6 of the UN Charter, o vt 
[plane, ship] to rent <a vehicle> for a special 
use or service. 

chartered accountant [,tja:rtard-l n GB a fully 
qualified accountant. 

charter flight n a flight on a charter plane 
that is usually cheaper than a flight on a 
regular service. 
NOTE: Compare scheduled flight, 

charter plane n a plane that is rented for spe¬ 
cial use, e.g. taking people to a resort, and is 
not part of a regular service, 

chary ['tjeari] (compar charier, superl chariest) 
adj to be chary of doing sthg to be unwilling 
to do sthg because it seems to involve a lot 
of risks □ Banks are becoming chary of lending 
to new businesses. 

chase [tjeis] o vt -1. to follow <a person, ani¬ 
mal, or vehicle> quickly in order to catch 
them □ The dog chased the cat down the alley. 
-2. to run after <a person or animal> in or¬ 
der to make them go away □ The farmer 
chased the children out of his field. -3. to use a 
lot of time and energy trying to get <mon- 
ey, a job> etc □ There are too many companies 
chasing too few contracts, o n an act of chas¬ 
ing somebody or something in order to 
catch them □ a high-speed car chase ■ to give 
chase to chase somebody or something in 
order to catch them □ The man ran away and 
the policeman gave chase. 

♦ chase after vt fus to chase after sb/sthg to 
follow sb/sthg quickly in order to try to 
catch them □ Chase after him and give him this 
message. 

♦ chase up vt sep GB -1. to chase sb up to re¬ 

mind sb about something that one wants 

from them and that they are late in supply¬ 

ing □ Can you chase her up about the weekly fig¬ 
ures? -2. to chase sthg up to look for sthg 

that is wanted □ I've chased up those reports 

that you needed. 

chaser ['tJeissT n -1. a strong alcoholic drink, 

usually whiskey, that is drunk after beer □ a 

beer with a whiskey chaser. -2. US a drink con¬ 

taining little or no alcohol, e.g. beer or fruit 

juice, that is drunk after a strong alcoholic 

one, usually whiskey. 

chasm ['kaezam] « -1. a very deep opening in a 

large mass of rock or ice □ A deep chasm 
opened up before them. -2. a large difference 

in opinions or conditions between two 

groups of people □ It will be difficult to bridge 
the chasm between the two sides. 

chassis ['fassi] (pi chassis [-iz]) n the frame of 

a vehicle on which the body, wheels etc are 

fixed. 

chaste [tfeist] adj [person] who does not have 

sex with anybody; who only has sex with 

their husband or wife (literary use) □ a chaste 
life/relationship. 

chasten ['tjeisn] vt to be chastened to be 

made to realize that what one has done is 

wrong □ He returned, much chastened by the 
experience. 

chastise [tfae'staiz] vt to punish <sb> severely 

(formal use). 

chastity [’tfaeststi] n: see chaste (literary use) □ a 

vow of chastity. 

chat [tfaet] (pt & pp chatted, cont chatting) o n 
a friendly conversation, especially about per¬ 

sonal or unimportant things □ I've just been 
having a chat with my brother, o vi: She was 
chatting with or to him about her vacation. 

♦ chat up vt sep to chat sb up GB to talk to sb 

that one is attracted to in the hope that this 

will lead to a romantic or sexual relationship 

(informal use). 

chatline [’tjaetlain] « GB a telephone service 

that one can call to talk to other callers, 

chat show n GB tv & radio a program in 

which an interviewer talks in a friendly and 

informal way to well-known guests, 

chatter ['tfaeta1] o vi -1. [person] to speak rap¬ 

idly and continuously about unimportant 

things □ They were chattering away about some 
movie they'd seen. -2. [animal, bird] to make 

short, quick, high-pitched sounds. -3. [teeth] 

to knock together rapidly as a result of cold 

or fear, o « -1. [of people] informal conversa¬ 

tion about unimportant things. -2. [of an ani¬ 

mal, bird] the sound made by an animal or 

bird when it chatters. 

chatterbox ['tfaet3rbr>ks] n a person who talks 

a lot about unimportant things (informal use), 

chattering classes [,tJaetsrig-] npl the chatter¬ 
ing classes GB educated middle-class people 

who know a lot about topics in the news 

and enjoy discussing them (disapproving use), 

chatty ['tfaeti] (compar chattier, superl chattiest) 
adj -1. [person] who likes chatting □ The land¬ 
lord seemed very chatty. -2. [letter] that con- 
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tains a lot of personal news and is written 
in a friendly and informal style. □ He writes 
cheerful, chatty letters. 

Chaucer ['tjaisa'], Geoffrey (1340-1400) an 
English poet whose most famous work is 
The Canterbury Tales. 

chauffeur [us 'Jouf3:r, GB 'Joufs] o n a person 

whose job is to drive a car for somebody 

rich or important, o vf to be the chauffeur 
for <sb>. 

chauvinist ['Jouvarust] « -1. a man who be¬ 

lieves that men are better than women □ a 

male chauvinist. -2. a person who is unrea¬ 

sonably proud of their country and believes 

that it is much better than all others. 

chauvinistic Lfouva'nistik] adj [remark, attitude] 

that is typical of a chauvinist. 

ChE abbr of chemical engineer. 

cheap [tjhp] o adj -1. [clothing, labor] that does 
not cost much money □ It was the cheapest in 
the shop. □ / bought a cheap new pen at the mar¬ 
ket. □ The car's economical on gas, so it's cheap 
to run. -2. [fare, ticket] that costs less than the 
usual price □ Do you have any cheap flights to 
the States? □ We should call him in the evening 
when it's cheaper. -3. that is not expensive 
and is of bad quality □ The new office furniture 
is cheap and ugly. □ cheap and nasty plastic rings. 
-4. [joke, comment] that is unkind or unfair □ 
He's only interested in scoring cheap political 
points, o odv [buy, sell] for litde money □ 
Work of that quality doesn't come cheap. 

cheapen ['tJiipsn] vf -1. [goods, exports] to low¬ 

er the price of <sthg> □ The competition 
should cheapen the cost of travel. -2. to make 

<sb> lose the respect other people have for 

them □ Don't cheapen yourself by getting in¬ 
volved with this man. 

cheaply ['tjiipli] adv [buy, sell] for little money 

□ We were able to live very cheaply in Africa. 

cheap rate n GB the periods, usually during 

the evening and at weekends, when making 

a phone call costs less than usual □ a cheap- 
rate phone call. 

cheapskate ['tjupskeit] « a person who will 

do anything to avoid spending money (infor¬ 

mal and disapproving use). 

cheat [tfirt] o vf to get something, usually 

money, from <sb> by being dishonest □ My 
boss cheated me out of my share of the commis¬ 
sion. ■ to feel cheated to feel that one has 

been treated badly because one has not got 

what one wanted □ The audience felt cheated 
because she only sang for half an hour, o vi to 

act dishonestly or unfairly in order to get 

something that one wants □ You can’t trust a 
man who cheats at cards. □ She was caught 
cheating on US or in GB the test, o « a person 

who cheats □ He's a cheat and a liar. 
♦ cheat on vf fus to cheat on sb [on one's wife, 

husband, partner] to deceive sb by having a 

sexual relationship with another person (in¬ 

formal use). 

cheating ['tjistirj] « the act of cheating in an 

exam, competition, or game □ You can t look 

at my cards, it's cheating! 

check [tfek] o n -1. [for safety, accuracy] an in¬ 
spection or test to make sure that some¬ 
thing is correct, safe etc □ The army has 
mounted a security check at the airport. □ Have 
you done a check on the figures? □ Keep a care¬ 
ful check on how much you spend. -2. [on pro¬ 
gress, spending, someone's ambitions] an action 
or circumstance that stops something from 
getting worse or out of control a The quota 
system should act as a check on imports. ■ to 
keep or hold sthg in check to control sthg 
and stop it from becoming worse or strong¬ 
er □ You must learn to keep your emotions in 
check. □ The enemy advance has been held in 
check. -3. US finance a printed form one uses 
to pay money to somebody from one's bank 
account by writing their name and the 
amount of money on it □ You can pay by 
check, cash, or credit card. □ Is it OK if I write 
you a check? □ Checks should be made payable 
to "M. Bridges and Co." -4. US [in a restaurant] 
a bill for food at a restaurant □ Can I get the 
check, please? -5. [in a pattern] a pattern made 
up of squares like on a chessboard □ a check 
tablecloth. -6. US [on a list, in a box] a written 
mark (/) used to show that something has 
been checked and is satisfactory. 

o vf -1. [luggage, accuracy, health] to look at 
or inspect <sthg> to make sure that it is 
correct, safe etc □ Her secretary called to check 
the arrangements. □ / checked my watch: it was 
2:00 p.m. exactly. □ Before you leave, check that 
the lights are off. -2. [progress, spending, attack] 

to control and limit <sthg> □ The spread of 
the disease has been checked. -3. [person, oppo¬ 

nent] to stop <sb> from doing or saying 
something □ / had to check an impulse to slap 
him hard. □ She began to say something, but 
checked herself and sat in silence. -4. US [box, 

item] to mark <sthg> with a check □ Check 
this box if you are unemployed. -5. [baggage] to 
give cone’s baggage> to an official so that it 
can be put on a plane, train etc and sent 
somewhere □ I checked my bags through to 
Chicago. -6. US [bag, coat] to leave cone's bag, 
coat> etc for a short time with somebody 
whose job is to take care of it □ I'll just check 
my coat and umbrella if we're going to eat. 

o vi to find out whether something is cor¬ 
rect, allowed etc □ "Can you come on Mon¬ 
day?" — "I'll have to check with my boss/in my 
calendar." m to check for sthg [for mistakes, a 
disease] to try to find out whether sthg bad 
is present □ Engineers were called in to check 
for signs of structural damage. ■ to check on 
sb/sthg [on progress, accuracy, a patient] to 
look at or inspect sb/sthg to see that every¬ 
thing is safe, correct etc □ I'll just go and check 
on the baby to see if he's asleep. 

♦ check in o vf sep to check sb/sthg in [guest, 
passenger, luggage] to record the arrival of 
sb/sthg at a hotel, airport etc □ The reception¬ 
ist checked me/my bags in at the United counter. 
□ / checked my bags in and went for coffee, o vi 
-1. [guest] to register one’s name, get one’s 
key etc when one arrives at a hotel □ She 
checked in the next day at the Plaza Hotel. 
-2. [passenger] to show one’s ticket and hand 
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in one’s luggage when one arrives at an air¬ 
port □ Please check in one hour before depar¬ 

ture. 
♦ check off vt sep to check sthg off [name, 

item] to put a mark beside sthg on a list to 
show that it has been counted or dealt with 
□ He checked their names off on the list. 

♦ check out o vt sep -1. to check sthg out [li¬ 

brary book] to have the removal of sthg re¬ 
corded, e.g. by having it stamped. -2. to 
check sthg out [facts, story] to look for more 
information about sthg in order to find out 
whether it is true, correct, safe etc □ Check 
these figures out first and then we'll decide what 
to do. ■ to check sb out [suspect] to look for 
more information about sb in order to find 
out whether they are honest, reliable etc □ 
You should have checked him out more carefully 
before offering him credit, o vi to pay one’s bill 
at a hotel and leave □ We checked out of our 
hotel at 8:00 a.m. 

♦ check up vi to check up on sb/sthg [on a per¬ 

son, story, the details] to find out more precise 
information about sb/sthg □ I'll check up on 
the times of the trains. □ He was held in prison 
while the police checked up on him. 

checkbook US, chequebook gb ['tfekbuk] n a 
book of checks printed with the name of 
the owner and their bank, 

checked [tjekt] adj [trousers, tablecloth] that has 
a pattern of checks of two or more colors, 

checkered us, chequered gb [tjekard] adj 
-1. [trousers, tablecloth] with a pattern of 
checks of two or more colors. ■ the check¬ 
ered flag a flag that has a pattern of black 
and white checks and that is waved to 
show that a racing car has won a race. 
-2. [career, history] that includes periods of 
success as well as failure, 

checkers ['tjekarz] n US a game played on a 
chessboard with 12 round white or red 
pieces and 12 round black pieces, 

check-in n the place at an airport where pas¬ 
sengers check in □ a check-in desk. 

checking account ['tfekir)-] ti US a bank ac¬ 
count from which one can make payments 
at any time using checks or a cash card, 

checklist ['tjeklist] « a list of things to be 
done, people to be considered etc that can 
be used as a guide or reference □ In case of 
breakdown, go through items 7-70 on the 
checklist. 

checkmate ['tfekmeit] n the situation in a 
game of chess where one player is unable to 
move their king out of danger and has 
therefore lost. 

checkout ['tjekaot] n -1. the place in a super¬ 
market where customers pay for goods □ a 

checkout girl □ Pay at the checkout. -2. the time 
before which a guest is supposed to leave a 
hotel room □ Checkout time is 7 7 a.m. 

checkpoint ['tfekpoint] n a place where travel¬ 
ers are stopped so that their vehicles and 
papers can be inspected, e.g. at the border 
between two countries, 

checkup ['tJekAp] « an examination by a doc¬ 

tor or dentist to check that one is healthy, 

e.g. after an illness □ I've got to go for a check¬ 
up on my knee. □ a medical checkup. 

Cheddar ['tjed3r] « Cheddar (cheese) a type of 

hard yellow or orange cheese, 

cheek [tji:k] n -1. [on one's face] one of the 

two soft parts of one’s face on either side of 

one’s nose and mouth □ His cheeks were red. 
-2. [of one's bottom] a buttock (informal use). 

-3. GB [by a person] behavior that one thinks 

is rude or not respectful enough, especially 

to somebody older or more important (infor¬ 

mal use) □ What a cheek that man has! 

cheekbone [‘tjukboon] n the bone in one’s 

face between one’s cheek and one’s eye. 

cheeky ['tjhki] (compar cheekier, superl cheeki¬ 
est) adj GB [person, answer, smile] that one 

thinks is rude or not respectful enough □ He 
was very cheeky to me yesterday. 

cheep [tfi:p] vi [young bird] to make high- 

pitched sounds. 

cheer [tji3r] o n a shout of approval, support, 

or encouragement □ Now please give three 
cheers for our new winner, o vt -1. [team, 

speech, leader] to shout loudly to show ap¬ 

proval, support, or encouragement of <sb/ 

sthg> □ Lake was cheered by supporters as he 
ran onto the field. -2. [person] to make <sb> 

feel happier and more hopeful □ Everyone felt 
cheered by the news, o vi to cheer a team, 

speech, leader etc □ The audience clapped and 
cheered as the band came onto the stage. 

♦ cheers excl -1. a word one says to some¬ 

body else before drinking an alcoholic drink. 

-2. GB goodbye (informal use). -3. GB thank 

you (informal use). 

♦ cheer on vf sep to cheer sb on [team, runner] 

to encourage sb by cheering □ Don't worry, 
we'll all be there to cheer you on. 

♦ cheer up o vt sep to cheer sb up to make sb 

feel less unhappy or worried □ I've brought 
you some magazines to cheer you up. o vi to 

become less unhappy or worried □ Cheer up! 

cheerful ['tji3rfl] adj -1. [person, mood, atmos- 

pherel happy and lively □ You're looking very 
cheerful. □ a cheerful smile. -2. [music, story] 

that makes people feel happy and lively □ 
The room was painted a cheerful red color. 
-3. [agreement, worker] that is willing and en¬ 

thusiastic □ She shows a cheerful attitude to 
work. 

cheerfully ['tjiarfli] adv -1. [smile, sing] in a 

happy and lively way □ He greeted me cheer¬ 
fully on my way in. -2. [admit, agree] willingly □ 
She cheerfully agreed to let them bring their en¬ 
tire film crew into her apartment. 

cheering ['tjianri] o adj [news, story] that 

makes one feel happier and more hopeful □ 
It was very cheering to discover that I wasn't the 
only one who was short of money, o n shouts 

of approval, support, or encouragement □ 
Loud cheering could be heard coming from, the 
stadium. 

cheerleader [‘tji3rli:d3r] « a person, usually a 

girl, who wears a special uniform and leads 

the cheering at a sports event. 
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cheerless I't/ia'bs] adj [place, day] dull and 
gloomy. 

cheery ['t/isri] (compar cheerier, superl cheeri¬ 
est) adj [person, face, hello] cheerful and 
friendly. 

cheese [tjuz] n a type of solid food made 
from milk that is usually yellow or white 
and is often eaten with bread, crackers, or 
salad □ I'd like some cheese. □ / like French 
cheeses. □ a cheese sandwich. 

cheeseboard [’tJi:zbo:rd] n -1. [for cheeses] a 
wooden board on which cheese is cut and 
served. -2. [in a meal] a course consisting of 
different cheeses that can be ordered in a 
restaurant, usually at the end of a meal, 

cheeseburger t‘t/i:zb3:rgar] n a hamburger 
that has a slice of melted cheese on top of 
the meat. 

cheesecake [’tjuzkeik] n a cake that consists 
of a thin layer of crushed cookies covered 
with a thick layer of sweetened cream 
cheese, sometimes with fruit on top □ black¬ 
currant cheesecake. 

cheesy t'tjlizi] (compar cheesier, superl cheesi- 
est) adj [snack, cracker] that tastes of cheese, 

cheetah ['tjuta] n a large African wild cat that 
is yellow with black spots, and is able to 
run very fast. 

chef [Jef] n a person whose job is to cook in a 
hotel or restaurant, especially the chief 
cook. 

Che Guevara [Jeiga'vaira] (1928-1967) an Ar¬ 
gentinian revolutionary leader, who played 
an important part in the Cuban revolution. 
He was killed fighting with guerrillas in Bo¬ 
livia. 

Chekhov ['tjekof], Anton (1860-1904) a Rus¬ 
sian writer of plays and short stories. His 
works include The Three Sisters, Uncle Vanya, 
and The Cherry Orchard. 

chemical [‘kemikl] o adj [reaction, composition] 

that is connected with chemistry, o m a sub¬ 
stance used in or produced by chemistry, 

chemical engineering n the area of engineer¬ 
ing that involves designing and operating 
machines used for industrial chemical pro¬ 
cesses. 

chemically 1'kemikli] adv [complex, stable] a 
word used when one is talking about the 
chemical composition of a substance, 

chemical weapons npl poisonous gases used 
as weapons in war. 

chemist [’kemast] n -1. a person who studies 
or works in chemistry. -2. GB & AUS a per¬ 
son who is qualified to sell drugs, medicines 
etc. ■ a chemist's a store that sells drugs, 
medicines, cosmetics etc. 

chemistry [’kemastri] n -1. [as a science] the 
study of substances, their composition from 
molecules, atoms etc, and how they react 
and combine with other substances □ 
organic/inorganic chemistry □ a chemistry lesson. 
-2. [of a substance] the composition of a par¬ 
ticular substance and how it reacts with 
other substances □ We are doing research into 
the chemistry of plant proteins. 

chemotherapy [.kurnoo'Gerapi] « the use of 
chemicals to treat diseases, especially can¬ 
cer. 

cheque n gb finance = check, 

chequebook n GB = checkbook, 

cheque (guarantee) card n gb a small plastic 
card that a bank gives to owners of ac¬ 
counts with checkbooks, promising that it 
will pay out the money for checks up to the 
amount that is stated on the card □ 'Cheques 
accepted only when backed by a valid cheque 
card.' 

chequered adj GB = checkered. 

Chequers l'tjekarz] the official country home 
of the British prime minister, in Bucking¬ 
hamshire, southern England, 

cherish ['tjerij'] vt -1. [hope, memory] to keep 
<sthg> in one’s mind because it makes one 
feel happier □ Andrew had long cherished the 
hope that he might one day take charge of the 
firm. -2. [privilege, right, belief] to consider 
<sthg> to be very valuable and try to keep 
it □ We cherish our democratic principles. 
-3. [person, possession] to care a lot for <sb/ 
sthg that is important to one> □ cherishing 
his loved ones with fervor and loyalty. 

cherished ftJeriJt] adj [memory, privilege, pos¬ 

session] that one cherishes □ That old car, be¬ 
lieve it or not, is one of Colin's most cherished 
possessions. 

Chernobyl [tJar'noubl] a city in central 
Ukraine where a nuclear reactor broke 
down in 1986, causing serious radioactive 
pollution. 

Cherokee ['tjeraki:] « a member of a Native 
American people who used to live around 
the Appalachian Mountains; the language of 
this people. 

cherry ftJeri] (pi cherries) « a small, round, 
dark-red fruit with a hard seed in the middle 
that grows on trees in bunches □ cherry pie. 

cherry-picking [-pikirj] n business the act of 
choosing only the best of something, e.g. 

~ buying only the most profitable sectors of 
an industry. 

cherry tomato « a kind of very small tomato, 

cherry tree n the tree that cherries grow on. 

cherub ['tjerab] n -1. an angel that is shown 
in art as a fat, naked child with wings. -2. a 
pretty baby or young child with a round 
smiling face. 

chervil ftj3:rvil] « an herb with a taste like 
aniseed that is used in salads and soups. 

Ches abbr of Cheshire. 

Chesapeake Bay [,tjesapi:k-] a large bay on 
the east coast of the USA, between Mary¬ 
land and Virginia. 

Cheshire ftJeJV] a county in northwestern 
England, size: 2,328 sq kms. population: 

955,800. administrative center: Chester. 

chess [tjes] n a game of skill for two players, 
one with 16 white pieces, the other with 16 
black pieces, played on a chessboard. Each 
set of pieces represents a king, queen, 
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knight etc □ a game of chess □ a chess piece/ 

set. 
chessboard ['tJesbo:rd] n a board on which 

chess is played with 32 white and 32 black 
squares. 

chessman ['tfesmsn] (pi chessmen [-men]) « a 
piece used in the game of chess, such as a 

king or casde. 

chest [tJest] n -1. [of a person, animal) the upper 
part of the front of the body, containing the 
lungs, heart etc □ chest pains o a chest wound 
□ chest measurement. ■ to get sthg off one's 
chest [problem, worry) to tell somebody sthg 
and feel better because it is no longer secret 
(informal use) □ Once I'd got it off my chest I felt 
so much better. -2. [for clothes, tools] a large 
box, usually made of wood, used for storing 
things □ a tool/medicine chest. 

chestnut ['tfesnAt] o adj [hair, horse] dark red- 
brown in color, o « a large brown nut that 
grows inside a spiky green covering, 

chestnut tree n the tree that chestnuts grow 
on. 

chest of drawers (pi chests of drawers) n a 
piece of furniture with drawers, usually used 
for storing clothes. 

chesty ['tJesti] (compar chestier, superl chesti- 
est) adj a chesty cough a cough caused by 
mucus in one's lungs. 

chevron [Jevran] n -1. [on cloth, a road sign] a V 
shape or design. -2. [on a uniform] a V-shaped 
piece of material on the arm of the uniform 
of a soldier, a policeman etc, showing their 
rank. 

chew [tju:] vt -1. [meat, candy] to crush <food> 
repeatedly between one’s back teeth □ He 
just sat there chewing gum. -2. [fingernails, pen¬ 

cil] to tear pieces off <sthg> by biting it 
many times. 

♦ chew over vt sep to chew sthg over [prob¬ 

lem, offer] to think about sthg long and care¬ 
fully □ Give us a few days to chew it over. 

♦ chew up vt sep to chew sthg up [carpet, lawn, 

paper] to crush or twist sthg until it is com¬ 
pletely broken up or tom □ The photocopier 
has just chewed up all my documents! 

chewing gum [’tJunrj-] n a sweet substance 
made to be chewed for a long time but not 
swallowed □ a piece or stick of chewing gum. 

chewy ['tjuu] (compar chewier, superl chewiest) 
adj [meat, candy] that needs to be chewed for 
a long time before it can be swallowed, 

chic [Ji:k] o adj [person, clothes, restaurant] 

fashionable and sophisticated □ She came in, 
looking extremely chic in a black Chanel suit, o n 
the quality of being chic □ Our offices have an 
air of mid-fifties chic. 

Chicago [Ja'kaigou] the third-largest city in 
the USA, on Lake Michigan in Illinois, popu¬ 

lation: 2,783,726. 

Chicago Board of Trade n the Chicago Board 
of Trade an important financial market in 
Chicago where futures and other commod¬ 
ities are traded. 

Chicana [tfi'kaina] n in the USA, a girl or 
woman whose family came from Mexico. 

chicane [Ji'kein] n a series of sharp bends in a 
motor-racing track. 

chicanery [Ji'keinan] n tricks and dishonesty, 
especially in politics, business etc. 

Chicano [tJVkcunou] n in the USA, a boy or 
man whose family came from Mexico, 

chick [tjrk] n -1. a young bird, especially a 
young chicken. -2. a young woman (informal 
and offensive use). 

chicken ['tfikan] « -1. a common farm bird 
kept for its meat and the eggs it produces; 
the meat of this bird eaten as food □ / or¬ 
dered roast chicken. □ a chicken sandwich/salad, 
m a chicken and egg situation a situation 
where it is impossible to tell which of two 
things came first and caused the other. -2. a 
person one thinks is a coward (informal use). 

♦ chicken out vi to decide not to do some¬ 
thing because one is afraid (informal use) □ / 
chickened out of meeting them face to face. 

chickenfeed ['tfikanfiid] « a very small 
amount of money (informal and disapproving 
use) □ You earned $20,000? That's chickenfeed! 

chickenpox ['tfikanpDks] « an infectious dis¬ 
ease, usually caught by children, that causes 
a high temperature and red, itchy spots 
which can leave scars. 

chicken wire n wire netting with holes 
which have six sides □ a chicken wire fence. 

chickpea [’tfikpi:] n a hard pale-yellow seed 
shaped like a pea that is soaked in water, 
cooked, and eaten. 

chicory ['tfikari] n -1. US a plant whose curly 
green leaves are eaten raw in salads. -2. GB a 
plant whose long, crisp, pale-green leaves 
are eaten raw in salads or stewed; a powder 
made from the dried roasted roots of this 
plant and used to add a bitter flavor to cof¬ 
fee. 

chide [tfaid] vt to speak angrily to <sb> about 
something they have done wrong (literary 
use). 

chief ftJixf] o adj -1. [aim, concern, problem] 

that is the most important □ Foreign imports 
are the chief cause of falling sales figures. 
-2. [officer, clerk, engineer] who is the highest 
in rank □ the chief rabbi/librarian, o « -l. a per¬ 
son with the highest authority or rank in an 
organization □ the Chief of Police □ union 
chiefs. -2. the leader of a tribe or clan, 

chief constable n the head of the police force 
in a British county or region. 

Chief Executive n US the Chief Executive the 
president of the United States, 

chief executive officer n the most important 
person in charge of running a company, 

chief justice « -1. US the chief judge of the 
Supreme Court. -2. GB & AUS the title given 
to a senior judge in a high court, 

chiefly ['tJiifli] adv mainly □ My work is chiefly 
administrative. □ They invested chiefly in gold. 

chief of staff n -1. the senior officer of a 
commander’s advisory staff. -2. the senior 
officer of one of the branches of the armed 
forces of a particular country. 
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chieftain ['tjhftan) n the leader of a tribe or 
clan. 

chiffon ['Jifon] n a very thin, almost transpar¬ 

ent fabric made of silk or nylon and used to 

make blouses, dresses etc □ a chiffon scarf. 

chihuahua [tji'wcuws] n a very small dog with 

smooth hair and large eyes. 

chilblain ftJilblein] n a painful itchy swelling, 

usually on one’s fingers or toes, caused by 
cold weather. 

child [tJaild] {pi children) n -1. a boy or girl be¬ 

fore they start to develop into adults □ 
children's books/toys/clothes □ Stop treating me 
like a child. □ child labor. -2. a person’s son or 

daughter at any age □ My children are all 
grown-up now. 

child abuse n cruel treatment of a child, 

usually by somebody in the same family, 

that involves being violent to them, or hav¬ 

ing a sexual relationship with them, 

childbearing ['tjaildbearirfi « the process of 

giving birth to a child □ a woman of child¬ 
bearing age. 

child benefit n GB money paid regularly by 

the state to parents who have a child or 

children under a certain age. 

childbirth ftJaildb3:r0] n the act of giving birth 

to a child □ She died in childbirth. 

childcare ['tJaildkeaM n GB the work involved 

in taking care of young children while their 

parents are at work □ The company has excel¬ 
lent childcare facilities. 

childhood ftJaildhod] n the period of some¬ 

body’s life during which they are a child □ / 

spent most of my childhood in Switzerland. □ 
childhood experiences/memories. 

childish ['tjaildij] adj [behavior, fantasy] that is 

silly because it makes an adult seem like a 

child (disapproving use) □ I think you're being 
very childish. 

childishly ['tjaildijli] adv [behave, react) see 
childish. 

childless ['tjaildbs] adj [couple, person] that has 

no children. 

childlike ['tjaildlaik] adj [trust, faith, face! that is 

typical of a child. 

childminder ['tjaildmaindgr] » GB a person 

whose job is to take care of children while 

their parents are at work, 

child prodigy n a child who has an extraordi¬ 

nary talent or skill. 

childproof ['tjaildpruif] adj [lock, container] that 

is designed so that it cannot be opened by 

children. 

children ['tjildren] plural of child, 

children's home n a place where children are 

sent to live, e.g. when their parents are dead 

or cannot look after them very well, 

child support n US money that a person has 

to pay to their former wife or husband in 

order to support their children. 

Child Support Agency n the Child Support 
Agency the British government department 
responsible for finding absent parents and 

making them pay for the maintenance of 
their children. 

Chile ft Jib] a country in western South 
America, between the Andes and the Pacific 
Ocean, size: 757,000 sq kms. population: 

13,400,000 (Chileans), capital: Santiago, lan¬ 

guage: Spanish, currency: peso. 

Chilean [’tjilian] n & adj: see Chile, 

chili ftJili] (pi chilies) « a small red or green 
vegetable that has a hot spicy taste and is 
used to flavor food □ chili sauce. 

chili con carne [-kDn'ka:rni] n a dish made 
from beans, ground beef, and chili powder, 

chili powder « ground dried chilies used as a 
spice in cooking. 

chill [tjil] o vf -1. to make <food or drink> 
colder without freezing it □ The wine should 
be chilled before serving. -2. to chill sb to the 
bone or to the marrow [cold weather] to make 
sb feel very cold; [story, noise] to frighten sb. 
o VI [food, drink] to become colder without 
freezing □ Leave the wine to chill, o n -1. an 
illness that causes one to shiver □ / think I've 
caught a chill. -2. there's a chill in the air the 
weather is cold. -3. a feeling of coldness, 
usually caused by fear or shock □ A sudden 
chill ran down my spine, o adj [wind, air] cold. 

♦ chill out vi chill out! relax and calm down 
(informal use). 

chilli ft Jili] n GB = chili. 

chilling ftJilirj] adj -1. [wind] very cold. 
-2. [story, experience] that makes one feel 
frightened □ / found his calm quite chilling. 

chilly ft Jili] (compar chillier, superl chilliest) adj 
-1. [weather, water, day! cold □ It's rather chilly 
out on deck. -2. [stare, atmosphere] unfriendly 
□ He got a chilly reception. 

Chiltern Hundreds [.tJiltsTi'hAndradz] an ad¬ 
ministrative district in England that does not 
legally exist. According to tradition, British 
MPs apply for the Chiltern Hundreds when 
they want to resign. 

chime [tjaim] o vi [bell, clock] to make a pleas¬ 
ant ringing sound, o vt to show <the time> 
by chiming □ The clock chimed five, o n the 
sound made by a bell or clock when it 
chimes. 

♦ chime in vi to join in a conversation by 
saying or asking something suddenly. 

chimney [‘tjimni] (pi chimneys) n a narrow 
vertical passage that takes the smoke from a 
fire out of the roof of a building, 

chimneypot ['tJimmpDt] « a short pipe fitted 
on a roof to the top of a chimney, 

chimneysweep ['tjimmswiip] n a person 
whose job is to clean chimneys, usually 
with a long brush. 

chimp [tjimp] n = chimpanzee (informal use), 

chimpanzee [.tjimpaen'zi:] n a small brown 
African ape whose appearance and behavior 
are sometimes similar to those of humans, 

chin [tJin] n the lowest part of one’s face be¬ 
low one’s mouth. 

china ft Jains] n -1. a type of clay used to 
make high-quality pottery; the pottery made 
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from this clay □ a china cup/plate. -2. a collec¬ 
tive term for cups, plates etc made of china 
□ They brought out the family china. □ a piece of 

china. 

China ['tjaina] a large country in eastern Asia, 
with the highest population and one of the 
oldest civilizations in the world. It has had a 
Communist government since 1949. size: 

9,600,000 sq kms. population: 1,178,500,000 
(Chinese), capital: Beijing, language: Manda¬ 
rin (Chinese), currency: yuan, 

china clay n the fine white clay that china is 

made from. 

China Sea: the China Sea part of the Pacific 
Ocean off the coast of China. It is divided 
into the East China Sea and the South Chi¬ 

na Sea. 

Chinatown ['tjainstaun] n a district of a West¬ 
ern city where many people of Chinese ori¬ 
gin live and work. 

chinchilla [tjin'tjda] n a small South American 
animal that is similar to a squirrel, with soft 
silver-gray fur; the fur of this animal, used 
to make clothes. 

Chinese [,tjai'ni:z] o « any of the languages 
spoken in China, e.g. Mandarin or Canton¬ 
ese, that are all written the same way but 
spoken differendy. o npl & adj: see China. 

Chinese cabbage n gb a type of cabbage 
whose leaves are used in salads and in Chi¬ 
nese cooking. 

Chinese lantern n a folding lantern made of 
thin colored paper. 

Chinese leaves npl GB the edible leaves of a 
Chinese cabbage. 

chink [tjirik] o « -1. [in a wall] a long narrow 
opening □ He peeped through a chink in the 
wall. ■ a chink of light a narrow beam of light 
shining through an opening in something. 
-2. [of coins, glasses] a light ringing sound 
made by objects hitting one another, o vi 
[coins, money, glasses] to make a light ringing 
sound when knocked together, 

chinos ['tjunouz] npl trousers made of strong 
cotton fabric □ a pair of chinos. 

chintz [tjints] n a shiny, patterned, cotton 
fabric used for covering furniture or making 
curtains □ chintz curtains. 

chip Ltjip] (pt & pp chipped, cont chipping) o « 
-1. cooking US a thin slice of potato that is 
fried until crisp, usually sold in packages 
and eaten cold as a snack; GB a long thin 
piece of potato that is deep-fried and eaten 
hot □ fish and chips. -2. [of stone, wood] a 
small piece of wood, stone, pottery etc that 
has broken off a larger object; the mark left 
on this object □ a wood chip □ There's a chip in 
this cup. ■ to have a chip on one's shoulder to 
always be angry and aggressive because one 
feels inferior or unfairly treated □ Larry's got 
a real chip on his shoulder about being small. 
-3. electronics a thin piece of silicon with 
electric circuits on it, used as part of a com¬ 
puter. -4. games a plastic object used to rep¬ 
resent money in gambling. ■ when the chips 
are down in a serious or difficult situation 

(informal use) □ But, when the chips are down, 
will she still support you? 
o vt [cup, plate, glass] to damage <sthg> by 
breaking a small piece off it □ / fell and 

chipped my tooth. 
♦ chip in (informal use) o vi -1. to say some¬ 

thing in the middle of a conversation be¬ 
tween other people □ David suddenly chipped 
in with the suggestion that we should all go out. 
-2. to give a sum of money toward some¬ 
thing that a group of people are buying to¬ 
gether □ We're all going to chip in and buy her 
something nice, o vt fus to chip in sthg to pay 
sthg toward something that a group of peo¬ 
ple are buying together □ We all chipped in 
$50 toward Miriam's present. 

♦ chip off vt sep to chip sthg off [piece, bit, 
flake] to break sthg small off an object made 
of wood, stone, pottery etc □ / chipped off a 
bit of paint from the wall. 

chip-based [-beist] adj [technology, system] that 
uses microchips. 

chipboard ftjipbo:rd] n a building material 
made from wood chips and glue that are 
pressed together and shaped into boards □ 
shelves made of chipboard. 

chipmunk ['tJipmAijk] n a small North Ameri¬ 
can animal like a squirrel that has light and 
dark stripes down its back and lives in holes 
underground. 

chipolata [.tjips'laita] n a small sausage, 

chipped [tjipt] adj [mug, cup, plate] that has a 
small piece broken out of it. 

Chippendale ftJipsndeil] n a style of furniture 
made in England in the 18th century by 
Thomas Chippendale □ a Chippendale chair. 

chippings ftjipiijz] npl very small pieces of 
wood, stone etc. ■ 'Loose chippings' GB a 
sign that warns drivers that a road has been 
recently resurfaced with stone chippings. 

chip shop « GB a shop that sells hot fish and 
chips, chicken, sausages etc to take out. 

chiropodist [ka'rnpsdast] n a person whose 
job is to care for people’s feet, 

chiropody [ka'ropddi] n the profession of a 
chiropodist. 

chiropractor ['kairoupraskt3r] n a person whose 
job is to treat medical conditions by work¬ 
ing on people’s backs and joints with their 
hands. 

chirp [tj3:rp] vi [bird, grasshopper] to make a 
short high-pitched sound, 

chirpy ftj3:rpi] (compar chirpier, superl chirpi- 
est) adj [person, attitude] cheerful and lively 
(informal use) □ You're very chirpy this morningI 

chisel 1'tjizl] (us pt & pp chiseled, cont chisel¬ 
ing, GB pt & pp chiselled, cont chiselling) o n 
a tool that has a flat blade with a squared 
sharp end that is used for cutting and shap¬ 
ing wood or stone, o vt [groove, slot, wood] 

to cut or shape <sthg> using a chisel. 

Chisholm ['tjizm], Shirley (1924- ) a US poli¬ 
tician who was the first black woman to be 
elected to Congress. 

chit [tJit] n a short written note that shows 
how much money one owes or has paid. 
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chitchat ['tJittJaet] n informal talk about un¬ 
important things (informal use) □ / wasn't really 
In the mood for Sara's chitchat. 

chivalrous ['Jivlras] adj [man, attitude, behavior] 
polite, helpful, and unselfish, especially 
when dealing with women □ It was very chiv¬ 
alrous of you to offer to help. 

chivalry ['/ivln] « -1. the combination of good 
qualities expected of medieval knights, such 
as honor, loyalty, courage etc. -2. chivalrous 
behavior, especially toward women □ And 
who says the age of chivalry is dead? 

chives [tjaivz] npl the long, thin, hollow 
leaves of a particular plant that taste like 
onions and are used as an herb, 

chivy, chivvy ['tjivi] (pt & pp chivied or chiv¬ 
vied) vt to chivy sb along to encourage sb to 
do something faster by telling them several 
times to hurry up (informal use), 

chloride ['kbirard] n a chemical compound of 
chlorine and another substance, 

chlorinated ['kloirinertad] adj [water] that has 
chlorine added to it. 

chlorine ['kb:ri:n] n a chemical element that is 
a strong-smelling, greenish-yellow gas, used 
mainly for purifying water. SYMBOL: Cl. 

chlorofluorocarbon [,kb:rouflu3rou'ka:rb3n] n 
-> CFC. 

chloroform ['klorafo^m] n a colorless chemical 
liquid used as an anesthetic. FORMULA: 
CHC13. 

chlorophyll ['kbrafil] « the green substance in 
plants that uses energy from sunlight to 
help them grow. 

choc-ice ['tjbkais] « GB a small block of ice 
cream covered in a thin layer of chocolate, 

chock [tjr>k] n a wedge-shaped block that is 
placed under a wheel, barrel etc to stop it 
from moving. 

chock-a-block, chock-full adj to be chock-a- 
block or chock-full to be completely full (in¬ 
formal use) □ The corridor was chock-a-block with 
packing cases. 

chocolate [’tjokbt] n -1. a solid brown food 
made from cocoa beans that is usually sweet¬ 
ened and eaten as a candy or used as a flav¬ 
oring □ a bar/piece of chocolate □ a chocolate bar/ 
cake. -2. a small candy that is covered with 
chocolate □ a box of chocolates. 

Choctaw ['t/Dkto:] (pi Choctaw or Choctaws) « 
a member of a Native American people who 
used to live in the southeastern USA; the 
language of this people, 

choice [tfDis] o n -1. to make or take one's 
choice to choose one of several things avail¬ 
able □ You must make or take your choice, you 
can't have both. ■ to do sthg by or from choice 
to do sthg because one wants to □ / didn t 
come here by choice. -2. one's choice the thing 
or person that one chooses □ She d be my 
choice as the new manager/for the position. □ 
This model was my first/second choice. -3. to 
have a choice to be able to choose □ If I had 
the choice, I'd go by car. □ It was a choice be¬ 
tween going to university and finding a job. □ 
“Why did you join?" — “I didn't really have a 

choice." ■ to have no choice but to do sthg to 
be forced to do sthg □ Unfortunately I have no 
choice but to report you to the principal. -4. a 
choice of things a range or variety of things 
to choose from □ There's a choice of several 
different styles. □ We offer a wide choice of lei¬ 
sure activities. 
o adj [wine, meat, fruit] that is of high quality. 

♦ of one's choice adv that one chooses □ You 
will be flown there by an airline of your choice. 

choir ['kwai3r] n an organized group of sing¬ 
ers, especially one that sings in a church, 

choirboy ['kwai3rboi] n a boy singer in a 
church choir. 

choke [tjouk] o rt a valve which makes it 
easier to start a vehicle’s engine by reducing 
the amount of air going into the carburetor, 
o vi to be unable to breathe because one’s 
windpipe is blocked □ She choked on a 
fishbone, o vt -1. [person] to cause <sb> to 
choke □ The fumes choked me. -2. [road, pipe, 
gutter] to cause <sthg> to be blocked □ Our 
cities are choked with traffic. 

♦ choke back vt fus to choke back sthg [one's 
tears, sobs, anger] to prevent sthg one is feel¬ 
ing from being seen or heard. 

choker ['tJouk3r] « a necklace or a band of 
decorative material that is worn by women 
and that fits around their throat, 

cholera ['kobrs] n a highly infectious and seri¬ 
ous disease of the intestines that is caught 
from contaminated water or food and is 
common in hot countries, 

cholesterol [US ka'lestsroul, GB -rol] n a fatty 
substance found in body tissues and fluids, 
which can cause heart disease if there is too 
much of it □ a high/low cholesterol level. 

chomp [tjDmp] vi to chew food noisily □ He 
was chomping away on a hamburger. 

choose [tfu:z] (pt chose, pp chosen) o vt -1. to 
decide to have or take <sthg/sb> from the 
number of things or people that are avail¬ 
able □ Will you help me choose a suitable pres¬ 
ent for the boss? □ You were chosen for your 
communications skills, o Who would you choose 
as or to be our representative? ■ there's little or 

not much to choose between them it is diffi¬ 
cult to choose one of them because they are 
almost the same. -2. to choose to do sthg to 
do sthg because one wants to □ / didn't 
choose to come on this trip, o vi to make a de¬ 
cision from a number of possibilities □ We 
had to choose from ten possible titles. 

choos(e)y ftJu:zi] (compar choosier, superl 
choosiest) adj to be choos(e)y to be difficult 
to please when making a choice □ You can't 
afford to be too choosey about the hotels in this 

town. 
chop [tJ*Dp] (pt & pp chopped, cont chopping) 
on-1. cooking a piece of meat, usually pork 
or lamb, attached to a rib □ Cut the fat off the 
lamb chops. -2. [with the hand] a single blow 
with a knife, ax etc, or with the hand, o vt 
-1. [meat, wood] to cut up <sthg> into pieces 
using a knife, ax etc □ Steve was outside chop¬ 
ping wood. -2. [budget, funding] to reduce 
<sthg> by a very large amount (informal use). 
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o vi to chop and change GB to change one’s 
plans, opinion, attitude etc continually. 

♦ chops npl one’s mouth and cheeks (informal 
use). 

♦ chop down vr sep to chop a tree down to 
cut down a tree with an ax. 

♦ chop up vt sep to chop sthg up [meat, vegeta¬ 

bles, wood] to cut sthg into small pieces 
using a knife, ax etc. 

chopper ['tjbp3r] n -1. a knife with a blade 
like an ax, used for cutting wood or meat. 
-2. aviation a helicopter (informal use). 

chopping block, chopping board [ tfopiri-] « 
a board which is used to chop food on in 
the kitchen. 

choppy 1'tjDpi] (compar choppier, superl chop¬ 
piest) adj [sea, water] that is rough and cov¬ 
ered in small waves. 

chopsticks f'tjbpstiks] npl two thin sticks that 
are held in one hand and used for eating 
Chinese, Japanese etc food, 

choral ['korrol] adj [music, work] that is per¬ 
formed by a choir □ a choral symphony. 

chord [ko:rd] n a number of musical notes that 
are played or sung together at the same 
time. ■ to strike a chord to be something 
that one is familiar with and can sympa¬ 
thize with □ What she said about parents' re¬ 
sponsibilities struck a chord with me. 

chore [tJo:r] n an unpleasant boring task, es¬ 
pecially one that has to be done regularly □ 
It's a real chore having to go to this meeting. □ 
domestic chores. 

choreographer [,kDri'Dgr3f3r] « a person whose 
job is to create and teach the movements 
to be performed by dancers, 

choreography [.knri'Dgrsfi] n the profession of 
a choreographer. 

chortle ['tJo:rtl] vi to laugh loudly with pleas¬ 
ure. 

chorus ['kouas] n -1. [in a song] a part of a 
song which is repeated after each verse and 
is usually sung by all the singers □ ...then 
we'll all join in with the chorus. -2. a choir. 
-3. [of singers, dancers] a group of singers or 
dancers who take part in the action of an 
opera or musical. -4. a chorus of sthg [of dis¬ 

approval, complaints] sthg expressed by many 
people at the same time □ The joke was met 
with a chorus of laughter. 

chose [tjouz] past tense of choose, 

chosen ['tjouzn] past participle of choose, 

choux pastry ]’Ju:-] n very light pastry made 
with eggs that is used to make eclairs, pro¬ 
fiteroles etc. 

chow [tjao] n -1. a breed of dog, originally 
from China, that has a thick coat and a 
blue-black tongue. -2. US food (informal use), 

chowder ['tJaod3r] n thick soup made with 
seafood or fish and vegetables. 

Christ [kraist] o = Jesus Christ, o exclv a 
word used to express annoyance or frustra¬ 
tion (very informal use) □ For Christ's sake, calm 
down! 

christen ['krisn] vt -1. religion [baby, child] to 

give a Christian name to <sb> at a christen¬ 
ing □ She was christened Naomi. -2. [person, 

place, car] to give a name to <sb/sthg> (infor¬ 
mal use) □ We christened it 'the treehouse'. 

christening ['knsnig] n the religious ceremony 
at which a person is given a Christian name 
and made a member of a Christian church □ 
a christening cake/gown/present. 

Christian ['kristjsn] o adj -1. religion [person] 

who believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God and follows his teachings; [doctrine, 

church] that is based on the teachings of 
Jesus Christ □ a Christian family □ the Christian 
religion. -2. [act, thought] kind (informal use), o 
n religion a Christian person. 

Christian Aid n a British aid organization, 
supported by many Christian churches, that 
supports development projects in poor 
countries. 

Christian Democrat n a member or support¬ 
er of a moderate conservative party that ex¬ 
ists in several European countries. 

Christianity [.kristi'aenati] n a religion based 
on the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Christian name n a person’s first name, given 
to them when they are bom or when they 
are christened. 

Christian Science n a Christian group found¬ 
ed in the USA in 1883. Members believe 
that illness is cured by religion, not by 
medicine or doctors. 

Christie ['kristij, Agatha (1891-1976) a Brit¬ 
ish writer of detective novels who created 
the characters Hercule Poirot and Miss 
Marple. Her works include Murder on the 
Orient Express and Death on the Nile. 

Christmas ['krismss] n -1. December 25, a 
public holiday in Christian countries, when 
the anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ 
is celebrated □ I last saw them at Christmas. □ a 
Christmas present/party, m Happy or Merry 
Christmas a phrase used to express one’s 
good wishes when one meets somebody at 
Christmas or when one sends somebody a 
Christmas card. -2. = Christmastime. 

Christmas cake n GB a cake containing dried 
fruit and covered with icing that is eaten at 
Christmas. 

Christmas card n a greeting card sent at 
Christmas. 

Christmas cracker n GB a tube made of col¬ 
ored paper that makes a loud noise when 
pulled apart by two people and usually con¬ 
tains a small toy and a paper hat. 

Christmas Day n December 25, the anniver¬ 
sary of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas Eve n December 24. 

Christmas pudding n gb a heavy, sweet, 
boiled pudding, full of dried fruit, that is 
eaten as a dessert at dinner on Christmas 
Day. 

Christmas stocking n a large sock that chil¬ 
dren hang up empty on Christmas Eve and 
find full of presents on Christmas morning. 

Christmastime ['krismsstaim] n the days be- 
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fore and after December 25, when people 
celebrate Christmas. 

Christmas tree n a real or artificial fir tree 
that is decorated with lights, ornaments, tin¬ 
sel etc in people’s homes at Christmas. 

chrome [kroum] n = chromium (non-technical 
use) o chrome taps. 

chromium ['kroum jam] n a shiny silver- 
colored metal that is used especially for cov¬ 
ering other metals. SYMBOL: Cr. 

chromosome 1'kroumasoom] n the part of a 
living cell that contains its genes, 

chronic ['kromk] adj -1. [illness, unemployment] 

that lasts for a long time and does not im¬ 
prove □ There's a chronic shortage of teachers. 
-2. [alcoholic, invalid] who has an illness, prob¬ 
lem, or habit that has lasted for a long time, 

chronically ['kromkli] adv to be chronically sick/ 
ill etc to have been sick/ill etc for a long time 
□ a chronically depressed person. 

chronic fatigue syndrome « an illness caus¬ 
ing tiredness and aching muscles that some¬ 
times lasts for years. 

chronicle ['kronikl] o « a record of events in 
the order in which they happened, o vt [life, 

history] to record <a series of events> in the 
order in which they happened □ The book 
chronicles their adventures across India in the 
1920s. 

chronological [.krDna'tadsikl] adj in chronologi¬ 
cal order in the order in which something 
happened □ The events are listed in chronologi¬ 
cal order. 

chronologically [,krDn3'lDd3ikh] adv [list, order] 

see chronological □ The list of his writings is laid 
out chronologically. 

chronology [krs'rmbdsi] n a list of events in 
the order in which they happened, 

chrysalis ['krisalis] n a stage in the develop¬ 
ment of a butterfly or moth when it is in¬ 
side a hard protective case and is changing 
from a caterpillar into an adult, 

chrysanthemum [kri'saenGomam] {pi chrysan¬ 
themums) « a flower with a large, round, 
brightly colored head made up of many thin 
petals. 

chub [t/Ab] (pi chub or chubs) « a freshwater 
fish with a dark-green body, found in 
Europe. 

chubby [’tjAbi] {compar chubbier, superl chub¬ 
biest) adj [face, cheeks, person] fat and round¬ 
ed in an attractive way. 

chuck [t/Ak] (informal use) vf -1. [ball, book] to 
throw <sthg> in a careless way □ Could you 
chuck me the lighter? -2. to chuck a job to re¬ 
sign from a job. -3. (boyfriend, girlfriend] to 
end a relationship with <sb> because one 
does not want it to continue. 

♦ chuck away, chuck out vt sep to chuck 
sthg away or out to throw sthg away, 

chuckle I't/Akl] on a quiet laugh □ He gave a 
little chuckle of delight, o vi to laugh quiedy □ 
He sat in a corner, chuckling away to himself. 

chuck wagon n us a wagon where food was 

stored and prepared, used by cowboys in 
the Western USA. 

chug [tjAg] (pt & pp chugged, cont chugging) vi 
[train, car] to move slowly and steadily, mak¬ 
ing low throbbing sounds; [engine, motor] to 
make low throbbing sounds □ The little boat 
was chugging slowly toward the shore. 

chum [tjAm] n a friend (informal use). 

chummy ['tjAmi] (compar chummier, superl 
chummiest) adj [person] friendly (informal use). 

chump [tjAmp] n a person who one thinks is 
silly (informal use). 

chunk [tjATjk] n -1. [of bread, cheese, meat] a 
large thick piece of food. -2. a chunk of sthg 
a large amount of sthg (informal use) □ Re¬ 
hearsals are taking up a huge chunk of my time. 

chunky ['t jArjki] (compar chunkier, superl 
chunkiest) adj -1. [person] short and rather 
fat. -2. [sweater, jewelry] large and heavy. 

Chunnel ['tjAnl] = Channel Tunnel. 

church [tf3irt/] n -1. a building where Chris¬ 
tian services are held and where Christians 
can go to pray □ There's a small village church 
nearby. ■ to go to church to attend services 
regularly at a church. -2. an organized group 
of Christians, e.g. the Roman Catholic 
Church □ the conflict between Church and State. 

churchgoer ['tj3:rtJgou3r] n a person who 
regularly goes to church to attend religious 
services. 

Churchill ['tjaitj'il], Sir Winston (1874-1965) 
British Prime Minister from 1940 to 1945, 
and from 1951 to 1955. He is famous for his 
strong leadership during World War II, and 
for his speeches and writing. 

churchman I'tf3:rtjm3n] {pi churchmen [-man]) 
n a clergyman (formal use). 

Church of England n the Church of England 
the official branch of the Christian religion 
in England. 

W THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

The Church of England is one of two official 
state churches in the UK. It is a branch of 
the Christian religion that separated from 
the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th cen¬ 
tury. The head of the Church is the King or 
Queen, and its religious head is the Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury. Priests of the Church 
are allowed to marry, and since 1994, wom¬ 
en have been accepted as priests. 

Church of Scotland « the Church of Scotland 
the official church in Scotland. 

W THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

The Church of Scotland is one of the two 
official state churches in the UK. It is a Pres¬ 
byterian church that was established as a 
branch of the Christian religion in Scodand 
in the 16th century. Both men and women 
may be ministers. It has a strong missionary 
tradition and supports many Protestant 
Churches in developing countries. 
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churchyard [ltJ'3:rtJ'ja:rd] n an area close to a 
church where dead people can be buried, 

churlish ['tj3:rlij] adj [person, manner, behavior] 

that seems rude and unfriendly □ It would 
seem churlish to refuse. 

churn [t|3:rn] on-1. [for butter] a container 
that is used for making butter from milk. 
-2. [for milk] a metal container that is used 
for transporting or storing milk, o vt = churn 
up. o vi [stomach, water, mud] to move about 
violently □ The smell was enough to make my 
stomach chum. 

♦ churn out vt sep to churn sthg out [goods, 

programs] to produce a lot of sthg quickly 
and without much care. 

♦ churn up vt sep to churn sthg up [water, 

mud] to make sthg move around violendy. 

chute [Ju:t] n a long sloping tube or passage 
along which water, rubbish, coal etc can be 
passed from one place high up to another 
lower down. 

chutney [‘tfAtm] « a mixture of fruit, spices, 
and sugar that is eaten with meat, cheese 
etc □ lime/mango chutney. 

Cl abbr of Channel Islands. 

CIA {abbr of Central Intelligence Agency) n the 
CIA the US government department that is 
responsible for finding out information 
about people or countries that might harm 
the interests of the USA. 

cicada [US si'keida, GB -’kaida] n a large winged 
insect that lives in warm countries and 
makes a loud high-pitched noise. 

CID {abbr of Criminal Investigation Department) 
n the CID the detective branch of the British 
police force. 

cider ['saidar] n -1. US a nonalcoholic drink 
made with apples. -2. GB an alcoholic drink 
made with apples. 

CIF {abbr of cost, insurance, and freight) a con¬ 
dition of international trade, where the sell¬ 
er pays the cost of insurance and transport, 

cigar [si'ga:r] « a thick roll of uncut dried to¬ 
bacco leaves that is smoked for pleasure, 

cigarette [.siga'ret] n a thin roll of finely-cut, 
dried, rolled tobacco covered in paper that is 
smoked for pleasure. 

cigarette butt n the part of a cigarette that is 
left after it has been smoked, 

cigarette end n GB = cigarette butt, 

cigarette holder n a thin tube that one puts 
on the end of a cigarette and sucks in order 
to smoke it. 

cigarette lighter n a small device that pro¬ 
duces a flame for lighting a cigarette, pipe, 
or cigar. 

cigarette paper n a very thin piece of paper 
that can be rolled around cut tobacco to 
make a cigarette. 

C-in-C n abbr of commander in chief, 

cinch [sintf] n it's a cinch it’s easy to do (infor¬ 
mal use). 

cinderblock ['sindarblDk] « US a large gray 
brick with a lot of small air spaces. 

Cinderella [.sinda'reb] a character in a fairy 

tale. She is treated badly by her stepmother 
and two ugly sisters, but with the help of 
her fairy godmother, she goes to a ball, 
where a prince falls in love with her. 

cinders psmdo1/] npl small pieces of burnt 
wood, coal etc that remain after a fire has 

gone out. 

cinecamera ['sinikaemars] « GB a camera that 
is used for making movies. 

cine-film n GB film that is used in a 
cinecamera. 

cinema ['sinama] tt -1. the art or business of 
making movies □ This is Italian cinema at its 
best. □ a cinema director. -2. GB a place where 
people go to watch movies □ What's on at the 
cinema tonight? 

cinematic [.sina'maetik] adj [effect, quality, art] 
that is connected with or is typical of the 
art of cinema. 

cinnamon ['sinaman] n a brown spice that is 
used as a powder or in small sticks to give 
flavor to cooked apples, cakes, curries etc. 

cipher ['saifar] n a secret code. 

circa ['s3:rka] prep a word used to indicate 
that the date which follows is not exact □ 
The company was founded circa 1800. 

circle ['s3rkl] o « -1. a two-dimensional shape 
consisting of a curved line on which any 
point is the same distance from the center; 
anything that has this shape □ He drew a cir¬ 
cle on the paper. □ They stood in a circle. ■ to 
come full circle to reach the point at which 
something first began after a long series of 
changes or events □ So, after 200 years, events 
came full circle. □ / felt as if my life had come full 
circle. ■ to go around in circles to keep com¬ 
ing back to the same point where one was 
before without making any progress. -2. [of 
people] a group of people who have similar 
tastes, interests, or backgrounds □ He moves 
in very chic circles these days. □ / have a very 
small circle of good friends. -3. [in a theater] the 
seats in a theater or cinema that are ar¬ 
ranged in a curve above ground level, 

o vt -1. [word, mistake] to draw a circle 
around <sthg> □ He circled the passage in red. 
-2. [place, object] to move in a circle in the 
sky around <sthg> □ The plane circled the air¬ 
port. 

o vi [plane, bird] to fly in a circle in the sky □ 
The vultures circled overhead. 

circuit ['S3:rkit] n -1. electricity a continuous 
path which an electric current can flow 
around □ an electrical circuit. -2. sport a trip 
around a particular route □ She completed the 
circuit in four minutes. -3. racing a circular 
route that cars, runners etc race around □ a 
racing circuit. -4. education, sport, & theater a 
series of events where a group of people 
meet regularly for professional or social rea¬ 
sons □ the fringe theater/tennis/lecture circuit □ 
He's very well known on the cabaret circuit. 

circuit board n a board made of insulating 
material that holds an electronic circuit. 

circuit breaker n a device that can stop peo- 
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pie from getting an electric shock by stop¬ 
ping the electricity if there is a fault. 

circuitous [saTjumtas] adj a circuitous route a 

long and indirect way of going to a place. 

circular ['ss^kjola^ o adj -1. [table, pond] that 
is shaped like a circle. -2. [route, journey] that 
involves going to a place and coming back 
by a different route. -3. [argument, discussion] 

that keeps coming back to the same point 
and makes no progress, o « a letter, notice, 
or advertisement that is sent to a large num¬ 
ber of people. 

circulate ['s3:rkjaleit] o vi -1. [blood, virus, drug] 

to move around the body; [air, smell] to 
move around a room. -2. (money, document, 

goods] to be passed around among a group 
of people □ Illegal copies of the software have 
been clruclating in Asia. -3. [rumor, story] to 
spread among a large number of people □ 
There's a rumor circulating that she's leaving. 
-4. [guest, host] to talk to a lot of different 
people at a party □ I'd better go and circulate, 
o vt -1. [money, document] Please circulate this 
memo. -2. [rumor, story] Find out who's been cir¬ 
culating these rumors. 

circulation [,s3:rkj3'lei/n] n -1. medicine & biol¬ 

ogy the movement of blood in the body □ 
I've got very poor circulation. -2. to be in circula¬ 
tion [money] to be in public use □ They've tak¬ 
en the old $5 note out of circulation. -3. jour¬ 

nalism the number of copies of a newspaper 
or magazine that are sold each time it is 
published □ The paper has a circulation of 
60,000. -4. [of heat, air] the movement of heat, 
air etc within a place. -5. [of information] the 
movement of documents, information etc 
within a group of people □ the free circulation 
of ideas. 

circumcise ['s3:rkamsaiz] vt -1. [boy, man] to re¬ 
move the foreskin from the penis of <a 
male>. -2. [girl, woman] to cut away the clito¬ 
ris of <a female>. 

circumcision [,s3:rkam'si3n] n the act or cer¬ 
emony of circumcising somebody or of be¬ 
ing circumcised. 

circumference [sar'kAmfarans] n the outside 
edge of a circle, lake, garden etc; the dis¬ 
tance around this □ How do you calculate the 
circumference of the Earth? 

circumflex ['s3:rkamfleks] n a circumflex (ac¬ 
cent) an accent (') that is placed over certain 
vowels in some languages, e.g. French □ 
"Rdte" is sometimes spelled with an "o" circum¬ 
flex. 

circumnavigate [,s3:rkam'naevigeit] vt to sail or 
fly completely around <the worlds*. 

circumscribe ['s3:rkamskraib] vt [freedom, move¬ 

ment, activity] to limit or restrict <sthg>. 

circumspect [’s3:rkamspekt] adj [behavior, man¬ 

ner, person] cautious □ IA/e must be extremely 
circumspect about who we tell. 

circumstances ['s3:rkamstaensiz] npl the condi¬ 
tions in which an event takes place or in 
which something exists □ They were investi¬ 
gating the circumstances of her disappearance. □ 
These are exceptional circumstances. ■ under or 

in no circumstances an expression used to 
emphasize that something must not happen 
□ Don't, under any circumstances, open the door. 
□ Under no circumstances may deposits be 
returned. ■ under or in the circumstances con¬ 

sidering the situation □ Under the circum¬ 
stances, I think it would be better if you left. 

circumstantial [,s3:rkam'staenj'l] adj circumstan¬ 
tial evidence facts that make it seem likely 
that something happened but do not prove 
that it did happen (formal use). 

circumvent [,s3:rkam'vent] vt to avoid follow¬ 

ing <a law or rule> in a clever way (formal 
use). 

circus ['s3:rkas] n -1. a group of acrobats, 
clowns, and sometimes animals, who travel 
around and give performances in a large 
tent; a performance given by this group □ a 

traveling circus □ Can we go to the circus? □ a 

circus clown/act. -2. GB an open area where 
several streets meet □ Piccadilly Circus. 

cirrhosis [sa'roosis] n cirrhosis (of the liver) a 
serious disease of the liver, often caused by 
drinking too much alcohol. 

CIS (abbr of Commonwealth of Independent 
States): the CIS a union of 11 of the coun¬ 
tries that used to be republics of the USSR, 
formed in 1991. It includes Armenia, Azer¬ 
baijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzistan, 
Moldavia, Russia, Tadjikistan, Turkmeni¬ 
stan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. 

cissy [’sisi] {pi cissies) « a boy who one thinks 
is weak or cowardly (informal use). 

cistern [’sistarn] n -1. [in a roof] a tank in the 
roof of a house in which water is stored. 
-2. [of a toilet] a tank attached to a toilet in 
which water for flushing the toilet is stored. 

citation [sai'teijn] n -1. [for a person] an official 
statement that praises somebody for some¬ 
thing brave or good that they have done □ 
He received a citation for his services to the na¬ 
tion. -2. [from a book] a quotation. -3. US law 
a summons to appear in court. 

cite [salt] vt -1. [passage, words] to quote 
<sthg>; [factor, problem] to mention <sthg> 
as the reason for something □ His employers 
cited his frequent absences as the reason for fir¬ 
ing him. -2. law to mention <sb/sthg> as part 
of a case in court □ His lover was cited in the 
divorce proceedings. 

citizen [’sitizan] n -1. [of a country] a person 
who belongs to a particular country □ a US/ 
British citizen. -2. [of a city] a person who is a 
permanent resident of a particular town or 
city □ citizens of Toronto. 

Citizens' Advice Bureau n the Citizens' Ad¬ 
vice Bureau an organization with offices in 
many British and Australian towns that 
gives free advice to people about problems 
such as divorce, housing, money etc. 

Citizens' Band n —> CB. 

Citizen's Charter n the Citizen's Charter a set 

of proposals made by the British govern¬ 
ment in 1991 that stated the standards of 
service that government departments should 
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provide and the compensation that people 
can claim for poor service, 

citizenship ['sitizsnfip] « the state of being a 
citizen of a particular country □ He was given 
French citizenship after 5 years. 

citric acid [.sitrik-] n a weak acid that comes 
from citrus fruits. 

citrus fruit ['sitras-] n a fruit, e.g. an orange or 
grapefruit, that has a sharp acidic taste, 

city ['siti] (pi cities) n -1. a large town where a 
lot of people live and where a lot of busi¬ 
ness and social activity takes place □ Mexico 
City is one of the biggest cities in the world. □ 
City life is so stressful these days. -2. US the lo¬ 
cal government of a city. 

♦ City n GB the City a small area in the center 
of London where all the major banks, in¬ 
cluding the Bank of England, and the stock 
exchange are situated □ She works in the City. 
□ a City stockbroker. 

W THE CITY 
The City, London's financial district, is like 
a small independent city with its own ad¬ 
ministration and police force. People often 
talk about “the City” when they mean the 
world of finance in Britain generally. 

City and Guilds tt -1. the City and Guilds (of 
London Institute) a British organization that 
gives qualifications in technical subjects. 
-2. a qualification given by the City and 
Guilds. 

city center n the center of a city, where all 
the main stores, businesses etc are. 

city government n US the work involved in 
running the affairs of a city; the officials 
who do this work. 

city hall n US a building used by a city’s ad¬ 
ministration; the administration itself. 

city planner n US a person who is responsible 
for city planning. 

city planning n us the work of planning, de¬ 
signing, and developing the buildings, roads, 
parks etc in a town or city. 

city technology college n a type of second¬ 
ary school in Britain that specializes in tech¬ 
nological subjects, is based in inner-city 
areas, and is funded by industry. 

civic ['sivik] adj [leader, duty, pride] that is con¬ 
nected with a city or its citizens. 

civic center n the buildings in a town that 
belong to the local government, e.g. the of¬ 
fices or sports facilities. 

civil ['sivl] adj -1. [disorder, strife] that involves 
the different groups of people who live in a 
country; [aviation] that is not military but is 
for the ordinary citizens of a country; [cer¬ 

emony] that is not religious. -2. [person] who 
is polite in a formal way □ He could at least 
have been more civil. 

civil defense n the organization and training 
of ordinary citizens to deal with enemy at¬ 
tack. 

civil disobedience « the refusal of people to 
obey a particular law, pay a tax etc as a pro¬ 

test against something the government has 

done or wants to do. 

civil engineer n an engineer who is qualified 
to plan, build, and repair public buildings, 

roads, bridges etc. 

civil engineering n the work or profession of 
a civil engineer □ She's studying civil engineer¬ 

ing. 

civilian [sa'vdian] tt a person who does not 
belong to the armed forces □ civilian clothes/ 
life □ a civilian organization. 

civility [sa'vdati] tt the quality of being polite 
in a formal way. 

♦ civilities tipi polite remarks, 

civilization [US .sivls'zeifn, GB -ai'zeifn] tt 
-1. the state of having a very developed so¬ 
ciety and economy □ Mesopotamia is believed 
to be the birthplace of civilization. □ This could be 
the end of civilization as we know it. -2. a soci¬ 
ety which is culturally, socially, and eco¬ 
nomically advanced □ an ancient civilization. 

civilize, -ise ['sivalaiz] vt to change <a person, 
society> etc from being badly educated, or¬ 
ganized etc to a more advanced state □ His 
wife has a civilizing influence on him. 

civilized ['sivalaizd] adj -1. [society, people, tribe] 

that has a high level of civilization □ This 
shouldn't happen in a civilized country. -2. [per¬ 

son] polite and cultured; [discussion] polite ra¬ 
ther than angry or violent □ It was a pleas¬ 
antly civilized dinner. □ Let's talk about this in a 
civilized manner. 

civil law tt a collective term for the laws con¬ 
nected with personal matters, e.g. divorce, 
property, and business, rather than criminal 
behavior. 

civil liberties npl the rights of individual peo¬ 
ple to do what they like so long as this does 
not affect other people’s rights, 

civil list tt the civil list GB the money that is 
given by Parliament to the Royal Family 
every year. 

civil rights npl the rights of individual people 
to be treated equally, regardless of their 
race, sex, or religion □ a civil rights campaigner. 

Civil Rights Movement tt the Civil Rights 
Movement a movement that began in the 
USA in the 1950s in order to fight for equal 
rights for minorities, especially blacks. 

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

The Civil Rights Movement in the USA be¬ 
gan in 1954, when the Supreme Court 
passed a law that said that black people 
could go to the same schools as white peo¬ 
ple. Later, in the 1960s, many peaceful pro¬ 
tests were organized by leaders like Martin 
Luther King to try to win better treatment 
for black people. The Civil Rights Act (1964) 
and the Voting Rights Act (1965) made it il¬ 
legal to treat minorities such as black people 
differently from white people, either at 
work or in public places. 

civil servant n a person who works in the 
civil service □ a high-grade civil servant. 
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civil service n the non-political organization 
that is responsible for the administrative 
work of a government, but not including 
the military or judicial departments, 

civil war n a war that is fought between citi¬ 
zens of the same country, 

cl n abbr of centiliter. 

clad [klaed] adj to be clad in white/silk etc to be 

dressed in white/silk etc (literary use), 

claim [kleim] o n -1. a claim to sthg [to 
somebody's land, money! the right to have or 
own something □ He has a rightful claim to the 
inheritance. ■ to lay claim to sthg to state that 
one has a right to sthg. -2. a claim on sb the 
right one feels one has to ask sb for some¬ 
thing, especially their time or attention □ He 
acts as if he has some kind of claim on you. 
-3. [for money] a request for money that one 
believes one has a right to □ a pay/insurance 
claim □ Don't forget to put in a claim for ex¬ 
penses. □ The owner has made a claim for the 
damage to his property. -4. [by somebody] a 
statement made by somebody before other 
people know if it is true □ His claim of unfair 
dismissal was rejected by the court, 
o vt -1. [money, property, right] to ask for 
<sthg that one believes one has a right to> 
□ He claimed the money back on expenses. □ 
She claimed the umbrella from lost and found. □ 
You should be able to claim it on your insurance. 
-2. to claim responsibility/credit for sthg to 
state that the responsibility/credit for sthg 
belongs to oneself □ You can't claim all the 
credit for the idea. -3. to claim (that)... to de¬ 
clare that something is true before other 
people know if it is true □ She claimed (that) 
the company had made an illegal deal. ■ to claim 
to do sthg to claim that one does sthg. □ The 
cult claims to have a membership of 500,000. 
-4. the accident claimed 50 lives 50 people 
died in the accident. 
o vi to claim for sthg [for postage, damage] to 
officially ask for the money to pay for sthg □ 
Remember to claim for expenses. ■ to claim on 
one's insurance to ask an insurance company 
to pay for the loss or damage of something, 

claimant [’kleimsnt] n a person who is claim¬ 
ing something □ one of the claimants to the ti¬ 
tle □ All claimants should wait at the counter. 

claim form n a form that one has to fill in in 
order to claim something such as an insur¬ 
ance payment. 

clairvoyant [kle3r'voi3nt] o adj [person] who is 
thought to be able to see the future, o n a 
person who is clairvoyant, 

clam [klaem] (ft & pf clammed, cont clamming) 
n an animal that lives on the bottom of the 
sea and has a soft edible body protected by 
a hard shell that can open and close. 

♦ clam up vi to stop talking because one is 
afraid or does not want to talk (informal use), 

clamber ['klaemb3r] vi to climb with difficulty, 
using one’s hands and feet □ We clambered 
up the tree/down the slope. 

clammy fklaemi] (compar clammier, superl 
clammiest) adj [hand, forehead] cold and wet; 
[weather] humid and unpleasant. 

clamor us, clamour gb [ klsemaT o « -1. a 
loud and continuous noise of many voices 
talking or shouting together □ I could hardly 
hear what he was saying above the clamor. -2. a 
very strong expression of a demand, com¬ 
plaint, or anger made by a large number of 
people □ the growing clamor for a change to the 
tax system, o vi to clamor for sthg to demand 
sthg very strongly and insistently □ The pub¬ 
lic is clamoring for change. 

clamorous ['kkemarss] adj [applause, voices, de¬ 
mands] very loud, 

clamour n & vi GB = clamor, 

clamp [klasmp] o n -1. [for carpentry, surgery] a 
tool that has two metal parts joined by a 
screw, spring etc that closes two things to¬ 
gether or forces two things apart. -2. a 
wheelclamp. o vt -1. to put a clamp on 
<sthg> □ My car's been clamped! -2. to hold 
<sthg> in position firmly using a clamp. 

♦ clamp down vi to begin to take strong 
measures to control or prevent something □ 
The police are clamping down on drunk driving. 

clampdown ['klaempdaon] n the act of clamp¬ 
ing down on something □ a clampdown on 
crime. 

clan [klaen] n a group of families, especially in 
Scotland, that have the same name and are 
originally descended from the same family □ 
the dan tartan □ a dan gathering. 

clandestine [klcen'destsn] adj [movement, meet¬ 

ing, organization] that is secret, often because 
it is not legal □ Nobody knows how many clan¬ 
destine immigrants there are in the city. 

clang [klaeo] o n a loud ringing noise that is 
made when something that is made of met¬ 
al hits something else □ The gates made a loud 
dang. □ the clang of the bell, o vi [bell, gate, 

gong] to make a clang □ The iron doors clanged 
shut behind her. 

clank [klaegk] on a sharp, loud, metallic noise 
like that of a chain being moved □ the clank 
of chains, o vi [chain, machinery] to make a 
sharp, loud, metallic noise □ machines clank¬ 
ing all around. 

clap [klrep] (pt & pp clapped, cont clapping) o n 
-1. the sound made by a person hitting the 
flat part of their hands together, often to 
show approval; the act of hitting one’s 
hands together in this way. -2. a clap of 
thunder a sudden loud noise made by thun¬ 
der. 
o vt -1. to hit <one’s hands> together once 
or repeatedly, often to show approval □ 
"Let's begin!" she said, clapping her hands. -2. 
to put <sb/sthg> somewhere firmly □ She 
clapped her hand to her mouth. 
o vi [audience, crowd] to clap one’s hands □ 
Everybody clapped wildly when she finished sing¬ 
ing. 

clapboard [US 'klasbrd, GB 'klaepboid] n US 

wooden boards fixed in rows to the outside 
of a building to protect it from the weather 
□ a clapboard house. 

clapperboard ['klaep3rb3:rd] n a small black 
board, made of two pieces of wood that 
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make a loud noise at the beginning of each 
scene when a movie is being made, so that 
the picture can be matched with the sound. 

clapping ['klaepirjl « the act or sound of hit¬ 
ting the flat part of one’s hands together, of¬ 
ten to show approval. 

claptrap ['klaeptraep] n nonsense (informal use). 

claret [US 'klerat, GB 'klaer-1 n -1. a type of red 
wine that comes from the Bordeaux region 
in France. -2. a deep red color. 

clarification [US .klerifi'keijn, GB ,klaer-] tv. see 
clarify □ Your statement requires some clarifica¬ 

tion. 
Clarify [US 'klerifai, GB 'klaer-1 (yt & ftp clarified) 

vt [matter, point, statement] to make <sthg> 
clear □ Could you clarify an earlier point for me... 

clarinet [US .klers'net, GB ,klaer-] n a long thin 
musical instrument that is played by blow¬ 
ing into a mouthpiece with a reed in it. 

clarity [US 'klerotr, GB ‘klaerati] n -1. [of an expla¬ 

nation, text! the quality of being clear and 
easy to understand □ / find this report some¬ 
what lacking in clarity. -2. [of one's mind] the 
ability to understand something clearly □ / 
could now see things with greater clarity. 

clash [klaej] o n -1. [of personalities] a strong 
contrast □ There is a personality clash between 
us. -2. [between people] a fight □ There were 
renewed clashes with the police. -3. [between 

forces] a disagreement □ a clash of interests. 
-4. [of metal] a loud noise like metal hitting 
metal □ the clash of cymbals, 
o vi -1. [opinions, beliefs, policies] to be in 
conflict with each other □ This statement 
clashes with what was previously said. -2. [col¬ 

ors, styles] to look unpleasant together o That 
sofa clashes with the carpet. -3. [protesters, rival 

groups] to fight □ Demonstrators clashed with 
police. -4. [colleagues, politicians] to argue with 
each other □ We clashed on a number of points. 
□ I've clashed with him about policy before. 
-5. [appointments, events] to happen at the 
same time, so that it is not possible to go to 
both □ The conference clashes with our meet¬ 
ing. -6. [cymbals] to make a loud metallic 
noise. 

clasp [US klaesp, GB klu:sp] o n a metal fastener 
that holds the two ends or sides of a belt, 
necklace, bracelet etc together, o vt to hold 
<sb/sthg> tightly □ She clasped the table as if 
she was going to fall. 

class [US klaes, GB kla:s] o n -1. [in a school, col¬ 

lege! a group of students who are learning 
together □ They're a good class. □ In my class 
there were only 10 students. -2. [in a subject] a 
lesson or series of lessons □ a French/evening 
class. -3. [in society] a group in society whose 
members have similar status □ He comes 
from the lower/upper class. □ a member of the 
middle classes □ the class system □ class con¬ 
flict. -4. [of animals, plants, objects! a group of 
things that share the same set of characteris¬ 
tics □ A lion is an animal of the class 
"Mammalia". -5. a particular level of quality □ 
business class passengers □ second-class accom¬ 
modations ■ to be in a class of one's own to 
be much better at something than other 

people □ As far as translations go, she's in a 
class of her own. -6. to have class to have 
style and elegance (informal use) □ He's got a 

lot of class. 
o vt to class sb as sthg to consider sb to be 
sthg □ Even though he's been playing for two 
years, he's still classed as a beginner. 

classic ['klsesik] o adj -1. [example, mistake, 

case] very typical □ What you are seeing here 
are the classic symptoms of schizophrenia. -2. 
[book, work of art, movie] that is of very 
high quality and is used as a standard in 
judging other works of a similar kind □ 
Charles Dickens' classic story of nineteenth- 
century England, o n a classic book, movie, 
play etc □ a classic in French cinema. 

♦ classics npl Latin and Greek language, lit¬ 
erature, and culture as a subject of study, 

classical ['klaesikl] adj -1. [literature, ballet, archi¬ 

tecture! that is based on traditional methods 
or principles. -2. [poetry, civilization, sculpture] 

that is connected with the civilizations of 
Ancient Greece and Rome, 

classical music n a serious traditional kind of 
music played only on instruments invented 
a long time ago. 

classification [.klaesifi'keijn] n -1. the act or 
system of putting information, things, facts 
etc into groups so that they can be found 
easily or understood better □ What is now 
needed is classification of the relevant docu¬ 
ments. -2. a group into which information, 
things, facts etc are put □ They've added a 
new classification. 

classified ['klaesifaid] adj [information, document, 

material] that has been declared secret by a 
government. 

classified ad « a small advertisement in a 
newspaper, usually placed by an individual 
or small business, that offers goods for sale, 
employment, services etc, or which asks for 
employment, goods etc. 

classify ['klaesifai] {yt & pp classified) vt [plant, 

animal, book] to put <sthg> in a particular 
group of things of a similar type so that it 
can be found easily or understood better □ 
Cars are classified according to engine capacity 
and value. □ Such people are usually classified as 
villains. 

classless [US 'klaesbs, GB 'kla:s-] adj [society] in 
which divisions between social classes are 
not important. 

classmate [US 'klassmeit, GB ’klcns-] n a person 
who one studies with in the same class, 

classroom [US 'klaesnnm, GB 'kla:s-] « a room 
in a school where teaching takes place, 

classy [US 'klaesi, GB 'klaisi] (compar classier, 
superl classiest) adj [car, person] that one 
thinks is stylish and attractive (informal use), 

clatter ['klaetar] o n the unpleasant noise 
made by several hard objects knocking 
against each other or against something else 
□ the clatter of pots and pans, o vi to make a 
clatter □ The carriage clattered over the cobble¬ 
stones. 

clause [kb:z] n -1. law a section in a legal 
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document □ They've added a clause to protect 
maternity rights. -2. grammar a part of a sen¬ 
tence that contains at least a verb and a 
subject □ a subordinate/main clause. 

claustrophobia [.kbistra'foubja] n a strong 
feeling of anxiety one has when one is in a 
small enclosed space or among a crowd of 
people. 

claustrophobic [.kbistra'foubik] adj -1. [room, 
atmosphere] that gives one a feeling of claus¬ 
trophobia □ It's getting rather claustrophobic in 
here. -2. to be claustrophobic to suffer from 
claustrophobia □ / began to feel extremely 
claustrophobic. 

claw [kb:] On-1. [of an animal, bird] one of the 
sharp curved nails at the end of an animal’s 
paw or a bird’s foot. -2. [of an insect] a 
curved part at the end of the legs of some 
insects and sea animals, e.g. a crab or scor¬ 
pion, that opens and closes and is used 
mainly for catching food, o vt to tear <sb/ 
sthg> using claws □ The cat was clawing the 
sofa, o vi to claw at sthg to pull or tear sthg 
using claws. 

♦ claw back vt sep to claw money back GB to 
get money back, especially through taxation. 

clay [klei] « a substance, found in soil, that is 
soft and sticky when wet and hard when 
dry and is used to make pots, bricks etc. 

clay pigeon shooting « the sport of shooting 
at small clay disks that are fired into the air 
by a machine. 

clean [kli:n] o adj -1. [shirt, room, floor] that has 
no marks or dirt; that has been washed or 
cleaned; [person] who keeps themselves and 
the place where they live free from dirt □ 
Are your hands clean? □ There are clean glasses 
on the shelf. □ He's very clean and neat. 
-2. [page, piece of paper] that has not been 
written on. □ Have you a clean sheet of paper? 
-3. law [record, driver's license] that does not 
have any legal offences recorded on it. ■ to 
come clean about sthg to admit sthg (informal 
use). -4. [joke, humor] that does not involve 
sex or anything considered immoral □ Look, 
it was just some good clean fun, nothing more. 
-5. [outline, design] simple in design □ The 
apartment is full of clean lines and white surfaces. 
-6. [cut, break] neat and regular. □ It's a clean 
fracture, so it will mend easily. -7. to be clean 
[person] to have stopped taking illegal drugs 
(informal use). 
o adv completely (informal use) □ The bullet 
went clean through his chest. □ / clean forgot we 
were going out tonight. 
o vt [house, window, clothes] to make <sthg> 
clean by washing, sweeping, scrubbing etc □ 
Don't forget to clean the car. 
o vi -1. to make something clean □ I've been 
cleaning all day. -2. to work as a cleaner □ She 
cleans for the Joneses. 
o n the act of cleaning □ This room needs a 

good clean. 
♦ clean out vt sep -1. to clean sthg out [room, 

cupboard, drawer] to make sthg clean and 
tidy, especially by throwing out all the 
things that one no longer needs. -2. to clean 

sb/sthg out [person, house] to take or steal 
everything, e.g. money or possessions, from 
sb/sthg (informal use). 

♦ clean up vt sep to clean sthg up [room, 

house] to make sthg clean and neat □ / tried 
to clean everything up before they came home. □ 
You really should clean yourself up. ■ to clean 
sthg up Imess, debris] to get rid of sthg by 
washing, wiping etc. 

clean-cut adj [boy, man] who looks neat and 
tidy in a way that makes one think they are 
honest. 

cleaner ['kli:nar] n -1. [in a house, office] a per¬ 
son whose job is to clean people’s houses, 
offices etc □ an office cleaner. -2. [for a kitchen, 

bathroom] a substance that is used for clean¬ 
ing □ a floor cleaner □ oven cleaner. -3. a ma¬ 
chine that is used for cleaning something □ a 

carpet cleaner. -4. the cleaner's the dry clean¬ 
er’s □ My coat is at the cleaner's. 

cleaning ['kliinir)] « the activity of making a 
house, office etc clean □ / have to do the clean¬ 
ing before I leave. 

cleaning lady n a woman whose job is to 
clean people’s houses, offices etc. 

cleanliness ['klenlinas] « the habit of keeping 
things or oneself clean □ Cleanliness is some¬ 
thing I'm particularly fussy about. 

clean-living adj [person] who leads a healthy 
life and does not smoke, drink, take drugs 
etc. 

cleanly ['klimli] adv [cut, break] see clean □ The 
plate broke cleanly down the middle. 

cleanse [klenz] vt -1. [wound, skin] to make 
<sthg> completely clean □ He cleansed the 
cut with disinfectant. -2. to make <sb/sthg> 
free of something unpleasant or impure □ He 
felt the need to cleanse himself of the memory of 
this terrible weekend. 

cleanser [’klenzar] n a lotion or liquid that is 
used for cleaning something, especially 
one’s face □ a skin cleanser. 

clean-shaven [-'Jeivn] adj [man] who has no 
beard or moustache. 

cleanup ['klknAp] « the process of cleaning up 
□ a cleanup campaign/operation. 

clear [kliar] o adj -1. [light] that is strong and 
pure, and makes it easy to see; [sky, day] that 
is light and has no clouds; [color] light and 
bright; [eyes] that are not red, and look hon¬ 
est and calm; [water, air] that looks clean and 
fresh □ Everything looked different in the clear 
light of day. a On a clear day you can see right 
across to the bay. □ His eyes were a beautiful 
clear blue. □ She had attractive eyes, clear and 
expressive. □ clear mountain streams. -2. [signal, 

explanation, argument] that is easy to under¬ 
stand □ The report's recommendations were 
brief and clear. □ I want you to leave, is that 
clear? ■ to make sthg clear to sb [feelings, opin¬ 

ion] to make sb understand sthg by using 
words, or in other ways □ I'd like to make 
clear my thoughts on the subject. ■ to make it 
clear that... to explain in a way that is easy 
to understand that... □ / made it clear that if 
her work didn't improve, she would have to go. ■ 
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to make oneself clear to explain what one is 
trying to say, especially when this is un¬ 
pleasant, in a way that is easy to under¬ 
stand □ Do I make myself clear? o You've made 
yourself abundantly clear. -3. [difference, answer, 
improvement! that is easy to see, notice, or 
recognize □ It's clear to me that you haven t 
understood. □ We need to win by a clear majority. 
□ It's a clear case of racial prejudice. -4. [sound, 
voice, speaker] that is easy to hear □ The tele¬ 
phone line to Australia was amazingly clear. -5. 
[glass, plastic, liquid] that one can see through 
completely □ a clear gel. -6. [skin, complexion] 
that is healthy and has no spots. -7. [mind, 
thinking, idea] that is not confused □ / need a 
dear head to deal with statistics. □ I'm not quite 
clear on your reasons for leaving. -8. [road, desk, 
space] that is free of blockages or things that 
take up space; [week, hour] when one does 
not have work to do □ My garden is now clear 
of weeds. □ The highway is now clear after the 
accident. □ There's a clear view of the Alps. □ 
Please keep Fridays clear. -9. my/his conscience 
is clear, I have/he has a clear conscience I 
have/he has not done anything to feel guilty 
about. -10. a word used to say that a par¬ 
ticular sum of money is what is left after ex¬ 
penses, taxes etc have been taken off □ We 
made a dear profit of $6000. 

o adv to jump/stand clear to jump to/stand 
in another place so that one is not in the 
way □ Stand clear of the doors! ■ to steer clear 
of sb/sthg not to go near sb/sthg □ Steer dear 
of him — he's a bad influence, 

o n to be in the clear not to be in danger □ 
The doctors told her she was now in the clear. ■ 
to put sb in the clear to show that sb can¬ 
not be guilty □ New evidence puts him in the 
clear. 

o vt -1. [road, desk, space] to remove the 
blockages or things that take up space in or 
on <sthg> □ We cleared the table and sat down 
with a glass of whiskey. ■ to clear one's throat 
to cough to prepare oneself to speak, or to 
tell people that one is going to speak. 
-2. [fallen tree, ruins, mess] to remove <sthg 
that is in the way> □ The snow has now been 
cleared from main roads. -3. [fence, hurdle] to 
jump over <sthg> without touching it □ The 
pole-vaulter cleared three meters. -4. to clear a 
debt to pay money that one owes so that 
one does not have a debt any more. 
-5. [plan, proposal] to give permission for 
<sthg> □ The Governor has cleared the new air¬ 
port. □ The plane was cleared for take off. -6. to 
be cleared of sthg [of a crime] to be not guilty 
of sthg □ Simpson was finally cleared of murder. 
□ She was cleared of all charges, m to clear 
one's name to prove that one has not com¬ 
mitted a crime. -7. to be cleared [check] to be 
accepted by a bank after it has made sure 
that one has enough money in one’s ac¬ 
count. 

o vi -1. [fog, mist, smoke] to gradually disap¬ 
pear □ When the mist cleared, the rocks were 
plainly visible. -2. [weather, sky] = clear up. 

♦ clear away vt sep to clear sthg away [plates, 
books, mess] to remove sthg that is in the 

way □ If I clear away these magazines you can 

sit here. 
♦ clear out o vt sep to clear sthg out [room, 

drawer] to remove objects that are not useful 
any more from sthg; [belongings, clothes) to 
throw away sthg in this way □ I'm clearing 
out all my old books. □ / cleared out my office be¬ 
fore I went on vacation, o vi to leave a place 
(informal use) □ They cleared out without paying 

their bills. 
♦ clear up o vt sep -1. to clear sthg up [room, 

house] to make sthg tidy and clean; [mess, 
dishes] to remove sthg to make a place tidy 
and clean □ You'd better clear up your bedroom 
before your mother sees it. □ It'll take ages to 
clear up this mess. -2. to clear sthg up [dispute, 
misunderstanding] to end sthg by making or 
helping people to agree or understand each 
other; [mystery, problem] to find the answer 
to sthg that is difficult to understand or 
solve □ Let's clear up this matter once and for 
all. □ There's just one point I'd like you to dear 
up. 
o vi -1. [weather, sky] to become sunny after 
a period of bad weather □ The rain cleared up 
and the sun came out. -2. [illness, infection] to 
be cured □ The rash will clear up in a few days. 
-3. [person] to make a place tidy and clean □ 
Don't forget to clear up after you've finished! 

clearance [’kliarans] « -1. [of garbage, furniture] 
the removal of things that are not wanted 
or needed □ a company that organizes house 
clearances. -2. [to do something] permission □ 
The airplane was waiting for clearance to land. 
-3. [for a vehicle] the amount of space around 
a vehicle that allows it to move without hit¬ 
ting an object, building, or another vehicle, 

clearance sale n a sale in which goods are 
sold at a reduced price, e.g. because a store 
is closing or because the owner wants to 
sell the stock quickly. 

clear-cut adj [issue, division, advantage] that is 
simple and clear □ The choice is clear-cut: do 
we accept or not? 

clear-headed [-’hedad] adj [person] who is able 
to think clearly, especially in a difficult 
situation □ You need to stay clear-headed when 
you're under pressure. 

clearing ['kliarir)] n an open space in the mid¬ 
dle of a forest or wood, 

clearing bank « GB a bank that serves ordi¬ 
nary customers, e.g. by transferring checks 
and money. 

clearing house n -1. an organization that col¬ 
lects and distributes information □ a univer¬ 
sity clearing house. -2. finance an institution 
where banks exchange checks, settle ac¬ 
counts etc. 

clearing-up n the tidying and cleaning that is 
done after a meal, party etc. 

clearly ['kliafii] adv -t. [speak, think, explain] see 
clear. -2. a word used when one expects 
people to agree with what one is saying, or 
when something is easy to understand or 
see □ Frances Chadwick is clearly the best candi¬ 
date for the job. □ The man was clearly nervous. 
□ Clearly there has been a mistake. 
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clearout ['kliaraot] n the act of throwing away 
a lot of unwanted things from one's house, 
office, room etc. 

clear-sighted [-’saitad] adj [person] who can 
understand things clearly and make sensible 
decisions. 

clearway ['kliarwei] n GB a road on which cars 
are not allowed to stop unless they have 
problems. 

cleavage ['kli:vid3] n the space between a 
woman’s breasts, especially when shown by 
a low-cut top or dress □ a dress that shows 
some cleavage. 

cleaver [‘kliivs1-] n a wide metal blade with a 
handle that is used especially for chopping 
meat □ a meat cleaver. 

clef [kief] n a symbol ($) or (?) that is writ¬ 
ten at the beginning of a piece of music to 
indicate the pitch of the music, 

cleft [kleft] n a crack or narrow opening in the 
ground or in a rock. 

cleft palate « a medical condition in which 
somebody has a split along the roof of their 
mouth that makes it difficult to talk, 

clematis ['klematas] n a plant with brightly- 
colored flowers that grows on walls or on 
other plants. 

clemency [’klemansi] n to show clemency to 
treat a criminal in a way that is not severe 
(formal use). 

clementine ['klemantain] « GB a fruit similar to 

a small orange. 

clench [klentj] vt to hold or squeeze <sthg> 
tightly ■ to clench one's fist to close one’s 
fist tighdy. ■ to clench one's teeth to close 
one's teeth together tightly. 

Cleopatra [.klim'paetra] (69-30 BC) Queen of 
Egypt from 51 to 48 BC and 47 to 30 BC, and 
the lover of Julius Caesar and Mark Antony. 
She committed suicide. 

clergy [’kl3:rd3i] npl the clergy all the people 
who are specially trained to serve in the 
Christian Church, e.g. priests and bishops, 

clergyman ['kbTdsiman] (pi clergymen [-man]) 
« a man who is a member of the clergy, 

cleric ['klerik] « a member of the clergy, 

clerical ['klerikl] adj -1. [work, staff, job] that is 
connected with the routine administration 
of an office. -2. religion (duty, matter] see cler¬ 

gy 
clerk [US kbirk, GB klcnk] « -1. [in an office] a 

person whose job is to do the routine ad¬ 
ministrative tasks in an office, e.g. filing and 
keeping records □ an office/a filing clerk. -2. [in 

a court] a person who is in charge of keeping 
records in a court. -3. US [in a store] a sales 

assistant. 
Cleveland ['klhvland] -1. an industrial city in 

Ohio, USA, on Lake Erie, population: 
505 616 -2. a county in northeastern Eng¬ 
land until 1996. size: 583 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 554,500. administrative center: Mid¬ 

dlesbrough. 
clever ['kleval adj -1- (idea, invention] that 

works well and shows the skill and intelli¬ 

gence of the person who thought of it □ a 

really clever little device. -2. [person] who is 
physically skillful □ I'm not very clever with my 
hands. -3. [politician, lawyer] who is good at 
using their intelligence to get what they 
want, sometimes in an unfair way □ It was a 
clever move, marrying the boss's daughter! 
-4. GB [person] who is quick to understand 
and learn things; [action, behavior] that shows 
intelligence □ She was always clever at school. 
o That wasn't a very clever thing to do! 

cleverly ['klevafi] adv [arrange, manage] in a 
way that shows skill and intelligence □ a 

very cleverly worded statement. 

cliche [US klii'/ei, GB 'klii/ei] « something that 
has been done, said, or thought so often be¬ 
fore that it is not considered interesting or 
useful □ / was tired of hearing the same old cli¬ 
ches about equality and democracy. 

click [klik] on a short quiet sound like a cam¬ 
era taking a picture □ I heard the click of the 
door behind me. o vt to move or hit <one’s 
fingers, heels> etc against each other to 
make a click □ "Waiter!" he said, clicking his 
fingers. ■ to click one's tongue to make a 
noise like a click with one’s tongue against 
the top of one’s mouth, o vi -1. [camera, 

heels, telephone] to make a click □ The gate 
clicked shut behind him. -2. it suddenly or all 
clicked it suddenly became clear (informal 
use) □ It suddenly clicked what was going on. 

♦ click on vt fus computing to click on sthg 
[icon, word] to press the button on a mouse 
in order to select sthg on a screen □ Click on 
"maximize". 

client [.klaiant] n a person or organization that 
buys services or goods from a business or 
individual □ Manfred 8t Co are one of our best 

clients. 

clientele [US 1 klaion'tel, GB .klimn-] n the cus¬ 
tomers or clients of a business or individual 
□ They have a very select clientele. 

client-server comp [technology, database] that 
uses a central computer to provide services 
for other computers on the same network, 

cliff [klif] « a wall or very steep slope made of 
rock, especially on a coast, 

cliffhanger [‘klifhaerp’] « a part of a book, 
movie etc in which it seems that something 
very dramatic is going to happen, but that 
makes one wait to see what happens, 

climactic [klai'maektik] adj [moment, point] that 
is especially exciting or important, usually 
because it is near or at the end of some¬ 

thing. 
climate ['klaimat] n -1. weather the kind of 

weather conditions that an area, country etc 
normally has □ a cold/warm/tropical climate. 
-2. [in society] the kind of situation created 
by the way a group of people feel about a 
particular subject at a particular time □ I 
don't think that would be wise, given the current 

political climate. 

climatic [klai'maetik] adj (conditions, change] that 
is connected with the climate of a place □ 
climatic changes owing to the greenhouse effect. 
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climax ['klaimaeks] n -1. [of an event] the most 
exciting or important point in an experience, 
event, or series of events, which usually 
comes at or near the end □ The climax of his 
career came when he won the Nobel Prize. 
-2. [during sex] the point at which a person 
reaches the highest level of physical pleas¬ 
ure during sex. 

climb [klaim] o n -1. [by a person] the act of 
climbing □ The climb took three hours. -2. a 
hill, slope etc that one climbs □ a steep climb, 
o vt [tree, ladder, mountain] to go up <sthg> 
toward the top □ the first woman to climb K2. 
o vi -1. (person] to climb up/over/into etc sthg 
to move carefully up/over/into etc sthg, of¬ 
ten with difficulty □ She climbed out of bed. 
-2. [plant] to grow in an upward direction □ 
The ivy had started to climb up the walls. -3. 
[road, plane] to go upward □ The path began 
to climb steeply. -4. [price, cost] to increase □ 
Our profits have been steadily climbing all year. 

♦ climb down vi GB [person] to change one’s 
plans or admit that one was wrong, espe¬ 
cially to avoid a serious conflict □ The news¬ 
paper finally climbed down over the allegations. 

climb-down n GB an act of climbing down □ 
The company's change of policy should not be 
seen as a climb-down. 

climber ['klaima1] n a person who climbs 
mountains, hills, rocks etc □ an experienced 
climber. 

climbing fklaimir)] « the activity or sport of 
going up mountains, hills, rocks etc □ / took 
up climbing ten years ago. 

climbing frame n GB a metal, plastic, or 
wooden structure of bars on which children 
can play and climb. 

climbing plant n a plant that grows upward 
on walls or other plants. 

climes [klaimz] ttyl sunnier/warmer etc climes a 
sunnier/warmer etc part of the world (liter¬ 
ary use). 

clinch [klmt/] vt [argument, deal, victory] to final¬ 
ly succeed in winning <sthg> □ We're about 
to clinch a deal with a Polish company to supply 
the parts. □ The team clinched the title with a 
last-minute goal. 

cling [kind {ft & yy clung) vi -1. [person] to 
hold on very tightly to somebody or some¬ 
thing □ We clung on, hoping to be rescued. 
-2. [clothes, smell] to stick or stay close to 
somebody □ His wet shirt was clinging to his 
chest. -3. to cling to sb to be very dependent 
on sb emotionally and spend a lot of time 
with them so that they have little freedom □ 
She's five, but she still clings to her mother, m to 
cling to sthg [to a principle, hope, idea] to con¬ 
tinue to believe in sthg even if it is no long¬ 
er appropriate □ He had clung for so long to a 
belief in the value of honesty and hard work. 

clingfilm ['klirjfilm] « GB very thin transparent 
plastic that is put over food to keep it fresh. 

clinging ['klirjir)] adj -1. [child, wife] who clings 
to somebody. -2. [clothing] that fits or sticks 
closely to the body □ a clinging dress. 

clinic I'khnik] n a place, often part of a hospi¬ 

tal, where people go to be treated and to re¬ 
ceive advice for particular medical problems 
□ a baby/a chest/an eye clinic. 

clinical [’klinikl] adj -1. medicine [training, exami¬ 
nation, test] that is connected with real pa¬ 
tients rather than theory □ She works as a 
clinical psychologist. -2. [person, approach] that 
shows no emotion □ The program dealt with 
the issue in a fairly clinical way. -3. [room, furni¬ 
ture] that is simple, practical, and has no 
character or warmth □ Her plain white walls 
simply looked clinical. 

clinically ['klimkli] adv [examine, test, approach] 
see clinical □ He was clinically depressed at the 
time. 

clink [klir)k] o « a short quiet sound like that 
of two bottles hitting each other lightly □ 
the clink of glasses, o vi [cups, glasses, bottles] 
to make a clink. 

clip [klip] (ft & yy clipped, cotit clipping) o « 
-1. a small device for holding things such as 
pieces of paper together, or for keeping 
something such as one’s hair in place. □ She 
fastened the papers together with a clip. -2. a 
short part of a movie or TV program that is 
shown separately, e.g. for publicity. □ They 
showed a clip of "Star Wars", 
o vt -1. [paper, badge] to fasten <sthg> to 
something else with a clip □ He clipped the 
papers together. -2. [hedge, hair] to cut <sthg> 
so that it is short and tidy □ The blackberry 
bushes need clipping. ■ to clip an article to cut 
an article out of a newspaper, magazine etc. 
-3. [person, animal] to hit <sb/sthg> lightly 
(informal use) □ The ball just clipped the edge of 
the post. 

♦ clip on vi [tie, microphone, earring] to be de¬ 
signed so that it can be fixed to something 
else with a clip. 

clipboard l'klipbo:rd] n a small board with a 
clip at the top that holds pieces of paper in 
place so that one can write on them while 
standing. 

clip-on adj [earring, bow-tie, badge] that clips on 
to something. 

clipped [klipt] adj -1. [voice, speech, accent] 
that makes words sound very short. -2. [hair, 
moustache] that is cut to a short tidy length. 

clippers ['kliparz] nyl a tool or machine for 
clipping hair, nails, or grass □ a pair of nail 
clippers. 

clipping ['klipirj] « an article or section that 
has been cut from a newspaper or magazine 
□ a pile of newspaper clippings. 

clique [kli:k] n a group of people who behave 
as if they are special and do not accept oth¬ 
er people as part of their group. 

clitoris ['klitaras] n a part of the woman’s sex¬ 
ual organs that is found just above the vagi¬ 
na and that causes pleasurable feelings and 
orgasm during sex. 

cloak [klouk] o n -1. a piece of clothing like a 
coat without sleeves that is worn around 
the shoulders and fastened at the neck. 
-2. something that is used to keep an activ¬ 
ity, intention etc secret □ The business is a 
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cloak for drug-dealing, o vt to be cloaked in 
sthg [in mist, mystery] to be covered by sthg 
in a way that hides it. 

cloak-and-dagger adj [behavior, story] that in¬ 
volves mystery and secrecy in a way that is 
often unnecessary. 

cloakroom ['kloukruim] n -1. a place in a res¬ 
taurant, museum, theater etc where one can 
leave one’s coat, hat, or bags □ a cloakroom 
attendant. -2. GB a toilet in a public building 
(polite use). 

clobber [‘kk>bar] vt (informal use) -1. [with one’s 
fists, a stick] to hit <sb> hard. -2. sport & 
games to beat <sb> easily in a race, competi¬ 
tion etc. 

clock [klok] n -1. [for telling the time] an instru¬ 
ment that is usually kept in one place to 
show the time, especially one that has the 
numbers 1 to 12 arranged in a circle with 
two separate pieces that point to the num¬ 
bers □ the church clock □ The clock said five to 
four. □ That clock is fast/slow. □ a digital clock, m 
around or round the clock [work] all day and 
all night □ Our lines are kept open around the 
clock. ■ to do sthg against the clock to do 
sthg as quickly as possible, because one is 
running out of time □ It was a race against the 
clock. ■ to put the clock forward/back to 
change the time on a clock to be later/ 
earlier than it was. ■ to turn or put back the 
clock to return to a situation that existed in 
the past □ Things are different now. You can't 
turn back the clock. -2. auto the clock the de¬ 
vice in a car that shows how far the car has 
traveled or the speed the car is traveling at 
□ The car has 60,000 miles on the clock. □ We 
were doing 180 mph by the clock. 

♦ clock in vi [worker] to record the time at 
which one arrives at work, usually by putt¬ 
ing a card into a device that marks the time 

on it. 
♦ clock off vi GB = clock out. 
♦ clock on vi = clock in. 
♦ clock out vi US [worker] to record the time 

at which one leaves work, usually by put¬ 
ting a card into a device that marks the time 

on it. 
♦ clock up vt fus to clock up a number/amount 

to achieve or reach a total number/amount 
□ We clocked up 800 miles in just one day. □ 
They've clocked up a whole series of victories. 

clock radio n a type of alarm clock with a ra¬ 
dio that can be set to switch itself on at a 

particular time. 
clockwise [’klnkwaiz] o adj [direction, move¬ 

ment] that is in the same direction as the 
movement of the hands of a clock □ Traffic 
circulates in a clockwise direction, o adv [move, 
turn, walk] Turn the switch clockwise. 
NOTE: Compare anticlockwise, counter¬ 

clockwise. 
clockwork ['klDkw3:rk] o « to go like clock¬ 

work [operation, event] to happen as planned 
and without problems, o comp [toy, model] 
that has a mechanism which is operated by 

turning a key to make it move. 

clod [kind] n a lump of earth □ a clod of earth. 

clog [ktag] {pt & pp clogged, cont clogging) vt 
[road, pipe, mechanism] to block or fill <sthg> 
so that it does not work properly and move¬ 
ment is very difficult □ The gears on my bike 
are completely clogged with oil. 

♦ clogs npl shoes that have a wooden bot¬ 
tom and leather upper part or are made only 
of wood □ a pair of clogs. 

♦ clog up o vt sep = clog □ The amount of mail 
has clogged up our delivery system, o vi [road, 
pipe, mechanism] Every winter the drains clog up 
with leaves. 

clogged [klogd] adj [road, pipe, mechanism] that 
does not work properly because it is 
blocked. 

cloister ['kloisto'] « a covered passage that 
goes around a square garden or courtyard in 
a church, monastery etc. 

cloistered [’kbist3rd] adj to lead a cloistered 
life or existence to live without seeing or 
having the problems or fun of ordinary life 
(literary use). 

clone [kloun] o « -1. science an animal or 
plant that has been artificially produced 
from the cells of another animal or plant 
and is exactly the same as the original one. 
-2. [of a person] a person who looks or acts 
exactly like somebody else and so is not 
taken seriously. -3. computing a copy of a 
computer or circuit that operates in the 
same way as the original one. o vt technol¬ 
ogy to produce <an animal or plant> artifi¬ 
cially as a clone of another animal or plant. 

close1 [klous] o adj -1. to be close [person, 

event, place] to be only a short distance away 
in time or space □ / was so. close I could have 
touched him. □ Christmas is getting closer. □ Stay 
close to me. ■ to be close to tears to be al¬ 
most crying. ■ that was a close shave or 

thing or call something unpleasant or dan¬ 
gerous almost happened □ / had a close shave 
with a bus on the way here. ■ close up, close to 
[be, come, stand] very near, so that one can 
see or hear properly □ The shoes looked really 
cheap when I saw them close up. ■ to be close 
by, close at hand [person, place, thing] to be 
very near □ Luckily, help was close at hand. □ 
Two women were sunbathing close by. -2. to be 
close [friends, family] to like each other, spend 
a lot of time together, and know each other 
well □ My sister and I are very close. □ He grew 
closer to his father during his last days. -3. 
[relative] who is one of the main members 

of one’s family, e.g. a parent, brother, or sis¬ 
ter. □ I'm a close relative of Miles Barraclough. 
-4. [involvement, cooperation] that involves 
people talking to each other regularly and 
often; [connection, resemblance] very strong □ 
The text was drawn up on close consultation with 
Mr Marsh himself. □ The organization has close 
links with the Church. □ She bears a very close 
resemblance to her father. -5. [observation, ques¬ 

tioning, study] that is detailed and careful □ 
Let's take a closer look. □ The police are keeping 
a close watch on him. □ Closer examination re¬ 
vealed traces of blood on the clothing. -6. 
[weather, atmosphere, room] that is too warm 
and lacks fresh air □ It’s very close in here; do 
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you mind if I open a window? -7. [fight, race, 
vote] in which both sides have almost the 
same number of points □ It's going to be a 

close contest. 
o adv [stay, come, live! near □ We all stood 
close together. □ Hold me close. □ They live quite 

close to London. 
on gb a quiet road with houses, closed at 

one end. 
♦ close on, close to prep slightly less than 

<a particular amount or number> □ Close on 
4,000 people turned up. 

close2 [klouz] o vt -1. [door, lid, book] to shut 
<sthg> so there is no longer a gap, passage 
etc □ They've closed the road through the moun¬ 
tains. □ Close your eyes and go to sleep. 
-2. [factory, mine, store] = close down □ There 
are plans to close five more hospitals. ■ to close 
an account to remove all the money from an 
account and stop using it. -3. [speech, meet¬ 
ing, case] to make <sthg> finish □ Let's close 
the subject, shall we? 

o vi -1. [door, lid, eyes) to move so that there 
is no longer a gap, passage etc □ / heard the 
door close behind me. -2. [store, library, mu¬ 

seum] to stop being open to the public, 
usually for a short time □ What time does the 
bank close? -3. [factory, mine, store] = close 
down □ The shipyard closed last year with the 
loss of 500 jobs. -4. [discussion, performance, of¬ 

fer] to come to an end □ We close with a piece 
of music by Bach. □ 'Sale closes March 31.' 
-5. finance [shares, currency] to be worth a 
particular price at the end of a day1 s trading 
□ The dollar closed at 0.5c down on the Mark, 

o n the close of business/play the end of 
business/play on a particular occasion □ The 
pound stood at $1.53 at close of business yester¬ 
day. □ The meeting was drawing to a close. □ 
The chairman brought the debate to a close. 

♦ close down o vt sep to close sthg down 
[factory, company, mine] to cause sthg to stop 
operating permanently □ They had to close 
down the family business, o vi [factory, compa¬ 
ny, mine] When did the steelworks close down? 

♦ close in vi to close in on sb/sthg to sur¬ 
round sb/sthg gradually from all sides in a 
threatening way □ Government forces are clos¬ 
ing in on the rebels. □ The darkness closed in 
around them. 

♦ close off vt sep to close sthg off [room, road, 
area] to stop people from using or going into 
sthg □ Security men closed off the surrounding 
streets. 

close-cropped [.klous'kropt] adj [hair) that has 
been cut very short. 

closed [klouzd] adj -1. [door, window, eyes] not 
open □ Keep the window closed — it's cold 
otherwise. -2. [store, bank, library] not open to 
the public □ I'm sorry, we're closed for lunch. □ 
This road is closed to traffic. -3. [society, world] 
that is not open to outside influences or to 
other people □ They have a fairly closed circle of 
friends. 

closed-circuit television n a television sys¬ 
tem that is used to observe people, usually 

for security purposes, inside a store, parking 

lot etc. 
closedown ['klouzdaun] n -1. the act of stop¬ 

ping all work, e.g. in a factory. -2. GB the 
time when a TV or radio station stops 
broadcasting for the night, 

closed shop n a workplace, e.g. a factory or 
company, where workers must belong to a 
particular labor union. 

close-fitting [,klous-] adj [dress, top] that is 
tight and shows the shape of one s body □ 
She was wearing a pair of close-fitting pants. 

close-knit [,kloos-] adj [family, village, commu¬ 

nity] closely united by social, political, or re¬ 
ligious connections. 

closely ['klousli] adv [follow, watch, listen] see 
close □ He's closely related to the Kennedy fami¬ 
ly. □ She's very closely involved with our work. 

closeout ['klouzaut] n US a sale of all the 
goods of a business that is closing down, 
usually at reduced prices, 

close quarters [,klous-] npl at close quarters 
from a position that is very near □ The build¬ 
ing looks very different at close quarters. 

close season ['klous-] n GB a period during 
each year when particular animals, birds, or 
fish are not allowed to be killed for sport, 

closet [’klDzat] o n a cabinet or small room 
that is used for hanging and storing clothes, 
tools etc □ Hang it up in the closet, o vt to be 
closeted with sb to be in a room with sb and 
have a private conversation with them, 
o comp [belief, feeling! that one hides from 
other people as a secret. ■ a closet homosexual/ 
fascist etc a person who is a homosexual/ 
fascist etc but who does not want to admit 
it □ He's suspected of being a closet socialist. 

close-up ['klous-] n a photo or way of filming 
that shows somebody or something from a 
short distance away so that one can see a 
lot of detail □ Here we see a photo of the wing 
in close-up. □ a close-up shot. 

closing [’klouzirj] adj [remark, speech, stage] 

that comes near the end of something □ We 
are now in the closing stages of the competition. 

closing date n the last date on which people 
can ask for something □ The closing date for 
applications is May 6. 

closing price n the final price of shares at the 
end of the day on a stock exchange, 

closing time n the time at which a store, bar 
etc closes in the evening, 

closure ['klou33r] tt -1. [of a business] the act of 
closing a business, company etc permanent¬ 
ly □ factory closures □ After the closure of the 
Detroit plant... -2. [of a road] the act of block¬ 
ing a road, railroad track etc in order to stop 
people from using it □ lane closures on the 
highway. 

clot [klDt] (pt & pp clotted, cont clotting) o n a 
lump that forms in a liquid such as blood or 
milk □ a blood clot, o vi [blood, milk] to form 
clots. 

cloth [klt>0] n -1. a fabric that is made by 
weaving or knitting materials such as cot¬ 
ton, wool, or nylon □ a piece of cloth. -2. a 
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piece of cloth used for a particular purpose, 
e.g. cleaning, drying, or covering something 
□ Wipe it up with a cloth. □ a floor cloth. 

cloth cap n a soft flat cap, worn by men and 
usually made of wool. It is often used as a 
symbol of the British working class, 

clothe [kloud] vt (formal use) -1. to provide 
clothes for <sb>. -2. to dress <sb> in 
clothes. 

clothes [klooz] nyl the things that a person 
wears to cover parts of their body, e.g. trou¬ 
sers, shirt, or socks □ Andrea took off all her 
clothes and jumped in. □ He had no clothes on. 

clothes basket n a basket in which one puts 
clothes that need to be washed, 

clothes brush n a brush that is used to re¬ 
move dust, mud, hairs etc from clothes, 

clotheshorse ['klouzho:rs] n a frame on which 
one hangs wet clothes inside a house until 
they are dry. 

clothesline ['klouzlain] n a piece of rope or ca¬ 
ble on which one hangs wet clothes outside 
until they are dry. 

clothespin [ klouzpin] us, clothes peg gb « a 
small device made of wood or plastic that is 
used for holding clothes on a clothesline, 

clothing ['kloodig] n the things that a person 
wears to cover parts of their body □ You'll 
need warm clothing. □ a piece of clothing □ items 
or articles of clothing □ the clothing industry. 

clotted cream f,klntod-J n thick cream that is 
made by heating milk slowly and taking the 
cream from the top. 

cloud [klaud] on-1. [in the sky] a white or 
gray mass of water vapor that floats in the 
sky □ The sun disappeared behind a cloud. □ 
There was not a cloud In the sky. □ a thunder 
cloud. ■ to be under a cloud to be disliked 
and not trusted because of something one 
has done □ I'm afraid he left under a cloud. 
-2. [of smoke, dust] a mass of smoke, dust, 
gas etc that floats in the air. 
o vt -1. [window, glass] to cover <sthg> with 
mist so that one can no longer see through 
it □ The steam clouded the mirror. -2. [memory, 
happiness, day) to spoil <sthg> by making it 
sad □ My happiness was clouded only by the 
thought that Lewis could not be with us. -3. to 
cloud the issue to make something more 
complicated and difficult to understand or 

deal with. 
♦ cloud over vi -1. [sky] to become covered 

with clouds. -2. [face] to become sad or wor¬ 

ried. 
cloudburst ['klaudb3:rst] « a sudden heavy fall 

of rain. 

cloudless f'klaodlas] ad/ [sky] that has no 
clouds in it □ a sunny cloudless day. 

cloudy f'klaudi] (comyar cloudier, suyerl cloudi¬ 
est) adj -1. [day, sky] that has a lot of clouds 
□ It looks pretty cloudy today. -2. [beer, water] 

not clear. 

clout [klaut] (informal use) On-1. [with one s 
hand] a blow with one’s hand or with an ob¬ 
ject in one’s hand. -2. [of a person] the ability 
to get things done using one’s influence □ 

Irving has a lot of clout with the local authorities. 
o vt to hit <sb> with one’s hand or with an 
object in one’s hand. 

clove [klouv] n -1. a kind of spice that is 
brown and hard, looks like a tiny twig, and 
is a dried flower bud. -2. a clove of garlic 
one of the small parts of a bulb of garlic, 

clover ['klouvafl n a small wild plant with 
three or sometimes four leaves on each 
stem and pink or white flowers, 

clown [klaun] o n -\. [in a circus] a performer, 
usually in a circus, who wears loose 
brightly-colored clothes, has a painted face, 
and does silly things to make people laugh □ 
a circus clown. -2. a person who one thinks 
behaves in a silly way. o vi to behave in a 
silly way □ Will you stop clowning aroundI 

cloying ['ktour)] adj [small, sentiment] that is in¬ 
tended to be pleasant but is too sweet or 
sentimental. 

club [kUb] {yt & yy clubbed, cont clubbing) o n 
-1. [for people] an organization that people 
belong to because they have the same inter¬ 
est or do the same activity; a place where 
the members of this organization meet □ a 

sports/bridge/theater club □ a club member. 
-2. [for dancing] = nightclub. -3. [for hitting a 
person] a kind of thick stick made of wood, 
metal etc with a rounded end that is used as 
a weapon □ a wooden club. -4. [for golf] a long 
thin stick with a rounded head made of 
metal or wood that is used for hitting golf 
balls, o vt to hit <a person or animal> with 
a club □ The seals are clubbed to death with 
sticks. 

♦ clubs nyl one of the four suits in a set of 
playing cards whose symbol (4>) is black 
and looks like three round leaves on a stem. 

♦ club together vi GB [group of people] to join 
together to pay for something together □ 
We're clubbing together to buy him a present. 

club car n US a section of a train where food 
and drink are sold. 

clubhouse ['klAbhaos, yl -hauziz] n a building 

where members of a sports club meet, 

club sandwich n a sandwich made of three 

slices of bread with food in between, 

club soda n = soda water, 

cluck [kUk] vi -1. [hen] to make a short quiet 

noise. -2. [person] to make a short quiet 

noise with one’s tongue to express an emo¬ 

tion, e.g. sympathy or disapproval, 

clue [klu:] n something, e.g. an object or a 

piece of information, that helps one to solve 

a problem, crime, or mystery □ No clues were 
found on the body. □ Could you just give me a 
clue? o The clue to understanding her is her fami¬ 
ly. □ a crossword clue. ■ I don't have a clue an 

expression used to emphasize the fact that 

one does not know something □ / don't have 
a clue where she went. ■ he doesn't have a 
clue he is very bad at doing something □ You 
don't have a clue how to treat people! 

clueless [’kludas] adj [person] who does not 

know anything about a particular subject or is 

unable to do something practical (informal use). 
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clump [kUmp] on-1. [of plants] a small group 
of trees, bushes, flowers etc that grow to¬ 
gether. -2. [of feet] a heavy dull noise □ the 
clump of boots, o vi to walk very heavily and 

slowly. 

clumsily ['kUmzili] adv [move, apologize] see 
clumsy □ 3 clumsily worded statement. 

clumsy ['klAmzi] (compar clumsier, superl clum¬ 
siest) adj -1. [person, movement, gesture] that 
is awkward, careless, and may cause an ac¬ 
cident □ How clumsy of me! I'm so sorry. -2. 
[machine, tool] that has a shape which makes 
it difficult to use □ a clumsy-looking device. 
-3. [remark, apology] that is careless and likely 
to offend or annoy somebody □ He made a 
clumsy attempt to apologize. 

clung [klATj] fast tense 61 fast farticifle of cling, 

clunk [kUgk] n a deep low sound made when 
two heavy objects hit against each other, 

cluster ['kUst3r] o n [of people, objects] a small 
group of people, houses, trees etc that stand 
close together; [of fruit] a number of grapes, 
flowers etc that grow together, o vi [people] 

to gather close together in groups; [houses, 

trees] to stand close together in groups □ 
They clustered around the table, waiting for food. 

clutch [klAtJ] o n the pedal in a car that one 
presses before changing gear; the mecha¬ 
nism operated by this pedal, o vt to hold 
<sthg> tightly, often because one is anxious 
or afraid □ Tom clutched his mother’s hand in 
the crowd. □ She was clutching her bag nervous¬ 
ly. o vi to clutch at sb/sthg to try to catch 
hold of sb/sthg. 

♦ clutches nfl in the clutches of sb under the 
control of sb □ / managed to escape from the 
clutches of my relatives. 

clutch bag n a handbag with no handle that 
is usually carried under one’s arm or in 
one’s hand. 

clutter [’klAtar] o m a lot of untidily arranged 
and often useless things in a room, drawer 
etc □ The room was filled with clutter, o vt to be 
cluttered [room, space, mind] to be filled with 
useless things in a disordered way. 

Clyde1 [klaid]: the Clyde a river in Scotland 
that flows through Glasgow. 

Clyde2 [klaid] —> Bonnie and Clyde, 

cm n abbr of centimeter. 

CND (abbr of Campaign for Nuclear Disarma¬ 
ment) n a British organization that is against 
the use of nuclear weapons. 

CNN (abbr of Cable News Network) n an 
American cable television station that only 
broadcasts news. 

co- [koo] prefix added to words to show that 
something is shared or done with another 
person □ a co-worker. 

c/o abbr of care of. 

Co. [kou] -1. abbr of company. -2. abbr of county. 

CO o n -1. abbr of commanding officer. -2. 
(abbr of Commonwealth Office) the British 
government department responsible for 
Commonwealth affairs. -3. abbr of conscien¬ 
tious objector, o abbr of Colorado. 

coach [kootj] o n -1. a large closed vehicle 
pulled by horses. -2. rail a vehicle for carry¬ 
ing passengers that forms part of a train. 
-3. sport a person who is in charge of train¬ 
ing and who improves the skills of a player 
or team □ a football/tennis coach. -4. education 
a teacher who gives somebody lessons in a 
particular skill or prepares them for an ex¬ 
amination □ a voice/drama coach. -5. US avia¬ 
tion = coach class. -6. GB a bus used on 
long-distance routes and for touring, trips 
etc □ a coach driver/trip/station, o vt -1. sport 
[player, team] to act as a coach to <sb>. 
-2. education [student] to give <sb> special 
help in preparing for an examination, 

coach class n US a standard of service that 
provides the cheapest seats on a plane, 

coaching ['koutfig] n sport & education the 
activity or profession of being a coach, 

coagulate [kou'asgjaleit] vi [milk, blood] to 
thicken and form solid lumps, 

coal [koul] n -1. a hard black substance, dug 
from the ground, that is burned to provide 
heat and power □ a piece of coal □ coal dust □ 
a coal fire □ the nation's coal reserves. -2. a 
piece of coal □ A red-hot coal fell out of the fire. 

coalesce [.koua'les] vi [ideas, systems, parties] to 
mix and form a single thing, 

coalface ['koolfeis] n the rock surface from 
which coal is cut in a mine, 

coalfield ['koulfiild] « an area of a country 
that has a lot of coal underground, 

coal gas n gas that comes from coal and is 
used for heating and lighting, 

coalition fkooa’lijn] n two or more nations, 
political parties, groups etc that are working 
together for a common aim □ a coalition of en¬ 
vironmentalist groups □ a coalition government. 

coalman ['koulmaen] (fl coalmen [-men]) n GB a 
person whose job is to deliver coal to peo¬ 
ple’s houses. 

coal merchant n a company that sells coal to 
people and delivers it to their houses, 

coalmine ['koulmain] n a mine that coal is dug 
from. 

coalminer ['koulmainar] n a person whose job 
is to dig for coal in a mine, 

coalmining ['koolmainig] n the work or busi¬ 
ness of getting coal from a mine □ an impor¬ 
tant coalmining area. 

coarse [ko:rs] adj -1. [hair, sandpaper, fabric] that 
is rough and not fine, smooth, or delicate □ 
If the edges are too coarse, smooth them down 
first. -2. [remark, laugh, joke] that is vulgar and 
likely to be offensive; [person, behavior] that 
shows a lack of manners and politeness □ 
There's no need to use coarse language. □ Don't 
be so coarse. 

coarse fishing n GB the activity of fishing for 
any freshwater fish apart from salmon or 
trout. 

coarsen ['ko;rsn] o vr [person, skin, texture] to 
make <sb/sthg> coarse, o vi [person, texture] 
to become coarse. 

coast [koost] o n the area of land in a country 
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that is beside the sea □ the East/West Coast of 
the USA □ an island off the coast of British Co¬ 
lumbia □ a network covering the country from 
coast to coast, o vi [vehicle] to move by going 
downhill without using the engine; [person] 

to continue one’s work, life etc without ef¬ 
fort and in a relaxed happy way □ We coast¬ 
ed down the hill. □ He was just coasting along, 
enjoying life. 

coastal [’koustl] adj [town, district, area] that is 
on or near the coast. 

coaster ['koust3r] n a small mat that is placed 
under a glass or bottle to protect the surface 
of a table. 

coastguard ['koustga:rd] n -1. the coastguard 
an organization whose job is to watch the 
coast and the sea close to the shore of a 
particular country. -2. GB a member of the 
coastguard. 

coastline ['koostlain] n the edge or shape of a 
coast. 

coat [kout] on-1. [for a person] a piece of 
clothing that is usually quite long and 
warm, has sleeves, and is worn over other 
clothing □ a winter/summer coat □ / left my keys 
in my coat pocket. -2. [of an animal] the fur or 
hair that covers an animal □ The dog had a 
glossy, healthy coat. -3. [of paint] a thin layer of 
paint, wax, varnish etc used to cover and 
protect a surface □ The wall will need two coats 
of paint, o vt [surface, top] to cover <sthg> 
with a layer of paint, wax, varnish etc □ a 

chocolate-coated wafer □ Coat each surface thor¬ 
oughly with glue. 

coat check n US a place in a museum, theater 
etc where one can leave one’s coat, 

coat hanger n an object, usually in the shape 
of a triangle with a hook on top, that is 
used for hanging clothes on rails, 

coating ['koutir)] n a layer of something that is 
spread evenly over a surface o There was a 
thick coating of soot in the chimney □ a crisp sug¬ 
ar coating. 

coat of arms {pi coats of arms) n a design, 
usually on a shield, that represents a family, 
organization, town etc. 

coat stand n a tall pole with small hooks at 
the top to hang coats on. 

coauthor [,koo'o:03r] n one of two or more 
people who write a book together, 

coax [kouks] vt [child, horse] to persuade <a 
person or animal> to do something by 
speaking to them pleasantly and gently; [in¬ 

formation, smile] to get <sthg> from some¬ 
body in this way □ He tried to coax them to 
sign or into signing the document. □ / managed 
to coax the cat down from the tree. □ Eventually I 
coaxed the full story out of her. 

coaxial cable [koo,aeksjal-] « an electrical cable 
that is used to carry high frequency signals 
for televisions or computers, 

cob [kDb] « —> corn on the cob. 

cobalt ['koubodt] n -1. a green-blue color. 
-2. chemistry a hard silver-white metal used 
to make things blue or used with other met¬ 
als to make alloys. SYMBOL: Co. 

cobble fkDbl] ♦ cobbles npl = cobblestones. 
♦ cobble together vt sep GB to cobble sthg to¬ 

gether [agreement, draft, report] to make or 
prepare sthg when one does not have much 
time, many materials etc. 

cobbled ['knbld] adj [road, street] that has a 
surface made of cobblestones, 

cobbler ['kDbbr] n a person whose job is to 
mend shoes. 

cobblestones ['koblstounz] npl rounded stones 
that are laid down as a surface for streets, 
courtyards etc. 

Cobol ['koubDl] (abbr of Common Business Ori¬ 
ented Language) n a computer programing 
language used mainly in business software, 

cobra ['koubra] n a poisonous snake found in 
Africa and Asia that can spread the skin of 
its neck into a kind of hood, 

cobweb ['kDbweb] n a net of threads made by 
a spider in order to catch insects □ The cellar 
was full of cobwebs. 

Coca-Cola™ fkooka'koub] n a sweet, brown, 
fizzy, non-alcoholic drink from the USA. 

cocaine [kou'kein] n an addictive drug that is 
usually illegal and is taken through the nose 
in the form of a white powder, 

cock [kDk] On-1. a male chicken. -2. the 
male of a species of bird □ a cock pheasant. 
o vf -1. to cock a gun to pull back the ham¬ 
mer of a gun to make it ready to shoot. 
-2. to cock one’s head/hat etc to place one’s 
head/hat etc at an angle. 

♦ cock upv vt sep GB to cock sthg up to do 
sthg very badly (very informal use). 

cock-a-hoop adj GB to be cock-a-hoop [person] 

to be extremely pleased and excited, usually 
because one has won or achieved something 
(informal use). 

cockatoo [.kDks'tu:] {pI cockatoos) n an Aus¬ 
tralian parrot with a crest of feathers on its 
head. 

cockerel ['kokral] n a young male chicken, 

cocker spaniel [,knkar-] n a small dog with a 
round head, long ears, and a silky coat, 

cockeyed ['kDkaid] adj (informal use) -1. [picture, 

hat] not straight. -2. [idea, plan], foolish and 
unlikely to work. 

cockfight [’kDkfait] n a fight, usually illegal, 
between two cocks with sharp metal spurs 
attached to their feet. 

cockle ['kDkl] « a small edible shellfish in a 
rounded shell. 

Cockney ['kDkni] {pi Cockneys) n -1. a 
working-class person born in London, espe¬ 
cially in the East End of London. -2. the dia¬ 
lect or accent spoken by Cockneys □ a Cock¬ 
ney accent. 

cockpit ['kDkpit] n the compartment in a 
plane where the controls are situated, 

cockroach ['kokroutf] n a large insect with a 
flat body that eats decaying food and is re¬ 
garded as a pest in houses, 

cocksure [US jDk'Jdsr, GB -'Jo:] adj [person] who 
is confident or certain in an arrogant way 
□ / dislike his cocksure attitude. 
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cocktail ['kDkteil] n a drink that is a mixture 
of various drinks shaken together in a con¬ 
tainer □ a cocktail bar/lounge. 

cocktail dress n a woman’s dress, usually 
short and elegant, that is worn at formal 

parties. 

cocktail party « a party in the early evening, 
often quite formal and short, where cock¬ 
tails and snacks are served, 

cocktail shaker « a metal container in which 
a mixture of drinks is shaken together to 

make a cocktail. 

cocktail stick n a small, thin, sharp stick of 
wood or plastic used for putting cherries, ol¬ 
ives etc into cocktails or for serving small 
pieces of food at parties. 

cock-upv n GB something that has been done 
badly (very informal use), 

cocky ['kDki] {compar cockier, superl cockiest) 
adj [person] who is very confident and too 
proud of themselves (informal and disapprov¬ 

ing use). 

cocoa ['kookou] n -1. a brown powder made 
from a plant and used to make chocolate □ 
cocoa powder. -2. a hot drink made by mix¬ 
ing cocoa with milk or water, 

coconut [’koukonAt] n the large, egg-shaped, 
hairy nut of a kind of palm tree; the white 
part inside this nut that can be eaten □ coco¬ 
nut oil/milk. 

cocoon [ko'kurn] on-1. [around an insect] the 
protective covering of silk threads formed 
around the larva of an insect or the eggs of 
spiders. -2. [around a person] something that 
forms a protective environment for a person 
□ The family house was a cocoon which he found 
it hard to leave, o vt to make <sb> feel safe 
and protected □ In his little room, he felt co¬ 
cooned from the outside world. 

Cocos Islands [’kookas-]: the Cocos Islands a 
group of 27 coral islands in the Indian Ocean 
that belongs to Australia, population: 550. 

cod [kDd] {pi cod or cods) « a large fish with 
white flesh that is mainly found in the 
North Atlantic and is eaten as food. 

COD -1. {abbr of cash on delivery) a term that 
describes an arrangement in which goods 
are paid for when they are delivered. 
-2. abbr of collect on delivery, 

code [koud] o « -1. [for communicating] a set of 
letters or symbols used in place of the ordi¬ 
nary alphabet to communicate information 
in a way that cannot be understood by oth¬ 
er people □ a secret code. □ The message was 
sent in code. -2. [of rules] a set of rules that 
tell people the correct or sensible way to act 
in particular situations □ a code of behavior/ 
conduct. -3. [in addresses, phone numbers] a set 
of letters, numbers, or symbols that identi¬ 
fies an address, phone number, credit card 
etc □ The code for that project is LE0916 □ a 
code number. 
o vt -1. [message, signal] to translate <sthg> 
into a code. -2. [product, file] to identify or 
classify <sthg> using a code □ All documents 
are coded for ease of location. 

coded [’koudad] ad) [message, signal] that is 
written or sent in a code so that other peo¬ 
ple cannot understand it. 

codeine ['koudfin] n a drug made from mor¬ 
phine that is used to relieve pain, 

code name « a name used to keep the iden¬ 
tity or nature of somebody or something a 
secret from other people, 

code of practice « a set of rules that states 
how people in a particular profession or or¬ 
ganization are supposed to conduct their 

business. 

cod-liver oil « a type of oil, made from the 
liver of the cod, that contains a large 
amount of vitamins. 

coed [’koued] o adj abbr of coeducational (infor¬ 
mal use), o n -1. US {abbr of coeducational 
student) a female student at a mixed college. 
-2. GB abbr of coeducational school, 

coeducational [.kooedsa'keifnal] adj [school] 

that has members of both sexes as students, 

coefficient [.koui'fifnt] n -1. math a number or 
factor by which a variable is multiplied in 
an equation. -2. physics a number that repre¬ 
sents a particular quality of a substance un¬ 
der particular conditions □ the coefficient of 
expansion/viscosity. 

coerce [kou'3:rs] vt to force <sb> to do some¬ 
thing by using threats □ / was coerced into 
agreeing to the takeover. 

coercion [kou'3:rJn] n see coerce □ You will never 
achieve your aims by coercion. 

coexist [,kouig'zist] vi [conditions, factors] to ex¬ 
ist together at the same time or in the same 
place □ Cooperation can never coexist with sus¬ 
picion. 

coexistence [.kooig'zistans] n: see coexist □ a 
peaceful coexistence between North and South. 

C of C n abbr of chamber of commerce. 

C of E it abbr of Church of England, 

coffee ['kDfi] tt -1. a drink made by adding 
boiling water to roasted and ground coffee 
beans; a cup of this drink □ a cup of instant/ 
filter coffee. □ Will you come for (a) coffee? -2. 
= coffee beans. -3. the brown granules or 
powder made from coffee beans and used to 
make coffee to drink □ a jar/can of coffee. 

coffee bar n GB a cafe that serves coffee, oth¬ 
er non-alcoholic drinks, and snacks, 

coffee bean n the seed of a tropical plant 
that is collected, dried, and roasted in order 
to be used for making coffee, 

coffee break n a rest period during work 
when people drink coffee, 

coffee cup n a small cup for drinking coffee, 

coffee grinder n - coffee mill, 

coffee-maker « a small machine used for 
making coffee from ground coffee beans, 

coffee mill n a machine for grinding coffee 
beans. 

coffee morning « GB a social event in the 
morning at which coffee is served and 
which is often used as a way of raising 
money for a church or charity. 
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coffeepot [’kDfipDt] tt a tall pot with a lid, 
used for serving coffee. 

coffee shop tt -1. a small restaurant on its 
own or inside a department store, hotel etc 
that serves drinks and light snacks. -2. a 
store that sells ground coffee, beans etc and 
sometimes serves drinks and snacks at ta¬ 
bles. 

coffee table tt a low table usually placed in 
front of a sofa or chairs in a sitting room, 

coffee-table book tt a large attractive book, 
usually containing many pictures, that is 
meant to be looked at, not read, 

coffer [1 kof3r] tt a large strong box for keeping 
money in. ■ the coffers are full/empty there 
is a lot of money/no money to spend, 

coffin [’kDfn] tt a long wooden box used for 
burying or cremating a dead person in. 

cog fkng) tt a wheel that has teeth around its 
edge that connect with similar teeth on an¬ 
other wheel to make a machine work. ■ a 
cog in the machine a person who plays an 
unimportant part in, and feels exploited by, 
a large organization. 

cogent ['koLKfpnt] adj [argument, reason] that is 
very persuasive and convincing, 

cogitate ['kDd33teit] vi to think very carefully 
about something (formal use), 

cognac [US 'kounjaek, GB 'kmi-] n a type of 
French brandy; a glass of this drink, 

cognitive ['kDgnativ] adj [process, faculty] that 
is connected with the mind and its ability to 
learn □ cognitive psychology. 

cogwheel ['kogwi:!] n = cog. 

cohabit [kou'haebat] vi [two people] to live to¬ 
gether like a married couple (formal use) □ He 
was, at the time, cohabiting with his girlfriend. 

coherent [kou'hiarant] adj [argument, answer, 

speech] that is organized in a clear and logi¬ 
cal way; [person] who is able to talk clearly 
and can be easily understood □ The article is 
organized in a perfectly coherent fashion. □ The 
more he drank, the less coherent he became. 

coherently [koo'hiarsntli] adv [argue, answer, 

speak] see coherent □ The first candidate ex¬ 
pressed herself clearly and coherently. 

cohesion [koo‘hi:3n] tt\ see cohesive □ We need 
greater cohesion among our local branches. 

cohesive [kou'hiisiv] adj [structure, group] that 
fits together well □ The new students now 
form a very cohesive group within the college. 

cohort [’kouhaif] tt a group of people who fol¬ 
low or support somebody (disapproving use). 

COI (abbr of Central Office of Information) n the 
COI the British government department re¬ 
sponsible for producing information about 
Britain for the public. 

coil [koil] on-1. a coil of wire/rope/hair one 
of a series of circular sections into which a 
length of wire/rope/hair is wound □ Her hair 
fell In black coils. -2. electricity a coil of wire 
carrying an electric current that is used in 
electric motors. -3. GB a contraceptive device 
that is fitted inside a woman’s womb, o vt 
[wire, rope, hair] to wind <sthg> into a coil □ 

He coiled the rope around his arm. o vi [snake, 

rope, smoke] to form itself into a coil. 
♦ coil up vt sep to coil sthg up [hose, wire, rope] 

to wind all of sthg into a coil. 

coiled [koild] adj [rope, spring] that is wound 
into a coil. 

coin [kDin] o it a piece of money in the form 
of a small, round, flat piece of metal □ a dol¬ 
lar coin, o vt to invent <a word, expression> 
etc. ■ to coin a phrase a phrase used humor¬ 
ously when one says something that is not 
original and has been said many times be¬ 
fore □ There was a free and frank exchange of 
views, to coin a phrase. 

coinage ['koinid3] it -1. [of a country) the metal 
money used in a particular country. -2. [in 

speech, writing] a word or phrase that has 
been recently invented, 

coin-box « GB a public telephone that is oper¬ 
ated by coins but not by a card, 

coincide [,kouin'said] vi -1. [events, meetings) to 
happen at the same time, usually by chance 
o His arrival coincided with my visit. -2. [ideas, 

opinions] to be the same □ Her views coincided 
with mine. 

coincidence [kou'insidans] n a situation where 
something happens by chance at the same 
time as something else a By a strange coinci¬ 
dence, I found I was staying in the same hotel. □ 
It is no coincidence that they both turned up at 
the same time. □ What a coincidence! 

coincidental [koo.inss'dentl] adj that happens, 
exists etc by chance at the same time as 
something else □ Any similarity between the 
two designs is purely coincidental. 

coincidentally [kou.insa'dentli] adv a word 
used to say that something is coincidental □ 
Coincidentally, I was thinking exactly the same 
thing. 

coin-operated [-Dpsreitad] adj [machine, phone] 

that works when one puts a coin into it. 

coitus [' kortosj tt sexual intercourse (formal 

use). 

coke [kook] tt -1. [for burning! a solid fuel used 
in fires that is made by removing gas from 
coal. -2y = cocaine (drugs slang). 

Coke™ [kouk] tt Coca-Cola; a glass, can, or 
botde of this. 

Col. abbr of colonel. 

cola ['kools] tt a sweet, brown, non-alcoholic 
drink with bubbles. 

COLA ['koub] (abbr of cost-of-living adjust¬ 
ment) tt US an amount of money added to 
salaries or social security payments to cover 
increases in the cost of living, 

colander ['kAbndal n a bowl with holes in 
the bottom and sides that is used for wash¬ 
ing food or separating it from liquid, 

cold [kould] o adj -1. [drink, weather, room] that 
has a low temperature □ Turn the heat up, it's 
cold in here. ■ to be or feel cold [person] to feel 
uncomfortable because the temperature is 
low. ■ to get cold [person] to begin to feel 
cold; [food, room, air] to lose heat. -2. [eyes, 

voice, stare] unfriendly and without emotion 



cold-blooded 
192 

□ He was given a cold reception by his col¬ 
leagues. -3. (person] who does not seem to 
care about other people. 
on-1. medicine a common illness whose 
symptoms are a sore throat, sneezing, 
coughing, and a headache □ I've got a cold. ■ 
to catch (a) cold to become ill with a cold □ 
Put your coat on or you'll catch a cold. -2. the 
cold cold air or weather □ Come in out of the 

cold. 
cold-blooded [-’bUdid] adj -1. [animal] whose 

body temperature goes up or down depend¬ 
ing on the temperature of its surroundings. 
-2. [murder, crime] that is done in an inten¬ 
tional and cruel way. -3. [person] who does 
not seem to care if other people suffer or 
are upset. 

cold call n business a visit or phone call made 
by a salesperson to somebody who is not 
expecting it. 

cold cream n a cosmetic cream used to clean 
and soften the skin, especially on the face, 

cold cuts npl US slices of cooked meat, such 
as ham or salami, served cold, 

cold feet npl to have/get cold feet to feel/start 
feeling that one does not want to do some¬ 
thing one has planned, usually because one 
is afraid of failing (informal use) □ There are 
signs that the Australians are getting cold feet 
and may pull out of the deal. 

cold front n the front of a mass of cold air 
that is moving into a mass of warmer air. 
NOTE: Compare warm front, 

cold-hearted [-'hai'tad] adj [person, refusal] that 
does not show any concern for people’s 
feelings and so seems unkind, 

coldly ['kooldli] adv [look, speak, behave] see 
cold □ "It's not my fault," she said coldly. 

coldness f'kooldnas] tv. see cold □ Kate was puz¬ 
zled by his coldness toward her. 

cold shoulder n to give sb the cold shoulder 
to ignore sb and be unfriendly to them (in¬ 
formal use). 

cold sore n a blister on the edge of one’s lips 
that sometimes appears when one has a 
cold. 

cold storage n storage, especially of food, at 
a low temperature in a refrigerator or freez¬ 
er □ Food lasts longer if kept in cold storage, 

cold sweat « sweat that is a result or sign of 
nervousness or fear □ / woke up in a cold 
sweat. 

Cold War tt the Cold War the political struggle 
between the USA and the USSR that started 
after World War II, and ended in 1990. Al¬ 
though both countries regarded each other 
as enemies, there was no actual fighting. 

Coleridge ['koubrid3], Samuel Taylor (1772- 
1834) a British poet and critic. He was a 
friend of Wordsworth, and one of the Ro¬ 
mantics. 

coleslaw ['koulsb:] n a salad made of chopped 
raw cabbage, carrots, onions, and mayon¬ 
naise. 

colic I'kolik] n a medical condition that causes 

sharp pains in the stomach and abdomen, 
and is usually suffered by young babies, 

collaborate [ka'laebareit] vi -1. [partners, col¬ 

leagues] to work together on a particular 
project □ I'm collaborating with John or John and 
I are collaborating on the basic design. -2. [per¬ 

son] to help or cooperate with an enemy 
who is occupying one’s country □ He was ac¬ 
cused of collaborating with the Nazis. 

collaboration [ka.laeba'reijn] n: see collaborate 
□ The timetable was worked out in close collabo¬ 
ration with our partners. □ He was accused of col¬ 
laboration with the occupying forces. 

collaborative [ka'kebarativ] adj [effort, project] 

that involves people or groups working to¬ 
gether □ It's a collaborative venture between the 
USA and Mexico. 

collaborator [k3'laeb3reit3r] « -1. [with other 

people] a person who collaborates with an¬ 
other person or other people on a project □ 
Sarah was my main collaborator on the encyclo¬ 
pedia. -2. [with the enemy] a person who col¬ 
laborates with the enemy □ He was accused 
of being a collaborator. 

collage [US ka'la:3, GB 'kDla:3l n a method of 
making pictures by sticking photographs, 
pieces of paper, fabric etc onto a back¬ 
ground; a picture made by this method, 

collagen [‘kDbdsan] « a type of protein that is 
used in women’s face creams and can be in¬ 
jected into their lips to make them bigger, 

collapse [ka'laeps] o vi -1. [building, structure, 

roof] to fall down suddenly □ The roof col¬ 
lapsed under the weight of the snow. -2. 
[company, government, marriage] to become 
unable to continue □ The bank collapsed last 
May with millions owed in bad debts. -3. med¬ 
icine [person] to fall down because one is 
tired or suddenly ill □ He collapsed in the 
street and was rushed to the hospital. -4. [table, 

chair, bed] to have the ability to fold so that 
it can be stored more easily □ The tripod col¬ 
lapses for easy storage. 
o n -1. [of a building, structure] the act of col¬ 
lapsing □ What caused the bridge's collapse? 
-2. [of a company, government, marriage] a fail¬ 
ure □ The system is on the verge of collapse. □ 
the changes that followed the collapse of the So¬ 
viet Union. -3. medicine an inability to con¬ 
tinue living normally because of mental or 
physical exhaustion; the act of falling over 
because one suddenly becomes ill. 

collapsible [ka'laepsabl] adj [table, chair, bed] 

that can collapse. 

collar ['koter] o « -1. [of a shirt] the part of a 
shirt, jacket, coat etc that fits around the 
neck and that is usually folded □ My collar's 
too tight. □ What is your collar size? -2. [of a dog, 

cat] a band, usually made of leather, that is 
fitted around the neck of an animal. -3. [in a 

machine] an object shaped like a ring and 
used in a machine around a pipe, tube etc to 
hold something in place, o vt to catch or 
capture <sb>, especially because they have 
done something wrong (informal use). 

collarbone ['kobrboun] « the long bone that 
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connects one’s shoulder to the bottom of 
one’s neck. 

collate [ka'leit] vt -1. [information, evidence] to 
bring <facts> together and compare them. 
-2. [pages, photocopies] to put <pieces of pa- 
per> in the correct order, 

collateral [ka'laetsral] it something such as 
property, money, or goods that are used as 
security for a loan □ This stock was used as 
collateral for the loan. 

colleague ['koli:g] n a person one works with 
□ May I introduce my colleague, Bruce Roberts? 

collect [ka'lekt] o vf -1. [wood, files, information] 

to bring or gather <sthg> together from dif¬ 
ferent places □ The teacher collected the exam 
papers. ■ to collect one's thoughts, to collect 
oneself to become calm and get one’s 
thoughts into order. -2. [stamps, coins, butter¬ 

flies] to get and keep <several things of the 
same type>, usually as a hobby □ My father 
collects antiques. -3. [washing, photographs, car] 

to go to a place in order to take <sb/sthg> 
from there to another place □ Can you collect 
me from the station? -4. [taxes, contributions, do¬ 

nations] to ask for and get <money> from 
people. ■ collect on delivery US a term that 
describes an arrangement in which goods 
are paid for when they are delivered, 
o vi -1. [crowd, people] to gather together 
and form a group □ Several fans had collected 
outside the hotel. -2. [dust, leaves, dirt] to form 
a pile, layer etc over a period of time □ Rain¬ 
water had collected in the bottom of the trough. 
-3. [person] to ask people for money, usually 
for charity or to buy a gift for somebody □ 
I'm collecting on behalf of sick children, 
o adv to call (sb) collect US to call somebody 
on the telephone so that the person who re¬ 
ceives the call pays for it. 

♦ collect up vt sep to collect things up to 
bring things together in one place □ Can you 
help me collect up the empty bottles? 

collectable [ks'lektabl] o adj [antique, book] 

that is worth keeping or buying because it is 
valuable or interesting □ Early examples of her 
work are proving to be highly collectable, o « a 
collectable object. 

collected [ka'lektad] adj -1. to be collected [per¬ 
son] to be calm and self-controlled □ He al¬ 
ways stays cool, calm, and collected. -2. [works, 
poems] that are published together in one 
book □ "The Collected Writings of Joseph Roth." 

collecting [ka'lektirj] n the hobby of getting 
and keeping many examples of the same 
object □ coin collecting. 

collecting tin n GB a box, usually with a slot 
in the top, into which people are asked to 
put donations for a charity, 

collection [ks'lekfn] « -1. [of stamps, coins, an¬ 
tiques] a group of objects of the same type 
that somebody has collected □ a stamp/record 
collection. -2. [of stories, poems] a group of 
short stories, poems etc, published in one 
book, by the same writer or on the same 
subject. -3. [of wood, files, information] the act 
of coming and taking something away □ 
Your photos will be ready for collection on Mon¬ 

day. □ The next (mail) collection is at noon. -4. [of 

money] money that is collected from many 
people for a charity, to buy somebody a 
present, or during a church service □ We're 
having a collection for her leaving present. -5. [of 

people] a group of people who have gathered 
together; [of objects] a group of things that 
have been gathered together □ a collection of 
strange-looking characters □ I've got to go 
through the collection of papers on my desk. 

collective [ks'lektiv] o adj [decision, responsibil¬ 

ity] that belongs to all the members of a 
group □ the industrial nations' collective share of 
fossil fuel emissions, o n a business or farm 
that is owned by all the people who work 
there. 

collective bargaining n discussions between 
labor unions and employers about the pay 
and working conditions of employees, 

collectively [ka'lektivh] adv -1. [decide, own] see 
collective □ They are all collectively responsible. 
□ The three states collectively spend $20 million. 
on law enforcement. -2. to be collectively 
known as sthg to be called sthg when they 
are in a group □ A group of fish is collectively 
known as a "school". 

collective ownership n the ownership of a 
business by the people who work in it. 

collector [ka'lektar] n -1. [of stamps, coins, an¬ 

tiques] a person who collects things as a 
hobby □ a stamp/record collector. -2. [of taxes, 

garbage] a person whose job is to collect 
money, garbage etc o a rent/debt collector. 

collector's item n a thing that collectors 
would want because it is rare or valuable, 

college [’kDlid3] « -1. a place where one can 
go after leaving school in order to study for 
further qualifications and that often special¬ 
izes in one particular subject; the people 
who work and study there o When does John 
start college? a I go to art/nursing/agricultural col¬ 
lege □ college life □ a college professor/scarf. 
-2. [of a university] one of the parts that some 
universities are divided into, where students 
live and study; the people who work and 
study there □ King's College, Cambridge □ an 
all-female college. -3. a group of people who 
have the same professional, educational, or 
religious duties □ the Royal College of Nursing 
□ an electoral college. 

college of education n a college where peo¬ 
ple train to become teachers, 

collide [ka’laid] vi [people, vehicles, planets] to 
crash □ They collided in the corridor. □ The bus 
collided with a car. 

collie ['knli] n a type of dog that has black 
and white hair and is often used to control 

sheep. 

colliery ['kriljari] (pi collieries) n a coalmine. 

Collins ['kolinz], Michael (1890-1922) an Irish 
revolutionary, and MP. He was a leader of 
Sinn Fein, and founder of the IRA. 

collision [k3'li3n] n -1. [between vehicles] a 
crash between two vehicles traveling fast □ 
Their car was in a head-on collision with a truck □ 
a collision between two trains. -2. [between peo- 
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pie] a serious disagreement between two or 
more people or things □ a collision of interests, 
m to be on a collision course to be very likely 
to disagree strongly with somebody about 
something □ Their stance has put them on a col¬ 
lision course with the anti-abortion lobby. 

collision damage waiver n a section that is 
added to an insurance contract when one 
rents a car, stating that damage caused to 
the car will be paid for by the insurer, 

colloquial [ka'loukwial] adj [word, expression, 

English] that is used only in informal conver¬ 
sation. 

collude [ka'luid] vi [people] to work together in 
secret to do something dishonest □ They 
were accused of colluding with the enemy. 

collusion [ka lu^n] n to be in collusion with sb 
to be colluding with sb. 

cologne [ka'loun] n a mild perfume. 

Colombia [ka'iAmbia] a country in north¬ 
western South America, with Pacific and 
Caribbean coasts, size: 1,140,000 sq kms. 
population: 33,600,000 (Colombians), capital: 
Bogota, language: Spanish, currency: peso, 

colon ['koubn] n -1. anatomy the part of the 
large intestine that leads to the anus. 
-2. grammar a symbol (:) used before a list, 
explanation, or quotation, 

colonel ['k3:rnl] n an officer of high rank in 
the army. 

colonial [ka'lounjal] adj [rule, power] that is 
connected with countries that are colonies; 
[style, period, building] that is connected with 
a country when it was a colony, 

colonialism [koToonjalizm] n the practice of 
colonizing other countries, 

colonist ['kobnist] n a person who starts a 
colony. 

colonize, -ise [’kDbnaiz] vt [country, region] to 
make <an area of land> a colony, 

colonnade [,kt>b'neid] n a row of columns, 

colony ['kDbm] (pi colonies) n -1. [of another 

country] a country or area that is controlled 
by a more powerful country that is usually 
far away; the people who live there □ They 
spent the day visiting the former Portuguese colo¬ 
ny. -2. [of people] a group of people who live 
together because they have the same inter¬ 
est, problem etc □ a nudist/leper colony. -3. [of 

ants, birds] a group of the same kind of ani¬ 
mal or insect that lives together □ an ant 
colony. 

color US, colour GB l'kAbr] o n -1. the appear¬ 
ance that the reflection of light gives to an 
object, e.g. red, blue, or green □ It looks like a 
different color in this light, m to be in color 
[movie, magazine, photograph] to be made 
showing different colors, not just black and 
white □ The brochure is printed in full color. 
-2. a particular color □ Red is my favorite color. 
□ What color is it? □ This model comes in a wide 
range of colors. -3. the color of one’s skin 
when this shows one’s race or state of 
health □ Her skin was a lovely color after her 
holiday in Spain. □ He has faced much discrimina¬ 
tion on account of his color □ people of color. 

o vt -1. [picture, drawing] = color in □ I colored 
it blue. -2. [hair, food] to change the color of 
<sthg> using dyes or chemicals. -3. [opinion, 
judgment] to influence <sthg> □ His narrow¬ 
minded comments colored my attitude toward 
him from then on. 
o vi [person, cheeks] to blush. 

♦ colors npl -1. [of a team, school] a piece of 
clothing, e.g. a tie or a badge, that shows 
which team, club, school etc one belongs to. 
-2. [of a country, regiment] the flag of a coun¬ 
try, ship, or regiment. 

♦ color in vt sey to color sthg in [picture, draw- 
ing] to fill in the outline of sthg with color. 

Colorado [US .kDb'raedou, GB -'raid-] a moun¬ 
tainous state in the western USA. abbrevia¬ 
tion: CO. size: 270,000 sq kms. population: 
3,294,394 (Coloradans, Coloradoans), capital: 
Denver. 

Colorado beetle n a black and yellow insect 
that eats potato plants. 

color bar n the rule or custom in some places 
that does not allow people of different col¬ 
ors to mix. 

color-blind adj [person] who cannot see the 
difference between particular colors, espe¬ 
cially red and green. 

color-coded adj [system, wiring] that has dif¬ 
ferent colors to identify different parts, 

colored us, coloured GB ['kAla'd] adj -1. [pen, 
sheet! that has one or more colors, not just 
black or white. -2. [jacket, hair, bird] that has 
a particular color □ straw-colored hair □ a 
brightly-colored shirt. -3.T [person] who belongs 
to a race whose skin is not white (old- 
fashioned and offensive use). 

colorfast [ kAlrfaest] US, colourfast [’kAbfaist] 
GB adj [garment, fabric] that does not lose its 
color when washed. 

colorful us, colourful GB [kAbrfl] adj -1. 
[dress, picture, procession] that has one or 
more bright colors □ The parade made a color¬ 
ful sight. -2. [story, career, life] that is full of 
interesting or exciting details □ a person with 
a colorful past. -3. [person] who is interesting, 
unusual, and amusing □ / met lots of colorful 
characters along the way. 

coloring us, colouring GB ['kAbrirj] n -1. [in 
food, drink] a substance or chemical used to 
color food or drink □ This orange juice contains 
no artificial coloring. -2. [of a person] the color 
of a person’s hair, eyes, and skin □ With your 
coloring you only need a low-factor suncream. 
-3. [of an animal] the color of an animal’s skin 
or fur □ The male's bright coloring is designed to 
attract the hen. 

colorless us, colourless GB ['kAbrbs] adj -1. 
[ink, complexion, liquid] that has no color. -2. 
[person, voice, place] that is not interesting 
and has no strong qualities. 

color scheme n the combination of colors 
used in the decoration of a room, house etc. 

color television, color TV n a television that 
can show pictures in color. 

colossal [ka'lDsl] adj [statue, amount, building] 
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very large □ Most of their colossal profits are 
reinvested. 

colostomy [ka'lDstsmi] (pi colostomies) n a 
medical operation that passes the colon 
through a hole made in the abdomen, so 
that feces can be collected in a bag □ a colos¬ 
tomy bag. 

colour etc GB = color etc. 

colour supplement n GB a free color maga¬ 
zine that comes with a newspaper, especial¬ 
ly at weekends. 

colt [koult] n a young male horse. 

Columbus [ka'lAmbas], Christopher (1451— 
1506) an Italian-born explorer who, support¬ 
ed by the Spanish royal family, was the first 
European to discover the West Indies and 
the South American mainland. 

Columbus Day n a US public holiday on the 
second Monday in October, in memory of 
Christopher Columbus. 

column ['kDbm] n -1. architecture a very tall 
rounded structure, usually made of stone, 
that is used to support a roof. -2. a column 
of smoke a long straight line of smoke that 
goes upwards. -3. [of people, vehicles, animals) 

a long straight line that is moving forwards 
□ a column of tanks or tank column. -4. [of text, 

numbers] a vertical block on a page o Add up 
each column of figures. -5. [in a newspaper, 

magazine] a section that is always written by 
the same person or is always about the 
same subject □ the sports column. 

columnist [US 'kDlamnsst, GB 'kDlamsst] n a 
person who writes a regular column in a 
newspaper or magazine □ a gossip columnist. 

coma ['kouma] n to be in a coma to be uncon¬ 
scious for a long time, especially after an ac¬ 
cident □ She's gone into a deep coma. 

Comanche [ka'maentJY] « a member of a Na¬ 
tive American people who used to live in 
the southwestern USA; the language of this 
people. 

comatose ['koumatous] adj to be comatose to 
be in a coma. 

comb [koum] on a thin flat object made of 
plastic or metal with a row of sharp points 
along one side that are moved through 
one’s hair to make it look neater, o vt -1. to 
comb one's hair to arrange one’s hair more 
neatly using a comb. -2. [field, city, country] to 
search <a large area> very carefully for 
somebody or something □ The police combed 
the countryside for clues/the missing man. 

combat [’kombaet] o « -1. fighting between 
two or more people or armies □ The young 
soldier was killed in combat □ combat aircraft/ 
troops. -2. a struggle between two systems, 
ideas etc □ the combat between good and evil, 
o vt [crime, disease, inflation] to struggle to 

stop <sthg>. 
combative [US kam'bastiv, GB 'kombativ] adj 

[person] who is always ready to fight or ar¬ 

gue. 
combination [.kDmbi'neifn] n -1. the act of 

combining two or more things □ The alloy 
can be produced by combination with copper. ■ 

in combination together □ Running, cycling, and 
swimming in combination provide a comprehen¬ 
sive training program. -2. [of colors, people, 
ideas] something that is made by combining 
two or more things, especially something 
that works well □ a winning combination □ A 
combination of printing techniques was used to 
produce the book. □ His success is due to a com¬ 
bination of business flair and an understanding of 
the consumer. -3. [for a lock, safe] the numbers 
or letters in a particular order that are need¬ 
ed to open something. 

combination lock n a lock that can only be 
opened using a particular combination of 
numbers. 

combination skin n skin on one’s face that is 
partly dry and partly oily. 

combine [vb kam'bain, n ’kombain] o vt [groups, 
classes, efforts! to join together <two or 
more things>; [activities] to do <two or more 
things> at the same time; [two qualities or fea¬ 
tures] to have <two or more different qual¬ 
ities or features> □ Let's combine forces. □ 
How do you combine having a career with looking 
after four children? o I try to combine business 
with pleasure whenever possible. □ Our new 
model combines speed and reliability, 
o vi [groups, activities, qualities] The two parties 
combined to form the Alliance Party. □ Events 
combined to leave her penniless, 
o n -1. a group of organizations that have 
joined together □ an industrial combine. -2. = 
combine harvester. 

combined [kam'baind] adj [effort, operation] that 
is made by two or more groups of people. 

combine harvester [,kDmbain'ha:rvist3r] n a 
large vehicle used on a farm that cuts, sorts, 
and cleans grain as it is driven across a field. 

combustible [kam'bAstabl] adj [substance, ma¬ 
terial] that can start to burn easily. 

combustion [kam'bAstJ'an] n the act of starting 
to burn. 

come [kAm] (ft came, pp come) vi -1. [person, 

car, train] to move toward the place where 
one is sitting, standing etc □ The bus came 
round the comer. □ She came running down the 
stairs to meet me. ■ coming! I shall be there 
soon (used as a reply when somebody is 
called to dinner, the telephone etc). -2. 
[guest, visitor] to go to one’s home for a visit, 
usually for a short time □ Some friends are 
coming to dinner. -3. [person] to go somewhere 
with one □ Come with me, I've got something 
to show you. -4. [person, bus, news] to arrive 
at the place where one is □ She came home 
late. □ The train came into the station. □ You'll 
feel better when summer comes. □ Letters of 
complaint came flooding in. ■ the time has come 
to leave it is now the right time to leave. 
-5. [level, flood, person) to reach a particular 
point or place □ The water came up over his 
boots. □ Keep going until you come to some traf¬ 
fic lights. -6. [announcement, change] to happen 
or be done at a particular time □ The strike 
comes at a bad time for the company. ■ the 
news came as a shock somebody had a 
shock when the news came □ It comes as no 
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surprise to me to hear that he's been fired. -7. to 
come first/second etc in a competition to be 
first/second etc compared to all the other 
people in a competition. ■ P comes before Q 
P is before Q in order. -8.v [person] to have 
an orgasm during sex (very informal use). 
-9. to come to do sthg to start to do sthg 
gradually and over a period of time □ Over 
the years I came to enjoy living in New York. ■ 
how did you come to lose it? explain to me 
how you lost it. ■ come to think of it a 
phrase used when one suddenly remembers 
or realizes something □ Come to think of it, he 
did sound strange on the phone. -10. her dream 
came true what she had dreamed about hap¬ 
pened. ■ to come loose/undone to become 
loose/unfastened slowly or gradually. ■ 
come again? a phrase used to ask somebody 
to repeat something because one did not 
hear it or is surprised by it (informal use). 

♦ to come adv in (the) days/years to come in 
the days/years that follow o We do not ex¬ 
pect any improvement for some time to come. 

♦ come about v< [discover/, crisis, situation] to 
happen, usually by chance □ We still don't 
know how the problem came about. 

♦ come across o vt fus to come across sb/ 
sthg to find or meet sb/sthg by chance □ 
Years later, I came across him in Beirut, o vi to 
come across well to make a good impression 
on people □ She came across as being more 
nervous than she really was. ■ the main point 
comes across clearly people can clearly 
understand the main point. 

♦ come along vi -1. [bus, opportunity, job] to 
arrive, often unexpectedly and by chance □ 
We're waiting for the right candidate to come 
along. □ Everything was going fine till you came 
along! -2. the project is coming along well the 
project is going or progressing well □ How's 
your new secretary coming along? -3. phrase 
come along! a phrase used to encourage 
somebody to hurry up or to do something 
that they do not want to do □ Come along or 
you'll be late for school. 

♦ come apart vi [shoes, package, machine] to 
become broken or fall to pieces □ The toy just 
came apart in my hands. 

♦ come around vi -1. [guest, visitor] to visit 
one in one’s home, usually for a short time 
□ Do come around for a game of bridge. -2. 
[Christmas, birthday, summer] to happen (used 
of regular events) □ The local elections are 
coming around in May. -3. [patient] to become 
conscious again after being unconscious. 
-4. to come around to sthg to change one’s 
opinion and start agreeing with sthg □ He's 
very stubborn, but he'll come around to our way 
of thinking in the end. 

♦ come at vt fus to come at sb to move to¬ 
ward sb in order to attack them □ He came 
at me with a knife. 

♦ come back vi -1. [person] to return to the 
place where one is or lives □ She came back 
from work early. □ Call me if the pain comes 
back. -2. it all came back (to me) I remem¬ 
bered it all suddenly □ / can't remember her 
name but I'm sure it will come back (to me). 

-3. to come back into fashion to become 
fashionable again. 

♦ come back to vt fus to come back to sthg 
[question, topic, idea] to consider or discuss 
sthg again □ That's an interesting point and I'll 
come back to it later. 

♦ come by vt fus -1. to come by sthg [money, 
name, idea] to get or find sthg, usually by 
chance □ How did you come by that nasty cut? □ 
Jobs aren't easy to come by. -2. they came by 
the house US they came to visit, unexpected¬ 
ly and for a short time. 

♦ come down vi -1. [fog, barrier, building] to 
fall, drop, or be taken down; [plane, para¬ 
chute] to land, usually not in the place in¬ 
tended □ That tree is dangerous, it's got to come 
down. □ Barriers to free trade are coming down 
all over the world. □ The helicopter came down in 
a field. -2. [unemployment, prices, spending] to 
become lower or less. -3. [person] to visit 
somebody, usually when this involves going 
southwards or into the countryside □ The 
Tylers are coming down next weekend. 

♦ come down to vt fus it comes down to cost 
in the end cost is the most important thing 
that matters in the end □ It came down to a 
choice between the Fiat and the Renault. 

♦ come down with vt fus to come down with 
an illness to catch an illness □ She's come 
down with a cold. 

♦ come for vt fus to come for sb/sthg to come 
to collect sb/sthg and take them away. 

♦ come forward vi [volunteer, expert] to offer 
help or information, especially because some¬ 
body has asked for it publicly □ The police 
have asked for witnesses to come forward. 

♦ come from vt fus -1. to come from a place 
to be bom or live in a place □ / come from 
Chicago. □ Where do you come from? -2. to 
come from sthg to have sthg as its source □ 
Milk comes from cows. □ The picture comes 
from one of her movies. □ / don't know where 
the money is going to come from. 

♦ come in vi -1. [person] to enter a house or 
room where one is □ / was in the kitchen when 
John came in. ■ come in! a phrase used to ask 
somebody to come into one’s office, room 
etc. □ Come in out of the cold and get warm. 
-2. [news, information, message] to be received 
by people who are waiting for it □ Reports 
are coming in of riots in Tokyo. -3. to have mon¬ 
ey coming in to earn money regularly. -4. 
where do I come in? how am I involved? □ 
The plan is fine, but I don't see where I come into 
it. -5. [clothes, custom] to become fashionable 
or popular □ These shoes first came in in the 
fifties. 

♦ come in for vt fus to come in for criticism/ 
praise to get a lot of criticism/praise from 
people. 

♦ come into vt fus -1. to come into sthg [into 
money, an inheritance] to inherit sthg when 
somebody dies □ She came into a fortune when 
her father died. -2. to come into sight or view 
to appear a long way away. ■ to come into 
being or existence to start to exist. 

♦ come of vt fus nothing came of it it did not 
happen □ We did have plans to work abroad, but 
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nothing came of it. ■ that's what comes of 
smoking that is the result of smoking □ "/ 
feel sick." — "That's what comes of eating too 
much!" 

♦ come off o vi -1. [button, label, lid] to be¬ 
come separated or broken off from the main 
part of something □ The chain has come off my 
bike, can you fix it back on? -2. [stain, dirt) to be 
possible to remove □ Will the paint come off? 
-3. [wedding, attempt, trip] to take place as 
planned □ Let's hope the deal comes off. -4. to 
come off well/badly to be in a good/bad 
situation as a result of something □ They 
came off badly from the deal and lost a lot of 
money. 

o vt -1. to come off sthg [horse, bike, roofl to 
fall off sthg. -2. to come off sthg [medicine, 

drug] to stop taking sthg □ I've had to come off 
the Pill. -3. phrase come off it! a phrase used 
when one does not believe what somebody 
is saying □ Oh, come off it, you must have 
known what was going on! 

♦ come on vi -1. to be coming on [cold, head¬ 

ache] to be starting □ I can feel a cold coming 
on. -2. [light, heating] to start working, usually 
automatically □ / set the radio to come on at 8 
am. -3. [project, person] to be making good 
progress □ Her Russian has come on well this 
term. -4. phrase come on! a phrase used to 
encourage somebody or to tell them to hur¬ 
ry up □ Come on, don't give up, you can do it! □ 
Come on or we'll miss the bus. 

♦ come out vi -1. [person] to leave a room or 
building and move toward where one is □ 
Can Sam come out to play? □ He came out of 
prison after two years. -2. [Sun, Moon, stars] to 
appear in the sky □ The clouds parted and the 
Sun came out. -3. [stain, dirt] to be removed by 
washing □ The mark will come out if you soak it. 
-4. [photograph, recording] to be produced suc¬ 
cessfully and clearly □ Only a few of our wed¬ 
ding pictures came out. -5. [information, fact] to 
become known after being secret or hidden 
□ The truth eventually came out. -6. [newspaper, 

book] to be published; [movie, product] to be¬ 
come available to the public □ The magazine 
comes out on Tuesdays. □ The video is coming 
out next month. -7. to come out for/against 
sthg to state publicly that one is in favor 
of/against sthg. -8. to publicly admit that 
one is homosexual. -9. GB (workers, union] to 

go on strike. 
♦ come out in vt fus to come out in pimples 

to become covered in pimples □ / come out in 
a rash if I eat strawberries. 

♦ come over o vt fus a change came over her 
a change made her behave in an unusual 
way □ I'm sorry about that, I don't know what 
came over me. o vt -1. [person] to arrive at 
the place where one is, usually by crossing a 
bridge, the sea etc □ They came over from 
France on the night ferry. -2. she comes over 
well people get a good impression of her □ 
He came over as being very efficient in the inter¬ 
view. -3. GB [guest, visitor] to visit one at 
home, usually for a short time □ You must 
come over for tea some time. 

♦ come round vi = come around. 

♦ come through o vt fus to come through 
sthg [crisis, recession, war) to reach the end of 
sthg difficult without being hurt, harmed, or 
killed □ He came through the divorce fairly well, 
o vi [news, document] to arrive after going 
through the necessary procedures or stages 
□ My passport hasn't come through yet. 

♦ come to o vt fus -1. to come to a place to 
arrive at a place one has not been to before 
□ We carried on walking until we came to a 
crossroads. □ They came to England in 1962. 
-2. to come to an end to end, usually after 
some time □ The war finally came to an end in 
1919. □ We have not yet come to a decision/ 
conclusion. ■ to come to a halt or stop to stop 
moving □ The ball came to rest at the bottom of 
the stairs. ■ to come to power to start to rule 
or govern a country. -3. the bill came to $15 
the bill was $15 in all. o vi [person] to be¬ 
come conscious again after being uncon¬ 
scious □ When he came to there was a nurse 
standing over him. 

♦ come under vt fus -1. to come under sthg to 
be controlled or managed by sthg □ The state 
police comes under the authority of the Governor. 
-2. to come under a category to belong in a 
particular category □ This book comes under 
the heading of fiction. -3. to come under 
attack/criticism to be attacked/criticized □ The 
Fed is coming under pressure from the banks to 
raise interest rates. 

♦ come up vi -1. [person, train] to go to or ar¬ 
rive at the place where one is □ My mother 
came up yesterday by train. □ He came up to me 
and asked for a cigarette. -2. to be coming up 
[Christmas, birthday] to be happening soon □ 
It's coming up to Easter/six o'clock. -3. [subject, 
person] to be mentioned or discussed □ Your 
name came up in the conversation. -4. [Sun, 
Moon] to appear in the sky from below the 
horizon. -5. [situation, problem] to happen un¬ 
expectedly □ Sorry I'm late, but something came 
up at work. 

♦ come up against vr fus to come up against 
sthg [opposition, prejudices) to meet sthg that 
causes problems □ We've come up against a 
few snags. 

♦ come upon vt fus to come upon sb/sthg to 
find or meet sb/sthg by chance a / came upon 
some errors in your report. 

♦ come up to vt fus to come up to a standard 
to reach or equal a standard. 

♦ come up with vf fus to come up with sthg 
[plan, idea, solution] to think up, invent, or 
suggest sthg □ What excuse did he come up 

with? 

comeback ['kAmbaek] n a return to being as 
popular, fashionable, or successful as before 
□ She made her comeback in the stage version of 
"Sunset Boulevard". □ a comeback record. 

comedian [ko'mi'.djsn] n a person whose job is 
to tell jokes and make people laugh. 

comedienne [ka.mfidi'en] n a female come¬ 

dian. 

comedown ['kAmdaun] n something that is 
less exciting or important than something 
one has had or felt before (informal use) □ 
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This place is a real comedown after my usual 
room at the Ambassador! 

comedy ['komadi] (pI comedies) n -1. theater 
& cinema a play or movie that is meant to 
be funny o a comedy actor. -2. [of a situation] 
the quality in a situation, play etc that 
makes it funny □ She's an actress with a gift 
for comedy. 

comely ['kAmli] adj [woman] attractive (literary 
use). 

come-on n to give sb the come-on to show sb 
in a very obvious way that one would like 
to have sex with them (informal use). 

comet ['knmat) n an object that looks like a 
star with a long bright tail and that travels 
around the Sun. 

come-uppance [.kAm'Apsns] n to get one's 
come-uppance to get the punishment one 
deserves (informal use). 

comfort ['kAmfat] o « -1. the feeling of being 
comfortable; the state of having everything 
that one needs to live □ clothes designed for 
comfort and style □ They live in comfort. □ This 
service is provided for your comfort and conveni¬ 
ence. ■ to be too close for comfort to be so 
close that one feels frightened □ That truck 
came a little too close for comfort. -2. [in the 
home] something used in the home that 
makes one's life easier and more pleasant □ / 
like my comforts. □ a home with every modern 
comfort. -3. to be a comfort to make one feel 
less worried or unhappy □ It's a great comfort 
to know you're around. □ That's not much com¬ 
fort to me now, is it! 
o vt to make <sb> feel less worried or un¬ 
happy □ She comforted me when I was really 
down. □ It comforted him to know she was safe. 

comfortable [ kAmft3rbl] adj -1. to be comfort¬ 
able to be in a position or place in which 
one is relaxed because it is pleasant □ Sit 
down and make yourself comfortable. □ / had just 
got comfortable when the phone rang. -2. [chair, 

room, trip] that makes one feel comfortable □ 
Those shoes look comfortable. -3. medicine [pa¬ 

tient] who is not in too much pain or danger 
after an accident or operation □ Both mother 
and baby were said to be comfortable. -4. [lead, 

win] that is large enough for one to be sure 
about winning □ He won by a comfortable mar¬ 
gin. -5. [family] that has enough money to 
pay for things easily □ He comes from a com¬ 
fortable, middle-class background. -6. to be com¬ 
fortable about or with sthg not to be worried 
about sthg □ / don't really feel comfortable with 
the idea, frankly. 

comfortably [’kAmft3rbli] adv -1. to be com¬ 
fortably off [person] to be quite rich. -2. 
[sleep, win] see comfortable □ Are you sitting 
comfortably? □ / can live comfortably on $100 a 
week. □ By half-time, Brazil was comfortably in 
the lead. 

comforter l'kAmfortar] n -1. a person who 
comforts somebody. -2. US a thick warm 
bedcover that is filled with feathers or an¬ 
other soft material. 

comforting ['kAmfatir)] adj [thought, news, 

voice] that comforts one □ It's comforting to 
know help is never far away. 

comfort station n a public restroom (polite 

use). 

comfy ['kAmfi] (compar comfier, super! comfi- 
est) adj [shoes, chair, room] comfortable (infor¬ 
mal use). 

comic 1'kDmik] o adj [event, performance, actor] 

that is intended to make people laugh, o n 
-1. theater & tv a person whose job is to 
tell jokes and make people laugh. -2. [for chil¬ 

dren] a magazine, usually for children, con¬ 
taining stories in the form of cartoons. 

♦ comics npl US the part of a newspaper that 
contains stories in the form of cartoons. 

comical ['kDmikl] adj [appearance, person, event] 

that is funny but was not intended to be. 

comic strip n a series of cartoons that tell a 
story. 

coming ['kAmiri] o adj the coming storm/ 
election etc the storm/election etc that will 
happen soon □ We're hoping to negotiate a deal 
in the coming days/weeks, o n comings and go¬ 
ings the movement of people arriving and 
leaving somewhere. 

comma ['komo] n a symbol (,) used between 
the items in a list or to divide up a sentence. 

command [US ks'maend, GB -'mornd] o n -1. [to 
a person] an order that is given by somebody 
in a position of authority □ His commands 
were always carried out promptly. □ At her com¬ 
mand or When she gave the command everybody 
stood up. -2. [of an army, country, situation] con¬ 
trol over particular people, events etc □ The 
troops were under his command. □ He has com¬ 
mand of 30,000 men. □ We are looking to take 
command of the market. ■ to be in command to 
have command over somebody or some¬ 
thing □ Who's in command here? □ She is in to¬ 
tal command of the situation. □ I'm only second 
in command. -3. [of a language, subject] knowl¬ 
edge of something and the ability to use it □ 
His command of detail is outstanding. □ She has 
a poor/an excellent command of French. ■ to 
have sthg at one's command [language, re¬ 
source] to have sthg that one can use □ With 
Japanese and Korean at her command, she's per¬ 
fect for the job. -4. computing an instruction 
to a computer. 
o vt -1. to command sb to do sthg to order 
sb to do sthg when one has the authority to 
do this □ He commanded us to wait. 
-2. [regiment, troops] to be in a position of 
control over <people>. -3. [respect, attention] 

to get <sthg that one deserves> from other 
people □ He no longer commands the respect of 
his staff. ■ to command a high fee/salary to 
get a high fee/salary □ Consultants now com¬ 
mand a five-figure salary. 

commandant ['komandasnt] n an officer who 
is in charge of a particular place or group of 
soldiers. 

commandeer bkDman'dial vt [vehicle, building, 

property] to take <sthg> without paying for 
it for the use of the army. 

commander [US ka'mEendr, GB ka'mainda] n 
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-1. an officer in charge of a military cam¬ 
paign or group. -2. GB an officer in the Royal 
Navy. 

commander in chief (/?Z commanders in chief) 
n the officer in charge of all the military 
groups in a particular area, 

commanding [us ka'masnduj, gb -'ma:nd-] adj 
-1. to be in a commanding position to be in a 
position that allows one to have a lot of 
control over other people and events. ■ to 
have a commanding lead to be far ahead of 
other people in a race or competition. -2. 
[voice, manner, look] that commands respect 
and obedience □ He was a commanding pres¬ 
ence in his uniform. -3. a commanding view/ 
height a view/height that allows one to see 
for a great distance all around, 

commanding officer n the officer who is in 
charge of a group of soldiers, 

commandment [US ka'nuendmant, GB -'ma:nd-] 
« one of the ten rules in the Bible that Jews 
and Christians believe God told people to 
obey □ the Ten Commandments. 

command module n the part of a spacecraft 
where the controls are situated, 

commando [US ka'maendou, GB -‘ma:nd-] (pi 
commandos or commandoes) n a group of 
soldiers who have been specially trained to 
carry out surprise attacks on enemy terri¬ 
tory; a member of this group □ a commando 
of marines □ a commando unit. 

command performance n a performance at a 
theater that has been requested by a king or 
queen and is attended by a member of their 
family. 

commemorate [ka'memareit] vt -1. to do 
something that shows one remembers and 
respects <a person or event> □ Hundreds 
turned up at the ceremony to commemorate the 
end of the war. □ a series of programs com¬ 
memorating the tOOth anniversary of the author's 
death. -2. to remind people officially of <a 
person or event> □ The statue was erected to 
commemorate those who died in the war. 

commemoration [ka,mema'rei.fn] n: see com¬ 
memorate □ a statue in commemoration of the 
dead soldiers. 

commemorative [ka'memarativ] adj [stamp, serv¬ 

ice, plaque] that commemorates a person or 

event. 

commence [ka'mens] (formal use) O vt [trip, 

speech, work] to begin <sthg> □ They com¬ 
menced construction of the bridge m 1992. o vi 
[meeting, work] 'Sale commences January 3rd. 

commencement [ka'mensmant] n -1. the start 

of something (formal use). -2. a commence¬ 
ment (ceremony) US education a graduation 

ceremony. 

commend [ka'mend] vt -1. to praise <sb> offi¬ 

cially, especially for something brave they 

have done □ He was highly commended on or 

for his actions. -2. [restaurant, person, place] to 

praise <sthg/sb> to somebody because they 

may want to use it, employ them etc (formal 

use) □ / can certainly commend her to you. □ The 
policy has little to commend it. 

commendable [ka'mendabl] adj [action, achieve¬ 
ment, effort] that deserves praise, 

commendation [.kDman'deiJh] n a special 
award given to somebody because of some¬ 
thing they have done that deserves praise □ 
a commendation for bravery. 

commensurate [ka'mensarat] adj commensu¬ 
rate with sthg at a level that is appropriate 
to sthg (formal use) □ Salary is commensurate 
with experience. 

comment ['koment] o n a statement that 
gives one’s opinion about something, some¬ 
times in public □ Does anyone have any com¬ 
ments? □ She made a few useful comments on 
how we had handled the incident. □ His wife was 
unavailable for comment. ■ no comment a 
phrase used when one does not want to 
give an opinion or talk about something, es¬ 
pecially to the press, o vf to comment that... 
to say that something is true in one’s opin¬ 
ion □ Officials commented that the proposed pay 
increases were unrealistic, o vi to make a com¬ 
ment about something □ I'm afraid I cannot 
comment on this matter. 

commentary [US 'komanteri, GB -antari] (pi com¬ 
mentaries) n -1. radio & tv a spoken descrip¬ 

tion of a game, ceremony etc that is given 

while it is happening □ a news/sports 
commentary. -2. [on a book, situation] a written 

discussion or explanation of something, 

commentate ['kmnanteit] vi radio & tv to give 

a spoken commentary on something □ She 
commentates on tennis matches. 

commentator ['komanteitan n -1. radio & tv a 

person whose job is to commentate on a 

sports game, ceremony etc □ a sports com¬ 
mentator. -2. journalism an expert who 

writes or talks about a particular subject □ a 
political commentator. 

commerce ['kDm3:rs] n the activity of buying 
and selling goods, especially between differ¬ 
ent countries or companies □ the enormous 
benefits of commerce between our two countries 
□ My father went into commerce. 

commercial [k3,m3:rJ'l] o adj -1. [venture, 
movie, television] that is intended to make 
money □ The song has a very commercial 
sound. □ The idea is just not commercial. □ a 
commercial success. -2. [law, district, corre¬ 
spondence] see commerce, o n an advertise¬ 
ment on the television or radio □ / made a 
cup of coffee during the commercials. 

commercial bank n a bank that lends money 
to businesses for a short period of time, 
using money from savings accounts, 

commercial break n the time during a televi¬ 
sion or radio program, or between pro¬ 
grams, when advertisements are shown, 

commercial college « GB a college where 
skills needed for business are taught, e.g. ac¬ 

counting. 
commercialism [ka'ma^Jalizm] n the attitude 

that is based on the belief that making a 
profit is the most important thing (disapprov¬ 

ing use). 
commercialized [k3'm3:rJalaizd] ad/ [place, rec- 
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ord] that is too concerned with making a 
profit (disapproving use) □ Christmas has be¬ 
come very commercialized. 

commercially [k3'm3:rj3li] adv [sell, print, prod¬ 
uce] see commercial □ They are commercially 
very successful. □ a commercially viable business 
□ Commercially, it was a disaster. 

commercial television, commercial TV n gb 
television that gets money from the adver¬ 
tisements it shows and not from the govern¬ 
ment. 

commercial vehicle n a vehicle used to carry 
goods along roads. 

commie ['kDmi] n & adj = Communist (informal 

and disapproving use). 

commiserate [ka'mizareit] vi to show sympa¬ 
thy to somebody about something bad that 
has happened to them □ / commiserated with 
them over their defeat. 

commiseration [ka.miza'reijn] « the sympathy 
one shows when one commiserates with 
somebody □ a look of commiseration □ Our 
commiserations go to the losers. 

commission [ka'mijn] o n -1. business an 
amount of money that one earns for selling 
something □ She gets a 5% commission on 
each item she sells. □ The bank charges 10% 
commission. □ I work on a commission basis. □ a 

commission fee. -2. art & music a piece of 
work that an artist, architect, musician etc is 
officially chosen to make. -3. politics a spe¬ 
cial group of people chosen to carry out a 
particular duty or examine a particular sub¬ 
ject □ the Equal Opportunities Commission, 
o vt [painting, building, book] to officially 
choose somebody to make <sthg>; [artist, 

architect] to officially choose <sb> to make 
something □ City Hall has commissioned a suite 
of new offices from him. □ We commissioned her 
to create the costumes for the play. 

commissionaire [k3,miJVne3r] n GB a person 
whose job is to help customers and open 
the doors of a theater, hotel etc. 

commissioned officer [ks.mijnd-] n an officer 
in the army or navy of middle or high rank, 

commissioner [ka'mifnar] n -1. [of the church, 

police, a government department] a person in 
charge of an organization □ a police commis¬ 
sioner. -2. politics a member of a commis¬ 
sion. 

Commission for Racial Equality n the Com¬ 
mission for Racial Equality the British govern¬ 
ment organization responsible for making 
sure that people of all races are treated 
equally by the law. 

commit [ka'mit] (pt 8t yp committed, cont com¬ 
mitting) vt -1. [crime, sin, offense] to do <sthg 
bad or illegal> □ He was sent to prison for a 
murder he never committed. -2. [money, re¬ 
sources, staff] to promise to provide or use 
<sb/sthg> for a particular purpose □ The US 
has committed several thousand troops to the 
peace-keeping process. • to commit oneself to 
sthg to promise to do sthg □ The Government 
has committed itself to market reforms. -3. law 
to order <sb> to be put in prison or a men¬ 

tal hospital. -4. to commit sthg to memory 
[information, poem] to learn sthg so that one 
remembers it exactly (formal use). 

commitment [ka'mitmsnt] n -1. [to a person, 

charity, one's job] the hard work, activity, or 
involvement in something that comes from 
a real interest or belief in it □ Her enthusiasm 
and commitment to the project were crucial to its 
success. □ They would like to see a greater com¬ 
mitment to AIDS research. -2. [of a person] 

something that one must do or agrees to do 
and that takes some of one’s time, money 
etc □ a financial commitment □ / have too many 
commitments at the moment. 

committed [ka'mitad] adj [supporter, socialist 

who shows a strong belief in something and 
who works hard to help it succeed □ commit¬ 
ted to innovation and change. 

committee [ka'miti] « a group of specially 
chosen people who discuss, make decisions, 
or give advice about a particular subject □ A 
committee was formed to deal with the problem. 
□ Who is on the committee? □ a committee 
meeting/member. 

commode [ka'moud] n a piece of furniture like 
a chair or stool with a pot inside that is 
used as a toilet by sick people. 

commodity [ka'mDdati] (pi commodities) n a 
product, such as oil or sugar, that can be 
bought or sold for profit, usually in large 
quantities. 

commodity exchange n the central market 
where commodities are bought and sold. 

common f'knmon] o adj -1. [occurrence, experi¬ 

ence, problem] that happens often, in large 
numbers, or in many different places □ Foxes 
are quite a common sight in some cities. □ It's 
very common to see people using cellular phones 
nowadays. ■ common practice a way of doing 
things that is usual and accepted □ Polygamy 
used to be common practice among Mormons. 
-2. [aim, feature, language] that is shared by 
two or more people or things □ We share a 
common belief that education ought to be free for 
everyone. □ This type of experience is common 
to many. -3. [cold, man] ordinary and with no 
special characteristics □ the common toad. -4. 
[person] a word used to describe a person 
who one thinks has bad manners and bad 
taste (disapproving use) □ She thought her son- 
in-law was common. 

o n an area of grassy land in a town or vil¬ 
lage that all the local people can use. 

♦ in common adv to have sthg in common to 
have the same characteristics or interests □ / 
no longer have much in common with my brother. 
□ We have such a lot in common. 

Common Agricultural Policy « CAP. 

commoner ['knmsnan it a person who is not a 
member of the nobility □ It is no longer un¬ 
usual for royalty to marry commoners. 

common good n for the common good in or¬ 
der to benefit people in general. 

common ground n something that the differ¬ 
ent people involved in an argument or dis- 



201 

pute already agree about □ Let's try to find 
some common ground. 

common knowledge n something that is 
known by most people □ It is common knowl¬ 
edge that Stephen only got the job because of 
family connections. 

common land n a piece of land in a particu¬ 
lar area that all the local people can use. 

common law « the system of law that is 
based on the past decisions of a court rather 
than on written laws. 

♦ common-law adj a common-law husband/ 
wife a husband/wife who is living with 
somebody as their husband/wife but is not 
legally married to them □ a common-law 
husband/wife/marriage. 

commonly ['komsnli] adv a word used to say 
what many people do, think, say etc □ Oys¬ 
ters are commonly thought to be an aphrodisiac. 

Common Market n the Common Market the 
name used to refer to the European Union 
in its original form as an economic commu¬ 
nity. 

commonplace ['kDmsnpleis] adj [object, event, 

activity) that is not unusual or special in any 
way □ Satellite dishes are now becoming com¬ 
monplace. 

common room « a room in a school or col¬ 
lege where students can meet and relax dur¬ 
ing breaks and free time. 

Commons ['kDmsnz] npl = House of Commons 
□ a Commons debate. 

common sense n -1. the ability to think sen¬ 
sibly or logically about a problem or situa¬ 
tion and make practical decisions o Use your 
common sense! -2. it's common sense it’s 
something that seems obvious to most peo¬ 
ple for logical reasons □ It's just a matter of 
common sense. 

Commonwealth [ komanwelG] n the Common¬ 
wealth the association of countries that used 
to be part of the British Empire and still 
have special relations with Britain and each 
other. 

W THE COMMONWEALTH 
In Britain, the term “the Commonwealth” 
refers to the group of 50 independent coun¬ 
tries, founded in 1931, that used to be Brit¬ 
ish colonies. The official name for this is the 
Commonwealth of Nations, but it is often 
called the British Commonwealth. 
In Australia, people use the term “the 
Commonwealth” when they are referring to 
the federal government, or when they want 
to distinguish the federal government from 
the governments of each state. The term 
comes from the official name for Australia, 
which is the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Commonwealth Employment Service « -» 
CES 

Commonwealth of Independent States « 
CIS. 

commotion [ko'moujn] n the sudden noise 
and movement of people who are excited, 

 community 

confused, or angry □ Suddenly we heard a tre¬ 
mendous commotion outside. 

communal [ka'mjuinl, 'kDmjonl] adj [garden, 

kitchen, land] that is shared by a group of 
people who live in the same house, area etc 
□ Communal baths are popular in Japan. 

commune [n 'kDmjinn, vh ka'mjmn] o n a 
group of people living together who share 
everything equally, including food and mon¬ 
ey □ He was brought up in a hippy commune, 
o vi to commune with nature/God to become 
spiritually close to nature/God (literary use). 

communicate [ks'mjuinikeit] o vt [information, 

opinion, feeling] to make <sthg> known to 
somebody using words, images etc □ / find it 
hard to communicate what I really feel in a for¬ 
eign language, o vi: It's important to communi¬ 
cate with your staff. 

communicating [ka'mjuinikeilig] adj [rooms] 

that are connected by a door; [door] that 
connects two rooms. 

communication [k3,mju:ni'kejjn] n -1. □ There 
has been a breakdown in communication. □ good 
communication skills. -2. [from a person] a mes¬ 
sage, letter, or telephone call (formal use). 

♦ communications npl the various systems 
and methods of communication between 
people and places, such as the telephone, 
mail, and computers □ the communications in¬ 
dustry. 

communications satellite n a satellite in 
space that uses radio signals to make it pos¬ 
sible to communicate over long distances by 
television, telephone, and computer. 

communicative [ks'mjuinakeitiv] adj [person] 

who likes to talk to people and can commu¬ 
nicate well □ You're not being very communica¬ 
tive. 

communicator [ka'mjiunikeity] it a good/bad 
communicator a person who communicates 
well/badly with other people. 

communion [ka'mjuinjan] it a feeling of being 
spiritually close to somebody or something, 
especially when emotions, ideas etc are ex¬ 
changed □ a feeling of communion with Nature. 

♦ Communion n a Christian service in which 
people eat bread and drink wine as a sym¬ 
bol of Christ's death and resurrection. 

communique [ka'mjuimkei] n an official state¬ 
ment made by a government, organization 
etc to the media. 

Communism ['kmnjanizm] n a political system 
in which the state has complete control of 
the sources of wealth, e.g. land and facto¬ 
ries, and in which there is no private prop¬ 
erty and no difference in social classes. 
NOTE: Compare Capitalism, Socialism. 

Communist ['komjamst] on a person who 
believes in Communism, o adj: a member of 
the Communist Party □ a Communist state. 

community [ka'mjuinati] {pi communities) « [of 

people] a group of people who are connected 
to each other because they live in the same 
area or have a particular refigion, national¬ 
ity, interests etc □ The business community has 
welcomed the move. □ the English-speaking com- 
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munity in Rome □ an organization to help prison¬ 
ers released into the community □ the internation¬ 
al community. 

community association n one of many local 
voluntary groups in Britain that works to 
help the local neighborhood, 

community care « the British government 
program of taking people out of institutions, 
e.g. mental hospitals, and sending them 
home, to be cared for by their families or lo¬ 
cal welfare organizations, 

community center n a building used by the 
people of an area for meetings and enter¬ 
tainment or sports. 

community college « in the USA and Aus¬ 
tralia, an undergraduate college where stu¬ 
dents, who generally live at home, receive a 
technical qualification after two years of 
study. 

community home n in Britain, a special 
school for children who have broken the 
law. 

community service n -1. [by volunteers! vol¬ 

untary work done to benefit the local com¬ 

munity as part of an organized program. 

-2. law unpaid work for the local commu¬ 

nity that a criminal is ordered to do, instead 

of going to prison. 

community spirit n the feeling of friendliness 
and helpfulness that exists between people 
who live in the same area, 

commutable [ks'mjuitabl] adj law [sentence] 
that can be made less severe, 

commutation ticket [.komju'teijn-] « us a 
ticket for a fixed number of trips on a train 
along a route during a limited period, 

commute [ks'mjuit] o vt to make <a criminal 
sentence> less severe □ The sentence was lat¬ 
er commuted to life imprisonment, o vi to travel 
to and from work every day □ He commutes 
to work by train. 

commuter [ka'mju:tar] « a person who com¬ 
mutes to work □ a commuter train/town. 

commy ['kDmi] {pi commies) adj & n = com¬ 
mie. 

compact [adj &t vb kam'paekt, n ‘knmpaekt] 
o adj [bag, apartment, car) that is not large 
and is smaller than other ones of the same 
kind. On-1. a small flat case that contains 
face powder and a mirror. -2. US a compact 
(car) a small car. o vt [earth, sand, mixture] to 
force <sthg> into a smaller space by press¬ 
ing it together (formal use), 

compact disc [.kmnpaekt-] n a small plastic 
disk that stores recorded music in the form 
of numbers that are changed back to music 
by a special machine □ The album is now avail¬ 
able on compact disc. 

compact disc player n a machine used for 
playing compact discs. 

companion [ksm'psenjgn] n a person who one 
spends a lot of time with as a friend or to 
avoid feeling bored, lonely etc □ / offered to 
go with her as a traveling companion. 

companionable [kam'pEenjanabl] adj [person, 
occasion] that seems pleasant and friendly. 

companionship [ksm'paenjanjip] n the friendly 
relationship that exists between people who 
know each other well □ Pets provide much- 
needed companionship for elderly people. 

company ['kAmpsni] {pi companies) « -1. 
business a group of people who work togeth¬ 
er in business under one name □ They decid¬ 
ed to set up a company together. □ company 
profits. -2. [of performers! a group of actors 
or dancers who work together on a produc¬ 
tion, sometimes traveling around a country 
□ a touring company. -3. [for a person] the pres¬ 
ence of somebody who helps to pass the 
time □ I'd be glad of your company. □ Cats make 
good company. ■ to have/expect company to 
have/expect guests □ We have company this 
weekend so we can't come to dinner. ■ to keep 
sb company to spend time with sb so that 
they are not lonely □ Stay here and keep me 
company. ■ to part company to go in separate 
directions after meeting, traveling together 
etc; to come to the end of a personal or 
business relationship, especially because of a 
disagreement □ He parted company with the 
firm last year. 

company car n a car that a company pro¬ 
vides for an employee, especially one who 
travels a lot in their job. 

company director « one of the group of peo¬ 
ple who control a company at the highest 
level. 

company secretary n gb an important mem¬ 
ber of a company who is responsible for the 
accounts and the legal side of the 
company’s business. 

comparable ['komparabl] adj that is similar 
enough in size, quality etc to be able to be 
compared with something else □ The car's 
fuel consumption is comparable to or with that of 
a much smaller car. □ This is the only comparable 
case that I can think of. 

comparative [ksm’paerativ] adj -1. [wealth, luxu¬ 
ry, safety] that has the particular quality 
mentioned when it is compared to some¬ 
thing similar □ After Moscow I enjoyed the 
comparative warmth of Prague. -2. a compara¬ 
tive study a study that shows the differences 
and similarities between two or more relat¬ 
ed things □ They carried out a comparative study 
between males and females. -3. grammar a 
word used to refer to the form of an adjec¬ 
tive or adverb that shows a difference in 
size, quality etc between two related things 
or people □ "Older" is the comparative form of 
"old". 

comparatively [kam’paerativli] adv compara¬ 
tively poor/wealthy etc poor/wealthy etc 
when compared with other things or people 
of a similar kind □ The weather has been com¬ 
paratively mild for the time of year. 

compare [kam'pe3r] o vt to find the similar¬ 
ities or differences between <two or more 
people or things> □ If we compare the increase 
with or to last year's, we can see a big differ¬ 
ence. ■ compared with or to a phrase used to 
introduce the difference(s) between two or 
more people or things □ Compared to most 



203 competitive 

laptops, It has a large keyboard, o vi to be of a 
similar standard □ The two just don't compare. 
□ Nothing can compare with the awesome splen¬ 
dor of the Grand Canyon. ■ to compare favor¬ 
ably/unfavorably with sb/sthg to seem good/ 

bad when compared with sb/sthg else. 

comparison [US ksm'perissn, GB -'paer-1 n [of 

people, things] see compare □ He made or drew 
an interesting comparison between US and Japa¬ 
nese marketing strategies. □ Domestic sales are 
low by or in comparison. 

♦ in comparison with prep a phrase used to 
introduce the differences between two or 
more people or things □ My problems seem 
small in comparison with yours. 

compartment [ksm'paitmsnt] tt -1. a separate 

space in a car, refrigerator, bag etc where 

things are kept □ Salad should be kept in a 
separate compartment. -2. rail a divided sec¬ 

tion of a train carriage □ We found an empty 
compartment. □ a smoking compartment. 

compartmentalize, -ise [.kumparTmentalaiz] 
vt to divide <sthg> into separate sections. 

compass ['kAinpas] n -1. a device for showing 
directions that consists of a magnetized nee¬ 
dle that always points to the north. -2. a de¬ 
vice used with a pencil for drawing circles 
and measuring distances that has two bars 
attached at one end that can be moved 
apart to form a “V” shape. -3. the compass 
of sthg the limited area of activity, ability, 
knowledge, importance etc of sthg (formal 
use) □ This issue does not lie within the compass 
of the committee. 

compassion [ksm'peejn] n a strong feeling of 
sympathy and pity that one has for some¬ 
body who is suffering □ He felt no compassion 
for his victims. 

compassionate [kam'paejsnat] adj [person] who 
shows compassion. 

compatibility [kam.pasta'bitati] n the quality of 
being suited to each other; the ability to 
work well together. 

compatible [kam'pstsbl] adj -1. [people] who 
are able to have a good relationship because 
they have the same interests or personalities 
□ We were never compatible. -2. [methods, 

ideas! that can work well together □ Is this 
compatible with official guidelines? -3. comput¬ 

ing [hardware, software] that can be used with 
particular machines or programs without 
causing problems □ IBM-compatible □ The print¬ 
er is not compatible with my computer. 

compatriot [US kam'peitriat, GB -'paetr-1 n a 
person of the same nationality as oneself. 

compel [ksm'pel] {pt & pp compelled, cont 
compelling) vt -1. to make <sb> do some¬ 
thing, especially by threatening them □ / fee/ 

compelled to justify myself. -2. [admiration, atten¬ 

tion] to cause <sthg, especially a feeling>, in 
a way that is difficult to resist or prevent 

(formal use). 

compelling [kam'pelir)] adj -1. [argument, rea¬ 

son] that is so strong and powerful it is diffi¬ 
cult to disagree with □ The writer builds up his 
case with compelling logic. -2. [story, movie, 

book] that is extremely interesting or exciting 
□ Her biography makes compelling reading. 

compendium [kam'pendjam] (pi compendiums 
or compendia [-'pendja]) n a short but de¬ 
tailed book on a subject (formal use), 

compensate ['kompanseit] o vt law to pay 
<sb> money because of something bad that 
has happened to them, e.g. an accident or 
unfair dismissal from a job □ He was compen¬ 
sated for loss of earnings, o vi to cancel the 
effect of something bad □ The good food com¬ 
pensated for the lousy weather. 

compensation [.kDmpsn'sai/n] n -1. law mon¬ 
ey that is paid to compensate somebody □ 
The victims' families are demanding compensa¬ 
tion for the suffering caused. -2. it has its com¬ 

pensations there are good points that make 
it less unpleasant □ Working on short-term con¬ 
tracts has its compensations. 

compere ['kr>mpe3r] GB o « a person whose 
job is to introduce the performers in a show 
and entertain the audience between the dif¬ 
ferent sections of the show, o vt to be the 
compere of <a show> □ Tonight's show was 
compered by Frank Greenhouse. 

compete [kam'pnt] vi -1. [athlete, team, contest- 

T^ant] to try to obtain something for oneself 
and to prevent other people from having it 
□ Eight teams will be competing for the title. □ 
Christie will be competing with or against Lewis 
in the final. -2. business to try to be more suc¬ 
cessful than one’s rivals □ We're competing 
with some of the top brand names. □ With every¬ 
one competing for a share in the market, it's go¬ 
ing to be tough. -3. [in a competition] to take 
part in a competition or race □ She competed 
in the last Olympics. 

competence ['kmnpatans] n the ability to do 
something correctly and to a satisfactory 
standard □ / don't doubt your competence, I'm 
simply questioning your attitude. 

competent ['knmpotsnt] adj [person] who is 
able to do something correctly and to a sat¬ 
isfactory standard □ She's a competent enough 
worker. □ I'm competent in three languages. 

competently ['knmpatantli] adv\ see competent 
□ He plays the piano competently. 

competing [ksm'piitig] adj [views, ideas] that 
are different and opposed to each other, 

competition [.kDmps'tiJTi] « -1. [between peo¬ 

ple] a situation in which two or more people 
try to be better or more successful than 
each other, usually to obtain something; the 
person or people one is competing against 
in this situation □ There's stiff competition for 
the contract. □ I'm finding it hard to keep up with 
the competition. -2. business the process of try¬ 
ing to be more successful than one’s rivals □ 
Once again, the two firms are in competition with 
each other. -3. [between teams, players] an 
event that people try to win by being better 
than everybody else in some way □ a skating 
competition. 

competitive [kam'petstiv] adj -1. [person] who 
likes to try to win or be better than every¬ 
body else □ Our students are encouraged to be 
competitive. -2. [match, sport, exam] that in- 
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volves competition; [atmosphere, spirit] that 
involves the desire to win □ She's involved in 
competitive swimming, a It's very competitive at 
work. -3. [price, goods] that is not expensive 
compared to rival products or services and 
so is likely to attract customers □ / think you'll 
find our prices very competitive. □ Reducing over¬ 
heads is one way of remaining competitive in 
today's market. 

competitively [kam'petativli] adv -1. [play] see 
competitive. -2. competitively priced that is 
not too expensive compared to rival prod¬ 
ucts. 

competitor [ksm'petatsq n -1. business a per¬ 
son or company that is competing with an¬ 
other □ We're looking for anything that will give 
us an edge over our competitors. -2. [in a compe¬ 
tition] a person who takes part in a competi¬ 
tion or race. 

compilation [.kmnpi'leij'n] n -1. a book, rec¬ 
ord, TV program, or report that contains a 
collection of work from different sources. 
-2. see compile. 

compile [kam'pail] vt [book, record, report] to 
make <sthg> from information, work etc 
that has been collected together □ The pro¬ 
gram was compiled from archive film. 

complacency [kam'plersnsi] n the state of be¬ 
ing complacent about something □ There's no 
room for complacency here. 

complacent [ksm'pleisnt] adj [person] who is 
ndj: worried about something or does not 
make an effort when they should □ Despite 
good progress we can't afford to be complacent. 

complain [kam'plein] vi -1. [customer, passen¬ 

ger, worker] to say that one is unhappy or 
not satisfied with a situation, product, or 
service □ Despite the constant pain, he never 
complained. □ Oh, stop complaining! □ She com¬ 
plained about the smell. □ As usual, he's com¬ 
plaining about his job. -2. medicine to complain 
of sthg [of a pain, illness] to say that one is 
suffering from sthg □ He's been complaining of 
chest pains for some time. 

complaint [kam'pleint] n -1. [about a problem] a 
statement in which somebody complains 
about somebody or something; the reason 
for making this statement □ Following the pro¬ 
gram, they received several complaints about bad 
language. □ If you like, you can make an official 
complaint. □ / have no cause for complaint. 
-2. medicine an illness or pain that is usually 
not very serious □ a chest complaint. 

complement ['kDmptamsnt] o vt to improve 
<sb/sthg> by adding something that has dif¬ 
ferent qualities □ They complement each other 
perfectly, o « -1. something that helps one to 
appreciate the qualities of the thing it is 
combined with □ Red wine is the ideal comple¬ 
ment to this type of dish. -2. a full complement 
the number or amount needed to make 
something complete □ We now have our full 
complement of staff. -3. grammar a word or 
phrase that comes after a verb and describes 
the subject of the verb, e.g. “late" in the 
sentence, “He is late.” 

complementary [.kDmpta'mentari] adj that 

makes something complete or more effec¬ 
tive a Their skills, though different, are comple¬ 
mentary. 

complementary medicine n a way of treat¬ 
ing illness, e.g. homeopathy or acupuncture, 
that is not part of standard Western medical 
practices. 

complete [kam'pliit] o adj -1. [story, collection, 

version] that has every part of something 
with nothing missing □ No visit to Athens 
would be complete without a tour of the Acropo¬ 
lis. □ "The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde." 
-2. to be complete [work, report, plan] to be 
finished and ready □ At last everything is com¬ 
plete. -3. a word used for emphasis □ It was a 
complete disaster! 
o vt -1. [collection, set] to add to and make 
<sthg> whole or finished □ A diamond neck¬ 
lace completed the outfit. □ His failure to notice 
the flowers completed her misery. -2. [report, 

painting, job] to finish <a piece of work> □ / 
plan to travel as soon as I complete my studies. 
-3. (questionnaire, application] to write the nec¬ 
essary information in the spaces provided 
on <a form> □ Complete the coupon below and 
send it to the following address ... 

♦ complete with prep including or with the 
addition of <sthg> □ The TV comes complete 
with remote control. 

completely [kam'pliitli] adv completely fin¬ 
ished/wrong etc finished/wrong etc in every 
way □ / completely forgot about it. □ My attitude 
toward him has changed completely. 

completion [kam'plkfn] n [of work, a collection, 

a test] see complete □ Work is nearing comple¬ 
tion. 

complex ['kDmpleks] o adj [problem, system, 

character] that is not simple and has many 
different connected parts; [language, calcula¬ 

tion] difficult to understand □ The plot of the 
movie is highly complex. □ It’s too complex for 
me. o n -1. architecture a very large build¬ 
ing with different parts, or a number of con¬ 
nected buildings, used for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ a shopping complex. -2. psychology a 
set of feelings, beliefs, or worries that devel¬ 
ops unconsciously from experiences or 
childhood memories, and that affects one’s 
behavior □ an inferiority complex □ After failing 
three times, I'm starting to get a complex. 

complexion [kam'plekjn] « -l. [of a person] the 
nature and appearance of the skin on one’s 
face □ an oily complexion. -2. [of a problem, 

situation] the nature or character of a prob¬ 
lem, matter, or situation □ This of course puts 
an entirely different complexion on the issue. 

complexity [kam'pleksati] {pi complexities) k 
-1. [of a problem, system, character] the state of 
being complex. -2. the complexities of sthg 
the many different connected parts of sthg 
that make it difficult to understand, 

compliance [ksm'plaians] n: see comply □ We 
acted in compliance with your wishes. 

complicate ['kDmpbkeit] vf [matter, situation, 

life] to make <sthg> more difficult to under¬ 
stand or deal with □ Don't change the sched¬ 
ule now, it will only complicate things. 
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complicated ['knmpbkeitad] adj [situation, pro¬ 

cess, problem] that consists of so many dif¬ 
ferent parts that it is difficult to understand 
or deal with □ The case is so complicated I 
don't know where to start. 

complication [.kDmpb'keiJn] n -1. an extra 
fact or detail that makes a situation or prob¬ 
lem more difficult to understand or deal 
with □ The car broke down on the way, which 
was an added complication. -2. medicine a con¬ 
dition that develops as a result of another 
illness or treatment, and makes it more diffi¬ 
cult for the patient to get better □ She died of 
complications following a minor infection. 

complicity [kam'plisati] n involvement in 
something bad or illegal (formal use) □ His 
complicity in the scandal was never proved. 

compliment [n 'kDmpbmant, vb 'kompbment] 
On a pleasing statement praising one’s ap¬ 
pearance, work etc □ He's always paying me 
compliments. ■ to take sthg as a compliment 
to decide that sthg somebody says or does 
shows that they like or respect one. o vf to 
tell <sb> that one likes or admires their 
work, appearance etc □ She complimented him 
on his good taste. 

♦ compliments npl a word used to express 
respect or good wishes (formal use) □ The li¬ 
queurs came with the compliments of the house. 
□ My compliments to the chef! 

complimentary LkDmpb'mentari] adj -1. 

[remark, look] that shows admiration or liking 
for something □ She was most complimentary 
about my work. -2. [drink, copy] that is given 
free to somebody □ / have two complimentary 
tickets for tonight's show. 

compliments slip ['kDmpbmants-] n GB a small 
piece of paper with a company’s name on it 
that is put in an envelope with letters, docu¬ 
ments etc sent from that company, 

comply [kam'plai] (yt &t ff complied) vi to 
comply with sthg [with the law, rules] to do 
something that is ordered or requested by 
sthg □ The new model complies with all safety 
regulations. 

component [kom'pounant] n one of the parts 
in a machine or system □ The car is assembled 
in Europe from Japanese components. 

compose [kam'pouz] vt -1. to be composed of 
sthg to have sthg as its parts or members □ 
The chamber is composed of 650 members. 
-2. [music, letter] to write <sthg>, thinking 
very carefully about what to include and 
how to arrange it. -3. to compose oneself to 
make oneself calm after being upset, 

composed [kam'poozd] ad) (person] who is 
calm, especially in a difficult situation □ / felt 
calm and composed before the interview. 

composer [kam'pouzal n a person who writes 
music □ a composer of musicals. 

composite [US kam'paizat, GB 'kmnpazit] o adj 
(picture, account] that is made up of several 
different parts □ We used various sources to 
produce a composite program, o n something 
that is made up of different parts □ The arti¬ 
cle is a composite of three people's statements. 

composition [.kDmps'ziJii] n -1. a piece of mu¬ 
sic or poetry; the act of composing this □ 
one of Mahler's later compositions. -2. [of a 

chemical, committee] the way that different 
parts are combined to make a whole thing. 
-3. education a piece of writing on a par¬ 
ticular subject, done as an exercise, especial¬ 
ly at school. 

compost [US 'kDmpoust, GB -post] « a mixture 
of decayed material, e.g. cut grass or dead 
leaves, that is used to improve the quality of 
soil □ a compost heap. 

composure [kom'poo30rl n the ability to stay 
calm, especially in a difficult situation □ She 
was clearly embarrassed, but quickly regained her 
composure. 

compound [adj & n 'kmnpaond, vb kam'paond] 
o adj -1. [eye, problem] that has two or more 
parts. -2. grammar [noun, adjective] that is 
formed by two or more words. 
on-1. chemistry a substance that is made 
by mixing two or more simple chemical el¬ 
ements together □ a chemical compound. 
-2. [of factors, conditions, ingredients] a mixture 
of two or more things. -3. [in a prison, military 

camp] an enclosed area with a wall or fence 
around it that is used for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ a military compound. -4. grammar a 
noun or adjective that is formed by joining 
two or more words together □ "Coffee table" 
is a compound. 
o vt -1. to be compounded of sthg to be a 
mixture of sthg (formal use). -2. [problem, mis¬ 

take, difficulty] to make <sthg bad> worse □ 
My apologies only compounded her irritation. 

compound fracture ['kompaond-] n medicine a 
type of bone fracture in which the bone 
goes through the flesh, causing a wound on 
the surface of the body, 

compound interest ['kompaond-] n the inter¬ 
est that is paid on the total of the original 
amount of money and the interest it has al¬ 
ready made. 

comprehend [.kompn'hend] vf [action, idea, sig¬ 

nificance] to understand <sthg> completely □ 
/ fail to comprehend what good that will do. 

comprehension [,kDmpn'henfn] n -1. [of an ac¬ 

tion, idea] the ability to understand a situa¬ 
tion, problem, or process □ Why they do it is 
beyond my comprehension. -2. education a 
reading or listening exercise to check a stu¬ 
dent’s ability to understand something □ 
reading/listening comprehension. 

comprehensive [.kDmpn'hensiv] o adj -1. [re¬ 

port, list] that includes everything that is 
necessary or important. □ We offer a compre¬ 
hensive range of services. -2. comprehensive 

insurance insurance that pays for all types of 
damage that is caused by oneself or some¬ 
body else. -3. GB [teacher, system] that is con¬ 
nected with comprehensive schools, o n GB 
= comprehensive school, 

comprehensively [.kDmpri'hensivli] adv [cover, 

study, treat] paying attention to the details, 
so that everything necessary or important is 

included. 
comprehensive school « a school in Britain 
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that provides free education to children of 
all abilities between the ages of 11 and 18. 

compress [« 'kmnpres, vb kam'pres] o vt 
-1. [air, gas, metal] to squeeze or press <sthg> 
together so that it takes up a smaller space □ 
compressed air. -2. [text, information, file] to 
make <sthg> shorter so that it takes up less 
space.or time □ A three-hour debate was com¬ 
pressed into two minutes of television, o n a 
hot or cold pad of material placed on a part 
of the body to reduce pain, fever etc. 

compression [kam'prejn] n: see compress, 

comprise [kam'praiz] vt -1. to be <a particular 
amount of something> □ Women comprise 
60% of the workforce. -2. to be comprised of 
sthg to have sthg as its parts or members □ 
The USA is comprised of 50 states. 

compromise ['kDmpramaiz] o « an agreement 
or situation in which somebody accepts less 
than they really want □ The two parties 
reached a compromise late last night, o vt [per¬ 
son, position, party] to make <sb/sthg> appear 
insincere, dishonest, or immoral □ / didn't 
want to compromise my principles by taking part, 
o vi to reach a compromise with somebody 
in order to end a disagreement □ We compro¬ 
mised on the deadline. 

compromising ['kompramaiziri] adj [position, cir¬ 
cumstances, letter] that can make one seem 
insincere, dishonest, or immoral □ / don't 
think Howard realized what a compromising situa¬ 
tion he was putting himself in. 

compulsion [kann'pAlfn] n -1. a strong desire 
or need to do something that is often im¬ 
possible to control □ / felt a sudden compulsion 
to hit him. -2. to be under no compulsion to do 
sthg to have no obligation to do a particular 
thing □ He is under no compulsion to sell. 

compulsive [kam'pAlsiv] adj -1. [gambling, 
smoking, behavior] that somebody does often 
and finds difficult to stop or control. ■ a 
compulsive liar/gambler etc a person who 
lies/gambles etc very often because they 
cannot stop doing it. -2. [book, program] that 
is so interesting one does not want to stop 
reading, watching, listening etc □ This study 
makes compulsive reading. 

compulsory [kam'pAlsari] adj [education, military 
service] that one must do because of a law, 
regulation, or rule □ It's compulsory to wear a 
seat belt. 

compulsory purchase « GB the buying of 
land or property by a local council or the 
government for public use, whether the 
owner wishes to sell it or not. 

compunction [kam'pArikJ'n] n to have or feel no 
compunction to not feel guilty at all about 
doing something (formal use) □ / felt absolutely 
no compunction in asking him for money. 

compute [kam'pjuit] vt [number, quantity, total] 
to calculate <sthg>, especially with a com¬ 
puter □ After the results have been computed 
we will make the necessary changes. 

computer [kam‘pju:tar] n an electronic ma¬ 
chine that is used e.g. for calculations and 
for storing and providing information, and 

that is operated by a programmed set of in¬ 
structions □ The information is kept on comput¬ 
er. □ a computer program □ computer graphics. 

computer dating [-deitirj] n a service provid¬ 
ed by an agency that uses personal informa¬ 
tion about somebody, e.g. their interests or 
appearance, to help them find a partner for 
a personal relationship. 

computer game « a game that is played 
using a computer. 

computerization [US kam.pjuitara'zeijn, gb 
-arai'zei/n] n: see computerize, 

computerize, -ise [kam'pjuitararz] vt [system, 

firm, information] to change <sthg> so that 
computers control all the information that is 
dealt with. 

computerized [kam'pjuitaraizd] adj [system, 

process] that is controlled by a computer; [in¬ 

formation, database) that is stored on a com¬ 
puter □ The accounts department is fully comput¬ 
erized. □ computerized files/invoices. 

computer language n the language used in 
the writing of a computer program, 

computer-literate adj [person] who under¬ 
stands and knows how to use computers, 

computer science h the study of computers 
and their uses. 

computing [kam'pjuitiri] n the activity of 
using a computer; the study of computers 
and their uses □ a course in computing □ a 
computing manual. 

comrade [us 'komrsd, gb -reid] tt -1. politics a 
word used by a Communist or Socialist to 
address somebody who belongs to the same 
organization, especially in speeches. -2. a 
person who is close to another person, es¬ 
pecially because they are together in the 
same situation, e.g. a war (old-fashioned use), 

comradeship [us 'kDmnedjip, GB -reid-] « the 
friendship that exists between people who 
are together in a particular situation, e.g. a 
war or expedition. 

comsat ['knmsast] n abbr of communications 
satellite. 

con [knn] (j?t & pp> conned, cont conning) (infor¬ 
mal use) o n a situation or deal in which 
somebody is deceived and often loses mon¬ 
ey. o vt to deceive <sb> in order to achieve 
or obtain something, especially money □ He 
conned her out of $200,000. 

Conan Doyle [.kounan'doil], Sir Arthur (1859- 
1930) a British writer well known for his 
stories about the detective Sherlock Holmes, 

concave [krm'keiv] adj [lens, mirror] that curves 
inward in the middle. 
NOTE: Compare convex, 

conceal [kan'skl] vt -1. [building, smell, weapon] 

to cover or hide <sthg> □ The house was part¬ 
ly concealed from the road by trees. □ The drugs 
were concealed in a consignment of paper goods. 
-2. [feeling, information] to stop somebody 
from knowing <sthg>, especially by lying □ 
She even concealed the truth from her husband. 

concede [kan'siid] vf -1. to concede (that)... to 
admit that something is true even though 
one does not want to □ He eventually conced- 
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ed that a mistake had been made. -2. to con¬ 
cede defeat to admit that one has lost a 
game, an argument etc □ They were finally 
forced to concede defeat. 

conceit [kon'siit] « a conceited attitude (disap¬ 
proving use) □ He was puffed up with conceit. 

conceited [kan'siitad] adj [person] who feels 
too proud of their abilities, talents etc (disap¬ 
proving use) □ Don't tell him you like it, he's 'con¬ 
ceited enough already. 

conceivable [kan'siivabl] adj [reason, means) 
that one thinks is possible but not very like¬ 
ly □ It's just conceivable that she may be right. 

conceivably [kan'sfivabli] adv a word used to 
show that one thinks something is possible 
but not very likely □ We could conceivably 
win. 

conceive [ksn'snv] o vt -1. [plan, idea] to form 
and develop <sthg> in one’s mind. -2. to 
conceive a child to become pregnant, o vi 
-1. [woman] to become pregnant. -2. to con¬ 
ceive of sthg to imagine sthg □ It's hard to 
conceive of anything more stupid. 

concentrate ['kDnsntreit] o vt -1. [attention, ef¬ 
fort, mind] to use all of <sthg that one has> 
in order to do or achieve something □ We're 
concentrating all our energy on developing exist¬ 
ing markets. -2. to be concentrated in a place 
[power, industry] to be situated in one place, 
especially in large amounts □ Most of the 
population is concentrated in the north, o vi to 
use all one’s attention, effort etc to do or 
achieve something □ / can't concentrate with all 
this noise. □ The government should concentrate 
on improving the economy. 

concentrated ['knnsntreitad] adj -1. [fruit juice, 
detergent] that is very strong, e.g. because it 
contains very little water, so that only a lit¬ 
tle needs to be used. -2. [effort, work] that is 
done with a lot of determination □ a period 
of concentrated activity. 

concentration [.kDnsn'treifn] « -1. [of one's at¬ 
tention] the act or state of fixing one's 
thoughts and attention on something so 
that one deals with it properly □ Don't disturb 
my concentration. -2. [of power, industry] see 
concentrate □ the concentration of political pow¬ 
er in the hands of a few individuals. 

concentration camp « a prison camp for 
large numbers of people who are usually 
placed there because of their race or politi¬ 

cal beliefs. 
concentric [kan'sentrik] adj concentric circles 

circles that have the same center but are of 

different sizes. 

concept ['kDnsept] n a basic idea or principle 
that is connected with a particular thing □ 
He has redefined the concept of socialism. □ an 

interesting concept. 

conception [kan'sepfn] n -1. an understanding 
of something □ He has no conception of the 
problems involved. □ a book that alters our con¬ 
ception of man's recent past. -2. [of a plan, idea, 
child] see conceive □ all the joys of motherhood, 
from conception to early infancy. 

conceptualize, -ise [kan'septfualaiz] vt [idea, 

theory] to put <sthg> into the form of a con¬ 
cept that can be understood, 

concern [kan's3:rn] o « -1. a feeling of worry 
about a particular thing □ There is no cause 
for concern. □ She showed little concern for their 
welfare. -2. to be sb's concern to be some¬ 
thing that interests, involves, or is important 
to sb □ It's of no concern to me or It's not my 
concern. □ This is a matter of great concern to 
everybody. -3. business a company or business 
□ It's a profitable concern. 
o vt -1. to be concerned to be worried about 
somebody or something □ They're very con¬ 
cerned about her health. □ We're concerned to 
make sure there is no misunderstanding. □ I'm 
only concerned for your health. -2. to involve 
<sb/sthg> □ This doesn't concern you. □ Where 
human rights are concerned, we cannot sit back 
and do nothing. □ It was a difficult time for every¬ 
body concerned. ■ to be concerned with sthg 
to be interested and involved in sthg □ Our 
main job is concerned with identifying future mar¬ 
kets. ■ to concern oneself with sthg to get in¬ 
volved with sthg because one thinks it is 
important □ I don't concern myself too much 
with details. ■ as far as sb/sthg is concerned a 
phrase used to introduce somebody’s opin¬ 
ion; a phrase used to introduce the subject 
being talked about □ /4s far as I'm concerned, 
he's just an idiot. □ Their record is good as far as 
safety is concerned. -3. [subject, topic] to be 
about <sb/sthg> □ The first paragraph concerns 
the budget for next year. 

concerning [k3n's3:rnig] prep on the subject of 
<sthg> □ / wrote to her concerning the lease. 

concert [’konsat] « a live performance of mu¬ 
sic for an audience □ We went to a rock con¬ 
cert last night. 

♦ in concert adv -1. [sing, play] at a concert □ 
Have you ever seen them in concert? -2. to act 
in concert to do something in close coopera¬ 
tion with other people (formal use), 

concerted [kan's3:rtad] adj -1. [attempt, effort] 
that shows a lot of determination □ We've 
made a concerted effort to improve on last year's 
figures. -2. [attack, campaign! that happens in 
close cooperation with other people □ They 
launched a concerted attack on the enemy. 

concertgoer ['kDnsartgooar] « a person who 
often goes to concerts. 

concert hall n a building where concerts are 

held. 
concertina [,kDnsar'ti:na] {pt & pp concerti- 

naed, cont concertinaing) o n a musical in¬ 
strument that consists of a bag of air that 
folds and unfolds as its ends are pushed to¬ 
gether or pulled apart, and notes are played 
by pressing small buttons, o vi GB auto to 
be pressed into a smaller shape during an 
accident o The front of the car concertinaed. 

concerto [kan'tj3:rtoo] {pi concertos) n a piece 
of music written for a solo instrument and 
orchestra □ a piano concerto. 

concession [kan'sefn] n -1. [to an opponent] 
something that one lets one’s opponents 
have, usually in order to end a disagreement 
□ Neither side seems willing to make conces- 
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sions on any of these points. -2. business the 
right to carry out a particular business or ac¬ 
tivity on somebody’s property; the stand or 
area where this business is carried out. 
-3. GB [for unemployed or retired people] a re¬ 
duced price for some events and services, 
e.g. for unemployed or retired people □ Is 
there a concession for students? 

concessionaire [kan.sejs'neal n business a per¬ 
son who has been given a concession, 

concessionary [US kan'sejaneri, GB -'sejnori] 
adj [ticket, fare, rate] that is cheaper because it 
is reduced in price, e.g. for unemployed or 
retired people □ ‘Concessionary rates for stu¬ 
dents. ' 

conciliation [kan.sili'eifn] n the act or process 
of ending a dispute □ There is no hope of con¬ 
ciliation between the two sides. 

conciliatory [US kan'silistorri, GB -atri] adj 
[phrase, tone, approach] that is intended to 
help end a disagreement, 

concise [kan'sais] adj [book, speech, report] that 
is short and only uses the words that are 
necessary □ Please be as concise as possible. 

concisely [ksn'saisli] adv [explain, write, speak] 

see concise o Please state concisely your reasons 
for applying for this post. 

conclave ['kmikleiv] n a secret and private 
meeting. 

conclude [kan'klurd] o vt -1. [meeting, speech, 

article] to end or represent the end of <sthg> 
□ He concluded the report with a list of next 
year's targets. □ That concludes tonight's pro¬ 
grams. -2. to conclude that... to decide or 
suppose that something is true because of 
what one has seen, heard, or discovered □ 
They concluded that military intervention was a 
grave mistake. □ / conclude from your statements 
that you're not in favor. -3. [settlement, deal, 

sale] to arrange and agree the final terms of 
<sthg> □ The treaty was concluded in the early 
hours of last night, o vi [meeting, speaker, book] 

to end □ The report concludes with a message 
of hope for the future. 

conclusion [kan'klii^n] n -1. a decision or 
theory based on what one has seen, heard, 
or discovered □ People are free to draw their 
own conclusions from today's news. □ I've come 
to the conclusion that I'll never learn to drive. ■ to 
jump to conclusions to suppose or decide 
something too soon, without having all the 
necessary information □ Don't go jumping to 
the wrong conclusions. -2. [of a meeting, speech, 

book] the last part of something □ In conclu¬ 
sion, I'd like to thank everybody for taking the 
time to come here today. -3. [of a settlement, 

deal, sale] see conclude □ Martin saw the deal 
was brought to a successful conclusion. 

conclusive [kan'kluisiv] adj [evidence, proof] 

that proves something so that there is no 
doubt. 

concoct [kon'knkt] vt -1. [story, excuse] to in¬ 
vent <sthg that is not true> □ He concocted 
some story about an accident on his way home. 
-2. [meal, dish, drink] to prepare <sthg> by 
mixing several ingredients, especially in an 

unusual way □ What will he have concocted for 
us this evening, I wonder? 

concoction [kan'kDkfn] « a mixture of food, 
drink, or medicine that is unusual or un¬ 
pleasant. 

concord ['kDnko:rd] n a state of peaceful agree¬ 
ment, usually between two countries. 

Concord a village in Massachusetts, USA, 
where the first fighting of the American 
Revolution took place in 1775. 

concourse ['kt>nko:rs] n a large hall, e.g. in an 
airport or station. 

concrete f'knnkriitj o adj -1. [fact, evidence] 
that is definite and based on reality rather 
than imagined or vague. -2. [object] that is 
real rather than in the mind, and can be 
touched, seen etc. On a building material 
made of a mixture of sand, cement, small 
stones, and water □ a concrete slab/wall. o vt 
[path, garden] to cover <sthg> with concrete, 

concrete mixer n = cement mixer, 

concur [karikah] (p>t St p>p> concurred, cont con¬ 
curring) vi to say that one agrees □ Everyone 
concurred with the views expressed. 

concurrently [US kan'karrantli, GB -'L\r-] odv 
[happen, develop] at the same time □ I'm work¬ 
ing on two projects concurrently. 

concussed [kan'kAst] adj to be concussed to 
have a concussion. 

concussion [kan'kAjn] n damage to the brain, 
usually temporary, that results from a blow 
to the head and can make one faint or feel 
dizzy □ The doctors said she was suffering from 
concussion. 

condemn [kan'dem] vt -1. [opponent, policy, deci¬ 

sion] to express very strong disapproval of 
<sb/sthg> □ She was widely condemned for her 
comments. □ The decision was condemned as 
unfair and harsh. -2. to condemn sb to sthg/to 
do sthg to force sb into sthg/to do sthg un¬ 
pleasant or undesirable □ people condemned 
to live in poverty. -3. law to condemn sb to 
sthg [to imprisonment, death] to sentence sb to 
sthg as punishment. -4. [house, block] to state 
officially that <a building> is unsafe, 

condemnation [,kondem'neifn] n the act of ex¬ 
pressing strong disapproval □ There was wide¬ 
spread condemnation of the killings. 

condemned [kan'demd] adj -1. [building] that 
has been officially declared unsafe. -2. [crim¬ 

inal, prisoner] who is in prison waiting to be 
killed as an official punishment, 

condensation [.konden'seifn] n small drops of 
water that form when steam condenses on 
a cold surface such as a window, 

condense [kan'dens] o vt -1. [steam, alcohol, va¬ 

por] to cause <a gas> to become a liquid, 
usually by cooling it. -2. [report, ideas, mes¬ 

sage] to put <sthg> into a shorter or smaller 
form so that only the important points are 
included □ These points need to be condensed 
into one paragraph, o vi [gas, steam] to become 
a liquid □ On cold days water vapor condenses 
on the windows. 

condensed milk [kan.denst-] n milk that has 
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been thickened and sweetened and is sold 
in cans. 

condescend [.kondi'send] vi -1. to condescend 
to sb to treat sb in a way that suggests one 
thinks they are inferior. -2. to condescend to 
do sthg to agree to do sthg in a way that 
suggests one considers it unimportant or not 
worth one’s attention □ He finally condescend¬ 
ed to write a reply. 

condescending [.kondi'sendig] adj [person, atti¬ 

tude, tone] that shows a belief that other 
people are inferior □ She's very condescending 
toward her employees in the factory. 

condiment [’kmidimant] n a substance, e.g. 
salt or mustard, that is used to add flavor to 
food (formal use). 

condition [kan'dijn] o « -1. [of a person, build¬ 

ing, car] the state that somebody or some¬ 
thing is in at a particular time □ The house is 
in very good/bad condition. □ The patient is in a 
critical condition. ■ to be out of condition [per¬ 

son, animal] to be unfit. -2. medicine an illness 
or disorder □ He has a heart condition. □ a seri¬ 
ous medical condition. -3. (for improvement, 

talks, growth] something that must be done 
or must exist in order for something else to 
happen □ She agreed to go on one condition, 
that she could take a friend with her. □ He'll do it 
on condition that he's paid well, 
o vt -1. to influence <sb> over a period of 
time to think or behave in a particular way 
□ Society conditions us to believe/into believing 
that money is the key to happiness. -2. to be 
conditioned by sthg to be directly influenced 
by sthg □ The market is conditioned by changes 
in interest rates. -3. to condition one's hair to 
put conditioner on one’s hair. 

♦ conditions tipl -1. the physical surround¬ 
ings or circumstances in which people live 
or work □ The working/living conditions are ap¬ 
palling. -2. the circumstances under which 
something happens □ The conditions are right 
for economic growth. □ The team struggled 
against appalling weather conditions. 

conditional [kan'difnal] adj [offer, acceptance, 

agreement] that depends on something else 
happening □ The ceasefire is conditional on or 

upon the withdrawal of troops. 

conditionally [kan'difnali] adv: see conditional 
□ I've agreed conditionally to the offer. 

conditioner [ksn'difnsl « a liquid used for 
softening hair after washing it with sham¬ 
poo □ hair conditioner. 

conditioning [kan'di/mg] n the influences or 
training somebody has had that make them 
think or behave in a particular way. 

condo fkDndou] « US abbr of condominium (in¬ 
formal use). 

condolences [ksn'doobnsiz] npl sympathy that 
is expressed to somebody who has experi¬ 
enced something sad, especially the death of 
a close friend or relative □ / would like to offer 
you my condolences on the death of your hus¬ 
band. 

condom [US 'kAndam, GB 'kDnd-] n a thin rub¬ 
ber cover that a man wears on his penis 

during sex as a contraceptive and as protec¬ 
tion against disease. 

condominium [.kDnds'mmjam] n US an apart¬ 
ment block in which each apartment is 
owned by the people living in it; an apart¬ 
ment in such a block. 

condone [kan'doun] vt [practice, drugs, war] to 
accept or allow <sthg bad or wrong> □ We 
cannot condone such immoral behavior. 

condor ['kDndo:r] n a type of large American 
vulture. 

conducive [kan'd-luisiv] adj to be conducive to 
sthg to make sthg easier or more likely to 
happen □ It's hardly conducive to a relaxing 
weekend, is it? 

conduct [« 'kDndAkt, vb ksn'dAkt] o n -1. [of a 

person] the way somebody behaves □ He was 
dismissed for conduct unbecoming to an officer. 
-2. [of business, talks] the way something is 
organized and done, o vt -1. [investigation, 

survey] to carry out <sthg> □ The inquiry was 
conducted in a fair and open manner. -2. to con¬ 
duct oneself well/badly to behave well/badly. 
-3. [orchestra, choir] to direct <a group of 
singers or musicians> in a performance. 
-4. physics [metal] to allow <heat or electric- 
ity> to move through it. o vi [conductor] to 
direct an orchestra or choir in a perfor¬ 
mance. 

conducted tour [kanfiAktsd-] n a tour of a 

place in which a guide explains the points 

of interest to a group of people. 

conductor [k9n'dAktar] n -1. music a person 
whose job is to conduct an orchestra or 
choir. -2. [on a bus] a person whose job is to 
check and sell tickets on a bus, streetcar etc 
□ a bus conductor. -3. US [on a train] a railroad 
official in charge of a train. 

conduit [’kondJuit] n a pipe or channel that 

something such as water can pass through. 

cone [koun] n -1. a three-dimensional shape 

with a circular base and rounded sides that 

narrow to a point at the other end. -2. [for 
ice cream] a wafer in the shape of a cone 

that is used for holding ice cream. -3. [of a 
tree] the fruit of a coniferous tree that is 

made up of a lot of small wooden pieces □ 
pine cones. 

Coney Island ['kouni-] a popular resort for 

tourists on the Atlantic Ocean at Brooklyn, 

New York. 

confectioner [kgn'fekfna1'] n a person whose 
job is to make or sell candy, cakes etc. 

confectioner's sugar n us a type of very fine 

sugar used to make icing. 

confectionery [us kan'fekfgneri, GB -gri] n a col¬ 

lective term for sweet food that can be bought 

in a store, e.g. candy, cakes, or ice cream. 

Confederacy [kan'fedargsi] n the Confederacy 
the eleven Southern US states that left the 

Union in 1861 to form an independent 

country, officially called the Confederate 

States of America. They were defeated in 

the American Civil War. 

Confederate [kan'fedarat] adj that belongs to 

the Confederacy □ the Confederate States. 
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confederation [kan.feda'reijh] n an organiza¬ 
tion that consists of smaller groups, usually 
for business or political purposes. 

Confederation of British Industry n —» CBI. 
confer [kan'f3:r] {pt &t pp conferred, cont confer¬ 

ring) o vt [honor, title, award] to give <sthg> 
to somebody (formal use), o vi to talk with 
somebody else in order to exchange ideas or 
opinions □ / need to confer with my manage¬ 
ment team on or about this matter. 

conference ['ktmfrans] ti an organized event at 
which a large group of people meets to dis¬ 
cuss a particular subject, usually for a num¬ 
ber of days □ the annual sales conference. ■ to 
be in conference GB to be in a meeting □ She 
can't come to the phone now, she's in confer¬ 

ence. 
conference call n a telephone call that allows 

three or more people to talk to each other 
at the same time. 

conference center « a building where confer¬ 
ences are held. 

conference hall n a large room where confer¬ 
ences are held. 

conferencing ['kDnfransirj] n the facility on a 
telephone that allows conference calls to be 
made. 

confess [kan'fes] o vt -1. religion to tell a 
priest about <a sin one has committed>. 
-2. [crime, truth, mistake] to admit <sthg> to 
somebody □ / must confess (that) I've never 
been there, o vi to confess a crime, sin etc □ 
She confessed to the murders. □ / confess to not 
really having understood what he said. 

confession [kan'fejn] n -1. [of a crime, mistake, 
the truth] a statement that somebody makes 
when they confess something □ / have a con¬ 
fession to make. I forgot to reserve the seats. □ 
Fielding made a full confession to all three mur¬ 
ders. -2. religion a religious act where one 
confesses one’s sins to a priest □ / haven't 
been to confession recently. 

confessional [kan'fefnl] « a small enclosed 
place in a church in which a person can 
confess to a priest in private, 

confetti [kan'feti] n small pieces of colored pa¬ 
per that are thrown in the air at a celebra¬ 
tion, especially over the bride and groom at 
a wedding □ They were showered In confetti. 

confidant [US .knnfi'dcnnt, GB -'daent] ti a man 
one trusts enough to discuss secret or per¬ 
sonal matters with □ Alan was my friend and 
confidant for many years. 

confidante [US .knnfi'daint, GB -'daent] n a 
woman who acts as a confidant, 

confide [kan'faid] o vt [thought, fear] to tell 
<sthg secret or personal> to somebody be¬ 
cause one trusts them, o vi to confide in sb 
to tell sb about something secret or personal 
because one trusts them, 

confidence ['konfidsns] « -1. [in oneself] the be¬ 
lief that one has in one’s ability to do some¬ 
thing well □ He spoke with confidence. -2. [in a 
person, plan, machine] the belief one has that 
a person or thing will do what one expects 
of them □ We have every confidence (that) you'll 

succeed. □ / have great confidence in her abilities. 
□ Consumer confidence is building slowly. -3. to 
tell sthg to sb in confidence to tell sthg to sb 
as a secret because one trusts them not to 
tell anybody else □ I'm telling you this in the 
strictest confidence, you understand. -4. some¬ 
thing that is told in confidence □ She'd never 

betray a confidence. 

confidence trick n a trick in which some- , 
body deceives somebody else in order to get 
money or property from them, 

confident ['knnfidsnt) adj [person] who has 
confidence in their own ability to do some¬ 
thing; who has confidence in somebody or 
something □ You should be more confident. □ / 
feel confident (that) we will succeed. □ We are 
confident of success. 

confidential [.kDnfi'denfl] adj -1. [document, in¬ 
formation, arrangement] that is secret and 
should not be told to anybody else □ / have 
no need to add that this matter is strictly confi¬ 
dential. -2. [tone, voice, look] showing that 
what is being said is supposed to be secret □ 
"This is just between you and me," she said with 
a confidential wink. 

confidentiality [.konfidenJVaelati] n [of informa¬ 
tion, a document] see confidential, 

confidentially [.konfi'denjali] adv [tell, whisper] 
see confidential □ All enquiries are treated confi¬ 

dentially. 

confidently ['knnfidsntli] adv [speak, smile, pre¬ 
dict] in a way that shows one is confident □ 
I think I can confidently say we've never had such 
a response before. 

configuration [kan.figia'reijh] n -1. a shape 
formed by arranging things, or parts of 
something, in a particular way. -2. comput¬ 
ing a particular arrangement of the different 
parts and programs of a computer and their 
connections. 

confine [kan'fain] vt -1. to confine sthg to sthg 
[comments, criticism] to limit sthg so that it 
only mentions or concerns sthg □ The allega¬ 
tions are not confined to bribery alone. ■ to con¬ 
fine oneself to sthg to limit one’s thoughts or 
actions to sthg □ I suggest we confine our¬ 
selves to discussing the most urgent issues. 
-2. to keep <sb> in a place that they cannot 
leave □ He's confined to his room/a wheelchair. 

♦ confines npl within the confines of sthg [of a 
system, place, building] inside the limits and 
boundaries of sthg; [of space, time, system] in¬ 
side the limits and restrictions that are fixed 
by sthg □ Inmates must not leave the confines 
of the hospital. □ We have to work within the 
confines of what the local planning laws allow. 

confined [ksn'faind] adj -1. [space, area] that 
seems small and enclosed. -2. to be confined 
to sb [problem, attitude] to only affect or in¬ 
volve sb □ This behavior is confined to a small 
minority of fans. -3. to be confined to a place 
[animal, plant, event] to only exist or happen 
in a particular place □ This species is now con¬ 
fined to a few remote areas. 

confinement [kan'fainmant] n -1. [of a prisoner] 
the period when somebody is in prison or in 
a place that they are not free to leave. -2. [of 
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a pregnant woman] the period between the 
beginning of labor and the birth of a child 
(old-fashioned use). 

confirm [k3n'f3:rm] vf -1. [reservation, appoint¬ 
ment, decision] to make <an arrangement> 
definite □ Please confirm your flight two days 
prior to departure. -2. [report, suspicion, news) to 
state or prove the truth of <sthg> □ / can 
confirm (that) I will be retiring next year. -3. reli¬ 
gion to accept <sb> officially as a member 
of a Christian church. 

confirmation [.konfa^met/n] n -1. [of a reserva¬ 
tion, appointment] see confirm. □ We have not 
yet received confirmation of this report. -2. reli¬ 
gion a church ceremony at which people are 
confirmed. 

confirmed [k3n'f3:rmd] adj a confirmed bach¬ 
elor/teetotaler etc a person who has been a 
bachelor/teetotaler etc for a long time and is 
unlikely to change. 

confiscate ['kmifiskeit] vt to take <sthg that is 
not allowed> away from somebody, when 
one has the necessary authority □ Police con¬ 
fiscated a number of weapons before the game. 

confiscation [.konfi'skeifn] tv. see confiscate □ 
powers of confiscation. 

conflagration [knnfla'greifn] n a large fire that 
causes a lot of damage (formal use). 

conflict [n 'kmiflikt, vb US 'kmiflikt, GB kan'flikt] 
On-1. [between countries, people] a period of 
fighting between countries or groups of peo¬ 
ple □ an armed conflict. -2. [between ideas, 
beliefs] a serious difference between ideas, 
beliefs etc, that makes it difficult for them to 
exist or be used together; a serious argu¬ 
ment or disagreement between people □ a 
conflict between her private and her public life □ 
Their policies are in conflict with their manifesto. 
□ / often came into conflict with my boss. ■ a 
conflict of interest a situation in which a per¬ 
son is working for two competing clients, 
organizations etc, or has goals that are dif¬ 
ferent and opposed. 
o vi [ideas, interests] to be different or op¬ 
posed in a way that makes it difficult to be 
used or to exist together □ This appears to 
conflict with their earlier statement. 

conflicting [US 'konfliktirj, gb ksn'fliktir)] adj 
[account, advice, evidence] that conflicts with 
something else of the same kind □ There 
were conflicting reports in the press. 

conform [kan'foifn] vi -1. [person] to behave 
the way one is expected to or the way most 
other people in the same group behave □ 
School puts a lot of pressure on kids to conform. 
-2. [object, action] to be done in a way that 
obeys particular rules or standards □ All new 
windows must conform to or with current build¬ 
ing regulations. 

conformist [ksn'fodmist] o adj [person, behav¬ 
ior, attitude] that is not original and follows 
what is expected, or what is already estab¬ 
lished (disapproving use) □ He reacted against 
the conformist views of his parents, o ft a per¬ 
son whose behavior or attitude is conform¬ 
ist (disapproving use). 

conformity [ksn'foitnati] n [of a person, action, 
behavior] see conform. 

confound [kan'faund] vt to confuse and sur¬ 
prise <sb> □ Your expectations are likely to be 
confounded. 

confounded [kon'faundad] adj a word used to 
show that one is annoyed about something 
(old-fashioned and informal use) □ It's a con¬ 
founded nuisance! 

confront [kan'frAnt] vt -1. [problem, truth] to 
consider <sthg unpleasant> and start to deal 
with it. -2. [person] to present <sb> with a 
difficulty that they have to deal with □ This 
year, many more problems/obstacles are confront¬ 
ing the company. -3. to confront sb with sthg 
[with evidence, the truth, an allegation] to accuse 
or criticize sb by showing or talking to them 
about sthg. 

confrontation [.kDnfrAn'teiJn] « a situation in 
which there is strong disagreement or vio¬ 
lence between two people or groups □ We 
don't want to risk confrontation with the bosses. 

Confucius [kan'fjuijas] (551—479 BC) a Chi¬ 
nese philosopher whose ideas on the impor¬ 
tance of order and duty influenced Chinese 
society. 

confuse [kan'fjuiz] vt -1. [person] to cause 
<sb> to be uncertain about something or 
unable to think clearly □ The instructions in 
the manual just confused me even more. 
-2. [people, objects, places] to make a mistake 
about <two or more people or things> be¬ 
cause one cannot tell the difference between 
them □ You seem to be confusing me with 
someone else. □ This new software should not 
be confused with earlier versions. -3. [situation, 

problem] to make <sthg> more complicated 
or unclear than it was before □ To confuse 
the issue further, there are several different de¬ 
partments involved. 

confused [kan'fjuizd] adj [person] who is un¬ 
able to understand something or think clear¬ 
ly; [idea, thought, situation] that is unclear and 
difficult to understand □ I'm confused about 
which one to choose. □ His argument was con¬ 
fused and poorly structured. 

confusing [kan'fjuizig] adj [instruction,-story, de¬ 

scription] that is not clear or simple enough 
to understand □ / found the plot very confusing. 

confusion [kan'fjuisn] « -1. [of a person] the 
state of being confused □ There is a lot of con¬ 
fusion about or over who exactly is eligible under 
the new law. -2. [of people, objects, places] see 
confuse □ To avoid confusion, please state your 
full name. -3. [in a place] a state of disorder, 
usually with a lot of noise and a lot of 
things happening at the same time □ The 
house was in total confusion. 

conga ['korjga] n the conga a Latin American 
dance performed by people in a line, one 
behind the other. 

congeal [kan^nl] vi [milk, fat, sauce] to be¬ 
come thick and sticky □ congealed blood. 

congenial [kan'dsimjal] adj [atmosphere, work] 

that is pleasant and makes one feel relaxed 
□ an evening spent in congenial company. 
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congenital [kan'dsenstl] adj [disease, defect, 
deafness] that has affected somebody since 
birth, but was not inherited □ He has a con¬ 
genital heart condition. 

conger eel [,kDgg3r-] n a large eel that lives in 

seawater. 

congested [k3n'd3estad] adj -1. [road, area] that 
is very crowded or blocked with traffic or 
people. -2. medicine [lung, nose] that is 
blocked because it is full of liquid, 

congestion [ksn'dsestjsn] n [of a road, some¬ 
body's nose] the state of being congested □ 
the problems of traffic congestion. 

conglomerate [ksn'glDmarst] n business a large 
company made up of several smaller compa¬ 

nies. 
conglomeration [ksn.glDma'reiJn] « an un¬ 

usual mixture of many different things (for¬ 

mal use). 

Congo I'kDggou] -1. the Congo (Republic) a 
country in the western part of central Afri¬ 
ca. size: 342,000 sq kms. population: 
2,400,000 (Congolese). capital: Brazzaville. 
language: French. CURRENCY: CFA franc. 
-2. the Congo (River) = Zaire River. 

Congolese [.kDgga'liiz] adj & tv. see Congo, 
congratulate [kan'grastjbleit] vt to express 

one’s pleasure or praise to <sb> when they 
have done something well or when some¬ 
thing pleasant has happened to them □ They 
congratulated her on her promotion/being promot¬ 
ed. ■ to congratulate oneself to be proud of a 
quality one has or of one’s actions □ You can 
congratulate yourself on a job well done. 

congratulations [kaiggrEetJVleiJanz] o npl a 
message given to congratulate somebody on 
something □ Give him my congratulations. □ a 
letter of congratulations, o excl a word used to 
congratulate somebody □ "We won the con¬ 
tract!" — "Congratulations!" □ Congratulations 
on your new baby I 

congratulatory [US ksn’graetjsbtoiri, GB -.graetf- 
sieitan] adj [message, smile] that congratu¬ 
lates somebody. 

congregate ['koggrigeit] vi to gather together 
and form a large group □ A large crowd had 
congregated around the scene of the accident. 

congregation [.kDggri'geiJn] « the people at a 
church service; the people who regularly go 
to a particular church □ the congregation of St 
Mark's. 

congress ['kDggres] « a meeting of representa¬ 
tives of large organizations or countries, 
usually held to discuss ideas and policies □ 
the party's annual congress. 

♦ Congress n US the elected group of politi¬ 
cians that makes laws in the USA □ The 
Democrats had a majority in Congress. 

W CONGRESS 
The US Congress, which meets in the Capi¬ 
tol building in Washington, D.C., consists of 
the Senate and the House of Representa¬ 
tives. A proposed new law must be ap¬ 
proved by both houses separately, and then 
by the President. If the President refuses the 

proposal, it can still be made law if two- 
thirds of the members of Congress agree. 

congressional [ksn'grejnsl] adj [hearing, elec¬ 

tion, committee] that is connected with the 

US Congress. 
Congressional Record n the Congressional 

Record the official written record of every¬ 
thing that takes place in the US Congress, , 
including speeches and the results of votes, 

congressman [ koggresman] {pi congressmen 
[-man]) n a man who is a member of the US 
House of Representatives, 

congresswoman ['koggreswuman] (pi congress- 
women) n a woman who is a member of the 
US House of Representatives, 

conical ['konikl] adj [shape, hat] that is shaped 
like a cone. 

conifer ['kDnafar] n an evergreen tree that pro¬ 
duces cones, e.g. pine, fir, or sequoia, 

coniferous [US kou'mfaras, GB ka-] adj [tree, for¬ 

est] see conifer. 

conjecture [kan’d3ektJV] o m an idea or opin¬ 
ion that is based on incomplete or uncertain 
information □ At this stage, it's a matter of pure 
conjecture, o vt to conjecture (that)... to sug¬ 
gest that something is true without having 
all the necessary information □ Police conjec¬ 
tured that a terrorist organization was responsible, 
o vi: We can only conjecture where/how the 
money was spent. 

conjugal ['ktradgagl] adj [happiness, right] that is 
connected with a marriage, especially the 
sexual relationship between a husband and 
wife (formal use). 

conjugate ['kDndsageit] vt to list the different 
grammatical forms of <a verb>. 

conjugation [1kond33lgeiJ'n] n -1. a class of 
verbs that are conjugated in the same way. 
-2. a way of conjugating a particular verb, 

conjunction [k3n'd3Agkfn] n grammar a word 
that connects other words or phrases, e.g. 
“and”, “but”, or “while”. 

♦ in conjunction with prep together with 
<sb/sthg> □ They work in conjunction with the 
U.N. 

conjunctivitis [k3n,d3AgktTvaitas] n an infec¬ 
tion of one’s eye that causes the thin skin 
covering one’s eyeball and the inside of 
one’s eyelid to become red and swollen, 

conjure [’kAnd33r] o vt to make <sthg> appear 
in a way that seems like magic □ He conjured 
a rabbit out of a hat. o vi to perform conjuring 
tricks. 

♦ conjure up vt sep to conjure sthg up [memo¬ 

ry, picture] to make sthg appear in some¬ 
body’s imagination □ The thought of India still 
conjures up for many images of its colonial 
past. 

conjurer ['kAnd33rar] n a person who performs 
conjuring tricks. 

conjuring trick ['kAnd33rig-l n a trick in which 
somebody makes something appear or dis¬ 
appear, especially by using their hands clev¬ 
erly in a way that looks like magic, 

conjuror ['kAnd33r3r] « = conjurer. 
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conk [korjk] ♦ conk out vi (informal use) -1. 
[person] to collapse from exhaustion. -2. [ve¬ 
hicle, machine] to break down, 

conker ['kor)kar] h GB a horse chestnut, 

conman ['kDnmaen] {pi conmen [-men]) n a per¬ 
son who gets money from people by deceiv¬ 
ing them □ a professional conman. 

connect [ka'nekt] o vf -1. to join or attach 
<two things> to each other □ The island is 
connected to the mainland by a bridge. □ The 
rooms were connected by a hidden door. -2. [by 
telephone] to allow <sb> to speak to another 
person by joining two lines, e.g. on a 
switchboard □ I'm trying to connect you now, 
sir. -3. to connect sb/sthg with sb/sthg to re¬ 
alize that there is a link between sb/sthg 
and sb/sthg else; to succeed in finding a link 
between sb/sthg and sb/sthg else □ Many 
people would never connect libraries with fun. □ 
The police were unable to connect him with the 
previous attacks. -4. [machine, appliance, wire] to 
join <sthg> to the main supply of electricity, 
gas, or water □ Have you had your phone con¬ 
nected yet? 
o vi [train, plane, bus] to arrive in time for 
passengers to transfer to another train, 
plane etc in order to continue their journey 
□ This flight connects with AA112 to Amsterdam. 

connected [ka'nektad] adj [event, idea, person] 
that is linked to somebody or something □ 
Is he connected with the robbery/place/project? □ 
The two religions are closely connected. 

Connecticut [ka'netikat] a state in the north¬ 
eastern USA. ABBREVIATION: CT. SIZE: 13,000 
sq kms. population: 3,287,116. capital: Hart¬ 
ford. 

connecting [ka'nektig] adj a connecting flight/ 
train etc a flight/train etc that takes passen¬ 
gers from one part of their trip to another, 

connecting rod n a rod in the engine of a 
car, truck etc that connects the piston to the 
crankshaft. 

connection [ka'nekfn] n -1. [between two facts, 
events] a link or relationship between two 
things □ Does this have any connection with 
what happened yesterday? □ the connection be¬ 
tween interest rates and unemployment. -2. 
[between two wires] something that joins 
two wires in an electrical circuit □ a loose 
connection. -3. [on a telephone] the link be¬ 
tween people when they are talking to each 
other by telephone □ It's a bad connection. 
-4. transport a train, plane, or bus that 
leaves after passengers have transferred to it 
from another one in order to continue their 
trip □ / missed my connection. 

♦ connections npl people who one knows 
and who may be useful to one, e.g. because 
they are in important positions □ He has con¬ 
nections in the government. 

♦ in connection with prep about <sthg> □ 
Two men have been arrested in connection with 
the murder. □ / am writing in connection with 
your comments yesterday. 

connective tissue [ka.nektiv-] n animal tissue 
that supports organs and connects limbs, 

connive [ka'naiv] vi to plan secretly with oth¬ 

er people to do something dishonest in or¬ 
der to get something for oneself □ She con¬ 
nived with his enemies to have him discredited. 

♦ connive at vt fus to connive at sthg to allow 
sthg bad to happen even though one knows 
that one ought to prevent it □ teachers who 
had connived at students' absence from school. 

conniving [ks'naivig] adj [person] who is cun¬ 
ning and dishonest. 

connoisseur [,kDna's3:r] n a person who en¬ 
joys and knows a lot about art, music, wine 
etc, and can tell when it is of good quality □ 
He's a connoisseur of antique porcelain. □ a wine 
connoisseur. 

connotation fikDna'teiJn] n an idea or quality 
that is suggested by a word □ The word clear¬ 
ly has political connotations. 

conquer ['kDgkar] vt -1. [country, town, people] 
to take <a place> by fighting and beating 
the people there □ The invaders conquered 
most of modern Mexico. -2. [fear, shyness, infla¬ 
tion] to bring <a problem> under control □ It 
took me six months to conquer my addiction to 
smoking. 

conqueror ['kogksrsfi n a person who has 
conquered a place or group of people. 

conquest ['kDrjkwest] n -1. [of a country, town] 
success in conquering something □ the con¬ 
quest of North Africa. -2. something that has 
been conquered, usually land □ They added 
France to their list of conquests. 

Conrad ['konrasd], Joseph (1857-1924) a Brit¬ 
ish novelist, bom in Poland. His stories of 
adventures at sea include Lord Jim and Heart 
of Darkness. 

cons [kDnz] npl -1. —> mod cons. -2. -» pro. 

Cons, abbr of Conservative. 

conscience ['kDnfns] « a sense of right and 
wrong; a sense of having done something 
wrong that makes one feel guilty □ She has 
no conscience about letting people down. □ It's 
something that has been weighing on my con¬ 
science for a long time. □ What you decide to do 
in the end is a matter of conscience. ■ to have a 
guilty conscience to feel guilty about some¬ 
thing. ■ I cannot, in all conscience I cannot, 
because I think it is wrong □ In all conscience, 
I couldn’t have said yes. 

conscientious [.kDnJYenfas] adj [student, work¬ 
er] who is thorough, careful, and serious in 
the way they do things □ It can't have been 
Jenny, she's usually so conscientious. 

conscientiously fikDnJVenfasli] adv [study, work] 
see conscientious. 

conscientious objector n a person who re¬ 
fuses to join the armed forces for moral or 
religious reasons. 

conscious ['konfas] adj -1. to be conscious [per¬ 
son] to be alive and aware of things around 
one rather than asleep or unconscious □ He's 
fully conscious now. -2. to be conscious of sthg 
to be aware of sthg □ She was very conscious 
of him watching her. -3. a conscious decision/ 
effort a decision/an effort that has been 
thought about and is deliberate □ I've never 
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made a conscious attempt to win people's respect. 
-4. [mind, memory'] that one is aware of. 

-conscious suffix class-/health- etc conscious 
aware of or concerned about class/health etc 
□ Al's pretty safety-conscious these days. 

consciously ['kraijash] adv [decide, try] see con¬ 
scious □ / wasn't consciously aware I was taking 
a risk. □ / didn't consciously avoid the subject. 

consciousness ['konfasnas] n -1. the state of 
being awake and aware of things around 
one □ She lost/regained consciousness. -2. 
everything that somebody thinks and be¬ 
lieves, especially about a particular subject □ 
They are trying to raise levels of political con¬ 
sciousness. 

conscript [vb kan'skript, n 'kDnskript] o vt to 
make <sb> join one of the armed forces □ 
He was conscripted into the navy, o n a person 
who has been conscripted, 

conscription [kan'skripjn] n the official system 
that makes people join the armed forces, 
e.g. because a war is being fought, 

consecrated ['konsikreitad] adj religion [church, 
bread] that has been officially declared to be 
holy in a religious ceremony □ His body was 
buried in consecrated ground. 

consecration [.krmsi'kreijn] n -1. [of a church, 
bread] see consecrated. -2. a religious ceremo¬ 
ny in which somebody is made a priest or 
bishop. 

consecutive [kan'sekjativ] adj [days, occasions] 
that happen one after the other without any 
breaks □ America won the championship for the 
fourth consecutive year. 

consecutively [kan'sekjativli] adv: see consecu¬ 
tive □ The tickets are numbered consecutively. 

consensus [kan'sensas] n general agreement 
among a group of people □ Delegates failed to 
reach (a) consensus on arms limitation. 

consent [kan'sent] o n -1. official permission 
for something □ Because of her age she need¬ 
ed her parents to give their consent to the mar¬ 
riage. □ They used my name without my consent. 
-2. by common or general consent a phrase 
used to say what most people think is true 
□ He is, by general consent, the best worker on 
the team, o vi to agree to do something or to 
allow something to happen □ They consented 
to the plan/marriage/interview. □ After much delib¬ 
eration, she consented to take part. 

consenting [kan'sentig] adj consenting adults 
adults who are old enough to decide they 
will have sex together. 

consequence ['konsikwans] n -1. a result or ef¬ 
fect of something □ The policy had terrible con¬ 
sequences for the poor, m in consequence as a 
result □ The work is undervalued and, in conse¬ 
quence, underpaid. -2. of little/no etc conse¬ 
quence of little/no etc importance (formal 
use) □ a person of consequence □ It's of little 
consequence. 

consequent ['konsikwant] adj [difficulty, event] 
that happens as a result of something □ the 
political disagreements and consequent splits 
within the party. 

consequently [‘kDnsikwantli] adv as a result of 

something that has just been mentioned □ 
We took on extra work, and consequently, an ad¬ 
ditional member of staff had to be hired. 

conservation [,kDnsar'veifn] n -1. [of nature, a 

painting, building] the preservation and protec¬ 
tion of something □ a conservation project. 
-2. [of energy, water] the careful use of some¬ 
thing to stop it being wasted or lost □ energy 
conservation. 

conservation area n in Britain, an area that 
is officially protected because of its natural 
beauty, or its historical or architectural im¬ 

portance. 

conservationist [,konsar'veiJ'nast] n a person 
who works or campaigns to protect the en¬ 

vironment. 

conservatism [kan's3:rvatizm] n [of attitudes, 

ideas, methods] the state of being conserva¬ 

tive. 
♦ Conservatism « the policies and ideas of a 

Conservative Party. 

conservative [kan's3:rvativ] o adj -1. [person] 
who likes established and traditional things 
and dislikes change 0 conservative ideas/ 
attitudes. -2. a conservative estimate/guess etc 
an estimate/a guess etc that one deliberately 
makes lower than one thinks the real 
amount is to avoid exaggerating n At a con¬ 
servative estimate, we should make $3 million in 
the. next year, o n a conservative person. 

♦ Conservative o n a member or supporter 
of a Conservative Party, o adj: a Conservative 
MP/policy. 

Conservative Party n the Conservative Party 
in Britain, Australia, and Canada, a center- 
right political party that is in favor of free 
enterprise and against Socialism, 

conservatory [us kan's3:rvato:ri, gb -'s3:vatri] 

(pi conservatories) n a room, usually at¬ 
tached to a house, with glass walls and a 
roof that is used for sitting in or growing 
plants in. 

conserve [vb kan's3:rv, n 'kons3:rv] o vt [energy, 

water, electricity] to prevent <sthg> from be¬ 
ing wasted or lost by using it carefully □ 
More can be done to conserve the Earth's re¬ 
sources. o n jam that contains whole fruit or 
large pieces of fruit □ raspberry conserve. 

consider [kan'sidar] vt -1. [proposal, possibility] 

to think carefully about <sthg>, especially 
before making a decision about it □ She's be¬ 
ing considered for the post of manager. □ / need 
time to consider my future. -2. [budget, conse¬ 

quences, somebody's feelings] to remember 
<sb/sthg> and think about how they will be 
affected before making a decision □ You 
have your family to consider above all. ■ all 
things considered when everything has been 
thought about carefully □ We haven't done too 
badly, all things considered. -3. to consider 
(that)... to believe that something is the case 
□ He considered (that) the use of firearms in this 
case was justified. □ / have always considered her 
to be a friend. □ This sort of behavior would be 
considered unacceptable by most people. 

considerable [kan'sidrabl] adj [damage, number, 
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expense] that is large in amount or size □ He 
lost a considerable sum of money. 

considerably [kan'sidrabli] adv considerably 
greater/less etc much greater/less etc □ We 
were considerably better-off before the move. □ 
Relations between locals and the police have im¬ 
proved considerably. 

considerate [kan'sidarat] adj [person] who is 
kind and thoughtful to other people, 

consideration [kan.sida'reifn] n -1. careful 
thought about something □ After due consid¬ 
eration the proposal was rejected, m to take sthg 
into consideration [fact, factor] to think about 
sthg before one makes a decision □ It was a 
good performance, taking into consideration the 
problems he faced. -2. [for other people] kind 
attention and care shown to other people □ 
He showed no consideration for their feelings. 
-3. a financial/political etc consideration a 
financial/political etc aspect of something 
that should be thought about, especially 
when making a decision a Money is an impor¬ 
tant consideration. -4. to be under considera¬ 
tion [question, matter] to be in the process of 
being considered □ Your application for a loan is 
presently under consideration. 

considered [kan'sid3rd] adj a considered opin¬ 
ion/response etc an opinion/a response etc 
that is the result of careful thought □ It's my 
considered opinion that military action at this time 
would serve no useful purpose. 

considering [ksn'sidarig] o prep & conj a word 
used to show that one is taking a particular 
fact into account □ Considering all the problems 
we had, it's amazing that we finished on time. □ 
Considering (that) they'd never met before, they 
got along very well, o adv a word used at the 
end of a sentence to show that one did not 
expect things to turn out as well as they 
have □ The results are pretty good, considering. 

consign [kan'sain] vt -1. to consign sthg to sb 
[goods, supplies] to send sthg to sb. -2. to 
consign sthg to a place to get rid of sthg by 
putting it in a place □ It's time that old coat 
was consigned to the trash can! -3. to consign 
sb to sb to put sb into sb's care or control, 

consignee [.konsai’ni:] n the person that some¬ 
thing is being sent to. 

consignment [.kan'sainmsnt] n a quantity of 
goods that is being sent to somebody □ a 
large consignment of medical supplies. 

consignment note n the documents that ac¬ 
company a consignment of goods, 

consignor [kan'sainal n a person who con¬ 
signs goods. 

consist [kan'sist] ♦ consist in vt fus to consist 
in sthg to have sthg as a base or main el¬ 
ement (formal use) □ The plan's success con¬ 
sists largely in its simplicity. 

♦ consist of vt fus to consist of sb/sthg to be 
made up of sb/sthg □ The panel consists of five 
executive managers. 

consistency [kan'sistansi] (pi consistencies) w 
-1. [of a person, argument] see consistent □ 
Consistency is vital when disciplining young chil¬ 
dren. -2. [of a substance] the degree of thickness, 

smoothness, or firmness of something, e.g. 
food or a liquid □ Add the liquid until the mixture 
has the consistency of thin cream. 

consistent [kan'sistant] adj -1. [person, behavior, 

quality] that does not vary □ His performance 
has been consistent all year. □ a consistent ap¬ 
proach to punishment. -2. [growth, improvement] 

that develops in a regular way □ This year has 
seen a consistent increase in sales. -3. [idea, ar¬ 

gument] whose different parts agree with 
each other □ The new measure is entirely con¬ 
sistent with the government's tough approach to 
crime. 

consistently [kan'sistantli] adv [behave, im¬ 

prove, argue] in a way that does not vary □ 
They have consistently denied the accusation. □ 
We produce work to a consistently high standard. 

consolation [.konsa'leifn] n a person or thing 
that consoles somebody □ If it's any consola¬ 
tion, you're not the only one who got cheated. □ 
Her work with charities was a great consolation to 
her after her husband died. 

consolation prize n a small prize given to 
somebody who has failed to win a competi¬ 
tion. 

console [n 'kmisoul, vb kan'soul] o h a panel 
where the controls for a piece of equipment 
are situated, o vt to comfort <sb> when 
they are sad or disappointed □ He consoled 
himself with the thought that he had learned a lot 
from the experience. 

consolidate [kan'sDlideit] o vt -1. [position, 

power, knowledge] to strengthen one’s control 
over <sthg that one has won or gained> □ 
Rebel forces have consolidated their earlier gains. 
-2. business to join <two or more compa- 
nies> together □ consolidated accounts, o vi 
business The two companies have recently con¬ 
solidated. 

consolidation [kan.sDli'deifn] n: see consolidate 
□ ACL is concentrating on the consolidation of its 
existing position in the market. 

consols ['kDnsDlz] npl finance bonds issued by 
the British government, 

consomme [US .kDnsa'mei, GB kDn'sDmei] « a 
clear soup made of meat stock, 

consonant ['kDnsanant] n a sound made when 
one is talking that is not a vowel and is 
made by stopping the air in the mouth; a 
letter that represents such a sound, e.g. “r”, 
“p”, or “t”. 

consort [vb ksn'sait, n 'kDnso:rt] o vi to con¬ 
sort with sb to spend a lot of time with sb 
(disapproving use), o n the husband or wife 
of a king or queen. 

consortium [k3n'so:rtj3m] (pi consortiums or 
consortia [-tja]) n a group of people or busi¬ 
nesses working together on a project □ an 
American consortium or a consortium of Ameri¬ 
can companies. 

conspicuous [kan'spikjuas] adj [color, building, 

failure] that is easy to see and attracts atten¬ 
tion □ Such conspicuous wealth attracts envy, of 
course. □ Simon was conspicuous by his absence 
at the meeting. 

conspicuously [kan'spikjuasli] adv [dress, fail] 
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see conspicuous □ Any mention of an apology 
was conspicuously absent. □ Officials have con¬ 
spicuously avoided any mention of compensation. 

conspiracy [ksn'spirasi] (pi conspiracies) it a 
secret plan by a group of people to do 
something harmful or dishonest together □ 
He became convinced there was a conspiracy 

against him. 

conspirator [ksn'spirstal ti a person who 
takes part in a conspiracy, 

conspiratorial [kgn.spirs'torrial] adj [look, smile, 

whisper] that shows one shares a secret with 
somebody. 

conspire [kan'spaial vi -1. [people] to take part 
in a conspiracy □ They conspired to kill him. □ 
They have been accused of conspiring with/ 
against the unions. -2. [events, circumstances] to 
combine to cause a particular result □ Various 
factors have conspired to bring about the latest 
crisis. 

constable ['kAnstabl] n GB the lowest rank of 
police officer. 

Constable [’kAnstsbl], John (1776-1837) a 
British artist, well known for his paintings 
of English landscapes. His most famous pic¬ 
ture is The Haywain. 

constabulary [ksn'staebjsbri] (pi constabu¬ 
laries) n GB the police force of a particular 
area □ the Sussex constabulary. 

constancy ['kDnstansi] n: see constant. 

constant ['krmstant] adj -1. [temperature, speed, 

support] that stays at the same level □ De¬ 
mand for our services has remained fairly con¬ 
stant. -2. [attacks, arguments! that happen very 
often or that never stop □ I've had to put up 
with constant criticism. □ He's in constant pain. 
-3. [friend, husband, wife] who is always faith¬ 
ful (literary use). 

Constantine (the Great) fkonstantaintda'greit)] 
(280?-337) a Roman emperor who estab¬ 
lished the city of Constantinople and the 
Byzantine Empire, and made Christianity 
the official religion. 

constantly ['kDnstantli] adv in a way that 
stays at the same level or happens often □ 
The world is constantly changing. □ My job keeps 
me constantly busy. 

constellation fkDnsts'leiJn] n astronomy a 
group of stars that has been given a name, 

consternation [,kDnstar'neiJn] n a feeling of 
worry or fear □ The statement caused conster¬ 
nation among community leaders. 

constipated ['kmistipeitad] adj [person] who 
has difficulty emptying their bowels, 

constipation [.kDnsti'peifn] n the condition of 
being constipated □ Eat a high-fiber diet to 
avoid constipation. 

constituency [kan'stitjuansi] (pi constituencies) 
n the area of a country, region etc that 
elects somebody to represent it in parlia¬ 
ment; the people who vote in this area, 

constituency party n gb a regional section of 
a political party. 

constituent [kan'stitjirant] o adj the constitu¬ 
ent parts/members etc of sthg the parts/ 

members etc that combine to form sthg □ All 
of the alliance's constituent countries are taking 
part, on-1. politics a voter in a constituen¬ 
cy. -2. one of the parts that something is 
made from □ The constituents of water are 
hydrogen and oxygen. 

constitute [‘kDnstatiuit] vt -1. to form or make 
up <sthg> □ This is a challenge for all the coun¬ 
tries that constitute the European Union. □ Wom¬ 
en constitute less than 10% of applicants. -2. 

[threat, victory] to mean the same as <sthg> □ 
This constitutes a breach of privacy. -3. 

[committee, panel] to create <sthg> □ A work¬ 
ing party was constituted to investigate the prob¬ 

lem. 

constitution [.kDnsta'tiuifn] n -1. [of a country] 

the set of laws that describe the way a 
country is governed and the rights of its citi¬ 
zens. -2. [of a person] one’s general health □ 
He has a strong constitution. -3. [of a committee, 

working party] the way in which different el¬ 
ements combine to form something. 

'W CONSTITUTION 
In the USA and Australia, the system of 
government is described in a written consti¬ 
tution. The US Constitution was written in 
1787, and the Australian one in 1901. 
Changes to the US Constitution have to be 
approved by the Supreme Court. In Aus¬ 
tralia, people vote to approve any proposed 
change, which must have the support of the 
majority of voters in at least four states. 

The British Constitution has no written 
form. It has developed through history, as 
laws have been made and changed. 

constitutional EkDnsta'tJurJnal] adj -1. [change, 

crisis, right] that is connected with the consti¬ 
tution of a country or organization □ It's all 
part of the constitutional process. -2. [gov¬ 

ernment, right] that is allowed by the consti¬ 
tution of a country □ The king can only be de¬ 
posed by constitutional means. 

constitutional monarch n a king or queen 
who is the head of a constitutional monar¬ 
chy. 

constitutional monarchy n a system of gov¬ 
ernment with a king or queen whose power 
is limited by a constitution and in which 
most important decisions are made by elect¬ 
ed politicians; a country that has this system, 

constrain [kan'strem] vt -1. to be constrained 
to do sthg to be or feel forced to do some¬ 
thing one does not want to do □ He felt con¬ 
strained to agree to the decision. -2. [feeling, 

freedom, development] to limit the size, ex¬ 
pression, or growth of <sthg> □ They were 
constrained from expressing their true opinions by 
an outdated law. 

constrained [ksn'streind] adj [manner, smile] 

that is awkward and seems forced, 

constraint [kan'streint] it -1. something that 
limits or controls what somebody does □ 
They are subject to the constraints of time and 
money. □ There are certain constraints on their 
activities. -2. self-control □ He showed remark- 
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dble constraint. -3. to do sthQ under constraint 
to do sthg because one has been forced to 
do it □ i'll do it, but under constraint. 

constrict [kan'strikt] vt -1. [neck, wrist, blood 
vessel] to make <sthg> narrower or tighter □ 
The bandage can be tightened to constrict the 
flow of blood. -2. [person] to limit the actions 
of <sb> □ / felt very constricted in my role as 
Chairman. 

constriction [kan'strikfn) ti: see constrict □ Re¬ 
move any tight articles of clothing that may cause 
constriction. 

constricting [kan'striktir)] adj -1. [clothes, 
shoes] that are too tight and limit the way 
one moves □ This jacket is very constricting. 
-2. [circumstances, system, situation] that con¬ 
stricts somebody □ Army life is very constrict¬ 
ing. 

construct [vb kan'strAkt, n 'konstrAkt] o vt -1. 
[building, boat, bridge] to build <sthg> □ The 
floor was constructed out of blocks of wood. -2. 
[sentence, argument, theory] to form <sthg> by 
putting parts together □ The new evidence de¬ 
molishes their carefully constructed case, o n a 
complex idea that is formed in one’s mind 
(formal use) □ Some philosophers believe that re¬ 
ligion is just a mental construct. 

construction [kon'strAkfn] n -1. [of a building, 
bridge] the act of building something □ The 
tunnel's construction will be financed privately. □ 
Construction work begins next month, m to be 
under construction to be in the process of 
being built □ Several major new buildings are 
under construction. -2. the area of work and 
business connected with the construction of 
buildings, bridges etc □ the construction indus¬ 
try □ a construction worker/site/company. -3. 

something, e.g. a building or bridge, that 
has been built; the way that this has been 
built □ a massive brick construction □ a model 
ship of elaborate construction. 

constructive [kon'strAktiv] adj [criticism, atti¬ 
tude, person] that is useful and helpful rather 
than damaging or negative □ Both sides de¬ 
scribed the talks as "constructive." 

construe [kon'stru:] vt [word, behavior] to un¬ 
derstand <sthg> in a particular way (formal 
use) □ In fact, their words could be construed as 
a challenge to the West. 

consul ['krnisl] « an official who is appointed 
by the government of a country to help and 
protect its citizens and its business interests 
in a foreign city □ the US consul in Athens. 

consular [us 'kmistar, gb 'kDnsjub] adj [office, 

section, duties] see consul, 

consulate [US 'kDnsbt, GB 'kmisjubt] n the build¬ 
ing where a consul lives or works, 

consult [kan'sAlt] o vt -1. [friend, doctor, lawyer] 

to ask <sb, especially an expert>, for advice 
on something serious □ / consult her about 
everything. -2. [dictionary, map] to read <sthg> 
for information □ After consulting our records, 
it appears you still have not paid the amount due. 
o vi to consult with sb to talk to and ex¬ 
change ideas with sb, especially sb who 
knows a lot about a particular subject. 

consultancy [kan'sAltonsi] (pi consultancies) n 

business a company whose business is to 
give advice on a particular subject □ a 
design/management consultancy. 

consultancy fee n a fee paid to a person or 
company for professional advice, 

consultant [kan'sAltont] n -1. business a person 
whose job is to give expert professional ad¬ 
vice □ a management/design consultant. -2. GB 
medicine a senior hospital doctor who spe¬ 
cializes in a particular field of medicine □ a 
consultant pediatrician. 

consultation [.kDnsal'teifn] n -1. [before a deci¬ 

sion] a discussion, usually held in order to 
make a decision about something □ Parents 
can now make better choices for their children in 
consultation with schools. -2. [for advice] a dis¬ 
cussion in which somebody is consulted for 
advice. -3. [of a dictionary, map] see consult, 

consulting room [ksn'sAltio-J k GB a room 
where a doctor sees patients, 

consumables [kan'suimablz] ttpl goods that 
people need to buy, often because they 
have to be replaced after being used, 

consume [ksn'siuim] vt -1. [food, drink] to eat 
or drink <sthg> (formal use) □ The device 
shows how much alcohol you have consumed. □ 
4s a nation, we consume far too much fat. 
-2. [fuel, time, resource] to use <sthg> □ We 
are consuming the world's supply of solid fuels at 
an alarming rate. □ These heaters consume far 
less energy than the old ones. -3. [person] to fill 
the thoughts or feelings of <sb> (literary use) 
□ He was consumed by jealousy. 

consumer [kan'siu:m3r] n a person who buys 
and uses goods and services □ consumer 
advice/protection/rights. 

consumer credit n personal credit that al¬ 
lows somebody to buy goods, 

consumer durables npl goods, e g. cars or 
televisions, that people do not buy often be¬ 
cause they are expected to last a long time, 

consumer goods npl goods that people buy 
and use in everyday life, 

consumerism [kan'sjuimsnzm] n -1. the idea 
that buying and selling a lot of consumer 
goods is desirable for a strong economy. 
-2. the protection of the rights and interests 
of consumers. 

consumer price index « us a system of fig¬ 
ures that shows how the prices of a list of 
goods have increased over a period of time, 
used to show changes in the cost of living, 

consumer society « a society in which the 
production and buying of consumer goods is 
very important. 

consumer spending n money spent on con¬ 
sumer goods. 

consuming [kan'sJuimirj] adj a consuming in¬ 
terest/passion etc an interest/a passion etc that 
one gives all of one’s energy and enthusiasm 
to □ Dance was her consuming passion. 

consummate [adj 'kDnsamst, vb 'kmissmeit] 
o adj (formal use) -1. [skill, happiness] that is 
very great n The champion won with consum¬ 
mate ease. -2. [liar, politician, actor] who is very 
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skillful □ She's a consummate actress, o vt 
-1. to consummate a marriage to make a 
marriage complete by having sexual inter¬ 
course. -2. [deal, achievement] to complete 

<sthg>. 
consummation [.kDnsa'meiJ'n] n [of a marriage] 

see. consummate. 
consumption [kan’sAinpJn] n [of food, fuel] see 

consume □ V\/e must reduce our consumption of 
imported timber. □ fuel consumption charges. 

cont. -1. abbr of continued. -2. grammar abbr of 
continuous. 

contact ['krmtaekt] o n -1. the act or state of 
touching somebody or something □ physical 
contact □ Keep one foot in contact with the 
ground. -2. [by telephone, letter] the act of 
communicating with somebody, especially 
by telephoning or writing to them □ Have 
you been in contact with them? □ We are no 
longer in contact. ■ to lose contact with sb to 
no longer see sb or hear from them. ■ to 
make contact with sb to begin to communi¬ 
cate with sb. -3. to come into contact with 
sb/sthg to know or be affected by sb/sthg as 
a result of one’s experiences □ It's not known 
when she came into contact with the disease. 
-4. [in a country, organization] a person who 
one knows and who may be useful □ a busi¬ 
ness contact □ He's got lots of contacts in the 
movie business. 
o vt to communicate with <sb> by phone, 
fax etc, especially in order to give or ask for 
information □ We'll contact you when we have 
the results. □ You can contact me at this number. 

contact lens n a small lens that fits direcdy 
onto one’s eye and is worn instead of 
glasses as a way of improving one’s eye¬ 
sight. 

contact number n a telephone number 
where somebody can be contacted, 

contact sport n a sport such as football in 
which players are allowed to touch each 
other during games, and which can be 
rough. 

contagious [kan'teidsas] adj -1. [disease] that is 
spread by physical contact. -2. [laughter, en¬ 

thusiasm] that spreads quickly to other peo¬ 
ple. 

contain [kan'tein] vf -1. to hold or to have 
<sthg> inside □ Each pack contains twenty ciga¬ 
rettes. -2. [message, sugar, fat] to have <sthg> 
as a part □ The food contains additives and pre¬ 
servatives. □ This movie contains scenes of a sex¬ 
ually explicit nature. □ Her story does contain 
some truth. -3. [one’s anger, excitement] to 
keep <a feeling> hidden and under control □ 
He could hardly contain his enthusiasm. ■ to con¬ 
tain oneself to control a particular strong 
feeling, so that other people do not notice 
it. -4. [epidemic, fire, revolt] to limit <sthg> so 
that it does not spread □ Firemen fought to 
contain the blaze. 

container [kan'teinal n -1. something that is 
designed to contain things, e.g. a box or 
bottle □ a plastic/glass container. -2. transport 
a large rectangular box, usually made of 
metal, used for transporting goods on trucks 

and ships; the amount of something con¬ 
tained in this box. 

containerize, -ise [kan'teinaraiz] vt -1. to trans¬ 
port <goods, cargo etc in containers. -2. to 
make changes to <a port> so that containers 

can be used there. 

container ship « a ship that is designed to 
transport goods in containers, 

containment [kan'temmant] « -1. [of one’s ex¬ 

citement, an epidemic, enemy] see contain. 
-2. politics the process or policy of limiting 
the power of another country □ a policy of 
containment. 

contaminate [kan'taemineit] vt [water, blood, 

food] to make <sthg> dangerous or harmful 
by adding something dirty or poisonous to 
it, often by accident □ rivers contaminated with 

or by sewage. 

contaminated [ksn'taemineitad] adj [water, 

blood, food] that has been made dangerous or 
harmful by the addition of something dirty 
or poisonous □ The buildings had been erected 
on contaminated land. 

contamination [ksn.taemi'neifn] n: see contami¬ 
nate □ the contamination of rivers by agricultural 

runoff. 

cont'd abbr of continued, 

contemplate ['krmtampleit] o vt -1. [idea, 

thought] to think deeply and seriously about 
<sthg>, especially when it is connected 
with what one might do in the future □ They 
are contemplating selling the company. -2. 
[sunset, flower] to look at <sthg> thoughtful¬ 
ly (literary use). 

contemplation [.kontsm'pleijn] n the act of 
thinking deeply about something □ She was 
lost in contemplation. 

contemplative [kan'templativ] adj [person, life] 

that is thoughtful and quiet, 

contemporary [US kan'tempareri, GB -ran] (j?l 
contemporaries) o adj -1. [art, design] that is 
modem and belongs to the present time □ 
He also writes a lot of contemporary music. 
-2. [account, report, event] that belongs to the 
same period □ He was contemporary with Lin¬ 
coln. On a person living at the same time as 
another person; a person who is the same 
age as another person □ She was a contempo¬ 
rary of Frank Pugh. □ He's a contemporary of 
yours, I believe. 

contempt [kan'tempt] n -1. dislike for some¬ 
thing or somebody that one thinks is un¬ 
pleasant, unimportant, and worthless □ / feel 
nothing but contempt for him/his policies. ■ to 
hold sb in contempt to feel contempt for sb. 
-2. law contempt (of court) the crime of dis¬ 
obeying the rules of a court, e.g. by being 
rude to a judge or by failing to appear in 
court when requested. 

contemptible [kan'temptabl] adj [person, man¬ 

ner, behavior] that one feels deserves con¬ 
tempt □ / think it's contemptible the way he's 
behaved toward her. 

contemptuous [kan'temptjuas] adj [person, 

look, remark] that shows contempt □ He's con¬ 
temptuous of anyone else's work. 
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contend [kan'tend] o vi -1. to have to contend 
with sb/sthg, to have sb/sthg to contend with 
to have to deal with sb/sthg that may cause 
one difficulty or problems □ Don't do it again, 
or you'll have me to contend with. -2. to con¬ 
tend for sthg [for power, a trophy] to compete 
for sthg. ■ to contend with sb to compete 
with sb for something, o vt to contend 
(that)... to claim that something is true □ He 
contended (that) his client could not have known 
the firm was exporting military equipment. 

contender [k3n'tendar] n a person who is com¬ 
peting with other people for something, e.g. 
a job or sports title □ He was a leading con¬ 
tender for the post. 

content [adj & vb kan'tent, n 'kDntent] o adj 
[person] who is happy and satisfied with 
what they have □ He seems quite content with 
his new life. ■ to be content to do sthg to be 
happy to do sthg and not wish to do more. 
On-1. the amount of a particular substance 
contained in something □ food with a high 
fiber content. -2. the things that are written 
or spoken about in a book, program, speech 
etc □ His movies are all style and no content, 
o vt to content oneself with sthg to be satis¬ 
fied with sthg □ We've never contented our¬ 
selves with coming second. 

♦ contents npl -1. [in a bottle, bag] everything 
that is contained inside something □ He emp¬ 
tied the contents of the bin on the floor. -2. [of a 
letter, document] everything that is said in a 
piece of writing □ / haven't yet seen the con¬ 
tents of the report. -3. [in a book, magazine] a 
list at the beginning of a book or magazine 
which gives the title of each chapter or arti¬ 
cle and its page number □ the contents page. 

contented [kan'tentad] adj [person] who is sat¬ 
isfied, happy, and does not want things to 
be changed □ She gave a contented smile. 

contentedly [kan'tentadli] adv [smile, sit] see 
contented □ Gary hummed contentedly as we 
drove along. 

contention [ksn'tenTn] « -(formal use) -1. [by a 

person] an opinion or idea that is expressed, 
e.g. during an argument or discussion □ It is 
my contention that the other proposal offers bet¬ 
ter opportunities. -2. [among people] angry dis¬ 
agreement or argument □ Privatization is an is¬ 
sue of contention within the government. -3. to 
be in contention for sthg to be in a competi¬ 
tion and have a chance of winning sthg. 

contentious [kan'tenfas] adj [issue, subject, de¬ 
cision] that is likely to cause a lot of dis¬ 
agreement and argument, 

contentment [kan'tentmant] n a feeling of qui¬ 
et happiness and satisfaction with one’s 
situation □ a feeling of peace and contentment. 

contest [tt 'kontest, vb kan'test] o ti -1. a com¬ 
petition, usually decided by specially chosen 
judges, in which two or more people try to 
win something □ a fishing contest. -2. a strug¬ 
gle between different people who want to 
win power □ She has little chance in the con¬ 
test for the leadership of the party, o vt -1. 

[leadership, election, competition] to try to win 
<sthg> □ a hotly contested tennis tournament. 

-2. [decision, statement, claim] to argue against 
<sthg> because one believes it is wrong or 
unreasonable (formal use). 

contestant [ksn'testsnt] n a person who takes 
part in a competition, game, quiz etc in or¬ 
der to try to win □ Our third contestant is Mr 
Knight from Stockton. 

context [’kDntekst] « -1. the words and sen¬ 
tences that come before and after a word, 
sentence etc and affect or help to explain its 
meaning □ Try to work out the meaning from 
the context. • to use/quote etc sthg out of con¬ 
text to use/quote etc sthg without its con¬ 
text, with the result that it is likely to be 
misunderstood □ These comments should not 
be taken out of context. -2. the circumstances 
in which something happens and which one 
needs to know about to understand it com¬ 
pletely □ Seen in a world context, these short¬ 
ages have little importance. 

continent ['kontinsnt] n one of the earth’s 
large areas of land, e.g. Europe, Asia, or Af¬ 
rica □ the continent of Africa or the African conti¬ 
nent. 

♦ Continent n the Continent GB a phrase used 
by people in Britain to talk about the rest of 
western Europe □ a holiday on the Continent. 

continental [,kDnti'nentl] adj -1. [waters, crust] 

see continent. -2. GB [food, city] that belongs 
to or is part of the Continent □ a continental 
holiday. 

continental breakfast « a light breakfast 
consisting of bread, rolls or buns, and coffee 
or tea, but no hot cooked dish. 

NOTE: Compare English breakfast. 

continental climate n gb a climate that is 
very hot in summer, very cold in winter, 
and usually quite dry. 

Continental Congress n the Continental Con¬ 
gress the law-making body of the thirteen 
North American colonies before and during 
the American Revolution. 

continental quilt n GB a large bag filled with 
feathers or synthetic fiber that is used in¬ 
stead of blankets on a bed. 

contingency [kan'tind33nsi] (pi contingencies) 
« an event that might happen in the future 
and might cause problems if it does □ You 
must be prepared for all contingencies. 

contingency plan « a plan that is ready to be 
used if something goes wrong. 

contingent [ksn'tindsant] o adj to be contin¬ 
gent on or upon sthg to depend on sthg that 
may or may not happen (formal use), o « 
-1. military a group of soldiers, police, vehi¬ 
cles etc that is part of a larger group. -2. (at a 
conference, meeting] a group of people repre¬ 
senting a country, organization etc □ There 
was a large Australian' contingent at our sales pro¬ 
motion. 

continual [kan'tinjual] adj -1. [noise, growth, 

fear] that continues without stopping, often 
for a long time □ We lived under the continual 
threat of starvation. -2. [demands, interruptions, 

warnings] that happen many times, often 
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over a long period of time □ There have been 
continual calls for his release. 

continually [kan'tinjuali] adv [grow, change, de¬ 
mand] see continual □ He was continually com¬ 
plaining about the food. 

continuation [kan.tinju'eifn] n -1. [of talks, 
work, a game] see continue □ We are unable to 
offer you a continuation of your contract. -2. [of a 
road, book, voyage] something which is added 
to something else and makes it longer □ My 
lecture today is a continuation of last week's. 

continue [ksn'tinju:] o vt -1. [studies, talks, sup¬ 
per] to keep doing <sthg> without stopping 
□ / intend to continue my career in France. □ The 
band continued to play or playing late into the 
night. -2. [concert, game, work] to start doing 
<sthg> again after a break or interruption □ 
‘To be continued' □ “And so we move on to our 
next topic," he continued. 
o vi -1. [noise, fighting, rain] to go on happen¬ 
ing or existing for some time without stop¬ 
ping □ If interest rates continue to rise, well be 
bankrupt before long. □ She will continue to be 
the director until we find a replacement. □ / no 
longer wish to continue as an employee of the 
company. □ The doctor told me to continue with 
the treatment. -2. [concert, game, speaker] to 
start again after a break or interruption □ 
The article continues on page 75. □ The chairman 
made a few comments and then asked me to 
continue. -3. [person, vehicle, road] to keep 
moving, traveling, or going somewhere □ 
We continued along the path. 

continuity [.konts'njuisti] n -1. the quality of 
something that develops and continues in a 
smooth way without any sudden unwanted 
changes □ The party has to ensure continuity in 
its political programs. -2. cinema & tv the cor¬ 
rect arrangement of scenes in a movie or 
television program so that one follows an¬ 
other logically and without sudden breaks, 

continuous [kan'tinjoas] adj -1. [rain, supply, 

line) that continues all the time without 
stops or breaks □ There has been a continuous 
stream of telephone calls to protest. -2. 

grammar a word used to refer to the form of 
a verb that describes an action while it is 
still happening. This form is made using the 
verb “to be”, as in the phrases “she is 
thinking” and “I was working”, 

continuous assessment n education the sys¬ 
tem of judging students’ progress regularly 
throughout a course rather than by an ex¬ 
amination at the end of it. 

continuously [ksn'tmjuasli] adv [rain, complain, 

increase] see continuous □ Their TV is on con¬ 
tinuously from morning till night. 

contorted [kan'toTtsd] adj [body, image] that is 
twisted or bent so that it becomes an un¬ 
natural and unattractive shape □ His face was 
contorted with anger. 

contortion [kan'toT/n] n a position or shape 
produced when something becomes contort¬ 
ed. 

contour ['kt>ntu3r] n -1. [of a face, coastline] the 
shape of the outside edge of something, es¬ 
pecially something that has a lot of curves □ 

Her dress showed off the contours of her body. 
-2. [on a map] a line on a map showing how 
high places are above sea level □ a contour 

map/line. 
contraband ['krmtrabasnd] o adj [cigarettes, 

goods] that are brought into a country il¬ 
legally, usually to avoid paying tax. o « 
contraband goods n Customs officials seized $3 
million worth of contraband. 

contraception hknntra'sepfn] n methods used 
to prevent a woman from becoming preg¬ 
nant □ What form of contraception do you use? 

contraceptive [.kontrs'septiv] o adj [method, 

device] that is intended to prevent a woman 
from becoming pregnant, on a contracep¬ 
tive device, pill etc □ an ora! contraceptive. 

contraceptive pill n a small pill containing 
hormones that a woman takes regularly to 
prevent her from becoming pregnant, 

contract [n 'kmitraekt, vb ksn'treekt] o n a for¬ 
mal agreement, usually in writing, that often 
concerns money in return for work, services 
etc □ a contract of employment □ The two par¬ 
ties then signed the contract. □ We won the con¬ 
tract for the new bridge. • to put work out to 
contract to employ a firm or person to do 
some work instead of doing it oneself, 
o vt -1. business [company, builder] to get <sb> 
to do some work according to conditions 
written down in a contract □ contracted labor 
□ We contracted Vincents to do the cleaning. 
-2. medicine [malaria, measles] to get <a dis- 
ease> (formal use) □ She contracted hepatitis in 
the tropics. -3. [name, word] to make <sthg> 
shorter by removing some letters. 
-4. anatomy to make <a muscle in one’s 
body> tighter and shorter. 
o vi [metal, muscle, sales] to become smaller 
□ Our business is contracting as demand falls. 

♦ contract in vi GB to agree formally, and 
usually in writing, to join or take part in 
something □ You have the opportunity to con¬ 
tract in to the company pension plan. 

♦ contract out o vt sey to contract sthg out 
[services, work] to have sthg done by some¬ 
body from outside one’s organization, ac¬ 
cording to conditions written down in a 
contract □ The university has contracted out se¬ 
curity to a private company, o vi GB to agree 
formally, and usually in writing, not to join 
or take part in something □ We are contract¬ 
ing out of the company pension plan. 

contraction [kan'tradcjn] n -1. [of a metal, mus¬ 

cle, sales] see contract □ a muscular contraction. 
-2. [of a name, word] a shortened form of a 
word or words. 

contractor [kan'traektaT n a person or compa¬ 
ny that does a particular job for another 
company, especially building or public 
works □ a cleaning contractor. 

contractual [kan'traektjual] adj [obligations, agree¬ 

ment] that is described or listed in a contract 
□ The company was accused of failing to fulfil 
its contractual obligations to employees. 

contradict [.kontra'dikt] vt -1. [person, state¬ 

ment, opinion) to show that one thinks <sb/ 
sthg> is wrong, by saying something very 
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different or disagreeing □ Why do you contra¬ 
dict everything I say? -2. [statement, claim, idea] 

to be different from <sthg> and make it 
seem wrong □ Their statements contradict each 
other. 

contradiction [.kDntra'dikJh] « -1. a difference 
between two statements, facts etc that 
shows that they cannot both be true □ There 
seems to be a contradiction between our records 
and your invoice, m a contradiction in terms a 
phrase or sentence that is meaningless be¬ 
cause it contains two different ideas that 
cannot both be true. -2. a difference be¬ 
tween parts of somebody’s character, be¬ 
havior etc that is difficult to understand or 
accept □ She's full of contradictions. 

contradictory fkontra'diktari] adj [statements, 

reports] that are so different that they cannot 
both be true. 

contraflow ['knntrafloo] n a contraflow (sys¬ 
tem) GB auto a temporary system on a road 
where traffic going in both directions uses 
one side of the road only, usually because 
the other side is being repaired. 

contralto [US kan'traeltou, GB -’tradtou] (pi con¬ 
traltos) n a woman's singing voice that is 
quite low; a woman who has this kind of 
voice. 

contraption [kan'traepjn] n a strange or com¬ 
plicated machine or piece of equipment, 

contrary ['knntrari, adj sense 2 kan'trearr] o adj 
-1. [ideas, attitudes, directions] that are com¬ 
pletely different from each other □ His opin¬ 
ions are contrary to mine and we'll never agree. 
-2. [person] who likes disagreeing with other 
people and behaving unreasonably □ My 
boss can be so contrary at times, 
o n the contrary the opposite □ He always 
says the contrary to what I say. □ "Were you 
upset?" — "Quite the contrary, I was delighted." 
■ on the contrary a phrase used to introduce 
a statement or opinion that corrects what 
has just been said or suggested by some¬ 
body else □ She's not fat; on the contrary, she's 
rather thin, m to the contrary a phrase used to 
say that the opposite of what has been ar¬ 
ranged, said etc is true □ Despite evidence to 
the contrary, many people still believe the drug is 
effective. □ If you don't hear anything to the con¬ 
trary, aim to arrive at about 7pm. 

♦ contrary to prep a phrase used to empha¬ 
size that something is true even if some¬ 
thing else makes it seem unlikely or wrong 
□ Contrary to all advice, she married him. □ Con¬ 
trary to what people say, she's not that bad to 
work for. 

contrast [n US 'kDntraest, GB -'traist, vb US 
kan'traest, GB -traist] o « -1. a difference that 
can be seen when two things are compared 
with each other □ the contrast between sum¬ 
mer and winter □ This year's performance makes 
a striking contrast with or to last year's. ■ by or 

in contrast a phrase used to emphasize the 
differences between two things □ Last year 
we did badly, but this year, by contrast, we have 
made a profit. ■ in contrast with or to sb/sthg 
in a way that is very different than sb/sthg 

□ In contrast to his sister, he works very hard. □ 
In marked contrast to earlier statements, the Gen¬ 
eral adopted a conciliatory tone. -2. something 
or somebody that is very different to some¬ 
thing or somebody else □ Their new house is a 
complete contrast to their old one. 

o vt to compare <two things> in order to 
show how different they are □ It's interesting 
to contrast the styles of the two players. □ If we 
contrast this year's figures with last year's, we 
can see an improvement. 

o vi [actions, statements] to be very different 
from each other when compared □ Blue con¬ 
trasts well with yellow. □ The two reports con¬ 
trast sharply. 

contrasting [US kan'traestig, GB -'truistig] adj 
[colors, personalities, views] that are very dif¬ 
ferent when compared with each other □ 
The room was painted in contrasting shades of 
red and blue. 

contravene [.kDntrs'viin] vt [law, treaty] to be 
against the rules or terms of <sthg> (formal 
use). 

contravention [.kDntrs'venfn] n: see contravene 
□ They attacked the town, in direct contravention 
of the ceasefire agreement. 

contribute [us ksn'tribjst, gb -ju:t] o vt -1. [to 

a fund, cause] to give <money> to help pay 
for something □ We contributed $150 toward 
the cost of the trip. -2. [to a discussion, debate] 

to make <comments, suggestions> etc as 
part of a discussion or debate □ / have nothing 
more to contribute to this conversation. -3. [to a 

magazine, book] to write <sthg> for a maga¬ 
zine, book etc □ Dr Williams has contributed 
several articles to the journal, 

o vi -1. [to a collection, charity, conversation] to 
contribute something that makes something 
increase, develop, or get better □ Everyone 
contributed in their own individual way. □ Your 
work has contributed greatly to our increase in 
profits. -2. to contribute to sthg [to an event, 

change, problem] to be one of the causes of 
sthg □ Unemployment is contributing to the in¬ 
crease in crime. -3. to contribute to sthg [to a 

magazine, book] to write articles for sthg. 

contributing [US kan'tribjatig, GB -jotig] adj 
[factor, cause] that is part of the reason why 
something happens □ Poverty is one of the 
contributing factors in the rise of urban crime. 

contribution [,kDntri'bju:Jn] « -1. [to a fund, 
cause] money given to help pay for or sup¬ 
port something □ They agreed to make a contri¬ 
bution to charity. □ a contribution of $3,000. 
-2. [to science, safety, peace] something, e.g. 
help, work, or a service, that somebody or 
something gives to help something to suc¬ 
ceed □ She has made a valuable contribution to 
medical science. -3. [to a debate, discussion] 
something, e.g. an idea or comment, that 
one contributes to a discussion or debate □ 
Thank you for that most interesting contribution to 
the discussion. -4. [to a magazine, book] an arti¬ 
cle, essay, poem etc written for a magazine 
or book □ We have received contributions from 
journalists all over the world. -5. GB finance 

money that the government takes from peo- 
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pie’s wages to pay for public health and 
pensions □ National Insurance contributions. 

contributor [kan'tribj3t3r] n -1. [to funds, a 
cause] a person who gives money to help 
pay for something □ Britain is a major contribu¬ 
tor to EU funds. -2. [to a magazine, book] a per¬ 
son who writes for a magazine, book etc □ 
Christine Lowe is a regular contributor to the 

magazine. 
contributory [US kan'tribjatoiri, GB -tribjstari] 

adj [factor, cause] = contributing, 

contributory pension scheme « gb a pen¬ 
sion scheme for employees in which pen¬ 
sions are paid for partly by themselves and 
partly by their employers, 

contrite [US kan'trait, GB 'kontrait] adj [person] 
who is sorry and apologetic for something 
they have done (formal use), 

contrition [kan'trijn] n the feeling one has 
when one is contrite. 

contrivance [kan'traivns] n -1. a machine or 
piece of equipment, especially an unusual 
one made for a particular purpose. -2. a 
clever plan or trick that is usually dishonest 
or unfair (disapproving use), 

contrive [kan'traiv] vt (formal use) -1. [meeting, 

scheme] to arrange <sthg> in a clever way, 
often secretly and by using tricks or dishon¬ 
esty □ The scandal has been deliberately con¬ 
trived by the media. -2. to contrive to do sthg 
to succeed in doing sthg difficult □ Despite 
the rain, the Finnish team contrived to produce its 
best performance all season. 

contrived [kan'traivd] adj [plot, ending] that 
does not seem natural or believable, 

control [kan'troul] (ft & pp controlled, cont 
controlling) o n -1. [of a country, organization, 

machine] the power or ability to make some¬ 
thing work or happen the way one wants it 
to □ The director has control of or over the budg¬ 
et. □ a control switch □ She lost control of the 
steering wheel, o They have made a bid to gain 
control of the business. ■ to take control [of a 

situation, game] to start to have control of 
something □ You must learn to take control of 
your own life. ■ beyond or outside one's con¬ 
trol that one has no power over and is un¬ 
able to change □ Payments will be delayed due 
to circumstances beyond our control. ■ to be in 
control to have control □ Who's in control 
here? □ They are fully in control of the situation. ■ 
to be out of control [car, crowd, disease] to be 
impossible to deal with and likely to cause 
harm □ His drinking is getting out of control. ■ to 
be under control [horse, crowd, fire] to have 
been dealt with and made less dangerous □ 
The government claims to have brought inflation 
under control. □ Don't worry, everything's under 
control. ■ to be under the control of sb [town, 

area] to be ruled or directed by sb □ The 
south of the country is under enemy control. 
-2. [of one's emotions] the ability to stop one¬ 
self from becoming too excited, angry, or 
emotional □ They just lost control and started 
shooting. -3. [of immigration, spending] a system 
or method used to limit or prevent some¬ 
thing that is harmful or unwanted □ pest/ 

traffic control □ The administration has imposed 
controls on or over defense spending. -4. [in an 

experiment] something used in an experiment 
as a standard against which the results of 
the experiment are compared. -5. computing 

= control key. 
o vt -1. [country, company, budget] to have the 
power to direct, manage, rule, or make deci¬ 
sions about <sthg> □ He controls his business 
interests from his home in Switzerland. □ a US- 
controlled company. -2. [crowd, traffic, emotion] 

to prevent <sb/sthg> from becoming too 
violent or harmful □ He found it hard to control 
his anger. ■ to control oneself to stop oneself 
becoming too excited or emotional. -3. 
[machine, car, heating] to make <a device> 
work in the way intended □ This lever con¬ 
trols the supply of fuel. □ They were living in an 
artificially controlled environment. -4. [inflation, 

costs, spending] to keep <sthg> at a particu¬ 
lar level; [disease, epidemic, pollution] to pre¬ 
vent <sthg> from spreading or getting 
worse □ The tax is intended to control the rise in 
imports. □ measures designed to control the 
spread of AIDS. 

♦ controls npl the controls the switches, but¬ 
tons etc used to make a machine work □ 
She suddenly found herself sitting at the controls 
of a 120-seater jet. 

control code n an instruction given to a com¬ 
puter using the control key and at least one 
other key. 

control group « a group of people used in an 
experiment to provide a standard against 
which the results of the experiment are 
compared. 

control key n a key on a computer keyboard 
used with other keys to enter commands 
and perform different operations, 

controlled [kan'trould] adj -1. [person] who is 
able to stop themselves from getting too ex¬ 
cited or emotional □ He spoke in a calm, con¬ 
trolled voice. -2. a controlled economy an 
economy that is directed and limited by the 
government. 

controller [kan'troutan n the head or most im¬ 
portant manager of a large organization or 
department □ The Controller of the national net¬ 
work stood by the decision to broadcast the show. 

controlling [kan'troulir)] adj [factor, influence] 

that is very important in deciding the way 
in which something happens, 

controlling interest n finance ownership of 
enough shares in a company to be able to 
direct its policies. 

control panel n a board or surface containing 
the switches and buttons used to operate a 
machine, car, plane etc. 

control room n the part of a factory, power 
station etc where the central controls for 
equipment are kept, and where operations 
can be observed and checked, often on TV 
screens. 

control tower n a building at an airport from 
which pilots are given instructions about 
taking off and landing via radio. 
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controversial [,kDntr3'v3:rJT] adj [movie, person, 

decision] that causes controversy □ The allega¬ 
tions are made in his controversial new book. 

controversy ['kDntrav3:rsi] (pi controversies) n 

a lot of argument and discussion caused by 
something that makes people feel very 
strongly □ The mayor's speech was the subject 
of much controversy. □ the controversy over the 
sale of arms to Iran. 

conundrum [ka'nAndram] (pi conundrums) n a 
confusing problem that is hard to solve, 

conurbation [,kDn3:r’beifn] n a large urban 
area that has been formed by individual 
towns growing until they join together. 

convalesce [.konva'les] vi to rest for a period 
of time in order to get completely better af¬ 
ter a serious illness or operation. 

convalescence [.kmiva'lesns] n the period of 
time in which somebody convalesces. 

convalescent [.konva'lesnt] n a person who is 
convalescing. 

convalescent home tt a place where people 
who are convalescing stay. 

convection [kan'vekjn] n the movement of 
heat through air, water etc, that happens as 
a result of warm parts rising and colder 
parts sinking □ convection currents. 

convector (heater) [kan'vekt3r-] n a heater 
that heats air that then moves around a 
room by convection. 

convene [kan'viin] o vt [meeting, conference] to 
ask people to come to <sthg> □ The meeting 
was convened last week, o vi [court, parliament] 

to come together for a formal meeting □ 
Members of the Board convened last May. 

convener [kan'viina1)] « a person who organ¬ 
izes a meeting and asks people to come to 
it. 

convenience [kan'viinjans] n -1. the quality of 
being suitable or useful for somebody by 
saving them time and trouble □ / keep my 
datebook in my car for convenience. -2. sb's con¬ 
venience sb’s personal comfort or advantage 
□ A telephone is provided for your convenience. • 
at your convenience when it is easiest for 
you (formal use). ■ at your earliest conveni¬ 
ence as soon as you can (formal use) □ Please 
reply at your earliest convenience. -3. a machine 
or piece of equipment that is useful and 
makes life easier □ The house has every mod¬ 
em convenience. 

convenience food n food, especially canned 
or frozen food, that is easy to store and 
quick to prepare. 

convenience store « a small local store that 
is open late and sells food, drink, and other 
basic items. 

convenient [kan'viinjant] adj [time, date, place] 

that is suitable for one’s needs or plans and 
helps one to avoid wasting time or effort □ 
Will Tuesday be convenient for you? □ / find a bi¬ 
cycle a convenient way to get around town. ■ to 
be convenient for sthg [for stores, facilities] to 
be close to sthg □ / chose this area because it's 
convenient for work. 

conveniently [kan'viinjantli] adv: see conveni¬ 
ent □ The hotel is conveniently situated downtown. 

convent ['kmivant] n a building where a group 
of nuns live. 

convention [kan'ven/n] n -1. the way of be¬ 
having or doing something that is accepted 
by most people □ He defied convention by 
wearing jeans. □ a social convention. -2. politics 

an international agreement about how 
countries should behave □ international con¬ 
ventions on human rights. -3. [of teachers, doc¬ 

tors] a large meeting of an organization or 
political party that is usually held once a 
year □ the Democratic convention. 

« CONVENTION 

The most important political conventions in 
the USA are the national party conventions, 
which take place every four years to choose 
the candidates for president. Party members 
come from all over the country to represent 
their state and nominate, or choose, the 
candidates for president and vice-president; 
they also help to decide party policies. Con¬ 
ventions usually take place in large halls 
filled with red, white, and blue signs and 
balloons. Important party members make 
speeches during the days before the voting, 
and there are informal parties in the eve¬ 
nings. 

conventional [kan'venfnal] adj -1. [person, 

style, taste] that is normal and traditional, in 
a way that some people may think is boring 
□ She wears very conventional clothes. -2. 

[education, medicine, method] that has been 
used for a long time and is accepted by 
most people. -3. military [weapon, warfare] 

that does not involve nuclear weapons. 

conventional oven n an ordinary oven rather 
than a microwave oven. 

conventionally [kan'venjnali] adv [dress, be¬ 

have] see conventional □ She was conventionally 
educated at public school. 

convent school n a school for girls run by 
nuns. 

converge [k3n'v3:rd3l vi -1. [rivers, paths, roads] 

to come together and meet □ The paths con¬ 
verge at the top of the hill. ■ to converge on a 
place [people, traffic] to come to a place in 
large numbers from many different direc¬ 
tions □ Rock fans from all over Europe are con¬ 
verging on London for the event. -2. [interests, 

societies, views] to become more similar □ 
The Mexican economy is beginning to converge 
with those of its neighbors. 

conversant [k3n'v3:rsnt] adj to be conversant 
with sthg [with a method, idea] to know and 
be familiar with sthg (formal use) □ I'm fully 
conversant with the latest network systems. 

conversation bkonvar'seifn] n an informal talk 
between two or more people □ / had a long 
conversation with him over the phone. □ They 
were deep in conversation. ■ to make conversa¬ 
tion to make an effort to talk to somebody, 
usually in order to be polite. 
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conversational [,kDnv3r'seiJnal] adj [style, tone] 

that is used in friendly conversation, 

conversationalist [lkDnv3r'seiJ'n3l3st] « a per¬ 
son who is interesting and entertaining 
when they have conversations, 

converse [adj us k3n'v3irs, gb 'konv3:s, n 
'kDnv3:rs, vb k3n'v3irs] (formal use) o adj [opin¬ 

ion, view] that is opposite to something, o n 
the converse the opposite of something else, 
especially something that has just been said, 
o vi to have a conversation with somebody 
□ I find it very difficult to converse with her. 

conversely [k3n'v3:rsli] adv a word used to in¬ 
troduce a situation or statement that is the 
opposite of the one just mentioned (formal use) 

□ The demand for new housing in the area has 
fallen over recent years. Conversely, the interest 
in older properties has shown a marked increase. 

conversion [k3n'v3:rJn] n -1. [to a new system, 

method] the process of changing from one 
system, method, or form to another □ Con¬ 
version from electric to gas heating could be ex¬ 
pensive. -2. CONSTRUCTION a room, house etc 
that has been changed or rebuilt for a new 
use □ a loft conversion. -3. [to a new belief, reli¬ 

gion] a major change in somebody’s religious 
or political beliefs □ His conversion to Catholi¬ 
cism came late in his life. -4. sport the act of 
kicking a rugby ball over the bar between 
the goalposts after scoring a try to score 
more points. 

conversion table « a list that shows values 
in one system converted to values in anoth¬ 
er, e.g. dollars to pounds, 

convert [n 'kDnv3:rt, vb k3n'v3:rt] o vt -1. to 
convert sthg to or into sthg [currency, machine] 

to change sthg completely so that it be¬ 
comes sthg else and can be used in a differ¬ 
ent way □ The process converts crude oil into 
petroleum. -2. [person] to persuade <sb> to 
change their religious or political beliefs or 
opinions □ At college she was converted to 
Marxism. -3. [room, house] to change or re¬ 
build <a building or part of a building> for a 
new use □ We converted our basement into an¬ 
other bedroom. -4. sport to convert a try to 
score points with a successful conversion, 
o vi -1. [person] to change one’s opinion, re¬ 
ligious beliefs, way of doing things etc to 
something very different o We're converting 
from gas to electricity. □ She converted to Islam. 
-2. [equipment, material] to be able to be 
changed and used in a different way □ The 
sofa converts into a bed. 
on a person who has been converted to a 
new opinion, or to a new religious or politi¬ 
cal belief □ a recent convert to Christianity/the 
benefits of exercise. 

converted [k3n'v3:rt3d] adj [room, building] that 
has been changed or rebuilt for a new use. 

convertible [k3n'v3:rt3bl] o adj -1. [bed] that 
becomes a sofa when it is folded; [sofa] that 
becomes a bed when it is opened out. 
-2. [currency] that can easily be exchanged 
for a different currency. -3. [car] that has a 
roof that can be folded down or removed, 
o n a car that is convertible. 

convex [kon'veks] adj [lens, mirror, surface] that 
curves outward in the middle. 
NOTE: Compare concave, 

convey [ksn'vei] vt -1. [people, cargo, luggage] 

to take <sb/sthg> from one place to another 
(formal use) □ The goods will be conveyed by 
boat. -2. [idea, opinion, thought] to communi¬ 
cate <sthg> to somebody, often indirectly □ 
/ was unable to convey to them what I thought □ 
His manner conveyed a slight nervousness. 

conveyancing [kan'veisnsir)] n law the process 
by which the ownership of a house, proper¬ 
ty etc is legally transferred from one person 
to another. 

conveyer belt, conveyor belt [k3n'vei3r-] n a 
long strip of plastic, rubber etc that moves 
continuously and is used for moving objects 
from place to place, especially in factories, 

convict [vb kan'vikt, n 'krmvikt] o vt to find 
<sb> guilty of a crime in a court of law □ 
She was convicted of fraud and tax evasion, o n 

a person who has been convicted of a crime 
and sent to prison □ an escaped convict. 

convicted [ksn'viktsd] adj a convicted killer/ 
rapist etc a person who has been found 
guilty of killing/raping etc somebody, 

conviction [ksn'vikfn] n -1. a strong belief □ It 
is my conviction that there is no such thing as a 
limited war. -2. the quality that somebody 
shows when they believe something strong¬ 
ly, and that helps them to persuade other 
people □ His words lacked conviction. -3. law a 
decision made by a court of law that some¬ 
body is guilty of a crime □ She has several 
previous convictions for shoplifting. 

convince [ksn'vins] vt to make <sb> believe or 
realize something is true, especially when 
they doubted it before □ She convinced me 
(that) she was telling the truth. □ / was unable to 
convince them of the importance of these find¬ 
ings. ■ to convince sb to do sthg to persuade 
sb to do sthg □ / tried to convince him not to 
leave. 

convinced [kan'vmst] adj [person] who believes 
something totally □ I'm not convinced of the 
need to buy a new one. □ Lorna was convinced 
(that) she'd seen the man someplace before. 

convincing [ksn'vmsig] adj -1. [person, argu¬ 

ment, evidence] that convinces people that 
something is true □ He didn't sound very con¬ 
vincing to me. -2. [win, victory] that is big 
enough to show that somebody deserved it 
□ China won the event by a convincing margin. 

convincingly [ksn'vinsirjli] adv [argue, win] see 
convincing □ He spoke convincingly in favor of 
lifting the ban. 

convivial [ksrivivisl] adj [group, atmosphere, 

welcome] that seems cheerful and friendly 
(formal use). 

convoluted ['konvaluitsd] adj [sentence, plot, 

reasoning] that is complicated and difficult to 
understand (formal use). 

convoy I'knnvoi] n a group of ships or vehicles 
traveling together, often for protection □ a 

naval convoy □ a convoy of trucks. ■ in convoy 
[drive, travel] together, one behind the other. 
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convulse [kan'vAls] vt to be convulsed with 
sthg [with pain, laughter] to shake suddenly 
and uncontrollably because of sthg. 

convulsion [kan'vAlfn] n a sudden and uncon¬ 
trollable movement of the muscles □ After 
taking the drug, she went into convulsions. 

convulsive [kan'vAlsiv] adj [movement, laughter, 

shiver] that is sudden, violent, and cannot be 
controlled. 

coo [ku:] vi -1. [dove, pigeon] to make a soft 
sound. -2. [person] to speak in a very soft 
voice, usually lovingly. 

cook [kuk] o vf -1. [meat, vegetables, meal] to 
prepare <food> to eat by heating it □ Let me 
cook you dinner or cook dinner for you. -2. to 
cook the books to change the figures in a 
company’s accounts in order to deceive peo¬ 
ple (informal use), o vi [person] to cook food; 
[food] to become cooked □ I don’t mind cook¬ 
ing tonight. □ Put the pie in a preheated oven and 
leave it to cook for 20 minutes, o n a person 
who cooks food, often as a job □ Her hus¬ 
band is an excellent cook. 

♦ cook up vt sep to cook sthg up [plan, excuse] 

to spend time inventing sthg (informal use) □ 
What are they cooking up now? 

Cook [kuk], Captain James (1728-1779) a 
British explorer who was the first European 
to discover Australia, New Zealand, and 
many Pacific islands. 

cookbook ['kukbuk] n a book that shows one 
how to cook particular dishes, 

cooked [kukt] adj [food, meal] that has been 
prepared for eating by heating □ The chick¬ 
en 's only half-cooked. 

cooked breakfast n GB a meal of bacon, sau¬ 
sages, fried eggs, tomatoes etc eaten for 
breakfast. 

cooker ['kukar] n GB a piece of equipment 
used in a kitchen for cooking food that con¬ 
sists of a grill, an oven, and some rings, and 
that uses gas or electricity, 

cookery ['kokari] n GB the activity and skills of 
cooking food □ She teaches cookery. 

cookery book n GB = cookbook, 

cookie I'koki] n US a small flat cake, usually 
sweetened and flavored and baked until 
crisp □ a chocolate cookie. 

cooking ['kukig] n -1. the activity of cooking 
food □ cooking utensils. -2. a style of cooking 
food □ French/vegetarian cooking □ Don’t you 
like my cooking? 

cooking apple n a large sour apple used for 
cooking. 

cooking oil n oil taken from a plant or animal 
that is used for cooking food, 

cookout [’kukaut] n US an event where people 
cook and eat outdoors. 

cool [ku:l] o adj -1. [room, drink, weather] pleas¬ 
antly cold □ Store in a cool place. -2. [clothing] 

made of material that is suitable for wearing 
in hot weather □ / should change into some¬ 
thing cooler. -3. [person] who is calm and does 
not show their emotions, especially when 
other people do □ Throughout the crisis she re¬ 

mained cool and in control. ■ to keep a cool 
head to stay calm in a difficult situation □ 
You'll need to keep a cool head during the nego¬ 
tiations. -4. [person, welcome, relationship] that 
is less friendly and enthusiastic than one ex¬ 
pects □ The proposals have met with a cool re¬ 
sponse from the public. -5. [idea, suggestion] 

that one approves of and thinks is good (in¬ 
formal use) □ 'Why don't we head out of town 
for a while?" — "Hey, that'd be cool!" 
-6. [person, clothes, car] that seems attractive 
and fashionable (informal use) □ Evan looked so 
cool in his tuxedo! 

o vt to make <sthg> less hot □ The engine is 
cooled by air. 

o vi -1. to become less hot □ Leave the pot to 
cool. -2. [friendship, anger, love] to become less 
powerful and intense □ My feelings toward 
him have cooled since then, 

o n (informal use) to keep one's cool to re¬ 
main calm in a difficult situation. ■ to lose 
one's cool to become excited or angry. 

♦ cool down o vt sep -1. to cool sb/sthg 
down to make sb/sthg less hot. -2. to cool sb 
down to make sb less angry or excited. 
o vi -1. [food, engine, person] to become less 
hot □ / drank some water to cool down after the 
game. -2. [person] to become less angry or 
excited □ Let him go and cool down first and 
then we can talk about it. 

♦ cool off vi = cool down. 

coolant fkudant] n a liquid used to keep a 
machine from becoming too hot. 

cool bag n GB a bag made of plastic and used 
for keeping food cool on a picnic, trip etc. 

cooler ['ku:br] us, cool box GB « a box for 
keeping food cool on a picnic, trip etc. 

cool-headed f-'hedid] adj [person, decision] 

calm and unexcited in a difficult situation, 

cooling-off period [,ku:lir)-] « a period of time 
in which two sides in a dispute can think 
more calmly about the situation before de¬ 
ciding how to act. 

cooling tower n a large round tower at a 
power station or factory in which water is 
cooled as part of an industrial process, 

coolly I'kudli] adv -1. [behave, react] in a calm 
way and without becoming excited. 
-2. [welcome, say] in a way that is less friend¬ 
ly and enthusiastic than one expects, 

coolness ['kudnas] n [of the weather, a person, 

welcome] see cool □ The Chief was praised for 
his coolness under pressure. □ He felt hurt by her 
coolness toward him. 

coop [ku:p] « a cage for small animals or birds 
□ a chicken coop. 

♦ coop up vf sep to be cooped up to be kept 
in a small space so that one feels uncom¬ 
fortable and wants to get out. 

co-op ['kooDp] H = cooperative (informal use). 

Cooper [ku:par], James Fenimore (1789- 
1851) a US writer who described life in the 
Wild West. He wrote the novel The Last of 
the Mohicans. 

cooperate, co-operate [koofipareit] vi -1. [peo¬ 

ple, companies, countries] to work together for 
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a purpose that will be good for everybody in¬ 
volved □ The two firms are cooperating on a joint 
venture to build tramways. □ The USA is cooperating 
with Canada to find the criminals. -2. (public, wit¬ 
ness] to do what somebody else wants in order 
to help them achieve something □ He refused 
to cooperate with the police investigation. 

cooperation [kou.Dpa'reiJn] n -1. [between peo¬ 
ple, companies, countries] see cooperate □ We 
need more cooperation among staff members. □ 
Our new pump was designed in cooperation with 
a company in Mexico. -2. the act of willingly 
doing what one is asked in order to help 
somebody achieve something □ / would like 
more cooperation from some employees. 

cooperative, co-operative [koubpamtiv] oodj 
-1. [child, witness] who is helpful and willing 
to do what they are asked □ The staff there 
are helpful and cooperative. -2. [work, activity] 
that is carried out by several people working 
together □ The project was a cooperative effort. 
-3. a cooperative factory/farm etc a factory/ 
farm etc that is owned and run by the peo¬ 
ple who work there, o ti a cooperative fac¬ 
tory, farm, store etc □ an agricultural coopera¬ 

tive. 

co-opt [kou'Dpt] vt to be co-opted onto a com¬ 
mittee to be made a member of a committee 
as the result of being asked by the other 
members rather than by being elected □ She 
was co-opted onto the planning committee. 

coordinate, co-ordinate [n kou'o:rdn3t, vt kou- 
’o:rd3neit] o n one of two numbers or letters 
that give the precise position of a point on a 
map or graph, o vt -1. [project, mission, cam¬ 

paign] to organize <sthg> so that all its dif¬ 
ferent parts work well together □ She's re¬ 
sponsible for coordinating policy initiatives across 
the various divisions. -2. to control <move- 
ments, muscles> etc so that they work 
smoothly together □ / found it hard to coordi¬ 
nate both hands when I started playing the piano. 

♦ coordinates npl two or more articles of 
women’s clothing that are designed to be 
worn together. 

coordination [koo,3:rd3n'eiJn] n -1. lot a proj¬ 

ect, mission] see coordinate □ Mr Evans will be 
responsible for the coordination of the campaign. 
-2. [in a person] the ability to move different 
parts of one’s body together in a controlled 
way. 

coot [ku:t] n a water bird with black feathers, 

co-ownership n ownership of something by 
two or more people or groups of people, 

cop [kDp] {pt & pp copped, cont copping) (infor¬ 
mal use) n a policeman or policewoman □ 
Who called the cops? 

♦ cop out vi to avoid doing something that 
one ought to do □ You can't just cop out at the 
last minute. 

cope [koup] vi to deal successfully with a diffi¬ 
cult situation □ / can't cope any more. □ The 
system can't cope with so much traffic. 

Copenhagen [US 'koupanheigsn, GB ,koupan- 
’heigan] the capital of Denmark and its larg¬ 
est city, population: 482,000. 

Copernicus [kou'p3:rmkas], Nicolas (1473- 
1543) a Polish astronomer who was the first 
person to suggest that the sun was at the 
center of the solar system. 

copier ['kDpi3r] n = photocopier. 

copilot ['koupaibt] n the assistant pilot of an 

aircraft. 

copious ['koupjas] adj [notes, tears, supply] that 
exists or is produced in large amounts □ We 
drank copious amounts of coffee. 

Copland ['koupbnd], Aaron (1900-1990) a US 
classical composer who used traditional folk 
music and jazz in his work. 

cop-out n something that somebody does to 
avoid doing something that they ought to 
do (informal use) □ Instead of camping they 
stayed in a hotel; what a cop-out! 

copper [’kDp3r] « -1. a soft reddish-brown 
metal that is a good conductor of heat and 
electricity. SYMBOL: Cu □ a copper mine/coin □ 
copper piping/wire. -2. GB a coin that is worth 

lp or 2p. 

copperhead ['kDparhed] n a poisonous snake 
found in the eastern USA. 

coppice ['kDpas], copse [kDps] n a small group 
of trees and bushes. 

copulate ['kopjaleit] vi [people, animals] to have 
sex (formal use). 

copulation fkopjs'leijn] n the act of copulat¬ 
ing (formal use). 

copy I'knpi] (pt 8t pp copied) o n -1. [of a work 

of art, product] something that has been made 
to look similar to, or exactly like, something 
that somebody else has already made or de¬ 
signed □ It's a copy of the original drawing. □ Lo¬ 
cal workshops make cheap copies of expensive 
watches imported from the West. -2. [of a letter, 

document, print] something that looks exactiy 
the same as something else because it has 
been printed or photocopied from it □ Can 
you give me a copy of the report? -3. [of a book, 

newspaper, record] a single example of some¬ 
thing of which many have been printed or 
made □ There's a copy in the library, 
o vt -1. [person] to try to be like <sb>, e.g. 
by dressing or behaving like them; [action, 

behavior] to do <sthg that somebody else has 
done> in order to be like them □ There is a 
danger of children copying the violence they see 
on TV. -2. [idea, piece of work, signature] to 
make or produce something that is the same 
as <sthg else>, sometimes in order to cheat 
□ / copied it from the original. -3. [letter, docu¬ 

ment, report] to photocopy <sthg>. 
o vi to cheat during a test, examination etc 
by copying what somebody else has written. 

♦ copy down vf sep to copy sthg down [notes, 

information] to make a written copy of sthg 
that is said or written □ He spoke so fast that 
we didn't have time to copy down what he said. 

♦ copy out vt sep GB = copy over. 
♦ copy over vr sep to copy sthg over [notes, re¬ 

port] to write sthg again completely, using 
the same words □ / copied over the relevant in¬ 
formation. 

copycat ['kopikaet] n a person who copies oth- 



227 
corner 

er people s behavior, ideas, dress etc (infor¬ 
mal and disapproving use) □ a copycat kilter/ 
murder. 

copy-protect vt computing to format <a pro- 
gram> so that it cannot be copied. 

copyright ['kopirait] n the right to publish, 
sell, perform etc an original piece of work 
for a period of time □ They own the copyright 
on the software. □ The work/invention Is protect¬ 
ed by copyright. □ 'Copyright reserved' □ copy¬ 
right laws. ■ to be in/out of copyright to be 
protected/not protected by copyright. 

copy typist n GB a typist who copies written 
material by typing it. 

copywriter ['knpirait3r] « a person whose job 
is to write the words of advertisements, 

coral I'kDral] n a kind of rock found on the 
seabed that is formed by the skeletons of 
small sea creatures and is used to make jew¬ 
elry □ a coral island/necklace. 

coral reef n a reef formed from coral, found 
in the tropics. 

cord [ko:rd] n -1. [for tying things] thick strong 
string □ She tied the package up with cord. 
-2. electricity a cable that contains two or 
three insulated wires for carrying electricity 
to electrical appliances □ an electric cord. -3. = 
corduroy □ a cord jacket. 

♦ cords tipl corduroy trousers (informal use) □ 
a pair of cords. 

cordial [US 'ko:rd33l, GB 'koidjal] o adj [recep¬ 

tion, welcome, smile] that is warm and friend¬ 
ly. o n a drink made from fruit juice and 
sugar to which water is added before drink¬ 
ing □ a time cordial. 

cordially [US 'ko:rd33li, GB 'koidjsli] adv (greet, 

welcome] see cordial □ You are cordially invited 
to the wedding of... 

cordless ['koddbs] adj [shaver, drill, phone] that 
works without an electric cord, 

cordon ['ko:rdn] n a barrier formed by police 
officers, soldiers, vehicles etc to prevent 
people entering and leaving an area □ a po¬ 
lice cordon. 

♦ cordon off vt sep to cordon sthg off [area, 

street] to put a cordon around sthg. 

cordon bleu [US ko:r,dDn'bIu, GB ,ko:dDn'bl3:] 
adj [cook, cooking, recipe] of the highest stand¬ 
ard. 

corduroy ['koTdaroi] tt a thick cotton cloth 
with parallel raised lines on it, used for 
making clothes □ a corduroy jacket. 

core [ko:r] o n -l. [of an apple, pear] the hard 
part in the middle of some fruits that con¬ 
tains the seeds □ an apple core. -2. [of a cable, 

planet, nuclear reactor] the central part of 
something □ the temperature at the Earth's 
core. ■ to the core completely □ The system is 
rotten to the core. -3. [of a problem, argument, 

business] the most important part of some¬ 
thing □ These proposals form the core of the 
campaign, o comp -1. a core business/industry 
the most important business/industry etc. 
-2. core subjects/a core curriculum education 
subjects/a curriculum that everybody must 

study, including e.g. math and English, o vt 
to cut out the core of <an apple>. 

CORE [ko:r] (abbr of Congress on Racial Equali¬ 
ty) h a US organization against racism, 

corer [‘kozrar] n a device for coring apples, 

corespondent bkouri'spDndant] n a person ac¬ 
cused of committing adultery with the part¬ 
ner of a person who wants a divorce, 

core time « gb the central period of the day 
in a flextime system when everybody must 
be at work. 

Corfu [ka:r'fui] a Greek island, off the 
northwestern coast of the mainland, that is 
popular with tourists. 

corgi ['ko:rgi] (pi corgis) n a breed of small dog 
with short legs and a long body, 

coriander [lkon'aend3r] a plant whose leaves 
and seeds are used as a flavoring, especially 
in Asian food. 

cork [ko:rk] « -1. the light springy bark of a 
kind of oak tree, used to make tiles, mats 
etc □ a cork mat/tile. -2. a round piece of cork 
or plastic that is used to block the open end 
of bottles a a champagne cork. 

Cork [ko:rk] -1. a county in the south of the 
Republic of Ireland, size: 7,459 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 279,427. ADMINISTRATIVE center: Cork. 
-2. a port on the south coast of Ireland. 
POPULATION: 127,024. 

corkage ['ko:rkid3l # gb a charge made by a 
restaurant for allowing people to drink wine 
they have brought with them, 

corked [ko:rkt] adj [wine] that tastes and smells 
bad because the cork has mold in it. 

corkscrew ['kodkskru:] n a device for pulling 
corks out of bottles. 

cormorant ['kodmarant] n a large black seabird 
with a long neck and hooked beak, 

corn [ka:rn] « -1. US & AUS a tall plant with 
large yellow seeds that is grown for food. 
-2. [on one's foot] an area of hard skin 
formed on the foot that can be painful. 
-3. GB any plant such as barley, oats, or 
wheat that is grown as a crop for its seeds; 
the seeds of such a plant a vast fields of corn 
□ a grain of corn. 

Corn abbr of Cornwall. 

Corn Belt: the Corn Belt an agricultural area 
of the American Midwest, including Iowa 
and Illinois, that produces large quantities of 
com. 

corn bread n a kind of bread made from 
com. 

cornea ['kodnia] (pi corneas) n the transparent 
outer covering of the eye. 

corned beef [,ko:rnd-J n beef that has been cut 
into little pieces, cooked, pressed, and pre¬ 
served in salt and usually canned, 

corner ['ka:rnar] o n -1. [of a table, page, paint¬ 

ing] the angle formed where two lines, 
edges, or surfaces meet □ She stood in the cor¬ 
ner of the room. ■ to cut corners to do some¬ 
thing carelessly or ignore rules in order to 
save time or money □ We'll have to cut a few 
corners to meet the deadline. -2. [of a street] the 
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place where two streets or roads meet □ I'll 
meet you on or at the corner of 76th and Lincoln. 
□ kids hanging around on street corners. -3. [in a 

road, path] a sharp bend □ A car appeared 
around the corner. -4. [of the earth, a country] a 
remote or distant place □ Politicians from all 
(four) corners of the earth met in Rio. -5. sport 

in soccer and field hockey, a shot taken 
from one of the corners of the field □ The 
referee awarded a corner. 
o vt -1. to put <a person or animal> in a 
position from which it is difficult to escape; 
to stop <sb> so that they have to talk to 
one □ He lashed out like a cornered animal. □ / 
managed to corner him as he was leaving the of¬ 
fice. -2. to corner the market to gain com¬ 
plete control of a particular market by being 
the only, or the main, supplier □ They've cor¬ 
nered the market in rubber goods. 

corner flag n a flag that marks the comer of a 
playing field in soccer, rugby etc. 

corner kick n sport [in soccer] = corner, 

corner shop n GB = corner store, 

cornerstone ['ko:rn3rstoun] n the cornerstone of 
sthg [of one's success, a policy, argument] the 
most basic or essential part of sthg that 
makes it possible, successful, or true □ One 
of the cornerstones of our education policy is pa¬ 
rental choice. 

corner store n US a small store, often on a 
street comer, that sells food and household 
goods and is used especially by the people 
who live nearby. 

cornet [US koir'net, GB 'komit] n -1. music a 
brass musical instrument similar to a trum¬ 
pet but smaller. -2. GB a thin crisp wafer 
shaped like a cone in which ice cream is 
served. 

cornfield [’ko:rnfi:ld] n a field in which corn is 
growing. 

cornflakes ['ko:rnfleiks] nyl a breakfast cereal 
of flakes made from corn and eaten with 
milk and sometimes sugar □ a box of corn¬ 
flakes. 

cornflour n GB = cornstarch, 

cornice ['ko:rms] « a decorative border on the 
top edge of the wall of a building or room. 

Cornish t'ko:rniJ] o nyl the Cornish people 
from Cornwall, o adj: see Cornwall, o n the 
ancient language of Cornwall. 

Cornishman ['kadmjman] (yl Cornishmen 
[-man]) « a man from Cornwall. 

Cornish pasty « GB a small semicircular pie 
containing meat and vegetables. 

Cornishwoman ['koitujwomsn] (yl Cornish- 
women) n a woman from Cornwall, 

corn oil n oil made from com and used in 
cooking, especially to fry food, 

corn on the cob « the long, round, sweet¬ 
tasting part of the corn plant, cooked and 
eaten as a vegetable. 

cornstarch [ ko:rnsta:rtf] US, cornflour ['ko:rn- 
flao3r] GB n flour made from corn, often used 
in cooking to thicken sauces. 

cornucopia [,ko:rnb'koupj3] « a large number 
or amount of good things (literary use). 

Cornwall ['ko:rnwo:l] a county in the far 
southwest of England. It is a popular tourist 
area, size: 3,564 sq kms. population: 
453,100. administrative center: Truro, 

corny ['ko:rni] (comyar cornier, suyerl corniest) 

adj [joke, movie] that one thinks is bad be¬ 
cause it is not original (informal use) □ That 

sounds so corny! 

corollary [US 'kairaleri, GB ka'robri] (yl corol¬ 

laries) n something that follows logically 
from something else □ The obvious corollary to 
increased costs is lower profits. 

coronary [US ‘ksirsneri, GB ‘kDrsnri] (yl coro¬ 

naries), coronary thrombosis [ erom bousss] 
(yl coronary thromboses [-i:z]) n a heart at¬ 
tack caused when the flow of blood to the 
heart is blocked. 

coronation fkDra'neifn] n the ceremony at 
which a king or queen is crowned □ a coro¬ 
nation ceremony. 

coroner ['korana1) n an official who investi¬ 
gates the cause of violent or suspicious 
deaths □ a coroner's inquest/report. 

Corp abbr of corporation. 

corpora ['ka:rpara] ylural of corpus, 

corporal ['ko:rpral] « an officer in the army or 
air force who is higher in position than a 
private but lower than a sergeant. 

corporal punishment tt a form of punish¬ 
ment in which somebody is hit with a stick 
or a whip. 

corporate ['ka:rparat] adj -1. [boss, affairs, strat¬ 

egy] that is connected with a large business 
□ a corporate borrower. -2. [existence, respon¬ 

sibility, effort] that is made or created by all 
the members of a group, 

corporate hospitality n things that a large 
company provides free for the entertain¬ 
ment of its clients, e.g. theater tickets or 
meals. 

corporate identity, corporate image n the 
image a large business tries to give to the 
public; the image that the public has of a 
large business. 

corporation [,ko:rpalreiJn] n -1. business a large 
company □ the British Broadcasting Corporation. 
-2. politics a group of people elected to run 
a city or town □ the Corporation of the City of 
Boston. 

corporation tax « GB a tax on profits that is 
paid by large businesses, 

corps [ka:r] (yl corps) n -1. military a part of 
the army which has special duties □ the 
medical/intelligence corps. -2. a group of peo¬ 
ple involved in a particular activity together 
□ the press/diplomatic corps. 

corpse [ka:rps] n a dead body, 

corpulent ['ka:rpjalant] adj [person, body] fat 
(formal use). 

corpus ['ka:rpas] (yl corpora or corpuses) n a 
collection of texts. 

corpuscle [‘ko:rpAsl] n anatomy a red or white 
blood cell □ red blood corpuscles. 
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corral [US ks'rasl, gb -'rail] n an enclosed area 
ror horses, catde etc on a ranch or farm, 

correct [ks'rekt] o adj -1. [answer, forecast, 

time] that is right and accurate □ Yes, that's 
correct, the answer is ten. -2. [temperature, 

amount! that is required or is the most suit¬ 
able □ Rearrange the letters in the correct order. 
-3. [behavior, dress, views] respectable or so¬ 
cially acceptable □ It was all very correct and 
proper, o vt -1. [mistake, eyesight, behavior] to 
make correct <sthg that is not correct> □ 
Correct me if I m wrong, but don't I know you? □ 
We have to correct people's impression that 
we're a failure. -2. [work, spelling] to write cor¬ 
rections on <sthg> □ Teachers have to correct 
homework in their own time. 

correcting [kaTektirj] n US the activity of 
checking and correcting a piece of home¬ 
work or an exam and giving it a grade to 
show how good or bad it is. 

correction [ks'rekfn] n -1. [of a mistake, one's 
eyesight, work] the act of correcting some¬ 
body or something □ There are a few passages 
that are in need of correction. -2. a mark writ¬ 
ten on a piece of writing that corrects a mis¬ 
take □ My teacher has made several corrections 
on my paper. 

correctly [ks'rektli] adv [answer, behave] see cor¬ 

rect □ They didn't even spell my name correctly. 

correlate pknrslert] o vt to find a connection 
between <two things> □ Research has clearly 
correlated smoking and lung cancer, o vi: These 
figures do not correlate with our findings. 

correlation f.knrs'leifn] n a connection be¬ 
tween two things □ There's a close/strong cor¬ 
relation between smoking and lung cancer. 

correspond [.kDrs'sprmd] vi -1. [names, num¬ 

bers, handwriting] to be the same or closely 
connected □ Their versions do not correspond. □ 
The minutes must correspond with or to what 
was actually said. -2. [words, ideas, jobs] to 
have the same effect, position, importance 
etc □ What does that word correspond to in Eng¬ 
lish? □ The reality didn't correspond with the de¬ 
scription in the brochure. -3. [person] to write 
letters to somebody who writes back □ 
We 've been corresponding for years. 

correspondence [.kDrs'spDndsns] n -1. [be¬ 

tween people] letters that have been sent to 
somebody; the act of writing letters to 
somebody □ / have a lot of correspondence to 
answer. □ There has been no correspondence be¬ 
tween us. □ the poet's correspondence with his 
mistress. -2. [between names, numbers, hand¬ 

writing] an agreement or similarity between 
two facts, situations etc □ It bears no corre¬ 
spondence to what was actually said. 

correspondence course « a course in which 
a student studies at home, receiving work 
from a teacher and mailing it back, 

correspondent [.kDrs'spondsnt] n a journalist 
who reports from a particular place, usually 
abroad, or on a particular subject □ a foreign 
correspondent □ a report from our Moscow corre¬ 
spondent, James White. 

corresponding [.kDra’spnndit)] adj that is the 
same, but in a different situation, position 

etc or at a different time □ In the correspond¬ 
ing month last year, inflation stood at 7%. 

corridor [US 'koirsdr, GB 'kDrida:] tt a long nar¬ 
row passage in a building or train, often 
with doors on either side □ She followed him 
along or down the corridor. 

corroborate [ka'robareit] vt [statement, theory, 

view] to support or confirm <sthg> □ Their 
story is corroborated by the evidence. 

corrode [ks'roud] o vt [pipe, metal] to damage 
or destroy <sthg> gradually by chemical ac¬ 
tion. o vi [pipe, metal] The batteries had corrod¬ 
ed completely. 

corrosion [ka'nx^n] « the damage caused 
when something corrodes, 

corrosive [ks'rousiv] adj [substance, chemical] 

that can corrode something, 

corrugated ['knrsgeitsd] adj [cardboard, roof, pa¬ 

per] that has rows of curved ridges and 
grooves to make it stronger □ a sheet of cor¬ 
rugated iron. 

corrupt [ka'rApt] o adj -1. [government, politi¬ 

cian, official] who uses their power, job etc to 
do illegal or dishonest things, especially by 
helping people who give them money or 
presents a We intend to stamp out these corrupt 
practices. -2. [person, society] that is sexually 
immoral. -3. computing [disk, data] that con¬ 
tains errors, o vt -1. [politician, official, morals] 

to make <sb/sthg> corrupt □ They were cor¬ 
rupted by wealth/power. -2. [society, young per¬ 

son] to cause or encourage <sb> to become 
involved in immoral sexual activities □ He 
was accused of corrupting a minor. -3. com¬ 

puting [disk, file, data] to cause <sthg> to con¬ 
tain errors □ The virus had corrupted the entire 
database. 

corruption [ka'rApfn] n corrupt activities or 
behavior □ official/police corruption. 

corsage [ko:r'sa:3] n a small bunch of flowers 
worn on the front of a woman’s dress, 

corset ['ko:rs3t] n -1. a tight piece of clothing 
worn in the past, especially by women, 
around the waist to look slimmer. -2. a tight 
piece of clothing that is used to support 
one’s back after an injury. 

Corsica ['ko:rsik3] a large mountainous island 
in the Mediterranean, north of Sardinia, be¬ 
longing to France, size: 8,680 sq kms. popu¬ 

lation: 250,371 (Corsicans). capital: Ajaccio, 

cortege [US ko:r'te3, GB ko:'tei3] n a procession 
of people or cars accompanying a body at a 
funeral □ a funeral cortege. 

cortisone ['kodtszoun] n a hormone used as a 
drug in the treatment of arthritis, allergies, 
skin diseases etc □ a cortisone injection. 

COS [kDs] « GB = cos lettuce, 

cosh [koj] GB o « a long piece of thick rubber 
or metal used as a weapon, o vf to hit 
<sb>, usually on the head, with a cosh, 

cosignatory [US .kou'signstairi, GB -tri] (pi co¬ 
signatories) n one of two or more people, 
countries etc who have signed a document, 

cosine ['koosain] n the ratio of the length of 
the side of a right-angled triangle that is 
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next to an acute angle to the length of the 
hypotenuse. 

cos lettuce » GB a type of lettuce with long 

crisp leaves. 
cosmetic [koz'metik] on a substance, e.g. lip¬ 

stick or powder, used on the face or body, 
especially by women, to make them more 
attractive □ a cosmetic cream, o adj [measure, 

change, reform] that only makes something 
look better without really changing what it 
is or what happens. 

cosmetic surgery n surgery that improves 
somebody’s physical appearance, 

cosmic ['kDzmik] adj -1. [ray, dust, force] that is 
connected with the cosmos □ those who be¬ 
lieve in cosmic order. -2. [scale, importance] that 
is extremely big and affects a large number 
of people □ a scandal/disaster of cosmic propor¬ 

tions. 
cosmonaut ['kDzmanoit] n an astronaut from 

the former Soviet Union, 

cosmopolitan [.kDzma'pDlitn] adj -1. [city, gath¬ 

ering] where there are a lot of people from 
all over the world □ / love New York because 
it's so cosmopolitan. -2. [person] who has been 
to many different countries and respects 
people’s different ways of life □ She has a 
very cosmopolitan outlook. 

cosmos [US 'kDzmas, GB -rrms] n the cosmos 
the universe considered as a system □ the 
mysteries of the cosmos. 

Cossack ['kDsaek] n a member of a people liv¬ 
ing mainly in southern Russia and the 
Ukraine. In the past they were well-known 
for their military and horse-riding skills, 

cosset [’kosat] vt to protect <sb> too much □ 
She was cosseted as a child. 

cost [kDst] (pt & pp senses 1 & 3 cost, sense 2 
costed) On-1. [of damage, replacement, trans¬ 

port] the amount of money needed or paid 
to buy, do, or make something □ The total 
cost will be about $50,000. □ The cost of repairs 
can be high. □ The stadium was built at a cost of 
$1 million. □ The cost to the taxpayer is put at bil¬ 
lions. □ A replacement will be provided at no ex¬ 
tra cost. ■ at cost at cost price. -2. [of one's 

health, marriage] the loss, damage, sacrifice 
etc of something that is caused by doing 
something □ He continued to work, but at great 
cost to his health. □ The cost in terms of human 
lives was terrible. □ She is determined to succeed 
whatever the cost. ■ at all costs a phrase used 
to say that everything possible must be 
done in order to avoid or achieve something 
□ We must avoid conflict at all costs, 

o vt -1. to have <a particular price> □ It cost 
me $300/a lot of money. □ How much does it 
cost? □ It won't cost much to run. □ It costs £55. 
-2. business [job, service, project] to estimate 
the price of <sthg> in advance □ The work 
was costed at $650. ■ to cost a product to cal¬ 
culate how much a product will cost to 
make, so that its price can be decided. 
-3. [job, health, marriage] to cause somebody 
to lose <sthg> □ His political views cost him his 
life. □ It wouldn't cost him much to be polite. □ 
We must succeed whatever it costs. 

♦ costs npl law -1. the expenses involved in a 
court case. -2. sb's costs business the money 
sb has to spend on running their business or 
a particular part of their business □ Our costs 
are still far too high. □ production/fuel costs. 

Costa Brava bkDsts'braiva]: the Costa Brava 
part of the Mediterranean coast of north¬ 
eastern Spain. It includes many popular 
tourist resorts. 

cost accountant n a person who keeps a rec¬ 
ord of a business’s expenses. 

Costa del Sol [US .kDstsdel'soul, GB -'sdIJ: the 
Costa del Sol part of the Mediterranean 
coast of southern Spain. It includes many 
popular tourist resorts. 

co-star on a famous actor or actress who 
appears in a movie with another famous ac¬ 
tor or actress, o vf to have <a particular 
actor or actress> as a co-star □ The movie co- 
stars Anthony Hopkins and Debra Winger, o vi 
[actor, actress] She co-starred with Bogart in 
"Casablanca ". 

Costa Rica [US .kousta'riika, GB .kDsts'rkka] a 
country in Central America, size: 51,000 sq 
kms. population: 3,300,000 (Costa Ricans). 
capital: San Jose, language: Spanish, curren¬ 
cy: colon. 

cost-benefit analysis n a study of the rela¬ 
tionship between the cost of something and 
the benefits it offers. 

cost-effective adj [business, plan, project] that 
gives enough profit in comparison with the 
money spent □ The business is not being run in 
a cost-effective way. 

costing ['kostirfi n an official estimate of costs 
or prices □ We need a detailed costing for the 
proposed extension. 

costly ['kDStli] (compar costlier, superl costliest) 
adj -1. [operation, business] that is expensive 
and wastes money □ The car is very costly to 
run. -2. [mistake, war] that causes great loss or 
damage □ It proved to be a costly error. 

cost of living n the money needed to pay for 
the things people need to live, including 
their food, home, heating, travel etc □ The 
cost of living has gone up dramatically. 

cost-of-living index n the cost-of-living index 
an index that shows relative changes in the 
cost of living at different times, 

cost price n the price of an article when it is 
bought by a retailer from the maker □ / had 
to sell it at cost price. 

costume ['kostiuim] n -1. [for an actor] the 
clothes, often typical of a particular period, 
worn by an actor in a movie, play etc □ The 
costumes were the best thing about the movie. 
-2. (of a period, country] the clothes that are 
typical of a particular period, group etc □ 
medieval/traditional/national costume □ They were 
dressed in costume. -3. [for a party] a set of 
clothes that make one look like somebody 
or something famous, funny etc □ He ap¬ 
peared in a gorilla costume. -4. GB [for swim¬ 

ming] an item of clothing worn for swim¬ 
ming, especially by women □ a one-piece 
swimming costume. 
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costume jewelry n cheap jewelry that looks 
valuable or is large and decorative. 

costume party n us a party where everybody 
wears clothes that make them look like 
somebody or something famous, funny etc. 

cosy adj & « gb = cozy. 

Cot [km] n -1. US a folding bed, usually made 
of canvas with a metal frame, that can be 
easily carried and is used for camping. -2. GB 
a bed for a baby or small child, usually with 
bars or sides to stop the child from falling 
out. 

cot death n GB the sudden death of a baby 
while it is asleep and not suffering from any 
illness. 

Cotswolds [ kotswouldz]: the Cotswolds a hilly 
area in southwestern England, famous for its 
attractive scenery and villages. 

cottage ['kotid3] n a small house, especially in 
the countryside. 

cottage cheese n a kind of soft, white, 
lumpy cheese. 

cottage hospital n GB a small hospital in the 
countryside. 

cottage industry n a small business based in 
somebody’s home. 

cottage pie « GB a hot dish consisting of 
ground beef covered with mashed potato, 

cotton ['kDtn] o n -1. farming a plant grown 
as a crop whose seeds are surrounded by 
soft white fibers used for making thread, 
cloth etc; the fibers that come from this 
plant □ a field of cotton □ cotton fibers. -2. [for 

clothes] cloth made from cotton □ a cotton 
dress/shirt/sheet. -3. [for sewing] thread made 
from cotton □ a needle and cotton. -4. US [for 

cleaning part of one's body] a mass of soft cot¬ 
ton used for cleaning wounds, removing 
make-up etc □ a piece of cotton □ a cotton pad. 
o comp [mill, industry] that produces cotton. 

♦ cotton on vi GB to understand or realize 
something, especially without being told (in¬ 
formal use) □ It took me ages to cotton on to the 
fact he was lying. 

Cotton Belt: the Cotton Belt an area of the 
southeastern USA where cotton is grown. 

cotton bud « GB = cotton swab, 

cotton candy « us a mass of soft, sticky, pink 
or white sugar threads that are eaten on a 
stick, often at fairs. 

cotton swab h us a short, thin, plastic or 
wooden stick with a small piece of cotton 
on each end, used for cleaning ears, noses 
etc. 

cottonwood ['kDtnwod] n a tree with seeds 
like balls of white cotton that grows in 
North America. 

cotton wool n GB a mass of soft cotton used 
for cleaning wounds, removing make-up etc 
□ a piece of cotton wool. 

couch [kaotf] o n a long piece of furniture 
which more than one person can sit on, and 
which usually has a back and sides for lean¬ 
ing on. o vt [reply, idea, thought] to express 

<sthg> in a particular way (formal use) □ The 
statement was couched in very polite terms. 

couchette [kui'fet] n a bed on a train that 
folds against the wall of the compartment 
when it is not being used. 

couch potato n a person who spends a lot of 
time watching television because they are 
lazy (informal and humorous use). 

cougar ['ku:gar] (jd cougar or cougars) n a large 
wild cat with brown fur that lives in the 
mountain regions of North and South 
America. 

cough [kDf] o vi to force air out of one’s 
throat with a rough sound, often to clear 
one’s lungs or throat □ / could hear him cough¬ 
ing in the next room. □ She coughed quietly, o vt 
[blood, phlegm, food] = cough up. o « -l. an 
act of coughing; the sound of coughing □ 
She gave a discreet cough. -2. an illness that 
makes one cough a lot □ He has a bad/chesty 
cough. 

♦ cough up o vt sep to cough sthg up [blood, 

phlegm, food] to clear sthg from one’s lungs 
or throat by coughing □ He told the doctor 
he'd been coughing up thick green phlegm, o vf 
fus to cough up an amount of money to pay 
an amount of money for something, usually 
unwillingly (informal use) □ / won the bet, so 
Philip had to cough up. 

cough drop n a candy containing ingredients 
to make a cough feel better. 

coughing ['kDfirj] n the act or sound of cough¬ 
ing. 

cough mixture n GB = cough syrup, 

cough sweet n GB = cough drop. 

cough syrup n a type of liquid medicine that 
one swallows to make a cough feel better, 

could [kud] past tense of can. 

couldn't ['kudnt] = could not. 

could've ['kudav] = could have, 

council f'kaunsl] o n -1. [of a city] a group of 
people elected to run the affairs of a city, 
county, large organization etc □ She works for 
the council. □ the city/student council □ a council 
meeting/leader. -2. [of representatives, members] 

a group or organization elected or appointed 
to give advice, make rules, manage affairs 
etc □ The UN Security Council is meeting tomor¬ 
row. o comp GB [housing, flat] that has been 
built by the local council for people who 
pay rent to the council □ a council tenant. 

council estate n GB an estate consisting of 
council houses or apartments, 

councilor us, councillor gb l'kaunslar] n a 
member of a council □ Councilor Williams □ a 
local councilor. 

Council of Europe n the Council of Europe an 
organization established in 1949 to promote 
European cooperation and defend human 
rights. It includes 39 European states and is 
based in Strasbourg. 

council of war n a meeting held to decide 
how to deal with a particular problem, 
threat, emergency etc. 
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council tax « GB a local tax in Great Britain 
based on the value of a building. 

counsel ['kaunsl] (US yt & yy counseled, cont 
counseling, GB yt & yy counselled, cont coun¬ 
selling) On-1. advice that is given after 
thinking carefully (formal use). -2. law a law¬ 
yer or group of lawyers who represent 
somebody in a court of law □ counsel for the 
defense/prosecution, o vt to counsel sb to do 
sthg to advise sb to do sthg (formal use) □ My 
attorney counseled me not to say anything. 

counseling us, counselling gb ['kaunslirj] n 
professional help and advice, especially for 
emotional or personal problems □ Counseling 
will be available for the families of the crash vic¬ 
tims. □ debt counseling. 

counselor us, counsellor gb [ kaunsb1] « -1. 
US a lawyer. -2. a person trained to give 
counseling □ a marriage guidance counselor. 

count [kaunt] o vt -1. [money, children] to add 
up the total number of <things or people> □ 
I counted 60 people in the line. -2. to count sb 
as sthg to consider sb as part of sthg □ / 
don't count him as one of the family. -3. to in¬ 
clude <sb/sthg> when one is counting 
things □ There are six, not counting the broken 
ones. 
o vi -1. [person] to say all the numbers in or¬ 
der up to a particular number o I'll count (up) 
to a hundred. -2. [age, sex, intelligence] to be 
important or valuable □ Enthusiasm is what re¬ 
ally counts. □ I'd like to feel my work counted for 
something. □ That doesn't count, you cheated! 
-3. [test, mark, expenses] to be considered in a 
particular way □ After 6 o'clock all work counts 
as overtime. □ All coursework counts toward your 
final grade. 
On-1. the total number reached by count¬ 
ing □ The count has risen to over a million. □ At 
the last count he'd moved nine times. ■ to 
keep/lose count to remember/forget how 
many there are, especially when the number 
keeps changing □ There are so many it's impos¬ 
sible to keep count of them. □ I've lost count of 
the number of times he's been late. -2. on this/ 
that count a phrase used to refer to a par¬ 
ticular point in a discussion □ / disagree with 
him on both counts. -3. law a charge which a 
person is accused of □ She was convicted on 
three counts of theft and shoplifting. -4. [as a ti¬ 
tle] a European nobleman □ Count Lowen- 

. stahe. 
♦ count against vt fus to count against sb/ 

sthg to cause people to have a less favorable 
opinion of sb/sthg □ Do you think my lack of 
experience will count against me? 

♦ count in vt sey count me in! I want to be 
involved too (informal use). 

♦ count on vt fus -1. to count on sb/sthg [on a 
friend, relative] to rely on sb/sthg □ You can 
count on me for help if you need it. o / was 
counting on you to back me up. -2. to count on 
sthg [on somebody's help, support] to expect 
sthg □ / didn't count on so many guests coming. 

♦ count out vf sey -1. to count money out 
[coins, change] to count money so that it 
comes to a particular amount □ The cashier 

counted out $16 in change. -2. count me out! I 
don’t want to be involved (informal use). 

♦ count up vt fus to count things/people up to 
count all the things/people in order to find 
out how many there are □ I've counted up the 
number of days that are left. 

♦ count upon vt fus = count on. 

countdown ['kaontdaon] n -1. [to lift-off] the act 
of counting backward in seconds to zero be¬ 
fore a spacecraft, missile etc is launched □ 
They had to stop the countdown. -2. [to an event] 
the period of time just before an important 
event, when people think or talk about it a 
lot □ The countdown to the presidential race has 

begun. 
countenance ['kauntansns] on a person’s 

face, especially when it shows a particular 
feeling or character (literary use), o vf [idea, 
use] to allow <sthg> to happen (formal use), 

counter ['kauntar] o n -1. [in a store, bank] a 
long flat surface that salesclerks, office clerks 
etc stand at to serve customers □ Please pay 
at the counter. -2. US [in a kitchen] a flat surface 
on top of a piece of kitchen furniture, used 
e.g. for preparing food. -3. [in a game] a small 
disk used by each player in some board 
games, o vt [criticism, argument, trend] to do 
something that reduces the effect of <sthg 
bad> □ They countered the threat with an even 
stronger display of their own power, o vi: He 
countered with more scandalous accusations of 
his own. 

♦ counter to yrey to run counter to sthg to be 
the complete opposite of sthg □ What he did 
ran counter to everything he had been taught. 

counteract [.kaontsr'sekt] vt [effect, influence, 
trend] to reduce the effect of <sthg bad> by 
doing something that has the opposite effect 
□ Our new face cream helps counteract the ef¬ 
fects of aging. 

counterattack [.kauntars'taek] o « an attack 
made to defend oneself against somebody 
who has just attacked one. o vt to make a 
counterattack against <sb/sthg>. o vi [army, 
soldiers] The opposition counterattacked in the 
media. 

counterbalance [lkaunto,'b;cbns] vt [effect, in¬ 
fluence, amount] to correct or balance <sthg> 
with something else that has an opposite ef¬ 
fect. 

counterclaim ['kauntaddeim] n a legal claim 
made against somebody who has brought a 
claim against one. 

counterclockwise [,kaunt3r'klokwaiz] US o adj 
[movement, direction] that is in the opposite 
direction to the movement of the hands of a 
clock, o adv: Turn the lid counterclockwise. 
NOTE: Compare anticlockwise, clockwise. 

counterespionage [.kaontar'espiancuj] n action 
taken by a government to limit or prevent 
espionage. 

counterfeit ['kaunt3rfit] o vt [money, signature] 
to make an illegal copy of <sthg> so that 
people will think it is real □ These coins have 
been counterfeited by an expert, o adj [money, 
coin] that has been counterfeited □ There are 
counterfeit banknotes in circulation. 
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counterfoil ['kaunt3rfoil] « the part of a check 
or receipt that the payer keeps as a record 
of how the money was spent, 

counterintelligence [,kaont3rin'telid33ns] n = 
counterespionage. 

counter lunch n us & aus a small meal 
bought at a bar, e.g. in a hotel, 

countermand [us 'kaontarmasnd, GB ,kaunta- 
‘mo:nd] vt to give an order to cancel <an ear¬ 
lier order, instruction> etc. 

countermeasure ['kaont3rme33r] n something 
that is done in order to prevent a situation 
from becoming worse or more dangerous, 

counteroffensive [.kaontgra'fensiv] « a large 
counterattack. 

counterpane ['kaunt3rpein] n a decorative cov¬ 
er placed on top of the sheets, blankets etc 
of a bed (old-fashioned use), 

counterpart ['kaont3rpa:rt] n a person or thing 
that has the same function as another per¬ 
son or thing but in a different organization, 
country etc □ The Secretary of State is having 
discussions with his French counterpart. 

counterpoint ['kauntarpoint] n the use of two 
different melodies in one piece of music at 
the same time. 

counterproductive [,kaont3rpr3'dAktiv] odj [ac¬ 

tion, decision] that has the opposite result 
from what was intended □ / think it would be 
counterproductive to confront him with it now. 

counter-revolution n a political or military 
action that is intended to defeat a govern¬ 
ment tfiat came to power as a result of a 
previous revolution. 

countersank ['kaunt3rsaegk] past tense of 
countersink. 

countersign ['kaunt3rsain] vt [document, check] 

to sign <sthg that somebody else has al¬ 
ready signed>, usually to show that their 
signature is correct or legal □ The invoice must 
be countersigned by an authorized signatory. 

countersink ['kaont3rsigk] (pt countersank, pp 
countersunk [-sArjk]) vt to give a slope to the 
head of <a screw> so that it fits a hole ex¬ 
actly; to give a slope to the shape of <a 
hole> so that a screw fits exactly, 

countess ['kaontss] it a woman of high status 
with the same rank as a count or earl, either 
by birth or marriage. 

countless ['kauntbs] adj countless people/ 

opportunities very many people/opportu- 
nities □ He told me so on countless occasions. 

countrified ['kAntrifaid] adj [area, person] that 
is typical of the countryside or has been 
made to seem typical of the countryside, 

country I'kAntri] (pi countries) « -1. [of the 

world] a part of the world with its own gov¬ 
ernment, language, culture etc □ What country 
are you from? □ all the countries of or in the 
world □ She's out of/in the country on a state vis¬ 
it. -2. the country the people who live in a 
country □ The country will not accept this new 
tax. -3. the country land that is away from 
towns or cities and is often used for farming 
□ They live in the country. □ a country boy/town □ 
country life. -4. [for walking, farming] land of a 

particular type, usually outside towns □ 
mountainous/farming country. 

country and western n a style of popular 
music developed from the folk music of 
white people in the south of the USA □ 
country and western music □ a country and west¬ 
ern song/singer. 

country club n an expensive club outside a 
city or in suburban areas where people can 
play golf and outdoor sports and take part 
in social activities. 

country code ti telecommunications a number 
that one dials before the main part of a tele¬ 
phone number if one is calling from outside 
a particular country. 

country dancing n in Britain, a traditional 
style of dancing by several pairs of dancers 
arranged in rows or circles. 

country house n a large old house in the 
country with land around it, usually owned 
by a rich or aristocratic person, 

countryman ['kAntrimsn] (pi countrymen 
[-man]) n -1. a person from the same country 
as oneself □ my fellow countrymen. -2. a man 
who has lived in the countryside for a long 
time. 

country music n country and western music 
□ a country music singer. 

country park n in Britain, a park in the coun¬ 
try, often around a large private house, 
where people can walk, have picnics etc. 

countryside ['kAntrisaid] n land away from 
towns and cities, including fields, woods etc 
□ We enjoy taking walks in the countryside. 

Countryside Commission n the Countryside 
Commission a British government agency re¬ 
sponsible for protecting the countryside, and 
for making it accessible to the public, 

countrywoman ['kAntriwomsn] (pi country¬ 
women) n a woman who has lived in the 
countryside for a long time, 

county ['kaonti] (pi counties) n -1. in the USA, 
one of several areas of a state that has its 
own local government □ The county bounda¬ 
ries have been changed again. -2. in Britain and 
Ireland, one of several areas of a country 
that has its own local government, 

county council n in Britain, a group of peo¬ 
ple elected to govern a county, 

county court n a local court of law that deals 
with less important crimes, e.g. when some¬ 
body fails to pay a debt or fine, 

county seat us, county town gb « the main 
town of a county, where the local govern¬ 
ment has its offices. 

coup [ku:] n -1. a coup (d'etat) an attempt by 
a small group of people who have not been 
elected, often army officers, to get rid of 
their government and take power for them¬ 
selves □ He came to power in the coup of 1976. 
□ There are fears of a military coup. -2. [for a per¬ 
son, business] something that is very success¬ 
ful and surprises people because it was very 
intelligent or difficult □ Winning the contract 
would be a real coup for us. 
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coupe [US kui'pei, GB 'kuipei] n a car with two 

doors and a sloping back, 

couple I'kApl] o n -1. two people who have a 

romantic or sexual relationship; a husband 

and wife □ a married couple. -2. a couple of 
people/things two people/things; a small 

number of people/things □ / was stopped by a 
couple of policemen. □ I'll see you in a couple of 
minutes, o vt -1. bail [wagons, cars] to join 

<two parts of a train> together □ They cou¬ 
pled the car to the engine. -2. to couple sb/sthg 
with sthg to think of sb/sthg as being closely 

connected with sthg □ People tend to couple 
young people with crime. 

♦ coupled with prey together with <sthg> □ 
Unemployment, coupled with high interest rates, 
is at the root of the problem. 

couplet ['kApbt] n two lines of poetry that are 

next to each other, are of the same length, 

and contain a rhyme at the end. 

coupon ['kuipDn] n -1. a piece of paper that 

gives somebody the right to buy something, 

to buy something more cheaply, or to get it 

free □ book/butter coupons □ a coupon for 10 
cents off your next hamburger. -2. a small form 

in a newspaper, catalog etc that people can 

send away to order goods, ask for informa¬ 

tion, or enter a competition, 

courage [US 'k3:rid3, GB 'kAr-] n the ability to 

control one’s fear when doing something 

difficult or dangerous □ / wish I had the cour¬ 
age to tell him what I think of him. • to take 
courage to feel more hopeful or confident 

because of something □ You should take cour¬ 
age from the fact that many people share your 
views. ■ to have the courage of one’s convic¬ 
tions to say or do what one thinks is right, 

even though it is difficult or dangerous, 

courageous [ka'reid33s] adj [person, action, 

fight] that shows courage □ It was a coura¬ 
geous decision. 

courageously [ka'reidgasli] adv [act, fight] see 
courageous □ She battled courageously against 
cancer. 

courgette [US kur^et, GB ko:-] n GB a long, 

thin, green vegetable that is fairly small, has 

white flesh, and is soft and watery when 

cooked. 

courier ['kuria1"] n -1. [for letters, packages] a 

person or company that delivers letters, 

goods, packages etc □ We will send the papers 
by motorcycle courier. -2. GB [for a travel compa¬ 

ny] a person whose job is to work for a trav¬ 

el company looking after groups of tourists 

□ a travel courier. 

course [ko:rs] o « -1. [of study, lectures] a series 

of lessons on a particular subject □ I'm doing 
or taking a course in computing. □ a science/ 
language course. -2. [of treatment, injections, 

drugs] a series of things that are planned as a 

treatment over a period of time □ My doctor 
put me on a course of antibiotics. -3. [of a ship, 

plane] the direction in which something is 

moving; [of negotiations, one's life, a country's 

history] the way in which something hap¬ 

pens □ The ship changed course to avoid the 
rocks. □ In the normal course of events, I would 

have finished by now. ■ to run or take its 
course [disease, war] to develop naturally and 
come to a natural end □ You must allow 
events to take their natural course. ■ to be on 
course [ship, plane] to be moving in the right 
direction; [person, plan] to be going or devel¬ 
oping the right way to achieve something □ 
We're on course for Jamaica, a The company is 
on course to win the contract. ■ to be off course » 
[ship, plane] to be moving away from the 
right direction □ The boat was blown off course 
by the storm. -4. a course (of action) some¬ 
thing one can do in a particular situation □ 
Your only course now is to resign. □ We took the 
only course of action open to us. -5. in due 
course at some time in the future □ Every¬ 
thing will become clear in due course. ■ in or 

during the course of sthg at some time dur¬ 
ing sthg □ I'll see you in the course of the next 
few days. □ Kay Barnes has achieved much dur¬ 
ing the course of her long and fruitful career. -6. 
[of a meal] a part of a meal served separately 

from the other parts □ The main course was 
lamb. □ the first/second/dessert course □ a three- 
course meal. -7. sport a piece of open land or 

water where a particular sport or game is 

played □ a golf course. 
o vi [tears, blood, water] to flow quickly (liter¬ 
ary use). 

♦ of course adv -1. a phrase used to show 
that one expects people to know about or 
agree with what one is saying □ Of course, 
that's not her real name. □ That's my advice, but 
it's up to you, of course. -2. a phrase used to 
introduce information that is the obvious re¬ 
sult of another action or event □ If it rains the 
trip will, of course, have to be canceled. -3. a 
phrase used as an emphatic way to say yes 
□ "Can I come?" — "Of course you can." □ "Do 
you love me?" — "Of course (I do)." -4. of 
course not a phrase used as an emphatic 
way of saying no □ "Do you want me to tell 
her?" — "Of course not." 

coursebook ['ko:rsbuk] n GB a book written 
for students studying a particular course, 

coursework ['k3:rsw3:rk] w work done as part 
of a course of study. 

court [ko:rt] o « -1. law a place where crimes 

and other legal cases are judged □ I'll see you 
in court! ■ to appear in court [defendant, lawyer, 

witness] to take part in a trial in a court □ 
Mrs Edwards will appear in court charged with 
manslaughter. ■ to go to court to have a legal 

case heard and decided by a court □ / am pre¬ 
pared to go to court over this matter. ■ to take 
sb to court to ask a court to decide a legal 

case or complaint against sb □ They've threat¬ 
ened to take us to court if we don't pay. -2. law 
the court the people in a court, especially 

the judge and jury □ This is a matter for the 
courts to decide. -3. sport an area where ten¬ 

nis and similar games are played □ a tennis/ 
badminton/squash court □ The players come out 
onto the court. ■ to be on court [player] to be 

playing on a court. -4. [of a building] a court¬ 

yard. -5. [of a king, queen] the official home 

of a king or queen; the officials and advisers 

who work there □ a court painter/jester. 
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o vt [danger, disaster] to behave in a way that 
makes <sthg bad> likely to happen; [favor, 
popularity] to try to win <sthg good> from 
somebody (formal use). 

o vi [man and woman] to spend a lot of time 
together with the intention of getting mar¬ 
ried (old-fashioned use) □ a courting couple. 

court circular n GB a column in a newspaper 
that says what the Royal Family will be do¬ 
ing on a particular day. 

courteous f‘k3:rtjss] adj [person, reply, letter] 
that shows courtesy toward somebody. 

courtesan [us ‘koirtszn, GB ,ko:ti'zaen] n a pros¬ 
titute for wealthy men or men of high sta¬ 
tus (old-fashioned use). 

courtesy ['k3:rtasi] o n good manners and po¬ 
lite respectful behavior; something polite 
that somebody says or does □ He didn't even 
have the courtesy to say "please". □ You should 
ask their permission first, as a matter of courtesy, 
o adj a courtesy bus/car etc a bus/car etc 
provided free by a company or hotel for the 
use of its customers, guests etc. 

♦ courtesy of prep -1. with the permission of 
<sb> who has provided a favor, usually 
without cost □ 'This painting is displayed cour¬ 
tesy of the National Gallery.' -2. because of 
<sthg> that has made something possible □ 
The Dutch won courtesy of a last-minute goal. 

♦ by courtesy of prep GB — courtesy of. 

courthouse ['ko:rthaus, pi -hauziz] n a building 
containing a court of law. 

courtier ['ko:rtjsr] n a noble advisor or assis¬ 
tant at the court of a king or queen. 

court-martial {pi court-martials or courts- 
martial, US pt & pp court-martialed, coni court- 
martialing, GB pt & pp court-martialled, cont 
court-martialling) o « a court in which offic¬ 
ers judge a member of the armed forces 
who is accused of breaking military law; a 
trial at this court a Corporal Havering was tried 
by court-martial, o vt to try <a soldier> by 
court-martial □ He was court-martialed for in¬ 
subordination. 

Court of Appeal « the Court of Appeal the 
highest court of law in England and Wales, 
apart from the House of Lords, where ap¬ 
peals against decisions made in other courts 
are considered. 

court of appeals n in the USA, a court of 
law that reconsiders a decision made in an¬ 
other court if somebody makes an appeal. 

court of inquiry n an official investigation 
into a serious accident, riot etc; a group of 
people officially appointed to carry out this 
investigation. 

court of law n a place where crimes and oth¬ 
er law cases are judged, 

courtroom ['ko:rtru:m] n a room where trials 
are held □ The case will be held in courtroom 
number 12. 

courtship ['ko:rtJip] n -1. [of people] the time 
during which a man and woman are court¬ 
ing □ I'Ve had a long courtship. -2. [of animals] 
the things that a male animal does to attract 

a female before they mate □ an elaborate 
courtship ritual. 

court shoe m GB a woman’s shoe of a simple 
design with a low heel and no fastening. 

courtyard [’ko:rtja:rd] « a flat area of ground 
without a roof that is surrounded by walls 
or buildings, and is part of a large house, 
castle etc. 

cousin ['kAzn] n a son or daughter of one’s 
uncle or aunt. 

couture [ko'tiuar] n (haute) couture the busi¬ 
ness of designing, making, and selling ex¬ 
pensive and fashionable women’s clothes. 

cove [kouv] h a small bay on a coast □ We had 
a picnic in a quiet cove. 

coven ['kAvn] « a group of witches; a meeting 
of this group. 

covenant ['kAvansnt] n -1. law a formal writ¬ 

ten promise to pay a certain amount of 

money every year, especially to a charity □ 
If you pay by covenant, more money actually 
reaches the charity. -2. [between people, coun¬ 

tries] a formal agreement between two or 

more people, groups, countries etc □ They 
made a solemn covenant never to mention it 
again. 

Covent Garden [us ,kAvnt-, gb ,kDv-] « -1. a 
square in central London that used to be a 
fruit and vegetable market. -2. another 
name for the Royal Opera House in London. 

« COVENT GARDEN 
Covent Garden, once the fruit, flower, and 
vegetable market for central London, is now 
an enormous covered shopping area with 
many restaurants and small stores. It at¬ 
tracts performers who entertain the crowds 
with street theater, mime, and magic shows. 
The Royal Opera House, next to the old 
market, is also known as “Covent Garden”. 

Coventry [US 'kAvntri, GB 'kDv-] -1. an indus¬ 
trial city in the Midlands, central England. 
population: 292,600. -2. phrase to send sb to 
Coventry GB to refuse to talk to sb as a pun¬ 
ishment or sign of disapproval, 

cover ['kAvar] o n -1. [of a machine, piece of fur¬ 
niture] something made of material that is 
put on top of or around something else, 
usually to protect it or keep it clean □ a seat 
cover. -2. [of a pan] a lid that fits a pan. -3. [of 
a book, magazine] the outside page that is 
usually thicker than the pages inside □ the 
front/back cover. -4. [for a bed] a sheet or blan¬ 
ket that keeps a person warm in bed □ the 
bed covers. -5. [from attacks, the weather] 
something that provides shelter or protec¬ 
tion from attacks, the weather etc □ Fighter 
planes provided air cover. □ We looked for cover 
from the storm. ■ to break cover to come out 
of a place where one has been hiding. ■ to 
take cover [from the rain, weather] to go some¬ 
where where one will be sheltered; [from 
gunfire, a bomb] to go somewhere where one 
will be safe □ Take cover! ■ under cover under 
a roof as a protection from bad weather. ■ 
to do sthg under cover of darkness or night to 
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do sthg at night so that one will not be no¬ 
ticed. -6. [for an illegal activity] a way of hiding 
an illegal activity □ The freight business is a 
cover for drug smuggling. -7. [against a risk] in¬ 
surance that will provide repayment if there 
is a fire, accident etc □ insurance/accident cov¬ 
er o / took out cover against theft of my belong¬ 
ings. -8. [of a song] = cover version, 
o vt -1. [table, book, one's face] to put or 
spread something over or around <sthg> to 
protect or hide it □ We've had the sofa cov¬ 
ered. □ The prisoner arrived covered in or with a 
blanket. -2. [ground, mountain, floor] to lie over 
the surface of <sthg> □ Snow covered the 
fields. □ Her hands were covered with or in paint. 
-3. [county, country] to spread over <a particu¬ 
lar area> □ The forest covers 20 square kilo¬ 
meters. □ His interests cover a wide field. 
-4. [case, situation] to apply to <sb/sthg> □ All 
workplaces are covered under the act. -5. to cov¬ 
er a particular distance to travel a particular 
distance □ We had covered most of the distance 
by lunchtime. -6. [insured person] to provide 
<sb> with insurance cover against some¬ 
thing □ Does this policy cover me against break¬ 
ages? -7. [subject, details] to discuss or deal 
with <sthg> □ That particular point is covered in 
paragraph three. □ Well, I think that covers every¬ 
thing. Any questions? -8. journalism to report 
<a news story> for radio, TV, a newspaper 
etc. -9. [cost, price] to be enough to pay for 
<sthg> □ $5 won't even cover the taxi fare. 

♦ cover up vt sep -1. to cover sthg up [ma¬ 

chine, face] to cover sthg so that it cannot be 
seen or damaged □ Cover yourself up with this 
blanket. -2. to cover sthg up [fact, scandal] to 
hide sthg so that people will not know 
about it □ The company tried desperately to cov¬ 
er up news of the disaster. 

coverage ['kAV3rid3] n the amount of time or 
space given to a news story by radio, TV, a 
newspaper etc □ The President's tour has been 
given saturation coverage on TV. 

coveralls ['kAvsrodz] npl US outer clothing 
worn by people in factories, on building 
sites etc for protection and to keep their 
other clothes clean. 

cover charge n -1. US a fee paid to get into 
some bars, concerts, or discos. -2. GB a 
charge made by a restaurant that is added to 
the cost of food, drinks, and service, 

covered wagon n a wagon with a canvas 
roof that was pulled by horses or oxen. It 
was used especially by families traveling to 
the west of the USA in the 19th century, 

cover girl n an attractive woman whose 
photograph appears on the front of a maga¬ 
zine. 

covering ['kAvarir]] n something that covers or 

hides something □ a thin covering of snow/dust 
□ a type of floor covering. 

cover letter us, covering letter gb « a note 

or letter sent with a package, goods, docu¬ 

ments etc, giving information or explana¬ 

tions. 

cover note n GB a short printed statement 

from an insurance company stating that in¬ 

surance has been paid for and giving protec¬ 

tion until the full contract or policy is ready, 

cover price n the price of a book, magazine, 

or newspaper that is printed on its cover, 

covert ['kouv3:rt] adj [operation, look] that is se¬ 

cret or not intended to be noticed by other 

people □ a covert military operation. 

cover-up n an attempt or plan to prevent the 

public from finding out about something 

criminal, dishonest, or embarrassing □ a po¬ 
lice cover-up. 

cover version « a performance or recording 

of a song that has been made famous by an¬ 

other performer or group, 

covet ['kAvat] vt to want <sthg> very much, 

especially when it belongs to somebody else 

(formal use). 

COW [kau] o n -1. farming a large female ani¬ 

mal kept on farms for its milk □ a herd of 
cows □ cow's milk. -2. [of an elephant, whale] 
the female of some types of large mammals, 

o vt to make <sb> do what one wants by 

frightening or threatening them □ The work¬ 
ers were cowed into accepting the terms by 
threats of dismissal. 

coward [lkausrd] n a cowardly person □ She 
accused him of being a coward. 

cowardice ['kaushis] n lack of courage □ an 
act of cowardice. 

cowardly ['kauahli] adj [person, decision, behav¬ 
ior] that shows fear and a lack of courage in 

a dishonorable way □ That was a cowardly 
thing to do. 

cowboy [’kauboi] n -1. a man who looks after 
cattle, especially one who rides horses in 
North America □ a cowboy movie. -2. GB a 
man who gives customers bad service be¬ 
cause he is careless, dishonest, or does not 
have enough experience (informal use) □ cow¬ 
boy builders/taxi drivers. 

cower I'kaoa1] vi to bend down or move back 

because one is afraid □ The child, terrified, sat 
cowering in a corner of the room. 

Cowes Week [’kauz-] n a series of yacht races 
that takes place once a year off the port of 
Cowes, Isle of Wight, in England. It is an 
important social event. 

cowhand ['kaohaend] n a person whose job is 
to look after cattle. 

cowhide [‘kaohaid] n strong leather from the 

skin of a cow. 

cowl neck ['kaol-] n a neckline of a woman’s 

sweater or dress that forms loose folds at 

the front. 

cowshed ['kaufed] n a building in which cows 

are kept or milked. 

cox [koks], coxswain ['koksn] n a person who 
steers a rowboat, especially one with four or 
eight rowers. 

coy [km] adj [person] who pretends to be shy 
or modest, especially in order to attract 
more interest or avoid saying something □ a 
coy smile. 

coyly [’koili] adv [smile, answer, behave] see coy. 



237 
craft 

coyote [kai'outi] n a small wolf from the 
plains of North America. 

cozy us, cosy GB ['koozi] (us compar cozier, 
superl coziest, GB com par cosier, superl cosi- 
est) ^ adj -1. [room, apartment, sweater] warm 
and comfortable □ It was so cozy indoors, I 
didn't want to go out. -2. [atmosphere, chat, 

gathering] that is friendly because people feel 
close to each other □ It's a pity to interrupt our 
cozy get-together, o k = tea cozy. 

cp. (abbr of compare) a word used in front of 
a piece of information that is to be com¬ 
pared with what has just been mentioned, 

c/p GB abbr of carriage paid. 

CPA tt abbr of certified public accountant. 

CPI (abbr of Consumer Price Index) n a scale 
that shows how much the prices of consum¬ 
er goods have risen over a fixed period. 

CpI abbr of corporal. 

cps (abbr of characters per second) n computing 

the number of characters of text, informa¬ 
tion etc that can be printed or processed in 
a second. 

CPS n abbr of Crown Prosecution Service. 

CPSA (abbr of Civil and Public Services Associa¬ 
tion) n a British labor union for public em¬ 
ployees. 

CPU n abbr of central processing unit, 

cr -1. abbr of credit. -2. abbr of creditor, 

crab [kraeb] « a sea creature with a flat shell 
and five pairs of legs, with strong claws on 
the front pair; the meat of this animal eaten 
as food □ crab meat/pate. 

crab apple n a small sour apple; the tree that 
this apple grows on. 

crabby ['kraebi] (compar crabbier, superl crabbi¬ 
est) adj [person] who gets cross easily and is 
unpleasant to people. 

crack [kraek] o n -1. [in a glass, cup, the ground] 

a long thin line where something has bro¬ 
ken, but not into separate pieces □ There's a 
crack in this window/the paint. -2. [in the cur¬ 

tains, a door] a long narrow gap between two 
objects □ We watched through a crack in the 
fence. ■ at the crack of dawn very early in the 
morning. -3. [of twigs, a whip] a loud sharp 
sound. -4. [about a person] a clever joke or 
funny comment, usually critical of or rude 
about somebody. -5. to have a crack at sthg 
to do or take part in sthg that one tries to 
win or do well at (informal use) □ I'd like a 
crack at the World Championship. -6.w crack (co¬ 
caine) concentrated and very addictive co¬ 
caine in hard lumps (drugs slang), 
o vt -1. [glass, paint, cup] to damage <sthg> 
so that it has a crack or cracks □ The frost 
had cracked the pipe. -2. [nut, safe] to open 
<sthg> using force, sometimes by breaking 
it □ Crack the eggs on the side of the cup. ■ to 
crack open a bottle to open a bottle of wine, 
champagne etc to celebrate something. 
-3. [whip, one's fingers] to make a sharp 
sound with <sthg>. -4. [head, knee] to hit 
<part of one’s body> sharply and painfully 
against something hard □ He fell over and 
cracked his head on the chair. -5. [problem, code] 

to solve or find the answer to <sthg> after 

much time and effort □ We've cracked it! 
-6. to crack a joke to make a joke (informal 
use). 

o vi -1. [glass, paint, cup] The ice cracked under 
my feet. □ My lips are cracking in the cold. 
-2. [whip] The dry twigs cracked beneath our 
feet. -3. [person] to lose one’s self-control as 

a result of great difficulty, stress, or pressure 

□ His voice cracked with emotion. -4. [marriage, 
system] to stop working properly as a result 

of difficulties that have existed for a long 

time. -5. to get cracking to start doing some¬ 

thing immediately; to speed up when doing 

something (informal use) □ Come on, let's get 
cracking! 

o adj [troops, regiment, team] that is highly 

trained and very skillful □ He's a crack shot 
with a rifle. 

♦ crack down vi [police, government] to take 

strong action to try to stop something that 

is wrong □ The administration intends to crack 
down on crime. 

♦ crack up vi to go crazy as a result of stress 

or pressure (informal use). 

crackdown ['kraekdaun] n [on crime, drugs] 
strong official action to try to stop illegal ac¬ 

tivities □ The government is planning a crack¬ 
down on tax-evaders. 

cracked [kraekt] adj -1. [glass, paint, skin] that is 

damaged with a crack or cracks. -2. to be 

cracked to be crazy (informal use). 

cracker ['kraek3r] n -1. a thin hard biscuit that 

is not sweet and is usually eaten with 

cheese. -2. GB = Christmas cracker. 

crackle ['kraskl] o n a series of loud but very 

short sounds made by a fire, or by a tele¬ 

phone or radio that does not work correctly 

□ There's a lot of crackle on the line, o vi [fire, 
radio, loudspeaker] to make a crackle. 

crackling ['kraeklig] n -1. [on a telephone, radio] 
crackles □ We could hear the crackling of the 
fire. -2. cooking the crispy skin on roasted 
pork. 

crackpot [’kraekpot] o adj [idea, scheme, letter] 
that is crazy in an impractical way (informal 
use). On a person with crackpot ideas (infor¬ 
mal use). 

cradle ['kreidl] o « -1. [for a baby] a small bed, 

usually shaped like a box with a curved 

base so that it can be rocked from side to 

side. -2. the cradle of sthg [of civilization, a 
movement] the place where something be¬ 

gan. -3. [on a building, ship] an open box that 

can be moved on ropes up and down the 

outside of tall buildings and ships so that 

people can paint, do repairs, clean windows 

etc. o vt [baby, bottle, glass] to hold <sb/ 

sthg> gently and carefully in one’s arms, es¬ 

pecially rocking them from side to side □ 
She cradled the child in her arms. 

craft [US krasft, GB krcnft] (pi sense 2 craft) n 
-1. a job or activity that involves making 

things with one’s hands, especially a tradi¬ 

tional skill such as making pottery or furni¬ 

ture; the work produced by such a skill □ a 
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craft fair/exhibition. -2. a boat, ship, hovercraft, 

or other vehicle used on or under water, 

craftsman [US 'kraeftsman, GB 'krcufts-] (pi 
craftsmen [-man]) n a person who knows a 

craft and does skilled work with their 

hands; a person who uses great skill, 

thought, and care in any activity, e.g. music 

or sports □ Skilled craftsmen who can do this 
kind of work are fast disappearing. □ He's a real 
craftsman. 

craftsmanship [US 'kraeftsmanfip, GB 'kraifts-] n 

the skill or ability of a craftsman; the skilled 

work that a craftsman produces, 

crafty [US 'kraefti, GB 'kraifti] (compar craftier, 
superl craftiest) adj [person] who is good at 

deceiving other people in order to get what 

they want □ That was a crafty move! 

crag [kraeg] n a high steep rock or cliff, 

craggy [’kraegi] (compar craggier, super! craggi¬ 
est) adj -1. [mountain, slope] that is steep and 

rocky. -2. [face, features] that looks attractive 

in a rough way, with large bones and deep 

lines. 

cram [knem] (pt & pp crammed, cont cram¬ 
ming) o vf to push or force <clothes, food, 

people> etc into a small space with the re¬ 

sult that it is full □ He crammed the cake into 
his mouth. □ We were all crammed into one small 
car. □ His head is crammed with useless facts. □ 
I crammed in as much as I could during the trip, 
o vi [for an examination, test] to learn a lot of 

facts as quickly as possible □ She was up all 
night cramming for her final exam. 

cramp [kraemp] o it pain and an inability to 

move that is caused by a muscle suddenly 

becoming very stiff □ stomach cramps □ I've 
got a cramp US or cramp GB in my leg. o vt 
[somebody's progress, movement, prospects] to 

stop <sthg> from developing or working as 

well as it could. 

cramped [kraempt] adj [room, office] that is too 

small. ■ to be cramped (for space) [person] not 

to have enough space n We're beginning to 
feel cramped in our present house. 

crampon ['kraemprai] n a piece of metal with 

sharp spikes that is fixed under shoes to 

make climbing or walking on ice easier, 

cranberry [US ‘kraenberi, GB -ban] (pi cran¬ 
berries) n a small red berry with a sour taste 

that grows on a low bush and is used in 

sauces for turkey and duck □ cranberry sauce. 

crane [krein] o n -1. a large machine for lift¬ 

ing heavy objects that has a cable fixed to a 

long movable arm. -2. a tall bird with long 

legs and a long neck that lives near water, 

o vt to stretch cone’s neck or head> for¬ 

ward, usually in order to see something, o vi: 
I craned forward to get a better view. 

crane fly n an insect with wings and very 

long legs that can fly. 

cranium ['kreinjam] (pi craniums or crania 
[-nja]) n the curved part of the skull that co¬ 

vers the brain. 

crank [kraerjk] o n -1. technology a handle 

which, when it is turned, causes something 

to move. -2. a person who behaves in a 

strange way and often has unusual ideas (in¬ 
formal use) □ Some crank rang up claiming he 
was a terrorist, o vt -1. to cause <sthg> to 
move by turning a handle □ She cranked the 
shutters down. -2. auto [engine, car] to try to 
start <sthg> by turning a crank, 

crankshaft [US 'kraegkjaeft, GB -Jaift] tt a metal 
rod in the engine of a vehicle that is turned 
by the pistons and so makes the wheels in 
the gearbox turn. 

cranky ['kraegki] (compar crankier, superl cranki¬ 
est) adj -1. US [person] bad-tempered □ 
There's no need to get cranky with me. -2. [per¬ 
son, ideas, habits] strange and unusual (infor¬ 
mal use) □ a cranky old man. 

cranny ['kraeni] (pi crannies) n —» nook, 

crap [krasp] n -l.T excrement (vulgar use). -2. 
something worthless, untrue, or unimpor¬ 
tant (very informal use) □ What a load of crapI 

crappyv ['kraspi] (compar crappier, superl crap- 
piest) adj [movie, party, idea] that one thinks is 
very bad (very informal use), 

crash [kraej] o « -1. [in a vehicle] an accident in 
which a moving vehicle hits something, e.g. 
another vehicle, and is badly damaged □ He 
was killed in a car/plane crash. □ They had a crash 
on the way to work. -2. [of something breaking] a 
sudden loud noise, usually caused by some¬ 
thing hitting something or by something 
breaking □ From the kitchen came a sudden 
crash. -3. finance the sudden and serious fail¬ 
ure of a company or business institution □ 
the Wall Street Crash. 
o vt [car, airplane] to have a crash in <a vehi- 
cle> □ She crashed her car into a tree, 
o vi -1. [car, airplane, person] to have a crash 
□ We crashed into the car in front. -2. [object] to 
hit or fall onto something, making a sudden 
loud noise □ The bottle crashed to the floor. 
-3. finance [company, stock market] to fail sud¬ 
denly and seriously; [currency] to fall sudden¬ 
ly in value by a large amount □ The firm 
crashed with debts of $7 million. □ The Spanish 
peseta crashed on the currency markets yester¬ 
day. -4. computing [computer, system] to stop 
working suddenly. 

crash barrier n a strong low fence that is de¬ 
signed to hold back crowds, stop cars leav¬ 
ing a road etc. 

crash course n a course of lessons intended 
to teach the most important aspects of a 
subject as quickly as possible □ a crash course 
in computing. 

crash diet n a diet intended to make some¬ 
body lose a lot of weight as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. 

crash-dive vi [submarine, plane] to move sud¬ 
denly downward, usually to avoid an at¬ 
tack. 

crash helmet n a strong hat worn by motor¬ 
cyclists, racing drivers etc to protect their 
heads. 

crash-land o vf to land <an airplane> in an 
emergency, trying to cause as little damage 
as possible, o vi [airplane, pilot] They were 
forced to crash-land in a field. 
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crash landing n: see crash-land □ We were 
forced to make a crash landing in the ocean. 

crass [krass] adj (person, remark, behavior] that is 
stupid and shows a lack of sympathy or re¬ 
spect for other people. 

crate [kreit] n a large box, usually made of 
wood or plastic, that is used for transporting 
and storing things; the contents of a crate □ 
a miik crate □ a crate of milk. 

crater ['kreit3r] n -1. a round hole in the 
ground, especially one made by an explo¬ 
sion; a similar hole on the surface of the 
Moon □ The meteorite left a 200m-wide crater. 
□ a bomb crater. -2. a deep round hole in the 
top of a volcano. 

cravat [kra'vaet] n a piece of clothing worn by 
men around their neck and folded inside the 
top of a shirt. 

crave [kreiv] o vt [affection, wealth, cigarette] to 
want <sthg> very much, especially in a way 
that is difficult to control □ He never gave her 
the love she craved, o vi to be craving for sthg 
to want sthg very much. 

craving f'kreivirj] n a strong desire for some¬ 
thing that is difficult to control □ I had a sud¬ 
den craving for chocolate. □ a constant craving for 
attention. 

crawl [krorl] o vi -t. [person] to move slowly 
on one’s hands and knees or with one’s 
body on the ground □ He crawled along the 
window ledge. -2. [insect, worm] to move 
slowly along a surface. -3. [car, traffic, crowd] 

to move somewhere very slowly □ I'Ve 

crawled along at 15 miles an hour. -4. to be 
crawling with tourists/maggots etc to be cov¬ 
ered with or full of tourists/maggots etc (in¬ 
formal use) □ When we got there, the place was 
crawling with police/reporters. -5. to crawl to sb 
to try to become liked by sb more impor¬ 
tant by praising them, agreeing with them 
etc all the time (informal and disapproving use) 
□ Stop crawling I 

on-1. a crawl a very slow speed □ Wedroveata 
crawl. □ Traffic had slowed to a crawl. -2. the crawl 
a way of swimming on one’s stomach by mov¬ 
ing one’s arms over one’s head, one after 
the other, and kicking one’s legs. 

crawler lane fkroxla1"-] « GB a lane on a road 
that is for vehicles which are moving slow¬ 
ly, especially on a hill. 

crayfish ['kreifij] (pi crayfish or crayfishes) n a 
small shellfish, similar to a lobster, that lives 
in rivers and lakes; the meat of this shellfish 
eaten as food. 

crayon ['kremn] m a colored pencil or stick of 
colored wax or chalk that is used for draw¬ 
ing □ a box of crayons. 

craze [kreiz] n something such as an activity 
or a way of dressing that is very popular for 
a short time, especially among young people 
□ the latest dance craze. 

crazed [kreizd] adj [mob, gunman, behavior] who 
is wild and excited in a way that is frighten¬ 
ing □ They were half crazed with fear. 

crazy ['kreizi] (compar crazier, superl craziest) 
adj (informal use) -1. [person, idea, behavior] 

that is very foolish □ It would be crazy to give 
up now. ■ to drive sb crazy to annoy sb very 
much □ That noise is driving me crazy. ■ to go 

crazy to become very angry □ When I told him 
he went crazy and started shouting. -2. to be 

crazy about sthg to be very interested in and 
enthusiastic about sthg □ I'm not crazy about 
the idea. ■ to be crazy about sb to be in love 
with sb in a way that one cannot control. 

Crazy Horse (1849-1877) a leader of the 
Sioux people, who defeated the US army at 
the batde of the Little Bighorn, 

crazy paving n GB pieces of flat stone that 
have irregular shapes and are fitted together 
to make a path or garden terrace. 

CRE n abbr of Commission for Racial Equality, 

creak [kri:k] o n a sound like the one that is 
made by a loose floorboard when somebody 
steps on it. o vi [door, bed] to make creaks □ 
The floorboards creak when you walk on them. 

creaky [’kriiki] (compar creakier, superl creaki¬ 
est) adj [door, bed, floorboard] that creaks, 

cream [kri:m] o « -l. [in milk] the thick 
yellow-white liquid that rises to the top of 
milk; an artificial mixture with a similar 
taste and appearance that is used in making 
food □ a fresh cream cake □ strawberries and 
cream □ cream of chicken soup. -2. [for one's 
skin] a thick liquid or smooth paste that one 
rubs into one’s skin as a cosmetic or medi¬ 
cine □ a tube of suntan cream. -3. a food, can¬ 
dy, or cookie containing cream or a similar 
smooth mixture □ chocolate creams. -4. [color] 
a white color with a little yellow in it □ Do 
you have the same dress in cream? -5. the 
cream the best people or things in a group □ 
We recruit from the cream of British graduates, 
o vt [potatoes, ingredients] to mix <food> so 
that it becomes smooth and soft, often by 
adding milk, cream, or butter □ creamed pota¬ 
toes □ Cream the butter and sugar in a bowl, 
o adj [wall, shirt] that is the color of white 
with a litde yellow in it. 

♦ cream off vt sep to cream off the profits/the 

best students etc to separate the profits/the 
best students etc from the rest for one’s 
own benefit. 

cream cake n a cake or roll containing cream, 

cream cheese n a soft white cheese with a 
rich flavor. 

cream cracker n GB a dry unsweetened crack¬ 
er that is often eaten with cheese, 

cream of tartar n a white powder that is 
mixed with baking soda to make baking 
powder. 

cream tea « GB an afternoon meal that con¬ 
sists of tea with scones, jam, and whipped 
cream. 

creamy [kriimt ] (compar creamier, superl 
creamiest) adj -1. [coffee, pudding] that tastes 

of or contains cream. -2. [liquid, soup, paint] 

that is thick and smooth □ This cheese has a 
deliciously creamy texture. -3. [silk, flower] that 

is yellow-white in color, 

crease [kriis] o n -l. a straight line on a piece 

of clothing that is made by folding and 
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pressing it □ / can never get the creases right 
when I iron my pants. -2. an irregular line 
where cloth, paper etc has been folded or 
crushed in a way that is not intentional-□ I'll 
just iron these jeans quickly to get rid of the 
creases, o vt [skirt, paper] to make a crease or 
creases in <sthg>. o vi [skirt, paper] to be¬ 
come creased □ The beauty of this shirt is that it 
doesn't crease. -2. [face, forehead] to get lines 
on it because one is frowning, smiling etc. 

creased [kriist] adj [skirt, paper] that has irregu¬ 
lar lines in it as a result of being crushed □ 
My jacket got creased on the plane. 

crease-resistant adj [fabric, shirt] that does not 
crease easily. 

create [krn'eit] vt -1. [poem, painting, style] to 
produce <sthg new>, especially using one’s 
imagination □ In the 1960s, he created a look 
that was to last a generation. -2. [employment, 

risk, problem] to cause <sthg> to exist or de¬ 
velop □ A number of new jobs have been creat¬ 
ed. □ It's important to create a good impression. 

creation [krk'eifn] n -1. see create □ the creation 
of a new training program. -2. the whole uni¬ 
verse and everything in it (literary use). -3. 
something created with imagination or skill, 
e.g. a work of art, a hairstyle, or a meal □ 
The Paris fashion designers are showing their lat¬ 
est creations. 

creative [krifeitiv] adj [person, design, writing] 

that uses new, original, and imaginative 
ideas, especially in an artistic way □ a design¬ 
er with creative flair. 

creativity [.kriiei'tivati] n [of a person, idea] the 
quality of being creative □ We're looking for 
somebody with flair and creativity. 

creator [kri:'eit3r] n [of a story, idea] a person 
who makes, produces, or invents something 
□ a new film from the creators of "Delicatessen". 

creature ['kriitJar] « -1. a living animal, bird, 
fish, insect etc □ sea creatures. -2. a word 
used to describe a person who has a particu¬ 
lar quality □ What an extraordinary creature your 
mother is! □ Most of us are creatures of habit. 

creche [kref] « GB a place, especially one pro¬ 
vided at a place of work, where babies and 
small children are looked after while their 
parents work □ With our creche facilities, you 
can shop with peace of mind. 

credence ['krkdns] n to give or lend credence 
to sthg [to a story, claim, promise] to make 
sthg seem more likely to be true □ This evi¬ 
dence lends further credence to his case. 

credentials [kra'denflz] npl -1. sb's credentials 
ability, knowledge, experience etc that show 
that somebody is suitable for a job or posi¬ 
tion or has reached a high standard □ No one 
doubts her credentials as an artist. -2. a letter or 
other document that proves that somebody 
is who or what they say they are □ The re¬ 
ceptionist asked him for his credentials. 

credibility fkreds'bilsti] «: see credible □ She's 
lost all political credibility. 

credible ['kredabl] adj [excuse, person, policy] 

that can be believed, trusted, or taken seri¬ 

ously □ The company has no credible strategy 
for market development. 

credit ['kredst] o n -1. [with a store, bank] a sys¬ 
tem of paying for goods or services some 
time after they have been received; an ar¬ 
rangement for somebody to pay in this way 
□ We regret that we are unable to give credit.' ■ 
to be in credit [bank account, customer] to have 
money available for use and not be over¬ 
drawn. ■ to buy sthg on credit to take sthg 
and use it immediately without having to 
pay for it until later. -2. [for an achievement] 
praise or approval given to somebody for 
something they have done □ She took or got 
all the credit for the invention. ■ to sb's credit a 
phrase used to draw attention to something 
good that somebody has done, especially 
when they are also being criticized for 
something else □ To his credit, he was quick to 
rectify the mistake. ■ to do sb credit [action, atti¬ 
tude] to make sb deserve praise or approval 
□ Your honesty does you credit. ■ to give sb 
credit for sthg to say or admit that sb has 
done sthg good □ She works much harder than 
people give her credit for. ■ to have sthg to 
one's credit to have already achieved or 
completed sthg successfully □ With three hit 
musicals to his credit, he is now going into 
movies. -3. education a pass in one part of a 
course at a college or university. -4. finance 
a sum of money that is added to some¬ 
body's account □ The statement shows a credit 
of $90. □ a credit transfer. 

o vt -1. finance to add <a sum of money> to 
an account □ We have credited the dividend to 
your account. □ Your account has been credited 
with $100. -2. [statement, story] to believe 
<sthg unlikely or unexpected> o Can you 
credit it? The package still hasn't arrived! -3. to 
credit sb with sthg [with common sense, tact] 
to believe or say that sb has sthg □ Credit me 
with at least some intelligence! ■ to be credited 
with sthg to be generally believed to be re¬ 
sponsible for sthg □ He's credited with having 
invented television. 

♦ credits npl the list of people who helped to 
make a movie or TV program that appears 
at the beginning or end of it. 

creditable ['kredstsbl] adj [effort, attempt, perfor¬ 
mance] that is good enough to deserve praise 
or approval □ She gave a creditable perfor¬ 
mance in the preliminary rounds. 

credit account n GB an account at a store 
that allows a customer to take goods away 
and pay for them later. 

credit broker n a person or company whose 
job is to find the best place for people to 
borrow money. 

credit card n a small plastic card that is given 
to a customer by a bank, finance company, 
or store and is used to buy goods on credit 
□ Can I pay by credit card? □ a credit-card 
purchase/customer. 

credit control n -1. a company’s system of 
control for checking that customers do not 
spend more than their credit limit. -2. limits 
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on the amount of money a bank can lend 
that are decided by the government, 

credit facilities npl an arrangement with a 
bank, supplier etc that allows a customer to 
buy things on credit. 

credit line us, credit limit gb « the largest 
amount of money that a customer of a 
bank, store, company etc can have on cred¬ 
it, especially when using a credit card or 
credit account. 

credit note n -1. a piece of paper that a store 
gives instead of money to a customer who 
returns goods, and that allows the customer 
to buy other goods of the same value. -2. a 
letter sent by a supplier to a customer to tell 
them the supplier owes them money, 

creditor ['kred3t3r] n a person or company 
that somebody owes money to. 

credit rating n an estimate of how likely a 
person is to pay back money that they bor¬ 
row, used to calculate their credit line, 

credit squeeze n a period when the govern¬ 
ment makes it difficult to borrow money, 
usually to reduce spending or inflation, 

credit transfer n a payment of money direct¬ 
ly from one bank account to another, rather 
than by cash, check etc. 

credit union « us & AUS a kind of savings 
bank that gives better terms to particular 
kinds of people, e.g. students or members of 
a labor union. 

creditworthy ['kred3tw3:rdi[ adj [person, compa¬ 
ny, project] that it is safe to lend money or 
give credit to. 

credulity [kra'dJudati] n: see credulous (formal 
use). 

credulous f'kred.^olas] adj [person] who is too 
willing to believe what other people say 
without real proof □ He somehow duped doz¬ 
ens of credulous Investors. 

Cree [kri:] n a member of a Native American 
people living mainly in Canada and Mon¬ 
tana; the language of this people, 

creed [kri:d] « -1. a set of beliefs and princi¬ 
ples that are usually shared by many people 
□ They embraced the creed of socialism. -2. a 
religion □ people of every color and creed. 
-3. the Creed a short statement of Christian 
beliefs that is spoken as part of some church 
services. 

creek [krirk] n -1. US a small narrow river or 

stream. -2. GB a long narrow area of water 

that reaches inland from the sea. 

Creek n a member of a Native American peo¬ 
ple who used to live in Georgia and Ala¬ 
bama; the language of this people, 

creep [kri:p] (pt & pp crept) o vi -1. [person, 
animal] to move somewhere quietly and 
carefully to avoid being noticed □ The burglar 
crept through the house. □ The cat crept toward 
the mouse. -2. [cloud, traffic, time] to move in a 
particular direction very slowly □ The cars 
crept along at a walking pace. □ Our debts have 
crept up to over $1 million. -3. to creep (up) to 
sb to try to become liked by sb important 
by praising them, agreeing with them etc all 

the time (informal and disapproving use) □ / see 
you've been creeping (up) to the boss again, o n 
a person who one dislikes (informal use) □ 
He's a real creep! 

♦ creeps npl to give sb the creeps to make sb 
feel fear, disgust, or strong dislike (informal 
use) □ There's something about that guy that 
gives me the creeps. 

♦ creep in vi [mistakes, idea, fear] to begin to 
appear □ A hint of doubt crept into his voice. 

♦ creep up on vt fus -1. to creep up on a 
person/an animal to creep toward another 
person/animal, usually from behind. -2. to 
creep up on sb [feeling, time] to get slowly 
closer to sb in a way that is not always no¬ 
ticeable □ Old age is creeping up on me. □ The 
deadline is creeping up on us. 

creeper ['kri:p3r] « a long plant that grows 
along the ground, up walls etc. 

creeping ['kriipirj] adj [inflation, paralysis] that 
increases or spreads slowly and causes dam¬ 
age. 

creepy f'kriipi] (compar creepier, superl creepi¬ 
est) adj [story, person, place] that makes one 
feel fear, disgust, or strong dislike (informal 
use) □ Their house is dark and creepy. 

creepy-crawly [-'krodi] (pi creepy-crawlies) n 
an insect that one finds unpleasant or that 
makes one nervous or afraid (informal use), 

cremate [US 'krfimeit, GB krs'meit] vt to bum 
<the body of a dead person>. 

cremation fkra'meifn] n: see cremate □ After the 
cremation, we all went back to my uncle's house. 

crematorium [us .kriima'tomam, GB ,krem-] (pi 
crematoriums or crematoria [-ria]) n a building 
where the bodies of dead people are cremat¬ 
ed. 

crematory [US 'kriimatoiri, GB 'kremstri] (pi 
crematories) n US = crematorium, 

creosote ['kriasout] o « a brown liquid with a 
strong smell that is used to preserve wood, 
o vt [fence, shed] to paint <sthg made of 
wood> with creosote. 

crepe [kreip] n -1. clothing a light thin fabric 
such as cotton or wool that has an uneven 
surface □ a crepe blouse/dress. -2. [for shoes] a 
kind of strong rubber with an uneven sur¬ 
face that is used for making the soles of 
shoes. -3. cooking a thin pancake, 

crepe bandage n GB a long piece of white 
flexible fabric with an uneven surface that is 
used for covering and protecting cuts and 
injuries. 

crepe paper n thin brightly-colored paper 
with an uneven surface that is used for 
making decorations and wrapping gifts, 

crepe-soled shoes [-sould-] npl shoes with 
thick soles made of crepe rubber, 

crept [krept] past tense & past participle of 
creep. 

Cres abbr of crescent. 

crescendo [kri'fendou] (pi crescendos) n -1. [of 

noise, applause] a sudden increase in the 
loudness of something □ There was a crescen¬ 
do of clapping and cheering from the audience. 
-2. to rise to or reach a crescendo [noise, pro- 
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test] to increase gradually and reach a climax 
□ The music reached a crescendo, then suddenly 

stopped. 

crescent [US 'kresnt, GB 'krez-1 on-1. a curved 
shape like that of the Moon when it is less 
than half full. -2. a street or line of houses 
that forms a curve, o adj [shape, Moon] that 
has the shape of a crescent, 

cress [kres] n a very small plant with small 
leaves that have a strong taste and are eaten 
raw in salads and sandwiches, 

crest [krest] n -1. [of a bird] a group of feathers 
growing upward on a bird’s head. -2. [of a 

hill, wave] the top or highest part of a hill or 
wave. -3. [of a family, institution] a small de¬ 
sign used on furniture, writing paper etc as 
the symbol of a family, town, or organiza¬ 
tion □ the family crest. 

crestfallen ['krestforfon] adj [person] who is dis¬ 
appointed and sad □ She looked crestfallen 
when I told her the news. 

Crete [kriit] a Greek island in the eastern 
Mediterranean, size: 8,336 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 536,980 (Cretans). 

cretin [US 'kri:tn, GB 'kretin] n a person who 
one thinks is very stupid (informal use), 

crevasse [kra'vaes] n a long deep hole in thick 

ice. 

crevice ['krevas] n a long narrow space or 
hole in a rock, wall etc. 

crew [km:] n -1. the people who work on a 
ship, plane, ambulance or other vehicle □ an 
ambulance crew □ a crew member. -2. a group 
of people, usually with special skills, who 
work together on a task or project □ a 

movie/camera crew. 

crew cut n a hairstyle in which the hair is cut 
very short all over one’s head, 

crewman ['kruiman] (pi crewmen [-man]) n a 
member of a crew. 

crew-neck(ed) [-nek(t)] adj [sweater, pullover] 

that has a round collar and is close-fitting at 
the neck. 

crib [krib] (ft & pp cribbed, cont cribbing) On a 
bed with high sides for a baby, o vt to copy 
<sthg written> from somebody else and 
pretend it is one’s own idea, work etc (infor¬ 
mal use) □ He cribbed the answer off or from the 
girl next to him. 

cribbage [’kribid3] n a card game in which the 
players keep their scores by putting small 
sticks into holes on a wooden board, 

crib death n US the sudden death of a baby 
while it is asleep and is not suffering from 
any illness. 

crick [krik] o « a pain in one’s neck or back 
caused by the muscles suddenly becoming 
stiff o vt to get a crick in cone’s neck or 

baclo. 

cricket ['krikat] n -1. an outdoor sport that is 
played by two teams of eleven players who 
dress in white and score points by hitting a 
small hard ball with a wooden bat and run¬ 
ning between two sets of small posts □ a 

cricket ball/match/pitch. -2. a small brown in¬ 

sect that jumps in the air and makes short 
loud sounds by rubbing its wings together, 

cricketer ['knkata1] n a person who plays 

cricket. 
cried [kraid] past tense dl past participle of cry. 

crime [kraim] n -1. acts and behavior which 
are against the law □ The government is wor¬ 
ried about the increase in violent crime. □ crime 
prevention □ a crime novel. -2. an act which is 
against the law □ a minor or petty crime. 
-3. something that one thinks it is wrong to 
do or let happen □ It would be a crime to tear 

down that old church. 
Crimea [krai'mia]: the Crimea an area of land 

in the Ukraine on the Black Sea. 

crime wave n a sudden increase in crime that 
lasts for a particular period of time, 

criminal ['kriminl] o adj -1. [offense, behavior, 

lawyer] that is connected with acts which are 
against the law □ Shoplifting is a criminal of¬ 
fense. -2. [waste, neglect] that one thinks is 
wrong to do or let happen □ it s a criminal 
waste of taxpayers' money, o n a person who 
has committed a crime. 

criminalize, -ise [’kriminalaiz] vt to make <an 
activity> a criminal offense, 

criminal law n the laws of a country that 
deal with crimes that are punished, rather 
than with people’s rights, disagreements etc. 

criminology [,knmi'nDlad3i] n the study of the 
causes and prevention of crime, 

crimped [krimpt] adj [hair] that has been made 
to look wavy. 

crimson ['krimzn] o adj -1. [dress, flower] that 
is dark purple-red in color. -2. to be/turn 
crimson [face] to be/become very red be¬ 
cause one is embarrassed or angry, o n a 
dark purple-red color. 

cringe [krmd3] vi -1. to have a very unpleas¬ 
ant feeling of shame or embarrassment that 
is clear from the expression on one’s face 
(informal use) □ It makes me cringe (with embar¬ 
rassment) when I think about it. -2. to move 
backward because of fear, 

crinkle ['krirjkl] on a small line, wave, or fold 
in the surface of paper, cloth, skin etc. o vi 
[clothes, leaf, face] to become covered with 
crinkles. 

crinkly ['krirjkli] adj [surface, face] that is cov¬ 
ered with crinkles. 

cripple ['kripl] o «▼ a person who is perma¬ 
nently unable to walk or move properly as a 
result of an injury or disease in their back or 
legs (old-fashioned and offensive use). O vf 
-1. [person] to cause <sb> to become a crip¬ 
ple □ He was crippled in a riding accident. 
-2. [country, economy, ship] to prevent <sthg> 
from continuing to work properly □ The com¬ 
pany was crippled by debts. 

crippling ['kriplig] adj -1. [disease, pain] that 
prevents somebody from walking or moving 
properly. -2. [debt, price, tax] very large and 
difficult to deal with. 

crisis ['kraisas] (pi crises [-i:z]) n -1. a point in 
a situation when it has become very diffi¬ 
cult, dangerous, and uncertain □ The govern- 
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ment is in crisis. □ We need internstional meas- 
ures to combat the energy crisis. □ Relations be¬ 
tween the two countries have reached crisis 
point. -2. a time in a person’s life when they 
are unable to deal with their problems □ 
He II start drinking again at the first sign of crisis. 

crisp [krisp] adj -1. (toast, bacon, leaves] hard, 
dry, and easily broken; (apple, lettuce] firm 
and fresh □ He handed over a wad of crisp dollar 
bills. -2. (weather, wind] pleasantly fresh, cold, 
and dry o It was a fine, crisp morning. -3. [tone, 

manner] quick, confident, and often unfriend¬ 
ly □ “Good morning," said a clear crisp voice 
over the telephone. 

♦ crisps npl GB thin slices of potato that are 
fried until they are hard and break easily, 
and that are eaten cold. 

crispbread ['knspbred] n a plain, dry, un¬ 
sweetened cracker that is eaten in place of 
bread, e.g. by people on diets, 

crispy ['krispi] (compar crispier, super! crispiest) 
adj [bacon, toast] that has been fried, grilled 
etc until it is hard and breaks easily; [apple, 
lettuce] firm and fresh. 

crisscross [’knskros] o adj [pattern, design] that 
has many straight lines that cross each oth¬ 
er. o vt to cross <a landscape, map> etc in 
many different directions □ The region is criss¬ 
crossed by a network of canals, o vi [lines, 

roads] to form a crisscross pattern, 

criterion [krai'tiarmn] {pi criteria [-ria]) « a 
measure or standard that people use to 
make decisions or to judge somebody or 
something □ Wealth is not the only criterion of 
success. □ All new products will have to meet the 
criteria laid down by the authorities. 

critic ['kritik] n -1. a person whose job is to 
give their opinion of movies, books, music 
etc o The critics loved the new show. □ an art/a 
film critic. -2. a person who criticizes some¬ 
body or something publicly □ He is an outspo¬ 
ken critic of the regime. 

critfcal ['kritikl] adj -1. [stage, moment] that is 
very important in deciding what will hap¬ 
pen □ The discussions had reached a critical 
point. □ The next few weeks will be critical for 
the company's future. -2. [illness, situation, condi¬ 

tion] that is very serious and may suddenly 
get worse or lead to somebody's death □ 
The patient is still critical. -3. [person, article, atti¬ 

tude] that expresses or shows disapproval □ 
The chairman was highly critical of our depart¬ 
ment's performance. □ The play met with critical 
acclaim. -4. [study, analysis] that examines and 
judges carefully somebody or something’s 
good and bad qualities □ The report provides a 
critical assessment of potential markets. -5. [suc¬ 

cess, acclaim] that is connected with what 
critics have said. 

critically [’kritikli] adv -1. critically important/ill 
etc very important/seriously ill etc o She was 
critically injured in the explosion. -2. [look, judge] 

in a way that shows disapproval □ She often 
speaks critically about her husband. 

criticism ['kritasizm] « -1. [of a book, play] seri¬ 
ous discussion of something, especially a 
book, play etc, in order to decide what its 

good and bad points are □ literary criticism. 
-2. [of a person, decision] disapproval that is 
expressed about somebody or something; a 
comment that expresses this □ They've had a 
lot of criticism lately. □ These tactics are open to 
criticism, n I have a few small criticisms to make. 

criticize, -ise ['kritasaiz] o vt [person, policy] to 
express disapproval of <sb/sthg> □ She al¬ 
ways criticizes the way I drive, o vi: All he ever 
does is criticize. 

critique [kri'tfik] n an article, book, speech etc 
that carefully examines and judges some¬ 
thing □ She's writing a critique of Borges' work. 

croak [krouk] o n -1. [of a frog, bird] a deep 
harsh sound. -2. [of a person] a low, harsh, 
rough voice that is caused by a sore throat, 
tiredness, thirst, fear etc. o vi -1. [frog, bird] 
to make a croak. -2. [person] to speak with a 
croak. 

Croat ['krouaet] u & adj: see Croatia. 

Croatia [krou'eija] a country in southeastern 
Europe, on the Adriatic Sea, that was part of 
Yugoslavia until 1991. size: 56,500 sq kms. 
population: 4,400,000 (Croats, Croatians). 
CAPITAL: Zagreb, language: Croatian, curren¬ 
cy: Croatian dinar. 

Croatian [krou'eifn] adj & tt: see Croatia, 

crochet [US kroo'Jei, GB 'kroufei] o vt [sweater, 
tablecloth] to make <sthg> from wool or 
thread using a short needle with a hook on 
the end □ I'm going to crochet a nice scarf for 
you. o n the art of crocheting things, 

crockery ['krokari] n a collective term for 
plates, cups, saucers etc. 

Crockett ['krokat], Davy (1786-1836) a US 
hero from the Wild West who later became 
a politician. He died at the battle of the Ala¬ 
mo. 

crocodile ['krakadail] (pi crocodile or croco¬ 
diles) n a large reptile with a long mouth 
and many sharp teeth that lives in rivers 
and lakes in Africa, Australia, and Asia. It 
eats meat and can attack people, 

crocus ['kroukas] (pi crocuses) « a small gar¬ 
den plant that produces white, yellow, or 
purple flowers early in the spring. 

Croesus ['krfisas] a king who ruled in the 6th 
century BC in what is now Turkey. He is fa¬ 
mous for being very rich, 

croft [krnft] n GB a small farm, especially in 
Scotland. 

croissant [US kwai'samt, GB 'kwssDri] n a 
crescent-shaped piece of light flaky pastry 
that is sometimes eaten for breakfast. 

Cromwell ['kromwal], Oliver (1599-1658) a 
British soldier and politician who led the 
Parliamentary army against the Royalists in 
the English Civil War. He established a re¬ 
public, which he governed until his death, 

crony ['krooni] (pi cronies) n sb's crony sb’s 
close friend or companion (informal and dis¬ 
approving use) □ We think it was John and some 
of his cronies that did it. 

crook [krok] o « -1. a dishonest person (infor¬ 
mal use). -2. [of one's arm, leg] the soft part 
where somebody’s elbow or knee bends. 
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-3. [of a shepherd] a long stick with a curved 

end that is used by shepherds for catching 

sheep, o vt to bend <one’s finger or arm>. 

o adj AUS ill (informal use). 

crooked ['krukad] adj -1. [path, branch, tie] that 

is not straight □ I've always had crooked teeth. 
-2. [person, deal] dishonest (informal use). 

croon [kru;n] o vt [song, tune, words] to sing or 

say <sthg> softly and gently, o vi: She was 
crooning over the baby. 

crop [krop] (yt & cropped, cont cropping) 
o n -1. farming a plant grown in large 
amounts on farms, e.g. grain, vegetables, or 
fruit; the amount of a crop that is grown 
and collected in a year or season in one par¬ 
ticular place □ This land is no good for growing 
crops. □ 1Ne expect a good crop of apples this 
year. □ The wheat crop was damaged by the 
storm. -2. [of people, results, problems] a group 
of similar people or things that all appear at 
the same time (informal use) □ / don't think 
much of this year's crop of students/recruits. □ 
the latest crop of official figures. -3. [for horse rid¬ 
ing] a short whip used by horse riders, 
o vt -1. [hairdresser] to cut <sb’s hair> very 
short. -2. [animal] to bite the tops off <plants, 
grass> etc and eat them. 

♦ crop up vi [problem, subject] to happen or 

appear unexpectedly (informal use) □ I'm afraid 
something's cropped up at the office so I'll have 
to meet you later. □ Your name cropped up during 
the conversation. 

crop spraying [-sprenrfi n the treatment of 
crops with chemicals that kill insects, 
usually using low-flying airplanes, 

croquet [US krou'kei, GB 'kroukei] n a game in 
which players use long sticks with heavy 
heads to hit wooden balls through metal 
arches fixed into a grass lawn, 

croquette [krou'ket] n a ball of crushed pota¬ 
to, fish etc that is covered in breadcrumbs 
and fried or baked □ a potato croquette. 

cross [krns] o adj [person, look, reply] angry □ 
I'm sorry I was so cross with you. □ He got cross 
with me when I told him so. 
o n -1. [on a map] a symbol (x) used e.g. on 
a map to indicate where something is or on 
a piece of work to indicate that an answer is 
wrong □ Please put a cross in the relevant 
boxes. -2. [in Christianity] a symbol (+) that is 
often used to represent the Christian reli¬ 
gion □ She wore a little silver cross on a chain 
around her neck. -3. [of animals, plants] a mix¬ 
ture of two different things, especially two 
types of animal or plant □ A mule is a cross 
between a horse and a donkey, 
o vt -1. [street, room, river] to go from one 
side of <sthg> to the other □ We crossed the 
border into Spain. ■ to cross sb's face [look, ex¬ 
pression] to appear for a short time on sb’s 
face □ /A look of anxiety crossed his face. -2. to 
cross one's arms/legs to place one arm/leg 
over the other □ I sat on the floor with my legs 
crossed. -3. religion to cross oneself to make 
the sign of a Christian cross by touching 
one’s head, chest, and shoulders with one’s 
hand. -4. to cross a cheque GB to draw two 

lines across a check so that it must be de¬ 
posited into a bank account and cannot be 
exchanged for cash ■ a crossed cheque. 
-5. [person] to annoy <sb> by opposing them 
or preventing them from getting what they 
want □ You'd better be careful with the manag¬ 
er; he doesn't like being crossed, 
o vi -1. (lines, streets] to come together and 
go across each other □ The roads cross just 
south of Detroit. -2. [pedestrian, vehicle] to cross 
a street, room, the sea etc □ It's best to cross 
at the traffic lights. 

♦ cross off vt sep to cross sthg off to delete 
sthg from a list □ You may as well cross 
Jenny's name off; she won't even be here. 

♦ cross out vt sep> to cross sthg out [word, sen¬ 

tence] to draw a line through sthg to show 
that it is incorrect or unnecessary □ Please 
cross out the words that do not apply. 

crossbar ['krt>sba:r] ti -1. sport the horizontal 
bar between the two upright posts of a goal. 
-2. the horizontal bar on a man’s bicycle 
that is between the saddle and the handle¬ 

bars. 

crossbencher ['krosbentJV] n a member of the 
British parliament who sits on the cross- 
benches. 

crossbenches ['krasbentfiz] npl the cross- 
benches the seats in the House of Lords and 
the House of Commons for members who 
do not belong to the Government or to the 
Opposition. 

crossbow ['krosbou] « a weapon that consists 
of a small horizontal bow whose string is 
pulled back along a central shaft and re¬ 
leased by a trigger. 

crossbreed ['krosbriid] n a type of animal or 
plant that is produced by mixing two differ¬ 
ent types. 

cross-Channel adj a cross-Channel ferry/route 
etc a ferry/route etc that crosses the English 
Channel between England and mainland 
Europe. 

cross-check n a check of something that is 
carried out to make sure that no mistakes 
have been made and that uses a different 
method from the one originally used □ Can 
you please run a cross-check on these figures? 

♦ crosscheck vt [data, calculation, statement] to 
carry out a cross-check on <sthg>. 

cross-country o adj [running, skiing] that in¬ 
volves crossing fields, open country etc; 
[route, service] that uses less important roads, 
railroad lines etc rather than main routes, 
o adv [walk, travel] by crossing fields, open 
country etc or using cross-country routes, 
o n the sport of running races across fields 
and open country; one of these races, 

cross-cultural adj [study, music, conflict] that 
involves two or more different cultures, 

cross-dressing n the practice of wearing 
clothes that are usually worn by the oppo¬ 
site sex. 

crossed line [,krnst-] n a fault on a telephone 
line in which one can hear somebody else’s 
conversation on another line. 
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cross-examination n: see cross-examine □ The 
second witness was called for cross-examination. 

cross-examine vt -1. law to ask <a witness> 
a lot of detailed questions in a court of law 
to check that they give the same answers as 
the previous time they were questioned □ 
You can expect to be cross-examined at length 
about this. -2. to ask <sb> a lot of detailed 
questions, often because one does not be¬ 
lieve them □ / hate being cross-examined. 

cross-eyed [-aid] adj [person] who has eyes 
that seem to look toward their nose, 

cross-fertilize vt to fertilize <a female plant> 
using the male pollen of a different type of 
plant. 

crossfire |'krnsfair>r] n gunfire that comes from 
two or more places. ■ to be/get caught in the 
crossfire to be/become unwillingly involved 
in an argument between two other people, 

crosshead [’kroshed] adj GB a crosshead screw¬ 
driver a screwdriver that has a pointed end 
in the shape of a cross. ■ a crosshead screw 
a screw that has a slot in the shape of a 
cross at one end. 

crossing ['kmsir)] n -1. [for pedestrians, cars] a 
safe place to cross a road, railroad etc. 
-2. [between countries] an official place to 
cross from one country to another □ a border 
crossing. -3. [across water] a trip by boat or 
ship across a sea, lake etc □ We had a rough/ 
pleasant crossing. 

cross-legged [-legd] adv to sit cross-legged to 
sit with one leg placed on top of the other 
so that one’s knees point to each side; with 
one leg placed on top of the other, 

crossly ['krosli] adv [say, reply, frown] in an an¬ 
gry way □ "No it isn't!" she said crossly. 

crossply [’krosplai] (pi crossplies) o adj a 
crossply tire a tire that is made stronger by 
having wires or cords arranged crosswise in¬ 
side the rubber, o « a crossply tire, 

cross-purposes npl to be at cross-purposes 
[two people] to be talking about different 
things without realizing it so that there is 
confusion and misunderstanding □ We seem 
to be talking at cross-purposes. 

cross-question vt = cross-examine, 

cross-refer o vt to send <a reader> to anoth¬ 
er part of a book or document using a 
cross-reference, o vi: An arrow is used to 
cross-refer to related topics. 

cross-reference n a note in a book or docu¬ 
ment that tells readers that there is more in¬ 
formation on a subject in another part of 
the book or document. 

crossroads ['kmsroudz] (pi crossroads) n a 
place where two roads meet and cross each 
other □ When you come to the crossroads, turn 
left. ■ to be at a crossroads to be at an im¬ 
portant point in one’s life or career where 
one has to make a decision that will affect 
one’s future. 

cross-section n -1. [of a plant, brain, pipe] the 
inside surface that can be seen when some¬ 
thing is cut in half; a picture of this □ The 
drawing shows a cross-section of the building. □ 

The beam is shown in cross-section. -2. [of stu¬ 

dents, the community, population] a group cho¬ 
sen as being typical of a larger group □ Our 
market researchers have tested the product on a 
cross-section of consumers. 

crosswalk ['kroswaik] n us a specially marked 
part of a road where vehicles have to stop 
to allow pedestrians to cross. 

crossways ['krosweiz] adv = crosswise, 

crosswind [’kroswind] n a wind blowing 
across the direction in which an airplane, 
ship, car etc is traveling. 

crosswise ['kroswaiz] adv [lie, lay, arrange] 

across each other; from comer to comer 
across something. 

crossword (puzzle) ['kroswadd-] « a word 
game found in newspapers, magazines etc 
in which one has to find words from infor¬ 
mation that is given and write the answers 
in squares on a special pattern. 

crotch [krotf] n the place where one’s legs 
meet at the front of one’s body; the part of 
a pair of trousers, pantyhose etc that cover 
this place. 

crotchet ['kmtfst] n GB music a note (j) that is 
a quarter as long as a whole note, 

crotchety ['krotfati] adj [person] who is bad- 
tempered (informal use). 

crouch [ kraut J] vi [person, animal] to lower the 
body close to the ground by bending the 
legs, especially in order to hide □ / crouched 
down in the bushes, hoping no one had seen me. 

♦ crouch over vt fus to crouch over sthg to 
lean forward so that one’s body is very 
close to sthg. 

croup [kru:p] h -1. medicine a children’s dis¬ 
ease which causes coughing and breathing 
problems. -2. [of a horse] the fleshy part 
above the back legs of a horse, 

croupier ['kru:piar] n a person whose job is to 
spin the roulette wheel, deal the cards, take 
in and pay out money etc in a casino, 

crouton ['kruitDn] n a small square of fried 
bread that is eaten in soups or salads, 

crow [krou] On a large black bird with a loud 
harsh cry. ■ as the crow flies a phrase used 
to give the distance between two places if 
one travels in a straight line □ It's two miles, 
as the crow flies, o vi -1. [cock] to make a 
loud high call, especially at dawn. -2. [per¬ 

son] to talk proudly about something, espe¬ 
cially to somebody who has not been as 
successful (disapproving use) □ He's been crow¬ 
ing about or over his promotion all week. 

Crow n a member of a Native American peo¬ 
ple living in Montana; the language of this 
people. 

crowbar ['krouba:r] n a long, heavy, iron bar 
with a bent end that is used for lifting 
heavy objects and breaking open boxes, 

crowd [kraud] on-1. a large group of people 
who have gathered together, usually out¬ 
doors □ There was a crowd of people waiting to 
get in. □ a football crowd. -2. a particular group 
of people, e.g. friends or people who work 
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together (informal use) □ "Who was at the par¬ 
ty?" — "The usual crowd." 
o vi [people] to come together somewhere in 
large numbers □ Everyone crowded around as 
the salesman demonstrated the machine. □ The 
fans crowded into the stadium, 
o vt -1. to fill <a place> □ Tourists crowded 
the streets. -2. to force <people> into a small 
space □ We were just able to crowd everybody 
in. □ The delegates were crowded into a tiny 

room. 

crowded f'kraudod] adj -1. [train, room] that is 
filled with a lot of people so that it is often 
difficult to move, find a seat etc □ The beach 
was very crowded. □ The hall was crowded with 
photographers. -2. [timetable, schedule] that is 
full of events □ The agenda is starting to look 

very crowded. 

crown [kraun] o n -1. [of a king, queen] a deco¬ 
rative hat, often of silver or gold, worn as a 
symbol of royal power. -2. [of a hill, hat, 
somebody's head] the top or highest part of 
something. -3. [of a tooth] a cover of gold or 
porcelain fixed over the top of a broken 
tooth, o vf -1. to make <sb> a king or 
queen by placing a crown on their head □ 
Charles k was crowned king of Spain in 1516. -2. 
[dentist] to put a crown on <a tooth>. -3. to 
be crowned with sthg to be covered with 
sthg at the top □ His head was crowned with 
soft white hair. 

♦ Crown n the Crown the monarchy in a par¬ 
ticular country □ a Crown estate/property. 

crown court tt GB a local court in England or 
Wales where serious criminal cases are 
judged. 

crowning ['kraunirfi adj sb's crowning achieve¬ 
ment sb’s best or most important achieve¬ 
ment. 

crown jewels npl the crowns and other jew¬ 
els and valuable objects that are worn or 
carried by a king or queen at official cer¬ 
emonies. 

crown prince n the prince who will become 
king when the present king or queen dies. 

Crown Prosecution Service n the Crown 
Prosecution Service the government depart¬ 
ment responsible for bringing legal charges 
for serious crimes in England and Wales. 

crow's feet npl lines or folds in the skin at 
the outside comers of the eyes that one 
usually gets as one becomes older, 

crow's nest n a small box high up on the 
mast of a ship from which one can look for 
land, danger etc. 

crucial ['kru:Jl] adj [decision, factor, moment] 
that is extremely important, because the 
success of something depends on it □ This 
deal is crucial to or for the future of the company. 
□ It is absolutely crucial that no one else hears 
about this. 

crucially ['kru:Jli] adv to be crucially important 
to be very important. 

crucible ['kruisabl] n a container used to heat 
metals to very high temperatures. 

crucifix ['kruisafiks] n a cross with a figure of 

Christ on it. 

Crucifixion [.knnsa'fikfn] n the Crucifixion the 

death of Christ by being crucified, 

crucify [’kruisrfai] (pt & pp crucified) vt -1. to 

kill <sb> by tying or nailing them to a cross. 

-2. to treat, defeat, or criticize <sb> very se¬ 

verely (informal use) □ He'll be crucified in the 

press for this. 

crude [kru:d] o adj -1. [sugar, rubber] that is in 

its natural state and is not yet treated and 

cannot be used □ The crude oil is piped ashore 
to a refinery. -2. [person, joke, remark] rude and 

vulgar □ There's no need to be so crude, Roger. 
-3. [sketch, guess] that is not completely ac¬ 

curate because it has been made quickly, is 

not finished, or is not skilled □ Making a 
crude guess, I'd say there were over 50 people 
there, o n crude oil. 

crudely ['kruidli] adv [behave, express, sketch] 

see crude □ a crudely carved sculpture □ Put 
crudely, they want more money. 

crude oil n oil that is in the natural state in 
which it comes from the ground, 

cruel [kruiol] (compar crueller, superl cruellest) 
adj -1. [person, treatment, remark] that deliber¬ 
ately causes pain or suffering □ Don't be cruel 
to animals. -2. [disappointment, winter, wind] 

that causes pain or suffering □ Losing the con¬ 
tract was a cruel blow for the company. 

cruelly ['kruiali] adv [treat, speak] see cruel □ 
They were cruelly tortured. □ His hopes were cru¬ 
elly shattered. 

cruelty f'kruislti] n cruel behavior or actions □ 
They argue that such practices expose the ani¬ 
mals to unnecessary cruelty. 

cruet ['kruiat] n a stand containing pots or 
bottles of salt, pepper, oil, vinegar etc that is 
put on a table at mealtimes. 

Cruft's [krAfts] n an annual competition for 

dogs in Britain, where prizes are given for 

the best dog in each breed, 

cruise [kru:z] o n a vacation spent traveling 

on a large ship □ We're going on a cruise, o vi 
-1. [ship, passenger] to sail from one place to 

another on a cruise □ / like the idea of cruising 
around the Caribbean for a few weeks. -2. [car, 

plane] to move at a speed that is quite fast 

but that can be continued over a long dis¬ 

tance □ We will be cruising at an altitude of 
30,000 feet. 

cruise missile n a missile which carries a nu¬ 
clear bomb, flies quite low, and is guided by 
its own computer. 

cruiser ['kru:z3r] n -1. military a large fast 
warship. -2. sailing a motorboat that has a 
room where people can sleep and eat and is 
used for pleasure trips. 

crumb [krAm] n -1. [of bread, cake, a cookie] a 

very small piece of dry food □ You left crumbs 
all over the table. -2. a crumb of knowledge/ 
information etc a very small amount of 

knowledge/information etc, especially when 

it is not enough to be useful □ He hung on, 
waiting for whatever crumbs of information the 
hospital might be able to give. 
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crumble ['krAmbl] o « a dessert of cooked 
fruit covered with a loose mixture of butter, 
flour, and sugar a apple/rhubarb crumble, o vt 
[bread, cheese] to break <sthg> into very 
small pieces, o vi -1. [building, plaster, cliff] 
to break slowly into pieces because it is 
weak or old □ We came across the crumbling 
ruins of a church. -2. [relationship, hope, opposi¬ 
tion] to become slowly weaker and start to 
fail or disappear □ Support for the party is 
crumbling. 

crumbly ['krAmbli] {compar crumblier, superl 
crumbliest) adj [bread, cake] that one thinks is 
easily broken into little pieces, 

crummy [’krAmi] {compar crummier, superl crum¬ 
miest) adj [place, book, idea] that is of poor 
quality (informal use). 

crumpet ['krAmpat] n GB a flat and round kind 
of bread with holes in one side that is eaten 
hot with butter. 

crumple [’krAmpl] o vt [clothes, paper] to crush 
or squash <sthg> so that it has a lot of lines 
or folds □ He was wearing a crumpled shirt, 
o vi -1. [clothes, car] This skirt crumples easily. 
-2. (person] to suddenly fall or lie down be¬ 
cause one is weak, helpless, or has had a 
shock; [team, regime] to suddenly become 
weak and so be easily defeated □ She crum¬ 
pled on the sofa in exhaustion. □ The army crum¬ 
pled under the attack. 

♦ crumple up vt sep to crumple sthg up 
[clothes, paper] to crumple sthg □ She crum¬ 
pled up the letter and threw it on the fire. 

crunch [krAntJ] o vt -1. [cracker, bone] to crush 
<food> noisily with one’s teeth □ He sat 
crunching a cookie. -2. [gravel, snow] to cause 
<sthg hard or rough> to make a noise by 
stepping on it, driving over it, crushing it 
etc. o n the sound of something being 
crunched □ There was a crunch of gears and the 
car raced away. ■ if/when it comes to the 
crunch... if/when the important time comes 
when one has to decide or take action... □ / 
can't find work, but if it came to the crunch I 
could always go back to teaching. 

crunchy [krAntJi] {compar crunchier, superl 
crunchiest) adj -1. [apple, cracker] that makes 
a noise when it is eaten because it is hard. 
-2. [gravel, snow] that crunches when some¬ 
body steps or drives on it. 

crusade [krui'seid] o « -1. history one of the 
wars fought by Christians to win Jerusalem 
and Palestine from the Muslims between 
about 1100 and 1300 AD. -2. a campaign to 
improve the way people live or behave □ 
The government has launched a crusade against 
crime. □ They're on a moral/political crusade, o vi 
to crusade for/against sthg to lead or take 
part in a crusade for/against sthg. 

crusader [kru:'seidar] tt -1. history a Christian 
soldier who went on a crusade. -2. [for 

change, against war] a person who takes part 
in a campaign to improve the way people 
live or behave □ a human rights crusader. 

crush [krAj] o « -1. a crowd of people packed 
tightly together in a way that makes it diffi¬ 
cult to move □ / forced my way through the 

crush. -2. to have a crush on sb to have an 
uncontrolled feeling of love for sb, especial¬ 
ly an older person, that does not last (infor¬ 
mal use). -3. orange/lemon crush GB a drink 
made from orange/lemon juice, sugar, and 
water. 

o vi -1. [car, hat] to push or press <sthg> so 
that it becomes flat, broken, or damaged □ 
The box got crushed in the mail. □ He was 
crushed to death by falling rocks. -2. [seeds, gar¬ 
lic] to make <sthg> into a powder or paste 
by squashing it. -3. [army, opposition, hopes] 
to defeat or destroy <sthg> completely □ 
The army was sent to crush the rebels. 

crush barrier n GB a strong fence used in a 
stadium, street etc to stop people from be¬ 
coming crushed in a crowd. 

crushing ['krAjio] adj -1. [defeat, blow] that de¬ 
stroys somebody’s hopes completely. -2. [re¬ 
mark, indifference] that makes one feel very 
hurt, upset, or embarrassed. 

crust [krAst] tt -1. [on bread] the hard outer 
covering of a loaf of bread □ a piece of crust. 
-2. [on a pie] a layer of pastry on a pie, tart 
etc □ the pie crust. -3. [on a surface] a hard 
covering that has formed on top of some¬ 
thing or on the outside of it □ There was a 
crust of ice on the window. □ the Earth's crust. 

crustacean [krA'steiJn] tt an animal such as a 
crab, shrimp, or lobster that has a hard out¬ 
er shell and usually lives in water. 

crusty 1'krAsti] {compar crustier, superl crusti¬ 
est) adj -1. [food] that has a hard crust. 
-2. [person] who is bad-tempered. 

crutch [krAtJ] tt -1. [for walking] a stick with a 
piece at the top that fits under the arm and 
is used by injured people as a support when 
walking □ He was walking on or with crutches. 
-2. [for help] a person or thing that provides 
help or support (disapproving use) □ She uses 
her mother as an emotional crutch. -3. [of one's 
body, a pair of pants] = crotch. 

crux [krAks] « the crux of the issue/problem etc 
the most important or difficult part of the 
issue/problem etc □ Now we come to the crux 
of the matter: how much will it cost? 

cry [krai] {pi cries, pt & pp cried) o vi -1. [per¬ 
son] to produce tears because one is sad, in 
pain, scared, laughing etc □ The baby was cry¬ 
ing for its mother. □ / cried with pain. -2. [person] 
to shout □ He cried for help, 
o tt -1. to have a cry to cry because one is 
sad, in pain, or scared □ You'll feel better if you 
have a good cry. -2. [of a person] a shout or 
loud call □ a cry of pain a a cry for help. ■ to be 
a far cry from sthg to be very different from 
sthg □ The hotel was a far cry from what the bro¬ 
chure had promised. -3. [of a bird, animal] the 
sound made by some birds and animals, es¬ 
pecially if it is loud and high-pitched, 

o vt -1. to cry tears of joy/relief to cry be¬ 
cause one is happy/relieved. ■ to cry oneself 
to sleep to cry until one falls asleep. -2. to 
shout <sthg> □ "Help!" he cried. 

♦ cry off vi GB to say that one will not do 
something that one has promised or agreed 
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to do n / arranged an interview with her but she 
cried off at the last moment. 

♦ cry out o vf sep to cry sthg out to shout or 
call sthg suddenly and loudly □ "Be careful! 
he cried out. o vi to shout, call, or make a 
sound suddenly and loudly because of fear, 
excitement, or surprise □ She cried out in pain 
when I tried to lift her. 

♦ cry out for vt fus to be crying out for sthg to 
need sthg very much and very soon □ The 
system is crying out for change. 

crybaby ['kraibeibi] {pi crybabies) n a person, 
especially a child, who cries too much and 
without a good reason (informal and disap¬ 

proving use). 
crying ['kranrj] o adj -1. it’s a crying shame a 

phrase used to show that one thinks some¬ 
thing is wrong or unfair (informal use) □ It's a 
crying shame, the way she treats her husband. 
-2. a crying need for sthg a very great and 
urgent need for sthg □ There is a crying need 
for reforms, o n the act of crying or the 
sound of somebody crying □ / could hear cry¬ 
ing coming from the next room. 

crypt [kript] n a room under a church, 

cryptic ['kriptik] adj [message, comment, smile] 

that is mysterious because its meaning is 
hidden or difficult to understand, 

crypto- ['kriptou] prefix added to words to mean 
secret □ a crypto-communist/crypto-fascist. 

crystal ['kristl] n -1. a hard object with many 
flat sides that forms naturally when sub¬ 
stances such as minerals or sugar become 
solid □ a rock/quartz crystal □ ice/sugar crystals. 
-2. high-quality colorless glass that is used 
to make bowls, wine glasses etc and whose 
surface is often cut so that it shines in the 
light □ lead crystal □ a crystal chandelier/bowl. 

crystal ball n a clear glass ball in which 
fortune-tellers try to see future events, 

crystal clear adj -1. [water, air, glass] that is 
completely clear and bright, and that one 
can see through. -2. [meaning, statement] that 
is completely clear, so that there is no doubt 
or misunderstanding o / have made my rea¬ 
sons crystal clear. -3. [voice, sound] that is 
heard very clearly. 

crystallize, -ise ['kristalaiz] o vi -1. [liquid, sub¬ 
stance] to form crystals. -2. [idea, plan] to be¬ 
come clear, fixed, and definite in some¬ 
body's mind, o vt [idea, plan] to cause <sthg> 
to crystallize. 

crystallized [’kristalaizd] adj crystallized fruit 
fruit that has been preserved by covering it 
with sugar □ crystallized orange/ginger. 

CSC (abbr of Civil Service Commission) « the 
CSC the British government department re¬ 
sponsible for recruiting civil servants. 

CS gas n a type of tear gas that is used by 
the police to stop riots and makes one’s 
eyes water and makes breathing difficult. 

CST {abbr of Central Standard Time) n the local 
winter time in the central USA and Canada; 
the local time in central Australia, 

ct abbr of carat. 

CT abbr of Connecticut. 

CTC n abbr of city technology college. 

CTP (abbr of compulsory third party) n car in¬ 
surance that all drivers in Australia must 

have. 

CU. abbr of cubic. 
cub [kAb] n -1. a young fox, bear, lion etc □ a 

tiger cub. -2. - Cub Scout. 

Cuba [’kjuiba] a country in the Caribbean, 
south of Florida. The largest island in the 
West Indies, it has been a Communist coun¬ 
try since 1959. size: 111,000 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 10,700,000 (Cubans), capital: Havana. 
language: Spanish, currency: Cuban peso. 

Cuban f'kjuiban] n & adj: see Cuba. 

Cuban missile crisis n the Cuban missile crisis 
a period of tension between the USA and 
the USSR in 1962, when the USSR started 
to build military bases for nuclear missiles in 
Cuba. As a result of threats by the USA, the 
USSR removed the bases, 

cubbyhole ['kAbihoul] n a very small room or 
space for storing things in (informal use), 

cube [kju:b] o « -1. a shape or object that has 
six square sides all of the same size □ a sugar 
cube. -2. math the number made by multi¬ 
plying a number by itself twice □ The cube of 
3 is 27. o vt math to calculate the cube of <a 
number> □ 3 cubed is 27. 

cube root n the number that makes a particu¬ 
lar number when it is cubed □ 3 is the cube 
root of 27. 

cubic [’kjinbik] adj a cubic centimeter/foot etc 
a unit used for measuring the space inside 
something, equal in size to a cube whose 
sides are all a centimeter/foot etc long, 

cubicle ['kjuibikl] n a very small room shaped 
like a box and separated from the rest of a 
larger room, e.g. for dressing and undressing 
at a swimming pool. 

Cubism ['kju:bizm] n an early 20th-century 
style of painting developed by Picasso and 
Braque that presents objects as simple geo¬ 
metrical shapes. 

Cubist ['kjuibast] n an artist who uses Cub¬ 
ism. 

cub reporter n a young journalist who is still 
learning their job. 

Cub Scout n a member of the Cub Scouts, an 
organization for boys aged 8-11 that 
teaches boys practical skills and organizes 
outdoor activities. 

cuckoo [’koku:] « a gray European bird that 
has a call that sounds like “cuckoo" and lays 
its eggs in other birds’ nests, 

cuckoo clock n a type of clock that has a 
wooden cuckoo that comes out and says 
“cuckoo” every hour. 

cucumber ['kju:kAmbar] n a long thin vegeta¬ 
ble that is dark green on the outside, light 
green inside, and is eaten raw in salads, 

cud [kAd] « to chew the cud [cow] to chew 
food slowly in the mouth again after already 
having swallowed it once, 

cuddle [’kAdl] o vr to put one’s arm around 
<sb/sthg> and hold them close to show 
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love, sympathy etc. o vi: They sat cuddling on 
the sofa, o n an act of cuddling somebody or 
something □ She gave him a cuddle. 

♦ cuddle up vi [people] to sit or lie close to¬ 
gether, holding each other □ Jonathon cuddled 
up to me and fell asleep. 

cuddly 1'kAdli] (comyar cuddlier, suyerl cuddli¬ 
est) adj [person, animal] that is small, soft, and 
harmless and looks pleasant to cuddle □ He's 
so cute and cuddly! 

cuddly toy n a soft furry children’s toy such 
as a teddy bear. 

cudgel ['kAd33l] (US yt & yy cudgeled, cont 
cudgeling, GB yt & yy cudgelled, cont cudgel¬ 
ling) o « a short, thick, heavy stick used as 
a weapon. ■ to take up the cudgels for sb/ 
sthg to support or defend sb/sthg strongly, 
o vt to hit <sb> with a cudgel. 

cue [kju:] n -1. theater a word or action from 
one actor that is a signal for another actor 
to speak or do something □ That's the cue for 
Simon to come on. ■ on cue exactly at the ex¬ 
pected or most appropriate moment □ We 
were talking about John when, right on cue, he 
came in through the door, m to take one's cue 

from sb to follow the way sb behaves or re¬ 
acts by behaving or reacting in the same 
way □ The audience took its cue from the chair¬ 
man and started to applaud. -2. [for a new event, 

situation] an event or situation that acts as a 
signal for something else □ / took it as my cue 
to leave. □ The fall In spending could be a cue for 
inflation to ease. -3. sport a long wooden stick 
used for hitting the ball in snooker, pool etc. 

cuff [kAf] o « -1. [of a shirt] the end of a 
sleeve, especially a shirt sleeve, where it 
goes around the wrist □ a shirt cuff. -2. US [on 

trousers] the bottom of a trouser leg where 
the material is turned upwards □ a trouser 
cuff. -3. [with one's hand] the act of hitting 
somebody lightly, o vt to hit <sb> lightly 
with one’s hand, especially on the head, 

cuff link n one of a pair of small decorative 
objects that can be attached to shirt cuffs to 
fasten them □ a pair of gold cuff links. 

cu. in. abbr of cubic inch(es). 

cuisine [kwi'ziin] n the style of cooking of a 
particular country, region, restaurant etc □ / 
love Italian cuisine. 

cul-de-sac ['kAldasaek] « a street that is only 
open to traffic at one end. 

culinary [US 'kAlsneri, GB -man] adj [skills, exper¬ 
tise] that is connected with cooking □ We 
had a chance to sample the local culinary delights. 

cull [kAl] o vt -1. [seals, deer] to reduce the 
numbers of <a group of animals> by killing 
some of them. -2. [facts, details] to collect 
<information> from different sources and 
choose the useful parts □ The data is culled 
from a number of official reports, o n an opera¬ 
tion to cull seals, deer etc □ a seal cull. 

culminate ['kAlmineit] ♦ culminate in vt fus 
to culminate in sthg (in disaster, triumph] to re¬ 
sult in sthg important after a period of grad¬ 
ual development □ The series of one-day stop¬ 
pages culminated in an all-out strike. 

culmination bkAlmi'neiJn] n the culmination of 
sthg [of a period, process] something impor¬ 
tant that happens at the end of a long peri¬ 
od of activity □ The award was the culmination 
of his life's work. 

culottes [US 'ku:lDts, GB kjui'lDts] tiyl wide 
knee-length or short trousers that look like a 
skirt and are worn by women □ a pair of cu¬ 
lottes. 

culpable [’kAlpabl] adj -1. [person, negligence] 
that deserves blame (formal use). -2. culpable 
homicide law manslaughter, 

culprit [’kAlprat] n a person who has commit¬ 
ted a particular crime or done something 
wrong □ The money is missing but we know 
who the culprit is. 

cult [kAlt] n -1. religion a religious group that 
is often small and secretive and has its own 
rituals and beliefs, especially when these are 
considered strange or dangerous by most of 
society. -2. a person, movie, activity etc that 
is very popular or fashionable among a par¬ 
ticular group in society, especially among 
young people □ a cult figure/movie □ The band 
has a cult following among the young. 

cultivate ['kAltaveit] vt -1. farming to prepare 
and use <Iand> for growing crops; to grow 
<a crop>. -2. [friendship, skill] to try hard to 
improve or develop <sthg> □ My job is to cul¬ 
tivate links with potential overseas partners. □ a 
carefully cultivated image. -3. [person] to try to 
win the friendship or support of <sb>, 
usually in order to gain some advantage, 

cultivated ['kAltaveitsd] adj -1. [land, plant] that 
is developed or grown by a farmer □ a patch 
of cultivated land. -2. [person, accent] that 
shows good manners, taste, and education, 

cultivation [.kAlta'veiJn] « [of land, crops, a skill] 
see cultivate □ Hundreds of acres have been 
brought under cultivation. 

cultural ['kAltJral] adj [difference, event, activity] 
that is connected with the culture of a par¬ 
ticular group of people □ India has a great cul¬ 
tural diversity/heritage. □ My cultural background 
is mixed. 

culture ['kAltJV] n -1. [of a group of people] the 
way of life, ideas, traditions, arts etc pro¬ 
duced and shared by a particular group of 
people □ We are all products of our culture. □ 
Their songs have become part of popular culture. 
□ Japanese culture is very different in this re¬ 
spect. -2. [in a part of the world] a society that 
shares a particular culture □ all cultures of the 
world practice some form of religion □ a primitive 
culture. -3. arts art, music, literature, and all 
other aspects of society that require educa¬ 
tion and thought □ There isn't much culture in 
the town where I live. □ a center of culture. 
-4. biology a group of bacteria, cells etc 
grown in a laboratory, e.g. to see whether a 
disease is present. 

cultured ['kAltj3rd] adj [person] who is well- 
educated and knows a lot about literature, 
art etc □ She comes from a very cultured back¬ 
ground. 

cultured pearl n a pearl produced artificially 
by putting a piece of sand into an oyster. 
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culture shock « the confusion, loneliness etc 
felt by somebody who has moved from one 
country to live in another one that has a dif¬ 
ferent culture. 

culture vulture n a person who is always 
eager to attend concerts, visit exhibitions, 
read books etc (informal and disapproving use), 

culvert ['kaIvort] « a pipe that carries water 
under a road, railroad etc. 

cumbersome ['kAmb3rs3m] adj -1. [package, 

machine] big, heavy, and difficult to carry or 
handle □ These suitcases are too cumbersome 
for traveling around with. -2. [system, process] 

slow, complicated, and inefficient □ I find 
their accounting methods outdated and cumber-, 
some. 

Cumbria ['kAmbris] a county in northwestern 
England, size: 6,810 sq kms. population: 

486,900. administrative center: Carlisle, 

cumin 1'kAmin] n a dark-yellow spice that has 
a sweet smell and is used especially in In¬ 
dian cooking. 

cummings I'kAmiQz], e. e. (1894-1962) a US 
poet known for his experimental style, 

cumulative ['kjuimjslativ] adj [interest, effect] 

that increases gradually over a period of 
time □ The changes are cumulative, and are far- 
reaching when taken together. 

cunning ['kAnir)] o adj [person] who is clever 
and is able to deceive people in order to get 
things □ It was a cunning trick/plan, o n the 
ability of somebody to be cunning □ a man 
of great cunning. 

cup [kAp] (pt & ff cupped, cont cupping) o n 
-1. [for a drink] a small round container that is 
made of pottery, usually has a small handle, 
and is used for drinking hot drinks; a small 
round container made of paper or plastic 
that has no handle, is used for any drink, 
and is thrown away after it has been used □ 
a paper/plastic cup. -2. [of coffee, tea] a drink 
contained in a cup □ Would you like a cup of 
coffe/tea? ■ it's not my cup of tea a phrase 
used to say that something is not the kind 
of thing that one likes. -3. [for measuring] the 
amount that a cup holds □ Mix one cup of 
sugar and two cups of flour. -4. sport a decora¬ 
tive metal bowl or cup given as a prize to 
the winner of a competition; a competition 
to win this □ Hungary reached the fifth round of 
the World Cup. -5. [of a bra] one of the two 
parts of a bra that covers a woman’s breasts 
n What is your cup size, ma'am? □ a bra cup. 
o vt to cup one's hands to put one’s hands 
together in the shape of a cup or bowl, 

cupboard ['kAb3rd] « -1. a piece of furniture 
fixed to a wall that has one or two doors, 
often with shelves inside, and is used for 
storing clothes, food, tools etc □ a kitchen 
cupboard □ a wall cupboard. -2. GB a small part 
of a room that has one or two doors and is 
used for storing things □ a broom cupboard □ 
There's a cupboard under the stairs. 

cupcake 1'kApkeik] n a small sweet cake 
baked in a paper container shaped like a cup 
and covered with frosting □ a cupcake tin. 

Cup Final n the Cup Final the final game to 
decide the winners of an annual soccer com¬ 

petition. 
cup holder n sport a team that is the champi¬ 

on of a sport at a particular time and has 
been given a trophy as a prize. 

Cupid ['kjuipid] the Roman god of romantic 
love, usually shown as a boy with wings 
and a bow and arrow. When the arrow hits 
somebody’s heart, they fall in love, 

cupola ['kjuipals] {pi cupolas) n a small dome 
on the top of a roof or larger dome, 

cup tie n GB a game, especially in soccer, be¬ 
tween two teams that are competing in a 
competition for which the prize is a trophy, 

curable ['kjusrsbl] adj [illness, disease] that can 

be cured. 

curate ['kjusrst] n a priest who helps the main 
priest of a church in a particular area, 

curator [kju'reit3r] n the person who is in 
charge of the objects in a museum, art gal¬ 

lery etc. 

curb [k3:rb] o n -1. US the raised edge of a 
sidewalk where it meets the road. -2. a way 
of limiting or controlling something in order 
to prevent it from increasing or continuing □ 
They ought to put a curb on cheap imported 
goods, o vt [spending, powers] to control or 
limit <sthg> in order to reduce it □ He did his 
best to curb his son's extravagances. 

curd cheese [,k3:rd-] n GB a soft, white, mild 
cheese made from sour milk, 

curdle l'k3:rdl] vi [milk, cream] to become thick¬ 
er and form lumps, e.g. as a result of being 
left to go sour. 

cure [kjuar] o n -1. medicine a medicine or 
treatment that cures an illness □ As yet, there 
is no cure for Alzheimer's disease. -2. a solution 
to a problem, difficulty etc □ There is no easy 
cure for the country's economic ills, 
o vt -1. medicine to make <a sick person> 
better by medical or other treatment; to 
cause a person to no longer have <an ill- 
ness> □ He was cured of cancer. □ It was the 
antibiotics that cured me. □ a disease that cannot 
be cured. -2. [problem, difficulty] to cause <sthg 
bad> to stop □ At least it's cured his habit of 
smoking at mealtimes. -3. to cure sb of sthg to 
cause sb to no longer be influenced by sthg 
□ It cured me of any ideas I had about being a 
teacher. -4. [meat, fish] to preserve <food> by 
hanging it to dry, smoking it, or salting it o 
a piece of cured pork. 

cure-all « something that people think can 
cure any illness, problem etc □ They look upon 
low inflation as a kind of general cure-all. 

curfew ['k3:rfju:] n a rule or law that forbids 
people to be outside their houses after a cer¬ 
tain time of day, usually from when it is 
dark until the next morning □ The military 
government imposed a curfew. 

Curie ['kjusri], Marie (1867-1934) a French 
scientist, bom in Poland. With her husband, 
Pierre, she studied radioactivity, and discov¬ 
ered the elements radium and polonium, 

curio ['kjusriou] (pi curios) n a small object 
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such as an ornament that is valued because 
it is unusual, rare, or beautiful. 

curiosity [.kjuari'Dsati] zz -1. the desire to 
know about somebody or something □ I'd 
like to see the house, just out of curiosity. -2. a 
rare and unusual object □ The shop was full of 
curiosities. 

curious [’kjuarias] adj -1. [person] who wants 
to know about somebody or something be¬ 
cause they are interested □ I'm curious to 
know why he was late. □ I'm curious about his 
past life. -2. [noise, coincidence, object] that 
seems strange and unusual □ / saw a very curi¬ 
ous sight as I crossed the bridge. 

curiously ['kjuariasli] adv -1. [look, watch, ask) 
with a desire to know more about some¬ 
thing □ She stared curiously at the child. 
-2. curiously (enough),... a phrase used to 
introduce a fact that one finds strange or 
unusual □ Curiously enough, they had already 
met. 

curl [k3:rl] o n -1. a piece of hair that is not 
straight but forms a curved or circular shape 
□ Her hair fell in dark curls over her shoulders. 
-2. a shape similar to that of a curl of hair □ 
A curl of smoke rose above the house. 

o vt -1. to make curls in <sb’s hair> □ / went 
to the hairdresser's and had my hair curled. -2. to 
move <sthg> so that it makes a curved 
shape □ The cat curled its tail around its body. 
o vz -1. [hair] to form curls. -2. [leaf, paper] to 
change shape so that the edges move to¬ 
ward the center in a curl. ■ to curl into a ball 
[person, animal] to lie with the body rolled 
up, forming a rounded shape. -3. [snake, tail] 
to move in a way that forms curved shapes 
□ Smoke curled from the chimney. 

♦ curl up vz [person, animal] to lie in a way 
that forms a curved shape with the legs 
pulled closely to the rest of the body □ / like 
nothing better than to curl up with a good book. 

curler ['k3:rlar] zz a small hollow cylinder made 
of metal or plastic that one rolls wet hair 
around so that it dries in the shape of a curl, 

curling ['k3:rlir)] n a winter sport played in 
countries such as Scotland and Canada that 
consists of sliding heavy stones across ice 
toward a target. 

curling irons US, curling tongs gb npl a heat¬ 
ed metal rod with a flat movable part on the 
side that is used to hold wet hair in place 
and make it curly as it dries, 

curly [’k3:rli] (compar curlier, super! curliest) adj 
[hair] that is not straight but forms curved or 
circular shapes. 

currant [US 'kazrant, GB 'kAr-] zz -1. a small 
dried grape that is often used in making 
cakes, cookies etc □ a currant bun. -2. the 
small round fruit of one of a number of 
bushes. 

currency [US 'k3:ransi, GB 'kAr-[ (pi currencies) 
zz -1. the type of money that is used in a 
particular country □ The yen was up two points 
against a wide range of currencies. □ the currency 
markets □ foreign/local currency. -2. to gain cur¬ 
rency to become accepted and popular with 

an increasing number of people □ His ideas 
have gained currency over the years. 

current [us 'k3:rant, GB 'kAr-[ o adj [year, price, 

crisis] that is happening, exists etc now but 
is certain or likely to change in the future □ 
We are confident of surviving the current reces¬ 
sion. □ The practice is no longer current over 
here. 

o zz -1. [of water, air] the continuous move¬ 
ment of water, air, or gas in a particular di¬ 
rection □ Be careful, there's a strong current. 
-2. [of opinion, thought] the pattern of the way 
a situation, set of opinions etc is changing □ 
The policy goes against the current of public opin¬ 
ion. -3. electricity the flow of electricity 
through a conductor such as a wire □ The 
electric current was getting weaker. 

current account zz GB a type of bank account 
that earns little or no interest and from 
which one can take money at any time 
using a check or card. 

current affairs npl events, especially in poli¬ 
tics, that are considered important and re¬ 
ceive attention in newspapers, on TV etc. 

current assets npl financial assets that can be 
changed into cash within a year. 

current liabilities npl the debts of a company 
that must be paid within a year. 

currently [us 'kairsntli, gb 'kAr-[ adv at this 
particular time o He's currently chairman of the 
board. □ Talks are currently In progress. 

curriculum [ks'rikjatam] (pi curriculums or cur¬ 
ricula [-la]) zz the different courses that can 
be studied at a school, university etc; one of 
these courses □ Italian isn't on the school cur¬ 
riculum. 

curriculum vitae [US -'vaiti, GB - viitai] (pi cur¬ 
ricula vitae) zz —> CV. 

curried [us 'k3irid, GB 'kAr-[ adj curried chick- 
en/beans etc chicken/beans etc flavored with 
curry powder. 

curry [US 'k3:ri, GB 'kAri] (pi curries) zz an In¬ 
dian dish that is made of meat, vegetables 
etc flavored with spices, and tastes hot. 

curry powder zz a mixture of hot spices made 
into a powder, used especially in Indian 
cooking. 

curse [k3:rs] o zz -1. to put a curse on sb to ask 
God or some magical force to make some¬ 
thing unpleasant happen to sb □ The wicked 
witch put a curse on the whole land. -2. a 
vulgar or offensive word that somebody 
uses when they are angry □ He uttered a 
curse under his breath. -3. to be a curse 
to be a cause of problems □ Those rabbits are 
a real curse, they've eaten all the lettuce, o vt 
-1. to put a curse on <sb>. -2. to say vulgar 
or offensive things to <sb> because one is 
angiy with them □ / cursed the train for being 
late. 
o vz to use vulgar or offensive language be¬ 
cause one is angry □ She cursed loudly as she 
bumped her head on the shelf. 

cursor ['k3:rsar[ zz computing a point of light or 
symbol that can be moved around a screen 
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and is used to indicate where one is work- 

ing. 

cursory ['k3:rsri] adj [look, glance] that is quick 
and does not give much attention to detail, 

curt [k3:rt] adj [person, reply, manner] that uses 
few words and so seems quite rude, 

curtail [k3:r'teil] vt -1. [visit, vacation] to make 
<sthg> shorter than was planned □ His ca¬ 
reer was curtailed by injury. -2. [spending, ser¬ 

vice, powers] to reduce or limit <sthg> □ We 
need to curtail expenditure. □ The new measures 
are designed to curtail crime severely. 

curtailment [k3:r'teilmant] n: see curtail □ The 
Governor announced the curtailment of privileges 
long enjoyed by inmates at the prison. 

curtain ['k3:rtn] « -1. [for a window] a piece of 
material that hangs in front of a window in¬ 
side a house, apartment etc to prevent peo¬ 
ple seeing in or to keep the light out □ She 
drew the curtains. -2. [in a theater] a large piece 
of material that hangs down from above the 
stage at a theater and is raised when the 
play begins n /Is the curtain fell, there was a 
loud burst of applause. -3. a curtain of smoke/ 

dust etc a layer of smoke/dust etc that one 
cannot see through □ We hit a thick curtain of 
fog as we approached the Bay area. 

♦ curtain off vt sep to curtain sthg off to sepa¬ 
rate sthg from the rest of a room by using a 
curtain □ The bed had been curtained off. 

curtain call n the moment at the end of a 
theater performance when the actors come 
to the front of the stage to receive the audi¬ 
ence’s applause. 

curtain raiser [-reizar] n an event that comes 
before another event that is more important, 
especially one that is organized. 

curts(e)y ['k3:rtsi] (pt & pp curtsied) o n a sign 
of respect given by a woman in which she 
bends her knees, keeping one foot behind 
the other, o vi to make a curtsy, 

curvaceous [k3:r'veifas] adj [woman] whose 
body has curves that make it attractive, 

curvature ['k3:rv3tJV] n [of the Earth, Moon] the 
curved shape of something. ■ curvature of 
the spine medicine a condition in which the 
spine is curved in the wrong place, 

curve [k3irv] o « -1. a line that is not straight 
at any point and bends smoothly □ The graph 
showed a steady upward curve. □ The car drove 
fast, following the curve of the road. -2. US sport 
a throw in baseball in which the ball curves 
unexpectedly as it moves through the air. 
o vi [road, river, surface] to form a curve □ The 
path curved slightly to the left. 

curved [k3:rvd] adj [shape, surface, line] that is 
in the form of a curve. 

curvy [’k3:rvi] (compar curvier, superl curviest) 
adj [line, shape] curved; [woman] whose body 
has curves that make it attractive, 

cushion [kufn] o n -1. a round or square 
piece of fabric filled with soft material on 
which one can sit, rest one’s head etc. -2. a 
layer of something that protects an object or 
person from the impact of being hit in some 
way □ a cushion of air. o vt [impact, shock] to 

make <sthg violent or unpleasant> feel soft¬ 
er or less severe □ The snow cushioned his fall. 
□ The reduction in income tax cushioned the blow 
of an increase in sales tax. ■ to cushion sb 
against sthg [against change, reality] to protect 
sb against sthg □ We've been cushioned against 
the full effects of the recession. 

cushy ['kuji] (compar cushier, superl cushiest) 
adj [job, life] that is very easy and involves 
little effort (informal use) □ Sean's having a 
cushy time living with his parents. 

custard ['kAstard] n -1. US a sweet food that 
consists of a mixture of milk, sugar, and 
eggs baked until it is solid. -2. GB a sweet 
yellow sauce made from milk, sugar, eggs, 
and flour that is put on puddings and fruit, 

custard pie n an open pie made with custard 
that is used by clowns, comedians etc to 
throw at each other on stage, 

custard powder n a powder that is mixed 
with milk and sugar to make custard. 

Custer ['kAstal, General George Armstrong 
(1839-1876) a US soldier who was success¬ 
ful in the American Civil War. He was killed 
by a force of Native Americans at the battle 
of the Little Bighorn, also known as Custer’s 
Last Stand. 

custodian [kA'stoudjan] n a person who is in 
charge of a building, museum etc. 

custody ['kAstadi] n -1. the legal right to be 
responsible for bringing up a child, given to 
a father or mother in a divorce case □ She 
was given custody of the children. -2. to be in 
custody to be held by the police □ The sus¬ 
pect is now in police custody. 

custom ['kAStam] n -1. [of a society] a tradition 
or usual practice of a particular society or 
community □ It's a local/an ancient custom. □ 
It's the custom to write a note of thanks to the 
hostess. -2. [of a person] the habit of a par¬ 
ticular person (literary use) □ It's his custom to 
invite people for a drink before dismissing them. 
-3. business the act of regularly buying goods 
or services from a particular store or busi¬ 
ness □ Thank you for your custom. 

♦ customs n the place at the border of a 
country or at an airport or port where peo¬ 
ple arriving from a foreign country must de¬ 
clare certain goods that they have brought 
with them, e.g. alcohol or tobacco, and 
where officials search baggage to look for 
these goods □ We went through customs with¬ 
out any problems. □ customs officials. 

customary [us 'kAstameri, GB -amari] adj [be¬ 
havior, way, time] usual and expected □ You'll 
need to go through the customary procedures. 

custom-built adj [car, machine] that has been 
built to suit a particular person’s needs, 

customer ['kAstamar] n -1. a person who buys 
goods or services from a store or business □ 
She's a valued customer. -2. an awkward/a 
strange etc customer a person who • one 
thinks is awkward/strange etc (informal use), 

customer services npl a department in a 
company, store etc that deals with requests, 
inquiries, and complaints from customers. 
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customize, -ise ['kAstamaiz] vt to make or 
change <a car, machine> etc to suit a par¬ 
ticular person's needs. 

custom-made adj [shoes, suit, car) made to 
suit a particular person’s needs. 

Customs and Excise n a British government 
department that collects duty on imported 
goods and collects taxes on certain goods 
made in Britain. 

customs duty n an amount of money that 
has to be paid for bringing certain goods 
from one country into another. 

customs officer n an official who works at 
customs. 

cut [kAt] (j?t & pp cut, cont cutting) o vt -1. 
[bread, meat) to separate <sthg> into pieces 
using a knife or other sharp instrument; 
[slice, piece] to separate cone piece of sthg> 
from the rest, using a knife or other sharp 
instrument □ Cut the cake in half/in three 
pieces. □ She cut her articles from the paper. 
-2. [finger, leg, wrists) to wound <a part of 
one's body> by making an opening in the 
skin □ He fell and cut his knee. □ / cut myself 
with the can opener. -3. [prices, workforce] to 
reduce <sthg> □ We cut our costs by half. □ 
They will cut taxes in the run-up to the election. 
-4. [grass, hair] to make <sthg> shorter by re¬ 
moving part of it using a sharp tool □ He 
was cutting his toenails. □ You've had your hair 
cut. -5. [article, film] to remove part of <sthg> 
before it is published or broadcast; [line, 

scene] to remove <sthg> so that it is not 
published or broadcast □ The censors cut all 
scenes of violence. -6. to cut a tooth [child] to 
grow a tooth □ The baby is cutting his first 
tooth. -7. to cut the cards to divide a pack of 
cards into two sections before starting to 
play. -8. [meeting, class] to be deliberately ab¬ 
sent from <sthg>. 

o vi -1. [knife, blade] to make an opening in 
something, or to remove a piece of some¬ 
thing when pressed into it; [bread, cake] to 
be able to be cut □ These scissors don't cut 
very well. □ The rope cut into my wrists. □ This 
meat cuts easily. -2. cinema to stop filming a 
scene □ "Cut!" cried the director, 

o n -1. [in wood, cloth] a narrow opening 
made by cutting; [in skin, a finger] a narrow 
wound □ She had a nasty cut on her leg. -2. [of 

beef, lamb] a piece of meat that has been cut 
in a particular way, usually before cooking. 
-3. [in salary, personnel] a reduction; [in an arti¬ 

cle, a film] a part of something that is re¬ 
moved before it is published or broadcast □ 
He is calling for cuts in government spending/tax 
cuts. -4. [of the deal, the spoils] a share (infor¬ 
mal use) □ What's his cut (of the profits)? -5. [of 

hair, clothes] the shape or style of something. 
-6. phrase a cut above the rest better than the 
other things or people □ Nine Elms is full of good 
restaurants but this one is a cut above the rest. 

♦ cut across vt fus -1. to cut across sthg 
[across a field, forest] to go across sthg instead 
of around it, in order to save time □ We got 
there early by cutting across the square. 
-2. [across party lines, social divisions] to affect 

people on both sides of <sthg> □ The issue 
cuts across party lines. 

♦ cut back vt sep -1. to cut sthg back [tree, 
bush] to remove some of the branches of 
sthg. -2. to cut sthg back [expenditure, budget] 
to reduce sthg □ The factory is cutting back pro¬ 
duction. o vi [on education, advertising] to 
spend less money on sthg; [on spending, staff] 
to reduce sthg □ They had to cut back on busi¬ 
ness travel. □ We are cutting back at the. mo¬ 
ment. 

♦ cut down o vt sep -1. to cut a tree down to 
cut through the trunk of a tree until it falls 
to the ground. -2. to cut sthg down [ex¬ 
penses, intake] to reduce sthg □ He cut his 
smoking down to ten a day. o vi to cut down 
on sthg [on smoking, drinking, spending] to do 
less of sthg □ They have cut down on eating out 
in restaurants. 

♦ cut in vi -1. [in a conversation] to interrupt □ 
She cut in on their discussion. -2. [in a car] to 
move into a different lane in front of a mov¬ 
ing vehicle □ The taxi cut in on them. -3. sport 
to move in front of another player or play¬ 
ers moving in the same direction. 

♦ cut off vt sep -1. to cut sthg off [finger, 

branch, piece of meat] to remove sthg by cut¬ 
ting □ They cut the king's head off. □ She cut off 
a big lump of cheese. -2. to cut sthg off [gas, 

electricity] to stop the supply of sthg □ 
They've had their water cut off. □ They have cut 
off all military aid to the region. ■ to be cut off 
[on the telephone] to lose one’s connection □ 
"What happened?” — "/ don't know, we just got 
cut off." -3. to be cut off [place] to have no 
contact with other places, because they are 
far away or difficult to reach; [person] to 
have no contact with other people □ The 
house was cut off by snow drifts, n He felt cut 
off from his family. 

♦ cut out o vt sep -1. to cut sthg out [photo¬ 
graph, tumor] to remove sthg by cutting □ ad¬ 
vertisements cut out of magazines. -2. sewing to 
cut sthg out [pattern, dress] to make sthg into 
a particular shape by cutting. -3. to be cut 
out for sthg to have the necessary qualities 
or abilities for sthg □ He’s not cut out to be a 
politician. -4. to cut sthg out [smoking, drinking] 
to stop doing sthg; [meat, chocolate] to stop 
eating sthg. ■ cut it out! stop it! (informal 
use). -5. to cut sthg out [light, sound] to pre¬ 
vent sthg from reaching somewhere □ The 
blinds cut out the sunlight. -6. to cut sb out of 
one's will to remove sb’s name from one’s 
will, o vi [engine] to stop working. 

♦ cut up vt sep to cut sthg up [meat, vegeta¬ 
bles] to cut sthg into small pieces. 

cut-and-dried adj [argument, result] clear and 
definite □ There is no cut-and-dried solution to 
this issue. 

cut and paste computing o vi to take pieces 
of text from one part of a document and put 
them in another part, o vt to cut and paste 
in order to move <text>. 

cutback [’kAtbaek] n a reduction in the amount 
of money that is spent on something □ cut¬ 
backs in defense/health/education. 
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cute [kjir.t] adj [child, dress, animal] that one 
thinks is pretty and has an innocent or sim¬ 
ple quality □ What a cute little girl! 

cut glass « glass that is decorated with pat¬ 
terns that have been cut into it □ a cut-glass 
bowl. 

cuticle [’kjuitikl] n an area of dead skin at the 
lower part of a fingernail or toenail, 

cutlery I'kAtlari] n GB a collective term for 
knives, forks, spoons etc that are used for 
eating. 

cutlet 1'kAtlat] n -1. a small piece of meat, e.g. 
lamb or pork, joined to a bone. -2. a nut/ 
vegetable cutlet a flat mass of chopped 
nuts/vegetables that is grilled or fried, 

cut lunch n AUS a light lunch, usually of sand¬ 
wiches (informal use). 

cutoff (point) 1'kAtDf-] n a point or level that 
one fixes and decides not to go beyond □ 
Our cutoff is $45,000 — we can't afford any 
more. 

cutout ['kAtaut] n -1. a device in a machine 
that automatically stops the machine func¬ 
tioning when there is a fault or if there is 
too much electric current passing through it 
□ a cutout switch/mechanism. -2. a shape that 
has been cut from paper, card etc □ a card¬ 
board cutout. 

cut-rate US, cut-price adj [offer, goods, gaso¬ 

line] sold at a reduced price o a store offering 
cut-rate cigarettes. 

cutter l'kAt3r] n a tool that is used for cutting 
things such as wire or glass, 

cutthroat [’kAtGrout] adj [competition, campaign] 

that is aggressive and shows a great deter¬ 
mination to succeed 0 The price war is becom¬ 
ing increasingly cutthroat. 

cutting I'kAtiig] o adj [comment, remark] that is 
unkind and is intended to hurt somebody □ 
Nathan can be very cutting at times, but don't let 
it get to you. o « -1. [of a plant] a part of a 
plant, e.g. a leaf or part of a stem, that is 
put in soil or water to grow into a new 
plant. -2. [from a newspaper, magazine] an arti¬ 
cle, piece of news, photograph etc that has 
been cut out of a newspaper or magazine. 
-3. GB [in a hill] an area of land cut from a hill 
to allow a road or railroad to pass through □ 
a railway cutting. 

cuttlefish 1'kAilfiJ] (pi cuttlefish) n a sea crea¬ 
ture with a broad soft body, tentacles, and a 
flat bony part inside. 

CV (abbr of curriculum vitae) n a summary of 
one’s education, background, achievements, 
and employment history that one sends to a 
company, institution etc when one is trying 
to get a job. 

C & W n abbr of country and western (music). 

cwo (abbr of cash with order) a term that indi¬ 
cates that something has to be paid for in 
cash when the order is placed, 

cwt. abbr of hundredweight, 

cyanide ['saisnaid] « a strong poisonous sub¬ 
stance. 

cybernetics [,saib3r'netiks] n a science that is 

concerned with studying how electronic and 
mechanical devices are controlled and com¬ 
paring them to the way humans do the 

same tasks. 
cyberspace l'saib3rspeis] n a word used to de¬ 

scribe the space in which electronic mes¬ 
sages travel or exist when computer users 
send or receive them, e.g. via the Internet, 

cyclamen ['siklsman] {pi cyclamen) n a plant v 
that has red, pink, or white flowers with 
petals that curl backward, 

cycle ['saikl] on-1. [of events, processes] a se¬ 
ries of events, actions, or processes that 
happen repeatedly, always in the same or¬ 
der □ people trapped in a cycle of poverty and 
violence □ This machine completes three cycles 
per hour. □ the growth cycle of a plant. -2. = bi¬ 
cycle □ a cycle path/shop/race. -3. [of poems, 

songs] a series of poems, songs etc that form 
one continuous story about a particular per¬ 
son or event □ Schubert's song cycles, o vi to 
ride a bicycle □ / usually cycle to work. 

cyclic(al) ['siklik(l)] adj [change, process] that 
happens in cycles □ the cyclic(al) pattern of 
boom and bust. 

cycling [’saiklirj] « the activity of riding a bicy¬ 
cle □ We went cycling through Belgium. □ a cy¬ 
cling vacation. 

cycling helmet n a hard hat worn by cyclists 
as a protection for the head, 

cyclist ['saiklast] n a person who rides a bicy¬ 
cle. 

cyclone ['saikloun] n a violent tropical storm 
that moves air very fast in a circle, 

cygnet ['signat] n a young swan, 

cylinder ['silmdal n -1. [shape] a shape that 
has long straight sides and flat circular ends. 
-2. [container] a cylinder-shaped container, 
usually made of metal, that is used especial¬ 
ly for keeping gas in. -3. [in a machine] the 
tube through which a piston moves in an 
engine or a piece of machinery, 

cylinder block n the metal casing that holds 
the cylinders in the engine of a motor vehi¬ 
cle. 

cylinder head n a piece of metal that fits 
onto the top of a cylinder block in a motor 
vehicle. 

cylinder-head gasket n a piece of material 
that joins the cylinder block and the cylin¬ 
der head in a motor vehicle, 

cylindrical [saiindrikl] adj [object] that is 
shaped like a cylinder. 

cymbals ['simblz] npl a musical instrument 
consisting of two metal disks that are hit to¬ 
gether or hit with a stick or metal brush. 

Cymru [‘kAmri] the Welsh name for Wales, 

cynic ['sunk] n a person who believes that 
people only care about themselves and so 
does not expect good things to happen □ 
Don't be such a cynic — I'm sure it's true! ■ 

cynical ['sinikl] adj [remark, person, attitude] that 
shows cynicism o People get to a certain age 
and they become cynical. 

cynically 1'smikli] adv [say, talk] see cynical. 
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cynicism ['simsizm] n the attitude of a cynic □ 
/ find his cynicism rather depressing. 

CYO (abbr of Catholic Youth Organization) n 
the CYO an organization for young Catholics 
in the USA. 

cypher ['saifal « = cipher. 

cypress fsaipras] « an evergreen tree with 
dark-green leaves. 

Cypriot ['sipriat] n & adj: see Cyprus. 

Cyprus ['saipras] an island in the eastern 
Mediterranean that is divided into the Re¬ 
public of Cyprus in the south, controlled by 
Greek Cypriots, and the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, size: 9,251 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 700,000 (Cypriots), capital: Nicosia. 
language: Greek, Turkish, currency: Cypriot 
pound. 

cyst [sist] n a bubble of liquid that can form 
in or on various parts of the body. 

cystic fibrosis [.sistikfai'brousas] n an inherit¬ 
ed disease that causes lung infections, diffi¬ 
culties in absorbing food, and restricted 
growth in children. 

cystitis [si'staitas] « an infection of the blad¬ 
der that is especially common in women 
and makes urination frequent and painful, 

cytology [sai'tDbd3i] n the study of plant and 
animal cells. 

CZ (abbr of canal zone) the Panama Canal and 
the land on each side of it. It was controlled 
by the USA until 1979, when Panama took 
it over. 

czar [za:r] tt a hereditary male ruler of Russia 
before the revolution of 1917. 

Czech [tjek] « & adj: see Czech Republic. 

Czechoslovakia [us .tjeksslou'vmkm, gb -'v<ek-] 
a country in central Europe until 1993, 
when it was divided into two independent 
states, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. 

Czech Republic: the Czech Republic a country 
in central Europe that was part of Czecho¬ 
slovakia until it became an independent 
republic in 1993. size: 79,000 sq kms. popu¬ 

lation: 10,350,000 (Czechs), capital: Prague. 
language: Czech, currency: koruna. 

d1 [di:] (p>l d's or ds), D [di:] (pi D's or Ds) n the 
fourth letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ Dom-1. education a low grade for a piece 
of work. -2. music one of the notes in West¬ 
ern music, o US abbr of Democrat(ic). 

d.2 abbr of died. 
DA n abbr of district attorney □ the DA's office. 

dab [daeb] (ft & pp dabbed, cont dabbing) o « a 

small amount of cream, paint, powder etc 
that is put on a surface with a quick gentle 
stroke, o vt [wound, skin] to put cream, an 
ointment etc on <sthg> with quick gende 
strokes □ She dabbed his knee with antiseptic. ■ 
to dab sthg on(to) sthg [cream, ointment] to 
put sthg on sthg widi quick gentle strokes □ 
He dabbed some paint on(to) the canvas, o vi to 
dab at sthg to touch sthg with quick gentle 
strokes □ He dabbed at the cut with antiseptic. 

dabble [’daebl] o vt to put cone’s toes or fin- 
gers> in a liquid and move them about gen¬ 
tly. o vi to be interested or involved in 
something without being very serious about 
it d He dabbles in astrology. 

dachshund [us 'dmkshond, GB ’dseksnd] n a 
small dog with a long body and short legs, 

dad [daed], daddy ['daedi] (pi daddies) n a fa¬ 
ther (informal use). 

daddy longlegs [-'torflegz] (pi daddy longlegs) 
n GB an insect that has very long legs and 
can fly. 

daffodil [’daefadil] n a bright yellow flower 
that is shaped like a trumpet and blooms in 
the spring. 

daft [US daeft, GB da:ft] adj GB [person, behavior, 

idea) that seems silly (informal use), 

dagger ['dasgaq n a small, sharp, pointed knife 
that is used as a weapon, 

dahlia [US ‘daelia, GB 'deil-] « a brightly colored 
flower with a lot of pointed petals. 

Dail [doil] n the Dail (Eireann) in the Republic 
of Ireland, the lower chamber of parliament, 

daily ['deili] (pi dailies) o adj -1. a daily occur¬ 
rence/routine etc an occurrence/a routine etc 
that happens every day □ They kept us up to 
date with daily reports on his progress. -2. a dai¬ 
ly newspaper a newspaper that is published 
every day except Sunday. -3. a daily rate/ 
wage etc a rate/wage etc that is based on a 
single day □ They paid us on a daily basis, 
o adv every day □ The mail is distributed twice 
daily, o tt a daily newspaper, 

daintily ['deintili] adv [eat, walk, move) in a 
delicate way. 

dainty [’deinti] (contpar daintier, superl dainti¬ 
est) adj [person, dress, ornament] delicate or 
pretty. 

dairy ['dean] (pi dairies) n -1. the part of a 
farm where milk is kept or is made into but¬ 
ter or cheese. -2. a store where butter, 
cheese, milk, cream etc are sold, 

dairy cattle npl cows that are kept on a farm 
to produce milk. 

dairy farm n a farm that specializes in pro¬ 
ducing milk, butter, cheese etc. 

dairy products ttpl products made from milk, 
e.g. cheese, butter, and yogurt, 

dais f'demsj n a raised platform in a hall that 
speakers stand on to address people, 

daisy [’deizi] (pi daisies) « a small flower with 
white petals and a yellow center that often 
grows in grass. 

daisy wheel « in some typewriters and print¬ 
ers, a disk for printing characters that is 
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made up of a lot of thin rods with different 
letters of the alphabet on them. 

daisy-wheel printer n a printer that uses a 

daisy wheel. 
NOTE: Compare dot-matrix printer. 

Dakota [da'kouta] North Dakota, South Da¬ 

kota. 

Dalai Lama [US .dadaiiaima, GB ’dael-] n the 

Dalai Lama the title of the religious and po¬ 
litical leader of Tibet. The present Dalai 
Lama (1935- ) has lived in exile since the 
Chinese invasion of Tibet in 1959. 

dale [deil] n a valley. 

Dali ['da:li], Salvador (1904-1989) a Spanish 
Surrealist painter, famous for his eccentric 
behavior and thin mustache. 

Dallas ['daelss] a city in Texas, USA, that is an 
important center of the oil industry, popula¬ 
tion: 1,006,877. 

dalmatian [dasl'meijn] n a large dog with short 
white hair and black or brown spots, 

dam [daem] (pt & pp dammed, cont damming) 

on a barrier that is built across a river to 
control the flow of water, o vt to build a 
dam across <a river>. 

♦ dam up vf sep -1. to dam a river up to block 
a river by building a dam across it. -2. to 

dam one's feelings up to control one’s feel¬ 
ings. 

damage [’daemid3] o n -1. physical harm that 
spoils the condition of something or stops it 
from working properly □ The fire caused a lot 
of damage. □ You'll have to pay for the damage 
to the kitchen. □ He suffered damage to his liga¬ 
ments. -2. a harmful effect □ This scandal has 
done a lot of damage to his career, o vt -1. 
[building, structure] to destroy part of <sthg> 
□ The house was badly damaged by the explo¬ 
sion. -2. [reputation, career] to have a harmful 
effect on <sthg> □ This has severely damaged 
her chances of becoming mayor. 

♦ damages npl law an amount of money that 
a person is ordered by a court to pay to 
somebody after being found guilty of dam¬ 
aging their property or reputation or injuring 
them □ She was awarded $15,000 in damages. 

damaging [’daemid3irj] adj [scandal, affair] that 
has harmful effects □ This could be very dam¬ 
aging to your reputation/chances. 

Dame [deim] n a title given by the British 
monarch to a woman as a reward for im¬ 
portant work or services □ Dame Margot 
Fonteyn. 

damn [dsem] (informal use) o adj a word used 
to emphasize how annoyed one is about 
something □ What a damn nuisance! o adv 
very □ You know damn well I'm right! o n I 
don't give or care a damn I don’t care at all. 
o vt -1. religion to send <sb> to hell. -2. a 
word used to show that one is annoyed 
about somebody or something o Damn it! 
o excl a word used to show that one is an¬ 
noyed. 

damnation [daem’neijn] n religion the state of 
being damned. 

damned [daemd] (informal use) o adj a word 

used to show how strongly one feels about 
something □ It's a damned shame. ■ I'm 
damned if... a phrase used to show that one 
does not intend to do something □ I'm 
damned if I'm going to give up my Saturdays for 
him! ■ well I'll be or I'm damned! a phrase 
used to express surprise □ Well I'll be damned, 
look who's here! o adv. This kitchen needs a 
damned good clean. 

damning [’daemirj] adj a damning statement/ 
report etc a statement/report etc that shows 
that somebody has done something very 
bad or wrong □ The number of homeless peo¬ 
ple is a damning indictment of our society. 

damp [daemp] o adj [clothes, building, weather] 

that feels slightly wet □ a damp cold room, 
o n slight wetness that affects areas of 
walls, celings etc □ There's a patch of damp 
above the window, o vt to make <sthg> damp 
□ She damped the cloth and wiped the table. 

♦ damp down vt sep to damp sthg down [un¬ 

rest, panic, enthusiasm] to make sthg less in¬ 
tense. 

damp course n GB a layer of special material 
that is placed near the bottom of a wall to 
prevent damp rising through its bricks, 

dampen [’daempan] vt -1. [cloth, surface] to 
make <sthg> damp. -2. [excitement, enthusi¬ 

asm, hope! to make <sthg> less strong □ 
Nothing could dampen her high spirits. 

damper [’daempor] tt a metal plate in front of a 
fire or furnace that can be moved to control 
the flow of air, making the fire bum more or 
less brightly. ■ to put a damper on sthg [on a 

party, somebody's enthusiasm] to make sthg 
less lively or enjoyable □ The news put a 
damper on things, didn ‘t it? 

damp-proof course « = damp course, 

damson [’daemzn] n a small purple plum, 

dance [US daens, GB darns] o n -1. a rhythmical 
way of moving one’s body and feet, usually 
in time to music □ Dance is a good form of ex¬ 
ercise. -2. a particular set of movements per¬ 
formed in time to music, e.g. the tango or 
the waltz □ Would you like a dance? □ a fast 
dance. -3. a social occasion where there is 
music and dancing □ Are you coming to the 
dance? -4. an art form in which performers 
move in time to music, e.g. ballet □ classes 
in contemporary dance and ballet, o vi 
-1. [person] to perform a dance □ Can you 
dance? -2. [shadows, flowers, flames] to move 
quickly, as if dancing □ The daffodils danced in 
the wind. 

dance floor n an area of a club, restaurant etc 
where there are no chairs, tables etc and 
people can dance □ There were only two peo¬ 
ple on the dance floor. 

dance hall n a public hall that can be rented 
for parties and where people dance, 

dancer [us ’drensr, GB ’dainsa] n a person who 
dances □ You're a good dancer. □ She used to 
be a professional dancer. 

dancing [US ’dasnsir), GB ’darns-] n the activity 
of dancing □ dancing lessons. 

D and C {abbr of dilatation and curettage) n 
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medicine an operation in which the inside of 
the womb is scraped to remove a growth or 
tissue for a sample, or to carry out an abor¬ 
tion. 

dandelion [‘daendalaian] n a common wild 
plant that has yellow flowers that become 
soft balls of white seeds. 

dandruff f'daindrAf] n small white pieces of 
dead skin that come from people’s heads 
and can be seen in their hair or on their 
clothing. 

dandy ['diendi] (pi dandies) n a man who pays 
a lot of attention to his clothing and appear¬ 
ance. 

Dane [dein] n a person who comes from or 
lives in Denmark. 

danger l'deind3ar] n -1. the possibility of being 
hurt or killed □ He sensed danger. □ ‘Danger, 
keep out.' m to be in danger to be in a situa¬ 
tion where one may be killed or hurt □ 
They/Their lives are in great danger, m to be out 
of danger to be safe, after having been in 
danger or seriously ill. -2. something that 
may cause harm □ the dangers of smoking/of 
making hasty judgments □ The power station is a 
danger to public safety. -3. to be in danger of 
doing sthg to be in a situation in which one 
might do sthg bad □ We're in danger of ex¬ 
ceeding the budget. -4. there’s no danger of 
that a phrase used to say that something 
bad will not happen □ There's no danger of 
that happening. 

danger list n to be on the danger list to be so 
ill that one may die □ She's off the danger list 
now. 

danger money n gb = danger pay. 

dangerous I'deindsaras] adj [animal, person, 
situation] that may cause harm or a problem 
n It would be dangerous to invest everything in 
one type of stock. 

dangerous driving n the act of driving a mo¬ 
tor vehicle in a way that is likely to cause 
injury or damage. 

dangerously I'deindsarasli] adv -1. [live, drive] 
see dangerous □ This building is dangerously 
close to collapse. -2. dangerously ill very ill 
and close to death. 

danger pay n US extra money that is paid to 
somebody for doing a dangerous job. 

danger zone n a dangerous area, 

dangle ['daerjgl] o vt -1. to let <sthg> hang 
loosely so that it can move □ She dangled her 
legs over the arm of the sofa. -2. to dangle sthg 
in front of sb to offer sthg as an attractive 
possibility to sb in order to encourage them 
to do something, o vi [legs, chain] to hang 
loosely in a way that allows movement □ 
Let your arms dangle by your side. 

Daniel f'daenjal] in the Bible, a Jew who was 
captured and put into a lions’ den to be 
killed. He survived because God protected 
him. 

Danish ['deinif] o adj-. see Denmark, o a a roll 
made of sweet pastry and filled with apple 
or almond paste □ an apple Danish, o up! the 
Danish the people of Denmark. 

Danish blue n a strong white cheese with 
lines of blue mold in it. 

Danish pastry n = Danish. 

dank [daerjk] ad] [room, cellar, atmosphere] that 
is unpleasantly damp and cold □ The base¬ 
ment was dank and cold. 

Danube ['daenjuib]: the Danube a river in cen¬ 
tral Europe that starts in southern Germany 
and flows into the Black Sea. 

dapper ['da2p3r] adj [man] who is small and 
neat in appearance. 

dappled ['daipld] adj -1. [light, shade] that con¬ 
sists of small patches of shadow and light. 
-2. a dappled horse a horse that is marked 
with spots of a different color from the rest 
of its coat. 

Dardanelles [,da:rd3'nelz]: the Dardanelles a 
narrow channel between European and 
Asian Turkey, connecting the Mediterranean 
and the Sea of Marmara. 

dare [dear] o vt -1. to dare (to) do sthg to be 
brave enough to do sthg (used as a modal 
verb) □ / didn't dare argue. □ He lay hidden, hard¬ 
ly daring to breathe. ■ I dare say you are right 
you are probably right □ / dare say you’re hun¬ 
gry after your journey. ■ don’t you dare! if you 
do that I shall be very angry and upset □ 
Don't you dare tell him what I said! m how dare 
you! what you have done makes me feel 
very angry because it is unfair □ How dare he 
speak to me like that! -2. to dare sb to do sthg 
to persuade sb to do sthg dangerous in or¬ 
der to show how brave they are □ Go on, I 
dare you to ask him! 

on a challenge made to somebody to do 
something dangerous in order to show how 
brave they are □ He stole the radio on a dare. 

daredevil ['desrdevl] n a person who enjoys 
doing dangerous activities or sports. 

daren't l‘de3rnt] GB = dare not. 

daring ['deanrfi o adj -1. [person] who is not 
afraid to take risks or do something danger¬ 
ous; [action, feat, attempt] that is brave and in¬ 
volves risk □ a daring bid to get into the record 
books. -2. [comment, movie, dress] that is un¬ 
usual or unexpected and likely to shock 
people □ It was very daring of you to suggest a 
complete rethink, o n the courage to take 
risks □ a man of great daring. 

dark [da:rk] o adj -1. [room, street, night] with 
little or no light □ It gets dark at 3:00 p.m. in 
wintertime. -2. [color, material] that is nearer to 
black than to white □ a dark-blue suit. 
-3. [person] who has dark skin and dark 
brown or black hair □ Is she dark or fair? 
-4. [story, thought] sad and depressing □ during 
the dark days of the Depression. -5. [look, com¬ 
ment] that is unpleasant and threatening □ 
There's a dark side to him. 

On-1. the dark a situation where there is 
no light □ He's afraid of the dark. ■ to be in the 
dark about sthg to know nothing about sthg 
□ I'm afraid we're as much in the dark about 
Joel's intentions as you are. □ Even her aides 
were kept in the dark about the deal until the last 
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minute. -2. before/after dark before/after sun¬ 
set □ Make sure you're back before dark. 

Dark Ages npl the Dark Ages the period of 
European history from about 500 AD to 
1000 AD. 

darken [’da:rk3n] o vt [color, room] to make 
<sthg> darker □ A large thunder-cloud darkened 
the sky. o vi -1. [sky, room] to become darker. 
-2. [face] to start looking angry, 

dark glasses npl glasses that have dark lenses 
to keep one's eyes protected or hidden, 

dark horse n a person who keeps their 
thoughts, intentions, or talents secret □ 
You're a dark horse, I didn't know you could 
speak Italian. 

darkness [’dariknas] n [of a room, street, night] 

the state of being dark □ Thousands of homes 
were plunged into darkness. □ Darkness fell. 

darkroom ['da:rkru:m] n a room that does not 
let any light in and is used for developing 
photographs. 

darling t'da:rlig] o adj -1. [person] a word used 
to somebody who one loves very much □ To 
my darling husband on his birthday. -2. [child, cot¬ 

tage] that one thinks is attractive or likes 
very much □ What a darling little puppy! o n 
-1. a term of affection for somebody one 
loves □ I'm home, darling! -2. a word used to 
address somebody, usually of the opposite 
sex, in a friendly way (informal use) □ Hello, 
darling. -3. to be the darling of... to be popular 
among a particular group of people at a par¬ 
ticular time □ the darling of the media/party con¬ 
ference. 

darn [da:rn] o adj a word used to show that 
one is annoyed about something (informal 
use) □ That darn dog! o adv very (informal use) 
□ / came darn close to having an accident, o vt 
to mend a hole in <a piece of clothing> 
by sewing long stitches across it; to mend 
<a hole> in a piece of clothing in this way. 
o ex cl a word used by somebody to show 
that they are annoyed (informal use) □ Darn 
it! 

darning needle n a long needle used for 
darning. 

dart [da:rt] On-1. a small arrow that is 
thrown at a board in games, or fired from a 
gun or blowpipe as a weapon. -2. sewing a 
fold that is made in a piece of clothing to 
make it fit more closely, o vt to dart a look 
or glance at sb to look very quickly at sb. 
o vi to move somewhere suddenly and 
quickly □ She darted behind a tree. 

♦ darts n a game in which darts are thrown 
at a dartboard. 

dartboard [’da:rtbo:rd] n a round board divid¬ 
ed into numbered sections that is used as a 
target in the game of darts. 

Dartmoor [’da:rtmuar] -1. a large area of high 
land in southwestern England that is a na¬ 
tional park. -2. a famous prison on Dart¬ 
moor. 

Darwin1 [’da:rwan] the capital of the Northern 
Territory of Australia, population: 78,139. 

Darwin2 ['dadwsn], Charles (1809-1882) a 

British scientist whose book, The Origin of 
Species, stated that people are descended 
from animals. His theory of evolution 
caused controversy because it disagreed 
with Christian ideas. 

dash [da;/] o n -1. a dash of sthg a small 
amount of sthg that is mixed with or added 
to some other substance □ Add a dash of ta¬ 
basco sauce. -2. grammar a punctuation mark 
(-) that is usually used to separate a phrase 
from the rest of a sentence. -3. auto = dash¬ 
board. -4. to make a dash for sthg [for a train, 

building] to run suddenly and quickly toward 
sthg □ We made a dash for the nearest doorway 
to try and shelter from the rain. 
o vt -1. to break <sthg> by throwing it 
against a hard surface (literary use) □ The 
waves dashed the boat against the rocks. -2. to 
destroy <sb’s hopes> □ His letter dashed any 
hopes I had of a reconciliation. 
o vi to go somewhere quickly □ I've got to 
dash back to the office. ■ I must dash I am in a 
hurry and have to leave now. 

♦ dash off vt sep to dash sthg off [letter, memo] 
to write sthg quickly because one is in a 
hurry to finish it. 

dashboard [’dae/bodd] n auto the panel in a 
motor vehicle in front of the driver that 
contains instruments and switches, 

dashing ['daejirj] adj [person] who is lively, 
stylish, and attractive. 

DAT [daet, ,di:ei'ti:] (abbr of digital audio tape) n 
a high-quality cassette tape that records 
sounds in digital form. 

data [’delta] n -1. information, usually in the 
form of facts and figures, that helps people 
to understand something quickly □ / haven't 
had time to process all the data yet. -2. com¬ 
puting information that is stored in a com¬ 
puter □ data entry/input/protection. 

databank [’deitabaerjk] n = database, 
database [’deitabeis] n a collection of data 

that is stored in a computer in such a way 
that related types of data can be identified, 

data capture n the act of entering data into a 
computer system, usually using a keyboard, 
diskette, or scanner. 

Datapost™ [’deitapoust] n a British mail ser¬ 
vice for sending letters, packages etc more 
quickly than the usual mail, 

data processing n the act of selecting or or¬ 
ganizing data in a computer in order to pro¬ 
duce or analyze information, 

data protection n the protection of people’s 
privacy by legally controlling the use of data 
about them that is stored on computers, 

data transmission n the process of sending 
computer data from one place to another, 
e.g. by using a modem, 

date [deit] o n -1. a particular point in time, 
usually shown by the number of the day, 
the name of the month, and the number of 
the year □ "What's today's date?" or "What 
date is it today?" — "It's June ninth." □ We can 
look at the figures again at a later date. -2. [with 
a friend] an arrangement to meet somebody 
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at a particular time □ Shall we make a date for 
lunch? -3. [with a boyfriend, girlfriend] an ar- 
rangement to go out with a boyfriend or 
girlfriend, or with somebody that one hopes 
to have a romantic relationship with □ My 
daughter's going out on her first date tonight. 
-4. [boyfriend, girlfriend] the person one goes 
out with as a boyfriend or girlfriend on a 
date □ Can I bring a date to the party? -5. [fruit] 

a small, sweet, dark-brown fruit that grows 
on palm trees. 

o vt -1. to estimate the age of <sthg> □ The 
church can be dated from the stonework. 
-2. [letter, check] to write the present date on 
<sthg> □ The invoice was dated August 24th. 
-3. [person] to go out regularly with <sb that 
one is having a romantic relationship with> 
□ Is Jim still dating Anne? 

o vi to go out of fashion □ It's the sort of style 
that never dates. 

♦ to date adv up to the present time □ En¬ 
closed is a list of all our transactions to date. □ To 
date, I've only met him once. 

♦ date back to, date from vt fus to date back 

to the 14th/15th etc century to have been in 
existence since the 14th/15th etc century □ 
The church dates from Norman times. 

datebook ['deitbuk] « us -1. a newspaper edi¬ 
tor’s record of events that have to be report¬ 
ed in the future. -2. a small book with 
spaces marked for each day or week of the 
year where one can write down appoint¬ 
ments etc. 

dated I'deitod] adj that is no longer fashion¬ 
able □ That look seems rather dated these days. 

dateline ['deitlain] n = international date line. 

date of birth tt the date on which somebody 
was bom □ Give your name, age, and date of 
birth. 

date rape n a situation in which a man rapes 
a woman who he knows socially and who 
he has usually just spent the evening with. 

date stamp n -1. a rubber stamp used for 
marking the date on documents. -2. a date 
marked by a date stamp. 

daub [do:b] vt [surface, wall, face] to spread a 
substance on <sthg> unevenly and careless¬ 
ly □ The door was daubed with paint. ■ to daub 

sthg on sthg [paint, mud] to spread sthg un¬ 
evenly and carelessly on sthg □ He daubed 
paint on the wall. 

daughter ['do:tar] n somebody’s female child 
□ Our youngest daughter is still at school. 

daughter-in-law (pi daughters-in-law) n the 
wife of one’s son. 

daunt [do:nt] vt to make <sb> worried and 
uncertain about whether they can succeed 
in what they are trying to do □ / felt daunted 
by the prospect. 

daunting ['dmntirj] adj [task, prospect] that 
daunts somebody □ Meeting Charles' huge 
family was very daunting. 

David ['deivsd] (10th century BC) King of Isra¬ 
el. In the Bible, he killed the giant Goliath 
with a stone. The names David and Goliath 

daybreak 

are often used to describe battles between 
weak and strong people. 

Davis [‘deivas], Jefferson (1808-1889) Presi¬ 
dent of the Confederacy from 1861 to 1864. 

dawdle [’dordl] vi to waste time by doing 
something or going somewhere very slowly 
□ She dawdled over her breakfast. □ Hurry up and 
stop dawdling! 

dawn [do:n] o n -1. the time at the beginning 
of a day when the first light appears in the 
sky □ He woke up at dawn. □ They work from 
dawn to dusk. -2. the dawn of an age/era etc 

the beginning of an age/era etc □ the dawn of 
civilization, o vi -1. [day] to begin □ The day 
dawned bright and sunny. -2. [period, hope] to 
begin to develop □ 4 new era of peace 
dawned. 

♦ dawn (up)on vt fus to dawn (up)on sb to 
become slowly clear to sb □ It finally dawned 
on me that they were taking advantage of me. 

dawn chorus n GB the dawn chorus the sound 
of birds singing at dawn. 

day [dei] n -1. one of the seven periods that a 
week is divided into □ the day before/after the 
conference □ What day is it today? m the day be¬ 

fore yesterday two days ago. -2. a period of 
24 hours □ It will take three days for the check 
to clear your account. ■ any day now at any 
time soon in the next few days □ We're ex¬ 
pecting to hear something any day now. m to call 

it a day to stop doing something, usually 
working □ / suggest we call it a day now and 
finish up tomorrow. • to make sb's day to 
make sb very happy (informal use) □ Getting 
the chance to meet up with you really made my 
day. m to save sthg for a rainy day to keep 
sthg, especially money, so that one can use 
it later when it is more needed. ■ it's early 

days yet GB it’s too soon to be certain □ The 
new product seems to be selling well, but it's ear¬ 
ly days yet. ■ his days are numbered he has 
not got much time left to live or keep his 
job, power etc. ■ in this day and age in the 
present time □ In this day and age you can hard¬ 
ly expect your wife to do all the cooking and 
cleaning for you. ■ one day, some day, one of 

these days at some time in the future □ One 
of these days I'm going to tell him what I think of 
him. -3. a period in the past □ In those days 
there were no cars. ■ in sb's day during the 
time when sb was alive, active, or famous □ 
In my day, children were expected to be polite to 
their elders. □ He was well known in his day. 
-4. the time when it is light and when peo¬ 
ple are usually active □ He sleeps by day and 
works at night. □ I've had a miserable day at the 
office. □ Lovely day, isn't it I □ / was trying to 
phone you all day! m day and night [work] all or 
almost all the time, without stopping □ 
We've been working day and night trying to get 
this finished in time. 

♦ days adv [work] during the day. 

dayboy ['deiboi] « GB a male pupil who goes 
to a boarding school but lives at home, 

daybreak ['deibreik] « the time at the begin¬ 
ning of the day when the first light appears 
in the sky □ / left the house at daybreak. 
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daycare center f'deikea'-] n a nursery where 
young children can be taken care of while 
their parents are at work, 

daycenter [1 deisentor] n GB a place where chil¬ 
dren or elderly or disabled people can be 
taken care of during the day. 

daydream [’deidrum] on a pleasant thought 
or fantasy somebody has when they are 
awake, o vi to have daydreams □ What are 
you daydreaming about? 

daygirl [’deig3irl] n GB a female pupil at a 
boarding school who lives at home. 

Day-Glo™ [-glou] adj a Day-Glo color a color, 
e.g. pink, orange, or green, that is very 
bright when light shines on it. 

daylight fdeilait] n -1. natural light during the 
day □ It looks different in daylight. -2. [in the 
morning] the time at the beginning of a day 
when the first light appears in the sky □ 
We set off before daylight. -3. to scare the 
(living) daylights out of sb to scare sb very 

much. 

daylight robbery n an expression used to 
show that one thinks something is much 
more expensive than it should be (informal 
use) □ $50 for a notebook? That's daylight rob¬ 

bery! 

daylight saving (time) [-'seivirj-] n the prac¬ 
tice of setting all the clocks in a country or 
region one hour later than the local standard 
time in the summer in order to have more 
daylight hours. 

day nursery n GB = daycare center. 

Day of Atonement n = Yom Kippur. 

day off {yl days off) n a working day when 
one does not go to work □ She took a day off 
to go to the dentist, a / could meet you on Mon¬ 
day — it's my day off. 

day pupil n GB a pupil who goes to a board¬ 
ing school but lives at home, 

day release n GB a system that allows em¬ 
ployees to take time off work, e.g. one day 
a week, to study at college, 

day return n GB a travel ticket to go some¬ 
where and come back the same day that 
costs less than the standard round trip fare, 

dayroom ['deirinm] n a room in an institution, 
e.g. a hospital, where people can read, write, 
relax etc. 

day school n a school where the students re¬ 
turn home at the end of each day rather 
than stay to sleep there, 

day shift n a shift in which one works during 
the day. 

day student n US a student who goes home 
in the evening rather than living at the 
school or college where they are studying, 

daytime ['deitaim] n the time during the day 
when it is light □ a daytime job □ daytime TV. 

day-to-day adj -1. day-to-day activities/duties 
etc activities/duties etc that are a regular 
part of one's life and are not special in any 
way □ She is in charge of the day-to-day running 
of the organization. -2. to live a day-to-day ex¬ 

istence to live each day as it happens with¬ 

out planning ahead. 
day trip n a sightseeing excursion in which one 

goes to a place and comes back the same day. 

day tripper n a person on a day trip, 

daze [deiz] o n to be in a daze to be unable to 
think clearly, e.g. after a shock or a blow to 
the head □ / went around in a daze for weeks af¬ 
ter she left, o vt to put <sb> in a daze, 

dazed [deizd] adj [person] who is in a daze □ 
He seemed dazed and confused. 

dazzle fdaezl] vt -1. [light, sun] to make <sb> 
unable to see for a short time because of be¬ 
ing so bright □ / was dazzled by the car's head¬ 
lights. -2. [beauty, skill, wit] to impress <sb> 
very much □ She dazzled everyone with her wit 

and humor. 

dazzling ['dsezlirj] adj [light, beauty, skill] that 
dazzles somebody □ She gave a dazzling perfor¬ 

mance. 
DBE (abbr of Dame Commander of the Order of 

the British Empire) n a British honorary title 

for women. 

DBS (abbr of direct broadcasting by satellite) « 
a system of broadcasting television pro¬ 
grams via a satellite into homes equipped 
with special satellite dishes. 

DC o n abbr of direct current, o -1. abbr of Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. -2. = Washington D.C. 
NOTE: Compare AC. 

DD (abbr of Doctor of Divinity) n a postgradu¬ 
ate degree in religious studies; a person who 
has this degree. 

D/D abbr of direct debit. 

D-day n -1. the day (June 6, 1944) when the 
Allied forces invaded German-occupied 
Europe by landing on the beaches of north¬ 
ern France. -2. a day when a particular im¬ 
portant event is planned to happen. 

DDS (abbr of Doctor of Dental Science) n a 
postgraduate degree in dentistry; a person 
who has this degree. 

DDT (abbr of dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) n 
a chemical used for killing insects that is 
also harmful to people and animals. It is 
now banned in many countries. 

DE abbr of Delaware. 

DEA (abbr of Drug Enforcement Administration) 
n the DEA the US government department 
responsible for controlling the use and sale 
of dangerous drugs. 

deacon ['di’.kan] n -1. in some Christian 
churches, a person who is below a priest in 
rank. -2. in some Protestant churches, a per¬ 
son who helps the minister, 

deaconess [,di:ka'nes] n in some Christian 
churches, a woman who performs some of 
the duties of a priest. 

deactivate [dh'asktiveit] vt to make <a bomb> 
safe. 

dead [ded] o adj -1. [person, animal, plant! that 
is no longer alive □ The family refuse to accept 
that she might be dead. ■ to shoot sb dead to 
kill sb by shooting them. ■ he wouldn't be 
seen dead in that restaurant/wearing those 
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clothes etc he would never go to that 
restaurant/wear those clothes etc (informal 
use). -2. to go dead [leg, arm, finger] to lose all 
feeling □ My hand's gone dead. -3. [telephone, 

battery, radio) that does not work because 
there is no electrical power in it □ / tried to 
phone but the line was dead. -4. dead silence/ 
calm etc complete silence/calm etc □ The train 
came to a dead stop. -5. [town, party) that is 
boring because there is nothing exciting 
happening □ This place is completely dead at 
night. -6. [voice, eyes] showing no excitement 
or emotion. 

o adv -1. completely; very (informal use) □ 
Im dead against it. □ I'm dead tired, m to be 
dead set on/against sthg to be determined to 
do or have sthg/prevent sthg from happen¬ 
ing. -2. to stop dead to stop suddenly. -3. GB 
exacdy □ They arrived dead on time/on six 
o'clock. □ dead in the middle. 

o n in the dead of night/winter in the middle 
of the night/winter. 

o npl the dead people who have died □ a 
memorial service for the war dead. 

deadbeat ['dedbfit] n US a person who does 

not want to live and work in the way that 

most people in society do and so is consid¬ 
ered to be lazy (informal use). 

dead center n the dead center the exact cen¬ 
ter of something. 

dead duck h a person, plan, or idea that is 
thought to have no chance of success or sur¬ 
vival (informal use) □ His plan to run for the 
presidency is now a dead duck. 

deaden ['dedn] vf [pain, hunger, noise] to make 
<sthg> less extreme so that one notices it 
less. 

dead end « -1. a street that does not lead to 
other streets because one end of it is perma¬ 
nently closed. -2. an activity or situation 
that does not lead to any further develop¬ 
ment □ The talks have reached a dead end. 

dead-end job n a job with no possibilities of 
future progress or promotion, 

dead heat n a situation in which two or 
more competitors finish as equal winners, 

dead letter n -1. a letter that has not been 
delivered. -2. a rule or law that still exists, 
but is no longer enforced or obeyed, 

deadline ['dedlain] n the time after which it is 
too late for something to be done □ The 
deadline for applications is August 26th. □ We'll 
have to work overtime to meet the deadline. 

deadlock f'dedlok] n a situation in a dispute in 
which no agreement can be reached be¬ 
tween the two sides □ The talks between the 
two parties have reached a deadlock. ■ to break 
the deadlock to end the deadlock □ Last- 
minute negotiations failed to break the deadlock. 

deadlocked ['dedlokt] adj to be deadlocked 
[talks, negotiations] to have reached a dead¬ 
lock. 

deadly [’dedli] (compar deadlier, superl deadli¬ 
est) o adj -1. [poison, weapon] that can kill 
people. -2. deadly enemies people who hate 
each other and want to harm each other □ 

They became deadly enemies. -3. [accuracy, 

force] that is complete and capable of caus¬ 
ing a lot of damage □ His aim is deadly, o adv 
deadly boring/serious etc very boring/serious 
etc □ His speech was deadly dull. 

deadly nightshade [-'nait/eid] « a plant with 
purple bell-shaped flowers and very poison¬ 
ous black berries. 

deadpan ['dedpaen] o adj [expression, manner, 

humor] that deliberately seems serious while 
intending to be funny, o adv [look, act] in a 
deadpan way. 

Dead Sea: the Dead Sea a large lake between 
Israel and Jordan. The water in it is so salty 
that people can float in it easily. 

deadwood [ dedwod] us, dead wood gb n 
people or things in an organization that are 
no longer considered useful or profitable □ 
The new management plans to get rid of any 
deadwood. 

deaf [def] o adj -1. [person] who is unable to 

hear □ She was born deaf in one ear. -2. to be 
deaf to sthg [to somebody's demands, criticism] 

to refuse to take notice of sthg □ The govern¬ 
ment was deaf to our requests for aid. o npl the 
deaf deaf people □ a school for the deaf. 

deaf-aid n GB = hearing aid. 

deaf-and-dumb adj [person] who cannot hear 
or speak. 

deafen [’defn] vt to make <sb> unable to hear 

□ We were deafened by the noise from outside. 

deafening ['defnirj] adj [noise, crash] very loud 
□ the deafening roar of planes overhead. 

deaf-mute o adj [person] who is unable to 
hear or speak, o « a deaf-mute person. 

deafness ['defnas] n [of a person] see deaf □ She 
overcame her deafness, eventually becoming a 
successful percussionist. 

deal [did] (ft & pp dealt) o tt -1. a good or 

great deal a lot □ / miss her a great deal. □ 
There's a great deal of work to be done. 
-2. [between people, organizations, countries] an 
agreement, usually in business □ / assume the 
deal is going ahead, ■ to do or strike a deal 
with sb to make an agreement with sb □ We 
struck a good deal with the distribution company. 
□ The government does not do deals with terror¬ 
ists. -3. a good/bad etc deal (informal use) 

good/bad etc treatment □ The legislature prom¬ 
ised to give small businesses a better deal. □ At 
least we can say we got a fair deal. 
o vt -1. to deal sb/sthg a blow, to deal a blow 
to sb/sthg to hit sb/sthg □ They dealt him sev¬ 
eral blows to the head. □ The closure of the plant 
dealt a terrible blow to the community. -2. to 
give <cards> to the players in a card game, 

o vi -1, to give cards to the players in a card 
game. -2. to buy and sell drugs, weapons 
etc. 

♦ deal in vt fus to deal in sthg [in drugs, furni¬ 

ture, commodities] to buy and sell sthg to 
make money □ They deal in second-hand books. 

♦ deal out vt sep -1. to deal cards out to give 
cards to the players in a card game. -2. to 
deal sthg out (food, money] to share sthg out 



dealer 
262 

among several people. ■ to deal punishment 
out to punish somebody. 

♦ deal with vt fus -1. to deal with sthg [with a 
problem, situation] to take action in order to 
bring sthg to an acceptable or desirable con¬ 
clusion □ I/Vie are dealing with your complaint. 
-2. to deal with sb [with a customer, patient] to 
take action to meet the needs of sb □ The job 
involves dealing with the public. -3. to deal with 
sthg to be about sthg □ The book/movie deals 
with corruption in high places. -4. to deal with 
sthg [with a problem, emergency] to be faced 
with sthg □ We are dealing with what is poten¬ 
tially a major disaster. 

dealer ['di:br] n -1. a person who buys and 
sells particular goods to make money □ a 
drugs/an arms/an antiques dealer. -2. a person 
who deals the cards in a card game, 

dealership ['di:brJip] n a place where particu¬ 
lar types of goods are bought and sold □ a 
car dealership. 

dealing f'diilirj] n business the activity of buy¬ 
ing and selling of goods, shares etc □ Dealing 
in futures was down yesterday. 

♦ dealings npl personal involvement or a 
business relationship that one has with 
somebody □ / don't know, I've never had any 
dealings with him. 

dealt [delt] fast tense & fast farticifle of deal, 

dean [di:n] « -1. [at a university, college] a teach¬ 
er who is in charge of a faculty or college, 
or who looks after the welfare of students. 
-2. [in the Church of England] a priest who is in 
charge of other priests and of running a ca¬ 
thedral. 

Dean [dim], James (1931-1955) a US movie 
actor who was killed in a car crash. He ap¬ 
peared in East of Eden and Rebel without a 
Cause, and became a symbol of angry 
youth. 

Dean's List n the Dean's List at some US uni¬ 
versities, a list of the top students, 

dear [diar] o adj -1. a dear friend/sister etc a 
friend/sister etc who one loves very much □ 
She's a very dear friend. □ I've always been fond 
of dear old Shirley. ■ to be dear to sb to be 
very important to sb □ You are very dear to 
me. -2. GB to be dear to cost a lot of money 
□ Property is dear in this area. -3. Dear Sir/ 
Madam/John etc a phrase used at the begin¬ 
ning of a letter to show who one is writing 
to. 
o n -1. a word used when speaking to 
somebody one likes or loves, especially 
one’s husband or wife □ Hello, dear, I'm 
home! □ / do understand, my dear. -2. a kind 
and helpful person □ John is such a dear, 
o excl oh dear! a phrase used to show disap¬ 
pointment or sympathy □ Oh dear! I seem to 
have broken it. 

Dear Abby™ [-'aebi] n the name of a personal 
advice column in many US newspapers, 

dearly ['diali] adv to love sb dearly to love sb 
very much □ I've always loved you very dearly, 
Sam. ■ I would dearly love or like to know I 
would very much like to know. 

dearth [d3:r0] n a dearth of sthg a shortage of 
sthg that is needed □ There is a dearth of good 

restaurants in this area. 

death [de0] n -1. [of a person, animal] the end of 
a person’s or animal’s life □ What was the 
cause of death? ■ to be crushed/beaten etc to 
death to be crushed/beaten etc so much that 
one dies. ■ to fall/jump etc to one's death to 
die by falling/jumping etc. -2. an agonizing/a » 
horrible etc death an agonizing/horrible etc 
way to die □ It was a cruel death! -3. a person 
who has died or been killed □ The number of 
road deaths has increased rapidly. -4. [of a tradi¬ 

tion, idea] the end of something □ Videos will 
be the death of cinema. -5. phrases to frighten/ 
worry sb to death to frighten/worry sb a lot 
□ Where have you been? I was worried to death, 
m to be bored to death with sb/sthg to be 
very bored by sb/sthg (informal use). ■ to be 
sick to death of sthg to be very annoyed or 
bored by sthg (informal use) □ I'm sick to death 
of listening to Tony complaining the whole time! 
m to put sb to death to kill sb, usually after 
an official order □ He was put to death for his 
religious views. ■ to be at death's door to be 
very ill and close to death, 

deathbed [’deGbed] n to be on one's deathbed 
to be about to die □ a deathbed confession. 

death certificate « an official document writ¬ 
ten by a doctor that states where and when 
a person died and what caused their death, 

death duty n GB = death tax. 

death knell n to sound the death knell for sthg 
to cause sthg to end soon □ Another scandal 
could sound the death knell for the party. 

deathly [ deGli] o adj a deathly silence or hush 
a total silence, o adv deathly pale/cold etc 
very pale/cold etc □ It was deathly quiet. 

death penalty n the death penalty the punish¬ 
ment of a serious crime by death, 

death rate n the number of deaths within a 
particular area or group of people in propor¬ 
tion to the population of that area or group, 

death row [-'rou] n to be on death row [prison- 
ei, inmate] to have been sentenced to death □ 
Collins has been on death row for 10 years. 

death sentence n a punishment of death giv¬ 
en by a court □ In some countries, drug traffick¬ 
ing carries the death sentence. 

death squad n a group of people employed 
by a political party or military force to kill 
people who oppose them, 

death tax n US a tax that has to be paid on 
money and property left by a person who 
has died. 

death toll n the number of people who have 
died in a war, massacre, earthquake etc. 

death trap « something, e.g. a vehicle or 
building, that is so unsafe that anybody 
who goes in it could be killed. 

Death Valley an area of desert between Cali¬ 
fornia and Nevada. It is the lowest, hottest, 
and driest part of the USA. 

deathwatch beetle [,de0wDtJ-] n a kind of 
beede that eats holes in wood and makes a 
tapping or clicking noise. 



263 
decadent 

death wish n to have a death wish to take 
such big risks that one seems not to care if 
one dies. 

deb [deb] n = debutante (informal use). 

debacle [dei'baikl] n an event that ends in to¬ 
tal failure. 

debar [di:'bo:r] (pt & pp debarred, com debar¬ 
ring) vt to prevent <sb> from doing some- 
thing or going somewhere □ Foreigners are 
debarred from applying for these posts. 

debase [di'beis] vt to lower the value or qual¬ 
ity of <sb/sthg>. ■ to debase oneself to act 
in a way that makes people lose respect for 
one. 

debatable [di'beitabl] adj [question, point, issue] 

that one does not know the answer to be¬ 
cause people have different views about it □ 
It's debatable whether the Germans are even in¬ 
terested joining. 

debate [di'beit] o « -l. a discussion about 
something by two or more people who hold 
different views □ a heated debate □ There has 
been a lot of debate about or over the issue of 
embryo research. ■ to be open to debate [ques¬ 

tion, matter] to be debatable □ Whether that 
would have achieved anything is open to debate. 
-2. a formal meeting at which people have a 
debate about something □ There will be a live 
debate on television. 

o vt -1. [issue, question, subject] to have a de¬ 
bate about <sthg> □ The origins of the virus 
are much debated. -2. [course of action] to dis¬ 
cuss and think about <sthg> before making 
a decision □ We're just debating whether to go 
ahead with the deal or not. 

o vi: I debated with my boss about the merits of 
the idea. □ / debated a little about which color 
was best. 

debating society [di'beitirj-] n a society that 
organizes formal debates, 

debauched [di'baitj’t] adj [person] who treats 
themselves and other people badly, e.g. by 
getting drunk or using people for sex (formal 
use). 

debauchery [di'bait/ari] « debauched behavior 
(formal use). 

debenture [di'bentJV] n a loan to a company 
or government agency that is made for a 
fixed period and has a fixed rate of interest, 

debenture stock n GB money lent to a com¬ 
pany in the form of debentures, 

debilitate [di'biliteit] vt to make <sb> weaker 
□ a country debilitated by war. 

debilitating [di'biliteitirfi adj [disease, heat] that 
is unpleasant and makes one weaker, 

debility [di'bilati] « weakness, usually as the 
result of illness. 

debit ['debit] o « a sum of money that some¬ 
body takes out of their account; a record of 
this money □ a debit of $548 □ Several debits 
appeared on last month's statement, o vt to 
take money out of <an account;*; to with¬ 
draw <a sum of money> from an account □ 
We have debited your account with $100. □ $50 
will be debited from your account. 

debit card « a plastic card that one can use 

to pay for goods and that takes money di- 
recdy out of one’s bank account. 

debit note n a note that shows that a cus¬ 
tomer owes money. 

debonair [,deba'near] adj [man] well-dressed, 
confident, and charming. 

Debrett's Peerage [da'brets-] n a book that 
lists the names and tides of all the British 
aristocratic families. 

debrief [,di:'bri:f] vt [soldier, hostage! to get in¬ 
formation from <sb> after a mission, task 
etc that they have carried out or after an ex¬ 
perience they have had □ The released hos¬ 
tages are being debriefed first. 

debriefing [,di:'bri:fio] « a meeting or series of 
meetings in which somebody is debriefed □ 
a debriefing session/meeting. 

debris [US da'bri:, GB 'debri:] « pieces of ma¬ 
terial, e.g. bricks, broken glass, that remain 
after something has been destroyed □ Various 
personal belongings were found in the debris. 

debt [det] n -1. money that is owed by a per¬ 
son or organization to somebody else □ The 
company has debts of over $100,000. -2. the 
state of owing money to somebody □ the 
worry of debt and possible bankruptcy, m to be in 
debt to owe money to somebody □ The com¬ 
pany is $3 million in debt. □ He's in debt to the 
bank. □ She went deeper and deeper into debt. 
-3. [of gratitude] a feeling one has that one 
owes something to somebody for something 
they have done □ / wish we could repay our 
debt of gratitude to you. ■ to be in sb's debt to 
feel grateful to sb for something they have 
done □ / am very much in your debt for your help 
and advice. 

debt collector « a person whose job is to col¬ 
lect debts for a creditor. 

debtor [’detar] « a person or business that 
owes money to somebody. 

debug [,di:'bAg] (pt & pp debugged, com de¬ 
bugging) vt -1. technology to remove hidden 

microphones from <a room, building;* etc. 

-2. computing to remove faults from <a pro¬ 
gram;*. 

debunk [,di:'bArjk] vt [idea, theory] to show that 
<sthg that a lot of people believe;* is not 
true. 

debut [US dei'bju:, GB 'deibju:] n the first time 
that somebody performs publicly as a sing¬ 
er, actor, athlete etc □ She made her debut at 
the Met. □ a debut appearance/speech. 

debutante ['debjotaint] n a young upper-class 
woman who makes her first formal appear¬ 
ance in high society by attending a series of 
balls, parties etc. 

Dec abbr of December. 

decade ['dekeid] n a period of ten years. 

decadence ['dekadans] n: see decadent □ It was 
an age of decadence. 

decadent ['dekadant] adj [person, society! that 
only cares about pleasure and does not take 
life seriously □ It feels very decadent having 
breakfast in bed on a weekday! 
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decaff ['di:kaef] n decaffeinated coffee (informal 

use). 
decaffeinated [di'kashneitad] adj [coffee, drink] 

that has had the caffeine removed from it. 

decal ['diikasl] n US a small sticker used as an 
advertisement. 

decamp [di'kaemp] vi to leave somewhere in a 
hurry, often secretly (informal use), 

decant [di'kaent] vf [wine, whiskey] to pour <an 
alcoholic drink> from a bottle into a jug, de¬ 
canter etc before serving it. 

decanter [di'kaentsr] n a glass bottle or jug 
used to serve wine, whiskey etc. 

decapitate [di'kaepiteit] vt to cut off the head 

of <sb>. 
decathlete [dTkae01i:t] n an athlete who com¬ 

petes in the decathlon. 
decathlon [di'kaeGltin] n a competition in 

which athletes compete in ten different 
events. 

decay [di'kei] o n -1. the natural chemical 
process that slowly destroys something, e.g. 
a tooth, plant, or dead body □ tooth decay. 
-2. the process of getting into a worse con¬ 
dition □ The house has fallen into decay, o vi 
-1. [tooth, plant, dead body] to become rotten. 
-2. [building] to get into a worse condition, 

deceased [di'sfist] {pi deceased) (formal use) 
o adj [person] who has died recently □ his de¬ 
ceased wife, o n the deceased a phrase used 
to refer to somebody who has recently died 
□ The family of the deceased has been informed. 

deceit [di'sfit] « something dishonest that 
somebody says or does that is intended to 
make somebody else believe something that 
is not true. 

deceitful [di'siitfl] adj [person] who tries to de¬ 
ceive people. 

deceive [di'skv] vt to deliberately make <sb> 
believe something that is not true □ She's 
been deceiving him all these years. □ Unless my 
eyes deceive me, that's him over there. ■ to de¬ 
ceive oneself to choose to believe something 
although one knows it is not true, 

decelerate [,di:'setereit] vi [car, machine] to 
slow down. 

December [di'semb3r] n the twelfth month of 
the year in the Western calendar; see also 
February. 

decency f'dirsnsi] n -1. to have the decency to 
do sthg to have enough good manners to do 
sthg a He didn't even have the decency to apolo¬ 
gize. -2. acceptable moral behavior □ stand¬ 
ards of public decency in broadcasting. 

decent ['diisnt] adj -1. [person] who shows re¬ 
spect for accepted standards of behavior and 
morality □ decent, law-abiding folk □ After her 
husband died she left a decent interval before re¬ 
marrying. ■ are you decent? are you dressed? 
(humorous use). -2. a decent wage/home etc a 
wage/home etc that is acceptable □ Why 
don't you get yourself a decent winter coat? 
-3. [movie, restaurant] that is of good quality □ 
Can you recommend a decent hotel? -4. [person] 

who one likes because they are kind □ She's 
a decent kid. □ It was decent of her to offer. 

decentralization [US .diisentrals'zeijn, GB -ai- 

zeijn] n: see decentralize. 

decentralize, -ise [dk'sentralaiz] vt [government, 

company] to remove some part of <a large 
organization> from one central place to sev¬ 
eral smaller places so that decisions are 
made locally □ Asian governments are pushing 
ahead toward decentralized economic structures. 

deception [di'sepjn] n -1. something that de¬ 
ceives somebody □ It was a cruel deception. 
-2. the act of deceiving somebody, especially 
by telling lies □ He was charged with obtaining 
money by deception. 

deceptive [di'septiv] adj [behavior, appearance] 

that deceives one □ First impressions can be 
deceptive. □ The building's quite deceptive: it 
looks much bigger than it actually is. 

deceptively [di'septivli] adv to look deceptively 
simple/easy to look simpler/easier than it ac¬ 

tually is. 

decibel ['desibel] n a measurement of the 
loudness of a sound. 

decide [di'said] o vt -1. to make a choice 
about <sthg> after thinking about it □ 
They've decided (that) the offices should be 
closed. □ / couldn't decide whether to go or not. 
□ You need to decide if it's big enough. □ They've 
decided to accept the offer. □ What have you de¬ 
cided? -2. [question, case] to make a judgment 
about <sthg> so that people cannot disagree 
about it any more □ The court decided the is¬ 
sue. -3. [result, future] to influence <sthg> and 
cause a particular result to happen □ Talks 
with union leaders will decide the outcome of the 
dispute. □ The battle was decided by superior fire 
power. -4. [person] to cause <sb> to make a 
particular choice □ So what finally decided you? 
o vi to make a choice about something after 
thinking about it □ / can’t decide between 
them. □ You'll have to decide for yourself, a We 
have decided against economic sanctions. 

♦ decide (up)on vt fus to decide (up)on sthg 
[plan, choice] to choose sthg after thinking 
about it □ They've decided on the new location 
for the offices. 

decided [di'saidad] adj a decided change/ 
advantage etc a clear and definite change/ 
advantage etc. 

decidedly [dTsaidadli] adv decidedly unhappy/ 
uncomfortable etc very unhappy/uncom- 
fortable etc □ The future looks decidedly bleak. 

deciding [di'saidig] adj to have the deciding 
vote to have the last vote, so that one de¬ 
cides what the result of an election, ballot, 
debate etc will be. 

deciduous [di'sid3i>as] adj [tree, shrub] that 
loses its leaves in the autumn. 
NOTE: Compare evergreen, 

deciliter us, decilitre GB ['desili:tar] n one 
tenth of a liter. 

decimal ['desaml] o adj a decimal system a 
system of counting based on the number 
ten. on a fraction in which tenths, hun¬ 
dredths, and thousandths are shown as fig¬ 
ures after a decimal point, e.g. 0.03 or 0.12. 

decimal currency n a currency in which each 
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coin or note is either a tenth of or ten times 
the value of another coin or note. 

decimalize, -ise [’desamalaiz] vt [currency, num¬ 

ber] to change <sthg> to a decimal system, 

decimal place n one of the positions after a 
decimal point □ Calculate the answer to within 
three decimal places. 

decimal point n a symbol (.) in a decimal 
used to separate whole numbers from frac¬ 
tions. 

decimate ['dessmeit] vt to reduce the number 
of <animals, people, plants> etc by destroy¬ 
ing many of them. 

decipher [di1 saifor] vt [code, piece of writing] to 
work out the meaning of <sthg that is diffi¬ 
cult to understand or read>. 

decision [di's^n] n -1. a choice that one 
makes about something after thinking about 
it □ Have they reached a decision yet? o His deci¬ 
sion to leave took us all by surprise. □ You've 
made or taken the right decision. -2. the ability 
to make choices or judgments quickly and 
with determination □ a man of decision. 

decision-maker « a person whose job is to 
make important decisions. 

decision-making n the activity of making de¬ 
cisions □ I was not involved in the decision¬ 
making process. 

decisive [di'saisiv] ad] -1. [person] who is good 
at making decisions quickly □ Be decisive for 
once. -2. [factor, moment, defeat! that makes 
the result of something certain □ It was a de¬ 
cisive victory for the Allies. 

decisively [di'saisivli] adv [act, speak, beat] see 
decisive □ He was decisively beaten. 

deck [dek] o « -1. [of a ship] one of the floors 
or levels of a large ship; the flat open areas 
on each of these floors or levels □ We were 
sitting on deck. □ the car deck of a ferry. -2. [of a 

bus] one of the two floors of a bus □ the top/ 
lower deck. -3. [for playing records] a piece of 
equipment designed to play records □ a rec¬ 
ord deck. -4. [of cards] a complete set of play¬ 
ing cards. -5. [of a house] a wooden entrance 
at the front or back of a house that is raised 
above the ground and has no roof, o vt to 
be decked with sthg [with flags, jewelry] to be 
decorated with sthg in a colorful and attrac¬ 
tive way. 

♦ deck out vt sep -1. to be decked out with or 

in sthg [with flags, ribbons] to be decorated 
with sthg colorful and attractive. -2. to be 
decked out in sthg [in clothes, jewelry] to be 
wearing sthg colorful and attractive □ She 
was decked out in an ermine coat and pearls. 

deckchair ['dektfeafl n a folding chair that 
consists of a wooden frame covered with 
canvas and that is used outdoors, e.g. on a 
beach or in a park. 

deckhand ['dekhaend] n a person who works 
on the deck of a ship doing various jobs, 

declaration [.dekla'reijn] « -1. a statement 
that makes one’s thoughts, feelings, inten¬ 
tions etc very clear to other people o He 
made a declaration of love. -2. an official an¬ 

nouncement □ a declaration of war/independ- 
ence. 

Declaration of Independence « the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence a document written in 
1776 by Thomas Jefferson. It stated that the 
American colonies were no longer ruled by 
Britain. 

declare [di'klesfl vt -1. to declare (that)... to say 
very clearly that something is true, especial¬ 
ly because one believes it or feels it strongly 
o He declared (that) he would find a way to solve 
the problem. □ He declared his love to her. 
-2. [news, war, state of emergency] to an¬ 
nounce <sthg> officially □ They declared war 
on Britain. -3. [goods, money] to tell a govern¬ 
ment official, e.g. at a border, at customs, or 
on a form, about <sthg that one has> so 
that the correct tax can be paid □ Go through 
the green channel if you have nothing to declare. 

declared [di'kle3rd] adj one's declared inten¬ 
tion/belief etc an intention/belief etc that 
one makes known officially to other people 
□ It's their declared aim to double production in 
10 years. 

declassify [di:1 klaesifai] (pt & pp declassified) vt 
to officially change the status of informa¬ 
tion, a document> etc so that it is no longer 
secret. 

decline [di’klain] o n a gradual change from a 
good, healthy etc position to a worse or 
lower one □ Increased competition hastened the 
company's decline. □ a decline in numbers/the 
population □ There has been a sharp decline in 
the quality of journalism, m to be in decline [num¬ 

ber, quality, health] to be gradually becoming 
smaller or worse. ■ to be on the or in decline 
to be gradually changing from a good, 
healthy etc position to a worse or lower one 
a The coal industry is in decline, 

o vt [offer, request, invitation] to refuse <sthg> 
□ She declined to say what their plans were. 
o vi -1. [number, quality, health] to gradually 
change from a good, healthy etc position to 
a worse or lower one □ The amount of busi¬ 
ness we do overseas has declined rapidly. 
-2. [person] to refuse an invitation, offer, or 
request □ We asked him to speak at the confer¬ 
ence, but he declined. 

declutch [dii'klAtJ] vi to disconnect the clutch 
of a vehicle before changing gear. 

decode [dii'koud] vt [message, text] to find out 
the meaning of <sthg that is written in 
code> by changing it to normal language. 

decoder [di:'koodar] n a device for decoding 
messages, texts etc. 

decommission [.diiko'mifn] vt [nuclear reactor, 

warship, weapon] to stop using <a piece of 
equipments 

decompose [,di:kam'pouz] vi [body, food] to rot 
by a process of chemical change. 

decomposition [.diikDmps'zifn] «: see decom¬ 
pose □ the process of decomposition □ The body 
was in an advanced stage of decomposition. 

decompression chamber [diikam'prej'n-] n a 
special room in which divers can be brought 
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slowly and safely back to normal air pres¬ 
sure. 

decompression sickness n a sickness that 
affects divers if they return to normal air 
pressure too quickly. 

decongestant [,di:k3n'd3est3nt] « a medicine 
used for treating colds, flu etc that helps to 
clear the nose and chest. 

decontaminate [.diikan'taemineit] vt to make 
<a building, area, or object> safe by remov¬ 
ing harmful substances, e.g. germs, poison, 
or radioactivity. 

decor [US dei'koir, GB 'deiko:] n the way in 
which a room or house is decorated, includ¬ 
ing the design, colors, furniture etc □ / liked 
the simple decor. 

decorate ['dekareit] vt -1. [room, wall, card] to 
make <sthg> look more attractive by adding 
things, e.g. ornaments, balloons, flags etc □ 
She decorated his birthday cake with candles. 
-2. [bedroom, hall] US to make <the inside of a 
room or building> more attractive by put¬ 
ting furniture, curtains etc in it; GB to make 
<the inside of a room or building> more at¬ 
tractive by painting the walls, ceiling, or 
woodwork, putting up wallpaper etc □ / 
spent the day decorating the living-room. 
-3. [soldier] to give <sb> a medal for some¬ 
thing they have done □ He was twice decorat¬ 
ed for bravery. 

decoration [.deka'reijn] n -1. [for a cake, street] 

something that is added to something else 
to make it look more attractive □ cake/ 
Christmas decorations. -2. the way in which a 
room, house, building etc is decorated □ / 
like the decoration. -3. military a medal □ a 

military decoration. -4. [of a room, building] the 
process of painting, papering etc a room or 
building □ Work has begun on the decoration of 
the upstairs rooms. 

decorative ['dekorotiv] adj [ornament, effect] 

that makes something more attractive □ The 
drape is purely decorative. 

decorator ['dekareital n a person whose job is 
to decorate houses or buildings □ a firm of 
painters and decorators. 

decorous ['deksras] adj [behavior, manner, ap¬ 

pearance] that shows decorum (formal use). 

decorum [di'kairam] n proper and correct be¬ 
havior that respects society’s customs. 

decoy [’dfikoi] « -1. something or somebody 
that is used to distract another person's at¬ 
tention or lead them into danger □ The attack 
was a decoy for the main assault further north. 
-2. a model of an animal, especially a duck, 
that is used by hunters to attract animals of 
the same kind in order to shoot or catch 
them □ a decoy duck. 

decrease [« 'di:kri:s, vb di:'kri:s] o n -1. a re¬ 
duction in the size, number, or strength of 
something □ There has been a sharp decrease in 
foreign trade. -2. the amount by which some¬ 
thing decreases o a 10% decrease in profits, 
o vt to reduce the size, number, or strength 
of <sthg> □ They've decreased the budget for 

next year, o vi: The population has steadily de¬ 

creased. 

decreasing [didkri:sir|] adj a decreasing num¬ 
ber/amount etc a number/amount etc that is 
becoming less □ We now have decreasing un¬ 
employment for tpe first time in five years. 

decree [di'kri:] oW -1. a command or decision 
that is made b$ a state, ruler etc. -2. US a 
judgment made ih a court of law. o vt to de¬ 
cree that... to officially decide that some¬ 
thing must happen □ The judge decreed that 
he should be sentencbpl to death. 

decree absolute {pi decrees absolute) n gb a 
court order stating tha^t a marriage is finally 
and legally ended. \ 
NOTE: Compare decree rtisi. 

decree nisi [-'naisai] {pi decrees nisi) k GB a 
court order that states that a marriage will 
be ended at a future date vSfith a decree ab¬ 
solute unless some reason is given why this 
may not take place. 
NOTE: Compare decree absolute, 

decrepit [di'krepit] adj [person, building] that is 
very old and in poor condition, 

decry [di'krai] (pt & pp decried) vt [situation, de¬ 

cline] to criticize and show disapproval of 
<sthg bad> (formal use). 

dedicate ['dedikeit] vt -1. to dedicate sthg to sb 
[book, song, poem] to say that sthg was writ¬ 
ten, composed etc especially for sb □ I'd like 
to dedicate the next song to the late, great Bill 
Morris. -2. to give <all one’s time, energy> 
etc to a particular purpose □ He dedicated his 
life to trying to find a cure for cancer, m to dedi¬ 
cate oneself to sthg to give all one’s time 
and energy to sthg □ She dedicated herself to 
looking after him/to the revolutionary cause. 

dedicated [’dedikeitad] adj -1. [person] who 
gives a lot of time and energy to something 
and believes it is important, useful etc □ 
She's very dedicated to her work. □ He's a dedi¬ 
cated musician. -2. to be dedicated to sb/sthg 
to be officially declared or designed to hon¬ 
or or deal with only sb/sthg □ The church is 
dedicated to St. Francis. □ It's the only museum 
in the country dedicated to the history of the 
theater, m a dedicated computer/phone line 
etc a computer/phone line etc that has only 
one particular use □ a dedicated lounge and 
check-in area. 

dedication [.dedi'keifn] tt -1. the state of being 
dedicated □ He shows great dedication to his 
work. -2. the words at the beginning of a 
book, poem, song etc that state who it is 
written or composed for. 

deduce [di’dJuis] vt to deduce (that)... to decide 
that something is true because of something 
one knows, finds out, notices etc □ He de¬ 
duced that she had already left. ■ to deduce sthg 
from sthg to deduce sthg by using sthg else 
as evidence □ I deduce from your expression 
that the meeting did not go well. 

deduct [di'dAkt] vt to take <a number, a sum 
of money> etc from a total □ The money will 
be deducted from your wages. 

deductible [di'dAktabl] o adj [sum of money] 
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that can be deducted, o „ us an amount of 
money that one does not pay tax on. 

deduction [di'dAk/n] n -1. the process of de¬ 
ducing something a By a process of deduction I 
was able to work out the exact location. -2. the 
act of deducting something; an amount that 
has been deducted □ after the deduction of tax 
□ My income is $58,000 after all deductions. □ a 
tax deduction. 

deed [di:d] n -1. something that somebody 
does, especially something very good or 
very bad □ dark deeds. -2. law an official 
document that contains the details of an 
agreement, especially a contract involving 
property □ a deed of covenant. 

deed poll (pi deed polls or deeds poll) n GB to 
change one s name by deed poll to change 
one's name legally. 

deem [di:m] vt to deem sb/sthg to be sthg to 

consider sb/sthg to be sthg (formal use) □ He 
deemed it wise/best to keep quiet. □ The building 
was deemed to be unsafe. □ They deem that the 
time is not yet ripe. 

deep [di:p] o adj -1. [water, sea, hole] that goes 
a long way down from the surface □ That's a 
very deep cut, you may need stitches. ■ to be 
thrown in at the deep end to start a new job 
by having to do something very difficult. 
-2. [shelf, drawer] that goes a long way in 
from the outer edge □ They live deep in the 
mountains. -3. [used in measurements] a word 
used to say how far it is from the top of 
something to the bottom or from the outer 
edge of something to the inner edge □ The 
water/cupboard is two feet deep. -4. [sorrow, dis¬ 

appointment, resentment] that is strongly felt □ 
It is with deep regret that I tender my resignation. 
□ Please accept my deepest sympathy. -5. to be 
in a deep sleep to be completely asleep and 
difficult to wake. -6. [blue, green, red] dark 
and strong □ a deep blue sea □ a deep shade of 
pink. -7. [sound, voice] low □ a rich, deep voice. 
-8. [conversation, movie] that explores things 
that are difficult to understand □ They were 
having a deep theological discussion. -9. to take 
a deep breath to breathe in a lot of air and 
then breathe it out again □ She gave a deep 
sigh. 

o adv [dig, advance, move] a long way from 
the top of something toward the bottom, or 
from the outer edge of something toward 
the inner edge □ They went deep into the jun¬ 
gle. ■ to be deep in thought to be completely 
absorbed in thinking about something. ■ 
deep down or inside a phrase used to de¬ 
scribe somebody's true character or feelings 
that are not obvious from the way they look 
or behave □ Deep down, he doesn't really want 
the job. □ He's a nice guy, deep down. 

deepen f'diipan] o vt [hole, channel] to make 
<sthg> deeper, o vi -1. [river, sea, channel] to 
become deeper □ The lake deepens consider¬ 
ably in the middle. -2. [crisis, recession] to be¬ 
come worse; [love, hatred] to be felt more 
strongly □ Their love deepened over the years. 
-3. [darkness, color] to become darker, 

deepening ['dfipaniij] adj a deepening crisis/ 

recession a crisis/recession that is becoming 
worse. 

deep-fat fryer [-'fraiar] n a deep cooking pan 
that holds enough oil to cover food and fry 
it completely. 

deep freeze n a refrigerator that freezes food. 
♦ deep-freeze vt to freeze or keep <food> in 

a deep freeze. 

deep-fry vt to fry <food> in fat or oil so that 
it is completely covered. 

deeply f'diipli] adv -1. to be deeply involved/ 
offended etc to be very involved/offended 
etc □ I'm deeply indebted to you. □ He'll be 
deeply missed when he's gone. -2. to dig deep¬ 
ly to dig a long way down into something. 
-3. to breathe deeply to breathe in a lot of 
air and then breathe it out again. 

deep-rooted adj [prejudice, hatred, affection] 
that has been felt by a person, society etc 
for a long time and is unlikely to stop. 

deep-sea adj deep-sea diving/fishing diving/ 
fishing that takes place a long way out at 
sea. 

deep-seated adj a deep-seated belief/fear etc a 
belief/fear etc that is very strong and diffi¬ 
cult to change. 

deep-set adj deep-set eyes eyes that have 
deep sockets. 

Deep South: the Deep South the south¬ 
eastern states of the USA, including Louisi¬ 
ana, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

deer [diar] (pi deer) n a large animal that eats 
grass, often lives in forests, and can run fast. 
The male has two long horns with several 
points on them. 

deerstalker ['di3rsto:k3r] n a kind of hat made 
of thick cloth with flaps that cover the ears 
or can be tied together on top. 

de-escalate [dfi'esksleit] o vt [crisis, violence] to 
make <a situation> less dangerous and less 
harmful, o vi: The arms race shows no signs of 
de-escalating. 

deface [di'feis] vt [picture, wall, notice] to spoil 
<sthg> by marking it in some way, e.g. by 
writing or drawing on it. 

gefamation [.defs'meijn] n the act of publicly 
saying or writing something about a person 
that could damage their reputation (formal 
use). , 

defamatory [us di'faemstoiri, gb -atari] adj [re¬ 
mark, statement] that is damaging to a per¬ 
son’s reputation (formal use), 

default [di'fodt] o n -1. a failure to do some¬ 
thing, e.g. to pay a debt or to appear in 
court □ Default on loan repayments would lead 
to the banks laying down even stricter conditions 
in the future, m to happen by default to happen 
because somebody failed to do something 
that would have prevented it □ Our oppo¬ 
nents didn't turn up, so we won by default. 
-2. computing a system for performing op¬ 
erations when no specific instructions have 
been given, o adj computing [position, setting] 
that is automatically used by a computer if 
the user has not given different instructions. 
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o vi to fail to do something, especially to 
pay a debt □ He defaulted on his mortgage. 

defaulter [di'fo:lt3r] n a person who fails to do 
something, especially to pay a debt, 

default value n computing a value that is 
automatically used by a computer if the user 
has not chosen another value, 

defeat [di'fiit] o vt -1. [opponent, rival] to beat 
<sb> in a contest, sport, argument etc □ The 
Russian army was defeated at the Battle of Aus- 
terlitz. -2. [motion, proposal] to win enough 
votes to stop <sthg that one is opposed to> 
from being accepted □ The motion was defeat¬ 
ed by a majority of 132 votes. -3. [plan, project] 

to cause <sthg> to fail □ Rescue attempts 
have so far been defeated by the weather, on a 
failure to win or achieve something □ The 
prime minister refused to admit defeat. □ The 
Battle of Waterloo was Napoleon's final defeat. 

defeatism [di'fiitizm] n the attitude of a per¬ 
son who expects to fail or be defeated, 

defeatist [di'fiitast] on a person who expects 
to fail or be defeated, o adj: That's a very de¬ 
featist attitude. 

defecate ['defakeit] vi to get rid of feces from 
one’s body (formal use). 

defect [« 'diifekt, vi di'fekt] o « a fault that 
makes something or somebody not perfect □ 
There's a slight defect in this appliance/your argu¬ 
ment. o vi to leave one’s country or political 
party and move to an opposing one □ He's 
defected to the other side. 

defection [di'fekjn] n: see defect a after his de¬ 
fection to the West □ There has been a rise in the 
number of defections. 

defective [di'fektiv] adj [appliance, product] that 
has a defect and so does not work properly, 

defector [di'fektar] n a person who defects to 
another country or party, 

defence etc GB = defense etc. 

defend [di'fend] o vt -1. [person, city, country] 
to take action to protect <a person or 
place> against physical attack □ Troops were 
sent in to defend the capital, n He used his cane 
to defend himself against his attackers. 
-2. [action, opinion, decision] to argue in sup¬ 
port of <sthg> that is accused of being 
wrong □ I'm not trying to defend what she did. □ 
In a letter to the press, she vigorously defended 
herself against the accusations of corruption. 
-3. LAW to represent <sb> in court to argue 
against an accusation that has been made 
against them. -4. sport to take action to pre¬ 
vent somebody from attacking cone’s goal, 
position> etc. -5. to defend one's title to play 
against somebody and try to prevent them 
from taking a title that one holds □ They will 
be defending their title in the World Champion¬ 
ships next week. 
o vi sport to take action against an oppo¬ 
nent who is attacking. 

defendant [defendant] n the person in a trial 
who is accused of a crime. 
NOTE: Compare plaintiff, 

defender [di'fendar] n -1. [of a country, city] a 
person who defends a place against attack. 

-2. sport a player who tries to prevent the 
other side from scoring points. -3. a defend¬ 
er of sthg [of a cause, policy] a person who de¬ 

fends sthg. 

defense us, defence gb [di'fens] « -1. [of one¬ 

self, a country] the act of defending oneself or 
one’s country against attack □ She carries a 
weapon for defense against attackers/mugging. 
-2. military the armed forces of a country & 
and their equipment a How much do we 
spend on defense? -3. [against an illness, attack] 

a device or system that protects a person, 
animal, or thing □ the body's natural defenses 
against infection □ Attack is often the best de¬ 
fense. -4. law an argument or arguments 
used to deny a charge in court □ Lawyers are 
preparing her defense. ■ the defense the law¬ 
yers who are defending somebody in court; 
the case presented by these lawyers □ He 
was cross-examined by the defense. □ a witness 
for the defense □ a defense witness. ■ in sb's 
defense as a way of defending sb against 
criticism or an accusation □ It must be said in 
her defense that she's always been kind to us. 
-5. sport the players who defend against the 
opposing team □ He managed to break through 
the Irish defense. 

♦ defenses us, defences gb npl the armed 
forces and equipment available to defend a 
country, town, or building □ They broke 
through the city’s defenses. 

defenseless us, defenceless gb [di'fenslas] 
adj [person] who is unable to defend them¬ 
selves, e.g. because they are weak or have 
no weapon □ They even attacked defenseless 
women and children. 

defensive [di'fensiv] o adj -1. [weapon, tactic] 

that is intended to be used in defense □ Parts 
of the defensive walls remain. -2. [person] who 
is ready to defend themselves against criti¬ 
cism □ Why are you getting all defensive? o n 
to be/go on the defensive to be/make oneself 
ready to defend oneself against criticism or 
attack. 

defer [di'f3:r] (pt & pp deferred, cont deferring) 
o vt [decision, action, payment] to delay 
<sthg> until later □ I've decided to defer my 
entry to university and spend a year doing volun¬ 
tary work, o vi to defer to sb to accept sb’s 
decision, even if one does not agree with it, 
because one respects them or because they 
are in a position of authority, 

deference ['defrans] n polite and respectful be¬ 
havior, usually toward somebody older or in 
authority □ / wore a tie in or out of deference to 
tradition. 

deferential [.defa'renfl] adj [behavior, treatment, 

person] that shows great respect for a per¬ 
son, their wishes etc. 

defiance [di'faians] n behavior that shows that 
one refuses to obey a law, a rule, or 
somebody's wishes □ She tore up the letter in 
a gesture of defiance. ■ to do sthg in defiance 
of sb/sthg to do sthg even though one has 
been told not to do it □ They are continuing to 
test chemical weapons in defiance of the ban. 

defiant [di’faiant] adj [person, action, behavior] 
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that shows defiance of somebody or some¬ 
thing □ She gave him a defiant look. 

defiantly [di'faiantli] adv [say, refuse] see defiant 
□ He laughed defiantly. 

deficiency [di'fijnsi] {pI deficiencies) n [in vita¬ 
mins, person, system] see deficient □ a Vitamin 4 
deficiency. 

deficient [di'fi/nt] adj -1. to be deficient in sthg 
to have too little of sthg that is necessary 
for health, growth etc □ a diet deficient in vita¬ 
mins. -2. [person, system, process] that is not 
good enough for a particular activity or pur¬ 
pose □ They must be mentally deficient to think 
that. 

deficit ['defasit] n the amount by which some¬ 
thing, usually a sum of money, is less than 
what is necessary, correct, or expected □ The 
government faces a trade deficit of $20 billion. 

defile [di'fail] vt to spoil <sthg> by treating it 
with disrespect or by making it less pure or 
good □ She felt his memory had been defiled. 

define [di'fain] vt -1. [word, phrase, concept] to 
explain or show the meaning of <sthg> □ 
It's a difficult word to define. □ How would you 
define happiness? -2. [problem, feeling, function] 

to explain the nature of <sthg> in a precise 
way □ It's hard to define how I feel right now. □ 
Their role is clearly defined in their contract. 

definite ['defanat] adj -1. [plan, date] firm and 
clear □ We're supposed to be meeting next 
week but it's not definite. □ When can you give 
me a definite answer? -2. [improvement, advan¬ 

tage] veiy noticeable □ There has been a defi¬ 
nite change in his behavior. -3. to be definite to 
be firm and confident about one’s wishes, 
opinion etc □ Briggs was very definite about the 
need for punctuality. 

definitely ['defanatli] adv a word used to 
show that one is certain about something □ 
He's definitely the man I saw. □ He has definitely 
decided to resign. □ "Are you going to the 
show?"— "Definitely!" 

definition [pdefa'nifn] n -1. an explanation of 
the meaning of a word or phrase, especially 
in a dictionary □ It's not a very clear definition. 
■ by definition a phrase used to say that a 
word has a particular quality because that 
quality is part of the meaning of the word □ 
Jealousy is by definition a destructive feeling. 
-2. the quality of being clear □ the improved 
definition of computer screens. 

definitive [di'finativ] adj -1. a definitive an¬ 
swer/decision etc an answer/decision etc 
that is final and cannot be questioned or 
changed. -2. a definitive book/study etc a 
book/study etc that is considered to be the 
best of its kind □ the definitive work on the his¬ 
tory of the American Civil War. 

deflate [di.-'fleit] o vt -1. to let the air out of 
<a balloon, tiro etc. -2. to make <sb> less 
proud or self-confident □ He came back from 
the meeting looking a little deflated. -3. to cause 
deflation in <an economy>. o vi [balloon, tire] 
to lose air and become flat, 

deflation [dii'fleijn] n economy a reduction in 
the supply of money, leading to less eco¬ 

nomic activity, lower prices, and lower lev¬ 
els of investment and employment. 
NOTE: Compare inflation, 

deflationary [di:'flei/nari] adj [policy, measure] 

that is intended to cause deflation. 
NOTE: Compare inflationary, 

deflect [di'flekt] vt -1. [ball, stream, bullet] to 
make <sthg> change direction, e.g. by 
blocking its path □ The ball was deflected off 
another player's legs. -2. [criticism, anger] to 
avoid <sthg> by directing it toward some¬ 
body or something else □ The war was partly 
an attempt to deflect attention away from domes¬ 
tic problems. 

deflection [di'flekfn] tt: see deflect □ The deflec¬ 
tion sent the ball just wide of the goal. 

defog [,di:'ft>g] vt US to remove mist from <a 
car windows-. 

defogger [,di:'fogar] n US a device that blows 
air onto the front window of a car so that 
one can see clearly through it; a set of wires 
that heat the back window of a car so that 
one can see clearly through it. 

deforest [,di:'fDrist] vt to cut down all the 
trees in <an area>. 

deforestation [dipfDri'steiJn] n\ see deforest □ 
Since the 1970s the rainforests have suffered 
massive deforestation. 

deform [di'fo:rm] vt to change the shape or 
appearance of <a person, animal, or thing> 
so that it is no longer normal, especially be¬ 
cause of a disease or injury □ His face was 
hideously deformed in the attack. 

deformed [di'fo:rmd] adj [person, animal, limb] 

that does not have a normal shape or ap¬ 
pearance, especially because of a disease or 
injury. 

deformity [di'fo:rmati] {pl deformities) « the 
state of being deformed; a part of the body 
that is deformed. 

defraud [di'fra:d] vt to get money or goods il¬ 
legally by deceiving <a person, company> 
etc. 

defray [di'frei] vt to provide money to pay for 
ccosts, expenses> etc □ The company is hop¬ 
ing that these measures will defray future pension 
costs. 

defrost [,di:'frost] o vt -1. [fridge, icebox] to 
turn off or adjust <a refrigerator or freezer> 
so that the ice melts. -2. [meat, vegetables] to 
allow <frozen food> to become warmer 
gradually before eating or cooking it □ / de¬ 
frosted the fish overnight. -3. US [window, wind¬ 

shield] to remove ice or mist from <a car 
window;-, o vi -1. [fridge, freezer] to be 
turned off so that the ice can melt □ The 
fridge is defrosting. -2. [food] to pass from a 
frozen state to its usual state □ Allow the 
meat 4 hrs to defrost. 

deft [deft] adj -1. [movement, maneuver, shot] 

that looks quick and skillful □ his deft han¬ 
dling of the ball. -2. [handling, leadership] that is 
skillful and shows an ability to think quickly 
□ deft use of the media. 

deftly ['deftli] adv [move, manage, handle] see 
deft □ Mr Robinson deftly avoided the question. 
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defunct [di'fArjkt] adj (project, organization, com¬ 

pany] that no longer exists or has importance 
□ the now defunct Greater London Council. 

defuse [,di:'fju:z] vt -1. to remove the fuse 
from <a bomb> to prevent it from explod¬ 
ing □ The device was defused by bomb disposal 
experts. -2. [tension, argument] to make <a 
dangerous or tense situation> calmer □ Diplo¬ 
mats are hurriedly trying to defuse the row. 

defy [di'fai] (pt & pp defied) vt -1. [person, or¬ 

der, law] to refuse openly to respect or obey 
<sb/sthg> □ The union defied the court order. 
-2. to defy sb to do sthg to say that one 
thinks sb is unable to do sthg in order to 
make them try to do it □ / defy you to prove 
otherwise. -3. [description, attempts] to make 
<sthg> very difficult or impossible □ Some of 
the things they did defy belief. 

de Gaulle [ds'gool], Charles (1890-1970) a 
French general and politician who was 
president from 1959 to 1969. During World 
War II he led French opposition to the Nazis 
while he was based in England. As presi¬ 
dent he was responsible for the independ¬ 
ence of the French colonies in Africa, 

degenerate [adj & n di'djensrat, vb di'djena- 
reit] o adj [person] who has low standards of 
behavior and morals, o « a degenerate per¬ 
son. o vi [discussion, situation] to go from one 
state to a worse one □ The meeting degenerat¬ 
ed into a brawl. 

degradation fdegra'deijn] n a state of extreme 
poverty or shame □ a life of misery and degra¬ 
dation. 

degrade [di'greid] vt -1. to make <sb> feel 
worthless and not respected by other people 
□ She felt degraded by their treatment of her. 
-2. to cause damage to <sthg> □ chemicals 
that degrade the environment. 

degrading [di'greidig] adj [comment, experience] 

that degrades somebody □ the degrading treat¬ 
ment of prisoners. 

degree [di'gri:] n -1. [for measuring temperature] 

a unit of measurement for temperature □ 30 
degrees Centigrade. -2. [for measuring angles] a 
unit of measurement for angles □ a 90-degree 
angle. -3. (for measuring positions] a unit of 
measurement for positions on a map □ a lati¬ 
tude of 52 degrees north. -4. education a quali¬ 
fication, usually from a university □ She has 
a degree in economics. -5. [of truth, risk, luck] an 
amount or level of something □ There is a de¬ 
gree of risk in this venture. ■ to a certain degree 
partly u To a certain degree he's right. ■ by de¬ 
grees gradually □ The economy is improving by 
degrees. 

dehumanize, -ise [dii'hjuimsnaiz] vt to treat 
<sb> in a way that causes them to lose 
their dignity or individuality, 

dehydrated fdfihai'dreitad] adj -1. [food] that 
has been preserved by drying. -2. [person] 

whose body is suffering from a lack of wa¬ 
ter. 

dehydration [,di:hai'dreiJn] n a medical condi¬ 
tion in which one feels weak or ill because 
one’s body does not contain enough water. 

de-ice [,di:'ais] vt to remove ice from <a wind¬ 
shields-. 

de-icer [,di:'ais3r] « a chemical used for re¬ 
moving ice from a windshield, 

deign [dein] vi to deign to do sthg to do sthg 
one considers to be below one’s status or 
abilities □ So you've deigned to join us. 

deity ['deiati] (pi deities) n a god or goddess, 

deja VU [,dei3Ci:'vu:] n the feeling that one is 
experiencing something that one has already 
experienced before at some time in the past, 

dejected [di'd3ektad] adj [look, face, person] un¬ 
happy and disappointed □ He looked sad and 
dejected. 

dejection [di'd3ekjn] n a feeling of unhappi¬ 
ness caused by something very disappoint¬ 
ing. 

del abbr of delete. 

Delaware ['debweal a state in the eastern 
USA, on the Atlantic coast, abbreviation: 
DE. size: 5,004 sq kms. population: 666,168 
(Delawareans). capital: Dover, 

delay [di'lei] o vt -1. [passenger, traffic, trip] to 
cause <sb/sthg> to be late □ The flight was 
delayed for three hours. -2. [meeting, payment, 

decision] to make <sthg> happen at a later 
time □ She delayed telling him the truth until it 
was too late, o vi to be slow or late in doing 
something □ Don't delay in giving him your an¬ 
swer. On-1. an act of delaying □ Delays may 
occur as a result of the fog. □ We should buy 
new, without delay. -2. the length of time that 
something is delayed □ There is a three-hour 
delay on all flights. 

delayed [di'leid] adj happening at a later time 
than usual or expected □ a delayed start □ He 
had a delayed reaction to the news. 

delayed-action adj [response, fusel that hap¬ 
pens or works after a delay. ■ a delayed- 
action shutter photography a camera shutter 
that works a short time after it is operated, 

delectable [di'lektsbl] adj -1. [food, meal] that 
tastes very good. -2. [person, dress] that one 
thinks is very attractive (informal use), 

delegate {n 'deligat, vb 'deligeit] o « a person 
chosen to represent a country, organization 
etc at a conference or meeting, o vt -1. to 
give <sb> the authority or responsibility to 
do something as one’s representative □ Sarah 
was delegated to represent us at the meeting. 
-2. to give somebody <a job, task> etc to do 
as one’s representative; to give somebody 
<authority or responsibility> so they can act 
as one’s representative □ I've delegated most 
of my secretarial work to Chuck, o vi to del¬ 
egate responsibility, a task etc □ We would be 
more efficient if we delegated more often. 

delegation [.deli'geijn] « -1. a group of dele¬ 
gates □ the Korean/trade delegation. -2. [of pow¬ 

er, responsibility] the act of delegating some¬ 
thing. 

delete [di'lfit] o vt to remove <a word, line, 
phrase> etc from a text by crossing it out, 
erasing it, or removing it from a computer 
screen, o vi: 'Delete where not applicable.' 
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deletion [di'liifn] n: see delete □ We'll need to 
make a few deletions. 

Delhi ['deli] a city in central northern India 
consisting of Old Delhi, an ancient walled 
city, and New Delhi, the capital of India. 
population: 8,375,188. 

deli [’deli] n = delicatessen (informal use), 

deliberate [adj di'libarat, vb di'libareit] o adj 
-1. [act, rudeness, insult] that happens because 
somebody intends it to happen, and not by 
accident or chance □ It was a deliberate at¬ 
tempt to embarrass the guests. -2. [movement, 

speech] slow and careful, o vi [jury, commit¬ 

tee] to think about something very seriously 
before making a decision □ She deliberated for 
several minutes before answering. 

deliberately [di'fibaratli] adv [act, insuit, move] 

see deliberate □ He deliberately kept us waiting, 
I'm sure! □ Police said the fire had been started 
deliberately. 

deliberation [di.liba'reifn] « -1. careful consid¬ 
eration □ After much deliberation, it was decided 
that he should be allowed to join. -2. with delib¬ 
eration [act, speak] slowly and carefully. 

♦ deliberations tipi serious discussion by a 
group of people about something (formal 
use). 

delicacy ['delikasi] (pi delicacies) n -1. [of a 
hand, situation] see delicate □ a matter of the 
utmost delicacy. -2. [of a person] a way of act¬ 
ing or speaking to somebody that avoids of¬ 
fending them. -3. cooking something that is 
very pleasant to eat but is rare or expensive 
□ Snails are a delicacy here. 

delicate ['dehkat] adj -1. [hand, work, movement] 

small, attractive, and graceful □ a small deli¬ 
cate woman. -2. [flavor, color] that is pleasant 
and not strong □ a delicate hint of saffron. 
-3. [glass, china] that is fragile and breaks 
easily □ Don't drop it, it's very delicate. -4. 
[person] who becomes ill easily □ He was a 
delicate child. □ Her health is becoming increas¬ 
ingly delicate. -5. [situation, subject, issue] that 
needs to be treated in a careful and sensitive 
way, e.g. because it is uncertain or likely to 
cause problems □ Talks have reached a very 
delicate stage. -6. [instrument, equipment] that 
is very sensitive and shows small changes, 

delicately ['delikatli] adv -1. delicately drawn/ 
carved etc drawn/carved etc in a delicate 
way □ a piece of delicately made china. -2. 
delicately colored/flavored etc pleasantly and 
not strongly colored/flavored etc □ delicately 
spiced with cinnamon. -3. [hint, suggest] in a 
careful and sensitive way □ He put it very deli¬ 
cately, but it was quite clear that he wanted us 
to leave. 

delicatessen [.deliks'tesn] n a store that sells 
cold fresh food of good quality that is often 
imported, e.g. cheese and cooked meat, 

delicious [di'lifas] adj -1. [food, drink, flavor] 
that tastes very good □ This pasta is absolutely 
delicious! □ What a delicious smell! -2. 
[feeling] that one finds very enjoyable or sat¬ 
isfying. 

delight [di'lait] o n -1. a feeling of great 
pleasure □ He discovered to his delight that his 

shares had doubled in value. ■ to take delight in 
doing sthg to enjoy doing sthg very much □ 
Simon takes a great delight in teasing his younger 
sister. -2. a thing or person that gives great 
pleasure □ the delights of country life, o vt to 
please <sb> very much □ The news should de¬ 
light enthusiasts everywhere, o vi to delight in 
sthg to enjoy sthg very much □ He delights in 
annoying me. 

delighted [di'laitad] adj to be delighted to be 
very happy about something □ We were de¬ 
lighted with the news. □ She was delighted to 
see him. □ "Can you come?" — “I'd be delight¬ 
ed. " □ We were delighted (that) you could come. 

delightful [di'laitfl] adj [person, place, evening] 
very pleasant or enjoyable □ We had a delight¬ 
ful time while we were there. 

delightfully [di'laitfli] adv: see delightful □ a de¬ 
lightfully amusing book. 

Delilah [di'laita] Samson, 

delimit [dii'limat] vt [powers, scope] to fix the 
limits of <sthg> □ The role of the commission 
is delimited by law. 

delineate [di'lmieit] vt [plan, policy, problem] to 
describe <sthg>. 

delinquency [di'ligkwansi] n delinquent be¬ 
havior. 

delinquent [di'lirjkwant] o adj [child] who 
breaks the law, usually by committing mi¬ 
nor crimes against society, o n a delinquent 
child. 

delirious [di'hrias] adj -1. who is suffering 
from delirium □ He was delirious with fever. 
-2. who is very excited and happy □ She was 
delirious with joy. □ He'll be delirious at the news. 

delirium [dTlirism] n an inability to think or 
speak in a clear sensible way, usually caused 
by fever □ suffering from delirium. 

deliver [di'liv3r] o vt -1. [goods, mail, news¬ 
papers] to take <sthg> to somebody’s home 
or office, usually because one is paid to do 
this □ Can you deliver these photos to the press 
office by 11 am? -2. [speech, lecture, warning] to 
say <sthg> in public □ The jury delivered a ver¬ 
dict of guilty. -3. to help a woman while she 
gives birth to <a baby> □ Her husband helped 
to deliver the baby. -4. to deliver sb from sthg 
[from captivity, danger] to help sb escape from 
sthg unpleasant (literary use). -5. US politics 
to succeed in getting <the votes of a group 
of people> □ Can he deliver the Black vote? 
-6. to deliver a blow to hit somebody □ He 
delivered a heavy blow to the back of her head. 
o vi -1. to take things to somebody’s home, 
office etc, usually in return for payment □ 
We deliver 24 hours a day. -2. to do what one 
has promised or been asked to do □ The Ad¬ 
ministration has failed to deliver on tax reform/its 
promises. 

delivery [di'livari] (pi deliveries) n -1. [of letters, 
goods] the act of delivering something □ Mail 
deliveries are fairly irregular. □ ‘Allow two weeks 
for delivery.' □ 'Payment on delivery' □ 'Free de¬ 
livery.' ■ to take delivery of sthg to accept 
sthg that has been delivered, usually by 
signing for it. -2. [of stationery, stock] some- 
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thing that is delivered □ Another delivery of 
spare parts has just arrived. -3. [of a speech] 
somebody’s way of speaking, especially 
when making a speech or acting □ He needs 
to work on his delivery. -4. [of a baby] the act of 
giving birth to a baby □ the delivery room. 

delivery note n a document signed by some¬ 
body who receives a package, goods etc to 
prove that they have been delivered, 

delivery truck us, delivery van n a small van 
used for delivering goods, 

delphinium [del'finiam] {pi delphiniums) n a 
tall garden plant with blue flowers growing 
along its stem. 

delta [’delta] (pi deltas) n a triangular area 
where a river divides into many parts before 
reaching the sea □ the Pearl River delta. 

delude [diiu:d] vt to persuade <sb> to believe 
something that is not true □ If he thinks they 
can survive the recession he's deluding himself. 

deluge [’delju:d3] o n -1. a flood; a large 
amount of heavy rain. -2. [of questions, let¬ 
ters] a very large amount of things that ar¬ 
rive at the same time. □ We’ve received a del¬ 
uge of complaints, o vt to be deluged with sthg 
[with letters, questions] to receive a large 
amount of sthg □ The band has been deluged 
with fan mail. 

delusion [di'luisn] n something that some¬ 
body believes, but that is not true □ She is 
under the delusion that her illness isn’t serious. ■ 
to have delusions of grandeur to believe that 
one is more important than one really is. 

de luxe [da'Uks] adj [hotel, car] that is of high 
quality and expensive. 

delve [delv] vi -1. to delve into sthg [into a mys¬ 
tery, the past] to investigate sthg in detail in 
order to get information □ / don’t want to 
delve too deeply into his reasons for not going. 
-2. to search in a place, especially in some¬ 
thing that is deep or filled with things □ She 
had to delve inside her bag to find it. 

Dem abbr of Democrat(ic). 

demagogue [’demagog] n a political leader 
who tries to win support by appealing to 
people’s emotions and prejudices, 

demand [US di'maend, GB -’mcnnd] o k -1. a 
firm request for something, usually for 
something that another person does not 
want to give □ There have been demands for 
the president's resignation. ■ a wage demand a 
request for an increase in wages. ■ on de¬ 
mand whenever anybody asks for it □ Abor¬ 
tion is now available on demand. -2. demands 
on sb the things that use up sb’s time and 
energy □ His family makes huge demands on his 
time. ■ a demand for sthg a need or desire for 
sthg □ There’s not much demand for luxury 
goods in this area. ■ to be in demand to be 
very popular and wanted by many people □ 
American jeans are in great demand, 

o vt -1. [apology, explanation, wage increase] to 
ask firmly and forcefully for <sthg> □ He de¬ 
manded to see the report. -2. to ask <sthg> 
firmly □ "What’s wrong with that?" she de¬ 
manded. -3. [attention, dedication, time] to need 

<sthg> □ He has the courage that the job de¬ 

mands. 

demanding [US di'masndig, GB -’maind-] ad] 
-1. [job, task, situation! that is difficult and 
needs a lot of effort, concentration, time etc 
□ It's extremely demanding being on duty 14 
hours a day. -2. [person] who needs a lot of 
attention and is not easily satisfied □ She's a 
very demanding child. 

demarcation [,di:ma:r'keijn] n a boundary or 
line of separation, e.g. between two pieces 
of land or between different types of work □ 
a demarcation line. 

demarcation dispute n a dispute between la¬ 
bor unions about which jobs should be 
done by their members, 

demean [di'mim] vt to cause <sb/sthg> to lose 
the respect of other people □ Pornography de¬ 
means women. 

demeaning [di'mimig] adj [work, experience] 

that demeans somebody □ a demeaning, sexist 
remark. 

demeanor US, demeanour gb [di'miinal n the 
way that somebody behaves (formal use) □ / 
didn't like his haughty demeanor. 

demented [di'mentad] adj [person] crazy, 

dementia [di'menfa] n serious mental illness 
that is caused by a disease or injury of the 
brain □ people suffering from dementia. 

demerara sugar [.demaresrs-] n gb a type of 
brown sugar. 

demigod [’demigod] n a mythological being 
who is half-human and half-god. 

demijohn [’demid3Dn] n a large bottle with a 
narrow neck that is used for making wine, 

demilitarized zone [dk'mihtaraizd-] n an area 
from which military forces have been re¬ 
moved. 

demise [di'maiz] « -1. [of a company, empire] 

the end of something that was successful or 
important □ the demise of the Welfare State. 
-2. the death of somebody (formal use) □ after 
the tragic demise of his wife. 

demist [,di:’mist] vt GB to remove mist from 
<a car window>. 

demister [,di:'mist3r] n GB a device that blows 
air onto the front window of a car so that 
one can see clearly through it; a set of wires 
that heat the back window of a car so that 
one can see clearly through it. 

demo [’demoo] {pi demos) n = demonstration 
(informal use). 

demobilize, -ise [.di'moubalaiz] vt to release 
<troops, soldiers> etc from the armed 
forces, usually after a war. 

democracy [di'mDkrasi] (pi democracies) n 
-1. a system of government in which people 
choose leaders to govern them by voting in 
elections □ We are working to bring back de¬ 
mocracy. -2. a country whose government is 
elected by the people □ a fragile democracy. 

democrat [’demakraet] n a person who be¬ 
lieves in democracy. 

♦ Democrat n a person who supports or is a 
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Denmark 
member of the Democratic Party in the 

democratic [.dema'knetik] adj (country] that has 
a government elected by the people; [govern¬ 

ment, system, election] that is found in this 
kind of country □ Western liberal democratic 
values. 

♦ Democratic adj that is connected with the 
Democratic Party in the USA □ the Democrat¬ 
ic election campaign. 

democratically l.dema'knetikh] adv [decide, dis¬ 

cuss] by asking everybody for their opinion 
□ a democratically elected leader. 

Democratic Party n the Democratic Party one 
of the two main political parties in the USA. 
It is considered to be more left-wing than 
the Republican Party. 

demographic [.dema'grasfik] adj [change, trend] 

that is connected with the population of a 
particular country and where people live, 

demolish [di'mDli/] vr -1. [house, block] to pull 
down <a building>, usually to provide space 
for something new □ The old cinema was de¬ 
molished and a new one built in its place. 
-2. [theory, case] to prove that <an idea or ar¬ 
gument is wrong □ By the end of the trial the 
prosecution had completely demolished Mrs 
Baxter's defense. -3. [meal, course] to eat 
<food> very quickly so that there is no 
more left (informal use) □ Frank demolished the 
contents of his plate in five minutes flat. 

demolition [.dema'lijn] n [of a house, block] see 
demolish □ Demolition work is already underway 
on the site. 

demon [’dhman] o « an evil spirit or devil, 
o comp a demon player/cyclist etc an ex¬ 
tremely skilled player/cyclist etc. 

demonstrable [di'monstrabl] adj [fact, change, 

improvement] that can be shown to be true 
or exist □ a demonstrable link between smoking 
and lung cancer. 

demonstrably [di'monstrabli] adv [true, better] 

see demonstrable □ Their claims are demon¬ 
strably wrong. 

demonstrate ['demanstreit] o vt -1. [theory, 

principle] to prove that <sthg> is true or ex¬ 
ists □ The findings clearly demonstrate a link be¬ 
tween poverty and crime. □ You must demon¬ 
strate that you are able to do the work. 
-2. [machine, technique] to show how <sthg> 
works by operating it and giving an expla¬ 
nation at the same time □ Can you demon¬ 
strate how it works? -3. [ability, skill, quality] to 
show that one has <sthg> □ This clearly 
demonstrates her organizational skills, o vi to 
demonstrate for/against sthg to take part 
in a demonstration for/against sthg. 

demonstration fideman'streij'n] n -1. to give 
a demonstration to show how something 
works or is done □ She gave us a demonstra¬ 
tion of how it operated. -2. [for something, 

against something] a public meeting or march 
held by people who feel strongly about a 
particular subject and want their opinions to 
be known □ They held/staged a massive demon¬ 
stration against the new highway. -3. a demon¬ 

stration of affection/support etc an act of 
showing affection/support etc. 

demonstrative Idi'rrmnstrativ] adj [person] who 
shows their feelings openly, especially by 
hugging and kissing people. 

demonstrator ['demanstreital « -1. a person 
who shows and explains how a machine, 
appliance etc works. -2. a person who takes 
part in a demonstration for or against some¬ 
thing □ Over a thousand demonstrators gathered 
to protest the measures. 

demoralize, -ise [di'moralaiz] vf to make <sb> 

lose confidence in what they are doing □ It 
demoralized many teachers to see cuts being 
made in key areas. 

demoralized [di'niDralaizd] adj [person, work¬ 

force, army] who has lost confidence in what 
they are doing □ They returned from the meet¬ 
ing tired and demoralized. 

demote [dii'mout] vt to put <sb> into a lower 
rank or position, often as a punishment □ 
He was demoted to the rank of sergeant. 

demotion [dii'mou/n] tv. see demote □ Miss 
Taft's behavior improved after her demotion. 

demotivate fdi.-'moutaveit] vt to make <work- 

ers, students> etc lose their enthusiasm for 
what they are doing. 

demure [di'mju3r] adj [woman, child] who 
seems shy and careful to behave correctly □ 
She looked very demure in her long white dress. 

demystify fidii'mistafai] (pt & pp demystified) 
vt to make <sthg> less mysterious and easi¬ 
er for ordinary people to understand. 

den [den] « a home made by wild animals 
such as foxes. 

denationalize, -ise [.di.-'nsfnslaiz] vt to sell 

<an industry> to private owners so that it 
no longer belongs to the state. 

denial [di'naial] n -1. [of an accusation, allegation, 

rumor] a statement that says something is 
not true □ The Prime Minister issued a firm deni¬ 
al today. -2. [of a right, privilege] a refusal to al¬ 
low somebody to have something they 
want. 

denier ['denjar] n GB a measurement of how 
fine the thread is in pantyhose or stockings 
□ 15-denier tights. 

denigrate ['demgreit] vt [person, achievement, 

character] to speak or write very unfavorably 

about <sb/sthg> especially when they de¬ 

serve to be praised (formal use). 

denim ['denim] n a strong cloth made of cot¬ 

ton that is usually blue and is used to make 

clothes □ denim jeans. 

♦ denims npl jeans made of denim □ a pair of 
denims. 

denim jacket n a short casual jacket made of 

denim. 

denizen [’demzan] n an inhabitant of a par¬ 

ticular place (literary use). 

Denmark ['denma:rk] a country in northern 

Europe, between the Baltic and the North 

Sea. size: 43,000 sq kms. population: 
5,100,000 (Danes, Danish), capital: Copenha- 
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gen. language: Danish, currency: Danish 

krone. 
denomination [di.noma'neij'n] n -1. religion 

one of the main groups of believers in a par¬ 
ticular religion. -2. finance the value of a 
coin or bill □ We cannot change denominations 
smaller than 2000 lire. 

denominator [di'iromaneits1] « the part of a 
fraction that is below the line and that the 
top number is divided by. 

denote [di'nout] vt (formal use) to mean 
<sthg>; to be a sign or symbol for <sthg>. 

denouement [US ,deinu:'ma:r), gb dei'nuimDrj] n 
the end of a book, movie, or play, when 
everything is explained □ / found the denoue¬ 
ment of the plot rather unsatisfactory. 

denounce [di'nauns] vt [person, idea, policy] to 
criticize <sb/sthg> severely in public □ He 
was denounced as a traitor to his country. 

dense [dens] adj -1. [crowd, traffic, forest] where 
there are many people or things with very 
little space between them; [fog, mist, smoke] 

that is difficult to see through. -2. [person] 

who one thinks is stupid and slow in under¬ 
standing (informal use). 

densely ['densli] adv densely populated that 
has a lot of people living in a small area, 

density ['densati] (pi densities) n -1. [of traffic, a 

crowd, forest] the degree to which people or 
things are very close together; [of fog, mist, 

smoke] the fact of being difficult to see 
through □ a map showing population density. 
-2. physics the relationship between an ob¬ 
ject’s mass and its volume □ Water has a high¬ 
er density than oil. 

dent [dent] o n a hollow area on a surface 
where it has been hit by something and 
damaged □ / noticed a small dent in my car. 
o vt [surface, metal, car] to make a dent in 

<sthg>. 

dental [’dentl] adj [hygiene, decay] that is con¬ 
nected with one’s teeth □ a dental appoint¬ 
ment. 

dental floss n thread covered in wax that is 
used to clean the spaces between one’s 
teeth. 

dental plate n the part of a set of dentures 
that fits against the top of the mouth, 

dental surgeon n = dentist, 

dental surgery n GB the place where a den¬ 
tist works and gives treatment to patients, 

dental treatment ti something done by a 
dentist to one’s teeth to keep them healthy 
or attractive. 

dented ['dentsd] adj [car, surface] that has a 
dent in it. 

dentist [’dentast] n a person whose job is to 
treat people’s teeth. ■ a dentist's the place 
where a dentist works □ I've got to go to the 
dentist's. 

dentistry [’dentastri] n the work done by a 
dentist. 

dentures ['dentJVz] npl artificial teeth that are 
used to replace teeth that have fallen out or 
been removed □ a set of dentures. 

denude [di'n->u:d] vt to be denuded of sthg [of 

leaves, flowers] to have all of sthg removed 
so that it is completely bare (formal use), 

denunciation [di.nAnsi'eiJn] n [of a person, or¬ 

ganization, decision] a statement that de¬ 
nounces somebody or something □ Brandon's 
denunciation of the behavior of the press. 

deny [di'nai] (pt 8t pp denied) vt -1. [accusation, 

allegation, rumor] to say that <sthg> is not» 
true □ He denied all knowledge of the takeover 
bid. □ She denied driving while under the influ¬ 
ence of alcohol. □ A spokesman denied (that) the 
company had knowingly damaged the environ¬ 
ment. -2. to deny sb sthg [right, access, chance] 

to refuse to allow sb to have sthg that they 
want □ You cannot deny me the right to speak 

to my own wife! 
deodorant [di'oudarant] n a substance, usually 

a liquid or a spray, that is used to reduce 
body smells, especially under one’s arms □ a 

spray/roll-on deodorant □ He doesn't use deodor¬ 

ant. 
depart [di'pa:rt] vi (formal use) -1. [train, plane, 

person] to leave □ The train for Pisa will depart 
from platform 16. -2. to depart from sthg [from 

normal procedure, a custom, script] not to fol¬ 
low sthg □ Departing from tradition, the Queen 
traveled on a scheduled flight. 

department [di'pcutmant] « -1. [of a company] 

a section of a company or organization that 
has a particular hmction □ the company's 
personnel/sales department. -2. [of a store] a 
section of a large store that sells a particular 
kind of goods □ the menswear/china depart¬ 
ment. -3. education a group of teachers in a 
school, college, or university who teach a 
particular subject □ the psychology department. 
-4. [of a government] a section of a govern¬ 
ment that has responsibility for a particular 
activity, service etc □ the Department of 
Health/Industry/Transport. 

departmental [,di:pa:rt'mentl] adj [meeting, 

staff, manager] that is connected with a par¬ 
ticular department of a company, govern¬ 
ment etc. 

department store « a large store made up of 
different sections selling many kinds of 
goods. 

departure [di‘pa:rtJV] n -1. [from a place] the 
act of leaving a place; a plane, train, ferry 
etc that leaves a particular place at a particu¬ 
lar time □ Passengers are advised to confirm 
their return flight 24 hours before departure. □ 
There are three departures a day for Dublin. □ the 
departure gate/time. -2. a departure from sthg 
[from normal procedure, a custom] a change 
from the usual way of doing sthg a In a de¬ 
parture from his normal practice, the commission¬ 
er gave a press conference immediately. -3. a 
new departure a change in the kind of things 
one does □ This is a new departure for me in my 
career. 

departure lounge n the room at an airport 
where passengers wait until they can get on 
their plane. 

depend [di'pend] vi it depends a phrase used 
to say that one is not certain about some- 
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deprecating 
thing because other factors must be taken 
into consideration. 

♦ depending on prep a phrase used to intro¬ 
duce information that will affect a future de¬ 
cision, course of action etc □ Depending on 
when I finish work, I'll either call for you at the 
hotel or meet you at the theater. 

♦ depend on vt fus -1. to depend on sb/sthg 

Ion a parent, salary] to need sb/sthg because 
one cannot survive, cope, succeed etc with¬ 
out them □ / depend on public transportation to 
get to work, * you can depend on him/her you 
can trust him/her to do what he/she says □ 
You can always depend on me. -2. to depend on 

sb/sthg to be affected, controlled, or decided 
by sb/sthg □ Whether you succeed in business 
depends on your attitude. □ "Do you think you'll 
ever get married?" — "It depends (on) whether I 
meet the right person." 

dependable [di'pendabl] adj (person, income, 

car] that one can trust □ John's a solid, depend¬ 
able kind of guy. 

dependance [df'pendans] « US = dependence. 

dependant [di'pendant] n a person who de¬ 
pends on another person or organization for 
money □ Does the applicant have any depend¬ 
ants under the age of 18? 

dependence [di'pendsns] « [on charity, alcohol, a 

person] the state of needing somebody or 
something and not being able to survive, 
succeed etc without them □ alcohol depend¬ 
ence. 

dependent [di'pendant] adj -1. [person, organiza¬ 

tion, country] that needs somebody or some¬ 
thing else in order to continue or survive □ 
We are entirely dependent on the government for 
getting us contracts. -2. to be dependent on 

sthg [on drugs, alcohol, cigarettes] to be addict¬ 
ed to sthg □ the problem of young people de¬ 
pendent on hard drugs. -3. to be dependent on 

sb/sthg [on a result, the time] to be affected, 
controlled, or decided by sb/sthg □ Pay is de¬ 
pendent on age and experience. 

depict [di'pikt] vt -1. [person, scene] to show 
<sb/sthg> in a picture □ The painting depicts a 
battle scene. -2. [person, place, way of life] to 
describe <sb/sthg>, usually by writing about 
them, in a way that creates a clear and de¬ 
tailed impression of them □ The biography de¬ 
picts him as a cold and ruthless traitor. 

depilatory [us di'pilatoiri, gb -atari] adj (cream, 

wax] that is used to remove unwanted hair 
from one’s body. 

deplete [di'pliit] vt to reduce <supplies, re- 
sources> etc to a level that is very low and 
sometimes dangerous □ His energy levels have 
been seriously depleted. 

depletion [di'pliijn] n: see deplete □ As we near 
the depletion of our coal stocks... 

deplorable [di'pbirabl] adj [state, condition, 

treatment] that one finds bad or wrong, and 
unacceptable □ It is deplorable that people 
should have to wait so long to see a doctor. □ 
The service at the restaurant was simply deplor¬ 
able. 

deplore [di'pb:r] vt to disapprove of <sthg> 

very strongly □ This company deplores the use 
of animals to test cosmetics. 

deploy [di'pbi] vt to organize <troops, weap¬ 
ons, resources> in a way that makes them 
ready to be used when necessary. 

deployment [di'ploimsnt] n: see deploy □ the 
deployment of nuclear missiles. 

depopulated [dfi'pDpjsleitad] adj [country, area] 

where there are far fewer people living than 
there were before. 

depopulation [dippopja'leifn] n: see depopulat¬ 
ed □ the rural crisis triggered by depopulation. 

deport [di'poit] vt to make <sb> leave a coun¬ 
try where they are not a citizen because 
they have done something illegal or are not 
wanted by the government □ Illegal immi¬ 
grants risk being deported. 

deportation [ldi:po:r'teiJn] n: see deport. 

deportation order « an official order that 
tells somebody that they must leave a coun¬ 
try. 

depose [di'pouz] vt to remove <a monarch, 
ruler> etc from power a The King was de¬ 
posed by the military in 1967. 

deposit [di'pDzat] o n -1. finance [at a bank] an 
amount of money placed in a bank account 
□ I'd like to make a deposit of $5,000. -2. [on a 

house, car] a sum of money that one gives as 
a first part of a payment when buying a 
house, car etc to make sure that nobody 
else can buy it □ We put down a deposit on a 
new television. -3. [on equipment, an apartment] 

a sum of money that one gives when one 
rents something and that is returned if the 
thing one rented is used without being dam¬ 
aged □ The deposit on the apartment is equiva¬ 
lent to one month's rent. -4. geology a layer of 
a substance formed underground by natural 
processes □ oil deposits. -5. [in a liquid] a solid 
substance left behind at the bottom of a 
container of liquid, or by a river, flood etc. 

o vt -1. [liquid, river] to leave behind <sand, 
dust, mud> etc on a surface. -2. finance [cus¬ 

tomer] to put cmoney or valuables> in a 
bank □ I'd like to deposit $150 in my savings ac¬ 
count. -3. [person] to put <sthg> down some¬ 
where □ She deposited her luggage at my feet. 

deposit account « GB a bank account that 
pays interest.on the money saved in it. 

depositor [di'pDzat3r] n a person who saves 
money in a deposit account. 

depot [sense 1 'depoo, sense 2 US 'diipou, GB 
'dep-] n -1. [for goods] a place where equip¬ 
ment or goods are stored □ an ammunition de¬ 
pot. -2. [for buses, trains] a bus or train station 
at the end of a route or line. 

depraved [di'preivd] adj [person, habit, behavior] 

that is very evil or corrupt. 

depravity [di'prasvsti] n behavior that is de¬ 
praved. 

deprecate [’deprakeit] vt to express disapprov¬ 
al of <sthg> (formal use). 

deprecating ['deprakeitig] adj [remark, gesture] 

that expresses disapproval. 
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depreciate [di'priijieit] vi [currency, investment, 

property] to go down in value, 

depreciation [di,pri:ji'eijn] n: see depreciate □ 
the depreciatidn of shares. 

depress [di'pres] vt -1. [news, event, situation] to 
make <sb> feel very sad and hopeless □ 
Hearing him talk about the war just depressed 
me. -2. economics to make <a market or the 
economy> less active; to make <prices, 
values, sales> etc go down, 

depressant [di'presnt] n a substance that re¬ 
duces the activity of the brain or body □ Al¬ 
cohol acts as a depressant. 

depressed [di'prest] adj -1. [person] who is 
very sad and has lost hope □ / felt so de¬ 
pressed I couldn't get out of bed. -2. a de¬ 

pressed market a market in which there is 
not much demand for the goods and serv¬ 
ices offered for sale. -3. a depressed area an 
area that suffers from a lack of economic ac¬ 
tivity and jobs. 

depressing [di'presirj] adj [person, news, story] 

that makes one depressed □ It's depressing to 
think that you may never work again. 

depression [di'prejn] « -1. medicine a feeling 
of extreme unhappiness that causes one to 
believe that there is no hope for one in the 
future and that prevents one from living an 
active life □ He's having treatment for depres¬ 
sion. -2. economics a period when economic 
activity is low and unemployment is high □ 
The country is in the grip of a severe depression. 
-3. [in a surface] a hole or hollow in a surface 
caused by something pressing down on it. 

♦ Depression n = Great Depression. 

depressive [di'presiv] adj [person] who some¬ 
times suffers from depression; [effect] that 
causes depression. 

deprivation bdepra'veijn] n the state of not 
being able to have something one needs to 
live properly □ sleep deprivation. 

deprive [di'praiv] vt to deprive sb/sthg of sthg 

to prevent sb/sthg from having sthg □ If peo¬ 
ple are deprived of sleep, they become irritable. □ 
His captors deprived him of all contact with the 
outside world. 

deprived [dipraivd] adj [background, area] where 
the people are poor and living conditions 
are bad □ He had a deprived childhood. 

dept, abbr of department. 

depth [depG] n -1. the distance between the 
top and the bottom of a lake, mine, hole 
etc; the distance between the front and back 
of a solid object or a space □ The submarine 
can dive to a depth of 500m. □ Make sure you 
measure the depth of the refrigerator before you 
buy it. ■ to be out of one's depth [in the ocean, 

a swimming pool] to be in water where one’s 
feet do not touch the bottom; [in a situation, 

discussion] not to know enough to be able to 
deal with or understand what is being done 
or said □ / felt a bit out of my depth among all 
those specialists. -2. [of one's feelings, knowl¬ 

edge] the strength or intensity of one’s feel¬ 
ings, knowledge etc □ We were impressed by 

the depth of his understanding. □ We have stud¬ 
ied the matter in (great) depth. 

♦ depths npl the depths the deepest parts of 
something, or the parts that are most diffi¬ 
cult to get to; the worst part of something □ 
the depths of the ocean/forest □ in the depths of 
winter/despair. 

depth charge n an underwater bomb used to 

destroy submarines. 

deputation [.depja'teijn] n a group of people 
who are chosen to be representatives of a 
larger group, and to speak or complain to 
somebody in authority on their behalf, 

deputize, -ise [‘depjataiz] vi to do somebody 
else’s job or replace them at a meeting 
when they are unable to be there □ / had to 
deputize for my boss while she was away. 

deputy ['depjati] (pi deputies) o n -1. business 
a person who is next below a chairman, 
manager etc in rank, and who often has to 
represent them when they are not there. 
-2. US law a person who is second-in- 
command to a sheriff, o adj [leader, head, 

chairman] who acts as deputy □ Mrs Cowling, 
the Deputy Chairman of the Committee. 

derail [dii'red] vt to make <a train> go off the 
tracks. 

derailment [dh'reilmant] n: see derail □ Trains 
are running late following an earlier derailment. 

deranged [di'reind3d] adj [person] who acts in 
a crazy and sometimes dangerous way. 

derby [US 'd3:rbi, GB 'da:bi] (pi derbies) n -1. US 
a round stiff hat, usually black and worn by 
men. -2. sport a sports event between two 
teams from the same area or city. 

Derby « the Derby an important horserace 
held every year at Epsom, southern England. 

Derbyshire [US 'd3:rbijr, GB 'daibija] a county 
in northern central England, size: 2,631 sq 
kms. population: 918,700. administrative cen¬ 
ter: Madock. 

deregulate [.dii'regjaleit] vr to remove govern¬ 
ment controls from <a company, industry, 
or market>. 

deregulation [.dhregjs'leifn] n: see deregulate □ 
plans for deregulation of the country's broadcast¬ 
ing services. ' 

derelict ['derslikt] adj [building, site, area] that is 
in very bad condition because it is no longer 
used. 

deride [di'raid] vt [person, suggestion, idea] to 
speak about <sb/sthg> in a way that makes 
them seem ridiculous or worthless □ She has 
been much derided for her outdated views. 

derision [di'ri3n] n things that are said about 
somebody or something and that make 
them seem ridiculous or worthless □ His 
ideas were greeted with derision. 

derisive [di'raisiv] adj [laughter, smile, comment] 

that shows that one thinks somebody or 
something is ridiculous or worthless. 

derisory [di'raisori] adj -1. [amount, increase] 

that is so small or unimportant that it can¬ 
not be taken seriously (disapproving use) □ / 
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was paid the derisory sum of $20. -2. [laughter, 
smile, comment] derisive. 

derivation [.ders'vei/n] n the source or origin 
of a word. 

derivative [da'rivstiv] o adj [idea, work, style] 

that is not new or original, and is based on 
another person s ideas (disapproving use) □ / 

quite like his paintings, but they're very derivative, 
o n something which is developed from 
something else □ Many cosmetics are petro¬ 
leum derivatives. 

derive [di'raiv] o vt -1. to derive sthg from 
sthg [pleasure, satisfaction, amusement] to get 
sthg from sthg □ She derived great pleasure 
from telling him that the work would have to be 
done again. -2. to be derived from sthg to 
have developed from sthg □ The word is de¬ 
rived from the Latin term, o vi to derive from 
sthg to be the result of sthg □ His confidence 
in speaking in public derives from considerable ex¬ 
perience. □ The word “table" in English derives 
from the French word. 

dermatitis [,d3.-rm3'tait3s] n a medical condi¬ 
tion in which the skin becomes sore and ir¬ 
ritated. 

dermatologist [,d3:rm3'tDbd33st] n a doctor 
who specializes in dermatology, 

dermatology [,d3:rm3'tr>bd3i] n the branch of 
medicine that deals with diseases of the 
skin. 

derogatory [US di'rDgatairi, GB -atari] adj [re¬ 

mark, comment] that criticizes somebody or 
something in a harsh and unfriendly way □ 
He was sitting there in front of me, making de¬ 
rogatory remarks about my furniture! 

derrick ['derik] n -1. a kind of crane that lifts 
cargo onto a ship. -2. a structure built over 
an oil well that moves the drill up and 
down. 

Derry ['den] = Londonderry, 

derv [d3:rv] n GB the fuel used in diesel vehi¬ 
cles. 

desalination [dii.saeb'neij’n] n the process of 
removing salt from sea water to make it 
suitable for drinking □ a desalination plant. 

Descartes [us dei'kmrt, gb 'deikoit], Rene (1596- 
1650) a French philosopher and mathema¬ 
tician who developed a complete system of 
philosophy based on scientific reasoning. 
He is famous for the phrase “I think there¬ 
fore I am.” 

descend [di'send] o vi -1. [sun, vehicle, person] 

to move in a downward direction (formal 
use). -2. [silence, sadness, darkness] to become 
noticeable among a group of people or over 
an area □ A strange hush descended on the 
guests. -3. to descend on a place [crowd, tour¬ 

ists] to arrive in a place suddenly and in 
large numbers □ Thousands of visitors descend 
on the town each summer. □ My relations are go¬ 
ing to descend on us this weekend. -4. to de¬ 
scend to sthg to do sthg that is below one's 
usual moral standards □ How could you de¬ 
scend to lying to me like that? o vt [stairs, hill, 

ladder] to go down <sthg> (formal use), 

descendant [di'sendant] n a person who is the 

child, grandchild, great-grandchild etc of an¬ 
other person □ a descendant of George Wash¬ 
ington. 

descended [di'sendad] adj to be descended 
from sb to be directly related to sb who 
lived in the past □ Man is descended from the 
apes. 

descending [di'sendirj] adj in descending order 
going from a high number or value to a 
lower one. 

descent [di'sent] n -1. [from a high place] a 
movement downward o We will shortly be 
commencing our descent to La Guardia. -2. [of a 
person] the origins of one’s family □ She is of 
mixed French and Cherokee descent. 

describe [di'skraib] vt to give an account of 
the appearance, quality etc of <sb/sthg> □ 
Would you be able to describe him to the police? 
a It's difficult to describe what it was like be¬ 
cause it all happened so quickly. 

description [di'skrip/n] n -1. [of a person, thing, 
place, event] see describe □ There was a descrip¬ 
tion of the man in this morning's paper. □ The 
beauty of Alaska defies description. -2. of every/ 
any/some description of every/any/some etc 
type □ Are you carrying an aerosol or anything of 
that description? 

descriptive [di'skriptiv] adj [passage, language] 
that gives a detailed description of some¬ 
body or something, especially one that is 
expressed in a pleasing way □ One of our as¬ 
signments was to do a descriptive piece of writ¬ 
ing. 

Desdemona [dezds'moona] the heroine of 
Shakespeare’s play Othello. She is killed by 
her jealous husband, Othello, 

desecrate ['desikreit] vt [church, grave] to dam¬ 
age <sthg> deliberately as an insult to 
something that is holy and sacred, 

desecration [.desi'kreijn] tv. see desecrate □ The 
attack was condemned as the desecration of a 
holy place. 

desegregate [dii'segrigeit] vt to make sure 
that people of different races, sexes, or reli¬ 
gions are no longer kept apart in <a place, 
institution> etc □ desegregated schools. 

deselect fdiisa'lekt] vt GB [constituency] to de¬ 
cide not to choose and support <an MP> as 
a candidate at the next election, 

desert [n 'dezart, vb & tipi di'z3:rt] o « -1. 
geography an area of land with very little 
water, or plant or animal life □ the Sahara 
Desert. -2. a place with few facilities for peo¬ 
ple □ a cultural desert, o vt -1. [town, building] 
to abandon <a place> and leave it empty. 
-2. [wife, friend] to leave <a person or group 
of people> and stop supporting them □ He 
deserted his wife and children. □ People are de¬ 
serting the party in droves, o vi [soldier] to leave 
one’s job in the armed forces without per¬ 
mission □ He deserted from the army. 

♦ deserts npl to get one’s just deserts to re¬ 
ceive the punishment one deserves, 

deserted [di'z3:rt3d] adj [town, street, beach] 
that has very few or no people o When we 
arrived, the place was deserted. 
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deserter [di'z3:rtar] n a soldier who has desert¬ 

ed. 

desertion [di'z3:rJn] n [by a soldier, husband] see 
desert □ a man wanted for desertion. 

desert island [,dezart-] n a small, uninhabited, 
tropical island that has no contact with the 
outside world □ He was shipwrecked on a des¬ 
ert island. 

deserve [di'z3:rv] vt [reward, prize, punishment] 
to have done something for which one 
should get <sthg> in return or as a result □ 
You've been working very hard and deserve a 
rest. □ She deserves to lose her job for speaking 
to you like that. □ / know he can be difficult, but 
he doesn't deserve to be treated like that. 

deserved [di'z3:rvd] adj [reward, punishment] 
that somebody deserves □ The performers re¬ 
ceived a well-deserved round of applause. 

deservedly [di'z3:rvadh] adv. see deserved □ She 
was deservedly beaten in the final. □ He has been 
described as a genius, and deservedly so. 

deserving [di'z3:rvig] adj [cause, charity] that de¬ 
serves to be helped, rewarded, or praised. ■ 
to be deserving of sthg to deserve sthg (for¬ 
mal use). 

desiccated ['desikeitad] adj desiccated coconut 

coconut that has been grated and dried. 

design [di'zain] o « -1. [for a building, product] a 
plan for a new building, construction, or 
manufactured object that has been drawn to 
show what it will look like □ The architect 
showed us her designs. -2. art the work or art 
of planning and drawing the form of things 
that are going to be made □ industrial design. 
-3. [on wallpaper, fabric] a decorative pattern 
on a surface □ an intricate floral design. -4. [of 

an object] the form or shape that is given to 
a manufactured object □ The chair has a simple 
but practical design. -5. [of a person] an inten¬ 
tion. ■ by design intentionally □ Was it left 
here by accident or by design? ■ to have designs 
on sthg to plan to get and use sthg that be¬ 
longs to somebody else, often in a dishonest 
way □ He's got designs on that plot of land be¬ 
hind the house. * to have designs on sb to be 
intending to seduce sb. 
o vt -1. [building, dress, car] to draw plans for 
<sthg> so that it can be made or built □ The 
chair was designed by Le Corbusier. -2. to be 

designed for sthg [product, system, layout] to 
be planned or made in a particular way so 
that it can be used for sthg □ The apartments 
are specially designed for old people. □ The car is 
designed to perform well in the most difficult con¬ 
ditions. 

designate [adj 'dezignat, vb 'dezigneit] o adj the 

President/director etc designate the person 
who has been appointed to be President/ 
director etc but who has not yet started 
doing the job. o vt to officially choose <a 
person or place> for a particular purpose □ 
The earthquake zone has been officially designat¬ 
ed a disaster area. □ / have been designated to 
chair the committee. □ Mr Townsend has been 
designated as the next chairman. 

designation [.dezig'neijn] n: see designate □ the 
designation of safe havens by the UN. 

designer [dt'zainar] o n a person whose job is 
to design clothes, manufactured goods, 
buildings etc □ a dress/interior designer, o ad] 
designer jeans/jewelry etc jeans/jewelry etc 
that have been designed or produced by a 
famous designer or company □ Everything she 
wears has to be a designer label. 

desirable [di'zaiarabl] adj -1. [result, approach] 

that is what one wants □ It would not be de- * 
sirable to comment further at this stage. 
-2. [house, place, object] that is attractive and 
that people want □ This has become a highly 
desirable area to live in. -3. [person] who is sex¬ 
ually attractive □ She looked extremely desir¬ 
able in that evening dress. 

desire [di'zaiar] on-1. a strong wish □ I have 
no desire to see him again. □ There is a genuine 
desire for an improvement in relations. -2. a 
strong feeling of wanting to have sex with 
somebody □ He was filled with desire for her. 
o vt -1. to want <sthg> □ You can have any¬ 
thing you desire. ■ to leave a lot to be desired 
[person, service, quality] to be of a low stand¬ 
ard □ The food was good, but the service left a 
lot to be desired. -2. to want to have sex with 
<sb>. 

desirous [di'zaiaras] adj to be desirous of sthg 
to want sthg (formal use), 

desist [di'zist] vi to desist from doing sthg to 
stop doing sthg (formal use), 

desk [desk] « -1. [for writing] a kind of table 
that one sits at to write or work □ Steve's 
not at his desk right now. -2. [for information] a 
place in a public building where one can ob¬ 
tain a particular service □ the information desk 
□ the Air France desk at the airport. 

desk clerk n US a hotel receptionist, 

desk diary n GB a large book used in an office 
for writing business appointments in. 

desk lamp n a lamp for use on a desk, 

desktop ['desktop] adj a desktop computer a 
computer designed to fit on top of a desk, 

desktop publishing n a system of producing 
documents, books etc that uses a desktop 
computer. 

desolate ['desalat] adj -1. [place, scene] that is 
empty and makes one feel sad n / never ex¬ 
pected to meet anyone in this desolate spot. 
-2. [person] who is lonely and feels sad. 

desolation [,desa'leijn] n: see desolate □ a 

scene of utter desolation. 

despair [di'spear] o « a feeling of not having 
any hope o She looked at me In despair, o vi to 
lose hope □ Don't despair! □ He began to de¬ 
spair of ever finding a job. 

despairing [di'spearir)] adj [look, gesture] that 
expresses despair. 

despairingly [di'speangli] adv [look, appeal] see 
despairing □ "We'll never get there on time," 
she said despairingly. 

despatch [di'spaetj] n & vt = dispatch, 

desperate ['desprat] adj -1. [person] who needs 
or wants something very much and is ready 
to try anything to get it; [attempt, measure] 

that is tried because one is in this state □ He 
asked James for money? He must be desperate! 



279 
detail 

□ This calls for desperate measures. □ a desper¬ 
ate gang of criminals. -2. [situation, lack, need] 

that is very serious and needs to be dealt 
with very soon □ There is a desperate shortage 
of teachers in science subjects. -3. [person] who 
feels completely helpless □ She felt desperate 
and alone. -4. to be desperate for sthg [for 

money, a drink, rest] to need sthg very badly □ 
They're desperate for staff down at Palmer's. □ 
I'm desperate to go to the toilet. 

desperately ['despratli] odv -1. [want, need] so 
much that one will try anything □ They des¬ 
perately want to have children. -2. [fight, struggle] 

very fiercely because one is in a dangerous 
or unpleasant situation. -3. desperately ill/ 
unhappy etc very ill/unhappy etc. 

desperation [.despa'reijn] n the state of being 
desperate □ In desperation, I turned to Franklin 
for help. 

despicable [di'spikabl] adj [person, behavior, act] 

that deserves to be despised □ / thought his 
behavior was absolutely despicable. 

despise [di'spaiz] vt [person, idea, activity] to 
dislike <sb/sthg> and consider them to be 
of little importance or worth □ Sometimes I 
feel that she despises me for the kind of job I do. 

despite [di'spait] prep we had a good time de¬ 
spite the rain the fact that it was raining did 
not stop us from having a good time □ She 
remains cheerful despite all her problems. 

♦ despite the fact that conj although □ De¬ 
spite the fact that I was very tired, I offered to 
drive us home. 

despondent [di'spDndgnt] adj [person] who feels 
sad and without hope □ Sam came back from 
the interview looking tired and despondent. 

despot [’despot] n a person, especially the rul¬ 
er of a country, who uses their control over 
people in a cruel and unfair way. 

despotic [di'spDtik] adj [person] who uses their 
control over other people in a cruel and un¬ 
fair way □ despotic behavior. 

dessert [dr'z3:rt] « sweet food that is eaten as 
the last part of a meal □ Would you like to see 
the dessert menu? 

dessertspoon [di'z3:rtspu:n] n a large spoon 
used to eat dessert; the amount of food or 
liquid that can be contained in this, 

dessert wine n a type of sweet wine that is 
drunk with a dessert. 

destabilize, -ise [,di:'steibalaiz] vt [government, 

country, economy] to make <sthg> less secure 
□ rumors of a plot to destabilize the regime. 

destination [.desti'neijn] « the place where a 
person, package, aircraft etc is supposed to 
arrive at the end of a journey □ After three 
days of traveling we finally reached our destina¬ 
tion. □ Feingold's eventual destination was not 
known. 

destined [’destind] adj -1. to be destined for 
sthg [for fame, success] to be certain to have 
or achieve sthg in the future □ She is destined 
for a successful career in advertising. ■ to be 
destined to do sthg to be certain to do sthg 
in the future □ We were destined never to meet 
again. -2. to be destined for a place [person, air¬ 

craft, package] to be traveling to a particular 
place □ a plane destined for Bangkok. 

destiny ['destam] (pi destinies) n -1. one’s fu¬ 
ture, especially when this is considered to 
be controlled by events and circumstances 
rather than by oneself □ / just hate feeling that 
our destiny is in their hands. -2. the force that 
some people believe controls their lives □ 
Destiny brought us together. 

destitute ['destitiu:t] adj [person] who has no 
money or possessions, and often no home □ 
It left him destitute and with no one to turn to. 

destroy [di'stroi] vr -1. [evidence, building, friend¬ 

ship] to damage <sthg> so severely that it no 
longer exists in its original form □ The station 
was completely destroyed by the bombing. 
-2. [person] to affect <sb> badly so that they 
cannot continue the kind of life they were 
living before □ Fie was financially/emotionally 
destroyed. -3. [dog, horse] to kill <an animal> 
because it is suffering too much from an ill¬ 
ness or injury, or because it is dangerous. 

destroyer [di'straiaq n military a small fast 
warship. 

destruction [di'strAkfn] « [of evidence, a build¬ 

ing, friendship] the act of destroying some¬ 
thing □ scenes of death and destruction. 

destructive [di'strAktiv] adj [person, behavior, 

feeling] that causes serious damage to some¬ 
body or something □ The scandal had a de¬ 
structive effect on the election campaign. 

desultory [US 'desltoiri, GB -gri] adj [attempt, 

conversation] that has no plan or purpose and 
shows little enthusiasm (formal use) n They 
made a few desultory comments, then lapsed 
into awkward silence. 

Det. abbr of detective. 

detach [di'taetJ] vt -1. [handle, collar, label] to re¬ 
move <sthg that is fixed to something else> 
□ You can detach the hood from the rest of the 
jacket. -2. to detach oneself from sthg [from re¬ 

ality, a discussion] to try to avoid being in¬ 
volved in or affected by sthg □ It's impossible 
to detach myself from what's happening at home. 

detachable [di'taetJobl] adj [handle, collar, hood] 

that can be removed. 

detached [di'taet/t] adj [view, attitude, person] 

that is not affected by personal feelings 
about something a As a doctor, one has to at 
least try to remain detached. 

detached house n a house that stands alone 
and is not attached to any other houses, 

detachment [di'taetj'mant] n -1. [of a person] 

the state of being detached □ As an outsider, 
she was able to look at the situation with a cer¬ 
tain degree of detachment. -2. military a group 
of soldiers who are sent on a mission sepa¬ 
rately from the rest of a larger group, 

detail [US di’teil, GB ’diiteil] o « -1. a small 
point that is part of a story, discussion, plan, 
design etc; many of these points when they 
are part of something more complete □ No 
further details on the decision are available yet. □ 
My assistant will take care of the details for you. 
□ She's got a good eye for detail. □ / looked more 
closely to admire the detail. ■ to go into detail 
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to include a lot of points or facts about 
something □ The report goes into great detail on 
where the money would come from. ■ in detail 
[examine, study, speak] in a careful and thor¬ 
ough way □ / would welcome the opportunity to 
look into these proposals in detail. -2. military a 
small group of soldiers chosen for a particu¬ 
lar mission. 
o vt [costs, plan] to give all the details of 
<sthg> □ Expenses should be detailed on the 
yellow form attached. □ Mr Bryant's relationship 
with Miss Walker has been detailed in the press. 

♦ details npl GB personal information about 
somebody, e.g. their name, address, and oc¬ 
cupation a Can I take down your details, sir? 

detailed [US di'teild, GB 'dhteild] adj [map, re¬ 
port, plan] that is carefully prepared and con¬ 
tains a lot of details □ He gave us very detailed 
instructions about how to get there. 

detain [di'tein] vt -1. [suspect] to keep <sb> in 
a police station for questioning. -2. to delay 
<sb>, especially by talking to them or keep¬ 
ing them working (formal use), 

detainee [.diitei'ni:] n a person who is held by 
the authorities of a country because they are 
suspected of doing something illegal, 

detect [di'tekt] vt -1. to notice <sthg that is 
not obvious> □ Do I detect a note of irony in 
your voice? -2. [smoke, aircraft, submarine] to 
find and show the presence of <sthg> □ The 
aircraft was detected by radar. 

detection [di'tekfn] n -1. [of an aircraft, subma¬ 
rine] see detect. -2. the act of finding out 
who committed a crime □ The criminals have 
so far managed to escape detection. □ The detec¬ 
tion rate for burglary went up last year. 

detective [di'tektiv] n a person whose job is 
to find out who committed a crime, 

detective novel n a book that tells the story 
of a detective who tries to solve a crime, 

detector [di'tekta1] n a piece of equipment 
that shows the presence of something □ a 

smoke/metal detector. 

detente [dei'tDnt] n a period of more friendly 
relations between two countries that have 
had bad relations for a long time, 

detention [di'tenjn] n -1. [of a suspect, criminal] 
the act of detaining somebody. ■ to be in de¬ 
tention to be held by the authorities of a 
country because one is suspected of a crime, 
especially when the crime is a political one. 
-2. [of a student] a form of punishment in 
which a student has to stay at school after 
normal classes and do extra work □ He was 
given detention for misbehaving in class. 

detention centre # gb a place where young 
criminals are kept for a period of time as a 
punishment. 

deter [di't3:r] (pt & pp deterred, cont deterring) 
vt to stop <sb> from doing something by 
showing the bad things that will happen if 
they do it □ Her parents' warnings did not deter 
her from going out every night. 

detergent [di'taitfjant] n a chemical product 
in the form of a liquid or powder that is 
used for cleaning things such as clothes. 

deteriorate [di'tiarmreit] vi [health, situation, 

weather] to become worse, usually over a 
period of time □ Relations between the two 
countries have deteriorated in recent months. 

deterioration [di.tiaris'reij'n] n: see deteriorate 

□ There has been a marked deterioration in or of 

living standards. 
determination [di,t3:rmi'neijn] n -1. the qual¬ 

ity of being prepared to try hard to do 
something that one has decided to do □ / 
was impressed by his determination to succeed. 
-2. [of a cause, boundary] see determine, 

determine [di't3:rmin] vt -1. [location, cause] to 
find out <sthg> for certain □ We need to de¬ 
termine whether it is worth continuing in this 
way. -2. [result, outcome, success] to control 
or decide <sthg> □ These elections could deter¬ 
mine the future of the President's domestic policy 
for the next two years. -3. to determine to do 
sthg to decide to do sthg (formal use). 
-4. [price, wage, boundary] to officially decide 
what <sthg> will be. 

determined [di't3:rmind] adj -1. [person] who 
has decided to do something and is pre¬ 
pared to try very hard to do it □ a very deter¬ 
mined young man □ You two are determined to 
ruin the day, aren't you? -2. determined efforts/ 
resistance etc efforts/resistance etc showing 
a desire to succeed □ a determined fight for sur¬ 
vival. 

deterrent [us di't3:r3nt, GB -‘ter-] o adj a deter¬ 
rent effect/action an effect/action that deters 
somebody from doing something, o n 
something, e.g. a punishment or weapon, 
that stops people from doing something by 
making them afraid of what will happen to 
them if they do it □ They believe capital punish¬ 
ment acts as a deterrent to crime. □ the nuclear 
deterrent. 

detest [di'test] vt to dislike <sb/sthg> very 
much □ / detest lies and hypocrisy. 

detestable [di'testsbl] adj [person, behavior, atti¬ 

tude] that one detests or finds very unpleas¬ 
ant. 

dethrone [di'0roun] vt to remove <a king or 
queen> from their position of power, 

detonate [’detsneit] o vt [bomb, explosive de¬ 

vice] to make <sthg> explode, o vi: The pack¬ 
age detonated in his face. 

detonator ['det3neit3r] n a device that is used 
to make a bomb explode, 

detour ['di:tu3r] n an indirect route between 
two places that is chosen for a particular 
purpose, e.g. to avoid traffic □ We made a de¬ 
tour so we could stop off at the gas station. 

detox [,di:'tDks] n = detoxification (informal 
use). 

detoxification [.distDksifi'keiJn] n treatment 
for addiction to alcohol or drugs, 

detract [di’traekt] vi to detract from sthg [from a 

quality, achievement] to make the good as¬ 
pects of sthg less noticeable or enjoyable □ 
I'm not going to let that detract from my enjoy¬ 
ment of the evening. 

detractor [di'traekt3r] n one's detractors people 
who criticize one’s achievements. 
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detrain [,di:'trein] vi [passenger] to set off a 

train. 

detriment ['detrimant] n to do sthg to the detri¬ 

ment of sb/sthg to do sthg that affects sb/ 
sthg badly without intending to □ We have 
concentrated on exports to the detriment of our 
domestic market. 

detrimental [,detri'mentl] adj [policy, effect] that 
causes damage or harm n This type of image 
could be detrimental to our sales in certain coun¬ 
tries. v 

detritus [di'traitas] n -1. pieces of waste that 
are left after something has been used or af¬ 
ter something has happened (formal use). 
-2. geology loose material left behind when 
rocks have eroded. 

Detroit [di'troit] a city in Michigan, USA that 
is famous for its car industry and popular 
music, population: 1,027,974. 

deuce [diu:s] n the score of 40 points each in 
a game of tennis. 

Deutschmark [,daitjma:1k], Deutsche Mark 
[ dortfomaTk] n the unit of currency used in 
Germany. 

devaluation [,di:vEelju'eiJn] n the reduction of 
the value of something, especially a national 
currency □ the devaluation of the pound. 

devalue [,di:'vaelju:] vt -1. finance to reduce 
the value of <a currency>. -2. [person, 

achievement] not to treat <sb/sthg> with the 
respect they deserve. 

devastate fdevasteit] vt -1. [area, city] to dam¬ 
age <a place> very badly so that most of 
the things there are destroyed □ The country 
has been devastated by floods. -2. to upset and 
shock <sb> very badly □ He was devastated 
by the news. 

devastated [‘devasteitad] adj -1. [area, city] that 
has been very badly damaged. -2. to be dev¬ 

astated [person] to be very upset and 
shocked □ / felt completely devastated when I 
heard what had happened. 

devastating ['devasteitig] adj -1. [hurricane, 

earthquake, disaster] that causes a lot of de¬ 
struction □ the devastating effects of the 
drought. -2. [remark, argument, shot] that is 
very effective and difficult for an opponent 
to deal with □ The Swede responded with a 
devastating volley. -3. [news, experience] very 
upsetting and shocking a It was a devastating 
blow to the family. -4. [looks, charm] very at¬ 
tractive. 

devastation [.deva'steij'n] n [of an area, city] see 
devastate □ scenes of devastation. 

develop [di'vefop] o vt -1. [business, country, 

system] to make <sthg> better, more suc¬ 
cessful, complete etc □ We need to develop 
our overseas market. □ There are plans to devel¬ 
op tourism in this area. □ We are developing new 
approaches to the care of the elderly. -2. 
construction to build new buildings in <a 
place> so that it becomes more useful and 
valuable □ They're developing the old docks as 
a new residential area. -3. [fault, habit, illness] to 
gradually get <sthg> □ You've developed a 
nasty cough. □ The engine developed a problem. 

-4. [idea, point] to think, speak, or write 
about <sthg> so that it becomes clearer and 
more complete □ a well-developed argument. 
-5. photography to use a chemical process to 
make a photograph appear from <film>; to 
make <a photograph> by developing a film 
□ When I've had the photos developed, I'll bring 
them over for you. 

o vt -1. [business, country, story] to become 
bigger, more advanced, complex etc □ Our 
friendship developed from that chance meeting/ 
developed into love. -2. [person] to grow physi¬ 
cally or become more mature. -3. [problem, 

trouble] to appear and increase gradually □ 
Tensions soon developed between the two coun¬ 
tries. -4. photography to be developed □ It'll 
take a few minutes for the film to develop. 

developer [di'vel3p3r] « -l. construction a 
person or company that uses land for build¬ 
ing on or does work to improve existing 
buildings in order to make a profit. -2. an 
early/a late developer a person, especially a 
child, who develops more quickly/slowly 
than other people of the same age. -3. pho¬ 
tography a chemical used to make pho¬ 
tographs from film. 

developing country [di.velspirj ] n a poor 
country that is trying to improve its industry 
and agriculture in order to become stronger 
economically. 

development [di'vebpmsnt] n -1. [of a product, 

idea, industry] the process of making some¬ 
thing better, more successful, complete etc □ 
Investment is needed to finance the development 
of tourism in the region. -2. construction a 
project in which land is developed in a par¬ 
ticular way; an area of land that is devel¬ 
oped by this project □ plans for development 
of the old docks □ a new property development. 
-3. [in a situation] a new event or element in a 
situation, problem etc □ We will be keeping 
you informed of the latest developments in the 
hostage crisis. □ a worrying development. -4. [of 

an illness, habit, fault] the process of getting 
something gradually. 

development area « GB an area with a high 
level of unemployment that the government 
tries to encourage companies to invest in. 

deviant ['diivisnt] o adj [behavior, tendency] 

that is different from what is accepted or 
usual in society □ sexually deviant. On a per¬ 
son who is deviant in their behavior, espe¬ 
cially in a criminal or sexual way. 

deviate f'diivieit] vi to move away from what 
is usual, decided, agreed etc □ This deviates 
from the original agreement. 

deviation [.diivi'eijh] n -1. [in a person] behav¬ 
ior or ideas that are different from what is 
usual or accepted in society □ sexual devia¬ 
tion. -2. [from a plan] a change from some¬ 
thing that is usual, agreed etc □ There must 
be no deviation from the party line. 

device [di'vais] n -1. a small piece of equip¬ 
ment that has a particular purpose □ a 
safety/listening device. -2. a plan that is de¬ 
signed for a particular purpose, especially a 
dishonest one □ It was just a device to get my 
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attention. ■ to leave sb to their own devices to 
allow sb to think about or do something 
alone and without interference □ Left to my 
own devices, I think I'd have done the same. 

devil ['devl] n -1. religion an evil spirit □ devil- 
worship. -2. a word that is used to address or 
refer to somebody, especially when com¬ 
menting on something that has happened to 
them or that they have done (informal use) a 
You silly/lucky/poor devil! -3. who/where/why 
the devil... a phrase used to give emphasis to 
a question (informal use) □ What the devil are 
you doing here? 

♦ Devil n the Devil in Christianity, the most 
powerful evil spirit, which is believed to be 
directly opposed to God. 

devilish ['devlif] adj [scheme, plan] that aims to 
do something bad in a clever way. 

devil-may-care adj [approach, attitude] that 
seems relaxed and careless, 

devil's advocate « a person who presents 
the opposing point of view in an argument 
without necessarily supporting it them¬ 
selves. 

devious ['diiviss] adj -1. [person] who tries to 
get what they want dishonestly, usually by 
using a secret and complicated plan □ a devi¬ 
ous plan/method. -2. [route] that is not direct 
and so is longer than necessary, 

devise [di'vaiz] vt [plan, system, method] to cre¬ 
ate <sthg> by thinking carefully about it □ 
We've devised a way of keeping costs down. 

devoid [di'void] adj to be devoid of sthg [of hu¬ 
mor, sense, meaning] to be completely with¬ 
out sthg (formal use) □ The conference wasn't 
entirely devoid of interest. 

devolution [US ,dev3'lu:Jn, GB ,di:va-] n the 
transfer of power from a central organiza¬ 
tion, especially a government, to an organi¬ 
zation at a lower level. 

devolve [di'vDlv] vi to devolve (up)on sb [re¬ 
sponsibility, duty, work] to be sb’s responsibil¬ 
ity (formal use) o It devolves on you to make 
good use of the available funds. 

Devon ['devn] a county in southwestern Eng¬ 
land. size: 6,712 sq kms. population: 
1,021,100. administrative center: Exeter, 

devote [di'vout] vt to devote time/energy etc to 
sthg to give a lot of time/energy etc to sthg 
□ They've devoted a lot of money to advertising 
the new product. ■ to devote oneself to sthg to 
give all of one’s time, energy etc to sthg □ 
She devoted herself to her work/studies. 

devoted [di'voutad] adj [person] who cares a 
lot about somebody or something and so 
gives them a lot of time, energy etc □ a de¬ 
voted mother/friend/follower □ He's devoted to 
his work/children. 

devotee [.deva'ti:] n a person who likes some¬ 
body or something a lot □ Devotees of Miles 
Davis will recognize this next track. 

devotion [di'voujn] n -1. [to an ideal, person] a 
feeling of love and loyalty toward some¬ 
body or something □ His devotion to the cause 
cannot be questioned. -2. [to God, a religion] 
strong religious belief. 

devour [di'vauar] vt -1. [person, animal) to eat 
<food> quickly and greedily □ He devoured 
one plateful, and then asked for more. -2. [reader] 
to read <a book, letter, magazine> etc 
quickly and with great interest. -3. [fire] to 
destroy <a place, building> etc quickly, 

devout [di'vaut] adj [person] who believes 
strongly in a particular religion □ a devout 
Catholic/Muslim. 

dew [diu:] n the drops of water that form on 
outdoor surfaces during the night, 

dexterity [dek'sterati] n skill, especially in 
using one’s hands □ a test of manual dexterity. 

dexterous ['dekstorasj adj [person] who shows 
skill with their hands. 

dextrose ['dekstrouz] n a form of sugar that is 
found in fruit and honey, 

dextrous ['dekstras] adj = dexterous. 

DFEE (abbr of Department for Education and 
Employment) « the DFEE the British govern¬ 
ment department responsible for education, 
employment policy, and unemployment 
benefits. 

Dl (abbr of donor insemination) n the process 
of artificial insemination using semen from a 
donor. 

diabetes [US .daia'biitas, GB -i:z] n a medical 
condition in which one has too much sugar 
in one’s blood. 

diabetic [.daia'bctik] o adj -1. [person] who 
suffers from diabetes. -2. [jam, chocolate] that 
is suitable for a diabetic, o « a person who 
suffers from diabetes. 

diabolic(al) fdaia'bDlikfl)] adj -1. [plan, treat¬ 
ment, nature] evil and cruel. -2. [traffic, service] 
very bad (informal use) □ The food was abso¬ 
lutely diabolical! 

diaeresis n GB = dieresis. 

diagnose [US 'daiagnous, GB -nouz] vt -1. MEDI¬ 
CINE to decide that a patient has <a particu¬ 
lar illness>, especially after examining the 
symptoms □ Her illness was diagnosed as tonsil¬ 
litis. -2. [problem, fault] to find or decide the 
nature of <sthg>. 

diagnosis [.daiag'nousis] (pi diagnoses [-i:z]) n: 
see diagnose □ The doctor gave a diagnosis of 
pneumonia. 

diagnostic [.daiag'rmstik] adj medicine [test, in¬ 
vestigation, equipment] that is used to find out 
what illness somebody has. 

diagonal [dai'aegnal] o adj [line, path] that is 
straight and goes between two points that 
are in opposite comers of a shape, area etc. 
On a diagonal line. 

diagonally [dai'asgnsli] adv [move, go] see diago¬ 
nal □ The houses are diagonally opposite each 
other. 

diagram ['daiagraem] n a drawing that shows 
how something works or that represents 
scientific, mathematical etc information, 

diagrammatic fidaiagra'maetik] adj [form, repre¬ 
sentation] that is in the form of a diagram, 

dial ['daial] (US pt & pp dialed, cont dialing, GB 
pt & pp dialled, cont dialling) o n -1. [on a 
clock] the front part of a watch, clock, meter 
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etc t|lat has a pointer and numbers on it 
ana is used for showing measurements of 
time, speed etc □ / couldn't see the dial clearly 
in the dark. -2. [on a radio] the round control 
on a device such as a radio that is turned by 
hand in order to change the station □ She 
fiddled with the dial. -3. [on a telephone] the cir¬ 
cular part on the front of some telephones 
that has holes for one's fingers, 

o vf to choose <a number or code> on a 
telephone by pressing buttons or turning the 
dial □ Dial 911 for the emergency services. □ I'm 
sorry, I must have dialed the wrong number. 

dialect [ daialekt] n the form of a language 
that is spoken in a particular region, 

dialling code ['daialiQ-] n GB the first part of a 
telephone number, representing a town or 
area □ The dialling code for central London is 
0171. 

dialling tone n gb = dial tone, 

dialog us, dialogue ['damlDg] n -1. [between 
people] discussions between people or 
groups of people who have different opin¬ 
ions, e.g. labor unions and management □ 
We need dialog in order to find a lasting settle¬ 
ment. -2. [in a play, book] a written conversa¬ 
tion, e.g. in a play, book, or movie □ There’s 
a lot of dialog and not much action. 

dial tone us, dialling tone gb n the sound 
that tells a telephone user that it is possible 
to make a call. 

dialysis [dai'asbsss] n the process used for re¬ 
moving waste and fluid from the body of a 
person suffering from kidney problems, 

diamante [US .diiamam'tei, GB ^am'mDntei] adj 
[jewelry] that is covered with small sparkling 
decorations that look like diamonds, 

diameter [dai'aematal « the length of a 
straight line that passes from one side of a 
circle to the other and through its center, 

diametrically [.daia'metrikli] adv diametrically 
opposed [ideas, points of view] that are exactly 
the opposite of each other, 

diamond ['daimand] n -1. a hard precious 
stone that is transparent and without color, 
and is used to make expensive jewelry □ a 
diamond ring/necklace. ■ a diamond in the 
rough US a person who has good qualities, 
but whose appearance or behavior makes 
them seem aggressive, rude etc. -2. the 
shape (0>) that is similar to a square but that 
rests on one of its corners. -3. sport the field 
that a baseball game is played on; the area 
of the field between the four bases. 

♦ diamonds npl one of the four suits in a 
pack of playing cards, with red diamond 
shapes printed on each card of the suit o the 
queen o f diamonds. 

diamond anniversary n us a married cou¬ 
ple’s sixtieth wedding anniversary, 

diamondback ['daimandbaek] n a diamondback 
(rattlesnake) a large poisonous snake that 
lives in the southern USA. 

diamond wedding n gb = diamond anniversa¬ 

ry- 

diaper ['daipar] n US a piece of material, e.g. 

cloth or paper, that is wrapped around the 
waist and between the legs of a baby to col¬ 
lect urine and feces □ Do you know how to 
change a diaper? 

diaphanous [dai'asfanas] adj [cloth, dress] that 
looks very thin and almost transparent, 

diaphragm [’daiafraem] n -1. anatomy the 
muscle that is between the chest and the 
stomach and is used when breathing deeply. 
-2. medicine a contraceptive used by women 
that is made of rubber and shaped like a 
dome, and that fits inside the vagina to pre¬ 
vent sperm from getting into the womb, 

diarrhea us, diarrhoea gb fidam'ria] « an ill¬ 
ness that makes one’s feces very liquid and 
makes it necessary to go to the toilet very 
often. 

diary ['damn] (pi diaries) n -1. a written per¬ 
sonal record of events, feelings etc that hap¬ 
pen to one in one’s day-to-day life □ He kept 
a diary all his life. -2. GB a book in which 
space is provided for each day of the year so 
that appointments and other things to re¬ 
member can be written in it. 

diatribe ['daiatraib] n a long attack on some¬ 
body or something that is written or spoken 
and expressed in strong terms (formal use) □ 
He launched into a diatribe against the EU. 

dice [dais] (pi dice) o « a small wooden or 
plastic cube with between one and six dots 
on each of its sides, used in games □ Throw 
the dice to see who starts, m no dice US (infor¬ 
mal use) a phrase used to say “no” when re¬ 
fusing a request; a phrase used to say that 
an attempt was unsuccessful □ "What did he 
say?" — "No dice. He's not going to give us the 
money." o vt [vegetable, meat, cheese] to cut 
<sthg> into small cubes, 

dicey [‘daisi] (compar dicier, super! diciest) adj 
[situation, plan, activity] that could be danger¬ 
ous or unsuccessful (informal use) □ I wouldn't 
trying skiing down there, it looks dicey to me. 

dichotomy [dai'kntami] (pi dichotomies) « a 
large difference between two things, e.g. 
ideas or groups of people (formal use). 

Dickens ['dikanz], Charles (1812-1870) a Brit¬ 
ish novelist whose writing drew attention to 
the conditions of the poor in Victorian Brit¬ 
ain. His works include Oliver Twist and Da¬ 
vid Copperfield. 

Dickinson ['dikansan] , Emily (1830-1886) a 
US poet, who wrote in an experimental 
style. She is sometimes called “The Belle of 
Amherst”. 

Dictaphone™ ['diktafoun] n a piece of equip¬ 
ment used for recording what somebody 
wants to say, e.g. in a letter or report, so 
that it can be written down or typed later, 

dictate [vb dik'teit, n 'dikteit] o vt -1. [letter, 

passage] to read or say <sthg> aloud so that 
somebody else can hear it and copy it into 
written or typed form □ She dictated a letter 
to her secretary. -2. [terms, conditions] to de¬ 
cide and state <what one wants> in a way 
that does not allow any opposition □ He dic¬ 
tated when/where the meetings would take place. 
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-3. [result, outcome, events] to affect or con¬ 
trol <sthg> o Circumstances will dictate wheth¬ 
er we get a second chance. 
o vi -1. to dictate a letter, passage etc □ He 
was in the middle of dictating to his secretary. 
-2. to tell somebody what to do in a way 
that makes it seem that they have to obey □ 
Stop trying to dictate to me. 
o n an order or idea that one feels one has 
to follow, especially one that is based on a 
particular ideology □ the dictates of modern 
society/Marxism. 

dictation [dik'teijn] « -1. [of a letter, passage] 

see dictate □ Can you take or do dictation? 
-2. [to students] an exercise used in teaching 
in which students must write down as accu¬ 
rately as possible a text that is read aloud to 
them □ a French dictation. 

dictator [dik'teitsfi « a leader of a country 
who has complete power and allows no op¬ 
position. 

dictatorship [US ‘dikteitsrjip, GB dik'teitsjip] n 
a form of government in which a dictator 
has power; a country that is ruled by this 
form of government □ The country has been 
living under a dictatorship for 50 years. □ It's not 
the first time they've done business with a dicta¬ 
torship. 

diction [‘dikjn] n the quality of somebody’s 
way of speaking □ She's got very good diction. 

dictionary [us 'dikjaneri, GB -Janri] (pi diction¬ 
aries) m a reference book that contains trans¬ 
lations, definitions, or explanations of words 
in a particular language or specialized sub¬ 
ject, in alphabetical order □ an English-Spanish 
dictionary □ Look it up in the dictionary. 

did [did] past tense of do. 

didactic [dai'daektik] adj [play, story] that is de¬ 
signed to educate people, especially on a 
moral subject. 

diddle ['didl] vf to take or keep money from 
<sb> unfairly (informal use) □ I've been did¬ 
dled! 

didn't [ didnt] = did not. 

die [dai] (pt & pp died [daid], cont dying, pi 
sense 2 only dice) o vi -1. [person, animal, 

plant] to stop living □ He died of cancer. ■ to 
be dying to be coming closer to death □ She 
continued to work as normal while her father lay 
dying in the hospital. ■ to be dying for sthg/to 
do sthg to want sthg/to do sthg very much 
(informal use) □ I'm dying for a drink/cigarette. □ 
They're all dying to meet you. -2. [love, hope, 

memory] to stop existing □ All hope finally died 
when I saw her with another man. 
on-1. a block of hard metal with a special 
shape or design on it that is used to make a 
design on another softer metal. -2. a dice 
(old-fashioned use). 

♦ die away vi [sound, wind] to disappear 
gradually □ The sound of the police sirens 
gradually died away. 

♦ die down vi [wind, fire, trouble] to become 
less intense □ When all the fuss has died down, 
people will forget all about it. 

♦ die out vi [language, tradition, species] to stop 

existing gradually — The local dialect is in dan¬ 
ger of dying out in some areas. 

diehard ['daiha:rd] n a person who continues 
to support or believe in something because 
of loyalty or unwillingness to accept change 
□ Republican diehards □ a diehard supporter. 

dieresis us, diaeresis GB [dai'erasas] (pi us di- 
ereses, GB diaereses [-ssiiz]) n the mark ( ) 
that is placed above a vowel to show that it 
is pronounced separately from a vowel im¬ 
mediately before it, as in “naive ’. 

diesel ['diizl] n -1. [fuel, oil] a type of fuel that 
is used especially in trains and trucks and 
sometimes in cars. -2. [vehicle] a vehicle that 

uses this fuel. 

diesel engine n a car or rail engine that uses 
diesel as fuel. 

diesel fuel, diesel oil n = diesel, 

diet ['daist] o n -1. the type and quantity of 
the food and drink that a person usually 
eats and drinks □ He eats or has a fairly bal¬ 
anced diet. -2. a plan that states what some¬ 
body should eat and drink during a period 
of time, e.g. in order to help them to lose 
weight or for medical reasons □ a fruit/seven- 
day diet. ■ to be/go on a diet to eat and 
drink/start eating and drinking in a con¬ 
trolled way in order to lose weight □ I'll have 
to go on a diet before my vacation. 
o comp [food, drink] that contains few calories 
and is produced for people who are trying 
to lose weight □ diet cola. 
o vi to follow a diet □ Susan is always dieting. 

dietary [US 'daiateri, GB -atari] adj [requirements, 

intake] that is connected with what some¬ 
body eats and drinks □ Do any of your guests 
have special dietary needs? 

dietary fiber n fiber in fruit and vegetables 
that passes through the body without being 
digested. It can help one’s digestion and 
prevent certain diseases, 

dieter [’daiatar] n a person who is on a diet, 

dietician [.daia'tijn] n a person whose job is 
to advise people on what to eat and drink in 
order to be healthy. 

differ ['difar] vi -1. [people, ideas, approaches] to 
be different □ They differ in appearance, but not 
in character. □ In what way does this text differ 
from the first? -2. [person] to disagree □ / must 
differ with you about ok on that point, m to agree 
to differ to accept that there is disagreement 
on a subject and to stop arguing □ Well, we'll 
just have to agree to differ on that point. 

difference ['difrsns] n -1. [between people, 

things] a way in which one person or thing 
is not the same as another □ The big differ¬ 
ence is that I know what I'm doing. -2. [in a per¬ 

son, thing] a way in which a person or thing 
is not the same as they were at another 
time □ I've noticed a difference in your writing. 
-3. [amount] the amount or degree to which 
people, things, or numbers are not the same 
□ There's not much difference between the two 
parties. ■ to make a difference to affect or 
change a situation in some way □ The extra 
hour made quite a difference. □ It makes no dif- 
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ference to me what time you come. ■ to make 
all the difference to have an effect that 
changes something completely in a good 
way □ Having a new car makes all the differ¬ 
ence. -4. [in ideas] a cause of disagreement 
between people □ We have our differences. □ a 
difference of opinion. 

different ['difrant] adj -1. [person, thing] that is 
not the same as something or somebody 
else □ You look different with that haircut. □ It's 
very different than US or from any other city I've 
visited. -2. different kinds/times etc more than 
one separate kind/time etc □ We wrote to him 
on five different occasions. □ There are a variety 
of different ways you can cook pork. 

differential [.difa'ren/l] o adj [rate, charge] that 
is different for different people, things etc, 
depending on factors such as age, experi¬ 
ence etc. On-1. a difference in the amount 
of something, especially in the rate of pay 
for different workers or for different types 
of work □ the price differential □ pay differen¬ 
tials. -2. math the difference between two 
values on a scale. 

differentiate [.difa'renjieit] o vt to make <two 
things> different from each other □ What dif¬ 
ferentiates this car from its competitors? o vi to 
find the difference between two things □ I'm 
unable to differentiate between the two. 

differently ['difrsntli] adv [feel, think, act] see 
different □ / look at it differently from you. 

difficult f'difiklt] adj -1. [task, question, lan¬ 
guage] that is not easy and requires effort or 
skill □ We find ourselves in a difficult situation. 
-2. [marriage, period] that is affected by prob¬ 
lems and so causes unhappiness or stress □ 
He's had a difficult life. -3. [person] who is un¬ 
friendly or unhelpful, and so is not easy to 
deal with □ My father can be very difficult. 

difficulty [’difiklti] (j?l difficulties) « -1. a prob¬ 
lem that affects a process or situation □ I/Ve 
are experiencing financial difficulties at the mo¬ 
ment. □ We got him upstairs but not without 
some difficulty. -2. to have difficulty (in) doing 
sthg to find it difficult to do sthg □ You 
should have no difficulty finding the place. 

diffidence f'difidons] n: see diffident, 

diffident ['difidsnt] adj [person, manner, voice] 
that shows a lack of confidence, especially 
in relation to personal opinions, abilities, 
and achievements □ He was a quiet, diffident 
man. 

diffuse [adj di'fjuis, vb di'fjuiz] o adj -1. [light, 
population] that is spread out over a large 
space and is not concentrated in one small 
area. -2. [thought, speech] vague and unclear, 
o vt [light, information] to spread <sthg> out 
in different directions, o vi: These ideas 
gradually diffused to other parts of Europe. 

diffusion [di'fju^n] n: see diffuse, 

dig [dig] (ft & yp dug, cont digging) o vt 
-1. [grave, well, tunnel] to make <a hole> by 
removing the earth □ They dug a trench. 
-2. [garden, flowerbed] to break up earth in <a 
place> in order to remove weeds, plant 
seeds etc. -3. to dig sthg into sb/sthg to 
press sthg against or into sb/sthg □ She dug 

digitize 

her nails into his hand. □ He dug me in the ribs 
with his elbow. 

o vi -1. to break up or remove earth, rock, 
sand etc □ They used to dig for gold in those 
hills. □ Archeologists are digging near the castle. 
-2. to dig into sthg to press into sthg □ These 
shoes are digging into my heels, 

o n -1. [at a person] an unkind remark. -2. 

archeology a place where archeologists are 
digging. 

♦ dig out vt sep -1. to dig sb/sthg out [victim, 

car] to rescue sb/sthg that is covered with 
earth, snow etc □ It took rescuers three hours 
to dig the family out from under the rubble. -2. to 
dig sthg out [letter, photograph, file] to find 
sthg that has been left somewhere for a 
long time (informal use). 

♦ dig up vt sep -1. to dig sthg up [tree, potato, 

bone] to remove sthg from the earth. -2. to 
dig sthg up [fact, information] to discover sthg 
that has been hidden or forgotten for a long 
time (informal use) □ They've dug up all kinds of 
old stories about her when she was young. 

digest [n 'daid3est, vb dai^est] o vt [meal, 

fat, starch] to break down <food> inside the 
body so that it can be used by the body □ / 
don t digest onions very well. -2. [news, informa¬ 

tion] to think about and understand <sthg> □ 
It took me a few minutes to digest what he said, 
o n a magazine or book that contains pieces 
of writing that have been made shorter so 
they are easier to read. 

digestible [dai'd3est3bl] adj [food] that can be 
easily digested. 

digestion [dai'd3estfn] n -1. [of food] the pro¬ 
cess of digesting food □ 4 liqueur can aid di¬ 
gestion. -2. [in the body] the digestive system, 

digestive [dai'd3estiv] adj [disorder, juice] see di¬ 
gestion. 

digestive biscuit « GB a round wholemeal 
cookie. 

digestive system n the part of the body that 
digests food, including the stomach and in¬ 
testine in humans. 

digger ['digar] n a machine that is used for 
digging □ a mechanical digger. 

digit ['did33tj « -1. math a number between 0 
and 9, written as a figure. -2. anatomy a fin¬ 
ger or toe (formal use). 

digital [‘did33tl] adj -1. that is in the form of 
numbers. -2. [clock, device, screen] that shows 
information by displaying numbers on a 
screen □ a digital display. -3. digital radio/TV a 
method of transmitting radio/TV programs 
that provides a high quality reception and 
makes it possible to have a large number of 
stations, and to receive special services. 
NOTE: Compare analog, 

digital recording n a high-quality recording 
made by changing sounds into thousands of 
tiny signals. 

digital watch « a watch that has a digital 
screen. 

digitize, -ise ['did33taiz] vt to convert <infor- 
mation> into numbers so that it can be pro¬ 
cessed by a computer. 
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dignified ['dignafaid] adj [person, response, be¬ 
havior] that shows dignity □ It wasn't exactly 
dignified running after him like that. 

dignitary [US 'dignsteri, GB -sri] {pi dignitaries) 
« a person who has an important position in 
a government or Church □ a visiting/foreign 

dignitary. 
dignity ['dignsti] n -1. [of a person] a calm and 

serious appearance or manner that makes 
people have respect for one □ He should be al¬ 
lowed to die with dignity. -2. one's dignity the 
sense one has of being important □ She felt 
that typing letters was beneath her dignity. 

digress [dai'gres] vi [writer, lecturer, passage] to 
talk or write about something that is not 
relevant to one’s main subject □ Try not to di¬ 
gress from the main point. 

digression [dai'grefn] n a part of a conversa¬ 
tion, report etc that digresses □ After numer¬ 
ous digressions, she finally got around to telling 
us what had actually happened. 

dike [dark] n -1. a thick wall or bank, especial¬ 
ly one built to control flooding. -2.T a les¬ 
bian (informal and offensive use), 

diktat [US 'diktait, GB -tact] n a harsh order giv¬ 
en by a government or ruler, 

dilapidated [di'laepodeitsd] adj [house, furniture, 

car] that is old and in bad condition, 

dilate [dai'leit] o vt [pupils, blood vessel, cervix] 

to make <a part of the body> bigger or 
more open, usually for a short time, o vi: 
These eye drops will make your pupils dilate. 

dilated [dai'leitod] adj [blood vessel, cervix] that 
has become bigger and wider, 

dilemma [di'lema] n a situation in which one 
cannot decide whether to do one thing or 
another thing □ It's put me in a terrible dilem¬ 
ma; I now can't decide whether to go or not. □ a 
moral dilemma. 

dilettante [US ,dib'ta:nt, GB -'tsenti] {pi dilet¬ 
tantes [US -'taints, GB -'tsentiz] or dilettanti [US 

-'tatnti, GB -'tsenti]) n a person who one 
thinks is not very interested in an activity or 
not very good at it (disapproving use), 

diligent ['diladgant] adj [student, official] who is 
careful and works hard □ / appreciate your dili¬ 
gent efforts on my behalf. 

dill [dil] n a herb with green leaves, used to 
add flavor to food such as soup or pickle, 

dillydally ['dilidaeli] (pt & pp dillydallied) vi to 
waste time (informal use), 

dilute [dai'luit] o vf [acid, drink] to make <a liq- 
uid> less strong by adding another liquid to 
it, usually water □ wine diluted with water □ 
'Dilute to taste.' o adj [acid, drink] that has 
been diluted. 

dilution [dai'luijn] n: see dilute, 

dim [dim] {compar dimmer, superl dimmest, pt 
& pp dimmed, cont dimming) o adj -1. [light, 
room] that is not very bright □ The room was 
lit by one dim light bulb. -2. [shape, outline] that 
cannot be seen clearly; [feeling, memory] that 
is not clear in one’s mind □ a dim figure on 
the horizon □ / had only a dim recollection of hav¬ 
ing been there before. -3. [eyes] that do not 
see clearly because one is old or is crying □ 

His sight is growing dim. -4. to take a dim view 
of sthg to disapprove of sthg □ Your boss 
would take a dim view of you being late if he 
knew. -5. [person, idea] that is not intelligent 

(informal use). 

o vt -1. [light, room] to make <sthg> less 
bright. -2. to dim one's headlights or lights US 
to switch one’s car headlights so that they 
point downward and not in the eyes of oth¬ 

er drivers. 
o vi -1. [light, room] The lights dimmed all 
around the hall. -2. [hope, memory] to become 

weaker. 

DiMaggio [ds'maedsiou], Joe (1914- ) a US 
baseball player who was married to Marilyn 

Monroe. 

dime [daim] n US -1. a small coin worth 10 
cents. -2. they're a dime a dozen they’re not 
valuable or special, because there are a lot 
of them. 

dimension [dai'menjn] n -1. [of an object, room] 

a measurement of the height, length, width, 
or depth of something □ He wrote down the 
dimensions of the bookcase. -2. [of a problem, 

subject] a particular aspect of something that 
can be thought about □ The book opens up a 
whole new dimension of thought. 

diminish [di'mimjl o vt [importance, popularity, 

feeling] to make <sthg> smaller or weaker □ 
Nothing can never diminish the horror of what 
those people suffered, o vi [importance, popular¬ 

ity, feeling] Their share of the market has dimin¬ 
ished. 

diminished [di'mmijt] adj [profit, role] that has 
become smaller. 

diminished responsibility « law the fact that 
a person was mentally ill when they com¬ 
mitted a crime, so that they deserve a less 
severe punishment □ He was found not guilty 
on the grounds of diminished responsibility. 

diminishing returns [dqminij'ii)-] npl the idea 
that it is not worth continuing something 
because a lot of work is always needed to 
do it, and the results will keep getting 
smaller. 

diminutive [di'minjstiv] o adj [person, animal, 

object] very small (literary use), o n a word 
formed by adding an ending to a word to 
show that it is small, e.g. piglet, duckling, 

dimly ['dimli] adv [see, remember] see dim □ / 
dimly remembered her mentioning something 
when we were at the party. ■ dimly-lit [room, 

bar] that has little light. 

dimmer ['dimafl n -1. a device that makes it 
possible to change the brightness of an elec¬ 
tric light. -2. a switch that makes the head¬ 
lights on a car point downward, 

dimmer switch n = dimmer, 

dimple ['dimpl] « a small hollow in one’s 
cheek or chin that is usually considered at¬ 
tractive. 

dimwit ['dimwit] n a person who is not very 
intelligent (informal use). 

dim-witted [-'witad] adj [person] who is not 
very intelligent (informal use). 
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din [din] n a loud unpleasant noise that lasts a 
long time (informal use) □ What a din! 

dine [darn] vi to eat dinner (formal use). 

♦ dine out vi to eat dinner in a restaurant or 
at somebody else's house □ Do you want to 
eat in or dine out tonight? 

diner ['daina'] w -1. a person who is eating a 
meal, especially in a restaurant. -2. US a 
small restaurant where meals are cooked 
and served quickly. 

W DINER 

Diners are found mainly on highways in the 
USA, but most towns also have a diner. 
They are open for breakfast, lunch, and din¬ 
ner, and specialize in cheap hot food such 
as hamburgers and ham and eggs. The first 
diners were converted railroad cars, and 
many modem diners are still designed in the 
same way. 

dingdong ['digdog] n a word used to repre¬ 
sent the noise made by a bell ringing, 

dinghy 1'diggi] (pi dinghies) tt a small boat for 
rowing or sailing or a motorboat. 

dingo ['dirjgou] (pi dingoes) n an Australian 
wild dog. 

dingy ['dind3i] (compar dingier, superl dingiest) 
adj [room, area] that looks dirty and dark □ 
They live in a dark and dingy little apartment. 

dining car f'daimg-] n a car on a train where 
meals are served. 

dining room « a room in a house or hotel 
where meals are eaten. 

dining table tt a large table on which meals 
are eaten. 

dinkum [’digkam] adj AUS genuine or honest 
(informal use). 

dinner ['dinar] tt -1. [at home] the main meal of 
the day, eaten in the evening or the middle 
of the day; [in a restaurant, hotel] the meal 
served in the evening □ Come on, I'll take you 
out for dinner! □ What's for dinner? -2. [at a club, 

organization] a formal evening meal □ Are you 
going to the annual dinner? 

dinner dance n a formal evening meal for a 
large number of people, usually at a restau¬ 
rant or hotel, followed by dancing, 

dinner jacket n a man’s black jacket worn for 
formal evening occasions, 

dinner lady n GB a woman whose job is to 
prepare and serve meals in a school, 

dinner party n an evening party at 
somebody’s house for a small number of 
guests at which dinner is served □ I'm having 
a dinner party next week. 

dinner service n a set of matching plates, 
bowls, cups etc. 

dinner table tt at the dinner table while din¬ 
ner is being eaten □ You shouldn't read at the 
dinner table. 

dinnertime ['dinataim] tt the time at which 
dinner is eaten □ Come on, Joe, it's dinnertime! 

dinosaur ['dainaso:r] « any of several types of 
often very large reptiles that lived on the 

Earth millions of years ago and no longer 
exist □ dinosaur bones. 

dint [dint] tt by dint of sthg by means of sthg 
(formal use) □ She succeeded by dint of sheer 
courage and determination. 

diocese ['daiasas] tt the area under the control 
of a bishop. 

diode [’daioud] tt a device used in electrical 
circuits to change alternating current to di¬ 
rect current. 

Dionysus [,daia'naisas] the Greek god of wine 
and fertility. 

dip [dip] (pt 8t pp dipped, cont dipping) o vt 
-1. to dip sthg in(to) sthg [in water, a drinkj to 
put sthg into sthg for a short time □ Dip the 
strawberries in melted chocolate. -2. to dip 
one's headlights or lights GB to switch one’s 
car headlights so that they shine downward 
and not in the eyes of other drivers. 

° w -1- [plane, bird] to move downward sud¬ 
denly. -2. [road, ground, sales] to drop in level 
suddenly. 

o tt -1. [in the ground] a slight drop in the 
level of the ground □ There's a dip in the road 
just ahead. -2. [for food] a thick sauce eaten 
with small pieces of food that are dipped 
into it □ a cheese/avocado dip. -3. to go for a 
dip to go for a short swim. 

Dip GB abbr of diploma. 

diphtheria [dif'Biaria] tt a serious disease that 
makes the throat swell and makes breathing 
difficult. 

diphthong ['dif0Dg] n a sound in speech made 
by pronouncing two vowels one after the 
other as if they were one vowel, e.g. “ou” 
in “shout”. 

diploma [di'plouma] (pi diplomas) n -1. a docu¬ 
ment showing that a student has completed 
their studies at high school or college. -2. GB 
a document given to somebody who has 
successfully completed a course of study or 
passed an exam. 

diplomacy [di'ploomasi] tt -1. [between coun¬ 

tries] the process of keeping peaceful rela¬ 
tions between countries. -2. [with people] the 
ability to deal skillfully and politely with 
people in difficult situations o He acted with 
great tact and diplomacy. 

diplomat ['diplamaet] « -1. [of a country] an offi¬ 
cial representative of a government in a for¬ 
eign country □ a career diplomat. -2. a tactful 
person □ You're such a diplomat. 

diplomatic [.dipb'maetik] adj [service, behavior, 

person] see diplomacy o Diplomatic efforts are 
being stepped up on their behalf, o You could 
have been more diplomatic about telling her she 
was wrong. 

diplomatic bag tt a bag, used to send docu¬ 
ments to and from an embassy or consulate, 
that customs officials are not allowed to 
open. 

diplomatic corps n all the diplomats living 
and working in a country. 

diplomatic immunity n the right of diplo¬ 
mats not to pay taxes or be charged with a 
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criminal offense in the country where they 
are working. 

diplomatic relations npl the relationship be¬ 
tween two governments that exists when 
they have diplomats in each other’s country 
□ They have established/broken off diplomatic re¬ 

lations with Iraq. 

dipsomaniac [.dipss'meiniaEk] n a person who 
cannot control their desire for alcohol. 

dipstick ['dipstik] n auto a stick with a scale 
marked on it to show how much liquid is in 
a container, especially how much oil is in a 
car engine. 

dipswitch 1'dipswitf] m GB the device used to 
make car headlights shine downward. 

dire ['daiar] adj [need, consequences, warning] 

very serious □ a dire shortage of medical sup¬ 
plies □ These socks are in dire need of mending. 

direct [da'rekt] o adj -1. [route, line] that goes 
straight to a particular place without stop¬ 
ping or changing direction □ a direct flight to 
Cairo. -2. [access, contact, control] that does 
not involve anybody or anything else in be¬ 
tween □ As manager, she has direct control over 
finances and forward planning. □ I've had direct 
experience of such problems myself. □ Public 
opinion has a direct influence over policy. 
-3. [result, response] that follows immediately 
and only from a particular thing □ The prod¬ 
uct was withdrawn as a direct consequence of 
the protests. -4. [answer, manner, person] that 
is clear and easy to understand, but can of¬ 
fend people by not being polite enough □ 
She asked some very direct questions. -5. 
[attack, challenge, threat] that goes straight to 
the person or place it is aimed at □ The move 
is seen as a direct attack on the premier's leader¬ 
ship. -6. direct sunlight/heat strong sunlight/ 
heat that can damage people or things □ 
'Do not store in direct sunlight.’ -7. the direct 
opposite something that is completely the 
opposite of something else □ That's the direct 
opposite of the truth I -8. a direct descendant of 
sb a person who is descended from sb 
through their parents, grandparents etc □ 
Hulse is a direct descendant of the 16th-century 
Admiral Hulse. 
o vt -1. [question, message, attention] to aim 
<sthg> at a particular person, thing, or place 
□ The campaign is directed at teenagers. □ Our 
efforts should be directed toward helping these 
people more. -2. [tourist, foreigner] to tell <sb> 
how to get to a particular place o Can you di¬ 
rect me to the station, please? -3. [project, com¬ 

pany, campaign] to be in charge of <sthg> □ 
Mr Bonnell, 38, is directing research on behalf of 
L.R.C. -4. cinema, tv & theater to be the di¬ 
rector of <a play, movie, or TV programs □ 
He's directing "Aida" at the Sydney Opera House. 
-5. to direct sb to do sthg to tell sb to do 
sthg, especially officially, 
o adv [come, go] without stopping or going 
anywhere else on the way □ We flew direct to 
Houston. □ / came direct from the hospital. 
-2. business [buy, sell] without involving an¬ 
other company, so that there are fewer 
costs □ We buy all our equipment direct from the 

factory. -3. [call, dial] without having to go 
through a switchboard or operator first □ 
You can ring me direct on extension 0448. 

direct action n action, e.g. strikes, organized 
by unions or groups of workers in order to 
get what they want from their employers or 

the government. 

direct current n an electric current that is 
continuous and flows from a battery in one 

direction only. 

direct debit n GB an arrangement that some¬ 
body can have with their bank to pay mon¬ 
ey from their account to an organization or 
person at regular times □ / pay all my bills by 

direct debit. 

direct dialing [-'daialirfi n the system that al¬ 
lows one to make long-distance telephone 
calls without the help of the operator, 

direct hit n the act of hitting all of something 
with a bomb or other missile, 

direction [do'rekjn] n -1. the way that some¬ 
body or something goes when they move 
toward a particular place or state □ She went 
in the direction of the river. □ European military 
policy is taking a new direction. □ His life lacks di¬ 
rection. -2. under the direction of sb/sthg un¬ 
der the control of sb/sthg □ The project was 
completed under the direction of the company 
head, Malcolm McManus. -3. [of a play, movie, 

TV program] see direct. 
♦ directions npl -1. [to a place] instructions 

telling somebody how to get to a place □ 
Can you give me directions from here to Fifth Av¬ 
enue? -2. [for a product] instructions on the 
box, jar etc of a product that tell one how 
to use it □ Read the directions before use. 

directive [ds'rektiv] n an official order □ an EU 
directive. 

directly [da'rektli] adv -1. [look, travel, go] in a 
straight line, and without stopping or 
changing direction □ She looked directly at me. 
□ He's directly descended from Leo Tolstoy. -2. 
[answer, say] in a way that is easy to under¬ 
stand and does not hide anything □ / can't 
answer that question directly. -3. directly 
behind/above etc exacdy behind/above etc □ 
My apartment is directly underneath hers. □ The 
bank is directly opposite the mosque. -4. directly 
before/after immediately before/after □ He 
left directly before you arrived. -5. [arrive, start] 

very soon □ I'll be with you directly. 

direct mail n a way of selling products or serv¬ 
ices by sending letters that contain adver¬ 
tisements to people. 

director [ds'rektal n -1. [of a company, project] a 
person chosen by the people who own a 
company, whose job is to help run it □ the 
board of directors. -2. cinema, tv 8t theater the 
person who tells the actors, cameramen etc 
what to do when rehearsing a play or mak¬ 
ing a movie. 

directorate [da'rektarat] n a group of directors 
who control a company or organization, 

director-general {pi directors-general or 

director- generals) « the head of a large organi¬ 
zation □ the Director-General of the BBC. 
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Director of Public Prosecutions « gb the Di- 

rector of Public Prosecutions the government 
official who prosecutes in all cases brought 
by the police and advises government de¬ 
partments whether prosecutions should be 
started. 

directorship [da'rektaffip] „ the position of di¬ 
rector of a company; the period of time 
spent by somebody in this position, 

directory [ds'rektari] (yl directories) « -l. a 
book containing a list of the names, ad¬ 
dresses, and telephone numbers of people, 
companies, organizations etc □ a telephone di¬ 
rectory □ a business directory. -2. computing a 
list of files that have been put in the same 
area of a disk to make them easier to find, 

directory assistance us, directory enquiries 
GB n the service one calls to find out some¬ 
body’s telephone number, 

direct rule n a system in which a government 
in one place rules an area somewhere else 
that used to rule itself. 

direct selling n a way of selling in which 
manufacturers sell products to customers 
without selling them to stores first, 

direct speech n the way of telling people 
what somebody else has said or written by 
writing their exact words, 

direct taxation n the system by which taxes 
are paid by people, companies etc and not 
on goods and services that are sold, 

dire straits npl to be in dire straits to be in a 
difficult or dangerous situation □ Peel's has 
been in dire financial straits for some time now. 

dirge [d3:rd3] n a slow sad song, usually sung 
when somebody has died, 

dirt [d3:rt] tt -1. [on clothes, a person] any sub¬ 
stance such as mud, dust, or soil that one 
removes from a surface, fabric, or part of 
the body in order to keep it clean □ She 
came in covered in dirt. -2. [on the ground] loose 
earth, e.g. in a garden or field, 

dirt cheap (informal use) o adj very cheap. 
o adv: I bought it dirt cheap. 

dirt track n a track used for some types of 
motorcycle race. 

dirty f'd3:rti] (compar dirtier, superl dirtiest, pt 
& pp dirtied) o adj -1. [hands, floor] not clean 
□ Try not to get your clothes dirty. -2. [business, 

deal] dishonest; [trick] cruel. -3. [book, lan¬ 

guage] that is connected with sex in an of¬ 
fensive way □ He told a dirty joke, o vt [floor, 

hands] to make <sthg> dirty, 

disability [.disa'bdati] {pi disabilities) n the 
state of being unable to use one’s body 
completely or move around normally; a 
physical illness or condition that causes this, 
e.g. deafness □ a disability allowance. 

disable [dis'eibl] vt [illness, accident] to cause 
<sb> to have a physical disability □ Kevin 
was left disabled after a motorcycle accident. 

disabled [dis'eibld] o adj [person] who has a 
disability □ She’s severely disabled, o npl the 
disabled people who are disabled □ parking/ 
access for the disabled. 

disablement [dis'eiblmant] n: see disable. 

disabuse [.disa'bjuiz] vt to disabuse sb of sthg 
[of an idea, belief] to tell sb that sthg that they 
believe is wrong (formal use) □ / soon dis¬ 
abused him of THAT idea! 

disadvantage [us ,dis3d'v2entid3, gb -'va:nt-] « 
something that causes somebody or some¬ 
thing to have a problem that other people 
or things do not have □ The major disadvan¬ 
tage of this model is its size, m to be at a disad¬ 
vantage to have a particular disadvantage □ 
Women are at a disadvantage when it comes to 
lifting heavy weights, m to be to one's disad¬ 
vantage to cause one to be at a disadvantage 
□ His lack of experience was to his disadvantage. 

disadvantaged [us .disad'vrentidsd, gb -'vaint-] 
adj [person] who lives in bad conditions be¬ 
cause they are poor. 

disaffected [.disa'fektad] adj [member, soldier] 

who no longer supports an organization, a 
political party etc. 

disaffection hdisa'fekjn] n [of a member, soldier] 
the state of being disaffected. 

disagree [.disa'gri:] vi -1. [person] to have dif¬ 
ferent opinions or argue about something □ 
We disagree on most issues. □ My parents and I 
disagree about or over politics. □ / disagree with 
him/the proposals. -2. [statements, accounts, re¬ 

sults] to be different from each other □ Our 
totals disagree. -3. to disagree with sb [food, 

drink] to make sb feel ill □ Something I ate dis¬ 
agreed with me. 

disagreeable bdisa'grimbl] adj [smell, job, per¬ 
son] unpleasant. 

disagreement [.disa'grkmant] n an argument 
or situation in which people disagree about 
something □ We’re in disagreement over the 
new sales policy. □ They had a disagreement over 
money. 

disallow bdisa'lao] vt -1. [appeal, claim] to re¬ 
fuse to allow <sthg> (formal use). -2. SPORT to 
refuse to allow <a goal>. 

disappear [,disa'pi3r] vi -1. [person, object, car] 

to no longer be able to be seen or found □ 
The plane gradually disappeared from sight. □ The 
sun disappeared behind a cloud. □ Mrs Schneider 
disappeared while on vacation. □ My pencil keeps 
disappearing from my desk. □ Where did you dis¬ 
appear to? -2. [custom, threat, species] to stop 
existing □ Dinosaurs disappeared from the Earth 
millions of years ago. 

disappearance [.disa'porans] tv. see disappear □ 
Officials are investigating the disappearance of 
large sums of money from the account. 

disappoint [.disa'point] vt to make <sb> disap¬ 
pointed □ / didn't want to disappoint them by 
not going to the party. □ / was disappointed by 
the result. 

disappointed bdisa'pointad] adj [person] who is 
unhappy because somebody has not done 
what they want or something has not hap¬ 
pened the way they want □ She was disap¬ 
pointed in or with her exam results. □ We were 
disappointed at or about the news. 

disappointing hdisa'pointig] adj [result, perfor¬ 

mance, behavior] that makes one disappointed 
□ The response has been disappointing. 
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disappointment [.disa'pointmant] « -1. the 
feeling that one has when one is disappoint¬ 
ed □ / tried to hide my disappointment. -2. to be 

a disappointment to be disappointing □ The 
vacation was a real disappointment. □ / hope I 
wasn't a disappointment to you. 

disapproval [,disa'pru:vl] « the feeling one has 
when one disapproves of somebody or 
something □ He frowned in disapproval. 

disapprove fdisa'pruiv] v< to disapprove of sb/ 

sthg to dislike sb/sthg because one thinks 
they are not acceptable or suitable □ My 
mother's always disapproved of the way I dress. 

disapproving fdiss'pnnvirj] adj [look, person] 
that shows disapproval, 

disarm [dis'adm] o vf -1. [criminal, attacker] to 
take a weapon from <sb>. -2. [critic, audi¬ 
ence] to stop <sb> from being angry with 
one or not liking one, usually by being 
pleasant, o vi [country] to reduce the size 
and power of its armed forces, 

disarmament [dis'aitnanwnt] n [of a country] 
see disarm □ nuclear disarmament. 

disarming [dis'a:rmiij] adj [smile, person, hones¬ 
ty] that makes somebody like or trust one 
immediately. 

disarray [.disa'rei] n to be in disarray [clothes, 
hair] to be untidy; [organization, government] to 
be in a state of confusion and not know 
what to do (formal use) □ When I returned, the 
room was in complete disarray. □ The election 
has left the Republicans in disarray. 

disassociate [.disa'soufieit] vf to disassociate 
oneself from sb/sthg [from an organization, poli¬ 
cy] to show that one is not connected with 
sb/sthg □ Campbell had moved to disassociate 
himself from the more extreme wing of his party. 

disaster [US di'zaestr, GB -'zaista] n -1. a harm¬ 
ful or destructive event □ an air disaster □ The 
area is prone to natural disasters. -2. something 
which has very serious consequences for 
somebody □ The recession meant financial dis¬ 
aster for a number of small enterprises. -3. a 
failure (informal use) □ You're/lt's a complete 
disaster! 

disaster area n an area where a disaster such 
as an earthquake has just occurred, 

disastrous [us di'zaestres, GB -'za:st-] adj [event, 
results, effect] extremely bad □ The fax was 
never sent, with disastrous consequences. 

disastrously [US di'zaestrasli, GB -'za:st-] adv 
[fail, perform] see disastrous □ It happened at a 
disastrously bad time. □ Everything went disas¬ 
trously wrong. 

disband [dis'baend] o vt [group, army] to stop 
<an organization> from existing, o vi: The 
group disbanded. 

disbelief [,disbi'li:f] n in or with disbelief in a 
way that shows that one does not believe 
something is true □ Monica looked at him in 
sheer disbelief. 

disbelieve [,disbi'li:v] vf [person, story] to refuse 
to believe <sb/sthg>. 

disc « GB -1. = disk. -2. music a record for 
playing on a record player. 

discard [dis'ka:rd] vf [object, clothes] to get rid 
of <sthg that is useless>. 

discarded [dis'kaddad] adj [object, piece of cloth¬ 
ing] that has been left somewhere by some¬ 
body who has discarded it. 

disc brake n a type of brake that works by 
two disks pressing against each other in the 
center of a car wheel. 

discern [di's3:rn] vf -1. [figure, shape] to see 
<sthg> by looking carefully □ / could just dis¬ 
cern a vague shape in the darkness. -2. [dif¬ 
ference, improvement, reason] to notice or 
understand <sthg> □ / had discerned a small 
change in his attitude during recent weeks. 

discernible [di's3:rn3bl] adj [shape, improvement, 
difference] that can be discerned □ The scar 
was barely discernible under his hair. 

discerning [di's3:rnig] adj [person] who has 
good taste or judgment, 

discharge [n 'distfa:rd3, vf dis‘tfa:rd3] o n 
-1. [from an organization] the release of some¬ 
body from an institution or organization, 
e.g. a hospital, prison, or the armed services. 
-2. [of one's duty] the act of doing one’s duty, 
responsibility etc completely and properly 
(formal use). -3. [of sewage] the release into 
the surrounding area of sewage, pollution, 
chemicals etc. -4. medicine any liquid that is 
released from a wound or an opening in 
one’s body when one has an infection □ a 
nasal/vaginal discharge. -5. [of a debt] payment 
(formal use). 
o vf -1. [patient, prisoner] to allow <sb> to 
leave a hospital, prison etc; [soldier, sailor] to 
allow <sb> to leave the army, navy etc □ He 
was discharged from hospital yesterday. -2. [duty, 
responsibility] to do <sthg that one has to 
do> completely and properly (formal use). 
-3. [smoke, sewage, pollution] to release 
<sthg> into the air or the surrounding area 
□ These chemicals are discharged directly into the 
atmosphere. -4. to discharge a debt to pay a 
debt (formal use). 

discharged bankrupt [dis,tfa:rd3d-] n a person 
who was bankrupt and can legally do busi¬ 
ness again. 

disciple [di'saipl] n -1. [in Christianity] one of 
the 12 early followers of Jesus Christ. -2. a 
follower of a great teacher of religion, politi¬ 
cal thought etc □ a disciple of Karl Marx. 

disciplinarian [.disapli'nearian] n a person who 
makes people behave in a disciplined way □ 
My father was a strict disciplinarian. 

disciplinary [US 'disspbneri, GB -plinari] adj 
[measure, procedure] that is designed to pun¬ 
ish people for not obeying rules, or to force 
them to obey rules. ■ to take disciplinary ac¬ 
tion against sb to punish sb formally for 
having done something wrong, especially at 
work □ Disciplinary action will be taken. 

discipline ['disaplin] o n -1. good behavior 

which comes from obeying rules □ Teachers must 
maintain discipline in the classroom. □ good disci¬ 
pline. -2. [in an activity] the use of rules that 
make people behave correctly and do what 
one thinks is right □ Discipline is essential to 
the smooth running of the company. □ He im- 
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poses strict discipline on team members. -3. (at 
school] a subject that people study q a 
scientific discipline, o vt -1. [children, staff, regi¬ 
ment] to impose a system of rules for behav¬ 
ior on <sb>. -2. [employee, child, pupil] to 
punish <sb> in order to maintain control, 

disciplined ['disaphnd] adj [person, routine] that 
follows a fixed system of rules □ Our soldiers 
are highly disciplined. □ a strict, disciplined diet. 

disc jockey n a person whose job is to intro¬ 
duce and play records on the radio or at a 
disco. 

disclaim [dis'kleim] vt [knowledge, responsibility] 
to refuse to accept that one has <sthg> (for¬ 
mal use) □ The company disclaims all responsibil¬ 
ity for customers' private property. 

disclaimer [dis'kleimar] n a statement that dis¬ 
claims knowledge, responsibility etc □ The 
newspaper issued a disclaimer. 

disclose [dis'klouz] vt [evidence, detail, informa¬ 
tion] to tell somebody about <sthg that is se¬ 
crete □ / am not at liberty to disclose the source 
of my information. 

disclosure [dis'klou33r] « -1. to make a disclo¬ 
sure to disclose a fact to a newspaper, inter¬ 
viewer etc. -2. [of evidence, information] see 
disclose. 

disco ['diskou] [pi discos) n -1. a party where 
people dance to records □ We're having a dis¬ 
co on Saturday night. -2. music a type of dance 
music that became popular in the 1970s. 
-3. a place where people dance to recorded 
music (old-fashioned use), 

discolor us, discolour gb [dis'kAlar] o vt 
[teeth, fabric, surface] to make <sthg> lose its 
original color, especially so that it looks un¬ 
pleasant □ The poster was faded and discolored 
by the sun. o vi [teeth, fabric, paint] This material 
may discolor if exposed to direct sunlight. 

discoloration [diSpkAta'reifn] n: see discolor □ 
Bleach may cause slight discoloration. 

discolored us, discoloured gb [dis'kAbrd] adj 
[teeth, fabric, surface] that has changed color 
because something has discolored it. 

discomfort [dis'kAmfah] n -1. [in one's back, 

feet] slight pain □ New shoes often cause a lit¬ 
tle discomfort at first. □ You will feel some dis¬ 
comfort after the operation. -2. [of a person] a 
feeling of embarrassment or anxiety □ Their 
kindness only added to my discomfort. 

disconcert [,diskan’s3:rt] vt to make <sb> feel 
uncomfortable or worried □ Her silence dis¬ 
concerted me considerably. 

disconcerting [,disk3n‘s3:rt[r)] adj [silence, stare] 

that disconcerts one □ He had a disconcerting 
habit of laughing after everything he said. 

disconnect [.diska'nekt] vt -1. [hosepipe, wire] 

to undo <sthg> □ Disconnect the nozzle from 
the end of the pipe. -2. [washing machine, heat¬ 

er] to remove the plug of <an appliance or 
device> from a socket so that no electricity 
or gas reaches it □ ‘Disconnect plug before re¬ 
moving cover.' -3. [gas, electricity, telephone] to 
stop <sthg> from working in a building be¬ 
cause the people there have not paid their 
bills or are leaving o Our phone's been discon¬ 

nected. -4. [caller] to end a conversation on 
the telephone of <sb> by interrupting the 
line □ We were suddenly disconnected. 

disconnected fdisks'nektad] adj -1. [thoughts, 
remarks] that are not connected in a logical 
way □ The poem is a series of seemingly discon¬ 
nected images. -2. [telephone, wire] that has 
been disconnected □ One of the wires had be¬ 
come disconnected. 

disconsolate [dis'konsslat] adj [person] who is 
very unhappy or disappointed □ Don't look so 
disconsolate! 

discontent fdiskan'tent] n a feeling one has 
when one is not satisfied □ There is growing 
discontent among senior staff. 

discontented fdisksn'tentsd] adj [staff, youth] 
who is not satisfied with something □ / be¬ 
came increasingly discontented with married life. 

discontinue [.diskon'tinju:] vt [service, supply] 
to stop <sthg> after it has happened regu¬ 
larly or existed for a period of time □ This 
product has been discontinued. 

discontinued line [disksn,tmju:d-] n a product 
that is no longer being sold or made, 

discord ['disko:rd] n -1. a lack of agreement 
between people that causes problems. -2. 
music the strange or unpleasant sound made 
when notes that do not go well together are 
played at the same time. 

discordant [dis'ko:rdnt] adj [opinions, points of 
view, music] see discord. 

discotheque ['diskatek] n a place where peo¬ 
ple dance to recorded pop music (old- 
fashioned use). 

discount [« 'diskaont, vb US 'diskaunt, GB 
dis'kaunt] o « a reduction in the price of 
something a a 10% discount □ We offer a dis¬ 
count on all goods over $50. □ a staff discount, 
o vt -1. [report, claim, story] to say or decide 
that <sthg> is unimportant or untrue and no 
longer consider it. -2. business to lower the 
price of <a product>. 

discount house n -1. = discount store. -2. a 
financial organization that specializes in dis¬ 
counting bills of exchange, 

discount store n a store that sells goods at a 
low price. 

discourage [us dis'k3:rid3, gb -'kAr-] vt -1. [per¬ 
son] to make <sb> lose their enthusiasm and 
willingness to do something □ / felt discour¬ 
aged by their lack of interest. -2. [action, behav¬ 
ior] to try to stop <sthg> by making it diffi¬ 
cult or by showing one’s disapproval □ We 
are trying to discourage smoking. □ They've in¬ 
stalled closed-circuit television to discourage 
shoplifters. □ This type of diet should be discour¬ 
aged. □ They discouraged him from seeing her. 

discouraging [us dis'k3:rid3ig, gb -'kAr-] adj [re¬ 
sult, remark, sign] that discourages one n The 
response so far has been discouraging. 

discourse ['diskohs] n -1. [about something] a 
serious speech or piece of writing about a 
particular subject (formal use) □ a lengthy dis¬ 
course on the subject of Eastern philosophy. 
-2. [between people] spoken or written dis¬ 
cussion between people (formal use). -3. 
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linguistics written or spoken units of lan¬ 
guage of more than one sentence, 

discourteous [dis'k3:rtjas] adj [person, behavior] 

that is not polite (formal use), 

discourtesy [dis'k3irtasi] n: see discourteous, 

discover [di'skAV3r] vt -1. [continent, process, 

product] to be the first person to find <sthg 
that is important and that already existed> 
□ When was the planet Pluto discovered? 
-2. [object, person] to find <sb/sthg>, espe¬ 
cially when one is not looking for them; 
[fact] to learn or realize <sthg> □ The money 
was discovered in a disused warehouse. □ Have 
you discovered the cause of the problem? □ 
When did you discover that the keys were miss¬ 
ing? -3. [country, activity] to visit, learn etc 
<sthg> oneself for the first time □ 'Discover 
the Greek Islands.' □ / discovered the joys of 
painting. -4. [artist, athlete] to recognize the 
ability or talent of <sfc» and help them to 
become successful □ He's still waiting to be dis¬ 
covered. 

discoverer [di'skAvaran n the first person to 
discover a continent, process etc. 

discovery [di'skAvari] (pi discoveries) n -1. 
something that has been discovered □ Scien¬ 
tists have made an important scientific discovery. 
-2. see discover □ The discovery of the murder 
weapon gave the police a vital clue. 

discredit [dis'kredat] o vt -1. [politician, compa¬ 

ny] to make <sb> lose the respect and trust 
of other people □ The government has been 
discredited by the recent spate of scandals. 
-2. [idea, theory] to make people lose their 
trust or belief in <sthg> □ Their findings have 
been largely discredited by more recent research, 
on a loss of respect or the trust of other 
people □ He brought discredit on the company. □ 
Much to his discredit, he lied about the money. 

discreet [di'skriit] adj [person] who is careful 
about what they say or do in order to avoid 
attracting too much attention, upsetting oth¬ 
er people etc □ / made a few discreet enquiries 
about her background. 

discreetly [di'skriitli] adv [enquire, enter, leave] 

see discreet □ / coughed discreetly. 

discrepancy [dis'krepsnsi] (pi discrepancies) n 
a difference between two things that one 
expects to be the same □ a discrepancy in the 
figures □ There were a number of discrepancies 
between the two versions. 

discrete [di'skriit] adj [objects, units, ideas] that 
are separate and independent (formal use), 

discretion [dr'skrefin] n -1. [of a person] good 
judgment or tact □ a man of discretion. -2. 
one’s discretion the ability to decide what it 
is best to do in a particular situation □ I'll 
leave the timing of the announcement to your dis¬ 
cretion. □ Use your discretion in borderline cases. 
• at the discretion of sb depending on the 
decision of sb □ Visitors are admitted at the dis¬ 
cretion of the management. 

discretionary [US di'skrejaneri, gb -anri] adj 
[award, payment] that is given when it is con¬ 
sidered to be appropriate rather than accord¬ 
ing to any particular rules. 

discriminate [di'skrimineit] vi -1. to discrimi¬ 
nate between people/things to see or make a 
difference between people/things □ He 
seems unable to discriminate between right and 
wrong. -2. to discriminate against sb to treat 
sb differently from other people in a way 
that is unfair □ Many people are still being 
racially/sexually discriminated against. 

discriminating [di'skrimineitir)] adj [person, 

taste, audience] that shows an ability to judge 
the difference between good and bad qual¬ 
ity □ / would hardly call his taste in women dis¬ 
criminating. 

discrimination [di.skrimi'neifn] n -1. [against a 

person] different treatment of a person or 
group that is unfair □ She was a victim of 
racial/sexual discrimination. -2. [in choosing some¬ 

thing] the ability to judge the quality of 
something accurately □ He shows no discrimi¬ 
nation in the company he keeps. 

discus ['diskas] (pi discuses) n a disk thrown 
by athletes in a competition. 

discuss [di'skAs] vt [subject, plan] to exchange 
opinions and ideas about <sthg> in speech 
or writing, usually in order to make a deci¬ 
sion □ The issue was never properly discussed. □ 
I'll have to discuss that with my partners first. 

discussion [di'skAjn] n -1. the act of exchang¬ 
ing opinions on a subject, plan etc, usually 
in order to make a decision □ There was 
much discussion about which route would be the 
best. ■ to be under discussion to be being 
discussed □ The plans are under discussion. 
-2. an exchange of opinions on a subject, 
plan etc, usually in order to make a decision 
□ Many discussions on this matter have been 
held. □ The report contained a discussion of the 
recent findings. 

disdain [dis'dein] (formal use) o n a feeling of 
dislike or disapproval for somebody or 
something that one thinks is not worth con¬ 
sidering. o vf -1. [invitation, offer, attempt] to 
show disdain for <sthg>. -2. to disdain to do 
sthg to refuse to do sthg because one thinks 
that it is not worth considering. 

disdainful [dis'deinfl] adj [person, look, manner] 

that shows disdain for somebody or some¬ 
thing. 

disease [di'ziiz] n -1. [of a person, animal] an ill¬ 
ness in a human, animal, or plant that is 
usually caused by an infection rather than 
an accident □ Cholera is a common tropical dis¬ 
ease. □ It is hoped that the vaccination program 
will help halt the spread of the disease. -2. [of so¬ 

ciety] a condition, situation etc that is con¬ 
sidered to be harmful □ Violent crime is largely 
a disease of the inner city. 

diseased [di'ziizd] adj -1. [body, organ, plant] 

that is suffering from a disease. -2. [mind] 

that is not normal or healthy. 

disembark [,disim'ba:rk] vi to leave a plane or 
ship. 

disembarkation [,disemba:r'keijn] n the act of 
leaving a plane or ship. 

disembodied [,disim'bDdid] adj [voice, spirit, 
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head] that exists or seems to exist separately 
from a real person or body. 

disembowel [.disim'baoal] (us pt & pp disem¬ 

boweled, cont disemboweling, GB pt & pp 

disembowelled, cont disembowelling) vt to re¬ 
move the bowels of <a person> in a violent 
act. 

disenchanted [us .disin'tjaentad, gb -'tjaint-] 

adj [person] who is disappointed with some- 
thing that they used to admire or consider 
worthwhile □ He's become utterly disenchanted 
with city life. 

disenfranchise [disin'fraentjaiz] vt = disfran¬ 
chise. 

disengage [,disin'geid3] vt -1. to free or re¬ 
lease <sthg> from something □ She politely 
disengaged herself from her companion and 
walked over to me. -2. auto to press <the 
clutch> down, usually before changing gear, 
in order to stop the power from the engine 
going to the wheels. 

disengagement [,disin'geid3m3nt] n the pro¬ 
cess of becoming less involved with an ac¬ 
tivity or organization. 

disentangle [.disin'taerjgl] vt [hair, string] to re¬ 
move the tangles from <sthg>. ■ to disen¬ 

tangle sb/sthg from sthg to free sb/sthg from 
sthg so that they are no longer trapped, tan¬ 
gled etc □ They had to disentangle the rope from 
the propellor. □ She disentangled herself from his 
arms. 

disfavor us, disfavour gb [dis'feivs1) n -1. to 

look on sthg with disfavor to disapprove of 
sthg. -2. to fall into disfavor with sb to be¬ 
come disliked or disapproved of by sb. 

disfigure [dis'figi3r] vt [person, face, view] to 
spoil the appearance of <sb/sthg> by caus¬ 
ing permanent damage □ He was horribly dis¬ 
figured in an accident. 

disfranchise [dis'frasntjaiz] vt to remove the 
right to vote from <sb>. 

disgorge [dis'go:rd3] vt -1. to bring up <food> 
from one’s stomach (formal use). -2. [smoke, 

chemicals] to pour <sthg> out in large quan¬ 
tities □ The wreck is disgorging oil into the sea at 
an alarming rate. 

disgrace [dis'greis] o « -1. a loss of the re¬ 
spect of other people □ She brought disgrace 
on her family, m to be in disgrace to be regard¬ 
ed with strong disapproval because one has 
done something wrong □ He resigned in dis¬ 
grace. -2. [to one’s family, profession] a person 
or thing that causes one to feel embarrassed 
or ashamed □ This new building's a disgrace. □ 
She's a disgrace to the university, o vt [family, 

employer] to cause <sb> to lose the respect 
of other people □ He disgraced himself in front 
of everyone. 

disgraceful [dis'greisfl] adj [behavior, condition] 

that is very bad and causes one to feel 
shock or disapproval □ It's a disgraceful waste 
of public money. 

disgruntled [dis'grAntld] adj [person] who is 
unhappy and annoyed about something □ 
Disgruntled readers wrote in to complain about 
the new style layout of the paper. 

disguise [dis'gaiz] o « something that one 
wears to make one’s appearance different 
from usual, usually in order to deceive peo¬ 
ple a He attended in disguise to hide his identity 
from the press, o vt -1. to be disguised to be 
dressed in a disguise □ He was disguised as a 
policeman, m to disguise oneself to put on a 
disguise □ They disguised themselves as journal¬ 
ists to gain entry. -2. [appearance, smell] to pre¬ 
vent <sthg> from being recognized by 
changing it □ She put on a funny accent to dis¬ 
guise her voice. -3. [fact, feeling] to prevent 
<sthg> from being noticed by hiding it or 
making it seem different □ He didn't even try 
to disguise his disappointment. □ You can't dis¬ 
guise the fact that he's just not up to the job. 

disgust [dis'gAst] o n the feeling one has 
when one finds something shocking and un¬ 
acceptable or disgusting □ / was filled with dis¬ 
gust at the sight. □ She resigned/left in disgust. 
O vt to cause <sb> to feel disgust o / am dis¬ 
gusted by their attitude. 

disgusting [dis'gAstirj] adj [person, behavior, 

food] that one thinks is extremely unpleasant 
□ It was a disgusting sight. □ It's disgusting the 
way they've been treated. 

dish [di/] n -1. a container for serving food in 
that is not as deep as a bowl and often has 
a lid □ Put the beans in that dish. -2. food pre¬ 
pared in a particular way for a meal □ He 
loves Mediterranean dishes. 

♦ dishes npl a collective term for the plates, 
cups, bowls etc that have been used for a 
meal and need to be washed □ Can you take 
the dishes into the kitchen? m to do or wash the 
dishes to clean the plates, cups, bowls etc 
after a meal. 

♦ dish out vt sep to dish sthg out [money, ad¬ 

vice] to give a lot of sthg to different people 
(informal use). 

♦ dish up vt sep to dish sthg up [food] to serve 
sthg at the beginning of a meal. 

dish antenna us, dish aerial n a device 
shaped like a dish that is used for receiving 
signals that are sent by satellite, 

disharmony [ldis'ha:rm3ni] n an unpleasant at¬ 
mosphere that is caused by disagreement 
between people. 

dishcloth [‘diJklD0] n a cloth used for washing 
dishes. 

disheartened [dis'hu:rtnd] adj to be disheart¬ 
ened to no longer have confidence or hope □ 
Don't be disheartened — I'm sure you'll pass next 
time. 

disheartening [dis'hadtnir)] adj [experience, re¬ 

sult, remark] that makes one lose confidence 
or hope. 

disheveled us, dishevelled gb [di'Jevld] adj 
[clothes, hair] untidy □ /an arrived late, looking 
very disheveled. 

dishonest [dishnast] adj [person, behavior] that 
is not honest □ It would be dishonest of me to 
say I was satisfied. □ It never occurred to him he 
was doing anything dishonest. 

dishonesty [dis'Dnasti] rt behavior or an action 
that shows a lack of honesty. 
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dishonor us, dishonour gb [dis'Dnar] on a 
loss of the honor or respect of other people 
□ He brought dishonor on his country, o vt [fami¬ 

ly, country, institution] to make <sb/sthg> lose 
the honor and respect of other people, 

dishonorable us, dishonourable gb [dis'rni- 
arabl] adj [person, behavior] that is not honor¬ 
able. 

dishonour etc GB = dishonor etc. 

dish rack n a frame on which plates, cups etc 
are placed to dry after being washed, 

dish soap n US a soapy liquid added to hot 
water for cleaning dirty dishes, 

dish towel n a cloth for drying dishes after 
they have been washed, 

dishwasher | diJwoJVJ n a machine for wash¬ 
ing dishes. 

disillusioned [,disi'lu:3nd] adj [person] who is 
disappointed with somebody or something 
that they used to admire or respect □ The 
members have grown or become disillusioned 
with the leadership. 

disillusionment [,disi'lu:3nm3nt] n the state of 
being disillusioned with somebody or some¬ 
thing. 

disincentive [,disin'sentiv] n something that 
makes somebody less willing or likely to do 
something. 

disinclined fdisin'klaind] adj to be disinclined 

to do sthg to be unwilling to do sthg □ / felt 
disinclined to cooperate. 

disinfect [.disin'fekt] vt [cut, toilet, instrument] to 
clean <sthg> with a disinfectant, 

disinfectant fdisin'fektant] n a substance used 
to kill germs in order to prevent disease or 
infection □ It contains a powerful disinfectant. □ 
disinfectant soap/fluid. 

disinformation [,disinfar'meijn] n untrue infor¬ 
mation that is given especially by a govern¬ 
ment, in order to confuse an enemy or to 
deceive people. 

disingenuous [,disin'd3enju3s] adj [person] who 
is insincere because they know something 
they are not admitting. 

disinherit fdisin'herat] vr to stop <sb> from 
inheriting something by changing one’s will 
□ He was disinherited by his family. 

disintegrate [dis'mtsgreit] vi -1. [object] to 

break into many small pieces □ The plane dis¬ 
integrated on impact. -2. [project, marriage] to 
gradually fail □ Their marriage gradually disinte¬ 
grated. 

disintegration [dis.inta'greijn] n: see disinte¬ 

grate □ We are witnessing the disintegration of 
the country. 

disinterested [.dis'intrastsd] adj -1. [observer, 

party] who is not influenced by the possibil¬ 
ity of getting something for themselves from 
a situation □ It's difficult to remain completely 
disinterested. □ Let me give you some disinter¬ 
ested advice. -2. to be disinterested to have or 
show no interest in something (informal use) 
□ I'm completely disinterested in football. 

disinvestment [.dism'vestmant] n a reduction 

or removal of the money that has been in¬ 

vested in something. 

disjointed [dis'd3oint3d] adj [speech, style] that 
does not follow a clear logical order □ Her 
speech was confused and disjointed. 

disk US, disc GB [disk] n -1. an object that is 
flat and round. -2. medicine a round flat 
piece of cartilage between the bones of the 
spine. -3. computing a square, flat, plastic 
object on which information is recorded for 
use by a computer □ How much free disk 
space is there left? 

diskette [di'sket] « computing = floppy disk, 

diskette drive n US a device that transfers in¬ 
formation between a computer’s memory 
and the disk. 

disk operating system n computing -» DOS. 

dislike [dis'laik] o « -1. a feeling of not liking 
somebody or something □ a look of dislike □ 
his dislike of travel/computers. ■ to take a dis¬ 
like to sb to begin to dislike sb, usually after 
knowing them for only a short time □ / took 
an instant dislike to him. -2. sb's dislikes the 
things that sb dislikes □ It was hard to remem¬ 
ber all his likes and dislikes, o vt to have a feel¬ 
ing of dislike for <sb/sthg>. 

dislocate [’disbkeit] vt -1. medicine [shoulder, 

hip] to move <a bone> out of its correct po¬ 
sition in a joint □ / think I've dislocated my fin¬ 
ger. -2. [business, service] to prevent <sthg> 
from operating properly, 

dislodge [dis'lDd3] vf to succeed in removing 
<sb/sthg> from their position □ They dis¬ 
lodged their rivals from the top of the division. 

disloyal [.dis'bial] adj [friend, colleague] who is 
not loyal □ forces disloyal to the regime 

dismal ['dizmal] adj -1. [weather, future, place] 

that is depressing □ February is always a dismal 
time of year. -2. [attempt, failure] very bad □ 
The whole party was a dismal failure. 

dismantle [dis'maentl] vt [machine, building, sys¬ 

tem] to separate the parts of <sthg> so that 
it is no longer whole □ / dismantled the radio, 
but I can't put it back together again. 

dismay [dis'mei] o n a feeling of shock and 
loss of confidence that is caused by a disap¬ 
pointment □ To our dismay, the decision was 
no. □ She looked at him in dismay, o vt to fill 
<sb> with dismay □ We were dismayed at the 
cost of the repairs. 

dismember [dis'membsfl vt to remove the 
limbs of <a person or animal>. 

dismiss [dis'mis] vt -1. [worker, employee] to 
make <sb> leave their job □ He was dis¬ 
missed for incompetence. -2. [idea, plan, person] 
to refuse to think about <sb/sthg> because 
it is not serious □ He was dismissed as a crank. 
-3. [class, troops] to allow <sb> to leave □ 
Class was dismissed early because of the weath¬ 
er. -4. law [case, appeal, charges] to refuse to 
consider <sthg> in a court of law □ Case dis¬ 
missed. 

dismissal [dis'misl] n: see dismiss. 

dismissive [dis'misiv] adj [letter, attitude, tone] 
that refuses to take somebody or something 
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seriously and is slightly rude □ He was very 
dismissive of the whole idea. 

dismount [.dis'maunt] vi [rider, jockey] to get off 
a horse, bicycle etc. 

Disney ['dizni], Walt (1901-1966) a US movie 
maker who specialized in animated car¬ 
toons. His work, popular with children, in¬ 
cludes Bambi, Fantasia, and Alary Poppins. 

disobedience [.disa'biidjans] n behavior that 
involves refusing to do what one is told or 
ordered to do □ / will not tolerate disobedience 
from my children. 

disobedient [,disa'bi:djant] adj [child, dog] that 
is not obedient. 

disobey [.disa'bei] o vt [officer, rule, order] to 
refuse to obey <sb/sthg> □ She decided to dis¬ 
obey the command, o vi: He did not dare to dis¬ 
obey. 

disorder [dis'D:rd3r] n -1. in disorder in a state 
of confusion and disorganization □ After a 
noisy quarrel, the meeting broke up in disorder. □ 
Everything was scattered over the floor in disor¬ 
der. -2. [in the streets] riots or fighting in the 
streets □ outbreaks of public disorder. -3. 
medicine a failure of part of the mind or 
body to work properly □ a heart/psychiatric/ 
mental disorder. 

disordered [dis'o:rd3rd] adj [room] in a state of 
confusion and disorganization, 

disorderly [dis'o:rd3rli] adj -1. [room, appear¬ 

ance] that is untidy. -2. [behavior, person] that 
is uncontrolled and aggressive, 

disorderly conduct [-‘kondAkt] n the crime of 
behaving in an uncontrolled and aggressive 
way. 

disorganized, -ised [dis'o:rg3naizd] adj -1. 
[person] who is bad at organizing and plan¬ 
ning things. -2. [system, company, event] that 
is badly organized □ The whole department is 
extremely disorganized. 

disoriented [dis'oirientad] us, disorientated 
[dis'oinanteitad] GB adj -1. [person] who is un¬ 
sure of where they are □ The hostages 
stepped out of the plane, looking tired and disori¬ 
ented. -2. [person] who is confused and does 
not know what to think □ Old people can 
easily become disoriented. 

disown [dis'oun] vt [relative, friend, work] to 
show that one does not want to be connect¬ 
ed with or considered responsible for <sb/ 
sthg> □ / could never tell my parents — they'd 
disown me! 

disparaging [us di'sperid3irj, gb -'spar-] adj 

[comment, remark] that shows one disap¬ 
proves of somebody or something or does 
not value them □ He's very disparaging about 
his brother. 

disparate ['disparat] adj [groups, reasons] that 
are very different from each other (formal 
use) □ It's difficult to unite such disparate el¬ 
ements within one party. 

disparity [di'spaerati] (pi disparities) « a large 
difference between two or more things □ the 
disparity between town and country □ disparities 
in pay and conditions. 

dispassionate [di'spasfnat] adj [judge, observer] 

who is able to judge somebody or some¬ 
thing fairly because they are not influenced 
by emotion □ a dispassionate account of events 
leading up to the crime. 

dispatch [di'spastj'] o n an official or military 
message, o vt [person, letter, goods] to send 
<sb/sthg> somewhere □ Your order was dis¬ 
patched yesterday, Mr Nolan. 

dispatch box n the dispatch box politics the 
place where ministers stand in the British 
parliament to speak. 

dispatch rider n -1. a soldier who acts as a 
messenger and travels by motorcycle. -2. a 
person whose job is to deliver documents, 
packages etc by motorcycle. 

dispel [di'spel] (pt & pp dispelled, corn dispel¬ 
ling) vt [doubt, fear, illusion] to remove <an 
idea> from somebody’s mind □ The announce¬ 
ment did little to dispel fears of a takeover. 

dispensable [di'spensabl] adj [staff, luxury] that 
one can get rid of because it is not impor¬ 
tant □ Don't buy anything that's dispensable. 

dispensary [di'spensari] (pl dispensaries) « a 
place in a hospital, school etc where medi¬ 
cines are prepared and given to people, 

dispensation [.dispen'sei/n] n special permis¬ 
sion to do something that is against the nor¬ 
mal rules □ He received a special dispensation 
from the Pope to get married in St Peter's. 

dispense [di'spens] vt -1. [justice, advice] to 
make sure that people receive <sthg>. -2. 
[drug, medicine] to prepare and give <sthg> to 
people. 

♦ dispense with vt fus -1. to dispense with 
sb/sthg to continue without sb/sthg because 
they are not necessary □ We can dispense 
with the formalities. -2. to dispense with the 
need for sthg to make sthg unnecessary □ 
Decent public transport would dispense with the 
need for a car. 

dispenser [di'spensar] n a machine in a public 
place that one can get soap, drinks, cash etc 
from □ a drink dispenser □ a cash dispenser. 

dispensing chemist [di,spensirj-] h GB a phar¬ 
macist who prepares and gives people medi¬ 
cines, drugs etc that have been prescribed 
by a doctor. 

dispersal [di'sp3:rsl] n: see disperse □ The grain 
is collected here for dispersal to each village. 

disperse [di'sp3irs] o vt -1. [crowd, seeds] to 
make <a group of people or things> sepa¬ 
rate and go in different directions. -2. [gas, 

chemical] to make <sthg> spread out over a 
wide area, o vi -1. [crowd, seeds] The police 
told the demonstrators to disperse. -2. [gas, 

chemical] The smoke quickly dispersed. 

dispirited [dfspirotad] adj to be dispirited to 
have lost one’s enthusiasm, usually because 
of something bad that has happened, 

dispiriting [di'spiratig] adj [result, performance, 

experience] that makes one dispirited □ Last 
year's results were most dispiriting. 

displace [dis'pleis] vt -1. [leader, champion] to 
remove <sb> from a position □ She has been 
displaced as financial director. -2. physics to 
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cause <a liquid> to move by putting a solid 
object in it. 

displaced person [.displeist-] n a person who 
has been forced to leave their home, area, 
or country because of war, a natural disaster 

etc. 

displacement [dis'pleismant] « -l. the removal 
of people from their home, area, or country 
by war, natural disasters etc. -2. physics [of 

liquid] see displace. 

display [di'splei] o n -1. [of goods, works of art] 

an arrangement of objects for the public to 
see □ a display of weapons from the Bronze Age 
□ a window display □ It's on display in the win¬ 
dow. □ a display cabinet/unit. -2. [of courage, in¬ 

telligence] the act of showing an emotion, 
skill etc to other people □ a display of affection 
□ a public display of support. -3. [of acrobatics, 

dancing] a public demonstration or exhibition 
□ an aerobatics display. -4. computing a screen 
on which information or images can be 
seen. 
o v( -1. [painting, object] to put <sthg> in a 
particular place so that it can be seen □ All 
goods displayed in the window are in the sale. 
-2. [emotion, skill, attitude] to show <sthg> 
clearly by what one says or does □ He dis¬ 
played a remarkable understanding of the subject. 

display advertising n printed or written ad¬ 
vertisements that are designed to attract 
people’s attention, e.g. by having a border 
or a special typeface. 

displease [dis'pliiz] vt to make <sb> angry or 
upset □ He was far from displeased by what he 
heard. 

displeasure [dis'ple33r] n a feeling of annoy¬ 
ance or anger □ / was careful not to arouse his 
displeasure! 

disposable [di'spouzabl] adj [razor, lighter, dia¬ 

per] that is intended to be thrown away af¬ 
ter it has been used once or a few times □ 
You can now buy disposable contact lenses. 

disposable income n the money from one’s 
salary or earnings that one has for spending 
after one has paid tax, housing bills etc. 

disposal [di'spouzl] n -1. [of garbage, waste] the 
removal of something that is not wanted or 
necessary □ a waste disposal unit. -2. to be at 

sb's disposal [person] to be available for sb to 
help them; [house, vehicle] to be available for 
sb so that they can use it □ l‘m entirely at your 
disposal. □ The car was left at their disposal for 
the weekend. 

dispose [di'spouz] ♦ dispose of vt fus -1. to 

dispose of sthg [garbage, waste] to get rid of 
sthg. -2. to dispose of sthg Iproblem, question] 

to deal with and find an answer to sthg. 

disposed [di'spouzd] adj -1. to be disposed to 

do sthg to be willing to do sthg □ He was not 
disposed to help/linger/comment. -2. to be well 

disposed to or toward sb to have a friendly 
attitude toward sb. 

disposition [.disps'zijn] n -1. a particular way 
that somebody usually behaves because of 
their character □ She has a very sweet disposi¬ 

tion. -2. a disposition to do sthg a willingness 
or tendency to do sthg. 

dispossess [,disp3'zes] vt to dispossess sb of 
sthg to take away from sb sthg that they 
own, especially land or property (formal use) 
□ dispossessed families. 

disproportion [.dispra'podjn] n lack of propor¬ 

tion. 

disproportionate [,dispr3'po;rJn3t] adj [level, 
amount] that is bigger than it should be □ a 
disproportionate amount of time. 

disprove [,dis'pru:v] vt [theory, idea, belief] to 
show <sthg> to be false □ The statistics dis¬ 
prove your argument. 

dispute [di'spjuit] o n -1. [between people, 

countries] an argument, usually about who 
owns something or who has the right or re¬ 
sponsibility to do something □ a border dis¬ 
pute □ a dispute over ethnic rights. -2. industry 

a disagreement between workers and em¬ 
ployers, usually about pay, working condi¬ 
tions etc □ a pay dispute or dispute over pay. 
-3. to be open to dispute to be likely to be 
disagreed with □ A lot of what he said is open 
to dispute. ■ to be in dispute [person] to be in¬ 
volved in an argument, usually about mon¬ 
ey, ownership, rights etc; [case, fact, opinion] 

to be the subject of an argument or dis¬ 
agreement □ We're in dispute with the supplier 
over a consignment of faulty goods. □ It is not 
your figures that are in dispute. 
o vt -1. [opinion, fact, figure] to say that one 
thinks <sthg> is not true or correct □ I don't 
dispute (that) she may be right. -2. [right, meth¬ 

od, ownership] to argue about <sthg>, usually 
over a long period □ It's a hotly-disputed issue. 
-3. [territory, championship] to fight against 
somebody for the right to have <sthg> □ the 
disputed border area. 

disqualification [dis,kwDlifi'kei/n] tv. see dis¬ 
qualify □ Foul play will result in disqualification 
from the competition. 

disqualify [,dis'kwc>lifai] (j?t & pp> disqualified) 
vt -1. [court, judge] to take away from <sb> 
the right to do something, usually because 
that person has done something dishonest 
or illegal □ The judge disqualified her from driv¬ 
ing for a year. -2. [one's age, sex, criminal record] 
to make it impossible for <sb> to do or ob¬ 
tain something □ His poor eyesight disqualified 
him from going into the army. -3. sport [referee] 
to take away from <an athlete, team> etc 
the right to take part in a sport or sports 
event, usually because they have done 
something that breaks the rules □ Two swim¬ 
mers were disqualified for taking drugs. 

disquiet [dis'kwaiat] n fear that people feel 
when they do not know what is going to 
happen □ a vague feeling of disquiet. 

Disraeli [diz'reili], Benjamin (1804-1881) a 
British politician and writer. He was prime 
minister in 1868, and from 1874 to 1880. 

disregard [,disri'ga:rd] o n the act of not pay¬ 
ing enough care and attention to something 
o He shows a complete disregard for the feelings 
of his staff, o vt [law, advice, warning] to ignore 
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<sthg> □ He has completely disregarded the 
feelings of those around him. 

disrepair [.disn'pea'] « to fall into disrepair 

[building] to become gradually more broken 
or ruined as a result of not being repaired, 

disreputable [dis'repjatabl] adj [person, compa¬ 

ny] that has a bad reputation and is thought 
to be dishonest □ He's a thoroughly disrepu¬ 
table character. 

disrepute [,disn'pjuit] n to bring sthg into dis¬ 

repute [profession, sport] to damage the repu¬ 
tation of sthg by acting dishonestly. ■ to fall 

into disrepute [work, theory, institution] to be¬ 
come less admired or accepted than before. 

disrespectful [.disri'spektfl] adj [person, attitude] 

that does not show enough respect. 

disrupt [dis'rApt] vt [meeting, procedure, traffic] 

to stop <sthg> from continuing as normal □ 
The celebrations were disrupted by political pro¬ 
tests. 

disruption [dis'rApJn] n: see disrupt □ The acci¬ 
dent caused severe disruption to rush-hour traffic. 

disruptive [dis'rAptiv] adj [effect, child, behavior] 

see disrupt □ A disruptive child can upset a 
whole class of pupils. 

dissatisfaction [.dissastas'faekfn] n a feeling of 
unhappiness that one gets when something 
is not as good as it should be □ There is wide¬ 
spread dissatisfaction at or with the efficiency of 
the service. 

dissatisfied [.dis'saetasfaid] adj [customer, work¬ 

er] who feels dissatisfaction; [comment, look] 

that shows dissatisfaction □ The guest claimed 
that he was dissatisfied with his room/at his treat¬ 
ment. 

dissect [di'sekt] vf -1. [body, corpse, rat] to cut 
up <a dead person, animal> etc in order to 
examine what is inside for scientific or 
medical purposes. -2. [book, movie, proposal] 

to study <a work of art, idea> etc very care¬ 
fully in order to understand its meaning, 

disseminate [di'semaneit] vt [news, information] 

to spread <sthg> so that as many people as 
possible know about it □ New ideas were dis¬ 
seminated by word of mouth. 

dissemination [dtsems'neij'n] n [of news, infor¬ 

mation] see disseminate. 

dissension [di'senfn] n disagreement and ar¬ 
guments □ The program is likely to cause a great 
deal of dissension among ethnic communities. 

dissent [di'sent] (formal use) o n strong dis¬ 
agreement with an official policy or with an 
opinion that a lot of people have, o vi to 
show one’s dissent. 

dissenter [di'sentar] n a person who dissents, 

dissenting [di'sentig] adj a dissenting voice a 
person who disagrees strongly with an opin¬ 
ion that a lot of other people have, 

dissertation [,dis3r,tei/n] n a long essay on a 
particular subject, especially one written as 
part of a university degree □ a dissertation on 
Brecht. 

disservice [,dis's3:rvis] n to do sb a disservice 

to do something that harms sb □ You could 

do yourself a great disservice by antagonizing 
people like that. 

dissident ['disadant] n a person who openly 
protests against a government, especially 
when this is not allowed □ Dissidents were 
thrown into jail. 

dissimilar [di'simitar] adj [person, opinion, experi¬ 

ence] that is very different from somebody 
or something else □ They come from complete¬ 
ly dissimilar backgrounds. □ Her views are not dis¬ 
similar to mine. 

dissipate [ disopeit] (formal use) o vt -1. [heat, 

fog] to make <sthg> spread so much that it 
disappears. -2. [one's money, time, energy] to 
gradually waste <sthg> in a silly way. o vi 
[crowd, heat, fog] The mist finally dissipated. 

dissipated [’disapeitad] adj [person] who has 
spent a lot of time doing things for pleasure 
that are harmful, e.g. drinking □ a dissipated 
youth. 

dissociate [di'sooj'ieit] vt to consider or make 
<sthg> separate from something else a / try 
to dissociate my working life from my family life. 
□ / cannot dissociate the two ideas in my mind. ■ 
to dissociate oneself from sb/sthg to end 
one’s involvement with sb/sthg, usually in 
order to avoid trouble. 

dissolute f'disoluit] adj [person, way of life] that 
is considered to be immoral, 

dissolution [.diss'luijn] n [of an organization, re¬ 

lationship] the official ending of something by 
breaking it up or sending its members away 
□ the dissolution of Parliament. 

dissolve [di'zDlv] o vt -1. [sugar, aspirin, chlo¬ 

rine] to mix <a solid or gas> so completely 
with a liquid that it becomes part of it □ Dis¬ 
solve the tablets in water. -2. [partnership, link, 

parliament] to end <an organization, cam- 
paign> etc officially by making its members 
separate (formal use) □ Their marriage was finally 
dissolved, o vi -1. [sugar, aspirin, chlorine] Hy¬ 
drogen does not dissolve in water. -2. [resist¬ 

ance, opposition, courage] to become weaker 
and finally disappear. 

♦ dissolve in(to) vt fus to dissolve in(to) 

laughter/tears to start laughing/crying in a 
way that one cannot control, 

dissuade [di'sweid] vt to persuade <sb> not to 
do something □ We were dissuaded from leav¬ 
ing until the next day. 

distance ['distans] o « -l. [between places] the 
amount of space between one place and an¬ 
other □ It is quite a distance from here to the 
bus station. □ We walked for a distance of five 
miles. □ The school is within easy walking dis¬ 
tance. □ Distances in Europe are measured in kilo¬ 
meters. -2. the distance a point that is far 
away from one □ She stared into the distance. 
■ at a distance quite far away □ We remained 
at a safe distance from the protest march. □ The 
radio should be placed at a distance of at least 
four meters from the screen, m from a distance 

from quite far away □ Peter watched from a 
distance. □ The building looks even more impres¬ 
sive from a distance. □ It can still be seen from a 
distance of five miles. ■ in the distance far 
away, but able to be seen or heard □ / could 
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hear thunder in the distance. □ There, in the dis¬ 
tance, stood our home. 
o vt to distance oneself to deliberately be¬ 
come less involved with or less sympathetic 
to people, actions, beliefs etc □ He later dis¬ 
tanced himself from his more radical comments/ 
colleagues. 

distance learning « a method of studying, 
often for a degree, in which one studies at 
home and sends work to a teacher, 

distant ['distant] adj -1. [place, country] that is 
far away □ We could hear the sound of distant 
guns. -2. in the distant past/future a long 
time ago/in the future □ / hope to see them 
again in the not-too-distant future. -3. [relative, 

cousin] who is not closely related to one □ / 
have some distant relations in Canada. -4. [per¬ 

son, manner] that is not very friendly □ She 
seemed cold and distant, unlike her usual self. 

distaste [dis'teist] « a feeling of dislike, espe¬ 
cially of something that is considered vulgar, 
unpleasant, or immoral □ The scandal left me 
with a deep distaste for the world of politics. 

distasteful [dis'teistfl] adj [experience, action, 

scene] that makes one feel distaste □ / consid¬ 
er it distasteful to discuss people's private affairs. 

Dist Atty ahbr of district attorney, 

distemper [di'stemp3r] n [in animals] a serious 
infectious disease of dogs and some other 
animals. 

distended [di'stendod] adj medicine [stomach, 

vein] that is larger and rounder than usual, 
often because there is too much air inside, 

distill US, distil GB [di stil] (pt & pp distilled, 

cont distilling) vt -1. [water] to purify <a liq- 
uid> by heating it until it evaporates, and 
then cooling it until it becomes liquid again; 
[whiskey, brandy, vodka] to make <a strong al¬ 
coholic drink> from a liquid in this way. 
-2. to produce <information, an idea> by 
choosing the most useful parts from several 
places or from one much longer source, 

distiller [di'stitar] n a person or company that 
produces whiskey, brandy etc. 

distillery [di'stitari] {pi distilleries) n a factory 
that produces whiskey, brandy etc. 

distinct [di'stirjkt] adj -1. that is different 
enough to be considered a separate thing or 
type □ The legal system in Scotland is distinct 
from that in England. □ Try to keep these two 
facts distinct in your mind. -2. [improvement, pos¬ 

sibility, impression] that is definite and clearly 
noticeable □ A distinct smell of burning came 
from the kitchen. □ There are distinct advantages 
to buying now. 

♦ as distinct from prep a phrase used to help 
explain what something is by saying what it 
is not □ Sales of footwear, as distinct from cloth¬ 
ing, have actually increased. 

distinction [di'stirjkfn] n -1. [between things] a 
small difference between things that are 
similar □ The main distinction between sales tax 
and other taxes is in its method of collection. ■ to 

draw or make a distinction between two 

things to say that two similar things are dif¬ 
ferent or show how they are different □ We 

need to draw a dear distinction between financial 
and personal motives in this case. -2. of distinc¬ 
tion of high quality □ wines of distinction. 
-3. education the highest possible grade in 
some types of examination, degree etc □ He 
passed with a distinction in math. 

distinctive [di'stirjktiv] adj [flavor, sound, voice] 

that has its own individual, special, and rec¬ 
ognizable character □ This pattern is quite dis¬ 
tinctive of Irish glassware. □ / heard the distinc¬ 
tive sound of Jan's voice in the corridor. 

distinctly [di'stirjktli] odv -1. [see, remember, 

speak] clearly □ / distinctly recall the day I start¬ 
ed school. -2. distinctly rude/colder etc rude/ 
colder etc in a way that is noticeable □ It's 
grown distinctly warmer in the last two days. 

distinguish [di'stiggwij'] o vt -1. [tastes, smells, 

colors] to recognize <people or things> as 
being different from each other □ He was un¬ 
able to distinguish certain colors. □ Can you hon¬ 
estly distinguish her from her twin sister? -2. 
[shape, plane, word] to be able to see <a dis¬ 
tant, small, or unclear object> □ If you look close¬ 
ly you can just distinguish the line of the 
scar. -3. [person, one's work] to show <sb/ 
sthg> to be different or separate from other 
people or things □ What distinguishes her from 
the other staff is her willingness to learn, m to 
distinguish oneself to work, perform etc so 
well that other people notice and praise one 
□ She distinguished herself in the field of interna¬ 
tional law. 
o vi to distinguish between two things to be 
able to see or to explain the difference be¬ 
tween two things □ These children are unable 
to distinguish between right and wrong. 

distinguished [di'stiggwijt] adj [visitor, politi¬ 
cian, career] that is highly respected and suc¬ 
cessful □ Please welcome our distinguished 
guest, Professor Bryant. 

distinguishing [di'stiggwijiri] adj [feature, mark, 
characteristic] that allows something or some¬ 
body to be recognized as different from oth¬ 
er things or people □ the town's only distin¬ 
guishing feature being a large town hall. 

distort [di‘sto:rt] vf -1. [shape, sound] to change 
<sthg> so that it becomes unclear, strange, 
or ugly □ Turning up the volume tends to distort 
the sound still further. -2. [meaning, account, 
truth] to change <sthg> so that it is different 
from what was true or what was meant □ 
The press tend to distort the real nature of the 
problem. 

distorted [di'stoitad] adj [shape, sound, view] 
that has been distorted □ He has somehow ac¬ 
quired a distorted impression of the facts. 

distortion [di'sto:rJn] rr. see distort □ The article 
is a complete distortion of the truth. 

distract [di'straekt] vt to prevent <sb> from 
concentrating on what they are doing □ / 
was distracted by a dog barking. □ Try to distract 
his attention while I finish what I'm doing. 

distracted [di'strsektad] adj [person] who is1 un¬ 
able to concentrate properly because they 
are scared, worried etc. 

distraction [di'straekfn] n -1. something that 
prevents one from concentrating on what 
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one is doing; something that helps one to 
stop thinking or worrying too much so that 
one can relax □ There are fewer distractions 
working at home. □ The party provided a wel¬ 
come distraction from pressures at work. -2. to 
drive sb to distraction [noise] to make <sb> 
very annoyed. 

distraught [di'stroit] adj [person] who is very 
upset or anxious and cannot think clearly or 
act sensibly □ The child's parents were dis¬ 
traught with worry. 

distress [di'stres] o n -1. [of a person, animal] 

great mental or physical suffering □ The child 
was clearly in distress. -2. to be in distress 
[ship, plane] to be in a state of great danger 
or difficulty □ The ship was in distress and drift¬ 
ing with the tide, o vt to make <sb> feel very 
unhappy and worried □ It distresses me to 
see you like this. 

distressed [di'strest] adj (person, animal] that 
feels distress. 

distressing [di'stresir)] adj [news, thought, sight] 

that causes distress o Some people may find 
these images distressing. 

distress signal n a message or signal sent 
from a ship or plane, usually by radio, to 
say that it is in serious danger, 

distribute [us di'stribjot, GB -ju:t] vt -1. [leaflets, 

prizes, tests] to give or send <sthg> to sever¬ 
al people □ The memo should be distributed to 
or among all members of the staff. -2. [money, 

food, blankets] to give <things> to people 
who need them □ Aid is distributed by several 
relief agencies working in the region. -3. business 
to send out <goods> to stores, customers, 
retailers etc. 

distribution [,distri'bju:/n] n: see distribute □ 
The supplies are stored in the capital for distribu¬ 
tion later. 

distributor [di'stribjat3r] n -1. business a person 
or company that sends out goods to stores, 
customers, retailers etc □ Our main distributor 
in this area is in Jersey City. -2. auto a device 
in a car, motorbike etc that sends electric 
current to the spark plugs, 

district [’distrikt] n -1. an area of a city that 
has a particular character □ They have offices 
in the business district of Milan. -2. an area into 
which a country or city is divided for a par¬ 
ticular purpose □ the city's historical district □ a 
postal district. 

district attorney n in the USA, the lawyer 
who represents the local or state govern¬ 
ment and brings legal charges against crimi¬ 
nals. 

district council n in the UK, a group of peo¬ 
ple elected to govern a district, 

district court n a court in the USA that deals 
with cases involving national laws, 

district nurse n in the UK, a nurse who visits 
people in their homes to give them treat¬ 
ment. 

District of Columbia: the District of Columbia 
a special district in the eastern USA that is 
not part of any of the states. It includes the 
US capital, Washington, and covers the 

same area as it. abbreviation: D.C. size: 175 
sq kms. population: 606,900. capital: Wash¬ 
ington. 

distrust [dis'trAst] o n the feeling that one 
cannot trust somebody or something □ They 
have a deep distrust of the police, o vt [person, 

motive, method] to feel distrust of <sb/sthg> 
□ It's not that I distrust his motives, but... 

distrustful [dis'trAstfl] adj to be distrustful of 
sb/sthg to distrust sb/sthg □ I'm still distrustful 
of his motives. 

disturb [di'st3irb] vt -1. [person, concentration] to 
interrupt <sb/sthg> by making a noise or 
causing problems; [person, baby] to wake 
<sb> up when they need to sleep □ I'm sorry 
to disturb you, but could I have a word? □ 'Do not 
disturb. -2. [person) to upset and worry <sb> 
a lot □ It disturbs me greatly to know that he 
was lying. -3. [branches, sand, papers] to cause 
<sthg> to change its position □ There was no 
wind to disturb the trace of his footsteps in the 
sand. -4. [peace and quiet, calm] to spoil <the 
silence> □ Not a whisper disturbed the silence in 
the great round reading room. 

disturbance [di'staybans] « -1. [in public] a fight 
or noisy argument in public, usually involv¬ 
ing several people □ Local residents reported a 
disturbance in the park. -2. disturbance of the 

peace the crime of being violent in public 
(legal use). -3. [in a person] mental upset lead¬ 
ing to behavior that is not normal □ severe 
emotional disturbance in childhood. 

disturbed [di'stai-bd] adj -1. [child] who suffers 
from a mental illness, especially one caused 
by something unpleasant that has happened 
to them; [childhood, behavior] that is typical of 
a person in this state □ She became emotional¬ 
ly disturbed. -2. [person! who feels worried 
and upset □ / was disturbed to hear he had not 
been attending school. 

disturbing [di 'st3:rbir)] adj [news, thought, 

photograph] that is worrying and upsetting □ 
It's disturbing to see the number of young wom¬ 
en who smoke. 

disunity [,drs'juinsti] n lack of agreement and 
cooperation among people, 

disuse [dis'juis] « to fall into disuse [building, 

regulation, custom] to stop being used, usually 
over a long period, because it is no longer 
needed □ The factory had gradually fallen into 
disuse. 

disused [,dis'ju:zd] adj [factory, railroad, mine] 

that is no longer used □ The performance was 
staged in a disused warehouse. 

ditch [ditj] on a long channel dug into the 
ground beside a road or field, usually to al¬ 
low water to flow away, o vt (informal use) 

-1. [boyfriend, girlfriend, wife] to end one's rela¬ 
tionship with <a partner> □ He just ditched 
his girlfriend because he was going away. 
-2. [plan, proposal] to stop considering <sthg> 
□ The council have finally ditched their plans to 
build a golf course there. -3. [car, garbage] to get 
rid of <sthg that one no longer wants> by 
leaving it somewhere. 

dither [‘dictor] vi to hesitate and waste time 
because one is confused or unable to decide 
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what to do □ Stop dithering and make up your 
mind! 

ditto [’ditou] adv -1. a word used to refer to a 
thing that has just been mentioned, to avoid 
repeating it. It can be represented in writing 
by the symbol (") written under the word 
that is being repeated □ Red wine: 2 bottles; 
white wine: ditto. -2. a word used to express 
agreement (informal use) □ "I'm in favor of leav¬ 
ing. " — "Ditto." 

diuretic [US .daijs'retik, GB -ju-] n a substance 
or drug that makes people urinate more, 

diva ['diiva] {pi divas) n a female opera star, 

divan [di'vaen] n a long, low, soft seat with no 
back or arms. 

divan bed n a bed that has a thick base un¬ 
der the mattress and no frame or springs, 

dive [daiv] (US ft dived or dove, pp dived, GB 
pt & pp dived) o vi -1. [into water] to jump 
headfirst into water with one’s arms 
stretched out; [bird, airplane, fish] to go down 
headfirst; [submarine] to leave the surface and 
go underwater □ Sally dived from the bank into 
the canal. -2. [underwater] to swim underwater 
using special breathing apparatus to go 
diving. -3. [into a place] to jump or move 
quickly, usually in order to catch or avoid 
something □ She dived after the child as it ran 
into the road. □ V\/e dived into a doorway to get 
out of the rain. -4. [into a bag] to put one’s 
hands quickly into a bag, cupboard etc in 
order to find something □ Simon dived into the 
cupboard and brought out a large can of beans. 
o n -1. [of a person, submarine, bird] the act of 
diving □ She made a sudden dive for the door. 
-2. a bar or club that has a bad reputation 
(informal and disapproving use), 

dive-bomb vt [plane] to move downward sud¬ 
denly and drop bombs on <people, a city> 
etc. 

diver ['darv3r] n a person who works or ex¬ 
plores underwater using special equipment 
for breathing. 

diverge [dai'v3:rd3[ vi -1. [opinions, interests, 
statements] to be or become different □ His 
account of the accident diverges from mine in sig¬ 
nificant details. □ At this point our interests di¬ 
verge. -2. [roads, paths] to separate into two 
and go in different directions, 

divergence [dai'v3:rd33ns] n [of opinions, inter¬ 
ests] see diverge □ There is no divergence be¬ 
tween his views and mine. 

divergent [dai'v3:rd33nt] adj [opinions, attitudes] 
that diverge from each other, 

diverse [dai'v3:rs] adj [opinions, topics, national¬ 
ities] that are very different from one anoth¬ 
er □ The guests included people as diverse as 
politicians and hairdressers. □ people from diverse 
backgrounds. 

diversification [dai,v3:rs3f3'keij'n] n: see diversi¬ 

fy 

diversify [dai'v3:rs3fai] {pt & pp diversified) 

o vt [company, manager] to introduce <new 
products, services> etc in order to increase 
business, o vi: Many farmers are now diversify¬ 
ing into new areas such as tourism. 

diversion [dai'v3:rJn] n -1. [from an activity] an 
action or event that turns people’s attention 
away from what they should be doing or 
noticing □ The incident provided an amusing di¬ 
version from the day's business. -2. GB [of traffic] 

a special route that is made for traffic be¬ 
cause the usual route is closed. -3. [of funds, 

resources, a river] see divert, 

diversionary [us dai'v3:r33neri, gb -'v3:fn3ri] * 
adj [tactic, bid] that is intended to turn peo¬ 
ple’s attention away from something more 
important □ This is just a diversionary tactic on 
the part of the government. 

diversity [dai'v3:rs3ti] n a range of many dif¬ 
ferent people or things □ The area boasts a 
huge diversity of plant life. 

divert [dai'v3:rt] vt -1. [traffic, river] to change 
the usual direction of <sthg> □ All flights are 
being diverted to Hartford. -2. [funds, resources] 

to use <money> for a purpose different 
from the one originally intended □ Funds will 
be diverted away from schools to the universities. 
-3. to divert sb or sb's attention to deliberate¬ 
ly turn sb’s attention away from what they 
should be doing or noticing □ The festival was 
intended to divert people's attention from the 
damage caused by the fire. -4. to divert sb to 
amuse sb by giving them entertainment of 
some kind. 

divest [dai vest] vt: to divest sb/sthg of sthg [of 

their role, importance] to take sthg away from 
sb/sthg (formal use). ■ to divest oneself of 
sthg [of a feeling, idea, responsibility] to get rid 
of sthg. 

divide [ds'vaid] o vt -1. [one's money, work, 

time] to break <sthg> up into parts and give 
some to one person or activity and some to 
another □ He divided his property between or 
among his three children. □ She divides her time 
between New York and Barcelona. □ Divide the 
money with your brother. -2. [area, house, book] 

to split <sthg> up into smaller parts □ Let's 
divide the class into two groups. -3. geography 
to form a boundary between <two places> 
□ The Pyrenees divide France from Spain. 
-4. math to calculate how many times bigger 
one number is than another □ 15 divided by 3 
equals 5. -5. [question, controversy, law] to 
make <people> disagree □ The party is divided 
on this issue. 
o vi -1. [road, river, branch] to separate into 
two or more parts □ The river divides in two 
around an island. -2. [group, class] to form 
smaller groups, which sometimes disagree 
with each other □ The nation divides into two 
camps on the issue of capital punishment, 

o tt a difference or disagreement that breaks 
up a large group of people into smaller 
groups □ the North-South divide between rich 
and poor countries. 

♦ divide up vt sep [one's money, work, time] = 
divide. 

divided [ds'vaidsd] adj [people, nation, meeting] 

that has separated into groups that disagree 
with each other. ■ to have divided loyalties 
to be unsure who one should be loyal to □ 
My loyalties were divided between my company 
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and my sense of justice. ■ opinions are divided 

over sthg people have different opinions 
about sthg. 

dividend ['dividend] w -1. an unexpected ben¬ 
efit □ Politicians speak of a peace dividend now 
that we do not need to spend so much on de¬ 
fense. n to pay dividends to produce benefits 
at a later time □ The long nights of studying 
paid dividends when it came to the exams. -2. 
finance a payment from company profits to 
each of the company's shareholders, 

dividers [d3'vaidarz] ttpl a tool used by drafts¬ 
men for measuring lines, angles etc, consist¬ 
ing of two metal pieces with points at one 
end and joined at the other □ a pair of divid¬ 
ers. 

dividing line [da'vaidir)-] n something that 
marks the boundary between two different 
ideas or principles, e.g. between right and 
wrong or reality and fiction □ There's a fine 
dividing line between being patriotic and being 
downright bigoted. 

divine [da'vam] o adj -1. [being, inspiration, wor¬ 

ship] that is connected with or has the qual¬ 
ities of a god □ divine retribution. -2. [meal, 

weather] that one thinks is very good (old- 
fashioned and informal use) □ Her blueberry pie 
is absolutely divine! o vt -1. [fact, meaning, the 

future] to guess <sthg> (literary use) □ / divine 
from your comments that you don't agree. 
-2. [underground water, mineral] to look for or 
find <sthg> using a stick of wood in the 
shape of a “Y”. 

diving ['daivir)] n -1. the sport or activity of 
jumping headfirst into water with one’s 
arms stretched out. -2. the sport or activity 
of swimming underwater using special 
equipment for breathing, 

diving board rt a raised platform from which 
people can dive into a swimming pool, 

diving suit « a piece of clothing made of rub¬ 
ber or plastic, worn by divers to keep warm 
or for protection. 

divinity [ds'vinati] (pi divinities) n -1. [of a god] 

the state of being a god □ belief in Christ's 
divinity. -2. education the study of religion, 
especially Christianity. -3. [of a tribe, people, 

religion] a god or goddess □ one of several Hin¬ 
du divinities. 

divisible [da'vizabl] adj math to be divisible by 

a number to be able to be divided by anoth¬ 
er number into smaller whole numbers that 
are all the same □ 35 is divisible by 7. 

division [d3'vi3n] n -1. [of a country, object] the 
act of separating or breaking something up 
into smaller parts; [between places, objects] 

something that separates one thing from an¬ 
other □ The division of Europe into countries is 
the result of its complicated history. □ This wall 
marks the division between our land and theirs. 
-2. [of work, money] the way in which some¬ 
thing, e.g. work, responsibilities, or money, 
is divided up and shared out □ They argued 
over the division of the spoils. -3. math the act 
of dividing numbers; the method used to di¬ 
vide numbers. -4. [between people] a strong 
disagreement between two or more groups 

of people □ The country has a history of strife 
and division among its ethnic groups. -5. [of a 
company] an important department, smaller 
company etc that operates on its own as 
part of a large company or organization □ 
the company's engineering division. -6. sport a 
group of teams that forms part of a larger 
league, especially in soccer. -7. military one 
of the sections that an army is divided into. 
-8. politics a vote for or against something 
in the British parliament. Those who are 
voting in favor of a proposed law go to one 
division lobby, and those voting against it 
go to another. 

division bell n the division bell politics the 
bell that is rung to warn MPs in the British 
parliament that there is going to be a divi¬ 
sion. 

division lobby « politics one of the two 
places where MPs in the British parliament 
go in order to vote in a division, 

division sign n math a symbol (-e) used be¬ 
tween two numbers to indicate that the first 
number is to be divided by the second num¬ 
ber. 

divisive [ds'vaisiv] adj [policy, issue, influence] 
that produces disagreement among a group 
of people □ Holding down public-sector pay 
while the private sector enjoys a healthy increase 
is bound to be divisive. 

divorce [d3'vo:rs] o n the official and legal 
ending of a marriage □ The marriage ended in 
divorce. □ a divorce settlement, o vt 
-1. [husband, wife] to legally end one’s mar¬ 
riage to <sb> □ He divorced her on the grounds 
of adultery. -2. [idea, activity] to consider 
<sthg> to be completely separate from 
something else □ It's difficult to divorce one's 
personal feelings from this case. 

divorced [ds'vodst] adj -1. [man, woman] who 
is no longer married □ He's been divorced 
since 1992. -2. to be divorced from sthg [from 

a subject, the truth] to be different and com¬ 
pletely separate from sthg □ Her ideas are 
utterly divorced from reality. 

divorcee [US d3,vo:r'sei, GB di.vDi'si:] n a person 
who is divorced. 

divot ['divst] n a piece of grass and earth that 
is dug out of the ground when a player hits 
the ball in golf. 

divulge [dai'vAktyl vt [secret, information, plan] to 
let other people know <sthg that has been 
secret> □ / can now divulge (that) they were 
married last week. 

Dixie ['diksi] a name used to refer to the 
Southern states of the USA. 

Dixieland ['diksilaend] o « a type of jazz music 
that originally came from New Orleans, o adj: 
a Dixieland rhythm. 

DIY (abbr of do-it-yourself) n GB the activity of 
improving the appearance of one’s home 
and repairing things in it oneself, without 
skilled help □ a DIY store. 

dizziness f'dizinss] « the feeling one has 
when one is dizzy □ / have been suffering from 
headaches and dizziness lately. 
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dizzy ['dizi] (cotnpar dizzier, superl dizziest) adj 
-1. [person] who feels unsteady or confused, 
e.g. because they are looking down from a 
great height or have been turning around 
quickly □ The blow made me feel dizzy. □ a diz¬ 
zy spell. -2. [height, speed] that makes one feel 
dizzy. 

DJ n -1. txbbr of disc jockey. -2. GB abbr of din¬ 
ner jacket. 

DJIA n abbr of Dow Jones Industrial Average. 

dl abbr of deciliter. 

DLit(t) [dii'lit] (abbr of Doctor of Letters) n GB a 
postgraduate degree in literature; a person 
who has this degree. 

DM abbr of Deutschmark. 

DMA (abbr of direct memory access) n a direct 
link between a piece of computer equip¬ 
ment, e.g. a printer, and a computer’s main 
memory. 

DMus [dii'mAz] {abbr of Doctor of Music) tt a 
postgraduate degree in music; a person who 
has this degree. 

DMV n abbr of Department of Motor Vehicles. 

DMZ n abbr of demilitarized zone. 

DIMA {abbr of deoxyribonucleic acid) n the 
chemical in the cells of living things that 
carries genetic information. 

do1 abbr of ditto. 

do2 [du:] {ft did, pp done, pi dos or do's [du:z]) 

o aux vb -1. used in negative sentences □ 
Don't leave it there. □ / didn't want to see him. 
-2. used in questions n Does she know you're 
here? □ What did he want? □ When do you think 
she'll come? -3. used in question tags □ You 
speak Italian, don't you? □ / surprised you, didn't 
I? -4. used to refer back to a previous verb □ 
She reads more than I do. □ "I don't smoke." — 
"Neither do I." -5. used for emphasis □ You're 
wrong, I DO know him. □ Do sit down. □ Oh do 
shut up! □ If you do decide to come, let me 
know. 
o vt -1. to perform <an activity or task> □ It 
took her minutes to do the crossword.. □ Yester¬ 
day I did something that I'd never done before, m 
do as you're told! do what you have been 
told to do! -2. to perform <some regular ac- 
tivity> □ It's your turn to do the cooking/ 
cleaning. -3. what do you do? what is your 
job? □ What does Jill want to do when she 
leaves college? -4. I must do something I must 
try to help or to solve this problem □ We're 
going to have to do something about our over¬ 
draft. □ Is there anything I can do to help? -5. to 
make <sthg> happen a What does this switch 
do? □ / didn't mean to do any damage. ■ to do 
sb good to help sb or make them feel better 
□ / think a long vacation would do you good, ■ it 
didn't do any good it did not help the situa¬ 
tion at all. -6. [physics, art, Spanish] to study 
<sthg> □ She did an MBA at Harvard. □ He's do¬ 
ing a management training course. -7. to travel 
or perform at <a particular speed> □ This car 
can do 200 kph. □ The printer does 50 sheets a 
minute. -8. phrase that will do me that is 
(good) enough for me □ "I can only let you 
have $10 at the moment. Will that do you?" 

o vi -1. to do well/badly to act or perform 
well/badly in an exam, test etc □ He did really 
badly in the interview. □ "How did you do in the 
exam?" — "OK, but I could have done better." ■ 
you would do well to do sthg I advise you to 
do sthg □ You'd do well to forget the whole af¬ 
fair. -2. that will do that is (good) enough □ 
"Will $6 do?" — "Yes, that will do nicely." 
on a large party, dinner, or other formal so¬ 
cial event (informal use) □ They're having a big 
do for their 25th wedding anniversary. 

♦ dos npl dos and don'ts things that some¬ 
body must and must not do in a particular 
situation. 

♦ do away with vt fus to do away with sthg 
[system, method] to put an end to sthg or re¬ 
move it □ It's time to do away with such old- 
fashioned practices. 

♦ do down vt sep GB to do sb down to criti¬ 
cize sb (informal use) □ He's always doing me 
down. 

♦ do for vt fus to be done for to be in a hope¬ 
less situation (informal use) □ If the boss finds 
out, we're done for. 

♦ do in vt sep to do sb in to kill sb deliberate¬ 
ly (informal use). 

♦ do out of vf sep to do sb out of sthg to 
cheat sb so that they lose sthg that they ex¬ 
pected to have (informal use) □ He did me out 
of $500. 

♦ do up vt sep -1. to do sthg up [shoelaces, but¬ 
tons, coatl to fasten sthg □ Your shirt's not 
done up. -2. to do sthg up [house, room, car] to 
repair or improve the appearance of sthg □ 
We've done up the spare bedroom. -3. to do 
sthg up [package, gift] to wrap or tie up sthg 
in paper, string etc □ The box was all done up 
with pink ribbon. 

♦ do with vf fus -1. I could do with a drink I 
need or want a drink □ We could have done 
with some help. -2. I had nothing to do with it 
I was not in any way connected with it. ■ 
it's nothing to do with you it does not con¬ 
cern you. ■ he is or has something to do with 
banking his job is connected with banking. 

♦ do without o vf fus to do without sthg 
[help, car, dishwasher] to succeed in doing 
something or living even though one does 
not have sthg □ / couldn't do without a washing 
machine, o vi: If there's no cream for the straw¬ 
berries, well just have to do without. 

DOA {abbr of dead on arrival) adj an official 
term used to describe somebody who has 
died while being taken to hospital, 

doable [‘dumbl] adj [job, plan] that can be done 
(informal use) □ Well, it’s just about doable in the 
time we have available. 

dob, DOB abbr of date of birth. 

Doberman ['doobarman] (pi Dobermans) « a 
Doberman (pinscher) a large type of dog with 
a square face and pointed ears, often used 
as a guard dog. 

docile [US 'dDsl, GB 'dousail] adj [person, animal] 
that is not aggressive and is easy to control, 

dock [ddc] o k -1. [in a harbor] a part of a har¬ 
bor where ships are loaded, unloaded, and 
repaired □ The ship is in dock. -2. the dock the 
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place in a court of law where the accused 
person sits or stands □ The prisoner stood 
nervously in the dock, o vt to dock sb's wages 
to reduce the amount of money sb is paid, 
usually because they have done something 
wrong, o vi [ship, passenger] to arrive at a 
port by sea □ The ship docked in New York. 

docker ['dDkar] n a person who works at a 
harbor loading and unloading ships, 

docket ['dDkst] n GB a label or ticket sent with 
a package or cargo listing its contents, use, 
owner etc. 

docklands ['dDklandz] npl gb the area around 
the harbor of a town or city. 

♦ Docklands a new housing and office devel¬ 
opment in an area of east London that used 
to be docks. 

dockworker ['dDkw3:rk3r] n = docker. 

dockyard ['dt>kja:rd] n a place where ships are 
built or repaired. 

doctor PdDkt3r] on.j. medicine a person who 
is qualified to treat sick or injured people □ / 
went to see my doctor yesterday about my leg. □ 
/ think we'd better call a doctor, m to go to the 
doctor's to go to the place where a doctor 
works to get medical advice or treatment. 
-2. education [of philosophy, divinity, music] a 
person who has the highest university de¬ 
gree in a particular subject, o vt [results, text, 

photograph] to change <sthg> secretly and 
dishonestly so that it will seem more favor¬ 
able. 

doctorate [’doktarat], doctor's degree « the 
highest university degree, usually given for 
research done over at least three years □ a 
doctorate in political science. 

doctrinaire fdoktra'nea'] adj [person] who has 
views that they refuse to change in any way 
despite all arguments and practical difficul¬ 
ties (disapproving use). 

doctrine [’doktrin] n a belief or set of beliefs 
that is accepted as true by a religion, politi¬ 
cal party etc □ Christian/Marxist doctrine. 

docudrama [US ’dokjodraema, GB -jodraima] {pi 
docudramas) n a television play that tells a 
true story. 

document fdokjamant] o n a paper, set of pa¬ 
pers, book etc that contains official evidence 
or information □ travel documents, including 
passport and visa, o vt [event, situation, life] to 
record all the facts about <sthg important> 
in writing, pictures, film etc o There are only 
three documented cases of the disease. 

documentary [.dDkja'mentari] {pi documen¬ 
taries) o adj [evidence, proof] that depends on 
or consists of recorded factual information 
rather than opinion, guessing etc □ We will 
need some documentary evidence if the case is 
to stand up in court, o n a TV program, radio 
program, or movie that gives factual infor¬ 
mation. 

documentation [.dDkjamen'teiJh] n documents 
that give evidence or proof of something □ 
He was unable to provide any documentation to 
support his claim. 

DOD {abbr of Department of Defense) « the US 

dogfight 

government department responsible for the 
armed forces. 

doddering ['dodang], doddery ['dDdari] adj [old 

person] who is weak and unsteady on their 
feet (informal and disapproving use). 

dodge [dDd3] o n a clever trick to avoid hav¬ 
ing to do something (informal use) □ a tax 
dodge, o vt -1. [car, stone, person] to move 
suddenly to one side or downward to avoid 
being hit or caught by <sb/sthg> □ I've had 
enough of dodging bullets in various guerrilla 
wars. -2. [taxes, responsibility, question] to 
avoid <sthg> in a dishonest or dishonorable 
way □ Mr Rossi accused Senator Moore of dodg¬ 
ing the issue, o vi to move suddenly to one 
side or downward to avoid being hit, 
caught, or seen o Barry had to dodge to avoid 
the car. 

Dodgem™ ['dDd33m] n the Dodgems GB a 
fairground ride consisting of small electric 
cars that can bump into each other without 
causing damage. 

doe [dou] n -1. a female deer. -2. a female 
rabbit. 

DOE « -1. {abbr of Department of Energy) the 
DOE the US government department respon¬ 
sible for energy. -2. {abbr of Department of 
the Environment) the DOE the British govern¬ 
ment department responsible for local gov¬ 
ernment, housing, city planning, protection 
of the countryside, and anti-pollution laws, 

doer ['du:ar[ n a person who gets things done 
quickly without wasting time (informal use) □ 
I want a doer, not a complainer! 

does [stressed dxz, unstressed doz] vb —» do. 

doesn't [’dAznt] = does not. 

dog [dog] {pt & pp dogged [dogd], cont dog¬ 
ging) On-1. a very common animal that is 
kept as a pet or used to guard places, keep 
sheep together, or for hunting □ my pet dog. 
■ it's a dog's life a phrase used to say that 
life is very difficult or unpleasant (informal 
use). ■ to go to the dogs to develop into 
something bad or worse (informal use) □ The 
company is going to the dogs. -2. US a hot dog. 
o vt -1. [person] to follow <sb> closely and 
without giving up □ He dogged Mary's foot¬ 
steps all the way to the entrance of her apart¬ 
ment. -2. [problems, misfortune] to affect <a 
person, career, event> etc in a continuous 
way □ The whole enterprise was dogged by bad 
luck from the start. 

dog biscuit n a biscuit for dogs. 

dog collar n -1. [on a dog] a collar placed 
around the neck of a dog which a leash can 
be attached to. -2. [on a priest] a white collar 
worn by Christian priests (informal use). 

dog-eared [-iard] adj [book, page] that is in bad 
condition because the corners have been 
bent over a lot. 

dog-end n GB the part of a cigarette that is 
left after it has been smoked (informal use). 

dogfight ['dogfait] n -1. [between planes] a fight 
between fighter planes in the sky. -2. [be¬ 

tween dogs] a fight between two dogs, espe- 
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dally an illegal fight organized as a sport on 
which bets are placed. 

dogfish I'dDgfiJ] (pi dogfish) n a small Euro¬ 
pean shark with spots on its skin, 

dog food n food for dogs, especially meat 
sold in cans. 

dogged [’dogid] adj [resistance, refusal] that 
shows determination to continue although 
the situation is very difficult □ He shared a 
dogged determination to win. 

doggone 1'dDgDn], doggoned ['dogond] adj us 
a word used to show that one is annoyed or 
surprised (informal use) Q a doggone waste of 
time. 

doggy 1'dDgi] (pi doggies) n a dog (used by chil¬ 

dren). 

doggy bag n a bag, box etc that one is given 
in a restaurant for food that one has not fin¬ 
ished, so that one can eat it later at home, 

dogma [’dDgma] « a belief or rule that people are 
not allowed to question □ religious dogma. 

dogmatic [dog'maetik] adj [person] who is con¬ 
vinced they are right and does not listen to 
other ideas □ She believed in her policies, to the 
point of being dogmatic. □ a dogmatic belief/idea. 

do-gooder [-’godar] n a person who tries to 
help people with problems but who one 
thinks is interfering or naive, 

dog paddle, doggy paddle n a way of 
swimming, often used by people learning to 
swim, in which the whole head stays above 
the water and the arms and legs move 
quickly up and down close to the body, 

dogsbody [’dogzbt>dr] (pi dogsbodies) n GB a 
person who does unskilled and boring jobs 
for somebody (informal use), 

dog tag n a small disk worn by a soldier so 
that people will know who he is if he is 
killed or injured. 

DOH (abbr of Department of Health) n the DOH 
the British government department respon¬ 
sible for health care for the public and the 
National Health Service, 

doing [’dung] n is this your doing? did you do 
this? 

♦ doings npl activities that one does at a par¬ 
ticular time □ She was constantly telling us sto¬ 
ries of Mary's marvelous doings. 

do-it-yourself n —> DIY. 
doldrums [’douldramz] npl to be in the dol¬ 

drums [person] to feel depressed and without 
energy; [business, economy, market] to be un¬ 
successful because there is little activity, 

dole [dool] (informal use) n in Britain and Aus¬ 
tralia, the money paid to unemployed peo¬ 
ple by the state. ■ to be on the dole to get 
dole money in regular payments □ Thousands 
more will be forced to join the dole queue. 

♦ dole out vt sep to dole sthg out [food, money] 

to give sthg in fixed amounts to all the peo¬ 
ple in a group. 

doleful [’doulfl] adj [look, voice] unhappy, 

doll [dDl] n a small model of a person, espe¬ 
cially of a female, used as a toy by children, 

dollar [’dDbr] n -1. the standard unit of money 

in the USA, Australia, and some other coun¬ 
tries □ It cost fifty dollars. □ How many dollars to 
the pound? -2. a bill or coin with the value of 
one dollar □ He handed me two dollars. □ a dol¬ 

lar bill. 
dolled up [,dDld-] adj to be dolled up [woman] 

to be wearing make-up and attractive 
clothes, usually for a special occasion (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Where are you going all dolled up like 

that? 
dollhouse [’dolhaus] us, doll's house gb « a 

toy house that contains small dolls and toy 
furniture. 

dollop [’dDlap] n a large spoonful of soft food, 
e.g. ice cream or mashed potato, 

doll's house n GB = dollhouse. 

dolly [’doll] (pi dollies) n -1. a doll (used by chil¬ 
dren). -2. cinema & tv a small platform with 
wheels that is used to move a TV or movie 
camera. 

dolphin [’dDlfin] n a sea mammal with a long 
nose and mouth that swims in groups and 
often seems friendly to people, 

domain [dou’mein] n -1. [of study] the area of 
interest or responsibility of somebody or 
something □ This problem lies outside the do¬ 
main of ordinary science. -2. [of a ruler] the land 
ruled or controlled by a person or govern¬ 
ment. 

dome [doom] n the rounded roof of a building 
or room. 

Domesday Book [’du:mzdei-] n the Domesday 
Book a survey of all the land in England, 
giving details of ownership, size, value etc. 
It was carried out in 1086. 

domestic [da’mestik] o adj -1. [policy, flight, 

production] that is connected with a particu¬ 
lar country and does not involve other 
countries; that is not international □ There is 
good news on the domestic front. □ domestic 
sales. -2. [chore, water supply, violence] that is 
connected with a family and their home □ 
'For domestic use only.' -3. [person] who en¬ 
joys home life □ He's very domestic — he does 
all the cooking and cleaning. -4. [animal] that is 
tame and is kept as a pet in a home or on a 
farm □ the domestic cat. o n a servant in a 
house. 

domestic appliance n an electrical device de¬ 
signed to be used in a house, e.g. a vacuum 
cleaner or refrigerator. 

domesticated [da’mestakeitad] adj -1. [animal] 
that is no longer wild and is kept as a pet or 
on a farm. -2. [person] who is used to home 
life (humorous use). 

domesticity [.doume’stisati] « the state of liv¬ 
ing at home with one’s family; a love of this 
kind of life. 

domestic science n the school subject that 
deals with the work that needs to be done 
in a house, e.g. cooking and sewing, 

domicile [’domasail] n the place where a per¬ 
son lives (formal use). 

dominance [’domanans] n -1. [of a person, coun¬ 

try] power and influence that a person, 
nation etc has over another □ Russia's domi- 
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nance in Eastern Europe. -2. [of a system, idea] 

influence that a system, idea etc has over all 
others in a particular field. 

dominant ['dDmanant] adj -1. [idea, group] that 
is the most important or powerful □ The 
dominant literary influence at that time was Jean- 
Paul Sartre. -2. [color, feature] that is the most 
noticeable □ The dominant mood is one of 
gloom. -3. [personality, person] that tries to 
control or influence other people □ a very 
dominant woman. 

dominate ['dDmsneit] vt -1. [event, situation] to 
have the most important place or role in 
<sthg> □ The news is dominated this week by 
events in the Far East. -2. [country] to have 
control over <a person or place> n For years 
they were dominated by their more powerful 
neighbors. -3. [building] to be taller than 
<sthg>; [town, area] to be the tallest thing in 
<a place> □ The square is dominated by the 
enormous Renaissance palace in its center. 

dominating ['dDmsneitiri] adj [person, personal¬ 

ity] that tries to control or influence other 
people. 

domination [,dDmi'neiJ'n| n: see dominate □ Ja¬ 
pan's domination of or over world markets. 

domineering [.dDms'niarig] adj [person] who 
tries to control other people by telling them 
what to think, do etc □ He has a very domi¬ 
neering personality. 

Dominica [dD'miniks] a country in the eastern 
Caribbean, size: 751 sq kms. population: 

100,000 (Dominicans). capum: Roseau, lan¬ 

guage: English, currency: East Caribbean 
dollar. 

Dominican Republic [ds.miniksn-]: the Do¬ 
minican Republic a country in the Caribbean, 
situated in the eastern part of the island of 
Hispaniola, size: 48,400 sq kms. population: 

7,300,000 (Dominicans). capital: Santo Do¬ 
mingo. language: Spanish, currency: Do¬ 
minican peso. 

dominion [ds'minjan] n -1. the authority and 
power of a ruler or government □ Your gov¬ 
ernment has no dominion over the islands. 
-2. the land under the control of a ruler or 
government □ one of the Empire's many domin¬ 
ions. 

domino ['dmnanou] {pi dominoes) « a small 
rectangular block of wood or plastic divided 
into two halves, each marked with a num¬ 
ber of spots. 

♦ dominoes npl a game in which players try 
to place their dominoes next to other domi¬ 
noes that have the same number of spots, 

domino effect n a situation in which one bad 
thing that happens makes several other 
things happen one after the other, 

don [dnn] (pt & pp donned, cont donning) o n 
GB a teacher at a university, especially at 
Oxford or Cambridge, o vt [hat, coat] to put 
on <a piece of clothing>. 

Donald Duck [.donld'dAk] a cartoon character 
representing a duck that appears in many 
movies by Walt Disney, 

donate [dou'neit] vt [money, clothes, blood] to 

give <sthg> to a charity or other organiza¬ 
tion to help other people □ He donates a tenth 
of his income to charity. 

donation [dou'neijn] n something, e.g. money 
or food, that is donated □ Would you like to 
make a donation? 

done [dAn] o past participle of do. o adj -1. to 
be done [work, job] to be finished; [person] to 
have finished something; [food, meat] to be 
cooked and ready to eat □ "Have you fin¬ 
ished? — "No, but I'm almost done." □ Aren't 
those potatoes done yet? -2. it's not the done 
thing it's not socially acceptable, o ex cl a 
word used to show that one agrees on a 
price, deal etc with somebody else □ "I'll give 
you half now and the rest later." — "OK, done!" 

Donegal [,drmi'go:l] a county in the northwest 
of the Irish Republic, on the Atlantic, size: 
4,830 sq kms. population: 129,428. adminis¬ 
trative CENTER: Lifford. 

Don Juan [,don'wa:n] a character who seduces 
many women and who appears in several 
poems, plays, and operas. 

donkey ['dogki] {pi donkeys) n an animal with 
long ears that looks like a small horse, 

donkey jacket n GB a short thick coat, worn 
especially by workmen. 

donkeywork ['dogkiw3:rk] n GB work that one 
finds hard and uninteresting (informal use) □ / 
have to do all the donkeywork around here. 

donor l'dounar] n -1. [of blood] a person who 
gives blood or a body organ for the medical 
treatment of another person □ a kidney/blood 
donor. -2. [of money] a person who gives 
money, clothes etc to help other people a an 
anonymous donor. 

donor card n a card carried by a person that 
says they want their organs to be used in 
transplants after their death. 

Don Quixote [.dmi'kwiksat] a character in the 
novel Don Quixote de la Mancha (1605) by 
Cervantes. He thinks he is a romantic hero 
and does many foolish things, such as at¬ 
tacking windmills because he thinks they 
are monsters, 

don't [doont] = do not. 

doodle [’du:dl] o n a picture or pattern one 
draws because one is bored or is thinking 
about something else, o vi to draw doodles, 

doom [du:m] n something very bad that hap¬ 
pens to somebody and that they cannot 
avoid, especially death □ an overriding sense 
of doom n The news was all doom and gloom. 

doomed [du:md] adj [plan, mission, person] that 
is certain to end in failure, death, or disaster 
□ The scheme was doomed to failure/doomed to 
fail right from the start. 

doona [’dums] n US & AUS [on a bed] = comfort¬ 
er. 

door [do:r] n -1. a flat piece of wood, metal, 
glass etc that is attached to an opening in a 
building, room, car, piece of furniture etc, 
that can be opened or closed so that people 
can get in or out, or get something in or out 
□ The door was open/closed. □ Don't forget to 
lock the door behind you! □ Suddenly there was a 
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knock on the door. □ There must be somebody at 
the door. ■ to open the door to sthg [to suc¬ 

cess, prosperity] to make sthg possible □ / II 
show or see you to the door. -2. = doorway □ / 
came in through the door. 

doorbell ['do:rbel] « a bell at the entrance to a 
building that visitors ring to tell the people 
inside that they are there □ There was a ring 

at the doorbell. 

doorhandle ['do:rhsendl] n a handle on a door 
that is turned to open and close the door, 

doorknob ['doihrob] n a round handle on a 
door that is pushed or pulled to open and 
close the door. 

doorknocker ['do:rnt>kaT] n a metal object that 
is attached to a door by a hinge and is used 
by visitors to knock at the door, 

doorman ['dolman] (pi doormen [-man]) « a 
man whose job is to help visitors when they 
arrive at hotels, office buildings, theaters etc. 

doormat ['dodmaet] « -1. a mat placed near a 
door for people to wipe their shoes on 
when they enter. -2. a person who one 
thinks is weak because they allow them¬ 
selves to be treated badly by other people, 

doorstep ['do:rstep] « a step outside a front 
door or a back door. 

doorstop ['do:rstDp] h a device or object used 
to stop a door from closing, 

door-to-door adj [selling, survey] that involves 
going to every house in an area and speak¬ 
ing to the people there □ a door-to-door sales¬ 
man. 

doorway ['do;rwei] tt an entrance to a room or 
building that can be closed by a door □ Don't 
stand in the doorway, come in! 

dope [doup] On-1. cannabis (drugs slang). 
-2. a person who one thinks is stupid (infor¬ 
mal use), o vt to give a drug to <a person or 
animal> in order to affect their performance 
or behavior (informal use), 

dope test n a test carried out on the urine or 
blood of a person or animal in a sporting 
competition to make sure they have not 
taken or been given illegal drugs, 

dopey ['doupi] (compar dopier, super! dopiest) 
adj (informal use) -1. to feel dopey to feel not 
completely awake. -2. [person] who is stupid, 

dormant ['dormant] adj -1. [volcano] that is not 
active, but may become active in the future. 
-2. [idea, plan, law] that still exists but is not 
used or applied □ The idea had lain dormant for 
many years. 

dormer (window) ['do:rmar-] n a vertical win¬ 
dow in a sloping roof, 

dormice ['do:rmais] plural of dormouse, 

dormitory [US 'doirmatoiri, GB 'doimatri] (pi 
dormitories) n -1. [at a school] a large room, 
especially in a boarding school, containing 
several beds for sleeping. -2. US [at a college, 

camp] a building at a college or camp where 
people live and sleep. 

dormitory town n GB a town outside a larger 

town or city from which large numbers of 

people travel to work every day. 

Dormobile™ ['doibnabid] n GB a kind of van 
that people can live and sleep in while they 

travel. 

dormouse ['daifnaus] (pi dormice) n a small 
field mouse with a furry tail that hibernates 

in winter. 

Dors abbr of Dorset. 

Dorset ['dodsst] n a county in southwestern 
England, on the English Channel, size: 2,654 
sq kms. population: 655,700. administrative 

center: Dorchester. 

DOS [dt>s] (abbr of disk operating system) n a 
program that loads itself automatically 
when a computer is switched on. It lets the 
user operate the computer, and use other 
software □ It runs on DOS. 

dosage [‘dousid3] « the right amount of a 
drug or medicine that one must take at par¬ 

ticular times. 

dose [dous] on-1. [of medicine, a drug] a meas¬ 
ured amount of something taken at one 
time □ What's the correct dose for adults? 
-2. [of flu] an amount or period of some¬ 
thing, especially something unpleasant □ / 
caught a dose of food poisoning, o vt to give 
medicine to <sb> □ He dosed himself with 
medicine and went to bed. 

Dos Passos [US dous'paesous, GB dDs'paesDs], 
John (1896-1970) a US writer whose best- 
known work is a collection of three novels 
called 17. S. A 

doss [dDs] ♦ doss down vi GB to sleep in a 
place that is uncomfortable and is not one’s 
usual bed (informal use). 

dossier ['dosiei] n a file containing papers or 
documents about a particular person or sub¬ 
ject. 

Dostoyevsky [us .dosta'jefski, GB -oi'ef-], Fyo¬ 
dor (1821-1881) a Russian novelist whose 
books show a great understanding of human 
behavior and had a strong influence on 
20th-century literature. His major works are 
Crime and Punishment and The Brothers 
Karamazov. 

dot [dot] (pt & pp dotted, cont dotting) on-1, 
[on material] a small round mark □ a blue fabric 
with white dots. -2. [on a page] a symbol (•) 
used in punctuation, mathematics, and mu¬ 
sic. o vt -1. to be dotted over an area to be 
scattered over a wide area □ We have 
branches dotted all over the country. -2. to be 
dotted with sthg [with trees, houses] to have a 
lot of sthg in different places all over it □ 
The hills were dotted with trees. 

♦ on the dot adv [arrive, leave] exactly on time 
or at the time stated (informal use) □ We left 
at three o'clock on the dot. 

DOT (abbr of Department of Transportation) n 
the DOT the US government department re¬ 
sponsible for transportation, 

dotage ['doutid3] n to be in one's dotage to be 
old, so that one is weak and one’s mind is 
slow. 

dote [dout] ♦ dote on vt fus to dote on sb to 
love sb very much, often so much that one 
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is thought to be stupid or weak □ He abso¬ 
lutely dotes on his granddaughter. 

doting ['dootirj] adj [mother, husband] who 
dotes on somebody. 

dot-matrix printer n a printer used with a 
computer in which the shape of each char¬ 
acter is formed by a series of dots. 
NOTE: Compare daisywheel printer, 

dotted line [ dDtad-] n a line made up of a se¬ 
ries of dots □ Cut along dotted line. ■ to sign 
on the dotted line to sign a contract or offi¬ 
cial document to show that one agrees to it. 

dotty ['dDti] (compar dottier, super! dottiest) adj 
[person] who one thinks is slightly crazy in 
an amusing way (informal use) □ a wonderfully 
dotty idea. 

double f'dAbl] o adj -1. [episode, murder] that 
includes or is made up of two similar things 
□ Go through the double doors. -2. to have a 
double meaning to have a meaning that can 
be understood in two different ways; [pur¬ 
pose, danger, advantage! that has two parts □ 
Sending him abroad could serve a double pur¬ 
pose. -3. [portion, whiskey) that is twice the 
normal amount or size □ A double gin, please. 
-4. (letter, number] a word used to show that 
a letter or number is repeated, e.g. when 
spelling a word or telling somebody a phone 
number o Apple is spelled with a double "p". 
o adv & predet -1. twice as much □ He asked 
for double the amount. -2. to be seeing double 
to see two of the same thing when there is 
only one thing there. -3. in two equal parts 
□ He folded the sheet double. ■ to be bent dou¬ 
ble to have one’s body bent forward and 
down □ He was bent double with pain. 
o n -1. [an amount] something that is twice 
the amount, size etc of something else □ / 
earn double what I used to. -2. a double an al¬ 
coholic drink that is twice the normal size □ 
Make it a double. -3. sb's double a person who 
looks exactly like sb □ You're the double of 
your mother. -4. cinema a person whose job is 
to take the place of a movie actor in danger¬ 
ous scenes. 
o vt [price, number, figure] to make <sthg> 
twice as large in amount, size etc □ They 
doubled their offer. 
o vi -1. [price, number, figure] Profits have dou¬ 
bled over the last five years. -2. to double as 
sthg to have sthg as a second job, function, 
or use □ The manager doubles as our PR man. □ 
The dining room doubles as a study. 

♦ doubles n a game of tennis, badminton etc 
in which two people play together against 
two other people □ a doubles match. 

♦ double up vt sep to be doubled up in or with 
sthg [in pain, with laughter] to bend one’s body 
because one is in pain or because one is 
laughing. 

double act n a pair of performers, especially 
comedians, who work together, 

double agent n a spy who pretends to work 
for one country, while in fact working for 
that country’s enemy. 

double-barreled us, double-barrelled gb [us 
-‘bersld, GB -’baer-] adj -1. [shotgun, rifle] that 

has two barrels. -2. GB [name, surname] that 
has two surnames joined by a hyphen, 

double bass [-beis] n the largest and the low¬ 
est in pitch of the instruments in the violin 
family. 

double bed n a large bed for two people. 
NOTE: Compare single bed. 

double-breasted [-’brestad] adj [jacket, coat] 
that has two flaps at the front and is closed 
by crossing one side over the other side. 
NOTE: Compare single-breasted, 

double-check o vt [detail, fact, arrangement] to 
check <sthg> again in order to make sure 
that it is correct or safe □ Don't forget to 
double-check the reservation, o vi: I'd better 
double-check. 

double chin n a fold of loose skin under the 
chin that fat people sometimes have, 

double cream n GB thick cream. 
NOTE: Compare single cream, 

double-cross vt to betray <sb> by helping 
their enemies or breaking an agreement, 

double-dealer « a person who betrays or 
tricks somebody. 

double-decker [-'dekar] n a bus with two 
floors. 

double-density adj [disk] that can store twice 
the amount of information that a normal 
disk stores. 

double-dutch n words that one does not 
understand (humorous use) □ It's all double¬ 
dutch to me. 

double-edged f-'ed3d] adj -1. [sword, blade] 
that has two sharp cutting edges. -2. [remark, 
success] that can be either good or bad. 

double entendre [.duiblDn'tDndra] « a word or 
phrase that can be understood in two ways, 
one of which is usually sexual, 

double fault « in tennis, two mistakes made 
one after the other when serving the ball 
that result in the loss of a point, 

double figures npl to be in double figures to 
be any number higher than nine and lower 
than a hundred □ Inflation will soon reach dou¬ 
ble figures. 

double-glazing [-'gleizig] « a system used in 
windows and doors in which there are two 
panes of glass to keep a room warmer and 
quieter. 

double-jointed [-'d3ointad] adj [person] whose 
joints can bend backward and forward fur¬ 
ther than those of most other people, 

double-park vi to park a car next to another 
parked car that is between one’s own car 
and the curb. 

double-quick GB (informal use) o adj extreme¬ 
ly fast; as fast as possible, o adv: Let's get 
out of here double-quick! 

double room n a large bedroom for two peo¬ 
ple in a hotel. 
NOTE: Compare single room, twin room. 

double-sided [-'saidad] adj [disk] that can store 
information on both sides; [tape] that is 
sticky on both sides. 

double standard n an idea about what is 
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right and wrong that is applied to some 
people but not to others, and so is unfair. 

double take n to do a double take to suddenly 
show surprise, shock etc after hearing or 

seeing something. 

double-talk n something that somebody says 
that has two meanings so that it is confus¬ 

ing or deceiving. 

double time « to be on double time to earn 
twice the usual wages for working on week¬ 
ends, public holidays etc. 

double vision n a medical condition caused 
by a head injury or by drinking too much al¬ 
cohol, in which a person sees two images of 
every object. 

double whammy [-'waemi] n two bad things 
that happen to somebody one after the oth¬ 
er (informal use). 

doubly [ dAbli] adv -1. doubly sure/difficult etc 
more sure/difficult etc than usual or than ex¬ 
pected. -2. doubly complicated/important etc 
complicated/important etc for two reasons. 

doubt [daut] on a feeling that something is 
perhaps not true □ They think they've found the 
ideal location, but I have my doubts. □ There's 
some doubt about the final result. ■ there is no 
doubt (that)... it is absolutely certain that... □ 
There's no doubt in my mind that he stole the 
money. ■ to cast doubt on sthg to act or 
speak in a way that makes other people un¬ 
certain about sthg □ This new evidence casts 
doubt on the verdict. • no doubt a phrase used 
when one suspects that something is true □ 
No doubt you're tired after your journey. ■ with¬ 
out (a) doubt certainly. ■ beyond (all) doubt 
definitely □ It has been proved beyond all doubt, 
m to be in doubt [person] to feel unsure about 
something; [result, future] to be uncertain □ / 

am in no doubt that this would have saved his 
life. □ / don't think your job is in doubt, 
o vt -1. [person, somebody's motives, word] to 
have little confidence in <sb/sthg> □ / don't 
doubt his sincerity at all. -2. I doubt it I think 
that it is unlikely □ "Do you think they'll 
agree?" — "/ doubt it." ■ to doubt whether or 

if... to consider it unlikely that... □ / doubt if 
they'll come now. 

doubtful [’dautfl] adj -1. [result, possibility] un¬ 
likely □ "Will he come?" — "It seems doubtful." 
-2. [person, truth, origin] uncertain □ I'm rather 
doubtful about or of their chances of success. 
-3. of doubtful value that is probably worth¬ 
less. ■ of doubtful character that is probably 
dishonest □ an account of doubtful authenticity. 

doubtless [’daotbs] adv almost certainly □ 
Doubtless it will rain tomorrow. 

dough [doo] n -1. a mixture of flour and wa¬ 
ter used to make bread, pastry etc □ Give the 
dough time to rise. -2. money (informal use), 

doughnut ['dounAt] n a small round cake of 
dough cooked in fat and covered in sugar. 

Douglass ['dAgbs], Frederick (1817-1895) a 
former slave who fought against slavery in 
the American Civil War. He later became a 
politician. 

dour [door| adj [person] who shows little hu¬ 

mor and seems unfriendly □ a dour expres¬ 

sion. 

douse [daus] vt -1. [flames, blaze] to put <a 
fire> out with water. -2. [cloth, one's body] to 
pour liquid over <sthg> □ They doused the 
floor with gasoline and then set fire to it. 

dove1 [dAv] n a white bird like a pigeon, often 
used as a symbol of peace. 

dove2 [douv] US past tense of dive. 

dovecot(e) ['dAvkout] n a small structure, 
usually made of wood, for doves and pi¬ 

geons to live in. 

Dover ['douvor] n a port in Kent, England, 
used especially by ferries going to and from 
France, population: 34,000. 

dovetail [’dAvteil] o vf to join <two pieces of 
wood> together using a dovetail joint, o vi 

[arrangements, plans] to fit together neatly □ 
That dovetails nicely with my other duties that 

day. 

dovetail joint n a wedge-shaped joint used in 
carpentry to make two pieces of wood fit 
together. 

dowager ['dau3d33r] n a widow who got a ti¬ 
tle or property from her husband when he 

died. 

dowdy ['daudi] (cornpar dowdier, superl dowdi¬ 
est) adj [piece of clothing] that is not colorful, 
is old-fashioned, and is not attractive; [wom¬ 

an] who wears dowdy clothes and is not in¬ 
teresting. 

Dow Jones [,dau'd3ounz] n the Dow Jones (In¬ 
dustrial Average) a daily list showing the av¬ 
erage of the price of the shares of thirty 
companies sold on the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change. It is used as a guide to how the 
stock market is performing, 

down [daun] o adv -1. to look down to look 
from a higher position toward a lower one, 
or toward the ground □ He bent down and 
whispered in my ear. □ Come down off that lad¬ 
derI □ He was knocked down by a car. m down 
in the valley in the valley below □ They live 
two floors down from us. -2. 21 down the word 
in a crossword written from top to bottom 
and with the number 21. -3. I'm going down 
to the mall I’m going from here to the mall. 
-4. to travel down to the coast to travel south 
from one’s home or another place to the 
coast □ We traveled down to London together. 
-5. prices have gone down prices have be¬ 
come lower □ / have gotten my weight down to 
under 120 pounds. □ That radio's too loud, turn it 
down! -6. to write sthg down to write sthg 
on paper □ Don't worry, it's down in my calen¬ 
dar. 

o prep -1. to run down the hill to run from 
the top to the bottom of the hill □ She came 
down the stairs to meet me. □ Tears ran down 
his face. ■ to fall down a hole to fall into a 
hole. -2. to walk down the street to walk 
along the street □ Guess who I saw coming 
down the path! ■ to go down the river to go 
along the river in the direction of the sea. 

o adj -1. prices are down prices are lower. 
-2. two points down losing by two points □ 
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Fdldo is four strokes down on the leaders -3 to 
feel down to feel a little depressed or unhap¬ 
py (informal use) □ Don't let them get you down! 
-4. to be down [computer system, telephones] 

to be not working because of a temporary 
fault □ / m sorry, all our phones are down at the 
moment. 

o n -1. [on a bird] small soft feathers used to 
fill bed covers, pillows etc; [on a person] 

small soft hairs on the face, arms etc. 
-2. sport first down the first part of a game 
in football. 

o vt -1. [opponent] to knock or hit <sb> to 
the ground. -2. [beer, dinner] to eat or drink 
<sthg> quickly □ He downed his drink quickly 
and left. 

♦ downs npl a region of low, gentle, grassy 
hills. 

♦ down to prep -1. to be down to sb/sthg to 
be the responsibility of sb/sthg □ It's all down 
to you now. -2. correct down to the last detail 
correct including every detail. -3. I am down 
to my last dollar I have only one dollar left. 

♦ down with excl a phrase used to show one 
is against somebody or something □ Down 
with the Government! 

down-and-out o adj [person] who is poor and 
has no home, o n a down-and-out person, 

down-at-heel adj [person] who is badly 
dressed and in poor condition because they 
have little money. 

downbeat ['daunbiit] adj -1. [person, message, 

ending] that feels there is little hope for the 
future. -2. [person] who shows little emotion 
and does not try to attract attention, 

downcast [US 'daunkaest, GB -karst] adj -1. to 
be downcast [person] to be sad and disap¬ 
pointed □ Don't be too downcast about it. 
-2. [eyes] looking toward the ground, be¬ 
cause one is sad, embarrassed, confused etc 
(formal use). 

downer ['daun3r] n -l.v a drug or substance 
that makes one feel calm and sleepy, such 
as a tranquilizer (drugs slang). -2. a depress¬ 
ing event or person (informal use), 

downfall ['daunfodj « sb's downfall the reason 
why sb loses power, money, success etc □ 
Gambling was his downfall. 

downgrade [’daungreid] vt [job, status, role] to 
make <sthg> less important; [employee] to 
give <sb> a less important job. 

downhearted [,daun'ha:rt3d] adj [person] who 
feels sad and discouraged, 

downhill [,daun'hil] o adj -1. [slope, stretch, 

path] that goes downward □ It's mostly down¬ 
hill from here to town. -2. downhill skiing the 
sport of skiing down slopes. ■ downhill skier 
a skier who skies down slopes. -3. phrase it's 
downhill all the way the most difficult part of 
the job, project etc has been completed and 
things will now become easier, o adv 

-1. [run, race, walk] down a slope □ We cycled 
downhill then walked uphill. -2. to go downhill 
[person, career, marriage] to become weaker or 
less successful; [quality, area, hotel] to get 
worse □ His health went downhill rapidly after 
that. □ The place had gone downhill since the 

time I lived there, o n the sport of skiing 
down slopes. 

Downing Street ['daunii)-] n the street in Lon¬ 
don where the British Prime Minister lives. 

W DOWNING STREET 
Number 10 Downing Street is the official 
home of the British Prime Minister, while 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer lives at 
number 11. The term “Downing Street” is 
often used to mean the Prime Minister and 
his officials. 

download ['daonloud] vt to copy or send 
<data, a file, a program> etc from one com¬ 
puter to another □ I'll just download this file 
onto the hard disk. 

down-market o adj [product, restaurant] that is 
cheap and of poor quality, o adv: The area 
has really gone down-market. 

down payment n the first payment, made at 
the time of buying, for something that one 
will pay for over a period of time, 

downplay [,daun'plei] vf [event, situation] to 
make <sthg> seem less important than it re¬ 
ally is. 

downpour ['daimpo:r] n a heavy fall of rain, 

downright ['daunrait] o adj -1. a downright 
lie/insult etc a very clear and upsetting lie/ 
insult etc □ He's a downright cheat! -2. [person] 

who is honest and says immediately what 
they think, o adv downright rude/unfriendly 
very rude/unfriendly □ That's downright insult¬ 
ing! 

downside ['daunsaid] n the aspect of some¬ 
thing that is bad or less useful □ The down¬ 
side of the new offices is that we'll be paying 
more rent. 

downsize [,daon'saiz] vt [company, business, in¬ 

dustry] to make <a business> smaller in size, 
e.g. by firing employees or by selling part of 
it. 

Down's syndrome « a condition that causes 
people to be born with a flat forehead and 
sloping eyes, and to be less intelligent and 
physically developed than normal, 

downstairs [,daun'ste3rz] o adj [apartment, 

room] that is on a lower floor or on the 
ground floor, o adv [come, go, live] to or on a 
lower floor □ "Does Tom live here?" — "No, try 
downstairs." 

downstream [,daun'stri:m] adv [drift, sail, swim] 

in the direction of the current and toward 
the mouth of the river □ The boat floated gen¬ 
tly downstream. 

downtime ['daontaim] n the time during 
which a machine or computer is not work¬ 
ing or being used. 

down-to-earth adj [person, approach, manner] 

practical and realistic □ You'll like her — she's 
very sensible and down-to-earth. 

downtown [.daun'taun] o adj [shop, office] that 
is in the center of a town or city □ downtown 
Moscow, o adv [go, live] to or in the center of 
a town or city □ It's downtown, by the bridge. 

downtrodden ['daontrodn] adj [people, workers] 
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who are treated badly by people in posi¬ 
tions of power. 

downturn ['daunt3:rn] n a decrease in success 
or in the production of something □ a down¬ 
turn in the economy/productivity. 

down under adv [live, go] in or to Australia or 
New Zealand. 

downward ['daunw3rd] o ad] -1. [movement, 
glance] in the direction of the ground. 
-2. [trend, spiral] that is becoming lower or 
less □ the continuing downward spiral in employ¬ 
ment figures, o adv [move, look] into a lower 
position or toward the ground □ The cave ex¬ 
tends downward to a depth of 1,000 meters. 

downwards ['daunwo'dzj adv -1. = downward. 
-2. everyone from the President downwards 
the President and everyone of lower rank, 
position, or status. 

downwind [,daun'wind] adv [drift, blow] in the 
same direction that the wind is blowing, 

dowry [’daori] (pi dowries) n in some societies, 
the money or property that a husband re¬ 
ceives from his wife’s family when he gets 
married. 

doz. abbr of dozen. 

doze [douz] on a short light sleep □ / was just 
having a little doze, o vi to have a doze □ 
Grandma sat dozing in her chair. 

♦ doze off vi to fall asleep without intending 
to □ / must have dozed off. 

dozen f'dAzn] (pi dozen) num a dozen twelve □ 
a dozen eggs □ They cost $4.25 a dozen. 

♦ dozens pron used to refer to very many 
people or things (informal use) □ I've met him 
dozens of times. □ "How many do you need?" — 
"Dozens." 

DP n abbr of data processing. 

DPh, DPhil [.dii'fil] n = PhD. 

DPP n abbr of Director of Public Prosecutions. 

Dr. -1. [in a street name] abbr of drive. -2. [in a 
person's title] abbr of doctor, 

drab [drab] (compar drabber, superl drabbest) 
adj [color, room, life] that seems dull and un¬ 
interesting. 

draconian [dra'koonjsn] adj [measure, punish¬ 
ment, law] very severe. 

Dracula ['drakjsb] a character in a novel 
(published in 1897) by Bram Stoker. He is a 
count who wears a black cape and drinks 
human blood. 

draft [draft] us, draught [draift] gb o « -l. [of 
a speech, contract, letter] a first version of a 
text that may be changed or corrected □ This 
is just the first draft. □ a draft speech/contract/ 
letter. -2. finance a money order □ a banker's 
draft. -3. the draft US military the system of 
making men of a particular age serve in the 
army, navy etc, especially during a war. 
-4. [in a room] a current of air, usually in a 
room □ Can you close the window? There's a 
terrible draft. -5. [of water, beer] a large 
amount of liquid that is swallowed by 
somebody; [of air] a large amount of air that 
is breathed in by somebody □ He took a deep 
draft of his beer. -6. on draft [beer] that is 

served by pumping it from a barrel through 

a special tap. 
o vt -1. [speech, contract, letter] to write a 
draft of <a text> o I've drafted a letter of ac¬ 
ceptance — see what you think. -2. military to 
order <sb> to join the army, navy etc. 
-3. [employee, manager] to transfer <sb> to 
another job, department, or country □ I've 
been drafted to help out in the accounting depart¬ 

ment. 
draft beer n beer that is pumped from a bar¬ 

rel. 
draft dodger [-dDd33r] « US a person who 

avoids doing their military service. 

draftee [US .draf'ti:, GB ,dra:f-] n US a person 
who joins the armed forces by being draft¬ 
ed, rather than by volunteering. 

draftsman ['draftsman] us, draughtsman 
['draftsman] GB (pi US draftsmen [-man], GB 
draughtsmen [-man]) n a person whose job is 
to make technical drawings, e.g. plans of 
machines or buildings. 

draftsmanship ['draftsmsnfip] us, draughts¬ 
manship [‘draiftsmanfip] GB n the work or 
skill of a draftsman. 

drafty ['drafti] US, draughty ['drcnfti] GB (us 
compar draftier, superl draftiest, GB compar 
draughtier, superl draughtiest) adj [room, 

house] that has drafts blowing through it. 

drag [drag] (pt & pp dragged, cont dragging) 
o Vt -1. [chair, feet, suitcase] to pull <sthg 
heavy> along the ground; [prisoner, hostage] 

to pull <a person or animal> roughly □ She 
dragged the trunk up the stairs. □ They had to 
practically drag him onto the plane. -2. [person] 

to force or persuade <sb> to go somewhere 
they do not want to go □ I'm sorry to drag you 
out on such a cold night. -3. [river, lake] to 
search <an area of water> for something by 
pulling nets or hooks along the bottom □ 
The police dragged the canal for the body, 
o vi -1. [dress, coat] to touch the ground and 
be pulled along. -2. [time, meeting] to seem 
to happen more slowly than usual because 
one is bored □ After the first week the vacation 
started to drag. 
on-1. a boring or annoying job, activity etc 
(informal use) □ What a drag! -2. to take a drag 
to breathe in smoke from a cigarette, pipe 
etc that one is smoking (informal use). -3. [of 

the wind] the resistance caused by the wind. 
-4. to be in drag to be wearing the clothes of 
the opposite sex, usually as entertainment □ 
a drag artist/queen. 

♦ drag down vt sep to drag sb down to bring 
sb down to a lower position in society or 
standard of behavior □ Marrying that man has 
really dragged her down. 

♦ drag in vf sep to drag sb/sthg in [name, issue, 

question] to involve sb/sthg in something 
they have no connection with; to involve sb 
in something they do not want to be in¬ 
volved in □ There's no need to drag my mother 
into it. o Don't drag me into your argument! 

♦ drag on vi [meeting, time, day] to seem to go 
very slowly □ The meeting/Their speeches just 
dragged on and on all afternoon. 
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♦ drag out vt sep -1. to drag sthg out [talks, ne¬ 

gotiations, meeting] to make sthg last longer 
than necessary. -2. to drag sthg out of sb 
[fact, truth, information] to force sb to tell one 
sthg that they do not want to tell □ / finally 
dragged it out of her. 

dragnet ['dragnet] n -1. [for objects] a net that 
is dragged along the bottom of a river or 
lake in order to try to find something. 
-2. [for criminals] a system or plan for catch¬ 
ing criminals. 

dragon ['dragsn] « -1. in children’s stories, an 
animal that has wings and skin like a 
snake s and can breathe fire. -2. a woman 
who one thinks is fierce and unpleasant (in¬ 
formal use). 

dragonfly ['draganflai] (pi dragonflies) n a 
large brighdy-colored insect with a long thin 
body and two pairs of wings. It lives near 
rivers and lakes. 

dragoon [dra'guin] o n in the past, a soldier 
who fought on a horse, o vt to dragoon sb 
into doing sthg to force sb to do sthg that 
they do not want to do. 

drag racing n a type of racing in which spe¬ 
cial cars are timed over a fixed distance. 

dragster ['dragstar] n a car that has been built 
or adapted for drag racing, usually with a 
large engine and back wheels, and small 
front wheels. 

drain [drein] o « -1. [for water] a pipe for car¬ 
rying away water or sewage. ■ to go down 
the drain [money, work] to be wasted □ Well, 
that's $500 down the drain! -2. to be a drain on 
sthg [on resources, funds, time] to use up sthg 
that is needed for other people or things □ 
The creative department is an unnecessary drain 
on our resources. 

o vt -1. [carrots, tank, marsh] to remove the 
liquid from <food, a container, place> etc □ 
Drain the vegetables and serve with rice. 
-2. [energy, funds, resources] to use <sthg> up 
□ This last project drained almost all of our funds. 
-3. to be drained to be vety tired and have 
no energy □ / feel drained. -4. [glass, bottle] to 
drink all the liquid in <a container> □ He 
drained his glass in one gulp, 

o vi -1. [dishes, vegetables] to become dry be¬ 
cause one lets the water or liquid drip off. 
-2. [blood, water] to flow away □ The color 
drained from her face. 

drainage ['dreinid3] n -1. a system for draining 
something □ a drainage ditch. -2. the process 
of draining something. 

drainboard ['dreinbo:rrd] us, draining board 
['dreinir)-] GB n a sloping surface, usually next 
to a sink, where dishes can drain, 

drainpipe ['dreinpaip] n a pipe that carries 
away water or sewage, usually fixed to the 
side of a building. 

♦ drainpipes apt = drainpipe trousers, 

drainpipe trousers npl GB trousers with nar¬ 
row straight legs, 

drake [dreik] n a male duck. 

Drake [dreik], Sir Francis (1540-1596) the 

first British sea captain to sail around the 
world. 

dram [dram] n a small glass of an alcoholic 
drink, usually Scotch whisky □ a dram of 
whisky. 

drama ['draima] n -1. tv & radio a serious 
play □ a TV/radio drama. -2. theater the art of 
writing or performing plays □ Greek/modern 
drama □ a drama school/student/critic. -3. a seri¬ 
ous and exciting situation a a real-life court¬ 
room drama. 

dramatic [drs'maitik] adj -1. [work, production] 

connected with the theater □ the dramatic 
arts. -2. [event, gesture, escape] that is exciting 
and makes people notice □ one of the most 
dramatic discoveries since DNA. -3. [change, re¬ 

covery, improvement] that is sudden and no¬ 
ticeable □ Don't worry, nothing dramatic has 
happened — just a few changes, that's all. 

dramatically [dra'mastikli] adv -1. [change, re¬ 

cover, improve] see dramatic. -2. [say, announce, 

enter) in a way that is intended to be excit¬ 
ing or to make people notice. 

dramatist ['dramatist] n a person who writes 
plays. 

dramatization [.dramstai'zeij’n] n [of a book, 
story] see dramatize. 

dramatize, -ise ['dramataiz] vt -1. theater 

[book, story] to adapt <a piece of writing> so 
that it can be performed as a play or movie. 
-2. [situation, event] to make <sthg that has 
happened> seem more exciting than it really 
is (disapproving use) □ There's no need to drama¬ 
tize the situation. 

drank [drarjk] past tense of drink, 

drape [dreip] vt to hang <cloth, material> etc 
in folds, so that it covers something in an 
attractive way. ■ to be draped with or in sthg 
[with silk, in a cloak] to be covered with sthg. 

♦ drapes npl US pieces of material that can be 
pulled in front of a window to keep out 
light or stop people from seeing in □ Open/ 
Close the drapes, will you? 

draper ['dreip3rJ n GB a person who sells cloth, 

drastic ['drastik] adj -1. [measure, cut] that is 
extreme and needed urgently because the 
situation is serious □ Drastic steps must be tak¬ 
en. □ She's threatening to do something drastic. 
-2. [change, improvement] that seems very big 
and noticeable □ / didn't notice any drastic dif¬ 
ferences. 

drastically f'drastikli] adv [change, improve] see 
drastic □ Our funding has been cut drastically. 

draught etc gb = draft etc. 

draughtboard [US 'draftboird, GB 'draiftboid] n 
GB = checkerboard. 

draught excluder [-eksklu:d3r] « gb a strip of 
foam or other material fixed to the edge of a 
door or window to stop drafts in a house, 

draughts [US drafts, GB draifts] « GB a game 
for two people, played on a board with 64 
black and white squares, in which each 
player has twelve round pieces that move 
diagonally. 

draw [dro:] (pt drew, pp drawn) o vt -1. [object. 
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shape, scene] to represent <sthg> by making 
marks on a surface, especially with a pencil 
on a piece of paper; [portrait, sketch] to make 
<a picture>, usually with a pencil or pen □ 
He drew a tree/map on the back of the envelope. 
-2. [cart, person, object] to pull <sb/sthg> in a 
particular direction □ He drew her gently to¬ 
ward him. ■ to draw the curtains to open or 
close the curtains by pulling them. -3. to 
draw breath to breathe in. -4. to draw a 
gun/knife to pull a gun/knife out of its hold¬ 
er and be ready to use it □ He drew a gun 
from his pocket. -5. to draw a conclusion to 
reach a conclusion about something □ You 
must draw your own conclusions. -6. to draw a 
distinction/comparison etc to make a dis¬ 
tinction/comparison etc □ / don't want to draw 
any comparisons between Mary and her sister. 
-7. [criticism, praise] to attract <sb/sthg> □ The 
event drew crowds of people. ■ to be drawn to 
sb/sthg to feel attracted to sb/sthg. ■ to 
draw sb's attention to sthg to make sb notice 
sthg □ May I draw your attention to page six of 
the contract? 
o vi -1. [person] to make a picture, usually 
with a pencil or pen □ / can't draw very well. 
-2. to draw away/near etc [person, animal] to 
move away/near etc gradually or slowly □ 
He drew away from/nearer to the fire. □ The date 
for the contest drew closer. ■ to draw to an end 
or a close to finish gradually □ The game was 
drawing to its conclusion. -3. GB sport to end a 
game or sporting event with the same num¬ 
ber of points as one’s opponent □ Italy and 
Nigeria drew. □ Italy drew with Nigeria, 

on-1. sport the result of a game or sport¬ 
ing event in which two teams or opponents 
draw □ The match ended in a draw. -2. 

gambling a lottery; the act of choosing the 
winner of a lottery □ a prize draw o That's the 
luck of the draw. -3. to be a (big) draw to be 
something which attracts a lot of people □ 
The show proved to be a big draw. 

♦ draw in vi [nights] to become dark earlier as 
winter approaches □ It's October and the 
nights are already drawing in. 

♦ draw into vt sep to draw sb into sthg [into a 
dispute, discussion] to involve sb in sthg □ / re¬ 
fused to be drawn into the argument. 

♦ draw on vt fus -1. = draw upon. -2. to draw 
on sthg [on a cigarette, pipe] to breathe in 
smoke from sthg. 

♦ draw out vt sep -1. to draw sb out [new¬ 
comer, shy person] to make sb feel less nerv¬ 
ous or shy □ Go and talk to her and try to draw 
her out a little. -2. to draw sthg out [meeting, 
speech] to make sthg last longer than neces¬ 
sary □ Professor Newman drew his speech out 
endlessly. -3. to draw money out FINANCE to 
take money out of a bank account □ / drew 
out $100 only last week. 

♦ draw up o vt sep to draw sthg up [plan, list, 
contract] to prepare and write sthg □ Draw up 
a list of the people you want to contact, then I'll 
type it out for you. o vi [vehicle] to stop □ A 
large Mercedes drew up outside. 

♦ draw upon vt fus to draw upon sthg [infor¬ 
mation, reserves, knowledge] to use sthg in 

order to do something better □ / was able to 
draw upon my previous experience. 

drawback [’droibask] n a disadvantage, espe¬ 
cially one of several □ The main drawback to 

the plan is its cost. 

drawbridge ['droibridj] n a bridge that can be 
pulled up to stop people from crossing it, or 
to allow ships to pass beneath it. 

drawer [dro:r] n a part of a desk or chest that 
slides out so that clothes, papers etc can be 
put in or taken out. 

drawing ['droiiri] n -1. [of a person, object] a 
picture that has been drawn □ / did a quick 
drawing of the house. -2. the art or skill of 
making pictures with a pen or pencil □ I'm 
terrible at drawing. □ drawing materials. 

drawing board n a large board, usually fixed 
on a frame, where architects or draftsmen 
put their paper when drawing or designing 
something. ■ back to the drawing board! a 
phrase used when an idea or project has 
failed and one has to start again (informal 
use). 

drawing pin « GB a short pin with a round 
flat head, used for attaching papers to bul¬ 
letin boards or walls. 

drawing room n a living room (old-fashioned 
use). 

drawl [droil] o vi to speak slowly using long 
vowel sounds, o vt: "Hi there," she drawled, 
o n the way somebody speaks when they 
drawl □ "/ sure do," he said In a Southern drawl. 

drawn [drain] o past participle of draw, o adj 
-1. to be drawn [curtain, blind] to be closed □ 
The curtains were drawn. -2. to look drawn [per¬ 

son] to look thin because one is tired, ill, or 
worried □ Shona returned, looking tired and 
drawn. 

drawn-out adj [meeting, speech] that lasts 
longer than necessary □ The party was a long- 
drawn-out affair. 

drawstring ['draistrnj] n a string that goes 
around the opening of something such as a 
bag, and closes it when pulled, 

dread [dred] o n a feeling of fear and deep 
worry about something bad that might hap¬ 
pen □ He lived in dread of the Mafia/losing his 
business, o vt [meeting, exam] to feel afraid 
and worried about <sthg> because it is like¬ 
ly to be unpleasant □ She's dreading the trip/ 
going into the hospital. ■ I dread to think a 
phrase used to show that one is worried 
about something, or imagines that some¬ 
thing will be unpleasant □ / dread to think 
what our losses will be. □ "I wonder what Nick 
will be wearing." — "I dread to think!" 

dreaded ['dredsd] adj [disease, person] that 
causes a feeling of dread □ You didn't have to 
talk to the dreaded Mike Pearsons, did you! 

dreadful ['dredfl] adj -1. [accident, pain, illness] 

that is very serious □ The passengers on board 
suffered dreadful injuries. ■ to feel dreadful '[per¬ 

son] to feel ill □ This headache is making me 
feel dreadful. -2. to feel dreadful about sthg to 
feel embarrassed and guilty about sthg □ / 
feel dreadful about it now! -3. [waste, behavior, 
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noise] that one thinks is very bad □ Do you 
have to keep making that dreadful noise! 

dreadfully fdredfl,] adv -1. [hurt, behave per¬ 
form] very badly. -2. dreadfully sorry/boring 
etc very sorry/boring etc (informal use) □ 
Tessa will be dreadfully upset when she hears 
you can't make it. 

dreadlocks 1'dredlnks] npl long hair that is 
twisted into small braids, often worn by 
Rastafarians. 7 

dream [dri:m] (pt & pp dreamed or dreamt) 
o « -1. a series of images that one experi¬ 
ences during sleep n I had a bad dream last 
night. -2. something that one wants very 
much □ His dream is to become the next CEO. □ 
the woman/job of his dreams. ■ to be beyond one's 
wildest dreams to be better than one ever im¬ 
agined □ wealth beyond one's wildest dreams! 
o ad] a dream trip/job etc a trip/job etc that 
one thinks would be very enjoyable and 
that one wants very much, 

o vt to experience cimaginary events> dur¬ 
ing sleep □ / dreamt (that) I was in a strange 
house, m I never dreamed this would happen I 
did not think that this would happen, 
o vi -1. to have a dream □ / dreamed of or 
about my grandparents, m | wouldn't dream of 
it! I wouldn’t do it because I think it would 
be wrong or inappropriate □ "Don't tell any¬ 
body. " — 7 wouldn't dream of it." □ She 
wouldn't dream of complaining. -2. to dream of 
sthg to wish very much for sthg □ He'd al¬ 
ways dreamed of having his own business. 

♦ dream up v< sep to dream sthg up [excuse, 
story, idea] to invent sthg, especially sthg 
that other people do not take seriously o 
What excuse has he dreamed up this time? 

dreamer ['dri:m3r] n a person whose ideas are 
not realistic or practical □ James? He's always 
been a dreamer, hasn't he. 

dreamily ['driimili] adv [look, walk] slowly and 
without concentrating □ Michela stared 
dreamily out at the falling snow. 

dreamt [dremt] past tense & past participle of 
dream. 

Dreamtime ['driimtaim] n in Australian Abo¬ 
riginal mythology, the period when the 
world was formed. 

W DREAMTIME 
All the ancient stories of the Australian 
Aborigines are about Dreamtime, the time 
when the Earth, and living things, were 
formed. Each people has its own story that 
describes how the particular landscape 
around them was created, and each genera¬ 
tion is taught how to “read” the story in the 
features of the landscape, such as trees, ani¬ 
mals, and rocks. Most traditional Aboriginal 
art is based on stories about Dreamtime. 

dream world n an imaginary world □ He must 
be living in a dream world. 

dreamy f'driimi] (compar dreamier, superl 

dreamiest) adj -1. [smile, expression] that 
shows one is thinking about something 
pleasant, and not concentrating □ He had that 

dreamy look that he always has when he's in 
love. -2. [music, feeling] peaceful and like a 
dream □ The movie had an odd, dreamy kind of 
atmosphere. 

dreary f'drisri] (compar drearier, superl dreari¬ 
est) adj -1. [weather, day] that is dark and 
makes one feel sad □ Another dreary Sunday 
afternoon. -2. [person, life, work] that one 
thinks is boring □ the same old dreary routine. 

dredge [dred3] vt to remove the mud from the 
bottom of <a river, harbor> etc to make it 
deeper or to look for something. 

♦ dredge up vt sep -1. to dredge sthg up [mud, 

body, treasure] to bring sthg up from the bot¬ 
tom of a river or harbor. -2. to dredge sthg 
up [memory, crime, relationship] to remember 
or remind somebody of sthg from the past □ 
They've been dredging up all kinds of odd facts 
about Pablo's past. 

dredger ]'dred33r] « a ship or machine for 
dredging rivers or harbors, 

dregs [dregz] npl -1. [of tea, coffee, wine] the 
solid particles and the last few drops of liq¬ 
uid at the bottom of a glass or cup □ "Is 
there any coffee left?" — "Just the dregs." 
-2. the dregs of society the people in a soci¬ 
ety who are considered to be the most un¬ 
pleasant and useless. 

drench [drentj] vt to make <sb/sthg> complete¬ 
ly wet □ He was drenched in or with sweat. 

dress [dres] o n -1. [for a woman] a woman's 
piece of clothing that consists of a skirt and 
top in one piece □ a wedding/summer dress. 
-2. [for an occasion, of a people] a particular 
type of clothing □ They were wearing evening/ 
national/traditional dress. 
o vt -1. [child, invalid] to put clothes on <sb>. 
■ to be dressed to have clothes on; to be 
wearing the clothes that one intends to 
wear for the day □ Aren't you dressed yet? m 

to be dressed in black/blue etc to be wearing 
black/blue etc clothes. ■ to get dressed to 
put all one's clothes on. -2. medicine to clean 
<a wound> and cover it with a bandage. -3. 
cooking to cover <a salad> with dressing, 
o vi -1. to put all one’s clothes on □ / quickly 
washed, dressed, and cleaned my teeth. -2. to 
wear a particular style of clothes □ She al¬ 
ways dresses very fashionably. 

♦ dress up o vt sep to dress sthg up [facts, 

statements] to make sthg seem more inter¬ 
esting or attractive than it really is □ They ac¬ 
cused the management of dressing up old ideas 
in a new format, o vi -1. [as somebody] to put 
on different or unusual clothes in order to 
disguise oneself or for amusement □ She 
dressed up as a clown. □ He dressed up in his fa¬ 
ther's old clothes. -2. [for an occasion] to put on 
elegant or formal clothes for a special occa¬ 
sion □ There's no need to dress up — it should 
be fairly informal. 

dressage [US dre'sa:;;, GB 'dresa:3] n a competi¬ 
tion in which a rider has to make a horse 
perform particular movements. 

dress circle n the first balcony upstairs in a 
theater. 

dress code n a set of rules or instructions 
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that say what one should wear in a particu¬ 
lar situation, e.g. at work or at a social 
event. 

dresser ['dresar] n -1. US [for clothes] a piece of 
furniture with a mirror on top that has 
drawers for storing clothes. -2. a smart/ 
casual etc dresser a person who dresses in a 
smart/casual etc way □ He's a flashy/sloppy 
dresser. -3. GB [for dishes] a piece of furniture 
that has open shelves in the top part and 
cupboards in the bottom for storing dishes, 

dressing ['dresirj] n -1. medicine something 
that covers a wound, e.g. a bandage or anti¬ 
septic cream □ This will need a clean dressing. 
-2. [for salad! a kind of sauce, e.g. of oil and 
vinegar, that one puts on a salad □ Do you 
want some dressing on your salad? -3. US [for 

turkey! a mixture of small pieces of food that 
is put inside a turkey before cooking, 

dressing gown n a loose piece of clothing 
like a coat, usually worn immediately after 
getting out of bed. 

dressing room n -1. sport a room in a sports 
stadium where athletes or players can 
change clothes. -2. theater a room in a thea¬ 
ter, film studio etc where actors or perform¬ 
ers can change their clothes, 

dressing table n a piece of furniture that has 
a drawer, a flat top, and small mirror, and is 
usually used in a bedroom, 

dressmaker [’dresmeika1] n a person whose job 
is to make women’s or children's clothes, 

dressmaking ['dresmeikig] n the skill or activ¬ 
ity of making women’s or children’s clothes, 

dress rehearsal n the last rehearsal of a play, 
opera etc in which the performers wear 
their costumes, and the stage is lit and deco¬ 
rated as if for a public performance, 

dress shirt n a shirt, usually white with a 
decorated front, worn by men on formal oc¬ 
casions. 

dressy f'dresi] (compar dressier, super I dressi¬ 
est) adj [piece of clothing, person, occasion] that 
looks elegant and fashionable, 

drew [dru:] past tense of draw, 

dribble ['dribl] o n -1. [of saliva] saliva that is 
coming from somebody’s mouth. -2. a small 
amount of liquid that is moving, e.g. blood 
or water, o vt -1. to spill small amounts of 
<liquid> □ Careful, you're dribbling soup all 
down your front. -2. sport in soccer, basketball 
etc, to move <the ball> as one moves for¬ 
ward, by giving it frequent short kicks or 
bounces, o vi [baby] to let small amounts of 
saliva come out of one’s mouth, 

dribs [dribz] npl in dribs and drabs in small ir¬ 
regular amounts, rather than all together □ 
People kept arriving in dribs and drabs. 

dried [draid] o past tense 62 past participle of 
dry. o adj [food, flower] that has been pre¬ 
served by drying □ dried apricots/pears. 

dried fruit n fruit, especially grapes, figs, 
dates etc, that has been preserved by drying, 

dried-up adj [well, river] that has no water, 

drier ['drai3r] n = dryer. 

drift [drift] on-1. [of people, animals, a current] 

a general movement in a particular direction 
□ a drift back to home ownership □ a population 
drift. -2. [of snow, sand, leaves] a large mass of 
something that has been formed into a pile 
by the wind □ The snow lay in drifts. -3. [of a 

conversation, remark] the general meaning of 
something □ / don't think I catch your drift, o vi 
-1. [boat] to be carried along by the current 
or the wind □ We drifted downstream/toward 
the shore. -2. [snow] to be blown into piles 
by the wind. -3. [person] to gradually go 
somewhere, do something, or get into a 
situation, often without planning or intend¬ 
ing to □ He drifted from one job to another. □ He 
drifted into a life of crime. 

♦ drift apart vi [couple, friends] to gradually 
see each other less often and become less 
close □ We just drifted apart over the years. 

♦ drift off vi [person] to fall asleep gradually □ 
I must have drifted off. 

drifter ['drifts1] n a person who drifts between 
places, jobs etc (disapproving use). 

driftwood ['driftwud] n wood that drifts in a 
river or the ocean, or that has drifted to the 
shore □ a piece of driftwood. 

drill [dril] o n -1. [for making holes] a tool or 
machine with a sharp end that spins around 
and is used for making holes, e.g. in a wall, 
in the road, or in an oilfield □ a dentist's/an 
electric drill. -2. [for soldiers, students] a training 
exercise □ a fire/battle drill. 
o vt -1. [tooth, rock] to make a hole in <sthg> 
using a drill. -2. [oil well, tunnel] to make <a 
hole> using a drill. -3. [students, soldiers] to 
teach <sb> by making them repeat the same 
exercise many times. ■ to drill sthg into sb to 
make sb leam sthg by repeating it to them 
many times □ We had it drilled into us that we 
shouldn't talk at the table. 
o vi -1. to make a hole in something using a 
drill. ■ to drill into sthg [into wood, a tooth, the 

ground] to drill a hole in sthg. -2. to make a 
deep hole in the ground or in the ocean bed 
using a drill. ■ to drill for sthg [for oil, water] 

to drill a deep hole in the hope of finding 
sthg. 

drilling platform ['drilirj-] n a structure built 
above the surface of the ocean to house the 
people and support the equipment needed 
to drill below the ocean bed. 

drily ['draili] odv = dryly. 

drink [drirjk] fpt drank, pp drunk) o vt [water, 

coffee, wine] to fill one’s mouth with <liq- 
uid> and swallow it □ What would you like to 
drink? □ Would you like something to drink? o vi 
-1. to drink a liquid □ / prefer to drink from the 
bottle. -2. to drink alcoholic drinks □ She 
doesn't drink, o h -1. [of water, lemonade] an 
amount of a liquid that is drunk □ / had a 
drink of water/milk. -2. [of alcohol] an alcoholic 
drink, e.g. beer, wine, or whiskey □ Let's go 
for/have a drink after work. -3. alcoholic drinks 
□ I'm off drink for the time being. 

♦ drink to vt fus to drink to sb/sthg [to a per¬ 

son, plan, idea] to hold up one’s glass before 
drinking and express one’s good wishes to 
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or approval of <sb/sthg> □ We drank to their 
success. □ I'll drink to that! 

drinkable ['drirjkabl] adj -1. [water) that is safe 
to drink □ Is the water here drinkable? -2. 
[wine) that is good enough to drink □ "What's 
the wine like?" - "Well, it's just about drink¬ 
able. " 

drink-driving n gb = drunk-driving. 

drinker ['drigkaq n -1. a person who drinks al¬ 
cohol, especially a lot of alcohol □ a heavy 
drinker. -2. a tea/coffee etc drinker a person 
who drinks tea/coffee etc □ I’m not a big cof¬ 
fee drinker. 

drinking ['drigkiQ] n the act or habit of drink¬ 
ing alcohol □ His drinking is becoming a prob¬ 
lem. □ a drinking companion/session. 

drinking fountain « a device that provides 
drinking water, usually in public places, 

drinking-up time n GB the time that custom¬ 
ers in pubs are given to finish their drinks 
after the landlord has stopped serving, 

drinking water n water that is safe to drink, 

drink machine us, drinks machine gb « a 
machine that automatically produces drinks 
such as coffee, lemonade etc. 

drip [drip] (pt & pp dripped, cont dripping) o n 
-1* lof water, a faucet] the flow of drops of 
liquid falling one after the other □ the steady 
drip of water on the roof. -2. medicine a piece 
of medical equipment that gradually lets 
small amounts of liquid into a patient’s 
bloodstream through a tube. -3. [person) 

somebody who one thinks is weak and dull 
(informal use) □ He’s such a drip, that boy. o vt 
to drop small amounts of <water, blood, 
paint> etc. o vi -1. [water, rain, blood] to fall 
in small drops, one after the other □ Don't let 
the paint drip on the carpet. -2. [faucet] to let 
water drip. -3. [nose] to let mucus drip. 
-4. to be dripping with sthg [with sweat, blood) 

to have a lot of sthg liquid on one’s clothes 
or body. 

drip-dry adj [clothing] that dries without 
creases if it is hung up wet after being 
washed, and does not need to be ironed. 

dripping ['dripirj] o adj [faucet] that loses wa¬ 
ter in drips, o adv dripping wet very wet. 
o n the fat that comes from meat when it is 
cooked. 

drive [draiv] (pt drove, pp driven) o n -1. [in a 

car, bus] a trip in a vehicle, sometimes only 
for pleasure; the distance traveled during 
this trip □ We went for a drive in the country. □ 
How was the drive? □ The house is a 100-mile 
drive from here. -2. [of a person] a particular 
strong desire or need that all people have □ 
sex drive. -3. [of a company] a determined ef¬ 
fort to do something, usually by a group of 
people □ a drive to clean up the neighborhood. 
-4. to have drive to have the energy and de¬ 
termination to do things □ She's got real drive. 
-5. = driveway. -6. sport the act of hitting a 
ball, e.g. in golf, so that it travels fast or a 
long distance. -7. US [in an automatic car] the 
position of the controls in an automatic car 
that allows it to move forward. 

o vt -1. [car, bus, truck] to make <a vehicle> 
move by sitting inside it and controlling the 
engine, steering wheel etc □ / drove the car 
over to Matt's and left it there. -2. [passenger] to 
take <sb> somewhere in a vehicle, especial¬ 
ly a car □ She drove me to the airport, o He al¬ 
ways drives the children to school. -3. [generator, 

engine] to provide power for <a machine> □ 
Its driven by solar power. -4. [army, cattle] to 
force <a person or animal> to move in a 
particular direction □ The attackers were driven 
back. □ The farmer drove his sheep back to their 
pen. -5. [ambitious person, politician, scientist] to 
give <sb> a great desire to do something □ 
What is it that drives her? □ He was driven by 
greed and ambition. -6. to drive sb to sthg [to 

murder, drink] to force sb to do sthg after a 
long time; [to despair, desperation] to force sb 
to feel sthg after a long time □ Those kids are 
driving me to distraction, m to drive sb crazy or 
mad to make sb insane; to irritate sb very 
much □ His wife's jealousy drove him crazy. □ 
That noise is driving me crazy. -7. [nail, stake] to 
push or hit <sthg> in a particular direction 
using a lot of strength □ He drove the pole into 
the ground. -8. sport to hit <a ball> very hard 
so that it travels very fast in a particular di¬ 
rection. 

o vi -1. to drive a vehicle □ He drove off in his 
car. -2. to travel somewhere in a vehicle □ 
We're driving down to Miami. 

♦ drive at vt fus what are you driving at? 
what are you trying to say? □ What I'm driv¬ 
ing at is that all these incidents must somehow 
be related. 

♦ drive out vt sep to drive sb/sthg out [person, 
thought, evil spirit] to force sb/sthg to go away 
□ You've got to drive these thoughts right out of 
your mind. 

drive-in o adj a drive-in restaurant/movie thea¬ 
ter etc a restaurant/movie theater etc that 
provides a service for people while they stay 
in their cars, o « -1. [for food] a restaurant 
that serves food to customers while they 
stay in their cars. -2. [for movies] an outdoor 
movie theater where people watch the 
movie from their cars. 

drivel 1'drivl] « words that make no sense; a 
very bad piece of writing (informal use) □ 
Don't talk such drivel! 

driven f'drivn] past participle of drive, 

driver l'draiv3r] « -1. [of a car, bus] a person 
who drives a car, bus etc; a person whose 
job is to drive a bus, car etc □ The driver was 
not hurt in the accident. -2. computing a com¬ 
puter program used to control a connected 
device. 

driver's license us, driving licence GB n an 
official document that shows that one is le¬ 
gally allowed to drive. 

drive shaft n the shaft that carries power from 
the gearbox to the wheels of a vehicle, 

driveway fdraivwei] « a private road that 
goes from a public road to a house or ga¬ 
rage. 

driving ['draivir)] o adj driving wind/ambition 
very strong wind/ambition □ The climbers 
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struggled against the driving wind and rain, o n 
the activity of driving a vehicle, 

driving force n the most important person or 
thing that influences something □ She was 
the driving force behind the movement. 

driving instructor n a person whose job is to 
teach other people how to drive, 

driving lesson n a lesson in which somebody 
is taught how to drive, 

driving licence n gb = driver's license, 

driving school n a company that teaches 
people how to drive. 

driving test n a test that a person must pass be¬ 
fore they are legally allowed to drive alone, 

drizzle f'drizl] o n very fine rain, o v impers to 
rain very gently □ it's been drizzling all day. 

droll [droul] adj [humor, remark] that is funny in 
an unusual way. 

dromedary [US dromoden, GB -odan] {ft drom¬ 
edaries) n a camel with one hump, 

drone [droun] o n -1. [of an insect, airplane, 
voice] a low humming sound that stays the 
same □ The drone of the engine made her 
sleepy. -2. zoology a male honeybee, o vi 
[insect, engine, airplane] to make a sound like 
a drone. 

♦ drone on vi to speak for a long time in a 
boring way □ She droned on for an hour about 
insurance claims. 

drool [dru:l] vi -1. [person] to let saliva fall 
from the mouth. -2. to drool over sb/sthg to 
admire sb/sthg in a way that makes one 
look ridiculous □ Everyone was drooling over 
the new baby. 

droop [dru:p] vi -1. [head, eyelids, flower] to 
hang downward, especially because of tired¬ 
ness, weakness etc □ His eyelids began to 
droop. -2. [spirits, person] to become less live¬ 
ly □ She began to droop noticeably toward the 
end of the evening. 

drop [drop] {ft & ff dropped, cont dropping) o 
n -1. [of liquid] a very small amount of a liq¬ 
uid that has formed a round shape and falls 
somewhere □ a drop of blood. -2. [of whiskey, 

milk] a small amount of a drink □ Would you 
like a drop of wine? -3. [for sucking] a small 
round candy that is made to be sucked □ a 

cough/fruit drop. -4. [in value, level] a decrease 
in the value or amount of something □ 
There's been a sharp drop in temperature today. 
□ a price drop. -5. [from a high place] the dis¬ 
tance from the top to the bottom of some¬ 
thing that a person or object can fall □ it was 
a sheer drop to the bottom. □ a 20-foot drop, 

o vt -1. [glass, plate, wallet] to let <sb/sthg 
that one is holding or carrying> fall, espe¬ 
cially accidentally □ Be careful not to drop it! □ 
They dropped two bombs over the harbor. 
-2. [level, price, amount] to make the amount 
or value of <sthg> lower □ He dropped his 
speed. □ You're going to have to drop your prices. 
-3. to drop one’s voice to talk more quietly □ 
She dropped her voice to a confidential whisper. 
-4. [idea, plan] to stop considering or talking 
about <sthg>; [math, history] to stop studying 
<sthg>; [friend] to stop being friendly to 

<sb>; [player] to leave <sb> out of a team □ 
Look, let's just drop the subject, okay? □ If / were 
you, I'd drop the whole idea. □ When he heard 
the news, he dropped everything and rushed 
home. □ / dropped French and studied German in¬ 
stead. -5. [passenger] to leave <sb> at a place 
after driving them there □ She dropped me at 
the airport. -6. [remark, hint] to mention 
<sthg> without saying it directly or making 
it seem important □ He kept dropping hints 
about Christmas and gifts and things. -7. sport 

to lose <a set, game> etc. -8. to drop sb a 
note or line to send sb a short letter □ Drop 
me a line when you know more about it. 
o vi -1. [cup, stone] to fall straight down to 
the ground; [person] to fall down or feel as if 
one is going to fall down because one is 
tired or ill; [ground] to go down to a lower 
level □ Her keys dropped out of her bag. □ We 
walked until we dropped. □ The cliffs drop down 
to the ocean. -2. [temperature, price, wind] to 
become less big, high, strong etc □ Attend¬ 
ance has been dropping all season. -3. [voice] to 
become quieter □ Her voice dropped to a whis¬ 
per. 

♦ drops nfl liquid medicine that is taken or 
used in small amounts with a dropper □ 
eye/ear drops. 

♦ drop by vi to make an informal visit, 
usually without arranging it first □ Why don't 
you drop by if you're in town again next Wednes¬ 
day? 

♦ drop in vi = drop by □ He dropped in on me 
quite unexpectedly. 

♦ drop off o vt sep to drop sb off to leave sb 
at a place after driving them there □ Can you 
drop me off at the comer, please? o vi 
-1. [person] to fall asleep, sometimes without 
intending to □ The baby gradually dropped off to 
sleep. -2. [number, level] to become less high; 
[interest, support] to become less strong □ 
Sales are/Business is beginning to drop off. 

♦ drop out vi to stop going to something or 
taking part in it, with no plans to go back □ 
He dropped out of school at 16. 

dropcloth ['dropklt>0] m US a large cloth used 
to cover furniture to protect it from dust, 

drop-in centre n GB a place run by the social 
services or a charity where people can go 
for company, advice etc. 

droplet ['dropbt] n a very small drop, 

dropout ['dropaut] n -1. [from college] a person 
who has dropped out of school or college 
before finishing their studies. -2. [from soci¬ 

ety] a person who has chosen to live and be¬ 
have in a way that is different from the way 
most people live and behave, e.g. by refus¬ 
ing to do a full-time job. 

dropper ['drops1) n a short glass tube with a 
rubber cap at one end, used for measuring 
out small amounts of liquid, 

droppings ['dropigz] npl the excrement of 
birds and animals. 

drop shot n a shot in tennis, badminton etc 
in which the ball is hit gently so that it falls 
to the ground just after it crosses the net. 

dross [dros] n -1. something that has been 
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very badly made, written etc (disapproving 
use) □ Most of the book is complete dross. -2. 
industry the waste material that appears on 
the surface of a metal when it melts, 

drought [draut] n a long period of time in 
which litde or no rain falls and there is not 
enough water □ The effects of the drought are 
starting to be felt. 

drove [drouv] o past tense of drive, o « jn 
droves in large numbers □ The crowds were 
arriving in droves. 

drown [draon] o vt -1. to kill <a person or 
animal> by keeping them underwater so 
that they cannot breathe □ They drowned the 
kittens when they were born. -2. (speech, sound] 

to prevent <sb/sthg> from being heard □ His 
voice was drowned out by cries of protest, o vi 
(person, animal] to die because one is under¬ 
water and unable to breathe □ Two men are 
missing, believed drowned. 

drowsy I'drauzi] (com par drowsier, superl 
drowsiest) adj [person, animal] that is sleepy 
and unable to think clearly □ The pills make 
you feel drowsy, so don't drive when you take 
them. 

drudge [drAd3] n a person who does a lot of 
hard boring work. 

drudgery [‘drAd3ari] n work that is hard and 
boring but that must be done, 

drug [drAg] (pt & pp drugged, cont drugging) 
On-1. medicine a substance used to treat a 
person who is ill. -2. a substance, usually il¬ 
legal, that people smoke, sniff, swallow, or 
inject for pleasure or excitement or because 
they are addicted to it □ It was clear that he 
was on drugs. □ She started taking drugs at fif¬ 
teen. □ a drug problem, o vt -1. [prisoner, pa¬ 

tient] to make <a person or animal> sleepy 
or unconscious by giving them a drug. 
-2. [meal, coffee] to add a drug to <food or 
drink> to make somebody unconscious or 
sleepy. 

drug abuse n the use of drugs, especially il¬ 
legal drugs, for pleasure or excitement, 

drug addict n a person who cannot stop tak¬ 
ing drugs. 

drug addiction « the state of being addicted 
to a particular drug. 

druggist 1'drAgist] n US a person who prepares 
and sells medicines. 

drug pusher n a person who sells illegal 
drugs. 

drugstore ['drAgst3:r] n US a shop that sells 
medicines and drugs, and items such as 
beauty products, office supplies, and snacks, 

druid I'drund] « a priest of a religion that ex¬ 
isted in Britain, Ireland, and France before 
Christianity; a modem follower of this reli¬ 
gion. 

drum [drAm] (pt & pp drummed, cont drum¬ 
ming) On-1. music a musical instrument 
consisting of a skin stretched over a hollow 
round frame that is played by hitting the 
skin with a stick or with one’s hand. -2. [for 

a liquid] a large cylindrical container made of 
metal or plastic, used for storing liquids □ an 

oil drum, o vt to drum one's fingers to hit a 
surface with one’s fingers one after another, 
usually as a sign that one is impatient, o vi 
-1. [person] to play a drum. -2. [rain, fingers, 

hoofs] to make a continuous sound like a 
drum □ the sound of the rain drumming on the 
roof. 

♦ drums npl the drums a set of drums played 
by one person in popular music. 

♦ drum into vt sep to drum sthg into sb to 
make sb remember sthg by saying it to 
them many times □ These principles were 
drummed into us in early childhood. 

♦ drum up vt sep to drum sthg up [support, 

trade] to get sthg by attracting a lot of peo¬ 
ple □ We really need to drum up some more 
business. 

drumbeat ['drAmbfit] n the sound made by 
hitting a drum. 

drum brake « a type of brake attached to the 
wheels of a vehicle that works by pressing 
against the wheel when it is used. 

drummer ['drAm3r] n a person who plays a 
drum or the drums. 

drum roll n a series of drumbeats that follow 
each other very quickly and sound like one 
long sound. 

drumstick ['drAmstik] n -1. [for a drum] a stick 
used for playing a drum or the drums. -2. [of 

a chicken] the bottom part of the leg of a 
bird, especially a chicken, that is cooked and 
eaten. 

drunk [drAgk] o past participle of drink, o adj 
-1. [person] who has drunk too much alcohol 
and can no longer speak or think clearly □ 
We got drunk on home-made wine. ■ drunk and 
disorderly law drunk and acting in a noisy or 
violent way. -2. to be drunk with sthg [with 

success, power] to feel very excited because 
of sthg one has. o n a person who is drunk 
or who often gets drunk □ A drunk stopped 
me in the street and asked me for money. 

drunkard ['drAr)k3rd] n a person who often 
gets drunk. 

drunk-driving n the offense of driving a car, 
truck etc while one is drunk □ He was caught 
for drunk-driving and lost his license. 

drunken [’drArjkan] adj [person] who is drunk 
and behaves in a way that shows it; [party, 

laughter] that is caused by or that involves 
somebody who has drunk a lot of alcohol □ 
I could hear a lot of loud drunken laughter from 
the room below. □ He fell into a drunken stupor. 

drunken driving n = drunk-driving, 

dry [drai] (compar drier, superl driest, pt & pp 
dried) o adj -1. [wood, paint, towel] that con¬ 
tains no water or liquid; [hands, glass, plate] 

not wet □ The clothes should be dry now. □ The 
ink isn't dry yet. -2. [weather, day, area] that is 
without rain □ It's the longest dry spell since 
records began. -3. [river, well, soil] that has no 
water. -4. [person] who feels thirsty; [mouth, 

throat] that needs water □ My mouth felt 
parched and dry. -5. [humor, comment] that is 
amusing in a way that is not too obvious □ 
his dry sense of humor. -6. [book, subject] that 
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one finds boring □ dry medical textbooks. 
-7. [sherry, wine] that does not taste sweet □ 
a dry white wine. 
o vt [face, hair, dishes] to make <sthg> dry □ 
He dried his hands on the towel. 
o vi [clothes, hair] The ink hasn't dried yet. □ 
quick-drying paint. 

♦ dry out o vt sep to dry sthg out [clothes, 

wood] to make sthg completely dry. o vi 
[clothes, wood, person] to become completely 
dry □ The paint takes days to dry out. 

♦ dry up o vt sep> to dry sthg up [cup, dish] to 
dry sthg by wiping it with a cloth, o vi 
-1. [lake, river, well] to become dry. -2. [supply] 

to finish or stop □ The money dried up pretty 
quickly after Sandra left. -3. [speaker] to stop 
speaking because one cannot think what to 
say □ In the middle of his speech, Grant just 
dried up. -4. [person] to dry the dishes. 

dry-clean vt to clean <a piece of clothing> 
with chemicals instead of water, 

dry cleaner n a dry cleaner's a store where 
clothes are dry-cleaned, 

dry-cleaning n the process or work of dry- 
cleaning clothes; clothes that have been 
cleaned in this way. 

dry dock n a dock where the water can be 
removed so that ships can be repaired or 
kept safe. 

dryer f'draior] n a machine that dries clothes, 

dry ginger n a fizzy drink that tastes of gin¬ 
ger, often served with whiskey, 

dry goods tip’/ -1. US goods such as cloth, 
clothes, and household goods. -2. GB goods 
such as tea, coffee, and flour, 

dry ice « solid carbon dioxide, used on stage, 
in a movie etc to look like mist, 

dry land n land, when it is contrasted with 
the sea □ It was good to be back on dry land. 

dryly ['draili] adv [comment, remark] see dry. 

dry rot n a disease caused by fungus that 
turns wood into powder, 

dry run n a complete rehearsal or practice of 
something that is done without an audience, 

dry ski slope n a slope with an artificial sur¬ 
face instead of snow, where people can 
practice skiing. 

dry-stone wall n a wall made of stones fitted 
together without mortar. 

DSc (abbr of Doctor of Science) n a postgradu¬ 
ate science degree; a person who has this 
degree. 

DSS (abbr of Department of Social Security) n 
the DSS the British government department 
responsible for the running of social security 
agencies. 

DST (abbr of daylight saving time) n the sys¬ 
tem of time used in the USA in the summer, 
which is usually one hour ahead of the local 
standard time. 

DT abbr of data transmission. 

DTI (abbr of Department of Trade and Industry) 
n the DTI the British government department 
responsible for trade and industry. 

DTP n abbr of desktop publishing. 

DT's [,di:'ti:z] (abbr of delirium tremens) npl the 
DT's a medical condition, caused by alcohol¬ 
ism, in which somebody shakes all over and 
sees things that are not there, 

dual ['dJuial] adj a dual function/purpose etc a 
function/purpose etc that has two aspects or 
parts □ dual citizenship. 

dual carriageway n GB a road on which vehicles 
traveling in opposite directions are separated 
by a barrier or a narrow strip of grass, 

dual control n [of a machine, organization] the 
state of being under the control of two peo¬ 
ple or groups of people at the same time, 

dual nationality n the state of being a citizen 
of two countries and having the right to live 

in both. 

dub [dAb] vt -1. cinema [movie, soundtrack] to re¬ 
place <the original voices in a movie> by 
the voices of other actors speaking a differ¬ 
ent language. -2. [person, place] to give <sb> 
a particular nickname □ It is dubbed "the Ven¬ 
ice of the North". 

Dubai [,du:'bai] a state in southeastern Arabia, 
on the Persian Gulf, consisting mainly of the 
port of Dubai. It is one of the United Arab 
Emirates, population: 300,000. capital: Du¬ 
bai. 

dubious ['diuibjss] adj -1. [character, activity, 

deal] that does not seem completely honest; 
[distinction, honor] that has no value □ / have 
had the dubious distinction of working for them! 
-2. to be dubious about sthg to be uncertain 
about sthg because it is perhaps not a good 
idea a I'm a little dubious about going there, my¬ 
self. 

Dublin ['dAblin] the capital of the Irish Repub¬ 
lic and its largest city, on the Irish Sea. popu¬ 
lation: 477,675. 

Dublin Bay prawn « a large prawn, usually 
eaten fried as scampi. 

Dubliner ['dAblina1) n a person who comes 
from Dublin, or who lives in Dublin, 

duchess I'dAtJas] n the title of a woman who 
is equal in rank to a duke; a woman who is 
married to a duke. 

duchy ['dAtJi] (pi duchies) n the land ruled by 
a duke. 

duck [dAk] On a common water bird with 
short legs and a flat beak that is sometimes 
kept for its eggs, meat, or feathers; the meat 
of this bird, eaten as food □ duck a Torange. ■ 
to take to sthg like a duck to water to adapt 
to or learn sthg easily and naturally, o vf 
-1. to lower cone’s head> quickly, usually 
to hide or to avoid being hit. -2. [duty, re¬ 

sponsibility, question] to avoid <sthg>. 
-3. [person] to push <sb> underwater, o vi 
-1. to lower one’s head quickly, usually to 
hide or to avoid being hit □ Quick! Duck! 
-2. to move somewhere quickly, usually to 
avoid danger □ They ducked behind the rocks. 

♦ duck out vi to duck out of sthg to avoid do¬ 
ing sthg □ Don't try to duck out of it. 

duckling ['dAkliij] n a young duck; the meat of 
this duck, eaten as food, 

duct [dAkt] n -1. construction a pipe or tube 
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for liquids, gases etc to pass through □ a heat¬ 
ing/water duct. -2. anatomy a tube in the body 
that air or a liquid passes through □ a tear duct. 

dud [dAd] o ad] -1. a dud coin/check etc a 
coin/check etc that is false and has no value 
□ They gave me a dud dollar bill. -2. a dud 
machine/bullet etc a machine/bullet etc that 
does not work □ That's a dud engine, o n 

-1. a person who is not good at doing some¬ 
thing. -2. a dud coin, bill etc; a dud shell, 
bullet etc □ Fortunately, the bomb was a dud. 

dude [diu:d] n US a man (informal use), 

dude ranch n us a ranch where tourists can 
stay, ride horses etc. 

due [dJ’ui] o adj -1. to be due (event, plane, per¬ 
son] to be expected to take place, appear, or 
arrive at a particular time; [baby] to be ex¬ 
pected to be bom □ I'm due at a meeting in ten 
minutes. □ She's due back at four o'clock. □ The 
book is due out in May. □ I'm due to give a talk 
there tonight. □ When is the baby due? -2. due 
care/consideration etc the amount of care/ 
consideration etc that is suitable or neces¬ 
sary □ He was charged with driving without due 
care and attention, m in due course after the 
proper amount of time □ Your new card will be 
sent to you in due course. -3. to be due [pay¬ 
ment, sum] to have to be paid □ This bill is due 
for payment now. ■ to be due to sb [money, re¬ 
spect] to be owed to sb. ■ to be due sthg to 
be owed sthg □ We're due a pay increase. 
-4. to be due to sthg to be caused by sthg □ 
The delay was due to mechanical problems. 
On to give him his due a phrase used to 
mention a good point about somebody who 
one generally disapproves of □ / don't like her, 
but to give her her due, she's very generous. 
o adv due north/south etc exactly north/ 
south etc. 

♦ dues np>l money or fees that one pays to 
belong to a club, organization etc □ I've paid 
my dues to the union. 

♦ due to prep because of <sthg> □ ‘Canceled 
due to illness.' 

due date n the latest date that something can 
be paid, delivered etc. 

duel I'dimal] n a fight between two people with 
swords or guns, often to decide a quarrel, 

duet [diui'et] n a piece of music that is written 
for two players or singers, 

duffel bag 1'dAfl-] n a canvas bag, worn over 
one’s shoulder, that is round at the bottom 
and closed at the top with string, 

duffel coat n a heavy coat that has long 
wooden buttons and usually a hood, 

duffle bag ['dAfl-1 n = duffel bag. 

duffle coat n = duffel coat, 

dug [dAg] past tense &! past participle of dig. 

dugout 1'dAgaut] n -1. a dugout (canoe) a boat 
made from a log that has been hollowed 
out. -2. sport a covered section of seating 
beside a playing field where managers, 
trainers etc sit during a game. 

DUI (abbr of driving under the influence) n US 
the crime of driving after drinking too much 
alcohol □ It's his second DUI. 

dump 

duke [dJuik] n the title of a nobleman of the 
highest rank □ the Duke of York. 

dull [dAl] o adj -1. [person, conversation, eve¬ 

ning] that is not interesting or exciting □ 
We're so busy there's never a dull moment. 
-2. [gray, light, glow] that is not bright □ A dull, 
blue light shone through the curtains. 
-3. [weather, day] that is cloudy □ It was a dull, 
cloudy day. -4. [sound, thud, boom] that is not 
loud or clear □ There was a dull explosion 
somewhere far away. -5. [ache, pain] that is felt 
all the time but never becomes suddenly 
painful □ All I could feel was a constant dull pain 
in my jaw. o vt -1. [pain, feeling] to make 
<sthg> weaker □ / took some aspirin to dull the 
pain. -2. [color, metal] to make <sthg> less 
bright □ a dull grayish color. 

duly ['d-iuili] adv -1. in the proper or correct 
way □ Your proposal has been duly noted. -2. as 
expected □ We duly received her letter of ac¬ 
knowledgment. 

dumb [dAm] adj -1. [person] who cannot speak 
□ She was bom deaf and dumb. -2. [person] 
who one thinks is stupid (informal use) □ 
Don't be so dumb, of course he's coming! 

dumbbell ['dAmbel] n a metal bar with 
weights at both ends that is lifted in one 
hand to exercise one’s muscles, 

dumbfound [dAm'faund] vt to be dumbfounded 
to be so surprised that one does not know 
what to say □ He just stared at me, utterly 
dumbfounded. 

dumbstruck 1'dAmstrAk] adj to be dumbstruck 
to be so surprised and shocked that one 
cannot speak. 

dumb waiter n an elevator for carrying food, 
plates, garbage etc between the floors of a 
building. 

dumdum (bullet) I'dAmdAm-] n a bullet that 
expands when it hits a person’s body, 

dummy ['dAmi] {pi dummies) o adj a dummy 
gun/drawer etc a gun /drawer etc that looks 
real but cannot be used, o n -1. [in a store 
window] a model of a person, usually used 
for displaying clothes □ a tailor's dummy □ a 
ventriloquist's dummy. -2. [of a gun, door] some¬ 
thing that looks real but is in fact a toy or 
model. -3. GB [for babies] a specially shaped 
piece of rubber that is given to a baby to 
suck. -4. sport a trick in which a player pre¬ 
tends to move or pass the ball in order to 
make an opponent move in the wrong di¬ 
rection. o vt sport to make <sb> move in 
the wrong direction by using a dummy, 

dummy run n a rehearsal or trial of some¬ 
thing new to find out if it works, 

dump [dAmp] on-1. [for garbage] a place, 
usually an area of open ground, where gar¬ 
bage and waste materials can be left □ a gar¬ 
bage dump. -2. [for weapons] a place where 
weapons, military supplies etc are stored □ 
an ammunition dump. -3. a place that one 
thinks is dirty and unpleasant (informal use) □ 
This hotel's a real dump. 
o vt -1. [bag, laundry, suitcase] to put <sthg> 
down in a careless and untidy way; [load, 
sand] to unload <sthg> □ She dumped her 
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books on my desk. □ The truck dumped its load 
of coal. -2. [garbage, car] to throw <sthg> 
away, especially in a careless or dangerous 
way □ Radioactive waste is being dumped off 
our shores. -3. business [meat, butter, cars) to 
sell <goods> abroad in large quantities and 
at low prices. -4. computing to transfer 
<data> from the memory of a computer to 
a disk or printer. -5. [girlfriend, boyfriend] to 
finish a relationship with <sb> (informal use). 

♦ dumps npl to be (down) in the dumps to 
feel sad and depressed, 

dumper (truck) n gb = dump truck, 

dumping ['dAmpiri] n the act of throwing 
away something that is no longer wanted or 
useful □ nuclear dumping. ■ 'No dumping' a 
phrase used on signs to show that dumping 
of waste materials is not allowed there, 

dumping ground n a place where garbage or 
unwanted objects are left, 

dumpling ['dAmpliirf « a ball of dough cooked 
and served with meat or soup or as a dessert. 

Dumpster™ ['dAmpstsfl n US a large container 
that is used for putting garbage in, e.g. dur¬ 
ing building work. 

dump truck us, dumper (truck) [‘dAmpar-] gb n 
a truck with a container for carrying its load 
that can be tilted so that the load slides out. 

dumpy ['dAmpi] (compar dumpier, superl dump¬ 
iest) adj [person] who looks short and fat (in¬ 
formal use). 

dunce [dAns] n a person who one thinks is 
slightly stupid and unable to learn things 
very quickly. 

dune [diurn] n a hill of sand in the desert or 
near the ocean, made by the wind, 

dung [dArj] n excrement from animals such as 
cows and horses. 

dungarees [.dAgga'ruz] npl -1. US heavy jeans. 
-2. GB trousers made of strong material that 
have a piece of material covering the chest 
and are held up by shoulder straps, 

dungeon ['dAndjan] n an underground prison, 
often in a castle. 

dunk [dAr)k] vt [cookie, cake] to dip <sthg> into 
a cup of tea, coffee etc before eating it. 

Dunkirk [dAn'k3:rk] a port in northern France, 
on the English Channel. Many Allied sol¬ 
diers were rescued from Dunkirk in a mili¬ 
tary operation in World War II. population: 

71,071. 

duo ['d-iuiou] n -1. [of performers] two actors, 
singers, musicians etc who perform togeth¬ 
er. -2. [of people] two people, when they are 
talked about together. 

duodenal ulcer [,diu:oudi:nl-] n an ulcer in the 
part of the small intestine that is just below 
the stomach. 

dupe [diuip] o vt to trick <sb> into doing 
something □ He duped me into believing him. 
on a person who is duped, 

duplex ['diuipleks] n US -1. an apartment that 
has rooms on two floors. -2. a house that 
shares a wall with a neighboring house, 

duplicate [adj & n 'd-iurplikat, vb 'dimplikeit] 

o adj a duplicate copy/key etc a copy/key etc 
that is an exact copy of something and 
looks just like it. o n a duplicate copy of 
something. ■ in duplicate with a duplicate 
copy □ Applications should be submitted in dupli¬ 
cate. o vt -1. [key, document] to make an ex¬ 
act copy of <sthg>. -2. [work] to do <sthg 
that has already been done>, so that it is 
done twice. 

duplication [.diuipli'keijn] n [of work, a key, 

document] see duplicate □ an unnecessary dupli¬ 

cation of effort. 

duplicity [dJu'plisati] n deceitful behavior (for¬ 
mal use). 

Dur abbr of Durham. 

durability [.d-iusra'bitati] n [of a car, material, re¬ 

lationship] the ability of something to last for 
a long time. 

durable ['d-iuarsbl] adj [product, material] that is 
strong and can last for a long time, 

duration [dio'reijh] n [of a war, the winter, an ill¬ 

ness] the period of time that something lasts 
□ He kept silent for the duration of the meeting. 

duress [d-iu'res] n to do sthg under duress to do 
sthg because one has been forced to do it. 

Durex™ ['diuareks] n -1. GB a condom. -2. AUS 
clear sticky tape used for sticking paper 
onto something. 

Durham [US 'd3:r3m, GB 'dArsm] -1. a county in 
northeastern England. SIZE: 2,436 sq kms. 
POPULATION: 598,700. administrative center: 
Durham. -2. a city in the county of Durham, 
England, famous for its cathedral and uni¬ 
versity. population: 26,000. 

during ['diuarirfl prep -1. I worked there during 
the summer I worked there all through the 
summer. -2. she died during the night she 
died at some point in the night, 

dusk [dAsk] n the last period of daylight, just 
before it becomes completely dark, 

dusky ['dAski] (compar duskier, superl duskiest) 
adj [skin, complexion] that is dark rather than 
light or bright (literary use), 

dust [dAst] On-1. [in the road] very small 
pieces of earth or sand □ The cars disappeared 
in a cloud of dust. -2. [on furniture] fine powder 
made up of particles of dirt □ There was dust 
everywhere. ■ to gather dust [ornaments, books] 
to become dusty; [idea, plan] to remain un¬ 
used for a long period. -3. [from a substance] 
fine powder made up of tiny pieces of sub¬ 
stances such as gold, coal etc □ chalk/coal/gold 
dust, o vt -1. [furniture, ornament] to clean 
<sthg> by wiping it with a cloth or brush to 
remove the dust. -2. to dust sthg with sthg 
[with powder, sugar] to cover sthg with a thin 
layer of sthg. 

♦ dust off vt sep -1. to dust sb/sthg off to 
clean the dust or dirt from sb/sthg □ I got up 
off the floor and dusted myself off. -2. to dust 
sthg off [suit, speech, plan] to try to make sthg 
appear new by cleaning it or by making a 
few changes. 

dustbin [ dAstbin] n GB a large container that 
is kept outside a house and is used for put¬ 
ting household garbage into. 
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Dust Bowl: the Dust Bowl the states in the 

central USA, including Oklahoma and Kan¬ 

sas, that suffered from dust storms and 
drought in the 1930s. 

W THE DUST BOWL 

The Dust Bowl was an ecological disaster 

that affected the US states of Oklahoma, 

Kansas, Nebraska, and North and South Da¬ 

kota. It was caused mainly by poor farming 

methods: farmers had removed millions of 

acres of grass to plant wheat, which does 

not hold the soil together well. When a 

drought came in the 1930s, the winds 

picked up the loose soil, causing dust storms 

that forced 60% of the population to leave 

the region. Most of these people, called 

“Okies,” went to the West Coast of America 
to settle. 

dustcart ['dAstka:rt] n GB a truck that is used 
to collect the garbage from people’s garbage 
cans. 

dust cover n = dust jacket. 

duster ['dAst3r] n -1. [for dusting] a cloth for 
dusting. -2. US [for keeping clean] an item of 
clothing that is worn over ordinary clothes 
to keep them clean while one is working. 

dust jacket n a paper cover that is wrapped 
around the hard covers of a book and often 
gives information about the book and its 
author. 

dustman ['dAstman] (pi dustmen [-man]) n GB a 
person whose job is to empty garbage from 
people’s garbage cans. 

dust mite n a very small insect that lives in 
carpets, beds etc and can cause attacks of 
asthma or allergies. 

dustpan [’dAstpren] n a small flat container 
with a handle that is used with a small 
brush to sweep up dirt and garbage □ a dust¬ 
pan and brush. 

dustsheet ['dAstJnt] « GB a large cloth used to 
cover furniture to protect it from dust. 

dust storm n a violent weather condition where 
strong winds blow clouds of dust around. 

dusty 1'dAsti] (compar dustier, superl dustiest) 
adj [room, furniture, surface] that is covered 
with dust because it has not been used or 
cleaned for a long time □ It's probably dusty, 
so be careful with your coat! 

Dutch [dAtf] o ft pi the Dutch people who 

come from the Netherlands, o « the lan¬ 

guage of the Dutch, o adj: Dutch bulbs/ 

cheese, o adv to go Dutch to share the cost of 

tickets, a meal etc when one goes out with 

somebody. 

Dutch barn « GB a structure consisting of a 
metal frame with no walls and a curved 
roof that is used for storing crops on a farm. 

Dutch courage « false courage that one gets 
by drinking alcohol (informal use). 

Dutch elm disease n a disease that kills elms. 

Dutchman ['dAtJman] (pi Dutchmen [-man]) n a 
man who comes from the Netherlands. 

Dutchwoman ['dAt/wuman] (pi Dutchwomen) n 
a woman who comes from the Netherlands. 

dutiful ['dJu:tifl] adj [son, daughter] who is 
obedient and respectful, especially toward 
their family □ She gave a dutiful smile. 

duty ['diuiti] (pi duties) n -1. [of a person] a 
moral or legal responsibility a As a citizen it's 
your duty to report the crime. □ Have you no 
sense of duty to your parents? m to do one's 
duty to do what one feels it is one’s respon¬ 
sibility to do □ / was only doing my duty, please 
don't take it personally. -2. [of a job] the work 
that somebody has to do as part of their job 
□ The policeman/soldier/nurse reported for duty. ■ 
to be on/off duty [policeman, nurse] to be 
working/not working □ She goes off duty at 
11 o'clock. -3. [on goods] a tax paid on goods 
or services □ customs/stamp/death duty. 

♦ duties npl the particular tasks or respon¬ 
sibilities that are part of somebody’s job □ 
Your duties will include dealing with customers. 

duty bound adj to be duty bound to do sthg 
to have to do sthg because one feels it is 
one’s responsibility □ Susan felt duty bound to 
tell me exactly what happened. 

duty-free adj [alcohol, tobacco, perfume] that is 
sold without tax, usually in airports or on 
ships. 

duty officer n GB [in the police, army] the officer 
on duty or in charge. 

duvet [US du'vei, GB 'du:vei] « GB a large bed 
cover that is filled with feathers or man¬ 
made fiber □ a duvet cover. 

DVLA (abbr of Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency) « the DVLA the British government 
department responsible for collecting road 
tax and keeping records of drivers’ licenses 
and vehicles. 

DVM (abbr of Doctor of Veterinary Medicine) n 
a postgraduate degree in veterinary medi¬ 
cine; a person who has this degree. 

dwarf [dwo:rf] (pi dwarfs or dwarves [dwo:rvz]) 

o adj a dwarf plant/animal a plant/animal 
that never grows to be as large as other 
members of the same species, o n -l.T a 
person who does not grow to normal height 
(offensive use). -2. in folk legends, a small 
man with a beard and a pointed hat who 
often has magical powers, o vt to be much 
bigger in size than <sthg>, and so make it 
look very small □ The house is dwarfed by the 
new office buildings. 

dwell [dwel] (pt & pp dwelt or dwelled) vi to 
live in a particular place (literary use). 

♦ dwell on vt fus to dwell on sthg (on the past, 

a problem] to think or talk for too long about 
sthg □ Try not to dwell on it. 

-dweller [-'dwelar] suffix a city/cave-dweller a 
person who lives in a city/cave. 

dwelling ['dwelig] « a place where somebody 
lives (literary use). 

dwelt [dwelt] past tense & past participle of 

dwell. 
DWI n US abbr of driving while intoxicated. 

dwindle ['dwindl] vi [supply, money, number of 

people] to gradually become smaller in 
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amount or number □ Movie audiences started 
to dwindle with the introduction of video. 

dwindling ['dwindlir)] adj (supply, money, num¬ 

ber] that is gradually becoming smaller in 
amount or number □ our ever-dwindling group 
of unmarried friends. 

dye [dai] o « a substance for changing the 
color of hair, clothes etc. o vt to change the 
color of <clothes, hair> etc using dye □ She 
dyed her hair red. 

dyed [daid] odj [cloth, wool, hair] that has been 
dyed □ Her hair was obviously dyed. 

dying ['dang] o cont —» die. o adj -1. [person, 

animal, plant] that is going to die soon □ He 
visited his dying father in the hospital. -2. [lan¬ 

guage, tradition, industry] that is becoming less 
important and does not seem likely to con¬ 
tinue in the future, o npl the dying people 
who are dying. 

dyke [dark] n = dike. 

dynamic [dai'nxmik] adj [person] who has a lot 
of energy and ideas. 

♦ dynamics npl the study of movement, 
forces, and energy. 

dynamism ['dainamizm] n: see dynamic. 

dynamite ['dainamait] o n -1. an explosive, 
often in the form of a stick, that is used e.g. 
in mining □ a stick of dynamite. -2. to be dyna¬ 
mite [person, story, piece of news] to be very 
exciting or impressive □ You were dynamite! 
o vt [building, bridge, mountain] to make 
<sthg> explode using dynamite. 

dynamo ['dainamou] {pi dynamos) « a device 
that converts the movement of a machine or 
vehicle into electricity. 

dynasty [us 'dainssti, gb 'din-] {pi dynasties) n 
a series of rulers of a country who are all 
from the same family. 

dysentery [US 'disnten, GB -ntri] n a disease of 
the intestines that causes severe diarrhea. 

dyslexia [dis'leksis] n a disorder that makes it 
hard for people to see the difference be¬ 
tween letters, and so makes reading diffi¬ 
cult. 

dyslexic [dis'leksikj adj [person] who suffers 
from dyslexia. 

dyspepsia [dis'pepsia] n indigestion (formal or 
technical use). 

e [i:] {pi e's or es), E [i:] (pi E's or Es) n the fifth 

letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ E o n music one of the notes in Western 

music, o abbr of east. 

El 11 [, iiwAm'levn] n a form that an EU citizen 

fills out to get the right to health care while 

they are visiting other EU countries, 

ea. abbr of each. 
each [i:tJ] o det each child all the children in a 

group considered separately (used of a 

group of two or more people or things) □ 
Each contestant has to answer three questions. □ 
Each time I see that movie I cry. o pron: Each of 
them has his/her/their own ideas, o adv: We 
were each given a present. □ We can't share it; 
we need one each. □ The books cost £10 each. 

♦ each other pron Tom and Carol love each 
other Tom loves Carol and Carol loves Tom 

(used of two or more people in a group) □ 
Mike and I have known each other for years. □ 
We were getting on each other's nerves. 

eager ['i:gar] adj [person, expression, behavior] 

that shows enthusiasm about something □ 
He is eager for success/eager to meet you. 

eagerly l'i:gs>Ti] adv [talk, plan] see eager □ We 
waited eagerly for the results. 

eagle ['i:gl] n a large bird of prey with broad 

wings and a hooked beak, 

eagle-eyed [-'aid] adj [person] who has very 

good eyesight or is good at noticing small 

details. 

Eagle Scout n in the USA, the highest rank 

for a boy scout, 

eaglet [’figlat] n a young eagle. 

Ealing comedy ['film-] n one of several 

movies made at Ealing Studios, London, in 

the 1940s find 1950s, that are known for 

their gende humor. 

E and OE {abbr of errors and omissions ex¬ 
cepted) a phrase written on an invoice to 
show that the company is not responsible 
for any mistakes in it. 

ear [iar] n -1. [of a person, animal] one of the 
two parts of the body on each side of the 
head that are used for hearing. ■ to play by 
ear music to play a piece of music on an in¬ 
strument without any written music. ■ to 
play it by ear to go into a situation without a 
fixed plan and to decide what to do accord¬ 
ing to what happens □ Let's play it by ear and 
see what happens when we get there, m to go in 
one ear and out the other [advice, information] 

to be forgotten immediately (informal use) □ 
You can talk to him all you like, but it just goes in 
one ear and out the other, m to have or keep 
one's ear to the ground to pay attention in 
order to find out information about some¬ 
thing □ / don't know of anything right now, but 
I'll keep my ear to the ground for you. • to have 
sb's ear to be able to influence sb important. 
■ to have an ear for sthg [for music, languages] 

to be good at appreciating, learning, or re¬ 
producing sthg that is connected with sound 
□ Jenny has a very good ear for music. -2. [of 

wheat] the top part of a stem of wheat or 
com that contains the grains used for food, 

earache [Tareik] n a pain inside the ear. 

eardrum |li3rdrAm] n a piece of tightly- 
stretched skin inside the ear that helps one 
to hear sounds. 

Earhart ['eatiiait], Amelia (1898-1937) a US 
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pilot who was the first woman to fly across 
the Atlantic Ocean alone. 

earl [3:1] n a British nobleman who ranks be¬ 
low a marquess and above a viscount, 

earlier ['3:1i3r] o adj -1. a word used to refer 
to a period or point in time before the pres¬ 
ent one, or before one in the past □ as / said 
on an earlier occasion. -2. [version, model, inter¬ 
view] that existed, happened etc before 
something similar that has already been 
mentioned □ according to earlier reports, o adv 
at a point in time before the present one, or 
before one in the past □ as I mentioned earlier 
□ earlier that day. ■ earlier on at an earlier time 
□ He was here earlier on. 

earliest ]'3:rli3st] o adj -1. first □ I'll speak to 
her at the earliest opportunity. ■ at your earliest 
convenience as soon as you can. -2. that 
happens, exists etc before everybody or 
everything else of the same type □ The earli¬ 
est train doesn't leave until 8 a.m. o adv at the 
earliest not before the time stated □ / won't 
be there until Monday at the earliest. 

earlobe [haloub] n the soft rounded piece of 
flesh at the bottom of the ear. 

early [*3:rli] (compar earlier, superl earliest) 
o adj -1. to be early to arrive before the ex¬ 
pected or usual time □ John was early for his 
appointment. □ She was ten minutes early. 
-2. [hour, breakfast, train] that exists, happens 
etc at the beginning of the day □ I've got an 
early start tomorrow. -3. [memory, invention, 
movie] that is from the beginning of a par¬ 
ticular period of time, e.g. somebody’s life 
or career □ / prefer her early poems. □ the early 
morning mist □ The vase is early Victorian, 
o adv -1. [leave, arrive] before the time that is 
expected or usual □ Mail early for Christmas. □ 
The meeting ended early. -2. [set off, rise] at the 
beginning of the morning □ / got up early. 
-3. at or near the beginning of a period □ 
She's flying over in early November. □ She's arriv¬ 
ing early this evening. □ We should hear early 
next week. ■ as early as at a time that is 
sooner than is usual or expected □ The job 
could be finished as early as Friday. ■ early on at 
or near the beginning □ It was something she 
wrote early on in her career. 

early closing day n in Britain, the one day 
each week on which most of the shops in a 
town close earlier than normal, 

early retirement « to take early retirement to 
retire before the official retirement age. 

early warning system « a military radar sys¬ 
tem that is designed to notice signs of an 
enemy attack as soon as possible, 

earmark ['iarma:rk] vt to be earmarked for sthg 
[money, land] to be reserved for a particular 
purpose in the future. 

earn [3:rn] vt -1. [wage, salary! to receive <a 
sum of money> as a payment for working □ 
She earns £30,000 a year. -2. business to prod¬ 
uce <interest, a profit, or a sum of money> 
for a person, company etc □ His investments 
earned him a lot of money. -3. [respect, praise, 
reputation] to get <sthg that one deserves> as 

a result of one’s actions □ She earned her 
place in the people's affections. 

earned income [,3:rnd-] n money that one re¬ 
ceives for work one does. 

earner ['3irn3r] « -1. a person who earns mon¬ 
ey by working. -2. GB a nice little earner 
something that produces profits easily, e.g. a 
business (informal use). 

earnest ['3:rn3st] adj [person, expression, at¬ 

tempt] that is serious and sincere □ It is my 
earnest wish to make up for the damage I have 
done. 

♦ in earnest o adj to be in earnest to be seri¬ 
ous and not intended as a joke or to deceive 
somebody □ Do you think he is in earnest? 
o adv [speak, begin] seriously; [rain, snow] 
heavily. 

earnings ['3irnir)z] npl the money that a per¬ 
son, company, or country earns □ Do you 
have earnings from any other sources? 

earnings-related adj [payment, benefit] that is 
calculated in relation to one’s earnings while 
one is in work. 

Earp [3:rp], Wyatt (1849-1929) a US lawman 
from the Wild West. He won a famous gun 
battle at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Ari¬ 
zona. 

earphones [’isfoonz] npl a piece of equipment 
that fits directly over one’s ears and is used 
for listening to recorded music or speech in 
private. 

earplugs ['i3rplAgz] upl small pieces of wax or 
foam that fit inside one’s ears to protect 
them from loud noise or water □ / wear ear¬ 
plugs in bed. □ a pair of earplugs. 

earring ['writ)] n a piece of jewelry that peo¬ 
ple wear attached to their earlobe. 

earshot ['i3r/Dt] n within/out of earshot close 
enough/too far away to hear something that 
is being said □ They moved out of earshot of 
the others. 

earsplitting [Tarsplitir)] adj [scream, noise] that 
is very loud and unpleasant to hear. 

earth [3:r0] o n -1. astronomy the planet that 
we live on □ The Earth revolves around the Sun. 
□ the planet earth. ■ who/what/where etc on 
earth a phrase used when asking a question 
to emphasize that one does not know or 
understand something, or that one is an¬ 
noyed or surprised □ Where on earth did I put 
those keys? □ What on earth is he talking about? 
□ How on earth did you do that? ■ to cost/ 
charge the earth GB to cost/charge a very 
large amount of money. -2. [in an area] the 
surface of an area of land □ The explosion 
made the earth shake. -3. [on the ground] the 
substance that covers the surface of land in 
which plants grow □ The carrots still had earth 
on them. -4. electricity the wire that con¬ 
nects an electrical appliance or plug to the 

ground. 
o vt GB to connect <an appliance, plug> etc 
to the ground with an electrical wire □ All 
appliances must be earthed. 

earthenware ['3:r0nwe3r] o adj [vase, casserole, 
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plate] made of baked clay, o n objects made of 
baked clay, e.g. vases or plates. 

earthling ['3:r01ir)] « in science fiction, a hu¬ 
man being who lives on the Earth. 

earthly [’3ir01i] adj -1. [life, power] that is con¬ 
nected with material things rather than with 
the spirit □ leaving behind all her earthly posses¬ 
sions. -2. no earthly reason/purpose etc no 
possible or real reason/purpose etc □ There is 
no earthly reason why I shouldn't go. □ He 
doesn't have an earthly chance. 

earthquake ['3:r0kweik] n a movement below 
the surface of the earth that causes the 
ground to shake. 

earthshattering ['3:r0Jaetario] adj [news, event] 
that seems very important and surprising or 
shocking (informal use) □ It's hardly earthshat¬ 
tering news. 

earth tremor « a small earthquake. 

earthward(s) ['3:r0w3rd(z)] adv [fly, fall] down 
toward the earth. 

earthworks [’3:r0w3:rks] npl in the past, mas¬ 
ses of earth that were built for defense. 

earthworm ['3:r0w3:rm] n a common type of 
worm that lives in soil. 

earthy ['3ir0i] (compar earthier, superl earthiest) 
adj -1. [person, humor] that is open about 
subjects that embarrass some people □ She 
has a really earthy sense of humor. -2. [taste, 
smell] that is like earth. 

earwax ['i3rwaeks] n the natural wax in peo¬ 
ple’s ears. 

earwig ['i3rwig] n a small thin insect with two 
sharp points at the end of its tail. 

ease [i:z] o « -1. a lack of difficulty in doing 
something □ The new entrance is designed for 
ease of access. ■ to do sthg with ease to do 
sthg easily □ Her horse jumped the fence with 
ease. -2. a life of ease a life of comfort and 
relaxation. ■ to be or feel at ease to feel con¬ 
fident and relaxed □ Try to make the candi¬ 
dates feel at ease during the interview. ■ to be 
or to feel ill at ease to feel nervous and un¬ 
comfortable □ Simon felt very ill at ease sur¬ 
rounded by all those strange people, o vt 
-1. [pain, tension] to make <sthg> less severe 
□ The codeine should help to ease the pain. 
-2. [patient, piano, sculpture] to move <sb/ 
sthg> carefully and slowly into a particular 
position □ She eased the window open. □ She 
eased herself into the armchair, o vi [problem, 
pain, rain] to become less severe □ The rain 
showed no sign of easing. 

♦ ease off vi [problem, pain, rain] = ease □ The 
rain started to ease off slightly. 

♦ ease up vi -1. [pressure, work, traffic] to be¬ 
come less intense □ Things at work should ease 
up in a day or two. -2. [person] to become less 
active; to relax □ You should really ease up or 
you'll give yourself an ulcer. ■ to ease up on sb 
to treat sb less severely (informal use) □ Try to 
ease up on David a little — he's only a boy. 

easel ['i:zl] n a piece of equipment that is 
used to support a picture while it is being 
painted. 

easily ['kzali] adv -1. [cope, succeed, win] with¬ 

out difficulty □ That problem is easily solved. 
-2. easily the best the best without doubt □ 
She's easily the most suitable of the three candi¬ 
dates. -3. [speak, behave] in a confident way 
without showing tension or worry. 

east [i:st] o n -1. the direction the sun rises in 
□ He looked toward the east. -2. the east the 
part of a country or region that is nearest to 
the direction the sun rises in □ The weather is 
worse in the east, o adj [side, coast] that is in 
or faces the east. ■ an east wind a wind that 
comes from the east, o adv [face, travel] to¬ 
ward the east. ■ east of sthg situated to the 
east of sthg □ We live 180 km east of the capital. 

♦ East n the East the eastern part of a coun¬ 
try or region; the continent of Asia, especial¬ 
ly when it is contrasted with Europe and 
the West; the countries of Eastern Europe 
and the area that used to be the USSR □ 
East-West relations. 

East Anglia [-'aeqglia] a region of eastern Eng¬ 
land consisting of the counties of Norfolk 
and Suffolk, and parts of Essex and Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. 

East Asia = Far East. 

eastbound ['iistbaund] adj [road, direction] that 
leads toward the east; [train, traffic] that trav¬ 
els toward the east. 

East Coast the eastern coast of the USA. 
NOTE: When Americans refer to the East 
Coast, they usually mean the northeastern 
cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
and Washington D.C. 

East End: the East End the eastern part of 
London, which was traditionally a 
working-class area. 

Easter ['i:st3r] n a Christian religious .festival 
that is held to celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ after his death. 

'« EASTER 

Easter is one of the most important religious 
festivals in the USA,. Britain, and Australia, 
and Good Friday and Easter Monday are 
public holidays. Both the USA and Australia 
have the tradition of the Easter Bunny, who 
comes during the night and leaves Easter 
baskets or chocolate Easter eggs for children 
to find on Easter Sunday. Parents also hide 
colored hard-boiled eggs or chocolate Easter 
eggs in the house and backyard for children 
to “hunt.” In the USA big parades are also 
held in cities like New York. 

Easter basket n US a basket filled with candy 
that is left for children on Easter morning. 

Easter bunny n us & AUS an imaginary rabbit 
that children believe brings Easter eggs. 

Easter egg n a decorated egg, usually made 
of chocolate, that is given as a present at 
Easter. 

Easter Island an island in the South Pacific 
Ocean, belonging to Chile. It is famous for 
the ancient stone statues found there, size: 
162.5 sq kms. population: 2,770. 

easterly ['i:st3rli] adj -1. [place] that is in the 
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east; [direction] that is toward the east. -2. 

[wind] that comes from the east. 

eastern [’i:starn] adj that is in or from the east 
of a country or region. 

♦ Eastern adj -l. [religion, philosophy, culture] 

that is found in or comes from Asia. -2. that 
relates to the countries in the east of Europe 
□ Eastern European languages. 

Eastern bloc: the Eastern bloc the USSR and 
the countries of Eastern Europe that used to 
have close political and economic links with 
each other □ Eastern bloc countries. 

Eastern Europe the eastern part of Europe, 
consisting of countries that used to have 
Communist governments, e.g. Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Roma¬ 
nia, and the Balkan states. 

Eastern Seaboard n the Eastern Seaboard the 
regions along the east coast of the USA or 
Australia. 

Easter Sunday « the day every year when 
Christians celebrate, the resurrection of 
Christ. 

East Germany the eastern part of Germany 
that was a Communist republic from 1949 
until the reunification of Germany in 1990. 

East River: the East River the river between 
Manhattan and Long Island, USA. 

East Timor [-'tiimo;1) the eastern part of the 
island of Timor, in southeast Asia, that was 
annexed by Indonesia in 1975. 

eastward ['i:stw3rd] o adj [side, slope] that 
faces the east; (direction, journey] that goes to¬ 
ward the east, o adv toward the east. 

eastwards ['i:stw3rdz] adv toward the east □ 
You can travel eastwards for days and see no 
one. 

easy f'iizi] {compar easier, superl easiest) o adj 
-1. [task, question, victory] that is not difficult 
or complicated and causes no problems □ 
The new material is very easy to clean/use. □ 
She's nice, and extremely easy to get on with. -2. 
an easy time/life a time/life that is pleasant 
and relaxing, and involves no problems or 
effort □ I'll do anything for an easy life. -3. [per¬ 

son, manner, conversation] that is relaxed and 
shows no tension or worry, 
o adv (informal use) to go easy on sb to treat 
sb less severely than usual, especially be¬ 
cause they are having problems □ Go easy on 
Anthony, he's not been too well recently. ■ to go 
easy on sthg not to use too much of sthg □ 
Go easy on the chili sauce, won't you? ■ to take 
it or things easy to relax □ Why don't you take 
it easy for a while and I'll make dinner. 

easy chair tt a large comfortable armchair. 

easygoing [,i:zi'gouig] adj [person, attitude] that 
is tolerant and relaxed. 

eat [i:t] (pi ate, pp eaten) o vt to take in 
<food> through one's mouth □ He was eating 
a sandwich, o vi to eat food; to have a meal 
□ She was too sick to eat. □ Where should we 

eat tonight? 
♦ eat away vt sep -1. to eat sthg away [metal, 

paint, plastic] to remove the surface of sthg 

slowly. -2. to eat sthg away [savings, capital] 
to use all of sthg slowly. 

♦ eat into vt fus to eat into sthg to eat sthg 
away. 

♦ eat out vi to eat a meal, especially an even¬ 
ing meal, at a restaurant □ Let's eat out this 
evening. 

♦ eat up vt sep -1. to eat sthg up Imeal, vegeta¬ 

bles] to eat all of sthg. -2. to eat sthg up 
[money, time, energy] to use a lot of sthg very 
quickly. 

eaten fiitn] past participle of eat. 

eater l'i:t3r] n a person who eats something or 
who eats in a particular way □ He's a slow/ 
messy/meat eater. 

eatery [’fitari] (pi eateries) n a place where 
people pay to have a meal, e.g. a restaurant 
or cafe. 

eating apple ['iitirj-] n an apple that is sweet 
enough to be eaten without being cooked, 

eau de cologne Doudsks'loon] « a type of 
light perfume that makes one feel fresh, 

eaves [i:vz] np! the bottom edges of a roof, 

eavesdrop [’fivzdrop] (pt & pp eavesdropped, 
cont eavesdropping) vi to fisten secretly to 
what is being said □ / caught him eavesdrop¬ 
ping on us/our conversation. 

ebb [eb] o « [of the sea] the movement of wa¬ 
ter away from the shore when the tide is 
going out. ■ the ebb and flow of sthg the 
good and bad periods of sthg that follow 
each other. ■ to be at a low ebb (person] to 
be unhappy; [business, relationship] to be less 
successful than before or than usual, o vi 
-1. [sea, tide] to flow away from the shore. 
-2. (strength, feeling] to become weaker and 
disappear gradually (literary use) □ The pain 
ebbed away. 

ebb tide n a tide that is going out. 

ebony f'ebani] o adj (hair, skin] black (literary 
use), on a very hard dark wood, 

ebullient [I'buliont] adj [person, wit, manner] 

that is lively, cheerful, and enthusiastic. 

EC n abbr of European Community, 

eccentric [ik'sentrik] o adj [person, behavior, ap¬ 

pearance] that people think is strange, espe¬ 
cially in an amusing way. o n an eccentric 
person o He's a harmless eccentric. 

eccentricity [.eksen'trissti] (pi eccentricities) « 
-1. see eccentric. -2. an eccentric habit, ac¬ 
tion, or way of thinking □ It's just one of his 
little eccentricities. 

ecclesiastic(al) [i,kli:zi'aestik(l)] adj [music, 

architecture] that is connected with the Chris¬ 
tian church. 

ECG n abbr of electrocardiograph. 
ECGD (abbr of Export Credits Guarantee De¬ 

partment) « the British government depart¬ 
ment that protects British exporters against 
nonpayment by their clients, 

echelon ['ejglon] n a level in an organization 
or a society where people have a particular 
amount of power or responsibility □ a mem¬ 
ber of the upper echelons of society. 

echo ['ekou] (pi echoes, pt & pp echoed, cont 
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echoing) On-1. [of a sound] a sound that is a 
repetition of another sound reflected off a 
surface in a large area such as a cave □ Shout 
something to see if there's an echo. -2. [of a past 

event] something that reminds people of 
somebody or something in the past □ The 
situation had unfortunate echoes of my previous 
marriage, o vt [comment, phrase] to repeat 
<sb’s words or opinion>, usually to show 
agreement □ I'd like to echo what's just been 
said, o vi -1. [sound] to be repeated as an 
echo, often a number of times □ His voice 
echoed around the building. -2. [place] to be 
filled with echoes □ The corridor echoed with 
footsteps. 

eclair [ei'kleafl n a long thin cake made of 
light pastry, filled with cream, and often 
with chocolate on the top □ a chocolate eclair. 

eclectic fi'klektik] adj [style, method, taste] that 
includes what seems best from many differ¬ 
ent systems or traditions □ He has very eclec¬ 
tic tastes in music. 

eclipse [i'klips] o « -l. astronomy [of the Sun] 

a natural event in which the light of the Sun 
is blocked when the Moon passes between 
the Sun and the Earth □ a solar eclipse. -2. [of 

the Moon] a natural event in which the light 
of the Moon is blocked by the Earth moving 
between the Sun and Moon □ a lunar eclipse. 
■ a total/partial eclipse an eclipse in which 
the Sun or Moon is completely/partially 
blocked from view. -3. [of a person, organiza¬ 

tion] a loss of importance or status, o vt [per¬ 

son, organization, success] to become more 
important or influential than <sb/sthg> □ 
The announcement was completely eclipsed by 
the news from the war zone. 

ecological [.hka'lDdsikl] adj -1. [balance, dam¬ 

age, study] that is connected with ecology. 
-2. [group, movement] that aims to preserve 
the environment. 

ecologically [,i:k3'lod3ikli] adv ecologically 
friendly [product] that does not damage the 
environment. 

ecologist [i'kDbd3ist] n -1. science a person 
who studies ecology. -2. a person who be¬ 
lieves that the environment should be pre¬ 
served. 

ecology [i'kDbd3i] n -1. [of an area] the balance 
of relationships between plants, animals, 
people, and their environment □ the ecology 
of the region. -2. science the scientific study 
of the balance of the environment. 

economic [.ilks'nDmik] adj -1. [policy, forecast, 

crisis] that is connected with the financial 
state of a country or region □ The government 
is leading us into economic ruin. -2. [service, rate] 

that makes enough money to be worth¬ 
while □ It isn't economic to sell at that price. 

economical [.iiks'nDmikl] adj -1. [car, method, 

product] that saves money because it is 
cheap to use □ an economical use of resources 
□ It is more economical to buy in bulk. -2. [per¬ 

son] who is careful not to waste money □ / 
try to be as economical as possible with my 
grant. 

economics [,i:ka'riDmiks] o n the study of 

how wealth is created and used in a society, 
o npl [of a plan, business] the economic facts 
that need to be considered □ You have to get 
the economics right. 

economist [I'kunamist] n a person who stud¬ 
ies or writes about economics, 

economize, -ise [I'kDnamaiz] vi to save money 
or resources by only buying or using things 
that are necessary. ■ to economize on sthg to 
use less of sthg than before; to spend less 
money on sthg than before □ We're going to 
have to economize on fuel. 

economy [I'kDnami] (pi economies) n -1. the 
financial state or system of a country or re¬ 
gion □ the Far Eastern economies. -2. a careful 
use of money, time, or effort in order to 
avoid waste □ We’ll have to introduce some 
economy measures to stay within the budget. □ 
Buying small packages is a false economy. □ We 
need to make some economies. ■ economies of 
scale savings that are made by producing 
something in large quantities, 

economy class n the cheapest class of travel 
by plane. 

economy drive n an effort, especially by a 
company, to save money □ We’re on an 
economy drive at the moment. 

economy-size(d) adj [pack, jar] that is bigger 
than the usual size and contains goods that 
cost less than they do in a smaller container, 

ecosystem [’ukousistam] n all the people, ani¬ 
mals, and plants in an area, and their rela¬ 
tionships with each other and with their en¬ 
vironment. 

ecstasy ['ekstasi] (pi ecstasies) n -1. a feeling 
of very great happiness and enjoyment. ■ to 
go into ecstasies about sthg to be full of en¬ 
thusiasm and praise for sthg □ Laura was in 
ecstasies over the new furniture. -2. drugs an 
illegal stimulant drug in the form of pills, 
taken especially by young people who are 
dancing to loud rhythmic music, 

ecstatic [ek'stastik] adj [person, feeling, shout] 

that shows great happiness and excitement 
about something □ The crowd was ecstatic 
when the band came back onstage for an encore. 

ecstatically [ek'staetikh] adv [shout, dance] see 
ecstatic. 

ECT (abbr of electroconvulsive therapy) n a 
method of treating mental illness by passing 
an electric current through the brain, 

ectopic pregnancy [ek'topik-] n a pregnancy 
in which the fetus grows outside the womb. 

ECU, ecu [US ei'ku:, GB ’ekju:] (abbr of Euro¬ 
pean Currency Unit) n a unit of money based 
on the value of several currencies in the 
European Union. It was replaced in 1995 by 
the Euro. 

Ecuador ['ekwadod] a country in northwestern 
South America, on the Pacific Ocean, size: 
270,670 sq kms. population: 10,800,000 (Ecua¬ 
doreans). capital: Quito, main criY: Guayaquil. 
language: Spanish, currency: sucre, 

ecumenical hekjs'menikl] adj [service, move¬ 

ment] that aims to unite different Christian 
churches □ ecumenical dialog between churches. 
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eczema [US ig'ziima, GB 'eksima] n a skin dis¬ 
ease that produces rough, red, itchy patches. 

ed. -1. abbr of edited. -2. abbr of edition. -3. 
abbr of editor. 

eddy ['edi] (pi eddies, yt & yy eddied) o n a 
circular movement in water or in the air. 
o vi [water, wind] to move in eddies. 

Eddy ['edi], Mary Baker (1821-1910) a US re¬ 
ligious leader who started the Christian Sci¬ 
ence Church. 

Eden ['i:dn]: (the Garden of) Eden in the Bible, 
the garden where Adam and Eve lived hap¬ 
pily until God told them to leave because 
they had disobeyed him. 

edge [ed3] o n -1. [of a place, surface] the place 
where something, e.g. a cliff, table, or gar¬ 
den, stops or finishes □ They built the factory 
at the edge of the town/at the water's edge. ■ to 
be on the edge of sthg [of war, disaster] to be 
at a point where sthg bad is likely to hap¬ 
pen unless somebody does something to 
stop it □ The country is on the edge of financial 
ruin. -2. [of a blade] the sharp side of a blade 
that is used for cutting □ This knife has a very 
sharp edge. -3. to have an edge over sb/sthg, 
to have the edge on sb/sthg to have an ad¬ 
vantage over sb/sthg; to be slighdy better 
than sb/sthg □ His experience abroad gives him 
an edge over the other applicants. -4. [in some¬ 

body's voice] a tone of voice that shows im¬ 
patience or anger □ There was an unfamiliar 
edge to her voice. 
o vi to move very slowly and carefully in a 
particular direction □ She edged along the 
crowded platform. 
o vt to edge one's way = to edge. 

♦ on edge adj to be on edge to be tense and 
nervous and likely to become angry or upset 
o / was feeling slightly on edge. 

edged [ed3d] adj to be edged with sthg [with 

lace, blue] to have edges consisting of sthg □ 
The lake was edged with reeds. 

edgeways ['ed3weiz], edgewise ['ed3waiz] adv 
sideways □ Try getting it through the door edge¬ 
wise. 

edging ['ed3irj] « [of paper, a blouse, tablecloth] 

something decorative that is along the edges 
of something else. 

edgy [’ed3i] (comyar edgier, suyerl edgiest) adj 
[person, manner, voice] that is nervous and 
anxious □ I could see Paul was becoming a little 
edgy. 

edible ['edabl] adj [food, plant] that is safe to 

eat □ "Are these mushrooms edible?" — "/ think 
so." 

edict f'iidrkt] n an order or instruction that is 
given by somebody in authority (formal use). 

edifice [’edsfas] n a large and impressive 
building (formal use). 

edifying ['edafanr)] adj [talk, experience, book] 

that one leams from and finds helpful. 

Edinburgh [US 'edinb3:ra, GB -bara] the capital 
of Scotland, in the southeast of the country. 
It is a financial center, and is famous for its 
annual arts festival, population: 420,000. 

Edinburgh, Duke of the title given to Prince 
Philip, husband of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Edinburgh Festival « the Edinburgh Festival 

an important arts festival that takes place 
every year in Edinburgh. It includes con¬ 
certs, operas, plays, and alternative exhibi¬ 
tions and performances in informal venues. 

Edison ['edisan], Thomas Alva (1847-1931) a 
US scientist and inventor whose most im¬ 
portant inventions are the light bulb and the 
gramophone. 

edit ['edit] vt -1. [book, article, text] to make 
corrections and improvements to <a piece of 
writing>. -2. [collection, anthology, series] to 
select material for <a book>. -3. tv, radio, & 
cinema to make <a movie, TV or radio pro- 
gram> etc by choosing pieces of recorded 
material and putting them together in a par¬ 
ticular order. -4. journalism to be in charge 
of <a newspaper, magazine> etc. 

♦ edit out vt sey to edit sthg out [word, section] 

to remove sthg from a film, recording, or 
piece of writing. 

edition fi'dijn] n -1. [of a book, newspaper] a 
version of a book or newspaper that is 
printed at a particular time or place □ Mon¬ 
day's edition of the "Herald Tribune" □ I've got 
the first edition in hardback. -2. tv & radio one 
of a series of TV or radio shows that is 
broadcast at a particular time □ tonight's edi¬ 
tion of "Front Page". 

editor [’editar] n -1. [of a newspaper] the person 
in charge of a newspaper or magazine. 
-2. [of a newspaper section] the journalist who 
is responsible for a particular section of a 
newspaper or magazine □ the business/travel 
editor. -3. [of a book] a person whose job is to 
edit text, e.g. books or articles. -4. [of an an¬ 

thology] a person whose job is to select ma¬ 
terial for a book or series of books. -5. tv, 
radio, & cinema a person whose job is to 
edit movies, or TV or radio programs. 

editorial [.edi'toiriol] o adj -1. [department, 

staff, budget] that is concerned with the pro¬ 
duction of written material, e.g. for a news¬ 
paper or series of books. -2. [outlook, change, 

policy] that concerns the content of a publi¬ 
cation or broadcast, on a newspaper article 
that gives the opinion of the editor or own¬ 
er on one of the stories in the newspaper. 

EDP n abbr of electronic data processing. 

EDT (abbr of Eastern Daylight Time) n the local 
daylight saving time in the eastern USA, 
Quebec, and Ontario. 

educate ['ed3akeit] vt -1. [pupil, student] to 
teach <sb> several subjects over a long peri¬ 
od, usually at a school or college □ He was 
educated privately. -2. [people, the public] to tell 
<sb> about something, so that they will 
change the way they think or behave □ a 
campaign to educate people about AIDS. 

educated ['ed3akeitid] adj [person] who has 
had a good education, is intelligent, and 
knows a lot □ a highly educated young woman. 

education [.edsa'keijn] n the process or result 
of being educated; the activity or profession 
of educating people □ She had a good/an ex- 
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pensive education, a primary/secondary/higher 
education □ health education □ education cuts. 

educational [,ed33'keij3nl] adj -1. [toy, talk, ex¬ 

perience] that teaches somebody something, 
especially because it is meant to do this. 
-2. [establishment, policy] see education □ / first 
came here on an educational visit. 

educationalist [,ed3a'keijri3list] n a person 
who studies and writes about theories and 
methods of education. 

educator ['ed33keitar] n a teacher (formal use). 

edutainment [,ed33'teinment] n television pro¬ 
grams, computer games etc that are de¬ 
signed to educate people in an entertaining 
way. 

Edward VIII [,edwarddi'eit0] (1894—1972) King 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 
January to December 1936, when he abdi¬ 
cated in order to marry a US divorcee, Mrs 
Wallis Simpson. 

Edwardian [ed'wo:rdian] o adj [building, style] 

that existed or was fashionable in Britain in 
the reign of Edward VII (1901-1910). o « a 
person who lived in the Edwardian period. 

EEC (abbr of European Economic Community) n 

the EEC the term that was used to refer to 
the EC when it consisted of six countries. 

EEG n abbr of electroencephalograph. 

eel [i:l] n a long thin fish that looks like a 
snake and lives in both fresh and salt water. 

EENT {abbr of eye, ear, nose, and throat) n a 
department in a hospital that deals with dis¬ 
eases of the eyes, ears, nose, and throat □ an 
EENT specialist. 

EEOC (abbr of Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission) n the EEOC a US government 
body responsible for making sure that peo¬ 
ple of different sexes, races, colors etc are 
treated equally and fairly by employers. 

eerie [’iari] adj [place, music, atmosphere] that 
seems strange and slightly frightening □ The 
resemblance was eerie. 

EET {abbr of Eastern European Time) n the 
standard local time in Eastern Europe. 

efface [ffeis] vt -1. [graffiti, footprint, word] to 
remove or cover up <a mark> so that it can 
no longer be seen. -2. [memory, thought] to 
get rid of <sthg> completely so that one no 
longer thinks about it. 

effect [I'fekt] o « -l. [on a person, place] a re¬ 
sult of an action, attitude, policy etc that 
changes somebody or something □ The ef¬ 
fects on the local population were disastrous. □ 
This could have the effect of improving perfor¬ 
mance. ■ to have an effect on sb/sthg to influ¬ 
ence or produce some change in sb/sthg □ 
His words had no effect on them at all. □ The 
campaign had an immediate effect on sales. ■ to 

take effect [law, rule] to become officially val¬ 
id □ The new regulations take effect as of next 
April, m to put sthg into effect [policy, law, rule] 

to make sthg start working □ The embargo 
was put into effect with limited success. -2. [of 

lighting, a gesture, color] an impression that is 
given by the way somebody or something 
looks, sounds etc □ The lights created an eerie 

effect. • for effect in order to create a par¬ 
ticular impression or atmosphere, or get 
somebody’s attention □ She just did it for ef¬ 
fect. -3. to the effect that... with the meaning 
that... □ a statement to the effect that no action 
would be taken. ■ to that effect with that gen¬ 
eral meaning □ She called me an incompetent 
old fool, or words to that effect, 
o vt [change, improvement] to succeed in mak¬ 
ing <sthg> happen (formal use), 

effective [ffektiv] adj -1. [method, system, poli¬ 

cy] that works well and has the result that 
was wanted □ There's supposed to be a ban on 
the drugs, but it's not very effective. -2. [head, 

command, control] that exists or has a particu¬ 
lar job, although this is not official □ He has 
effective control over the entire ship. -3. to be 
effective [law, ceasefire, policy] to be officially 
valid □ The changes become effective January 1. 

effectively [I'fektivli] adv -1. [manage, work] 

well. -2. a word used to explain what the 
effect of something is □ Management refused 
to negotiate, effectively prolonging the strike. □ 
John is now effectively head of our department. 

effectiveness [I'fektivnas] n [of a method, sys¬ 

tem, policy] see effective □ This demonstrates 
the effectiveness of our methods. 

effeminate [I'feminat] adj [man, boy] who be¬ 
haves or sounds like a woman or girl (disap¬ 

proving use). 

effervesce [,efarlves] vi [drink, liquid] to produce 
bubbles. 

effervescent [,efar'vesnt] adj [drink, liquid] that 
has bubbles in it. 

effete [i'fist] adj [person! weak and powerless 
(disapproving use). 

efficacious [efi'keijas] adj [medicine, method, 
solution] that achieves the result that is 
wanted (formal use), 

efficacy [’efikast] ti: see efficacious. 

efficiency [i'fijnsi] n: see efficient □ Calls for 
greater efficiency are likely to be ignored. 

efficient [ifijnt] adj [person, machine, method] 
that works well and does not make mis¬ 
takes or waste time, money etc □ Their or¬ 
ganization is highly efficient. □ an efficient use of 
time/resources. 

efficiently [I'fijantli] adv [work, function] see effi¬ 
cient □ Tuning the engine makes it run more effi¬ 
ciently. 

effigy ['efid3i] (yl effigies) n -1. a figure or 
model made to look like a person one hates. 
-2. a statue or carving of somebody, 

effluent ['efluant] n liquid waste from a facto¬ 
ry, sewage plant etc. 

effort ['efart] « -1. energy or time spent by 
somebody in trying to do something □ We 
put a lot of effort into making the conference a 
success. ■ to be worth the effort to be worth 
doing □ We could write to complain, but it isn't 
worth the effort. ■ to make the effort to do 
sthg to try more than usual to do sthg.a / 
decided to make the effort and go there myself. ■ 
with effort with difficulty □ He won their back¬ 
ing without too much effort. -2. an attempt to 
do something □ Despite all their efforts, they 
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lost the contract. □ Your essay was a pretty 
good/poor effort. • to make an/no effort to do 

sthg to try/not try to do sthg □ We're making 
a big effort to improve our performance. □ Some/ 
No effort was made to improve output. 

effortless ['ef atlas] adj [win, movement, suc¬ 

cess] that is done easily and without much 
effort, especially because one has a lot of 
skill □ She danced with effortless grace. 

effortlessly [’efatlaslr] adv [win, move, succeed] 

see effortless □ He ran effortlessly past the win¬ 
ning post. 

effrontery [i'frAntari] n behavior that one 
finds rude or disrespectful (formal use), 

effusive [i'fju:siv] adj [person, welcome, praise] 

that shows enthusiasm □ We were given a 

most effusive welcome. 

EFL (abbr of English as a foreign language) « 
English taught to people who do not speak 
it as their first language □ an EFL teacher. 

EFTA ['efts] (abbr of European Free Trade Asso¬ 

ciation) n an association of European coun¬ 
tries that includes Austria, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland, and that 
has no restrictions on imports among mem¬ 
bers. 

EFTPOS [’eftpDs] (abbr of electronic funds 

transfer at point of sale) n a system that 
moves money from somebody's bank ac¬ 
count by computer when they pay for 
goods using a credit card or debit card, 

e.g. (abbr of exempli gratia) adv for example. 

EGA {abbr of enhanced graphics adapter) n a 
system for displaying color graphics that is 
used in many personal computers, 

egalitarian [cgaeli’tearian] adj [system, society] 

in which everybody has equal rights and op¬ 
portunities; [person] who believes in equal 
rights and opportunities for everybody, 

egg [eg] n -1. [of a bird, insect] a smooth round¬ 
ed object produced by female birds, reptiles, 
fish, and insects, with an outer shell to pro- 

. tect the young creature that grows inside. 
-2. cooking an egg, usually from a hen, 
when it is used as food □ boiled/fried/poached 
eggs □ Beat the eggs and sugar together. 
-3. biology the reproductive cell in. female 
mammals □ an egg cell. 

♦ egg on vt sep to egg sb on to encourage sb 
to do something stupid or dangerous □ He 
climbed onto the track, egged on by the others. 

eggcup [’egkAp] n a small cup with no handle 
that is used for holding a boiled egg. 

eggplant [US 'egplaent, GB -plu:nt] n US a veg¬ 
etable with shiny purple skin and soft white 
flesh. 

eggshell t'egfel] n the hard outer layer of an 

egg- 
egg timer n a device for measuring the 

amount of time it should take for an egg to 
boil, often in the form of a glass cylinder 
that is half-filled with sand and has a nar¬ 
row middle section. 

egg whisk n a kitchen utensil that is used for 
beating eggs, cream etc. 

egg white n the part of an egg that is clear 
and becomes white when cooked, 

egg yolk n the yellow part of an egg. 

EGM (abbr of extraordinary general meeting) n 
a meeting of a company’s shareholders that 
is specially called to discuss an urgent mat¬ 
ter such as a takeover bid. 

ego ['iigoo] (pi egos) n one’s opinion of one¬ 
self □ He has a big ego. 

egocentric [,i:gou'sentrik] adj [person, behavior] 
selfish. 

egoism ['Egooizm] n = egotism, 

egoist ['iigouist] n = egotist. 

egoistic [,i:goo'istik] adj [person, attitude, behav¬ 
ior] = egotistic(al). 

egotism ['iigatizm] n the belief that one is 
better, more important, or more interesting 
than other people; behavior that shows this 
(disapproving use). 

egotist ['ugatist] n a person who shows ego¬ 
tism □ Tim? He's a terrible egotist, but he's OK. 

egotistic(al) [,i:ga'tistik(l)] adj [person, attitude, 

behavior] see egotist. 

ego trip « something one does only to make 
other people admire one more (informal and 
disapproving use) □ The whole thing was just a 
big ego trip for her. 

Egypt [' i:d3ipt] a country in North Africa, on 
the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, consist¬ 
ing mainly of desert, size: 1,000,000 sq kms. 
population: 58,300,000 (Egyptians). capital: 
Cairo, language: Arabic, currency: Egyptian 
pound. 

Egyptian [i'd3ipjn] « & adj: see Egypt, 

eh [ei] excl GB (informal use) -1. a word used to 
ask somebody to reply to or agree with 
what one has just said a Pretty impressive, 
eh? -2. a word used to ask somebody to re¬ 
peat something □ “Your tea's ready, Grandad!" 
— "Eh?" 

eiderdown [’aida'daon] n a quilted bedcover, 
usually filled with feathers and placed on 
top of blankets and sheets, 

eight [eit] num the number 8; see also five, 

eighteen [.ei'tiin] num the number 18; see also 
fifteen. 

eighteenth [,ei'ti:nG] num 18th, number 18 in 
a series; see also fifteenth, 

eighth [eitG] num 8th, number 8 in a series; 
see also fifth. 

eighth note n US a musical note that lasts for 
an eighth of the time of a whole note, 

eightieth ['eitiaG] num 80th, number 80 in a 
series; see also fiftieth. 

eighty f'eiti] (pi eighties) num the number 80; 
see also fifty. 

Einstein ['ainstain], Albert (1879-1955) a Ger¬ 
man physicist who became a Swiss citizen 
in 1901, and a US citizen in 1940. He is fa¬ 
mous for his theories of relativity, and is 
considered one of the greatest scientists of 
the 20th century. 

Eire ['ears] the Irish Gaelic name for Ireland. 
It is often used to mean the Irish Republic. 
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Eisenhower ['aizanhau3r], Dwight D. (1890- 
1969) US President from 1953 to 1961, and 
an important general in World War II. 

either [US 'i:Sr, GB 'aida] o det -1. take either 

book take one of the two books, it does not 
matter which one □ Either solution is perfectly 
feasible. ■ either way whichever of two pos¬ 
sible things happens □ We can go out or stay 
in, I don't mind either way. -2. on either side on 
both of the two sides □ There was a door at 
either end of the corridor. □ / don't support either 
team. 
o protr. "Which would you like?" — "Either will 
do." □ I've met both her sisters and I don't like 
either of them. □ Do/Does either of you want to 
come? 
o adv a word used at the end of negative 
statements that add information to other 
negative statements □ Kim doesn't smoke and I 
don't either. 

♦ either...or... conj a phrase used to say what 
the only two possibilities are □ Either we go 
today or we don't go at all. □ He's arriving either 
tomorrow or Monday. ■ I don't like either him 

or his wife I don’t like him and I also don’t 
like his wife □ / don't want either Chris or Mike 
to find out. 

ejaculate [I'dsaskjaleit] o vt to say or shout 
<sthg> suddenly (literary use), o vi [man] to 
release semen through the penis during or¬ 
gasm. 

eject [i'd3ekt] vt -1. [cassette, video, pilot] to 
send or push <sb/sthg> out from some¬ 
where. -2. [intruder, troublemaker] to force 
<sb> to leave a building, club, or position of 
authority. 

ejection seat [i'd3ekjn-] us, ejector seat 
[i'd3ektar-] GB n a special seat in some aircraft 
that can eject the pilot in an emergency. 

eke [i:k] ♦ eke out o vt sep to eke sthg out 

[food, money, fuel] to make one’s supply of 
sthg last longer by using it carefully, o vr fus 
to eke out a living or an existence to live with 
very litde money or supplies. 

EKG n US = ECG. 

el [el] (abbr of elevated railroad) n US the el a 
railway in Chicago, USA, that is built on 
supports above the streets (informal use). 

elaborate [adj I'laebarat, vb I'laebareit] o adj 
[carving, ceremony, plan] that seems very com¬ 
plicated and detailed □ Her designs were too 
elaborate, o vi to give more details about 
something to explain it more clearly □ Would 
you care to you elaborate on that statement? 

elapse [flaeps] vi [time, minute, day] to pass □ 
How much time elapses between the dropping of 
the bomb and the explosion? 

elastic [dlaestik] o adj -1. [material] that 
stretches easily and then returns to its previ¬ 
ous shape and size □ the elastic properties of 
skin. -2. [idea, plan, timetable] that can change 
easily so that there are no problems if some¬ 
thing else changes □ My views on the whole is¬ 
sue are fairly elastic, o n an elastic material, 
usually made partly of rubber, used in par¬ 
ticular parts of clothes, e.g. around the waist 
or wrist □ a piece of elastic. 

elasticated [I'lasstikeitad] adj [sock, waistband] 
that has elastic in it so that it can stretch, 

elastic band n GB a small thin band of rubber 
used to hold things together tightly, 

elasticity [.iilae'stisati] n [of a material] see elastic 
□ The skin begins to lose its elasticity. 

elated [dleitad] adj who is very happy and ex¬ 
cited □ / felt elated on hearing the news. 

elation [I'leijn] « a feeling of great happiness 
and excitement □ a sense of elation. 

elbow ['elbou] o « -1. [of one's arm] the part 
where a joint lets one’s arm bend. ■ to rub 
elbows with sb US to meet sb, especially a 
famous person, and socialize with them as 
an equal. -2. [of one's sleeve] the part of a 
sleeve that covers one’s elbow, o vt to el¬ 
bow sb aside to push sb out of the way with 
one’s elbow. 

elbow grease n the effort needed to do hard 
physical work, especially when it involves 
rubbing (informal use). 

elbowroom ['elbounum] ti the space needed 
to move or work in easily, without being 
uncomfortable (informal use) □ Everyone sat 
very close together, with very little elbowroom. 

elder ['ektar] o adj sb's elder brother/sister sb’s 
brother/sister who is older than them □ / 
have an elder sister, o n -1. an older person □ 
You should show more respect for your elders. 
-2. [in a tribe] an older person in a tribe who 
has a position of influence or authority □ a 
tribal/village elder. -3. religion an official in 
some Protestant Churches □ a Church elder. 
-4. [tree] a small tree with white flowers and 
black berries. 

elderberry [leldarben] {pi elderberries) n the 
black berry of the elder tree, often used to 
make wine. 

elderly ['eldoli] o adj [person] old (polite use), 
o npl the elderly old people □ accommodation 
for the elderly. 

elder statesman « an old, respected, and in¬ 
fluential person who is a member or was 
once a member of a government or organi¬ 
zation. 

eldest ['eldast] adj [brother, sister] oldest. 

El Dorado, Eldorado [.elda'raidou] a place that 
is thought to offer great wealth and oppor¬ 
tunities. 

elect [dlekt] o vt -1. [president, leader, candidate] 
to choose <sb> by voting □ She was elected 
(as) chairperson. □ Mr Pyke was elected to the 
board/Senate two years before. -2. to elect to do 
sthg to choose to do sthg (formal use), o adj 
the president/governor etc elect the person 
who has been elected president/govemor 
etc but has not yet officially taken up the 
position. 

elected [I'lektad] adj an elected body/ 
representative etc a body/representative etc 
that has been elected. 

election [i'lekjn] n -1. the process of electing a 
president, leader etc □ We will have or hold an 
election next month. □ the European/local elec¬ 
tions. -2. [of a president, leader] see elect □ a 

week after his election as President. 
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W ELECTIONS 

US presidental elections take place every 
four years, and there is a law which states 
that a president cannot be in power for 
more than two four-year periods. British 
general elections take place every five years, 
but the prime minister can call an election 
at any time within this period. Australian 
general elections are held every three years, 
but an early election can be called, as in 
Britain. Australians must vote by law in 
general and local elections, but US and Brit¬ 
ish citizens do not have to vote if they do 
not want to. 

election campaign n a campaign organized 
by a political party or candidate before an 
election to tell people their views and per- 

. suade people to vote for them, 

electioneering [plekJVnisrig] « activities in¬ 
tended to persuade people to vote for a par¬ 
ticular party in an election, 

elective [I'lektiv] n a course at a school or col¬ 
lege that students can choose to take, 

elector [i'lekt3r] n a person who has the right 
to vote in an election. 

electoral [I'lektaral] adj an electoral campaign/ 

system etc a campaign/system etc that is 
connected with an election, 

electoral college n a group of electors, espe¬ 
cially in the USA, chosen by the voters to 
elect the president. 

electoral register, electoral roll n the elec¬ 

toral register the official list of voters in a 
particular area. 

electorate [I'lektarat] n the electorate all the 
people in a country who have the right to 
vote in elections. 

electric [iiektrik] adj -1. [appliance] that works 
by using electricity □ an electric heater/fan. 
-2. [cable, wire] that is designed to carry elec¬ 
tricity; [current, charge] that is produced by 
electricity □ an electric plug/socket □ an electric 
power line. -3. [situation, atmosphere] exciting. 

♦ electrics npl the electrics GB the electric 
wiring and equipment in a car or machine 
(informal use). 

electrical [iiektrikl] adj [equipment, appliance, 

device] that uses electricity; [fault, energy] that 
is connected with electricity □ the electrical 
goods department of a store. 

electrical engineer n a person whose job is 
to make or look after electrical equipment, 
wiring etc. 

electrical engineering n the profession of an 
electrical engineer. 

electrically [I'lektriklr] adv electrically heated/ 

powered etc heated/powered etc using elec¬ 

tricity. 

electrical shock us, electric shock gb n a 
painful feeling caused when one touches a 
source of electricity. 

electric blanket n a blanket heated by elec¬ 
tric wires inside it. 

electric chair n the electric chair a special 

chair that is used in some US states for ex¬ 
ecuting people, using a strong electric cur¬ 
rent. 

electric current n GB the flow of electricity 
through a wire or circuit, 

electric fire n GB a device that heats a room 
by using electricity. 

electric guitar n a guitar that can only be 
heard when it is connected to an amplifier, 

electrician [i.lek'trijn] n a person whose job is 
to install or repair electrical wiring, appli¬ 
ances etc. 

electricity [i.lek'trissti] n -1. a form of energy 
that can be produced by a battery or genera¬ 
tor and is used for heating, lighting, and for 
making machines work □ the electricity supply. 
-2. an exciting atmosphere □ There was real 
electricity between them when they met. 

electric light h a light that works by using 
electricity. 

electric shock n GB = electrical shock, 

electric shock therapy « a method of treat¬ 
ing mental illness by giving electric shocks 
to the brain. 

electric storm n a storm with thunder and 
lightning, sometimes without rain, that is 
caused by static electricity in the air. 

electrify [I'lektrifai] (pt & pp electrified) vf -1. 
[railroad line, fence] to adapt <sthg> so that it 
can use electric power. -2. [person, audience] 

to make <sb> very excited, 

electrifying [I'lektrifaiir;] adj [atmosphere, 

speech, performance] very exciting, 

electro- [blektrou] prefix added to words to 
show that something uses or involves elec¬ 
tricity. 

electrocardiograph [us i,lektrou'ka:rdiagr£ef, 
GB -gra:f] n an instrument that records the 
electrical activity of the heart, 

electrocute [l'lektrakjuit] vt to electrocute one¬ 

self, to be electrocuted to be injured or killed 
by touching a source of electricity, 

electrode [i'lektroud] « a point through which 
electric current leaves or enters a source of 
power, piece of equipment etc. 

electroencephalograph [us plektrouin'sefala- 
graef, GB -gra:f] n an instrument that records 
the electrical activity of the brain, 

electrolysis [plek'tmbsis] n -1. physics the pro¬ 
cess of passing an electric current through a 
substance to make chemical changes in it. 
-2. a method of removing hair by destroying 
the roots with electric current, 

electromagnet [l.lektrou'maegnat] « a magnet 
that is made more powerful by having an 
electric current passed through a coil of wire 
around it. 

electromagnetic [i.lektroumaeg'netik] adj [force, 

field] see electromagnet. 

electron h'lektron] « a very small piece of 
matter that is one of the parts of an atom 
and has a negative charge, 

electronic [i.lek'trDnik] adj -1. [device, equip¬ 

ment, system] that uses transistors, chips, or 
valves to control an electric current. -2. 
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[surveillance, music] that uses electronic de¬ 
vices. 

♦ electronics o « the science concerned with 
electronic devices and systems, o npl elec¬ 
tronic equipment. 

electronic data processing n data processing 
carried out by electronic equipment such as 
computers. 

electronic mail n -» email, 
electron microscope n a microscope that 

uses a beam of electrons to magnify very 
small things. 

electroplated [ilektroupleitsd] adj [knife, spoon] 
that has been covered with a layer of metal 
by electrolysis. 

elegance [’eligans] n: see elegant □ an age in 
which elegance and manners were all-important 

elegant ['eligsnt] adj -1. [person, dress] that is 
attractive and has a lot of style a You're look¬ 
ing very elegant tonight. -2. [theory, plan] that 
works or is clear, even though it is simple, 

elegantly ['eligsntli] adv elegantly dressed/ 
planned etc dressed/planned etc in an el¬ 
egant way. 

elegy ['etad3i] {pi elegies) n a sad poem or 
song, usually for somebody who has died, 

element ['elimsnt] n -1. [of a whole] a part of 
something □ One of the key elements in their 
success was their willingness to invest in new 
technology. -2. [in society] a small group of 
people in a society or organization who are 
disapproved of by other members □ antisocial 
elements in society a They're a disruptive el¬ 
ement. -3. an element of luck/danger etc a 
small amount of luck/danger etc o There is an 
element of truth/jealousy in what he says. 
-4. chemistry one of 105 substances that 
cannot be reduced to simpler substances be¬ 
cause they contain only one type of atom, 
e.g. hydrogen, oxygen, or gold. -5. [in a heat¬ 
er] the piece of metal that heats up in an 
electric heater or kettle. -6. to be in one's el¬ 
ement to be in a situation that one enjoys; 
to be doing something that one does well □ 
Oh, Hod will be in his element, surrounded by 
adoring fans! 

♦ elements npl -1. the most basic or impor¬ 
tant aspects of something □ the elements of 
computing. -2. the elements the weather, es¬ 
pecially wind, rain etc o battling against the el¬ 
ements. 

elementary [.eli'mentsri] adj -1. [precautions, 
answer, question] simple □ "What do I do?" — 
"It's elementary, you just say you don’t want to 
carry on." -2. elementary math/education etc 
basic math/education etc. 

elementary school n in the USA, a school 
where children go for the first six or seven 
years of their education, 

elephant [ elsfant] (pi elephant or elephants) n 
a very large African or Indian animal with 
wide flat ears, two tusks, and a long nose, 

elevate ['etaveit] vt -1. to elevate sb/sthg to 
sthg to raise the status of sb/sthg to sthg 
that is higher and more important □ He was 
elevated to the rank of Colonel. -2. [road, garden, 

structure] to raise <sthg> up so that it is 
higher than the things around it □ The street 
level was elevated to prevent flooding. 

elevated [’ebveitad] adj -1. [job, role] that is 
important and has a high status (formal use). 
-2. [sentiment, language, idea] that belongs to 
a level that is morally or intellectually high¬ 
er than the level used in ordinary fife (formal 
use). -3. [platform, section, land] that is higher 
than the things around it □ an accident on the 
elevated section of the motorway. 

elevated railroad n a railroad that is built 
above street level in a town or city. 

elevation [,eblveijn] n -1. the act of raising 
somebody or something to a higher level 
(formal use) □ her elevation to the peerage. 
-2. the height of land, a hill etc above sea 
level □ Elevation is shown in meters. 

elevator ['elsveits1-] n a device like a large box 
that carries people or goods from one floor 
to another in a building □ Shall we take the el¬ 
evator, or walk up? 

eleven [r'levn] num the number 11; see also 
five. 

elevenses [ilevnziz] n gb a cup of coffee or 
tea and something to eat that people some¬ 
times have between breakfast and lunch, at 
around 11 o’clock (informal use). 

eleventh [I'levnO] num 11th, number 11 in a 
series; see also fifth. 

eleventh hour n at the eleventh hour at the 
last possible moment □ An eleventh hour com¬ 
promise has been reached. 

elf [elf] (pi elves) n an imaginary creature in 
folk tales that looks like a small human with 
pointed ears and plays tricks on people. 

Elgin Marbles [,elgin-] npl the Elgin Marbles a 
collection of ancient Greek marble sculp¬ 
tures that were brought to Britain in 1803. 

El Greco [el'grekoo] (1541-1614) a Spanish 
artist, bom in Crete, famous for his portraits 
and religious paintings. 

elicit li'lisat] vt [response, comment, fact] to get 
<a reaction or information> from somebody 
because of something one says or does (for¬ 
mal use). 

eligibility [,elid3a‘bibti] n [of an applicant, candi¬ 
date] see eligible o We must check the eligibility 
of all candidates. 

eligible ['elid33bl] adj -1. [applicant, candidate] 
who is suitable and qualified for something. 
■ to be eligible for sthg/to do sthg to have 
the right qualifications or be the right age 
for sthg/to do sthg □ You're not eligible to vote 
yet. -2. [bachelor, man, woman] who is suitable 
as a marriage partner, especially because 
they are very rich or attractive □ Paul was 
considered the most eligible young man in town. 

eliminate [I'hmaneit] vt -1. [mistake, need] to 
remove <sthg that is not wanted or need- 
ed> □ We have eliminated all other possibilities. 
□ The program will eliminate spelling errors from 
the text. -2. sport to be eliminated from sthg 
[from a competition, election] to be defeated in 
sthg so that one can no longer take part in it. 

Eliot ['eliat], George (1819-1880) a British 
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novelist, well known for her realistic novels 
of provincial English life, including The Mill 
on the Floss and Middlemarch. 

Eliot, T. S. (1888-1965) a US poet and play¬ 
wright, who became a British citizen in 
1927. His best-known works include The 
Waste Land and Murder in the Cathedral. 

elite [I'liit] o adj [school, group, army] that is 
the best of its kind with higher standards 
than other people or things □ He attended an 
elite business school in the USA. o n a small 
group of people who are more talented, 
rich, or powerful than the rest of their com¬ 
munity □ the country's business elite. 

elitism [I'liitizm] n an attitude or way of be¬ 
having that is elitist (disapproving use) □ This 
whole thing smacks of elitism. 

elitist [I'liitast] (disapproving use) o adj [society, 

policy] that favors an elite and does not give 
the same advantages or attention to those 
who do not belong to it □ The college is ac¬ 
cused of having an elitist admissions policy, o n 
a person who is elitist. 

elixir [i'liks3r] n a drink that is thought to 
have magical powers, e.g. keeping people 
young forever or curing all illnesses. 

Elizabeth I [i,liz3b30d3'f3:rst] (1533-1603) 
Queen of England from 1558 to 1603. She 
was called “The Virgin Queen.” 

Elizabeth II [i.lizsbaBda'seksnd] (1926- ) Queen 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 
1952. 

Elizabethan [i,liz3'bi:0n] o adj [drama, architec¬ 

ture] that existed or was fashionable in Brit¬ 
ain in the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603). 
On a person who lived during the Eliza¬ 
bethan period. 

elk [elk] (pi elk or elks) n a type of large deer 
that has very big flat antlers and is found 
in Northern Europe, North America, and 
Asia. 

ellipse [flips] n a shape that is like a circle 
that has been flattened into an oval, 

elliptical [fliptikl] adj -1. [path, object] that is 
like an ellipse. -2. [phrase, remark] that is dif¬ 
ficult to understand because it does not in¬ 
clude all the words that make it complete. 

Ellis Island [,elis-] an island near New York 
City where, from the 1890s, foreign immi¬ 
grants had to go to find out if they would 
be allowed to live in the USA. 

elm [elm] n a tall tree found north of the 
equator that has broad leaves and seeds that 
spin as they fall to the ground; the hard 
heavy wood of this tree □ an elm tree. 

elocution [.els'kjuijn] « the art of speaking in 
public with a clear voice and correct pro¬ 
nunciation □ She took elocution lessons before 
becoming a newsreader. 

elongated [us I'lDpgeitsd, gb 'i:lnrj-] adj [face, 

shape, finger] that is thin and long in a way 
that looks as if it has been stretched □ a fruit 
shaped like an elongated melon. 

elope [floup] vi [couple] to leave a place secret¬ 
ly to get married, especially when other 

people do not approve of the marriage □ She 
eloped with the gardener. 

eloquence ['etakwans] n: see eloquent □ She 
was taken in by his charm and eloquence. 

eloquent ['elskwsnt] adj -1. [speech, gesture, 

style] that expresses something fluently and 
well, especially in a way that persuades 
people of something □ We were impressed by 
his eloquent defense of their position. -2. 
[person] who can speak or write in an elo¬ 
quent way □ It's a pleasure to hear such an elo¬ 
quent speaker. 

eloquently ['elakwantlij adv [speak, write, de¬ 

scribe] see eloquent □ The report eloquently re¬ 
minds us of the need for tolerance. 

El Salvador [,el'saelv3do:r] a country in Central 
America, on the Pacific Ocean, size: 21,000 
sq kms. population: 5,400,000 (Salvadoreans). 
CAPITAL: San Salvador, language: Spanish. 
CURRENCY: colon. 

else [els] adv somewhere/something else some¬ 
where/something different from the place/ 
thing that has just been mentioned □ Let's 
go somewhere else. □ Do you need any¬ 
thing else? □ I've just thought of someone else 
we forgot to invite. ■ who else knows? who 
knows in addition to the people just men¬ 
tioned? (used after question words) □ What 
else did he say? ■ everyone/everything else all 
the other people/things apart from the one 
that has just been mentioned □ / didn't enjoy 
myself, but everyone else seemed to have a good 
time. □ We had to stay in a motel, because every¬ 
where else was full. 

♦ or else conj -1. hurry up or else we'll be late 
if you do not hurry up we'll be late (used to 
show what might go wrong if something is 
not done) □ You'd better stop now or else you'll 
be too tired. -2. a phrase used to threaten 
somebody □ Get out of this house, or else I'll 
call the police! □ You'd better pay up, or else! □. 
"Shut up!" — "Or else what?" -3. a phrase 
used to show the second of two things that 
might happen or be true □ We could go there 
by train, or else fly. 

elsewhere [us 'elswer, gb .els'wea] adv [look, 

go, buy] in or to a different place □ The snow 
is just as heavy elsewhere in the country. 

ELT (abbr of English language teaching) « the 
teaching of English to people who do not 
speak it as their mother tongue. 

elucidate [i'lu:sideit] (formal use) o vt to make 
<a point, comment> etc clearer by giving 
more information □ Could you elucidate one or 
two things? o vi: Allow me to elucidate. 

elude [i'lu:d] vt -1. [police, authorities] to avoid 
being caught or found by <sb>, especially 
over a long period of time □ How has he man¬ 
aged to elude capture for so long? -2. the an¬ 
swer eludes me I cannot remember the an¬ 
swer; I cannot think of the answer □ The 
name eludes me for the moment. 

elusive [i'IuisivI ad/ -1. [person, animal] that is 
difficult to find □ / finally found my elusive col¬ 
league. -2. [quality] that is difficult to define or 
describe; [solution] that is difficult to work 
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out □ the elusive smile of the Mona Lisa □ The 
answer remained elusive. 

elves [elvz] plural of elf. 

'em [am] = them (informal use), 

emaciated [I'meijieitad] adj [person, arm, leg] 

that is very thin, especially because of ill¬ 
ness or hunger □ The dog looked emaciated. 

email, e-mail [‘iimeil] (abbr of electronic mail) 
On a system that links computers together so 
that users can send messages to each other’s 
computers; information that is sent in this way 
□ an email message □ Can I contact you by email? 
o vt to send <sb> a message by email. 

emanate ['emaneit] o vt to have a large 
amount of <a feeling, quality> etc in such a 
way that other people are aware of it □ She/ 
The building emanates power, o vi to emanate 
from sb/sthg [smell, idea, noise] to come from 
sb/sthg □ There was a pleasant smell of garlic 
emanating from the kitchen. 

emancipate [fmaensipeit] vt to give <sb> more 
political rights and freedom, 

emancipated [I'maensipeitid] adj [woman] who 
does not follow traditional ideas about how 
women should behave. 

emancipation [i,m£ensi'peij'n] n: see emancipate 
□ She campaigned for the emancipation of women. 

Emancipation Proclamation n the Emancipa¬ 
tion Proclamation a speech made by Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863 in 
which he said that all slaves in the United 
States were to be free. 

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION 
In a speech on January 1, 1863, in the mid¬ 
dle of the American Civil War, President 
Abraham Lincoln stated that all slaves in the 
Confederation (i.e. the Southern states that 
were rebelling against the government) 
would now be free. The proclamation did 
not become law until the war ended in 
1865, when it became the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the US Constitution. 

emasculate [I'masskjaleit] vt [bill, organization] to 
remove the power of <sb/sthg> so that it is 
no longer effective (formal use), 

embalm [im'baim] vt to treat <a dead body> 
with oils or chemicals to prevent it from de¬ 
caying. 

embankment [im'baerikmant] « -1. [for a road, 

railroad] a long section of raised earth or 
stone that is built to carry a road or railroad 
over low ground. -2. [along a river, sea, lake] a 
long section of raised earth or stone that is 
built to stop water from spreading over the 
land beside it. 

embargo [im'ba:rgou] {pi embargoes, pt & pp 
embargoed, cont embargoing) o « -1. business 

& politics an order made by a government 
or group of governments that forbids trade 
with another country, often used as a way 
of punishing that country □ The UN has 
placed/imposed an embargo on oil shipments. □ 
an arms/oil embargo. -2. an order made by one 
person to another person that tells them not 

to do something □ a news embargo, o vt busi¬ 
ness & politics to place an embargo on <a 
product or activity>. 

embark [im'ba:rk] vi -1. to get on a ship □ A 
signal told us it was time to embark. -2. to em¬ 
bark on or upon sthg [on a trip, project, explana¬ 
tion] to begin sthg that is important or likely 
to take a long time □ Think carefully before you 
embark on such an ambitious plan. 

embarkation [,embair'keijn] n the act of get¬ 
ting onto a ship □ Passports must be shown 
before embarkation. 

embarkation card n gb a ticket given to a 
passenger when they get on a ship. 

embarrass [us im'beras, gb -’baer-] vt to make 
<sb> feel ashamed, or nervous and uncom¬ 
fortable □ / don't want to embarrass her. 

embarrassed [US im'berast, gb -’baer-] adj [per¬ 
son, silence, smile] that shows embarrassment 
□ She was too embarrassed to speak. 

embarrassing [us im'berasiri, GB -'bser-] adj 
[moment, remark] that causes embarrassment 
□ It was so embarrassing having to leave like 
that! □ There was an embarrassing silence. 

embarrassment [us im'berssmant, gb -'baer-] n 
-1. a feeling of being nervous and uncom¬ 
fortable because of something that has been 
said or done □ It has been a great source of em¬ 
barrassment for us. -2. a person or thing that 
causes embarrassment □ Honestly, you're such 
an embarrassment! 

embassy ['embasi] (pi embassies) n a group of 
government officials who work in a foreign 
country as representatives of their country, 
with an ambassador as their head; the build¬ 
ing where this group is based □ the American 
Embassy in Paris □ embassy staff. 

embattled [im'bastld] adj [government, economy, 
regime] that has many opponents or enemies 
and continually has problems □ New scandals 
have hit the embattled party. 

embedded [im'bedad] adj -1. to be embedded 
in sthg [in rock, wood, mud] to be firmly fixed 
in sthg □ The car's wheels were embedded in 
the mud. -2. [feeling, guilt] that is deeply and 
strongly fixed in a person, culture, society 
etc □ a deeply-embedded prejudice. 

embellish [im'belij] vt -1. to embellish sthg 
with sthg to make sthg more attractive by 
adding sthg decorative □ a facade embellished 
with statues. -2. [story, the truth] to make 
<sthg> more interesting by adding details to 
it that are often false □ He always tends to em¬ 
bellish what really happened. 

embers ['embarz] npl the small pieces of very 
hot coal or wood that remain after a fire has 
almost stopped burning. 

embezzle [im'bezl] vt [funds, profits] to take 
<money> and use it illegally for one’s own 
profit by using one’s position in a company 
or organization. 

embezzlement [im'bezlmant] n the crime of 
embezzling money □ They were arrested for 
embezzlement. 

embittered [im'bitard] adj [person] who has 
become bitter because of bad experiences 
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that they have had □ She had become embit¬ 
tered by failure. 

emblazoned [im'bleiznd] adj to be emblazoned 
on sthg [symbol, design, emblem] to be drawn, 
painted, or fixed on sthg so that it is very 
noticeable □ The jacket had the emblem of the 
school emblazoned on the pocket. ■ to be em¬ 
blazoned with sthg [tie, jacket, flag! to be 
decorated with sthg, especially in a way 
that is very clear or noticeable □ His necktie 
was emblazoned with the club crest. 

emblem ['embtam] n an object or design that 
is used as a symbol to represent a particular 
country or organization □ The bald eagle is the 
national emblem of the United States. 

embodiment [lm'bodimsnt] « a person or 
thing that represents a particular quality or 
idea in a very strong or typical way □ He 
was the embodiment of evil. 

embody [im'bDdi] {pt & pp embodied) vt -1. to 
express or represent <a quality, ideal, or 
principle> in a physical or noticeable way □ 
To us, he embodied all the ideals to which we as¬ 
pired. -2. to be embodied in sthg to be includ¬ 
ed as a basic and necessary part of sthg □' 
The right to vote is embodied in our Constitution. 

embolism ['embslizm] n something, e.g. a clot 
of blood or a bubble of air, that blocks a 
vein or artery. 

embossed [im'bDst] adj -1. [paper, leather] that 
has a raised pattern on its surface that one 
can feel with one's fingers. -2. to be em¬ 
bossed on sthg [title, design, symbol] to be 
printed so that it forms a raised pattern on 
sthg □ She had her initials embossed on her suit¬ 
case. 

embrace [im'breis] o vt -1. [child, friend] to put 
one's arms around <sb> as a sign of love or 
affection, especially when meeting or saying 
goodbye □ Kathy embraced her daughter warm¬ 
ly. -2. [religion, belief, idea] to start believing in 
<sthg> in a way that shows one accepts it 
completely (formal use). -3. [features, types] to 
include <sthg> (formal use) □ The conference 
will embrace all aspects of biotechnology, o vi 
[two people] The lovers embraced, then parted, 
o n the act of embracing somebody or 
something o He held her in a lingering embrace. 

embrocation [.embra'keijn] n a cream that is 
rubbed into the skin to reduce muscle pain 
(formal use). 

embroider [im'broidar] o vt -1. sewing [table¬ 

cloth, blouse] to decorate <sthg> by sewing a 
design, picture etc onto it; [design, picture] to 
sew <sthg> onto a piece of material. -2. [sto¬ 

ry, account] to make <sthg> more interesting 
by adding some details that are not com¬ 
pletely true (disapproving use) □ Alex always 
tends to embroider his stories a little, o vi sew¬ 

ing I'm learning to embroider. 

embroidered [im'broid3rd] adj [tablecloth, de¬ 

sign, blouse] that has been decorated with 
embroidery □ a handkerchief with an embroi¬ 

dered edge. 
embroidery [im'broidari] n -1. the skill or ac¬ 

tivity of embroidering □ I've taken up embroi¬ 
dery. -2. designs or pictures that have been 

embroidered onto something □ She does 
beautiful embroidery. 

embroil [im'broil] vt to get/be embroiled in 
sthg [in an argument, scandal] to get/be in¬ 
volved in sthg that is difficult to stop being 
involved in □ You don't want to get embroiled 
in their marital problems. 

embryo [’embriou] (pi embryos) n biology an 
unborn human being or animal in the very 
earliest stages of development inside the 
mother's body. 

embryonic [,embn't>nik] adj [movement, idea] 

that is at an early stage in its development □ 
Then, television was still in its embryonic form. 

emcee [,em'si:] « abbr of master of ceremonies. 

emend [fmend] vt [text, translation] to remove 
the mistakes from <sthg written> □ an 
emended version of the speech. 

emerald [’emsrsld] o adj bright green □ an em¬ 
erald green hat. o n a precious stone that is a 
bright green color. 

emerge [i'm3:rd3] vi -1. [person, animal, vehicle] 

to come out from a hidden place, or from 
inside a room, house, car etc □ She finally 
emerged from the meeting at 2pm. -2. [from an 

experience, situation] to come out of an ex¬ 
perience, situation etc in a particular way □ 
Buendia emerged as the most important new op¬ 
position figure after the death of Munada. □ She 
emerged from the scandal with her reputation in¬ 
tact. -3. [truth, fact, information] to become 
known, usually gradually □ A picture of the 
killer is emerging from eye-witness accounts. 
-4. [writer, movement, organization] to become 
increasingly important or well-known □ New 
talent is constantly emerging. -5. it emerges 
that... it is now known or clear that... □ It 
soon emerged that the President had given the 
order himself. 

emergence [i'm3:rd33ns] tr. see emerge □ the 
emergence of China as a world industrial power. 

emergency [i'm3:rd33nsi] (pi emergencies) o n 
a difficult or dangerous situation, e.g. an ac¬ 
cident, that happens suddenly and unex¬ 
pectedly and that needs to be dealt with 
very quickly □ 'In case of emergency, pull han¬ 
dle.’ o adj [meeting, action, equipment] that is 
intended or needed to deal with an emer¬ 
gency □ We must take emergency steps to deal 
with the crisis. 

emergency brake « US a device in a vehicle 
that stops it from moving and is used when 
the main brake does not work or when the 
vehicle is parked. 

emergency exit « an exit in a building, store 
etc that is used only when there is an emer¬ 
gency, such as a fire. 

emergency landing « a landing that an air¬ 
craft has to make when something has gone 
wrong □ The pilot had to make an emergency 
landing a mile short of the airport. 

emergency number « a telephone number 
that people ring to call one of the emergen¬ 

cy services. 

emergency room n us the part of a hospital 



emergency services 336 

where people are treated if they have an ac¬ 
cident or suddenly become ill. 

emergency services nyl the public services, 
e.g. the fire brigade or ambulance service, 
that deal with emergencies, 

emergency stop n a sudden stop that one 
makes in a car, usually to avoid having an 
accident. 

emergent [i'm3:rd33nt] adj (nation, power, politi¬ 

cal group] that is only just beginning to have 
power or to be noticed. 

Emerson ['emaban], Ralph Waldo (1803- 
1882) a US poet whose writing had a strong 
influence on the philosophy and religion of 
his time. 

emery board [’emari-] n a flat stick of wood 
or cardboard with a rough surface like sand¬ 
paper on it, used for filing one’s nails, 

emetic [I’metik] n something that one drinks 
or eats in order to make oneself vomit, es¬ 
pecially as a medicine. 

emigrant [’emigrant] n a person who has emi¬ 
grated or is emigrating. 

emigrate [’emigreit] vi [person] to leave one’s 
own country to live permanently in another 
□ They emigrated from America after the war. 

emigration fiemi'greijn] n: see emigrate □ He 
received help with his emigration papers. 

emigre [’emigrei] n a person who has left 
their country for political reasons, 

eminence ['enunans] n: see eminent □ a profes¬ 
sor of such eminence. 

eminent [’eminont] adj [scientist, doctor] who is 
important, respected, and well-known □ She 
holds an eminent position in the organization. 

eminently ['eminantli] adv eminently sensible/ 
fair/practical very sensible/fair/practical (for¬ 
mal use). 

emir [e'mi3r] n a Muslim leader, especially in 
parts of Africa and Southwest Asia, 

emissary [US 'emaseri, GB -isari] (pi emissaries) 
n a person who has been sent to a foreign 
country on a specific mission, usually as the 
representative of a government or country, 

emission [I'mijn] n -1. [of heat, sound, smoke] 

see emit. -2. a substance that is emitted □ 
toxic emissions. 

emit [I'mit] (pt & yy emitted, cont emitting) vt 
[heat, sound, smoke] to produce <sthg> and 
send it out into the surrounding area (formal 
use) □ The radar emits a signal. 

Emmy [’emi] n an award given to outstanding 
television actors and programs in the USA. 

emollient [I'mDlisnt] n a liquid that one puts 
on one’s skin to soften it (formal use), 

emolument [I'mDljamant] « money or some 
other payment that a person receives for 
work they have done (formal use), 

emotion [I'moufn] n -1. strong feelings that 
are often difficult to control □ She showed no 
emotion when she heard the news. -2. one's 
emotions strong feelings that one has, e.g. 
love, fear, or anger □ He was unable to contain 
his emotions. 

emotional [I’mouTnal] adj -1. [person] who has 

strong feelings that are shown often or easi¬ 
ly □ He got very emotional and started to cry. 
-2. [scene, reunion, farewell] that is filled with 
emotion □ It was an emotional moment for us. 
-3. [speech, music, plea] that appeals to one’s 
emotions □ The princess made an emotional 
plea on behalf of the orphans. -4. [need, problem] 

that concerns the emotions □ The job will 
make emotional demands on you. 

emotionally [I’moofnali] adv [react, answer] see 
emotional □ The child is emotionally disturbed. □ 
Avoid becoming too involved emotionally. 

emotive [tmoutiv] adj [remark, issue, language] 

that makes people feel strongly about some¬ 
thing □ These are extremely emotive terms that 
you are using. 

empathy [’empsGi] n the ability to understand 
and share other people’s feelings □ / felt enor¬ 
mous empathy with their situation. 

emperor ['empar3r] tt a man who rules an em¬ 
pire □ a Roman emperor. 

emphasis [’emfasis] (pi emphases [-si:z]) n a 
particular force or importance that is given 
to something that one says or does □ The 
emphasis is on training in a practical context. ■ to 
lay or place emphasis on sthg to give special 
importance to sthg □ Here at Langhill we put 
special emphasis on acquiring management skills. 

emphasize, -ise [’emfssaiz] vt [point, feature, 

word] to give emphasis to <sthg> □ / want to 
emphasize that we do not allow smoking here. 

emphatic [im’faetik] adj [statement, tone, refusal] 

that is clear and forceful □ She was emphatic 
that they should not leave. 

emphatically [im’fastikli] adv -1. [say, declare, 

state] see emphatic □ / emphatically deny the al¬ 
legations against me. -2. definitely □ This is em¬ 
phatically not the right thing to do. 

emphysema femfs’shms] n a medical condi¬ 
tion in which the lungs become filled with 
too much air, causing difficulty in breathing, 

empire ['empai3r] « -1. politics & history a 
group of separate countries that are all ruled 
by one person or country □ the Roman Em¬ 
pire. -2. business a powerful group of compa¬ 
nies that are all controlled by one person □ 
He controls a huge publishing empire. 

empire-building n the attempt to increase 
one’s power by adding more and more com¬ 
panies, staff etc to one’s business or depart¬ 
ment. 

empirical [im’pirikl] adj [proof, knowledge] that 

is based on real facts or practical experience 

rather than on theory □ the empirical study of 
language. 

empiricism [im'pirisizm] n the belief that 
knowledge should be based on practical ex¬ 
perience rather than on theory, 

employ [im'ploi] vt -1. [worker, staff] to give 
paid work to <sb> regularly □ The company 
employs 500 people at its plant. □ The company 
employs me to handle sales. ■ to be employed 
as sthg to have a job as sthg □ He had been 
employed as an accountant. -2. [machine, device, 

tool] to use <sthg> (formal use). 

employable [im'pbiabl] adj [person] who is 
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suitable to be employed □ Mark? I would have 
thought he was eminently employable. 

employee [im'ploiii] n a person who is em¬ 
ployed by a particular person, company etc 
□ a government/company employee □ I'm an em¬ 
ployee of Globax Inc. 

employer [im'pbiar] « a person or company 
that employs other people □ The dispute be¬ 
tween employers and the workforce continues. 

employment [im'pbimant] n -l. the state of 
being employed □ His future employment is 
threatened. -2. paid work that somebody 
does □ I'm looking for employment. 

employment agency n an agency that finds 
jobs for people and finds employees to fill 
vacancies for companies, businesses etc. 

employment office n gb a government office 
that provides information about jobs that 
are available and helps people to find work. 

emporium [em'poirism] n a large store that 
sells a lot of different things (old-fashioned 
and formal use). 

empower [im'pau3r] vt to be empowered to be 
given the legal authority to do something □ 
The police have been empowered to arrest sus¬ 
pects on sight. 

empress [’empres] n -1. the wife of an emper¬ 
or. -2. a woman who rules an empire. 

emptiness ['emptinas] « -1. [of a desert, ocean] 

the state of being empty □ the awful empti¬ 
ness of space. -2. [of a person] a feeling of 
having nothing interesting or valuable in 
one’s life. 

empty ['empti] (compar emptier, super! empti¬ 
est, pt & pp emptied, pi empties) o adj 
-1. [bottle, glass, pocket] that has nothing in¬ 
side it; [room, street] where there are no peo¬ 
ple □ My stomach's completely empty. □ It was 
a holiday and the city was empty. -2. [threat, 

speech, promise] that seems to have meaning 
but does not □ These are just empty words. 
-3. [existence, life] that seems to have no 
meaning or importance □ Things seemed 
somehow empty now Jamie had gone. -4. 
[person] who feels very tired and has little 
energy, especially after a strong emotional 
experience □ Sarah sat back in her chair, tired 
and empty after a demanding day. 
o vt -1. [bag, pocket, can] to remove the con¬ 
tents of <sthg> □ He emptied the bottle in one 
gulp. -2. [trash, water, food] to remove <the 
contents> from a container □ He emptied the 
trash into/out of the can. 
o vi [room, theater, street] to become empty □ 
The auditorium gradually emptied. 
On an empty bottle (informal use) □ Did you 
take the empties back? 

empty-handed [-'haendad] adv [return, arrive, 

come] with nothing □ They were sent away 
empty-handed. 

empty-headed [-'hedad] adj [person] who 
seems silly and does not think about things 
seriously. 

EMS n abbr of European Monetary System. 

EMT (abbr of emergency medical technician) n 
a person whose job is to give medical help 

to people at the scene of an accident or in 
an ambulance. 

emu ['iimju:] (pi emu or emus) n a large Aus¬ 
tralian bird with long legs that cannot fly. 

EMU ['iimju:, ,i:em'ju:] n abbr of Economic and 
Monetary Union. 

emulate ['emjaleit] vt to try to copy <sb> be¬ 
cause one admires them and wants to be 
like them (formal use). 

emulsion [PniAlfn] o « -l. photography the 
substance on the surface of photographic 
film that makes the film sensitive to light. 
-2. emulsion (paint) GB a water-based paint 
that is not shiny and is used for painting 
walls, ceilings etc inside a building, o vt GB 

to paint <a room, wall> etc with emulsion, 

enable [fineibl] vt to enable sb to do sthg to 
give sb the ability or opportunity to do sthg 
□ The pass will enable you to enter without pay¬ 
ing. 

enabling [kneiblig] adj enabling legislation a 
law that makes it possible for something to 
happen. 

enact [r'naekt] vt -1. law to pass <a law, bill> 
etc so that it becomes legal □ The bill will be 
enacted before the end of this session. -2. [role, 

scene, situation] to perform <sthg> by acting, 

enactment [I'nasktmant] n: see enact, 

enamel [I'nasml] n -1. a substance similar to 
glass that is used in decorating pots, glass 
etc, or to protect the surface of saucepans. 
-2. [on teeth] the hard white outer covering 
of one’s teeth. -3. = enamel paint, 

enameled us, enamelled gb [I'nremld] adj [pot, 

handle, box] that is covered or decorated with 
enamel. 

enamel paint n a kind of shiny paint used es¬ 
pecially on wood surfaces, 

enamored us, enamoured gb [I'mema'd] adj 
to be enamored of sb/sthg to like sb/sthg 
very much (literary use). 

en bloc [Dn'blok] adv GB [resign, leave, arrive] as 
a group □ The delegates walked out en bloc. 

enc business -1. abbr of enclosure. -2. abbr of 
enclosed. 

encamp [in'kaemp] vi [army, soldiers] to set up a 
camp. 

encampment [in'ksempmsnt] n a place where 
there is a camp, especially a military camp, 

encapsulate [in'kaepsjaleit] vt [idea, theory] to 
express <sthg> in a short clear form □ / think 
this article pretty well encapsulates what I want 
to say. 

encase [in'keis] vt to be encased in sthg [in ar¬ 

mor, plaster] to be completely covered by 
sthg hard. 

encash [in'kaef] vt GB to cash <a check> (for¬ 
mal use). 

enchanted [us in'tfaentad, GB -'tfaint-1 adj -1. 
to be enchanted by sb/sthg [person] to be de¬ 
lighted and fascinated by sb/sthg □ He sat lis¬ 
tening, enchanted by her voice. -2. [forest, prin¬ 

cess, apple] that is under the influence of a 
magic spell. 

enchanting [US in'tjaentig, GB -'tfuint-] adj [per- 
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son, child) that one thinks is charming and 
delightful □ He had the most enchanting smile. 

encircle [in's3:rkl] vt [city, camp, area] to sur¬ 
round <a person, place, or thing> complete¬ 
ly □ The building was encircled by troops/trees. 

enclave 1'enkleiv] n a part of a country or area 
where people belong to a nationality, race, 
culture etc that is different from that of the 
people around it □ a small Serb enclave. 

enclose [in'klouz] vt -1. [garden, city, space] to 
surround <sthg> with a wall, fence, or other 
solid object so that it is separate from every¬ 
thing else □ The field was enclosed by or with 
hedges. □ enclosed spaces. -2. [check, docu¬ 
ment] to put <sthg> in an envelope with 
something else □ Please find enclosed a copy of 
the report. 

enclosure [in'klou33r] n -1. farming an area 
that has been enclosed □ The cattle were kept 
in an enclosure. -2. business something that 
has been enclosed with a letter, 

encompass [in'kAmpas] vt to include <a range 
of things, activities, interests> etc □ The 
course encompasses all aspects of computer pro¬ 
gramming. 

encore ['Drjko:'] o n a short extra performance 
that is given by a musician, singer etc at the 
end of a performance after the audience has 
applauded a lot □ The pianist gave two encores, 
o excl the word that is used to call for more 
music, singing etc by the same performers at 
the end of a musical performance □ "En¬ 
core7" they shouted. 

encounter [in'kauntar] o « -1. [with a person] a 
meeting that is unexpected □ a chance en¬ 
counter with an old friend. -2. [with an idea, 

group] an experience of a particular thing □ It 
was her first encounter with danger, o vt -1. to 
meet <sb> when one is not expecting to □ 
She encountered Paul, quite by chance, in the 
street. -2. [resistance, hostility] to experience 
<a difficulty> when trying to do something 
□ She encountered a lot of opposition. 

encourage [us in'k3:rid3, gb -'kAr-] vt -1. [child, 

student, sportsperson] to give <sb> one’s sup¬ 
port, especially in something they are trying 
to do □ My mother always encouraged me in 
what I did. ■ to encourage sb to do sthg to try 
to make sb do sthg by giving them support 
or by being very positive about it □ / always 
tried to encourage my children to study hard. □ 
She encouraged me to apply for the job. □ Suc¬ 
cess encouraged us to expand. -2. [good rela¬ 

tions, independence] to give positive support 
to <an activity or idea> □ The company does 
not encourage political activities among its em¬ 
ployees. 

encouragement [US in'k3:nd3mant, gb -'kAr-] n 
the act of encouraging somebody o You'll get 
no encouragement from me. 

encouraging [us in'k3:rid3ir), gb -'kAr-] adj 
[news, progress, sign] that gives one a feeling 
of encouragement □ She was very encouraging 
about my work. □ Well, I think that's a very en¬ 
couraging sign if he liked your script. 

encroach [m'kroutj] vi to encroach on or upon 
sthg [on somebody's property, land] to gradual¬ 

ly take possession of sthg that belongs to 
somebody else; [on somebody's time, privacy] 

to take up more of sthg than is acceptable □ 
Forest clearances have gradually encroached on 
the birds' habitat. □ My work is beginning to en¬ 
croach on the time I spend with my family. 

encrusted [in'krAstad] adj to be encrusted with 
sthg [with jewels, mud, dirt] to be covered 
with a hard layer of sthg. 

encumber [in'kAmba1] vt to be encumbered 
with sthg [with luggage! to be carrying sthg 
heavy so that it is difficult to move □ He was 
encumbered with large bags and boxes. 

encyclop(a)edia [in,saikla'pi:dja] n a book or 
set of books giving information in alphabeti¬ 
cal order on all aspects of knowledge or on 
all aspects of a particular subject □ an art 
encycloplajedia □ Look it up in the encyclo¬ 
paedia. 

encyclopaedic [m,saikla'pi:dik] adj [knowl¬ 

edge, memory] that contains very full and 
complete information on a subject or sub¬ 
jects. 

end [end] o « -1. [of a story, period, relationship] 

the last part of a story, event, period of time 
etc □ / have until the end of July/the year to find 
a new job. □ We watched the video right through 
to the end. ■ to be at an end [period of time, 

event, situation] to be finished (formal use) □ 
His days as a carefree student were now at an 
end. ■ to come to an end [period of time, event, 

situation] to stop □ I didn't want the evening to 
come to an end. □ Funding for the project will 
come to an end in July. ■ to put an end to sthg 
[to a situation, activity] to make sthg stop, es¬ 
pecially sthg that should not be happening □ 
It is time to put an end to the violence. • at the 
end of the day a phrase used to sum up 
what is important after all the facts have 
been considered □ At the end of the day, only 
you can decide if you want the job. -2. [of a stick, 

table, road] the part or point of something 
that is furthest away from one, or from the 
center □ We were sitting at opposite ends of the 
room. □ Stand the box on its end. ■ the other 
end the place a person is telephoning or 
traveling to □ Will someone be there to meet 
you at the other end? ■ end to end [lay, place, ar¬ 

range] with the points or narrowest edges 
touching □ The path was marked out with bricks 
laid end to end. • to make ends meet to have 
just enough money for food, clothes, some¬ 
where to live etc □ / have scarcely enough 
money to make ends meet at the moment, let 
alone lend you any. -3. [of a cigarette, loaf, lip¬ 

stick] a small piece that has been left after 
something has been used. -4. to or for an 
end for a particular reason (formal use) □ We 
are all working to that end. ■ to be an end in it¬ 
self to be a good enough reason for doing 
something even though nothing useful may 
be achieved as a result. -5. phrase to meet 
one's end to die (literary use), 

o vt to cause <an event, situation, or state> 
to finish □ Both sides are eager to end the dis¬ 
pute. □ They ended the meeting early. □ We end¬ 
ed the meal with coffee and liqueurs. 

o vi [event, story, situation] The novel ends hap- 
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pily. □ I remember the day the war ended. □ The 
party didn t end until 4 a.m. ■ to end with sthg 
to finish with sthg □ The concert ended with 
the national anthem. • to end in failure/ 
disaster/tears to have failure/disaster/tears as 
a result □ / warn you, it'll end in tears! 

♦ in the end adv after a long series of events 
□ Everything turned out all right in the end. □ In 
the end we decided to fly. 

♦ no end adv [amuse, please] very much (infor¬ 

mal use) □ Oh yes, it amused my children no end. 
♦ no end of prep [bother, worry, trouble! a lot 

of <sthg> (informal use) □ Your visitor seems to 
be causing you no end of complications. 

♦ on end adv -1. to stand on end [hair) to stick 
up vertically □ It's the kind of story that makes 
your hair stand on end. -2. for hours/days on 
end continuously for hours/days without 
stopping □ He works for days on end without a 
break. 

♦ end up vi to be in a particular situation or 
state, especially one which has not been 
planned, after many things have happened □ 
I knew they'd end up getting married. □ If you 
don't drive more carefully, you'll end up in the 
hospital! 

endanger [in'demd33r] vt to act in a way that 
causes danger to <sb’s life, health> etc □ 
This could endanger our position as a company. 

endangered species [in,deind33rd-] n a type of 
animal or plant that is in danger of being 
destroyed completely □ The panda is an endan¬ 
gered species. 

endear [in'di3r] vr to endear sb/oneself to sb to 
cause sb/oneself to be liked by sb □ You're 
hardly going to endear yourself to him by criticiz¬ 
ing his work, are you? 

endearing [in'disrig] adj [smile, habit] that 
causes somebody to be liked by another 
person □ I think his efforts to please you are ra¬ 
ther endearing, don't you? 

endearment [in'di3rm3nt] n a word or phrase 
that shows affection for somebody (formal 
use) □ a term of endearment. 

endeavor us, endeavour gb [m'dev3r] (formal 
use) o n an attempt to do something, espe¬ 
cially something new or difficult □ Despite all 
my endeavors, my proposals were rejected, o vt 
to endeavor to do sthg to try to do sthg □ We 
endeavor to provide a consistently high standard 
of service. 

endemic [en'demik] adj -1. medicine [disease] 

that is very common in a particular area or 
country and spreads quickly and easily. 
-2. [problem] that is very common in a par¬ 
ticular area or country □ Poverty is endemic in 
the Indian subcontinent. 

ending ['endig] n the way that a story, movie, 
play etc finishes □ a happy ending. 

endive ['endaivj n -1. a plant with crisp, curly, 
green leaves that is often eaten raw in sal¬ 
ads. -2. US a plant with long, crisp, pale 
green leaves that is often eaten raw in sal¬ 
ads and has a slightly bitter taste. 

endless f'endlss] adj -1. [journey, complaining, 

patience] that continues for a long time and 

never seems likely to end □ The possibilities 
are endless. -2. [desert, supplies] very large in 
size or amount □ We do not have endless sup¬ 
plies of alcohol, you know. 

endlessly ['endlssli] adv continuously for a 
long time and in a way that seems likely 
never to end □ The rain fell endlessly. □ She's 
been endlessly patient. 

endorse [in'do:rs] vt -1. [plan, proposal, candida¬ 

cy] to give official or public support to <sb/ 
sthg>, especially by voting in favor of them 
□ My ideas were endorsed by the boss. -2. 
finance to endorse a check to put one’s sig¬ 
nature on the back of a check. -3. to endorse 
sb's licence GB to record a conviction for a 
driving offense on sb’s driver's license. 

endorsement [in'dodsmsnt] n GB see endorse □ 
He got an endorsement for speeding. 

endow [in'dau] vt -1. to be endowed with sthg 
[with beauty, talent, intelligence] to have sthg 
that is considered to give one an advantage 
□ Nature had endowed her with brains as well as 
beauty. -2. [school, charity, hospital] to give a 
large amount of money to <an institution or 
organizations*. 

endowment [in'daumant] « -1. [of a person] a 
natural ability or quality that somebody has 
□ one of his many endowments. -2. [for a school, 

hospital] a gift of money made to an institu¬ 
tion or organization □ He made an endowment 
to his old college. 

endowment insurance n a type of insurance 
policy that guarantees the payment of a cer¬ 
tain sum of money to the insured person on 
a fixed date. 

endowment mortgage « a mortgage in 
which the borrower pays interest on the 
loan, and also makes payments into a life 
insurance policy designed to provide enough 
money at the end of the mortgage to repay 
the sum borrowed. 

end product n the result or final product of a 
process or activity □ Yes, but it's the end prod¬ 
uct that's important, not the process. 

end result n the final result produced by a 
process or activity □ The end result was a dis¬ 
pute that lasted several months. 

endurance [in'djuarans] n the ability to toler¬ 
ate pain, suffering, difficulty etc for a long 
time □ Their suffering was beyond endurance. 

endurance test n a test to find out how 
strong and resistant a machine or person is. 

endure [in'dju3r] o vt [pain, hardship] to suffer 
<sthg> with patience, especially for a long 
time □ / cannot imagine the suffering those peo¬ 
ple have had to endure, o vi [fame, memory] to 
last for a long time (formal use), 

enduring [in'djusrig] adj [peace, fame, love] that 
lasts for a long time (formal use). i, 

end user n the person, organization etc t|iat 
will eventually use a product, 

endwise ['endwaiz] us, endways ['endweiz] GB 
adv -1. with the end upward or forward □ 
She placed the carton endwise on the table. 
-2. with the end of one thing touching the 
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end of another □ They were stacked endwise 
on the floor. 

end zone n US in football, the area at the end 
of the field where players take the ball to 
score points. 

enema ['enams] n a liquid that is put into 
somebody's rectum in order to make them 
empty their bowels. 

enemy ['enami] (pi enemies) n -1. a person 
who strongly dislikes another person and 
speaks or acts against them □ They are bitter 
enemies. -2. military the enemy the army or 
country that one is fighting against in a war 
□ enemy troops/forces/aircraft. 

energetic [,enar'd3etik] adj -1. [person] who is 
full of energy and very active □ Since she 
was feeling energetic, she started immediately. 
-2. [sport, game] that involves a lot of physi¬ 
cal activity □ You should take up an energetic 
activity such as swimming. -3. [campaigner, sup¬ 

porter] who is enthusiastic and works hard 
for a particular purpose □ an energetic cam¬ 
paigner for human rights. 

energy [’enard3i] (pi energies) n -1. the physi¬ 
cal and mental strength to be active, to 
work hard, to play a sport etc without get¬ 
ting tired very quickly □ He's got lots of ener¬ 
gy. □ / haven't got the energy to go out tonight. 
-2. the power produced by electricity, coal 
etc that makes machines work and provides 
heat □ nuclear/solar energy □ Save energy by 
turning off the lights. ■ the Department of Ener¬ 
gy -» DOE. 

♦ energies npl the effort and will of a person 
or group to do something □ I've been putting 
all my energies into doing up the house. 

energy-saving adj [device, policy] that is de¬ 
signed to save energy d energy-saving devices, 
such as time-controlled light switches. 

enervating ['enarveitig] adj [atmosphere, weath¬ 

er] that causes one to feel weak and lose 
one’s enthusiasm (formal use). 

enfold [in'fould] vt to surround <sb/sthg> with 
something (literary use) □ She enfolded him in 
her arms. 

enforce [in'fo:rs] vt [law, discipline) to make 
<sthg> be obeyed, often by using the threat 
of punishment □ The referee has to enforce the 
rules. 

enforceable [in'fo:rsabl] adj [law, rule] that can 
be enforced □ This law is only enforceable if the 
person is over 18. 

enforced [in'fo:rst] adj [inactivity, discipline, soli¬ 

tude] that is forced to happen, exist etc by 
somebody or something else □ After a period 
of enforced rest, Kate was eager to play again. 

enforcement [in'fa:rsinant] n: see enforce □ law 
enforcement officers. 

enfranchise [in'fraentjaiz] vt -1. [citizen] to give 
<sb> the right to vote in elections □ the 
newly enfranchised electorate of the East. 
-2. [slave] to free <sb> from slavery. 

engage [in'geid3] o vt -1. to engage sb's 
interest/attention to attract and keep the 
interest/attention of sb □ My attempts to en¬ 
gage the attention of my young audience were 

fruitless. ■ to engage sb in conversation to 
start and continue a conversation with sb □ 
He engaged Paul in conversation about gardening 
for over an hour. -2. technology [wheel, gear, 
clutch] to cause <a mechanism> to operate. 
-3. [staff] to employ <sb> (formal use) □ If the 
economy picks up, well engage more workers, 
o vi to engage in sthg to take part in sthg □ 
He was suspected of engaging in criminal activity. 

engaged [in'geid3d] ad] -1. [fiance] who has 
formally agreed to marry somebody □ She's 
engaged to Henry. □ They're engaged. □ They got 
engaged over the summer. -2. to be engaged to 
be involved in a particular activity □ The un¬ 
ions and management are still engaged in lengthy 
negotiations. -3. GB [telephone, number, toilet] 
that is already being used □ / tried calling, but 
it was engaged. 

engaged tone n GB the sound that one hears 
on a telephone when the number one has 
dialed is busy. 

engagement [in'geid3mant] n -1. [to one's fian¬ 
ce] a formal agreement between two people 
to get married; the period of time during 
which a couple are engaged □ They an¬ 
nounced their engagement at Christmas. -2. [with 
a person] an arrangement to do something or 
to see somebody at a particular time □ a 
business/social engagement. 

engagement ring n a ring given by a man to 
a woman to show that they are engaged, 

engaging [in'geid3ir)] adj [smile, manner, person¬ 
ality] that seems attractive and interesting □ 
The poems were simple and engaging. 

engender [in'd3endar] vt [hope, conflict] to make 
<sthg> happen or exist (formal use), 

engine ['end3in] n -1. [of a car, truck, bus] the 
part of a vehicle that produces power from 
gasoline, electricity etc to make it move □ a 
car engine. -2. rail the vehicle that pulls a 
train. -3. computing in a piece of software, 
the part of a program that operates a set of 
instructions. 

engine driver n GB a person who drives a train, 

engineer [,end3i'mar] o « -l. a person who is 
trained to design, build, and repair roads, 
electrical equipment, machines etc □ a road 
engineer. -2. [on a ship] a person who is 
trained to make sure the engines on a ship 
continue working properly. -3. US rail a per¬ 
son who drives a train, o v( -1. [bridge, build¬ 
ing] to design and build <sthg>. -2. [event, 
meeting] to make <sthg> happen by plan¬ 
ning it secretly or in a clever way. 

engineering [,end3i'niarir]] n the work or sci¬ 
ence of designing and building roads, build¬ 
ings, machines etc; a product that is the re¬ 
sult of this □ He works in engineering. □ an en¬ 
gineering degree □ a fine piece of engineering. 

England ['irjgland] a country in the United 
Kingdom, consisting of the southern part of 
Great Britain, size: 130,400 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 46,170,300 (English), capital: London. 
language: English, currency: pound sterling. 

English [‘igglij] o npl the English the people 
who live in England, o n a language spoken 
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in Britain, the USA, Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand, and many other countries, o adj: 
see England. 

English breakfast n a breakfast which in¬ 

cludes hot food, especially bacon, sausage, 

eggs, and toast, with tea or coffee □ a full 
English breakfast. 

W ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

The traditional English breakfast, consisting 

of cereal or porridge, a hot dish such as ba¬ 

con and eggs, and toast and marmalade, is 

served in most hotels, bed and breakfasts, 

and cafes in the UK. At home, most people 

eat a much lighter breakfast, typically cereal 

or muesli and toast, although many have a 

full English breakfast on weekends. 

English Channel: the English Channel the sea 

between England and France, connecting 

the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. 

English Civil War n the English Civil War a 

war (1642-1651) between the supporters of 

the English parliament, led by Oliver 

Cromwell, and the army of King Charles I, 

who refused Parliament’s demands for re¬ 

form. Cromwell's army won the war, and 

the King was executed. 

English Heritage tt a British organization that 

looks after important historical buildings. 

Englishman [‘igglifman] (pi Englishmen [-man]) 

n a man who comes from or lives in Eng¬ 

land. 

English muffin n US a type of round bread 
roll that is sliced in half and toasted before 
eating, and served with butter, jam etc. 

Englishwoman [’irjglifwuman] {pi Englishwom¬ 
en) « a woman who comes from or lives 

in England. 

engrave [in'greiv] vf -1. [metal, glass, cup] to 

cut writing, a design etc into the surface of 

<sthg>; [design, inscription] to cut <sthg> into 

the surface of glass, metal etc □ an engraved 
bracelet □ His name was engraved on the cup. 
-2. to be engraved on sb's mind/heart etc [day, 

event] to have a quality that affects one’s 

mind/heart etc for a long time □ The incident 
was engraved on her memory. 

engraver [in'greivafi n a person whose job is 

to engrave designs on objects made of glass, 

metal etc. 

engraving [in'greivirj] n -1. a design engraved 

on an object or surface; a picture that has 

been printed from an engraved surface. 

-2. the skill or activity of an engraver. 

engrossed [in'groust] adj to be engrossed in 
sthg [person] to be paying so much attention 

to sthg that one does not notice anything 

else □ She was engrossed in a book. 

engulf [in'gAlf] vt [fire, sea, waves] to complete¬ 

ly surround and cover <a person or build- 

ing>, often very suddenly or quickly □ The 
building was engulfed in flames. 

enhance [US in'haens, GB -'ha:ns] vt [reputation, 

beauty, chances] to improve <sthg> by add¬ 

ing something or developing it in some way 
□ A little wine will enhance the flavor of the fish. 

enigma [I'nigma] n a person or thing whose 
characteristics, qualities etc make them un¬ 
usual and difficult to understand, often in a 
way that makes them interesting □ After 15 
years, her disappearance is still an enigma. 

enigmatic [.emg'maetik] adj [person, smile, si¬ 

lence] mysterious and difficult to understand 
□ His only answer was an enigmatic smile. 

enjoy [in'd33i] o vt -1. [trip, life, meal] to get 
pleasure from <sthg> □ He enjoyed watching 
TV. □ / don't really enjoy energetic sports. ■ to 
enjoy oneself to get pleasure and feel happy 
when one is doing something □ I'm enjoying 
myself here in Florida. □ You should get out and 
enjoy yourself more. -2. [privileges, good health, 

respect] to be lucky enough to have or re¬ 
ceive <sthg> (formal use) □ Members can enjoy 
the many advantages of the club, o vi enjoy! US 
a word used to say that one hopes that 
somebody will enjoy something such as a 
meal, vacation, or gift (informal use), 

enjoyable [in'd3oi3bl] adj [day, trip, work] that 
gives one pleasure □ / had a very enjoyable 
time there. 

enjoyment [in'dsoimant] n -1. [from an activity] 

a feeling of pleasure that one gets from a 

particular activity, event etc □ / get a lot of en¬ 
joyment from my radio. -2. [an enjoyable activity] 

something that gives somebody pleasure or 
satisfaction □ His greatest enjoyment is golf. 
-3. [of privileges, advantages] the use or pos- 

v session of something that is good, 

enlarge [irTlaitfr] vt [business, building, photo¬ 

graph] to make <sthg> larger □ The supermar¬ 
ket has a new enlarged parking lot. 

♦ enlarge (up)on vt fus to enlarge (up)on sthg 
[on a comment, story] to speak or write about 
sthg in greater detail □ Could you enlarge on 
your previous statement? 

enlargement [in'la:rd3mant] « -1. [of a building, 

photograph] see enlarge. -2. photography a 
photograph that has been made larger, 

enlighten [in'laitn] vf [reader, audience] to give 
<sb> more knowledge and a greater under¬ 
standing of something (formal use) □ Would 
you care to enlighten us as to your intentions? 

enlightened [in'laitnd] adj [person, approach, 

policy] that is very practical and shows a 
good understanding of people’s needs and 
problems □ Their approach to motherhood is 
hardly what I'd call enlightened. 

enlightening [in'laitmrj] adj [person, book] that 
gives one more knowledge and a greater 
understanding of something □ "/ found his 
speech most enlightening," said the professor. 

enlightenment [in'laitnmant] «: see enlighten. 
♦ Enlightenment « the Enlightenment in 

18th-century Europe, a philosophical move¬ 
ment which emphasized the importance of 
reason and put the role of Christianity into 
doubt. 

enlist [in'list] o vf to enlist sb's help/support to 

get sb’s help/support □ Can I enlist your help 
for tomorrow's visit? o vi military to join one 
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of the armed forces □ He enlisted in the army/ 
navy/air force. 

enlisted man [in.listod-] n us a man in the 
army or navy who is not an officer, 

enliven [in'laivn] vt [meeting, event] to make 
<sthg> more interesting and lively □ The lec¬ 
ture was enlivened by some controversial re¬ 
marks. 

en masse [mi'maes] adv all together or in a 
group □ The workers left en masse. 

enmeshed [in'mejt] adj to be enmeshed in 
sthg [in a dispute, difficult situation] to be in¬ 
volved in sthg and unable to escape, 

enmity [’enmati] (pi enmities) n a strong feel¬ 
ing of dislike that somebody has for another 
person □ I feel no enmity toward him. 

ennoble [tnoubl] vt -1. to make <sb> a mem¬ 
ber of the nobility. -2. to make <sb/sthg> 
seem more honorable and dignified, 

enormity [I'noifnsti] n the great size or seri¬ 
ousness of a problem, crime, danger etc n 
She did not seem to understand the enormity of 
what she had done. 

enormous [i'no:rm3s] adj -1. [object, building, 
animal] extremely large in size, number, or 
amount □ an enormous cat/crowd/investment 
program. -2. [luck, patience, number] a word 
used to indicate the large degree of some¬ 
thing □ The launch was an enormous success. 

enormously [I'no^mssli] adv -1. enormously suc¬ 
cessful/rich/popular very successful/rich/pop¬ 
ular □ She's enormously pleased with the results. 
-2. [improve, change, admire] a lot □ Prices have 
risen enormously. 

enough [i'nAf] o det -1. to have/be enough 
money to have/be as much money as is 
wanted or needed □ There isn't enough time 
for us to finish the job. -2. I have enough prob¬ 
lems I have a lot of problems and do not 
want any more □ / have enough difficulty 
understanding what he says without you trying to 
interrupt all the timeI □ There are enough bad 
drivers on the roads as it is. 
o prott -1. to have enough to have as much 
or as many as one wants or needs □ That's 
enough for me, thanks. □ Have you all had 
enough to eat? -2. five children is (quite) 
enough five children is a lot and I do not 
want any more. ■ more than enough too 
much □ / have more than enough to worry about 
already, m to have had enough of sthg to be 
angry, annoyed, or bored because sthg has 
continued too long □ I've had Iabout) enough 
of listening to your complaints. ■ that’s enough 
(of that)! stop behaving in this stupid, rude, 
or unpleasant way! 

o adv -1. to be warm/big/fast enough to be 
as warm/big/fast as is needed for a particu¬ 
lar purpose c You're not old enough to vote. 
-2. I’ve suffered enough already I have suf¬ 
fered too much already and do not want to 
suffer any more □ / think I've already done quite 
enough to help them. -3. strangely/interestingly 
etc enough used to show that the speaker 
finds something strange/interesting etc □ 
Funnily enough, all my family are left-handed. 

enquire [in'kwai3r] vt & vi = inquire, 

enquiry [in'kwaiori] {pi enquiries) n -1. the act 
of asking a question in order to get some in¬ 
formation □ I'll make some enquiries about the 
available options. ■ ’Enquiries’ GB a desk or de¬ 
partment where one can go for information 
□ I'll put you through to Customer Enquiries. -2. 
an official investigation to find out why an 
event, accident etc happened □ An enquiry 
has been set up into the bank's foreign dealings. 

enraged [in'reidjd] adj [person, animal] very an¬ 
gry □ Enraged animal rights activists protested 
outside the company's offices. 

enrich [in'ritf] vt -1. [person, nation] to make 
<sb/sthg> rich. -2. [life, mind, soil] to improve 
the quality of <sthg> by adding something 
to it □ vitamin-enriched cereals □ baby food en¬ 
riched with calcium. 

enroll us, enrol GB [in'roul] {pt & pp enrolled, 
cotit enrolling) o vt to accept <a student> on 
a course or at a university, college etc by 
adding their name to an official list, o vi 
[student] to join a course, university, college 
etc by adding one’s name to an official list □ 
I've enrolled on a publishing course. 

enrollment us, enrolment GB [in'roolmont] tt 
-1. [of a student] see enroll. -2. [at a college] the 
total number of people enrolled at a univer¬ 
sity, college etc or on a course □ Enrollment is 
up this year. 

en route [Dn'ruit] adv on the way to or from a 
place □ They stopped en route for something to 
eat. □ We were en route to/from the airport. 

ensconced [in'skrmst] adj to be ensconced to 
be settled comfortably somewhere (humor¬ 
ous use) □ There I was, safely ensconced in my 
corner, when Ralph came up and disturbed me. 

enshrine [in'Jrain] vf to be enshrined [privilege, 
idea] to be permanent and unchangeable in 
law □ The right to bear arms is enshrined in the 
Constitution. 

ensign ['ensam] « -1. a flag that is flown on a 
ship to show its nationality. -2. US a junior 
officer in the US navy. 

enslave [in'sleiv] vt -1. to make <sb> a slave. 
-2. [society, consumers, workers] to put <sb> 
into a situation they do not like but cannot 
escape from □ enslaved by social pressures. 

ensue [in's-iu:] vi [peace, legal battle] to happen 
or start existing after something, especially 
as a result of it (formal use) □ The problems 
which then ensued have still not been resolved. 

ensuing [in's-lung] adj [conflict, controversy] that 
ensues (formal use) □. The ensuing clashes were 
violent and bloody. 

en suite [on'swiit] adj an en suite bathroom GB 
a bathroom that is joined onto a bedroom, 

ensure [in'Jua1'] vt [safety, success] to make 
<sthg> certain □ Get there early to ensure Ithat) 
you get a good seat. 

ENT {abbr of ear, nose, & throat) n a hospital 
department that deals with diseases of the 
ears, nose, and throat □ an ENT specialist. 

entail [in'teil] vt [risk, expense, difficulty] to in¬ 
volve <sthg> as a necessary part □ Merging 
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the two departments would entail a lot of job 
losses. □ What exactly does the work entail? 

entangled [in'taujgld] adj -1. to be entangled in 
sthg [in bushes, a net] to be caught or twisted 
in sthg so that it is difficult to move or es¬ 
cape; [in a conflict, dispute, difficulty] to be in¬ 
volved in sthg that is difficult to escape from 
□ He got entangled in the ropes. □ We don't 
want to become entangled in a legal battle. -2. to 
be entangled with sb to be involved in a re¬ 
lationship with sb that is difficult or bad □ 
How did you get entangled with those criminals? 

entanglement [in'taegglmant] « a relationship 
with somebody, usually sexual, that is harmful 
or complicated □ romantic entanglements. 

enter ['entar] o vt -1. [room, house, country] to 
come or go into <a place, building> etc □ On 
entering the boardroom I felt strangely confident. 
□ Harry entered the room with a smile on his 
face. -2. [university, Congress, army] to become 
a member of <a profession or institution> □ 
She entered politics soon after she got out of col¬ 
lege. -3. [competition] to say officially that one 
will take part in <a race or competition> □ 
She's entered the student fiction competition. -4. 
to enter sb/sthg for sthg to say officially that 
sb/sthg will take part in sthg □ He entered his 
horse in the race. □ She entered her poem in the 
competition. -5. [figure, name] to type or write 
<sthg> on a form, list, register etc □ Please 
enter your name in block capitals. -6. [situation, 

mind] to appear suddenly in <sthg> □ A note 
of panic entered her voice. -7. [era, stage, talks] 

to begin <a period or process> □ The war en¬ 
tered a deadly new phase -8. computing to 
type <data> into a computer. 
o vi -1. to come or go into a room or place 
□ 'Please knock and enter.' -2. to say officially 
that one will take part in a race, competi¬ 
tion etc □ / don't think I'll enter for it this year. 

♦ enter into vt fus -1. to enter into sthg [nego¬ 

tiations, a debate! to become involved in sthg, 
especially in a serious or official way □ The 
government has refused to enter into discussions 
with the terrorists. -2. to enter into sthg to in¬ 
fluence or be an important part of sthg □ 
Money doesn't enter into it. 

enteritis [.ents'raitos] n a medical condition in 
which one's intestine becomes inflamed, 

enter key n the button on a computer key¬ 
board that is pressed in order to confirm an 
instruction or to start a new line, 

enterprise ['entorpraiz] n -1. a company or 
firm □ a small-scale enterprise. -2. [of a compa¬ 

ny, partnership] a project or plan that is origi¬ 
nal, bold, and often difficult □ Have you heard 
about their latest enterprise? -3. [of a person] a 
willingness and determination to do original 
and bold things □ He's full of enterprise. 
-4. business activity □ capitalist enterprise. 

enterprise culture « a type of society that en¬ 
courages and values business and enterprise, 
especially when it involves private companies, 

enterprise zone n in Britain, a special region 
that the government tries to attract new 
business to by giving firms financial rewards 
and privileges if they go there. 

enterprising ['entarpraizir)] adj [person, plan, 

company] that shows a willingness to try 
new ideas and methods □ We are looking for 
an enterprising young college graduate. 

entertain [,ent3r'tem] o vt -1. [audience, reader] 

to interest and amuse <sb> □ The audience 
was thoroughly entertained. -2. [guests, clients] 

to provide food and drink for <sb> a I'm en¬ 
tertaining my boss at home tonight. -3. [idea, pro¬ 

posal! to be willing to consider <sthg> (for¬ 
mal use) □ / would never even entertain the pos¬ 
sibility of something like that happening. -4. 
[hope, ambition, suspicion] to have <sthg> in 
one’s mind, usually over a long period (for¬ 
mal use), o vi to invite people to one’s home 
for a mead □ We like entertaining. 

entertainer [,ent3r'teinar] n a person whose 
job is to entertain audiences by singing, 
dancing, telling jokes etc □ a TV entertainer. 

entertaining [,ent3r'teinig] o adj [person, story, 

movie] that one finds interesting and amus¬ 
ing □ His account of the wedding was highly en¬ 
tertaining. o n the activity of entertaining 
guests □ She does a lot of entertaining. 

entertainment [.enta^teinmant] « -1. the act of 
giving or getting amusement or pleasure □ 
the entertainment world/business. -2. theater, 
cinema, & tv a show, movie etc that people 
watch for pleasure □ an entertainments guide. 

entertainment allowance n the money that 
a company allows employees to spend to 
entertain clients. 

enthrall US, enthral GB [in'0ro:l] (pt & pp en¬ 
thralled, coat enthralling) vt to completely 
hold the attention of <sb> by being interest¬ 
ing or exciting □ We listened enthralled as she 
recounted stories from her childhood. 

enthralling [in'0ro:lir|] adj [story, movie] that 
enthralls somebody □ She gave an enthralling 
performance. 

enthrone [in'0roun] vt to mark the beginning 
of the authority or rule of <a king, queen, or 
bishop> with a ceremony in which they are 
placed on a throne (formal use), 

enthuse [in'0ju:z] vi to express great excite¬ 
ment and satisfaction about something □ He 
was enthusing about his new car. 

enthusiasm [in'0iu:ziaezm] n -1. a strong feel¬ 
ing of excitement and eagerness about 
something □ His enthusiasm for athletics was in¬ 
fectious. -2. an activity or subject that one is 
very interested in (formal use), 

enthusiast [in'0ju:ziaest] n a person who very 
much enjoys a particular subject or hobby □ 
an opera enthusiast. 

enthusiastic [in,0ju:zi'aestik] adj [crowd, support¬ 

er, response] that shows great enthusiasm for 
something □ You don't sound very enthusiastic 
about my news. 

enthusiastically [in^iuizr'aestikli] adv [talk, ap¬ 

plaud] see enthusiastic □ Everybody clapped en¬ 
thusiastically. 

entice [in'tais] vt to persuade <sb> to leave 
one person, company etc and go to another 
by offering them something better □ They 
tried to entice him away from his company. 
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enticing [in'taisirj] adj [offer, invitation, smile] 

very attractive or tempting □ The thought of a 
vacation was very enticing. 

entire [in'tai3r] adj [country, area, career] whole; 
[support, agreement] complete □ We've reduced 
the prices of our entire range. □ We're in entire 
agreement. 

entirely [in'taiadi] adv completely □ That's en¬ 
tirely different. □ / agree entirely. 

entirety [in'tairsti] n in its entirety with noth¬ 
ing missing or left out (formal use) □ They 
bought the hotel chain in its entirety. 

entitle [in'taitl] vt to entitle sb to sthg to give 
sb the right to have or do sthg □ This ticket 
entitles you to free admission. 

entitled [in'taitld] adj -1. to be entitled to 
sthg/to do sthg to have the right to sthg/to 
do sthg □ / think I'm entitled to an explanation. 
-2. to be entitled sthg [book, report] to have 
sthg as a title □ a new musical entitled "Mira¬ 
cle ". 

entitlement [in'taitlmant] n the right of a per¬ 
son to have or do something □ You have no 
entitlement to maternity benefit. 

entity [’entati] (pi entities) n something that 
exists on its own and is separate from other 
things □ The publishing side of the business is a 
completely separate entity. 

entomology [,ent3'mDbd3i] n the scientific 
study of insects. 

entourage [,ontu'ra:3l n the group of people 
who work for and travel with a politician, 
performer etc □ The Princess arrived, surround¬ 
ed by her usual entourage. 

entrails ['entreilz] npl the intestines of a per¬ 
son or animal. 

entrance [n 'entrsns, vt US in'traens, GB -'trains] 
on-1. [to a building] the opening or way that 
one goes through to get into a place, e.g. a 
door or gate □ The entrance Is over there, on 
the right. □ the entrance to the White House. 
-2. [of a person] the arrival of a person in a 
room or building, especially when it makes 
other people notice them; the appearance of 
an actor on stage during a play □ Her en¬ 
trance caused a sensation. -3. to gain entrance 
to sthg [to a building] to be allowed to enter 
sthg (formal use); [to a society, university] to be 
accepted as a member of sthg. 
o vt to be entranced by sb/sthg [by some¬ 

body's beauty, a performer, performance] to feel 
delight and wonder because of sb/sthg □ We 
sat silently, entranced by the music. 

entrance examination n an examination that 
a person takes to become a member of a 
profession, school etc. 

entrance fee n a sum of money that one 
pays to be allowed to enter a museum, zoo 
etc. 

entrance ramp n US a road for joining a high¬ 
way. 

entrancing [US in'traensir), GB -'trains-] adj [mu¬ 

sic, singer, performance] that causes feelings of 
delight and wonder. 

entrant ['entrant] n -1. [to a competition] a per¬ 
son who officially enters a competition, ex¬ 

amination etc □ All entrants will be required to 
present a portfolio of their recent work. -2. [to a 

university] a person who is joining or has re¬ 
cently joined a university, profession etc. 

entreat [in'triit] vt to ask <sb> seriously and 
sincerely to do something □ He entreated me 

to help him. 

entreaty [in'triiti] (pi entreaties) n an urgent 
request (formal use). 

entrenched [in'trentft] adj [idea, attitude, cus¬ 

tom] that is firmly established and hard to 
change □ He has become more and more en¬ 
trenched in his views. 

entrepreneur [,Dntr3pra'n3ir] n a person who 
runs their own business and is prepared to 
try new ideas and take risks in order to 
make a profit. 

entrepreneurial [.Dntrspra'nairial] adj [skills, 

spirit] see entrepreneur. 

entrust [in'trAst] vt to entrust sthg to sb, to en¬ 
trust sb with sthg to give sb the responsibil¬ 
ity for sthg □ / was entrusted with the job of 
taking care of her plants while she was away. □ 
He entrusted the file to one of his assistants. 

entry ['entri] (pi entries) n -1. the act of enter¬ 
ing a building, room etc □ Entry to the office is 
by the back door, m to gain entry to succeed in 
entering a building or part of a building, 
usually by using force □ The police/intruders 
gained entry through a door at the back of the 
house. -2. [of a person] the arrival of a person 
in a room, building etc a Nobody noticed his 
entry into the building. □ I'll make my entry unan¬ 
nounced. -3. the right to enter a building, 
country etc □ Entry to the reception is by invita¬ 
tion only. □ He was refused entry into the coun¬ 
try. □ 'No entry.' -4. the act of joining a group, 
organization, event etc □ At 24, he made his 
entry into politics. □ Spain's entry into the EU. 
-5. [for a competition] a person or thing that is 
entered for a competition □ There were hun¬ 
dreds of entries for this month's competition. 
-6. [in a diary, dictionary] a piece of informa¬ 
tion that appears in a list, e.g. in a set of 
accounts, a diary, or a dictionary □ See the 
entry under "foot”. -7. computing the process 
of putting information into a computer. -8. 
US a door, gate, passage etc that one goes 
through to enter a room, building etc. 

entry fee n = entrance fee. 

entry form n a form that one writes informa¬ 
tion on to enter a competition. 

entry phone « a doorbell connected to a kind 
of telephone that allows the people inside a 
building to talk to visitors before letting 
them come in. 

entryway ['entnwei] n US a passage that one 
goes through to enter a place. 

entwine [in'twain] vt to be entwined [arms, 

stems] to be twisted around each other 
tightly. 

E number n a number with the prefix “E” 
that is used as a symbol for a particular food 
additive. 

enumerate [I'n-iuimareit] vf to list <a number 
of things> one after the other. 
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enunciate [I'nAnsieit] o vt -1. (word, consonant] 

to say <sthg> clearly so that each sound can 
be heard. -2. [opinion, idea] to explain <sthg> 
clearly and logically (formal use), o vi [person] 

to say words, consonants etc clearly, 

envelop [in'velsp] vt to envelop sb/sthg in sthg 
to completely cover or surround sb/sthg in 
sthg □ The top of the hill was enveloped in mist. 
□ He enveloped her in his arms. 

envelope ['envaloup] n a paper cover in which 
letters are mailed. 

enviable ['enviabl] adj [success, skill, reputation] 

that other people would like to have for 
themselves □ She's in the enviable position of 
having two job offers to choose from. 

envious ['envias] adj [person, look] full of envy 
□ She became envious of her sister's good looks. 

enviously ['enviasli] adv [look, speak] see envi¬ 
ous □ Karl watched enviously as I climbed onto 
the gleaming bike. 

environment [in'vairanmant] n -1. [of a person] 

a particular situation that somebody spends 
a lot of time in and which affects their be¬ 
havior, attitude, development etc □ I grew up 
in a happy home environment. □ Rose is used 
to working in an electronic environment. -2. the 
environment the natural world around us, 
including the air, seas, forests etc □ The pro¬ 
tection of the environment must be a priority. ■ 
the Department of the Environment —*• DOE. 
-3. computing a system, program, or group 
of programs that provides everything that is 
necessary for a particular task □ a word pro¬ 
cessing environment. 

environmental [in.vairan'mentl] adj [pollution, 

awareness] connected with the natural world 
□ the growing number of environmental hazards. 

environmentalist [in.vairan'mentlast] n a per¬ 
son whose job is to help protect the envi¬ 
ronment. 

environmentally [in.vairan'menth] adv to be 
environmentally aware to be concerned 
about the environment. ■ environmentally 
friendly [policy, product] that does not have a 
harmful effect on the environment □ All our 
detergents are environmentally friendly. 

Environmental Protection Agency n -» EPA. 

environs [in'vairanz] npl the area that is near 
to and around a particular place □ the city 
and its environs. 

envisage [in'vizid3] vt to imagine that <sthg> 
is likely to happen in the future □ Do you en¬ 
visage any problems? □ / don't envisage (that) 
there will be any difficulty. 

envision [in'vi3n] vt US = envisage, 

envoy ['envoi] n a messenger who is sent 
overseas, especially by a government, to dis¬ 
cuss something with a foreign government, 

envy [’envi] (pt & p>p envied) o « the feeling 
one has toward somebody else when they 
have something that one would like to have 
very much □ He was motivated by envy of or 

toward his more successful colleagues. ■ to be 
the envy of sb to be envied by sb □ She was 
the envy of all her friends. ■ to be green with 
envy to be full of envy, o vt to feel envy to¬ 

ward <sb> □ / can't say I envy him. □ / envied 
her for her patience, m to envy sb sthg to feel 
envy toward sb because of sthg they have □ 
/ don't envy you that job! 

enzyme ['enzaim] « a liquid produced in living 
things that is active in certain chemical 
processes, e.g. in digesting food in human 
beings; a chemical substance in some de¬ 
tergents that helps to remove stains. 

EOC (abbr of Equal Opportunities Commission) 
rt the EOC a British government body re¬ 
sponsible for making sure that people of a 
different sex, race, color etc are treated 
equally and fairly by employers. 

eon ['nan] « a very long period of time. 

EPA (abbr of Environmental Protection Agency) 
n the EPA a US government department re¬ 
sponsible for protecting the environment 
from pollution. 

epaulet(te) [.eps'let] n a decoration on the 
part of a uniform that covers the shoulder, 

ephemeral [l'femral] adj [success, fashion, happi¬ 

ness] that lasts only for a very short time, 

epic f'epik] o adj [journey, story, contest] that is 
long and impressive, and often involves 
courage or adventure, o n a long book, 
movie, poem etc that is impressive, and of¬ 
ten contains scenes of courage or adventure, 

epicenter us, epicentre gb ['episentar] « the 
point where an earthquake starts. 

, epidemic [,epi'demik] « a situation in which a 
verylarge number of people are affected by 
an infectious disease that is spreading in a 
particular area □ a flu epidemic. 

epidural [.epi'diuaral] n an injection that is giv¬ 
en in the spine to reduce pain in the lower 
part of the body, especially during child¬ 
birth. 

epigram ['epigraem] tt a saying or poem that is 
short, amusing, and clever, 

epilepsy f'epilepsi] n a disease of the central 
nervous system that causes sudden violent 
and uncontrolled movements of the body 
and loss of consciousness, 

epileptic [.epi'leptik] o adj [fit, attack, person] 

see epilepsy, o « a person who suffers from 
epilepsy. 

epilogue ['epilog] n a short section at the end 
of a book, play, movie etc that is used as a 
conclusion. 
NOTE: Compare prologue. 

Epiphany [I'pifani] tt (the) Epiphany a Chris¬ 
tian festival held on January 6th that com¬ 
memorates, in the Western Church, the visit 
of the Magi to Christ and, in the Eastern 
Church, the baptism of Christ, 

episcopal [I'piskapl] adj [palace, authority, duties] 

connected with a bishop, 

episode ['episoud] n -1. an event or period of 
time that forms part of a longer story or se¬ 
ries of events □ I'd rather forget the whole epi¬ 
sode. □ an unfortunate episode. -2. a part of a 
longer story that appears at regular intervals 
on the radio or TV, or in a magazine □ / 
missed last week's episode. 
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episodic [,epi'sDdik] adj [story, book, movie] that 

is presented in the form of a number of epi¬ 

sodes. 

epistle [i'pisl] n a letter (literary use), 

epitaph [US 'epitaef, GB -ta:f] « the words writ¬ 

ten about somebody who is dead, usually 

on their tombstone. 

epithet ['epi0et] n a word or short phrase that 

describes a person and is used as part of or 

instead of their name. 

epitome [I'pitami] n to be the epitome of sthg 
to be a perfect example of sthg □ His 
approach/He is the epitome of laziness. 

epitomize, -ise [I'pitsmaiz] vt to be the most 

typical example of <a quality, attitude, type 

of person> etc □ She epitomizes all the good 
qualities of this company. 

epoch [US lepak, GB 'i:pt)k] « a period in histo¬ 

ry that is remembered for its important 

changes. 

epoch-making adj [event, discovery, invention] 

that is important and influences a particular 

period of history. 

eponymous [I'ptmimas] adj the eponymous 
hero the hero in a book, play etc whose 

name appears in the tide. 

EPOS [ i:pDs] (abbr of electronic point of sale) n 
a system that uses a computer terminal to 

record each sale that is made, so that stock 

can be controlled and money can be trans¬ 

ferred electronically. 

equable ['ekwsbl] adj [person! who is not easi¬ 

ly annoyed or upset □ Tom's a very equable 
sort of guy. 

equal ['iikwal] (us ft & fp equaled, cont equal¬ 
ing, GB ft & ff equalled, cont equalling) o adj 
-1. [amount, share] that is the same size, 

value etc as something else □ Mix equal parts 
of cement and sand. □ The two men are equal in 
ability. □ One inch is equal to 2.54 cm. -2. [right, 

access, payl that is the same for everybody □ 
Both teams have an equal chance of winning. ■ 
on equal terms, on an equal basis [talk, com¬ 

pete] without one side being in a stronger 

position than the other □ When we next meet, 
it must be on equal terms. -3. to be equal to 
sthg to be able to deal successfully with 

sthg □ He was more than equal to the task. 
On a person who has the same abilities, 
rights, or opportunities as another □ He's 
hardly my intellectual equali 
o vt -1. math to be the same as <an amount 
or number> □ 2 times 4 equals 8. -2. [person, 

record, score] to reach the same level or 
standard as <sb/sthg> □ His bad manners are 
only equaled by his ignorance. □ Her generosity 
equals her father's. 

equality [i'kwnbti] n the same rights or status 

as other people □ racial equality. 

equalize, -ise ['iikwslaiz] o vt [rights, pay] to 

make <sthg> more equal and fair for every¬ 

body. o vi GB sport to reach the same score 

as one’s opponent by scoring a goal or 

point. 

equalizer ['hkwalaizaH n GB sport a goal, shot 

etc which makes the score equal. 

equally ['iikwali] adv -1. equally acceptable/ 
difficult acceptable/difficult to the same de¬ 
gree □ Equally important is the new emphasis on 
safety features. □ Both were held equally respon¬ 
sible. -2. [divide, share, distribute] in equal parts 
□ Blame was allocated equally between the police 
and security staff. -3. equally,... a word used to 
introduce a piece of information, an argu¬ 
ment etc that is opposed to what has just 
been mentioned but is of the same impor¬ 
tance o The area is economically deprived, but 
equally there is hope for improvement. 

equal opportunities npl a policy that guaran¬ 
tees equal rights to higher education, em¬ 
ployment etc to people of all ethnic origins, 
both genders etc □ an equal opportunities em¬ 
ployer. 

Equal Opportunities Commission n —> EOC. 

Equal Rights Amendment n -» ERA. 

equal(s) sign n a symbol (=) used to show 
that two figures are equal, 

equanimity [.ekws'nimati] n a calm attitude □ 
He viewed the decision with his usual equanimity. 

equate [I'kweit] vt to equate sb/sthg with sb/ 
sthg to connect sb/sthg with sb/sthg in 
one’s mind, because one thinks they are 
similar □ You don't normally equate politicians 
with humility. 

equation [i'kwei3n] « math a statement in 
which two amounts are given as being the 
same. 

equator [Tkweit3r] « the equator an imaginary 
line around the world, halfway between the 
North and South Poles. 

equatorial [US .iikws'toirisl, GB ,ekwa-] adj [re¬ 

gion, climate] near or at the equator, 

equestrian [I'kwestrisn] adj [sport, event, statue] 

that is connected with horses or horseriding, 

equidistant [.iikwi'distant] adj to be equidis¬ 
tant [points, places] to be the same distance 
from a particular place □ The capital is equidis¬ 
tant from the east and west coasts. 

equilateral triangle [.ukwdastral-] n a triangle 
whose sides are all the same length, 

equilibrium [.kkwi'libriam] n a situation in 
which there is a balance between different 
influences, forces, or emotions with the re¬ 
sult that there are no sudden and unexpect¬ 
ed changes □ These spending cuts will help keep 
the economy in equilibrium. 

equine [US 'iikwain, GB 'ek-J adj [disease, family] 

that is connected with horses; [features, face] 

similar to that of a horse, 

equinox ['i:kwint>ks] n one of the two times of 
year when day and night are the same 
length in every part of the world, 

equip [i kwip] (pt Si pp equipped, cont equip¬ 
ping) vt -1. to provide <sb/sthg> with what 
is useful or necessary for a particular situa¬ 
tion or purpose □ The hospital is not equipped 
to deal with emergency cases. □ This car comes 
equipped with its own hi-fi system. □ a fully- 
equipped kitchen. -2. to give <sb> experience, 
knowledge etc that helps to prepare them 
for something □ In what way do you feel your 
previous experience equips you for this post? 
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equipment [I'kwipmsnt] n the objects that one 
must use to do a particular job, hobby etc □ 
office/kitchen equipment □ a piece of equipment 

equitable ['ekwitsbl] adj [system, arrangement, 
share] that is fair to everybody. 

equity ['ekwsti] n finance the market value of 
a property after the debts of its owner have 
been subtracted from it. ■ negative equity a 
situation in which the value of a property 
has fallen so that it is worth less than the 
amount of money that was borrowed to 
buy it. 

♦ equities npl shares whose rate of interest is 
not fixed. 

Equity n in Britain, the labor union for actors 
and actresses. 

equivalent [I'kwrvslant] o adj that has the 
same size, value, or function as something 
else □ Their wage was equivalent to $2 per day 
in today's money. □ There's no equivalent organi¬ 
zation in the UK. o n a person or thing that is 
equivalent to somebody or something else □ 
The Queen is Britain's nearest equivalent of or to 
a president. 

equivocal [I'kwivakl] adj [statement, reply, per¬ 

son] that is deliberately vague in order to 
avoid stating the truth □ He was very equivo¬ 
cal about his travel arrangements. 

equivocate [I'kwivskeit] vi [person] to speak in 
a vague way in order to avoid stating the 
truth (formal use). 

er [3ir] excl -1. a word used to express hesita¬ 
tion before one speaks or continues speak¬ 
ing □ Er, let's see. -2. a word used to attract 
somebody’s attention □ Er, excuse me. 

ER (abbr of Elizabeth Regina) Queen Elizabeth, 

era ['iara] (pi eras) n a period in history that is 
remembered for a particular fashion, event, 
invention, ruler etc □ His death marked the end 
of an era. □ This is the era of the computer. 

ERA n -1. (abbr of Equal Rights Amendment) 
the ERA a proposed change to US law that 
was intended to give equal rights to men 
and women. It was rejected in 1982. -2. 
(abbr of earned run average) in baseball, the 
average number of times a pitcher has al¬ 
lowed batters to hit the ball and make a 
run. 

eradicate fi'raedikeit] vf [crime, disease] to com¬ 
pletely remove <sthg harmful or unpleas¬ 
ant from a place so that it no longer exists 
□ This party is committed to eradicating poverty. 

eradication [i.raedi'keijh] tt: see eradicate □ The 
eradication of this practice is long overdue. 

erase fi'reiz] vt -1. [writing, drawing, graffiti] to 
remove <sthg> from paper, a surface etc, es¬ 
pecially using an eraser. -2. to remove <a re- 
cording> from a tape; to remove <a file> 
from a computer memory. -3. [feeling, 

thought, problem] to remove <sthg> so that it 
no longer affects somebody or something □ 
He tried hard to erase the whole incident from his 
mind/memory. 

eraser [i'reiz3r] « a piece of rubber for remov¬ 
ing pencil marks. 

erect [frekt] o adj -1. [person] who sits or 

stands in a straight upright position. -2. 
[penis, nipple] that is stiff and stands up or 
out, rather than in its normal position, o vf 
-1. [building, statue, barrier] to build or make 
<sthg> □ A monument is to be erected in his 
memory. -2. [tent, chair] to put the different 
parts of <sthg> together so that it is upright 
and can be used. 

erection [i'rekfn] n -1. [of a building, statue, barri¬ 
er] see erect. -2. to have an erection to have 
an erect penis. 

ergonomics [,3:rg3'nDmiks] n the study of how 
machines, equipment, working areas etc can 
be improved so that people can work with 
them more efficiendy. 

Erie [’iari]: Lake Erie one of the Great Lakes 
between Canada and the USA. 

ERM (abbr of Exchange Rate Mechanism) n the 
ERM an agreement between EU countries to 
keep their exchange rates within certain lim¬ 
its. 

ermine ['3:rmin] « the white fur of the stoat in 
winter, which has black spots and is used to 
decorate royal robes and crowns, 

erode [I'roud] o vf -1. to be eroded [rock, soil, 

coastline] to be removed gradually by the ac¬ 
tion of wind, water, rain etc. -2. [confidence, 

rights, support] to reduce or destroy <sthg> 
gradually □ Voters' trust has been eroded by a 
series of political scandals, o vi [rock, soil, confi¬ 

dence] to be eroded □ Much of the cliff had 
eroded away. □ His power base among local 
blacks had eroded over the years. 

erogenous zone [i'rod33nas-] n an area of the 
body that can cause one to feel sexual ex¬ 
citement when it is touched, 

erosion [i'roo3n] rt: see erode □ the effects of 
erosion on the coastline □ We are witnessing the 
erosion of people's right to privacy. 

erotic [I'rotik] adj [art, movie, dream] that pre¬ 
sents or involves sexual desire, 

eroticism [I'rDtisizm] n the erotic quality of a 
work of art, movie, scene etc. 

err [3ir] vi to make a mistake (formal use). ■ to 
err on the side of caution to be more cautious 
than is necessary in order to avoid making a 
mistake. 

errand ['erand] n a short trip to do a small job 
such as buying something from a store or 
delivering a message, often for somebody 
else □ / have a few errands to do before lunch. ■ 
to go on or run an errand to do an errand □ 
Do you mind running an errand for me? 

errand boy n a boy whose job is to run er¬ 
rands. 

erratic [Lraetik] adj [behavior, service, perform¬ 
ance] that often changes in an irregular and 
unpredictable way and does not stay the 
way that one would prefer □ He's a very er¬ 
ratic player. 

erroneous [I'rounjas] adj [belief, statement, con¬ 
clusion] that is not correct, because of a lack 
of understanding or knowledge (formal use), 

error [’erar] n -1. a mistake that is made dur¬ 
ing a process or activity □ a typing error. ■ an 
error of judgment a decision in which one 
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makes a mistake because of the way one 
considers a situation □ / admit I made an error 
of judgment. -2. the act of making mistakes □ 
There's no room for error when you're driving that 
fast. ■ in error by mistake □ The letter was de¬ 
livered to me in error. 

error message n a message on a computer 
screen that shows there has been an error 
during an operation. 

erstwhile ['3:rstwail] adj sb's erstwhile col¬ 
league/opponent etc a person who used to 
be sb’s colleague/opponent etc (literary or hu¬ 

morous use). 

erudite [US 'erjadait, GB 'eru-1 adj [person, book] 
that has or shows knowledge that comes 
from studying and reading a lot □ She gave a 
very erudite speech on the origins of language. 

erupt [I'rApt] vi -1. [violence, war, fighting] to 
start suddenly in an uncontrolled way □ Vio¬ 
lence has erupted in parts of the city. -2. 
[volcano] to explode and start sending ash, 
lava etc out into the air. 

eruption [I'rApJh] n: see erupt □ The eruption of 
violence onto the streets has alarmed community 
leaders. 

ESA (abbr of European Space Agency) n the 
ESA the organization responsible for Eu¬ 
rope’s space program. 

escalate ['eskaleit] vi [conflict, violence, cost] to 
increase quickly and in a way that is serious 
and worrying □ Prices have escalated to un¬ 
precedented levels. 

escalation fieska'leifn] n\ see escalate □ We 
want to avoid an escalation of hostilities. 

escalator ['esksleitaT n a moving staircase in a 
large building, public area etc. 

escalator clause n a clause in a contract that 
allows for price increases if costs increase, 

escapade ['eskspeid] n an act that involves 
bravery, excitement, or breaking rules, 

escape h'skeip] o vt -1. [death, injury, punish¬ 

ment] to avoid <sthg unpleasant> □ She nar¬ 
rowly escaped injury/being killed. -2. [details, 

facts] to be difficult for <sb> to remember □ 
His name escapes me for the moment. ■ to es¬ 
cape sb's notice [mistake, error] not to be no¬ 
ticed by sb □ It hasn't escaped my notice that a 
number of employees have been arriving late, 
o vi -1. [person] to succeed in getting away 
from a person, place, or situation that one 
thinks is unpleasant or dangerous □ He es¬ 
caped from prison/his captors. □ We escaped to 
Italy. -2. [person] to live through a dangerous 
experience without being killed or badly 
hurt □ Luckily, we escaped unharmed. □ The pi¬ 
lot escaped with minor injuries. -3. [gas, water] 

to pass from a closed space into the area 
around or near it. 
o n -1. [from prison, boredom] the act of es¬ 
caping from a person, place, or situation □ 
The men made their escape in a red van. □ For 
many, these books are a means of escape from 
their boring routine. -2. [from injury, death] the 
act of living through an experience without 
being killed or badly hurt □ We had a lucky 
escape. -3. [of gas, water] an amount of gas, 

water etc that escapes from somewhere. 

-4. = escape key. 

escape clause « a clause in a contract that al¬ 
lows one of the people or groups involved 
to stop following the terms of the contract 
under certain conditions, 

escape key n a key on a computer keyboard 
that is used to cancel the previous com¬ 

mand. 

escape route n -1. [in a building] the safest and 
quickest way for people to leave a building 
if there is a fire. -2. [of a prisoner, robber] the 
direction that a prisoner, robber etc takes af¬ 
ter escaping from prison or committing a 

crime. 

escapism [I'skeipizm] « an activity, way of 
thinking etc that helps one forget the boring 
or unpleasant things in one’s real life □ This 
movie is pure escapism. 

escapist [I'skeipist] adj [story, movie, fantasy] 
that involves or encourages escapism □ ro¬ 
mantic escapist fiction. 

escapologist feska'pctadsast] « a performer 
who entertains people by escaping from 
chains and locked containers, 

escarpment [i‘ska:rpm3nt] n a wide steep 
slope on the side of a hill or mountain, 

eschew [is'tfu:] vt [idea, policy, violence] to 
avoid or reject <sthg> because one disagrees 
with it strongly (formal use), 

escort [tt 'esko:rt, vb i'sko:rt] o n -1. one or 
more people or vehicles that travel with 
somebody or something to guard them □ Mr 
Cooke arrived under police escort. -2. a person 
who accompanies somebody of the opposite 
sex at a social occasion, o vt to accompany 
<sb> to a place to be sure that they leave or 
that they arrive safely □ Make sure he escorts 
you home. 

escort agency ['esko:rt-] n an agency that pro¬ 
vides escorts for social occasions. 

Eskimo ['eskimou] (j?l Eskimos) n 8t adj = Inuit. 

Esky™ [’eski] n aus a plastic box designed to 
keep food and drink cool. 

ESL (abbr of English as a Second Language) n 
= ESOL. 

ESOL ['i:sDl] (abbr of English for Speakers of 
Other Languages) n the subject of English 
taught to people who live in an English- 
speaking country and who do not speak 
English as their mother tongue, 

esophagus US, oesophagus gb [I'srrfagss] n 
the tube that carries food from the mouth to 
the stomach. 

esoteric [.ess'terik] adj [fact, knowledge] that is 
known or understood by very few people, 
especially because information about it is 
hard to find □ an interest in esoteric religions. 

esp. abbr of especially. 

ESP ti -1. abbr of extrasensory perception. 
-2. (abbr of English for special purposes) Eng¬ 
lish that is taught to people who need it for 
a particular purpose, e.g. business, finance, 
or information technology. 
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espadrille ['espadril] « a cotton or canvas shoe 
with a sole made of rope. 

especial [I'speJI] adj especial care/interest etc 
more care/interest etc than normal or usual 
(formal use) □ Please take especial notice of this 
announcement. 

especially [i'spefh] adv -1. a word used to 
emphasize that something which has al¬ 
ready been mentioned is most true in the 
case of a particular person or thing □ The 
town attracts many tourists, especially in sum¬ 
mer. □ This was especially true of the others. 
-2. especially cold/difficult etc colder/more 
difficult etc than is usual □ It has been an es¬ 
pecially satisfying year. □ She was especially nice 
to me. -3. Ichoose, buy) for a particular person 
or thing □ / got it especially for you. 

espionage ['espi3na:3] n the activities of a spy 
□ industrial espionage. 

esplanade [US 'esptanaid, GB espls'neid] n a 
straight wide path or road, usually on a sea¬ 
front, that people walk along for pleasure. 

espouse [fspauz] vt [cause, principle] to openly 
discuss and support <sthg> (formal use). 

espresso [e'spresou] {pi espressos) n a strong 
coffee made with steam on a special ma¬ 
chine and served without milk in a small 
cup; a cup of this coffee □ an espresso ma¬ 
chine □ Could I have an espresso please? 

Esq. n abbr of Esquire. 

Esquire [i'skwai3r] « GB a formal title used af¬ 
ter the name of a man if he has no other ti¬ 
tle, and instead of “Mr", especially above 
the address on an envelope; US this title 
used after the name of a man or woman 
who is a lawyer. 

essay f'esei] n -1. education a short piece of 
writing on a particular subject by a student. 
-2. [for a publication] a short piece of writing 
that somebody does on a particular subject 
and which is published. 

essayist f'eseisst] n a person who writes es¬ 
says which are published. 

essence ['esns] n -1. the essence of sthg [of an 

argument, problem] the main idea in sthg that 
is important in relation to the rest of it □ 
That was the essence of her speech. -2. a con¬ 
centrated liquid used to flavor food □ vanilla 
essence. 

♦ in essence adv a phrase used to emphasize 
the most important and basic aspect of 
something a The agreement was, in essence, a 
compromise. 

essential [I'senfi] adj -1. [item, reading, require¬ 

ment] that is absolutely necessary □ It's es¬ 
sential that it gets there on time. □ The project's 
success is essential to or for our reputation. 
-2. [difference, feature] that is most important 
and basic □ / jotted down the essential points of 
her argument. 

♦ essentials npl -1. [for life, survival] the most 
basic items needed for a particular situation 
□ We can only afford to buy the essentials. 
-2. [of a language, subject] the basic elements 
of something □ It wouldn't take you long to 
learn the essentials of the system. 

essentially [I'senjli] adv a word used to show 

that one is making a basic general statement 

about something □ Essentially, I agree with 
you. 

Essex ['esiks] a county in southeastern Eng¬ 

land. size: 3,672 sq kms. population: 
1,521,800. administrative center: Chelms¬ 
ford. 

est. -1. abbr of established. -2. abbr of estimat¬ 
ed. 

EST {abbr of Eastern Standard Time) « the local 

time in the eastern parts of the USA, Cana¬ 
da, and Australia. 

establish [fstasblij] vt -1. [organization, business, 

procedure] to create <sthg that one expects 
to exist or continue for a long time> □ 'Es¬ 
tablished in 1847.' -2. to establish contact with 
sb to make contact with sb □ They managed 
to establish radio contact with the ship. -3. [facts, 

cause, truth] to find out <sthg> for certain by 
asking questions, doing research etc □ Police 
are trying to establish when/why the accident 
happened. -4. [person, reputation, authority] to 
cause <sb/sthg> to be accepted or respected 
by other people □ She soon established herself 
as an expert in the field. 

established fi'stEebli/t] adj -1. [custom, practice, 

system] that has become accepted and fixed 
over a period of time □ Female circumcision is 
still an established practice in some societies. -2. 
[person, firm, reputation] that is well-known 
and respected □ Once you're established, the 
work will come pouring in. 

establishment [I'staebhfmsnt] « -1. a shop, 
business, institution etc that is based in a 
particular building □ a research establishment. 
-2. [of an organization, business, procedure] see 
establish. 

♦ Establishment n the Establishment a term 
used to describe the various people in pow¬ 
erful jobs who control a particular country 
or profession □ the medical Establishment □ 
He's a well-known Establishment figure. 

estate [I'steit] « -1. [in the countryside] a large 
area of land in the countryside that is 
owned by one person. -2. GB an area of land 
with buildings of one kind only, especially 
for housing or industry. -3. law the money 
and property left by a dead person. 

estate agency « gb a company that sells or 
rents houses and apartments for the owners. 

estate agent n GB a person who works in an 
estate agency. ■ an estate agent's an estate 
agency. 

estate car « GB a car that has a long body, a 
door at the back end, and a large space be¬ 
hind the back seats instead of a separate 
trunk. 

estd., est'd. abbr of established. 

esteem [I'stiim] (formal use) On a good opin¬ 
ion of somebody that is based on respect □ 
She rapidly won the esteem of her fellow workers 
in the field. ■ to hold sb/sthg in high esteem to 
have a good opinion of sb/sthg that one re¬ 
spects. o vt [person, work, talents] to respect 
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<sb/sthg> very much □ She's highly esteemed 
by her colleagues. 

esthetic [US es'Getik, GB i:s-] etc US = aesthetic 

etc. 

estimate [n 'estimst, vb ’estimeit] o n -1. [of an 

amount, the time] an approximate idea, calcu¬ 
lation, or judgment of something □ Do you 
think you could give me a rough estimate? -2. 
business a statement given by somebody for 
the charge they are likely to make for doing 
a particular job □ We got three separate compa¬ 
nies to do an estimate for repairs, 
o vt [cost, time, damage] to calculate <sthg> 
approximately □ She estimated that it would 
take her three more days. □ The damage was es¬ 
timated at ok to be around £3 million. □ It's hard 
to estimate how long a full recovery could take, 
o vi business to estimate for sthg to provide 
somebody with an estimate for sthg □ I'll get 
them to estimate for the repairs before we decide 
anything. 

estimated ['estimeitsd] adj [cost, value, number] 

that is approximate and thought to be likely 
□ Our estimated time of arrival is 14:00 hours. 

estimation [,esti'meijn] n -1. in my/his/her etc 
estimation in my/his/her etc opinion □ In my 
estimation, more could have been done. ■ to go 
up/down in sb's estimation to become more/ 
less respected by sb □ When I heard what he 
had done, he went up/down in my estimation. 
-2. [of cost, time, damage] see estimate. 

Estonia [e'stounja] a country in northeastern 
Europe, on the Baltic Sea. size: 45,000 sq 
kms. population: 1,600,000 (Estonians). capi¬ 
tal: Tallinn, language: Estonian, currency: 
kroon. 

estranged [i'stremd3d] adj [person] who is no 
longer in contact with somebody because of 
a disagreement □ He became increasingly es¬ 
tranged from his family/friends. ■ sb's estranged 
husband/wife a husband/wife who is no 
longer living with sb. 

estrogen [estrsdsan] US, oestrogen [i:s- 
trad33n] GB n a hormone in females which 
causes changes in the sexual and reproduc¬ 
tive parts of the body. 

estuary [US ’estjuan, GB -tjuri] (pi estuaries) n 
the very wide part of a river where it meets 
a sea or ocean. 

ETA n abbr of estimated time of arrival. 

et al. fetsel] (abbr of et alii) a phrase used after 
a name, or list of names, to show that other 
people are included but not mentioned, 

etc. (abbr of et cetera) a word used after a list 
to show that other similar things or people 
are included but not mentioned, 

et cetera [it'setam] —> etc. 

etch [etj] vt -1. [scene, picture] to draw <sthg> 
by cutting lines into the surface of a piece of 
metal, glass, or stone. -2. to be etched on 
sb's memory [experience, event] to be impos¬ 
sible for sb to forget because it is important 
to them or because of the effect it has had 
on them. 

etching ['et/irj] n a picture printed from an 
image etched on a metal plate. 

ETD n abbr of estimated time of departure, 

eternal [i't3:rnl] adj -1. [life, youth] that lasts 
forever □ Some believe that the human spirit is 
eternal. -2. [complaints, discussion) that seems 
never to stop, in a way that one finds an¬ 
noying □ I'm fed up with these eternal argu¬ 
ments about what we're going to do next. 
-3. [truth, value] that never changes and is ap¬ 
propriate in all situations □ These are eternal 
principles which every man can live by. 

eternally [i't3irnli] odv [live, complain] see eter¬ 
nal. ■ to be eternally grateful to be very 
grateful for a long time □ / am eternally grate¬ 
ful to you. 

eternity [i't3:rn3ti] « -1. a period of time that 
never ends. -2. [after death] the never-ending 
state that some people believe one exists in 
after death □ Their love would last, they said, for 
eternity. □ damned to hell for eternity. -3. an 
eternity a period of time that seems very 
long, especially because one is bored or 
worried □ We waited for what seemed or felt 
like an eternity. 

eternity ring n GB a ring given by somebody 
to their husband or wife when they have 
been married a long time as a symbol of 
their love. 

ether ['i:0ar] « a colorless liquid that was used 
in hospitals in the past as an anesthetic, 

ethereal [ii'Gisrisl] adj [beauty, music] that is so 
delicate that it does not seem to belong to 
this world. 

ethic f'eGik] n a moral principle that affects 
the way people think and act □ the work/ 
Christian ethic. 

♦ ethics o « the study of the moral principles 
and rules that affect people’s behavior, 
o npl a set of moral principles and rules that 
a person or group believes in □ medical eth¬ 
ics. 

ethical ['eGikl] adj -1. [problem, dilemma] that is 
connected with the question of what is 
morally right or wrong □ She refused to give 
the information on ethical grounds. -2. [approach, 

practice] that is morally right or good □ To in¬ 
vest in this way is simply not ethical. 

Ethiopia [fiGi'oupis] a mountainous country in 
northeastern Africa, between Sudan, Kenya, 
and Somalia, size: 1,100,000 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 53,700,000 (Ethiopians). capital: Addis 
Ababa, language: Amharic. currency: birr, 

ethnic ['eGmk] adj -1. [unrest, violence] that ex¬ 
ists or happens between people of different 
races or cultures who live in the same place 
□ ethnic tension in our cities. -2. [group, origin] 

that is connected with a particular racial and 
cultural tradition □ Please indicate the ethnic 
group to which you belong. -3. [clothing, food] 

that is typical of a traditional culture and 
that people think is exotic because it is so 
different to their own culture □ / like these 
ethnic earrings. 

ethnic cleansing [-'klenzirj] n the act of forc¬ 
ing people of a different race, religion etc to 
leave an area of land, often using violence, 
in order to have complete control over it. 
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ethnic minority n a group of people whose 

race, religion, or culture is different from the 

race, religion, or culture of the majority of 

people in a community or country, 

ethnology [e0'nDl3d3i] « the study and com¬ 

parison of different racial and cultural 
groups. 

ethos ['i:0Ds] « the particular beliefs, attitudes, 

and values of a certain group of people, 

etiquette ['etikat] tt the rules of proper and 

acceptable behavior in society or in a par¬ 

ticular profession □ professional/courtroom eti¬ 
quette. 

etymology [,eti'mnlad3i] (pi etymologies) tt 
*1. the study of the origins and development 

of words. -2. the origins and history of a 
particular word or phrase. 

EU n abbr of European Union n Austrians have 
today given the EU a vote of confidence. 

eucalyptus [Juika'liptas] (pi eucalyptuses) tt a 

tall evergreen tree with round, gray-green 

leaves that produces an oil with a strong 

smell that is often used in cough medicines 

□ eucalyptus oil. 

Euclid ['ju:klid] (3rd century BC) a Greek math¬ 

ematician who invented a system of geome¬ 

try known as Euclidean geometry, 

eulogize, -ise ['ju:lad3aiz] vt to praise <sb/ 

sthg> very much. 

eulogy ['ju:lad3i] (pi eulogies) tt a speech or 

piece of writing that eulogizes somebody or 

something. 

eunuch ['juinak] tt a man whose testicles have 

been removed. 

euphemism ['juifamizm] tt a polite word or 

expression used to describe something that 

some people might End offensive or embar¬ 

rassing □ "Advanced in years" is just a 
euphemism for “old". 

euphemistic [Juifa'mistik] adj [language, word] 

see euphemism. 

euphoria fjiii'foiriaj tt a feeling of great excite¬ 

ment and happiness. 

euphoric [jui'fDrik] adj (person, feeling, occasion) 

see euphoria. 

Eurasia [jua'rei3a] Europe and Asia considered 

together. 

Eurasian [jua'rei33n] n a person who has both 

European and Asian ancestors, 

eureka [jo'riika] excl a word that somebody 

says when they suddenly discover some¬ 

thing or find the answer to a difficult prob¬ 

lem. 

Euro ['juarou] n the unit of currency for coun¬ 

tries in the European Union. 

Euro- prefix added to words to show that 

they relate to Europe or the European Un¬ 

ion. 

Eurocheque™ ['juarout/ek] n a check that can 

be used in most European countries. 

Eurocrat ['juarakraet] n an important official in 

the European Union (disapproving use). 

Eurocurrency ['juaroukAransi] (pi Eurocurren¬ 
cies) tt a currency that is held in banks in 

Western Europe outside its country of origin 

and is used especially to finance internation¬ 
al trade. 

Eurodollar ['juaroudDlar] « a US dollar held in 
European banks. 

Euro-elections npl the elections to member¬ 

ship of the European Parliament. 

Euro MP tt a member of the European Parlia¬ 
ment in Strasbourg. 

Europe ['juarap] -1. the continent between 

the Adantic, the Mediterranean, and the 

Ural Mountains, including the British Isles 

and Iceland. -2. GB the mainland of Europe, 

excluding the British Isles. -3. GB politics the 
European Union. 

European [,juara'pi:an] o n a person who 

comes from or lives in Europe, o adj: see 
Europe □ European ministers meet today to dis¬ 
cuss fishing quotas. 

European Commission tt the European Com¬ 
mission the administrative body of the EU. 

It is responsible for proposing new policies 

and making sure that existing policies are 
carried out. 

European Community n the European Com¬ 
munity an organization of European states 

designed to encourage closer links between 
its members. 

European Court of Human Rights « the 
European Court of Human Rights the court of 
the Council of Europe. 

European Court of Justice tt the European 
Court of Justice the court of the European 
Union. 

European Currency Unit n -» ECU. 

European Monetary System n the European 
Monetary System a system set up by the 

European Union to control the exchange 

rates among the currencies of the member 

countries. 

European Parliament n the European Parlia¬ 
ment the parliament of the European Union, 

based in Strasbourg. 

European Union rt the European Union the 

union of European countries that was 

formed in 1993 when the member states of 

the European Community signed the Maas¬ 

tricht Treaty and agreed to closer political 

and economic cooperation. 

Eurydice [ju'ridisi] —» Orpheus, 

euthanasia [,ju:0a'nei3a] n the practice of kill¬ 

ing very ill or old people without causing 

them pain so that they do not continue to 

suffer. 

evacuate [r'vaskjoeit] vt to get <people> to 

leave a place because it is dangerous; to 

empty <a place> in this way □ Staff and cus¬ 
tomers were evacuated from the store shortly be¬ 
fore the explosion. □ Police were called in to 
evacuate the area. 

evacuation [i.vaekju'eifn] tt: see evacuate □ 
McArthur ordered the evacuation of the city. 

evacuee [i,vaekju'i:] n a person who has been 

evacuated from a dangerous place, especial¬ 

ly during a war. 

evade [i'veid] vt -1. [issue, question] to avoid 
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dealing with <sthg>, especially because one 
is trying to hide something; [responsibility, 

problem] to avoid dealing with <sthg> be¬ 
cause it is difficult or unpleasant □ / think 
you're evading the issue here. □ You cannot con¬ 
tinue to evade your responsibilities in this way. 
-2. [tax, punishment, capture] to avoid <sthg 
that is required by law> □ He managed to 
evade capture for several days. -3. [pursuer] to 
avoid being caught by <sb>. 

evaluate [iVaeljueit] vt [success, difficulty, evi¬ 

dence] to judge the value of <sthg> by con¬ 
sidering it carefully □ It would be wrong to 
evaluate his contribution in purely financial terms. 

evaluation [i.vzelju'eijn] n: see evaluate □ / 
would appreciate your evaluation of the situation. 
□ Each student gets an evaluation of his or her 
coursework. 

evangelical [,i:vaen'd3elikl] adj [church, sermon] 

that is connected with a kind of Christian 
belief that emphasizes the importance of 
studying the Gospels and accepting Christ 
as one’s personal savior □ an evangelical 
preacher. 

evangelism [i'vsnd33lizm] n the practice of 
teaching Christianity, especially to people 
who are not Christians, 

evangelist [i'vaend3atast] n a person who tries 
to persuade people to become Christians, 
especially at large public meetings, 

evangelize, -ise [i'vaend33laiz] vt to try to per¬ 
suade <sb> to become a Christian, 

evaporate [Tvapareit] vi -1. [water, solution] to 
change into gas or steam. -2. [hopes, confi¬ 

dence, fears] to gradually become less strong 
and then disappear. 

evaporated milk [pvaepareitsd-] n unsweet¬ 
ened milk that has been made thicker by re¬ 
moving water from it and which is sold in 
cans. 

evaporation [i.vaeps'reijn] tv. see evaporate □ 
water loss due to evaporation. 

evasion [i'vei3n] n -1. the act of avoiding do¬ 
ing something that one is supposed to do, 
especially by using deception □ This is an eva¬ 
sion of your responsibilities as a citizen. -2. a 
way of using words so that one does not re¬ 
ally give an answer to the question asked □ 
Lies and evasion are his speciality. 

evasive [tveisiv] adj -1. [person, answer] that 
avoids dealing with a question directly and 
honestly □ She was being deliberately evasive. 
-2. to take evasive action military to move 
away in order to avoid being attacked, in¬ 
jured etc □ Our pilots were forced to take eva¬ 
sive action. 

eve [i:v] n the eve of sthg the day before sthg 
important happens □ on the eve of the elec¬ 
tion. 

Eve [i:v] —> Adam. 

even1 ['iivn] adj -1. [speed, rate, temperature] 

that remains the same □ The spacing between 
the letters has to be even. -2. [ground, surface, 

road] smooth, flat, and level □ You need to 
make the floor even before laying tiles or carpet. 
-3. [temper, tone] that does not show great 

changes in feelings and emotions □ He spoke 
in a slow even tone. -4. [contest, scores] equal □ 
After their win on Saturday, Dallas is now even 
with the leaders. ■ to be even [teams, players] 
to have an equal amount of skill or ability. 
-5. [division, share] shared out equally or fair¬ 
ly □ The party is committed to a more even distri¬ 
bution of wealth. ■ to have an even chance of 
doing sthg to be as likely to do sthg as not 
to do it □ We've got an even chance of winning. 
-6. phrase to get even with sb to do as much 
harm to sb as they have done to one □ He 
vowed he'd get even with them one day. -7. an 
even number a number that divides by two, 

e.g. 2, 4, or 6. 
NOTE: The opposite of an even number is an 
odd number. 

even2 adv -1. a word used to show that a fact 
is surprising or unexpected □ Even I could do 
better than that! □ Nobody knows, not even my 
mother. -2. a word used for extra emphasis 
in comparisons □ £5 is fine, but £10 would be 
even better. □ You're even more stupid than I 
first thought. 

♦ even if conj we'll go for a walk, even if it's 
raining it might rain, but if this happens it 
will make no difference and we will still go 
for a walk □ I'm glad I bought the car, even if I 
can't really afford it. 

♦ even out o vf sep> [surface, water supply, 
prices] to make the differences between 
<two or more amounts, levels> etc smaller 
or less noticeable □ Go over the ground with a 
roller after digging to even out any bumps. □ A 
final coat of paint should even out any light or 
dark patches, o vi [differences, rates] The costs 
will even out if we pay a regular monthly amount. 

♦ even so adv he was ill, but even so he came 
in spite of the fact that he was ill, he came 
□ / know he's busy at the moment. Even so, he 
could have offered to help. 

♦ even though conj we enjoyed the game, 
even though we didn't win it is surprising 
that we enjoyed the game, because we 
didn’t win □ / get nervous going there, even 
though I’ve been there before. 

even-handed [-'haendad] adj [person, approach] 
that treats everybody fairly □ / have tried to 
be reasonably even-handed in my treatment of 
the candidates. 

evening ['hvnii)] n -1. the part of the day be¬ 
tween the end of the afternoon and the be¬ 
ginning of the night □ an evening show □ / 
could meet you this/tomorrow evening. □ We 
could go out in the evening. □ / spent all evening 
at home. -2. a social event or entertainment 
that takes place in the evening □ a musical 
evening □ Thanks for a wonderful evening! 

♦ evenings adv US in the evening □ / tend to 
be fairly busy evenings. 

evening class n an educational class for 
adults that takes place in the evening. 

evening dress n -1. special clothes worn for 
formal events in the evening □ Mark was 
wearing evening dress. -2. a dress, usually 
long, that is worn by a woman for a formal 
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event in the evening □ She was wearing a 
beautiful black evening dress. 

Evening Star n: the Evening Star a bright 
planet, usually Venus, seen in the western 
sky just after the sun goes down. 

evenly ['kvnli] adv -1. to breathe evenly to 
breathe in a way that is regular and stays at 
the same level. ■ to be evenly spaced [objects, 
letters) to have the same amount of space 
between each other. -2. [divide, distribute] in a 
way that gives an equal amount to every 
part of something □ Apply the paint evenly. ■ 
to be evenly matched [teams, players] to be 
even. -3. [talk, speak] in a way that does not 
show one's emotions. 

evensong ['iivnsor)] n a service held in the 
evening in Anglican churches. 

event li'vent] « -1. something that happens 
and is usually interesting or important □ his¬ 
torical events □ The party was quite an event! 
-2. sport a race or activity that is part of an 
organized competition □ track and field events. 
-3. in that event if that happens □ In that 
event, I should withdraw my application. 

♦ in any event adv a phrase used to empha¬ 
size that something will happen even if 
something else makes it seem uncertain or 
unlikely □ I'll try to phone tomorrow, but in any 
event I'll write next week. 

♦ in the event adv GB when something actu¬ 
ally happened or took place □ We thought 
there would be problems, but in the event every¬ 
thing went smoothly. 

♦ in the event of prep if <sthg> happens □ 
'In the event of fire, break glass.' 

♦ in the event that conj if a particular thing 
happens □ In the event that the show is can¬ 
celed, a refund will be issued. 

even-tempered odj [person] who is calm and 
does not get angry easily □ He's a fairly even- 
tempered boy. 

eventful [fventfl] odj [life, day] in which a lot 
of interesting or exciting things happen □ It 
wasn't exactly an eventful trip. 

eventing [iVentig] n GB sport a horse riding 
competition that lasts three days and in¬ 
volves cross-country riding and show jump¬ 
ing. 

eventual [I'ventfoal] odj [outcome, improvement, 
choice] that is the final result of a process □ 
The eventual winner was Deborah Fields from To¬ 
ronto. 

eventuality ftventju'aelati] (pi eventualities) n a 
possible event or result in the future □ We 
must be prepared for such an eventuality/all even¬ 
tualities. 

eventually [I'ventfuali] adv -1. after a long 
time, especially after a lot of difficulties or 
delays □ Eventually, somebody came to answer 
the door. □ / eventually realized what a waste of 
time it was. -2. at some point in the future 
when a particular process or situation comes 
to an end □ Interest rates should come down 
eventually. 

ever ['evar] adv -1. have you ever been to 

France? have you been to France at any 

time? (used in commands, questions, nega¬ 
tive sentences, and clauses beginning with 
“if”) □ No one ever calls these days. □ Don't 
ever speak to me like that! □ He denied ever hav¬ 
ing been there. □ If you ever need any help, ask 
me. -2. a word used in comparisons and af¬ 
ter superlatives □ Business is better than ever. 
□ It's the worst play I've ever seen. -3. a word 
used in questions to emphasize one’s sur¬ 
prise □ What ever makes you think that? 

♦ as ever adv in the usual way □ As ever, he 
was charming and witty. 

♦ ever since o adv a phrase used to show 
that a situation has existed since a particular 
event, and that it still exists □ / decided not to 
take the job and have regretted it ever since. 
o prep ever since the 1920s all the time from 
the 1920s until now. o conj: She's been 
getting headaches ever since she had the acci¬ 
dent. 

♦ ever so adv very (informal use) □ Thank you 
ever so much. 

♦ ever such det ever such nice people very 
nice people (informal use). 

♦ for ever adv for all time in the future □ I'm 
not going away for ever, just for a year. 

Everest [’evarsst]: (Mount) Everest a mountain 
in the Himalayas, the highest in the world. 
HEIGHT: 8,846 m. 

Everglades ['ev3rgleidz]: the Everglades a large 
area of marshland in Florida, USA. It in¬ 
cludes a national park that is famous for its 
alligators. 

evergreen ['ev3rgri:n] o adj [tree, shrub] that 
never loses its leaves, o n an evergreen tree, 
shrub etc. 
NOTE: Compare deciduous. 

everlasting [US ,ev3r'laestii), GB .eva'ImstiQ] adj 
[life, peace] that never ends □ The promise of 
everlasting happiness. 

every f'evri] det -1. every child all the children 
in the group □ Every room in the hotel has a TV. 
□ They argue every time they meet. □ Every word 
of it is true. -2. every three months regularly, 
once in every period of three months □ / 
think of him every hour/day of my life. □ They 
stopped and rested every five miles. -3. every 
tenth girl one girl out of ten □ The Olympics 
are held every fourth year. -4. a word used for 
emphasis □ Every attempt was made to save 
them. □ There's every chance she'll make a full 
recovery. 

♦ every now and then, every so often adv 
sometimes but not often □ / like to go out 
dancing every so often. 

♦ every which way adv US in all directions 
(informal use) □ People were running about every 
which way. 

everybody ['evribDdi] pron -1. all the people in 
a particular group □ / get on well with every¬ 
body at work. □ Has everybody had enough to 
eat? -2. all the people who are important or 
relevant □ She's the kind of person who gets on 
well with everybody. □ It's the movie that every¬ 
body is talking about at the moment. 

everyday ['evridei] adj [routine, occurrence, use] 
that happens regularly as a part of ordinary 
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life and is not unusual or interesting □ This 
kind of thing is hardly an everyday occurrence. □ 
It doesn't happen often in everyday life. 

everyone ['evriwAn] pron = everybody. 
everyplace [’evripleis] adv US = everywhere (in¬ 

formal use). 

everything ['evri0irj] pron -1. all the objects, 
facts, actions etc in a particular place or 
situation □ Don't believe everything you read in 
the newspapers! □ Everything in the house is for 
sale. -2. the whole situation □ Don't worry, 
everything's under control. -3. all the possible 
things that might happen or be needed □ / 
can't do everything at once! 

everywhere ['evriweo'] adv -1. all the places 
somebody goes to □ Her dog follows her 
around everywhere. -2. in every part of the 
world □ And here is a song for Elvis fans every¬ 
where. -3. in every part of a particular build¬ 
ing, area, or country □ There were flames in 
the kitchen and smoke everywhere. □ We’ve 
been everywhere in London. -4. in all possible 
places □ Oh here you are, I've been looking 
everywhere for you! 

evict li'vikt] vf [tenant, resident] to make <sb> 
leave the house, apartment etc where they 
are living, because they no longer have the 
legal right to be there □ We want to evict 
them from our land. 

eviction [I'vikfn] n: see evict □ The number of 
evictions has grown in the past year. 

eviction notice n a formal warning to some¬ 
body that they are going to be evicted. 

evidence ['evidans] « -1. objects, words, or 
events which make somebody believe a 
statement or theory □ This latest move is evi¬ 
dence of a change in government thinking. 
-2. law objects or words used to prove that 
something is true □ There's no evidence to 
prove that he was there that night. • to give evi¬ 
dence GB to say what one knows about a 
particular person or event during a trial in a 
court of law. 

♦ in evidence adj to be in evidence to be pres¬ 
ent and noticeable in a particular place or 
situation □ The police were much in evidence at 
the demonstration. 

evident ['evidant] adj [enjoyment, uneasiness] 

that can be clearly seen, noticed etc □ It soon 
became evident that he was a sick man. 

evidently ['evidantli] adv -1. evidently,... a 
word used to show that one thinks some¬ 
thing is probably true because of what one 
already knows □ She's evidently forgotten to 
fax us. -2. a word used to show that one 
thinks something is certainly true because of 
what one can see □ He was evidently in great 
pain. 

evil ['i:vl] o adj [person, torture, practice] very 
bad, harmful, or unpleasant, o « -1. the 
quality of being very bad and harmful □ Evil 
is all around us. -2. something that is consid¬ 
ered to be unpleasant or harmful □ the evils 
of drink □ These parking regulations are a neces¬ 
sary evil. 

evil-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who 

wants unpleasant or harmful things to hap¬ 
pen to other people. 

evince [I'vins] vt [interest, desire] to show <a 
feeling, attitude> etc clearly (formal use), 

evocation [,i:vou'keiJh] n something which 
causes somebody to have a memory or pic¬ 
ture of something in their mind, 

evocative [I'vokativ] adj [smell, poem] that 
makes somebody think of something else, 
usually from the past □ The photographs were 
very evocative of my early childhood. 

evoke [i'vouk] vt -1. to bring into one’s mind 
<a memory, feeling> etc □ The movie evoked 
memories of summer vacations long ago. -2. to 
cause <a response, reaction> etc □ The appeal 
evoked little response from the audience. 

evolution [.eva'luijh] « -1. biology the gradual 
process of development by which plants 
and animals change their forms over mil¬ 
lions of years. -2. [of society, a system] a grad¬ 
ual development of something, 

evolve [I'volv] o vt [system, style] to develop 
<sthg> gradually □ We've evolved our own 
method of filing, o vi -i. [model, style] to 
gradually develop and become more ad¬ 
vanced or complex □ Technology is continually 
evolving. -2. biology to change gradually from 
one form into another □ Birds evolved from 
reptiles. 

ewe [ju;) rt a female sheep, 

ex- [eks] prefix added to words to show that a 
person or thing no longer has the status 
they used to have □ his ex-wife □ an ex- 
serviceman/president. 

exacerbate [ig'zaesarben] vr [difficulty, pain] to 
make <sthg> worse (formal use) □ Maxwell's 
anxious presence only exacerbated the situation. 

exact [ig'zaekt] o adj [amount, copy, time] that is 
correct and includes every necessary detail □ 
What is your exact location? m to be exact a 
phrase used when one is giving more de¬ 
tailed or accurate information about a sub¬ 
ject □ He comes from the North, Boston, to be 
exact, o vt [promise, payment] to demand and 
get <sthg> from somebody, usually because 
one is stronger or more powerful than them 
(formal use) □ The gang exacts money from local 
storekeepers under the threat of violence. 

exacting [ig'zaektig] adj [job, person] that de¬ 
mands hard work and effort □ Her team had 
to live up to her own exacting standards. 

exactitude [ig'zsektitiuid] n the quality of be¬ 
ing exact (formal use). 

exactly [ig'zaektli] o adv -1. a word used to 
refer to an amount, location etc in a way 
that is correct and includes every necessary 
detail □ Where exactly do you live? □ That's ex¬ 
actly $10, please. □ What exactly happened? ■ at 
nine/ten etc o'clock exactly neither earlier nor 
later than nine/ten etc o’clock. ■ not exactly 
a phrase used to show that something is not 
completely true or correct □ It's not exactly a 
disaster but it's not a success either. □ "So you 
were ill yesterday?" -— "Not exactly, but I felt 
pretty low." -2. [copy, calculate] see exact, 

o excl a word used to show that a person is 
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in complete agreement with what has just 
been said □ Exactly! That's just what I was 
thinking. 

exaggerate [ig'za:d33reit] o vt [truth, problem, 

effect] to make <sthg> seem bigger, better, 
more important etc than it really is □ The 
scale of the problem has been grossly exaggerat¬ 
ed. o vi: Don't exaggerate! It's not that bad! 

exaggerated [ig'zaed3areit3d] adj -1. [claim, re¬ 

port] that is made to seem bigger, better, 
more important etc than it really is □ Her 
claims to be the new Jane Fonda are somewhat 
exaggerated. -2. [sigh, gesture] that is done in 
a way that is more obvious than it needs to 
be in order to create a particular effect □ "Be 
quiet," she said in an exaggerated whisper. 

exaggeration [ig.zEedsa'reifn] n: see exaggerate 

□ He's prone to exaggeration. □ It would be no 
exaggeration to say that we all felt betrayed. 

exalted [ig'zodtad] adj [person, position] that 
seems very important. 

exam [ig'zsem] {abbr of examination) « a formal 
test of somebody’s knowledge or ability in a 
particular subject, usually given at the end 
of a course of study □ an oral/English exam, m 
to take or GB sit an exam to do a test in order 
to get an official qualification, 

examination [ig.zaemi'neij'n] n -1. = exam. 

-2. a careful and detailed check of some¬ 
thing such as a document or vehicle to 
make sure that everything is the way it is 
supposed to be □ On closer examination, it 
turned out to be a fake. -3. medicine the proc¬ 
ess of looking at a person’s body to find out 
how healthy they are □ The doctor sent the 
patient to her local hospital for an examination. 
-4. [of a plan, proposal, idea] a detailed consid¬ 
eration of something □ The offer is still under 
examination. 

examination board n an organization re¬ 
sponsible for preparing and grading exams 
for students. 

examination paper « gb a set of printed 
questions used as an examination; the set of 
pages on which answers to these questions 
are written. 

examine [ig'zaemin] vf -1. [document, painting] 

to look at <sthg> carefully □ Professor Martin 
examined the manuscript closely. -2. medicine to 
look at <sb> to find out whether they are 
healthy or not. -3. [idea, proposal, evidence] to 
consider <sthg> carefully, especially in order 
to make a decision about it □ We cannot 
come to a conclusion until all the evidence has 
been examined. -4. [pupil, student] to give <sb> 
a test □ Students will be examined on a number 
of subjects. -5. LAW to ask <sb> questions 
during a trial in a court of law □ It was the 
prosecution's turn to examine the witness. 

examiner [ig'zsminar] n -1. a person who 
writes questions for an exam. -2. a person 
who grades the answers to an exam. ■ an 

internal/external examiner GB an examiner 
from the institution where the exam is 
taken/from a separate institution, 

example [US ig'zaempl, GB -'zaimpl] n -1. a 
thing which is mentioned when one is try¬ 

ing to show the typical qualities of a larger 
group of things □ This is a perfect example of 
the kind of attitude I'm talking about. -2. a per¬ 
son or a type of behavior that other people 
are encouraged to copy □ Her courage is an 
example to us all. ■ to follow sb's example to 
copy what sb else has done in one’s own 
behavior □ / followed your example and com¬ 
plained about the service, m to make an example 
of sb to punish sb severely to stop other 
people from copying their behavior. 

♦ for example adv a phrase used to introduce 
an example of what is being shown or dis¬ 
cussed □ Cycling, for example, is an excellent 
way of building up stamina. 

exasperate [ig'zaespareit] vt to make <sb> 
very frustrated and annoyed □ He was exas¬ 
perated by his daughter's lack of enthusiasm. 

exasperating [ig'zaespsreitiri] adj [person, day] 

that makes one feel frustrated and annoyed 
□ / find him really exasperating. 

exasperation [ig.zaesps'reijh] tv. see exasperate 
□ She looked at him in exasperation. 

excavate [’ekskaveit] vt -1. [building site, area] 

to remove earth from <a piece of land> by 
digging; to make <a hole> by doing this. 
-2. [object, pottery, bone] to find <sthg> by 
digging a hole in the ground; [settlement, site, 

hill] to show <sthg> as it was in the past by 
removing earth from it. 

excavation [.ekska'veifn] n -1. [of site, hole] see 
excavate. -2. a site or area of land that is be¬ 
ing excavated. 

excavator [,eksk3'veit3r] n GB a large machine 
for digging and moving earth, e.g. on a con¬ 
struction site. 

exceed [ik'siid] vt -1. [amount, number] to be 
greater than <sthg> in quantity □ The number 
of applicants far exceeds the number of places 
available. -2. [speed limit, expectations] to go 
beyond <sthg> □ The trip certainly exceeded all 
my expectations. 

exceedingly [ik'sitdigli] adv exceedingly com¬ 
plicated/good etc very complicated/good etc. 

excel [ik'sel] (pt & pp excelled, cont excelling) 
o vi to be very good at something □ She ex¬ 
cels in or at music, o vt to excel oneself to do 
better than usual □ You've excelled yourself to¬ 
night, Mark. 

excellence [’eksslsns] « the quality of being 
extremely good a As a company we pride our¬ 
selves on setting standards of excellence. □ the 
excellence of the food. 

Excellency [’eksslsnsi] (pi Excellencies) n a title 
used for officials of very high rank such as 
ambassadors □ Your/His/Her Excellency. 

excellent ['eksslsnt] o adj [meal, idea, athlete] 

extremely good □ What an excellent program! 
o excl a word used to show one’s approval 
of something □ Excellent! That's a great plan! 

except [ik'sept] o prep a word used to intro¬ 
duce the only thing or person not included 
in the previous statement □ / can make any 
day except Monday. □ We know nothing except 
what you've already told us. o conj except 
(that)... a word used to introduce one slight 
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difference between two things or people □ 
The twins look the same, except (that) Jane has 
green eyes. 

♦ except for prep = except □ We told everyone, 
except for Ian. 

excepted [ik'septad] prep with the exception 
of <sb/sthg> □ Dan excepted, everyone agreed. 

excepting [ik'septir)] prep & conj a word used 
to indicate the only thing that stops one’s 
general statement from being completely 
true □ Everyone agreed, excepting Ron. 

exception [ik'sepjh] n -1. a person, thing, or 
situation that is not included in a general 
statement, rule, or pattern □ an exception to 
the rule □ I'll make an exception in your case. ■ 
with the exception of sb/sthg a phrase used 
to introduce a person, thing, or situation not 
included in a general statement □ Everybody 
was there, with the notable exception of Tom. ■ 
without exception a phrase used to show 
that something is true for every one of the 
people or things mentioned □ / want every¬ 
one, without exception, in the office at eight-thirty 
tomorrow. -2. to take exception to sthg [to a re¬ 
mark, attitude] to show that one does not ac¬ 
cept sthg because one finds it annoying or 
offensive □ He took exception to being called 
“Sonny". 

exceptional [ik'sepfanl] adj -1. [musician, work] 
very good □ The food was good, but I wouldn't 
say it was exceptional. -2. [case, circumstances] 
very unusual and unlikely to happen or exist 
often □ Only under exceptional circumstances will 
employees be allowed to leave before 5:00pm. 

exceptionally [ik'sepjnali] adv exceptionally 
kind/cold etc very kind/cold etc. 

excerpt ['eks3:rpt] n a small part of a book, 
movie, piece of music etc □ This is an excerpt 
from Copland's ",Appalachian Spring." 

excess [ik'ses, before nouns 'ekses] o adj 
[weight, fat] more than is allowed, necessary, 
or usual □ Drain off any excess water, o m an 
amount that is greater than what is neces¬ 
sary, usual, or allowed □ She was driving with 
an excess of alcohol in her blood. 

♦ in excess of prep more than <sthg> □ He 
spent in excess of $2,000. 

♦ to excess adv too much o He drinks to ex¬ 
cess. 

excess baggage n baggage that weighs more 
than the limit that a passenger is allowed to 
take onto a plane; the money paid by a pas¬ 
senger in order to be allowed to take this 
baggage onto a plane. 

excess fare n GB extra money that one has to 
pay if one’s train ticket does not cover the 
fare for the entire trip. 

excessive [ik'sesiv] adj [interest, demand, price] 
that is much greater in amount or degree 
than is necessary or desirable □ $50 for lunch 
seems a little excessive. 

excess luggage n = excess baggage, 

exchange [iks'tfeindj] o vt -1. [addresses, gifts] 
to give <things of the same kind> to each 
other at the same time □ We exchanged let¬ 
ters for years. □ / exchanged jobs with a German 

colleague for a few months. -2. [currency, goods] 
to replace <sthg> with something else of 
the same value □ Merchandise can only be ex¬ 
changed with a receipt. □ I'd like to exchange this 
shirt for one in a smaller size. 
o n -1. [of two things] the act of exchanging 
something for something else □ the free ex¬ 
change of information □ an exchange of goods/ 
views. -2. [for telephones] a building or part of 
an office, where connections are made be¬ 
tween telephone lines. -3. [between two fami¬ 
lies, students] an arranged visit in which two 
people go to each other’s home town □ / 
went to Moscow on a cultural exchange. □ an ex¬ 
change visit. -4. [during a meeting, discussion] a 
short argument, especially in a public meet¬ 
ing or a political debate (formal use) □ There 
was a heated exchange. 

♦ in exchange adv a phrase used when giv¬ 
ing something to somebody in return for 
something else that is similar or of the same 
value □ I'll give you my bike in exchange for your 
skis. 

exchange rate n the official rate at which 
money in one currency is exchanged for 
money in another currency, 

excise ['eksaiz] o n excise (tax) a tax that a 
government puts on goods such as alcohol 
that are produced and sold within its coun¬ 
try. o vt [passage of text, tumor] to cut out 
and remove <sthg> (formal use), 

excise duty n = excise tax. 

excitable [ik'saitabl] adj [person, animal] that 
gets excited or nervous easily, 

excite [ik'sait] vt -1. to make <sb> excited □ 
Try not to excite yourself too much. -2. to cause 
cinterest, suspicion, admiration> etc □ The 
movie failed to excite my imagination. 

excited [ik'saitad] adj [person] who is full of 
strong feelings of enthusiasm and interest 
and unable to relax, usually because of 
something good that they think is going to 
happen □ We were very excited about or at the 
news. □ What are you getting so excited about? 

excitement [ik'saitmant] n -1. the feeling of 
being excited □ I've had enough excitement for 
one day, thanks! □ In my excitement, I forgot to 
thank him. -2. something that causes one to 
feel excited □ the excitements of a trip to Paris. 

exciting [ik'saitir)] adj [movie, idea, race] that 
makes one feel excited □ I think it's very excit¬ 
ing to be going away to India. □ an exciting new 
discovery. 

excl abbr of excluding. 

exclaim [ik'skleim] o vt to say <sthg> sudden¬ 
ly and in a loud voice when one is sur¬ 
prised, shocked, disappointed etc □ "That's 
ridiculous!" he exclaimed, o vi: She exclaimed at 
how much work there was to be done. 

exclamation point us, exclamation mark gb 
« a symbol (!) at the end of a sentence, 
phrase, or word that shows that it is an ex¬ 
clamation. 

exclude [ik'skluid] vt -1. to deliberately pre¬ 
vent <sb/sthg> from being part of some¬ 
thing □ Try to exclude all dairy products from 
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your diet. □ People under 16 are excluded from 
taking part. -2. [reason, option] not to consider 
<sthg> when one is trying to find a solu¬ 
tion, answer etc □ We cannot exclude the pos¬ 
sibility that they might change their minds. 

excluding [ik'sklu.-dirj] prep not including <sb/ 
sthg> □ There were ten of us in the bus, exclud¬ 
ing the driver. 

exclusion [ik'sklu:3n] n (fr0m a place, group] see 
exclude □ Complaints were received about the 
exclusion of stockholders from the meeting, m to 
the exclusion of all else a phrase used when 
somebody is involved in a particular activity 
to such an extent that there is no time for 
anything else □ He is obsessed with work to 
the exclusion of everything else. 

exclusion clause n a clause in a contract that 
states what is not covered by the terms of 
the contract. 

exclusive [ik'skluisiv] o adj -1. [club, hotel, dis¬ 
trict] that is only for people who are consid¬ 
ered socially acceptable or who have 
enough money □ They are staying in a rather 
exclusive hotel on the left bank. -2. [use, owner¬ 
ship, property] that is limited to one person or 
group of people and is not shared with any¬ 
body else □ Our company has exclusive rights 
on this publication. □ an offer exclusive to our 
readers. -3. [interview, news story] only cov¬ 
ered by one TV company, radio station, or 
newspaper □ Tonight we have exclusive cover¬ 
age of the game between Sweden and Italy, o n 
an exclusive news story □ The paper ran an ex¬ 
clusive on the latest talks. 

♦ exclusive of prep not including <sthg> □ 
The total comes to $515, exclusive of sales tax. 

exclusively [ik'skluisivli] adv only □ We deal 
exclusively with foreign clients. □ He works exclu¬ 
sively for our company. 

excommunicate beksks'mjuinakeit] vt to say 
publicly that <sb> is no longer a member of 
the Roman Catholic Church, 

excommunication bekskamjuina'keij'n] n: see 
excommunicate. 

excrement [’ekskramant] k human or animal 
waste passed from the bowels (formal use), 

excrete [ik'skriit] vt [feces, urine, sweat] to pass 
<waste matter> from the body, especially 
through the anus. 

excruciating [ik'skruijieitig] adj -1. [pain, ache] 
that is very intense and hurts a lot □ Sam 
was in excruciating pain. -2. [performance, experi¬ 
ence] that is extremely bad, distressing, or 
embarrassing □ "How was the concert?" — 
"Excruciating!" 

excursion [ik'sk3:rJh] n a short trip, especially 
one that is made for pleasure or relaxation, 
or as part of a vacation □ There are daily ex¬ 
cursions to nearby places of interest. 

excusable [ik'skjuizabl] adj [behavior, mistake, 
oversight] that can be forgiven □ It's perfectly 
excusable for him to be late this one time. 

excuse [« ik'skjuis, vb ik'skjuiz] o n a reason 
one gives for doing something wrong, espe¬ 
cially when asking to be forgiven □ / made an 
excuse and left early. □ Her excuse was (that) 

she'd been delayed in traffic. □ The only excuse I 
could think of was that I had been ill. □ I'm trying 
to think of an excuse not to go to the meeting, m 
that's/there's no excuse for sthg a phrase 
used to show that one disapproves of sthg □ 
That's no excuse for rudeness, 

o vt -1. [somebody's behavior] to make <sthg> 
seem less bad □ That does not excuse his 
absence/the fact that he was late! -2. [person] to 
forgive <sb> for something bad they have 
done a Please excuse me for not coming to the 
party. □ / can't excuse what you've done. -3. to 
excuse sb from sthg to give sb permission 
not to do sthg □ / was excused from attending 
the meeting. -4. would you excuse me? a 
phrase used to say politely that one is about 
to leave □ If you would excuse me for a mo¬ 
ment, I'll go and see to dinner, ■ to excuse one¬ 
self to say politely that one is about to leave 
□ She excused herself and went to talk to the 
other guests. -5. excuse me an expression 
used to attract somebody’s attention or to 
apologize for something one has done that 
might seem rude; US an expression used to 
show that one has not heard what some¬ 
body has said □ Excuse me! I think you've for¬ 
gotten something. □ Excuse me, could I squeeze 
past you? □ Oh, excuse me, I didn't see you. □ 
Excuse me? Did you say you were Canadian? 

ex-directory adj GB [phone number, person] that 
is not listed in the public telephone direc¬ 
tory □ My number's ex-directory. 

exec [ig'zek] tt abbr of executive. 

execrable ['eksikrabl] adj [performance, taste, 
cooking] that one thinks is very bad (formal 
use) □ The whole joke was in execrable taste. 

execute ['eksakjuit] vt -1. [prisoner, criminal] to 
kill <sb>, especially as a punishment for a 
crime □ The group has threatened to execute 
one of the hostages each day. -2. [plan, order, 
movement] to carry out <sthg> (formal use) □ 
That was a beautifully executed maneuver. 

execution [.ekss'kjuijn] n: see execute □ His ex¬ 
ecution is due to take place tomorrow morning. □ 
She was meticulous in her execution of her brief. 

executioner [,eks3'kju:Jnar] « a person whose 
job is to kill somebody as a punishment for 
a crime. 

executive [ig'zekjativ] o « -1. business a per¬ 
son who holds a senior position in a busi¬ 
ness and is responsible for making decisions, 
running a department etc □ company/ 
advertising executives. -2. [of an organization] 
the committee of an organization that has 
the power to make decisions and carry them 
out □ the Labour Party executive. -3. the execu¬ 
tive politics the part of the government of a 
country that is responsible for carrying out 
laws or decrees □ The three branches of gov¬ 
ernment in the USA are the legislative, the execu¬ 
tive, and the judiciary. 

o adj -1. [power, board, section] that is con¬ 
nected with making decisions and running 
an organization, especially a business □ in¬ 
volved in an executive capacity. -2. [chair, wash¬ 
room, desk] that is expensive or luxurious 
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and is intended for executives or people of a 
similar social position □ an executive car. 

executive director n a director who works in 
the running of a business or organization, 

executive toy n a small toy that is designed 
for executives and is supposed to help re¬ 
lieve stress. 

executor [ig'zekjats1] n a person who one 
names to carry out the instructions in one’s 
will after one’s death. 

^exemRlary [ig'zemptari] adj [behavior, employee] 

that is extremely good and an example to 
other people □ Jonathan's conduct throughout 
the trial was exemplary. 

exemplify [ig'zemplifai] (yt & yy exemplified) 
vt -1. [skill, belief, situation] to be a typical ex¬ 
ample of <sthg> □ / think this book exemplifies 
the kind of publication we can expect from a 
small firm. -2. [point, usage] to give an exam¬ 
ple of <sthg>. 

exempt [ig'zempt] o adj to be exempt to be 
freed from or not affected by a payment, 
rule etc □ Students are exempt from taxes/ 
military service, o vt to make <sb> exempt 
from something □ He was exempted from mili¬ 
tary service on health grounds. 

exemption [ig'zemptjn] tr. see exempt □ tax ex¬ 
emptions for married couples. 

exercise ['eksarsaiz] o « -l. [for part of the body] 

a set of movements that one does in order 
to keep a particular part of the body fit, or 
before playing a sport □ You need to do 
stomach/chest exercises. -2. [for general health] 

physical activities, e.g. walking or swim¬ 
ming, that one does to keep one’s body in 
good condition □ You must take more exercise. 
□ Twenty minutes' exercise a day is enough to 
keep most people in shape. -3. military a mili¬ 
tary operation that is part of training for 
war □ They're on exercises in Dartmouth at the 
moment. -4. education an activity that a stu¬ 
dent does, usually a piece of writing, in or¬ 
der to develop a skill, e.g. spelling, math, or 
a foreign language □ a book of grammar exer¬ 
cises. -5. the exercise of power/authority etc 
the act of using power/authority etc. 
o vt -1. [dog, horse] to make <an animal> 
take exercise □ Dogs need to be exercised regu¬ 
larly. -2. [shoulder, leg] to move <a part of the 
body> regularly and in a special way to 
make it stronger and fitter □ Try jogging to ex¬ 
ercise your leg muscles. -3. [power, authority] to 
use <sthg> (formal use) o Police officers were 
asked by community leaders to exercise restraint, 
o vi to get exercise □ Try to exercise regularly. 

exercise bike « a bicycle that is fixed on a 
base and used indoors, e.g. in a gym or in 
one’s home, for getting exercise, 

exercise book « -1. a notebook used by 
schoolchildren for doing their schoolwork 
in. -2. a book of exercises that are done as 
part of a written course, 

exert [ig'z3:rt] vf to use influence, pressure> 
etc to achieve a particular purpose □ He ex¬ 
erted all his charm in persuading her to agree to 
his plan, m to exert oneself to make a great ef¬ 
fort physically or mentally. 

exertion [ig'z3:rJn] n physical effort □ There's a 
lot of physical exertion involved in this job. □ After 
the morning's exertions I was exhausted. 

ex gratia [eks'grerja] adj an ex gratia payment 
a payment that is made as a favor, 

exhale [eks'heil] o vt [person] to breathe out 
<smoke, air> etc □ He exhaled a cloud of ciga¬ 
rette smoke, o vi [person] to breathe out □ 
Take a deep breath in, then exhale slowly. 

exhaust [ig'zoist] o « -1. the gases that are 
produced by an engine while it is being 
used □ exhaust fumes. -2. = exhaust pipe, o vt 
-1. [person] to make <sb> very tired □ That 
walk completely exhausted me! -2. [fuel, funds, 

patience] to use all of <sthg> so that there is 
none left □ We seem to have exhausted all pos¬ 
sibilities. 

exhausted [ig'zoistad] adj [person] who is very 
tired □ You look exhausted! What have you been 
doing? 

exhausting [ig'zoistirj] adj [day, job, trip] that is 
very tiring □ He's quite an exhausting person to 
talk to. 

exhaustion [ig'zorstjn] n extreme tiredness □ 
Two of the runners were taken to the hospital 
suffering from exhaustion. 

exhaustive [ig'zoistiv] adj [search, study] that 
covers all aspects of something □ This list is 
by no means exhaustive, but it should give you a 
general idea. 

exhaust pipe « a pipe attached to the bottom 
of a car, truck etc that carries gases away 
from the engine into the air. 

exhibit [ig'zibat] o n -1. art something that is 
put in an exhibition, museum, or art gallery 
for people to look at. -2. law something that 
is shown in court as a piece of evidence in a 
case, o vt -1. [emotion, tendency] to show 
<sthg> (formal use) □ Investors have so far not 
exhibited any signs of panic following the board's 
announcement. -2. art [painting, statue, collec¬ 
tion] to show <sthg> to the public, especially 
in an art gallery or museum, o vi [artist] to 
show one’s work in public, 

exhibition [.eksi'bijn] n -1. art an organized 
event where paintings, sculptures, prints etc 
are put in a public place, e.g. in a museum 
or art gallery, so that people can look at 
them □ / went to see a very interesting exhibition 
on or of women's photography. □ an art /a sculp¬ 
ture exhibition. -2. [of emotion, behavior] see ex¬ 
hibit. ■ to make an exhibition of oneself GB to 
act in a foolish and ridiculous way that oth¬ 
er people notice □ Did you have to make an ex¬ 
hibition of yourself in front of my friends? 

exhibitionist [.eksi'bifnast] n a person who 
likes attracting people’s attention in public, 
especially by wearing strange clothes or 
talking loudly. 

exhibitor [ig'zibat3r] n a person whose work 
is being shown at an exhibition, 

exhilarating [ig'zilareitir)] adj [experience, walk, 
sight] that makes one feel very happy and 
full of energy □ There's something quite exhila¬ 
rating about traveling at that speed. 

exhort [ig'zo:rt] vt to exhort sb to do sthg to 
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try hard to persuade sb to do sthg (formal 
use) □ General McVane exhorted the troops to 
fight on. 

exhume [eks'hju:m] vf to exhume sb's body to 
take sb’s dead body out of a grave. 

exile ['eksail] o n -1. a person who is forced, 
often for political reasons, to live in a coun¬ 
try that is not their own and is unable to re¬ 
turn home □ Harrison now lives in the Cayman 
Islands as a tax exile. -2. the state of living as 
an exile □ He lived for many years in exile. □ The 
disgraced leader was sent into exile, o vf to 
send <sb> away from a country as an exile 
□ He was exiled from/to France. 

exiled ['eksaild] adj [monarch, writer, leader] who 
is forced, often for political reasons, to live 
in a country that is not their own □ The ex¬ 
iled guerrilla leader arrived in Washington today. 

exist [ig'zist] vi to live or be present in the 
world as something real, rather than as 
something imaginary □ I'm sure he doesn't 
even know I exist. □ The law has existed for cen¬ 
turies. 

existence [ig'zistans] n -1. the state of existing 
□ They have been trying to prove the existence of 
a black hole. □ This kind of technology has been 
in existence for years. □ The law came into exist¬ 
ence in 1964. -2. a particular type of life □ 
They led a miserable existence. 

existentialism fiegzi'stenfalizm] n the belief 
that because there seems to be no meaning 
in the universe, people are free to act as 
they like and are therefore responsible for 
their own actions. 

existentialist [.egzi'stenfotast] o « a person 
who believes in existentialism, o adj: exis- 
ten tialis t philosoph y/writing. 

existing [ig'zistig] adj [system, structure, govern¬ 

ment] that exists now □ The existing guidelines 
are simply inadequate. 

exit ['eksat] o tt -1. a way out of a movie 
theater, store, subway etc □ Please leave the 
building by the nearest available exit. -2. the act 
of leaving a place □ / made a quick exit, o vi 
to go out of a place □ Exit, stage right. 
o vf: 'Exit the station to your right for the 
piazza.' 

exit poll « a process of asking people how 
they have voted in an election in order to 
be able to estimate what the result of the 
election will be. 

exit ramp « US a road for leaving a highway. 

exit visa n a visa that allows somebody to 
leave a country. 

exodus ['eksodss] n the departure of a large 
number of people from a region, country etc 
at the same time, e.g. for economic or politi¬ 
cal reasons □ the exodus of young people from 
rural areas □ a mass exodus. 

ex officio [eksa'fijiou] o adj a phrase used to 
show that somebody has a particular right 
because of their position □ an ex officio 
member/chairman, o adv: She acted ex officio. 

exonerate [ig'znnarert] vf to show or state of¬ 
ficially that <sb> is not to blame for some¬ 
thing □ She was exonerated from all blame. 

exorbitant [ig'zo^batant] adj [cost, price] much 
higher than is reasonable □ They were asking 
for an exorbitant sum of money. 

exorcism ['eks3:rsizm] n [of a ghost, spirit] see 
exorcize. 

exorcist ['ekso:rsast] n a person who exorcizes 
ghosts, spirits etc. 

exorcize, -ise ['ekso:rsaiz] vf to force <a ghost 
or spirit> out of somewhere or somebody 
by using special prayers and ceremonies □ 
By going back, he hoped to exorcize the memory 
of that terrible time. 

exotic [ig'zDtik] adj [fruit, smell, setting] that 
one finds unusual and exciting because it 
comes from or makes one think of a distant 
place. 

expand [ik'spaend] o vf to make <sthg> larger 
in size, number, or amount □ They've expand¬ 
ed their business to include two new offices, o 
vi [business, population, market] □ Our depart¬ 
ment has expanded enormously in the last three 
years. □ Metal expands as you heat it. 

♦ expand (up)on vf fus to expand (up)on sthg 
[on a subject, argument] to say more about 
sthg □ Would you care to expand on that? 

expanse [ik'spaens] tt a wide stretch of sky, 
sea, desert etc □ a vast expanse of sand. 

expansion [ik'spaenfn] tt: see expand □ We hope 
to press ahead with the expansion of our market¬ 
ing operation. 

expansion card tt a printed circuit board that 
is added to a computer to make it perform 
extra operations or make it more powerful, 

expansionism [ik'spaenfanizm] tt the policy or 
practice of expanding the economy, influ¬ 
ence, or land of a country (disapproving use), 

expansionist [ik'spaenfanast] adj [policy, tenden¬ 
cy] see expansionism. 

expansion slot tt a slot in a computer into 
which an expansion card is fitted, 

expansive [ik'spaensiv] adj [person] who is re¬ 
laxed and willing to talk a lot □ / found him, 
for once, in an expansive mood. 

expatriate [eks'paetrist] o n a person who 
lives or works in a foreign country □ British 
expatriates in the area are being flown home, o 
adj: the expatriate community. 

expect [ik'spekt] o vf -1. to think that <sthg> 
is going to happen □ When do you expect it to 
be ready? □ That's just the kind of thing I'd ex¬ 
pect him to do. □ Of course I'm angry, what do 
you expect? □ We expect to be there by 4 
o'clock. -2. to be expecting sb/sthg [letter, 

phone call] to be ready for sb/sthg because 
one thinks or knows that they are going to 
come □ Go straight through, Mr Jay is expecting 
you. □ We are expecting a delivery from India. 
-3. [loyalty, good manners] to consider it right 
or necessary to have <sthg> □ She expects a 
great deal of all her employees. ■ to expect sb 
to do sthg to feel that it is reasonable or 
necessary for sb to do sthg □ / expect you to 
be punctual at all times. -4. I expect a phrase 
used to introduce information that one 
thinks is probably true □ "Is Steve coming?" 
— "I expect so. " □ / expect (that) she's got stuck 
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in traffic. -5. to be expecting a baby to be 
pregnant □ My sister's expecting her first child, 
o vi to be expecting to be pregnant (informal 
use). 

expectancy [ik'spektansi] n —» life expectancy. 

expectant [ik'spektont] adj [person, crowd] that 
is waiting eagerly for something to happen 
□ An expectant hush fell over the auditorium. 

expectantly [ik'spektantli] adv [smile, listen] see 
expectant □ The audience waited expectantly for 
the concert to begin. 

expectant mother « a woman who is ex¬ 
pecting a baby. 

expectation [,ekspek'teifn] « -1. a hope that 
something will happen □ He has every expec¬ 
tation of getting the job. -2. a belief that some¬ 
thing will happen □ It is my expectation that 
the election will be in June. 

♦ expectations npl the belief that something 
good is going to happen □ He has very high 
expectations of his son. ■ to live up to sb's ex¬ 
pectations to be as good or successful as sb 
has expected □ The play didn't really live up to 
our expectations. ■ against or contrary to all ex¬ 
pectations in a way that is different to 
everything that was expected □ Contrary to all 
expectations, the UK team has won a place in the 
finals. 

expectorant [ik'spektarantj n a cough medi¬ 
cine that helps to remove phlegm from 
one’s lungs. 

expedient [ik'spiidjant] o adj [plan, measure] 
that is convenient or appropriate in a par¬ 
ticular situation, even if it is morally wrong, 
o n an expedient idea, plan, measure etc. 

expedite ['ekspadait] vt to make <sthg> hap¬ 
pen more quickly (formal use). 

expedition [.ekspa'dijn] n -1. a long trip that 
is organized for a specific purpose, e.g. to 
climb a mountain or explore a region □ 
They're going on a climbing expedition in the 
Himalayas. -2. the people who take part in an 
expedition. 

expeditionary force [.ekspa'difeneri-, gb -nan] 
« an army or part of an army that is sent to 
fight abroad. 

expel [ik'spel] (j?t & p>p> expelled, cont expelling) 
vf -1. [student, member] to make <sb> leave a 
school, organization etc because they have 
behaved badly □ She was expelled from school 
for smoking. -2. [diplomat, journalist] to force <a 
foreigner> to leave a country □ He was even¬ 
tually expelled from the capital. -3. [substance] to 
force <a gas or liquid> from a container, 
one’s body etc □ Wind is expelled through the 
mouth or anus. 

expend [ik'spend] vt [time, money, energy] to 
use up or spend <sthg> □ The army was reluc¬ 
tant to expend any more of its limited resources 
on defending the border posts. 

expendable [ik'spendabl] adj [person, resource, 
item] that is not thought to be essential and 
can be got rid of, fired etc □ Sophisticated 
computer systems have made pilots expendable, 
in theory at least. 

expenditure [ik'spenditf3r] « -1. the amount of 

money that is spent on services, food, 
wages etc □ government/public expenditure. -2. 
[of time, money, energy] see expend. 

expense [ik'spens] n the amount of money 
that is spent on something □ Our day-to-day 
expenses are not high. □ The new bridge was 
built at great public expense or at great expense 
to the public. ■ to go to great expense, to spare 
no expense to spend a lot of money in order 
to do something. ■ at the expense of sb/sthg 
in a way that causes sb/sthg to be affected 
badly □ He finished the book on time, but at the 
expense of his social life. □ She only succeeded 
at the expense of other people. ■ at sb's ex¬ 
pense [travel, entertain] using sb else’s money 
to pay; [make a joke, have fun] in a way that 
makes sb look foolish □ / arranged for you to 
be flown here at great personal expense. □ Sandy 
felt that everyone was having a laugh at her ex¬ 
pense. 

♦ expenses npl business the money that one 
spends on restaurants, taxis etc as part of 
one’s work, that is later paid back by the 
company, employer etc □ There's a special 
form for claiming back expenses. □ a trip to Paris 
with all expenses paid. ■ on expenses [travel, en¬ 
tertain] using the money of one’s company 
or employer to pay □ We can put this lunch on 
my expenses. 

expense account n an arrangement between 
an employer and employee in which any 
money spent by the employee for work pur¬ 
poses, e.g. for travel or entertaining clients, 
is paid back by the employer □ I'll put it on 
my expense account. □ an expense-account 
lunch. 

expensive [ik'spensiv] adj [meal, car, coat] that 
costs a lot of money □ She has very expensive 
tastes. 

experience [ik'spiarisns] o « -1. knowledge or 
skill that one has gained in life or in one’s 
job over a period of time □ It was difficult to 
find a job since I had no work experience. □ Do 
you have any experience of working in an office? 
□ Experience tells me that he'll be late. □ / know 
from my own experience how difficult it can be. □ 
It'll become easier with experience. □ 'No previ¬ 
ous experience necessary.’ -2. an event that 
happens to somebody and usually affects 
them in a particular way □ She told us about 
her wartime experiences in Italy. □ That must 
have been a memorable experience! 

o vt -1. [event, change, difficulty] to live 
through or be affected by <sthg> directly □ 
I've never experienced anything like this before. 
-2. [sadness, pain] to feel <sthg> □ You may 
experience slight dizziness. 

experienced [ik'spisrianst] adj [doctor, driver, 
worker] who has a lot of experience □ She's 
very experienced at or in teaching young children. 

experiment [ik'sperimant] o n -1. science a 
test that is done in order to see what hap¬ 
pens to somebody or something in particu¬ 
lar conditions □ The students carry out or do 
experiments on dead mice. -2. an act of put¬ 
ting a new idea or theory into practice to 
see how it works in the real world □ It was a 
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disastrous experiment in social engineering, o vi 
-1. science to carry out an experiment □ 
They've been experimenting with weightlessness. 
□ He's experimenting on the human brain. -2. to 
try something new to see what result it will 
produce or if it will work □ He started experi¬ 
menting with drugs when he was 7 7. 

experimental [ik.speri'mentl] adj -1. [method, 
test] that is connected with or used in an ex¬ 
periment □ He's an experimental psychologist. 
-2. [person, technique, music] that uses new 
methods, principles etc, especially when 
these are not yet completely accepted a her 
acclaimed and highly experimental production of 
"La Boheme." 

expert ['eksp3:rt] o « a person who has a very 
high level of skill or knowledge in a particu¬ 
lar activity or field □ a computer/gardening ex¬ 
pert □ an expert in or on computer-aided design, 
o adj [cook, technician, performer] who is an 
expert; [advice, knowledge] of an expert □ He's 
become very expert at spotting fakes. 

expertise [,eksp3:r'ti:z] n skill or knowledge in 
a particular activity or field □ managerial ex¬ 
pertise. 

expert system n computing a computer that 
gives advice and information and makes de¬ 
cisions in a way that is similar to that of the 
human mind. 

expiate ['ekspieit] vt [crime, sin] to show that 
one is sorry for <sthg> by doing something 
good (formal use). 

expiration [ekspa'reijn] n us see expire, 

expiration date n US the date after which a 
credit card, passport etc cannot be used, or 
food should not be eaten, 

expire [ik'spaia*] vi [credit card, contract, mem¬ 
bership] to become invalid at the end of a 
particular period of time □ My car insurance 
expires in March. 

expiry [ik'spaiari] « GB see expire □ These condi¬ 
tions cease to apply on expiry of the lease. 

expiry date « GB the date on which a mem¬ 
bership, credit card, license etc expires, 

explain [ik'splexn] o vt -1. [meaning, situation, 
story) to make <sthg> clear by giving infor¬ 
mation about it □ Could you explain to me how 
the device works? □ They explained what to do. □ 
The rules ought to be explained to people more 
clearly. -2. [one's behavior, absence, decision] to 
give a reason for <sthg> □ Could you explain 
why you were so late? ■ to explain oneself to 
give a reason for something one has done, 
especially something other people think is 
wrong □ He tried to explain himself but was 
shouted down. □ Come on then, explain yourself I 
o vi -1. to explain a meaning, situation etc □ 
She explained to me that the company had ex¬ 
panded too fast. -2. to explain one’s behavior, 
decision etc □ You've got some explaining to do. 

♦ explain away vt sep to explain sthg away [a 
mistake, one's behavior] to give a reason for 
sthg in order to make it seem less impor¬ 
tant, or to stop somebody from thinking 
one has done something wrong □ He tried to 
explain away the stains on the carpet. 

explanation [.ekspb'neijn] n -1. [for one's be¬ 

havior] something that explains an action, 

meaning, decision etc □ He gave no explana¬ 
tion as to why he was late. □ I'm sure there's a 
perfectly simple explanation for all this. □ Duncan 
pointed to the figures on the chart by way of ex¬ 
planation. -2. [of a process, machine] a descrip¬ 

tion that explains how something works or 

how to do something □ He gave a long and 
complicated explanation of the machine's func¬ 
tions. 

explanatory [us ik'splaenatoiri, GB -atari] adj 
[note, leaflet! that is intended to help one 

understand something □ There's a brief explan¬ 
atory passage at the beginning. 

expletive [ik'spliitiv] n a swearword (formal 
use). 

explicit [ik'splisat] adj -1. [permission, reason, or¬ 

der] that is completely clear and does not al¬ 

low any doubt □ / left explicit instructions not 
to tell them. □ Could you be more explicit about 
the purpose of the visit? -2. [scene, passage, de¬ 

scription] that gives all the details, especially 

about sex □ sexually explicit material. 

explode [ik'sploud] o vi -1. [bomb, building] to 

break up into tiny pieces with great force 

and a loud noise □ The airplane exploded on 
impact. -2. [person] to express feelings sud¬ 

denly and strongly □ He exploded with anger/ 
laughter, o vt -1. [bomb, mine] to make <sthg> 

explode. -2. [theory, idea] to prove <sthg> to 

be false □ The book explodes many myths about 
the Aztecs. 

exploit [n 'ekspbit, vb ik'spbit] o n something 
that somebody has done that is brave, inter¬ 
esting, or amusing □ Uncle Jack was only too 
willing to recount tales of his exploits as a young 
man. o vt -1. [person] to use and benefit from 
<sb> while giving them very little in return 
(disapproving use) □ / feel exploited. -2. [re¬ 

sources, area, idea] to use or develop <sthg> 
in order to make money □ Our competitors 
will, of course, try to exploit the situation. 

exploitation [,ekspbi'teijn] n: see exploit □ The 
company has been criticized for its exploitation of 
local workers. □ The exploitation of mineral de¬ 
posits is sure to boost the economy. 

exploration [.ekspla'reifn] tr. see explore □ the 
researchers' explorations into the possibility of 
isolating the gene □ space exploration. 

exploratory [US ik'splDratoiri, GB -atari] adj [ex¬ 

amination, discussion, operation] that is carried 
out in order to find out more about some¬ 
thing before further action is taken □ Explora¬ 
tory talks are likely to continue for some time. . 

explore [ik'spb:r] o vt -1. [country, area, city] to 
travel around <a place> that one does not 
know in order to find out about it □ We 
went exploring in the caves. -2. [possibility, theo¬ 

ry] to examine <an idea> in order to find out 
more about it □ We need to explore the 
matter/question further, o vi: Let's go exploring. 

explorer [ik'spb:rar] n a person who travels to 
places about which little is known in order 
to explore them. 

explosion [ik'splou3n] n -1. [of a bomb, building] 

see explode □ There were several explosions in 
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the Kensington area. -2. [of interest, crime] a 
sudden and large increase in the amount or 
degree of something □ There's been a huge ex¬ 
plosion in the demand for video games. -3. [of 

anger, violence] a sudden and powerful ex¬ 
pression of anger, violence, protest etc □ 
There was an explosion of incredulous laughter at 
his words. 

explosive [ik'splousiv] o adj -1. [material, sub¬ 

stance] that can cause an explosion □ Be care¬ 
ful, this stuff can be highly explosive. -2. [temper, 

personality] that can easily show strong anger 
□ Juan has a very explosive temper, so watch 
out. -3. [issue, situation] that is likely to have 
serious or dangerous effects □ The situation is 
highly explosive and could erupt into violence at 
any time, o n a substance or device that 
causes something to explode □ The bomb con¬ 
tains several tons of high explosive. □ Explosives 
experts were called to the scene. 

explosive device « a device that is designed 
to explode, e.g. a bomb or mine (formal use). 

exponent [ik'spounant] n -1. an exponent of 
sthg [of a theory, method] a person who sup¬ 
ports, practices, and praises sthg □ She's a 
great exponent of socialism. -2. [of a skill, activ¬ 

ity] a person who is good at sthg □ a superb 
exponent of Chopin/the sonnet. -2. math a num¬ 
ber written small and placed next to and 
above another to show how many times 
the other number must be multiplied by 
itself. 

exponential [.ekspa'nenfl] adj [increase, growth] 

that happens very rapidly (formal use) □ The 
growth in sales has been exponential. 

export [vb ik'spo:rt, n 'ekspo:rt] o vf -1. business 
to send <goods> to another country to be 
sold □ They export a lot of wine to Britain. 
-2. [idea, system] to take <sthg> to another 
country and try to encourage people to use 
it a Cricket could never be successfully exported 
to the rest of Europe. -3. computing to change 
<data, a Ele> etc so that one can use it with 
different software, o « a product or service 
that is sold by one country to another coun¬ 
try □ a ban on exports to/from the country. 
NOTE: Compare import. 

exportation [,ekspo:r'teiJn] n [of goods, a sys¬ 

tem] see export. 

exporter [ek'spo:rt3r] n a person or company 
that exports goods. 

export licence « in Britain, a license that 
somebody must get before they can sell cer¬ 
tain goods abroad. 

expose [ik'spouz] vt -1. to uncover <sthg that 
is usually not visible> □ The paint had peeled 
off, exposing the plaster underneath, m to be ex¬ 
posed to sthg [to heat, the wind, sun] to be un¬ 
covered and not protected against sthg; [to 

danger, disease] to experience sthg unpleas¬ 
ant □ She had been exposed to scenes of terrible 
poverty. ■ to expose oneself to show one’s 
sexual parts in a public place □ He was arrest¬ 
ed for exposing himself at a public swimming 
pool. -2. [person, scandal] to make known the 
truth about <sb/sthg immoral> □ He was 
finally exposed as a leading drug trafficker. 

-3. photography to allow light onto <film> 
when taking a photograph. 

expose [eks'pouzei] n a report, e.g. in a news¬ 
paper, that makes the truth about somebody 
or something known, especially if it is 
shocking and has been kept secret. 

exposed [ik'spouzd] adj [place, house] that has 
no protection from the weather; [position, de¬ 
fenses] without protection from danger, an 
attack etc □ We left ourselves exposed each 
time we moved forward against the other team. 

exposition bekspa'zijh] « -1. [of a subject, theo¬ 
ry] a detailed explanation or description of 
something (formal use) □ a brief exposition of 
the theory of quantum mechanics. -2. [of goods, 
art] a large public exhibition. 

exposure [ik'spou33r] n -1. exposure to sthg 
the state of being exposed to sthg, e.g. light, 
radiation, or danger □ Avoid exposure to sun¬ 
light. -2. medicine the harmful effects on the 
body of being exposed to the cold for a long 
time □ He died of exposure. -3. [of a secret] the 
act of showing the truth about a dishonest 
person, a crime, scandal etc □ He disappeared 
after the public exposure of his part in the crime. 
-4. photography the length of time that film 
is exposed to light; a length of film on 
which one photograph can be taken □ Set 
the exposure to 1/90 of a second. □ I've got six 
exposures left. □ the exposure time. -5. [in the 
media] publicity that is given in the media to 
somebody or something □ The book was given 
a lot of exposure in the media. 

exposure meter n an instrument on a cam¬ 
era that measures how strong the light is so 
that the correct setting can be chosen. 

expound [ik'spaund] (formal use) o vf to ex¬ 
plain cone’s theories, views> etc in detail 
□ Professor Medina expounded his thoughts on 
the benefits of genetic engineering, o vi to ex¬ 
pound on sthg to speak in detail about sthg 
□ She expounded at some length on her plans to 
change and improve the system. 

express [ik'spres] o adj -1. [letter, parcel] that is 
sent by a fast delivery service. -2. [service, 

bus] that is fast and does not have many 
stops. -3. [request, purpose] that is clearly and 
deliberately stated (formal use) □ It was her ex¬ 
press wish that the money should go to charity, 
o adv [send, deliver] using a fast service □ I’ll 
mail it to you express first thing in the morning, 
o tt an express (train) a train that travels 
very fast and does not stop very often, 
o vf -1. to make known <a drought, idea, 
opinion> etc by putting it into words □ I'd 
like to express my gratitude to you. □ These con¬ 
cepts are difficult to express in another language. 
□ Words cannot express how I feel. ■ to express 
oneself to put one’s thoughts, feelings, ideas 
etc into words □ Because of her poor German, 
she found it hard to express herself clearly. 
-2. math to show <a quantity, result> etc by 
using a symbol or formula □ In the diagram, 
figures are expressed as percentages. 

expression [ik'sprefn] tt -1. a word or phrase, 
especially one that is unusual or that is used 
more when speaking than when writing □ 
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What's the expression? "Better late than never"? 
-2. [of pain, surprise) the look on somebody’s 
face that shows a particular feeling □ She had 
a slightly bemused expression on her face. -3. [in 

a dancer, musician] the ability to express feel¬ 
ings through art □ She plays the piano with a 
lot of expression. -4. [of an idea, opinion) see ex¬ 
press □ There's little freedom of expression in 
the press there. □ The meeting ended with ex¬ 
pressions of hope and goodwill on all sides. 

Expressionism [ik'sprej'smzm] « an artistic 
and literary movement that is based on the 
belief that expressing emotions is more im¬ 
portant than describing the outside world in 
a realistic way. 

Expressionist [ik'sprejanist] o n an artist who 
practices Expressionism, o adj: an Expression¬ 
ist painting/film. 

expressionless [ik’spre/snlas] adj [voice, face] 

that does not show somebody’s feelings, 

expressive [ik'spresiv] adj [face, poem, quality] 

that expresses feelings, meanings etc clearly 
and well. 

expressly [ik'spresli] adv [tell, order] clearly and 
deliberately o / expressly asked for a room over¬ 
looking the lake. 

expressway [ik'spreswei] « US a very wide 
major road designed for long-distance travel 
at high speeds. 

expropriate [eks'prouprieit] vt to take away 

<sb’s property> for public use (formal use), 

expropriation [eks.proupri'eijn] «: see expropri¬ 
ate (formal use). 

expulsion [ik'spAlJn] tv. see expel □ There have 
been three expulsions for bad behavior already 
this semester. 

exquisite [ik'skwizit] adj -1. [painting, face, jew¬ 

elry] that is very beautiful, especially because 

it is so delicate, refined, or colorful □ the 
most exquisite Chinese porcelain. -2. [taste, be¬ 

havior] that is extremely sensitive and cannot 

be faulted □ He has exquisite taste in clothes. 
-3. [pleasure, pain] very great, 

exquisitely [ik'skwizitli] adv exquisitely beau¬ 
tiful/dressed etc beautiful/dressed etc in a 

very delicate refined way. 

ex-serviceman n GB a man who previously 

belonged to the armed forces, 

ex-servicewoman « GB a woman who previ¬ 

ously belonged to the armed forces, 

ext [telephone] abbr of extension, 

extant [ek'staent] adj [building, document, evi¬ 

dence] that still exists (formal use), 

extemporize, -ise [ik'stemparaiz] vi to give a 

speech, performance etc without doing any 

preparation for it in advance (formal use), 

extend [ik'stend] o vt -1. [building, area] to 

make <sthg> larger by adding something to 

it □ The Blooms have extended their garden ter¬ 
race. -2. [road, route] to make <sthg> longer 

in distance □ The freeway is to be extended as 
far as Baltimore. -3. [visit, visa] to make <sthg> 

last longer □ They extended the deadline to fit 
my schedule. -4. [control, rule, law] to make 

<sthg> include more than it did before so 

that it is more powerful □ They've extended 

the powers of the police. -5. [arm, leg] to 
stretch out <a part of one’s body> (formal 
use) □ He extended an arm to help her up. 
-6. [friendship, help, welcome] to offer <sthg> 
to somebody □ / would like to extend my thanks 
to all those involved. 

o vi -1. [road, railroad, runway] to reach a par¬ 
ticular point □ The expressway now extends to 
the northern suburbs. -2. [event, period, stay] to 
last until a particular time □ Meetings often 
extend into the evening. -3. to extend to sb/ 
sthg to include sb/sthg □ This restriction does 
not extend to club members. □ The regulations 
now extend to people living abroad. -4. to stick 
out from a surface or object □ The counter ex¬ 
tends two feet from the wall. 

extendable [ik'stendabl] adj -1. [contract, visa, 
permitl that can be made to last longer □ 
They've given me a six-month extendable visa. 
-2. [ladder, antenna] that can be made longer. 

extension [ik'stenfn] n -1. [of a building] an ex¬ 
tra part that has been added on to a build¬ 
ing □ They've built an extension onto the back of 
their house. -2. [of a visa, law] see extend □ He's 
asked for an extension on his permit/the deadline. 
□ the extension of government powers to include 
military affairs. -3. [at home] an additional tele¬ 
phone that has the same number as one’s 
main telephone; [at work] a telephone that is 
connected to the switchboard of a company, 
institution etc and that has its own number 
□ Can you put me through to extension 3295? □ 
"What's your extension?" — "It's 297. " -4. = ex¬ 
tension cord. -5. computing a short code, 
usually three letters, used after a computer 
filename to describe the format or purpose 
of the file. 

extension cord us, extension lead gb n a 
long electric cable that is connected to the 
cable of an electrical appliance so that it can 
be used further away from the socket. 

extensive [ik'stensiv] adj -1. [property, land] 
that covers a large area □ They own extensive 
areas of land near the state border. -2. [damage, 
effect] that affects many people or things □ 
They've made extensive changes to the program. 
-3. [coverage, knowledge, list] that is detailed 
and includes many different things □ We had 
extensive talks on possible ways of developing 
the idea. 

extensively [ik'stensivli] adv [cover, discuss, 
travel] see extensive □ I've borrowed extensively 
from her notes. 

extent [ik'stent] n -1. the area that something 
covers □ From the air you can see the full extent 
of the flood damage. □ Open the table out to its 
full extent. -2. the extent of sthg [of harm, diffi¬ 
culty, knowledge] how great sthg is □ It's hard 
to know the true extent of the problem. -3. to 
what extent... a phrase used when asking 
how far something is true □ To what extent is 
there a link between smoking and cancer? □ It is 
not yet clear to what extent they were involved in 
the scandal. ■ to the extent that... a phrase 
that introduces a statement that shows how 
true, good, bad etc something is □ The dis- 
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agreement has gotten worse, to the extent that 
they're no longer speaking to each other. 

♦ to a certain extent, to some extent adv 
in some ways but not completely □ / agree 
with you to a certain extent. □ To some extent, 
what he says is true, a / think the problem was to 
some extent their own fault. 

♦ to a large extent, to a great extent adv 
almost completely □ The work that's been 
done is to a large extent due to her. 

extenuating circumstances [ik'stenjueitir)-] 
tipi circumstances that make a crime, 
somebody’s bad behavior etc likely to be 
judged less severely □ There are extenuating 
circumstances that could operate in your favor. 

exterior [ik'stianaH o adj [wall, light, paintwork] 

that is on the outside of something, o n 
-1. the outside surface of a car, building etc 
□ The exterior of the house had been painted 
pink. -2. sb's confident/cold etc exterior sb’s 
confident/cold etc way of behaving, which 
usually hides their true feelings or character 
□ Beneath her smiling exterior she was tough, 
even ruthless. 

exterminate [ik'st3:rmineit] vt to kill all the 
members of <a group of people, animals, or 
insects> □ The entire species will be exterminat¬ 
ed unless the destruction of the rainforests is 
halted. 

extermination [ik,st3:rmi'neijn] n: see extermi¬ 
nate □ extermination camps. 

external [ik'st3:rnl] adj -1. [appearance] that 
shows the outside of something or some¬ 
body; [wound, bleeding, wall] that is on the 
outside of something □ The external part of the 
wall did not appear to have been damaged by the 
blast. -2. [pressure, influence, examiner] that 
comes from outside an object, group, or¬ 
ganization etc □ 'This medicine is for external 
use only.' □ External events had long ceased to 
influence them. -3. [affairs, politics, relations] 

connected with foreign countries □ the minis¬ 
ter in charge of external trade. 

♦ externals npl the appearance of a situation 
when it is seen from the outside. 

externally [ik'st3:rnali] adv [operate, exist, func¬ 

tion] on the outside of or separately from 
something □ Externally, it's in very good condi¬ 
tion. □ Your exam papers will be marked external¬ 

ly- 

extinct [ik'stirjkt] adj -1. [animal, species] that 
no longer exists □ The dodo became extinct in 
the 17th century. -2. [volcano] that is no longer 
likely to erupt. 

extinction [ik'stigkfn] n [of a species, animal] 

the state of being extinct □ The tiger is now 
threatened with extinction. 

extinguish [ik'stiggwif] vt (formal use) -1. [fire, 

cigarette, flame] to put out <sthg buming> □ 
Please extinguish all cigarettes before takeoff. 
-2. [memory, feeling] to destroy <sthg> □ 
When we saw his face, we knew all hope had 
finally to be extinguished. 

extinguisher [ik'stirigwif3r] « = fire extinguish¬ 
er. 

extn [telephone] abbr of extension. 

extol [ik'stoul] (pt & pp extolled, corn extolling) 
vt [person, excellence, benefits] to praise <sb/ 
sthg> greatly (formal use) □ Michael was busy 
extolling the virtues of private education. 

extort [ik sto:rt] vt to extort sthg from sb [mon¬ 

ey, information] to get sthg from sb by using 
force, threats etc. 

extortion [ik'sto:rfn] n the crime of extorting 
something from somebody □ He was charged 
with extortion. 

extortionate [ik'sto:rJnat] adj [price, rent, bill] 

that one thinks is too high □ The taxi ride cost 
an extortionate amount of money. 

extra ['ekstra] o adj [charge, cost] more than is 
usual or essential □ You'll need some extra 
cash/an extra suitcase. □ Take extra care when 
you cross, o n -1. something that is added to 
something else and is not a usual or essen¬ 
tial part of it □ The cocktail cabinet is an option¬ 
al extra. □ an all-in package tour with no hidden 
extras. -2. a person who has a very small 
part as an actor in a movie or TV program 
and does not usually have to speak, o adv 
-1. [pay, charge] in addition to the normal 
amount □ They made us pay extra because we 
were late. -2. extra long/special etc longer/ 
more special etc than usual □ I've been work¬ 
ing extra hard. 

extra- prefix -1. added to words to emphasize 
a particular quality □ extra-big □ extra-long o 
extra-special. -2. added to words to show that 
something happens outside something else □ 
extra-territorial □ extra-judicial. 

extract [« 'ekstraekt, vb ik'straskt] o « -1. a 
short piece that is taken from a book, poem, 
piece of music etc □ Here is an extract from the 
speech. -2. chemistry a concentrated form of 
a substance that has been removed from an¬ 
other substance using a special process □ 
malt extract, o vt -1. to take <sthg> out of 
something else with difficulty □ He had his 
wisdom teeth extracted. □ They tried to extract 
the spoon from behind the fridge. -2. [confession, 

information] to get <sthg> from somebody 
with difficulty □ / found it very difficult to ex¬ 
tract any information at all from her. -3. [coal, oil, 

juice] to remove <sthg> from plants, the 
ground etc using an industrial process □ Salt 
used to be extracted from these mines. 

extraction [ik'straekjn] n -1. the place where 
one’s family originally comes from □ a Pole 
of Rumanian extraction. -2. [of coal, a confession, 
tooth] see extract. 

extractor (fan) [ik'straekt3r-] n GB a device that 
removes air which is hot or unpleasant from 
a room or building. 

extracurricular fiekstraka'nkjata1)] adj educa¬ 
tion [activity] that does not form part of the 
school or college schedule. 

extradite [’ekstradait] vt to send <sb> from a 
foreign country to their home country to be 
tried for a crime □ The government has asked 
for the terrorists to be extradited to Europe. 

extradition [.ekstrs'difn] n: see extradite □ an 
extradition treaty/order. 

extramarital fiekstra'maerstl] adj [affair, sex] 
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that a married person has with somebody 
who is not their husband or wife. 

extramural [.ekstra'mjuaral] adj [course, studies] 

organized by a university or college either 
for people who are not full-time students or 
as an addition to students’ main studies. 

extraneous [ik'streinjas] adj [detail, matter, is¬ 

sue] that is not direcdy connected with 
what is being discussed, considered etc. 

extraordinary [us ik'stroirdnen, gb ik'stroidnri] 
adj -1. [person, beauty, success] that is very 
special or unusual o He had an extraordinary 
gift for music. -2. [behavior, remark, event] that 
one finds very strange or surprising □ What 
an extraordinary coincidencei -3. [meeting, ses¬ 

sion] that is not part of the regular schedule 
and is organized for a special purpose □ 
There will be an extraordinary meeting of share¬ 
holders tomorrow at 9:00am. 

extraordinary general meeting « a special 
meeting of shareholders in a particular com¬ 
pany to discuss an urgent and important 
matter. 

extrapolate [ik'straepaleit] o vt to extrapolate 
sthg from sthg [figure, fact] to calculate or 
guess sthg from sthg that one knows al¬ 
ready (formal use), o vi: These figures are ar¬ 
rived at by extrapolating from last year's sales. □ 
You cannot simply extrapolate from what you 
know of much smaller businesses. 

extrasensory perception [.ekstrasensari-] n an 
ability that some people are believed to 
have that allows them to know things with¬ 
out using their sense of sight, touch etc. 

extraterrestrial [.ekstrata'restrial] adj [being, 

life] that comes from somewhere outside the 
Earth. 

extra time tt GB sports a period of thirty min¬ 
utes that is added onto a soccer game at the 
end if the teams’ scores are equal and it is 
necessary for one team to win. 

extravagance [ik'straevagans] n -1. the act of 
spending too much money, especially on 
things that one cannot really afford and 
does not need □ One could certainly never ac¬ 
cuse him of extravagance. -2. something that 
one does not really need, but that one en¬ 
joys spending money on □ Expensive perfume 
is my one extravagance. 

extravagant [ik'straevagant] adj -1. [person] 

who spends too much money, especially on 
things that they cannot afford □ She's surpris¬ 
ingly extravagant with her money. -2. [en¬ 

tertainment, present, dinner] that involves 
spending a lot of money in a way that 
seems unnecessary □ He lives a life of extrava¬ 
gant luxury. □ The couple next door have very ex¬ 
travagant tastes. -3. [behavior, claim, expectation] 

that is extreme and seems unreasonable □ an 
extravagant display of affection. 

extravaganza [ik.straeva'gaenza] « an expensive 
and impressive public entertainment, e.g. a 
large fireworks display. 

extreme [ik'stri:m] o adj -1. [danger, caution, 

cold] that is very great □ There is extreme con¬ 
cern about the outcome of the talks. -2. [idea, 

policy, reaction] that goes beyond what is rea¬ 
sonable □ He has very extreme views on wom¬ 
en priests. □ We don't want to do anything 
extreme. -3. [point, edge, south] that is the fur¬ 
thest out or away from something □ in the 
extreme north of the country. 

o « the most exaggerated or unreasonable 
in a range of opinions, actions, behavior etc 
□ He goes from one extreme to the other. □ 
Well, you could go to the other extreme and say 
they should all be banned, m to extremes to an 
extreme point □ Yes, but do you have to take 
everything to such extremes? 

♦ in the extreme adv very □ That was tactless 
in the extreme. 

extremely [ik'striimli] adv extremely happy/ 
difficult etc very happy/difficult etc □ It was 
extremely kind of you to invite me here. 

extremism [ik'strhmizm] n extreme behavior, 
ideas, or opinions, especially in politics □ 
Some party members may be guilty of political ex¬ 
tremism. 

extremist [ik'striimsst] o n a person who has 
very extreme opinions □ Extremists protested 
outside as the funeral took place, o adj: extrem¬ 
ist left-wing groups. 

extremity [ik'stremati] (pi extremities) (formal 
use) n -1. a situation of extreme difficulty or 
suffering □ You can always, in extremity, call the 
police. -2. [of a country, region] the point of a 
place that is furthest from the center □ the 
northern extremity of the Carpathians. 

♦ extremities npl the parts of one’s body 
that are at the ends, especially one’s fingers 
and toes. 

extricate ['ekstrikeit] vt to free <sb/sthg> from 
a place or situation □ Firemen extricated him 
from the wreckage. □ / managed to extricate my¬ 
self from what was a very embarrassing situation. 

extrovert ['ekstr3v3:rt] n a person who enjoys 
being with other people and who is very ac¬ 
tive and lively □ She's a real extrovert, o adj 
[person] who is an extrovert; [behavior] that is 
typical of an extrovert □ an extrovert child. 

extruded [ik'strurdsd] adj [metal, plastic] that is 
produced in a particular shape by being 
forced through a small hole in a block of 
metal. 

exuberance [ig'zJuibamns] n exuberant behav¬ 
ior □ He could scarcely contain his exuberance. 

exuberant [ig'z-iurbarant] adj [person, mood, be¬ 

havior] very cheerful, lively, and excited □ 
She was in an exuberant mood. 

exude [ig'zknd] o vt -1. [substance, animal, 

plant] to produce <a smell or liquid> □ The 
stem exuded a strange gray liquid. -2. [person] to 
have a lot of <a quality> in a very notice¬ 
able way □ Melanie exudes confidence/charm, 
o vi [liquid, smell] An unpleasant odor exudes 
from its body. 

exult [ig'zAlt] vi to show great happiness, es¬ 
pecially because of somebody else’s defeat 
or failure □ She exulted in her victory. □ Hival 
fans exulted at the team's defeat. 

exultant [ig'zAltant] adj [smile, person, tone] 

that shows great happiness, especially be- 
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cause of somebody else’s defeat or failure □ 
She was exultant in her victory. 

eye [ai] (cont eyeing or eying) o n -1. one of 
the two parts of the body that people and 
animals use for seeing □ She has green/blue/ 
brown eyes. □ He opened his eyes wide in sur¬ 
prise. ■ before one's (very) eyes right in front 
of one □ It all happened right before my eyes! ■ 
in his/her etc eyes as far as he/she etc is con¬ 
cerned □ In his eyes, she can do no wrong. ■ to 
cast or run one's eye over sthg to have a 
quick look at sthg □ Could you cast an eye over 
this letter and tell me if it's OK? ■ to catch one's 
eye to attract one’s attention □ A red dress in 
the window caught my eye. ■ to catch sb's eye 
to do something in order to attract sb’s at¬ 
tention □ / tried unsuccessfully to catch the wait¬ 
er's eye. ■ to lay or set or clap eyes on sb to 
see sb (informal use) □ It was the first time I'd 
ever set eyes on him. ■ to cry one's eyes out to 
cry a lot because one is extremely upset (in¬ 
formal use). ■ to feast one's eyes on sthg to 
enjoy looking at sthg pleasant or attractive. 
■ to have an eye for sthg [for quality, detail, a 

bargain] to have the ability to find or notice 
sthg □ She has an eye for a bargain, I'll say that! 
b to have one's eye on sb to watch sb care¬ 
fully whenever possible because one is sus¬ 
picious of or interested in them a I've got my 
eye on you! ■ to have one's eye on sthg to be 
very interested in buying sthg □ We've got 
our eye on a place down near the harbor. • to 
keep one's eyes open, to keep an eye out to 
watch carefully □ Remember to keep your eyes 
open for a large blue van. m to keep an eye on 
sb/sthg to watch sb/sthg to make sure that 
they are safe or not causing any problems □ 
Can you keep an eye on my suitcase for a min¬ 
ute? a there is more to this than meets the 
eye this is more complicated, difficult etc 
than it seems. ■ to open sb's eyes to make 
sb realize something □ It opened his eyes to 
the difficulties of raising a family alone, m not to 
see eye to eye [two people] to disagree with 
each other □ / never saw eye to eye with Ray. ■ 
to close or shut one's eyes to sthg [to a danger, 

problem, the truth] to ignore sthg and pretend 
that it does not exist □ You can't just close 
your eyes to what's happening! ■ to turn a blind 
eye to pretend that one has not noticed 
something that would normally need pun¬ 
ishment or some kind of action □ / can't just 
turn a blind eye to what they're doing. ■ to be up 
to one's eyes in sthg to be very busy with 
sthg (informal use) □ I'm up to my eyes in work 
at the moment. -2. [of a needle] the small hole 
at the top of a needle where the thread 
goes. -3. [on a potato] a black spot on a pota¬ 
to. -4. the eye of a hurricane/storm etc the 
center of a hurricane/storm etc, where every¬ 
thing is calm. 

o vt to look at <sb/sthg> in a particular way 
□ The dog eyed the bone hungrily. □ She eyed 
him suspiciously. 

♦ eye up vf sep to eye sb up to look at sb in a 
way that shows one finds them attractive 
(informal use). 

eyeball [’aiboxl] o « the whole eye, both in¬ 

side and outside the head, o vt to look at 
<sb> directly (informal use), 

eyebrow faibrau] n the line of hair that one 
has over each eye. ■ to raise one's eyebrows 
to be surprised or shocked □ He didn't even 
raise an eyebrow when I told him. 

eyebrow pencil n a pencil that is used for 
making one’s eyebrows darker, 

eye-catching adj [car, dress, building] that at¬ 
tracts one’s attention, especially by being 
very impressive, beautiful etc □ He was wear¬ 
ing a very eye-catching outfit. 

eye contact n to make/avoid eye contact to 
look/avoid looking directly at somebody □ 
Try to maintain eye contact with each other at all 
times. 

eyedrops [’aidrops] npl medicine for treating 
eye infections that is put into the eye in the 
form of drops. 

eyeglasses [US 'aiglassiz, gb -gla:s-] npl us = 
glasses. 

eyelash ['ailaef] n one of the fine hairs that 
grow on one’s eyelids. 

eyelet ['ailat] n a small hole with a metal ring 
around it that is made in a piece of material 
so that a shoelace, piece of string, rope etc 
can be passed through it. 

eye-level adj [grill, picture, mirror] that is at the 
same height as one’s eyes □ The painting was 
hung just above eye-level. 

eyelid [‘ailid] « the skin that covers one’s eye 
when it is closed. ■ not to bat an eyelid to 
show no signs of surprise (informal use) □ He 
didn't even bat an eyelid when I told him about 
the robbery. 

eyeliner ['ailaina1) n a dark substance, often in 
the form of a pencil, that women put at the 
edge of their eyelids to make their eyes look 
larger and more attractive, 

eye-opener n an experience that teaches one 
something surprising or interesting (informal 
use) □ Working in a hospital proved to be a real 
eye-opener for me. 

eyepatch ['aipaetf] n a small piece of material 
that one wears over an eye that has been 
damaged, or is healing after an operation, 
injury etc. 

eye shadow n a powder or cream that one 
puts on one’s eyelids to make them a par¬ 
ticular color. 

eyesight ['aisait] n the ability to see □ / have 
very bad/good eyesight. 

eyesore ['aiso:r] n something, especially a 
building, that one thinks is very ugly and 
spoils the appearance of the things around it 
□ That new shopping mall is a real eyesore. 

eyestrain ['aistrein] n pain or tiredness of 
one’s eyes that is caused by too much work 
or reading. 

eyeteeth [’aitiiG] npl I'd give my eyeteeth for 
sthg/to do sthg I want very much to have 
sthg/to do sthg (informal use) □ I'd give my 
eyeteeth for a job like that. 

eyewitness [.ai'witnas] n a person who sees 
an accident or crime happen and is able to 
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give a description of it afterward □ an eye¬ 
witness account/report. 

eyrie ['iari] n the nest of a bird of prey such 
as an eagle that is built in a very high place 
and is difficult to reach. 

f [ef] {pi f's or fs), F [ef] (pi F's or Fs) n the 
sixth letter in the English alphabet. 

♦ F o« music one of the notes in Western 
music, o abbr of Fahrenheit. 

FA (abbr of Football Association) n the FA the 
organization in charge of professional and 
amateur soccer in England and Wales. 

FAA (abbr of Federal Aviation Administration) n 
the FAA the US government department re¬ 
sponsible for aircraft and airport safety, 

fable [’feibl] n a traditional story that teaches 
a moral lesson, especially one that has ani¬ 
mals as its characters. 

fabled ["feibldj adj [hero, character, victory) that 
is spoken about by many people or is in an 
old story and so has been well-known for a 
long time □ the fabled city of Atlantis. 

fabric [’faebrik] n -1. cloth that is produced by 
weaving threads of cotton, wool etc togeth¬ 
er o a luxurious silk fabric a a piece of fabric. 
-2. the fabric of a building the structure of a 
building including its walls, roof etc. -3. the 
fabric of society the basic structure of soci¬ 
ety, including its laws and institutions □ This 
new phenomenon threatens the very fabric of our 
society. 

fabricate [’faebrikeit] vt -1. [evidence, story] to 
invent <sthg> in order to deceive people □ 
There have been claims that the police fabricated 
the whole thing. -2. [object, structure] to make 
or construct <sthg>. 

fabrication [.faebri'keijn] n [of evidence, a story, 

object] see fabricate □ The story is (a) complete 
fabrication. 

fabric softener us, fabric conditioner gb n a 
special liquid that is added to the water that 
clothes are washed in to make them soft, 

fabulous ['fsebjalas] adj -1. [day, party, news] 

that one thinks is very good or enjoyable 
(informal use) □ That's a really fabulous dress. 
-2. [wealth, beauty] a word used to emphasize 
how great something is. -3. [beast, hero] that 
only exists in fables (literary use), 

fabulously ['faebjslash] adv fabulously rich/ 
successful etc very rich/successful etc. 

facade [fa'scud] n -1. architecture the front of 
a building □ a fine Renaissance facade. -2. lot a 

person, organization] an outward appearance 

that is false □ a facade of generosity □ Her con¬ 
fidence is all a facade. 

face [feis] o n -1. [of a person, animal] the front 
part of somebody’s head, where the eyes, 
nose, and mouth are □ She has a nice/friendly 
face. □ His face went bright red. □ / recognize his 
face. ■ face to face with sb facing sb □ There I 
was, face to face with him at last. ■ face to face 
with sthg [with a situation, problem] in a posi¬ 
tion where one cannot avoid dealing with 
sthg □ We came face to face with the same frus¬ 
trating lack of organization, m to fall flat on one's 
face to fall down and onto one’s front. ■ to 
look sb in the face to look at sb directly 
without feeling uncomfortable or embar¬ 
rassed □ How can I ever look him in the face 
again? * to say sthg to sb's face to say sthg 
directly to sb, rather than to somebody else 
n If you've got something on your mind, why 
can't you just say it to my face? ■ to show one's 
face to appear in public or in a particular 
place so that people can see one □ Don't 
show your face around here again! ■ it was star¬ 
ing me in the face the answer, reason etc 
was so obvious that at first I didn’t realize it 

□ All that time the answer had been staring me 
in the face. -2. sb's face the expression that 
somebody has on their face □ You should 
have seen his face! ■ to make or pull a face to 
make an expression with one’s face to show 
that one is angry or in order to be funny □ 
When I told Chris, he just pulled a face and 
walked off. ■ her/his face fell she/he looked 
suddenly disappointed □ Her face fell when I 
told her the trip had been canceled. -3. [of a cliff, 

mountain, building] the front surface of some¬ 
thing vertical □ They climbed up via the north 
face of the mountain. -4. [of a clock, watch] the 
front part of a clock or watch that shows 
the numbers □ a clock face. -5. the face of 
sthg [of society, technology, a town] the appear¬ 
ance or character of sthg □ ambitious plans 
that will change the face of politics/the capital for¬ 
ever. -6. phrases to disappear or vanish off the 
face of the earth [species, animal, person] to 
disappear completely □ He seems to have dis¬ 
appeared off the face of the earth. ■ to lose face 
to lose people’s respect □ / was afraid of losing 
face with my colleagues. ■ to save face to 
avoid losing people’s respect or one's good 
reputation □ In order to save face, both sides 
claimed to have made substantial gains in the 
treaty. ■ to fly in the face of sthg to seem to 
say that sthg is not correct or true □ His be¬ 
liefs fly in the face of traditional theories. 

o vt -1. to be turned or pointing in the di¬ 
rection of <sthg> □ She turned and faced them. 
□ Stand and face the wall. □ The house faces the 
river. -2. to face or be faced with sthg [with a 
problem, dilemma] to have to deal with sthg 
difficult; to be about to experience sthg un¬ 
pleasant □ You are now facing a very tough 
choice. □ Sanderson now faces two years in jail, 

m to face facts/the truth not to try to ignore 
or avoid the facts/the truth □ You've got to 
face facts: you didn't get the job, so you're stuck 
here for now. □ Let's face it, we've no hope of 
winning. -3. I can't face it I feel unable to do 
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it □ / can't face another omelet! □ He simply 
couldn't face going In to work that day. 
o vi to face north/south etc to point toward 
the direction of north/south etc. 

♦ in the face of prep [difficulty, opposition] de¬ 
spite <sthg> □ They remained optimistic in the 
face of defeat. 

♦ on the face of it adv judging by appear¬ 
ances □ On the face of it, it looks like a good 
idea. 

♦ face down/up adv [lie, float] with the front 
part of one’s body facing downward/ 
upward; [put, lay] with the front part of an 
object turned toward/away from the surface 
of the floor, a table etc □ The body was lying 
face down in the water. □ She put the watch face 
down on the table. 

♦ face up to vt fus to face up to sthg [a prob¬ 

lem, the truth] to have the courage to accept 
and deal with sthg □ It's time to face up to the 
fact that you're not getting any younger. 

facecloth ['feisktofl] n GB a small piece of cloth 
that one uses to wash one’s face, hands etc. 

face cream n a cream that one uses to make 
the skin on one’s face softer, or to protect it 
against the cold, wind etc. 

faceless ['feisbs] adj [person] who has no char¬ 
acter or personal identity □ soulless dance mu¬ 
sic played by faceless DJ's. 

face-lift n -1. a surgical operation to make the 
face look younger. -2. to give sthg a face-lift 
[place, building] to make sthg look more at¬ 
tractive, e.g. by cleaning or renovating it □ 
They've given City Hall a face-lift. 

face pack n a cream for improving the skin 
that one leaves on one’s face for several 
minutes and then removes, 

face powder n a powder that one puts on 
one’s face to make the skin look smooth, 

face-saving [-seivirj] adj [agreement, interven¬ 

tion, action] that allows one to keep one’s 
reputation and other people’s respect □ a 

face-saving compromise. 

facet f'faesit] n -1. [of a problem, issue, some¬ 

body's character] a particular aspect or part of 
something □ This anger is just one of the many 
facets of her complex personality. -2. [of a jewel, 

gem] one of the flat surfaces on something 
such as a diamond. 

facetious [fa'sujbs] adj [person] that tries to be 
funny at the wrong time or in the wrong 
situation □ This is no time for facetious remarks! 

face-to-face adj [meeting, discussion, talks] in 
which people meet and talk to each other 
directly. 

♦ face to face adv. She came face to face with 
her attacker. 

face value n the value of a coin, bill, or 
stamp as shown on the front of it. ■ to take 
sthg at face value to accept that sthg is true 
without questioning it □ / wouldn't take what 
he says at face value; he's probably bluffing. 

facial 1'feiJI] o adj [expression, muscle, hair] that 
is part of the face or is found on the face. 
on a beauty treatment in which the face is 
massaged and treated with special creams. 

facile [US ‘faesl, GB 'faesail] adj [remark, argument] 

that one thinks is too simple and has not 
been thought about deeply or carefully 
enough (disapproving use) □ The whole discus¬ 
sion seemed to me to be rather facile. 

facilitate [fa'sibteit] vf to make <sthg> easier 
(formal use) □ This will facilitate communication 
between departments. 

facility [fs'sibti] (pi facilities) n -1. to have a fa¬ 
cility for sthg to be able to do sthg well and 
easily □ She's always had a facility for languages. 
-2. [on a machine] something useful that is 
added to a piece of equipment or a service □ 
The phone has a call-indication facility. -3. = facil¬ 
ities □ a nuclear facility. 

♦ facilities npl buildings or equipment used 
for a particular activity □ washing/sports facil¬ 
ities. 

facing ['feisig] adj [page, side] opposite. 

facsimile (machine) [faek'simili-] n = fax (for¬ 
mal use). 

fact [faekt] « -1. [about a subject] a true piece of 
information about somebody or something 
o Several interesting facts have come to light. □ 
It's a fact that he earns more than me. □ / don't 
want to hear your opinions, just stick to the facts. 
□ The fact that you speak fluent Spanish should 
give you an advantage over the other candidates. 
-2. what is true or real □ How much of the sto¬ 
ry is based on fact, and how much is invented? 
-3. phrases the fact (of the matter) is,... a 
phrase used to emphasize the main point 
about a situation, especially when this is the 
opposite of what has been said or believed 
before □ The fact is, nobody cares what I do as 
long as I don't cause trouble. • the fact remains 
that... a phrase used to introduce something 
true but unpleasant that has to be accepted 
□ Even if the operation is successful, the fact re¬ 
mains that he may never walk again. • to know 
sthg for a fact to be absolutely sure about 
sthg □ / know for a fact that you were there. 

♦ in fact adv a phrase used to introduce a 
piece of information that is different, sur¬ 
prising, or more precise □ She doesn't enjoy 
teaching much, in fact, she hates it. 

fact-finding [-famdirj] adj a fact-finding tour/ 
trip a tour/trip that one does in order to find 
out information about something □ They've 
been sent on a fact-finding mission to Kenya. 

faction ['faekjn] n a group of people who are 
part of a larger group but who disagree with 
some of their ideas □ There were competing 
factions struggling for power in the university. 

factional ['faekfnsl] adj [dispute, fighting] that 
takes place between factions of the same 
group. 

fact of life n a situation that cannot be 
changed, even though one might not like it 
□ It’s an unpleasant fact of life, but everyone has 
to work for a living. 

♦ facts of life npl the facts of life the subject 
of sex and how babies are bom (polite use). 

factor [’faekt3r] « -1. one of the things that af¬ 
fect an event, decision, or situation □ High 
growth rates could be a major factor in the out¬ 
come of the election. -2. math a whole num- 
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ber that can be multiplied by another whole 
number to give a particular number □ 2 and 
3 are factors of 6. 

factory ['faektri] {pi factories) n a building 
where goods are made in large quantities 
using machines □ a shoe factory □ Our factory's 
closing down. 

factory farming n a method of farming in 
which large numbers of animals are kept in 
small cages and given special food and drugs 
to make them grow faster or produce more 
eggs or milk. 

factory ship n a large ship where fish can be 
cleaned and frozen or canned immediately 
after they are caught. 

factotum [fek'toutam] (pi factotums) « a serv¬ 
ant whose job is to do many different kinds 
of work (formal use) □ / was employed as 
housekeeper, nanny, and general factotum. 

fact sheet « GB a short document that lists 
the most important details of a subject, 

factual [‘fektjual] adj [account, report] that is 
based on facts and not on somebody’s opin¬ 
ions, ideas etc o My diary is not just a factual 
record of what happens every day. 

faculty ['faeklti] (pi faculties) « -1. [of a person] 
the ability to carry out a normal human 
function, e.g. to speak, hear, or walk □ the 
faculty of speech/sight. -2. [of a school, college] a 
group of related departments; the teachers 
who work there □ the Faculty of Arts/Science □ 
There is a meeting of the faculty today. 

FA Cup n the FA Cup in Britain, an important 
soccer competition, involving English and 
Welsh teams from different leagues, 

fad [fed] n something which is very fashion¬ 
able for a short time □ I'm hoping this dieting 
of Susan's is just a fad. 

faddy ['fedi] (compar faddier, superl faddiest) 
adj [person] who is too fussy, especially 
about food (informal and disapproving use), 

fade [feid] o vi -1. [color, material, piece of cloth¬ 

ing] to become paler □ The drapes faded the 
first time I washed them. -2. [light, daylight! to 
become gradually less bright □ / quietly sipped 
my drink as the last light faded. -3. [sound, noise] 

to become gradually quieter □ The music fad¬ 
ed into the distance. -4. [memory, feeling, inter¬ 

est] to become less strong □ Hopes are fading 
for the remaining victims. -5. [smile, expression] 

to disappear slowly □ The smile slowly faded 
from his face, o vt [jeans, drapes, paint] to 
make <sthg> paler. 

♦ fade away, fade out vi [sound, image, anger] 
to fade and then disappear, 

faded [’ferdsd] adj [color, material, piece of cloth¬ 
ing] that has faded, usually because it has 
been in sunlight or has been washed □ a pair 
of faded jeans. 

faeces npl gb = feces. 

fag [feg] n -l.T US a male homosexual (infor¬ 
mal and offensive use). -2. GB a cigarette (infor¬ 
mal use). 

fagotT ['faegat] n US a male homosexual (offen¬ 
sive use). 

Fahrenheit ['feranhart] n a scale for measuring 

temperature on which water freezes at 32 
degrees and boils at 212 degrees. 

fail [fed] o vt -1. to fail to do sthg not to do 
sthg, especially when one is expected to do 
it or is trying to do it □ / fail to see what this 
has to do with me. □ / failed to convince her that 
she was wrong, a The missing child failed to ar¬ 
rive home last night. -2. [test, exam] to be un¬ 
successful in <sthg> by not scoring enough 
points; [candidate] to give <sb> fewer points 
than they need to pass an exam or test □ 
Robbie failed the exam by eight points. □ The pro¬ 
fessor failed me again. -3. her courage/memory 
failed her her courage/memory was not 
there when she needed it. □ Halfway up the 
mountain his strength failed him. 

o vi -1. [person] to be unsuccessful when try¬ 
ing to do something □ / tried to fix the TV but 
failed. -2. [student, candidate] to be unsuccess¬ 
ful in a test or exam by not scoring enough 
points □ "How did you do in history?" — "/ 
failed." -3. [lights, engine] to stop working □ 
The brakes suddenly failed. -4. [health, daylight, 

memory] to become weaker □ His eyesight is 
failing. 

♦ without fail adv -1. a phrase used to say 
that something must happen □ / want it fin¬ 
ished by this evening without fail. -2. a phrase 
used to say that something is always the 
case □ She rings every day without fail. 

failed [feild] adj a failed singer/writer etc a per¬ 
son who has not been a successful singer/ 
writer etc. 

failing ['feilirj] o « a fault or weakness that 
somebody or something has □ She has few 
failings, but one of them is a tendency to be late, 
o prep failing that,... a phrase used to suggest 
something else, in case something just men¬ 
tioned is impossible □ The information can be 
found in our files or, failing that, in the main li¬ 
brary. 

fail-safe adj -1. a fail-safe device/mechanism 
etc a device/mechanism etc that prevents 
anything dangerous from happening if a ma¬ 
chine or system stops working or goes 
wrong. -2. a fail-safe plan a plan that is cer¬ 
tain to succeed. 

failure ['feiljad n -1. [in doing something] a lack 
of success □ The attempt at resolving the conflict 
ended in failure. -2. to be a failure to be unsuc¬ 
cessful a I'm a hopeless failure. □ The confer¬ 
ence was a complete failure. -3. failure to do 
sthg the act of not doing sthg □ / was sur¬ 
prised by her failure to attend the meeting. -4. [of 
lights, an engine] an occasion when some¬ 
thing stops working □ She died of liver/kidney 
failure. 

faint [feint] o vi to lose consciousness, usually 
because of shock, pain, heat, or hunger □ 
Several soldiers fainted while on parade, o adj 
-1. [sound, smell, shape] that is not clear or 
definite and is difficult to see, hear, smell etc 
□ The ink had faded, and the writing was very 
faint. -2. [smile, chance, hope] that is not 
strong at all □ Hopes of finding the missing boy 
grew fainter as the day progressed. □ / don't have 
the faintest idea what you're talking about! -3. to 
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feel faint to feel as if one is going to faint □ / 
suddenly felt faint, and had to sit down. 

faint-hearted [-'haitad] adj [person] who does 
not have enough courage or confidence. 

faintly ['feintli] adv -1. faintly absurd/ridiculous 
slightly absurd/ridiculous □ Looking back the 
whole thing seems faintly ridiculous. -2. [hear, re¬ 
call, smile] see faint □ The clothes smelled faintly 
of lavender. 

fair [fear] O adj -1. [treatment, description, per¬ 

son] that treats somebody correctly because 
everybody else is treated in the same way; 
[comment, criticism] that is reasonable for one 
to make □ It's not fair, he's got more than me! □ 
That's a fair point, o The rules are not fair on or 

to people on lower incomes. ■ to be fair,... a 
phrase used to show that one is taking an¬ 
other person’s point of view into account □ 
To be fair, he was under a lot of stress. -2. a fair 
amount/distance etc a fairly large amount/ 
distance etc □ We had a fair number of appli¬ 
cants. □ The house is a fair size. -3. [standard, 

guess] that is quite good □ They have a fair 
chance of winning. □ / have a fair idea of what 
they've been up to. -4. [hair, skin] light in color 
o She has a very fair complexion. -5. [weather, 

sky] clear, dry, and pleasant □ /\s long as the 
weather's fair tomorrow, we can go. 
o adv to play fair to act fairly, 
o n -1. a market where goods are bought 
and sold. -2. an exhibition where e.g. farm 
animals and hand-made goods are judged □ 
a state fair. -3. = funfair. -4. = trade fair. 

♦ fair enough adv a phrase used to show 
that one understands somebody’s opinion, 
decision, or wish, though perhaps one does 
not agree with it □ Well, fair enough, he did ask 
you beforehand. 

fair copy n a corrected copy of a piece of 
writing. 

fair game n a person or thing that it is ac¬ 
ceptable to criticize □ After such behavior he 
was fair game for the press. 

fairground ['fe3rgraund] n a place where a fair 
is being held. 

fair-haired [-'hea'dl adj [person] who has light- 
colored hair. 

fair-haired boy h us a man or boy who is 
liked better than anybody else by somebody 
in authority (informal and disapproving use), 

fairly [feorli] adv -1. fairly difficult/large/sure 
rather difficult/large/sure □ It was a fairly im¬ 
portant meeting, but I didn't mind being interrupt¬ 
ed. -2. [treat, describe, distribute] see fair □ We 
try to ensure that all clients are fairly treated. 

fair-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who 
makes fair decisions □ You have to admit, as a 
judge she's very fair-minded. 

fairness ['fearnas] n [of a person, comment] see 
fair. ■ in (all) fairness to sb a phrase used to 
introduce a statement that defends some¬ 
body from a criticism that they do not de¬ 
serve □ In all fairness to him, he did try to apolo¬ 
gize. 

fair play n behavior that is fair □ That's just not 
fair play — they didn't give us any warning. 

fairway ['feorwei] n an area of short grass on a 
golf course between a tee and a green, 

fairy ['feari] (pi fairies) n in children’s stories, a 
small person with wings who has magical 

powers. 

fairy lights npl GB small, colored, electric 
lights, usually used for decorating a Christ¬ 

mas tree. 

fairy tale n a story, usually for children, 
about fairies or other imaginary magical 

creatures. 

fait accompli [US ,feitakDm'pli:, GB .feita- 
'kDmpli:] (pi faits accomplis) n something that 
somebody has already done and that cannot 
be changed □ Why not present them with a fait 
accompli rather than asking their permission? 

faith [feiG] « -1. a belief that somebody or 
something can be trusted □ / have faith in her/ 
her ability/human nature. □ They're beginning to 
lose faith in the unions. ■ to do sthg in good 
faith to do sthg honestly and without trying 
to deceive somebody □ / sold this to you in 
good faith. -2. a particular religion; one’s be¬ 
lief in this □ the Christian faith □ He has a 
strong faith. 

faithful [’feiGfl] o adj -1. [friend, support, prom¬ 

ise] loyal □ The party remained faithful to its prin¬ 
ciples. -2. [copy, account, translation] accurate □ 
The movie adaptation is faithful to the book. 
-3. [husband, wife, partner] who does not have 
sex with anybody else □ Yes, he's always 
been faithful to me. o npl the faithful the peo¬ 
ple who believe in a particular religion, 

faithfully ['fei0fli] adv [support, promise] see 
faithful □ She promised me faithfully that she'd 
come. ■ Yours faithfully GB a phrase used at 
the end of a formal letter that begins with 
the phrase “Dear Sir” or “Dear Madam.” 

faith healer [-hi:lar] n a person who claims to 
be able to cure illness by prayer and reli¬ 
gious faith. 

faithless ['feiBlas] adj [person] who is not loyal 
or honest (formal use). 

fake [feik] o adj [copy, gun, jewelry] that is not 
genuine and is intended to deceive □ He is 
traveling on a fake passport. On -1. a fake 
copy of something □ This painting is a fake. 
-2. a person who pretends to be something 
that they are not (disapproving use) □ He's just 
a fake, o vt -1. to produce a fake copy of <a 
picture, document, signature> etc □ She 
faked his signature on the note. -2. to pretend 
to have <an illness, feeling> etc in order to 
deceive somebody □ He faked ignorance of the 
affair, o vi to pretend in order to deceive 
somebody □ Ignore him, he's just faking. 

falcon [US 'faelksn, GB 'fo:lk-] n a bird of prey 
that can be trained to hunt. 

Falkland Islands ['foikbnd]: the Falkland Is¬ 
lands a group of British islands in the South 
Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of Argentina. 
Argentina invaded them in 1982, but they 
were recaptured by British forces, size: 

12,173 sq kms. population: 2,000 (Falkland 
Islanders), capital: Stanley. 

Falklands ['foikbndz] = Falkland Islands. 
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fall [foil] (j?t fell, p>p fallen) o vi -1. [person, ob¬ 

ject] to drop to the ground □ She fell off the 
stool/out of the window. □ The plate fell to the 
ground with a smash, m to fall flat [joke] to fail 
to make people laugh with the result that 
the person telling the joke is embarrassed. 
-2. [snow, leaves] to drop from the sky □ The 
first drops of rain began to fall. -3. [demand, tem¬ 

perature] to decrease in amount or value □ 
Unemployment has fallen for the third month in a 
row. □ The pound has fallen against the dollar. 
-4. to fall ill/silent/pregnant to become ill/ 
silent/pregnant. ■ to fall asleep to begin 
sleeping □ / fell asleep on the sofa, m to fall in 
love to begin to love somebody □ They fell in 
love on vacation. ■ to fall open [book] to open □ 
The book fell open at the very page I was looking 
for. -5. to fall into a particular group/category 
to belong to a particular group/category □ 
Our customers fall into two groups. • to fall un¬ 
der a particular heading to belong under a 
particular heading □ The matter does not fall 
under our jurisdiction. -6. to fall to bits or pieces 
[car, book, chair] to gradually get broken so 
that pieces fall off it □ The old shed is falling to 
pieces. -7. [government, leader] to lose power 
□ The ruling party has fallen after 20 years in 
power. -8. [town, region] to be taken over by 
enemy forces □ Constantinople fell to the Turks. 
-9. GB [political constituency] to pass into the 
control of a different political party □ 
Hillhead has fallen to Labour. -10. [night, dark¬ 

ness, silence] to begin to be present □ A hush 
fell over the audience. -11. [light, shadow] to 
reach a particular place or object □ A shadow 
fell across the bay. -12. [soldier, fighter] to die 
in battle (literary use). 

On-1. [of a person, object] the act of falling 
to the ground □ She slipped and had a nasty 
fall. -2. [of snow, rocks] the act of falling from 
somewhere higher up □ There's been a big 
rock fall. -3. [of a government, leader] the act of 
losing power □ A defeat on this issue could re¬ 
sult in the fall of the Government. -4. [of a city, 
region] the act of being taken over by the en¬ 
emy □ the fall of Paris to the Allies. -5. [in unem¬ 
ployment, demand, temperature] a decrease □ 
the fall in the value of the pound. -6. US the sea¬ 
son between summer and winter □ New Eng¬ 
land is beautiful in the fall. 

♦ falls npl a waterfall. 

♦ fall apart vi -1. [car, book, chair] to break 
into smaller pieces, especially because it is 
old □ My copy of "Tom Sawyer" is so old it's 
starting to fall apart. -2. [country, organization, 
marriage! to become disorganized or stop 
working properly; [person] to become emo¬ 
tionally disturbed □ The social fabric of our 
country is gradually falling apart. □ He just fell 
apart when his wife left him. 

♦ fall away vi -1. [paint, plaster] to break off 
from the surface it was attached to. -2. [land, 
slope] to slope downward □ At this point the 
path falls away sharply down to the sea. 

♦ fall back vi -1. [person, crowd] to move 
backward away from somebody or some¬ 
thing □ The police fell back as the demonstrators 
advanced. -2. [person] to move more slowly 

than the other people in a group so that one 
walks behind them □ Danny fell back so that 
he could walk with Ruth. 

♦ fall back on vt fus to fall back on sb/sthg (a 
plan, resources, friends] to use sb/sthg because 
somebody or something else has not been 
good enough □ If John loses his job, he has 
nothing to fall back on. 

♦ fall behind vi -1. [in a race] to go more 
slowly than the other people so that one is 
left behind □ Can't you walk any faster? We 
don't want to fall behind. -2. [with the rent, one's 
work] to owe something to somebody be¬ 
cause one has not given it to them at the 
agreed times □ He fell behind with the pay¬ 
ments. 

♦ fall down vi -1. [person, building] to collapse; 
[picture, shelf] to drop to the ground □ He fell 
down and hurt himself. □ The sign's fallen down 
again. -2. [idea, plan, argument] to no longer 
work or be convincing because of a particu¬ 
lar weakness in it □ That's where your theory 
falls down. 

♦ fall for vt fus -1. to fall for sb/sthg [for a per¬ 
son, place, house] to fall in love with sb/sthg 
□ / fell for that dress as soon as I saw it. -2. to 
fall for sthg [for a trick, lie, story] to be de¬ 
ceived by sthg □ You didn't fall for that old ex¬ 
cuse, did you? 

♦ fall in vi -1. [roof, ceiling] to collapse. -2. 
[soldiers] to line up in a military formation 
for inspection. 

♦ fall in with vt fus to fall in with an idea/a 
suggestion etc to accept and act in agree¬ 
ment with an idea/a suggestion etc □ I'm 
happy to fall in with whatever you plan to do. 

♦ fall off vi -1. [branch, tile] to become separat¬ 
ed from the thing it was attached to □ Pieces 
of the plaster kept falling off. -2. [demand, num¬ 
bers] to decrease □ Interest in the bond market 
has fallen off recently. 

♦ fall on vt fus -1. to fall on sthg [eyes] to no¬ 
tice sthg □ By chance, her gaze fell on the letter. 
-2. to fall on sb/sthg [attackers, robbers] to at¬ 
tack sb/sthg □ The gang fell on him as he left 
the bar. 

♦ fall out vi -1. [hair, tooth] to become separat¬ 
ed from one’s body □ an old woman whose 
teeth had fallen out. -2. [friends] to quarrel a 
She's fallen out with her boyfriend. -3. [soldiers] 
to leave their positions in a formation. 

♦ fall over o vt fus to fall over sthg (over a 
step, object] to fall down after hitting sthg 
with one’s feet when walking □ / fell over his 
bag and twisted my ankle. ■ to be falling over 
oneself to do sthg to be very enthusiastic 
about doing sthg (informal use) □ All the men 
were falling over themselves to carry her bag¬ 
gage. <>vi [person, chair] to fall from an 
upright position to the ground o / fell over 
and hurt my knee. 

♦ fall through vi [plan, deal] not to happen or 
be carried out as expected □ My trip to the Ba¬ 
hamas fell through. 

♦ fall to vf fus to fall to sb to be the respon¬ 
sibility of sb □ It fell to me to tell her the news. 

fallacious [fs'leijas] adj [idea, theory, argument] 
that is based on a fallacy (formal use). 
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fallacy [’faelasi] (pi fallacies) n something a lot 
of people think is true, but which is not □ 
It's a fallacy that children learn languages more 
quickly than adults. 

fallen ['foibn] past participle of fall, 

fall guy n a person who is blamed for some¬ 
thing bad that has happened, even though it 
is not their fault (informal use) □ I'm just being 
used as the fall guy in this. 

fallible ['faebbl] adj [person, method, plan] that is 
not perfect and can be wrong or make mis¬ 
takes □ This just proves that everybody is fallible. 

falling ['foilirj] adj falling demand/unemploy¬ 
ment etc decreasing demand/unemployment 
etc □ Falling prices have led to an increase in 
consumer spending. 

fallopian tube [fa.loupian-] n one of two tubes 
in a woman’s body through which eggs pass 
from the ovaries to the uterus, 

fallout ['foilaotj « radioactive dust that is the 
result of a nuclear explosion, 

fallout shelter n a shelter designed to protect 
people from fallout. 

fallow ['faelou] adj [land, field] that has been 
dug or plowed but left with nothing planted 
in it, in order to improve the soil quality □ 
The land lay fallow for a year. 

false [foils] adj -1. [statement] that is not true; 
[impression, idea, assumption] that is based on 
a belief or on information that is wrong □ 
Wearing a helmet can give you a false sense of 
security. -2. [eyelash, beard, nail] that is not 
real but is worn to look like something real. 
■ a false ceiling a ceiling that has been built 
below the actual ceiling □ The suitcase had a 
false bottom. -3. [passport, name] that is not 
genuine and is intended to deceive some¬ 
body □ They were traveling under a false name. 
-4. [smile, modesty] that is not sincere and is 
intended to deceive somebody □ There was a 
false note in his voice. -5. [person] who pre¬ 
tends to care but does not really care □ / find 
her really false, actually. 

false alarm n a situation in which somebody 
believes there is an emergency when there 
is not □ It's OK, it was only a false alarm. 

falsehood ['foilshud] n -1. a lie (formal use). 
-2. the fact of being a lie or not being true, 

falsely ['foilsli] adv -1. [state, imprison] incor¬ 
rectly or for reasons that are not just and 
right □ He was falsely accused of the murder. 
-2. [smile, laugh] in a way that is not sincere, 

false start n -1. sport a situation where one 
contestant, horse etc starts a race before the 
signal is given. -2. a failed attempt to start 
something □ After a few false starts the project 
finally got under way. 

false teeth npl artificial teeth worn by people 
who have lost all their own teeth, 

falsetto [foil'setou] (pt falsettos) o adv [sing, 
speak] with a very high-pitched voice, higher 
than one’s normal voice, o « a man who 
sings falsetto. 

falsify ['foilsifai] (pt & pp falsified) vf [docu¬ 

ment, accounts, evidence] to change <sthg> 

with the intention of deceiving somebody □ 
The entries in the diary had been falsified. 

Falstaff [US ’foilstaef, GB -staif] a character in 
Shakespeare’s plays Henry IV and The Merry 
Wives of Windsor. He is fat, greedy, dishon¬ 
est, and drinks too much, but is also funny 

and lovable. 

falter ['fo:ltar] vi -1. [person, animal] to move 
unsteadily and seem about to fall □ The 
wounded deer faltered, staggered, and finally fell. 
-2. [voice] to become weak and hesitant □ His 
voice faltered and he fell silent for a moment. 
-3. [interest, demand] to lose strength, energy 
etc and seem about to stop or decrease; [per¬ 

son] to become unsure what to do □ Through¬ 
out those years, her courage never faltered. □ He 
did what he thought was right without faltering. 

faltering ['foiltarir)] adj a faltering step/attempt 
etc an unsure and hesitant step/attempt etc 
□ Malcolm read from the letter in a low, faltering 
voice. 

fame [feim] n the state of being famous □ He 
left for Hollywood in search of fame and fortune. 

familiar [fa'miljaT adj -1. [face, surroundings, 

sight] that one knows well or recognizes □ 
Our brand names are familiar to millions of con¬ 
sumers. -2. to be familiar with sthg [with a 

book, the law] to know or understand sthg 
well □ She's familiar with the situation/type of 
work. ■ to be on familiar terms with sb to 
know sb well enough to behave informally 
with them □ I'm hardly on familiar terms with 
them — why don't YOU ask? -3. [tone, manner, 

person] that one thinks is too friendly (disap¬ 
proving use). 

familiarity [fa.mili'airati] n: see familiar □ / found 
his sudden familiarity alarming. ■ familiarity 
breeds contempt a phrase used to say that 
people often lose respect for people, places, 
or things that they know very well, 

familiarize, -ise [fa'miljaraiz] vt to familiarize 
oneself with sthg to learn or find out about 
sthg. ■ to familiarize sb with sthg to tell sb 
about sthg so that they know more about it 
□ You'd probably like to familiarize yourself with 
the layout of the building first. 

family ['faemli] (pi families) o n -1. [of people] a 
group of people who are related by birth or 
marriage □ a family of four □ How is your fami¬ 
ly? □ Have you got any family? □ She is bringing 
up a family on her own. □ Heart disease runs in 
the family. -2. biology a group of animals or 
plants that are classified together because 
they have similar characteristics □ the cat 
family, o comp family entertainment/viewing 
etc entertainment/viewing etc that is de¬ 
signed or suitable for both parents and chil¬ 
dren □ His latest movie makes good family view¬ 
ing. □ a family house/car □ a family-size packet of 
cornflakes. 

family business n a business owned and run 
by members of the same family. 

family credit n in Britain, an allowance paid 
by the state to families who do not have 
enough money to live on. 

family doctor n a doctor who treats all com- 
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mon illnesses and deals with people who 
live in a particular area. 

family life w life at home with one’s family □ 
She doesn't get much time for family life. 

family planning n the use of contraception to 
control the number of children bom in a 
family □ a family planning clinic. 

family practitioner n us a doctor who pro¬ 
vides general medical care and does not spe¬ 
cialize in one area of medicine. 

family tree n a diagram showing several gen¬ 
erations of a family and the way its mem¬ 
bers are related. 

famine ['teemin] « a serious shortage of food 
in a large area, usually resulting in many 
deaths □ There is widespread famine in the 
country areas. 

famished [’faemi/t] adj to be famished to be 
very hungry (informal use). 

famous f'feimas] adj [person, place, painting] 

that is very well known □ The region is fa¬ 
mous for its wine. 

famously f'feimasli] adv to get along or on fa¬ 
mously to get on very well (informal use). 

fan [faen] (pt & pp fanned, cont fanning) o n 
-1. a flat piece of paper, cloth etc that one 
holds in one’s hand and waves near one’s 
face in order to cool oneself. -2. an electrical 
device with blades that spin around to blow 
air in a particular direction □ an electric/a ceil¬ 
ing fan. -3. [of a sport, team! a very enthusias¬ 
tic follower or supporter of a sport, type of 
music, particular performer, program etc □ a 
football/rock fan. 

o vt -1. to cool <sb> with a fan, or some¬ 
thing like a fan □ She fanned herself with a 
newspaper. -2. [blaze, flames] to wave some¬ 
thing like a fan at <a fire> to make it bum 
more strongly □ He fanned the fire to stop it 
from going out. -3. [somebody's love, desire] to 
make <a feeling> stronger □ The fact that she 
avoided him simply fanned his passion for her. 

♦ fan out vi [people, searchers] to spread out 
while moving forward, usually when look¬ 
ing for something □ / suggest we fan out and 
search the woods. 

fanatic [fa'naetik] n -1. a person who has ex¬ 
treme religious or political views (disapprov¬ 
ing use). -2. a person who is very enthusias¬ 
tic about a particular activity or subject □ a 
football/health fanatic. 

fanatical [fs'naetikl] adj -1. [supporter, belief, de¬ 

votion] very loyal and enthusiastic □ She's a 
fanatical believer in the power of crystals. 
-2. [regime, leader, sect] that has extreme 
ideas or beliefs (disapproving use) □ a fanatical 
group of right-wing extremists. 

fanaticism [fa'naetisizm] n fanatical ideas or 
beliefs. 

fan belt n a continuous belt that turns a fan 
to cool the engine of a car, truck etc. 

fanciful ['faensifl] adj -1. [idea, explanation] that 
does not seem true, real, or possible □ Don't 
you think this all sounds a little fanciful? 
-2. [design, name] that is unusual and attracts 

attention □ a fanciful design on the side of his 
car. 

fan club n a club formed by or for the fans of 
a particular celebrity, sports team etc. 

fancy ['faensi] (compar fancier, super! fanciest, pi 
fancies, pt & pp fancied) o vt (informal use) 
-!• GB [something to eat, drink] to want <sthg> 
□ Do you fancy a piece of cake? □ / fancy going 
out tonight. -2. GB [man, woman] to be sexually 
attracted to <sb> □ She told her schoolfriends 
she didn't fancy him. ■ to fancy oneself to have 
a high opinion of oneself (disapproving use) □ 
That guy over there really fancies himself. ■ to 
fancy oneself as sthg to think that one is 
sthg or could be sthg that one is not □ She 
fancies herself as an artist. -3. a word used to 
show that one is surprised by something □ 
Fancy meeting you here! □ "And I never saw 
him." — "Fancy that I" 
On -1. to take a fancy to sb/sthg to begin to 
desire sb/sthg (informal use) □ Robert's taken a 
fancy to your younger sister, m to take or catch 
sb's fancy to attract sb (informal use) □ The 
dress took her fancy so she went in and bought 
it. ■ a passing fancy a liking or desire for 
somebody or something that lasts for a 
short time. -2. a fantasy □ a childish fancy. 
o adj (informal use) -1. [food, clothes, price] 
more expensive, colorful, or elaborate than 
usual □ I've just prepared a few things for dinner 
— you know, nothing fancy. -2. [restaurant, hotel] 
expensive and luxurious □ his taste for fancy 
cars. 

fancy dress n GB a special costume, usually 
worn at a party, that makes somebody look 
like a person, animal etc that is well-known, 
amusing, unusual etc, e.g. a pirate or a goril¬ 
la □ You have to come in fancy dress, a a fancy- 
dress party. 

fancy goods npl GB small items in a shop 
that are used as gifts or kept as ornaments. 

fanfare ['faenfear] n a short loud piece of mu¬ 
sic, usually played on trumpets at the begin¬ 
ning of an important event or when an im¬ 
portant person arrives. 

fang [faeg] tt one of the long sharp teeth of a 
wolf, snake, vampire etc. 

fan heater « an electrical device that uses a 
fan to blow hot air into a room. 

fanlight f'faenlait] n a small window in the 
shape of a half circle above a door or larger 
window. 

fan mail n letters sent to a famous person by 
their fans. 

fanny ['faeni] n US one’s bottom (informal use). 

fanny pack n US a small bag that is attached 
to the waist by a belt and used to carry per¬ 
sonal belongings, especially money. 

fantasize, -ise ['faentasaiz] vi to think or talk 
about something very pleasant that is un¬ 
likely to happen □ He fantasized about going to 
live in the country. 

fantastic [faen'taestik] adj -1. [person, movie, 
idea] very good □ t/l/e had a fantastic time in 
Europe this summer. -2. [number, amount, profit] 
that seems very large □ They're paying him a 
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fantastic salary. -3. [story, plan] unbelievable □ 
fantastic tales of aliens and spaceships. 

fantastically [faen'taestikli] adv -1. fantastically 
expensive/high etc very expensive/high etc. 
-2. [colored, designed, decorated] in a very 
strange and unusual way. 

fantasy ['faentssi] (pi fantasies) n -1. an event, 
activity, or situation which one thinks about, 
especially because one wants it to happen, 
but which will never happen □ a childhood/ 
sexual fantasy □ My fantasy is to captain a foot¬ 
ball team. -2. something that does not exist 
and is only part of somebody’s imagination 
□ It is difficult to separate fact from fantasy in this 
report. □ He lives in a fantasy world. 

fanzine ['frenzim] n a magazine for fans of a 
particular type of music, sport etc. 

fao abbr of for the attention of. 

FAO (abbr of Food and Agriculture Organiza¬ 
tion) n the FAO the UN department respon¬ 
sible for improving food production and 
combating hunger, especially in developing 
countries. 

far [fa:r] (compar farther or further, superl far¬ 
thest or furthest) o adv -1. to go/travel far to 
go/travel a long way (used mainly in ques¬ 
tions and negative sentences). ■ it's not far 
it's not a long distance from here □ It's too 
far to walk. □ The house is down a sidestreet, not 
far from the main road. □ How much further is it? 
□ How far away do you live? ■ I would go so far 
as to say I enjoyed it this will sound surpris¬ 
ing, but I enjoyed it □ / wouldn't go so far as 
to say I actually like him... ■ to go too far to be¬ 
have in a way that is not reasonable and 
that upsets or annoys other people □ Now 
you've gone too far this time! -2. [in the past, fu¬ 

ture] a long time in the past or future □ We 
worked far into the night. □ This story takes us far 
back in time. -3. far better very much better 
(used with comparatives) □ The room looks far 
brighter now. □ / enjoyed it far more than I 
thought I would. □ It's far too late to go out. 
-4. used to show extent or degree □ / 
wouldn't trust him very far. □ How far have you 
gotten with your work? ■ it's not far wrong or 

off or out it’s very nearly correct □ "26?" — 
"You're not far off, he's 29." 
o adj -1. the far side of the road the side of 
the road that is the greater distance away 
from where one is □ It's the door on the far 
left, at the end of the corridor. -2. the far right/ 
left the most right-wing/left-wing supporters 
of a political party. -3. [country, mountains] 
distant (literary use). 

♦ as far as o prep we walked as far as the riv¬ 
er we walked to the river (but not farther). 
o conj -1. as far as I can remember this is 
what I remember (but I am not totally cer¬ 
tain) □ As far as I can recall, he had brown hair 
and blue eyes. -2. as far as possible as much 
as possible □ We'll try to help you as far as we 
can. -3. as far as it goes only to a limited ex¬ 
tent □ This kind of thing is alright as far as it 
goes, but it soon gets pretty boring. 

♦ as far back as o prep this was known as far 
back as 1880 this has been known since 

1880, which is a long time ago. o conj for as 
long in the past as □ There's been a shop here 
as far back as I can remember. 

♦ by far, far and away adv it is by far the big¬ 
gest it is the biggest by a great amount 
(used with comparatives and superlatives) □ 
She's far and away the best player in the team. 

♦ far and wide, far and near adv people 
came from far and wide people came from 
many places, some of them a long way 
away □ They searched far and wide for a similar 
lamp, but could never find one. 

♦ far away, far off adv a long way away in 
place or time □ Summer isn’t far off now. 

♦ far from prep I am far from certain I am not 
at all certain □ "Was she angry?" — "Far from 
it, she thought it was a good idea." 

♦ so far adv -1. [walk, go] only a little dis¬ 
tance; [believe, agree] only to a limited extent 
□ We'll go so far and then turn back. □ You can 
only trust him so far. • so far so good things 
have been going well up to now, but this 
may not continue □ "How are things going?" 
— "So far so good, but you never know, do 
you?" -2. until now □ So far we've had twenty 
applications for the job. 

♦ so far as conj = as far as. 
faraway [.faira'wei] adj -1. a faraway country/ 

land etc a country/land etc that is a long dis¬ 
tance away □ They heard the faraway sound of 
gunfire. -2. a faraway look a look on one’s 
face that shows one is thinking about some¬ 
thing that is not connected to where one is 
or what is happening □ She had that faraway 
look in her eyes that tells you you're wasting your 
time. 

farce [fa:rs] n -1. theater a comic play in 
which the characters get into ridiculous 
situations; this style of drama. -2. an event 
that should be serious or useful but that be¬ 
comes ridiculous or useless, e.g. because it is 
not organized or carried out properly □ The 
whole thing was a complete farce. 

farcical ['fa;rsikl] adj [episode, situation] that is 
ridiculous □ It's farcical the way his ex-wife car¬ 
ries on. 

fare [fear] o n -1. the money one pays to trav¬ 
el by bus, taxi, airplane, boat, train etc for 
one trip □ How much is the air fare? □ They 
charge very high fares, o Bus/train fares are due 
to go up. -2. food (formal use) □ farm fare, o vi 
to fare well/badly to be successful/unsuc¬ 
cessful; to be treated well/badly □ Our busi¬ 
ness has fared well despite the recession. 

Far East: the Far East the countries of eastern 
Asia, including China and Japan. 

farewell [,fe3r'wel] o n the act or process of 
saying goodbye to somebody □ He said his 
farewells and left. □ a farewell party/speech/ 
dinner, o excl a word that is used to say 
goodbye (literary use). 

farfetched [,fa:r'fetjt] adj [idea, suggestion, sto¬ 
ry] that is difficult to believe because it 
seems very unlikely or unrealistic □ I found 
the ending very farfetched. 

far-flung adj -1. [outpost, country] that is a long 
distance away from the center of an empire, 
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°rganization etc □ He's always flying off to far- 
flung places. -2. [empire, network! that includes 
a lot of different places that are far-flung. 

farm [fa:rm] o n an area of land and buildings 
where animals are kept to be sold as food 
or crops are grown □ They live on a farm. □ 
fresh farm produce □ farm animals, o vt to use 
<an area of land> for keeping animals to be 
sold as food or for growing crops □ He farms 
1,000 acres in Alberta, o vi: His family has been 
farming for generations. 

♦ farm out vt sep to farm work out to send 
work to different people to do. 

farmer ['fa:rm3r] n a person who owns a farm 
or who organizes the work done on the 
farm. 

Farmer ['fa:rmar], Fannie (1857-1915) a US 
cookery expert and writer whose cookbooks 
were the first to use exact measurements in 
recipes. 

farmhand [’fa:rmhaend] « a person who is em¬ 
ployed to do general work on a farm. 

farmhouse ['fa:rmhaus, pi -hauziz] n the house 
on a farm where the farmer lives. 

farming [‘fa:rmig] n the activity of keeping 
animals to be sold as food or growing crops 
□ sheep/pig/cattle farming. 

farmland ['fa:rmlsend] n land that is used for 
farming □ It's a waste of good farmland. 

farmstead ['fa:rmsted] n US a farm. 

farmyard ['fa:rmja:rd] n the area near farm 
buildings or a farmhouse. 

far-off adj -1. [event, time] that happened long 
ago or will happen a long time in the future 
□ It's still only a far-off possibility. -2. [country, 

town] that is a long distance away □ I'd love 
to travel to far-off places. 

far-reaching [-'riitfig] adj [change, effect, impli¬ 

cation] that affects many people or things, 
usually in an important way □ The closure of 
the coal mine has had far-reaching consequences 
for the local community. 

farsighted [,fa:r'sait3d] adj -1. [person, plan, de¬ 

cision] that gives proper consideration to fu¬ 
ture events or problems □ The government has 
shown itself to be anything but farsighted in its 
policy-making. -2. US [person] whose eyes can 
see things that are further away more clear¬ 
ly than things that are near □ I've become in¬ 
creasingly farsighted as I've gotten older. 

fartv [fa:rt] (very informal use) o vi to release 
air from the anus in a way which often 
makes a noise and smells unpleasant, o n 
-1. an act of farting. -2. a word used to de¬ 
scribe a silly or boring person. 

farther ['fa:rdar] comparative of far. 

farthest ['fa:rdastj superlative of far. 

FAS (abbr of free alongside ship) at a price that 
includes all costs of transportation and in¬ 
surance of goods until they reach the ship 
and are ready for loading. 

fascia ['feijs] « -1. [of a store] the board above 
the front of a store that has the store’s 
name on it. -2. GB [in a car, boat, aircraft] the 

board in front of the driver or pilot that has 
the instruments on it. 

fascinate [’faessneit] vt [idea, story] to interest 
<sb> so much that they keep looking at it, 
thinking about it etc □ The children are fasci¬ 
nated by the tropical fish. 

fascinating ['faessneitig] adj [person, country, 

idea] that one thinks is extremely interesting 
□ He has led a fascinating life. □ Did you really? 
How fascinatlngl 

fascination [.faess'neijh] h a feeling of being 
fascinated □ Chemistry holds a great fascination 
for me. □ He watched in fascination. 

fascism ['faefizm] n a political philosophy or 
system of government that supports total 
government control, an active role for the 
army, and aggressive opposition to other na¬ 
tionalities or political ideas, especially Com¬ 
munism. 

fascist ['faejsst] o adj [ideology, policy, tactics] 

that is based on fascism; [dictator, regime] 

that believes in fascism. On a person who 
supports fascism. 

fashion ['faejn] o n -1. [in clothes] the business 
or activity that is connected with different 
styles of clothing and appearance; a style of 
clothing, appearance etc that is popular at 
a particular time □ the fashion industry □ a 
fashion model n Short hair is the fashion, m to 
be in/out of fashion [style, music, word] to 
be fashionable/no longer fashionable □ The 
mini-skirt is back in fashion. □ The group went out 
of fashion in the early 90s. -2. [behavior] the 
way in which somebody does something □ 
He drove in his usual fashion: very badly! m after 
a fashion in a way that is not satisfactory or 
correct □ He can speak German after a fashion. 
o vt to make <sthg>, usually with one’s 
hands (formal use) □ She fashioned a pot out of 
clay. 

fashionable ['fae/nobl] adj [style, place, clothes, 

activity] that is popular at a particular time, 
but not usually for very long; [person] who 
wears fashionable clothes □ Aerobics was very 
fashionable in the 1980s. □ a fashionable area of 
Sydney □ It was fashionable to believe that at the 
time. 

fashion-conscious adj [personl who tries to 
dress in a way that follows the most recent 
fashions. 

fashion designer n a person whose job is to 
design fashionable clothes. 

fashion show n an event at which a new col¬ 
lection of clothes is shown to the public. 

fast [US test, GB fa:st] o adj -1. [person, vehicle] 

that runs, moves, works etc at high speed □ 
This is the fastest car I've ever driven. □ a fast 
worker, ■ to pull a fast one to trick somebody 
in a clever way, especially by taking money 
from them (informal use). -2. to be fast [clock, 

watch] to show a time that is later than the 
real time □ My watch is ten minutes fast. 
-3. [dye, color] that stays in a material, espe¬ 
cially clothing, when it is wet. 
o adv -1. [move, talk, change] at high speed □ 
How fast can this car go? □ I need help fast. □ 
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Telecommunications is one of the world's 
fastest-growing industries. -2. [make, tie, stick] 

firmly □ / can't dislodge it, it's stuck fast. ■ to 
hold fast to sthg [to a rope, handle] to grip sthg 
firmly; [to an idea, ambition! to keep sthg firm¬ 
ly in one's mind, even in difficult times □ 
Hold on fast and I'll see if I can get help. □ She 
held on fast to the belief that one day he'd return, 
m to be fast asleep to be completely asleep □ 
I fell fast asleep on the couch, 
on a period of time during which one eats 
no food, usually for religious or health rea¬ 
sons □ She stuck firmly to her three-day fast, 
o vi to spend a long time without eating, 
usually for religious or health reasons □ They 
were fasting for Ramadan. 

fast breeder reactor « a nuclear reactor that 
produces more plutonium than it uses. 

fasten [US 'faesn, GB 'faisn] o vt -1. [seatbelt, 

jacket, bag] to close <sthg> using a zipper, 
button, clasp etc □ She fastened her coat right 
up to the neck. -2. to fasten sthg to sthg to at¬ 
tach sthg to sthg □ She fastened her photo to 
the application. -3. to fasten one's hands/teeth 
etc around sthg to close one’s hands/teeth 
etc around sthg in order to hold it □ He fas¬ 
tened his hands around the pulley and jumped. 
o vi to fasten onto sb/sthg to give all one’s 
attention and concentration to sb/sthg □ He 
fastened on to me at the reception and after that 
I couldn't get rid of him. 

fastener [US 'faesnr, GB 'faisna] « a part of 
something, especially of clothing, that is 
used to close it, e.g. a zipper or button. 

fastening [us 'faesmr), GB ‘fa;s-] n [of clothing, a 

door, window] something that is used to keep 
something else closed. 

fast food n food that is prepared quickly and 
served and paid for when it is ordered □ a 
fast food take-out. 

fast-forward o « the button on a video or 
cassette player that makes it possible to 
make the tape in a cassette move forward 
more quickly than usual □ the fast-forward 
button, o vf to make <a tape or cassette> go 
faster in order to reach a particular point on 
it. o vi: I fast-forwarded to the end of the movie. 
NOTE: Compare rewind. 

fastidious [fs'stidiss] adj [person] who is diffi¬ 
cult to please, especially in relation to tidi¬ 
ness, food etc □ She's always been a fastidious 
eater. 

fast lane « -1. [on a freeway] the lane on a 
freeway in which drivers can go fastest. 
-2. to live in the fast lane to have a life in 
which one has many exciting experiences 
and takes risks □ She lives life in the fast lane. 

fast track n a system that allows some peo¬ 
ple in an organization to be promoted to 
important positions more quickly than 
usual. 

fat [fast] (compar fatter, super I fattest) o n 
-1. [on people, animals] the layer of flesh un¬ 
der the skin that keeps the body warm □ 
body fat. -2. [on meat] the layer of soft white 
or yellowish substance that surrounds a 
piece of meat □ bacon fat. -3. cooking a solid 

or liquid substance that is taken from ani¬ 
mals or plants and used in cooking □ pork/ 
beef fat. -4. [in food] a substance contained in 
many foods which the body uses to produce 
energy □ full fat milk □ Animal fats should be 
eaten in moderation. 
o adj -1. [person, animal, face] that has a lot 
of extra flesh and is overweight □ This is the 
fattest I've ever been. □ a fat stomach □ / don't 
want to eat too much, or I'll get fat. -2. [book, 

wallet, report! that is thick because it is full of 
something □ He pulled out a fat wad of $10 
bills. -3. a fat profit/fee etc a large profit/fee 
etc □ I got a nice fat check for my contribution to 
the book. -4. to be a fat lot of good or use not 
to be useful in any way (informal use) □ Well, 
a fat lot of good you are! ■ fat chance! a phrase 
used to say that something is impossible or 
unlikely (informal use). 

fatal ['feitl] adj -1. [mistake, decision, attraction] 

that has a bad or very serious result □ Can¬ 
celing this deal could be fatal to our business fu¬ 
ture. -2. [accident, illness, wound] that causes 
death □ Cancer can be fatal to certain sufferers. 
□ The blow proved fatal. 

fatalism ['feitalizm] n the belief that every¬ 
thing is decided by fate and that nobody 
can influence or change what happens to 
them □ Jo's fatalism always struck me as being 
somewhat out of character. 

fatalistic [.feits'listik] adj [person] who believes 
that everything is decided by fate and that 
nobody can influence or change what hap¬ 
pens to them □ He's always had a very fatalistic 
outlook on life. 

fatality [fa'taelati] {pi fatalities) n the death of a 
person that is the result of an accident or 
act of violence □ The attack resulted in one fa¬ 
tality and several serious injuries. 

fatally ['feitali] adv -1. fatally flawed flawed in 
a way that will cause harm or danger and 
cannot be avoided □ Her argument is fatally 
flawed. -2. fatally ill/wounded ill/wounded in 
a way that causes death. 

fate [feit] « -1. the power that is believed to 
decide one’s future and which cannot be 
controlled □ / believe in fate, m to tempt fate to 
do or say something that is likely to have 
bad consequences □ "Well, at least we didn't 
break down." — "Don't tempt fate, we haven't 
arrived yet!" □ Don't you think going there would 
be rather tempting fate? -2. sb's fate the things 
that are going to happen to sb which they 
cannot control and which are usually un¬ 
pleasant □ My fate is in their hands. 

fated [ feitad] adj to be fated to happen [meet¬ 

ing, disaster, death! to be certain to happen 
because of fate □ They seemed fated to keep 
missing each other. 

fateful [’feitfl] adj [day, decision, announcement] 

that is very important and often has a bad 
result in the future □ The fateful moment had 
finally arrived. 

fathead ffaethed] n a person who one thinks 
is foolish (informal use). 

father ['fa:6ar] o n -1. [of a child] a male parent 
□ My father lives in Canada. -2. [of a discovery, 
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invention] the person who invents something 
or who starts something, usually when this 
is good or respected □ Freud is the father of 
modern psychoanalysis, o vt to make a woman 
pregnant and become the father of her 
<child> □ King Henry VIII fathered three children 
by different wives. 

♦ Father « -1. a word used to address or refer 
to a Catholic priest □ Father Wilson. -2. Our 
Father a phrase used to address or refer to 
God. 

Father Christmas n GB an old man that chil¬ 
dren believe is dressed in red, has a long 
white beard, and comes down the chimney 
to leave presents for them the night before 
Christmas Day. 

fatherhood ['faidsfiiud] n the state of being a 
father □ Many teenagers are simply not ready for 
fatherhood. 

father-in-law {pi father-in-laws or fathers-in- 
law) n the father of one’s husband or wife. 

fatherly [’faidatii] adj [attitude, advice] that is 
typical of a kind father □ He was always ready 
to give fatherly love and affection. 

Father's Day « the day in the year on which 
people have celebrations, give cards etc in 
order to show appreciation of their fathers □ 
Happy Father's Day! 

fathom ['fascism] o n a unit (1.8 m) used for 
measuring the depth of water □ The wreck 
was ten fathoms down, o vt to understand the 
character or nature of <sb/sthg> □ / can't 
fathom her at all. 

fatigue [fs'tiig] o n -1. [of a person] extreme 
tiredness □ muscle fatigue □ Symptoms often in¬ 
clude constant fatigue. -2. [in a metal] a weak¬ 
ness in a material which may cause it to 
break □ metal fatigue, o vt to make <sb> very 
tired (formal use). 

♦ fatigues tipi the clothes worn by soldiers 
when they are working or fighting. 

fatten ['faetn] vt [pig, sheep, cow] to give <an 
animal> a lot of food to make it fat □ The 
farmer was fattening his turkeys for Christmas. 

♦ fatten up vt sep to fatten a person/an animal 
up to give a person/an animal a lot of food 
to make them fatter □ His wife tried to fatten 
him up a bit after they got married. 

fattening ['fasting] adj [food] that makes one 
fat □ Chocolate can be very fattening. 

fatty ['faeti] (compar fattier, superl fattiest, pi 
fatties) o adj -1. [meat, food] that contains a 
lot of fat □ Try to avoid fatty foods. -2. [acid, tis¬ 

sue, deposit] that contains or consists of fat 
(technical use). On a word used to address or 
refer to somebody who is fat (informal and 
offensive use) □ Move over, fatty! 

fatuous [US 'faetjuss, GB 'faetju-] adj [remark, 

manner, comment] that one thinks is stupid 
and unnecessary □ If I have to sit there listening 
to any more of his fatuous remarks I'll scream/ 

fatwa, fatwah [’faetwa:] n a religious order 
given by a Muslim leader, especially for 
somebody to be killed. 

faucet [’foisit] « US a device that controls the 

flow of a gas or liquid from a container or 
pipe. 

Faulkner ['fo:knsr], William (1897-1962) a US 
novelist who described life in the South. His 
work includes The Sound and the Fury and As 
I Lay Dying. 

fault [foilt] On-1. it's my/your etc fault the re¬ 
sponsibility for something bad that has hap¬ 
pened is mine/yours etc □ It's all my fault 
(that) she left home. □ It's your own silly/stupid 
fault, I did warn you. ■ to be at fault [company, 

person] to be responsible for something bad 
that has happened □ It's the owner that's at 
fault, not you. ■ through no fault of one's own 
not because of something one has done □ 
Through no fault of my own I missed the train. 
-2. [in a person] a weakness or negative qual¬ 
ity in somebody’s character □ / love him de¬ 
spite his faults. □ She has many faults, as we all 
do, but she's a good manager. -3. [in a machine, 

system, calculation] a problem or mistake □ 
There must be a fault on the line; I can't get any 
reply. □ a manufacturing fault. ■ to find fault 
with sb/sthg to criticize sb/sthg, especially 
when there is no reason □ Perhaps instead of 
sitting there finding fault you could help us for 
once! -4. geology a crack in the Earth’s sur¬ 
face □ the San Andreas Fault. -5. tennis the act 
of serving the ball wrongly □ a double fault, 
o vt [person, performance, technique] to criti¬ 
cize <sb/sthg> because there is something 
not perfect □ / can't fault him on his work. 

faultless ['foiltlss] adj [performance, technique] 
that cannot be criticized because it is perfect 
□ His manners are faultless. □ She addressed the 
conference in faultless French. 

faulty f'foilti] {compar faultier, superl faultiest) 
adj -1. [machine, system] that is not working 
properly; [workmanship, job] that has not been 
done properly □ Faulty wiring can cause house 
fires. -2. [reasoning, logic] not correct □ Your ar¬ 
gument is basically faulty. 

fauna ['fs:ns] n a collective term for the ani¬ 
mal life of a particular area □ The island sup¬ 
ports a rich fauna. 

Faust [faust] a legendary character who ap¬ 
pears in many different plays, novels, and 
operas, who sells his soul to the devil in ex¬ 
change for knowledge and power. 

faux pas [pfoo'pa:] {pi faux pas [-'pa:z]) n a mis¬ 
take that involves doing or saying some¬ 
thing that is socially unacceptable □ They 
committed/made a terrible faux pas by forgetting 
to thank the hostess. 

favor US, favour GB [’feivsr] o « -1. to win sb’s 
favor to get the liking and approval of sb □ 
Don't try too hard to win her favor, just be your¬ 
self. ■ to be in sb's favor to give support or 
an advantage to sb □ The odds are in her favor. 
□ The decision went in her favor. □ "What's your 
opinion of the company?" — "Well, there’s a lot 
to be said in their favor. " ■ to be in/out of favor 
[person, idea, attitude] to be popular/unpop- 
ular for a period of time □ / don't know what 
she said to Robert, but she’s certainly out of favor 
with him. ■ to curry favor with sb to try to 
please sb by doing things for them or being 
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very pleasant, in order to get something 
from them in return. -2. [for a person] an act 
of helping somebody □ Do you mind if I ask 
you a favor? □ Can I borrow your car? You owe 
me a favor or two anyway. ■ to do sb a favor to 
help sb when they ask one to do something 
for them □ Can you do me a favor and mail this 
letter? -3. to show sb favor to show a prefer¬ 
ence for sb by giving an unfair advantage to 
them □ The teacher didn't show her own stu¬ 
dents any favor. -4. to rule in sb's favor to offi¬ 
cially decide that sb is right □ The court ruled 
in favor of the father. 
o vt -1. [option, choice, possibility] to like 
<sthg> more than the other things of a 
similar type that are available □ We favor the 
more traditional method of teaching. -2. [child, 

person, team] to prefer <sb> and treat them 
better than other people □ A referee should 
not favor one team more than the other. 
-3. [enemy, candidate, event] to help by giving 
<sb/sthg> an advantage □ The extremely hot 
weather favored the African athletes. 

♦ in favor adv in agreement □ All those in favor 
please raise their hands. 

♦ in favor of prep -1. a phrase used to show 
that one person or thing is chosen or pre¬ 
ferred in the place of another □ She was re¬ 
jected in favor of a more experienced candidate. 
-2. in support of <sthg> □ They voted in favor 
of the strike. 

favorable us, favourable gb [’feivarebl] adj 
-1. [weather, position, moment] that is suitable 
because it makes something easier □ If wind 
conditions are favorable, we'll sail tomorrow. 
-2. [review, comparison, impression] that shows 
or encourages approval of somebody or 
something □ She spoke of you in very favorable 
terms. □ His account of events showed himself in 
a favorable light, of course. 

favorably us, favourably gb [feivarabli] adv 
[review, compare, speak] see favorable □ / was 
favorably impressed. 

favored us, favoured gb [’feivard] adj that has 
special advantages □ the favored few. 

favorite us, favourite gb ['feivaret] o adj 
[food, person, music] that one likes more than 
any other of the same type □ What's your fa¬ 
vorite color? on-1. somebody’s favorite per¬ 
son or thing □ Of all her grandchildren, James 
was her favorite. □ These candies are my favorite. 
-2. the person or animal that is expected to 
win a race, competition etc □ the hot favorite 
□ He's the favorite to win. 

favoritism us, favouritism gb [’feivaratizm] n 
special treatment that somebody gives to 
another person and that shows an unfair 
preference □ Teachers must avoid showing fa¬ 
voritism at all costs. 

favour etc GB = favor etc. 

Fawkes [forks], Guy (1570-1606) a British 
Catholic who was hanged for his involve¬ 
ment in the secret plan to blow up the 
Houses of Parliament and the King; see box 
at Bonfire Night. 

fawn [fo:n] o adj [coat, trousers] pale yellow- 
brown in color, o « a young deer, o vi to 

fawn on sb to try to please sb by doing 
whatever they want and by giving them a 
lot of attention, usually because one hopes 
to get something from them, 

fax [fasks] o n -1. the method of sending a 
message using a fax machine □ Most of my 
work is done by fax. □ a fax link. -2. a copy of a 
message or drawing that is sent using a fax 
machine □ Can you send the fax again? o vt 
[person] to send <sb> a letter, document etc 
using a fax machine; [letter, document] to 
send <sthg> using a fax machine □ I'll fax you 
tomorrow. ■ to fax sb sthg, to fax sthg to sb 
[letter, document] to send sthg to sb by fax □ 
Would you fax the details to her immediately? 

fax machine « a machine that sends a copy 
of a written message or drawing to another 
machine using a telephone line, 

fax number « the series of numbers that is 
pressed on a fax machine in order to send a 
fax to a particular place, 

faze [feiz] vt to confuse or upset <sb> (infor¬ 

mal use). 

FBH abbr of Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

FBI (abbr of Federal Bureau of Investigation) n 

the FBI in the USA, a police organization 
that deals mainly with crimes against the 
government, such as fraud and spying. It is 
part of the Department of Justice. 

FC « abbr of Football Club. 

FCC (abbr of Federal Communications Commis¬ 
sion) n the FCC the US government depart¬ 
ment responsible for radio and television 
broadcasting laws and standards. 

FCO (abbr of Foreign and Commonwealth Of¬ 
fice) n the FCO in Britain, the official name 
of the Foreign Office. 

FD n abbr of Fire Department. 

FDA « -1. (abbr of Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion) the FDA the US government depart¬ 
ment responsible for deciding which foods 
and drugs can legally be sold in the USA, 
and what information has to be supplied 
with them. -2. (abbr of Association of First Di¬ 
vision Civil Servants) a British labor union for 
senior civil servants. 

FE n abbr of Further Education, 

fear [fiar] o n -1. [of danger, water, the dark] the 
nervous feeling one has when one thinks 
that something very unpleasant or danger¬ 
ous is going to happen n She felt no fear as 
she opened the door. □ He was full of fear. □ a 
fear of heights/spiders. -2. [that something will 

happen] the thought in one’s mind that 
something frightening or bad might happen; 
something that causes one to have one of 
these thoughts □ He told me of his worst fears. 
□ My fear is that it may be too late. -3. there’s 
no fear of... there is no possibility of some¬ 
thing bad happening □ There’s no fear of it 
happening again, m for fear of sthg because of 
the possibility that sthg bad might happen □ 
We couldn't watch TV for fear of waking the chil¬ 
dren. □ She wouldn't come with us for fear of be¬ 
ing late. 

o vt -1. [death, one's opponent] to feel nervous 
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and worried about <sb/sthg> □ He fears noth¬ 
ing. □ I've always feared living alone. -2. to fear 
(that)... to think that something bad has 
happened or will happen □ Many fear (that) an 
uprising is likely. □ He feared the worst. 
o vi to fear for sb/sthg to be afraid that sb/ 
sthg is in danger □ She feared for her life. □ He 
feared for the passengers' safety. 

fearful [-frail] adj -1. to be fearful to be afraid 
or worried (formal use). -2. [consequence, storm, 

risk] very bad □ There was a fearful bang, then 
a lot of smoke. 

fearless ['fialas] adj [person, courage, attack] 

that shows no fear □ He was fearless in his de¬ 
fense of his beliefs. 

fearlessly ['fi3rbsli] adv [act, attack] see fearless 
□ She'd always campaigned fearlessly against nu¬ 
clear weapons. 

fearsome [’fia-ssm] adj [temper, sight] that is 
very frightening □ She's a fearsome opponent. 

feasibility [.ffizo'bibti] n: see feasible □ I'm not 
sure about the feasibility of publishing the book. 

feasibility study n a report that is done to 
decide whether it is feasible to do a particu¬ 
lar thing. 

feasible [’fiizabl] adj [idea, plan] that one be¬ 
lieves it is realistically possible to do □ The 
project sounds feasible enough to me. 

feast [first] o n a large meal that consists of 
many special and different foods, usually or¬ 
ganized to celebrate an important occasion 
□ Our hosts had prepared a huge feast for us. 
o vi to feast on or off sthg to eat a lot of 
sthg □ Their guests feasted on roast duck. 

feat [fi:t] n an action or achievement that is 
very impressive because of the skill, courage 
etc involved □ Trapeze artists perform great 
feats of daring. □ a feat of strength. 

feather ['fecbr] n one of the many parts that 
form the covering of a bird and that is like a 
set of light thin hairs on either side of a 
long stem □ The bird's feathers were covered 
with oil. □ a pillow stuffed with duck feathers □ a 
feather mattress. ■ a feather in one's cap 
something one does that people see as a 
sign of one’s abilities and that deserves re¬ 
spect □ Well, a nomination for the prize is cer¬ 
tainly a feather in your cap. 

feather bed n a mattress filled with small soft 
feathers. 

featherbrained ['fed3rbreind] adj [person, idea, 

scheme] silly and not practical. 

featherweight ['fe<brweit] « a boxer who be¬ 
longs to one of the lightest weight catego¬ 
ries. 

feature ['ffitJV] o « -l. [of a device, style, land¬ 

scape] an interesting or important part or 
quality that something has □ a safety/natural 
feature □ We would like to point out the special 
features of this model. -2. [of one's face] a part 
of one’s face, e.g. one’s eyes, nose, or 
mouth □ Her eyes are her best feature. □ deli¬ 
cate features. -3. journalism a piece of writing 
in a newspaper or magazine that is not 
about a news story □ a feature writer □ / en¬ 
joyed the feature on women in today's society. 

-4. radio & tv a special report, interview etc 
that is part of a program and looks at a par¬ 
ticular subject. -5. cinema = feature film, 
o vt [person, actor, work] to give <sb/sthg> an 
important part in a movie, exhibition etc □ a 
series of movies featuring James Dean, 
o vi to be present in a particular place or 
situation □ The president featured prominently in 
the evening news coverage. □ His work is cur¬ 
rently featuring at the Mall Gallery. 

feature film n a full-length movie that is 
usually shown as the main movie at a 
movie theater. 

featureless ['fi:tfarbs] adj [landscape, land, plain] 

that has no interesting features. 

Feb. abbr of February. 

February [’februari] o n the second month of 
the year in the Western calendar □ / was bom 
on February ninth US or on the ninth of February 
GB. o It snowed at the beginning/end of February. 
□ He goes skiing every February. □ She joined the 
firm last February. □ I'm leaving next February. ■ 
in February during the month of February □ 
We'll be moving into the new office in February. 
□ They met in February, o adj: I don't like the 
cold February nights/weather. 

feces US, faeces GB ['fi:si:z] npl solid waste 
material produced from the anus (formal use). 

feckless ['fekbs] adj [person] who does not 
take responsibility seriously and is disorgan¬ 
ized □ feckless behavior. 

fed [fed] past tense & past participle of feed. 

Fed [fed] o « (informal use) -1. the Fed the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Board. -2. the Fed the Federal 
Reserve System. -3. a person who works for 
the FBI or the IRS. o -1. abbr of federal. 
-2. abbr of federation. 

federal ['fedaral] adj -1. [republic, state, system] 

that is controlled by a central government 
but consists of smaller states which are in¬ 
dependent in many ways. -2. [law, funding, 

tax] that is connected with the central gov¬ 
ernment of a country and not with the gov¬ 
ernments of the individual states. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation n —> FBI. 

federal court n in the USA, a court that deals 
with federal law rather than state law. 

federalism [’fedsrslizm] n the belief in a feder¬ 
al system of government. 

Federal Parliament n the Federal Parliament 
the Australian national parliament. It con¬ 
sists of a lower house, known as the House 
of Representatives, and an upper house, 
known as the Senate. 

Federal Reserve Bank n the Federal Reserve 
Bank one of the 12 banks that are part of 
the Federal Reserve System. 

Federal Reserve Board n the Federal Reserve 
Board the organization, consisting of seven 
governors, that is in charge of the Federal 
Reserve System. 

Federal Reserve System « the Federal Re¬ 
serve System the central bank of the USA. It 
divides the country into 12 areas, each with 
its own Federal Reserve Bank. 
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Federal Trade Commission n FTC. 

federation [.feda'reijn] n -1. politics a group of 
states that is controlled by a central govern¬ 
ment but where each state has its own gov¬ 
ernment to decide many of its own affairs. 
-2. [of groups, organizations] a collection of 
groups or organizations that have joined to¬ 
gether to form one large organization, 

fed up adj to be fed up to be bored or irritated 
□ She's fed up with him. a I'm so fed up with sit¬ 
ting here all day doing nothing. □ I'm fed up of 
having to do the accounts. 

fee [fir] n the amount of money that is paid 
to a person, organization etc in order to re¬ 
ceive a service or be allowed to .do some¬ 
thing □ doctor's/school fees □ He receives over 
$1,000 per week in fees. □ the annual member¬ 
ship fee. 

feeble ['fi:bl] adj -1. [person, voice] that is very 
weak □ Surely you're not too feeble to lift a cou¬ 
ple of books? -2. [excuse, attempt] that is not 
effective, usually because of a lack of effort 
□ Stop being so feeble! □ What a feeble joke! 

feebly ['fiibli] adv [smile, shine, try] see feeble □ 
"/ feel dreadful, " he said feebly. 

feed [fiid] (ft & pp fed) o vf -1. [child, dog] to 
give food to <a person or animal>; [prisoner, 
delegate] to provide food for <a person or 
group of people> □ Our son can feed himself 
now. □ We have three hungry mouths to feed. □ 
The aid workers fed the refugees with all surplus 
stocks available. -2. [fire, machine] to regularly 
supply <sthg> with something that it needs 
in order to continue working or existing □ 
Don't forget to feed the parking meter. -3. [fear, 
rumor, river] to make <sthg> become strong¬ 
er, larger etc by adding something to it □ 
The newspapers only fed the nation's paranoia. 
-4. to feed sthg into sthg [data, information, pa¬ 
per] to put sthg into sthg regularly or con¬ 
tinuously □ The results have to be fed into the 
computer. 
o vi -1. [person, baby, animal] to take in food 
or drink through the mouth □ Lions feed on 
or off raw meat. -2. to feed on or off sthg [off 

one's emotion, anger, prejudice] to become 
stronger because of sthg □ These are the kind 
of social conditions that racism feeds on. 
On-1. a meal that is taken by a baby or 
animal □ He's ready for his two o'clock feed. 
-2. food for animals a cattle feed. 

feedback ffixdbaek] n -1. [on one's work, perfor¬ 
mance, a product] useful advice and criticism 
given to somebody about something they 
have done □ positive/negative feedback □ Any 
feedback on my work would be very welcome. 
-2. electricity loud high-pitched noises from 
an amplifier. 

feedbag [’fiidbaeg] « US a bag that contains a 
horse’s food and is hung around the horse’s 
head and mouth so that it can eat. 

feeder [’fiids1] o « a baby or animal that eats 
food in a particular way □ a noisy/messy/slow 
feeder, o comp [road, route, flight] that leads to 
something of the same type that is larger, 

feeding bottle ['fiidir)-] n GB a special bottle 
used for giving milk to a baby. 

feel [fid] (pt & pp felt) o vf -1. [surface, face, 
material] to touch <sthg> with one’s fingers 
in order to find out something about it □ The 
doctor felt her pulse. -2. [tension, presence] to 
be aware of <sthg> without seeing or hear¬ 
ing it □ You could feel the hostility between 
them. -3. to feel that... to believe that some¬ 
thing is true, right etc □ She felt that she was 
a failure. □ / feel (that) I should warn you about 
the dangers. □ How do you feel about it? 
-4. [anger, fear, pity] to experience <an emo¬ 
tions-; [wind, cold, heat] to experience <a sen- 
sation> □ He felt the touch of her hand on his 
arm. □ She could feel her heart beating. □ She 
felt a sense of loss. □ / felt a sudden desire to 
scream. -5. [effect, consequence, difference] to 
notice or be affected by <sthg> □ The dam¬ 
age caused by closing the factory will still be felt 
years from now. ■ to feel oneself doing sthg to 
feel or realize that one is doing sthg □ She 
felt herself shaking/fallingflolushing. -6. I'm not 
feeling myself today I feel slightly ill today, 

o vi -1. to experience a particular physical 
feeling □ / feel hungry. □ I'm not feeling very 
well. ■ to feel like sthg to want to have or do 
sthg □ Do you feel like a drink? □ She said she 
felt like eating out. □ / feel like a change. -2. to 
experience a particular emotion or state of 
mind □ / felt angry/curious. ■ it feels odd/good 
etc the situation makes me feel odd/good etc 
□ It feels strange to be back. □ What does it feel 
like to win? -3. to have a particular quality 
when one touches it □ The cover feels like leather. 
-4. to look for something by using one's 

' hands or fingers □ / felt under the sofa for my keys. 
On-1. [of a fabric, surface] the quality of the sur¬ 
face of something that one notices when one 
touches it □ the luxurious feel of silk □ The paper 
has a smooth feel. -2. [of a room, house, movie] the 
atmosphere of something □ The town had the 
feel of an 18th-century fishing village. -3. to have a 
feel for sthg to have a good ability in or under¬ 
standing of sthg □ I'm finally getting a feel for the 
work now. 

feeler [‘fi:tar] n [of an insect, snail] a long thin 
part on the head of an animal that is used 
to touch and sense objects. 

feeling ['fklig] n -1. [of happiness, sadness, an¬ 
ger] an emotion □ / know the feeling. □ a feel¬ 
ing of anger/urgency/loss □ His voice was full of 
feeling. ■ bad or ill feeling anger or resent¬ 
ment □ There's been a lot of bad feeling over the 
pay cuts. -2. [of sickness, dizziness] a physical 
sensation, e.g. of pain or pleasure □ a feeling 
of nausea/exhaustion □ He lost all feeling in his 
legs after the accident. -3. to have a feeling to 
have an impression or belief □ I have a feeling 
this isn't going to work. □ / had a nasty feeling 
that he was lying. -4. with feeling in an emo¬ 
tional way □ She spoke with great feeling. 
-5. to have a feeling for sthg [for poetry, music] 
to enjoy and understand sthg well □ The writ¬ 
er has a wonderful feeling for the rhythms of 
American speech. 

♦ feelings npl one's feelings the emotions one 
feels □ She always hides her feelings. • to hurt 
sb's feelings to say or do something that 
upsets and offends sb □ / didn't mean to hurt 
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your feelings. ■ no hard feelings! a phrase 
used to try to stop somebody from feeling 
angry because of something one has done or 
said or to show that one does not feel this 
way toward them. 

fee-paying [-'peng] adj GB (school) that charges 
fees; [student, parent) who pays fees, 

feet [fi:t] plural of foot. 

feign [fein] vt [anger, surprise, illness) to pretend 
to be affected by <an emotion or physical 
feeling> (formal use). 

feint [feint] o n [in a fight, sport] the act of pre¬ 
tending to move in a particular direction or 
way in order to trick or confuse one’s oppo¬ 
nent. o vi [in fight, sport] to use a feint 
against one’s opponent, 

feisty ['faisti] (compar feistier, superl feistiest) 
adj [person] who is forceful and able to de¬ 
fend themselves in an argument (informal 
use) □ My mother was then a feisty sixty-year-old. 

felicitous [fa'lisitas] adj [choice, combination] 
that is well-chosen or produces the perfect 
result (formal use). 

feline [’fiilain] o adj [appearance, movement, 
grace] that is like that of a cat. o « a mem¬ 
ber of the cat family (formal use). 

Felix the Cat [.fiiliksds'kaet] a cartoon cat in 
children’s movies and books, 

fell [fel] o past tense of fall, o vt -1. to cut 
down <a tree>. -2. to make <sb> fall down, 
e.g. by pushing or hitting them □ Bob felled 
the other man with a single blow. 

♦ fells npl an area of hills or low mountains, 

fellow ['felou] o adj one's fellow students/ 
passengers etc the people who study/travel 
etc with one □ What do your fellow workers 
think? ■ one's fellow man other people in 
general □ Man should help his fellow man. o n 

-1. a word used to address or refer to a man 
(old-fashioned use) o How are you, my old fel¬ 
low? □ He's a funny fellow. -2. [of a college, soci¬ 
ety] a very important member of an institu¬ 
tion such as a college or university □ a Fellow 
of the Royal Society □ a research fellow. 

fellowship ['feloufip] n -1. a feeling of friend¬ 
ship between people who are doing some¬ 
thing together and giving each other support 
□ a symbol of their fellowship. -2. a group of 
people who come together for a particular 
reason or purpose □ a Christian fellowship. 
-3. [of a society, college] the position held by 
a fellow; an award made to a postgraduate 
student, usually to enable them to do re¬ 
search □ a Royal Society/research fellowship. 

felony ['fetani] (pi felonies) n a very serious 
crime. 

felt [felt] o past tense &? past participle of feel. 
on a soft thick fabric that is often used to 
make men’s hats. 

felt-tip n a felt-tip (pen) a pen with a point 
made of felt which is full of ink of a particu¬ 
lar color. 

female ['fiimeil] o « -1. a person or animal 
that produces either babies or eggs □ the fe¬ 
male of the species. -2. a woman, o adj [em¬ 
ployee, student, animal] that is a female; [popu¬ 

lation, influence, voice] that is connected with 
females □ This measure won't be popular among 
female students. ■ the female sex women in 
general. 

feminine ['femamn] o adj -1. [appearance, wom¬ 

an, charm] that is typical of a woman, espe¬ 
cially in an attractive way □ a feminine touch 
□ She's very feminine. -2. grammar [noun, pro¬ 

noun, form] that belongs to or is connected 
with a particular class of words □ The femi¬ 
nine plural ending is "-es." o n grammar the 
form that relates to a feminine subject □ in 
the feminine □ The feminine of "lion" is "lion¬ 
ess. " 

femininity [fema'ninati] n the quality of being 
feminine □ He felt she was lacking in femininity. 

feminism ['femanizm] n the belief that men 
and women should have equal opportunities 
and rights □ the changes in feminism since the 
1960s. 

feminist ['femanast] n a person who supports 
feminism □ the feminist movement a He consid¬ 
ers himself a feminist. 

fence [fens] o n an object made of wood or 
wire that separates one piece of land from 
another □ a garden fence, m to sit on the fence 
to avoid supporting one particular side in an 
argument, dispute etc □ You can't just sit on 
the fence, you have to decide, o vt [garden, field] 

to put a fence around <an area of land>. 
♦ fence in vt sep -1. to fence sthg in [garden, 

field] to put a fence around sthg. -2. to fence 
sb in to be so close to sb that they cannot 
move or leave. 

♦ fence off vt sep to fence sthg off [garden, 

field] to put a fence around sthg so that it is 
separated from something else □ They've 
fenced off the entire area. 

fencing ['fensig] « -1. sport a sport in which 
two people fight using long thin swords. -2. 
the pieces of wood, metal etc used for mak¬ 
ing fences □ wooden fencing. 

fend [fend] vi to fend for oneself to take care of 
oneself without help from other people, es¬ 
pecially by finding food to eat □ We were left 
to fend for ourselves. 

♦ fend off vt sep -1. to fend sb/sthg off [attack¬ 

er, blow] to protect oneself against sb/sthg by 
using one’s arms or an object □ / fended the 
dog off with a stick. -2. to fend sb/sthg off [re¬ 

porter, question] to avoid answering sb/sthg 
directly □ Politicians are very good at fending off 
awkward questions. 

fender ['fends'] n -1. US auto the part of a car 
or bicycle that is above the wheels; the bar 
at the front and back of a car that is de¬ 
signed to protect its body. -2. [around a fire] a 
metal barrier around the bottom of a fire¬ 
place that is used to stop wood or coal from 
falling out onto the floof. -3. sailing an ob¬ 
ject such as a car tire that is hung over the 
side of a boat to act as a cushion if it hits 
other boats. 

fennel ['fenl] « a vegetable similar to celery 
that is round at the bottom. Its seeds are 
used as an herb. 

fens [fenz] npl an area of low wet land. 
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feral ['feral] adj [animal] that has become wild 
after living among people and then escaping 
□ a feral cat 

ferment [« 'f3:rment, vb for'ment] o « political 
or social unrest caused by change. ■ to be in 
ferment to be in a state of unrest, o vi [wine, 
beer] to change chemically because yeast or 
bacteria change the sugar in it to alcohol, 

fermentation [,f3:rmen'teifn] n\ see ferment □ 
The yeast allows fermentation to take place. □ the 
fermentation process. 

fern [f3:rn] « a green plant that has leaves that 
look like feathers but no flowers, 

ferocious [fa'roujas] adj [animal, attack, criticism] 
violent and uncontrolled □ They had a fero¬ 
cious row. □ He launched a ferocious attack on 
the government. □ scenes of ferocious violence. 

ferocity [fa'rosati] tv. see ferocious □ Witnesses 
were shocked by the ferocity of the attack. 

ferret ['ferst] n a small fierce animal with a 
long thin body that hunts rats and rabbits in 
their holes. 

♦ ferret around, ferret about vi to look 
around a place without permission in order 
to find out information (informal use) □ / came 
in to find Raoul ferreting around in my desk. 

♦ ferret out vt sep to ferret sthg out [informa¬ 
tion, truth] to discover sthg by looking for it 
carefully for a long time (informal use) □ 
We've managed to ferret out some rather inter¬ 
esting information about the president. 

ferris wheel f'feras-] n a large revolving wheel 
at a fairground that has seats attached to it 
and that people ride on for entertainment, 

ferry ['feri] (pi ferries, pt & pp ferried) o n a 
boat for carrying people and vehicles over 
water between two or more places, usually 
along the same regular route □ We went by 
ferry, o vt to carry <sb/sthg> from one place 
to another □ Buses ferried in troops from sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

ferryboat f'feribout] n = ferry. 

ferryman ['feriman] (pi ferrymen [-man]) n a 
man who drives a ferry, 

fertile [us 'f3:rtl, GB 'f3:tail] adj -1. [soil, land, 
valley] that is able to grow plants easily □ the 
fertile valleys of the South. -2. [imagination, brain] 
that is able to produce a lot of original 
thoughts, ideas etc □ You must have a very fer¬ 
tile imagination to have thought up something like 
that. -3. [person] who is able to produce 
babies □ Women are at their most fertile at 
around 18. 

fertility [f3:r'titati] n: see fertile □ Manure is used 
to improve the soil's fertility. 

fertility drug « a drug for infertile women to 
help them to have babies, 

fertilization [US ,f3:rt3b'zeijn, GB ,f3:t3lai'zeifn] 
tv. see fertilize. 

fertilize, -ise ['f3:rtalaiz] vt -1. to make <soil, 
an area of land> etc produce crops more 
successfully by adding manure or chemicals 
to it □ He still fertilizes his fields with manure. 
-2. to provide <an egg> with sperm to start 
reproduction; to provide <a plant, flower> 
etc with pollen to start reproduction. 

fertilizer ['f3:rtalaiz3r] n a substance that is put 
on soil to make crops and plants grow more 
successfully. 

fervent ['f3:rv3nt] adj [belief, wish] that is 
strong and intense; [believer, supporter] who 
has very strong and intense feelings, beliefs 
etc □ It is my fervent hope that when my son 
grows up he will study at Harvard. 

fervor US, fervour GB [(f3:rvor] n strong and in¬ 
tense feeling or belief □ revolutionary/religious 

fervor. 

fester ['festar] vi -1. [wound, sore] to become 
infected □ a festering wound. -2. [feeling, quar¬ 
rel] to become worse or more bitter, usually 
because it is not dealt with or discussed 
over a long period of time □ We don't want to 
allow the situation to fester. 

festival ['festivl] n -1. a series of artistic shows 
or events organized in a particular place 
over a particular period of time □ a music/ 
dance festival. -2. a day or series of days 
when people are on vacation, usually be¬ 
cause of a religious event □ a religious festival. 

festive ['festiv] adj [atmosphere, occasion] 
where people are very happy, usually be¬ 
cause of a holiday or celebration, 

festive season n the festive season the period 
of the year when people celebrate Christ¬ 
mas. 

festivities [fe'stivstiz] npl the events or activ¬ 
ities that are organized to celebrate a special 
event □ the wedding festivities. 

festoon [fe'stuin] vt to be festooned with sthg 
[with flags, balloons, garlands] to be decorated 
with sthg that is hanging □ The hall was fes¬ 
tooned with brightly colored flags. 

fetal US, foetal gb [’fiitl] adj [death, heartbeat] 
that is connected with the fetus □ fetal dis¬ 
tress □ curled up in the fetal position. 

fetch [fetj] vt -1. to go somewhere in order to 
take <sb/sthg> from there back to the place 
one started out from □ Fetch me a glass of wa¬ 
ter! □ Could you fetch down that book for me? □ 
Shall I go and fetch the doctor? -2. to be sold 
for <a particular amount of money> □ The 
painting fetched $1,000 at auction. 

fetching ['fetJrrj] adj [dress, person] attractive □ 
You're looking very fetching tonight. 

fete, fete [feit] o n GB an outdoor event 
where there are competitions and home¬ 
made food and goods for sale, and that is 
usually organized to make money for a spe¬ 
cial purpose □ the church/village fete, o vt to 
be feted [visitor, writer, artist] to get a lot of 
praise or friendly attention from the public, 

fetid ['fetad] adj [water, air] that has a strong 
unpleasant smell □ The air smelled fetid and 
stale. 

fetish ['fetif] n -1. a liking for a particular 
thing or activity that provides sexual excite¬ 
ment □ a leather fetish. -2. something that is 
not important but that somebody spends a 
lot of time doing or thinking about □ She's 
got a fetish about keeping things clean. 

fetlock ['fetlnk] n the part of a horse’s leg just 
above the back part of its hoof. 
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fetter ['fetal vt to stop <sb> from acting or 
moving freely □ The court order fettered his 
movements. 

♦ fetters npl chains that are placed around a 
person’s feet to prevent them from moving; 
things that prevent a person from acting or 
moving freely. 

fettle [‘fetl] « to be in fine fettle to be healthy 
or in good condition (old-fashioned use). 

fettucine [fetu'tjiini] n long, flat, narrow strips 
of pasta. 

fetus US, foetus GB ['fiitas] « an unborn hu¬ 
man or animal. 

feud [fju:d] On a long angry quarrel or dis¬ 
pute between two people, families etc □ 
There's a bitter feud within the board over plans 
for a merger, o vi to have a feud with some¬ 
body □ They've been feuding with their neigh¬ 
bors for years. 

feudal ['fjuidl] adj [system, society, lord] that is 
connected with the political system in medi¬ 
eval Europe in which people were given 
land and protection by a person of higher 
rank if they worked and fought for them. 

fever [’fi:v3r] « -1. medicine a condition in 
which one has a very high temperature □ 
Symptoms include fever and vomiting. □ He has a 
fever. -2. a state of great excitement or nerv¬ 
ous activity □ a fever of anticipation. □ The 
country is gripped by election fever. 

fevered ['fi:v3rd] adj -1. a fevered brow a fore¬ 
head that is hot because of a fever, hard 
physical work etc. -2. to have a fevered im¬ 
agination to imagine strange things that are 
not true or do not exist. 

feverish ['fisvanf] adj -1. medicine [person] who 
has a fever □ I felt feverish all day. -2. [ex¬ 

citement, activity] that shows that people are 
very excited and nervous □ in a state of fever¬ 
ish excitement. 

fever pitch n a state of extreme and intense 
excitement □ Tension was at fever pitch. 

few [fju:] o det -1. few cars only a small num¬ 
ber of cars; not as many cars as expected 
(used with plural nouns) □ Few people know 
this. □ We get very few visitors in winter. □ They 
are one of the few really good groups around. 
-2. a few days some days, but not many 
(used with plural nouns) □ The train will be 
here in a few minutes. □ / only know a few peo¬ 
ple there but Dave knows lots. ■ quite a few, a 
good few many □ / found quite a few mistakes 
in his work. -3. the first few days the first days 
(some but not many) □ We meet every few 
weeks. □ Then I read the last few pages of the 
report. 
o prott -1. only a small number of people or 
things; not as many people or things as ex¬ 
pected □ There used to be a lot of coal mines in 
the area, but few (of them) remain. □ Few could 
have predicted what would happen. -2. a few 
some people or things, but not many □ A 
few (of us) were still working. ■ quite a few, a 
good few rather a lot □ Of the books on the 
list, she's already read quite a few. 

♦ few and far between adj not often seen or 
happening □ Restaurants in Dufftown are few 

and far between, I'm afraid. □ Such moments of 
glory are few and far between now. 

fewer ['fju:ar] (compar of few) o det not as 
many people or things; less in number (used 
with plural nouns) □ The party received fewer 
votes in 1992 than in 1987. O prow. Few people 
know about it, and even fewer care. 

♦ no fewer than det no fewer than five five, 
which is a surprisingly big number □ We re¬ 
ceived no fewer than 50 complaints about the 
program. 

fewest ['fjuiast] (super! of few) o det least in 
number □ This plan seems to have the fewest 
problems, o prow. Some departments have lots 
of computers; ours has (the) fewest. 

FH GB abbr of fire hydrant, 

fiance [us .fimn'sei, GB fi'Dnsei] « the man who 
a woman is engaged to. 

fiancee [US .fiion'sei, GB fi'Dnsei] n the woman 
who a man is engaged to. 

fiasco [fi'aeskoo] (US pi fiascos or fiascoes, GB pi 
fiascos) n an event or situation that is a 
complete failure and causes embarrassment 
o The event turned into a fiasco. □ the 
Landsdowne fiasco. 

fib [fib] (pt & pp fibbed, cont fibbing) (informal 
use) Ott a lie that is not serious because it is 
about something unimportant □ Have you 
been telling me fibs again? o vi to tell fibs, 

fibber ['fibar] « a person who tells fibs, 

fiber us, fibre gb ['faibar] « -1. [of cotton, wool] 

a narrow thread of a natural or artificial sub¬ 
stance, such as cotton, wool etc; cloth or 
other material made from such threads □ 
plant fibers □ a cotton fiber or a fiber of cotton □ 
glass fibers □ man-made fibers. -2. [in food] 

parts of plants that move quickly through 
the body when they are eaten and are good 
for people’s health □ Cereals contain a lot of 
fiber. -3. anatomy tiny thin pieces of flesh 
that make up muscles and connect nerves in 
the body □ nerve and muscle fiber. -4. [of a per¬ 

son] the strength of one’s character □ moral 
fiber. 

fiberboard us, fibreboard gb ['faib3rbo:rd] n a 
material used in building that is made from 
very small pieces of wood stuck together, 

fiberglass ['faibrglaes] us, fibreglass [faiba- 
glais] GB n a material made from plastic and 
glass fibers □ a fiberglass boat/deck. 

fiber optics n the technology of carrying in¬ 
formation in the form of light along long 
fibers of glass, 

fibre etc GB = fiber etc. 

fibrositis ffaibra'saitas] n medicine a condition 
in which the tissue in somebody’s muscles 
is inflamed. 

FICA ['faika] (abbr of Federal Insurance Contri¬ 
butions Act) n in the USA, money that is 
taken from people’s salaries to be used for 
welfare. 

fickle ['fikl] adj [voter, lover] who changes their 
mind often about what they like □ The British 
public can be very fickle. 

fiction ['fikfn] « -1. literature the type of 
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writing that uses characters and stories that 
are not real □ Do you like reading fiction? -2. 
something that a person claims to be true 
when they know that it is false □ What he 
told you was a complete fiction. 

fictional ['fikjnsl] adj [character, event, account] 

that is not real or true but is found in a sto¬ 
ry □ a fictional account of events that occurred 
during the Spanish Civil War. 

fictionalize, -ise ['fikfnalaiz] vt [autobiography, 

true story! to change <sthg>, e.g. by adding 
imaginary events or characters, so that it is 
more like a work of fiction, 

fictitious [fik'tifas] adj [address, account] that is 
not true or does not exist □ His version of 
events was entirely fictitious. 

fiddle ['fidl] On a violin, especially one that is 
played for folk music or dancing. ■ to be (as) 
fit as a fiddle to be in excellent health. ■ to 
play second fiddle to sb to have a less impor¬ 
tant role in something than sb. o vt GB to 
deliberately give wrong information about 
cone’s accounts, expenses> etc in order to 
get money for oneself (informal use), o vi 
-1. to move one’s hands in a way that 
shows one is bored, worried etc □ Stop fid¬ 
dling (around) with your pen. -2. to fiddle with 
sthg to move or adjust sthg with one’s 
hands □ Try fiddling with the antenna and you 
might get a better picture. 

fiddler ['fidlsl « a person who plays the vio¬ 
lin, especially for folk music or dancing, 

fiddly ffidli] (compar fiddlier, superl fiddliest) 
adj GB [job] that is difficult to do, because it 
requires delicate and precise movements of 
one’s hands (informal use), 

fidelity [fi'delsti] n -1. the quality of being 
loyal to a friend; the state of being faithful 
to a lover, husband, or wife in a sexual rela¬ 
tionship □ / would never doubt her fidelity. 
-2. [of information, a report, account] the degree 
of accuracy of something that has been 
copied, translated, or written down, 

fidget [’fid3at] vi to make small movements 
with one’s hands or other parts of one’s 
body because one is bored or nervous n He 
sat fidgeting with his pen. □ Stop fidgeting! 

fidgety ['fid33ti] adj [person] who fidgets, 

fiduciary [fa'diuifisri] {pi fiduciaries) o adj 
[duty, capacity] that is connected with the le¬ 
gal responsibility of controlling property for 
another person, o n a person who legally 
controls property for another person, 

field [fi:ld] o « -1. farming an area of land on 
a farm, usually surrounded by a fence or 
hedge, that is used for growing crops or 
keeping animals on □ a field of cabbages □ 
open fields. -2. sport an area of grassy land 
used for playing sport □ a hockey/soccer field. 
-3. [of knowledge] an area of knowledge or 
activity a an expert in the field of social history □ 
Politics isn’t really my field. -4. in the field in 
the sort of place or situation where real 
events occur, rather than in theory or in a 
laboratory. -5. physics the area in which a 
particular force is felt □ a magnetic/gravitational 
field. -6. one's field of vision the area one can 

see without moving one’s head □ The building 
was outside my immediate field of vision. -7. 
computing a section of a database that con¬ 
tains a particular type of information □ The 
employee record has fields for "age", "name , 
"address" etc. 
o vt to deal with <a question or comment;*, 
especially in a skillful way □ Senator Hart 
fielded questions from the press, 
o vi [in cricket, baseball] to stand on the field 
and try to stop or catch the ball when play¬ 
ers from the opposing team hit it. 

field day n -1. a day when all the children in 
a school take part in sports competitions, 
usually watched by their parents. -2. phrase 
to have a field day to enjoy oneself very 
much, because one gets the opportunity to 
do something one cannot usually do □ The 
newspapers will have a field day when they learn 
about this. 

fielder ['fi:ld3r] n [in cricket, baseball] a player 
who is fielding. 

field event n an event in athletics, e.g. the 
javelin or long jump, that does not take 
place on a track. 

field glasses npl binoculars □ a pair of field 
glasses. 

field hockey n US hockey that is played on 
grass, not ice. 

field marshal n an officer who has the most 
senior rank in the British army. 

field mouse n a mouse with a long tail that 
lives in woods and fields. 

field trip n a trip to a particular place to study 
something that is found there □ Dr Brown 
made the discovery while on a field trip to Bor¬ 
neo. □ a geography field trip. 

fieldwork ['fi:ldw3:rk] n research into a subject 
that is done by going out of the classroom, 
laboratory etc and collecting information 
about it directly. 

fiend [fi:nd] n -1. an evil and cruel person (lit¬ 
erary use) □ an evil fiend. -2. a person who is 
very interested in or fond of a particular ac¬ 
tivity, food, drink etc (informal use) □ a jog¬ 
ging/health fiend. 

fiendish ['fimdij] adj -1. [criminal, murder, plan] 

evil and cruel. -2. [problem, puzzle] that one 
finds very difficult (informal use). 

fierce [fi3rs] adj -1. [dog, person] that has an 
aggressive and violent nature □ The guards 
looked fierce and menacing. -2. [storm, temper, 

blaze] that is violent and stronger than usual 
□ fierce winds from the north. -3. [fighting, bat¬ 

tle] that involves a lot of violent activity; [loy¬ 

alty, criticism, heat] that is very strong □ He is 
a fierce critic of the scheme. □ There is always 
fierce competition for places. 

fiercely ['fi3rsli] adv -1. fiercely loyal/inde¬ 
pendent very loyal/independent □ It's a fierce¬ 
ly competitive business. -2. [argue, criticize, fight] 

see fierce □ The dog barked fiercely. □ The fire 
was burning fiercely. 

fiery ['faisrr] (compar fierier, superl fieriest) adj 
-1. [explosion, heat] that is very hot or burn¬ 
ing □ a fiery ball of flame. -2. [food] that has a 
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very hot flavor. -3. [temper, speech, person] 

that shows strong emotion □ The fiery Span¬ 
iard fought back to win by three shots. -4. fiery 
(red) [hair, sunset] bright red. 

FIFA [‘fiifa] (abbr of Federation Internationale 
de Football Association) n the organization in 
charge of international soccer. It also organ¬ 
izes the World Cup. 

fifteen [,fif'ti:n] o n -1. the number 15 □ Three 
fives are fifteen. -2. the age of 15 years □ He 
left school at (the age of) fifteen. -3. a person or 
object represented by the number 15 □ Their 
number fifteen is playing well. □ If I were you, I'd 
take the number fifteen (bus), o adj: a fifteen- 
hour flight. □ / knew her when she was fifteen 
(years old). □ / take a size fifteen collar, o prow. 
“How many people have you got coming?" — 
"Fifteen." 

fifteenth [,fif'ti:nO] o n -1. one of fifteen equal 
parts of something □ A fifteenth of the popula¬ 
tion lives in the capital. -2. day fifteen of a par¬ 
ticular month □ She was bom on May fifteenth 
US or on the fifteenth of May GB. □ I'll see you 
on the fifteenth, o adj [week, floor] 15th, num¬ 
ber fifteen in a series □ That's the fifteenth 
takeover bid this year to be referred to the Mo¬ 
nopolies and Mergers Commission. □ on his fif¬ 
teenth birthday □ It was written in the fifteenth 
century. • Louis the Fifteenth the fifteenth 
king of a particular country to be called Lou¬ 
is. o adv: They were placed fifteenth in the top 
7 00 companies. 

fifth [fifG] n -1. one of five equal parts of 
something □ a fifth of a mile □ A fifth of our pro¬ 
duction goes for export. -2. day five of a par¬ 
ticular month □ / was born on July fifth US or 

on the fifth of July GB. □ The meeting is on the 
fifth. -3. the Fifth = the Fifth Amendment □ He 
took the Fifth. 
o adj [week, floor] 5th, number five in a se¬ 

ries □ It's the fifth door on the right. □ It's the 
fifth time this year that interest rates have gone 
up. ■ to feel like a fifth wheel US to feel that 
one is not wanted or needed in a particular 
situation (informal use). ■ Henry the Fifth the 
fifth king of a particular country to be called 
Henry. 
o adv: He came fifth in the 100 meters. 

Fifth Amendment n the Fifth Amendment an 
article of the US Bill of Rights that says that 
a person does not have to give evidence at 
their own trial. 

Fifth Avenue a street in New York known 
for its expensive stores and restaurants. 

fifth column « a group of people within a 
country who secretly support and work for 
its enemies. 

fiftieth ['fif1130] o « one of fifty equal parts of 
something □ A fiftieth of a gram can be written 
0.02g. o adj [week, floor] 50th, number fifty in 
a series □ It's his fiftieth birthday, o adv: They 
were placed fiftieth in the top 100 companies. 

fifty [ fifti] (pi fifties) o n -1. the number 50 □ 
Five tens are fifty. □ Turn to page fifty. ■ the fif¬ 
ties the years between 1950 and 1960 □ It 
was made in the early/late fifties. ■ to be in 
one's fifties to be between 50 and 60 years 

old. ■ to be in the fifties [temperature] to 
measure between 50° and 60° Fahrenheit or 
Celsius. ■ to do fifty to drive a motor vehicle 
at 50 miles per hour □ He was doing fifty when 
he was stopped by the police. -2. the age of 50 
years □ He will be fifty next year. -3. a person 
or object represented by the number 50 □ 
Caller number fifty will win a weekend in Hawaii. 
o adj: There were about fifty people there, 
o prow There were about fifty (of them). 

fifty-fifty o adj a fifty-fifty chance an equal 
possibility that something will or will not 
happen □ Doctors gave him a fifty-fifty chance of 
survival, o adv into two equal parts □ Let’s 
split the bill fifty-fifty. 

fig [fig] n a soft, sweet, green or purple fruit 
full of seeds that is often sold dried □ a dried 
fig. 

fight [fait] (pt & pp fought) o « -1. [to hurt 

somebody physically] a situation or event in 
which two or more people try to hurt each 
other by punching, kicking, using weapons 
etc □ Fights broke out between rival fans. □ Do 
you want a fight about it? □ a street fight. ■ to 
have a fight to take part in a fight with 
somebody □ He had a fight with another boy in 
his class. ■ to put up a fight to try hard to re¬ 
sist somebody who is much stronger or 
much more powerful □ He didn't even put up a 
fight. -2. [to achieve something] a serious at¬ 
tempt to stop something or to achieve 
something □ the fight against crime/for liberty. 
-3. [using words] a quarrel or argument □ 
There were a number of fights over money. □ 
He's just had a fight with his wife, 
o vt -1. [army, country] to take part in a war 
with <an enemy> □ The two countries fought 
each other for control of the islands. -2. [person] 

to punch and kick <sb> in order to hurt 
them. -3. [battle, war] to take part in <sthg> 
in order to defeat an enemy □ The battle was 
fought and lost in France. -4. [election, campaign] 

to take part in <sthg> in order to defeat an 
opponent □ Two candidates will go forward to 
fight the next round. -5. [racism, drugs, fire] to 
try to stop <sthg> from developing or tak¬ 
ing control □ The police should spend more of 
their time fighting crime. 
o vi -1. to take part in a fight or war a My 
brother and I used to fight constantly as children. 
□ He fought against Germany in World War II. 
-2. to fight for/against sthg to try hard to 
get/prevent sthg a / had to fight for the right to 
work normal office hours. -3. to argue □ They 
were always fighting about/over money. 

♦ fight back o vt fus to fight back sthg [tears, 
laughter, anger] to try hard not to show sthg 
that one feels □ She was fighting back the tears 
as they said goodbye, o vi to resist somebody 
who is attacking one or trying to beat one 
in a competition □ Norman fought back coura¬ 
geously in the next election. 

♦ fight off vt sep -1. to fight sb off [thief, mug¬ 
ger] to make sb go away by fighting back □ 
Somehow, he found the strength to fight off his 
attacker. -2. to fight sthg off [illness, desire, sad¬ 
ness] to succeed in resisting sthg □ Their 
bodies are no longer able to fight off infection. 
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♦ fight out vt sep to fight it out to end a con¬ 
flict, argument etc by fighting or arguing □ 
You'll have to fight it out among yourselves. 

fighter ['faitafi « -1. a fighter (plane) a military 
aircraft used for attacking other aircraft □ a 
fighter pilot. -2. [in a war] a person who takes 
part in a fight or war □ a guerrilla fighter. -3. 
a person who continues to try to do some¬ 
thing despite great difficulties, opposition 
etc □ He's a born fighter. 

fighting ['faitirjl « the activity of taking part 
in a fight or war □ There was too much fighting 
in the movie. 

fighting chance n to have a fighting chance to 
have a chance of doing or achieving some¬ 
thing if one tries very hard □ We still have a 
fighting chance of winning this contract. 

figment [’figmant] n a figment of sb's imagina¬ 
tion something that has been imagined by 
sb and is not real or true. 

figurative [’figiarativ] adj -1. [sense, expression] 
that uses a word or words in a way that is 
different from their literal or most obvious 
meaning, often in an imaginative way □ I'm 
using the word in its figurative sense, of course. 
-2. art [painting, sculpture, artist] that copies 
the real shapes or appearance of things □ / 
tend to prefer figurative painting to abstract art. 

figuratively ['fig-brativli] adv [express, paint] see 
figurative □ Figuratively speaking, he's a giant 
among men. 

figure l'figj3r] o « -1. [a number] an amount of 
something expressed as a number □ unem¬ 
ployment figures. ■ to put a figure on sthg to 
say the precise amount or cost of sthg □ It's 
hard to put a figure on it. -2. [a symbol] any of 
the symbols from 0 to 9 used to represent a 
number □ She drew a figure seven. □ He was 
paid a six-figure sum. ■ in double figures be¬ 
tween 10 and 99 □ Inflation will soon be in dou¬ 
ble figures. ■ in single figures between 0 and 
9. -3. [of a person] the shape of a person that 
one sees from a distance or in the dark □ a 

shadowy figure. -4. [an important person] a per¬ 
son who is important because of what they 
do or the qualities they have □ He's a senior 
figure in the party. □ a media figure □ sports fig¬ 
ures of the fifties □ a father figure. -5. [a person's 

body! the shape of a person’s body □ Dieting 
won't necessarily improve your figure. □ She has 
a fantastic figure! -6. [in a book, article] a picture 
or diagram used to show or explain some¬ 
thing □ See figure 2. 

o vt to figure (that)... to suppose or believe 
that something is true □ / figure he had his rea¬ 
sons. □ / figured that she'd call if she wanted to. 

o vi -1. to appear or be included in some¬ 
thing □ They figure in the financial news again. 
-2. that figures that is logical or not surpris¬ 
ing □ / suppose it figures that they'd call the po¬ 
lice in. 

♦ figure out vt sep to figure sthg out [puzzle, 
problem] to find the answer to sthg; [answer, 
reason] to work sthg out □ / couldn't figure out 
what went wrong. 

figure eight us, figure of eight gb n some¬ 

thing that has the shape of the number 8, 
e.g. a knot □ We drove around in a figure eight. 

figurehead ['figiafiied] n -1. [on a ship] an orna¬ 
ment, usually in the shape of a person, on 
the front of a sailing ship. -2. [of a country, or¬ 
ganization] a leader of a group of people who 
has no real power □ The Queen is more of a 
figurehead than anything else. 

figure of eight hGB = figure eight, 

figure of speech n a word or phrase that has 
a figurative meaning □ It's just a figure of 
speech. 

figure skating n ice-skating in which a per¬ 
son makes attractive patterns by turning, 
jumping etc. 

figurine [.figja'rirn] n a small model in the 
shape of a person, used as an ornament. 

Fiji [ fi:d3i:] a country in the South Pacific, east 
of Australia, consisting of many islands, size: 
18,300 sq kms. population: 727,000 (Fijians). 
capital: Suva, language: English. CURRENCY: 
Fijian dollar. 

filament ['fibmant] n the thin piece of wire 
that produces fight in an electric fight bulb, 

filch [filtJ] vt to steal <sthg> (informal use), 

file [fail] on-1. [of papers] a box or folded 
piece of cardboard used for keeping docu¬ 
ments and papers in □ a file copy. -2. [on a 

subject] a collection of documents or infor¬ 
mation about a particular person, group, or 
subject □ a file on economic growth □ They 
can't find my file. □ a police file. ■ to be on file 
or on the files to be recorded in writing in a 
collection of documents about somebody or 
something □ I've kept your letter on file. -3. 
COMPUTING pieces of information that are re¬ 
lated and stored together under one name 
on a computer □ a computer data file □ How 
do you open/close the file? -4. [for rubbing things] 

a tool that one rubs against hard or rough 
surfaces to make them smooth □ a nail file o 
a metal file. -5. in single file [wait, stand] one 
behind the other in a fine □ They entered the 
room in single file. 

o vt -1. [document, paper, account] to put 
<sthg> in a file o The letter was filed away for 
future reference. -2. law [accusation, complaint, 
lawsuit! to present <sthg> officially □ I'm go¬ 
ing to file a suit for libel. -3. [fingernail, wood, 
metal] to make <sthg> smooth or give it a 
particular shape using a file □ The rivets are 
then filed down until they are smooth. 

o vi -1. [people] to walk somewhere one be¬ 
hind the other □ The mourners filed into the 
church. -2. law to file for divorce to ask for a 
divorce officially. 

file clerk us, filing clerk GB « a person whose 
job is to file documents and papers in an of¬ 
fice. 

filename ['failneim] n a code used to identify a 
computer file. 

filet [fi'lei] n us = fillet. 

filibuster ]'filibAstar] vi politics to deliberately 
speak for a very long time so that a law 
cannot be passed because there is no time 
for a vote □ The senator denied filibustering. 
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filigree ['filigri:] o « an ornament in gold or 
silver wire □ a piece of gold filigree, o adj [ear¬ 
rings, jewelry! made with filigree. 

filing cabinet ['failir)-] n a set of metal draw¬ 
ers for keeping files in, usually in an office. 

filing clerk n GB = file clerk. 

Filipino [,fib'pi:nou] [pi Filipinos) n & adj: see 
Philippines. 

fill [fil] o vf -1. [glass, tank, bag] to make <a 
container full □ He filled the basin with water. 
-2. [building, area] to be in <a place> in large 
numbers or amounts so that there is little 
space left □ People filled the streets. -3. [crack, 

gap] to repair <a hole> by putting a sub¬ 
stance in it □ You'll need to have this tooth 
filled. -4. [post, position, role] to take <a job> □ 
The vacancy has now been filled. -5. [re¬ 

quirement, demand] to satisfy <a need> □ Tele¬ 
vision fills a gap in many people's lives, 
o vi to become full of something □ His eyes 
filled with tears. 
o tt to have had one's fill of sthg to be un¬ 
willing to do or experience sthg any more □ 
I've had my fill of political in-fighting. ■ to eat 
one's fill to eat as much food as one wants □ 
They sat down and ate their fill of roast meat and 
vegetables. 

♦ fill in o vt sep> -1. to fill sthg in [form, coupon, 

questionnaire] to complete sthg by writing in¬ 
formation in the spaces on it □ Fill in the form 
with your name and address. -2. to fill sb in to 
give sb more information about something □ 
/ filled him in on the situation. □ I'll fill you in later 
about what happens at the meeting, o vt fus to 
be filling in time GB to be doing something 
unimportant while one is waiting for some¬ 
thing more important, o vi to do somebody 
else’s job for a limited period of time □ She 
filled in for me when I was off sick. 

♦ fill out o vt sep [form, coupon, questionnaire] 

= fill in. o vi [person] to get fatter or more 
physically developed □ Sandy's certainly filled 
out since she was a teenager. 

♦ fill up o vt sep to fill sthg up [container, place] 

to make sthg completely full □ / filled the car 
up with gasoline, o vi [room, town] to become 
full □ The theater soon filled up with people. 

filled [fild] adj -1. to be filled with sthg [with a 

feeling, emotion] to be full of sthg □ He's still 
filled with resentment because of the divorce. 
-2. [roll, pastry] that has a different kind of 
food in the middle □ a doughnut filled with 
jam. 

filler [’fibr] n a substance for filling holes or 
cracks in walls, car bodies etc □ wood filler. 

fillet [US fi'lei, GB ’fibt] n -1. a piece of meat 
or fish to be eaten that contains no bones □ 
a fillet of pork/cod. -2. meat cut from near the 
ribs of a cow or the buttocks of other ani¬ 
mals and used in cooking □ fillet of beef. 

fillet steak « fillet of beef; a slice of this for 
grilling, frying etc. 

filling ffilig] o adj [meal, food] that makes a 
person feel full or satisfied when it is eaten 
□ / don't find salad very filling, on-1. [for a 

tooth] a small amount of a substance used to 
fill a hole in a tooth to stop it from decaying 

□ a gold filling. -2. [in a pie, cake, sandwich] any 
food put inside another kind of food □ a 
sponge with a chocolate filling. 

filling station n a place that sells gasoline 
and oil for vehicles. 

fillip 1‘filip] n a sudden or unexpected im¬ 
provement □ The move gave a much-needed fil¬ 
lip to the retail sector. 

filly ['fill] (pi fillies) n a young female horse. 

film [film] o « -1. cinema & tv a story, report 
etc in the form of moving pictures and 
usually with sound that is shown on a tele¬ 
vision or cinema screen □ a horror film □ They 
made a film about his life. □ a film critic. -2. 
photography a strip of plastic placed in a ca¬ 
mera for taking photographs on; a roll of 
this □ color film □ a roll of film. -3. cinema & tv 

a series of moving pictures that record an 
event, battle etc which can be shown on a 
television or cinema screen □ old film footage 
□ a film sequence. -4. [of powder, grease] a 
very thin layer of something that covers the 
surface of something else □ a film of dust/oil. 
o vf [scene, riot, discussion] to use a camera to 
take moving pictures of <sb/sthg> so that 
they can be shown on a television or cine¬ 
ma screen □ He was filmed leaving his house at 
2 a.m. 

o vi to make a movie □ / don't think you’ll be 
allowed to film on Brooklyn Bridge. 

filming ['filmig] n the activity of making a 
movie. 

film-maker n a person whose job is to make 
movies for television or the cinema. 

film star n an actor or actress who is famous 
for their appearances in movies. 

filmstrip ['filmstrip] « a piece of film with a 
series of pictures on it that are shown one 
after another as stills on a screen. 

Filofax™ ['faibfaeks] n a small book for writ¬ 
ing personal information such as appoint¬ 
ments and addresses in. 

filter ['filts1'] o « -1. [for coffee, air] a device for 
cleaning or removing unwanted particles 
from a liquid or gas that is passed through it 
□ a coffee/oil/air filter. -2. [on a camera, tele¬ 
scope] a piece of glass, used on a camera, 
telescope etc, that changes the quality or 
quantity of light that passes through it □ an 
orange filter □ a filter on a camera/lamp, o vt 
[coffee, water, air] to clean or remove un¬ 
wanted particles from <a liquid or gas> by 
passing it through a filter, o vi [people] to 
move somewhere gradually and in small 
numbers □ Delegates filtered into the confer¬ 
ence room from 9 o'clock onward. 

♦ filter out vt sep to filter sthg out [substance, 
gas, light] to remove sthg from a different 
substance, gas, or kind of light because one 
does not want it □ This device filters out the 
harmful ultraviolet rays. 

♦ filter through vi [news, information] to be¬ 
come known gradually or slowly □ News of 
the earthquake gradually filtered through to the 
world's media. 

filter coffee « a hot drink made by passing 
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boiling water through coffee beans that 
have been ground and placed in a filter, 

filter lane n GB a special lane for vehicles 
turning left or right. 

filter paper n paper used to filter liquids, 

filter-tipped f-'tipt] adj a filter-tipped cigarette 
a cigarette that has a small device attached 
to the end that reduces the amount of nico¬ 
tine and tar breathed in by the person who 
smokes it. 

filth [fil0] « -1. dirt that one finds very un¬ 
pleasant to look at, smell etc □ He was cov¬ 
ered in filth. -2. something such as words or 
pictures that people find offensive, particu¬ 
larly because it is connected with sex □ I'm 
not letting my children watch that filth! 

filthy f'filOi] (compar filthier, superl filthiest) adj 
-1. [shoes, clothes, room] very dirty □ His 
hands were absolutely filthy! -2. [joke, movie, 

magazine] that one thinks is offensive, espe¬ 
cially because of the way it shows or de¬ 
scribes sex □ You've got a filthy mind! 

filtration plant [fil'treifn-] n a place where 
water is cleaned before people use it. 

fin [fin] n -1. [on a fish, whale] any of the parts 
attached to the surface of a fish’s body that 
it uses for swimming □ a dorsal fin. -2. US [for 

one's feet] a rubber shoe shaped like a fish’s 
fin that is sometimes worn by swimmers, 
especially underwater □ a pair of fins. 

final [’fainl] o adj -1. [day, page, word] that 
comes at the end of a series of things □ 
She's in her final year at college. -2. [score, re¬ 

sult] that happens or exists at the end of 
something □ during the final stages of the war. 
-3. [decision, offer] that cannot be changed □ 
I'm leaving and that's final! o n the last part of 
a competition that decides who wins □ Hol¬ 
land is through to the final. 

♦ finals npl education -1. US the exams taken 
at the end of a semester. -2. GB the exams 
taken at the end of a university degree 
course □ When do you take or sit your finals? 

final demand n the last letter that a company 
sends to a customer to demand payment of 
a bill or invoice before legal action is taken, 

finale [US ffnaeli, GB -'naili] rt the last part of a 
piece of music, that is often impressive or 
exciting □ The concert ended in a grand finale. 

finalist ['fainlast] n a person who takes part in 
the final of a competition, 

finalize, -ise ['fainalaiz] vf [date, deal] to finish 
discussing or planning <sthg> by agreeing 
about it or by making it definite □ We need 
to finalize the arrangements for next month's con¬ 
ference. 

finally ['fainali] adv -1. after a long time, espe¬ 
cially after some difficulty or delay □ The de¬ 
livery finally came at three in the afternoon. -2. a 
word used to introduce the last point in a 
list of ideas, information etc □ Finally, I would 
like to speak about our plans for the fu¬ 
ture. 

finance [ti US fs'nsens, GB 'fainaens, vb US fa'naens, 
GB fai'neens] o n -1. the money that makes 
a project, development, or deal possible □ 

The city government had to raise extra finance. 
-2. the management of money in a company, 
organization, or government □ the finance de¬ 
partment □ the Finance Minister, o vt [project, 
development, deal] to provide money for 
<sthg> □ Construction of the dam was financed 
by an IMF loan. 

♦ finances npl the amount of money that a 
person, company etc has; the way this mon¬ 
ey is organized □ / need to check my finances 
first. □ / leave the finances to Sara. 

financial [fs'naenfl] adj [security, difficulties, suc¬ 
cess] that involves or is connected with 
money □ Frankfurt is a major financial center. □ 
I'm having financial problems. 

financial adviser « a person or company that 
gives advice to clients on how to manage or 
invest their money. 

financially [fs'naenfli] odv [stable, secure] see 
financial □ Financially, they're not doing very 
well. □ The project simply isn't financially viable. 

financial services npl a selection of services 
provided by banks, insurance companies, etc 
to help people or companies with financial 
matters such as pensions and insurance. 

financial year «gb = fiscal year. 

financier [US .finan'sir, GB fai'naensis] « a per¬ 
son who provides large sums of money for 
projects, new businesses etc. 

finch [fintf] n a small songbird with a short 
wide beak. 

find [faind] {pt & pp found) o vt -1. [missing 
person, object] to discover by chance or by 
searching <sb/sthg that was lost, missing, or 
not known> □ The police eventually found the 
man they were looking for. □ / found a note 
pinned on the door. • to find one's way to go 
somewhere, especially without directions 
from somebody else □ / found my way to the 
hotel. -2. [time, money, job] to get or discover 
<sb/sthg that one needs> □ Have you found 
anywhere to live yet? □ When are you going to 
find a wife? -3. to find (that)... to discover or 
realize that something is true or has hap¬ 
pened □ When did you find (that) your purse was 
missing? □ It pays to be honest with people, I al¬ 
ways find. -4. to find sb/sthg attractive/useful 
etc to think that sb/sthg is attractive/useful 
etc □ How do you find Tokyo? □ / found her very 
interesting to talk to. □ / find it impossible to be 
angry with him. -5. to be found somewhere to 
exist somewhere □ The plant is found through¬ 
out the southern hemisphere. -6. law to be 
found guilty/not guilty of sthg to be judged 
guilty/not guilty of sthg in a court of law. 

o n something or somebody that is found, 
especially by chance, and that is interesting, 
useful, or valuable □ Thai restaurant was a real 
find! 

♦ find out o vt fus -1. to find out sthg [fact, in¬ 
formation] to discover sthg, especially by ask¬ 
ing people about it □ Did you manage to. find 
out their address? □ Find out who did it! -2. to 
find out sthg [truth, reason] to learn or get to 
know sthg □ / wonder if we'll ever find out what 
really happened to them, o vi: I'll try and find 
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out. o vt sep to find sb out to discover that 
<sb> is dishonest □ One day he'll be found out 

findings ['faindigz] npl the important informa¬ 
tion collected by a report, study, or investi¬ 
gation, or the conclusions drawn from this □ 
The Commission will publish its findings in the 
autumn. 

fine [fam] o ad/ -1. [person, work, example] that 
one admires □ It s a fine building. □ The house 
is a fine example of late 18th-century architecture. 
-2. [arrangement, agreement] that one thinks is 
completely satisfactory □ That's fine by me. □ 
I'm sure it'll be fine if you're a little late. -3. to be 
fine [person] to feel well or happy □ "How are 
you?" — "Fine, thanks." □ “Are you feeling bet¬ 
ter?" — “Yes, I'm fine now, thank you." -4. 
[weather, day] sunny and dry □ It's turned out 
fine again. -5. [hair, point, tip] that is very thin 
and delicate □ The surface is coated with a fine 
layer of silver. -6. [powder, sand, rain] that is 
light and made up of very small parts □ The 
water comes out in a fine spray. -7. [adjustment, 
distinction, detail] that is small, exact, and not 
obvious □ I'll need to explain some of the finer 
points to you. 

o adv very well □ Everything went fine. 
On a sum of money that somebody must 
pay as a punishment, usually because they 
have broken the law □ He got a parking fine. 
o vf to make <sb> pay a fine □ They were 
fined $2,000 for criminal damage. 

fine arts npl forms of art such as painting and 
sculpture in which objects are produced not 
for any practical function but simply to be 
appreciated for their beauty. 

finely [’farnli] adv -1. [slice, cut] into small 
pieces; [grind] into powder form □ finely 
chopped onions. -2. [judge, time] delicately and 
accurately □ a delicate, finely formed face □ a 
finely tuned engine. ■ finely balanced evenly 
balanced □ a finely balanced competition. 

finery ['fainari] n clothing or jewelry that is 
impressive and usually only worn on special 
occasions. 

finesse [fi'nes] n skill and elegance. 

fine-tooth comb n to go over sthg with a 
fine-tooth comb to examine sthg very care¬ 
fully. 

fine-tune vt [engine, system, method] to make 
very small changes to <sthg> so that it 
works as well as possible. 

finger ['figgar] o « one of the five movable 
parts at the end of one’s hand □ He pointed at 
me with his finger. □ I've cut my finger. ■ to 
keep one's fingers crossed to hope that one 
will be lucky and that something will hap¬ 
pen in the way one wants □ / should be al¬ 
right, fingers crossed! ■ she didn't lay a finger 
on him she didn’t touch or hurt him in any 
way (informal use). ■ he didn't lift a finger to 
help he made no effort to help at all (infor¬ 
mal use). ■ to point a or the finger at sb to ac¬ 
cuse sb of something □ Don't point the finger 
at me! ■ to put one's finger on sthg [on a prob¬ 

lem, feeling, the reason] to recognize and 
point out sthg □ Yes, exactly, you've put your 
finger on it. □ / can't quite put my finger on it. ■ 

to twist sb around one's little finger to be 
able to get sb to do exactly what one wants, 
especially because they like one a lot. 
o vt to touch <sthg> using one’s fingers □ 
She fingered the soft fabric enviously. 

fingermark ['figgarma:rk] « a mark caused by 
a finger touching the surface of something, 

fingernail ['figgatieil] n the hard part at the 
end of a finger that can grow long if it is not 
cut. 

fingerprint [’fir)garprint] n the mark made by 
the lines on the skin at the end of a finger. 
It can be used by the police to identify peo¬ 
ple o The police took his fingerprints. 

fingertip ['firjga’tip] « the end of a finger. ■ to 
have sthg at one's fingertips [information, 
knowledge] to know sthg very well and be 
able to answer questions about it quickly, 

finicky [’finiki] adj [person] who is very fussy 
about unimportant details (disapproving use) 
□ Jake is very finicky about his food. 

finish [‘finif] o vf -1. [book, work] to reach the 
end of <sthg> □ They finished filming last 
week. □ When do you finish college? -2. [food, 
drink, cigarette] to use up the last part of 
<sthg> □ We finished the rest of the ice-cream, 
o vi -1. [work, movie, party] to come to an 
end □ My contract finishes early next year. -2. 
[person] to reach the end of something □ / 
can't believe you still haven't finished. -3. [horse, 
runner] to be in a particular position at the 
end of a race or competition □ "Where did 
you finish?"— "Fifth." 
on-1. [of a race] the end or last part of 
something □ It was a harrowing experience from 
start to finish. -2. the quality of a surface that 
has been painted, polished, glazed etc □ We 
used a gloss finish on the woodwork. 

♦ finish off vf sep -1. to finish sthg off [task, re¬ 

port, letter] to complete the last part of sthg □ 
Can you finish that off now, please? -2. to finish 
sthg off [food, drink, cigarette] to finish sthg □ 
I'm afraid I finished off the last of the chocolate 
mousse. 

♦ finish up vi to be in a particular state, 
situation, or place at the end of something □ 
If you're not careful, you'll finish up in hospital! 

♦ finish with vf fus to finish with sb [one's boy¬ 

friend, girlfriend] to end a relationship with sb. 

finished [‘fimjt] adj -1. [job, task] completely 
done; [activity, situation] ended □ I'm glad that's 
finished. -2. to be finished [person] to have 
stopped doing a particular task or activity □ 
When do you think you'll be finished? -3. to be 
finished with sthg to be no longer using sthg 
or interested in sthg □ Have you finished with 
the screwdriver? □ I'm finished with college. 
-4. to be finished [person] to be no longer im¬ 
portant, successful, useful etc (informal use) □ 
Dubinsky is finished as a politician. 

finishing school ['finijig-l « a private school 
where girls from wealthy families are sent 
to complete their education and learn the 
skills needed for socializing and entertain¬ 
ing. 

finish line us, finishing line gb n the part of 
a racecourse or track that the competitors 
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try to be the first to cross at the end of a 
race in order to win □ Sanchez was the first to 
cross the finish line. 

finite ['fainait] adj -1. [number, possibilities] lim¬ 
ited (formal use) □ Unfortunately, we only have a 
finite amount of resources. -2. grammar [verb] in 
a form that shows a particular tense or sub¬ 
ject, rather than being an infinitive or parti¬ 
ciple. 

Finland [’finlsnd] a country in northern Europe, 
on the Baltic Sea, between Sweden and Russia. 
size: 338,000 sq kms. population: 5,100,000 
{Finns), capital: Helsinki, language: Finnish, 
Swedish, currency: markka. 

Finn [fin] « a person who lives in or comes 
from Finland. 

Finn [fin], Huckleberry a character in Mark 
Twain’s novels The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn and Tom Sawyer. He has many adven¬ 
tures on the Mississippi River with his 
friend Jim, a runaway slave. 

Finnish ['finij] o adj-. see Finland, o npl the 
Finnish the people of Finland, o n the lan¬ 
guage spoken in Finland. 

fiord [fi'o:rd] h = fjord. 

fir [f3ir] n an evergreen tree that grows espe¬ 
cially in cold countries and has thin sharp 
leaves and brown cones. 

fire l'fai3r] o n -1. hot, bright, yellow or or¬ 
ange flames that are produced by something 
that is burning; these flames when they are 
out of control and causing damage □ The 
building was destroyed by fire. □ There were fires 
throughout the city. □ a forest fire. ■ to be on 
fire to be burning with flames o By now, all 
his clothes were on fire. ■ to catch fire to start 
to bum with flames, especially by accident □ 
The whole building caught fire, m to set fire to 
sthg to make sthg start burning □ / set fire to 
the bedding by accident. -2. [in a fireplace, at a 

camp] a pile of coal, wood etc that is being 
burnt to keep a room warm or to cook food 
□ They sat by the fire to keep warm. □ a wood/ 
log/coal fire. -3. GB a device that uses electric¬ 
ity or gas to keep a place warm □ I'll put the 
fire on. -4. [from a gun] shots from a gun □ Our 
troops came under fire, m to open fire to start 
shooting at somebody □ The police suddenly 
opened fire on the demonstrators, 
o vt -1. [person] to use <a weapon> and 
make it shoot bullets, ammunition etc; 
Jweapon] to shoot <bullets, missiles> etc □ A 
number of shots were fired. -2. to direct ques¬ 
tions, accusations> etc at somebody very 
quickly, especially in order to confuse them 
or make them admit to something □ Two of¬ 
ficers kept firing questions at the prisoner. -3. 
[employee, staff] to tell <sb> to leave their 
job, especially because they have done 
something wrong (informal use) □ Scott was 
fired from ADN Inc. in 1978. □ You're fired! 
o vi to fire a gun at somebody □ He gave the 
order to fire on or at the protesters. 

fire alarm n a device that makes a loud noise, 
e.g. by ringing a bell, to warn people when 
there is a fire. 

firearm ['faisraibn] n a small gun such as a 

pistol or revolver □ the illegal possession of 
firearms □ He was charged with several firearms 

offenses. 

fireball ['fai3rbo:l] n a round mass of fire, espe¬ 
cially one at the center of a very big explo¬ 

sion. 
firebomb ['faiorbnm] o n a bomb that bums 

after exploding, o vf to attack <a building> 
using a firebomb. 

firebreak ['fai3rbreik] n a ditch or an area of 
land that has been cleared of trees and that 
stops fires spreading in a forest or wood, 

fire brigade n GB = fire department, 

fire chief US, fire master GB « the most im¬ 
portant officer of a fire department, 

firecracker ['fai3rkraek3r] n a firework that 
makes several loud exploding noises, 

fire-damaged ['daemid3d] adj [product, stock] 
that has been damaged by a fire and is 
therefore sold at a reduced price, 

fire department us, fire brigade gb n the 
emergency service that people call when 
there is a fire or somebody is trapped some¬ 
where. 

fire door n a strong door in a building that is 
kept closed to stop a fire from spreading 
quickly through the building, 

fire drill n an exercise in a school or work¬ 
place to practice what to do if there is a fire, 

fire-eater n an entertainer who does danger¬ 
ous tricks with fire, such as putting burning 
torches in their mouth. 

fire engine n a special large vehicle that is 
used to carry firemen and their equipment 
for putting out fires. 

fire escape n a metal staircase on the outside 
of a building that people can use to escape 
down if there is a fire inside, 

fire extinguisher n a metal cylinder contain¬ 
ing a special powder or liquid that is 
sprayed onto a fire to put it out. 

fire fighter n a person who is involved in 
controlling or putting out fires, especially as 
part of their job. 

fireguard ['fai3rga:rd] n a wire screen that is 
placed in front of a fireplace when the fire is 
burning, to prevent accidents, 

fire hazard n something that could cause a 
fire or be dangerous if there is a fire, 

fire hydrant n a pipe next to a street that 
provides water that the fire department can 
use to put out a fire. 

firelight [’faisflait] n the firelight the light that 
comes from a burning fire □ / could see his 
face in the firelight. 

firelighter ['fai3rlait3r] n a piece of a substance 
that bums easily and is used to help to light 
a fire. 

fireman ['fai3rm3n] {pi firemen [-man]) n a per¬ 
son whose job is to put out fires. 

fire master n gb = fire chief. 

fireplace ['fai3rpleis] n the space in the wall of 
a room that leads to the chimney and where 
a wood or coal fire can be lit. 
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fireplug « US = fire hydrant. 

firepower ['fai3rpau3r] n the amount of weap¬ 
ons such as guns and missiles that a person, 
army, or country is able to use against other 
people □ NATO now has enough firepower in 
the region to back up its threats. 

fireproof l'fai3rpru:f] adj [clothing, door] that 
cannot be easily damaged by fire. 

fire regulations npl official rules that are used 
to try and prevent fires, especially in public 
places. 

fire service n GB = fire department. 

fireside ['fai3rsaid] n by the fireside near the 
fire in a room. 

fire station n a building where fire fighters 
and their vehicles are based. 

firewood ['faia'wod] tt wood that is used for 
burning on a fire. 

firework ['fai3rw3:rk] n an object that contains 
an explosive and other chemicals and is 
used to entertain people. When it is lit it ex¬ 
plodes or spins around, making colorful 
sparks and loud bangs □ a firework display □ 
Kids were letting off fireworks in the street. 

♦ fireworks npl an angry reaction to some¬ 
thing (informal use). 

firing ['faiang] n military the shooting of guns 
□ We could hear firing outside. 

firing squad n a group of soldiers ordered to 
shoot and kill somebody, usually as punish¬ 
ment for a crime. 

firm [f3:rm] o adj -1. [fruit, soil, body] that is not 
very soft but is not completely hard either □ 
a firm mattress. -2. [foundation, foothold] that is 
secure and does not move easily □ Make sure 
the ladder is firm. -3. [handshake, pressure) that 
is strong and forceful; [discipline, rule) that is 
strict □ His grip was firm. □ I've always been 
very firm with my kids. ■ to stand firm to refuse 
to change one’s mind about something de¬ 
spite pressure □ She intends to stand firm on 
this issue. -4. [answer, denial, agreement! defi¬ 
nite; [belief, decision] that will not change □ 
There is no firm evidence to back up the charge. 
□ They remain firm friends. -5. finance [invest¬ 
ment, trade] that does not lose its value □ The 
franc stayed firm against the dollar. □ Prices re¬ 
mained firm. 
o n business a company, especially a small 
one □ a firm of accountants □ an advertising firm. 

♦ firm up o vt sep -1. to firm sthg up [body, 
muscle) to make sthg firm through exercise □ 
Running is a good way to firm up your leg mus¬ 
cles. -2. to firm sthg up [agreement, deal] to 
make sthg definite □ These are just rough plans 
and need to be firmed up. o vi [trade, invest¬ 
ment] to become firm □ Prices are firming up. 

firmly ['f3:rmli] adv [hold, press, believe] see firm 
□ He firmly denies any involvement. □ She has 
very firmly held beliefs. 

firmness ['f3:rmn3s] n: see firm □ / was surprised 
by the firmness of her handshake. 

first [f3:rst] o adj 1st, number 1 in a series □ 
Take the first turning on the left. □ the first time 
we met. ■ first thing at the beginning of a 
particular period of time □ It will be delivered 

first thing tomorrow morning, m first things first 
a phrase used to introduce the most impor¬ 
tant things that have to be dealt with before 
anything else □ First things first: let's talk about 
salary. • I don't know the first thing about it I 
don’t know anything about it □ / don't know 
the first thing about cooking, n Henry the First 
the first king of a particular country to be 
called Henry. 

° adv -1. before anybody or anything else □ 
/ saw it first! □ He came first in the boat race/ 
French exam. □ She always puts her family/career 
first. -2. first (of all) a phrase used to intro¬ 
duce the first point in a speech or argument 
□ First of all I'd like to say thank you to everyone, 
o n -1. [person] the person or group of peo¬ 
ple before all others □ They were the first to 
realize the full potential of the discovery. -2. day 
one of a particular month □ / was bom on 
May first US OR on the first of May GB. □ The 
meeting is on the first. -3. [event] something 
that has never happened before □ That's a no¬ 
table first for Australia. -4. auto the gear that 
one puts a vehicle in to start it moving □ / 
drove off in first. -5. GB & AUS education a 
first-class degree □ She has a first in engineer¬ 
ing from Durham University. 

♦ at first adv a phrase used to describe the 
way that something is at the beginning of a 
particular time, situation, or event, before it 
changes □ It will be cloudy at first, with sunny 
spells later on. □ At first I thought he was her 
boss. □ He was a little nervous at first. 

♦ (at) first hand adv a phrase used to de¬ 
scribe a way of learning about something by 
seeing or experiencing it directly, rather 
than by hearing or reading other people’s 
reports □ It's important to see these things (at) 
first hand. 

first aid n the treatment that is given to 
somebody immediately after an accident or 
sudden attack of illness, and that can often 
help to save that person’s life □ He was 
given first aid by the roadside. □ first-aid treat¬ 
ment. 

first-aid kit « a box containing bandages, 
band aids, antiseptic cream etc for treating 
minor injuries. 

First Amendment « the First Amendment an 
article of the US Bill of Rights that gives 
Americans freedom of speech and the right 
to have public meetings and to choose their 
own religion. 

W FIRST AMENDMENT 
The First Amendment is considered very im¬ 
portant by US citizens, who see it as a guar¬ 
antee of their personal freedoms: freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, freedom of the 
press, and freedom to hold public meetings. 
Added to the US Constitution in 1791 as 
part of the Bill of Rights, it is often re¬ 
examined in US courts. For example, when 
journalists or political activists are accused 
of breaking the law, the courts must decide 
what free speech is, and when it is being 
abused. 
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first-class o adj -1. [meal, performance] of the 
highest quality □ The service here is always 
first-class. -2. [ticket, compartment] that is the 
most expensive and provides most comfort 
□ First-class passengers are offered a free glass 
of champagne. ■ a first-class stamp a stamp 
that is more expensive and guarantees a 
quicker service □ Send it by first-class mail. 
-3. GB & AUS education a first-class degree a 
university degree of the highest standard 
that can be achieved, o adv: If you send it 
first-class, it should get there tomorrow. □ We 
traveled first-class. 

first course n a small portion of food that is 
eaten at the start of a meal, 

first cousin n the son or daughter of one’s 
uncle and aunt. 

first-day cover n a card or envelope with a 
set of special stamps on it that is stamped 
by the post office with the date of issue of 
the stamps. 

first-degree adj -1. medicine a first-degree burn 
the least serious type of bum. -2. US law 
first-degree murder murder that is committed 
deliberately. 

First Family n the First Family the family of the 
president of a country, especially the USA. 

first floor n -1. US the part of a building that 
is at ground level □ She lives on the first floor. 
□ a first-floor apartment. -2. GB the first level of 
a building that is above ground level □ / live 
on the first floor. □ a first-floor flat. 

first gear n auto = first. 

firsthand [1f3:rst'haend] o adj [information, knowl¬ 
edge] that somebody gets directly, rather 
than from reports by other people □ Having 
lived in China, Clayton has firsthand experience of 
life there, o adv [learn, hear, see] / like to find 
out things for myself firsthand. 

First Lady « the First Lady the wife of the 
president of a country, especially the USA. 

first language n the language that one 
learned as a child before any other language 
and that one speaks most easily □ My first 
language is Dutch. 

first lieutenant n an officer below the rank of 
captain in the US army, air force, or marine 
corps. 

firstly l'f3:rstli] adv a word used to introduce 
the first point in a list of subjects, reasons, 
pieces of information etc □ Firstly, let me wel¬ 
come you all here. □ Firstly I don't have the mon¬ 
ey, and secondly I'm too tired. 

first mate n sailing a member of a ship’s 
crew, next in rank below the captain, 

first name n the name that is not one’s fami¬ 
ly name, but the one used by friends, fami¬ 
ly, and other people one knows fairly well a 

Surname: Rossi; first name: Paola. 

♦ first-name adj to be on a first-name basis US 
or on first-name terms with sb to know sb 
well enough to call them by their first name 
□ Well, I'm hardly on a first-name basis with her, 
am I? 

first night n the first public performance of a 

play, show, musical etc □ Did you go to the 
first night of La Traviata? 

first offender n law a person found guilty of 
a crime for the first time, 

first officer « = first mate, 

first-past-the-post system » GB a system 
that gives a political party representation in 
parliament for each local election it wins, 
rather than in proportion to the percentage 
of votes it receives in the country as a 
whole. 

first-rate adj [performance, player] that one 
thinks is extremely good □ The doctors did a 
first-rate job on my knee. 

first refusal n to give sb first refusal GB to let 
sb decide whether they want to buy some¬ 
thing before one sells it to somebody else □ 
They said they'd give us first refusal on the 
house. 

first-time buyer n a person who is buying a 
house or apartment for the first time. 

First World War ti the First World War the 
war that took place mainly in Europe and 
the Middle East between 1914 and 1918. 

fir tree n = fir. 
fiscal ['fiski] adj [control, policy, measure] that is 

connected with the public money controlled 
by a government, especially money from 
taxes. 

fiscal year « US the period of twelve months 
over which a company, government etc 
plans its calculations of profits, taxes, and 
budgets. 

W FISCAL YEAR 
The fiscal year in the USA is from April 16 
to April 15. In Britain it is from April 6 to 
April 5, and in Australia it is from July 1 to 
June 30. 

fish [fij] (ft fish) o n an animal that lives in 
water only and uses its tail and fins to 
swim; this animal eaten as food □ / caught 
two fish. □ He didn't catch much fish. □ Do you 
eat fish? □ a fish bone, o vi -1. to try to catch 
fish in a sea, river, lake etc □ He is fishing for 
trout. -2. to fish for sthg [for compliments, infor¬ 
mation] to try to get sthg without asking for 
it directly □ Stop fishing for compliments! o vt 
[river, lake] to fish in <an area of water>. 

♦ fish out vt sep to fish sthg out to find and 
take sthg from a place (informal use) □ She 
fished her keys out of her bag. 

fish and chips « a popular traditional British 
meal of fried fish and potatoes, often bought 
at a fast-food restaurant and wrapped in pa¬ 
per. 

fish and chip shop « GB a takeout restaurant 
that sells fish and chips, 

fishbowl ['fijbool] n a glass bowl in which 
fish are kept as pets. 

fishcake ['fijkeik] n a small, round, flat cake 
made of fish and mashed potatoes covered 
in breadcrumbs, which is fried or grilled, 

fisherman f'fiJVman] (pi fishermen [-man]) n a 
person who catches fish as a job or sport. 
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fishery ['fifari] (pi fisheries) n an area of the 
sea used by the fishermen of a particular re¬ 
gion or country to catch fish for selling, 

fish-eye lens n a camera lens that makes it 
possible to photograph a wide space and 
that makes everything in the photograph 
look curved. 

fish farm « an enclosed area of water for 
breeding fish that are sold as food, 

fish fingers npl gb = fish sticks, 

fishhook ['fifhuk] n the hook at the end of a 
fishing line, used for catching fish, 

fishing ['fifirfi n the activity of trying to catch 
fish as a job, sport, or pastime □ Why don't 
we go fishing? □ a fishing fleet □ the fishing in¬ 
dustry. 

fishing boat n a boat used for catching fish 
in, especially in order to sell them, 

fishing line n a long piece of cord attached to 
a rod, with a hook at the end that is used 
for catching fish. 

fishing rod n a long thin pole with a fishing 
line attached to it, used for catching fish, 

fishmonger ['fiJmAggaq n a person who 
works in a store that sells fresh fish. ■ a fish¬ 
monger's (shop) GB a store that sells fresh 
fish. 

fishnet ffijnet] tt -1. a net used for catching 
fish. -2. fishnet stockings stockings made of 
threads that cross over each other to form 
holes. 

fish pond n a pond in a garden that has fish 
in it. 

fish slice « GB a kitchen tool with a long han¬ 
dle attached to a flat wide section with 
holes in it. 

fish sticks US, fish fingers GB npl short, nar¬ 
row, flat pieces of fish in breadcrumbs or 
batter that are fried or grilled, 

fish tank n a tank in which fish are kept, e.g. 
as pets. 

fishwife ['fijwaif] (pi fishwives [-waivz]) n a 
word used to refer to a, woman who is loud, 
uses vulgar language, and is often bad- 
tempered (disapproving use), 

fishy ['fifi] (compar fishier, super! fishiest) adj 
-1. (smell, taste] that is like fish □ It had a fun¬ 
ny fishy smell. -2. [story, excuse] that seems 
dishonest or untrue and makes one suspi¬ 
cious (informal use) □ There's something very 
fishy about all this. 

fission f'fijn] n physics the scientific process of 
splitting an atom in order to produce nu¬ 
clear energy □ atomic/nuclear fission. 

fissure ['fijV] n a deep crack in a rock or the 
earth’s surface. 

fist [fist] n one’s hand when it is tightly 
closed □ a clenched fist. 

fit [fit] (US pi & pp fitted or fit, cont fitting, GB 
pt & pp fitted, cont fitting) o adj -1. [person, 

building, equipment] good enough or suitable 
for a particular use or purpose □ This place 
isn't fit for human habitation. □ He's not fit to 
marry my daughter. □ Is he fit to rule? ■ to see 
or think fit to think that something is right 

or necessary □ She apparently didn't see fit to 
inform us. □ You must do as you think fit. 
-2. [person] who is in good physical condi¬ 
tion, usually because they have regular exer¬ 
cise □ / keep fit by cycling to work. 

On-1. [of clothes, shoes] the way that some¬ 
thing looks or feels because of its size in re¬ 
lation to somebody or something □ The dress 
is not a very good fit. □ These shoes are a tight 
fit. -2. to have a fit medicine to suffer an at¬ 
tack of epilepsy; to become very angry (in¬ 
formal use) □ He'll have an absolute fit when he 
finds out. -3. [of rage, laughter, panic] a short 
intense period of activity or feeling that is 
difficult to control □ She broke the vase in a fit 
of temper. □ a coughing fit. ■ in fits and starts 
with short irregular periods of activity □ / 
worked on the book in fits and starts while the 
kids were little. □ The rain came in fits and starts 
throughout the day. 

o vf -1. to be the right size and shape for 
<sb> □ It doesn't fit me any more. -2. to fit 
sthg into sthg to place sthg in sthg else so 
that it is in the correct position □ You fit the 
shelf bracket into this slot here. -3. [device, 
equipment] to put <sthg> in a particular 
place or position, so that it can work; to 
provide <sthg> with a piece of equipment 
or an extra part □ Fitting locks on all the win¬ 
dows would help. □ It comes fitted with speak¬ 
ers. -4. [occasion] to be suitable for <sthg>; 
[description, requirement] to match <sthg> o 
The punishment should fit the crime. □ He fits the 
description of the man the police want to inter¬ 
view. -5. to be fitted for an item of clothing to 
try on an item of clothing to see if any 
changes need to be made □ I'm being fitted for 
a new suit. 

o vi -1. [shoe, dress] to be the right size and 
shape for somebody or something □ It fits 
perfectly. □ This shirt/lid doesn't fit properly. 
-2. to be designed and shaped to be put in a 
particular place □ The steamer fits over the pan 
like this. -3. to be the right size or shape to 
go in a particular place □ The books won't all 
fit into one box. 

♦ fit in o vt sep to fit sthg/sb in to find time 
to do sthg/see sb even though one has a lot 
of other things to do □ / just don't know how 
she fits it all in. □ / can fit you in on Tuesday, 
o vi -1. [person] to be accepted by a group of 
people because one has the same behavior, 
appearance, or attitudes □ At college he never 
seemed to fit in with the other students. -2. to 
fit in with sthg to happen at the same time 
as sthg else without causing problems □ That 
doesn't really fit in with my plans. 

♦ fit out vt sep to fit sb/sthg out [ship, person] 
to provide sb/sthg with all the equipment or 
things that they need □ They were fitted out 
with new clothes. 

♦ fit together o vt sep to fit sthg together to 
join various pieces together to make sthg □ 
How do you fit this bed together? o vi it all fits 
together everything is clear and makes 
sense. 

fitful ['fitfl] adj fitful sleep sleep that is inter- 
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rupted and not continuous □ Finally, Karen fell 
Into a fitful sleep. 

fitment f'fitmant] « GB a piece of furniture, es¬ 
pecially a cabinet, that is designed to fit in a 
particular place. 

fitness ['fitnas] n [of an athlete, candidate, 

phrase] see fit □ a health and fitness club. 

fitted f'fitad] adj -1. to be fitted for sthg [for a 

job, environment] to be suited to sthg. -2. 
[skirt, suit, jacket] that is cut in order to fit 
somebody exacdy. -3. GB [cupboard, wardrobe] 

that is designed for a particular space and 
fixed in place □ fitted shelves. 

fitted carpet n GB a carpet that is cut to cover 
the floor of a room exactly and is fixed in 
place. 

fitted kitchen « GB a kitchen in which the 
cupboards are fixed in place and match each 
other. 

fitted sheet n a sheet that is made with elas¬ 
ticated comers to fit a mattress tighdy. 

fitter t'fitad n GB a person whose job is to in¬ 
stall or put particular machinery or equip¬ 
ment together for use □ a shop-/carpet-fitter. 

fitting f'fitig] o adj [end, tribute] right and suit¬ 
able (formal use) □ It is fitting that such a great 
musician should be remembered in this way. o n 
-1. [on a machine] a small part attached to a 
piece of equipment or furniture □ a light fit¬ 
ting. -2. [with a tailor] an appointment that 
somebody arranges with a tailor so that 
they can be measured for new clothes a 

She's gone for a fitting for her wedding dress. 
♦ fittings npl GB the parts in a building that 

are fixed in place but that can be removed 
when people move out of it, e.g. radiators 
or shelves. 

fitting room n a small room in a store where 
one can try on clothes before deciding 
whether to buy them. 

Fitzgerald [fits'd3erald], F. Scott (1896-1940) 
a US novelist who described fashionable life 
in the 1920s. His best-known work is The 
Great Gatshy. 

five [faiv] On-1. the number 5 □ Two and three 
are five. ■ Meet me at five meet me at five 
o'clock. -2. the age of 5 years □ Most children 
start school at Ithe age of) five. -3. a person or 
object represented by the number 5 □ A 
great goal by City's number five... □ I'm waiting 
for a number five (bus), o adj-. I'll be back in five 
minutes. □ It weighs five kilos. □ a five-door car. 
o pron: There are five (of them). 

five-and-ten n a five-and-ten (cent store) a sto¬ 
re that sells a large selection of inexpensive 
goods. 

five-day week n a week in which one works 
five days, usually Monday through Friday □ 
We work a five-day week. 

Five Nations n the Five Nations a political un¬ 
ion of five Iroquois peoples. 

fiver ['farv3r| « (informal use) -1. US five dollars; 
a five-dollar bill. -2. GB five pounds; a five- 
pound bill. 

five-star adj a five-star hotel/restaurant etc a 
hotel/restuarant etc of the highest quality. 

fix [fiks] o vr -1. to fix sthg to sthg [sign, mirror] 

to attach sthg to sthg else so that it does 
not move □ The picture had been fixed to the 
wall with screws. -2. to fix sthg on sb/sthg 
[one's mind, attention, eyes] to concentrate 
sthg on sb/sthg □ Try to fix your attention on 
the job in hand. -3. [price, quota] to agree or de¬ 
cide <sthg>; [date, time] to arrange <sthg> 
for a future event □ We need to fix a pass mark 
for the test. □ Could you fix it for me to fly direct? 
-4. [car, photocopier] to repair <sthg>; [prob¬ 

lem] to solve <sthg> □ Hasn't the computer 
been fixed yet? □ They sent somebody to fix the 
phone. □ / had a problem with my car, but it's 
been fixed. -5. [vote, trial, race] to arrange the 
result of <sthg>, often illegally, so that one 
gets the result one wants (informal use) □ 
Claims that the electoral results were fixed have 
been denied. -6. US [breakfast, dinner, cocktail] 

to prepare <a meal or drink> □ Can I fix you a 
drink? 
o n -1. to be in a fix to be in a difficult situa¬ 
tion, especially one that is hard to get out of 
(informal use) □ How did you get yourself into 
such a fix? -2. [of a drug] an amount of an il¬ 
legal drug that is taken (drugs slang). 

♦ fix up vf sep -1. to fix sb up to arrange for 
sb to have something □ He kindly fixed me up 
with a bed for the night. -2. to fix sthg up [vaca¬ 

tion, visit, meeting] to make all the arrange¬ 
ments for sthg to happen □ The conference or¬ 
ganizer fixed up a tour of the city. 

fixation [fik'seijn] n an unhealthy or unrea¬ 
sonable interest in somebody or something 
□ He's got a real fixation about her. 

fixed [fikst] adj -1. [sign, mirror] that stays per¬ 
manently in one position and cannot be 
moved □ There was a bulletin board fixed above 
the desk. -2. [charge, price] that is always the 
same; [idea, belief] that never changes, even if 
it is wrong or unreasonable □ a fixed-price 
meal □ a fixed-rate mortgage □ Lawyers tend to 
have fixed ideas about what their clients want. 
-3. [smile] that lasts longer than normal and 
seems insincere; [stare, glare] that lasts a long 
time □ He had a fixed expression on his face. 

fixed assets npl property that is owned and 
used by a company but cannot be sold, e.g. 
buildings and machinery. 

fixed costs npl costs involved in running a 
business that do not change. 

fixture ['fikstJV] n -1. [in a building] an object in 
a building, e.g. a light switch or sink, that is 
not removed when people move out. -2. [in 

a place] a person or thing that is always in a 
particular place □ Bob's photography equipment 
has become a permanent fixture in the bathroom. 
-3. sport a regular event that is arranged for 
a particular date. 

fizz [fiz] o vi -1. [lemonade, champagne] to pro¬ 
duce a lot of small bubbles. -2. [firework] to 
give off a lot of small sparks, o « the bub¬ 
bles in a drink that make a sound. 

fizzle ffizl] ♦ fizzle out vi [fire, firework] to 
stop burning gradually so that no more 
noise is made; [interest, enthusiasm, fun] to be¬ 
come less strong or intense; [party] to be- 
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come less lively □ Interest in the case slowly 
fizzled out over the following weeks. 

fizzy ['fizi] (com par fizzier, superl fizziest) adj 
[drink] that has a lot of small bubbles in it □ 
fizzy mineral water. 

fjord [fi'o:rd] n a part of a coast, especially in 
Norway, where there is a steep cliff on both 
sides of a narrow area of sea. 

FL abbr of Florida. 

flab [flaeb] n unwanted fat on a person’s body 
□ I'm desperate to get rid of some of this flab. 

flabbergasted [US 'flaebrgaistad, GB 'flseba- 
gaistad] adj to be flabbergasted to be very 
surprised and not know what to say or do 
(informal use) □ / was flabbergasted when I heard 
they were getting married. 

flabby [’flaebi] (compar flabbier, super! flabbiest) 
adj [person, stomach] that has flab □ It's easy 
to get flabby if you don't take regular exercise. 

flaccid ['flaesid] adj [part of the body] that is soft 
when it should be hard and firm □ flaccid 
muscles. 

flag [flaeg] (pt & pp flagged, cont flagging) o n 
a piece of cloth attached to a pole that 
usually has a printed design or symbol to in¬ 
dicate a particular country, organization etc 
□ the Japanese flag, o vi [person] to start to 
become tired, usually after a long time; [in¬ 

terest, enthusiasm, conversation] to become 
less lively □ After the tour of the city, everybody 
was starting to flag. □ Games are useful if the 
party starts to flag. 

♦ flag down vt sep to flag sb/sthg down [driv¬ 

er, car, taxi] to ask sb/sthg to stop by waving 
one’s arm at them □ Try flagging down a pass¬ 
ing motorist. 

♦ flag up vt sep to flag sthg up [problem, diffi¬ 

culty] to draw attention to sthg. 

Flag Day n in the USA, the day (June 14) 
when people display the US flag. 

flag of convenience n the flag of a country 
used by a foreign ship that has registered 
there to avoid the regulations of its own 
country. 

flagon ['flaegan] n -1. [for wine, cider] a large 
bottle in which a drink is sold □ a flagon of 
cider. -2. [for beer, wine] a kind of jug in 
which a drink is served. 

flagpole ['flaegpoul] « a pole that a flag is at¬ 
tached to, and that allows the flag to be 
raised and lowered. 

flagrant ['fleigrsnt] adj [violation, lie, injustice] 

that is very shocking because it is done in 
an open and obvious way and shows no 
shame □ The country shows a flagrant disregard 
of human rights. 

flagship ['flaegfip] n -1. [of a company] the most 
important product, branch etc of a compa¬ 
ny, that is intended to present a good image 
□ a flagship hotel. -2. [of a fleet] the most im¬ 
portant ship in a fleet. 

flagstone ['flaegstoun] n a large flat stone used 
for paving. 

flail [fieri] o vt [arms, legs] to swing <sthg> 
wildly in the air □ He flailed his arms around 

flamingo 

like a windmill, o vi [arms, legs] The animal was 
caught, its legs flailing wildly. 

flair [flear] n -1. a natural ability to do some¬ 
thing well or in an interesting or imagina¬ 
tive way □ Ann has a great flair for languages. 
-2. a sense of style □ His dinner parties always 
have such flair. 

flak [flask] n -1. strong criticism, especially 
from a lot of people □ Yes, but if something 
goes wrong, I'll be the one to take the flak. -2. 
military gunfire aimed at aircraft, 

flake [fleik] o tt [of snow, paint, skin] a small flat 
piece of something □ The cake was covered 
with flakes of chocolate, o vi [skin, paint, plaster] 
to come off in flakes. 

♦ flake out vi [person] to fall asleep or col¬ 
lapse because one is very tired (informal use) 
□ When I got home afterward I just flaked out. 

flaky f'fleiki] (compar flakier, superl flakiest) adj 
-1. [skin, paint, plaster] that comes off in 
flakes. -2. US [person] who behaves in a way 
that one thinks is strange but amusing (infor¬ 
mal use). 

flaky pastry n a type of pastry that has sever¬ 
al thin layers. 

flambe [US flmn'bei, GB 'flmnbei] (pt & pp flam- 
beed, cont flambeing) o vt [steak, crepe] to 
cook or serve <sthg> in burning brandy, 
rum etc. o adj [steak, crepe] that has been 
flambeed. 

flamboyant [flaem'boiant] adj -1. [person, behav¬ 
ior] that appears confident, interesting, and 
unusual and attracts the attention of other 
people □ Humphrey is a flamboyant presence in 
the gray world of banking. □ She tends to dress in 
a rather flamboyant way. -2. [clothes, design, 
building] that has unusual exaggerated fea¬ 
tures that attract attention □ the flamboyant 
designs of Philippe Stark. 

flame [fleim] o n the. bright, orange-yellow, 
moving mass of burning gas produced by a 
fire □ Flames were coming from the second 
floor, m to burst into flames to start burning 
suddenly and very strongly □ The car went 
over the edge and burst into flames. ■ to go up 
in flames [building] to be destroyed by fire □ 
The whole building just went up in flames. ■ to 
be in flames [building] to be on fire □ After the 
bombing, half the city was in flames, o vi -1. 
[gas, fire] to suddenly start burning brighdy. 
-2. [cheeks, face] to be red or suddenly turn 
red. 

flameproof ['fleimpruif] adj [dish, material] that 
is not easily damaged by flames, 

flame-retardant [-rita:rdnt] adj [foam, material] 
that has been treated with a special chemi¬ 
cal so that it does not burn easily or quickly, 

flame-thrower [-0roosr] n a kind of gun that 
shoots out streams of burning liquid, 

flaming ['fleimir)] adj -1. flaming red a very 
bright red □ She has flaming red hair. -2. a flam¬ 
ing argument/temper a very angry argument/ 
very bad temper □ / walked in when they 
were in the middle of a flaming row. 

flamingo [fb'miggou] (pi flamingos or flamin¬ 
goes) n a large bird that lives near water and 
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has pink feathers, long very thin legs, and a 
curved beak. 

flammable ['fkemabl] adj [liquid, material, gas] 

that starts to bum easily. 

flan [flaen] n -1. US a baked dessert made of 
milk, eggs, and sugar. -2. GB an open tart 
that is made from pastry or cake □ a straw¬ 
berry flan. 

Flanders [US 'flsendrz, GB 'flaindaz] a region of 
mainly flat land that covers parts of 
southwestern Netherlands, Belgium, and 
northeastern France. 

flange [flaend3] n the raised edge of an object, 
e.g. a train wheel, that holds it firmly onto 
something else, e.g. a track. 

flank [flaerjk] o « -1. [of a person, animal] the 
side of a person or animal between the hip 
and the ribs □ Laura patted her pony on his 
flanks. -2. military the side of an army in 
batde □ The army's left flank was exposed, o vt 
to be flanked by sb/sthg to have sb/sthg on 
both sides □ We found ourselves flanked by 
hundreds of tourists. 

flannel ['flaenl] n -1. [for a suit] a kind of soft 
woolen material □ a gray flannel suit. -2. GB 
[for one's face] a cloth used for washing one’s 
body and face with. 

♦ flannels npl flannel trousers worn by men 
□ a pair of flannels. 

flannelette [flaenl'et] n a kind of soft cotton 
cloth □ flannelette sheets. 

flap [flaep] (pt & pp flapped, corn flapping) o « 
-1. [of skin, cloth, paper] a loose piece of 
something thin that is attached along one 
edge and hangs down or sticks out □ The 
wing flaps are raised to slow down the aircraft. 
-2. to be in a flap to be in a state of confu¬ 
sion and panic (informal use) □ It’s not worth 
getting In a flap about, o vt [wing, arm] to move 
<sthg> up and down or from side to side, 
usually making a noise □ "Like this," he said, 
flapping his arms like a bird, o vi -1. [wing, flag, 

curtain] The sails flapped in the breeze. -2. [per¬ 

son] to panic (informal use). 

flapjack ['flaepd3aek] « -1. US a pancake. -2. GB 
a cookie made with oats. 

flare [flear] o vi -1. to flare (up) [violence, anger, 

temper] to suddenly start or become more 
intense □ Fighting has flared up in the capital 
again. -2. to flare (up) [fire, flames] to suddenly 
start burning more strongly □ The fire flared 
up in the breeze. -3. [trousers, skirt] to become 
wider at the bottom. -4. [nostrils] to become 
wider, o « a device that produces a bright 
flame and is used as a signal, especially 
when somebody is in danger. 

♦ flares npl trousers that are flared at the bot¬ 
tom □ He was wearing flares. 

flared [fIeord] adj [trousers, skirt] that is de¬ 
signed so that it is wider at the bottom than 
higher up. 

flash [flaej] o tt -1. [of light, lightning] a sudden 
bright light that lasts only for a short time; 
[of color] a small area of color that is very 
noticeable □ There was a flash and then every¬ 
thing went dark. □ All we saw of the rabbit was a 

flash of its white tail. -2. photography a device 
that produces a flash of light and is used 
when a place is too dark to take a photo¬ 
graph in □ ‘Flashes are forbidden. ‘ □ flash pho¬ 
tography. -3. [of inspiration, anger] a sudden 
and unexpected thought or feeling □ Colin 
suddenly had a flash of genius. ■ in a flash very 
suddenly and quickly □ It was all over in a 
flash. ■ quick as a flash immediately □ The an¬ 
swer came back quick as a flash, 
o vt -1. [light, flashlight] to make flashes with 
<sthg> □ The other car flashed its lights at me. 
-2. [smile, look, glance] to send <sthg> quickly 
and for a short time in a particular direction 
□ She flashed a smile at the waiting journalists. 
-3. [information, picture] to show <sthg> on a 
screen for a short time □ The results were 
flashed up on the monitor. -4. [passport, ticket, 

identity card] to show <sthg> quickly to 
somebody □ He flashed his pass at the driver. 

o vi -1. [light, lightning, camera] to produce 
flashes of light □ When the green light flashes it 
means the machine is ready. -2. [eyes] to sud¬ 
denly show a strong emotion, usually anger 
□ "Get out!" he said, his eyes flashing angrily. 
-3. to flash by/past etc [train, car] to move 
by/past etc almost too quickly to be seen □ 
The President's car flashed by and was gone. 
-4. to flash into or through one's mind [idea, 
thought, image] to suddenly come into one’s 
mind for a short time. -5. [picture, image, face] 
to appear somewhere for a short time □ The 
results flashed up on the screen. 

flashback ['flaejbaek] n a scene in a movie, 
book etc that shows or describes an earlier 
event □ There are frequent flashbacks to the 
hero's childhood □ Most of the story was shown 
in flashback. 

flashbulb ['fke/bAlb] « a light attached to a ca¬ 
mera that flashes to give extra light for tak¬ 
ing photographs. 

flashcube ['flaejkjurb] n four flashbulbs in a 
small cube used to take four photographs. 

flasher [' flaejsr] n a man who deliberately 
shows his penis to strangers in public (infor¬ 
mal use). 

flash flood « a sudden and often very large 
flood. 

Flash Gordon [,flaeJ'lgo:rdn] a science fiction 
cartoon character in the 1930s. He fights 
many battles in space to save the world 
from evil characters. 

flashgun ['flae/gAn] « a device attached to a 
camera that automatically switches on a 
flashbulb when a photograph is taken. 

flashlight ['flaejlait] n a small electric light that 
one can carry in one’s hand and works with 
a battery. 

flash point n -1. [in a city] a place where vio¬ 
lence is likely to start and from where it can 
spread. -2. [during a disturbance] the moment 
when people become violent, especially af¬ 
ter a time of tension or disagreement. 

flashy [’flaeji] (compar flashier, superl flashiest) 
adj [car, clothes, person] that looks expensive 
and fashionable, especially in an obvious or 



397 flaw 

exaggerated way (informal use) □ He's a very 
flashy dresser! 

flask [US flaesk, GB fla:sk] n -1. chemistry a 
glass bottle with a narrow neck that is used 
in a laboratory. -2. [for whiskey, rum] a flat 
metal bottle that is used for keeping alcohol 
in and is designed to be carried in a pocket. 
-3. GB [for tea, coffee] a container with a dou¬ 
ble wall that keeps drinks either hot or cold. 

flat [flaet] (compar flatter, super! flattest) o adj 
-1. [surface, ground, stomach] that is smooth 
and level rather than curved, rounded, 
bumpy, or sloping □ Until then, people thought 
the earth was flat. □ a calm, flat sea. m to have 
flat feet to have feet that rest flat on the 
ground because the arches are too low. -2. a 
flat fare/rate etc a fare/rate etc that is the 
same for everybody □ Banks charge a flat fee 
of 2% on all transactions. -3. [voice, performance, 

style] that is not exciting or interesting □ He 
read the poem in a dull, flat voice. -4. [rejection, 

denial] that is definite and unlikely to be 
changed □ Their requests were met with a flat 
refusal. -5. business [sales, business, trade] that 
shows little activity □ Despite generally flat 
passenger revenue, business is good. -6. [battery] 

that has lost its power □ The battery keeps go¬ 
ing flat. -7. [tire] that does not have enough 
air in it, e.g. because of a puncture □ / got a 
flat tire on the way home. -8. [music, note] that 
is slightly lower than the correct note; [sing¬ 

er, instrument] that produces flat notes by 
mistake; that is a half step lower than the 
stated note □ a waltz in E flat. -9. [beer, cola] 

that is no longer fizzy □ The beer had gone flat 
overnight. -10. [shoe] that has a low heel or 
no heel; [heel] that is low. 
o adv -1. [press, roll, iron] so as to be level or 
smooth; [lie, place] so as to be in a horizontal 
position □ The can was squashed flat by the 
traffic. □ He fell flat on his back. -2. a word 
used to emphasize how fast something hap¬ 
pens or is done □ They did it in five minutes 
flat. -3. a word used to emphasize that a re¬ 
fusal, rejection, denial etc is definite and un¬ 
likely to be changed □ They turned me down 
flat. -4. to be flat broke to have no money at 
all (informal use). -5. MUSIC [sing, play, sound] 

slightly lower than is correct. 
on-1. music a symbol (l>) used to show a 
note should be sung or played a half-step 
lower; a note of this type. -2. GB a home 
that consists of several rooms that are part 
of a larger building □ a two-bedroomed flat. 

♦ flat out adv [work, drive, run] as fast as pos¬ 
sible (informal use) □ We'll have to go flat out to 
make that deadline. 

flat cap n GB a cloth cap with a stiff part at 
the front that is usually worn by men. 

flat-chested [-'tjestad] adj [woman] who has 
small breasts. 

flatfish ['flaetfif] (pi flatfish) n a fish with a flat 
body, e.g. a sole or flounder. 

flat-footed [-'fotad] adj [person] who has flat 

feet. 

flatlet ['flaet 1st] « GB a small apartment. 

flatly ['flaetli] adv -1. [refuse, deny, reject] defi¬ 

nitely and in a way that suggests one will 
not change one’s mind □ He flatly refused to 
talk to me. -2. [speak, write, perform] in a way 
that shows little emotion, 

flatmate [‘flaetmeit] n GB a person one shares 
an apartment with. 

flat racing n a type of horseracing in which 
the horses do not jump over fences, 

flatten ['flaetn] vt -1. [paper, crease, bump] to 
make <sthg> flat or flatter, especially by 
pressing it □ John flattened himself against the 
wall. -2. [building, city, tree] to destroy <sthg> 
□ Many houses have been completely flattened 
by the earthquake. -3. [opponent, attacker] to 
beat <sb> in a fight (informal use) □ Miami flat¬ 
tened Detroit in the play-off last night. 

♦ flatten out o vt sep to flatten sthg out [pa¬ 
per, crease, bump] to make sthg flatter, o vi 
[land, countryside, graph] to become flat or flat¬ 
ter □ The road flattened out a little and the cy¬ 
clists started to relax. 

flatter ['fleetar] vt -1. [person] to praise <sb> in 
order to please them, usually because one 
wants something from them in return □ Stop 
trying to flatter me! ■ to flatter oneself to take 
pride in something one has done, some¬ 
times mistakenly □ We flatter ourselves (that) 
we provide the best service available. □ Don't flat¬ 
ter yourself, I wasn't talking about you. -2. 

[clothes, color] to make <sb> appear more at¬ 
tractive □ That dress really flatters you. 

flatterer ['flastarsl « a person who flatters 
somebody □ Oh, you're such a flatterer! 

flattering ['flaetarig] adj -1. [interest, concern, 

comment] that makes somebody feel happier 
and more confident about themselves □ / 
found the attention of a younger man very flatter¬ 
ing. -2. [dress, color, picture] that makes some¬ 
body appear more attractive □ Harsh studio 
lights are never very flattering. 

flattery ['flsetari] n flattering remarks or be¬ 
havior □ Flattery will get you nowhere! 

flatulence ['flaetjbbns] n too much gas in 
one’s body that comes out of one’s mouth 
or anus, sometimes in a noisy way. 

flatware [’flsetwear] n US a collective term for 
knives, forks, and spoons, 

flaunt [fb:nt] vt [money, success] to show 
<sthg that one has> openly to other people 
in order to impress them (disapproving use) □ 
I could never flaunt my body like that in public. 

flautist ['fbitast] n GB = flutist, 

flavor us, flavour GB ['fleiv3r] o « -1. [of food, 

drink] the taste that a drink or kind of food 
has □ If you cook vegetables too much they lose 
their flavor. -2. [of a place] the particular at¬ 
mosphere of music, an area, festival etc □ 
We had a walk around to get the flavor of the old 
town, o vt [food, wine, sweets] to give <sthg> 
a particular taste by adding something to it 
□ The wine was flavored with cinnamon. □ fruit- 
flavored yoghurt. 

flavoring US, flavouring GB ['fleivarirfl « 
something added to food to improve the fla¬ 
vor □ ‘No artificial flavorings.' 

flaw [fb:] « -1. [in a plan, argument, design] a 
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mistake or weakness that prevents some¬ 
thing from working properly d There is just 
one flaw in his theory. -2. [in glass, material, a 

diamond] a mark or fault that spoils the ap¬ 
pearance or quality of something; [in some¬ 

body's character, personality] an unpleasant or 
undesirable quality that a person with many 
good qualities has □ The jacket was reduced in 
price because there was a flaw in the sleeve. □ 
David has many flaws, but dishonesty is not one 
of them. 

flawed [flo:d] adj [argument, glass, character] 

that has a flaw □ Richardson's analysis is funda¬ 
mentally flawed. 

flawless [’fbdas] adj [performance, skin] that is 

perfect and has no flaws □ Her technique was 
flawless. 

flax [flaeks] n a plant with a thick stem, oily 
seeds, and blue flowers; thread made from 
this plant that is used to make linen. 

flay [flei] vf to remove the skin from <a dead 
animal >. 

flea [fli:] n a small insect that lives on animals 
and people, eats their blood, and can jump 
very high □ Our dog has fleas again, m to send 
sb away with a flea in their ear to scold sb 
angrily and send them away (informal use). 

flea market n a sale of old and used goods, 
especially ones that people like to collect. 

fleck [flek] o n [of color, paint] a tiny mark or 
spot; [of dandruff, powder] a tiny piece; [of rain] 

a tiny drop □ Sandra brushed some flecks of 
face powder from her lapel, o vt to be flecked 
with sthg to be covered with very small or 
thin amounts of sthg □ His hair was flecked 
with gray. 

fled [fled] past tense <&! past participle of flee. 

fledg(e)ling ['fled3lig] o adj [industry, democra¬ 

cy, movement] that has not existed for long 
and has not developed very much yet □ 
Paula remembered the days when she had been 
a fledgling reporter, o n a young bird that is 
learning to fly. 

flee [fli:] (pt & pp fled) o vt to escape from <a 
danger, person, or place> very quickly be¬ 
cause one feels afraid or threatened □ He 
was arrested just as he was about to flee the 
country, o vi: The Inhabitants had fled from the 
advancing troops. 

fleece [fliis] o « the wool that covers a sheep; 
a material made from this, especially when 
it is used to line coats and jackets □ a fleece- 
lined jacket, o vt to take a lot of money from 
<sb> by deceiving them or charging them 
too much (informal use). 

fleet [flirt] « -1. [of ships] a group of ships that 
is put together and organized for a particu¬ 
lar purpose, e.g. for war or business □ A fleet 
Is heading for the Gulf even as we speak. -2. [of 

cars, buses] a group of motor vehicles that 
belongs to a single company □ We've added 
three new trucks to our fleet. □ a car fleet. 

fleet admiral « the officer of the highest rank 
in the US navy. 

fleeting ['fliitirj] adj [glimpse, visit, moment] that 

lasts for a very short time □ I caught only a 
fleeting glimpse of them as they passed by. 

Fleet Street a street in central London where 
many newspapers used to be published. 

W FLEET STREET 
The area around Fleet Street, in the City of 
London, used to be where most national 
British newspapers had their offices. Today, 
most of these newspapers have moved to 
new locations, particularly in Docklands. 
However, the term “Fleet Street” is still used 
to mean the newspaper industry and the 
world of journalism. 

Fleming ['flemir)] « a person from Flanders, 
especially a Flemish-speaking Belgian. 

Fleming [ flemir)], Sir Alexander (1881-1955) 
a British scientist whose most famous dis¬ 
covery was the medical use of penicillin. 

Flemish ['flemij] o adj that belongs to or 
comes from Flanders, o « a language closely 
related to Dutch, spoken in parts of Belgium 
and northeastern France. 

flesh [fief] n -1. [of an animal, person] the soft 
part of the body that covers the bones and 
is under the skin □ human flesh, ■ one's (own) 
flesh and blood somebody who is part of 
one’s own family □ How can you do that to 
your own flesh and blood! ■ in the flesh in per¬ 
son □ That was the first time I'd seen him in the 
flesh. -2. [of a fruit, vegetable] the soft part of a 
vegetable or piece of fruit that can be eaten 
□ Her teeth sank into the peach's soft ripe flesh. 

♦ flesh out vt sep to flesh sthg out [facts, argu¬ 

ment, report] to add extra details and infor¬ 
mation to sthg □ Try fleshing your essay out 
with a few quotations. 

flesh wound n a wound that does not dam¬ 
age the bones or the main organs of one’s 
body. 

fleshy ffleji] (cotnpar fleshier, superl fleshiest) 
adj [arm, cheek, fruit] that has a lot of soft 
flesh □ He was a big man, who looked fleshy and 
unfit. 

flew [flu:] past tense of fly. 

flex [fleks] o « GB a cord consisting of electri¬ 
cal wires in a tube of plastic that carry elec¬ 
tricity to an appliance □ Be careful you don't 
trip over the flex, o vt [muscle, arm, leg] to 
stretch <a part of the body> by bending it, 
especially as a form of exercise □ He flexed 
his muscles before picking up the weight. 

flexibility [.fleksa'bibti] n: see flexible □ The new 
contracts offer us greater flexibility in planning. 

flexible ['fleksabl] adj -1. [plan, hours, person] 

that can change easily to suit particular 
needs or circumstances □ IA/e need to be flex¬ 
ible in our approach. -2. [wire, tree, body] that 
bends easily without breaking □ The light is 
on a flexible arm that is fully adjustable. 

flextime [’flekstaim] US, flexitime [’fleksitaim] 
GB n a system that lets people start or finish 
work at different times, as long as they 
work the necessary number of hours □ Some 
of our employees work flextime. 
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flick [flik] o n -1. [of a whip] a single sudden 
movement made with a whip, towel etc □ 
He gave a sharp flick of the whip to the horse's 
rump. -2. [of one's fingers] a single sudden 
movement made with one’s finger and 
thumb □ One flick and the paper pellet landed on 
the teacher's desk, o vt -1. to hit <sthg> with 
a flick, usually to remove it □ She flicked the 
ash off her cigarette. □ The children were flicking 
pieces of paper at each other. -2. [tail, whip, tow¬ 
el] to move <sthg> with a flick □ She flicked 
the cloth quickly over the floor. -3. [switch] to 
turn <sthg> on or off □ Just flick the switch 
and the ice cream is ready in ten minutes. 

♦ flick through vt fus to flick through sthg 
[through a book, magazine] to turn the pages of 
sthg quickly, without reading it thoroughly 
or looking at it closely □ I've only had time to 
flick through it quickly. 

flicker [‘flik3r] o vi -1. [candle, flame, light] to 
> bum or shine in a weak irregular way □ The 

candle flickered in the wind. -2. [shadow, eyelids] 
to make small irregular movements in differ¬ 
ent directions □ The image flickered on the 
screen, o « -1. [of hope, interest] a short and 
not very strong sign of something □ Bill didn't 
show the slightest flicker of recognition when we 
met again. -2. [of a candle, flame, light] the act 
of flickering □ There was a brief flicker, and 
then the fire went out. 

flick knife « GB a kind of knife that has a 
blade, kept inside the handle, that opens out 
when a button is pressed, 

flier ['flai3r] n an advertising leaflet that is giv¬ 
en to people in the street, 

flight [flait] n -1. [in a plane] a trip by plane □ / 
made several flights to Johannesburg last year. 
-2. a regular service that takes people to a 
particular place by plane □ Air America flight 
109 to Boston. ■ a flight of fancy or of the im¬ 
agination an imaginative idea, suggestion etc 
that is not very practical or realistic □ Not an¬ 
other of her flights of fancy! -3. a flight of 
steps/stairs a row of steps/stairs that joins 
two different levels. -4. [of a bird] the act of 
flying □ a bird in flight. -5. [from danger] the act 
of running away from danger, a threat etc □ 
criminals in flight from the law. ■ to take flight 
to run away or escape from something □ The 
birds took flight as soon as they saw me. 

flight attendant n a person whose job is to 
take care of passengers during a flight, 

flight crew « the people who work on an air¬ 
craft during a flight. 

flight deck n -1. shipping the part of a ship 
that is used by aircraft for landing and tak¬ 
ing off. -2. aviation the part of a large air¬ 
craft where the pilot sits and operates the 

controls. 
flight path n the route taken by an aircraft, 

flight recorder n a device on an aircraft that 
records information about each flight, 

flighty ['flaiti] {compar flightier, superl flightiest) 
adj Iperson] who often changes their mind, 
partner, behavior etc and so is not reliable, 

flimsy ['flimzi] (compar flimsier, superl flimsiest) 
adj -1. [excuse, evidence, argument] that is not 

convincing □ The defense only has a flimsy 
case. -2. [structure] that is weak or badly 
made □ The chalet looked too flimsy to resist the 
mountain storms. -3. [dress, material] that is 
thin, light, and gives little protection □ She 
wore a flimsy summer dress. 

flinch [flintJ] vi to move back suddenly as a 
result of pain, shock, or embarrassment □ 
Bill listened to the insults without flinching. ■ to 
flinch from sthg to try to avoid sthg unpleas¬ 
ant □ He didn't flinch from calling the police. 

fling [flirj] {pt & pp flung) o n a sexual rela¬ 
tionship that is not serious and lasts a short 
time □ She had a fling with Marcus last year, 
o vt [garbage, money, stone] to throw <sb/ 
sthg> somewhere in a careless or violent 
way □ He flung himself into an armchair. □ She 
flung her arms around his neck. 

flint [flint] n -1. a hard gray stone that has very 
sharp edges when it breaks and makes sparks 
when it is hit with something □ a piece of flint. 
-2. the part of a cigarette lighter that produces 
sparks o All it needs is a new flint. 

flip [flip] {pt & pp flipped, cont flipping) o vl 
-1. [page, pancake, mattress] to turn <sthg/sb> 
over quickly □ She flipped open the book. ■ to 
flip through sthg to read sthg very quickly 
and not in detail □ Mr Holland flipped through 
the report quickly before the meeting. -2. [switch, 

headlights] to turn <sthg> on or off □ He 
flipped on/off the radio. -3. to flip a coin to send 
a coin into the air with one’s fingers so that 
it spins, usually to see which side faces up 
when it lands in order to decide something, 
o vi to become very angry or excited sud¬ 
denly (informal use) □ When Colin heard about 
it, he just flipped. 
on-1. the flip of a coin the act of flipping a 
coin to decide something □ Are you saying 
that this whole decision was based on the flip of 
a coin? -2. gynmastics the act of spinning 
one’s body in the air. -3. at the flip of a 
switch by turning a switch on □ / can control 
the whole thing at the flip of a switch. 

flipchart ['fliptja:rt] « large sheets of paper 
held together on a stand, used for writing 
on during presentations, meetings etc. 

flip-flop « a light shoe made of soft rubber 
that is held in place by a strap between 
one’s toes. 

flippant [’flipant] adj Iremark, reply, person] that 
is not serious and shows no concern about a 
serious matter, usually deliberately □ This is 
no time for being flippant. 

flippantly ['flipantli] adv (remark, reply] see flip¬ 

pant. 

flipper ['flipar] n -1. [of a seal, dolphin] one of 
the flat limbs of an animal that help it swim 
underwater. -2. [for swimming] a long flat 
rubber shoe that makes it easier to swim 
and dive underwater □ a pair of flippers. 

flip side n the side of a record that does not 
have the main song on it. 

flirt [fl3:rt] o vi -1. to behave toward or speak 
to somebody in a way that suggests one is 
sexually attracted to them, often not in a 
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very serious way □ She flirts with every man 
she meets! -2. to flirt with sthg [with an idea, 

possibility] to think about sthg as a possibility 
rather than as a serious plan □ I'm flirting with 
the idea of a career change, o n a person who 
flirts with other people □ He's such a flirt I 

flirtation [fl3ir'teijn] n -1. a flirtation with sthg 
an interest or involvement in sthg that lasts 
for a short time □ After a brief flirtation with 
politics, he went into business. -2. [with a man, 

woman] a short romantic or sexual relation¬ 
ship □ They had a brief flirtation, nothing serious. 

flirtatious [fl3:r'teij3s] adj [person] who likes to 
flirt with people □ After several glasses of 
champagne, Eve was in a flirtatious mood. 

flit [flit] (ft & pp flitted, cont flitting) vi [bat, 

bird] to fly with short sudden movements o 

A butterfly flitted past. 

float [flout] o vi -1. [boat, cork, swimmer] to 
stay on or near the surface of a liquid □ The 
pond was full of leaves floating on the surface. 
-2. [sound, smell, balloon] to be carried 
through the air □ Her perfume floated across 
the room to me. 
o vt -1. [boat, timber] They floated the logs 
downstream. -2. finance to offer <shares in a 
company> for sale on the stock exchange 
for the first time. -3. [idea, project] to suggest 
<sthg> in order to find out what other peo¬ 
ple think of it □ Plenty of names have been 
floated for the new job. 
o n -1. [for fishing] a piece of cork or light 
material used to hold up a fishing hook or 
fishing net; [for swimming] a piece of light 
material used to help people float in water. 
-2. [in a parade] a large vehicle specially deco¬ 
rated for a street parade or procession. -3. 
GB money given to somebody to use for ex¬ 
penses, or as change to give to customers, 

floating ['floutirj] adj -1. [population] that is not 
permanently settled in a particular place. 
-2. [restaurant, hotel] that is built on a boat, 

floating voter « GB a person who has not yet 
decided who to vote for in an election, 

flock [flDk] o n -1. [of sheep, birds] a group of 
birds or sheep □ The shepherd rounded up his 
flock. -2. [of people] a large crowd of people, 
o vi to flock to a place [people] to go to a 
place in large numbers over a period of 
time, usually because of something exciting 
or interesting □ Everybody is flocking to the 
new Thai restaurant. 

flog [flog] {pt & pp flogged, cont flogging) vt 
-1. to beat <a person or animal> with a 
whip or stick □ He was flogged to death. -2. GB 
to sell <sthg> quickly (informal use), 

flood [flAd] o « -1. a large amount of water 
that suddenly spreads over the ground or in 
a building □ Floods in the north are making 
roads impassable. -2. [of people, letters] a large 
number of people, letters etc that all arrive 
at a particular place at the same time □ 
They've received floods of complaints. ■ to be in 
floods of tears to be crying a lot □ When she 
heard the news, Denise broke down in floods of 
tears. 

o vt -1. [street, valley, bathroom] to fill or cov¬ 

er <sthg> with a large amount of water □ 
The rains flooded the whole area. -2. [country, 

city, streets] to arrive in <a place> in large 
numbers at the same time □ Eastern Germany 
has been flooded with cheap consumer goods. ■ 
to be flooded with letters/complaints [person, 

office] to receive very many letters/com¬ 
plaints □ Viewers flooded the channel with com¬ 
plaints after the show. ■ to flood the market 
[goods, products] to fill the whole market for 
a particular product □ The market is flooded 
with cheap imports. -3. to be flooded in light 
[room, valley] to be filled with light □ The 
stage was flooded in bright green light. -4. auto 
to flood the engine to cause too much gaso¬ 
line to enter an engine, usually when one is 
trying to start a vehicle. 

o vi -1. [river, bath, drain] to become filled 
with so much water that some of it escapes 
over a wide area □ Her eyes flooded with tears. 
-2. [street, valley, bathroom] The house flooded 
during the storm. -3. [people, letters, complaints] 

to arrive in large numbers □ Applications flood¬ 
ed in after our advert. -4. to come flooding back 
[memories, emotions] to return suddenly and 
be experienced intensely □ The horror of it all 
came flooding back. 

floodgates [’fUdgeits] npl to open the flood¬ 
gates to make it possible for something to 
happen for the first time in a way that is 
difficult to control □ The new bill could open 
the floodgates to thousands of requests for com¬ 
pensation. 

flooding ['flAdirj] n a situation where a street, 
field etc becomes covered in water from a 
river or heavy rain □ Flooding has caused seri¬ 
ous damage to crops. 

floodlight ['fkdlait] n a very bright light used 
outside at night to light up e.g. public build¬ 
ings or sports events. 

floodlit ['flAdlit] adj [sports ground, match, build¬ 

ing] that is lit by floodlights □ a floodlit base¬ 
ball game. 

flood tide n a rising tide. 

floor [flo:r] o n -1. [in a room] the horizontal 
surface that people walk on in a room □ 
Don't leave your clothes lying on the floor. □ a 
floor tile. -2. [of a valley, the sea] the bottom 
part of a place like a valley, forest, or sea □ 
animals that live on the forest floor. -3. [of a 

building] one of the levels on which the 
rooms of a building are arranged □ My office 
is on the seventh floor. -4. [at a conference] the 
place where people stand when they make 
a speech at a debate or meeting □ Mrs Darcy 
stood up to take the floor. -5. [for dancing] the 
area of a club, restaurant etc where people 
can dance □ By 12 o'clock there were still only a 
few people on the floor. -6. finance the place at 
a stock exchange where stocks and shares 
are bought and sold □ The fall of the dollar cre¬ 
ated panic on the floor. 

o vt (informal use) -1. [opponent, attacker], to 
make <sb> fall down by hitting them hard □ 
He floored him with a punch to his jaw. 
-2. [interviewee, speaker, expert] to cause <sb> 
to be so confused, surprised etc that they 
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are unable to say anything □ His question 
completely floored me. 

floorboard [’flavor'd] « a long flat piece of 
wood that forms part of the floor in a room 
□ We had to take up the floorboards to put in 
central heating. 

floor cloth n GB a piece of material used for 
cleaning floors. 

flooring ['floiriij] n material used for making 
floors □ vinyl flooring. 

floor lamp « us a kind of tall lamp that 
stands on the floor of a room. 

floor show n a performance or series of per¬ 
formances given by singers, dancers etc at a 
nightclub. 

floorwalker [lfb:rwa:kar] « a supervisor in a 
department store. 

flop [flop] (pt & pp flopped, cottt flopping) o n 
a failure (informal use) □ The new Hardenberger 
movie was a complete flop in the States, o vi 
-1. [movie, play, plan] to be unsuccessful □ If 
the show doesn't flop in the first week, we'll be 
OK. -2. [person, hair] to fall down as if one 
has no support □ She flopped down exhausted 
on the sofa. 

floppy ['flopi] (compar floppier, superl floppiest) 
adj [hair, hat] that is soft and hangs loosely □ 
a dog with long floppy ears. 

floppy (disk) n a thin, flat, square object that 
holds information for use on a computer, 
and that is inserted into the computer when 
it is being used. 
NOTE: Compare hard disk. 

flora [’flairs] n a collective term for all the 
plants found in a particular place □ flora and 
fauna □ the flora of the Creek islands. 

floral [’fbiral] adj -1. [arrangement, decoration] 

that consists of flowers □ a floral bouquet. -2. 
[pattern, dress] that has a design of flowers 
□ It was printed with a floral design. 

Florence [’florens] a city in central Italy, fa¬ 
mous for its paintings, churches, and pal¬ 
aces. POPULATION: 402,316. 

Florentine [us 'florentiin, GB -tain] o n a per¬ 
son who comes from or lives in Florence, 
o adj-. Florentine architecture. 

floret [’floret] « a small piece of a vegetable 
such as a cauliflower. 

florid [’florid] adj -1. [style, language] complicat¬ 
ed and elaborate □ His speech was somewhat 
florid. -2. [complexion, face] red □ a little old man 
with florid cheeks. 

Florida [’flonda] a state in the southeastern 
USA, between the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Gulf of Mexico, abbreviation: FL. size: 

151,670 sq kms. population: 12,937,926 
(Floridans, Floridians), capital: Tallahassee. 
major cities: Miami, Orlando. 

florist ['flDrestl h a person who sells flowers in 
a store. ■ a florist's the store where a florist 
works □ I'll order a bouquet from the florist's. 

floss [flos] o vt to clean cone’s teeth> with 
dental floss, o vi: Remember to floss after 
meals. 

flotation [flou’tei/n] n finance the sale of 

shares in a company to the public for the 
first time. 

flotilla [floo’tib] n a group of small ships, of¬ 
ten warships. 

flotsam [’flotsam] n flotsam and jetsam [on a 
beach] broken pieces of wood, plastic etc 
from the ocean that are left on the seashore; 
[in society] people who do not have homes 
or jobs and have lost control of their lives. 

flounce [flauns] o n sewing a piece of material 
sewn onto something such as a dress for 
decoration, o vi to move in an exaggerated 
way that shows anger □ She flounced angrily 
out of the room. 

flounder [’flaondar] (pi flounder or flounders) 
o n a kind of flat fish, o vi -1. [person! to 
make large uncontrolled movements to tiy 
to avoid sinking in water, mud etc □ / could 
see a small figure floundering in the snow. -2. 
[person] to lose control and feel less confi¬ 
dent □ /is the questions got more difficult, he be¬ 
gan to flounder. 

flour [’flauar] n a white or brown powder 
made from wheat that is used to make 
bread, cakes etc □ You'll need to add some flour 
to the mixture. 

flourish [US ’fbirij, GB ’fUr-] o vi -1. [plant, gar¬ 

den, child] to grow in a healthy pleasing way 
□ My tomatoes are flourishing since I moved 
them. -2. [company, market, activity] to be suc¬ 
cessful or strong □ areas where violent crime 
flourishes, o vt [letter, document] to wave 
<sthg> so that people notice it □ Diane flour¬ 
ished her first check proudly under his nose, o n 

an exaggerated confident movement □ He 
signed the contract with a flourish. 

flourishing [US 'fbinfir), GB ’fUr-] adj [company, 

market, activity] successful □ We also own a 
flourishing textile business in the south. 

flout [flaut] vt [law, rule, order] to do something 
that breaks <sthg> deliberately and openly. 

flow [flou] o n -1. [of water, air, a river] the con¬ 
tinuous movement of a liquid or gas □ The 
condition affects the flow of blood around the 
body. -2. [of traffic, people] a steady movement 
forward; [of information, work, funds] a regular 
supply; [of words, ideas] a steady production 
□ Measures have been introduced to ensure the 
flow of information between the two institutes. 
o vi -1. [liquid, electric current, air] to move in 
a continuous stream □ The river flows through 
the center of the city. -2. [traffic, people] to 
move steadily without any obstructions; 
[words, ideas] to occur one after the other in 
a steady stream □ Traffic is flowing freely in 
both directions. □ One day flowed into another. 
-3. [hair, clothes] to hang loosely in an attrac¬ 
tive way □ The dress flows beautifully around 
your ankles. -4. to flow from sthg to be the re¬ 
sult of sthg □ A better understanding of the 
problem should flow from this experience. 

flowchart [’flout Jo :rt], flow diagram « a dia¬ 
gram that shows how the individual steps in 
a process work together. 

flower [’flaoar] on-1. [of a plant] the part of a 
plant that produces seeds or fruit, only lives 
for a short time, and often has a bright color 
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or colors and a pleasant smell □ the flowers 
of the tomato plant □ We picked flowers in the 
garden. ■ to be in flower [tree, plant] to have 
flowers on it. -2. [in a pot] a plant that is 
grown for its flowers; [in a vase] a stem of 
such a plant that has been cut and has one 
or more flowers on it □ a bunch of flowers □ a 

flower arrangement, o vi -1. [plant] to produce 
flowers □ a late-flowering variety. -2. [person, 

art, genius] to reach a mature stage of devel¬ 
opment □ This style of painting flowered in the 
15th century. 

flowerbed ['flauarbed] n an area of soil in a 
garden or park where flowers are planted 
and grown. 

flowered ['flaoard] adj [material, wallpaper] that 
has a pattern of flowers. 

flowering ['flauariifl o adj [plant, tree] that pro¬ 
duces flowers, o « [of talent, an artistic move¬ 

ment] the period in which something starts 
to develop and grow in a pleasing and im¬ 
pressive way. 

flowerpot [lflauarpDt] n a container in which 
plants are grown. 

flowery ['flauari] (compar flowerier, superl 
floweriest) adj -1. [dress, material, wallpaper] 

that has a pattern of flowers □ / think a flow¬ 
ery pattern would be nice for the drapes. 
-2. [language, style] that uses long descriptive 
words (disapproving use) □ Does it have to be 
so flowery? -3. [perfume, scent] that smells like 
flowers. 

flowing ['flouirfl adj [movement, gesture] loose 
and free; [hair, clothes] that is loose, elegant, 
and able to move freely; [writing, style] that 
flows in a pleasant way □ She wore a long, 
flowing, silk dress □ beautiful, flowing prose. 

flown [floun] past participle of fly. 
fl oz abhr of fluid ounce. 
flu [flu:] n to have flu GB or the flu to have a 

common infectious illness like a cold but 
more serious, in which one feels very weak 
o / think I must have the flu. □ a flu epidemic. 

fluctuate ['flAktfueit] vi [price, number, value] to 
go up and down in an unpredictable way □ 
The temperature doesn't fluctuate much in win¬ 
ter. 

fluctuation [.flAktJu'eiJn] n see fluctuate □ 
There has been a lot of fluctuation in the ex¬ 
change rate. 

flue [flu:] n a chimney of a factory, boiler etc 
□ a chimney flue. 

fluency ['fhnansi] tv. see fluent □ Fluency in two 
foreign languages is required. □ Reading fluency 
is a priority at this school. 

fluent ['fhnant] adj -1. [person] who is able to 
speak a language without hesitating too 
much or making too many mistakes □ He's a 
fluent Japanese speaker. □ She's fluent in French 
and English. □ He speaks fluent Spanish. -2. 
[style, writing] that flows in a pleasant way □ 
dear, fluent written style. 

fluently ['fluiantli] adv [speak, write] see fluent □ 
My little boy can read French fluently. 

fluff [fUf] On-1. the soft warm material that 
covers the bodies of young birds and ani¬ 

mals □ baby chicks covered with fluff. -2. the 
light and soft material made up of very 
small threads that collects in comers of a 
room, on people’s clothes etc □ There's a 
piece of fluff on your jacket, o vt -1. [cushion, 

hair] to shake or move <sthg soft> to get 
some air into it and make it appear larger □ 
The swan fluffed up its feathers. -2. [catch, op¬ 

portunity] to do <sthg> badly (informal use) □ / 
really fluffed the interview. 

fluffy [’flA.fi] (compar fluffier, superl fluffiest) adj 
[animal, fur, sweater] that is soft and is or 
seems to be covered with fluff □ a few fluffy 
white clouds. 

fluid [’flund] on a liquid □ brake/cleaning fluid □ 
body fluids, o adj -1. [style, movement, tech¬ 

nique] that can flow easily from one part to 
another □ With one fluid movement she circled 
and skated back. -2. [situation] that tends to 
change easily or unexpectedly □ Things are 
still pretty fluid right now. 

fluid ounce n a unit (28.4 ml) for measuring 
liquids. 

fluke [flu:k] n something surprising or unlikely 
that happens by chance (informal use) □ It 
was a complete fluke that I found this place. 

flummox ['fUmsks] vt to confuse <sb> so that 
they do not know what to say or think (in¬ 
formal use) □ / was completely flummoxed. 

flung [flArj] past tense & past participle of fling. 

flunk [fLvpk] (informed use) o vt -1. [exam, 

course, interview] to fail <sthg> □ She flunked 
math. -2. [student, candidate] to give <sb> a 
bad grade for an exam so that they fail □ 
They flunked Donald at the exam, o vi [student] 

to fail in an exam or course □ / flunked again! 
♦ flunk out vi to be ordered to leave a college 

because one’s work is not good enough □ 
Miriam flunked out of Michigan State in her sec¬ 
ond year. 

fluorescent [fb:'resnt] adj [color, clothing] that 
is very bright, reflects light, and can be seen 
very easily, even when there is little light. 

fluorescent light « an electric light, usually 
in the form of a long tube, that gives a 
bright harsh light. 

fluoride ['fluaraid] n a chemical compound 
that is thought to strengthen the teeth and 
is sometimes added to toothpaste and water 
supplies. 

fluorine [’fkrarim] n a poisonous yellow gas. 
SYMBOL: F. 

flurry [US 'fbrri, GB 'fUri] {pi flurries) n -1. [of 

snow] a short heavy period of snow or rain. 
-2. [of activity] a sudden intense period of ac¬ 
tivity □ There was a flurry of excitement as the 
star's car pulled up. 

flush [fUJ] o n -1. [of a toilet] the mechanism 
in a toilet that sends water into the bowl 
and carries away waste material. -2. [of a 

person] a hot feeling accompanied by red¬ 
ness in one’s face, often experienced vyhen 
one is embarrassed □ a flush of embarrass¬ 
ment. -3. [of anger, excitement] a sudden 
strong feeling. ■ to be in the first flush of sthg 
to be in the first stage of sthg that is more 
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intense than later stages (literary use) □ in the 
first flush of youth. 

o vt to flush the toilet to make a toilet flush 
by using the flush mechanism. ■ to flush 
sthg down the toilet to get rid of sthg by 
putting it in the toilet and flushing it. 
o vi -1. [toilet] to send a strong stream of 
water to carry away waste □ The toilet won't 
flush. -2. [person] to become red in the face 
with embarrassment □ He flushed at the men¬ 
tion of her name. 

o adj -1. to be flush with sthg [with a surface] 
to be at the same level as sthg □ The washing 
machine fits flush with the sink unit. -2. to be 
flush [person] to have a lot of money or more 
money than usual (informal use) □ I'm feeling 
flush tonight! 

♦ flush out vt sep to flush a person/an animal 
out to force a person/an animal to leave the 
place where they are hiding □ The hijackers 
were flushed out with tear gas. 

flushed [flwjt] adj -1. [person, face] that is red 
because of embarrassment, physical activity 
etc □ You look a little flushed. -2. to be flushed 
with sthg to be excited or happy because of 
sthg □ They returned home, flushed with suc¬ 
cess. 

fluster ['flAsta1] o n a feeling of confusion and 
embarrassment caused by something outside 
one’s control □ Try not to get into a fluster, 
o vt to make <sb> feel confused and embar¬ 
rassed □ They tried to fluster me by not giving 
me time to answer. 

flustered ['fUst3rd] adj [person] who is con¬ 
fused or embarrassed and unable to concen¬ 
trate o He looked pretty flustered when I asked 
him to explain. 

flute [flu:t] n music a musical instrument con¬ 
sisting of a metal or wooden tube with 
holes in it that is played by holding it so 
that it points to the side and blowing across 
a hole at one end □ She plays the flute. 

fluted ['fluitad] adj [column, glass] that has a 
pattern of vertical grooves cut into it. 

flutist ffluitast] n US a person who plays the 

flute. 

flutter ['flAt3r] o n -1. [of wings] a small fast 
movement up and down □ / could hear the 
flutter of its wings. -2. [of one's heart, pulse] a 
quick irregular beat □ His heart gave a flutter 
when she walked in the room. -3. [of excitement] 
a sudden nervous and excited feeling (infor¬ 
mal use) □ There was a brief flutter of excitement 
as the president took his seat, 
o vt [wings, eyelashes] to move two parts of 
<sthg> rapidly up and down □ She fluttered 
her eyelashes coquettishly. 
o vi -1. [bird, insect, wings] to move through 
the air with small quick movements □ A rob¬ 
in fluttered down to the grass. -2. [flag, clothes] 
to move gendy in the wind □ The washing 
was fluttering in the wind. -3. [heart, pulse] to 
beat quickly and irregularly □ The sight of her 
made my heart flutter. 

flux [fUks] n to be in a state of flux [situation, 
market, prices] to be changing constandy □ 
Things at work are still in a state of flux. 

fly [flai] (pi flies, pt flew, pp flown) o n -1. any 
small insect with two wings □ The kitchen 
was full of flies, m a fly in the ointment a per¬ 
son or thing that spoils a situation, occasion 
etc □ So, is he the only fly in the ointment? 
-2. Ion one's trousers] the opening at the front 
of a pair of trousers where there is a zipper 
or set of buttons □ Hey, your fly's open, 
o vi -1. [bird, insect, bat] to move through the 
air by moving its wings; [plane, helicopter] to 
travel through the air □ The geese are flying 
south for the winter, o Holiday Air flies to Spain 
three times a week. -2. [pilot] to steer and con¬ 
trol an aircraft in the air □ / learned to fly dur¬ 
ing the war. -3. [passenger] to travel by aircraft 
□ I prefer flying to traveling by train. -4. [person, 
vehicle, ball] to move somewhere very quick¬ 
ly □ She flew across the room □ The door flew 
open. • I must fly I must leave immediately. 
-5. [time, event] to pass quickly □ My vacation 
just flew past. □ Doesn't time fly! -6. to fly at sb 
to attack sb physically or with words □ Is 
there any reason why she flew at you like that? 
-7. [flag] to be displayed □ If the flag is flying, it 
means the Queen's there. 
o vt -1. [plane, helicopter, balloon] to make 
<sthg> move through the air □ / learnt how to 
fly a glider. -2. [passengers, goods] to carry 
<sb/sthg> somewhere in an aircraft □ Sup¬ 
plies were flown into the famine area. -3. to fly a 
flag to display a flag at the top of a pole. 

♦ fly away vi [bird, insect] to leave a place by 
flying □ / tried to get closer but they flew away. 

♦ fly in o vr sep to fly sb/sthg in [supplies, 
troops] to bring sb/sthg to a place by aircraft 
□ Reinforcements were flown in from the main¬ 
land. o vi [person] to arrive somewhere by 
aircraft □ She's flying in next week to visit us. 

♦ fly into vt fus to fly into a rage or temper to 

become angry very suddenly □ He suddenly 
flew into a rage and started shouting. 

♦ fly out o vt sep to fly sb/sthg out to take 
<sb/sthg> somewhere by aircraft, o vi [per¬ 
son] to leave somewhere by aircraft □ They're 
flying out of La Guardia this morning. □ I'll fly out 
to join you next Monday. 

flyby [’flaibai| n a display performed by air¬ 
craft flying together, often in somebody’s 
honor. 

fly-fishing n the activity of fishing using an 
artificial fly as bait. 

fly half n a position in rugby; a person who 
plays in this position. 

flying ['flanr)] o adj [animal, insect] that can fly 
□ The air was thick with flying ants. ■ to take a 
flying leap or jump to make a jump after run¬ 
ning a short distance so that one passes fur¬ 
ther through the air □ He took a flying jump 
and landed in the water, o n -1. the activity of 
traveling by aircraft □ / hate flying. -2. the ac¬ 
tivity or sport of flying an airplane □ Nick 
goes flying every weekend. 

flying colors npl to pass with flying colors to 
do very well in an exam or test. 

flying doctor « a doctor, especially in Aus¬ 
tralia, who has to visit patients by plane be¬ 
cause they are spread over such a large area. 
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flying officer n a commissioned officer in the 
British Royal Air Force. 

flying picket n a group of people belonging 
to a labor union who travel to a different 
place to persuade the workers there to go 
on strike. 

flying saucer n a disk-shaped object thought 
to be a spaceship from another planet, 

flying squad tt GB a group of policemen who 
can get to the scene of a crime quickly, 

flying start n to get off to a flying start to start 
something very well and successfully □ Well, 
we didn't exactly get off to a flying start, did we? 

flying visit « a very short visit, especially one 
that somebody makes when they are travel¬ 
ing to another place □ I'm afraid this will have 
to be a flying visit. 

flyleaf ['flailiif] {pi flyleaves [-li:vz]) « a blank 
page at the beginning or end of a book □ 
The author's notes are on the flyleaf. 

flyover ['flaiouvo1] n GB a road built high 
above other roads that allows traffic to 
avoid busy areas. 

flypast [US 'flaipaest, GB -pa:st] n GB = flyby, 

flysheet ['flaifiit] n the outer layer of a tent 
that stops rain from getting inside, 

fly spray n a spray used to kill insects, 

flyweight [‘flaiweit] ti a boxer in the lightest 
official weight category, 

flywheel ['flarwiil] « a heavy wheel that keeps 
the speed of a machine constant. 

FM n -1. (abbr of frequency modulation) a sys¬ 
tem of radio broadcasting that produces a 
very clear sound. -2. abbr of field marshal. 
NOTE: Compare AM. 

FO n abbr of Foreign Office, 

foal [foul] n a young horse, 

foam [foum] On-1. a mass of small bubbles □ 
bath foam. -2. foam (rubber) a soft material 
filled with small air bubbles that is used in 
making mattresses, cushions etc □ a foam 
cushion, o vi [water, champagne, beer] to prod¬ 
uce foam □ The dog was foaming at the mouth. 

foamy ['foomi] (compar foamier, super! foami¬ 
est) adj [sea, bathwater, drink] full of small 
bubbles □ / lay reading in a hot foamy bath. 

fob [fob] (ft & pp fobbed, cont fobbing) ♦ fob 
off vt sep to fob sb off to tell sb something 
that is not true or useful in order to stop 
them complaining, asking questions etc □ 
When I went to complain, the manager just tried 
to fob me off. □ She tried to fob me off with 
some excuse. ■ to fob sthg off on sb to give or 
sell sb sthg that one no longer wants and 
that one knows is not useful to them □ / 
managed to fob that old sofa off on them. 

FOB, fob (abbr of free on board) adv at a price 
that includes all the seller’s costs up to the 
delivery of goods to a particular place □ The 
books are being shipped fob Chicago. 

fob watch « a watch attached to a chain and 
kept in a pocket, 

foe adv abbr of free of charge, 

focal point n -1. [of a view, room] the part of 
something that attracts most attention □ The 

fireplace is the focal point of the room. -2. [of a 
report, study, somebody's life] the part of 
something that is most important □ What this 
essay really lacks is a focal point. 

focus ffoukas] {pi focuses or foci [-sai], pt & pp 
focused or focussed) o « -1. [of a camera, tele¬ 

scope] the mechanism in a camera, telescope 

etc that makes the image clear and sharp. ■ 
to be out of/in focus [photograph] to be 

blurred/clear; [camera] to give a blurred/clear 

image □ The people in the foreground were out 
of focus. -2. physics the point where lines, 

rays of light, sound waves etc come togeth¬ 

er. -3. [of an argument] the most important 

part of an argument, discussion, campaign 

etc that attracts people’s attention and inter¬ 

est □ They are trying to shift the focus of the de¬ 
bate. □ The focus is on quality rather than quan¬ 
tity. ■ the focus of attention the person or 

thing that everybody is watching, interested 

in, or concentrating on □ However, the main 
focus of attention was the new Fiat range. □ She 
loves to be the focus of attention, 
o vt -1. [camera, telescope] to adjust <sthg> 

to produce a clear sharp image. ■ to focus 
sthg on sb/sthg [camera, eyes] to direct sthg 

toward sb/sthg □ All eyes were focused on the 
defendant as she took the witness stand. -2. to 
focus one's attention on sb/sthg to give all of 

one’s attention to sb/sthg □ Try to focus your 
attention on what we're discussing, 
o vi -1. [eyes, camera] / have difficulty focussing 
on things that are far away. -2. [attention] It's im¬ 
possible to focus on two problems at the same 
time. 

focus(s)ed [’foukAst] adj [person] who does 
something in a very careful way that shows 
they are determined to succeed □ Adam is 
very focused on his work. 

fodder [’fndar] n food for farm animals □ cattle 
fodder. 

foe [fou] « an enemy (literary use). 

FOE n -1. abbr of Friends of the Earth. -2. (abbr 
of Fraternal Order of Eagles) the FOE a US 
charitable organization. 

foetus etc GB = fetus etc. 

fog [fog] n a mass of cloud near the ground 
that makes it difficult to see things that are 
not very near □ There will be fog tonight. □ fog 
patches. 

fogbound [’fogbaund] adj [airport, aircraft, pas¬ 
senger] that cannot work or travel as usual 
because of fog. 

fogey [’fougi] n = fogy. 

foggiest [’fogiast] n I haven't the foggiest a 
phrase used to emphasize that one does not 
know the answer to a question (informal use) 
□ / haven't the foggiest idea where he could be. 

foggy [’fogi] (compar foggier, superl foggiest) 
adj [weather, day, area] see fog □ Foggy condi¬ 
tions are making driving difficult. 

Foggy Bottom ti the US Department of State 
(informal use). 

foghorn [’foghorn] n a piece of equipment 
that makes a very loud noise to warn ships 
of danger caused by fog. 
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fog lamp, fog light « one of the powerful 
lights on the front of a vehicle that can be 
used when one is driving in fog. 

fogy ['fougi] {pi fogies) n an old fogy a person 
whose ideas are considered to be old- 
fashioned. 

foible ['foibl] « a weakness or failing in a per¬ 
son’s character that is not very serious □ one 
of his many little foibles. 

foil [foil] o n -1. [of metal! a very thin sheet of 
metal □ silver/kitchen foil. -2. a person or thing 
that acts as a contrast to emphasize the 
characteristics of some other person or thing 
□ The white walls are a foil for the brightly- 
colored pictures, o vt [plan, attempt, criminal] to 
prevent <sthg/sb bad> from succeeding □ 
The raid was foiled by a security guard. 

foist [foist] vt to foist sthg on sb to give or sell 
sb sthg they do not really want □ Don't try to 
foist your political views on me. 

fold [foold] o vt -1. [piece of paper, cloth, sheet] 

to bend a part of <sthg> so that it covers 
another part □ He folded the letter in half, m to 
fold one's arms to hold one’s arms so that 
they are crossed over each other against 
one’s chest □ She leaned back, arms folded, and 
said nothing. -2. [table, chair, umbrella] to bend 
or close parts of <sthg> so that it takes up 
less space □ The bench can be folded when not 
in use. -3. to fold sb in one's arms to put 
one’s arms around sb. 
o vi -1. [table, chair, bed] to be able to be 
bent or closed, so that it takes up less space. 
-2. [company, show] to fail and close (informal 
use) □ The show folded after only a week, 
o n -1. [in paper] the line or edge that is 
made in a piece of material, paper etc when 
it is folded □ Cut along the fold. -2. [for animals] 

an enclosed part of a field where animals 
spend the night. -3. the fold the place or in¬ 
stitution where someone belongs or feels at 
home □ It's good to welcome Professor Barclay 
back to the fold. 

♦ fold up o vt sep -1. to fold sthg up [cloth, 

sheet] to fold sthg several times in order to 
make it smaller □ Fold up your clothes and put 
them away. -2. to fold sthg up [table, chair, um¬ 

brella] to bend or close parts of sthg so that 
it takes up less space □ I've got one of those 
beds that you can fold up. o vi -1. [table, chair, 

umbrella] to be able to be bent or closed, so 
taking up less space □ The umbrella folds up to 
fit in your purse. -2. [company, business] to fail 
and close (informal use) □ The company folded 
up after only a year in business. 

foldaway ffooldawei] adj [bed, table] that can 
be folded for storage. 

folder ['fookfor] n -1. [for documents] a folded 
piece of cardboard or plastic that is designed 
to hold documents, papers etc. -2. com¬ 
puting an area of a disk that contains a par¬ 
ticular type of information, 

folding f'fouldig] adj [table, chair, bicycle] that 
can be folded in order to use less space □ A 
folding bed is perfect for a studio apartment. 

foliage ['foulnd3] n the leaves of a tree or 
bush □ the dense foliage of the laurel tree. 

folk [fook] o adj [art, dancing, medicine] that is 
traditional and popular among the people of 
a particular country, region etc □ a traditional 
folk remedy for headaches, o n = folk music, 
o ttpl people □ city/country folk. 

♦ folks npl (informal use) -1. one's folks one’s 
parents or relatives □ / rarely go back to see 
my folks. -2. a word used to address a group 
of people one knows well □ See you, folks! 

folklore ['foukb:r] n the traditional customs, 
music, stories etc of the people of a particu¬ 
lar country or region □ His adventures have be¬ 
come a part of local folklore. 

folk music n -1. a traditional kind of music 
that has been passed down from generation 
to generation and has no known composer. 
-2. a kind of music that uses traditional in¬ 
struments, especially acoustic guitars, and 
sounds like folk music, 

folk singer « a person who sings folk songs, 

folk song n a song that has been passed 
down from generation to generation and 
has no known composer, 

folksy [’fouksi] (compar folksier, superl folksiest) 

adj US that seems simple and informal in 
manner or appearance (informal use), 

follicle [‘folikl] n a very small hole in the skin 
that a hair grows out of □ a hair follicle. 

follow ['fDloo] o vt -1. [guide, person in front] to 
go after <sb> □ A dog followed me all the way 
home. -2. [event] to happen after <sthg> □ 
The lecture will be followed by a question and an¬ 
swer session. -3. [river, path, trend] to go the 
same way as <sthg> □ The road follows the 
coast for 20 miles, then veers inland. -4. [sus¬ 

pect, criminal] to go after <sb> in order to 
catch them □ / had the feeling I was being fol¬ 
lowed. -5. [movement, development] to watch 
<sthg> □ I've followed his progress with great 
interest. -6. [argument, logic] to understand the 
connections between the parts of <sthg> □ 
I'm sorry, I don't follow you. -7. [instructions, ad¬ 

vice] to act according to <sthg> □ Just follow 
my example. 
o vi -1. (person, package, letter] to come after 
□ We have dispatched your order, and an invoice 
will follow. □ We heard nothing in the weeks that 
followed. ■ as follows a phrase used to intro¬ 
duce a list of people or things or a descrip¬ 
tion of the way in which something should 
be done □ The report's recommendations are as 
follows... □ Please complete the form as follows... 
-2. [success, victory] to be a logical result of 
something □ His death follows a long illness. 
-3. [conclusion, argument] to be logical □ Just 
because this one is useless, it doesn't necessarily 
follow that they all are. -4. [person] to under¬ 
stand □ I'm sorry, I don't quite follow. 

♦ follow up vt sep -1. to follow sthg up [idea, 
suggestion, hunch] to explore or develop sthg 
further □ / want you to follow this complaint up 
with the people concerned. □ The company is fol¬ 
lowing up last year's success with three new 
products. -2. to follow sthg up [meal, study, job] 
to finish sthg in a way which makes it com¬ 
plete □ He followed up a perfect performance 
with a brilliant encore. 
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follower ['fDlouar] n a person who supports 
the ideas of a particular person □ He's a faith¬ 
ful follower of the latest economic guru. 

following f'fDlounj] o adj -1. [time, flight, day] 

that comes next in a sequence □ / went back 
the following week. -2. a word used to refer to 
something that is about to be mentioned □ 
The following candidates have been successful: 
Mark Chadwick, Jane Moore, o n a group of 
supporters □ He has built up a devoted follow¬ 
ing. o prep after and as a result of <sthg> □ 
Following heavy rain, the game has been can¬ 
celed. 

follow-up o adj [visit, treatment, study] that 
deals with something started earlier □ We 
had a follow-up meeting to monitor the progress 
that had been made, o n a meeting, visit, les¬ 
son etc that deals with something started 
earlier □ / missed the follow-up to last week's 
lecture. 

folly ['fDli] n foolishness □ It would be sheer folly 
to give up now. 

foment [fou'ment] vt to foment trouble/rebel¬ 
lion etc to encourage people to make trouble/ 
to rebel etc (formal use). 

fond [fDnd] adj -1. [smile, embrace, farewell] that 
expresses affection □ One last fond kiss, and 
then they parted. -2. to be fond of sb to like sb 
very much, especially when one has known 
them for a long time □ I'm very fond of you, 
but I can't marry you. ■ to be fond of sthg to 
like sthg very much □ I'm very fond of choco¬ 
late liqueurs, a I've grown very fond of my old 
car. -3. a fond hope/wish a hope/wish that is 
not likely to happen, and so seems foolish 
(literary use) □ It was his fond ambition that I be¬ 
come a surgeon. 

fondle ['fondl] vt to touch or stroke <a person, 
animal, or thing> several times in a gentle 
way that shows affection □ He tried to fondle 
her in the back of the car. 

fondly ['ftmdli] adv -1. [smile, remember] with 
affection □ / often think fondly of those days. 
-2. [believe, hope] see fond □ Her parents fondly 
imagined that she would get married. 

fondness ['fnndnas] n a liking □ He has a fond¬ 
ness for rich food. 

fondue [US fon'du:, GB 'fDndu:] tt a dish consist¬ 
ing of hot oil or a hot cheese sauce into 
which pieces of bread, meat, or vegetables 
are dipped and eaten. 

font [font] n -1. [in a church] the stone structure 
in a church that consists of a container at 
the top that holds water for baptizing peo¬ 
ple. -2. [of characters] a set of letters of a par¬ 
ticular size and style used in printing, word 
processing etc. 

food [fu:d] n something that people or ani¬ 
mals eat □ How much do you spend on food? □ 
I love Italian food! ■ food for thought some¬ 
thing that makes one think seriously about 
something □ Well, that's certainly given us food 
for thought. 

food chain n the relationship that exists be¬ 
tween living things that eat each other □ 
Plankton play a vital role in the food chain. 

food mixer n an electrical appliance used in 
the kitchen to mix ingredients together, or 
chop or grind them. 

food poisoning « an illness in which harmful 
organisms in food cause stomach pains, 
vomiting, and diarrhea □ an outbreak of food 
poisoning. 

food processor n an appliance used in the 
kitchen to mix food or cut it into smaller 
pieces. 

food stamps npl in the USA, coupons given 
by the government to poor people that they 
can use to buy food. 

foodstuffs ['fuidstAfs] npl particular kinds of 
food that people eat □ All foodstuffs must be 
stored in accordance with the instructions. 

fool [fu:l] on-1. a person who one thinks is 
stupid □ / felt like such a fool. ■ to make a fool 
(out) of sb to make sb appear ridiculous □ 
Are you trying to make a fool of me? ■ to make 
a fool of oneself to act in a way that makes 
one appear ridiculous □ / think I made rather a 
fool of myself last night. ■ to act or play the fool 
to behave in a silly way to make people 
laugh □ Oh John, stop acting the fool. -2. GB a 
kind of dessert made from fruit puree and 
cream □ a fruit fool, o vt to trick <sb> □ You 
can't fool me so easilyI □ He was fooled into 
thinking the intruders were repairmen, o vi to do 
or say something as a joke n / was only fool¬ 
ing! □ Quit fooling! 

♦ fool around vi -1. [child, student] to behave 
in a foolish way. -2. [husband, wife] to have 
sex with somebody who is not one’s usual 
partner □ / had no idea she was fooling around 
with another man. -3. to fool around with sthg 
[with a radio, computer] to use or make 
changes to sthg, especially without permis¬ 
sion □ If / catch you fooling around with my com¬ 
puter again I'll stop your pocket money! 

foolhardy ['fu:lha:rdi] adj [person] who takes 
foolish and unnecessary risks □ It was fool¬ 
hardy to drive in such conditions. 

foolish ['fuihfl adj -1. [person] who is not sen¬ 
sible and does not consider the results of 
their actions □ That was a foolish thing to do. 
-2. to look/feel foolish to look/feel stupid, es¬ 
pecially in a way that is likely to make peo¬ 
ple laugh at one □ We've all been made to look 
foolish in front of the shareholders. 

foolishly ['fudijli] adv -1. a word used to 
show that one thinks something was foolish 
□ Foolishly, I believed him. -2. [behave, act] see 
foolish □ She grinned foolishly. 

foolproof [’fuilpruif] adj [system, machine, plan] 
that is simple to use or understand and can¬ 
not go wrong □ This new system is supposed 
to be foolproof. 

foolscap [’fuilskasp] n a size of paper 
(340 x430mm) □ a piece of foolscap. 

foot [fut] {pi feet) o n -1. [of a person, animal, 
bird] the part of the body at the end of the 
leg that is used for standing on, walking etc 
□ I've got a blister on my right foot. □ a foot mas¬ 
sage. ■ to be on one's feet to be standing. □ 
I've been on my feet all day. » to get to one's 
feet to stand up □ Frederick got slowly to his 
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feet. ■ on or by foot by walking □ They come 
to work on foot. ■ to be back on one's feet [per¬ 
son] to be well again after an illness or op¬ 
eration; [company, economy] to be successful 
again after a period of difficulty □ We'll have 
you back on your feet in no time. □ The business 
will take years to get back on its feet again. • to 
have cold feet to be scared of doing some¬ 
thing frightening, dangerous etc after having 
agreed to do it (informal use) □ You're not get¬ 
ting cold feet about this, are you? m to have itchy 
feet to feel like moving from one home or 
job to another one (informal use). ■ to put 
one's foot down to demand that something 
must stop and not happen □ / had to put my 
foot down and demand better service. ■ to put 
one's foot in it to cause a difficult or embar¬ 
rassing situation by saying something that 
upsets somebody or that is a secret □ Oh 
dear, have I put my foot in it again? ■ to put 
one's feet up to relax by sitting or lying 
down and supporting one's legs on some¬ 
thing □ When I get home all I want is to sit 
down and put my feet up. m to be rushed off 
one's feet to have a lot of work to do very 
quickly. ■ to set foot in a place to enter a 
place □ Never set foot in my house again! ■ to 
stand on one's own two feet to survive with¬ 
out help from anybody else □ It’s time you 
learned to stand on your own two feet. -2. the 
foot of sthg [of a page, hill, stairs] the bottom 
of sthg □ The village is at the foot of the hill. 
-3. [in measurements] a unit (0.3048m) used 
for measuring length □ I'm five foot five 
(inches). □ That wall is two foot ok feet high, 
o vt to foot the bill to pay for something (in¬ 
formal use). 

footage ['futid3l n a part of a film that shows 
a particular event □ They showed some foot¬ 
age of the first televised Olympic Games. 

foot-and-mouth disease n a very serious dis¬ 
ease that affects the mouth and hooves of 
cattle, pigs, sheep etc. 

football [’fotboil] « -1. US a game played on a 
large field by two teams of 11 players who 
throw or carry an oval-shaped ball past each 
other in order to score points at the end of 
the field □ Do you play football? -2. GB a game, 
also called soccer, played by two teams of 
11 players who kick a ball around a large 
field with a goal at each end. The aim is to 
kick the ball into the opponents’ goal □ Let's 
have a game of football. -3. a ball used for 
playing any kind of football, 

footballer ['futbo:l3r] « GB a person who plays 
soccer, usually as a job. 

football field n US an area of ground, 300 feet 
long, used for playing football, 

football game « us a game of football, 

football ground n GB the field and buildings 
used by people playing or watching soccer. 

football match n GB a game of soccer. 

football player n = footballer, 

football pools npl GB a game in which mon¬ 
ey is bet on the results of soccer matches 
that have not yet been played. 

W FOOTBALL POOLS 
In Britain, “doing the pools” means trying 
to guess which soccer matches will end in a 
draw, and betting a small amount of money 
on them. It is also possible to gamble on 
which teams will win home or away games. 
People who do the pools regularly listen 
eagerly to the results of soccer matches on 
the radio or television on Saturday evenings. 
Large cash prizes are won every week by 
people who guess the results correcdy. 

footbrake ['futbreik] n a brake in a car, truck 
etc that is operated by one’s foot, 

footbridge ['futbrid3] n a bridge that is de¬ 
signed for people to walk across, 

footer ['fut3r] n computing information such as 
a page number that is programmed to ap¬ 
pear at the bottom of each page, 

foot fault n a fault in tennis where a player 
steps over the back line of the court while 
serving. 

foothills ['futhilz] npl low hills at the bottom 
of a mountain or range of mountains, 

foothold ['fothould] n a place to put one’s foot 
when climbing up or down a mountain □ 
You should be able to find a foothold further up. m 
to get a foothold in sthg [in a company, market] 
to get a job or position from which one can 
make good progress □ The company is trying to 
get a foothold in southeast Asia. 

footing ['futirj] « -1. to lose one's footing/ 
balance to slip, with the result that one falls 
or nearly falls □ She lost her footing on the 
steps. -2. to be on a business/an official etc 
footing to have a business/official etc rela¬ 
tionship with somebody. ■ to be on an equal 
footing to be treated or considered in the 
same way as somebody else □ Western com¬ 
panies will soon be able to compete on an equal 
footing with their Asian rivals. 

footlights [’futlaits] npl the row of lights 
along the front of a stage in a theater, 

footman [’fotmsn] (yl footmen [-man]) « a male 
servant who opens doors, serves food etc. 

footmark ['futma:rk| « a mark made by a foot 
or shoe on a surface. 

footnote ['futnout] n information at the bot¬ 
tom of a page that says more about a par¬ 
ticular point, shown by a number or letter 
in the text. 

footpath [US 'futpsG, pi -paedz, GB -pa:0, pi 
-pa:dz] n a narrow path for people to walk 
along □ 'Keep to the footpath.' 

footprint ['futprint] n the mark made by a 
shoe or by a person's or animal’s foot on a 
soft or wet surface □ There were fresh foot¬ 
prints in the snow. 

Footsie [’futsi] n = FT-SE 100 (informal use), 

footsore [‘futso:r] adj [person] who has tired 
and painful feet because they have been 
walking a lot. 

footstep [’futstep] « -1. the sound made by a 
foot on the ground when somebody is 
walking □ She heard footsteps behind her. -2. a 
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mark made by a foot or shoe on a surface □ 
footsteps in the sand. ■ to follow in sb's foot¬ 
steps to do the same job or activity that sb 
else has done in the past, especially an older 
relative □ She hopes to follow in her father's 
footsteps. 

footwear [[fotwear] n a collective term for 
shoes, boots, sandals etc □ Bring sensible foot¬ 
wear with you. 

footwork ['futw3irk] n movements or steps 
made by the feet, especially when playing 
sports or dancing. 

for [stressed fo:r, unstressed fa1] o prep -1. a pre¬ 
sent for my sister a present to be given to or 
used by my sister (used to show who some¬ 
thing is meant for) □ Are there any messages 
for me? -2. to do sthg for sb to do sthg to be 
useful, helpful, or pleasant to sb (used for 
the indirect objects of some verbs) □ Let me 
carry that bag for you. □ He bought a book for his 
brother. □ / cooked lunch for twelve people. 
-3. to work for sb to be employed by sb □ 
She writes for a newspaper. ■ to act for sb to 
act on behalf of sb; to represent sb □ She 
played tennis for England. -4. a knife for cutting 
paper a knife designed, used, or intended to 
cut paper □ a gadget for opening cans □ We 
need a new carpet for the living room, m what's 
it for? what is its use?; what does it do? □ 
Do you have anything for a sore throat? -5. in 
prison for burglary in prison because of bur¬ 
glary (used to show why something has 
happened or is true) □ / apologized for my 
rudeness. □ The zoo closed for lack of funds. □ 
.Burgundy is famous for its wines. ■ the reason 
for my question the reason why I asked. ■ 
what...for? why? □ What did you do that for? 
-6. I'm going out for a walk I’m going out in 
order to have a walk □ We had to run for the 
bus. □ / came here for a rest. -7. we talked for 
two hours used to show how long some¬ 
thing goes on □ She'll be away for a month. □ 
They've lived here for years. -8. I'll be back for 
lunch I shall be back in time to have lunch. 
-9. the meeting planned for the 30th the 
meeting planned to take place on the 30th. 
■ I got a watch for Christmas/my birthday I 
got a watch at Christmas/on my birthday 
(used for special occasions). -10. the plane 
for Phoenix the plane that goes to Phoenix □ 
She left for Paris yesterday. -11. used to show 
distances □ We drove for miles. -12. I bought/ 
sold it for $10 the price was $10 when I 
bought/sold it □ You can eat there for under 
$30. -13. used to show who is affected or 
concerned by something □ The work should be 
easy for someone like you. □ / have enormous re¬ 
spect for her. -14. she's tall for her age she is 
surprisingly tall when you consider her age. 
-15. the old name for London the old name 
that means or describes London □ What's the 
Greek for "mother"? -16. to vote for sb/sthg to 
vote in favor of or in support of sb/sthg. 

o con] because (literary use). 

♦ for all o prep -1. in spite of <sthg> □ He's a 
very unhappy man for all his money. -2. when 
you consider how little... □ For all the good 
it's done me, I might as well have stayed at 

home. □ He can go to hell, for all I care, o conj 
for all I know, she's already left she has per¬ 
haps already left. 

FOR (abbr of free on rail) adv at a price that in¬ 
cludes all the seller’s costs up to the delivery 
of goods to the railroad for shipment. 

forage ['ft>rid3] vi [person, animal] to search for 
food □ They foraged for roots and berries to stay 
alive. 

foray ['fDrei] n -1. [into enemy area] a sudden 
short attack on enemy land by soldiers. -2. 
[into politics, publishing, television] an attempt 
to enter a new field of work or activity □ Af¬ 
ter a brief foray into journalism she went into 
business. 

forbad, forbade [f3r'baed] past tense of forbid. 

forbearing [fo^'bearir)] adj [person] who is pa¬ 
tient and forgives people □ a forbearing 
nature/attitude. 

forbid [far'bid] (pt forbade or forbad, pp forbid 
or forbidden, cont forbidding) vt [action, activity] 

to tell somebody firmly or officially not to 
do <sthg> □ I forbid it. □ The government con¬ 
tinues to forbid the use of these drugs. □ I am 
forbidden to disclose that information. □ / forbid 
you to leave the house. ■ God or Heaven forbid! 
a phrase used to show one hopes very much 
that something will not happen. 

forbidden [fo' bidn] o past participle of forbid, 
o adj -1. [place] that one is not allowed to 
visit □ Certain areas were forbidden to foreign¬ 
ers. -2. [subject] that one is not allowed to 
talk or write about □ For this writer there is no 
such thing as a forbidden topic. -3. [activity] that 
one is not allowed to do □ Smoking is strictly 
forbidden. 

forbidding [f3r'bidirj] adj [person, place] that 
looks unfriendly or frightening □ The house 
looked dark and forbidding. □ a forbidding task. 

force [fo:rs] On-1. [of an explosion, earthquake] 

strength and power □ We felt the force of the 
blast from five miles away. □ Her singing voice 
has lost some of its legendary force. -2. [of a per¬ 

son] physical strength or violence □ The police 
used force to enter the building, m by force using 
physical strength or violence □ We had to open 
the door by force. -3. [of gravity, magnetism] the 
pushing or pulling effect of one thing on an¬ 
other □ the force of gravity □ the magnetic force. 
-4. somebody or something that has a 
strong influence or powerful effect over peo¬ 
ple or things o the forces of evil, m to do sthg 
from force of habit to do sthg without think¬ 
ing because one has done it many times be¬ 
fore □ / still refer to the store by its old name 
from force of habit. -5. to be in/come into force 
[law, regulation, agreement] to be used/start 
being used □ The ban will come into force as of 
tomorrow. 

o vt -1. [person] to make <sb> do something 
they do not want to do □ They forced him to 
resign. □ / was forced to admit I was wrong. □ / 

had to force myself to get out of bed this morn¬ 
ing. □ The company was forced into bankruptcy. 
-2. [door, lock, case] to use physical strength 
to open <sthg> □ The burglars had forced an 
entry through the bathroom window. □ They had 
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to force open the window lock. -3. to force 
one's way through/into sthg to use physical 
strength to get through/into sthg □ A few 
demonstrators managed to force their way 
through the police cordon. □ He forced his way 
into the building. -4. [decision, issue] to cause 
<sthg> to be dealt with more quickly. -5. to 
force a smile/laugh to smile/laugh unwilling¬ 
ly or with difficulty. 

♦ forces npl -1. the forces a collective term 
for the army, navy, and airforce. -2. to join 
forces to work together in order to achieve 
something □ We are joining forces with the gov¬ 
ernment to promote AIDS awareness. 

♦ in force adv in large numbers □ The fans 
turned out in force. 

♦ by force of prep as a result of doing or 
using <sthg> □ She won the argument by sheer 
force of reason. 

♦ force back vt sep -1. to force a group of 
people back to use force to move a group of 
people backward □ The police forced the dem¬ 
onstrators back. -2. to force an emotion back to 
control an emotion so that other people do 
not notice it □ She forced back the tears. 

♦ force down vt sep -1. to force sthg down to 
eat or drink sthg that one does not really 
want. -2. to force an aircraft down to make 
an aircraft land before it arrives at the place 
where it was going. 

forced [fo:rst] adj -1. forced labor work done 
by prisoners in very bad conditions. -2. [hu¬ 

mor, conversation] that is not enjoyable be¬ 
cause it takes a lot of effort; [smile, laugh] 

that does not show real pleasure because it 
is not sincere. 

forced landing n the sudden landing of an 
aircraft that has developed problem. 

force-feed vt to make <a person or animal> 
eat when they do not want to. 

forceful [’fo:rsfl] adj -1. [person] who expresses 
opinions strongly and gets other people to 
agree with them □ She has a strong and force¬ 
ful personality. -2. [argument] that is very con¬ 
vincing; [impression] that has a strong effect 
on somebody □ The whole scene made a very 
forceful impression on me. 

forcefully ['fo:rsfli] adv [express, argue, speak] 

see forceful □ He spoke out forcefully against the 
country's human rights abuses. 

forceps [’fo:rseps] npl a medical instrument 
like a pair of scissors with curved ends, used 
for holding things firmly □ a pair of forceps. 

forcible ['fa:rs3bl] adj -1. [removal, detention] 

that is done using physical force □ the for¬ 
cible repatriation of illegal immigrants. -2. to be a 
forcible reminder of sthg to remind people of 
sthg in a strong and clear way □ The iron 
gates stood as a forcible reminder of what the 
camp had once been. 

forcibly ['fo:rssbli] adv [enter, impose, remind] 

see forcible. 

ford [fo:rd] o n a place in a river or stream 
where the water is not very deep and where 
one can cross by foot or in a car. o vt to 
cross <a river or stream> at a ford. 

Ford [fo:rd], Henry (1863-1947) a US busi¬ 
nessman and car manufacturer. He was the 
first person to use a production line to make 
cars in large numbers. 

fore [fo:r] o adj [wing, deck] that is at the front 
of an animal, ship, or aircraft, o n to come 
to the fore to become popular or important 
□ This technology came to the fore during the 
1980s. 

forearm ['fo:ra;rm] n the part of the arm be¬ 
tween the hand and the elbow. 

forebears ['fo:rbe3rz] npl one’s ancestors (for¬ 
mal use). 

foreboding [fo:rlboudirj] n [of evil, disaster, dan¬ 
ger] a feeling that something bad will hap¬ 
pen a She had a foreboding that things would go 
seriously wrong. 

forecast [US 'foirkaest, GB 'fo:ka:st] (pt & pp 
forecast or forecasted) On a statement, 
usually official, about a particular subject 
that says what one thinks will happen in 
the future □ a sales/economic forecast, o vt 
[weather, result, level] to make a forecast 
about <sthg> □ Economists have forecasted 3% 
growth next year. 

forecaster [US 'foirksstr, GB 'foikaista] n a per¬ 
son whose job is to forecast profits, eco¬ 
nomic growth etc □ an economic forecaster. 

foreclose [fo:r'klouz] o vt to foreclose a mort¬ 
gage to stop a mortgage and take possession 
of the property it was used to buy, because 
the money has not been repaid as agreed, 
o vi: The bank has threatened to foreclose on 
him/his mortgage. 

foreclosure [fo:r'klou33r] n: see foreclose □ The 
bank has threatened me with foreclosure. 

forecourt ['fo:rko:rt] n GB the open area in 
front of a large building, especially a garage 
or station. 

forefathers ['fo:rfa:d3rz] npl one’s ancestors, 

forefinger [*fo:rfir)g3r] n the finger next to 
one’s thumb. 

forefront ['fo:rfr,\nt] n to be in or at the fore¬ 
front of sthg [of research, a struggle, campaign] 
to be among the people leading sthg □ She's 
at the forefront of the pro-choice campaign. □ 
Pro-lmpex, a company at the forefront of commu¬ 
nications technology. 

forego [fo:r'gou] vt = forgo, 

foregoing [fo:r'gouirj] (formal use) o adj [infor¬ 
mation, analysis] that has just been mentioned 
a The foregoing statement was issued by the de¬ 
partment's spokesperson, o n the foregoing a 
phrase used to refer to something that has 
just been mentioned. 

foregone conclusion [,fo:rgon-] n a foregone 
conclusion something that has not yet hap¬ 
pened but that one believes must happen 
and cannot be avoided □ The outcome of the 
election was a foregone conclusion. 

foreground ['fo:rgraund] « the part of a pic¬ 
ture, view, photograph etc that is or seems 
nearest to one □ A tree stood in the foreground. 

forehand ['fo:rhaend] n [in tennis, squash, badmin¬ 
ton] a shot in which the palm of the hand 
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faces the ball as it is hit □ a forehand smash. 
NOTE: Compare backhand, 

forehead ['forod] n the part of the face above 
the eyebrows and below the top of the 
head. 

foreign ['foran] adj -1. [country] that is not 
one’s own; [person, language, import] that is 
from a foreign country □ He sounded foreign 
to me. □ She had a foreign accent. -2. [policy, 

news, vacation] that deals with or involves 
foreign countries □ our foreign news desk. -3. a 
foreign object/substance an object/a sub¬ 
stance that has entered something by acci¬ 
dent and can cause harm. -4. to be foreign to 
sb not to be typical of sb’s character, behav¬ 
ior etc □ Such thinking is entirely foreign to 
them. 

foreign affairs npl issues that concern one’s 
own country’s relations with other countries, 

foreign aid n help, e.g. money, food, or 
goods, that is given to poorer foreign coun¬ 
tries □ foreign aid workers/shipments/supplies. 

foreign body « a small object or insect that 
has entered somewhere, e.g. part of the 
body, by accident □ Irritation in the eye may be 
caused by a foreign body. 

foreign competition n business competition 
in a particular business or industry from 
other countries. 

foreign correspondent n a journalist who re¬ 
ports news from a foreign country, 

foreign currency n money that is used in an¬ 
other country. 

foreigner ['friranal « a person who comes 
from a foreign country □ Foreigners are not al¬ 
lowed into the country without a visa. 

foreign exchange n the system of buying 
and selling money from different countries □ 
The dollar has fallen sharply against the yen on 
foreign exchange markets. □ Foreign exchange 
rates are fluctuating wildly. 

foreign investment n money invested in for¬ 
eign countries; the act of investing in foreign 
countries. 

foreign minister n a minister who is respon¬ 
sible for their country’s relations with other 
countries. 

Foreign Office « the Foreign Office the British 
government department that deals with re¬ 
lations with other countries. 

Foreign Secretary n the British government 
minister who is head of the Foreign Office, 

foreign service n US the people who are em¬ 
ployed by their government to work in em¬ 
bassies abroad. 

foreleg ['fo:rleg] n one of the front legs of an 
animal. 

foreman ['fo:rmsn] {pi foremen [-man]) « -1. an 
experienced worker who is in charge of oth¬ 
er workers in a factory, on a building site 
etc, and reports to a manager. -2. a member 
of a jury who tells the court their verdict at 
the end of a trial. 

foremost ['fo:rmoust] o adj the foremost 
writer/expert etc the best or most important 

writer/expert etc □ It is one of the country's 
foremost research centers, o adv first and fore¬ 
most most importantly □ Although a success¬ 
ful writer, she is, first and foremost, a teacher. 

forename ['fo:rneim] n one’s first name, cho¬ 
sen by one’s parents (formal use), 

forensic [fa'rensik] adj [department, evidence, 

scientist] that is concerned with the use of 
forensic science. 

forensic medicine tt the use of medical 
knowledge to help solve crimes, 

forensic science n the use of scientific tech¬ 
niques to help solve crimes, 

forerunner ['fo:rrAiiar] n a person, thing, or 
idea that started something that later devel¬ 
oped into something bigger or better □ one 
of the forerunners of modem psychology. 

foresee [fo:r'si:] (^rforesaw [-'so:], ^foreseen) vt 
[change, problem, event] to know <that some¬ 
thing will or will probably happen> before it 
does happen □ I can't foresee any reasons why 
they would refuse this contract. □ Nobody could 
have foreseen that the bridge would collapse. 

foreseeable [fo:r'si:obl] adj [accident, problem] 

that can be expected to happen and is there¬ 
fore not surprising. ■ for the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture as far ahead in the future as one can 
see or plan □ He will be staying with the compa¬ 
ny for the foreseeable future, m in the foresee¬ 
able future quite soon □ I don't think any 
changes will be made in the foreseeable future. 

foreseen [fo:r'si:n] past participle of foresee, 

foreshadow [fa:r'Jaedou] vt [event, development] 

to be a sign of <sthg that is going to hap- 
pen> □ The company's sell-off was foreshad¬ 
owed by the recent decline in profits. 

foreshortened [fo:r'Jo:rtnd] adj that has been 
drawn, painted etc as it looks in real life, so 
that part of it looks smaller or shorter be¬ 
cause it is further away or is at an angle, 

foresight ['f3:rsait] n the ability to see what is 
likely to happen in a particular situation and 
to do something about it □ Fortunately, they 
had the foresight to take out full insurance. 

foreskin ['fodskin] n a piece of skin that cov¬ 
ers the end of the penis, 

forest ['forsst] n a large area of trees that 
grow close together □ a pine forest. 

forestall [fo:r'sto:l] vt [person, attempt, criticism] 

to prevent <sb> from doing something, or 
prevent <sthg> from happening, by doing 
something else first n There were large num¬ 
bers of policemen there to forestall any trouble. 

forestation [.fDra'steiJn] « the practice of 
planting trees over a wide area, 

forestry f'fnrastri] n the profession of growing 
and looking after forests. 

Forestry Commission n the Forestry Commis¬ 
sion in Britain, the organization in charge of 
the management of forests, 

foretaste ['fo:rteist] n to be a foretaste of sthg 
to be a small example of sthg that will hap¬ 
pen later n As a foretaste of your trip, let me 
show you a few photographs of the area. 

foretell [fo:r'tel] {pt & pp foretold) vf to say 
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<that something will happen in the future>, 
before it actually does happen □ Who could 
have foretold that prices would fall so sharply? 

forethought ffo:r0o:t] n careful thought that 
is given to something before it happens in 
order to make it more successful or avoid 
problems □ A little forethought can save a lot of 
time and trouble. 

foretold [fD:r'tould] past tense d? past participle 
of foretell. 

forever [far'evaT adv -1. from now until the 
end of time □ I'll love you forever. □ The days of 
the great Hollywood legends are gone forever. 
-2. to be forever doing sthg to do sthg too 
often in a way that annoys people (informal 
use) □ He's forever telling me how broke he is! 

forewarn [fo:r'wo:rn] vt to warn <sb> about 
something bad that is going to happen so 
that they can be prepared □ The gang appears 
to have been forewarned of the raid. 

foreword ['fo:rw3:rd] n a text at the beginning 
of a book that tells people about the author 
and the book. 

forfeit ['fa:rfat] o « something one loses or 
has to do as a punishment □ If you lose, you 
have to pay a forfeit, o vt [property, deposit, 

right] to lose <sthg>, especially because one 
has broken an agreement or done some¬ 
thing wrong □ You understand that in signing 
this contract, you forfeit your right to the estate? 

forgave [far'geiv] past tense of forgive, 

forge [fo:rd3] o n a place where metal is heat¬ 
ed and made into objects, such as horse¬ 
shoes and gates, o vt -1. [metal, iron) to heat 
and shape <sthg> by hammering it. -2. 
[friendship, alliance] to create <sthg> with a 
lot of effort and determination □ We have 
forged strong links with churches in Johannes¬ 
burg. -3. [money, passport, signature] to make 
an illegal copy of <sthg> in order to deceive 
people; [painting, work of art) to make <sthg> 
that copies the style of a famous artist so 
that people pay a lot of money for it. 

♦ forge ahead vi to make progress quickly, 
especially more quickly than other people □ 
They are forging ahead with plans to open up ten 
new stores. 

forger ['fo:rd33r] n a person who forges mon¬ 
ey, passports etc. 

forgery ['fo:rd33n] (pi forgeries) n -1. some¬ 
thing that has been forged, e.g. a signature, 
passport, or painting □ The painting was dis¬ 
covered to be a forgery. -2. [of money, passport) 

see forge □ He was accused of forgery. 

forget [f3r'get] (pt forgot, pp forgotten, cont for¬ 
getting) o vf -1. [person, name, fact] not to re¬ 
member <sb/sthg> □ I'll never forget you, Jack. 
□ / always forget to turn the alarm on. □ He com¬ 
pletely forgot (that) we were coming. □ / never 
forget a face. □ / forget which company he works 
for. □ I'll never forget buying my first car. ■ to 
forget oneself to behave in an unusual or un¬ 
controlled way, as a result of a strong emo¬ 
tion □ Professor Marget forgot himself to the ex¬ 
tent of hitting the student over the head with a 
book. -2. [scarf, book] to leave <sthg> behind 
in a place when one goes away, without in¬ 

tending to leave it □ Don't forget your umbrella. 
-3. [idea, event] to deliberately stop thinking 
about or doing <sthg> □ We might as well for¬ 
get the whole thingl □ Let's forget our differ¬ 
ences. □ Oh, forget it! 

o vi -1. not to remember something □ Sorry, 
I had completely forgotten about it. □ And try not 
to forget in future! -2. to deliberately stop 
thinking about something □ / can forgive but I 
can't forget. □ How could I ever forget! □ We 
agreed to forget about the outburst. 

forgetful [far'getfl] adj [person] who forgets 
things easily, especially things that have to 
be done □ She became forgetful in her old age. 

forget-me-not n a plant with tiny blue flow¬ 
ers. 

forgive [for'giv] (pt forgave, pp forgiven [- givn]) 
vt -1. to say or feel that one is no longer an¬ 
gry with <sb>; to say or feel that one is no 
longer angry with somebody about <sthg> □ 
Can you ever forgive me? □ / can never forgive 
him for what he did. □ Please forgive his behav¬ 
ior. -2. one could be forgiven for thinking... a 
phrase used to say that it is very easy to 
understand why somebody might think a 
particular thing □ If you didn't know him very 
well you could be forgiven for thinking that mak¬ 
ing money was his only interest in life. 

forgiveness [f3r'givn3s] n the act of forgiving 
somebody □ They asked his forgiveness. 

forgiving [f3rlgivirj] adj [person] who forgives 
people easily. 

forgo [fo:r'gou] (pt forwent, pp forgone [-’gon]) 
vt [opportunity, vacation] to decide not to have 
<sthg> □ / had to forgo my trip to India because 
of work pressures. 

forgot [far'gDt] past tense of forget. 

forgotten [far'gntn] past participle of forget. 

fork [fo:rk] On-1. [for eating] a small tool used 
for eating with that has three or four points 
at one end and is often used with a knife 
held in the other hand □ a knife and fork. 
-2. [for digging] a tool with a handle at one 
end and three or four large metal points at 
the other, used for digging □ a garden fork. 
-3. [in a road] a place where a road, river etc 
separates into two parts; one of these parts 
□ We came to a fork in the road. □ Take the right 
fork for Craster. o vi [road, path, river] to sepa¬ 
rate into two parts. 

♦ fork out (informal use) O vt fus to fork out 
money to pay money for something, espe¬ 
cially a lot of money or too much money □ 
Some parents fork out $10,000 a year for private 
school fees, o vi: We've just had to fork out for a 
new computer. 

forklift ['fo:rklift] n a forklift (truck) a vehicle 
with two metal arms at the front that are 
placed under heavy goods and used to lift 
and move them. 

forlorn [f3r'b:rn] adj -1. [person, face, expression] 
that looks lonely and sad □ He stood there 
looking lost and forlorn. -2. [place, landscape, 
building) that is empty and looks depressing 
□ a forlorn-looking house on the edge of the lake. 
-3. a forlorn hope/attempt a hope/attempt 
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that has very little chance of success □ Jack 
made a forlorn attempt at a smile. 

form [foihn] o n -1. [of a mountain, building, ob¬ 

ject] the shape of something □ The cake was 
in the form of a heart. □ The drug is also available 
in tablet form. -2. [of government, travel, exer¬ 

cise) a type of something □ It's a rare form of 
cancer. ■ in the form of sthg a phrase used to 
give more precise information about some¬ 
thing that one has just mentioned □ Help 
soon appeared in the form of Mr Gray. □ His ma¬ 
jor sugar intake is in the form of chocolate. ■ to 
take the form of sthg a phrase used to give 
details about the way in which something is 
presented or takes place □ The interview took 
the form of an informal chat. -3. [of a person] a 
person’s physical condition; a person’s level 
of performance □ Given their current form, 
they're unlikely to win. ■ to be on form GB to be 
performing well; to be feeling well. -4. [for 

writing on] an official document that one 
writes one’s details on for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ a booking form □ Please fill in or out the 
enclosed form. -5. [of a man, woman, child] a 
person’s figure □ her slender/tiny form. -6. GB 
education a class in a school □ She's in the 
first form. -7. phrase true to form a phrase 
used to say that something that somebody 
did is typical of them □ Clark, true to form, ar¬ 
rived half an hour late. 
o vt -1. [organization, friendship, alliance] to cre¬ 
ate <sthg> □ The company was formed in 1987. 
□ Valleys are most commonly formed by the ac¬ 
tion of rivers. -2. [circle, line] to make <a 
shape> by moving into particular positions 
□ The applicants formed a line. -3. to be a par¬ 
ticular part of something □ These ads will 
form the basis of our campaign. □ Exports form 
60% of our sales. 
o vi -1. [cloud, line, crowd] to begin to exist 
and grow □ Doubts began to form in my mind. 
-2. to form into a circle/line etc to come to¬ 
gether and make a circle/line etc □ We 
formed into groups. 

formal ['fo:rml] adj -1. [language, speech, behav¬ 

ior] that is correct, serious, and suitable for 
official situations □ / wrote them a formal leiter 
of complaint. □ She was very formal, addressing 
us by our surnames only. -2. a formal occasion/ 
dinner etc an occasion/a dinner etc that fol¬ 
lows socially correct rules and requires spe¬ 
cial clothes to be worn o They are having a 
formal wedding. -3. formal clothes special 
clothes worn on official occasions □ Guests 
are required to wear formal dress. -4. a formal 
decision/offer an official decision/offer □ A 
formal announcement will be made this after¬ 
noon. □ Formal talks are being held in Washing¬ 
ton. -5. formal education/training etc educa¬ 
tion/training etc that is given in a school or 
college □ He has no formal qualifications. 

formality [fod'maebti] {pi formalities) n -1. cor¬ 
rect formal behavior and attention to ac¬ 
cepted rules □ She treated him with cold formal¬ 
ity. -2. something that must be done because 
it is a rule, although it will not affect a par¬ 
ticular person, decision, or result □ There are 
just a few formalities I have to observe, sir. □ The 

interview was just a formality. □ customs formal¬ 

ities. 

formalize, -ise [‘foifnalaiz] vt [plan, agreement, 

arrangement] to make <sthg> official □ The 
deal has yet to be formalized. 

formally ['fodmali] adv [behave, dress, decide] 

see formal □ The proposal has now been formally 
accepted. □ He greeted us very formally. 

format ['fo:rmaet] (pt &t pp formatted, cont for¬ 
matting) o « -1. [of a book] the size, shape, 
number of pages etc of a book or magazine 
□ A4 format. -2. [of a meeting] the way in 
which a meeting, television program etc is 
organized and presented. □ The show is back 
in a new format. -3. computing the way in 
which data is arranged on a disk, o vt to 
prepare <a computer disk or diskette> so 
that it can have data entered onto it in a 
particular way. 

formation [fo:r'mei.fn] n -1. in formation ar¬ 
ranged in a particular order or pattern □ The 
planes flew past in formation. -2. [of plans, rocks, 

an idea] the gradual creation and develop¬ 
ment of something □ unusual rock formations. 
-3. [of an alliance, government, company] the 
process of forming something □ the formation 
of self-help groups. 

formative L'foPmstiv] adj a formative influ¬ 
ence/experience etc am influence/experience 
etc that greatly affects one’s character or the 
way one thinks. ■ formative years the yeairs 
during which a person’s character is formed 
□ They say that one to three are a child's most 
formative years. 

former ['fo:rmor] o adj -1. a former president/ 
teacher etc a person who used to be a 
president/teacher etc, but is not any more □ 
the former prime minister of Australia, Bob 
Hawke □ There are still strong links with the for¬ 
mer colony, m one's former boss/job etc a 
boss/job etc that one used to have □ / met a 
former student of mine yesterday. -2. in former 
times or days in the past. -3. that relates to 
the first of two people or things that have 
just been mentioned □ / prefer the former idea 
to the latter, o n the former the first of the 
two people or things that have just been 
mentioned □ Of the two options, I prefer the 
former. 

formerly [’fo:rm3rli] adv in the past, but not 
now □ The house was formerly owned by a 
priest. 

form feed n computing a command to a print¬ 
er to move to the next sheet of paper. 

Formica™ [f3:rlmaik3] n a hard plastic that is 
used to cover tables and kitchen surfaces. 

formidable ['fo:rmicbbl] adj -1. [person, voice, 

opponent] that is very impressive and causes 
a feeling of fear and respect □ She's a formi¬ 
dable woman. □ a formidable intellect. -2. [task, 

challenge] that is difficult to deal with and 
makes one worried □ We face formidable ob¬ 
stacles. □ They succeeded against formidable 
odds. 

formless ['fo:rmbs] adj [clothes, structure] with¬ 
out a clear and definite shape. 
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formula ['fo^mjab] (pi formulas or formulae 
[-li:]) n -1. math & science a sequence of let- 
ters, figures, and signs that represents a par¬ 
ticular rule or fact □ a mathematical formula □ 
What's the formula for calculating the area of a 
triangle? -2. chemistry a sequence of letters, 
figures, and signs that represent what a sub¬ 
stance is made up of □ The formula for sulfuric 
acid is H2SO4. □ The fuel is made to a secret for¬ 
mula. -3. (for success] a way of doing or say¬ 
ing something that will make something dif¬ 
ficult work successfully □ a formula for suc¬ 
cess □ We must find a formula that is acceptable 
to both sides. -4. racing a word used before a 
number to refer to a particular type of rac¬ 
ing car or car race □ Formula One. 

formulate ['fo:rmjaleit] vt -1. [question, answer, 

idea] to choose particular words to express 
<sthg> o It took Gerard some time to formulate 
a reply. -2. [policy, strategy, plan] to decide the 
details of <sthg> □ The party had only recently 
formulated its financial strategy. 

formulation [,fo:rmja'leifn] n: see formulate □ 
the formulation of new policies. 

fornicate [‘fo:rmkeit] vi to have sex with a 
person one is not married to (literary use). 

forsake [far'seik] (pt forsook, pp forsaken) vt 
[person, habit, place] to abandon <sb/sthg> 
completely (literary use). 

forsaken [f3r'seikan] past participle of forsake. 

forsook [far'sok] past tense of forsake. 

Forster ['fo:rst3r], E.M. (1879-1970) a British 
novelist whose works include A Passage to 
India and A Room with a View. 

forsythia [US far'si0ja, GB fo:r'sai0j3] n a kind 
of bush with yellow flowers that bloom in 
early spring. 

fort [fa:rt] h a strong building or group of 
buildings designed to provide defense 
against a military attack. ■ to hold the fort to 
look after something or somebody tempo¬ 
rarily □ I'm holding the fort for my parents while 
they're away. 

forte [US fo:rt, GB 'foitei] n something that one 
is especially good at □ Music was never my 
forte. 

forth [fo:r0] adv -1. [go, bring, send] out from a 
place (literary use) □ We set forth on our adven¬ 
ture. -2. from that day forth from that day 
onward □ And from that day forth, they never 
spoke again. 

forthcoming [foiH'kAmirj] adj -1. a forthcoming 
meeting/election etc a meeting/an election 
etc that has been planned to happen soon □ 
A cabaret and a Christmas party are among the 
forthcoming attractions. -2. to be forthcoming 
[help, answer, information] to be made avail¬ 
able or be given to somebody □ The neces¬ 
sary resources are rarely forthcoming. -3. 
[person] who is willing to give some¬ 
body information □ / found him very open and 
forthcoming. □ / tried to ask her about it, but she 
wasn 't very forthcoming. 

forthright ['fo:r0rait] adj [person] who says 
what they think honestly. 

forthwith [,fo:r0'wi0] adv immediately (formal 
use). 

fortieth ['fo:rtis0] num 40th; number 40 in a 
series; see also fiftieth. 

fortification [,fo:rt3fa'keifn] n [of a town, build¬ 
ing] see fortify. 

♦ fortifications npl walls, ditches etc that are 
built around a town or building in order to 
protect or defend it □ Some of the city's old 
fortifications still remain. 

fortified wine [,fa:rtafaid-] n a drink such as 
port or sherry made from wine to which ex¬ 
tra alcohol has been added. 

fortify [’foitafai] (pt & pp fortified) vt -1. [city, 

coast, town] to make <a place> strong, e.g. 
by building a wall around it to defend it 
against attack. -2. [resolve, determination, per¬ 

son] to make <sb/sthg> stronger o / took a 
large gulp of wine to fortify myself before going 
in. 

fortitude ['fo:rtotJu:d] n the mental strength 
and courage one needs when one has to 
deal with a difficult or painful situation □ 
She bore her misfortune with great fortitude. 

Fort Knox [-'nt>ks] a fort in Kentucky where 
the US gold supply is kept. It is used as a 
symbol for a place that cannot be broken 
into easily. 

fortnight ['fo:rtnait] « GB a period of two 
weeks □ I'll see you again in a fortnight. 

fortnightly ['fodtnaitli] GB o adj a fortnightly 
newspaper/edition etc a newspaper/an edi¬ 
tion etc that appears every two weeks. ■ a 
fortnightly visit/meeting etc a visit/meeting 
etc that happens every two weeks □ Meet¬ 
ings take place at fortnightly intervals, o adv [ap¬ 

pear, visit, meet] She sends in a report fortnightly 
on a Monday. 

fortress ['foTtras] « a large fort or fortified 
town. 

fortuitous [fo:r,tiu:at3s] adj [meeting, decision] 

that happens by chance and has a good re¬ 
sult (formal use) □ It was quite fortuitous the 
way we met. 

fortunate ['faTtfanat] adj [person, event, choice] 

lucky □ You're very fortunate to have such won¬ 
derful children. 

fortunately ['fa:rtfanatli] adv a word used to 
show that one believes that something is 
fortunate □ Nobody was injured, fortunately. □ 
Fortunately for him, the store was still open. 

fortune ['fa:rt.fanj n -1. a large amount of 
money □ He earns a fortune. □ That car must 
have cost a fortune. -2. luck □ good/bad fortune 
□ Fortune smiled on us. -3. to tell sb’s fortune 
to say what sb's future life will be like by 
looking at the palm of their hand, a crystal 
ball, a deck of cards etc. 

♦ fortunes npl sb's fortunes the good or bad 
events that happen to sb in their life □ The 
book traces the changing fortunes of its hero, 
Charlie Snow, and his family. 

Fortune 500 [-faiv'hAndrad] « a list made each 
year of the 500 largest and most successful 
companies in the USA. 
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fortune-teller n a person who tells people’s 
fortunes, usually for money. 

forty l'fo:rti] num the number 40; see also fifty. 

forum ['foirsm] (pi forums) n -1. history the 
open space where public business was car¬ 
ried out in ancient Rome. -2. [for a debate) a 
place, TV program, magazine etc where 
subjects of interest can be discussed □ The 
conference provides a useful forum for debate. 

forward [ fo:rward] o adv -1. to move/step for¬ 
ward to move/step in the direction that one 
is already facing □ She leaned forward and 
whispered something in his ear. -2. to bring 
sthg forward to change the date of sthg to 
an earlier time □ We'll have to bring July's 
meeting forward to next week. -3. to look for¬ 
ward to look toward the future or a later 
time. ■ to put the clock forward to change 
the clock so that it shows a later time, 
o adj -1. [movement, seat on train] toward the 
front □ / asked for a forward cabin. -2. toward 
the future □ The project is no farther forward 
now than it was last year. ■ forward planning 
planning for the future, especially in busi¬ 
ness. -3. [person) who is too confident and 
does not show enough respect □ / hope you 
don't think I'm being forward, 
o n sport [in soccer, rugby, hockey] a player 
who plays closer to the other team’s goal 
than the other players in their team, 

o vf [goods, information] to send <sthg> to 
the person who has asked for it; [letters, mail] 

to send <sthg> on to somebody’s new ad¬ 
dress when they have moved □ Please for¬ 
ward all correspondence to our new address. 

forwarding address ['faTwa'diij-l n the new 
address a person leaves with the people at 
their old address so that their mail can be 
sent to them after they have moved □ They 
went without leaving a forwarding address. 

forward-looking [-’lukig] adj [person] who has 
modem ideas and thinks that it is important 
to plan for the future □ a forward-looking 
attitude/policy. 

forwards [‘fo;rw3rdz] adv GB = forward. 

forwent [fo:r’went] past tense of forgo. 

fossick ['fDsak] vi AUS to search somewhere 
for something by moving things around 
roughly. 

fossil 1'fDsl] « the print or part of a plant or 
animal that died long ago and has been pre¬ 
served in rock, ice etc. 

fossil fuel n a fuel, e.g. coal, petroleum, or 
natural gas, that is found in the earth and is 
made of the remains of plants and animals 
that died long ago. 

fossilized, -ised ['fosalaizd] adj [animal, plant, 

bone] that has become a fossil. 

foster ['fostar] o adj a foster mother/father a 
woman/man who looks after somebody 
else’s child as a member of their own family 
for a period of time □ He was taken into a fos¬ 
ter family, o vt -1. to look after <somebody 
else’s child> as a foster parent. -2. to help 
<an idea, illusion, hope> etc to grow or 

develop □ policies aimed at fostering economic 
growth/the arts/friendly relations. 

foster child n a child who is fostered. 

foster parent n a person who fosters some¬ 
body else’s child. 

fought [fo:t] past tense & past participle of fight. 

foul [faul] o adj -1. [water, air] dirty □ The air in 
this city is really foul. -2. [weather, smell, person] 

very unpleasant □ She's in a foul mood today. □ 
Mark was quite foul to me earlier. □ What a foul 
smell! -3. foul language language that is rude 
and is full of swear words. -4. to fall foul of 
sb to do something that makes sb angry 
with one. ■ to fall foul of sthg [of the law, po¬ 

lice] to do something that makes trouble for 
one from sthg □ Individuals who fail to obtain a 
license could fall foul of the new regulations, 
o n sport an action that is against the rules. 
o vt -1. [sea, beach] to make <a place> dirty 
□ 'Please do not allow dogs to foul the footpath.' 
-2. sport [opponent] to do something to <an- 
other player> that is against the rules. 
-3. [propeller, anchor] to stop <a device> from 
working by getting twisted around it. 

♦ foul up vt sep to foul sthg up [plan, life, proj¬ 
ect] to spoil sthg (informal use). 

foul-mouthed [-'maudd] adj [person] who 
swears a lot and uses rude words. 

foul play n -1. sport actions that are against 
the rules. -2. criminal activity that results in 
something serious, especially in somebody’s 
death □ The police suspect foul play. 

found [faund] o past tense 61 past participle of 
find, o vf -1. [hospital, school, organization] to 
cause <sthg> to exist by paying for it □ The 
company was founded in 1846. -2. [town, build¬ 
ing, castle] to start building <sthg>. -3. to be 
founded on sthg [on fact, a belief] to be based on 
sthg □ The article is founded entirely on rumor. 

foundation [faun'deifn] n -1. [of a friendship, 
education, belief] the important fact or idea 
on which something is based □ Our marriage 
is built on solid foundations. -2. [for charity, re¬ 
search] an organization that provides money 
for charity, research etc □ a science founda¬ 
tion. -3. [for one's face] a cream that is rubbed 
into the face as a base for make-up o founda¬ 
tion cream. -4. [of a hospital, company, school] 
see found □ since the bank's foundation in 1896. 

♦ foundations npl the solid layer of concrete, 
stones etc that a building stands on □ They're 
laying the foundations of the new library. 

foundation stone n a block of stone that is 
part of the wall of a public building, has 
words on it, and is often uncovered at a 
special ceremony when the building is com¬ 
pleted. 

founder ['faund3r] o n a person who founds a 
company, school, organization etc. o vi -1. 

[ship, boat] to fill with water and sink. 
-2. [plan, hope, project] to fail □ The plan found¬ 
ered in its early stages. 

founder member n = founding member. 

founding father [,faondig-] n a person who 
establishes an important company, organiza¬ 
tion, idea etc (formal use). 
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♦ Founding Father « the Founding Fathers 
the group of men who wrote the US Consti¬ 
tution in 1787. They include George Wash¬ 
ington and Thomas Jefferson. 

founding member « one of the first mem¬ 
bers of a society, club, company, movement 
etc. 

foundry ['faundri] (pi foundries) n a place 
where metal or glass is melted and made 
into particular shapes. 

fount [faunt] n a fount of knowledge/in¬ 
formation etc a person who is the source of 
knowledge/information etc (literary use), 

fountain ['fauntan] n -1. a structure that sends 
jets of water into the air and is often used 
to decorate public places or gardens. -2. a 
jet of water, oil etc that rises into the air. 

fountain pen n a pen with a container inside 
that one fills with ink. 

four [fo:r] ttuttt the number 4; see also five. ■ on 
all fours on one’s hands and knees. 

four-leaf clover, four-leaved clover [ li:vd-] « 
a clover plant with four leaves instead of 
three that is believed to bring luck to the 
person who finds it. 

four-letter word n any short word that peo¬ 
ple find offensive, usually because it relates 
to sex or one’s body in an unpleasant way. 

four-poster (bed) n a large bed with a post 
at each comer supporting a frame that cur¬ 
tains hang down from. 

foursome ['fo:rs3m] n a group of four people 
who do something together, especially for 
fun. 

four-star adj a four-star hotel/restaurant a 
hotel/restaurant that is of a high standard, 

fourteen [,f3:r'ti:n] num the number 14; see 
also fifteen. 

fourteenth [,fo:r'ti:n0] num 14th; number 14 in 
a series; see also fifteenth, 

fourth [fo:r0] num 4th; number 4 in a series; 
see also fifth. 

Fourth of July n the Fourth of July a US na¬ 
tional holiday that marks the anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

W THE FOURTH OF JULY 
The Fourth of July, also known as Inde¬ 
pendence Day, is one of the most important 
public holidays in the USA. Many cities or¬ 
ganize street parades and displays of red, 
white, and blue fireworks at night. Buildings 
are covered with red, white, and blue deco¬ 
rations, or with US flags. Most people spend 
the day with their families having picnics, 
which traditionally include hot dogs and 
watermelon. 

four-way Stop n US a place where four roads 
meet. All vehicles must stop here and prior¬ 
ity is given to the first vehicle that arrived, 

four-wheel drive n a system in a vehicle in 
which all four wheels are connected directly 
to the engine; a vehicle that uses this sys¬ 
tem □ a four-wheel drive car. 

fowl [faol] {pi fowl or fowls) n a bird that is 
eaten for food, e.g. a chicken or pheasant; 
the meat of this bird eaten as food, 

fox [foks] On a wild animal like a dog, with a 
pointed nose and ears, reddish fur, and a 
tfrick tail, o vt [person] to trick <sb> by be¬ 
ing more clever than them □ That'll fox them! 

foxcub I'fDkskAb] n a young fox. 

foxglove ['foksgUv] n a tall plant with purple, 
pink, or white bell-shaped flowers growing 
on either side of a straight stem, 

foxhole ffokshoul] n a hole in the ground in 
which soldiers hide to shoot at the enemy, 

foxhound ['fDkshaond] n a dog used to find 
and kill foxes. 

foxhunt ['fnkshAnt | n an occasion when a fox 
is hunted by people on horses with dogs for 
sport. 

foxhunting ['fDkshAntii)] n the practice of 
hunting foxes with dogs, 

fox terrier n a small dog with a white coat 
and dark markings. 

foxy ['fDksi] (compar foxier, superl foxiest) adj 
[woman] sexy (informal use), 

foyer [US 'fair, GB ’foiei] n -1. [of a theater, hotel] 
the entrance hall of a public building. -2. [of 
a house] the entrance hall of a house. 

FP n -1. abbr of former pupil. -2. abbr of fire¬ 
plug. 

FPA (abbr of Family Planning Association) n the 
FPA a British organization that gives free ad¬ 
vice on family planning, 

fr abbr of franc. 

Fr religion abbr of father. 

fracas [US 'freikas, GB 'fraeka:] (US pi fracases 
['freikasiz], GB pi fracas ['fraekaiz]) n a noisy 

argument, often ending in a fight (formal use), 

fraction ['fraekfn] n -1. math a part of a whole 

number, e.g. a half or a quarter. -2. a very 

small part or amount □ a fraction of a second 
□ Lift it up a fraction higher. 

fractionally [’fraekfnsli] odv fractionally better/ 
lower etc very slightly better/lower etc. 

fractious [’fraek/as] adj [child, babyl who gets 

annoyed easily, usually because they are 

tired. 

fracture ['fraekt/af medicine o « a slight break 
or crack in a bone in one’s body □ a hip/skull 
fracture, o vt [arm, leg] to slightly break or 
crack <a bone in one’s body> □ She fractured 
her leg in the fall. □ He suffered a fractured skull. 

fragile [US ’frsd3l, GB -ail] adj -1. [cup, plate, 

structure] that is not strong and is easily bro¬ 
ken □ Careful, those ornaments are fragile. -2. 
[health, relationship, peace] that is weak and is 
easily damaged or hurt □ a fragile alliance. 

fragility [fra'dsilsti] n: see fragile, 

fragment [n 'fnegmsnt, vb fraeg'ment] o n -1. 

[of glass, paper, rock] a small piece of some¬ 
thing that has broken off a larger object □ 
She gathered up the fragments and tried to piece 
them together. -2. [of a conversation, piece of 

writing] a small part of something □ Only frag¬ 
ments of her writing remain, o vi [paper, glass, 

rock] to break into small pieces. 
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fragmentary [US 'fraegmanteri, GB -aril adj [in¬ 

formation, knowledge, memory] that is not 
complete and consists of pieces or parts that 
are not connected with each other □ Our 
understanding of their civilization is still fragmen¬ 
tary. 

fragmented [fraeg'mentad] adj [account, struc¬ 

ture, society] that is made up of different 
parts that are not connected. 

fragrance ['freigrans] n -1. a pleasant smell □ 
the fragrance of lavender. -2. a perfume □ a 
new fragrance for men. 

fragrant ['freigrgnt] adj [flower, air, room] that 
has a pleasant smell that is not very strong. 

frail [freil] adj -1. [person] who is weak and 
delicate, especially because of old age □ a 

fra/7 old woman. -2. [structure, boat, shelter] that 
is easily broken. 

frailty ['freilti] (pi frailties) n a fault or weak¬ 
ness in somebody’s character □ ordinary hu¬ 
man frailties. 

frame [freim] o « -1. [of a picture, mirror] a solid 
structure, usually rectangular and made of 
wood, metal, or plastic, that surrounds a 
picture or a mirror □ / think it would look better 
in a black frame. □ a picture frame. -2. [of a door, 

window] the outer case which something fits 
inside; [of a bed, bicycle, boat] the main struc¬ 
ture of an object to which other parts are 
added □ a door/window frame □ The frame is 
made of aluminum. -3. [of a person] the shape 
or size of somebody’s body (literary use) □ his 
large frame. 
o vt -1. [picture, photograph] to put <sthg> in 
a frame □ I'd like to get this picture framed. 
-2. [window, face] to surround <sthg> like a 
frame □ Her face was framed with tight curls. 
-3. [reply, question, apology] to put <sthg> into 
words (formal use) □ Her reply was framed in 
the dull, official language of the courts. -4. 

[person] to make <sb who is innocent> ap¬ 
pear to be guilty of a crime by providing 
false evidence (informal use) □ I was framed by 
the police! 

♦ frames npl the metal or plastic part of a 
pair of glasses that holds the lenses in place 
□ / prefer round frames. 

frame of mind n the way a person is feeling 
and thinking at a particular time □ / have to 
be in the right frame of mind for writing letters. 

framework ['freimw3:rk[ n -1. [of a ship, build¬ 

ing] the main structure that supports some¬ 
thing. -2. [of society, democracy] a set of 
ideas, beliefs, rules etc that allows people to 
deal with a particular question or matter □ 
The document will provide a framework for nego¬ 
tiations. 

France [US fraens, GB frarns] a country in west¬ 
ern Europe, with coastlines on the English 
Channel, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Medi¬ 
terranean. size: 549,000 sq kms. population: 
57,500,000 (French), capital: Paris, language: 
French, currency: French franc. 

franchise ['fraentjaiz] « -1. POLITICS the right of 
a person to vote in public elections. -2. 
business the right to sell a particular 
company's goods or services in a particular 

place in their name; a store that has bought 
this right □ a franchise-holder □ The firm is sign¬ 
ing up around three franchises a month. 

franchisee Ffraentjai'zi:] n the person or com¬ 
pany that buys a franchise, 

franchisor [,fraentJai'zo:r] n the company that 
sells a franchise. 

Franco [ fragkou], General Francisco (1892- 
1975) a Spanish soldier who led the right-wing 
Nationalist Party to victory in the Spanish Civ¬ 
il War in 1939. He ruled Spain as a dictator 
from then until his death, 

frank [fraegk] o adj [person, discussion] honest 
and direct □ To be perfectly frank, I never liked 
him anyway, o vt to put a special mark on <a 
letter> instead of a stamp, to show that the 
cost of mailing it has been paid. 

Frankenstein ['fraerjkanstain] the title of a nov¬ 
el whose main character, Dr Frankenstein, 
creates a living man, or monster, that tries 
to destroy him. The name is often used to 
describe the monster. 

Frankfurt ['fraer)kf3:rt]: Frankfurt (am Main) an 
industrial city and important banking center 
in western Germany, population: 635,151. 

frankfurter ['fraerjkf3:rt9r] n a smoked sausage, 
often served in a bread roll as a hot dog. 

frankincense ['fraerjkinsens] « a substance that 
is burned, especially during religious cer¬ 
emonies, to make a sweet smell, 

franking machine ['frarjkir)-] n a machine 
used in offices to frank letters. 

Franklin ['fraerjklin], Benjamin (1706-1790) a 
US scientist, businessman, writer, and politi¬ 
cian. He discovered that lightning was elec¬ 
tricity, and helped to write the Declaration 
of Independence. 

frankly ['fraerjkli] adv -1. (quite) frankly,... a 

word used to show that one is saying what 
one really believes □ Frankly, I don’t care what 
you think. -2. [speak, tell] see frank □ He talks 
openly and frankly about his sexuality. 

frankness ['fraerjknss] n: see frank □ / admire 
your frankness. 

frantic ['fraentik] adj -1. [person] who is very 
worried and frightened about something; 
[cry, voice] that sounds frightened, excited, or 
desperate □ Where were you? □ We were frantic 
with worry. □ / could hear the frantic barking of 
their dog. -2. [day, rush, pace] hurried and dis¬ 
organized (informal use) □ There was a lot of 
frantic activity. 

frantically ['fraentikli] adv [scream, rush] see 
frantic □ She searched frantically in her bag. 

frappe [US fra'pei, GB 'fraepei] n -1. US a thick 
milkshake. -2. a strong alcoholic drink 
served with ice. 

fraternal [fr9't3:rnl] adj -1. [relationship] like 
that that exists between brothers. -2. 
[greeting, feeling] friendly, 

fraternity [fra'taLnoti] (pi fraternities) n -1. at 
US universities, a club for male students. 
-2. a group of people with the same profes¬ 
sion or interests □ the legal fraternity. -3. the 
state of being brothers; the state of showing 
support and friendship for other people. 
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“W FRATERNITIES 

Fraternities (for men) and sororities (for 
women) play an important part in the social 
life of many US universities. Many students 
join these social clubs in their first year, and 
continue as members even after they have 
finished their studies. Each club has a name 
made up of Greek letters, and is based in 
one building, where most of the members 
live. The clubs do work for charity and are 
well known for their drinking parties and 
their secret ceremonies. Some universities 
have banned these clubs because their cer¬ 
emonies for new students are considered 
cruel or dangerous. 

fraternize, -ise ['frast3rnaiz] vi to fraternize 
with sb [with a colleague, the enemy] to meet 
and talk to sb in a friendly way, as an equal, 

fraud [fro:d] n -1. the crime of getting money 
or goods by deceiving somebody; deceitful 
behavior □ Credit card fraud is on the increase. 
□ She obtained nearly $4,000 by fraud. -2. 
a person who is not who they say they are 
(disapproving use) □ He turned out to be a fraud. 

fraudulent ['fro:d33bnt] adj [means, behavior, 
promise] that is dishonest and usually done 
to get money illegally □ fraudulent use of stol¬ 
en credit cards. 

fraught [fro:t] adj -1. fraught with sthg [with 

problems, difficulty] full of sthg □ The expedition 
was fraught with danger. -2. [time, situation, per¬ 

son] that seems tense and anxious □ Christ¬ 
mas with the in-laws was always fraught. 

fray [frei] o vi -1. [material, cuff, hem] to be¬ 
come damaged because some threads are 
loose, especially at the edges □ The scarf was 
fraying at the edges. -2. tempers began to fray 
people began to get angry, o n to enter or 
join the fray to join the fight (literary use), 

frayed [freid] adj -1. [material, cuff] that has 
frayed. -2. frayed nerves a feeling of nervous¬ 
ness that is caused by a difficult or stressful 
situation □ The noise was beginning to play on his 
already frayed nerves. 

frazzled [’fraezld] adj [person] who is mentally 
and physically tired as a result of hard work 
or problems (informal use). 

FRB n abbr of Federal Reserve Board. 

FRCP (abbr of Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians) a title given to members of a 
professional body for British doctors. 

FRCS (abbr of Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons) a title given to members of a pro¬ 
fessional body for British surgeons, 

freak [fri:k] o adj a freak storm/accident etc a 
very unusual and unexpected storm/accident 
etc □ The islands are experiencing freak weather 
conditions, o « -1. a person, animal, or plant 
that has an unusual appearance or behaves 
in an unnatural way □ a freak of nature. -2. an 
unexpected and unusual event □ It was a 
complete freak that we met like that. -3. a per¬ 
son who is extremely interested in a par¬ 
ticular thing and does it as often as possible 
(informal use) □ a fitness freak. 

♦ freak out (informal use) o vi -1. to become 
very angry □ She freaked out when she heard 
the news. -2. to panic, o vt sep to freak sb 
out to make sb very upset or frightened. 

freakish f'fri:kij] adj Iperson, appearance) that is 
a freak or looks like a freak. 

freckle [’frekl] n a small brown spot on a per¬ 
son’s skin, especially on the face. 

free [fri:] (compar freer, super! freest, pt & pp 
freed) o adj -1. Iperson] who can do as they 
like □ I'm young, free, and single. ■ free move¬ 
ment/access/choice etc movement/access/ 
choice etc that is not limited in any way. ■ 
a free country a country where people are 
allowed to express any opinion. ■ a free 
press/society a press/society that is not con¬ 
trolled by the government. ■ to be free to do 
sthg to have the right to do sthg □ You're 
free to go now. ■ feel free a phrase used to 
give somebody permission to do something 
in an informal way □ "Do you mind if I take 
this chair?" — "Feel free!" □ Please feel free to 
ask questions. -2. [person, animal] that is not 
held captive □ The hostages are free at last. ■ 
to set a person/an animal free to release a 
person/an animal □ The animals were set free 
in the wild. ■ to cut sb free to release sb by 
cutting the rope, metal etc that is preventing 
them from moving □ Firemen cut her free from 
the wreckage. -3. [drink, ticket] that does not 
cost any money □ 'Buy one, get one free.'m 
free of charge without payment □ All repairs 
will be carried out free of charge. -4. [person] 

not busy □ Are you free for dinner on Thursday? 
■ a free moment/afternoon etc a moment/an 
afternoon etc when one is not working and 
can do what one likes -5. to be free [seat, 

place, parking space] to be empty and not be¬ 
ing used by somebody □ Is this seat free? 
-6. to be or hang free [rope, chain, string] not 
to be fixed to anything □ The rope was hang¬ 
ing free. -7. free from or of sthg [from care, 

worry, dirt] without sthg □ This product is guar¬ 
anteed free from additives. -8. to be free with 
sthg [with money, affection] to be generous 
with sthg □ He's very free with his advice. 
o adv -1. [travel, get in, ride] without paying. 
■ for free without paying □ We got it for free. 
□ He's going to paint the kitchen for free. -2. 
[run, roam] without being limited in any way 
□ The animals are allowed to roam free. 
o vt -1. to release <a prisoner, slave, ani¬ 
mal etc; to remove an unwanted ruler, 
army etc from <a city, country> etc □ He 
was freed after being detained for questioning. □ 
The rebels were driven out and the city was 
freed. ■ to free sb of sthg [of disease, hunger, a 

problem] to remove sthg unpleasant from sb 
□ At last he was freed of the responsibilities of 
being a parent. -2. [person, time, money] to make 
time, money, staff etc available for some¬ 
body □ Could you free some of your men for to¬ 
morrow? -3. (arm, rope] to move <sthg> from 
the place where it is stuck or fixed □ Olaf 
carefully freed his coat from the doorhandle. ■ to 
free sb from sthg to move sb from sthg which 
is trapping them □ Survivors were freed from the 
wreckage. □ freed from an unhappy marriage. 
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-free suffix added to words to show that 
something does not contain any of a par¬ 
ticular substance or thing □ sugar-free chew¬ 
ing gum □ a trouble-free vacation. 

freebie ['friibi] n something that is given to 
somebody, e.g. by a company, as a free gift 
(informal use). 

Freecall ['fri:ko:l] « AUS a system by which a 
company or organization pays the cost of 
telephone calls made to it. 

freedom [Trkdam] n -1. [of action, thought, 

choice] the state of being able to do what 
one likes without being limited in any way 
□ The hostages have finally gained their freedom. 
□ restrictions on freedom of movement and asso¬ 
ciation. m freedom of speech the right to ex¬ 
press one’s beliefs and opinions. -2. freedom 
from sthg [from pain, hunger, care] the state of 
being free from sthg unpleasant. 

freedom fighter tt a person who uses vio¬ 
lence to try and overthrow the government 
of their country. 

Freedom of Information Act n the Freedom 
of Information Act a US law that gives the 
public access to government information, 

free enterprise n an economic system in 
which business and trade are carried out 
without much government control, 

free-fall tt the action of falling through the air 
or space without being attached to anything 
or held back in any way. 

Freefone™ ['frhfoun] tt GB a system in which 
a company or organization pays the cost of 
telephone calls made to it. 

free-for-all n a noisy situation, argument, or 
fight in which a lot of people take part, 

free gift tt a product given free of charge 
when another product is bought, 

freehand ['frkhaend] o adj [drawing, map] that is 
drawn by hand without compasses, a ruler 
etc. o adv [draw] I sketched it freehand. 

freehold ['frilhould] o tt the status of being 
the only owner of a building or piece of 
land for an unlimited time □ a freehold prop¬ 
erty. o adv [buy, sell] with a freehold. 
NOTE: Compare leasehold. 

W FREEHOLD 

In Britain, the freehold of a property, e.g. a 
house, office, or store, is the right to own it 
for an unlimited amount of time. Most 
apartments in large buildings are leasehold, 
which means you buy the lease (the right to 
live in that apartment for a fixed period, 
usually 99 years) and become the lease¬ 
holder. The freeholder, who owns the 
whole building, has the right to collect mon¬ 
ey from the leaseholders to pay for cleaning, 
repairs to the building, insurance etc. When 
a lease ends, the leaseholder has to leave 
the building, or take out a new lease. The 
laws affecting freehold have changed recent¬ 
ly, making it easier for leaseholders to re¬ 
new their lease, or to buy the freehold of 
the property they live in. 

freeholder ['fri:houldar] n a person who owns 
the freehold of a building or piece of land. 
NOTE: Compare leaseholder, 

free house n GB a pub that can sell as many 
types of beer as it likes and not just the beer 
produced by a particular company, 

free kick n in soccer, a kick given to one 
team that the other team is not allowed to 
try and prevent, as a punishment for a foul 
□ They were awarded a free kick in the closing 
minutes of the first half. 

freelance [US 'frklaens, GB -la:ns] o adj [worker] 

who works for more than one company, but 
is not a full-time employee of any company; 
[writing, photography] that is done by a free¬ 
lance worker □ a freelance journalist/translator □ 
I'm looking for freelance work, o n a person 
who does freelance work, o adv [work] as a 
freelance □ I write freelance for several publica¬ 
tions. o vi to work as a freelance □ She free¬ 
lances for various companies. 

freelancer [US 'frklaensr, GB -lainsa] n a person 
who does freelance work, 

freeloader ['fri:Ioudar] tt a person who accepts 
money and goods from other people with¬ 
out offering anything in return (informal and 
disapproving use). 

freely [’friili] adv -1. [admit, confess] willingly 
and without being asked □ He freely acknowl¬ 
edges his part in the affair. -2. [talk, mix, travel] 

without being limited in any way □ Traffic is 
moving freely again. □ Alcohol is freely available in 
this country. -3. [spend, give! generously □ She 
gave freely of her time. 

freeman ['frkman] (pi freemen [-man]) n a per¬ 
son who has been granted special rights in a 
city. 

free-market economy tt an economic system 
in which prices and wages are controlled by 
the needs of the economy, not by the gov¬ 
ernment. 

Freemason ['frkmeisn] n a member of a secret 
society of men who try to help one another 
and use secret signs and words to recognize 
each other. 

Freemasonry ['frkmeisnri] tt the organization, 
beliefs, or activities of the Freemasons. 

Freephone ['frhfoun] tt = Freefone. 

Freepost ['frkpoust] n GB the system in which 
a company pays the cost of postage for the 
letters it receives. 

free-range adj gb [hen] that is kept outdoors 
so that it can move around freely; [egg] that 
is produced by a free-range hen. 

free sample tt a small amount of a new prod¬ 
uct that is given to people free of charge to 
encourage them to buy it in the future, 

freesia ['fri:3s] tt a plant with yellow, purple, 
pink, red, or white flowers that smell sweet, 

free speech n the right to express one’s be¬ 
liefs and opinions freely about subjects such 
as politics and religion. 

freestanding Lfrk'staendir)] adj [statue, stove] 
that stands on its own and is not supported 
by or attached to anything. 
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freestyle [‘friistail] n a race in which the 
swimmers may swim in any style. 

freethinker [,fri:'0ir)k3r] n a person who has 
developed their own views, particularly 
about religion. 

free time n the time during which one does 
not have to work but when one can do 
what one wants □ / don't really have much free 
time. □ What do you do in your free time? 

free trade n a system in which the amount of 
foreign goods entering a country is not lim¬ 
ited and high charges do not have to be 
paid. 

freeway [’friiwei] n US a road with several 
lanes, used by vehicles traveling long dis¬ 
tances. 

freewheel [,fri:'wi:l] vi [cyclist] to ride a bicycle 
downhill without using the pedals; [driver] to 
drive a car downhill without using the en¬ 
gine. 

freewheeling [,frii'wiilir)] adj [person] who is 
relaxed and does not behave or do things in 
the same way as everybody else (informal 
use). 

free will n the ability to choose freely what 
one does. ■ to do sthg of one's own free will 

to do sthg that one has chosen freely to do 
□ He went there of his own free will. 

free world n the free world a term used to re¬ 
fer to the non-Communist countries of the 
world during the Cold War. 

freeze [friiz] (ft froze, p>p frozen) o vt -1. 
[water, pond] to make <a liquid> so cold 
that it becomes hard or solid. -2. [engine, 

lock] to make <sthg> so cold that it cannot 
move or work properly. -3. [meat, fish, veg¬ 

etables] to preserve <food> by keeping it at 
a temperature below freezing point □ 'Suit¬ 
able for freezing.' -4. [assets, shares, bank ac¬ 

count! to legally prevent <sthg> from being 
used, spent, sold etc □ The bank froze all the 
company's assets until the debts were paid. -5. 

[wages, prices] to keep <sthg> at a par¬ 
ticular level for a fixed period of time □ The 
government is threatening to freeze wages at last 
year's level. 
o vi -1. [water, river, ground] to become hard 
or solid because ice has formed in it or on it 
□ The pipes froze overnight. -2. weather to be¬ 
come so cold that the temperature drops to 
freezing point or below □ The forecast says it 
will freeze tomorrow. -3. [person] to stop mov¬ 
ing and stay very still, e.g. because one is 
frightened □ "OK, everybody freeze!" -4. 
[person] to feel very cold (informal use) □ You'll 
freeze in that thin dress! 
o n -1. a period of very cold weather. 
-2. the act of freezing wages or prices; a pe¬ 
riod in which this happens □ a wage/price 

freeze. 
♦ freeze over vi [pond, river, lake] to become 

completely covered in ice because the 
weather is so cold □ Next morning, all the pud¬ 
dles had frozen over. 

♦ freeze up vi [pond, river] to become com¬ 
pletely covered in ice; [lock, engine) to be¬ 
come completely blocked with ice. 

freeze-dried adj [vegetables, coffee] that has 
been preserved by being frozen then quickly 
dried. 

freeze frame n a device for stopping a video 
tape or film at a particular picture □ the 
freeze-frame button. 

freezer f'fri:zar] n an electrical appliance for 
storing food at a temperature below freezing 
point. 

freezing ['friizirj] o adj [weather, person, place] 
very cold (informal use) □ It's freezing in here! 
O adv (informal use): It's freezing cold outside, 
o n = freezing point □ The temperature is down 
to freezing. 

freezing point n the temperature (0° Celsius, 
32° Fahrenheit) that water freezes at; the 
temperature that a particular liquid freezes 
at □ Temperatures tonight will drop to below 
freezing point. 

freight [freit] n the transportation of goods 
over a long distance by ship, train, plane 
etc; goods transported in this way □ air/rail/ 
freight □ freight charges □ a freight plane/train. 

freighter ['freitsl n a ship or aircraft designed 
to carry goods. 

French [frentj] o npl the French people who 
come from France, o adj: French customs/ 
currency, o n a language spoken in France, 
parts of Belgium, Canada, Switzerland, and 
many African countries. 

French bean n a thin green bean that is 
cooked and eaten as a vegetable; the plant 
that these beans grow on. 

French bread n white bread in the form of 
long, thin, crusty loaves. 

French Canadian o n a Canadian whose first 
language is French, o adj: a French Canadian 
accent. 

French doors npl = French windows. 

French dressing « US a salad dressing made 
from mayonnaise and ketchup; GB a salad 
dressing made from oil, vinegar, and season¬ 
ings. 

French fries np>l long thin pieces of potato 
that have been deep-fried in oil. 

French horn « a brass musical instrument 
shaped like a coil. 

Frenchman ['frentfmsn] (pi Frenchmen [-man]) 
n a man who comes from France. 

French polish n a type of varnish that gives 
wood a very shiny surface. 

French Polynesia five groups of French is¬ 
lands in the southern Pacific, including Tahi¬ 
ti, Moorea, the Marquesas, and the Austral 
Islands, size: 4,000 sq kms. population: 

188,814 (French Polynesians), capital: Pape¬ 
ete. language: French, Tahitian, currency: 

Pacific franc. 

French Revolution n the French Revolution 
the revolution in France (1789 to 1799) dur¬ 
ing which the king, Louis XVI, was killed 
and a republic was declared. 

French Riviera: the French Riviera the Medi¬ 
terranean coast of southeastern France. 

French stick k GB a loaf of French bread. 
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French toast n pieces of bread that are 
dipped in an egg mixture and then fried. 

French windows npl a pair of doors that 
look like windows, usually leading from a 
house to its yard. 

Frenchwoman [’frentjwuman] (pi French¬ 
women) n a woman who comes from 
France. 

frenetic [fra'netik] adj [pace, speed, activity] that 
is very fast and busy, and seems uncon¬ 
trolled □ Life can be too frenetic at times. 

frenzied ['frenzid] adj [activity, crowd] very ex¬ 
cited and uncontrolled; [attack] wild and un¬ 
controlled □ a period of frenzied activity. 

frenzy ['frenzi] (pi frenzies) « a frenzied state; 
frenzied behavior □ The crowd was in a frenzy 
of excitement. 

frequency ['frhkwansi] (pi frequencies) n -1. [of 

an event, occurrence, action] the state of hap¬ 

pening often; the number of times that 

something happens □ This sort of attack is hap¬ 
pening with such frequency that people are no 
longer shocked by it. □ The frequency of the 
phone calls increased. -2. radio a particular 

rate of radio waves per second at which a 

radio station broadcasts its programs □ 
Which frequency is WKLP on? 

frequent [adj 'friikwsnt, vb fri'kwent] o adj [vis¬ 

its, storms, mistakes] that happen often □ He 
was a frequent visitor to the apartment, o vt [bar, 

restaurant] to go to <a place> often, usually 
to relax or enjoy onself □ a club frequented by 
local teenagers. 

frequent flyer comp a frequent flyer program a 
system of benefits that an airline provides 
for customers who travel with them regular¬ 

ly- 
frequently ]'fri:kwontli] odv often □ Daniel is 

frequently mistaken for his brother. 

fresco ['freskou] (pi frescoes or frescos) n a pic¬ 
ture painted on plaster on a wall when the 
plaster is still wet. 

fresh [frej] o adj -1. [fruit, vegetable, meat] that 
has been picked or cut recendy and has not 
been frozen, canned, or dried; [bread, coffee] 

that has been made recendy; [flowers] that 
have been picked recently and are still in 
good condition □ You should eat plenty of fresh 
fruit. □ There's some fresh coffee on the stove if 
you want. -2. fresh air clean air from outside 
a room or building □ I'm just going out for a 
breath of fresh air. -3. fresh water water that is 
found in streams, lakes etc and is not salty. 
-4. [news, outbreak] that has happened re¬ 
cendy □ Write it down while it's still fresh in 
your mind. -5. [paint, snow] that has been add¬ 
ed recently to an existing layer □ a fresh cov¬ 
ering of snow. -6. [drink, evidence, information] 

that is new and replaces or is added to 
something □ Here, use a fresh towel. □ Fresh 
talks have started between the two sides in the 
dispute. ■ to make a fresh start to start to do 
something again or to live in a different 
way. -7. [person, horse] not tired □ What's the 
secret in looking so fresh after a hard day's work? 
-8. [complexion, face] that looks clear, clean, 
and healthy □ Her skin looked fresh and clean. 

□ a fresh-faced young boy. -9. [taste, smell] that 
is pleasant because it is clean and natural □ 
There was a lovely, fresh, lemony smell. -10. 
[approach, style] new and interesting □ The 
author takes a fresh look at family relation¬ 
ships. -11. [weather, wind, day] pleasandy cold 
□ a fresh sea breeze. -12. to be/get fresh to 
be/start being too friendly to somebody and 
not polite enough, sometimes to show them 
that one finds them sexually attractive (infor¬ 
mal and disapproving use) □ Don't get fresh with 
me. -13. [color, room] that seems bright and 
pleasant. -14. phrases to be fresh from a place 
to have recendy been in a place □ young 
graduates fresh from college. ■ to be fresh out 
of sthg to have no more of sthg left (informal 
use) □ I'm sorry, we're fresh out of napkins! 

fresh- prefix fresh-made/baked that has been 
made/baked recently. 

freshen ['frefn] o vt [air, room] to make <sthg> 
more clean and pleasant, o vi [wind, breeze] 

to become stronger. 
♦ freshen up o vi to wash and make oneself 

more pleasant to look at □ Just give me a few 
minutes to freshen up and I'll be ready to go. 
o vt sep -1. to freshen oneself up to freshen 
up. -2. to freshen sthg up [room, clothes] to 
make sthg cleaner and more pleasant. 

freshly ['frefli] adv freshly made/baked etc that 
has been made/baked etc recendy □ freshly 
picked tomatoes. 

freshman [’frejman] (pi freshmen [-man]) n US a 
first-year student at college or in high 
school. 

freshwater ['frefwo:tar] adj [pool, lake] that 
consists of water that is not salty; [fish] that 
lives in rivers, lakes etc and not in the sea. 

fret [fret] (pt & pp fretted, cotit fretting) vi to 
worry □ It's not worth fretting about or over. □ 
Don't fret. I'm sure they'll be back soon. 

fretful ['fretfl] adj [baby, child, sleep] that is not 
comfortable or relaxed. 

fretsaw ['fretso:] n a saw with a thin blade 
and small teeth, used for cutting patterns in 
thin sheets of wood. 

Freud [froid], Sigmund (1856-1939) an Aus¬ 
trian doctor who developed the science of 
psychoanalysis. His studies of the uncon¬ 
scious mind had a strong influence on 20th- 
century thought. 

Freudian slip [.froidian-] n a word or phrase 
that one says accidentally, but that often 
shows what one is really thinking. 

FRG (abbr of Federal Republic of Germany) the 
official name of Germany. 

Fri. abbr of Friday. 

friar ['frai3r] n a member of a Catholic reli¬ 
gious order who used to travel around beg¬ 
ging for food and teaching people about 
Christianity. 

Friar Tuck one of Robin Hood’s outlaws in 
English folk stories. He is a fat monk .who 
enjoys eating and drinking. 

friction ['frikfn] n -1. physics the force that 
prevents one surface from sliding smoothly 
over another. -2. [between two objects, sur- 
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faces] the act of one thing rubbing against 
another. -3. [between people] conflict be¬ 
tween two people or groups of people □ It's 
likely to cause friction between them. 

Friday ['fraidei] o « the day between Thurs¬ 
day and Saturday □ It's Friday today. □ / was 
born on a Friday. □ There's a sale every Friday. □ 
I'd like to reserve a room for Friday May 6. □ / 
have an appointment next Friday/the Friday after 
next. □ / saw her last Friday/the Friday before last. 
□ I'm leaving Friday US OR on Friday GB. ■ Fri¬ 
days US, on Fridays each Friday □ The cleaning 
woman comes (on) Fridays. ■ a week from US 

OR on GB Friday, Friday week GB the Friday 
after next Friday □ Well meet again a week 
from Friday, m on the Friday the Friday of a 
particular week a We arrived on the Friday and 
left on the Sunday, o adj: Friday morning/after¬ 
noon/night. 

fridge [frid3] « an electrical appliance for stor¬ 
ing food and drinks at low temperatures. 

fridge-freezer « GB a large kitchen appliance 
consisting of a refrigerator and a freezer in 
two separate sections. 

fried [fraid] o past tense & past participle of fry. 
o adj [onion, egg, fish] that has been cooked 
in hot oil, butter etc. 

friend [frend] n -1. a person one knows well, 
likes, and trusts and who is not a member 
of one’s family a She is my best friend. □ 
You've always been a good friend to me. □ I'd 
like you to meet a friend of mine, m to be friends 
with sb to have a friendship with sb □ 
They're very close friends. ■ to make friends to 
begin a friendship □ She made friends with him 
during a trip to Israel. □ You need to go out, meet 
people, make some new friends! -2. [of a charity, 

cause, country] a person, country etc that 
helps somebody or something by supporting 
them □ The troubled president will be looking to 
friends abroad for financial aid. 

friendless [’frendtas] adj Iperson] who has no 
friends. 

friendly ['frendli] (compar friendlier, superl 
friendliest, pi friendlies) o adj -1. [person, atti¬ 

tude, animal] that is kind and pleasant □ The 
neighbors were always very friendly toward me. □ 
a relaxed, friendly bunch of people. ■ to be 
friendly with sb to know sb as a friend □ 
While we were there, we got quite friendly with a 
few of the locals. -2. [nation, government] that is 
not an enemy. -3. [game, argument] that is 
not serious and involves no aggression or 
unpleasant feelings, o n GB sport a game be¬ 
tween two teams in which the result is not 
important because it is not part of a compe¬ 
tition. 

-friendly suffix added to words to mean not 
damaging or harmful to a particular thing, 
or suitable for a particular person □ ozone- 
friendly products □ learner-friendly books. 

friendship ['frendjip] n -1. the feeling that ex¬ 
ists between friends □ He values her friendship. 
□ The aim is to promote friendship between na¬ 
tions. -2. a particular relationship that exists 
between friends □ That incident marked the end 

of their friendship. 

Friends of the Earth n an international or¬ 
ganization that tries to make governments 
and the public more aware of harm being 
done to the environment, 

fries [fraiz] npl = French fries. 

Friesian (cow) [‘fri:3n-] n a type of a black 
and white cow that gives a lot of milk, 

frieze [friiz] n a long, narrow, decorative bor¬ 
der along the top of the walls of a room, 

frigate ['frigat] « a small, fast, military ship, 
used for protecting other ships, 

fright [frait] n -1. a feeling of fear □ His face 
was pale with fright. ■ to take fright to sudden¬ 
ly feel afraid □ They took fright and ran off. 
-2. a shock □ She got a terrible fright when she 
heard noises downstairs. 

frighten [’fraitn] vt to make <a person or ani¬ 
mal afraid □ The explosion frightened the life 
out of me. m to frighten sb into sthg to make 
sb do sthg by frightening them □ They fright¬ 
ened local residents into paying up. 

♦ frighten away vt sep to frighten sb away to 
make sb go away by frightening them □ 
Don't do that! You'll frighten the birds away. 

♦ frighten off vt sep to frighten sb off to make 
sb stop doing sthg by frightening them □ 
Don't allow yourself to be frightened off by all this 
talk of failure. 

frightened ['fraitnd] adj [person, animal] that 
feels worried and afraid because they think 
something bad is going to happen □ Don't be 
frightened of the dog, it won't bite you. □ I'm 
frightened (that) I might make a mistake. □ People 
were too frightened to protest. 

frightening ['fraitmij] adj (experience, movie] 

that makes one feel afraid □ It was really 
frightening the way he just stared at us. 

frightful [’fraitfl] adj Iweather, noise, mess] that 
one thinks is very bad or unpleasant (old- 
fashioned use). 

frigid ['frid3id] adj [person] who does not easi¬ 
ly become sexually excited, 

frill [fril] « -1. a piece of cloth with many 
folds in it that is attached to the edges of 
clothes, cushions etc as decoration. -2. an 
extra thing that is not essential (informal use) 
□ a cheap basic washing machine with no frills. 

frilly f'fnli] (compar frillier, superl frilliest) adj 
[dress, skirt, blouse] that is decorated with 
many frills. 

fringe [frind3l o n -1. [on a lampshade, dress, 

curtain] a decorative edge made of threads 
that hang down. -2. (of a crowd, town, forest] 

one of the parts of something that is fur¬ 
thest from the middle □ a quiet suburb on the 
fringes of Geneva. -3. [of society, a political party] 

a small group of people whose ideas or be¬ 
havior make them different from everybody 
else in the group, especially because they 
are more extreme □ Such people live on the 
fringes of society. -4. GB [of hair] hair that is 
cut in a way that makes it hang down over 
one’s forehead, o vt [beach, town] to sur¬ 
round the edge of <a place>. 

fringe benefit n something that is offered by 
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an employer in addition to a salary to at¬ 
tract people to a job, e.g. a car or pension, 

fringed [frindjd] adj to be fringed with sthg to 
have sthg all around the edge □ a beach 
fringed with palm trees. 

fringe group « a small group of people in a 
larger organization, e.g. a political party, 
who have different or more extreme ideas, 

fringe theatre n gb a kind of drama that uses 
new techniques and ideas and is not as 
popular as traditional drama. 

Frisbee™ ['frizbi] « a plastic disk that people 
throw to each other as a game, 

frisk [frisk] o vt to search <sb> by quickly 
moving one’s hands over every part of their 
body to see if they are hiding something un¬ 
der their clothes, especially a weapon □ Fans 
are frisked by security staff as they enter the sta¬ 
dium. o vi [lamb, puppy, child] to run or jump 
around in a happy playful way. 

frisky ['friski] (compar friskier, super! friskiest) 
adj [animal, person] that is lively and playful 
(informal use) □ Our dog gets quite frisky at 
times. 

fritter ['frita1] « a slice of fruit, vegetable, or 
meat that has been covered in batter and 
then fried □ pineapple fritters. 

♦ fritter away vt sep to fritter sthg away [mon¬ 

ey, time] to waste sthg by using small 
amounts of it on unnecessary things □ He 
frittered his savings away on cars. 

frivolity [fri'vDbti] (pi frivolities) « -1. a frivo¬ 
lous thing or activity □ Don't waste your mon¬ 
ey on such frivolities. -2. [of a person] see frivo¬ 
lous. 

frivolous ['frivabs] adj [person] who is not sen¬ 
sible or serious enough; [hobby, pastime] that 
is done for fun and not for serious reasons □ 
I found his attitude rather frivolous, a He had no 
time for frivolous pursuits such as dancing. 

frizzy ['frizi] (compar frizzier, superl frizziest) adj 
[hair] that has a lot of tight curls □ My hair al¬ 
ways goes frizzy after I wash it. 

fro [frou] adv —» to. 

frock [frt>k] n a dress (old-fashioned use), 

frog [frog] n a small animal that lives on land 
and in water and has smooth greenish skin 
and long back legs for swimming and jump¬ 
ing. ■ to have a frog in one's throat to have 
difficulty speaking because of phlegm in 
one’s throat. 

frogman ['frogman] (pi frogmen) n a person 
who swims underwater using breathing 
equipment and a rubber suit and flippers, 

frogmarch ['frogmadtj] vt GB to take <sb> 
somewhere by force, holding their arms to 
their sides or behind their back □ Jackson 
was frogmarched out of the hall. 

frogmen ['frogman] plural of frogman. 

frogspawn ['frogspom] « a mass of frog’s eggs 
in a soft jelly. 

frolic ['frolik] (pt & pp frolicked, cont frolicking) 
o vi [lamb, puppy, person] to move around or 
play in a lively and happy way. o « a silly 

enjoyable activity or game □ We had fun and 
frolics on the beach. 

from [stressed from, unstressed from] prep 
-1. the flight from Miami the flight that start¬ 
ed in Miami (used to show the point where 
something begins) □ the road from here to Par¬ 
is □ the latest news from America □ A light bulb 
hung from the ceiling. □ It's a quotation from 
Shakespeare. -2. she's from Spain she was 
bom or grew up in Spain □ He comes from 
Houston originally. ■ where are you from? what 
is your nationality? -3. a letter from his wife 
a letter sent by his wife (used to show who 
gave, sent, or provided something) □ / heard 
the story from George. □ I got this jacket from 
Webbers on Main Street. -4. wine is made from 
grapes wine is made using grapes (used to 
show the material used to make something) 
□ It's made from a mixture of copper and brass. 
-5. the man from the tax office the man who 
works for the tax office □ The people from the 
gas company were here yesterday. -6. used to 
indicate a change from one state or condi¬ 
tion to another □ The industry has switched 
from coal to nuclear fuel. □ She translates from 
Spanish to English. -7. used when saying how 
far away something is □ We 're still a long way 
from home. -8. used to show the time when 
something begins □ / lived there from 1989 to 
1993. □ / liked her from the moment I met her. 
-9. used to show something is being re¬ 
moved from a place □ He snatched the purse 
from my hand. □ Tax will be deducted from your 
salary. □ If you take 5 from 9 you get 4. m to es¬ 
cape from prison to escape so that one is no 
longer in prison □ I'll be away from home for a 
few days. -10. used to indicate the position 
from which one views something □ You look 
thinner from this angle. -11. from what you say 
according to or judging by what you say □ 
From her accent, I'd guess she was French. ■ 
from my point of view as it affects me □ Obvi¬ 
ously from my point of view any delay would be 
disastrous. -12. to suffer from cold/hunger to 
suffer because of or as a result of cold/ 
hunger □ These problems result from your failure 
to listen correctly to what is said. 

frond [frond] « [of seaweed, a fern, a palm tree] a 
long leaf. 

front [frAnt] o « -1. [of a house, car, person] the 
part of something that is furthest forward □ 
We had seats at the front. □ Can I sit in the front? 
-2. military a line that can be drawn on a 
map where two opposing armies face each 
other □ Troops are massing on the eastern 
front. ■ on the domestic/employment etc front 
as far as the situation at home/work etc is 
concerned □ The news is no better on the politi¬ 
cal front. □ We haven't made much progress on 
that front, l‘m afraid. -3. the (sea) front a road 
beside the sea, usually in a town a We went 
for a walk on the sea front. -4. [for hiding some¬ 

thing] behavior that is intended to deceive 
people; a business that is used to hide an il¬ 
legal activity □ He put on a bold or brave front. 
□ The business is just a front for a drugs ring. 
-5, weather a line where a mass of cold air 
meets a mass of warm air □ a cold/warm front. 
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o adj \tooth, garden, page] that is at the front 
of or in front of something □ the front wheels 
of the car. 

o vt -1. [house, hotel] to be outside and in 
front of <sthg> □ The building is fronted by ex¬ 
tensive gardens. -2. to be the leader of <an 
organization> □ He fronts the country's leading 
consumer group. -3. to be the presenter of <a 
radio or TV program>. 

o vi to front onto sthg [onto a garden, road] to 
have sthg outside and in front of it □ The ho¬ 
tel fronts onto the beach. 

♦ in front ad/ & adv -1. [walk, sit] further for¬ 
ward □ The people in front got served first. □ 
You go in front; we'll be right behind. -2. to be in 
front to be winning □ Schumacher is still in 
front with a two-second lead. 

♦ in front of prep -1. close to the front part 
of <a person, object, or place> □ She was sit¬ 
ting in front of me/the TV. -2. when <sb> is 
present □ Don't tell me off in front of the staff. 

frontage ['frAntid3l « the part of a building or 
piece of land that faces a street or river □ 
prime commercial frontage. 

frontal ['frAntl] adj -1. [attack, assault, collision] 

that happens direcdy and from the front of 
something. -2. [lobe, view] that is of or at the 
front of something. 

front bench n the front benches in the British 
and Australian parliaments, the two front 
rows of seats on each side of the upper and 
lower house. The prime minister and mem¬ 
bers of the government sit in one row, and 
the leaders of the Opposition sit in the op¬ 
posite row □ a front-bench spokesman. 

front desk n a reception desk in a hotel or of¬ 
fice building. 

front door n the main entrance to a house, 
usually at the front. 

frontier [US frAn'tiar, GB 'frAntia] n -1. new 
land that is wild and unexplored and is next 
to areas where people already live; land like 
this in the western USA, especially in the 
19th century □ a frontier post. -2. [of a country] 

a border where one country meets another 
country □ the French-German frontier. 

♦ frontiers npl the limit of knowledge in a 
particular field of study □ the frontiers of sci¬ 
ence. 

frontispiece ['fi-Antispiis] « a picture at the be¬ 
ginning of a book, usually facing the title 
page. 

front line n the front line military the area 
where fighting is taking place □ a front-line re¬ 
porter. 

front man n -1. [for an organization] a person 
who represents a group of people when 
dealing with other people or organizations 
(disapproving use) □ He’s a front man for the 
Mafia. -2. tv & radio the presenter of a pro¬ 
gram. -3. music the member of a group of 
musicians, usually the singer, who gets most 
attention from an audience. 

front-page adj [news, headline, article] that is 
important enough to be printed on the front 
page of a newspaper. 

front room « a room, usually at the front of a 
house, used as the living room, 

front-runner n the person or organization 
that seems most likely to win a contest, 
contract etc. 

front-wheel drive n a system in a vehicle in 
which only the front two wheels are con¬ 
nected directly to the engine; a vehicle that 
uses this system □ a front-wheel drive car. 

frost [frost] n -1. a thin white layer of ice that 
forms on the ground and other surfaces 
when the temperature is below freezing 
point □ There was frost on the window pane. 
-2. weather conditions when the tempera¬ 
ture is below freezing point and frost forms 
□ There is a heavy frost forecast for tonight. 

Frost [frost], Robert (1874-1963) a US poet 
whose works include the poem Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening. 

frostbite ['frostbait] n a condition in which 
one’s fingers, toes, ears, nose etc are dam¬ 
aged by extreme cold. 

frostbitten ['frostbitn] adj [toe, finger] that is 
affected by frostbite. 

frosted ['frostad] adj -1. [glass, window] that 
has a raised pattern on its surface so that 
people cannot see through it clearly. -2. 
[cake] that is covered with frosting, 

frosting [‘frostir)] n a covering for cakes, made 
from powdered sugar and liquid □ chocolate 
fudge frosting. 

frosty [‘frosti] (compar frostier, superl frostiest) 
adj -1. [morning, weather] that is very cold □ It 
was a cold, frosty morning. -2. [field, window] 

that is covered with frost. -3. [person] who is 
unfriendly, especially because they do not 
like or approve of one □ She gave me a very 
frosty welcome. 

froth [froG] On a layer of small bubbles on 
the surface of something, e.g. on the sea or 
a glass of beer, o vi [beer, sea] to form froth 
□ The dog was frothing at the mouth. 

frothy [’froGi] (compar frothier, superl frothiest) 

adj [beer, sea] that has a lot of froth, 

frown [fraun] o vi to bring one’s eyebrows 
closer together so that there are lines on 
one’s forehead, usually when one is an¬ 
noyed, worried, or confused □ She frowned 
as I told her of my plans, o n the expression 
on somebody’s face when they frown □ a 
worried frown. 

♦ frown (up)on vf fus to frown (up)on sthg to 
disapprove of sthg □ This kind of behavior is 
frowned upon at the Academy. 

froze ffrouz] past tense of freeze, 
frozen ['frouzn] o past participle of freeze, 

o adj -1. [ground, field] that is hard, because 
the temperature is below freezing point □ 
The ground was frozen hard. -2. [lake, river, pond] 

that is covered with ice. -3. [food] that has 
been preserved by freezing □ frozen fish/ 
vegetables. -4. [person, fingers] very cold □ I'm 
absolutely frozen! -5. [prices, salaries] that can¬ 
not be increased for a period of time; [assets] 

that a person, company etc is not allowed 
to use for a period of time □ with prices fro- 
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zen at 1990 levels. -6. to be frozen with sthg 
[with fear, terror] to be unable to move be¬ 
cause of sthg □ Mandy stood rooted to the spot, 
frozen with terror. 

FRS n -1. (abbr of Federal Reserve System) the 
system of central banks in the USA. 
-2. (abbr of Fellow of the Royal Society) a title 
given to members of a professional body for 
British scientists. 

frugal ['fruigl] adj -1. [meal] that is small and 
simple □ Dinner at Aunt Olive's was always a 
frugal affair. -2. [person] who avoids spending 
a lot of money, usually because they are not 
rich □ They have a fairly frugal lifestyle. 

fruit [fruit] (pi fruit or fruits) o n -1. something 
that grows on a tree or bush, that contains 
seeds, and can usually be eaten, e.g. apples, 
oranges, and bananas □ Would you like some 
fruit? □ a fruit bowl/cocktail/tree. -2. the fruit(s) 
of sthg [of somebody's experience, hard work] 

the successful result of sthg □ The book is the 
fruit of years of research. ■ to bear fruit [work, 

idea] to be successful and produce results 
that are useful □ Their efforts have never really 
borne fruit, o vi [tree, plant] to produce fruit, 

fruitcake [’fruitkeik] n a cake that contains 
small pieces of dried fruit, 

fruiterer ['fruitora1) « GB a person who has a 
store that sells fruit. 

fruitful ['fruitfl] adj [meeting, collaboration, peri¬ 

od] that is useful and produces good results 
□ Our partnership with the German company 
GMB has proved extremely fruitful. 

fruition [fruiijn] n to come to fruition [plan, 

idea] to be successful and produce the result 
that one wanted □ One day, when this project 
finally comes to fruition, you'll understand what I 
mean. 

fruit juice n a drink made from the juice of 
one or more types of fruit, 

fruitless ['fruitbs] adj [discussion, search] that 
does not produce the results that one want¬ 
ed □ There have been a number of fruitless at¬ 
tempts to restart the talks. 

fruit machine « GB a machine for gambling 
that pays out money when a particular com¬ 
bination of symbols, usually fruit, appears 
on its screen. 

fruit salad n a dessert that consists of pieces 
of different types of fruit in juice, 

frumpy ['frAmpi] (compar frumpier, superl 
frumpiest) adj [person, clothes] that one finds 
boring, unattractive, and old-fashioned (in¬ 

formal use). 

frustrate [US 'frAstreit, GB frA'streit] vf -1. 
[person] to annoy or disappoint <sb> by 
stopping them from doing what they want 
to do □ Stephen's attitude really frustrates me 
sometimes! -2. [plan, attempt) to prevent <sb/ 
sthg> from succeeding □ The President has 
been frustrated in his efforts to push the bill 
through Congress. 

frustrated [us 'frAstreitad, GB frA'streit-] adj 
-1. a frustrated poet/artist etc a person who 
would like to be a successful poet/artist etc 
but has not been able to achieve this. 

-2. [person] who is annoyed or disappointed 
because they cannot do what they what □ 
It’s easy to get frustrated and give up. 

frustrating [US 'frAstreitir), GB frA'streit-] adj 
[person, situation, time) that makes one feel 
frustrated □ It's so frustrating not being able to 

help. 

frustration [frA'streifn] tt a feeling of being 
frustrated; something that frustrates some¬ 
body □ / snapped at him out of sheer frustration. 
□ It's one of the many frustrations of working at 
home. 

fry [frai] (pt & pp fried) o vf [egg, steak, pota¬ 

toes] to cook <food> in hot fat, oil etc. o vi 
[egg, steak, fish] to be fried □ While the onions 
are frying, prepare the steak. 

FRY n abbr of Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 

frying pan [’franrj-] n a shallow pan with a 
long handle, used for frying food. ■ to jump 
out of the frying pan into the fire to go from a 
bad situation to one that is even worse, 

ft [in measurements) abbr of foot. 

FT (abbr of Financial Times) n a British busi¬ 
ness and financial newspaper, printed on 
pink paper in London and Frankfurt. 

FTC (abbr of Federal Trade Commission) n the 
FTC the US government department respon¬ 
sible for making sure that competition be¬ 
tween businesses is fair. 

FT index (abbr of Financial Times-Ordinary 
Share Index) n the FT index a figure based on 
the daily average prices of the shares of 30 
companies on the London Stock Exchange. 

FTP (abbr of file transfer protocol) n a way of 
moving files from one site to smother. 

FT-SE 100 (abbr of Financial Times - Stock Ex¬ 
change 100 Share Index) n the FT-SE 100 (In¬ 
dex) a figure based on the average prices 
every hour of 100 important companies on 
the London Stock Exchange. It is the most 
important London Stock Exchange index, 

fuchsia ['fjuijb] n a plant with red, purple, or 
white flowers that hang downward. 

fuckT [fAk] (vulgar use) o vt to have sex with 
<sb>. o vi to have sex. o excl a word used 
to show that one is annoyed. 

♦ fuck off o vi to go away, o excl a phrase 
used to tell somebody to go away, 

fucking* ['fAkirj] adj a word used to show 
how strongly one feels about something 
(vulgar use). 

fuddy-duddy ['fAdidAdi] (pi fuddy-duddies) n a 

boring and old-fashioned person who does 
not like new ideas (informal use), 

fudge [fAd3] on a soft brown candy made of 
sugar, butter, and milk □ a piece of fudge. 
o vt [issue, figures] to deliberately avoid 
making a clear decision or statement about 
<sthg> (informal use) □ Stop trying to fudge the 
issue! 

fuel ['fjuisl] (us pt & pp fueled, cont fueling, GB 
pt & pp fuelled, cont fuelling) o n something 
that can be used to make heat or energy, 
e.g. coal, petrol, or plutonium □ fuel 
consumption/costs, m to add fuel to the flames 
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to make an unpleasant or difficult situation 
worse, o vt -1. [boiler, engine] to supply 
<sthg> with fuel. -2. [argument, inflation, vio¬ 
lence] to cause <sthg> to continue and be¬ 
come worse □ Mayor Tomlin's words merely 
served to fuel tensions in the district. 

fuel pump n a mechanical pump that sends 
fuel to the carburetor of an engine. 

fuel tank n a container for storing fuel in a 
motor vehicle. 

fugitive ffju:d33tiv] n a person who is run¬ 
ning away or hiding from an enemy, the po¬ 
lice etc. 

fugue [fju:g] n a piece of music in which one 
or two tunes are repeated, with variations, 
by different voices or instrumental parts. 

fulcrum ['fulkrsm] {pi fulcrums or fulcra [-kra]) « 

the central point that something turns on or 
is balanced on. 

fulfill US, fulfil GB [ful fil] (pt &t pp fulfilled, com 
fulfilling) vt -1. [promise, ambition, duty] to car¬ 
ry out <sthg> □ It was not the first time he had 
failed to fulfill his promise to us. -2. [need, re¬ 
quirement, condition] to satisfy <sthg> □ I'm 
afraid most of these candidates fail to fulfill the 
basic entrance requirements of the school. □ / 

don't really think she feels she has fulfilled herself 
in her job. 

fulfilling [ful'filig] adj [job, life] that makes one 
feel satisfied and happy because one is mak¬ 
ing good use of one’s abilities □ We can 
promise you a fulfilling career with plenty of op¬ 
portunity for promotion. 

fulfillment US, fulfilment gb [ful'fdmsnt] n 
-1. a feeling of satisfaction or happiness that 
comes from making good use of one’s abil¬ 
ities or from personal development □ a deep 
sense of fulfillment. -2. [of an ambition, promise, 
requirement] see fulfill □ Seeing the new design 
in operation was the fulfillment of a dream. 

full [ful] o adj -1. [glass, parking lot, hotel] that 
cannot contain any more □ I'm sorry, but the 
hotel is full all weekend. ■ to be full of sthg [of 
things, people] to contain a large amount or 
number of sthg; [of enthusiasm, imagination] to 
have a lot of sthg □ Rome was full of tourists. 
□ She was full of questions. -2. to be full [per¬ 
son] to feel full of food and not want to eat 
any more □ I'm so full I couldn't eat another 
thing! -3. [employment, details, name] complete 
□ You don't have to pay the full amount. □ / want 
a full and frank assessment of the situation. 
-4. [price, control, volume] maximum □ We 
must make the fullest possible use of the facil¬ 
ities. -5. [schedule, day] in which one is very 
busy and has little spare time □ / have a very 
full week ahead of me. ■ to have a full life to 
have a busy and satisfying life □ Marsha leads 
a very full life for a woman of her age. -6. [flavor, 
sound] strong and rich in quality □ a full- 
flavored Brazilian coffee. -7. [lips, figure] that 
looks attractively round and fat □ She had 
full, rounded hips. -8. [skirt, sleeves] that is 
made with a lot of material □ She wore a 
long, full skirt. 
o adv -1. directly and with force □ She took 
the impact full in the face. -2. to know full well 

that... to know very well that... □ You know 
full well that I'm unable to help you right now. 
-3. full on GB at maximum power, speed, 
volume etc □ The heating was full on. 

♦ in full adv completely □ Please write your 
name out in full. □ The money has been repaid in 
full. 

♦ to the full adv as much as is possible □ She 
lived life to the full. 

fullback ['folbaek] tt a soccer, rugby, or hockey 
player who plays at the back of the defense, 

full-blooded [-'blAdid] adj [support, attack, de¬ 

fense! that is strong and committed □ He 
wrote a full-blooded attack on the monarchy. 

full-blown adj [war, argumentl that has all the 
elements that make it complete and is 
therefore serious □ The drug can slow down the 
development of full-blown AIDS. 

full board tt an arrangement at a hotel or 
guesthouse in which guests pay to have all 
their meals there. 

full-bodied [-'bDdid] adj [winel that has a 
strong pleasant taste. 

full dress tt formal clothes worn for a special 
occasion, e.g. by soldiers on parade, 

full-face adj [portrait, photo] that shows 
somebody’s face from the front rather than 
from the side. 

full-fledged us, fully-fledged gb [-'fled3d] adj 
[doctor, member, movement] that has all the 
qualifications or characteristics necessary to 
be taken seriously □ Miss Johnson is well on 
her way to becoming a full-fledged Hollywood 
star. 

full-frontal adj [photo, nudity] that shows all of 
the front part of a naked person’s body, 

full-grown adj (man, woman, animal] that is ful¬ 
ly developed and will not grow any bigger, 

full house n a situation in a theater, cinema 
etc when every seat is taken □ We have a full 
house tonight. 

full-length o adj -1. [mirror, portrait] that is big 
enough to show the whole of a person’s 
body. -2. [dress, skirt, coat] that reaches down 
to the feet; [curtain] that reaches down to the 
floor. -3. [movie, novel] that is of the usual or 
standard length, o adv [lie] with one’s body 
stretched out to its greatest length, 

full moon n the moon when it appears com¬ 
pletely round. 

fullness ['folnas] n -1. [of details, somebody's 

lips, clothing) see full. -2c phrase in the fullness 

of time at the right moment in the future □ 
"When can we see it?" — "All in the fullness of 
time." 

full-page adj [advertisement, photo] that covers 
a whole page of a magazine or newspaper, 

full-scale adj -1. [model, drawing, copy] that is 
the same size as the original object. -2. [war, 

investigation, attack] that uses all possible 
means □ We want at all costs to avoid this con¬ 
flict developing into a full-scale war. 

full-size(d) l-'saiz(d)] adj -1. [model] full-scale. 
-2. [animal, plant] full-grown. -3. US auto a 

full-size car a large sedan. 
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full stop GB o n the punctuation mark (.) that 
comes after the last word of a sentence to 
show that the sentence is finished, o adv a 
phrase used at the end of a statement to 
show that one refuses to discuss a subject 
further □ I'm not going, full stop. 

full time « GB the moment when a sports 
game, especially a game of soccer, comes to 
an end. 

♦ full-time o adj [job, employment, course] that 
takes up all of the usual working hours of 
the week □ Is your course full- or part-time? □ 
The number of people in permanent, full-time jobs 
is decreasing rapidly. □ full-time staff. <>• adv 
She's going back to working full-time next month. 

full up adj to be full up [person] to feel full of 
food and not want to eat any more; [bus, 
train, hotel] not to have space to hold any 
more people □ I'm full up after that meal. □ All 
the hotels were full up. 

fully 1'fuli] adv -1. [understand, agree, satisfy] 
completely □ We haven't fully decided our plans 
yet. □ He’s not fully qualified yet. -2. [describe, 
answer] in a way that includes everything 
that is necessary □ We made every attempt to 
comply fully with their demands. 

fully-fledged adj gb = full-fledged, 
fulsome ['fulsatn] adj [apology, praise] that 

seems exaggerated and not sincere (formal 
use). 

fumble ['fAmbl] o vf -1. [catch, pass, ball] to 
handle <sthg> in an awkward and uncertain 
way. o vi to use one’s hands in an awkward 
and uncertain way. ■ to fumble for sthg to 
search for sthg with one’s hands in an awk¬ 
ward and uncertain way □ / held the flashlight 
while Steve fumbled for the switch. -2. sport to 
drop <a ball> after catching it. 

fume [fju:m] vi to show or feel anger very 
strongly □ When we eventually got there, Gina 
was fuming. 

♦ fumes npl strong-smelling gases or smoke □ 
Mr Hobart, 58, was overcome by the fumes. □ 
gasoline fumes. 

fumigate ['fjuimigeit] vt [room, building] to re¬ 
move germs, disease, or insects from <a 
place>, using chemicals, 

fun [fAn] On-1. pleasure and enjoyment; 
something that provides this □ We had a lot 
of fun. □ It's no fun working with her! □ Come 
on, join in the fun! m for fun, for the fun of it for 
pleasure or enjoyment, rather than for any 
serious reason □ We just went for the fun of it. 
-2. to be fun [person] to have the ability to 
enjoy oneself and amuse others □ / like Paul, 
he's great fun. □ She's really fun to be with. 
-3r phrase to make fun of sb, to poke fun at sb 
to make sb look foolish by making jokes or 
unkind comments about them □ Are you mak¬ 
ing fun of me? o adj [person, activity] that pro¬ 
vides pleasure or enjoyment (informal use) □ 
He's a real fun person. □ a fun thing to do. 

function [’fArjk/n] o n -1. [of a person, thing] 

the special purpose of somebody or some¬ 
thing □ It is the function of a lawyer to provide 
sound legal advice. -2. [of the heart, brain] the 
way that something works □ This may eventu¬ 

ally impair the function of the liver. -3. (at a place] 

a formal or official dinner or party □ The 
President will attend a number of official functions 
during his visit. -4. math a value that varies 
according to the changes of other values 
that affect it. -5. computing a series of in¬ 
structions that tell a computer to perform a 
particular task. -6. computing a special fea¬ 
ture available on a computer, 
o vi -1. [machine, system] to work properly □ 
After the operation, your knee should soon be 
functioning normally again. -2. to function as 
sthg to perform the role of sthg □ This room 
also functions as a workshop. 

functional ['fArjkfnal] adj -1. [furniture, design] 

that is made to be used for a practical pur¬ 
pose only and is simple and without decora¬ 
tion □ The furniture in his room is all plain and 
functional. -2. [machine, system] that is work¬ 
ing properly □ The network is no longer func¬ 
tional. 

functionary ['fArjkfnari] {pi functionaries) n a 
person whose job involves official duties. 

function key n a key on a computer key¬ 
board that is pressed to perform a particular 
operation. 

fund [fAnd] o m -1. a large amount of money 
that is collected for a particular purpose, es¬ 
pecially to help people □ The money collected 
will go to the Lifeboat Fund. □ My parents set up 
a trust fund for me when I was still in school. 
-2. a fund of experience/knowledge etc a 
large amount of experience/knowledge etc □ 
You will have access to staff with a fund of exper¬ 
tise in the fields of economics and finance, o vt 
[project, research] to provide money for 
<sthg> □ The center is funded by a local charity. 

♦ funds npl money that is available to an or¬ 
ganization, a government etc, and can be 
spent in particular ways □ Funds are low, so 
don't expect too much! 

fundamental [.fAnda'mentl] adj -1. [belief, 

change, mistake] that is basic and important □ 
There's a fundamental difference between the 
two approaches. -2. to be fundamental to sthg 
to be essential for making sthg possible or 
complete □ This research is fundamental to our 
understanding of the human brain. 

♦ fundamentals npl things which are basic 
and important □ the fundamentals of chemistry. 

fundamentalism [.fAnda'mentlizm] n belief in 
a very strict basic form of a particular reli¬ 
gion. 

fundamentalist [.fAnda'menthst] n: see funda¬ 
mentalism □ Christian/Islamic fundamentalists. 

fundamentally fifAnda'mentli] adv -1. [right, 

flawed, incompatible] fundamentally,... a word 
used to show that one is talking about the 
basic nature of something □ Fundamentally, 
it's the same system we had before. □ Professor 
Weiss's argument is, however, fundamentally 
flawed. □ The message is fundamentally one of 
hope. -2. [change, alter, disagree] in an impor¬ 
tant way that cannot be ignored. 

funding ['fAndirfi n money that a government, 
organization etc provides for something □ 
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/ m trying to get funding for a further degree. □ 
Where will the funding come from? 

fund manager n a person whose job is to in¬ 
vest money on behalf of clients, 

fund-raising [-reizirj] n the activity or job of 
collecting money for a purpose, especially to 
help people □ a fund-raising campaign/event. 

funeral ['fjuinral] n a ceremony at which a 
dead person is buried or burned □ Only close 
relatives attended the funeral. □ a funeral proces¬ 
sion. 

funeral director n a person whose job is to 
organize funerals. 

funeral parlor n the place where a funeral di¬ 
rector receives clients and prepares the body 
of a dead person before a funeral, 

funeral service n a religious service that is 
held before a dead person is buried or 
burned. 

funereal [fjui'marial] adj [music, atmosphere] 

that is sad and reminds one of funerals or 
death □ a funereal silence. 

funfair ['fAnfear] n GB an outdoor event with 
bright lights and music, where people enjoy 
themselves by riding on fast machines and 
playing games of skill or strength, 

fungus ['fArjgss] (pi fungi [-gai] or funguses) n 
a type of plant, e.g. a mushroom, that does 
not have any flowers, leaves, or green color¬ 
ing □ There was fungus growing all over the wall. 

funk [fArjk] n music a type of modern dance 
music with a strong beat and guitar 
rhythms. 

funky I'fArjki] (compar funkier, superl funkiest) 
adj [music, rhythm, beat] see funk, 

funnel ['fAnl] (US pt & pp funneled, cont funnel- 
ing, GB pt & pp funnelled, cont funnelling) o n 
-1. a tube that is wide at the top and nar¬ 
row at the bottom and is used for pouring 
liquids or powders into a container with a 
narrow neck. -2. a metal chimney on a ship, 
o vt -1. [water, oil] to make <a liquid> go 
through a narrow space. -2. [crowd, money] 

to make <sthg> go somewhere in a con¬ 
trolled way. o vi [people] to move some¬ 
where through a narrow space □ The crowd 
funneled out of the gates. 

funnily I'fAnali] adv [smile, act] in a strange 
way □ / thought Steve was behaving funnily 
when I last saw him. ■ funnily enough,... a 
phrase used to introduce a piece of informa¬ 
tion that one thinks is strange or surprising 
□ Funnily enough, I ran into her just yesterday. 

funny ['fAni] (compar funnier, superl funniest) 
adj -1. [joke, story, person] that is amusing 
and makes people laugh □ / don't see what's 
so funny about it! □ He's the funniest man I've 
ever heard! -2. [situation, person] that one finds 
interesting, surprising, or worrying □ It's a 
funny world. □ The funny thing is, I'd never even 
met him before. -3. to feel funny to feel slight¬ 
ly ill or slightly worried (informal use). 

♦ funnies npl the funnies US the comic strips 
in a newspaper. 

funny bone n the sensitive part of the elbow 
that hurts very much if it is hit. 

furphy 

funny farm n a mental hospital (informal and 
humorous use). 

fun run n an event in which people run a cer¬ 
tain distance in order to collect money for a 
particular purpose, especially for charity. 

fur [f3:r] n -1. [of a cat, fox, rabbit] the soft thick 
hair that covers the body of some animals □ 
a piece of rabbit fur. -2. (for clothes] the skin of 
an animal that is covered with fur; an item 
of clothing, especially a coat, that is made 
from this or from an artificial material that 
looks like it □ a fur collar □ a fur-lined hat □ She 
was wrapped in expensive fur. -3. [on one's 
tongue] a white coating on one’s tongue. 

fur coat n a coat made from the fur of an ani¬ 
mal. 

Furies [’fjuariz]: the Furies in Roman and 
Greek mythology, three goddesses who 
punished people who had done something 
wrong. 

furious ['fjuarias] adj -1. [person] who is very 
angry □ Mary will be furious with us if we're 
late. -2. [effort, activity, discussion] that is very 
energetic .and uncontrolled □ The runners set 
off at a furious pace. 

furiously ['fjuariasli] adv -1. [shout, deny, react] 
very angrily □ an accusation which she furiously 
denied. -2. [run, try, fight] in a wild or uncon¬ 
trolled way □ The cat was scrabbling furiously at 
the door. 

furled [f3:rld] adj [flag, umbrella, sail] that is 
rolled or folded up because it is not being 
used. 

furlong ['f3:rk>r)] n a unit (201 meters) used 
mainly in horse racing for measuring dis¬ 
tance. 

furnace ['f3:rms] n a very large oven used for 
industrial purposes, e.g. in iron and steel 
production. 

furnish ['f3:rnij] vt -1. [room, house, office] to 
provide <a place> with furniture □ They had 
furnished the apartment with beautiful antiques. 
-2. [goods, proof] to provide <sthg that some¬ 
body wants> □ They furnished us with all the 
information we needed. 

furnished ['f3:rmft] adj [apartment, room] that 
contains furniture □ We're looking for some¬ 
where that's fully furnished. 

furnishings ['f3:rnijigz] npl a collective term 
for the furniture and fittings in a room or 
house □ soft furnishings. 

furniture ['f3:rmtJV] n a collective term for the 
movable objects, e.g. tables and chairs, that 
are found in a room and have particular 
uses □ a piece of furniture □ We had hardly any 
furniture when we moved in. 

furniture polish « a polish that is used for 
cleaning the surface of wooden furniture so 
that it shines. 

furor ['fjuarar] US, furore [fjua'roiri] GB n a 
situation in which a lot of anger or excite¬ 
ment is expressed by people who are react¬ 
ing to something □ His comments caused a fu¬ 
ror in the national press. 

furphy ['f3:rfi] (pi furphies) « AUS a rumor or 
untrue story (informal use). 
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furrier ['fArisr] n a person who makes or sells 
clothes made from fur. 

furrow ['fArou] n -1. a long deep line in a 
field, caused by the soil being turned over 
by a plow. -2. a deep line in the skin of 
somebody's face, especially on the forehead, 

furrowed ['fArood] adj -1. [field, land] that has 
furrows. -2. [brow] that is covered with wrin¬ 
kles because one is frowning, 

furry ['f3iri] (compar furrier, superl furriest) adj 
-1. [animal, coat] that is covered with fur □ / 
felt something furry rub against my leg. -2. 
[material, toy] that is made from something 
that is similar to fur. 

further ['f3:rd3r] (compar of far) o adv -1. [walk, 

travel, jump] a greater distance □ How much 
further is it? □ My next trip took me even further 
from home. -2. [complicate, develop] to a great¬ 
er extent □ We need to cut costs still further. • 
to go further with sthg, to take sthg further to 
continue with sthg □ I'm not sure that I want 
to take this case any further. ■ this must not go 
any further you must not tell this to any¬ 
body else. 
o adj [information, assistance, developments] 

more, extra □ Any further questions? ■ until 
further notice until you receive different in¬ 
structions □ The service has been suspended 
until further notice. 
o vt [career, cause] to help <sthg> to develop 
and become more successful □ We hope to 
further our aims by writing to all the papers. 

♦ further to prep business further to your letter 
of the 6th on the subject of your letter of the 
6th (formal use). 

further education n GB education received af¬ 
ter leaving school, but not at university, 

furthermore [,f3:rd3r'mo:r] adv a word used to 
introduce another important point in an ar¬ 
gument or explanation □ Furthermore, Jonson 
had no authority to give these instructions. 

furthermost ['f3:rd3rmoust] adj that is furthest 
away (formal use). 

furthest ['f3:rdist] (superl of far) o adv -1. [walk, 

travel, jump] the greatest distance □ It's the fur¬ 
thest I’ve ever been from home. -2. [develop, ad¬ 

vance] in the greatest detail or to the greatest 
extent □ Who got the furthest with solving the 
problem? o adj [house, outpost] that is the 
greatest distance away □ It's the large white 
one, the furthest on your left. 

furtive ['f3:rtiv] adj [person] who acts as if they 
are keeping something secret, especially 
something they should not be doing o He 
gave her a furtive glance. 

furtively ['f3:rtivli] adv [look, behave] see furtive 
□ / furtively removed the empty wine bottle from 
the table. 

fury I'fjuari] n extreme anger □ She was white 
with fury. ■ in a fury very angry □ He left in a 
fury, slamming the door behind him. 

fuse [fjuiz] o tt -1. ELEcmiciTY a device in a 
plug or electric system containing a short 
thin piece of wire that melts and breaks the 
circuit if too much electricity passes through 
it. -2. [of a firework, bomb] a piece of wire, 

rope, paper etc that carries fire to a firework 
or bomb and causes it to explode after a 
certain period of time. 
o vt -1. to join <pieces of metal> together 
using heat. -2. to combine cideas, systems, 
styles> etc to create something new. 
o vi -1. GB electricity [plug, light] to stop 
working because a fuse has melted. -2. 
[pieces of metal] The girders had fused into a sin¬ 
gle mass. -3. [ideas, systems, styles] The three 
religions fused into a single creed. 

fusebox ['fjuizbDks] n a box that is usually 
found on an inside wall of a building and 
that contains the fuses for the electric cir¬ 
cuits in the building. 

fused [fjuizd] adj GB [appliance, plug! that has a 
fuse □ Is this plug fused? 

fuselage ['fjuizgla^] n the main part of an air¬ 
plane, but not the wings, tail, or nose. 

fuse wire n the wire that is used in fuses. 

fusillade [US 'fjuissleid, GB .fjuizs'leid] n a large 
number of shots fired from several guns in a 
short period of time. 

fusion ['fju:3n] n -1. [of ideas, systems, styles] 

see fuse a a fusion of jazz and hard rock. 
-2. physics a reaction in which two nuclei 
combine and release energy o atomic fusion. 

fuss [fAs] o n unnecessary excitement, anxi¬ 
ety, or anger □ What's all the fuss about now? 
■ to kick up or make a fuss to show that one 
is excited, anxious, or annoyed, often about 
something that is not very important, by 
talking loudly or shouting to attract people’s 
attention □ They made a big fuss about the size 
of the bill. ■ to make a fuss of sb to show sb a 
lot of attention, hospitality, or affection □ 
Grandma loves to make a fuss of the children 
when they come to see her. o vi to behave in 
an excited or anxious way, especially when 
it is unnecessary □ You're always fussing about 
something, try to relax! 

♦ fuss over vt fus to fuss over sb to show sb 
too much attention in an excited or anxious 
way □ Quit fussing over the poor boy and give 
him a chance to get his coat off. 

fussy ['fasi] (compar fussier, superl fussiest) adj 
-1. [person, eater, customer] who is very par¬ 
ticular about details and is difficult to please 
□ He's very fussy about who he lends his CDs to. 
-2. [dress, furniture] that is decorated with too 
much detail □ a white blouse with lots of fussy 
little bows and ribbons on it. 

fusty ['fAsti] (compar fustier, superl fustiest) 
adj -1. [room, clothing] that smells old and un¬ 
pleasant because it has been kept away 
from fresh air for a long time. -2. [person, 

idea, attitude] old-fashioned. 

futile [US 'fjustl, GB -ail] adj [attempt, action, 

question] that does not achieve any useful re¬ 
sults □ It's futile trying to reason with him. 

futility [fju'tibti] n: see futile □ The movie de¬ 
picts the futility of war. 

futon [’fuitDn] h a thin cotton mattress for 
sleeping on that can be folded when it is 
not being used. 

future ['fjuitJV] o « -l. [in time] the time that 
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comes after the present □ We must look to the 
future, not to the past. ■ in the future at a time 
after now □ Sometime in the future, I would like 
to be my own boss. □ / hope to hear from you in 
the near future. -2. [of a person] the things that 
will happen to somebody or something in 
the future □ You have to think of your future. □ 
You have a great future ahead of you. • to have 

a future to be likely to be successful □ This 
kind of hardware has no future. -3. grammar the 

future (tense) the tense of the verb that is 
used to refer to future actions and states, 

o adj -1. [date, generation] that will exist in 
the future; [event, occasion] that will happen 
in the future □ It may not help us, but it's some¬ 
thing that future generations will benefit from. □ / 

kept the document for future reference. -2. 
[president, wife] who is soon to have a par¬ 
ticular job or role □ Meet your future boss. 

♦ in (the) future adv on the next similar oc¬ 
casion and on all other similar occasions af¬ 
ter that □ In the future, I will personally be 
checking the accounts. □ Try to be more careful 
in future. 

♦ futures npl finance contracts to buy com¬ 
modities, currencies etc at prices fixed in the 
present, with payment and delivery made at 
a time in the future. 

futuristic [,fjuitjs'ristik] adj [architecture, design, 

world] that appears very modem, as if it be¬ 
longed to the future. 

fuzz [fAz] n -1. short, soft, light hairs on 
somebody’s skin. -2. the fuzz the police (in¬ 
formal and old-fashioned use). 

fuzzy ['fazi] (compar fuzzier, superl fuzziest) adj 
-1. [hair] that forms a soft curly mass. -2. 
[image, sound] not clear. -3. [idea, mind] con¬ 
fused □ My head feels fuzzy after last night. 

fwd. abbr of forward. 

fwy abbr of freeway. 

FY n abbr of fiscal year. 

FYI abbr of for your information. 

g1 [d3i:] (pi g's or gs), G [d3i:] (pi G's or Gs) n 
the seventh letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ G on music one of the notes in Western 
music, o -1. abbr of good. -2. (abbr of general 
audience or exhibition) a symbol used in the 
USA and Australia to show that a movie or 
videotape is suitable for everybody to 

watch. 

g2 -1. abbr of gram. -2. abbr of gravity. 

G7 [,d3i:’sevn] adj (abbr of Group of Seven) a 
group of seven major industrial nations: the 

USA, Japan, Canada, France, Germany, Ita¬ 
ly, and Britain. 

GA abbr of Georgia. 

gab [gaeb] n —> gift. 

gabardine [’ga:b3rdi:n] n -1. a thick, soft, 
waterproof material that is used for making 
clothes □ a gabardine suit/coat. -2. a coat made 
from gabardine. 

gabble ['gaebl] o vi to speak quickly and in an 
unclear way □ He was gabbling on about noth¬ 
ing as usual, o vt: She gabbled (out) her story, 
o n the sound of a person or people gab¬ 
bling. 

gable [’geibl] n the top part of a wall of a 
house that forms a triangle under the roof. 

Gabriel f'geibrisl] in the Bible, the angel sent 
by God to tell Mary that she would be the 
mother of Jesus. 

gad [gaed] (pt & pp gadded, cont gadding) 
♦ gad about vi to move or travel around 
enjoying oneself, rather than doing some¬ 
thing useful (informal and old-fashioned use). 

gadget ['gaed3it] n any small device, especially 
one that is used in people’s homes, e.g. a 
can opener □ a kitchen gadget. 

gadgetry [*gaed3itri] n gadgets. 

Gaelic 1'geilik] o n a language spoken in Ire¬ 
land and parts of Scodand. o adj: Gaelic 
poetry/speakers. 

gaffe [gaef] n an embarrassing mistake made 
in a social situation □ / made a terrible gaffe at 
Sarah's wedding. 

gag [gaeg] (pt & pp gagged, cont gagging) o n 
-1. a piece of material used to cover or 
block somebody’s mouth so that they can¬ 
not speak or shout. -2. a joke, especially one 
told by a professional comedian (informal 
use), o vt -1. [person] to put a gag on or in 
the mouth of <sb> □ He was found in the cel¬ 
lar, tied up and gagged. -2. [journalist, news¬ 

paper] to stop <sb/sthg> from telling people 
something that is an official secret, o vi to 
choke as if one is going to vomit □ The smell 
made him gag. 

Gagarin [ga'gairin], Yuri (1934-1968) a Rus¬ 
sian cosmonaut who became the first per¬ 
son to go into space in 1961. 

gage [geid3] n & vt US = gauge. 

gaiety ['geisti] n an atmosphere or feeling of 
fun and happiness. 

gaily ['geili] adv -1. [talk, laugh, walk] in a cheer¬ 
ful way. -2. gaily colored/dressed etc brighdy 
colored/dressed etc. 

gain [gein] o n -1. business a financial profit □ 
We made a net gain of $300,000. -2. [for oneself] 

the improvement of one’s own situation □ 
Financial gain was her sole motive. -3. [in output, 

weight, popularity] an increase or improve¬ 
ment in quality or quantity □ There has been 
a considerable gain in productivity, 
o vt -1. [support, advantage, reputation] to get 
<sthg useful>, especially over a period of 
time □ He has gained the respect of his col¬ 
leagues. □ There's nothing to be gained by stay¬ 
ing. -2. [confidence, speed, weight] to get more 
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of <sthg> □ I'm gaining strength every day. 
-3. [watch, clock] to go ahead of time by 
<seconds, minutes, or hours> □ For some rea¬ 
son, my watch gains a few minutes a day. 
o vi -1. to gain in sthg [in strength, experience] 

to gradually get or develop more of sthg □ 
Every day the party is gaining in popularity. 
-2. [from a deal, change] to get something 
useful from an event or situation □ We hope 
to gain from or by the removal of tariffs. 
-3. [watch, clock] to go too fast □ My watch 
keeps gaining! 

♦ gain on vf fus to gain on sb (on a rival, oppo¬ 

nent, competitor] to reduce the space between 
oneself and sb who is ahead o Can't you go 
any faster? They're gaining on us! 

gainful ['geinfl] adj to be in gainful employment 
to be doing a job for which one is paid (for¬ 
mal use). 

gainfully ['geinfli] adv to be gainfully employed 
to be doing a job for which one is paid (for¬ 
mal use). 

gainsay hgein'sei] (pt & pp gainsaid [,gein'sed]) 
vt [statement, fact] to deny or contradict 
<sthg> (formal use). 

Gainsborough [us 'gemzb3:rou, gb -boro], 
Thomas (1727-1788) a British artist, well 
known for his landscapes and portraits of 
people in fashionable society. 

gait [geit] n the particular way in which 
somebody walks (formal use) □ / immediately 
recognized Luther's slow, rambling gait. 

gaiters ['geitorz] npl cloth or leather coverings 
for the lower front part of one’s legs, 
usually worn by skiers, climbers, or walkers 
to keep water or snow out. 

gal. abbr of gallon. 
gala [US 'geib, GB 'ga:b] n -1. a special event 

organized to entertain people □ a gala 
performance/occasion. -2. GB sport a sports 
meeting □ a swimming gala. 

galah [gg'lu:] n a pink and gray cockatoo that 
is found in most parts of Australia and is 
popular as a cage bird. 

Galahad ['gaebhaed], Sir in English legends, 
one of King Arthur’s knights, known for be¬ 
ing kind and honorable. 

Galapagos Islands [us gs'laipsgous-, gb -'lasp- 
agss-]: the Galapagos Islands a group of is¬ 
lands in the Pacific Ocean that form a prov¬ 
ince of Ecuador. They are famous for their 
giant tortoises, size: 7,800 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 6,000. 

galaxy ['gaebksi] {pi galaxies) n a large group 
of planets and stars. 

gale [geil] n -1. a very strong wind □ gale-force 
winds. -2. gales of laughter a lot of loud 
laughter. 

Galileo [.gasli'leiou] (1564-1642) an Italian sci¬ 
entist, mathematician, and astronomer who 
built the first modem telescope and made 
many important discoveries. 

gall [go:l] o«to have the gall to do sthg to do 
sthg that seems rude or unfair □ He had the 
gall to say I'd done nothing to help, o vt to 
make <sb> angry or annoyed because they 

feel unfairly treated □ What really galls me is 
watching him take the credit for all my hard work! 

gall. abbr of gallon. 

gallant [sense 1 'gaebnt, sense 2 gaiaent, 'gaebnt] 

adj (old-fashioned use) -1. [fight, soldier] that is 
brave and honorable. -2. [man, gesture, behav¬ 

ior] that is very polite and helpful to other 
people, especially women □ It was very gallant 
of you to give up your seat! 

gallantry [’gaebntrr] n gallant behavior (old- 
fashioned or formal use). 

gall bladder n a part of one’s body like a 
small bag that holds liquid produced by the 
liver. 

galleon ['gaslian] n a large sailing ship used in 
the past. 

gallery ['gaebri] {pi galleries) n -1. [for exhibi¬ 

tions] a place where people go to see exhibi¬ 
tions of works of art □ an art gallery. -2. [for 

buying] a place where works of art are sold □ 
a commercial gallery. -3. [in a court] an area of 
seats or standing space above a room or 
hall, e.g. in a court or parliament, where 
people can watch and listen to what is hap¬ 
pening □ a public gallery □ the visitors' gallery. 
-4. [in a theater] the highest section of seats 
facing the stage in a theater. 

galley ['gaeli] {pi galleys) n -1. a long low ship, 
often rowed by slaves, that was used in the 
past for trading or as a warship. -2. [on a 
ship] the kitchen in a ship or aircraft. -3. a 
galley (proof) printing a copy of the pages of 
a book, printed on a continuous sheet, on 
which corrections can be made before print¬ 
ing the final pages. 

Gallic fgaelik] adj [charm, style, humor] that is 
typically French. 

galling ['gorlirj] adj that one finds very annoy¬ 
ing because it seems unfair □ It's so galling 
knowing that all this trouble could have been 
avoided. 

Gallipoli [ga'hpalr] a peninsula in Turkey 
where Allied troops tried unsuccessfully to 
land in World War I. 

gallivant ['gaslivaent] vi to go from one place 
to another enjoying oneself, rather than do¬ 
ing something useful (informal and old- 
fashioned use). 

gallon ['gaebn] n a unit (US 3.79 liters, GB 4.55 
liters) used for measuring liquids, e.g. gaso¬ 
line or water. 

gallop ['gaebp] o « -1. the fastest pace of a 
horse □ The horse broke into a gallop. -2. a ride 
on a horse that is running at its fastest pace 
□ We went for a gallop, o vi -1. [horse] to run 
very fast, lifting all four legs off the ground 
once in every stride. -2. [person] to ran fast □ 
She came galloping down the stairs with excite¬ 
ment. 

galloping ['gaebprg] adj that is increasing very 
quickly □ galloping inflation. 

gallows ['gaelouz] (pi gallows) n a wooden 
structure on which criminals are killed by 
hanging. 

gallstone ['godstoun] n a small hard lump that 
can form in the gall bladder and cause pain. 
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Gallup poll™ ['gaebp-] n a survey of a typical 
selection of the people in a country in 
which they are asked for their opinions on 
something or how they will vote in the next 
election. 

galore [ga'b:r] adv opportunities/money etc ga¬ 
lore a large number or amount of oppor¬ 
tunities/money etc □ Help yourself, there's 
food galore. 

galoshes [ga'ln/iz] nfl special rubber shoes 
that are used to cover normal shoes and 
protect them from rain or snow. 

galvanize, -ise ['gaelvanaiz] vt -1. technology 
to give <iron> a covering of zinc as a pro¬ 
tection against rust. -2. to galvanize sb into 
action to make sb start doing something 
suddenly by making them feel shocked, an¬ 
gry, frightened etc □ It took an election defeat 
to finally galvanize the party into action. 

Galway ['goilwei] -1. a county in the west of 
the Republic of Ireland, size: 5,939 sq kms. 
POPULATION: 178,180. ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER: 
Galway. -2. a port on the west coast of Ire¬ 
land. population: 47,008. 

Gama ['gonna], Vasco da (1469-1525) a Por¬ 
tuguese explorer who discovered the sea 
route to India, around the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Gambia [’gasmbis]: (the) Gambia a country in 
West Africa, surrounded by Senegal, size: 
11,300 sq kms. population: 900,000 (Gam¬ 
bians). capital: Banjul, language: English. 
currency: dalasi. 

gambit ['gaembit] n -1. something that some¬ 
body does at the beginning of a game or 
situation in order to gain an advantage. -2. a 
phrase, statement, question etc used to start 
a conversation, argument etc □ His favorite 
opening gambits usually involve saying something 
to shock people. 

gamble ['gaembl] on an action or decision 
that involves a risk, but could produce a 
good result □ Sometimes you've just got to take 
a gamble, o vi to risk money on something, 
e.g. the result of a horse race or game of 
cards □ She's been known to gamble on the 
stock exchange. 

♦ gamble on vt fus to gamble on sthg to take 
a risk on sthg □ She might come, but I wouldn't 
gamble on it. 

gambler ['gaembbr] n a person who gambles 
regularly. 

gambling [’gaemblig] n the activity of trying to 
make money by risking it on a horse race, 
game of cards etc □ gambling debts. 

gambol [’gaembl] (US ft & ff gamboled, cont 
gamboling, GB ft & ff gambolled, cont gam¬ 
bolling) vi [child, dog] to jump or run around 
in an excited playful way (literary use). 

game [geim] o n -1. a sport or test of skill, 
knowledge, chance etc that one takes part 
in to win against an opponent or to gain 
personal satisfaction □ What's your favorite 
game? -2. [for children] an activity, done espe¬ 
cially by children, that involves pretending, 
following rules, using special toys etc; the 

equipment used for this □ Let's play a game. □ 
Did you get any new games for Christmas? 
-3. [of football, cards, chess] an event in which 
players or teams play against each other in 
order to win □ How about a game of tennis? 
-4. tennis one of the short sections that 
make a set in a tennis match □ Game, set, 
and match to Navratilova. -5. hunting wild ani¬ 
mals or birds that are hunted and killed, es¬ 
pecially for sport □ game pie. -6. phrases to 

beat sb at their own game to use the same 
tricks as sb in order to be in a better posi¬ 
tion than them □ You'll just have to beat Owen 
at his own game, that's all. ■ what's your/his 

etc game? a phrase used to ask why some¬ 
body is behaving in a particular way, 
usually because it appears to be dishonest. ■ 
the game's up a phrase used to tell some¬ 
body that their plan or activity is no longer 
a secret and that they cannot continue in 
the same way. ■ to give the game away to 
reveal a secret plan or activity, 
o adj to be game [person] to be willing to do 
something unusual, difficult, or dangerous □ 
He's always game for a laugh. 

♦ games o npl an organized event in which 
competitions in a number of different sports 
take place □ the Olympic Games, o n GB sports 
that are played at a school as part of the 
regular timetable. 

gamekeeper ['geimki:p3r] n a person whose 
job is to look after the animals and birds on 
a private area of land before they are hunted 
for sport. 

gamely ['geimli] adv [fight, continue] bravely a 

He very gamely attempted to finish the race, de¬ 
spite his injury. 

game reserve n an area of land on which 
wild animals and birds are kept and hunted 
for sport. 

game show n a TV program where people 
play games or answer questions to try and 
win prizes. 

gamesmanship ['gernizmanfip] n the practice 
of distracting one’s opponent or destroying 
their confidence to win a game, 

gamma rays ['gaema-] rtfl rays of very short 
wavelength from a radioactive source, 

gammon ['gasman] n meat from the cured 
back leg of a pig □ a gammon steak. 

gamut [ gaemat] n the gamut of sthg the com¬ 
plete range of sthg □ the whole gamut of emo¬ 
tions. m to run the gamut of sthg [of emotion] 

to experience every possible kind of sthg. 

gander ['gaendar] « a male goose. 

Gandhi ['gtendi], Mahatma (1869-1948) an 
Indian lawyer and religious leader who led 
the movement to make his country inde¬ 
pendent from Britain. He is famous for his 
policy of avoiding violence, 

gang [gaerj] n -1. [of criminals, workmen] an or¬ 
ganized group of people, especially men, 
who work together □ a criminal gang. -2. [of 

friends, young people] a group of young peo¬ 
ple who often do things or go out together. 
-3. a group of young people who go around 



Ganges 432 

together and often cause trouble □ a street 
gang. 

♦ gang up vi to act together as a group, e.g. 
to attack or frighten somebody □ He com¬ 
plained that his workmates had been ganging up 
on him. 

Ganges ['gaend3i:z]: the Ganges a river in Asia 
that begins in the Himalayas and flows into 
the Bay of Bengal. It is a sacred river to Hin¬ 
dus. 

gangland ['gaeijlaend] adj that is connected 
with criminal gangs a a gangland murder/ 
racket. 

gangling [’gaegghg], gangly I'gaerjgli] (compar 
ganglier, superl gangliest) adj [person, animal] 
that is tall and thin, has long legs, and 
moves awkwardly. 

gangplank ['gaegplsegk] n a plank used by peo¬ 
ple for walking on or off a boat. 

gangrene ['gaerjgrkn] n the decay of a part of 
the body that is caused when disease, injury 
etc stops blood getting to it □ Gangrene had 
set in in his foot. 

gangrenous ['gsggrinss] adj [wound, limb] that 
is affected by gangrene. 

gangster ['gaerjst3r] n a person who belongs to 
an organized gang of violent criminals. 

gangway ['gasgwei] n -1. = gangplank. -2. GB a 
passage between rows of seats, e.g. on a 
bus or in a theater. 

gannet ['gaenat] {pi gannet or gannets) n a 
large white seabird that dives to catch fish. 

gantry ['gaentri] (pi gantries) n a high metal 
structure, built like a frame, that supports 
e.g. railroad signals, a crane, or a space rock¬ 
et. 

GAO n abbr of General Accounting Office. 

gaol [dgeil] n & vf gb = jail. 

gap [gaep] n -1. [between two objects] an empty 
space between two things or in the middle 
of something □ The dog disappeared through a 
gap in the hedge. □ There's a gap between the 
two seats. -2. [in time] a short period of time 
when nothing is being done □ I've got a gap 
in my schedule tomorrow afternoon. -3. [in 
knowledge, report] something that is missing 
and makes something incomplete □ There are 
large gaps in my knowledge of current affairs. □ 
Her death left a terrible gap in our lives. -4. 
[between two ideas, people] a great difference 
between two things, people, or groups of 
people □ There’s a huge gap between one's 
dreams and reality. 

gape [geip] vi [person] to stare at somebody or 
something with one’s mouth open in a way 
that shows one is stupid or surprised □ He 
gaped at me in amazement. □ He just stood there 
gaping. 

gaping ['geipir)] adj a gaping hole/wound a 
very wide hole/wound. 

garage [US ga'ra^, GB 'gasra:3] n -1. a building, 
often attached to a house, where a car is 
kept □ a garage door. -2. a place where cars 
are serviced, repaired, and sold, and where 
gasoline is sometimes sold □ My car's at the 
garage. □ a garage mechanic. 

garage sale n a sale of unwanted clothes, 
books, records etc, usually held in 
somebody’s garage. 

*»’ GARAGE SALE 
Garage sales are very popular in the USA 
and Australia. When people want to get rid 
of things in their home that they no longer 
want, for example because they are moving, 
they hold a garage sale, which can include 
furniture, clothes, books, and tools. The sale 
may take place in their garage, inside their 
house, in their yard, or even on the street 
outside the house. Garage sales are adver¬ 
tised in local newspapers or on signs around 
the neighborhood. 

garb [ga:rb] n clothing (formal use), 

garbage ['ga:rbid3l n -1. us things that people 
no longer want and throw away, e.g. waste 
food, used paper, and empty cans. -2. non¬ 
sense (informal use). 

garbage bag n us a plastic bag placed inside 
a trash can and used to collect trash, 

garbage can n US a container with a lid, 
usually kept in the kitchen or outside the 
house, in which people put their garbage, 

garbage collector n us a person whose job is 
to collect people’s garbage and take it away, 

garbage disposal « us a device fitted to the 
drain of a kitchen sink that breaks up waste 
food so that it can go down the drain with 
water. 

garbage truck n us a truck that is used for 
collecting garbage from people’s houses, 

garbled ['ga:rbld] adj [message, explanation] that 
is confused and difficult to understand □ He 
left a garbled message on my answering machine. 

Garda ['ga:rd3] n the Garda (Siochana) the po¬ 
lice force of the Irish Republic. 

garden ['ga:rdn] o n -1. an area of private 
ground in front of or behind a house that 
usually has a lawn and flowerbeds, bushes, 
trees etc and is used for relaxation and to 
look at □ a front/back garden □ a garden plant □ 
garden furniture/tools. -2. = vegetable garden, 
o vi to take care of a garden by keeping it 
tidy, weeding, planting flowers etc. 

♦ gardens npl a public area containing lawns, 
trees, flowerbeds etc. 

garden center n a store that sells gardening 
equipment, seeds, plants etc. 

garden city n GB a town that has been spe¬ 
cially designed to have a lot of open green 
spaces and trees. 

gardener ['ga:rdn3r] n a person whose job is 
to look after gardens; a person who enjoys 
gardening as a hobby or pastime, 

gardenia [gaGdiinja] n a plant with dark- 
green leaves and white or yellow flowers 
that smell very sweet. 

gardening ['ga:rdmr)] n the activity of taking 
care of a garden □ gardening gloves/equipment. 

garden party n a formal party held outdoors 
on a lawn or in a garden. 
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gargantuan [ga:r'gasntju3n] adj enormous (lit¬ 
erary use). 

gargle ['ga:rgl] vi to wash one's throat by 
holding liquid in it and breathing out so that 
one blows bubbles through the liquid □ Try 
gargling with an antiseptic solution. 

gargoyle t'ga:rgoil] tt a decoration in the form 
of an ugly person’s or animal’s head, that is 
part of a roof gutter on old buildings and 
which the rainwater flows out of. 

Garibaldi flgaen'boddi], Giuseppe (1807-1882) 
an Italian soldier and nationalist leader. 

garish ['gearif] adj (piece of clothing, furniture] 
that is too brightly colored and is unpleas¬ 
ant to look at. 

garland ['garland] n a ring of flowers, leaves 
etc that is worn around one’s head or neck 
or used as a decoration. 

garlic ['ga:rlik] tt a vegetable that looks like a 
small onion divided into segments, has a 
strong taste and smell, and is often used in 
cooking □ a clove of garlic □ crushed garlic. 

garlic bread tt pieces of cooked bread spread 
with garlic and butter. 

garlicky ['ga:rliki] adj [food, breath] that tastes 
or smells of garlic (informal use). 

garment ['gaTmant] n a piece of clothing, 

garner ['ga:rnar] vf [truth, news, support] to get 
<sthg>, often from several different places 
(formal use). 

garnet ['ga:rnat] tt a deep-red semi-precious 
stone. 

garnish ['ga:rnif] o n a vegetable, fruit, herb 
etc used to decorate food or to improve 
its taste □ a salad garnish, o vt to decorate 
<food> with vegetables, fruit, herbs etc □ 
Garnish the fish with lemon and parsley. 

garret [US 'gerat, GB 'gaer-] n a small room be¬ 
low the roof of a house, 

garrison [US 'gerisan, GB 'gaer-] o « troops who 
live in a town, base, fort etc to protect it. 
o vt to protect <a place> as a garrison, 

garrulous [US 'geralas, GB ’gaer-] adj [person] 
who talks too much □ Pete tended to become 
garrulous when he was nervous. 

garter ['ga:rtar] n -1. a band worn around 
one’s leg to keep socks or stockings in 
place. -2. US one of the four straps that are 
attached at one end to a woman’s under¬ 
wear and at the other end to her stockings 
to keep them up o a garter belt. 

gas [gaes] (pi gases or gasses, pt & pp gassed, 

cont gassing) o tt -1. chemistry a kind of sub¬ 
stance that is neither solid nor liquid and 
usually cannot be seen □ the emission of poi¬ 
sonous gases into the atmosphere. -2. [for heat¬ 
ing, lighting, cooking] gas used as a fuel □ There 
is no gas supply in the village. -3. US = gasoline. 

■ to step on the gas to make a vehicle go 
faster; to hurry up (informal use). -4. US ex¬ 
cess gas produced in the stomach, o vt to 
poison or kill <a person or animal> by mak¬ 
ing them breathe in poisonous gas. 

gas can n US a plastic or metal container with 

___gas tap 

a handle and a long spout for keeping gaso¬ 
line in, e.g. in one’s car. 

gas cap n US the cap or lid that covers the 
hole used for putting gasoline into a vehicle, 

gas chamber tt a room in which people or 
animals are killed using poisonous gas. 

gas cooker tt gb = gas stove. 

gas cylinder tt a cylindrical metal container 
for gas. 

gaseous [US 'gaejas, GB 'gaesi-] adj [substance] 
that is in the form of a gas. 

gas fire n GB a heater in a room that uses gas 
for fuel. 

gas fitter « GB a person whose job is to fit 
and repair gas appliances and pipes, 

gas gage tt us a gage that shows how much 
gas is left in a tank. 

gash [gaej] o tt a large deep cut or wound □ 
She has a nasty gash in her knee, o vt [arm, leg] 
to make a gash in <a part of one’s body>. 

gasket ['gaeskat] tt a seal used in a joint be¬ 
tween metal surfaces to stop gas, oil, water 
etc from escaping. 

gasman ['gaesmaen] (pi gasmen) tt a person 
who checks gas meters, 

gas mask tt a mask worn as protection 
against poisonous gas. 

gasmen ['gaesmen] plural of gasman, 

gas meter n a meter in a building that meas¬ 
ures how much gas has been used, 

gasoline ['gaesaliin] n US a liquid made from 
natural oil that is used as a fuel in motor 
cars and other engines. 

gasometer [gae'sDmatal tt a very large, round, 
tall tank in a city in which gas for use as 
fuel is stored. 

gas oven tt -1. a kitchen oven that uses gas 
for fuel. -2. = gas chamber, 

gasp [US gaesp, GB gaisp] o tt the act or sound 
of suddenly breathing in, that one makes 
when one feels pain, a shock, surprise etc □ 
She gave a gasp of surprise, o vi -1. to breathe 
quickly and deeply through the mouth be¬ 
cause one isn’t able to get enough air into 
one’s lungs □ She emerged from under the wa¬ 
ter gasping for air. -2. to give a gasp □ The audi¬ 
ence gasped at his audacity. □ We gasped in or 

with amazement. 

gas pedal tt US the pedal in a motor vehicle 
that one presses with one’s foot in order to 
go faster. 

gas station « US a place that sells gasoline for 
vehicles. 

gas station attendant tt us a person whose 
job is to fill cars with gas at a gas station, 

gas stove « a kitchen stove that uses gas for 
fuel. 

gassy ['gaesi] (compar gassier, superl gassiest) 

adj [water, beer] that contains too much gas 
in the form of carbon dioxide bubbles, 

gas tank tt US a container that supplies gaso¬ 
line to the engine of a vehicle, 

gas tap tt a tap on a gas pipe that is used to 
turn a supply of gas on or off. 
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gastric ['gaestrik] adj a gastric complaint an ill¬ 
ness of the stomach. ■ gastric juices the 
acids in one’s stomach that help to digest 
food. 

gastric ulcer n an ulcer in the stomach, 

gastritis [gae'straitas] n inflammation of the 
lining of the stomach. 

gastroenteritis [.gaestrouenta'raitas] « inflam¬ 
mation of the stomach and intestine, 

gastronomic [.gaestra'nomik] adj: see gastrono¬ 
my □ gastronomic delights. 

gastronomy [gae'strDnami] n the art and prac¬ 
tice of cooking and enjoying very 'good- 
quality food. 

gasworks Pg*sw3:rks] (pi gasworks) n a place 
where gas for use as fuel is produced, 

gate [geit] n -1. a barrier in a wall, fence, 
hedge etc that opens and closes on hinges □ 
We climbed over the gate into the next field. 
-2. an entrance in an airport which passen¬ 
gers go through to their airplane □ Flight 
All01 is now boarding at Gate 19. 

gateau [US gae'tou, GB 'gaetou] (pi gateaux [US 
gae'touz, GB 'gaetouz]) n GB a type of cake 
with cream in the middle and on top. 

gatecrash ['geitkrsf] o vt to attend <a party, 
meeting> etc without an invitation, o vi: 
We tried to gatecrash but they wouldn't let us in. 

gatecrasher [’geitkraeJV] « a person who has 
gatecrashed or tried to gatecrash a party, 
meeting etc. 

gatehouse ['geithaus, pi -hauziz] n a house 
built next to a gate that is the entrance to a 
park, castle, estate etc. 

gatekeeper ['geitkiips7] « a person whose job 
is to let people in and out of a gate next to 
a gatehouse. 

gatepost ['geitpoust] n one of the two posts 
which a gate is attached or tied to. 

gateway ['geitwei] « -1. [of a building] an en¬ 
trance or exit which has a gate. -2. [to suc¬ 

cess] a means of getting something □ An 
MBA is seen as a gateway to a career in manage¬ 
ment consultancy. -3. [to a country] a route to a 
place □ Singapore, gateway to the East. 

gather ['gaeda7] o vf -1. [people, firewood, infor¬ 

mation] to bring <several people or things> 
together in one place from several different 
places □ We gathered together all our belongings 
and piled them into the truck. □ He gathered the 
whole family together before making his announce¬ 
ment. -2. to gather speed or momentum to 
get faster □ The reform process has been steadi¬ 
ly gathering momentum, m to gather force or 

strength [movement, party, campaign] to get 
stronger. -3. to gather (that)... to know that 
something is true because one has read it or 
heard it from somebody else □ / gather (that) 
he won't be coming after all. □ / gather you told 
Emily I was sick. -A. [cloth, garment! to pull <a 
piece of material> together to form folds or 
pleats □ The skirt is gathered at the waist, 

o vi [people, animals, clouds] to come together 
in one place □ A large crowd had gathered in 
the square to watch the fireworks. 

♦ gather up vt sep to gather things up to col¬ 
lect several things and put them all together, 

gathering ['gaedarirfi n a meeting of people; 
the people at this meeting □ a social gathering. 

GATT [gset] (abbr of General Agreement on Tar¬ 
iffs and Trade) n an international organiza¬ 
tion that was established in 1947 to encour¬ 
age trade between its members. It was re¬ 
placed in 1995 by the WTO. 

Gatwick ['gaetwik] a major international air¬ 
port in England, south of London, 

gauche [gouf] adj [person) who behaves in a 
clumsy way toward other people because 
they are not confident in social situations, 

gaudy ['goidi] (compar gaudier, superl gaudiest) 
adj [piece of clothing, color, jewelry] that is too 
bright and colorful and looks ugly and 
cheap. 

gauge [geid3] on-1. [for measuring things] an 
instrument for measuring the amount or lev¬ 
el of pressure, fuel, rain etc □ a fuel gauge. 
-2. [of a cable, wire] a standard measure of 
thickness. -3. rail the distance between the 
rails of a railroad, o vt -1. [temperature, dis¬ 

tance] to measure <sthg> by using an instru¬ 
ment. -2. to try to guess or judge sthg in ad¬ 
vance □ I'll try to gauge how much it'll cost. □ 
It's difficult to gauge how she'll respond. 

gaunt [go:nt] adj -1. [person, face, figure] that 
looks very thin, pale, and unhealthy □ She 
looked pale and gaunt. -2. [landscape, outline, 

building] that looks bare and depressing, 

gauntlet ['gointlat] n a strong protective glove 
that covers one’s wrist. ■ to run the gauntlet 

of sthg [of danger, criticism] to face sthg. ■ to 

throw down the gauntlet to invite somebody 
to argue or compete with one. 

gauze [go:z] n a very thin light cloth that is 
used especially to dress wounds, 

gave [geiv] past tense of give, 

gawky [’goiki] (compar gawkier, superl gawki- 

est) adj [person] who moves in a nervous 
awkward way □ a gawky teenager. 

gawp [ga:p] vi to stare in a stupid or rude 
way without any expression on one’s face □ 
They just stood there gawping. 

gay [get] o adj -1. [person] homosexual □ Is he 
gay? □ gay men and women □ a gay bar. m gay 

rights the rights of gay people. -2. [person, 

place, music] cheerful and lively. -3. [color, 

piece of clothing] bright, o « a homosexual 
person, especially a homosexual man □ les¬ 
bians and gays. 

Gaza Strip [US ,gaeza-, GB .gcuza-]: the Gaza 
Strip a strip of land on the Mediterranean 
between Egypt and Israel. It was occupied 
by Israel in 1967 and in 1993 plans were 
begun for limited Palestinian self-rule of the 
region. 

gaze [geiz] o « a long fixed look □ He returned 
her gaze, o vi to look steadily at somebody 
or something for a long time □ They gazed at 
him/his work in admiration. 

gazebo [US ga'zeibou, GB -'zi:b-] (pi gazebos) n 
a decorative wooden structure like a hut, 
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usually used in a garden for sitting and re¬ 
laxing in. 

gazelle [gs'zel] (pt gazelle or gazelles) n a small 
type of antelope. 

gazette [gs'zet] « an official news publication 
□ The Evening Gazette. 

gazetteer [,gaez3'ti3r] n an alphabetical list of 
places and their location. 

gazump [ga'zAmp] vt GB to refuse to sell one’s 
house to <sb> after one has accepted their 
offer, because somebody else has offered 
more money. 

GB abbr of Great Britain. 

GBH « GB abbr of grievous bodily harm. 
GC n abbr of George Cross. 

GCH GB abbr of gas central heating. 

GCHQ {abbr of Government Communications 

Headquarters) n the British government de¬ 
partment that gathers information about 
other countries by listening to their radio 
broadcasts. 

GCSE {abbr of General Certificate of Secondary 

Education) « in England and Wales, a school 
examination taken at the age of 16 in one of 
many subjects. 

Gdns GB abbr of Gardens. 

GDP n abbr of gross domestic product. 

GDR {abbr of German Democratic Republic) = 

East Germany. 

gear [gi3r] o n technology a system of 
wheels that sends power from an engine to 
the vehicle or machine it drives and allows 
changes in speed □ a gear system/mechanism. 
-2. [of a car, bicycle] a particular position of 
the gear system of a car or bicycle □ / was 
driving along in fourth gear. □ You have to keep 
changing gear. ■ in/out of gear with the gear 
system engaged/in neutral. -3. [for activity, 

sport] the equipment, clothes etc required for 
a particular activity or occasion □ camping/ 
fishing/football gear, o vt to gear sthg to sb/ 
sthg to change sthg to suit sb/sthg □ The 
course is geared to the needs of non-native 
speakers. 

♦ gear up vt sep to gear sb/sthg up to prepare 
sb/sthg □ We're gearing ourselves up to meet 
the rise in demand. 

gearbox ['gi3rbnks] « the part of a motor vehi¬ 
cle that contains the gear mechanism. 

gearing ['giant)] n the way in which the 
speed ratios in a gear mechanism are set. 

gear lever, gear shift us, gear stick gb n a 
lever used to change gear in a vehicle. 

gear wheel « a cog wheel in a gear mecha¬ 
nism. 

gee [d3i:] excl -1. gee (whizz)! US a phrase used 
to show that one is surprised, impressed etc 
(informal use) □ Gee! That sure looks great, Mrs 
Maine! -2. gee up! GB a phrase used to tell a 
horse to start or go faster. 

geek [gi:k] n (informal use) -1. a boring unfash¬ 
ionable person. -2. a person who is very in¬ 
terested in computers. 

geese [gi:s] plural of goose. 

Geiger counter t'gaigar-] n a device for meas¬ 
uring levels of radioactivity. 

geisha (girl) ['geija-] n a Japanese woman 
whose job is to entertain men. 

gel [d3el] {pt & pp gelled, cont gelling) o n any 
substance like jelly, especially one used to 
wash hair or treat one’s hair or body □ 
shower gel. o vi -1. [idea, thought, plan] to be¬ 
come more clearly formed in one’s mind. 
-2. [liquid) to become thicker like a jelly, 

gelatin ['d3ebtin], gelatine ['d3el3ti:n] n a clear 
tasteless substance like jelly that is used in 
making jelly, soups etc. 

gelding ['geldiij] n a horse that has been cas¬ 
trated. 

gelignite ['d3elignait] n a powerful explosive □ 
a stick of gelignite. 

gem [d3em] n -1. a precious stone. -2. a per¬ 
son or thing that is highly valued. 

Gemini ['d3eminai] n a sign of the zodiac, 
usually represented by a pair of twins; a 
person bom under this sign between May 
23 and June 21. 

gemstone ['d3emstoun] n a precious stone, 

gen [d3en] {pt & pp genned, cont genning) GB 
n information (informal use). 

♦ gen up vi to find out as much as possible 
about something (informal use), 

gen. abbr of general, generally. 

Gen. military abbr of General, 

gender ['d3end3r] n -1. [of a person] one of the 
sexes, male or female, that a person or ani¬ 
mal belongs to □ gender issues. -2. grammar 
one of the groups, masculine, feminine, or 
neuter, which nouns and pronouns in some 
languages belong to □ What gender is the word 
"chaise "? 

gene [d3i:n] « the part of a cell that contains 
the information that is passed from a parent 
to its children and that is responsible for a 
particular physical or mental feature □ Scien¬ 
tists are trying to isolate the gene responsible for 
the disease. 

genealogist [US ,d3i:ni'a:l3d33st, gb -’si-] n a 
person who studies or is an expert in ge¬ 
nealogy. 

genealogy [US ,d3i:ni'a:l3d3i, GB -'ael-J (pi ge¬ 

nealogies) n the study of the history of a 
family and the members of the family that 
lived a long time ago; the history of the 
family of a particular person, 

genera ['dsensrs] plural of genus, 

general ['dsenrsl] o adj -1. [improvement, de¬ 

scription, impression] a word used to summa¬ 
rize a situation, feeling, idea etc when one is 
not concerned with details or exceptions □ 
The general effect is quite pleasing. □ / think I've 
got the general idea. ■ as a general rule a 
phrase used to say what happens most of 
the time. -2. [interest, use, concern] a word 
used to refer to something that affects or 
concerns most people □ We do not admit late¬ 
comers as a general rule. □ / think most people 
would agree that these measures are for the gen¬ 
eral good. -3. [question, education] that is not 
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connected with one particular subject only □ 
I have a few general inquiries to make. □ a book 
of interest to the general reader. -4. [costs] a 
word used to refer to a number of things 
when there are too many to list separately □ 
Stationery can be put under general expenses, 
o n military an army officer of high rank. 

♦ in general adv -1. a phrase used to summa¬ 
rize a situation □ In general, I think that's true. 
-2. a phrase used to refer to most of the 
people or things in a group □ society/the pop¬ 
ulation/mankind in general. -3. a phrase used to 
say that something happens or is true in most 
cases □ In general, books are more expensive 
in Europe than in the States. 

General Accounting Office n the General Ac¬ 

counting Office the US government depart¬ 
ment that supervises the financial affairs of 
public organizations and local government, 

general anesthetic n an anesthetic designed 
to make a patient unconscious. 
NOTE: Compare local anesthetic, 

general delivery n in the USA, a service that 
allows people to receive their mail at the 
post office. 

general election « a national election for a 
new government. 
NOTE: Compare by-election, 

general hospital n a large hospital designed 
to treat all kinds of ill people, 

generality fdsens'raelsti] (pi generalities) n a 
statement that does not contain any details, 

generalization [us bsenrsla'zeifn, gb -ai'zeifn] 
n a vague general statement □ The report is 
full of sweeping generalizations. 

generalize, -ise ['d3enr3laiz[ vi to make a gen¬ 
eralization □ You can't generalize about such a 
complex issue. 

general knowledge n knowledge of a wide 
variety of subjects □ We had to answer ques¬ 
tions on general knowledge, sport, and history. 

generally ['d.^enroli] adv -1. usually o Generally, 
we go shopping once a week. □ / don't generally 
like to discuss my ideas until they're more devel¬ 
oped. -2. generally accepted/believed etc ac¬ 
cepted/believed etc by most people □ / think 
it is generally agreed now that change is inevita¬ 
ble. -3. [talk, discuss] without speaking about 
the details of a situation □ Mrs Blackwell 
spoke generally about the problems facing the in¬ 
dustry. 

general manager « a person in charge of a 
company, store etc who takes care of the 
everyday running of the business, 

general practice n the work done by a GP. 

general practitioner n GP (formal use), 

general public n the general public ordinary 
people in general. 

general-purpose adj general-purpose tools/ 

clothes etc tools/clothes etc suitable for sev¬ 
eral different uses etc. 

general store n a store that sells several dif¬ 
ferent kinds of goods. 

general strike « a strike affecting all or most 
of a country’s industries and services. 

General Synod n the General Synod (of the 

Church of England) the group of church 
members who meet regularly and make de¬ 
cisions concerning the Church of England. 

generate ['dsenareit] vt -1. [energy, electricity, 

heat] to produce <sthg> □ wind-generated 
power. -2. [interest, excitement, business] to 
create <sthg> □ The project will generate hun¬ 
dreds of jobs in the area. 

generation [,d3en3'reijn] « -1. [in a family, soci¬ 

ety] the people in a family or country who 
are about the same age □ the younger genera¬ 
tion. ■ first/second generation [Italian, black] 

who is an immigrant/whose parents were 
immigrants □ second-generation Irish immi¬ 
grants. -2. the period of time, usually consid¬ 
ered to be about 25 to 30 years, that it takes 
for a person to grow up and have their own 
family □ For generations the city was in decline. 
-3. technology a stage in the development 
of a product □ the new generation of computers 
□ fourth-generation word processors. -4. [of busi¬ 

ness, interest, energy] see generate. 

generation gap « the difference in attitudes, 
customs, taste etc between younger and 
older generations of people. 

generator ['d3enareitar[ n a machine that pro¬ 
duces electricity. 

generic [d33'nerik] adj [term, name] that applies 
to a whole group of similar things. 

generosity [^ena'rrissti] n [of a person] the 
quality of being generous □ We appreciate 
your generosity. 

generous ['d3enras] adj -1. [person, nature] will¬ 
ing to give money, help etc freely □ He's a 
very generous person. -2. [gift, meal, portion] 

larger than is usual or expected □ generous 
helpings of food. 

generously ['dsenrasli] adv -1. [agree, offer] 

willingly and kindly □ Marc very generously of¬ 
fered to help. -2. [pay, contribute] more than is 
usual or expected □ Please give generously. 

genesis ['dsenssis] (pi geneses [-si:z]) n the 

genesis of sthg [of an idea, the world] the ori¬ 

gin of sthg (formal use). 

genetic [d33'netik] adj [characteristic, code, map] 

that is connected with genes or genetics. 
♦ genetics n the scientific study of the way 

the characteristics of living things are passed 
from one generation to the next through the 
genes. 

genetic engineering n the science of chang¬ 
ing the characteristics of a living thing by al¬ 
tering its genes. 

genetic fingerprinting [-'firjgarpnntir)] n a 
method of identifying an individual by study¬ 
ing the unique genetic structure of a sample 
of their blood, hair, saliva etc. 

Geneva [d33'ni:v3] -1. a city in Switzerland, 
on Lake Geneva. It is an important banking 
center and many international organizations 
have their headquarters there, population: 
171, 042. -2. Lake Geneva a lake in southern 
Europe, between France and Switzerland. 

Geneva Convention n the Geneva Convention 

an international agreement on the treatment 
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of wounded soldiers and prisoners during 
periods of war, signed in Geneva, Switzer¬ 
land in 1864. 

Genghis Khan [.dseggis'kain] (1162-1227) a 
Mongol emperor and soldier, known for his 
cruelty. 

genial ['d3i:njal] adj [person, remark, smile] that 
seems cheerful and friendly. 

genie ['djiini] {pi genies or genii [-iai]) « a 
magical spirit in Arabian stories. 

genitals ['d3enitlz] npl the sex organs that are 
outside the body. 

genius ['d3i:ni3s] {pi geniuses) n -1. a person 
who has a rare and great natural intelli¬ 
gence, ability, or talent □ He's a mathematical 
genius. -2. a rare and great natural ability or 
talent □ That idea was a stroke of genius. □ She 
has a real genius for organization. 

genocide ['dsenasaid] « the planned or organ¬ 
ized killing of a whole community, race etc. 

genre ['3Dnra] « a particular type of literature, 
music, or other work of art □ a master of the 
genre of crime writing. 

gent [d3ent] k GB = gentleman (informal use). 
♦ gents n GB a men’s public toilet (informal 

use) □ Can you tell me where the gents is? 

genteel [d3en'ti:l] adj -1. [person] who seems 
respectable and refined. -2. [manner, voice] 

that is polite in an unnatural exaggerated 
way. 

gentile l'd3entail] o adj [person] who is not 
Jewish. On a person who is not Jewish, 

gentle I'd3entl] adj -1. [person, smile, manner] 

that is calm and kind □ He was a kind, gentle 
man. -2. [movement, touch] that is pleasant 
and light, and is not rough or violent □ There 
was a gentle breeze blowing. -3. [slope, curve] 

that is gradual, not steep or sharp □ a gentle 
incline. -4. [hint, reminder] that is mild and 
subde □ She dropped a few gentle hints. 

gentleman ['dsentimsn] {pi gentlemen) w -1. a 
man who treats other people with polite¬ 
ness and consideration □ He behaved like a 
real gentleman. ■ a gentleman's agreement an 
agreement that is not written down and is 
made between people who trust each other. 
-2. a word used as a polite way of talking 
about a man □ There's a gentleman to see you, 
Mrs Smith. 

gentlemanly ['dsentlmanli] adj [behavior, man¬ 

ners] polite and considerate, 

gentlemen ['dsentlmsn] plural of gentleman. 

gently l'd3entli] adv -1. [smile, touch, slope] see 
gentle o She gently reminded him it was time to 
leave. -2. [move, heat] slowly and without 
sudden movements □ a gently flowing river. 

gentry ['d3entri] n a collective term for people 
of a high social class. 

genuflect ['d3enjaflekt | vi to bend down with 
one knee on the ground as a sign of respect 

(formal use). 

genuine l'd3enjoin] adj -1. [antique, work of art] 

that is really what it seems to be and is not 
a copy □ a genuine Ming vase. -2. [person, feel¬ 

ing, effort] that is sincere and not a pretense 
□ Their intentions seem genuine enough. 

genuinely I'd3enjuinli] adv [feel, believe] see 
genuine □ / was genuinely surprised/shocked/ 
disappointed. □ a genuinely honest man. 

genus [ dsirnos] (pi genera) n biology a class of 
animals or plants within a family, 

geographer [d3i'Dgrafar] n an expert in geog¬ 
raphy. 

geographical [d3i3'graefikl] adj [feature, survey, 

area] see geography □ the town's geographical 
location. 

geography [d3i'Dgrafi] n -1. the study of the 
earth’s surface, physical features, political 
boundaries, climate, populations, resources 
etc. -2. the way in which the parts of a 
place are arranged □ / haven't quite worked out 
the geography of the area yet. 

geological [,d3i:a'lDd3ikl] adj [feature, fault] see 
geology □ a geological survey of the area. 

geologist [d3i'Dbd33st] n an expert in geology, 

geology [d3i'Dbd3i] n -1. the study of the 
rocks, soil etc that form the earth’s crust 
and of the way in which they change and 
develop over long periods of time. -2. the 
characteristics of the rocks, soil etc in a par¬ 
ticular area. 

geometric(al) [,d3i:3'metrik(l)] adj [shape, de¬ 

sign, pattern] that consists of basic shapes 
such as triangles, circles, and squares, 

geometry [d3i'nmotn] « a mathematical sci¬ 
ence that deals with the measurement of 
lines, angles, curves, and shapes, 

geophysics [,d3i:ou'fiziks] n the study of the 
physical qualities of the earth and the physi¬ 
cal processes that happen in, on, and above 
it. 

geopolitical [,d3i:oop3'litikl] adj: see geopolitics, 

geopolitics [,d3i:ou'pDlitiks] « the study of the 
way in which a country’s location, popula¬ 
tion etc affects its influence and power in 
the world. 

Geordie J'd3o:rdi] (informal use) o n -1. a per¬ 
son from Tyneside, England. -2. a dialect of 
English spoken in Tyneside, o adj: a Geordie 
accent. 

George III [ld3o:rd3d3'03:rd] (1738-1820) King 
of Great Britain and Ireland from 1760 to 
1820. He suffered from insanity, especially 
toward the end of his reign. 

George VI [,d3o:rd3<b'siks0] (1895-1952) King 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 
1936 to 1952. 

George Cross [,d3o:rd3-] « the George Cross in 
Britain, a medal given to somebody who has 
done something very brave, 

georgette [d33:r'd3et] « a thin strong material 
used for making clothes. 

Georgia ['d3o:rd3a] -1. a country in western 
Asia, on the Black Sea, between Russia and 
Turkey, size: 70,000 sq kms. population: 

5,400,000 (Georgians). capital: Tblisi. lan¬ 

guage: Georgian, currency: rouble. -2. a 
state in the southeastern USA, north of 
Florida, abbreviation: GA. size: 152,488 sq 
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kms. population: 6,478,216 (Georgians). capi¬ 

tal: Atlanta. 

Georgian ['d3o:rd33n] o adj -1. [architecture, fur¬ 

niture] that is in the style of the period of the 
British kings George I to George IV (1714 to 
1830). -2. see Georgia, o n: see Georgia. 

geranium [dss'reinjsm] {pi geraniums) n a pot 
plant or garden plant with small red, pink, 
or white flowers and round leaves. 

gerbil ['d33:rbl] n a small furry animal with 
long hind legs that is often kept as a pet. 

geriatric [,d3en aetrik] adj -1. a geriatric ward/ 
hospital etc a ward/hospital etc for old peo¬ 
ple □ My sister is a geriatric nurse. -2. 
[infrastructure, system] that is very old and in¬ 
efficient. 

germ [d33:rm] « -1. a bacterium or virus that 
causes disease □ a disinfectant guaranteed to kill 
all known germs. -2. the germ of an idea/a plan 
the beginning of an idea/a plan that may de¬ 
velop. 

German ['d33:rm3n] o n -1. a person who 
comes from or lives in Germany. -2. a lan¬ 
guage spoken in Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland, o adj: the German economy. 

Germanic [d33:r'maenik] adj [style, feature, lan¬ 

guage] that is typical of Germany or the Ger¬ 
man people. 

German measles n an infectious disease in 
which red spots appear on the body, and 
which is harmful to the unborn children of 
pregnant women. 

German shepherd (dog) n a large dog that 
looks like a wolf and is often used by the 
police to help them catch criminals. 

Germany ['d33:rmani] a country in central 
Europe. It was divided into East and West 
Germany from 1945 to 1990. size: 357,000 
sq kms. population: 81,000,000 {Germans). 
capital: Berlin, language: German, currency: 

Deutschmark. 

germicide ['d33:rmisaid] n a substance that 
kills germs. 

germinate ['d33irmineit] o vt to make <a 
seed> start growing, o vi -1. [seed] The seeds 
need the right conditions to germinate. -2. [idea, 

feeling] to start to develop □ New concepts are 
germinating all the time. 

germination [,d33:rmi'neij'n] n: see germinate □ 
Moisture is vital for germination. 

germ warfare n a method of fighting that in¬ 
volves using germs to spread disease among 
enemy troops. 

Geronimo [dss'rDnsmou] (1829-1909) a Native 
American chief of the Apache people who 
fought against Americans who came to set¬ 
tle on his land. 

gerrymandering ['d3erimaendarig] « the chang¬ 
ing of electoral boundaries to give one party 
an unfair advantage. 

Gershwin ['g3:rJwm], George (1898-1937) a 
US composer who used jazz, blues, and pop 
in his music. He wrote Porgy and Bess and 
Rhapsody in Blue. 

gerund ['d3erand] n a noun formed from a 
verb that, in English, ends in -ing. 

gestation [d3e'steijn] n the development of a 
baby or young animal in its mother’s body 
before birth. 

gestation period « -1. the period of time 
during which a baby or young animal devel¬ 
ops in its mother’s body. -2. the period of 
time during which an idea or plan is devel¬ 
oped. 

gesticulate [dges'tikjsleit] vi [person] to move 
one’s hands and arms in an angry or excited 
way to emphasize what one is saying or in¬ 
stead of using words □ He gesticulated angrily. 

gesture ['d3est.IV] o « -1. a movement of a 
part of the body to express a particular 
emotion or idea o a hand gesture □ He made a 
large sweeping gesture with his hand. □ an insult¬ 
ing gesture. -2. something that one says or 
does to show a particular feeling to some¬ 
body □ a kind gesture □ a gesture of friendship/ 
defiance, o vi to make a gesture □ He gestured 
to me to step forward. 

get [get] (US pt got, pp gotten, cont getting, GB 
pt & pp got, cont getting) o aux vb he got 
killed he was killed (used with the past par¬ 
ticiple to form the passive) □ Be careful, 
somebody could get hurt! □ Where did they get 
married? 
o vt -1. he got a present from his wife his 
wife gave, sent etc him a present □ / got a 
letter/phone call from my sister. □ When did you 
get the news? -2. she got a surprise/shock she 
had a surprise/shock, she was surprised/ 
shocked □ / get the feeling that he doesn't like 
us. □ / get a real thrill out of driving fast. -3. I got 
a cold/the flu I caught a cold/the flu □ You 
can't get AIDS from kissing. -4. ! must get a car 
I must buy, find, win etc a car □ He can't get 
a job anywhere. □ They got me a book for my 
birthday. □ She got a good grade. -5. I'll get my 
coat I'll go to the place where my coat is 
and bring it back here □ I'll just get you a drink 
from the bar. □ Could you go and get your sister, 
she's upstairs. -6. to get a person/an animal to 
capture or kill a person/an animal □ Did the 
police get him yet? -7. to get a rest to have a 
rest, especially when this is needed □ / need 
to get more exercise. * to get a look at sthg to 
be able or allowed to look at sthg □ / got a 
quick glimpse of his face. • to get the time/ 
opportunity to do sthg to have or find the 
time/opportunity to do sthg □ / don't often 
get the time to go to the theater. □ Visit the Lou¬ 
vre if you get the chance. -8. to get a bus/train 
to find a bus/train in order to travel on it □ 
Where do you get the bus? □ We got a flight to 
Athens. -9. to get dinner/lunch to make or 
prepare dinner/lunch □ Darren was in the kitch¬ 
en getting (the) breakfast. □ We'll find a cafe and 
get some lunch there. -10. to get money/a sala¬ 
ry to be paid or earn money/a salary □ He 
gets about $12,000 a year. □ We only got $5 for 
the picture. -11. to get a joke/an idea to 
understand a joke/an idea □ / don’t get it — I 
thought she was your friend. □ They seemed to 
get the point I was trying to make. -12. what 
gets me... what annoys me (informal use) □ 
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What really gets me is that he never listens! 
-13. to get sb/sthg to a place to move or 
bring sb/sthg to a place □ It's time to get the 
children to bed. □ Get that report to me by 2 
o'clock! -14. to get sb ready/worried etc to 
make sb ready/worried etc □ The news got 
me really worried. □ He got her pregnant. □ / 
can't get this piece to fit. -15. to get sthg done 
to do what has to be done to make sthg 
happen □ We'll have to get the TV repaired. 
-16. to get sb to do sthg to employ or per¬ 
suade sb to do sthg □ I'll get my secretary to 
make an appointment. -17. you get a lot of rain 
here there is a lot of rain here, 

o vi -1. (+ complement) to become □ / got real¬ 
ly enthusiastic about it. □ My cold's getting bet¬ 
ter. □ It's time we got dressed. -2. we got home 
we came or arrived home □ How do you get 
to the station? □ The party was over by the time I 
got there. -3. I got (up) to page 10 I reached 
or made progress as far as page 10 □ Life be¬ 
comes easier when you get to my age. □ We got 
as far as buying the paint, m to be getting some¬ 
where to be having some success □ The work 
started slowly, but now we're really getting some¬ 
where. -4. to get to do sthg to do sthg, 
usually after having to wait, get permission, 
or make an effort □ Did you get to speak to 
her? □ In the end we got to be very close friends. 
-5. to get going or moving to start moving, 
working, or being active □ We'd better get go¬ 
ing if we're going to finish the work today; see 
also got. 

♦ get about vi = get around. 

♦ get across vt sep to get sthg across [idea, 
message! to succeed in making people un¬ 
derstand sthg □ We've failed to get our policies 
across to the public. 

♦ get ahead vi [person] to be successful in 
one’s work or career □ She really wants to get 
ahead in life. 

♦ get along vi -1. [person! to make good pro¬ 
gress □ How are you getting along with the 
work? -2. [two people] to have a friendly rela¬ 
tionship □ My boss and I get along really well. □ 
I've just never gotten along with him, for some 
reason. 

♦ get around o vt fus -1. to get around sthg 
[problem, obstacle, law] to find a way of deal¬ 
ing with or avoiding the problems caused by 
sthg □ It's a tricky situation, but we'll get around 
it somehow. -2. to get around sb to persuade 
sb to do what one wants by being pleasant 
to them □ She really knows how to get around 
her parents, o vi -1. [person] to go to different 
places and see people □ / don't get around 
much any more. □ Having a car makes it easier to 
get around. -2. [news, information] to become 
known by a large number of people □ The 
story soon got around that he'd been fired. 

♦ get around to vt fus to get around to sthg 
to find time to do sthg that one should have 
done before □ / finally got around to fixing the 
radiator. 

♦ get at vt fus -1. to get at sthg [book, branch] 
to succeed in reaching sthg that is difficult 
to reach; [information] to succeed in finding 
out sthg that is hidden or not generally 

known □ Put the cake somewhere where the 
children can't get at it. □ He was determined to 
get at the truth. -2. what are you getting at? 
used to ask somebody to say clearly what 
they mean, often when one thinks they 
have said something unpleasant or unfair. 
-3. to get at sb to keep criticizing sb in an 
annoying way (informal use) □ Stop getting at 
me! 

♦ get away vi -1. [person] to succeed in leav¬ 
ing a place □ / won't get away from the meeting 
before six. -2. [person] to go away on a vaca¬ 
tion □ I need to get away for a few days. ■ to 
get away from it all to have a complete 
change from one’s usual surroundings and 
activities □ It was great to get away from it all 
for a few days. -3. (robber, prisoner, animal] to 
succeed in escaping □ Thieves got away with 
thousands of dollars in used bills. 

♦ get away with vt fus to get away with sthg 
to do sthg bad and not to be punished for it 
□ He's so pushy, I don't know how he gets away 
with it! 

♦ get back o vt sep -1. to get sb/sthg back 
[money, book, husband] to have sb/sthg that 
one has lost or given to someone □ She got 
her old job back. -2. to get sb back to do 
something unpleasant to sb because of 
something unpleasant that they have done 
to oneself □ I'll get you back for what you said! 
o vi -1. to move away □ The police were tell¬ 
ing everyone to get back. -2. to arrive back at 
the place one has left, especially one’s home 
□ When did you get back from your vacation? 

♦ get back to vt fus -1. to get back to sthg to 
start doing sthg again □ Now, to get back to 
what I was saying... ■ to get back to sleep to 
fall asleep again after waking up. ■ to get 
back to normal to become normal again. ■ to 
get back to work to start working again after 
a rest, illness etc. -2. to get back to sb to 
phone or write to sb at a later time, usually 
because one cannot answer their question 
straight away □ Can I get back to you on that, 
I'll need to think about it. 

♦ get behind vi to fail to do something by 
the time that it should be done □ You've got¬ 
ten behind with your work/payments. 

♦ get by vi to have just enough money for 
the things one needs to live normally □ 
“How do you survive on $80 a week?" — “Oh, 
we get by." 

♦ get down o vf sep -1. to get sb down to 
make sb unhappy or depressed □ Don't let it 
get you down. -2. to get sthg down to take 
sthg from a higher place □ She got the book 
down from the shelf, o vi -1. to bend or lower 
oneself toward the ground □ / got down on 
my knees to pray. -2. to climb down from 
something □ She got down from or off the lad¬ 
der. 

♦ get down to vt fus to get down to sthg to 
start to do sthg important that one has been 
unable to do earlier □ Right, let's get down to 
work/business. 

♦ get in o vi -1. [person] to get inside a vehi¬ 
cle or a building □ She opened the car door, 
got in, and drove away. □ The burglar got in 
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through an open window. -2. [train, plane] to ar¬ 
rive at its destination; [person] to arrive 
home □ What time does your flight get in? □ He 
was out drinking and didn't get in until 3 o'clock. 
-3. [politician, party] to win an election □ It 
doesn't look as If the Republicans will get in this 
time, o vt sep -1. to get sthg in [washing, har¬ 

vest, shopping] to go out and find, buy, or 
collect sthg and then bring it home □ We’d 
better get in some food for the weekend. -2. to 
get sb in [electrician, plumber] to get sb to 
come and do a job □ We'll have to get some¬ 
one in to fix the heater. 

♦ get in on vf fus to get in on sthg to become 
involved in sthg that other people have 
started to do □ He's trying to get in on the deal. 

♦ get into vt fus -1. to get into a vehicle/ 
building to get inside a vehicle/building □ / 
had to borrow a key to get into the apartment. 
-2. to get into a piece of clothing to be the 
right size for a piece of clothing □ I've put on 
so much weight I can't get into this dress any 
more. -3. to get into sthg [into a conversation, 

fight, profession] to become involved in an ac¬ 
tivity □ He got into an argument with his boss. □ 
How do you get into advertising? -4. to get into 
a temper/mess to start to be in a temper/ 
mess □ He got into trouble with the police. -5. to 
get into a school/college to be accepted as a 
student at a school/college, usually by pass¬ 
ing an exam □ She got into Yale. -6. what's 
got into you? why are you behaving so bad¬ 
ly or strangely? □ / don't know what's gotten 
into her lately. 

♦ get off o vt sep -1. to get a piece of cloth¬ 
ing off to remove a piece of clothing, often 
with difficulty □ Get those wet shoes off. 
-2. to get sthg off [letter, package] to put sthg 
in the mail, usually by a particular time □ I'll 
get the tickets off to you today. 

o vt fus -1. to get off sthg [chair, horse, bicycle] 

to move or climb down from sthg □ He told 
the children to get off the roof. -2. to get off 
sthg [train, bus, plane] to leave sthg □ She got 
off the streetcar at the next stop, 

o vi -1. [passenger] to leave a train, bus, 
plane etc o You need to get off at the next stop. 
-2. [person, train] to leave a place because one 
has to go somewhere else □ Did the kids get 
off to school OK this morning? -3. [person] to be 
given a punishment that is not as severe as 
it could be □ She got off with a fine. ■ he got 
off lightly his punishment was not severe. 

♦ get on o vt sep to get a piece of clothing on 
to put a piece of clothing on □ Get your coats 
on, boys, we're going, o vt fus -1. to get on 
sthg [train, bus, plane] to go inside sthg in or¬ 
der to travel on it □ / told him to get on the 
next flight to New York. -2. to get on sthg 
[horse, bicycle, roof] to go or climb up onto 
sthg □ He got on his motorcycle and rode away, 

o vi -1. [passenger] to get on a train, bus, 
plane etc □ / got on at Springfield. -2. [person] 

to have a friendly relationship □ / get on real¬ 
ly well with his family. -3. [person] = get ahead. 
-4. [job, person] to make progress □ How are 
you getting on with your new computer? -5. to 
get on with sthg to continue to do sthg seri¬ 

ously, especially after a break or interrup¬ 
tion □ I'll call you back later, I must get on with 
this report. -6. to be getting on [person] to be 
rather old □ He's getting on now. 

♦ get on for vt fus to be getting on for a par¬ 
ticular amount/time/age to be nearly or ap¬ 
proximately a particular amount/time/age 
(informal use) □ There were getting on for 2,000 
people at the concert. □ She's getting on for re¬ 
tirement age. 

♦ get on to, get onto vt fus -1. to get on to 
or onto sthg [a train, plane, horse] = get on □ 
How did you get onto the roof? -2. to get on to 
or onto sthg [subject, topic] to start talking 
about sthg, usually by chance □ How did we 
get onto the subject of marriage? -3. to get on 
to or onto sb to speak or write to sb in order 
to ask for or give information, or to com¬ 
plain □ I'll get on to the manager right away. 

♦ get out o vt sep -1. to get sthg out [gun, 
notebook] to take sthg out of a pocket, draw¬ 
er etc □ I opened my bag and got a pen out. 
-2. to get sthg out [mark, dirt] to remove sthg 
by cleaning □ How do you get wine stains out? 
o vi -1. [news, truth] to become known pub¬ 
licly after being kept secret □ Word got out 
that he was leaving the company. -2. [passenger, 
driver] to leave or come out of a car, bus, 
plane etc □ We get out at the next stop. 

♦ get out of o vt fus -1. to get out of sthg 
[car, boat, train] to leave or come out of sthg □ 
I had to get out of the car and walk to the nearest 
gas station. -2. to get out of sthg [jail, cage] to 
escape or be released from sthg □ He gets out 
of prison next week. -3. to get out of sthg 
[work, commitment, agreement] to avoid doing 
sthg one has promised to do □ You're not get¬ 
ting out of doing the housework I □ "It's Jane's 
party tonight." — "Can't you get out of it?" o vt 
sep to get sthg out of sb to make sb tell or 
say sthg □ / couldn't get a word out of her. 

♦ get over o vf sep to get sthg over [message, 
idea, point] = get across, o vt fus -1. to get 
over sthg [an illness, shock, disappointment! to 
recover from sthg that was a bad experience 
□ It's taken me ages to get over that cold. □ He 
never got over the death of his son. -2. to get 
over a problem to find a way of dealing with 
a problem □ We got over the difficulty by rent¬ 
ing a second car. 

♦ get over with vt sep to get sthg over with 
[operation, meeting, examination] to do and fin¬ 
ish sthg which is unpleasant but must be 
done □ I'll be glad to get the interview over with. 

♦ get round vt fus & vi = get around. 
♦ get round to vf fus = get around to. 
♦ get through o vt fus -1. to get through 

sthg [job, task, book] to manage to finish sthg, 
usually sthg that takes a lot of effort □ I don't 
know how we’re going to get through all this 
work by tomorrow. -2. to get through sthg 
[exam, test] to pass sthg □ / got through my 
driving test on the second attempt. -3. to get 
through sthg [food, money, supplies] to use up 
a lot of sthg □ We'll never get through all this 
wineI -4. to get through a difficult period or 
situation to come to the end of a difficult 
period or situation without being harmed □ 
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Somehow he got through the funeral without 
breaking down. 

o VI -1. to get through to sb to succeed in 
making sb understand what one wants to 
tell them □ / just can't seem to get through to 
him. -2. to get through to sb to succeed in 
contacting sb by telephone □ It took me ages 
to get through to the operator. 

♦ get to vt fus to get to sb to make sb feel 
depressed or irritated (informal use) □ / know 
he's rude, but don't let it get to you. 

♦ get together o vt sep to get sthg together 
[team, project! to organize sthg by collecting 
all the parts needed to make it □ She's get¬ 
ting a panel of advisors together. □ Get your 
things together and be ready to leave at 6 o'clock, 
o vi to meet somebody for pleasure or to 
discuss something □ Let's get together for 
lunch one day. □ Can you get together with Dave 
to arrange the transport? 

♦ get up vi -1. [person] to stand up from a sit¬ 
ting or lying position □ She got up from her 
desk. -2. [person] to leave one's bed, usually 
after sleeping □ What time do you get up in the 
morning? □ / got up and took a shower. 

♦ get up to vt fus to get up to sthg to do sthg 
that people disapprove of (informal use) □ We 
got up to all sorts of things when I was at col¬ 
lege. 

getaway [’getawei] n an escape that some¬ 
body makes, especially after committing a 
crime □ They made their getaway in a stolen car. 

getaway car « a car used by criminals to 
make a getaway after a crime. 

get-together « a friendly social meeting or 
party □ We're having a small get-together to¬ 
night, if you'd like to come. 

Gettysburg Address [,getizb3:rg-] n the Get¬ 
tysburg Address a famous speech made by 
Abraham Lincoln in 1863, at the opening of 
a cemetery for victims of the American Civil 
War. 

W THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS 
The Gettysburg Address is one of the most 
famous speeches in American history. It was 
made by President Abraham Lincoln on No¬ 
vember 19, 1863, at Gettysburg, Pennsylva¬ 
nia, at a cemetery for soldiers who had died 
in a recent batde in the Civil War. In the 
speech Lincoln talked about democracy, 
freedom, and equality. Many Americans 
know parts of it by heart, especially the 
ending where he said that “government of 
the people, by the people, and for the peo¬ 
ple shall not perish from the earth”. 

getup ['getAp] n a strange or unusual set of 
clothes that somebody is wearing (informal 

use). 
get-up-and-go n energy and initiative (infor¬ 

mal use). 

get-well card n a card sent to wish some¬ 
body a quick recovery when they are ill. 

geyser [US 'gaizr, GB 'gi:za| n -1. a natural hot 
spring that from time to time throws up hot 
water and steam into the air. -2. GB a gas 

gibe 

heater used in kitchens and bathrooms for 
heating water. 

Ghana ['gcuna] a country in West Africa, on 
the Adanic coast, size: 240,000 sq kms. popu¬ 

lation: 16,400,000 (Gltan(a)ians). capital: 

Accra, language: English, currency: cedi. 

Ghan(a)ian [US 'gainian, GB gafnemn] tt & adj. 
see Ghana. 

ghastly [US 'gaestli, GB 'ga:st-] (compar ghastlier, 
superl ghastliest) adj -1. [weather, man, experi¬ 

ence] that one thinks is very unpleasant (in¬ 
formal use) a I've made a ghastly mistakei -2. 
[crime, murder, sight] that one finds very 
frightening. -3. to look/feel ghastly to look/ 
feel very ill. 

gherkin ['g3:rkin] n a small pickled cucumber, 

ghetto [ getou] (pi ghettos or ghettoes) « a 

poor part of a city where a group of people 
of the same race, religion etc lives □ a black 
ghetto. 

ghetto blaster [us -blaestr, gb -blaista] n a 
large portable radio cassette player (informal 
and humorous use). 

ghost [goost] n the spirit of a dead person 
that is supposed to haunt living people □ 
Do you believe in ghosts? ■ he doesn't have a 
ghost of a chance he has no chance at all. 

ghostly ['goostli] (compar ghostlier, superl 
ghostliest) adj [figure, sight, sound] that is, 
looks, or sounds like something connected 
with ghosts. 

ghost town n a town that has been aban¬ 
doned by everybody who used to live there 
□ The resort is like a ghost town in winter. 

ghostwriter ['goostrait3r] « a person who 
writes something for somebody else who 
then publishes it under their own name, 

ghoul [gu:l] « a person who gets pleasure 
from death, suffering, and other unpleasant 
things (disapproving use), 

ghoulish [gu:lif] adj a ghoulish interest/ 
pleasure an interest/pleasure that somebody 
takes in death, suffering, and other unpleas¬ 
ant things (disapproving use). 

GHQ (abhr of general headquarters) « the main 
base of a large military operation. 

Gl {abbr of government issue) n a US soldier, 
especially in World War II. 

giant ['d3aiont] o adj [size, organization, plant] 

unusually large □ We saw the movie on a giant 
screen, o n -1. a person of great size and 
strength, in myths and children’s stories. 
-2. an unusually tall person. -3. a person of 
great ability and importance □ a literary giant. 
-4. a very large business or organization □ an 
advertising giant. 

giant-size(d) [-saiz(d)] adj larger than usual □ a 
giant-size(d) package of detergent. 

gibber [’d3ibar] vi to talk very quickly without 
making sense □ a gibbering idiot. 

gibberish ['d3ib3rij] « words that do not 
make sense □ This is complete gibberish. 

gibbon ['gibanl « an ape with long arms and 
no tail that is found in southeast Asia, 

gibe [d3aib] on a remark intended to make 
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somebody or something look foolish □ He 
made one or two unpleasant gibes at my ex¬ 
pense. o vi to gibe at sb/sthg to say unpleas¬ 
ant things about sb/sthg in order to make 
them look foolish. 

giblets ['d3ibbts] npl the internal organs of a 
chicken or turkey that are removed before 
cooking and sometimes cooked separately. 

Gibraltar [d3i'bro:ltar] a British territory on the 
south coast of Spain consisting of a large 
rock that is used mainly as a military base. 
Spain also claims it owns Gibraltar, size: 5.9 
sq kms. population: 29,000 (Gibraltarians). 
language: English, Spanish, currency: pound 
sterling. 

giddy f'gidi] (compar giddier, superl giddiest) 
adj to feel giddy to have the unpleasant feel¬ 
ing that things are moving around one and 
that one is going to fall or be sick □ / had a 
giddy feeling. 

gift [gift] n -1. something that is given freely 
and willingly, usually without anything ex¬ 
pected in return □ The vase was a gift from my 
grandmother. -2. a natural ability or talent □ 
He has a gift for music/for making people relax. ■ 
the gift of the gab the ability to speak easily 
and convincingly. 

GIFT [gift] (abbr of gamete in fallopian transfer) 
n a type of artificial insemination in which 
egg cells are removed from a woman’s ova¬ 
ry, mixed with sperm, and placed in one of 
her fallopian tubes. 

gift certificate n US a token or voucher that 
is given as a present and can be taken to a 
particular store and exchanged for goods, 

gifted ['giftsd] adj -1. [actor, writer, politician] 

who has great natural ability in a particular 
area or field □ one of the country's most gifted 
politicians. -2. a gifted child a child who is un¬ 
usually intelligent. 

gift token, gift voucher n GB = gift certificate, 

gift wrap n patterned paper used for wrap¬ 
ping up presents. 

gift-wrapped [-raept] adj [present, book] that 
has been specially wrapped in a decorative 
way □ Would you like it gift-wrapped? 

gig [gig] « a performance by a pop or jazz 
musician or group (informal use), 

gigabyte ['gigsbait] n one thousand million 
bytes. 

gigantic [d3ai'gaentik] adj that seems extreme¬ 
ly big □ The ship was hit by a gigantic waves. 

giggle ['gigl] o n a quiet laugh that is nerv¬ 
ous, childish, or silly □ He gave a nervous gig¬ 
gle. o vi to laugh quiedy in a nervous, child¬ 
ish, or silly way □ She couldn't stop giggling. 

giggly t'gigli] (compar gigglier, superl giggliest) 
adj [person, schoolchild] who giggles a lot. 

GIGO ['gaigou] (abbr of garbage in, garbage 
out) n a term meaning that the information 
produced by a computer system is only as 
good as the information put into it. 

gigolo ['d3ig3lou] (pi gigolos) n a man who is 
paid to be the lover or companion of a 
usually rich older woman (disapproving use). 

Gl Joe [-'d30o] a name for a US soldier (infor¬ 
mal use). 

Gilbert ['gilbadt], Sir W. S. (1836-1911) a 
British writer who worked with the com¬ 
poser Sir Arthur Sullivan on many famous 
operettas, including The Pirates of Penzance 
and The Mikado. 

gilded fgildad] adj = gilt, 
gill [d3il] n a unit (0.142 liters) used for meas¬ 

uring liquids. 

gills [gilz] ft pi the organs through which a fish 
breathes. 

gilt [gilt] o adj: a gilt frame/clock/statue etc a 
frame/clock/statue etc that is covered in a 
thin layer of gold or gold paint, o « a thin 
layer of gold or gold paint. 

♦ gilts npl gilt-edged stocks, shares, and secu¬ 
rities. 

gilt-edged [ ed3d] adj gilt-edged stocks/shares/ 
securities stocks/shares/securities that are sold 
by a government and give a low rate of in¬ 
terest but are considered to be a safe invest¬ 
ment. 

gimme ['gimi] = give me (informal use), 

gimmick ['gimik] n something that is used to 
attract attention or publicity, especially in 
order to sell something (disapproving use) □ 
It's just a sales gimmick. 

gin [d3in] n a colorless alcoholic drink made 
from grain and flavored with juniper berries 
□ I'll have a gin and tonic, please. 

ginger ['d3ind33r] o n -1. a plant root used as 
a hot spicy flavoring in foods. -2. powdered 
ginger, o adj GB [hair, cat] that is close to or¬ 
ange in color. 

ginger ale n a non-alcoholic soft drink fla¬ 
vored with ginger and often mixed with 
spirits. 

ginger beer n a slightly alcoholic soft drink 
flavored with ginger. 

gingerbread ['d3ind33rbred] n a cake flavored 
with ginger. 

ginger group n GB a group of people inside a 
political party, labor union etc, who urge a 
more active or radical policy, 

ginger-haired [-'heaM] adj [person] who has 
ginger hair. 

gingerly ['d3ind33rli] adv [walk, touch, hold] very 
cautiously, especially because one is afraid 
of hurting oneself or damaging something, 

gingham ['girpm] n cotton cloth with a check 
pattern on it, used for tablecloths, dresses, 
curtains etc □ a gingham dress/tablecloth. 

gingivitis [,d3ind3i'vait3s] n inflammation of 
the gums. 

ginseng [Rinser)] n the root of a Chinese 
plant, used as medicine in some parts of the 
world. 

Giotto ['d3Dtou] (1267-1337) an Italian artist 
and architect who painted many religious 
frescoes. He introduced a more realistic style 
of painting. 

gipsy [’d3ipsi] (pi gipsies) n & adj GB = gypsy, 

giraffe [US d3i'raef, GB -'ra:f] (pi giraffe or gi¬ 
raffes) n an African animal with a very long 
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neck and dark patches on yellow or orange 
skin. 

gird [g3ird] (pt & pp girded or girt) vt —» loin. 

girder ['g3:rd3r] n a long metal bar used in 
buildings, bridges etc to give them extra 
strength □ a metal/iron girder. 

girdle ['g3:rdl] n a piece of women’s under¬ 
wear that makes the stomach and hips look 
slimmer. 

girl [g3:rl] n -1. a female child □ / can remember 
when I was a little girl. □ a twelve-year-old/baby 
girl. -2. a young woman, usually who is not 
married or who does a particular job □ a 
teenage girl □ the checkout girl □ Look where 
you're going, girl! □ He's going out with a French 
girl. -3. a daughter o I've got a little girl called 
Sarah. -4. the girls the women that a person 
works with or sees often (informal use) □ I'm 
having an evening out with the girls. 

girl Friday « a young woman who does gen¬ 
eral office work. 

girlfriend ['g3:1frend] n -1. a girl or woman 
that a person is having a romantic or sexual 
relationship with □ Have you met his new girl¬ 
friend? -2. a female friend, usually of a wom¬ 
an. 

girl guide n in Britain, a member of an or¬ 
ganization, the Girl Guide Association, that 
teaches young girls useful skills and to be 
good citizens. 

girlie magazine f'g3:rli-] « a magazine for 
men that has erotic pictures of naked or 
partly naked women (informal use). 

girlish ['g3:rlij] adj [laughter, dress] that is typi¬ 
cal of a young girl. 

girl scout n in the USA, a member of an or¬ 
ganization, the Girl Scouts, that teaches 
young girls useful skills and to be good citi¬ 
zens. 

giro ['d3airou] (pi giros) « GB -1. a banking sys¬ 
tem that transfers money between accounts 
without the need for a check □ I'll pay by 
bank giro. □ a giro account/check. -2. = giro- 
cheque. 

girocheque ['d3airoutfek] n GB a check that is 
given to people who get money from the 
state, e.g. to the unemployed or disabled. 

girt [g3:rt] past tense & past participle of gird. 

girth [g3:r0] « -1. the size of somebody’s 
stomach, when this is large □ his ample girth. 
-2. the strap attached to a saddle that goes 
around a horse’s stomach. 

gist [d3ist] « the gist of sthg [of a conversation, 

speech, article] the main points or basic idea 
of sthg that does not include the details □ / 
was just able to get or catch the gist of what he 
was saying. 

give [giv] (pt gave, pp given) o vt -1. to give sb 
sthg, to give sthg to sb to hand or send sthg 
to sb as a present □ He gave me a watch for 
my birthday. □ "Did you buy that skirt? No, 
it was given to me. " -2. to give sb sthg, to give 
sthg to sb to hand or pass sthg to sb for 
them to look at or use □ Give me that book. □ 
She gave her ticket to the inspector. -3. to give a 
sum of money for sthg to pay a sum of mon¬ 

ey for sthg □ I'll give you $50 for it. -4. to give 
sb sthg [treat, pay increase, support] to let sb 
have sthg that they want or need □ Can you 
give me the name of your dentist? □ We were 
given a room on the third floor. -5. to give sb 
sthg, to give sthg to sb [message, information, 

greetings] to tell sb sthg; to let sb know or 
hear sthg □ You didn't give him your telephone 
number, did you? □ Let me give you some advice. 
-6. to give sb time/power etc to cause sb to 
have time/power etc □ She was given half an 
hour to collect her things and leave the building. □ 
What gives you the right to talk to me like that? □ 
She'd love to do it, given the opportunity/chance. 
-7. to give sb a feeling/problem etc to cause 
sb to have a feeling/problem etc □ / hope the 
children don't give you any trouble. □ The walk 
has given me an appetite. □ The news gave me a 
shock. □ Donald gives the impression of not car¬ 
ing. -8. to give a smile/wave etc to smile/ 
wave etc once (used to show that some¬ 
body performs an action) □ She gave a shrug. 
■ to give sb/sthg sthg to do sthg to sb/sthg □ 
He gave me a grin. □ I gave the car a good clean. 
-9. to give a speech/lecture etc to speak/ 
lecture etc in public □ Mr Kowalski gave a 
press conference after the meeting. □ The band 
will be giving a couple of concerts in London. 
-10. I was/we were given to believe that... 1/ 
we thought that something was true be¬ 
cause somebody said so (formal use), 

o vi [branch, rope, bridge] to bend, stretch, or 
break because of pressure or strain □ The 
platform finally gave under their weight, 

o n the ability of something to bend or 
stretch under pressure □ These shoes don't 
seem to have much give. 

♦ give or take prep it's 60 miles, give or take 
a mile it is 60 miles, or perhaps a mile more 
or less. 

♦ give away vt sep -1. to give sthg away 
[books, old clothes] to give sthg to somebody 
as a present because one does not want or 
need it any more □ She gave away all her furni¬ 
ture when she went abroad. -2. to give sthg 
away [information, secret, truth] to let people 
know sthg that should be kept secret, 
usually by mistake o It was your accent that 
gave you away. 

♦ give back vt sep to give sthg back [present, 
book, pen] to return sthg to its owner or to 
the person who had it before □ / gave him 
back the $20 that he had lent me. 

♦ give in o vi -1. [person] to admit that one 
has been beaten □ We will continue to fight and 
never give in. -2. to give in to sthg to agree to 
do sthg unwillingly □ / was determined not to 
give in to their demands, o vt sep to give sthg 
in [report, paper] to hand sthg to the proper 
person or place □ All room keys must be given 
in to the receptionist on departure. 

♦ give off vt fus to give off sthg [heat, fumes, 
smell] to produce sthg and send it into the 
air, often because of a chemical reaction □ 
When foam rubber catches fire, it gives off toxic 

fumes. 
♦ give out o vt sep to give sthg out [presents, 

leaflets] to hand sthg to everyone in a group 
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□ Someone was giving out free samples of 
make-up to shoppers in the store, o vi [strength, 

car] to stop working, usually due to tired¬ 
ness or a mechanical fault □ My legs gave out 
after ten miles. 

♦ give over vt sep to be given over to sthg to 
be used only for sthg □ The building is given 
over to sports on Monday nights. 

♦ give up o vf sep -1. to give sthg up [alcohol, 

chocolate] to stop doing, using, eating etc 
sthg □ My doctor has told me to give up smok¬ 
ing. □ / gave up my seat to an old lady. ■ to give 
up hope to stop hoping. ■ to give up one's 
job to leave one’s job. -2. to give oneself up 
to go to the police and allow them to arrest 
one □ The terrorists gave themselves up to the 
police, o vi to admit that one cannot do 
something and stop doing it □ She was forced 
to give up after twelve miles because of blisters. 

♦ give up on vf fus to give up on sb/sthg to 
stop believing that one can understand sb/ 
sthg □ Don't give up on me now! ■ to give up 
on sthg to stop believing that one can do 
sthg. 

give-and-take n a willingness by two people 
or groups of people to let each other decide 
what to do □ There has to be a certain amount 
of give-and-take in any relationship/negotiation. 

giveaway ['givawei] o n something that 
somebody does, without intending to, that 
makes one realize the truth □ That blush was 
a real giveaway, o adj giveaway prices very 
cheap prices. 

given 1'givn] o past participle of give, o adj 
-1. a given date/moment etc a date/moment 
etc that is fixed and decided in advance □ At 
a given signal everyone will stop what they are 
doing. -2. at any given time at any time one 
chooses □ We should be able to know where 
they are at any given time. -3. to be given to 
sthg [to exaggerating, lying! to do sthg often, 
especially sthg bad □ I'm not given to telling 
lies, o prep taking <sthg> into account □ Giv¬ 
en his background, it's no surprise. □ / was lucky 
to get a prize, given the number of people who 
entered. 

given name n a person’s first name, chosen 
by their parents when they are bom. 

glace cherry [US glae'sei-, GB 'glaesei-] n a cher¬ 
ry that has been kept in sugar and is used in 
cakes and cocktails. 

glacial [’gleisjal] adj -1. a glacial look/stare etc 
a look/stare etc that is cold and unfriendly. 
-2. [landscape, deposit, period] that is connect¬ 
ed to or made by glaciers. 

glacier [US 'gleifr, GB 'glaesja] n a large mass of 
ice that moves slowly over land. 

glad [glaed] (compar gladder, superl gladdest) 
adj -1. to be glad to be happy and pleased □ 
I'm glad to hear he's better. □ I'm glad (that) you 
phoned. □ I'm glad about your new job! -2. to be 
glad to do sthg to be very willing to do sthg 
for somebody □ Nonsense, I was glad to be of 
help. □ "Could you give me a hand?" — "I'll be 
glad to." -3. to be glad of sthg to be grateful 
for sthg □ To be honest, I was glad of the 

company/chance/help. □ I'd be very glad if you 
would let me know. 

gladden ['glasdn] vf to gladden sb's heart to 

make sb very happy (literary use). 

glade [gleid] n a small area in a forest that has 
grass and no trees (literary use). 

gladiator ['glsedieit3r] n in ancient Rome, a 
man, often a slave, trained to entertain a 
crowd by fighting other men or animals. 

gladioli fglaedi'oulai] npl a garden plant that 
has a long thick stem with bright flowers on 
each side. 

gladly f'glaedli] odv [help, listen, kill] willingly, 
and even at some cost to oneself □ They'd 
gladly die rather than suffer the humiliation. □ I’d 
gladly help, but I’m going out that night. 

Gladstone [US 'glaedstoun, GB -stan], W. E. 
(1809-1898) British Prime Minister from 
1864 to 1874, 1880 to 1885, in 1886, and 
from 1892 to 1894. 

glamor US, glamour GB ['glasmal n [of a per¬ 

son, place, job] the quality of being more at¬ 
tractive, exciting, or interesting than some¬ 
body or something ordinary □ the glamor of 
the fashion world. 

glamorize, -ise ['glasmaraiz] vf [truth, job, place] 

to make <sthg> appear glamorous when it 
is not □ / think you're glamorizing what I do — 
most of the time the work's really boring. 

glamorous ['glaemaras] adj [person, place, job] 

that has glamor □ Traveling around the world on 
business is not as glamorous as it sounds. 

glamour n GB = glamor. 

glance [US glaens, GB glams] o n a quick look □ 
He had or took a glance at his watch. □ She cast 
or threw a glance in my direction, m at a glance 
without having to look or think carefully □ 
You can tell at a glance it's a fake. ■ at first 
glance before one looks or thinks more care¬ 
fully about it □ At first glance I thought it was a 
dog. o vi to look quickly □ He glanced over his 
shoulder/around the room/in the mirror. □ He 
glanced at her/his watch. □ I haven't read it, I've 
only glanced at or through it. 

♦ glance off vf fus to glance off sb/sthg [head, 

shoulder, wall] to hit sb/sthg at an angle and 
bounce off again □ The stone glanced off the 
window. 

glancing [US 'gkensig, GB 'glams-] adj a glancing 
blow a blow that hits somebody or some¬ 
thing at an angle. 

gland [glaend] n an organ in humans, animals, 
and plants that produces and releases chem¬ 
ical substances that are needed, or that have 
to be got rid of □ the thyroid gland □ sweat 
glands. 

glandular fever [,glaend33br-] n GB an infec¬ 
tious disease that gives people fever, a sore 
throat, and swollen glands and makes them 
feel weak. 

glare [glear] o n -1. [of a person] an angry look 
□ a fierce/an angry glare. -2. [of the sun, a light, 

headlight] a very bright light that is difficult 
to look at □ She shaded her eyes from the 
glare. -3. in the glare of sthg [of publicity, the 

media] in public so that the media show 
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everybody what is happening □ The trial will 
be held in the full glare of television cameras, 
o vi -1. [person] to look in an angry way at 
somebody or something □ He glared at me. 
-2. [sun, light, headlight] to shine very brighdy 
so that it is difficult to look at □ The sun 
glared down from a cloudless sky. 

glaring ['gleang] adj -1. [mistake, injustice, 
abuse] that is obvious and very bad □ His 
speech contained a number of glaring errors. -2. 
[sun, light, headlight] that glares. 

Glasgow [US 'glaesgoo, GB 'glaiz-] the largest 
city in Scotland, in the southwest of the 
country, population: 684,000. 

glasnost [US 'glcusnoust, GB 'glaeznDst] n a poli¬ 
cy that began in the former USSR of making 
government less secret and giving the peo¬ 
ple more power over it. 

glass [US glaes, GB gla:s] « -1. a hard transpar¬ 
ent substance that is used to make win¬ 
dows, botdes etc and that breaks easily □ a 
piece of broken glass □ a glass bottle/door/bowl. 
-2. a small glass container, usually without a 
handle, used for drinks; the amount of drink 
that is contained in this □ a beer glass □ / had 
ok drank a few glasses last night. □ Can I have a 
glass of water, please? -3. objects made of 
glass □ All the glass and china is kept in the 
kitchen. 

♦ glasses npl a device consisting of two glass 
lenses in a frame that is worn in front of 
one’s eyes to help one see better □ a pair of 
glasses □ reading glasses. 

glassblowing [US 'glaesblouirj, GB 'gla:s-] n the 
art of blowing air through a tube into liquid 
glass to make vases and other shapes, 

glass fibre « GB a material made from tiny 
glass threads, used to make plastic stronger 
or to keep heat in. 

glasshouse [US 'glaeshaus, GB 'glais-, pi -hauziz] 
n GB a building with glass walls used for 
growing plants in. 

glassware [US 'glaeswear, GB ’glcuswea] n ob¬ 
jects made of glass, especially drinking 
glasses and things used in a house, 

glassy [US 'glaesi, GB 'glaisi] (compar glassier, 

superl glassiest) adj -1. glassy eyes, a glassy 

stare eyes that show no emotion or under¬ 
standing □ a glassy-eyed stare. -2. [sea, surface] 
that looks smooth, shiny, and hard, like 
glass. 

Glastonbury [US 'glaestanberi, GB -ban] a town 
in southwestern England where, according 
to legend, King Arthur was buried. 

Glaswegian [US gtes'wi:d3j3n, GB gla:z-] O n 
-1. a person who comes from or lives in 
Glasgow. -2. a dialect of English spoken in 
Glasgow, o adj: see Glasgow, 

glaucoma [gbi'kouma] n an eye disease that 
causes gradual blindness, 

glaze [gleiz] o « -1. a smooth shiny layer on 
the surface of a piece of pottery. -2. cooking 
a thin layer of beaten egg, milk etc, that is 
brushed onto food, e.g. bread, pastry, and 
meat, before it is cooked to make it look 
shiny and attractive, o vt -1. [vase, tile, pot¬ 

tery] to cover <a piece of pottery> with a 
smooth shiny layer. -2. cooking [pie, pastry] 
to cover <food> with a layer of beaten egg, 
milk etc, especially before baking it. 

♦ glaze over vi [eyes, expression] to start 
showing signs of boredom, 

glazed [gleizd] adj -1. a glazed look or expres¬ 
sion a look that shows no signs of feeling or 
understanding, because one is bored, drunk, 
ill etc. -2. [pottery, pastry] that has a glaze on 
it. -3. [window, door, picture] that has been fit¬ 
ted with glass. 

glazier ['gleizjsfi n a person whose job is to 
cut and fit glass for windows, doors etc. 

gleam [gli:m] o « -1. [of metal, the sun, a candle] 

a soft light, sometimes reflected off some¬ 
thing else □ a gleam of light. -2. [of triumph, 

pride, anger] a particular feeling that can be 
seen in somebody’s eyes or face and that 
comes and goes very quickly □ The mention 
of money brought a gleam to his eye. o vi 
-1. [metal, glass] to reflect light because it is 
shiny and clean □ He polished the windows un¬ 
til they gleamed. -2. [sun, star, candle] to shine 
faintly. -3. [eyes] to shine and show a par¬ 
ticular feeling □ Her eyes gleamed with malice. 

gleaming ['gliimir)] o adj [light, metal, face] that 
gleams □ rows of gleaming copper pans, o adv: 
a gleaming new car □ a gleaming white bathroom. 

glean [gli:n] vt [fact, information] to find out 
<sthg> gradually or indirectly □ Did you man¬ 
age to glean anything from their conversation? 

glee [gli:] n a feeling of great happiness and 
excitement, often at somebody else’s bad 
luck or at one’s own good luck □ He rubbed 
his hands with glee at the thought. 

gleeful ['gli:fl] adj [expression, person, smile] 

that shows glee. 

glen [glen] n a deep narrow valley in Scot¬ 
land. 

Glenn [glen], John (1921- ) a US astronaut 
who was the first American to go around 
the Earth in a spaceship, 

glib [glib] (compar glibber, super I glibbest) adj 

[remark, answer] that is difficult to believe be¬ 
cause it is said quickly and easily, without 
much thought; [person] who speaks in a glib 
way. 

glide [glaid] vi -1. [dancer, person, boat] to move 
smoothly, easily, and quietly over a surface 
□ The skater glided across or over the ice. -2. 
[bird] to fly without flapping its wings; [plane] 
to fly without power from an engine □ The 
eagle glided across the sky/through the air. 

glider [’glaidar] n a very light aircraft with no 
engine that uses air currents to fly. 

gliding ['glaidig] n the sport of flying gliders, 

glimmer [’glimafi o n -1. [of light, dawn] a faint 
light that is often unsteady □ The first glim¬ 
mers of light were beginning to appear on the ho¬ 
rizon. -2. a glimmer of hope/interest/emotion 
etc a faint sign of hope/interest/emotion etc. 
o vi [light] to shine faintly and often un¬ 
steadily □ A light glimmered in the distance. 

glimpse [glimps] o n -1. a quick look at 
somebody or something that is not long 
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enough for one to see or remember all the 
details □ / only caught a glimpse of the driver. 
-2. [of the truth, future, somebody's character] a 
brief experience of something that helps one 
to understand it better □ glimpses of what life 
was like in the 1940s. o vt -1. [person, object, 

building] to see <sb/sthg> for only a moment 
so that one cannot remember all the details 
□ / glimpsed a figure in the doorway. -2. [truth, 

character, future] to experience <sthg> for a 
short time and begin to understand it □ / re¬ 
ally only glimpsed the truth behind all of this. 

glint [glint] o n -1. [of light, metal] a brief flash, 
usually from a shiny surface □ the cold glint of 
steel. -2. [of humor, mischief] a sign in some¬ 
body's eyes that shows a particular feeling, 
especially an unpleasant one □ There was an 
evil glint in his eyes, o vi -1. [water, metal] to 
reflect or produce brief flashes of light □ The 
knife glinted in the sun. -2. [eyes] to show a 
particular, usually unpleasant, feeling □ Her 
eyes glinted with spite. 

glisten [’glisn] vi [body, gold, sweat] to shine all 
over because it is wet, oily, or polished and 
reflects light, especially in an attractive way 
□ The wet grass glistened in the sunlight. □ His 
eyes glistened with tears. 

glitch [glitJ] n a small problem that stops 

something from working (informal use). 

glitter ['glita1) o « -l. [of stars, jewelry] light 
that glitters □ the bright glitter of diamonds. -2. 
[for decoration] very small squares of shiny 
paper, used as cheap decoration □ She had 
stuck glitter on the card in the shape of a Christ¬ 
mas tree, o vi -1. [star, jewelery, lights] to 
shine attractively with many small bright 
points of reflected light □ The sky glittered 
with stars. □ The sunlight glittered on the surface 
of the lake. -2. [eyes] to shine with a particu¬ 
lar feeling □ Her eyes glittered with greed. 

glittering ['glitarirj] adj -1. [stars, jewels, eyes] 

that glitter. -2. [occasion, cast] that is impres¬ 
sive and exciting because many famous and 
beautiful people are there □ The festival hosts 
a glittering line-up of stars. -3. [career, success] 

that is very successful and impressive. 

glitzy [’glitsi] (compar glitzier, superl glitziest) 

adj [occasion, dress, woman] that looks attrac¬ 
tive and fashionable in a showy and obvious 
way. 

gloat [glout] vi to show somebody that one is 
pleased that one has been more lucky or 
successful than them, in order to make 
them feel worse □ / didn't come here to gloat 
over your bad luck. 

global ['gloubl] adj -1. [market, importance, war¬ 

fare] that reaches or involves people and 
places all over the world □ global security and 
the new world order. -2. [view, picture] that in¬ 
cludes all aspects of a situation □ We've tried 
to take a global view of the situation. 

globally ['gloubali] adv. see global □ Sales have 
exceeded three million globally. □ Think globally, 
act locally. 

global warming [-'wo:rmir)] n the general in¬ 
crease in the world’s temperature, thought 

to be caused by damage to the Earth’s at¬ 
mosphere. 

globe [gloub] n -1. the globe the world □ peo¬ 
ple all over the globe. -2. a small model of the 
world, usually on a stand, used as a map. -3. 
an object that is round like a ball, 

globetrotter ['gloubtrnt3r] n a person who 
travels a lot to different countries, 

globule ['globjud] « [of oil, wax] a tiny drop of 
thick liquid. 

gloom [glu:m] n -1. [of a house, forest, room] 

darkness □ / could hardly see anything in the 
gloom. -2. [of a person, atmosphere] a feeling 
of unhappiness and hopelessness □ There's a 
feeling of gloom in the stock market tonight. 

gloomy ['gluimi] (compar gloomier, superl 
gloomiest) adj -1. [house, forest, room] that 
does not have or get much light and makes 
people feel sad □ She lives in a gloomy little 
apartment. -2. [weather, sky, day] that is very 
cloudy and dull □ a gloomy winter's day. 
-3. [person, atmosphere] that is unhappy and 
shows no signs of hope □ The movie paints a 
very gloomy picture of life in downtown LA. o / 
think he's feeling gloomy about his chances of 
success. -4. [outlook, forecast, future] that of¬ 
fers little hope for the future □ She faced the 
gloomy prospect of losing her home. 

glorified ['gbirsfaid] adj that is no more excit¬ 
ing than something else, although it is de¬ 
scribed as something different and better □ 
The “plush hotel" was just a glorified motel. 

glorify [’gbirsfai] (pt & pp glorified) vt -1. [war, 

virtue] to praise <sthg> and make it seem 
more important than it really is □ Violence 
should not be glorified, but deplored. -2. to glori¬ 
fy God to praise God greatly, 

glorious ['gbirias] adj -1. [sight, countryside] 

beautiful, especially to look at □ We saw 
some glorious sunsets. -2. [feeling, vacation, mo¬ 

ment] very enjoyable and wonderful □ We 
had a glorious time. -3. glorious weather/ 
sunshine weather/sunshine that is hot and 
sunny □ It was a glorious summer's day. -4. 
[victory, death, king] that has, brings, or de¬ 
serves great glory □ He died a glorious death in 
battle. 

glory ['gbiri] (pi glories) n -1. fame and honor 
that one earns by doing something impres¬ 
sive □ Those brave men died for the greater glory 
of France. □ She believes in working as a team, 
not for personal glory. -2. the natural beauty of 
somebody or something □ Come back in sum¬ 
mer and see the garden in all its glory. -3. the 
glory of sb/sthg the most beautiful or im¬ 
pressive feature of sb/sthg □ The glory of the 
idea lies in its very simplicity. □ The real glory of 
the collection is the piece by Rodin. □ the glories 
of Renaissance art. 

♦ glory in vt fus to glory in sthg [success, free¬ 
dom, violence] to enjoy sthg very much, espe¬ 
cially a new feeling or situation, or an activ¬ 
ity that harms other people □ They seem to 
glory in their reputation for crass commercialism. 

Glos abbr of Gloucestershire, 

gloss [glos] n -1. the shiny appearance of 
something smooth and flat, new, or in good 
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condition that can show things as reflections 
□ The woodwork had an attractive gloss finish. 
-2. = gloss paint. 

♦ gloss over vt fus to gloss over sthg [fact, 

problem] to talk about sthg unpleasant quick¬ 
ly and not in detail □ He glossed over the pos¬ 
sible closure of the school. 

glossary ['gtosori] {pi glossaries) n an alpha¬ 
betical list of words used in a particular field 
of knowledge, together with an explanation 
of their meanings. 

gloss paint n paint that produces a very 
smooth and shiny surface. 

glossy 1'glDsi] {compar glossier, superl glossiest) 
o adj -1. [surface] that looks smooth and 
shiny; [hair] that is shiny because it is in 
good condition □ a healthy cat with a nice 
glossy coat. -2. [photo, cover, page] that is 
printed on shiny paper. -3. [display, packaging] 

that is attractive but often has no real use □ 
It's all very glossy, but what would you use it for? 
o n = glossy magazine. 

glossy magazine n a magazine full of glossy 
pages and color photos of fashion, famous 
people, expensive homes etc. 

Gloucestershire ['glnst3rJar] a county in 
southwestern England, size: 2,643 sq kms. 
POPULATION: 522,200. ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER: 
Gloucester. 

glove [gUv] n a piece of clothing that fits 
one’s hand and is worn for warmth or pro¬ 
tection □ a pair of gloves. 

glove compartment « a small compartment 
in a car underneath the windshield, used to 
keep small articles in. 

glove puppet « GB a puppet that fits on the 
hand and is moved by it. 

glow [glou] o n -1. [of the sun, a fire] a soft 
light □ a soft/gentle glow. -2. [of somebody's 

face] a pink color on a person’s face that 
shows they are healthy or have just finished 
exercising □ a healthy glow. -3. [of pride, satis¬ 

faction] the feeling one has when one is 
pleased about something □ Inside, Sue felt a 
warm glow of satisfaction. 
o vi -1. [light, star, sun] to shine with a soft 
steady light; [fire, cigarette] to shine with 
light but without flames □ a plastic toy that 
glows in the dark □ His eyes glowed with pleas¬ 
ure/anger. -2. [walls, place] to shine in light 
that comes from somewhere else □ The 
whole valley glowed in the sunset. -3. [leaves, 

color] to be very bright, especially with red 
and orange colors □ Her paintings glow with 
color. □ The forest glowed red and gold. -4. [face, 

cheeks, person] to have a healthy glow, 
usually because of excitement or pride □ He 
was positively glowing with health! 

glower ['glaoar] vi to look at somebody or 
something in an angry way. 

glowing ['glouig] adj a glowing report/tribute 
etc a report/tribute etc that praises some¬ 
body or something very much □ He's always 
spoken of you in glowing terms. 

glow-worm « GB a flying insect that can be 

gnash 

seen in the dark because it produces a small 
amount of light. 

glucose l'glu:kous] n a form of sugar found in 
fruit and used by the body for energy. FOR¬ 
MULA: c6h12o6. 

glue [glu:] {cont glueing or gluing) o n any 
thick liquid that is used to stick thing to¬ 
gether □ The whole thing was stuck together 
with glue, o vt to attach <sthg> to something 
else using glue □ Glue the broken pieces togeth¬ 
er. □ The photo was glued to the page. ■ to be 
glued to sthg (to the TV, radio] to be so inter¬ 
ested in sthg that one never stops listening 
to or watching it □ He just sits there all day 
glued to his computer screen, m to be glued to 
the spot to be unable to move because of a 
strong emotion □ He stood glued to the spot, 
not daring to move. 

glue-sniffing [-snifiol n the use of glue and 
similar substances as drugs, by breathing in 
their fumes. 

glum [gUm] {compar glummer, superl glum¬ 
mest) adj [expression, face] that shows that 
one is unhappy and not hopeful □ Why are 
you looking so glum? 

glut [glAt] n [of produce, oil, houses] a situation 
in which there is too much of something 
available, so it becomes difficult to sell □ 
There's a glut in the property market. 

gluten ['glu:tn] n a protein found in wheat 
flour. 

glutinous ['gluitnas] adj [rice, stew, mud] that is 
thick, sticky, and can become solid. 

glutton I'gUtn] « a person who eats more 
than they need. ■ to be a glutton for punish¬ 
ment to choose to keep suffering although 
one could avoid it (humorous use). 

gluttony ['gUtni] n the habit of eating more 
than one needs. 

glycerin ['glisarin], glycerine ['glisarim] n a 
thick colorless or yellow liquid that tastes 
sweet and is used to make medicine, anti¬ 
freeze, and explosives. 

Glyndebourne ['glaindbo:rn] n an opera house 
in the country in southeastern England, 
where a famous opera festival takes place 
every year; the festival itself. 

gm abbr of gram. 

GMAT {abbr of Graduate Management Admis¬ 
sions Test) n in the USA, a test taken by stu¬ 
dents who have finished their degree and 
want to study business at graduate school. 

GMB {abbr of General, Municipal, and Boiler¬ 
makers) n a large British labor union for ad¬ 
ministrative, clerical, and industrial workers. 

GMT {abbr of Greenwich Mean Time) « the 
time in Greenwich, London. Local times 
around the world are described by compar¬ 
ing them with GMT. 

gnarled [na:rld] adj [tree, hand, face] that has 
hard lumps or is twisted out of shape be¬ 
cause it is old, 

gnash [naej] vt to gnash one's teeth to close 
and move one's teeth together noisily; to be 
very angry or frustrated about something. 
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gnat [naet] n a very small fly that bites people 
and animals. 

gnaw [no:] o vt -1. [bone, fingernail] to bite 
<sthg> continuously □ Mice have gnawed 
through the electric cables. -2. to gnaw a hole 
in sthg to make a hole in sthg by gnawing 
it. o vi to gnaw (away) at sb [fear, doubt, prob¬ 
lem] to make sb feel worried all the time □ / 
could feel a vague anxiety gnawing away at the 
back of my mind. 

gnome [noum] n in stories for children, a 
very small old man with white hair, a white 
beard, and a pointed hat; a small brightly 
painted statue of this type of man that is 
used as a decoration in gardens □ a garden 
gnome. 

GIMP n abbr of gross national product. 

gnu [nu:] (pi gnu or gnus) n an antelope with 
curved horns and a beard that comes from 
South Africa. 

go [gou] {pt went, pp gone, pi goes) o vi 
-1. [person, bus] to move or travel toward a 
particular place, usually away from the 
speaker □ Let's go home, it's late. □ Where are 
you going? □ We went on foot/by bus. -2. [per¬ 
son] to move from one place to another in 
order to do some activity □ I'm going for a 
walk. □ Are you going to the party on Saturday? 
• to go (and) do sthg to go somewhere in or¬ 
der to do sthg □ Go and see if she's ready. ■ to 
go swimming/dancing to go somewhere in 
order to swim/dance for pleasure or to relax 
□ Last summer we went walking in the Pyrenees. 
-3. [person, bus] to leave a place □ / must be 
going. □ What time does the bus go? ■ he's 
gone he has left and is no longer here. ■ 
let's go! let’s start now! -4. [path, line] to lead 
toward a particular place or follow a par¬ 
ticular direction □ Where does this road go? 
□ The tunnel goes under the river. -5. to go 
to school/college/church to attend school/ 
college/church regularly □ What time do you 
go to work? -6. [period of time] to pass □ Time 
goes slowly In prison. □ The years went very fast. 
-7. to go well/badly [event] to be successful/ 
unsuccessful □ How did the interview go today? 
□ Things are going much better now. -8. [car, 
clock, watch] to work as it is supposed 
to; [washing machine, tape recorder] to be 
switched on and operating □ The car won't 
go. -9. [bell, siren] to sound suddenly and 
loudly □ At that point, the alarm went. -10. to 
go on or into sthg [money, time] to be spent 
on or used for sthg □ Most of our income goes 
on rent. -11. to go to sb [prize, job] to be won 
by or given to sb □ The contract went to anoth¬ 
er agency. □ All profits will go to charity. -12. 
[employee] to be made to leave a job □ He'll 
have to go! ■ 'everything must go' everything 
must be sold (used in a store where there is 
a sale). -13. [light bulb, fuse] to stop working 
because it has become weak or worn-out □ 
The battery's going in my camera. □ My voice has 
gone. ■ his sight/hearing is going he is be¬ 
coming blind/deaf. -14. to go (together) to 
be suitable to be put, used etc together □ 
Wine and chocolate don't really go (together). □ 
This blouse goes well with that skirt. -15. [box, 

clothes] to be small enough to fit in a par¬ 
ticular place □ The turkey's too big to go in the 
freezer. -16. [book, piece of machinery] to have 
somewhere as its proper or usual place □ 
The plates go in this cupboard. □ Where does this 
piece go? -17. used when repeating a song, 
poem etc □ How does that tune go? □ His ver¬ 
sion of what happened goes like this. -18. math 

10 goes into 50 five times 50 can be divided 
by 10 five times. -19. (+ complement) to go 
naked/hungry to be or remain naked/hungry 
□ Our cries for help went unnoticed. ■ to go 
mad/blind to become mad/blind □ He went 
pale with fear. □ The company went bankrupt. 
-20. don't go doing sthg don’t do sthg (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Don't go blaming yourself/catching 
cold! 
o vt ducks go "quack" ducks make the 
sound “quack”. 
o modal vb I'm going to leave I intend to 
leave □ We're going to eat out this evening. □ 
We're going to go to the States in June. ■ it's 

going to rain it will rain soon □ She's going to 
have a baby. □ You're going to regret this I 

o n -1. it's my/your go [in a game] it’s my/ 
your turn or time to do something, e.g. play 
a card □ Whose go is it? -2. to have a go to 
make an attempt (informal use) □ / decided I'd 
have a go at sailing. □ At least have a go! 
-3. phrases to make a go of sthg to do what 
is needed to make sthg successful (informal 
use) □ They're trying to make a go of their bus¬ 
iness/marriage. ■ to be on the go to be busy 
(informal use) □ I've been on the go all day. 

♦ to go odv -1. there are five miles to go there 
are five miles left or remaining □ There are 
only three days to go to or before the deadline. 
-2. a pizza to go a pizza to be taken out ra¬ 
ther than eaten at the restaurant. 

♦ go about o vt fits -1. to go about sthg [job, 
problem] to start to deal with sthg □ How do 
you intend going about it? □ / think they went 
about it in completely the wrong way. -2. to go 
about one's business to do what one normal¬ 
ly does □ / want to be left alone to go about my 
business, o vi [person, story] = go around. 

♦ go after vt fus to go after sthg to try to get 
sthg □ We both went after the same job/prize. 

♦ go against vt fus -1. to go against one's 
principles/wishes to be opposed to or in con¬ 
flict with what one believes/wants □ You 
know what will happen if you go against your fa¬ 
ther's wishes. -2. to go against sb's advice to 
do something different from what sb has 
advised □ She went against our advice and re¬ 
ported it to the police. -3. to go against sb [deci¬ 
sion, judgment, verdict] to be unfavorable to sb 
□ We were worried that the result of the ballot 
might go against us. 

♦ go ahead vi -1. to go ahead with sthg to do 
or carry out <sthg that has already been 
planned> □ It looks as if they're going ahead 
with the project. ■ go ahead! do it! □ Go ahead 
and sue me: I don't care. -2. [event, game] to 
take place as planned □ The concert will go 
ahead without her. 

♦ go along vi [meeting, talk] to attend <an 
event> □ Are you going along to the party? 
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♦ go along with vt fus to go along with sb/ 
sthg [person, suggestion, decision] to accept 
that sb/sthg is right and do what they want 
□ I'm happy to go along with everyone else. □ He 
agreed to go along with our ideas. 

♦ go around v/ -1. to go around doing sthg 
[person] to do sthg often or as a habit □ 
There's no need to go around telling everyoneI 
-2. [wheels, record, dancer] to move in a circu¬ 
lar direction. -3. [story, joke] to be told by 
many different people □ There's a rumor going 
around that the business is up for sale. -4. to be 
enough to go around [money, food] to be 
enough for everybody present □ Do we have 
enough chairs to go around? 

♦ go around with vt fus to go around with sb 
to spend a lot of time going to places with 
sb □ She's been going around with Joel. 

♦ go away vi -1. [person] to leave a place or 
person □ Go away! I'm reading. -2. [person] to 
spend a period of time away from home, 
usually for relaxation □ Why don't we go away 
for a few days? -3. [feeling, smell] to disappear 
□ / can't get this stain to go away. 

♦ go back vi [person] to return to the place 
one has left, especially one’s home □ I've left 
him and I'm never going back! 

♦ go back on vt fus to go back on sthg [prom¬ 

ise, agreement] to fail to do sthg that one has 
said that one will do □ She never goes back on 
her word. 

♦ go back to vt fus -1. to go back to sthg [job, 

reading] to start doing sthg again after doing 
something different for a time □ He went 
back to scribbling in his notebook. □ He went 
back to work. ■ to go back to sleep to fall 
asleep again after waking up. -2. to go back 
to sthg [topic, subject, point] to start talking 
about sthg again after talking about some¬ 
thing different for a time □ Going back or To 

go back to what you were saying earlier... -3. to 
go back to a particular time in the past [build¬ 

ing, plan] to have existed since a particular 
time in the past □ The firm goes back to 1952. 

♦ go before vi to exist or happen before □ 
We wanted to forget what had gone before. 

♦ go by o vt fus to go by sb/sthg to be guid¬ 
ed by sb/sthg when deciding what to do or 
believe □ Don't go by what he says: he's lying. □ 
Going by her accent. I'd say she was Hungarian, 
o vi -1. [car, people] to move past □ She 
stared at the crowds going by outside. -2. [period 

of time] to pass □ Whole days went by without 
any news. 

♦ go down vi -1. [level, liquid] to become low¬ 
er □ We must wait until the floodwaters go 
down. -2. [sun] to sink below the horizon 
and disappear □ We stood on the beach and 
watched the sun go down. -3. [tire, balloon] to 
lose air and become less swollen and firm □ 
My tire's gone down again. -4. [rate, output] to 
become less □ Prices/Interest rates are going 
down. □ The average age of participants is going 
down. -5. it went down well/badly people 
liked it/did not like it □ His comment about 
overtime went down badly with the staff. 

♦ go down with vt fus to go down with an ill¬ 
ness to catch an illness, usually one that is 

not very serious (informal use) □ She's gone 
down with chickenpox. 

♦ go for vt fus -1. to go for a walk/ride to go 
out to walk/ride for pleasure □ She goes for a 
run every morning. -2. to go for sthg/sb [type of 
product, method, person] to choose sthg/sb, 
especially because one likes them □ In the 
end we decided to go for a second-hand car. □ / 
don't really go for tall women. -3. to go for sthg 
[job, championship] to try to get sthg □ She's 
going for the world record. -4. to go for sb/sthg 
[person, part of the body] to suddenly attack 
sb/sthg □ He went for me with a knife. -5. that 
goes for you/it as well that is true about 
you/it as well as other people or things □ 
You're a fool, and the same goes for your sister. 

♦ go in vi -1. [person] to enter a building, es¬ 
pecially one's own home □ She opened the 
door and went in. -2. [sun] to disappear behind 
a cloud. 

♦ go in for vt fus -1. to go in for sthg [competi¬ 
tion, exam] to arrange to take part in sthg □ 
Are you going in for the New York Marathon? 
-2. to go in for sthg [sport, music, dancing] to 
enjoy sthg and do it often □ / don't really go In 
for jazz. 

♦ go into vt fus -1. to go into sthg [subject, 
problem] to describe or discuss sthg in a de¬ 
tailed way □ The report goes Into her family 
background. □ I'd rather not go into that now. 
-2. to go into sthg [crime, question] to exam¬ 
ine sthg in order to decide what to do about 
it □ We intend to go into the matter of the miss¬ 
ing money very thoroughly. -3. to go into a 
career/an occupation [teaching, journalism] to 
start a particular career/occupation □ Have 
you ever thought of going into advertising? -4. a 
lot of time/money went into that a lot of 
time/money was used to make or do that □ 
Most of our resources went into promoting the 
book. -5. to go into a dive/spin [car, plane] to 
start to dive/spin. 

♦ go off vi -1. [person] to leave a place in or¬ 
der to do something □ "Where's Ann?" — 
"She went off to look for a gas station." -2. 
[bomb, hand grenade] to explode; [gun] to fire 
□ A bomb was planted in the car but failed to go 
off. -3. [alarm, siren] to sound suddenly and 
loudly □ Suddenly, the car alarm went off. -4. 
[device, lamp] to switch off, usually automati¬ 
cally □ The central heating goes off at night. 
-5. to go off well/badly [concert, meeting] to be 
successful/unsuccessful □ "How was the 
speech?" — "Oh, it didn't go off too badly." -6. 
GB (milk, meat, fish] to start to become bad or 
rotten. 

♦ go off with vf fus to go off with sb/sthg to 
take sb/sthg that belongs to somebody else 
and take them away □ Who's gone off with 
my map? □ He went off with his best friend's 
wife. 

♦ go on o vi -1. to be going on to be happen¬ 
ing □ There's a fight going on outside. □ / began 
to suspect that something was going on. -2. 
[device, lamp] to start to operate, usually 
automatically □ A light went on upstairs. -3. 
[battle, argument] to continue to happen □ The 
air raids went on through the night. -4. to go on 
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doing sthg, to go on with sthg to continue 
doing sthg, especially after one has been in¬ 
terrupted □ / ignored them and went on (with 
my) reading. -5. [person] to continue talking □ 
“Shall I tell you about it?" — "Go on." -6. 
[person] to talk about something too long or 
too much □ Don't keep going on about it! 
-7. [time] to pass □ As time went on, I came to 
like him better. -8. [traveler, walker] to continue 
traveling while others stay behind □ You go 
on ahead, I'll wait here. -9. to go on to a place 
to go to a place after doing something else □ 
We went on to a nightclub afterward. -10. to go 
on to do sthg to do sthg next or later □ She 
went on to win the gold medal, 

o vt fus to go on sthg [evidence, information] to 
use sthg as a basis for judgments or opin¬ 
ions □ The police only have a few clues to go on. 

o excl used to encourage somebody to do 
something □ Go on, have another drink! 

♦ go on at vt fus to go on at sb to keep telling 
sb to do something in an annoying way □ / 
wish you'd stop going on at me about my hair! 

♦ go out vi -1. [person] to leave a building, 
often one’s own home □ / went out at seven 
o'clock. -2. [person] to go to places away from 
one’s home for pleasure or entertainment □ 
We don't go out much since the baby was bom. 
-3. [two people] to have a romantic or sexual 
relationship but not live together □ She's not 
going out with anyone at present. -4. [candle, 
cigarette] to stop burning □ You let the fire go 
out. -5. [light] to be switched off □ Suddenly, 
all the lights went out. -6. [TV program, radio pro¬ 
gram] to be broadcast □ The interview went out 
live. -7. [clothes, style] to stop being fashion¬ 
able □ Flares went out (of fashion) years ago. 

♦ go over vt fus -1. to go over sthg [document, 
event, figures] to look at and think about sthg 
carefully □ She went over my work with me 
afterward. -2. to go over sthg [explanation, theo¬ 
ry] to repeat sthg so that it is easier to 
understand □ The police asked me to go over 
my statement again. 

♦ go over to vt fus -1. to go over to sthg [sys¬ 
tem, method] to change to sthg that is new 
or different □ The USA still hasn't gone over to 
the metric system. -2. politics to go over to a 
group to leave one organization and join a 
group that has very different beliefs and 
principles □ He's gone over to the enemy. -3. 
to go over to a place tv & radio to change 
the place that a broadcast is coming from □ 
We're going over to the scene of the accident. □ 
And now let's go over to our Omaha studio. 

♦ go round vi = go around. 

♦ go through o vt fus -1. to go through sthg 
[problem, bad time, war] to experience or live 
through sthg unpleasant □ / couldn't bear to go 
through all that again. -2. to go through sthg 
[money, supplies] to spend or use sthg until it 
is finished □ I've gone through all my savings al¬ 
ready. -3. to go through sthg [archives, drawer, 
desk] to search through sthg carefully, often 
in order to find something □ She found the 
letter as she was going through his pockets. 
-4. to go through sthg [document, report] to 
read sthg from beginning to end, often to 

check it is correct o She went through the list, 
checking off each item. 
o vi [law, motion, proposal] to be agreed or ac¬ 
cepted officially □ The divorce went through with¬ 
out any problems. 

♦ go through with vt fus to go through with 
sthg [plan, action, threat] to do sthg that one 
has planned or promised to do even though 
one has doubts about it □ She decided that 
she couldn't go through with the marriage. 

♦ go toward vt fus to go toward sthg to help 
to pay for sthg □ Most of the money will go to¬ 
ward rebuilding the school. 

♦ go under vi -1. [ship, swimmer] to sink be¬ 
low the water. -2. [business, company] to go 
bankrupt □ A lot of businesses went under in 
the recession. 

♦ go up o vi -1. [person, aircraft] to move or 
rise to a higher position □ We went up onto 
the roof. □ The escalator goes up to the fifth 
floor. -2. [inflation, value, output] to become 
more or greater □ House prices are going up. □ 
Standards have gone up since then. -3. [house, 

office block] to be built; [advertisement, poster] 

to be put up in public places □ Notices began 
to go up all around town. -4. [building, ship] to 
explode and be destroyed, usually by fire □ 
The whole factory went up. -5. a cheer went up 
many people cheered at the same time, o vt 
fus to go up sthg [mountain, stairs, building] to 
climb to the top of sthg □ We went up the 
Eiffel Tower. 

♦ go with vt fus to go with sthg to be includ¬ 
ed as a natural part or result of sthg □ The 
uniform goes with the job. 

♦ go without o vt fus to go without sthg 
[sleep, food] not to have sthg that one 
usually has a For the last week they had to go 
without an evening meal, o vi: They don't serve 
wine here, so you'll just have to go without. 

goad [good] vt to cause <sb> to do something 
they are unwilling to do by continually an¬ 
noying them, criticizing them etc □ Their con¬ 
stant teasing finally goaded him into action/ 
fighting back. 

go-ahead o adj [company, organization, person] 
that uses new methods, ideas etc in order to 
be successful □ Their go-ahead attitude will take 
them far in today's competitive market, o n to 
get/be given the go-ahead to get/be given of¬ 
ficial permission to start something □ We 
hope to get the go-ahead soon. □ The project 
finally got the go-ahead in June. 

goal [goul] n -1. sport in games such as soccer 
and hockey, the space within the playing 
area, usually marked by posts, where the 
ball must go in order to score a point; the 
point scored when the ball enters this space 
□ They scored four goals in the second half, m to 
score a goal to win a point by making the 
ball enter the goal. -2. something that one 
wants to achieve □ I've set myself two goals 
for next year: to lose weight and pass my driving 
test. □ Our goal is world peace. □ What is your 

' goal in life? 

goalie ['gouli] n = goalkeeper (informal use). 

goalkeeper ['goulki:por] n in soccer and hock- 
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ey, the player in a team who stays near the 
goal in order to stop the ball from entering. 

goalless ['goullas] adj a goalless draw [in soc¬ 
cer, hockey] the result of a game in which 
neither team scores a goail. 

goalmouth ['goulmaoG, pi -maudz] n [in soccer] 
the area in front of the goal. 

goalpost ['goolpoust] n [in soccer, football, hock¬ 
ey] one of the two upright posts that form 
part of a goal. 

goat [gout] n an animal with short horns and 
a rough hairy coat that lives wild on moun¬ 
tains and hills or is kept on farms for its 
milk and wool. 

goatee [gou'ti:] n a goatee (beard) a small 
pointed beard that covers the chin only. 

goat's cheese « cheese that is made from 
goat's milk. 

gobble [’gt>bl] vt to eat <food> very quickly 
and often noisily. 

♦ gobble down, gobble up vt sep to gobble 
food down or up to eat food very quickly 
and often noisily until there is no more left. 

gobbledygook ['gobldiguik] n formal and offi¬ 
cial language that is very difficult or impos¬ 
sible to understand. 

go-between n a person who takes messages 
from one person to another when these 
people cannot meet or do not want to meet 
□ Stein acted as a go-between in the dispute. 

Gobi ['goobi]: the Gobi Desert a large desert in 
central Asia, covering parts of Mongolia and 
China. 

goblet I'gnblat] n a cup without a handle, 
usually made of metal or glass, that has a 
stem and is used for drinking wine. 

goblin ['goblin] n a small ugly fairy in 
children’s stories who is usually bad and un¬ 
kind. 

go-cart [-ka:rt] « a small low car with very lit¬ 
tle covering for the engine or driver that is 
used for racing. 

god [god] n a male being that is or was be¬ 
lieved to have power over a particular part 
of nature or over human life □ the god of 
love/war/the Sun □ Apollo was a Greek god. 

♦ God o n the being worshiped in the Chris¬ 
tian, Muslim, and Jewish religions for creat¬ 
ing and ruling the world □ Do you believe in 
God? ■ God knows a phrase used to empha¬ 
size that one does not know something □ 
"What's she doing?" — "God only knows." □ 
God knows the money I've spent on those kids, 
o excl God! a word used to express surprise, 
excitement, or fear □ Oh/My/Good God, what 
happened? 

godchild ['godtjaild] {pi godchildren) n a child 
that somebody agrees to be the godparent 

of. 

goddam(n) 1'gDdaem] (informal use) o adj a 
word used to express annoyance, anger, or 
excitement □ The goddam(n) car won't start! 
o excl a word used to express annoyance or 
surprise □ Goddam(n) it! 

goddaughter ['goddoita'] « a female godchild. 

goddess ['godas] n a female god □ Artemis, the 
Greek goddess of the Moon. 

godfather ['godfaidaq n a male godparent, 

godforsaken ['godfa'seikn] adj a godforsaken 
place/town etc a place/town etc that is de¬ 
pressing and has no interesting or attractive 
qualities. 

Godiva [ga'daiva], Lady (1040-1080) an Eng¬ 
lish noblewoman who, according to legend, 
rode naked on her horse through Coventry 
to protest against the taxes her husband 
was making people pay. 

godmother ['godmAda1] n a female godparent, 

godparent ['gDdpearant] n in the Christian re¬ 
ligion, a person who promises to be respon¬ 
sible for the religious or moral education of 
somebody’s child at that child’s baptism, 

godsend ['godsend] n somebody or something 
that arrives, happens etc unexpectedly and 
that one finds very useful at a particular 
time □ That check was a real godsend. 

godson ['godsAn] n a male godchild, 

goes [gouz] vb —» go. 

Goethe [g3:ta], Johann Wolfgang von 
(1749-1832) a German poet, dramatist, and 
scientist wbo is considered the greatest Ger¬ 
man writer. His best-known work is Faust. 

gofer ['goofs'] n a person whose job is to do 
small tasks for other people, such as taking 
messages and fetching or carrying things (in¬ 
formal use). 

go-getter [-getar] n a person who is very am¬ 
bitious and determined, works hard, and 
tries to use every opportunity to succeed, 
especially in their job. 

goggle ['gogl] vi to goggle at sb/sthg to stare 
at sb/sthg with one’s eyes open wide in sur¬ 
prise, admiration etc. 

goggles 1'goglz] npl a pair of glass or plastic 
lenses attached to an elastic strap, worn 
around the head to protect the eyes from 
water, wind, dirt etc □ drivmg/protective/swim- 
ming/skiing goggles □ a pair of goggles. 

go-go dancer « a person at a nightclub, bar 
etc whose job is to dance to fast music in a 
sexy way while wearing few clothes, 

going ['gouig] o adj -1. the going rate the 
salary or wage that is being paid for a par¬ 
ticular job or in a particular area □ What's the 
going rate for this kind of work? -2. the biggest/ 
best etc thing going the biggest/best etc 
example of a particular thing □ He's the 
biggest idiot going. -3. to be going GB [food, 

wine] to be available □ Are there any jobs go¬ 
ing? 
on-1. the speed at which somebody or 
something moves or progresses □ The going 
is pretty slow on the expressway due to a pileup 
at the Maple Street exit, ■ good going a phrase 
used to show that one is impressed at 
something’s speed or progress □ Have you fin¬ 
ished already? That's pretty good going. -2. GB 
to be hard or heavy going to be difficult to 
do or deal with □ It was hard going on the way 
up the mountain. □ This novel is heavy going. 
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going concern n a business that is making 
money □ The firm was sold as a going concern. 

goings-on npt events in a particular place or 
involving particular people over a period of 
time that one finds interesting, amusing etc 
or disapproves of (informal use), 

go-kart [-ka:rt] « gb = go-cart. 

Golan Heights [US ,goula:n-, GB ,goulaen-]: the 
Golan Heights a range of hills in the Middle 
East, on the eastern bank of the Jordan. 
They were occupied by Israel in 1967 and 
are likely to be returned to Syria 

gold [gould] o « -l. a valuable soft metal that 
is yellow in color and is used for making 
coins, jewelry etc. SYMBOL: Au □ The price of 
gold is dropping. □ a gold ring/coin/watch. ■ to be 
as good as gold [child] to be very well- 
behaved. -2. = gold medal, o adj [paint, star, 

car] that is gold in color. 

Gold Coast: the Gold Coast an area off the 
coast of southern Queensland, Australia, fa¬ 
mous for its beaches and tourist resorts, 

golden ['goukbn] adj -1. [ring, crown] that is 
made of gold. -2. [hair, shine, pastry] that has 
the color of gold. 

golden age n a period of great success, 
achievements etc in a particular field of ac¬ 
tivity that people remember for a long time 
□ the golden age of science-fiction/the cinema. 

golden eagle n a large golden-brown eagle 
that lives in mountains in northern parts of 
the world. 

golden handshake n a large amount of mon¬ 
ey given to reward or thank somebody for 
their services when they leave a job after 
many years, usually to retire, 

golden opportunity « a perfect chance to do 
something, especially one that probably will 
not happen again □ Don't turn down his invita¬ 
tion, it's a golden opportunity to meet the compa¬ 
ny bosses. 

golden retriever n a type of medium-sized 
dog with a soft, wavy, yellow coat, 

golden rule n the most important thing to re¬ 
member to do if one wants to be successful 
in a particular situation, 

golden wedding n the fiftieth anniversary of 
somebody’s wedding. 

goldfish ['gouldfij] (pi goldfish) n a bright or¬ 
ange fish that is often kept as a pet. 

goldfish bowl « a round glass bowl used for 
keeping goldfish in. 

gold leaf n gold in very thin sheets that is 
used for covering things or to decorate pic¬ 
tures, writing etc. 

gold medal n a medal that is gold in color 
and that is given to the winner of a compe¬ 
tition, especially in sport, 

goldmine ['gooldmain] n -1. a place where 
gold is mined. -2. a business, invention, plan 
etc that makes or is likely to make a big 
profit □ The woman who invented the system is 
sitting on a goldmine. 

gold-plated [-'pleitad] adj [frame, clock, jewelry] 
that is covered in a very thin layer of gold. 

gold rush n the sudden arrival of large num¬ 
bers of people who have come to look for 
gold in an area where gold has just been 
found. ■ the Gold Rush the first and most fa¬ 
mous gold rush, in California, in 1849. 

“W THE GOLD RUSHES 
There have been three major gold rushes in 
North American history, when large num¬ 
bers of people moved to an area hoping to 
find gold there. The first one was in Califor¬ 
nia in 1849, the second one in Colorado in 
1858, and the third one in the Klondike re¬ 
gion of Canada in 1897. The arrival of hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people, and the 
wealth of those who found gold, were re¬ 
sponsible for the rapid development of 
many western US cities and states in the 
19th century. 

goldsmith ['gooldsmiG] « a person whose job 
is to make things out of gold, 

gold standard « the gold standard the system 
in which the value of gold is used as a fixed 
basis for deciding the value of a currency, 

golf [golf] w a game in which each player tries 
to send a small white ball into a series of 
holes by hitting it through the air or along 
the ground as few times as possible using 
special sticks □ a round of golf. 

golf ball n -1. a small, hard, white ball used 
for playing golf. -2. a golf ball (typewriter) an 
electric typewriter with the letters and sym¬ 
bols arranged on a small metal ball, 

golf club n -1. a club for golf players that 
usually has its own golf course and build¬ 
ings; the buildings and land used by this 
club. -2. a long wooden or metal stick with 
a heavy curved bottom that is used to hit 
the ball in golf □ a set of golf clubs. 

golf course n an area of grassy land used to 
play a game of golf. 

golfer ['gnlfY] n a person who plays golf. 

Goliath [ga'laisG] —> David, 

golly ['guli] excl a word used to express sur¬ 
prise (informal and old-fashioned use), 

gondola ['gDndals] n a long narrow boat with 
high curved ends that is used in Venice, Ita¬ 
ly, and is moved through water by a person 
standing at one end using a long pole, 

gondolier [,gnnd3'li3r] n a person whose job is 
to give tourists tours in a gondola, 

gone [grin] o past participle of go. o adj to be 

gone [person] to be no longer present in a 
particular place; [money, time] to have been 
completely used or finished □ "Is there any 
cake left?" — "No, it's all gone." □ The days 
when I used to go out every night are long gone, 
o prep GB later than <a particular time>; 
older than <a particular ago □ It's gone 
lunchtime. □ It's just gone 12 o'clock. □ He's 
gone fifty, you know. 

gong [gog] n a round flat piece of metal that 
is hung in a frame and is hit with a stick to 
make a long, loud, deep ringing noise, e.g. 
to attract people's attention. 
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gonna ['gDna] — going to (informal use). 

gonorrhea us, gonorrhoea gb [gDna'rim] n a 
disease of the sex organs that is passed from 
one person to another during sexual inter¬ 
course. 

goo [gu:] n any substance that is thick and 
sticky (informal use). 

good [gud] (compar better, super! best) o adj 
-1. [event, experience, period of time) that is 
pleasant or enjoyable □ Did you have a good 
time in Spain? □ It's good to see you. □ She's not 
in a very good mood today. □ It feels good to be 
out in the fresh air. -2. [education, manners, re¬ 

sult] that is of a high quality or standard □ 
The firm doesn't have a very good reputation. □ 
The steak's very good here. -3. [idea, suggestion, 

plan] that is desirable or suitable □ It's good 
that she finally got promoted. □ It's a really good 
house for children. -4. [writer, actor, translation) 

that is skillful □ He isn't a very good swimmer. 
■ to be good at sthg [at French, cooking, sport] 

to be able to do sthg well □ She's always 
been good at organizing, m to be good with 
sthg/sb [with animals, engines, children] to be 
skillful at doing things with sthg/sb □ I'm not 
much good with computers. -5. [person] who is 
kind and considerate □ It was very good of you 
to come. □ They were very good to me when I 
was sick, m to be good enough to do sthg a 
polite phrase used to ask somebody to do 
something or to say that they have done 
something helpful □ Would you be good 
enough to open the door for me? □ This gentle¬ 
man was good enough to find us a taxi. 
-6. [person, life, act] that is honest, moral, and 
concerned with the health and happiness of 
other people □ She devoted herself to good 
works. -7. [child, dog] that is well-behaved □ 
His prison sentence was reduced on the grounds 
of good behavior. ■ be good! behave well! 
-8. it's good for you [milk, fresh air, exercise] it 
makes one more healthy or prevents one 
from becoming ill □ Fried food isn't good for 
you. -9. [looks, legs, figure] that is physically 
attractive □ She came back from vacation look¬ 
ing really good. -10. [opportunity, sign, news] 

that is favorable □ There's never been a better 
time to invest. □ a job with good prospects. 
-11. [chance, way, distance] used to show that 
the speaker thinks an amount is large □ It 
took us a good hour to get there. ■ a good many 
people a lot of people □ A good many people 
would agree with him. -12. [cry, look, clean] that 
is thorough □ / gave him a good talking-to. 
-13. phrases it's a good thing or job (that)... GB 
it’s lucky (that)... □ It's a good thing no one 
saw us. * good for you! a phrase used to 
show approval and pleasure at something 
another person has done □ "/ won first prize!" 
— "Good for you!" ■ to make sthg good to re¬ 
pair or replace sthg lost or damaged. 
On-1. something that benefits or improves 
somebody □ In the end, you might do more 
harm than good by telling him. ■ for the good of 
sb/sthg [one's health, the nation] for the ben¬ 
efit or improvement of sb/sthg □ She spent 
her life working for the good of other people. □ 
I'm telling you this for your own good. ■ it will 

do you/him etc good it will have a positive 
effect on your/his etc mind or body □ It will 
do you good to have a rest. -2. will this be any 

good? will this be useful? □ "We need some¬ 
thing to stand on." — "Will this be any good?" • 
to be no good to be of poor quality or unsat¬ 
isfactory □ This corkscrew is no good, ■ to be 

no good at sthg not to be able to do sthg □ 
He's no good at dancing, m it's no good it will 
not make any difference □ It’s no good crying, 
that won’t help us. □ I'd come along if I thought it 
would do any good. -3. behavior and actions 
that are moral, help other people, and are 
usually based on religious teachings □ He 
could always see the good in people. □ the choice 
between good and evil, m to be up to no good 

to be doing or planning to do something 
wrong □ I knew they were up to no good when I 
saw them hanging around the car. 

o excl a word used to express pleasure, sat¬ 
isfaction, or approval □ Oh good, you're here. 

♦ goods ttpl objects which are made to be 
bought and sold a consumer/leather/duty-free 
goods. ■ to come up with or deliver the goods 

to do successfully what one has agreed or 
been asked to do (informal use) □ They may 
be well-known, but are they going to deliver the 
goods? 

♦ as good as odv almost □ He as good as 
promised to come. 

♦ for good adv forever □ I left home for good 
when I was 18. 

good afternoon excl a phrase used to greet 
somebody in the afternoon □ Good afternoon, 
Sally. Is the boss free? 

good behavior n law good and lawful behav¬ 
ior by a prisoner that can result in a short¬ 
ening of their sentence □ He was released ear¬ 
ly for good behavior. 

goodbye [,god'bai] o excl a word used by 
people when they are leaving each other or 
finishing a telephone conversation □ Please 
come again, goodbye. □ Goodbye, Mom. See you 
soon, o n the things one says or one’s ac¬ 
tions when leaving or being left by some¬ 
body □ We quickly said our goodbyes and I ran 
to catch the train. □ She waved/hugged me good¬ 
bye. □ a goodbye kiss. 

good day excl a phrase used to say hello or 
goodbye (old-fashioned use). 

good deed « something one does to help an¬ 
other person that proves one is a helpful 
member of society □ I've done my good deed 
for the day! 

good evening excl a phrase used to greet 
somebody in the evening □ Good evening. 
May I speak to Mr Jones, please? 

good-for-nothing o n a person, usually a 
man, who is lazy and not good at anything 
□ He's just a lazy good-for-nothing, o adj: that 
good-for-nothing brother of yours. 

good fortune « luck that brings something 
pleasant, useful etc □ a piece of good fortune □ 
By good fortune we managed to catch the train 
after all. 

Good Friday « the Friday before Easter Sun- 
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day, on which Christians remember the 
death of Jesus Christ. 

good-humored [-'hju:m3rd] adj [person] who 
does not get angry easily and is always 
friendly and pleasant even in difficult situa¬ 
tions □ He was very good-humored about the 
damage. 

good-looking [-'lukirj] adj [person] who has an 
attractive face □ He's a good-looking guy. 

good manners npl polite behavior that fol¬ 
lows the accepted rules of how one should 
act toward other people. 

good morning excl a phrase used to greet 
somebody in the morning □ Good morning, 
everyone! 

good-natured [-'neitJVd] adj [person, animal] 

that does not get angry easily, and is always 
friendly, calm, and pleasant; [rivalry, argument] 

that is friendly and does not involve anger. 

goodness ['gudnas] o n -1. the quality of be¬ 
ing kind and thoughtful □ / shall never forget 
their goodness to me. -2. the quality in fruit, 
vegetables etc that makes them good for 
one’s health □ Milk is full of goodness. □ Veg¬ 
etables lose their goodness if you overcook them, 
o excl (my) goodness! a word or phrase used 
to express surprise □ My goodness me! What 
have you been doing? You're filthy! o Goodness 
gracious! ■ for goodness' sake! a phrase used 
to express annoyance □ For goodness' sake 
hurry up, or we'll be late! ■ thank goodness a 
phrase used to express relief □ Thank good¬ 
ness he's safe. 

good night excl a phrase used by people to 
say goodbye at the end of an evening or be¬ 
fore they go to bed at night □ Good night, and 
see you tomorrow! □ She wished us good night 
and went upstairs. 

goods train n GB a train that transports goods 
rather than passengers. 

good-tempered [-'tempard] adj [person, meet¬ 

ing] that is calm and friendly. 

good turn n to do sb a good turn to do some¬ 
thing to help sb. 

goodwill [.gud'wil] n -1. kind feelings or a 
friendly helpful attitude toward a person, 
organization etc o The treaty they proposed 
showed their goodwill to the Canadians. □ feel¬ 
ings of goodwill □ a goodwill gesture/message. 
-2. business an asset earned by a company or 
business through its reputation, customer re¬ 
lations etc that helps decide its value. 

goody ['godi] {pi goodies) o n the hero or any 
other character in a story who supports 
what is morally right and who the audience 
or reader wants to succeed (informal use), 
o excl a word used especially by children to 
express their pleasure at something. 

♦ goodies npl (informal use) -1. delicious food 
or candies. -2. desirable objects. 

gooey ['gun] (,compar gooier, superl gooiest) adj 
[cake, dessert, chewing gum] that is soft and 
sticky (informal use). 

goof [guif] US (informal use) o tt a stupid mis¬ 
take. o vi to make a goof. 

♦ goof off vi to be lazy and waste time, espe¬ 
cially when one is supposed to be working. 

♦ goof up vi to goof. 

goofy ['gurfi] (compar goofier, superl goofiest) 
adj [idea, behavior, person] that one finds silly 
or awkward and unusual (informal use) □ a 

goofy smile. 

goose [gu:s] {pi geese) n a large bird with 
webbed feet and a long neck that lives on 
farms or near ponds and is kept for its eggs, 
meat, and feathers. 

gooseberry [us 'guisberi, GB 'gozbari] {pi 
gooseberries) n -1. a small, rounded, pale- 
green fruit with small hairs on its skin that 
grows on bushes, has a sour taste, and is 
used to make desserts □ a gooseberry bush/pie. 
-2. to play gooseberry GB to be the third per¬ 
son with a couple who are in love and who 
want to be alone together, 

goose bumps npl US the tiny lumps that ap¬ 
pear when the hairs on one’s skin stand up 
straight as a result of cold, fear etc. 

gooseflesh ['guisflej] « GB = goosebumps. 

goose pimples npl GB = goose bumps, 

goosestep ['guisstep] {pt & pp goosestepped, 
cont goosestepping) o n the goosestep a way 
of marching used by soldiers in some 
armies, in which each step is made by lifting 
the leg up high and straight, o vi to do the 
goosestep □ The soldiers goosestepped across 
the square. 

GOP (abbr of Grand Old Party) n the GOP a 
nickname for the Republican Party in the 
USA. 

gopher ['goufar] n a small animal that looks 
like a rat with large cheeks and lives under¬ 
ground in northern and central America, 

gore [go:r] o « blood from a serious wound □ 
a movie full of blood and gore, o vt to seriously 
wound <a person or animal> using horns or 
tusks □ He was gored to death by a bull. 

gorge [go:rd3] o n a deep narrow valley that 
often has a river running along the bottom, 
o vt to gorge oneself on or with sthg to eat 
sthg greedily and in such quantity that one 
cannot eat anything else □ We gorged our¬ 
selves on chocolate mousse. 

gorgeous ['go:rd33s] adj -1. [food, beach, weath¬ 
er] very beautiful □ What a gorgeous view of 
the countryside! □ She always wears absolutely 
gorgeous clothes. -2. [man, woman] who is 
very sexually attractive (informal use) □ She 
has a gorgeous figure. 

gorilla [ga'rib] n an African animal that is the 
largest of the apes. 

gorse [go:rs] n a wild European bush that has 
prickles and yellow flowers, 

gory ['go:ri] (compar gorier, superl goriest) adj 
-1. [movie, scene, death] that involves a lot of 
blood and violence □ There was an extremely 
gory battle scene. -2. the gory details too 
many details □ Spare me the gory details! 

gosh [gDj] excl a word used to express sur¬ 
prise or admiration (old-fashioned and informal 
use) □ Gosh! Did you really? 
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go-slow n GB an official protest by workers in 
which they work as slowly as possible. 

gospel ['gDspl] o « -1. a set of ideas that 
somebody believes in very strongly and tries 
to make other people believe in □ She's off 
preaching her Socialist/feminist gospel. -2. gos¬ 
pel (truth) something that is completely true 
□ You mustn't take it as gospel, o comp gospel 
music a style of religious music that is pow¬ 
erful and rhythmic and is sung especially by 
black American Christians. 

♦ Gospel n any one of the four books in the 
Bible that describe the life and works of 
Jesus Christ □ St Mark's Gospel □ the Gospel 
according to St Luke. 

gossamer [’gosamgr] n the long fine threads 
produced by a spider to make its web. 

gossip [US 'gDsap, GB -ip] o n -1. the things 
people say or write to each other about the 
behavior and private lives of other people, 
whether it is true or not o Have you heard any 
good gossip lately? □ It's just idle gossip, don't 
take any notice. □ We only had time for a quick 
gossip and then I had to go. -2. a person who 
likes to talk gossip (disapproving use) □ He's a 
terrible gossip, o vi to talk about the behavior 
and private lives of other people □ She's al¬ 
ways gossiping about the neighbors. 

gossip column « a section in a newspaper or 
magazine in which the behavior and private 
lives of famous people are written about, 

got [got] past tense <S? past participle of get. ■ I 
have got sthg GB I have sthg □ He’s got blue 
eyes/flu/a nice house. ■ I have got to do sthg I 
must do sthg □ I've got to finish this today. 

Gotham ['gD0m] US an informal name for 
New York City. 

Gothic ['gt)0ik] odj -1. [architecture, church, win¬ 

dow] that is in a style of architecture that 
was popular between the 12th and 16th 
centuries in Western Europe. Gothic build¬ 
ings have high ceilings, pointed arches and 
windows, and tall columns. -2. a Gothic 
novel/story etc a novel/story etc that is set 
in a ruin or castle and contains mystery, 
horror, or supernatural elements. Gothic 
novels were popular in Britain in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. -3. [lettering, script, writ¬ 

ing] that is printed or written in a style in 
which the letters are thick, pointed, and an¬ 
gular. 

gotta ['goto] = got to (informal use), 

gotten f'gDtn] US past participle of get. 

gouge [gaud3] vt -1. to gouge a hole (out) to 
make a hole in something hard using a 

sharp object, especially using a lot of effort 
□ Someone had gouged a hole in the desk. -2. to 
gouge sb's eyes out to force sb's eyes out 
using a sharp object. 

goulash [US 'guilaxj, GB -aej] n a type of meat 
stew, traditionally from Hungary, that con¬ 
tains paprika. 

gourd [go:rd] n a type of round fruit which 
cannot be eaten and has a hard outer cover¬ 
ing; a container made from this fruit, 

gourmet ['gu3rmei] on a person who knows 

a lot about food and wine, and enjoys food 
and wine of a high quality, o adj gourmet 
food/meal food/a meal of very high quality, 

gout [gaut] n a disease that causes the toes, 
knees, and fingers to swell and become 
painful. 

govern l'gAV3rii] o vt -1. poLmcs to legally 
control <a country, state, people> etc and 
have the power to make decisions about 
laws, taxes, the economy etc □ This party is 
not fit to govern the country. -2. to influence or 
control <a price, one’s behavior, destiny> 
etc □ There are strict rules governing the sale of 
alcohol and tobacco, o vi politics [party, politi¬ 
cian] We need a leader who can govern efficiently. 

governess ['gAV3rnos| n a woman who, espe¬ 
cially in the past, lived with a family in or¬ 
der to teach the children, 

governing ['gAvshurj] adj the governing party 
the political party that is in power at a par¬ 
ticular time. 

governing body « the group of people who 
are in charge of making decisions and taking 
actions concerning a public organization □ 
the governing body of the University/hospital. 

government ['gAvatimsnt] n -1. the group of 
people who govern a country or state □ the 
Australian government or government of Australia 
□ The government has signed the treaty. □ On 
the Prime Minister's resignation, his successor 
had to form a new government very quickly. □ a 
government official/department □ government 
spending/funding/policy. -2. the act of govern¬ 
ing a country or state □ The Social Democrats 
are in government/out of government. □ We want 
democratic government. 

governmental [,gAV3rn'mentl] adj [decision, 
measure] that is taken by the government, 

government stock tt certificates issued by 
the government when it borrows money 
from members of the public, 

governor ['gAV3rn3r] n -1. politics a person 
who governs a particular colony, country 
etc; in the USA, a person who governs a 
particular state □ He's running for governor at 
the next elections. -2. [of a school, bank, hospital] 
a member of the group that is in charge of 
making decisions and taking actions con¬ 
cerning a particular organization □ the Board 
of Governors. 

governor-general {pi governor-generals or 

governors-general) « the person who repre¬ 
sents the British king or queen in a country 
that is in the Commonwealth and is not a 
republic □ the Canadian Governor-General. 

govt abbr of government. 

gown [gaon] n -1. a long dress worn on spe¬ 
cial or formal occasions □ an evening/bridal 
gown. -2. an item of clothing like a cloak, 
worn by academics and lawyers. -3. a loose 
tunic worn by patients or surgeons in a hos¬ 
pital □ a hospital gown. 

Goya ['goia], Francisco de (1746-1828) a 
Spanish artist who is famous for his por¬ 
traits, especially of Spanish royalty. 

GP {abbr of general practitioner) n a doctor 
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who treats all kinds of illness and does not 
specialize in any particular type. 

GPA (abbr of Grade Point Average) n the score 
given to US high school and college stu¬ 
dents that is the average grade for all their 
courses. 

GPMU (abbr of Graphical, Paper and Media Un¬ 
ion) n a British labor union for people work¬ 
ing in printing and publishing. 

GPO « (abbr of Government Printing Office) the 
GPO the US government department respon¬ 
sible for publishing government documents. 

gr. abbr of gross. 

grab [graeb] (ft & yy grabbed, cont grabbing) 
o vt -1. [person, money, arm] to take hold of 
<sb/sthg> with a sudden and sometimes 
violent movement; [opportunity, chance] to 
eagerly take <sthg> because there will prob¬ 
ably not be another one a Sally grabbed the 
knife from the baby just In time, a The thief 
grabbed the bag and ran off. -2. [sandwich, meal] 

to get <sthg to eat or drink> quickly be¬ 
cause one is very busy or in a hurry (infor¬ 
mal use) □ We can grab a bite to eat on the way 
to the station. -3. to grab a few hours' or some 
sleep to stop and sleep for a short period of 
time when one is very busy or has very lit¬ 
tle time (informal use). -4. how does that grab 
you? a phrase used when asking if some¬ 
body would like to do something (informal 
use) □ How does a weekend in Paris grab you? 
o vi to grab, at sthg to make a sudden move¬ 
ment with one’s hand to try to take hold of 
or pick up sthg □ He grabbed at my sleeve, 
on to make a grab at or for sthg to grab at 
sthg □ / made a grab for the control lever. 

grab bag » US a container filled with small 
prizes that children put their hand into and 
pick a prize out of without looking. 

grace [greis] o n -1. [of a dancer, animal, move¬ 

ment] smooth, elegant, and controlled move¬ 
ment that is pleasing to watch and appears 
to be without effort □ She dances with style 
and grace. -2. to have the grace to do sthg to 
be fair and considerate enough to do sthg □ 
At least she had the grace to apologize. ■ to do 
sthg with good grace to do sthg without 
complaining and without showing that one 
would prefer not to do it □ She accepted the 
decision with good grace. -3. a day's/week's 
grace an extra day/week to do or finish 
something that one is given as a favor □ 
We've been given a week's grace. -4. religion a 
prayer thanking God for the meal one is 
about to eat □ Father always said grace in the 
evenings. 

o vt -1. to be present at <a meeting or 
event>, usually with the result that people 
there feel honored or grateful (formal or iron¬ 
ic use) □ So you've decided to grace us with your 
presence! -2. [room, shelf, table] to act as an 
attractive decoration in or on <sthg> □ His 
paintings now grace the walls of the town hall. 

♦ Grace n His/Her/Your Grace a title used 
when talking to a duke, duchess, or arch¬ 
bishop. 

Grace [greis], W. G. (1848-1915) a British 

cricketer, considered to be the greatest of 
his time. 

graceful [’greisfl] adj -1. [dancer, movement, 

step] that moves in a smooth, elegant, and 
attractive way and apparently without ef¬ 
fort; [line, curve] that is smooth, controlled, 
and attractive to look at □ She made a grace¬ 
ful exit, a the graceful curve of her neck. -2. 
[refusal, apology] that is polite, pleasant, and 
dignified □ He gave a very graceful apology for 
his mistake. 

graceless [’greistas] adj -1. [city, place] that is 
ugly and without elegance or charm. -2. 
[person] who is impolite and does not have 
dignity or good manners, 

gracious [’greijos] o adj -1. [person] who is 
polite and kind, especially to somebody 
who has less money or a lower social posi¬ 
tion □ a gracious refusal. -2. [house, residence] 

that has the elegance and comfort that a lot 
of money can provide □ gracious living, o excl 
(good) gracious! a word or phrase used to 
express surprise □ Good gracious! What on 
earth is that? 

graciously ['greijbsli] adv [accept, invite, thank] 

see gracious. 

gradation [gra'deijn] n [of color, light, a feeling] a 
slight difference in size, intensity etc in a se¬ 
ries or scale. 

grade [greid] o « -1. [of wool, gasoline, paper] 

the level or quality of a person or product □ 
a high-/low-grade employee □ grade A eggs. ■ to 
make the grade Iperson] to achieve the neces¬ 
sary standard, especially in one’s job. -2. US 

a group of classes at school for students 
who are of a particular age or level □ I'm in 
sixth grade. -3. [for homework, exam] the mark, 
usually a letter or number, that represents 
the quality of a student’s work □ What grade 
did you get for math? o vt -1. to separate po¬ 
tatoes, eggs, fruit> etc into different groups 
of similar size, quality etc □ We grade our 
beer according to strength. -2. to give chome- 
work, an exam paper> etc a grade, 

grade crossing n US a place where a road 
crosses a railroad, that usually has gates and 
warning signals to stop traffic when a train 
is approaching. 

grade point average n —> GPA. 

grade school n US a school for children aged 
between 5 and 11 □ a grade school teacher. 

gradient ['greidjsnt] « a slope; the angle of a 
slope □ a hill with a steep gradient. 

gradual ['graedsoal] adj [change, increase, im¬ 

provement] that happens slowly and in small 
stages □ His recovery was gradual. 

gradually ['graed3uali] adv: see gradual □ The 
economy gradually began to improve. 

graduate [n 'gra^uat, vb 'graed3ueit] o « 

-1. [of a college] a person who has a first de¬ 
gree from a university or college □ an 
English/a chemistry graduate. -2. US [of a high 
school] a person who has successfully com¬ 
pleted high school. 

o corny a graduate course a course of further 
studies after a first degree. ■ a graduate stu- 
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dent a student who is doing further studies 
after a first degree. 

o vj -1. [from college] to receive a certificate 
for successfully completing a degree at a 
university or college □ He graduated from Ox¬ 
ford, you know. -2. us [from high school] to re¬ 
ceive a certificate for successfully completing 
high school □ / graduated from high school 
last year. -3. to graduate from sthg to sthg to 
move from sthg less important or difficult to 
sthg more important or difficult □ He's gradu¬ 
ated from a moped to a motorcycle. 

graduated ['grad3ueitad] adj -1. [pension, tax] 
in which the amount that people pay de¬ 
pends on the amount that they earn. -2. 
[ruler, container] that is marked with lines to 
show measurements. -3. [exercises] that are 
arranged in order from the easiest to the 
most difficult. -4. (colors] that blend gradual¬ 
ly into each other. 

graduate school « US the part of a university 
where students who already have a first de¬ 
gree are taught. 

graduation [,grad3u'ei.fn] n -1. the ceremony 
at which students receive their certificates 
for completing a university degree; US the 
ceremony at which students receive their 
certificates for completing high school □ a 
graduation ceremony/photograph. -2. [from uni¬ 
versity, college, high school] see graduate □ After 
graduation I got a job with a bank. 

m GRADUATION 
When students at a university or college or 
a US high school complete their course of 
studies, they are given their degree or diplo¬ 
ma at a public ceremony called graduation. 
Their family and friends usually come to the 
graduation ceremony, at which students 
wear a cap (a round hat, usually with a flat 
board on top) and a gown (a long loose gar¬ 
ment like a cloak). In the USA, the student 
with the best grades, called the valedic¬ 
torian, makes a speech, and at the end of 
the ceremony everyone throws their cap up 
in the air. 

graffiti [gra'fiiti] « words or pictures that are 
written or drawn on walls, posters etc in 
public places □ The side of the subway train 
was covered in graffiti. 

graft [US graft, GB graift] o « -1. gardening a 
part cut from one plant and joined onto an¬ 
other plant so that it can continue growing 
on the new plant. -2. medicine a piece of 
healthy skin or bone taken from a person’s 
body and used to replace skin or bone that 
has been damaged □ a skin graft. -3. politics 
the act of getting money dishonestly by 
using one’s power or authority (informal use), 
o vf -1. gardening [branch, twig] to join <part 
of a plant> to another plant as a graft □ It's 
the result of grafting a cutting onto a hardier vari¬ 
ety. -2. medicine [skin, bone, organ] to attach 
<a graft> to a damaged part of the body in 
an operation □ He had to have some skin graft¬ 
ed to or onto his leg. -3. [idea, system] to add 
<sthg> to something else when the two 

things are very different □ They're trying to 
graft Socialist ideals onto a market economy. 

Graham ['greiam], Martha (1894-1991) a US 
dancer and choreographer who had a great 
influence on modem dance, 

grain [grein] n -1. [of wheat, rice] a seed of 
wheat, rice, or a similar plant □ a grain of 
corn/rice. -2. a collective term for wheat, 
com, or any similar crop from a cereal plant 
□ stocks of grain. -3. [of salt, sand] a single 
very small piece of a hard substance □ a grain 
of salt/sand/gold. -4. [of truth, humor] a very 
small amount □ There's not a grain of truth in 
what he says. -5. [in wood] the natural pattern 
of lines or fibers in a piece of wood, rock 
etc □ This wood has a beautiful grain, m to go 
against the grain to be difficult to accept or 
do, because it feels unusual and is not what 
one usually does □ I'll do it for you, but it goes 
against the grain. 

gram [graem] n a unit (0.001 kilogram) for 
measuring weight □ 250 grams of butter. 

grammar ['grama1) n -1. [of a language) the 
rules of a language that describe how words 
are put together in sentences □ English/French 
grammar □ His grammar is terrible. -2. a book 
that describes the rules of a language □ a 
French grammar. 

grammar school « -1. in the USA, a school 
where children go for the first six to eight 
years of their education. -2. in Britain, a 
school that teaches some children aged be¬ 
tween 11 and 18 who have been chosen be¬ 
cause they are good at academic subjects, 

grammatical [gra'mastikl] adj -1. [rule, structure] 
see grammar. -2. [English, French] that is cor¬ 
rect according to the rules of grammar, 

gramme [gram] « gb = gram. 

Grammy ['grami] n in the USA, an award giv¬ 
en to outstanding members of the music in¬ 
dustry. 

gramophone [‘gramafoun] n a record player 
(old-fashioned use). 

gran [gran] n GB a word used to talk to or 
about one’s grandmother (informal use), 

granary fgranari] (pi granaries) n a building in 
which grain is stored. 

granary bread « GB a type of brown bread 
that contains whole grains of wheat, 

grand [grand] (pi grand) o adj -1. [style, house, 
sight] that is impressive in size or appear¬ 
ance □ This place is much too grand for me. 
-2. [plan, design, scale] that is ambitious and 
intended to achieve impressive results □ My 
partner has some very grand ideas for expanding 
the company. -3. [person, title, job] that is so¬ 
cially or professionally important □ She 
sounds very grand, but she's really quite friendly. 
-4. [time, party, day] very enjoyable (informal 
and old-fashioned use), o « a thousand dollars 
or pounds (informal use) □ "How much will it 
cost?"— "Two grand, minimum." 

grandad ['grandaed] « a word used to talk to 
or about one’s grandfather (informal use). 

Grand Canyon: the Grand Canyon a very long 
and deep valley that has been made in the 
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rock of northwest Arizona by the Colorado 
River. It is a popular tourist attraction, 

grandchild ['graentjaild] (pi grandchildren) n 

the child of somebody's son or daughter □ 
her two grandchildren. 

granddad [‘graendaed] n = grandad, 
granddaughter ['grsendo:t3r] n the daughter of 

somebody's son or daughter, 

grand duchess n the wife of a grand duke; a 
noblewoman who has the same rank as a 
grand duke. 

grand duke n a nobleman who rules a state 
or large area of land. 

grandeur ['graend33r] n -1. [of an occasion, cer¬ 
emony] a quality that something has that 
makes it impressive and beautiful □ the se¬ 
vere grandeur of the Rockies. -2. [of a person] 
great importance. 

grandfather ['gr£endfa:d3r[ n the father of 
somebody’s father or mother, 

grandfather clock « a piece of furniture con¬ 
sisting of a clock in a tall wooden case, 

grandiose ['graendious] adj [building, plan] that is 
bigger or designed to be more impressive 
than is necessary or useful (disapproving use) 
□ He had some rather grandiose ideas about 
changing it into an opera house. 

grand jury n in the USA, a jury of 12 to 24 
people who decide whether there is enough 
evidence to charge somebody with a crime 
and hold a trial. 

grandma ['graenma:] n a word used to talk to 
or about one’s grandmother (informal use), 

grand master n a player of the very highest 
level in chess. 

grandmother ['grasnmAd3r] n the mother of 
somebody’s mother or father. 

Grand National n the Grand National an im¬ 
portant horse race that takes place each year 
at Aintree race course, near Liverpool, north¬ 
western England. 

Grand Ole Opry [-oul'Dpn] n a country music 
show that takes place near Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee. 

grandpa ['graenpa:] n a word used to talk to or 
about one’s grandfather (informal use), 

grandparents ['graenpearants] npl the parents 
of somebody’s mother or father, 

grand piano n a large piano in which the 
frame and strings are horizontal, 

grand prix [.gron pri:] (pi grands prix [,grnn- 
'pri:]) n one of a series of races in an interna¬ 
tional competition for very powerful racing 
cars. 

grand slam n the act of winning all the im¬ 
portant matches or tournaments in a par¬ 
ticular season, especially in tennis, golf, or 
rugby. 

grandson ['graensAn] n the son of somebody’s 
son or daughter. 

grandstand ['graendstasnd] n a large structure 
consisting of rows of seats and a roof, 
where people sit to watch sports matches 
and races □ We had grandstand seats. 

grand total n the final amount of something 
when everything has been added together □ 
That makes a grand total of $78. 

granite ['graenit] n a very hard rock, usually 
gray in color, that is used for buildings. 

granny ['graem] (pi grannies) n a word used to 
talk to or about one’s grandmother (informal 
use). 

granny flat « GB part of a house where some¬ 
body, especially an old relative of the fami¬ 
ly, can live separately from the other people 
in the house. 

granola [gra'noula] m US a mixture of oats, 
chopped nuts, and fruits that is usually 
served with milk and eaten as a cereal for 
breakfast □ a granola bar. 

grant [US grant, GB gra:nt] o n an amount of 
money given by the state or local govern¬ 
ment to a person or organization for a spe¬ 
cial purpose □ a grant toward relocation □ a stu¬ 
dent grant. 
o vf -1. [request, wish, permission] to agree of¬ 
ficially that somebody can have or do <sthg 
that they have asked for> □ She was granted 
an audience with the Pope. □ The prisoner's re¬ 
quest to see his wife was granted. □ a movie star 
who rarely grants interviews. -2. [logic, truth] to 
admit <sthg> to be true or correct (formal 
use). ■ I grant (that)... I admit (that)... (formal 
use) □ / grant you it's a risk, but it's worth it. 
-3. phrases to take sb for granted to expect 
that sb will always be there to help, even 
though one never thanks them □ Once they 
start taking you for granted, it's time to leave. ■ 
to take sthg for granted to expect that sthg 
will always be there and rely on it □ / had 
somehow always taken mother's interest in my 
life for granted. • to take it for granted that... 
to accept without questioning or thinking 
about it that... □ Don't take it for granted that 
I'll be there to help you. 

Grant [US grant, GB grcunt], Ulysses S. (1822- 
1885) US President from 1869 to 1877. He 
was the general in command of the Union 
army during the American Civil War. 

granulated sugar [,graenjaleitad-[ n sugar in 
the form of tiny grains. 

granule ['grasnjud] n a very small piece of 
something hard, especially of a food that 
dissolves o a granule of sugar/coffee/salt. 

grape [greip] n a small green or purple fruit 
that grows in bunches and is eaten raw or 
used for making wine □ a bunch of grapes □ 
the grape harvest. 

grapefruit ['greipfrud] (pi grapefruit or grape¬ 
fruits) n a large, round, yellow fruit that is 
like an orange but bigger and has a sourer 
taste. 

grape picking [-pikig] n the activity of picking 
grapes when they are ripe. 

grapevine ['greipvain] « -1. a plant that pro¬ 
duces grapes. -2. to hear sthg through or on 
the grapevine to get to know sthg because 
people have told each other about it in con¬ 
versation □ / heard through the grapevine that 
you were thinking of leaving us. 
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graph [US graef, GB gra:f] n a diagram that 
gives information about numbers, measure¬ 
ments etc in the form of lines or blocks □ 
The results are then plotted on a graph. 

graphic ['graefik] adj -1. [description, account] 
that is detailed and clear □ The movie contains 
graphic scenes of violence. -2. [art, work] that is 
concerned with drawing and printing. 

♦ graphics npl drawings and diagrams that 
give information □ computer graphics □ graph¬ 
ics options. 

graphic design tt the profession of designing 
books, magazines etc so that they are attrac¬ 
tive to look at. 

graphic designer « a person who uses graph¬ 
ic design in their job. 

graphic equalizer n a device for increasing 
and decreasing particular frequencies, e.g. 
on a stereo system. 

graphics card n a piece of equipment in a 
computer that allows graphics to be used. 

graphite ['grafait] n a hard black substance 
that is a type of carbon and is used to make 
tennis rackets, fishing rods, and the part of a 
pencil that makes a mark. 

graphology [grae'fDl3d3i] n the study of peo¬ 
ple’s handwriting to find out their personal¬ 
ity. 

graph paper n paper with small squares 
printed on it, used for drawing graphs on. 

grapple [ graspl] ♦ grapple with vt fus -1. to 
grapple with sb [with an attacker, thief] to take 
hold of sb and fight them, usually without 
letting go □ The old lady grappled unsuccessfully 
with her assailant. -2. to grapple with sthg (with 
a problem, difficulty] to try hard to "find the an¬ 
swer to sthg □ / found Alan grappling with a par¬ 
ticularly complicated algebra problem. 

grappling iron ['graeplirj-] n a metal bar with 
several hooks at one end that is attached to 
a rope and sometimes used to tie a ship to 
something else. 

grasp [US grasp, GB groisp] o n -1. [on an ob¬ 

ject] a firm hold □ Stephen's arm began to tire 
and gradually, slowly, he loosened his grasp. -2. 
to be in or within one's grasp to be easily 
possible for one to have or do □ Success was 
finally within our grasp. -3. [of a subject] an 
understanding and knowledge of a situation, 
language, subject etc □ / have a reasonable 
grasp of what the job involves, o vt -1. [rope, 

hand] to take a firm hold of <sthg>. -2. [point, 

significance] to be able to understand <sthg> 
□ / don't quite grasp your reasons for doing this. 
-3. [chance, opportunity] to use <sthg> □ You 
should grasp the opportunity to visit Japan while 

you can. 

grasping [US ’graespir), GB ’graisp-] adj [person] 
who always tries to get as much money as 
possible (disapproving use). 

grass [US grass, GB gra:s] o n -1. a common 
green plant that covers areas of ground, e.g. 
gardens and parks □ fields of lush grass. -2.v 
marijuana (very informal use), o vt v to grass 
on sb GB to tell the police about a crime that 

gratuity 

sb has planned or committed (very informal 
use). 

grasshopper [US 'grseshopr, GB 'grcuslmpa] n an 
insect that can jump high into the air and 
that makes a loud noise by rubbing its long 
legs against its wings. 

grassland [US 'graeslaend, GB 'gra:s-] n an area 
of land covered with grass, especially when 
it is used to feed cattle on. 

grass roots npl all the ordinary people who 
belong to a political party or organization 
but are not the leaders □ grass-roots opinion/ 
support. 

grass snake « a harmless European snake 
with a green-brown body. 

grassy [US 'graesi, GB 'gra:si] (compar grassier, 
superl grassiest) adj [bank, field] that is cov¬ 
ered with grass. 

grate [greit] o n a frame of metal bars for 
holding the coal or wood in a fireplace, o vt 
[cheese, carrots, nutmeg] to rub <sthg> 
against a rough and sharp surface to cut it 
into small pieces □ 250g of grated cheese, o vi 
[noise, laugh] to make a sharp unpleasant 
sound; [manner] to be annoying or irritating 
□ The lecturer's voice soon began to grate. □ It 
really grates on me the way she's always smiling 
and smirking, m to grate on sb's nerves to irri¬ 
tate sb very much □ After a while the children's 
constant noise began to grate on my nerves. 

grateful [’greitfl] adj [person] who feels they 
want to thank somebody for something that 
person has done for them □ I'm very grateful 
to you for all your help. □ We've received hun¬ 
dreds of letters from grateful listeners. 

gratefully fgreitfli] adv: see grateful □ He ac¬ 
cepted the loan gratefully. 

grater ['greitar] n a metal instrument with a 
rough sharp surface with holes for grating 
food □ a cheese grater. 

gratification [.grastafi'keijn] n [of one's desire, 

appetite, curiosity] see gratify. 

gratify ['graetafai] (pt & f?p> gratified) vt -1. to 
be gratified to be pleased and satisfied □ / 
was very gratified to see so many people here. 
-2. [desire, appetite, curiosity] to satisfy <sthg> 
□ I'm not going to gratify your curiosity by telling 
you what he said. 

gratifying ['graetafanr)] adj [response, change] 

^-*-4terrtnakes one feel pleased and satisfied □ It 
was so gratifying when he actually came and 
apologized. 

grating ['greitig] o adj [noise, voice] that 
sounds sharp and unpleasant. On a frame 
of metal bars, used to cover a hole or win¬ 
dow. 

gratitude ['graetabuid] « the feeling of being 
grateful □ I'd like to express my gratitude to my 
colleagues for all their help. 

gratuitous [gra't-iuutas] adj [insult, violence] that 
is done for no reason and harms or offends 
people □ movies full of gratuitous sex and vio¬ 

lence. 
gratuity [gra't-iumti] (/?/ gratuities) n an amount 

of money given to somebody for a service 
(formal use). □ 'Total does not include gratuity.' 



grave 460 

grave1 [greiv] o adj -1. [face, expression] serious 
and solemn □ Tom looked suddenly grave. 
-2. [danger, news] that is very serious and 
causes worry □ The driver of the vehicle is said 
to be in a very grave condition in the hospital, o n 
a hole in the ground where a dead person is 
buried □ The victim was buried in a shallow grave. 
■ he would turn in his grave he would be very 
upset or would disapprove if he were alive 
now o Shakespeare would turn in his grave if he 
saw what they'd done to "Hamlet"! 

grave2 [grcnv] adj e grave a letter e with a 
grave accent. 

grave accent [,gra:v-] n a symbol (') that is 
put above a letter in some languages to 
show that it is pronounced in a certain way. 

gravedigger ['greivdigarf n a person whose 
job is to dig graves. 

gravel ['graevl] « very small stones used as a 
surface for paths and roads □ a gravel path. 

graveled us, gravelled gb ['graevld] adj [path] 

that is covered with gravel, 

gravestone ['greivstoun] n a large stone that 
has the name of a dead person written on 
it, and is placed on their grave, 

graveyard l'greivja:rd] n an area of ground 
where people are buried, 

gravitate f'graeviteit] vi to gravitate toward sb/ 
sthg to be attracted by sb/sthg and gradually 
move toward them/it □ Everybody inevitably 
gravitated toward the kitchen. 

gravity ['graevati] n -1. physics the force that 
makes things fall toward the ground when 
they are dropped □ the law of gravity. -2. [of a 

situation, illness, remark] see grave □ Given the 
gravity of the situation, I think the police should 
be informed. 

gravy [’greivi] « -1. cooking a sauce served 
with meat that is made using the juices 
from the meat. -2. US money or profit that 
somebody gets without effort, 

gravy boat n a small long dish used for serv¬ 
ing gravy. 

gravy train n the gravy train something, e.g. a 
job or position, that allows somebody to get 
a lot of money for very little work (disap¬ 
proving use). 

gray US, grey gb [grei] o adj -1. [clouds, sky, 

beard] that has a color that is like black and 
white mixed together □ a small man with 
light-gray hair. -2. to go gray [hair] to become 
gray, usually because one is old; [person] to 
have hair that is going gray □ He or His hair is 
starting to go gray at the sides. -3. [face, skin] 

that looks pale and unhealthy because of 
fear, illness etc □ Her face looked gray with 
tiredness. -4. [sky, light, day] that is not bright 
because there is no sun; [image, lifestyle, 

town] that is not interesting or exciting □ It 
was gray and wet all day. □ a dull, gray little man 
with little to say for himself, 

o n the color that is like black and white 
mixed together □ schoolboys all dressed in 
gray. 
o vi [hair, person] to go gray, 

gray area n an aspect of a subject, law, activ¬ 

ity etc that is not clearly defined or under¬ 
stood and that people have difficulty dealing 
with □ The issue of compensation is something 
of a gray area. 

gray-haired ]-‘heord] adj [person] who has gray 
hair □ a little gray-haired old lady. 

graying us, greying gb ['grenrj] adj [hair] that 
is becoming gray □ a tall man with thin, graying 
hair. 

gray matter n -1. medicine the material that 
the brain is made of. -2. intelligence (infor¬ 
mal use) □ / don't think Bob's got too much in the 
way of gray matter upstairs. 

grayscale us, greyscale GB ['greiskeil] n the 
shades of gray that represent colored infor¬ 
mation when it is shown on a black and 
white screen. 

gray squirrel n a type of squirrel with gray 
fur. 

graze [greiz] o vt -1. [knee, elbow] to break the 
surface of the skin of <a part of the body> 
by accidentally rubbing it against something 
rough or hard □ She fell and grazed her knee. 
-2. [surface, treetops, roof] to touch <sthg> 
lightly when passing it □ The plane just grazed 
the treetops as it began to land. -3. [cattle, 

sheep] to keep <animals> in a particular area 
so that they can eat grass; [field, meadow] to 
feed on the grass in <an area of land> □ 
Cows grazed the nearby field, o vi [cattle, sheep] 

to eat grass in a field, meadow etc □ sheep 
grazing in the field, o « a slight wound or in¬ 
jury on somebody’s skin □ It's nothing, just a 
graze, that's all. 

GRE (abbr of Graduate Record Examination) n 
in the USA, an exam taken by graduates 
who want to go to graduate school. 

grease [gri:s] o « -1. [from an animal] the soft 
fat of an animal when it is cooked. -2. [for 

machines] a thick oily substance that is put 
on the moving parts of engines and ma¬ 
chines to make them work more smoothly □ 
Hal wiped the grease from his hands before pick¬ 
ing up the phone. -3. [on one's skin] an oily 
substance, especially that produced by 
somebody’s skin, o vt [engine, machine, baking 

tray] to put grease on <sthg> □ Grease the 
dish before adding the cake mixture. 

grease gun n a device for putting grease in 
special holes in machines to make them 
work more smoothly. 

greasepaint ['grkspeint] n an oily substance 
used as make-up by actors. 

greaseproof paper [,gri:spru:f-] n GB paper 
that does not let grease pass through it, 
used in cooking. 

greasy ['griisi] (compar greasier, super I greasi¬ 
est) adj [tools, fingers, clothes] that is covered 
in grease; [food] that contains a lot of grease 
because it has been cooked in oil, fat etc; 
[skin, hair] that produces a lot of grease □ 
Don't touch that with your greasy handsi □ The 
rolls were nice, if a little greasy. □ an adolescent 
with bad skin and greasy hair. 

greasy spoon n a cheap restaurant where 
fried food is served (informal use). 
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great [greit] o adj -1. (care, pleasure, friend] 

large in degree; (age, number, majority] large in 
amount; [object, animal] large in size □ The ex¬ 
hibition was a great success. □ It would give me 
great pleasure if you would join us for dinner. □ A 
great crowd of people had gathered outside the 
theater. □ A great number of the people who 
were here already knew the result. □ a great big 
bear. -2. (leader, city, achievement] very impres¬ 
sive or important □ This is a great day for our 
country. -3. [idea, party, vacation] very good (in¬ 
formal use) □ / had a great time on vacation in 
Florida. □ “We could go to the movies." — 
"What a great idea!" □ Are you coming too? 
That's great! 

o npl the greats people, e.g. movie stars or 
writers, who everybody agrees are the best 
in their field □ one of the all-time greats of 
basketball. 

o excl a word used to show one approves of 
something that has just been said or done □ 
"We've won!"— “Great!" 

Great Barrier Reef: the Great Barrier Reef the 
largest coral reef in the world, 30 to 90 
miles off the northeastern coast of Australia. 
It is a popular tourist attraction. 

Great Britain a term used to refer to England, 
Scotland, and Wales, considered as a politi¬ 
cal unit. 
NOTE: Compare United Kingdom. 

greatcoat ['greitkout] n a thick overcoat, worn 
especially by soldiers. 

Great Dane n a type of very large dog with a 
smooth coat. 

Great Depression n the Great Depression a 
serious economic crisis that began in the 
USA in 1929 and lasted until the 1940s. 

It THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, 
millions of people throughout the world lost 
their jobs when businesses failed and there 
was little demand for goods. One of the 
causes of these bad business conditions was 
the Wall Street Crash in 1929, when a huge 
number of stocks on the New York Stock 
Exchange lost their value. The period that 
followed was especially difficult in the USA, 
where about 17 million people were unem¬ 
ployed and had no government money to 
help them. 

Greater ['greita1"] adj that includes the areas 
surrounding the center of a particular city a 
Greater Atlanta/London. 

great-grandchild n the child of somebody’s 
grandson or granddaughter, 

great-grandfather n the grandfather of 
somebody’s mother or father, 

great-grandmother n the grandmother of 
somebody’s mother or father. 

Great Lakes: the Great Lakes a group of five 
lakes in North America, between Canada 
and the USA: Lake Superior, Lake Huron, 
Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, and Lake Michigan, 

greatly ['greitli] adv very much □ I greatly ad¬ 

mire your work. □ Her singing has improved 
greatly. 

greatness ['greitnss] n (of a leader, city, achieve¬ 

ment] see great. 

Great Plains: the Great Plains an area of high 
plains in North America, east of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Great Salt Lake: the Great Salt Lake a large 
shallow lake in Utah, USA, that contains 
very salty water. 

Great Wall of China: the Great Wall of China 
a veiy long wall built across northern China 
in ancient times as a defense against invaders. 

Great War n = World War I. 

Grecian ['griijn] adj [vase, temple, style] that 
was made in ancient Greece or in the style 
of ancient Greece. 

Greece [gri:s] a country in southeastern 
Europe that includes many Mediterranean 
islands as well as the most southeasterly 
part of the European mainland, size: 132,000 
sq kms. population: 10,500,000 (Greeks). 
capital: Athens, language: Greek, currency: 
drachma, official name: Hellenic Republic. 

greed [gri:d] « the desire for more of some¬ 
thing than one needs □ He was motivated 
purely by greed. 

greedily ['griidili] adv [eat, drink] see greedy □ 
Mo was looking greedily at the cake. 

greedy [’griidi] (conipar greedier, superl greedi¬ 
est) adj -1. [person, animal] that wants more 
food than they need or should have □ Don't 
be so greedy! -2. [person] who wants more of 
something than they need or should have □ 
He was greedy for power. 

Greek [gri:k] o rt -1. a person who lives in or 
comes from Greece. -2. the language spoken 
in Greece in ancient or modem times, o adj: 
a Greek temple/meal. 

green [grim] o adj -1. [paint, eyes, fields] that 
has the same color as grass or leaves □ green 
and white stripes □ a pale-green dress. -2. 
[tomato, banana] that is not ripe; [wood] that is 
not ready to be used □ The wood won't burn if 
it's green. -3. [activist, politics, issues] that is 
concerned with the protection of the envi¬ 
ronment □ They belong to a green organization. 
□ a green detergent. -4. [person, face] that 
looks pale or unhealthy, especially because 
of fear or illness (informal use) □ You're looking 
a little green this morning! Do you have a hang¬ 
over? -5. [worker, youngster, recruit] who do,es 
not have much experience (informal use). 
-6. to be green (with envy) to be very envi¬ 
ous □ Teresa will be green with envy when she 
sees my new dress. 
o n -1. the color of grass or leaves. ■ in 
green in green paint, materials, clothes etc □ 
She was dressed in green. -2. [in a village] an 
area of grass in a village or town, usually in 
the center □ cricket on the village green. -3. 
sport on a golf course, the area of smooth 
grass around each hole. 

♦ Green n a member of a political movement 
concerned with the protection of the envi¬ 
ronment. ■ the Greens the political move- 
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ment concerned with the protection of the 
environment. 

♦ greens npl the leaves of green vegetables 
such as cabbage that are cooked and eaten □ 
Eat up your greens — they're good for you. 

greenback ['griinbaek] n US a dollar bill (infor¬ 
mal use). 

green bean n a plant that has thin green 
pods that are eaten as a vegetable, 

green belt « GB an area of land around a 
town or city where no factories or houses 
are allowed to be built. 

Green Beret n the Green Berets the members 
of the American or British army that are speci¬ 
ally trained as commandos (informal use), 

green card n -1. an official document that al¬ 
lows a foreigner to work in the USA. It is 
usually temporary. -2. in Britain, a docu¬ 
ment used by motorists when they go 
abroad that shows they have insurance for 
their car. 

Green Cross Code n gb a set of rules to help 
children to cross the road safely. 

Greene [gri:n], Graham (1904-1991) a British 
writer who became a Catholic. Many of his 
novels, such as Brighton Rock and The Power 
and the Glory, have religious themes, 

greenery ['grimari] n green plants that make a 
room or area look attractive □ All we could 
see was a huge expanse of greenery. 

green fingers npl GB to have green fingers to 
be good at growing plants and flowers, 

greenfly ['grimflai] (pi greenfly or greenflies) n 
a tiny green insect with wings that harms 
plants. 

greengage ['gri:ngeid3] n a juicy light-green 
fruit like a plum. 

greengrocer ['gri:ngrous3r] n a person who 
has a store that sells fruit and vegetables. ■ 
a greengrocer's a store that sells fruit and 
vegetables □ Can you get me some lettuce at 
the greengrocer's? 

greenhouse ['grimhaus, pi -hauziz] ti a building 
with glass walls and a glass roof, used for 
growing plants that need heat, light, and 
protection from bad weather, 

greenhouse effect n the greenhouse effect 
the gradual increase in the temperature of 
the air around the Earth, caused by gases 
such as carbon dioxide. 

greenish ['grimij] adj [color, eyes] slightly 
green. 

Greenland ['grimbnd] a large, self-governing 
Danish island in the Arctic Ocean, northeast 
of Canada. 

green light n to give sb the green light to give 
sb permission to do something □ We've got¬ 
ten the green light to go ahead with the project. 

green onion n us a small onion with a long 
green stem, usually eaten raw. 

green paper n a document, published by the 
British government, that contains ideas about 
a particular subject that it wants people, in¬ 
cluding Parliament, to study and discuss. 
NOTE: Compare white paper. 

Green Party n the Green Party a political par¬ 
ty that is concerned with the protection of 
the environment. 

Greenpeace ['grimpfis] n an international or¬ 
ganization that takes action to stop people 
who are harming the environment, e.g. peo¬ 
ple who are killing whales or dumping poi¬ 
sonous waste. 

green salad n a salad consisting mostly of 
green vegetables such as lettuce, often 
served with another dish. 

green thumb n US to have a green thumb to 
be good at growing plants and flowers. 

Greenwich Village [,gremtj-] an area in New 
York City, USA, famous for its artists and 
writers. 

greet [gri:t] vt -1. [friend, colleague, family mem¬ 

ber] to say something to <sb>, or do some¬ 
thing, to show that one is happy to meet or 
see them □ When I arrived at the train station 
there was nobody there to greet me. -2. [speech, 

announcement, remark] to react to <sthg> in a 
particular way □ The banks greeted the news 
with enthusiasm. -3. [person] to be immediate¬ 
ly noticeable to <sb> when they arrive some¬ 
where □ The sound of heavy gunfire greeted us 
on our arrival. 

greeting ['griitirj] n something that one says, 
such as “Good morning”, or does when meet¬ 
ing somebody □ He smiled in friendly greeting. 

♦ greetings npl a word written on some¬ 
thing, e.g. a greeting card, to express one’s 
good wishes to somebody □ 'Birthday greet¬ 
ings. ' 

greeting card us, greetings card gb n a card 
with a picture on the front and a friendly 
message inside, sent to somebody on a spe¬ 
cial occasion such as their birthday. 

W GREETING CARDS 

In large towns in the USA, Britain, and Aus¬ 
tralia, there are stores that sell nothing but 
greeting cards. People send these cards to 
their friends or family on special occasions 
such as Christmas or Easter, or on Mother’s 
Day or Father’s Day. They can also be sent 
to someone on their birthday, or when they 
have got married or had a baby. In the USA, 
there are also cards for occasions such as 
Grandparents’ Day and Secretaries’ Day. 

gregarious [gri'geams] adj [person] who likes 
being with other people. 

gremlin ['gremlin] n a small imaginary being 
that is said to cause problems in machines 
(informal use). 

Grenada [gra'neida] a country in the Carib¬ 
bean consisting of the island of Grenada and 
several neighboring islands, size: 344 sq 
kms. population: 100,000 (Grenadians). capi¬ 

tal: St. George’s, language: English, curren¬ 

cy: East Caribbean dollar. 

grenade [grs'neid] n a small bomb designed to 
be thrown by hand. 

grenadier [,gren3'di3r] « a soldier who is a 
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member of a special regiment in the British 
army. 

grew [gru:] past tense of grow, 

grey adj & n GB = gray. 

greyhound ['greihaond] n a dog with a thin 
body and long legs that can run very fast. 

Greyhound™ n a bus belonging to a large bus 
company in the USA that travels long dis¬ 
tances □ I'll take a Greyhound to San Francisco. 

greying « GB = graying, 

greyscale ['greiskeil] n GB = grayscale, 

grid [grid] n -1. [of bars] a framework of metal 
bars, used to cover a hole or window. -2. [of 

lines] a system of straight lines that cross 
each other to form little squares, 

griddle ['gridl] « a flat, heavy, metal plate on 
which food can be cooked directly □ griddle 
cakes. 

gridiron ['gridai3rn] n -1. cooking a framework 
of metal bars, used for cooking meat or fish 
over a fire. -2. US sport an area of ground 
with white markings on it, where football is 
played. 

gridlock ['gridlDk] n a traffic jam in which cars 
cannot move in any direction, 

grid reference « the letters and numbers that 
help one to find a place on a map by fol¬ 
lowing the lines printed on it and seeing 
where they meet. 

grief [gri:f] « -1. [of a person] extreme sadness, 
caused especially by somebody’s death □ 
You will have to learn to come to terms with your 
grief. -2. to give or cause sb grief to make 
trouble for sb (informal use) □ That guy's 
caused us a lot of grief over this Pepsi deal. 
-3. to come to grief GB [person] to get hurt; 
[plan, deal, company] to fail □ The whole project 
came to grief when they were refused a bank 
loan, ■ good grief! an exclamation used to 
show one is surprised or shocked, 

grief-stricken adj [person] who feels grief be¬ 
cause something bad has happened recently, 

grievance [’griivns] n something that causes 
somebody to complain, especially because 
they feel they have been badly treated at 
work □ The workers would welcome a chance to 
air their grievances. 

grieve [gri:v] o vt it grieves me to... it makes 
me sad to... (informal use) □ It grieves me to 
hear you talk in this way. o vi to feel extremely 
sad, especially because somebody has died □ 
She was grieving for her dead child. 

grieving ['griivir)] n: see grieve □ a group of 
grieving relatives. 

grievous bodily harm [.griivss-] n gb law se¬ 
rious physical harm or injury done by one 
person to another. 

Griffith ['grifiG], D. W. (1875-1948) a US 
movie maker, who experimented with new 
techniques. His work includes The Birth of a 

Nation. 

grill [gril] o n -1. GB [in an oven] a metal shelf 
where food can be cooked quickly under di¬ 
rect heat from above □ Give the fish five min¬ 
utes under the grill. -2. [over a fire] a frame of 

metal bars, used for cooking food over a 
fire. -3. food that has been grilled, especially 
bacon, chops, sausages etc □ a mixed grill, 
o vt -1. [meat, fish, vegetables] to cook 
<food> using strong direct heat from above 
or below □ grilled peppers. -2. [prisoner, sus¬ 

pect, interviewee] to ask <sb> a lot of ques¬ 
tions in an aggressive way □ The interview 
panel grilled candidates on their career goals. 

grille [gril] n a frame of metal bars or wires 
over a window or door or in front of a piece 
of machinery. 

grim [grim] (compar grimmer, superl grimmest) 
adj -1. [face, expression] that looks serious 
and worried o Sam came out of the meeting 
looking grim. -2. [place, day] that is unpleasant 
and depressing; [situation, news] that is seri¬ 
ous and not likely to get better □ The weath¬ 
er was cold and grim. □ Things are looking grim. 

grimace [gri'mss] o « a look on a person’s 
face that shows they are angry, annoyed, in 
pain etc □ "How disgustingI" she said with a gri¬ 
mace. o vi to make a grimace □ He grimaced 
with pain. 

grime [graim] « dirt that covers a surface in a 
dark layer □ The miners' faces were covered in 
grime. 

grimly ['grimli] adv -1. [think, smile, watch] in a 
way that shows no pleasure at all □ "Yes," 
he said, nodding grimly. -2. [struggle, defend] 

with a strong desire to succeed □ She strug¬ 
gled grimly to keep a hold on the rope. 

Grim Reaper n the Grim Reaper a symbol of 
death, usually shown as a skeleton wearing 
a hood and carrying a scythe. 

grimy [’graimi] (compar grimier, superl grimiest) 
adj [surface, city, hand] that is covered with a 
layer of dirt □ All we could see was one grimy 
factory after another. 

grin [grin] fpt & pp grinned, cont grinning) o « 
a very wide smile □ "Hello there!" he said with 
a grin, o vi to give a very wide smile □ What 
are you grinning at? □ Ma was grinning from ear 
to ear. ■ to grin and bear it to experience dif¬ 
ficulties or an unpleasant situation without 
complaining. 

grind [graind] [pt & pp ground) o vt -1. [wheat, 

coffee, pepper] to crush <sthg> into small 
pieces or a fine powder □ Our coffee is ground 
by hand. -2. [dirt, ash, cigarette] to press <sthg> 
with great force against the surface of some¬ 
thing else □ He ground the cigarette into the car¬ 
pet. ■ to grind one's teeth to move one's 
upper and lower teeth against each other 
with one’s mouth closed, o vi [car gears, en¬ 

gine] to make a sharp scraping sound, o « 
-1. hard boring work that one hates doing □ 
the daily grind. -2. US a person who studies 
hard for exams (informal use). 

♦ grind down vt sep to grind sb down [enemy, 

worker] to make sb weak and obedient by 
treating them badly. 

♦ grind up vt sep to grind sthg up [glass, pow¬ 

der] to crush sthg into small pieces or a fine 
powder. 

grinder ['graind3r] n a device or machine for 
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crushing substances into small pieces □ a 
coffee/pepper grinder. 

grinding [’graindirj] adj grinding poverty/misery 
very great poverty/misery. 

grinning ['grinir)] adj [person, face] that has a 
grin. 

grip [grip] (pt & pp gripped, cont gripping) o n 

-1. [on an object] the act of holding some¬ 
thing firmly; [on a situation, of the facts] the 
act of controlling something well □ He has a 
strong grip, o He's got a good grip on the situa¬ 
tion. * to be in the grip of sthg [of winter, re¬ 

cession] to be influenced or controlled by 
sthg □ The country was in the grip of a deep re¬ 
cession. m to come or get to grips with sthg 
[with a job, situation] to begin to understand 
and deal with sthg new or difficult □ She 
can't seem to get to grips with the fact that Mike 
has left for good. ■ to get a grip on oneself to 
control oneself and stop being very excited, 
angry, or upset □ Look, get a grip on yourself, 
you're acting like a hysterical child! m to lose 
one's grip to lose one’s ability to deal with 
difficult situations or with life in general □ 
I'm sorry to say it, but Matt is really losing his 
grip. -2. [of tires, shoes! the ability to grip the 
surface of something such as the road, and 
not to slip □ These boots are losing their grip. 
-3. [of handlebars, a camera] the handle or the 
part of something by which it is held. 
-4. [for holding things] a bag in which some¬ 
body keeps their belongings when they are 
traveling. 
o vf -1. [hand, steering wheel, arm] to take 
<sthg> and hold it firmly □ He gripped me by 
the arm. -2. [road] to hold the surface of 
<sthg> firmly and not slip □ These tires grip 
the road well. -3. [imagination, attention, country] 

to affect <sthg> powerfully □ The whole class 
was gripped by Mr Saunders' story. 

gripe [graip] (informal use) On a complaint □ 
Students always have some gripes about their 
classes, o vi to complain all the time □ Stop 
griping and get on with it! 

gripping ['gripirj] adj [story, movie, play] that 
holds all of one’s attention □ / found it really 
gripping, right up until the end. 

grisly ['grizli] (compar grislier, superl grisliest) 
adj [scene, sight, story] that is very unpleasant 
because it involves death, corpses, etc □ 
There was a grisly bit when he gets his eyes 
poked out. 

grist [grist] n to be (all) grist to one's or the 
mill to be useful for a particular purpose that 
one has □ Oh, any information's welcome — it's 
all grist to the mill. 

gristle fgrisl] n the tough part of meat that 
cannot be eaten. 

gristly [’gnsli] (compar gristlier, superl gristliest) 
adj [meat, pork] that contains a lot of gristle. 

grit [grit] (pt & pp gritted, cont gritting) o « 
-1. [on a road] very small pieces of stone. 
-2. [of a person] courage and a strong desire 
to do something (informal use) o You have to 
have a lot of grit to survive here, o vt [road, sur¬ 

face, path] to put grit on <sthg> to make it 
less slippery in icy weather. 

♦ grits npl US finely ground com served as a 
cereal or with other food. 

gritty ['griti] (compar grittier, superl grittiest) 
adj -1. [surface, road, floor] that is covered 
with grit □ sitting on the sand eating gritty 
cheese sandwiches. -2. [person, determination, 

performance] that shows a lot of courage (in¬ 
formal use). 

grizzled ['grizld] adj [hair, beard] that is gray or 
partly gray; [person] who has gray hair. 

grizzly ['grizli] (pi grizzlies) n grizzly (bear) a 
large bear with gray and brown fur that 
lives in North America. 

groan [groun] o « a long low shout or cry of 
pain, disappointment, or sadness □ We heard 
a groan coming from the other room, o vi -1. 
[person] to make a groan □ He groaned loudly 
in his sleep. -2. [table, door] to make a loud, 
harsh, creaking sound □ The table was literally 
groaning with food. 

grocer ['grousa1] n a person who sells gro¬ 
ceries in a store. ■ a grocer's a store that 
sells groceries □ / need to get some sugar from 
the grocer's. 

groceries [’grousariz] npl food that is bought 
from a store fresh, or in cans, packets etc □ 
We get all our groceries from the supermarket. 

grocery cart [’grousari-] n US a metal basket 
on wheels used to collect groceries in a 
supermarket. 

grocery store n US a large store that sells 
food and household goods where customers 
serve themselves and pay at the exit. 

grog [grog] n AUS alcoholic drink (informal use). 

groggy [’grngi] (compar groggier, superl groggi¬ 
est) adj [person] who feels weak, tired, and 
confused o He was still groggy after the anes¬ 
thetic. 

groin [groin] n the area of the body where the 
legs join the body at the front □ She kneed 
him in the groin. 

groom [gruim] o n -1. a person whose job is 
to look after horses. -2. = bridegroom, o vr 
-1. [horse, dog] to look after <an animal> by 
cleaning and brushing it. -2. to prepare <sb> 
for a particular role or position □ I've 
groomed him for the top job. 

groomed [gruimd] adj well/badly groomed [per¬ 

son] who is well/badly dressed and looks 
neat/messy. 

groove [gruiv] n a narrow line cut into the 
surface of something such as a record or a 
piece of wood □ The water runs along a narrow 
groove in the stone. 

grope [group] o vt -1. to grope one's way to 
try to get somewhere by feeling with one’s 
hands because one cannot see □ Suzi groped 
her way carefully along the corridor. -2. to touch 
the body of <sb> for sexual pleasure, usu- 
ally against their will (informal and disapprov¬ 
ing use) □ My boss tried to grope me. o vi to 
grope (about) for sthg [for a flashlight, switch] 

to search for sthg that one cannot see by 
using one’s hands; [for an answer, word] to try 
but fail to find sthg that one wants to say □ 
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/ groped around in the dark for a candle. □ It was 
obvious she was just groping for an excuse. 

gross [grous] {pi gross) o adj -1. gross weight 
total weight, including the box, container 
etc. ■ one's gross salary/earnings etc one’s 
total salary/eamings etc, before money has 
been taken off it, e.g. for tax □ $10,000? Do 
you mean net or gross? -2. gross misconduct/ 
negligence very serious and unacceptable 
misconduct/negligence (formal use) □ He was 
accused of gross professional misconduct. -3. 
[person, behavior, idea] disgusting (informal use) 
□ How gross! -4. very fat (informal use) □ Fat? 
He was grossl o n a group or set of 144 
things □ five gross, o vt to earn <a sum of 
money> as a total amount that is gross □ 
They were grossing $3,000,000 a year. 

gross domestic product n the total value of 
all goods and services produced by a coun¬ 
try in a year, not including goods and ser¬ 
vices it produces abroad, 

grossly [’grousli] adv grossly unfair/overweight 
etc extremely unfair/overweight etc □ / think 
these city bankers are grossly overpaid. 

gross national product « the total value of 
all goods and services produced by a coun¬ 
try in a year. 

gross profit n the total amount of profit 
made by a company before taxes and other 
deductions. 

grotesque [grou'tesk] adj (figure, appearance] 

very ugly and unpleasant in a way that is 
frightening or funny □ It was grotesque the 
way she tried to make herself look younger. 

grotto ['grntou] (pi grottoes or grottos) « a 

cave, usually man-made, that is small and 
attractive. 

grotty ['groti] (compar grottier, superl grottiest) 
adj GB [apartment, room, town] that looks dirty 

and in bad condition (informal use) □ a grotty 
bedsit. 

grouchy f'graotji] (compar grouchier, superl 
grouchiest) adj [person] who is bad-tempered, 

complains a lot, and is rude (informal use) □ 
Ignore Alan, he's always grouchy in the mornings. 

ground [graund] o past tense & past participle 
of grind. 
o n -1. the surface of the earth. ■ above 
ground on or above the surface of the earth. 
■ below ground below the surface of the 
earth □ He lay there on the ground, very still. □ / 
could see tiny figures standing waving on the 
ground below us. ■ to be thin on the ground to 
be rare □ Good decorators are thin on the 
ground. ■ to get sthg off the ground to start 
sthg □ We've been trying for a long time to get 
this project off the ground. -2. an area of empty 
land □ This is holy ground. □ waste ground. 
-3. an area of land used for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ a football/sports ground □ a parade 
ground. -4. to be on dangerous/safe ground to 
feel unsure/sure about what one is dealing 
with or talking about □ / knew I was on 
dangerous/safe ground. ■ to break fresh or new 
ground to make a new discovery or to start 
something that has not been done before □ 
Well, you're scarcely breaking new ground, are 

you? -5. to gain ground to make progress or 
to gain an advantage □ The jeeps were rapidly 
gaining ground on us. ■ to lose ground to lose 
an advantage or not make enough progress 
o Smith s are losing ground to their competitors. 
-6. US electricity a wire that connects an 
electrical appliance with the ground. 
-7. phrases to cut the ground from under sb's 
feet to make a situation difficult for sb by 
preventing them from saying or doing what 
they intended to. ■ to go to ground GB to 
hide for a period of time. ■ to run sb/sthg to 
ground GB to find sb/sthg after a long and 
careful search. ■ to stand one's ground not to 
let oneself be forced to do what one does 
not want to do. 

o vf -1. to be grounded on or in sthg [on fact, 
certainty, knowledge] to be based on sthg □ 
Our success is grounded on years of experience. 
-2. aviation to stop <a pilot, aircraft> etc 
from flying o He's been grounded. -3. [son, 
daughter] to stop <a young person> from go¬ 
ing out for a period of time as a punishment 
□ My best friend has been grounded for a week. 
-4. US electricity to be grounded to be con¬ 
nected to the ground with a wire. 

♦ grounds npl -1. [for doing something] a good 
reason for doing or thinking something □ 
Such behavior constitutes grounds for divorce. □ 
You have no grounds for complaint/complaining, m 
on the grounds of because of □ The case was 
dismissed on the grounds of insufficient evi¬ 
dence. ■ on the grounds that because □ She 
asked him to leave on the grounds that he was 
encouraging disruption in the class. -2. [of a build¬ 

ing] the land that surrounds and belongs to a 
building □ the school/hospital grounds. -3. [for 

an activity] an area of land where a particular 
activity, e.g. hunting or fishing, takes place □ 
fishing/hunting grounds. -4. [of coffee] the small 
pieces of coffee beans that are left at the 
bottom of a pot, cup etc when the coffee 
has been drunk □ coffee grounds. 

ground beef n finely chopped beef, 

groundcloth rgraundklnG] n US = groundsheet. 

ground control n the people and equipment 
that guide the flights of aircraft and space¬ 
craft. 

ground cover n the layer of thick low plants 
that cover the surface of the ground, 

ground crew n the people whose job is to 
take care of and repair aircraft and space¬ 
craft when they are on the ground and to 
monitor their flights. 

ground floor « the part of a building that is 
level with the ground outside □ a ground-floor 
office. 

groundhog ['graondhDg] a small furry animal 
in North America that lives in holes in the 
ground. 

Groundhog Day n in the USA, a holiday cel¬ 
ebrated on February 2. 

ground-in adj [dirt, grease] that has been rubbed 
deeply into the surface of something, 

grounding ['graundirfi n a knowledge of the 
basic principles or skills of a particular sub¬ 
ject □ / acquired a good grounding in chemistry. 
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groundless ['graundbs] adj [fear, suspicion] that 
is not necessary because there is no reason 
for it □ The doctor told her that her worries were 
groundless. 

ground level « at ground level on the floor of 
a building that is level with the ground; at 
the level of the ground. 

groundnut ['graundnAt] n GB a peanut. 

ground plan n a plan of the street level of a 
building. 

ground rent « rent paid by the owner of a 
building to the owner of the land which it is 
built on. 

ground rules npl the basic rules or principles 
that control the way a particular thing must 
be done. 

groundsheet [’graundfiit] n a piece of water¬ 
proof material placed on the ground, espe¬ 
cially in a tent. 

groundskeeper ['graundski:par] n US a person 

whose job is to look after a park or sports 

field. 

groundsman ['graundzman] (pi groundsmen 
[-man]) n GB = groundskeeper. 

ground Staff n -1. the people whose job is to 
take care of a sports ground. -2. GB the peo¬ 
ple whose job is to take care of and repair 
aircraft and monitor their flights. 

groundswell ['graundswel] n a groundswell of 
.feeling/opinion a rapid growth in the num¬ 
ber of people who have the same feeling or 
opinion. 

groundwork [’graundw3:rk] n the important 
work that is done before a plan, study, ac¬ 
tivity etc can be successfully completed □ 
Our marketing department is laying the ground¬ 
work for the company's expansion. 

group [gru:p] o tt -1. [of people, things] a num¬ 
ber of people or things that are together at a 
particular moment □ /A small group of people 
stood waiting outside. □ The teacher told the stu¬ 
dents to form a group. -2. [of protesters, activ¬ 

ists, feminists] an organization of people who 
share an interest or aim □ an action group □ a 

drama group. -3. business a number of compa¬ 
nies joined together in the same organiza¬ 
tion □ a newspaper group. -4. [in society] a 
number of people or things that are similar 
because they share a quality, skill etc □ an 
age/income group. -5. music a small number of 
people who play music together □ a member 
of a rock group. 
o vt to put <one or more people or things> 
into a group or groups somewhere □ The stu¬ 
dents are grouped according to ability, 

o vi to group (together) to come to a particu¬ 
lar place at the same time, or form an or¬ 
ganization for a particular purpose □ They 
were all grouped together under the heading 
"Lilies 

group captain n in the UK, a senior officer in 
the air force, above a wing commander but 
below an air commodore in rank. 

groupie ['gruipi] n a person who is a fan of 
somebody famous, especially a girl who fol¬ 

lows a pop star on tour to have sex with 

him (informal use). 

group practice « a group of doctors who 
work together as a business in the same 

building. 

group therapy n a form of treatment for a 
group of people who come together to dis¬ 
cuss a problem they all have. 

grouse [graus] {pi sense 1 grouse or grouses, pi 
sense 2 grouses) o n -1. a bird that is shot 
for sport, especially on the Scottish moors; 
the meat of this bird eaten as food. -2. 
[about a problem] a complaint (informal use) □ / 
have just one small grouse to make, o vi to 
complain (informal use) □ There's no use grous¬ 
ing about it. 

grove [groov] n an area planted with trees □ 
an orange/a lemon grove □ a grove of trees. 

grovel [US 'grAvl, GB 'grovl] (US pt & pp grov¬ 
eled, cont groveling, GB pt & pp grovelled, cont 
grovelling) vi to show too much eagerness to 
please somebody, especially because they 
are powerful or important (disapproving use) 
□ He was groveling to his boss as usual. □ Do 
you expect me to grovel? 

grow [grou] (pt grew, pp grown) o vi 
-1. [person, animal, company] to become bigger 
□ The children have grown so much, I hardly rec¬ 
ognize them! □ The town has grown a lot in the 
last few years. -2. [hair, beard] to become long¬ 
er. -3. [traffic, feeling, investment] to increase □ 
Our friendship grew over the years. □ Sales are 
growing at a rate of 3% per annum. -4. [plant, 

flower, mold] to be alive in a particular place 
□ There were poppies growing in the fields. -5. 

to become □ It grew dark. □ He grew tired/faint/ 
angry. □ I've grown used to the noise now. -6. to 
grow to like/hate etc sthg to begin to like/ 
hate etc sthg after a long period of time □ 
I've grown to respect him. 
o vt -1. [fruit, vegetable, crop] to put <a plant> 
in the ground and help it to grow □ They 
grow potatoes around these parts. -2. to grow 
one's hair to allow one’s hair to grow long. 
■ to grow a beard/mustache to allow a 
beard/mustache to grow on one’s face. 

♦ grow apart vi [people, family, friends] to be¬ 
gin to be less close and to have different 
ideas and interests □ Gradually, she began to 
grow apart from Jake. 

♦ grow into vt fus -1. to grow into sthg [into 

one's shoes, shirt] to become big enough to 
be able to wear sthg □ / know it's a little big, 
honey, but you'll soon grow into it. -2. to grow 
into sthg [into a man, woman, adult] to become 
sthg over a long period of time □ She's 
grown into a good-looking girl! 

♦ grow on vt fus to grow on sb [idea, name] to 

become gradually more liked by sb (informal 

use) □ It sounded stupid to begin with, but gradu¬ 
ally the idea began to grow on me. 

♦ grow out vi [hairstyle, dye] to disappear 
gradually from one’s hair as it grows □ How 
long will it take my perm to grow out completely? 

♦ grow out of vt fus -1. to grow out of sthg 
[out of one's trousers, shirt, shoes] to become 
too big for sthg □ Jamie grows out of all his 
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clothes so quickly these days! -2. to grow out of 
sthg [out of a hobby, interest, habit] to become 
too old to be interested in sthg □ Don't worry, 
he 'll soon grow out of it. 

♦ grow up vi -1. [person] to become an adult 
□ What do you want to do when you grow up? □ 
Why don't you just grow up and stop being so 
stupid! -2. [custom, feeling] to develop gradu¬ 
ally; [town, city] to gradually get larger □ The 
tea ceremony was something that had grown up 
over the centuries. 

grower ('groosr] « a person who grows plants, 
vegetables etc in order to sell them. 

growl [graul] o n -1. [of an animal] a deep un¬ 
friendly sound made by an animal, e.g. a 
dog or lion □ The dog gave a low growl. -2. [of 
a machine] a low noise made by an engine or 
piece of machinery that sounds like the 
growl of an animal. -3. [of a person] a harsh 
angry sound made by a person □ "Take your 
hands off!" he said with a growl, o vi -1. [dog] 
to make a growl. -2. [engine] to make a 
sound like the growl of an animal. -3. [per¬ 
son] to speak in a low angry voice □ "Hurry 
up!" he growled. 

grown [groun] o past participle of grow, o adj 
[man, woman] adult □ To think that a grown man 
could behave like that! 

grown-up o adj -1. [son, daughter] adult □ We 
have two grown-up children. -2. [girl, boy] who 
behaves in a mature way □ She seemed very 
grown-up for her age. o n an adult □ Tonight 
you can eat with the grown-ups, Billy. 

growth [grouG] n -1. [of the economy, population, 
a person] an increase or development in size, 
value, importance, or ability □ After a short 
period of rapid growth, the economy went into re¬ 
cession again. -2. medicine a lump that is not 
normal, e.g. a tumor that grows in or on a 
person’s body. 

growth rate « the rate or speed at which 
something is increasing or developing in size 
or value. 

GRSM (abbr of Graduate of the Royal Schools 
of Music) n a tide given to music graduates 
in Britain. 

grub [grAb] « -1. an insect at the stage when 
it still looks like a small white worm. -2. 
food (informal use) □ Does anyone want some 
grub? 

grubby 1'grAbi] (compar grubbier, superl grubbi¬ 
est) adj [hand, piece of clothing, child] that has 
become dirty over a period of time, and 
needs washing □ Don't put your grubby hands 
on my nice clean tablecloth. 

grudge [grAd3] o n a feeling of dislike and an¬ 
ger one has toward somebody because of 
something they have done to one. ■ to bear 
sb a grudge, to bear a grudge against sb to 
continue to dislike sb and be angry with 
them because of something they have done 
in the past □ You've borne a grudge against me 
ever since, o vt to grudge sb sthg [success, 
popularity] to be unhappy that sb has got 
sthg □ / don't grudge you your happiness. ■ to 
grudge doing sthg to be unwilling to do sthg 

□ / don't grudge cleaning up, but it would be nice 
to get some thanks. 

grudging t'grAd3ir)] adj [praise, admiration, re¬ 

spect] that is given or felt unwillingly o She 
had won the grudging respect of her department. 

grudgingly ['grAd3igli] adv [accept, admit, thank] 

see grudging □ "Well, it's not bad," she said 
grudgingly. 

grueling us, gruelling gb ['grumlig] adj [trip, 

job, race] that is very tiring and takes a lot of 
effort □ We got home after a grueling drive. 

gruesome ['gruisam] adj [scene, sight, tale] that 
is unpleasant to look at or hear about, often 
because death or injury is involved □ There 
was a gruesome bit about dead bodies, but apart 
from that it was fine. 

gruff [grAf] adj -1. [voice] that has a deep 
rough quality. -2. [manner, reply] that seems 
rough and unfriendly □ Don't be put off by his 
gruff exterior. 

grumble ['grAmbl] o n -1. [about a problem] a 
small complaint □ I have a few grumbles re¬ 
garding what was said. -2. [of stomach] a low 
rumbling sound in one’s stomach that is 
heard when one is hungry, o vi -1. to com¬ 
plain in a bad-tempered way □ He was 
grumbling about the trains again, a Oh, stop 
grumbling, for goodness' sake! -2. [stomach] to 
make a low rumbling sound because one is 
hungry. 

grumpy ['grAmpi] (compar grumpier, superl 
grumpiest) adj [person] who is bad-tempered 
and rude to people who talk to them (infor¬ 
mal use) □ You're in a grumpy mood today! 

grunt [grAnt] o « -1. [of a pig] the low sound 
made by a pig. -2. [of a person] a short sound 
made by a person, often with their mouth 
closed, to show they disapprove of some¬ 
thing or are not interested in something □ 
He gave a short grunt, which I took to mean yes. 
o vi [pig, person] to make a grunt. 

G-string n a narrow strip of material worn 
over one’s genitals and held in place by a 
piece of string attached around the waist. 

Guadeloupe [,gwa:daTu:p] a group of islands 
in the Caribbean belonging to France, in¬ 
cluding Basse-Terre and Grande-Terre. 

Guangzhou bgwaig'dsoo] a major port and in¬ 
dustrial center in southeastern China, popu¬ 

lation: 4,000,000. old name: Canton, 

guarantee [US .gersn'ti:, GB ,gaer-] o « -1. 
business [of a radio, TV, watch] a written prom¬ 
ise by a company that it will repair or re¬ 
place goods made by it if they break or stop 
working within a certain period of time □ 
The radio comes with a six-month guarantee. ■ to 
be under guarantee [goods, product] to be pro¬ 
tected by a guarantee □ If it's still under guar¬ 
antee you can send it back. -2. [of a job, good be¬ 

havior] a promise or official statement that 
something will definitely happen; [of quality, 

success] something that makes it certain that 
something else is true or will happen □ 
There's no guarantee (that) it's going to be sunny. 
□ A good education used to be a guarantee of 
success. □ What guarantees can you give me? 
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o vt -1. business (TV, watch] to give a formal 
promise that one will replace or repair <a 
product> if it stops working within a certain 
period of time □ They guarantee all their prod¬ 
ucts for three years. -2. (delivery, success] to 
promise or make sure that <sthg> will hap¬ 
pen; [satisfaction, happiness] to promise or 
make sure that somebody will feel <sthg> □ 
I can't guarantee I'll be there on time, but I'll try. 
□ We guarantee (that) you'll be completely satis¬ 
fied. 

guarantor [US .geran'toir, GB .gaeran'toi] n a per¬ 
son who gives a guarantee or who agrees to 
be responsible for something such as the 
payment of a debt □ She asked Henry if he 
would act as her guarantor. 

guard [ga:rd] o vt -1. [house, president] to pro¬ 
tect <a person, object, or place> by staying 
near and watching them □ The premises are 
guarded by a private security firm. -2. [prisoner, 

criminal] to stay near and watch <sb> to pre¬ 
vent them from escaping □ The prisoner was 
guarded by three police officers. -3. [information, 

knowledge! to keep <sthg> secret by not tell¬ 
ing anybody about it □ a closely guarded se¬ 
cret. 
on-1. [of a person, place] a person, e.g. a 
policeman or soldier, who guards a person 
or place; a group of people who guard a 
person or place □ a prison guard □ an armed 
guard. -2. [in a place] a planned operation to 
guard a person or place □ a 24-hour guard. ■ 
to be on guard to be guarding a person or 
place □ There were three soldiers on guard out¬ 
side. ■ to stand guard to guard a person or 
place. ■ to be on (one's) guard to be careful 
to prevent something from happening, or to 
avoid it □ / would advise you to be on your 
guard against any unexpected visitors. ■ to catch 
sb off guard to surprise sb by doing or say¬ 
ing something they do not expect □ Her 
questions caught me off guard. -3. GB rail the 
person whose job is to help passengers and 
check their tickets on a train. -4. [for one's 

mouth, head, knee] a protective pad used in 
sport; [on a machine] a protective part on a 
machine. 

♦ Guards npl the Guards a group of regi¬ 
ments in the British army. They are consid¬ 
ered to be among the best soldiers in the 
armed forces. 

♦ guard against vt fus to guard against sthg 
[against a danger, threat, infection] to be very 
careful to try to prevent sthg bad from hap¬ 
pening □ New checks are being introduced to 
guard against smuggling. 

guard dog n a fierce dog that has been 
trained to protect places. 

guarded ['ga:rdad] adj [person, reply, statement] 

that is careful not to give much information 
□ She gave me a guarded smile. 

guardian ['gaVdjan] n -1. [of a child] a person 
who is legally responsible for taking care of 
a child, especially after their parents have 
died □ The child's legal guardian will have to be 
asked first. -2. [of democracy, virtue, morality] a 
person or organization that protects or de¬ 

fends something □ / would hardly consider Jas¬ 
per a guardian of morality! 

guardian angel n a good spirit believed to 
protect somebody. 

guardianship ['gaddjsnfip] « the position of 
being the guardian of somebody, 

guardrail ['ga:rdreil] n a railing along a path, 
passageway etc that stops people from go¬ 
ing where there is danger, 

guardsman ['gaddzman] (yl guardsmen [-man]) 
n -1. a member of the National Guard. -2. a 
member of the Guards. 

guard's van n GB rail the car of a train that 

the guard travels in. 

Guatemala [.gwaits'maib] a country in Cen¬ 
tral America, between Mexico, El Salvador, 
and Honduras, size: 109,000 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 10,000,000 (Guatemalans). capital: 

Guatemala City, language: Spanish, curren¬ 

cy: quetzal. 

guava [’gwaiva] n a round, yellow, tropical 
fruit with pink or white flesh and hard 
seeds. 

gubernatorial [,gu:bsrn3't3:ri3l] adj US politics 

[campaign, elections] that is connected with 
the governor of a state, 

guerilla [gs'rib] n = guerrilla. 

Guernsey1 ['g3:rnzi] one of the Channel Is¬ 
lands. Some British people keep their money 
in banks there because the taxes are lower 
than in mainland Britain, size: 63 sq kms. 
population: 53,000. capital: St. Peter Port. 
language: English, French, currency: pound 
sterling. 

Guernsey2 n -1. a heavy, knitted, woolen 
sweater. -2. a type of cow that produces 
very rich and creamy milk, 

guerrilla [ga'rib] « a member of an unofficial 
military group that is fighting against the of¬ 
ficial government of their country for politi¬ 
cal reasons. 

guerrilla warfare n the activity of fighting 
against an official army or the state by mak¬ 
ing small attacks or planting bombs, 

guess [ges] o n an attempt to give the right 
answer to something without being sure 
what the answer is □ / don't know, I'll have to 
make or take a guess. □ Well, at a guess, I'd say 
there were about a hundred people there. ■ it's 
anybody's guess nobody knows what is true 
or what will happen □ It's anybody's guess 
how many will come to the party, 
o vt [answer, number, identity] to say what 
<sthg> is without being certain that one is 
right □ Try and guess the meaning of the word. 
□ Guess who I saw yesterday! ■ guess what! a 
phrase used to draw attention to something 
exciting or surprising that one is about to 
say □ Guess what! I got a new job! 
o vi -1. We can only guess at what happened. ■ 
to keep sb guessing to refuse to tell sb what 
is going to happen or what they want to 
know. -2. I guess... I suppose... □ "/ think we 
should inform them." — "I guess so." □ / guess 
they decided not to come after all. 

guesstimate ['gestsmst] « a calculation of the 
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value, size, or amount of something when 
one is not really sure (informal use), 

guesswork ['gesw3:rk] n the process or result 
of trying to work something out by guessing 
□ It's guesswork, but I think he'll accept. 

guest [gest] n -1. [in one's home! a person who 
has been invited to stay or eat in one's 
home □ We have guests for dinner tonight. -2. 
[at a restaurantl a person one invites to the 
theater, restaurant etc and whom one pays 
for □ No, you're my guest tonight. Let me pay. 
-3. [at a hotel] a person who is staying in a 
hotel or guesthouse □ a paying guest. -4. [on a 

show) an actor or performer who has been 
invited to take part in a show as a special 
visitor □ a guest artist/speaker. -5. phrase be 
my guest! a phrase used to tell somebody that 
they may do what they have asked one’s per¬ 
mission to do □ "Do you mind if I sit here ?" — "Be 
my guest!" 

guesthouse ['gesthaus, pi -hauziz] n a private 
house where people pay to sleep and eat. 

guest of honor n the most important guest 
at a dinner or social occasion, 

guestroom ['gestruim] n a bedroom in a 
house where visitors can sleep, 

guest star n a famous actor, performer etc 
who appears in a movie, TV program etc, 
but who is not one of the main members of 
the cast □ With special guest star, Mandy Philips. 

guffaw [gA'fa:] o n a loud laugh □ He gave a 
loud guffaw, o vi to laugh loudly because 
something seems ridiculous. 

Guggenheim [‘gugsnhaim]: the Guggenheim 
(Museum) a museum of modem art in New 
York City. It is famous for its spiral shape, 

guidance ['gaidns] n -1. [of a teacher, friend, par¬ 

ent] help and advice on how to run one’s 
private or working life □ Can you give some 
guidance on how to invest my money? □ spiritual 
guidance. -2. [of a leader, director] leadership. ■ 
under the guidance of sb led or directed by 
sb □ Students write their thesis under the guid¬ 
ance of a tutor. 

guide [gaid] o k -1. a person who takes tour¬ 
ists around museums and other places of in¬ 
terest and tells them about them; a person 
who leads other people through an area or 
country □ a tour/tourist guide □ a mountain 
guide. -2. = guide book. -3. [to a subject] a 
book that describes how to do something or 
gives information about a particular subject 
□ a user's guide □ a guide to gardening. -4. 
something that provides a model for people 
to base opinions or actions on □ These fig¬ 
ures are no more than a rough guide. -5. = girl 
guide. 
o vt -1. [tourist, stranger, newcomer] to show 
<sb> how to get somewhere □ The waiter 
guided us to our table. -2. [learner, student, be¬ 

ginner] to show <sb> how to do something 
correctly □ The booklet guides you through the 
complexities of buying your own home. -3. 

[plane] to control the movements or actions 
of <sthg>; [country] to give political leader¬ 
ship to <sthg> □ We need a leader who can 
guide our country through this difficult time. 

-4. to be guided by sb/sthg to be influenced 
in one’s actions or opinions by sb/sthg □ / 
shall be guided by my conscience. 

guide book n a book that gives tourists infor¬ 
mation about a place. 

guided missile [.gaidad-] n a missile whose 
course can be changed while it is in the air. 

guide dog n a dog that has been trained to 
help a blind person walk around safely, 

guidelines ['gaidlainz] tip! advice or rules 
about how to do something □ The Depart¬ 
ment of Health has issued new guidelines on 
health care for the elderly. 

guiding ['gaidirfl adj a guiding principle/light a 
principle/light that provides somebody with 
guidance about how they should act/where 
to go. 

guild [gild] n -1. in the past, an organization 
of people who produced the same kinds of 
goods, that helped its members, and kept 
standards high. -2. an organization of peo¬ 
ple who have the same profession or who 
share an interest □ the local women's guild. 

guildhall ['gildhoil] n a building near the cen¬ 
ter of a town where members of a guild 
used to meet, now often used for official 
meetings and public events, 

guile [gail] n skill at deceiving people (literary 
use). 

guileless ['gaillas] adj [person] who is honest 
and never tries to deceive people (literary 
use). 

guillotine ['gilstiin] o n -1. [for executing peo¬ 
ple] an apparatus for chopping off people’s 
heads, consisting of a heavy blade that is 
dropped down between two posts. It was 
first used in France during the French Revo¬ 
lution. -2. GB [for cutting paper] a device con¬ 
sisting of a long blade attached to a lever, 
used for cutting paper. -3. GB & AUS politics 
a system that limits the time MPs spend dis¬ 
cussing a bill in parliament, o vi to execute 
<sb> using a guillotine, 

guilt [gilt] n -1. an unhappy feeling that one 
has because one has done something bad or 
shameful □ I don't feel any guilt about what I 
did. □ a sense of guilt. -2. law the fact of hav¬ 
ing done something illegal □ This new evi¬ 
dence establishes her guilt beyond all doubt. 

guiltily ['giltili] adv [behave, blush] see guilty, 

guilty ['gilti] (compar guiltier, super! guiltiest) 
adj -1. [person] who feels guilt □ / feel guilty 
about not going to their party. ■ to have a guilty 
conscience to feel guilty about something 
that one has done. ■ a guilty secret a secret 
that one feels guilty about. ■ a guilty look/ 
smile etc a look/smile etc that shows that 
somebody feels guilty. -2. law [person] who 
has been judged to have committed a par¬ 
ticular crime □ He was found guilty/not guilty of 
rape. □ The defendant is innocent until proved 
guilty. -3. to be guilty of sthg to have done 
sthg that is wrong □ The hospital is guilty of 
gross negligence. 

guinea ['gim] n a British coin that is no longer 
used, worth £1.05. 
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guinea fowl n a large, gray, African bird with 
white spots and a bald head and neck. 

guinea pig n -1. a small furry animal with 
short ears and no tail, often kept as a pet or 
used in laboratory experiments. -2. a person 
who is used in an experiment to test some¬ 
thing new. 

Guinevere ['gwinaviafi (6th century) a legend¬ 
ary British queen, the wife of King Arthur 
and lover of Sir Lancelot. 

guise [gaiz] n the way somebody or some¬ 
thing looks that hides what they really are 
and is intended to deceive people (formal 
use) □ Their philosophy is simply fascism in a new 
guise. 

guitar [gi'ta:r] n a musical instrument made of 
wood that usually has six strings stretched 
over a long, flat, narrow section, and is 
played by moving one’s fingers over the 
strings □ a guitar string. 

guitarist [gi'tairast] n a person who plays the 
guitar. 

Gujarati, Gujerati [,gud3a’ra:ti] n a member of 
a people living in western India; the lan¬ 
guage of this people. There are now many 
Gujaratis living in Britain. 

gulch [gAltf] n US a narrow valley with steep 
sides. 

gulf [gAlf] n -1. geography a large area of deep 
sea that goes a long way into the land and 
is almost enclosed □ the Gulf of Aden. -2. a 
big difference or separation between two 
people, groups, or points of view □ the wid¬ 
ening gulf between the rich and the poor. -3. a 
deep hole or crack in the Earth’s surface. 

♦ Gulf = Persian Gulf. 

Gulf of Mexico: the Gulf of Mexico part of the 
Atlantic Ocean between Mexico, the USA, 
and Cuba. 

Gulf States: the Gulf States the countries 
around the Persian Gulf, including Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the 
UAE, and Oman; the states on the Gulf of 
Mexico: Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Missis¬ 
sippi, and Texas. 

Gulf Stream: the Gulf Stream a current of 
warm water flowing northeastward across the 
Atlantic, from the Gulf of Mexico to Europe. 

Gulf War n the Gulf War a conflict between 
the UN and Iraq in 1991 which started 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait. Most of the UN 
forces were American. 

gull [gAl] n one of several types of common 
gray or black-and-white sea birds. 

gullet ['gAbt] n the tube leading from the 
mouth to the stomach. 

gullible ['gAbbl] adj [person] who is easy to 
trick because they believe what people tell 
them. 

gully ['gAli] (pi gullies) n -1. a narrow valley, 
especially one made in the side of a hill by 
rainwater. -2. a deep ditch. 

gulp [gAlp] o vt [food, liquid, air] to swallow a 
large amount of <sthg> quickly, o vi to 
swallow suddenly when one is surprised or 

nervous □ I gulped nervously, o n an act of 
gulping □ Simon took a large gulp of water. 

♦ gulp down vt sep to gulp sthg down [food, 

drink] to eat or drink sthg quickly and in 
large amounts □ He was gulping down his food 
as if he had a train to catch. 

gum [gxm] (pt & pp gummed, com gumming) 
on-1. = chewing gum. -2. a sticky sub¬ 
stance used for gluing things together such 
as pieces of paper. -3. anatomy the area of 
firm pink flesh that surrounds one’s teeth. 
-4. = gum tree, o vt -1. to put gum on 
<sthg> □ gummed envelopes. -2. [paper, label] 

to stick <sthg> to something else using 
gum. 

gumbo ['gAmbou] n a spicy stew made with 
okra. 

gumboil ['gAmboil] n a painful swelling on 
one’s gum, usually caused by tooth decay, 

gumboots [’gAmbuits] npl GB long rubber 
boots that are worn to keep one’s feet dry. 

gumption ['gAmpfn] n the ability to decide 
what the best thing to do in a particular 
situation is, and to do it (informal use), 

gumshoe ['gAmJii:] n a detective (informal use), 

gum tree n = eucalyptus. 
gun [gAn] (pt & pp gunned, cont gunning) n 

-1. a weapon that fires bullets at high speed 
from a metal tube □ The men were carrying 
guns. □ He pointed a gun at her head. □ gun con¬ 
trol laws. ■ to stick to one's guns not to 
change one’s original aim, decision, opinion 
etc, despite what other people do or say □ 
She's sticking to her guns on this one. -2. sport 

a device that makes a loud noise and is used 
to signal the start of a race. ■ to jump the 
gun to do something before the proper time, 
with the result that one may make a mis¬ 
take □ Don't you think you're jumping the gun a 
little? -3. a tool that forces a particular sub¬ 
stance or object out under pressure □ a 
spray/grease/staple gun. 

♦ gun down vt sep to gun sb down to injure 
sb badly or kill them by shooting them with 
a gun. 

gunboat [’gAnbout] n a small ship that has 
large guns on board. 

gundog ['gAndrig] n a dog trained to find and 
bring back birds that have been shot by 
hunters. 

gunfight [’gAnfait] n a fight between two or 
more people who are using guns, especially 
one taking place in the Wild West, 

gunfire ['gAnfaiar] n the sound of guns being 
fired □ the distant sound of gunfire. 

gunge [gAnd3] n GB any messy, sticky, un¬ 
pleasant substance (informal use), 

gung-ho [.gAg'hoo] adj [attitude, policy] that 
shows too much eagerness to do something, 
especially to go to war (informal use), 

gunk [gArjk] n any slimy, oily, or unpleasant 
substance (informal use) □ The car was covered 
in some kind of revolting gunk. 

gunman [’gAnman] (pi gunmen [-man]) n a 
criminal who is armed with a gun □ He was 
kidnapped by masked gunmen. 
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gunner ['gAn3r] n a member of the armed 
forces who is trained to use guns. 

gunpoint ['gAnpoint] n at gunpoint under the 
threat of being shot □ The hostages were held 
at gunpoint. 

gunpowder ['gAnpaudal n an explosive pow¬ 
der, used especially in fireworks. 

gunrunning ['gAnrAmij] n the activity of bring¬ 
ing guns or other weapons into a country 
secretly and illegally. 

gunshot ['gAnJbt] n the firing of a gun □ the 
sound of gunshots □ a gunshot wound. 

gunsmith I'gAnsmiG] n a person whose job is 
to make or repair guns. 

gurgle [’g3:rgl] o vi -1. [water] to make a low 
uneven sound, especially when flowing 
through a narrow space or over rocks □ 
Somewhere nearby a stream gurgled peacefully. 
-2. [baby] to make a happy sound in the 
back of the throat like gurgling water □ The 
baby lay gurgling quietly, o n [of water, baby] 

the sound made when water or a baby gur¬ 
gles □ The water disappeared down the plughole 
with a loud gurgle. 

guru ['gu:ru:] n -1. religion a Hindu or Sikh 
religious leader or teacher. -2. a person 
whose ideas are followed by many people □ 
a fashion guru. 

gush [gAf] o « a sudden flow of a large 
amount of liquid □ It all came out in a big gush, 
o vt [blood, oil, water] to send <a liquid> out 
in gushes □ The pipe was gushing oil. o vi 
-1. [blood, oil] The water gushed out of the pipe. 
-2. [person] to praise somebody or something 
in a very enthusiastic way that seems insin¬ 
cere to other people (disapproving use) □ "Dar¬ 
ling, you were wonderful!" she gushed. 

gushing ['gA/irj] adj see gush (disapproving use) 
□ / find her rather gushing, I'm afraid. 

gusset 1'gAsot] n a piece of cloth, shaped like 
a triangle, that is sewn into a garment to 
make it stronger, larger, or more comfort¬ 
able, e.g. between the legs. 

gust [gAst] On a sudden strong movement of 
wind □ a gust of wind, o vi [wind, snowl to 
blow in gusts. 

gusto ['gAstou] n with gusto with energy and 
enthusiasm □ He sat down and began to eat 
with great gusto. 

gusty 1'gAsti] (compar gustier, super! gustiest) 
adj [day, weather] in which there are many 
strong gusts of wind □ It was a cold, gusty 
autumn day. 

gut [gAt] (pt & pp gutted, cont gutting) o n the 
tube inside the body that food passes 
through when it is being digested, o vt 
-1. to remove the internal organs from <an 
animal or fish>, usually to prepare it for 
cooking. -2. to destroy everything inside <a 
building>, leaving only the outer walls □ The 
house was completely gutted by the fire. 

♦ guts npl -1. one’s bowels or intestines (in¬ 
formal use) □ My guts are aching! ■ to hate sb's 
guts to hate sb very much (informal use). 
-2. to have guts to be brave and determined 

□ It takes a lot of guts to ignore that kind of 
threat. 

gut feeling n a strong feeling about some¬ 
body or something that cannot be explained 
in a logical way □ My gut feeling is that busi¬ 
ness will improve next year. 

gut reaction n a natural or instinctive reac¬ 
tion that cannot be explained in a logical 
way □ No, it's just a gut reaction — there's 
something about her I don't like. 

gutter ['gAtar] n -1. [along a road] a channel at 
the side of a road that allows water to drain 
away. -2. [along a roof] a curved plastic or 
metal channel along the edge of a roof that 
collects rainwater and sends it through pipes 
down to the ground. 

guttering f'gAtorirj] n all the gutters and drain¬ 
pipes of a building. 

gutter press n the gutter press newspapers 
that contain a lot of stories about people's 
personal lives (disapproving use), 

guttural ['gAtarsl] adj [speech, sound, accent] 

that sounds harsh because it is produced at 
the back of somebody’s throat, 

guy [gar] n -1. a man or boy (informal use) □ 
He's a great guy! □ / heard it from some guy on 
the radio. -2. in the UK, the model of a man 
that is burned on a bonfire on Guy Fawkes 
Night. 

♦ guys npl a word used to talk to or about a 
group of men or women □ Hey, you guys! 

Guyana [gar’aena] a country in northern South 
America, between Venezuela and Surinam, 
on the Atlantic Ocean, size: 215,000 sq kms. 
population: 800,000 (Guyanans, Guyanese). 
capital: Georgetown, language: English, cur¬ 

rency: Guyanese dollar. 

Guy Fawkes Night [,gai‘fo:ks-] n = Bonfire Night, 
guy rope n a rope that is stretched from part 

of a tent to the ground, to keep the tent in 
position. 

guzzle [’gAzl] o vt [food, beer] to eat or drink a 
large amount of <sthg> quickly and greedi¬ 
ly. o vi: You'll feel sick if you guzzle like that. 

Gwyn [gwin], Nell (1650-1687) an English ac¬ 
tress and the mistress of King Charles II. 
She is supposed to have sold oranges on the 
streets of London. 

gym [d3im] n -1. a building or large room for 
physical exercise, usually containing special 
equipment, e.g. weights, mats, and bars. □ / 
work out at my local gym. -2. physical exer¬ 
cises done inside a building □ gym shorts/ 
lessons. 

gymkhana [d3im'ka:na] n GB an event with 
horse riding displays and competitions, 

gymnasium [d3im'neizjam] (pi gymnasiums or 

gymnasia [-js]) n a gym (formal use), 

gymnast ['d3imnaest] n a person who is skilled 
or trained in gymnastics, 

gymnastics [d3im'naestiks] n exercises, often 
using mats, ropes, or bars, that develop or 
display physical strength and agility, 

gym shoes npl light shoes, usually with can¬ 
vas tops and flat rubber soles. 
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gymslip ['d3imslip] « GB a sleeveless dress that 
used to be worn by schoolgirls as part of 
their uniform. 

gynaecology etc [.gaina'kDtadsi] GB = gynecol¬ 
ogy etc. 

gynecological [.gainsks'lridsikl] adj: see gyne¬ 
cology. 

gynecologist [,gain3'kDbd33st] n a doctor who 
specializes in gynecology, 

gynecology [,gaina'kDl3d3i] « the branch of 
medicine concerned with diseases that affect 
women's reproductive organs, 

gypsy ]’d3ipsi] (pi gypsies) h a member of a 
race of people that travels from place to 
place, mainly in Europe, and lives in cara¬ 
vans. o adj: a gypsy caravan/dance/camp. 

gyrate [d3ai'reit] vi -1. [object] to keep turning 
around. -2. [dancer, body) to dance in a sex¬ 
ually exciting way. 

gyration [d3ai'reijn] n a spinning movement, 

gyroscope ]'d3air3skoup] « a device containing 
a disk that spins freely inside a fixed frame, 
used for keeping ships and aircraft steady, 
and as a children’s toy. 

h [eitJ] (pi h's or hs), H [eitj] (pi H's or Hs) h 
the eighth letter of the English alphabet, 

ha [ha:] excl a word used to express triumph, 
surprise, or amusement □ Ha! I knew it! 

habeas corpus hheibjas'koTpas] n a law that 
states that a person being kept in prison 
must appear in court so that a judge can de¬ 
cide if the imprisonment is lawful or not □ 
the law of habeas corpus. 

haberdashery ]'haeborda:Jori] (pi haberdasheries) 
n -1. US men’s clothing. -2. GB small articles 
used in sewing, e.g. pins, thread, and buttons. 
-3. a store or a part of a store that sells haber¬ 
dashery □ the haberdashery department. 

habit ['haebit] n -1. something that somebody 
does often as a normal or usual action; 
something that somebody does often and is 
unable to stop doing □ She has a habit of stick¬ 
ing out her tongue when she is concentrating. □ a 
nasty/bad habit □ / do it out of habit. □ She finally 
beat her drug habit. ■ to be in the habit of do¬ 
ing sthg to do sthg regularly or often □ I'm 
not in the habit of eating late in the evening. □ / 
got into/out of the habit of checking my finances. 
■ to make a habit of doing sthg to do sthg 
regularly or often □ / try to make a habit of call¬ 
ing her once a week. □ "I'm sorry I'm late." — 
"Yes, well, try not to make a habit of it." 
-2. religion a loose piece of clothing reach¬ 
ing the ground, worn by a monk or nun. 

habitable ['haebitsbl] adj [house, room, region] 

that is good enough or suitable for people to 
live in □ That apartment is barely habitable. 

habitat [ haebitaet] n the natural environment 
that an animal or plant normally lives in □ 
the destruction of the eagle's natural habitat. 

habitation [haebi'teijn] « -1. the act of living 
in a place □ The building is unfit for human habi¬ 
tation. -2. a place where somebody lives (for¬ 
mal use). 

habit-forming ]-fo:rmir)] adj [activity, drug] that 
is easy to become addicted to. 

habitual [hs'bitjhsl] adj [lateness, rudeness] that 
is a usual state or part of somebody’s regu¬ 
lar behavior □ / couldn't live with his habitual 
swearing. ■ a habitual criminal/smoker/drinker 
etc a person who often commits crimes/ 
smokes/drinks etc and seems not to be able 
to stop. 

habitually [ha'bitjuali] odv [late, rude] see ha¬ 
bitual □ They habitually argue. □ He is habitually 
drunk. 

hack [haek] o tt -1. a writer or journalist 
whose writing is dull or of average quality. 
-2. US a taxi (informal use), o vf to cut <sb/ 
sthg> roughly, using short violent move¬ 
ments □ He was hacked to death with a sword. 
■ to hack one's way through sthg to cut a 
rough path for oneself through sthg. o vi: 
He hacked at a branch with an ax. 

♦ hack into vf fus to hack into a system com¬ 

puting to enter the computer system of a 
large organization illegally from another 
computer. 

♦ hack off vf sep to hack sthg off to cut sthg 
off using heavy uneven blows. 

hacker ]'hask3r] n a person who hacks into 
somebody else’s computer system in order to 
use or change the information stored there, 

hackie [’haeki] n US the driver of a taxi (infor¬ 
mal use). 

hacking ['haskir)] n computing the activity of 
hacking into an organization’s computer 
system. 

hacking cough « a painful cough with a 
rough unpleasant sound, 

hackles [’haeklz] tipi the hairs on the back of 
the neck of some animals that rise when the 
animal is angry. ■ to make sb's hackles rise 
to make sb angry. 

hackney cab, hackney carriage [ hiekni-] « a 
taxi (formal use). 

hackneyed [’haskmd] adj [phrase, word, remark] 

that is boring or meaningless because it has 
been used too often (disapproving use), 

hacksaw ['haekso:] n a saw with a narrow blade 
fixed in a frame, used for cutting metal, 

had [stressed haed, unstressed had] past tense & 
past participle of have. 

haddock ['haedsk] {pi haddock) n an edible 
white fish, like cod but smaller, that lives in 
the North Atlantic, 

hadn't ['hasdnt] = had not. 

haematology n gb = hematology, 

haemoglobin n GB = hemoglobin. 
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haemophilia n GB = hemophilia, 

haemophiliac n GB = hemophiliac, 

haemorrhage n & vi GB = hemorrhage, 

haemorrhoids npl GB = hemorrhoids. 

hag [haeg] n a woman who one thinks is ugly 
or unpleasant. 

haggard ]'haegard] adj (face, person] that has 
lines and hollows around the eyes, caused 
by tiredness, anxiety, or starvation □ Liam 
came to the door looking pale and haggard. 

haggis ['hsgis] « a Scottish dish made of the 
internal organs of a sheep mixed with oat¬ 
meal and spices and then boiled in a bag 
made from the animal’s stomach, 

haggle 1'haegl] vi to argue, usually about the 
cost of something □ The street traders expect 
you to haggle over the price of their goods. 

Hague [heig]: The Hague the administrative 
capital of the Netherlands and the place 
where the International Court of Justice 
meets. 

hail [hed] o « -1. weather small round pieces 
of ice that fall like rain □ Apparently there's 
going to be hail today. -2. a hail of bullets/ 
arrows etc a lot of bullets/arrows etc that 
are fired at somebody or something at the 
same time □ He died in a hail of bullets. -3. a 
hail of abuse/criticism etc a lot of abuse/ 
criticism etc that somebody receives at a 
particular time o vt -1. [taxi, waiter] to call or 
attract the attention of <sb/sthg> □ See if 
you can hail a cab for us. -2. to hail sb/sthg as 
sthg to describe sb/sthg as sthg good □ He's 
been hailed as the greatest athlete this century, 
o v impers weather it's hailing hail is falling. 

Haile Selassie [.hailisa'laesi] (1891-1975) Em¬ 
peror of Ethiopia from 1930 to 1936 and 
1941 to 1974. He lived in exile in England 
from 1936 to 1941, when his country was 
occupied by Italy. He is worshipped as a 
god by Rastafarians. He is also called Ras 
Tafari Makonnen. 

hailstone ['heilstoun] n a piece of hail, 

hailstorm ['heilsto:rm] « a storm during which 
a lot of hail falls. 

hair [hear] n -1. one of the long fine strands 
that grow from the skin of people and some 
animals □ The dog has left hairs all over the rug. 
-2. a mass of hairs, especially on a person’s 
head □ She has beautiful long hair. □ Mike has 
gone to get his hair cut. □ body/underarm/facial 
hair □ a dog with smooth hair □ hair oil/ 
conditioner. ■ to do one's hair to arrange one’s 
hair in a particular style □ She gets her hair 
done once a week at the hairdresser's. ■ to let 
one's hair down to relax and enjoy oneself, 
especially after a period of restrained behav¬ 
ior □ Come on, let your hair down for once. ■ to 
make sb's hair stand on end to make sb very 
afraid □ It quite makes my hair stand on end just 
thinking about that race. ■ to split hairs to point 
out unnecessary or unimportant differences 
or details (disapproving use) □ Now you're just 

splitting hairs. 

hairbrush ['hearbrAj] « a brush used for brush¬ 

ing one’s hair. 

haircut ['healcAt] rt -1. the act of cutting 
somebody’s hair □ / need a haircut. -2. the 
style that somebody’s hair is cut in □ / like 
your new haircut. 

hairdo l'he3rdu:] {pi hairdos) « = hairstyle (in¬ 
formal use). 

hairdresser ['he3rdres3r] « a person whose job 
is to cut and style people’s hair. ■ a hair¬ 
dresser's (salon) a place where hairdressers 
work □ She goes to the hairdresser's once every 
month. 

hairdressing ['he3rdresig] n the activity, job, 
or study of cutting and styling people's hair 
□ a hairdressing shop/salon/course. 

hairdryer ['he3rdraio'| n a machine that blows 
out warm air and is used for drying or styl¬ 
ing people’s hair. 

hair gel « gel that is used for fixing hair in a 
particular style. 

hairgrip [’he3rgrip] n GB a hairpin with sides 

that are pressed closely together, 

hairline [’heslain] « the line at the top of the 

forehead where the hair starts to grow □ a 

receding hairline. 

hairline fracture « a very thin fracture, espe¬ 
cially of a bone. 

hairnet ['hesbiet] n a net that some women 
wear over their hair to keep it in place, 

hairpiece l'he3rpiis] n a section of false hair 
that some people wear on their head to cover 
a bald patch, make their hair seem longer etc. 

hairpin I'he3rpin] n a thin metal pin, bent into 
a narrow U-shape, used especially by wom¬ 
en to keep their hair in position, 

hairpin turn us, hairpin bend gb n a very 
sharp bend on a road. 

hair-raising [-reizirj] adj [movie, experience, trip] 

very frightening □ Getting through customs 
was pretty hair-raising! 

hair remover n a substance for removing the 
hair from a part of one’s body, 

hair restorer n a substance that is supposed 
to make hair grow again on bald people’s 
heads. 

hair's breadth n by a hair's breadth by a very 
small distance, degree, or amount □ He won 
by a hair's breadth. 

hair slide « GB a decorative clip, used for 

keeping hair in position, 

hair-splitting n the act of pointing out unnec¬ 

essary or unimportant differences or details 

(disapproving use) □ This endless hair-splitting will 
get us nowhere. 

hairspray ['he3rsprei] « a spray that is used for 
keeping hair in a particular style, 

hairstyle ['heorstad| n the style that a person’s 
hair is cut or arranged in □ / like your new 
hairstyle. 

hairstylist I'he3rstail3st] n = hairdresser. 

hairy ['heard {compar hairier, superl hairiest) adj 

-1. [animal, person] that has a lot of hair □ / 
don't like men with hairy chests. -2. [ride, mo¬ 

ment, situation] dangerous and frightening (in¬ 
formal use) □ Things were looking a little bit hairy. 
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Haiti ['heiti] a country in the Caribbean, in 
the western part of the island of Hispaniola. 
It was invaded by US troops in 1994 after 
the government was overthrown in a coup 
d’etat, size: 27,750 sq kms. population: 

6,500,000 (Haitians), capital: Port-au-Prince. 
language: French, Creole, currency: gourde. 

Haitian ['heijn] n & adj: see Haiti. 

hake [heik] (pi hake or hakes) n one of several 
types of edible white fish, living mainly in 
northern seas. 

halal [ha'lail] o n meat from an animal that 
has been killed in accordance with Muslim 
law. o adj: halal meat/butchers. 

halcyon ['haelsian] adj halcyon days a happy 
and peaceful time, especially when remem¬ 
bered at a later, less happy time (literary use). 

hale [heil] adj hale and hearty [old person] 

healthy and active (old-fashioned use) □ Hen¬ 
ry's still hale and hearty and going strong. 

Hale [heil], Nathan (1755-1776) a US revolu¬ 
tionary. He was killed by the British for be¬ 
ing a spy during the American Revolution¬ 
ary War. 

half [US haef, GB ha:f] (pi halves) o predet that 
is one of the two equal parts that an 
amount, object, distance etc can be divided 
into □ Just give me half a glass of wine. □ I'll be 
there in half an hour. □ She spends half the week 
in the city, m half a dozen six □ She bought half 
a dozen of them. 

o adj I got it for half price. □ There are buses 
every half hour. □ a half chicken □ They serve half 
portions here if you ask them, 
o adv -1. [closed, open, asleep] partly □ The 
bottle was half full/empty. □ / half expected her to 
say no. □ This meat's only half cooked! ■ to be 
half English, half French to have one English 
parent and one French parent. ■ half and half 
made with equal amounts of two things □ 
"How do you like your orange and soda?" — 
"Half and half, please." -2. [used in telling the 
time] it's half after ten US, it's half past ten GB 
it’s 10:30. 

o n -1. one of the two equal parts that an 
amount, object, distance etc can be divided 
into □ Profits were down in the first half of the 
year. ■ by half by half the full amount □ We 
had to reduce/increase the price by half. • in half 
into two equal parts □ Cut it in half and give a 
piece to your sister, m she doesn't do things by 
halves she always does things very thor¬ 
oughly, and sometimes too thoroughly □ 
There's no point doing things by halves, m to go 
halves to each pay for half the cost of some¬ 
thing □ You buy it, and I'll go halves with you □ 
Let's go halves on this. -2. sport [of a match] 
one of the two equal periods of time a 
sports match is divided into □ The score was 
even at the end of the first/second half. -3. GB 
transport a ticket, usually for a child, that 
costs half the price of the normal fare □ One 
and two halves to Kew, please. -4. GB [of beer] a 
half pint of draught beer or lager, 

o pron: I've eaten half of it. □ Half of us were 
late for the meeting. 

half-and-half « US a mixture of cream and 
milk used in coffee. 

halfback [US 'haffbaek, GB 'ha:f-] n a midfield 
player in some sports, e.g. in football and 
rugby. 

half-baked [-'beikt] adj [idea, project, opinion] 

that is silly because it has not been thought 
about carefully enough (informal use) □ Not 
another of his half-baked schemes. 

half board n a type of accommodation at a 
hotel in which guests are given breakfast 
and an evening meal. 
NOTE: Compare full board, 

half-brother « a man or boy who shares only 
one of the same parents as another person. 

half-casteT [US -kaest, GB -kaist] (offensive use) 
On a person whose parents are of different 
races, o adj [person] whose parents are of 
different races. 

half cock n to go off half-cocked or at half cock 
to happen without being fully planned or 
thought about carefully, 

half-day n a day when a school, store, office 
etc is closed, either in the morning or in the 
afternoon □ We have half-days on Wednesdays. 

half-fare n a reduced fare for a child traveling 
on a bus, train etc. 

half-hearted f-'hadtad] adj [support, attempt, 

smile] that shows very little interest or effort 
□ Somebody had made a rather half-hearted at¬ 
tempt at cleaning up. 

half-heartedly [-'haitadli] adv [support, attempt, 

smile] see half-hearted □ The audience clapped 
rather half-heartedly. 

half hour n a period of thirty minutes □ You 
must take one pill every half hour. 

♦ half-hour adj a half-hour trip/appointment 
etc a trip/an appointment etc that lasts half 
an hour □ It's a half-hour walk, no more. 

half-hourly adj [visits, broadcasts] that happen 
every half hour □ We give him half-hourly 
feeds. 

half-leaded petrol « aus a type of gasoline 
that contains a reduced amount of lead and 
can be used by cars that cannot use unlead¬ 
ed gasoline. 

half-length adj [portrait] that shows only the 
upper half of somebody; [coat, jacket] that 
covers only the upper half of somebody, 

half-light n the half-light the dull light of early 
morning or evening, or of a room that is 
badly lit □ / could barely make him out in the 
half-light. 

half-mast n to be (flying) at half-mast [flag] to 
be flying near the middle of the pole, as a 
sign of respect for a person who has died, 

half measures npl actions that are not strong 
or complete enough to deal with a problem, 
difficult situation etc □ It's no use doing things 
by half measures. 

half moon n -1. the part of the Moon that is 
seen from the Earth as the shape of half a 
circle. -2. the shape of half a circle. 

half note n us music a note ( j ) that lasts for 
half as long as a whole note. 
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halfpenny f'heipm] (pi halfpennies or halfpence 
[ heipans]) n in Britain, a small bronze coin 

used in the past that was worth one half of 
a penny. 

half-price adj a half-price meal/ticket etc a 
meal/ticket etc that can be bought for half 
of the usual price □ This card entitles you to 
half-price train travel. 

♦ half price adv [sell, buy, pay] We got it half 
price. 

half-sister n a woman or girl who shares 
only one of the same parents as another 
person. 

half step tt US music the difference in pitch 
between any two notes that are next to 
each other on a piano. 

half term n GB a short period in the middle of 
a school term when the school is closed □ a 
half-term holiday. 

half time n in soccer, rugby etc, a short break 
for a rest between the two halves of a game 
or match □ The score was 2 - 1 at half time. □ 
the half-time score. 

half tone n us = half step, 

half-truth n a statement that contains some 
truth but is intended to deceive somebody 
by not including important details, 

halfway [US ,haef'wei, GB ,ha:f-] o adj the half¬ 
way stage or mark or point the middle point 
of a distance or period of time. □ We're now 
at the halfway mark in the competition, o adv 
-1. at the middle point of a distance or peri¬ 
od of time □ New Haven is halfway between 
Boston and New York. □ / was halfway there/ 
home before I realized. □ The movie was halfway 
through before he turned up. -2. phrase to meet 
sb halfway to agree to do part of what sb 
wants in order to reach an agreement, solve 
a problem etc □ Look, I'm prepared to meet you 
halfway on this. 

half-wit tt a person who one thinks is stupid 
□ What a complete half-wit! 

half-yearly adj [profits, accounts, results] that 
are calculated six months after the begin¬ 
ning of a calendar year, tax year etc □ a half- 
yearly forecast. 

♦ half yearly adv [calculate, assess] every six 
months □ our profits are calculated half yearly. 

halibut [ haelibat] {pi halibut or halibuts) n a 
large flat fish that lives in the sea and is eat¬ 
en as food. 

halitosis [.haeli'toosas] « the condition of hav¬ 
ing breath that smells unpleasant, 

hall [ho:l] n -1. [in a house] the area or corridor 
that leads from the front door of a house to 
other rooms □ an entrance hall. -2. [for meet¬ 

ings, concerts, dances] a large room or build¬ 
ing where many people can meet together 
for particular events □ a dining hall □ the 
church/school hall □ We've hired a hall for the par¬ 
ty. □ Carnegie Hall. -3. GB education = hall of 
residence. ■ to live in hall to live in a hall of 
residence. -4. GB a very large country house 
with a lot of land (used in names) □ Bizley 
Hall is open to the public. 

halleluja(h) [,haeli'lu:ja] excl a word used, es¬ 

pecially in songs, to express praise and 
thanks to God. 

hallmark ['hD:lma:rk] n -1. a very typical fea¬ 
ture of somebody’s work or way of behav- 
ing □ This bears all the hallmarks of a terrorist at¬ 
tack. -2. an official mark that is stamped on 
objects made of platinum, silver, or gold to 
show their origin, the quality of the metal 
etc □ a silver hallmark. 

hallo [ha'lou] excl = hello. 

Hall of Fame n US a building that contains in¬ 
formation about the most famous people 
connected with a sport or activity, 

hall of residence (pi halls of residence) « a 
building or buildings owned by a college or 
university, where students live, 

hallowed ['hasloud] adj [building, memory! that 
is highly respected □ as we stepped into the 
hallowed halls of Trinity College. 

Halloween, Hallowe'en [,hslou'i:n] n the 
night of October 31, which was believed in 
the past to be the time when ghosts and 
witches could be seen, and when children 
of today wear disguises and play tricks on 
people. 

W HALLOWEEN 

On October 31 in the USA, Britain, and 
Australia, children celebrate Halloween by 
dressing up as witches or ghosts and going 
from door to door asking “Trick or treat?" 
People have to give the children “treats”, 
such as candy, otherwise the children play a 
“trick” on them, for example covering their 
windows with soap. Halloween is most 
popular in the USA, where many adults also 
dress up as witches, and some even go to 
work in their disguise. 

hallucinate [ha'luisineit] vi to believe that one 
is seeing strange and frightening things that 
do not really exist, as a result of illness, tak¬ 
ing drugs etc. 

hallucination [ha.lursi'neijn] n the experience 
of hallucinating; something that one sees 
when one hallucinates □ You can't convince 
me that this was a hallucination. 

hallucinogenic [h3,lu:sin3'd3enik] adj [drug, sub¬ 

stance] that causes hallucinations, 

hallway ['hodwei] n the area just inside the 
main entrance to a house or building □ Don't 
stand in the hallway, come in! 

halo [’heilou] (pi haloes or halos) n -1. a ring of 
light that is shown above or around the 
heads of saints, angels etc in paintings. -2. a 
bright circle of light above or around some¬ 
thing □ a halo of light. 

halogen ['haebd3en] n any one of the elements 
astatine, bromine, chlorine, fluorine, or 
iodine □ a halogen lamp. 

halt [ho:lt] on to come to a halt [car, train, per¬ 

son] to slow down and stop; [work, progress, 

meeting] to stop before being completed be¬ 
cause of a problem □ All traffic in the city came 
to a complete halt. □ All building work came to a 
halt during the vacation. ■ to call a halt to 
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sthg [to a dispute, negotiation, practice] to order 
sthg to stop □ Protests have forced the govern¬ 
ment to call a halt to further tests. ■ to grind to 
a halt [car, train, truck] to gradually and noisily 
slow down and stop; [economy, project, coun¬ 
try] to gradually stop making progress be¬ 
cause of great difficulty □ There was a loud 
bang and the engine slowly ground to a halt. □ 
Everything just seemed to grind to a halt because 
Pia wasn't there. 
o vt [growth, activity, process] to stop <sthg> 
from continuing □ A solution must be found to 
halt the widespread smuggling of heroin into the 
country. 
o vi [person, train, soldier] to stop moving or 
walking □ The car halted at the traffic lights. 

halter f'hoxlt3r] n a length of rope or band of 
leather that is put round a horse’s head so 
that it can be led somewhere, 

haltertop us, halterneck gb ['ho:lt3rnek] n a 
piece of clothing that is worn by a woman 
and is tied behind the neck with a narrow 
band of cloth, so that the shoulders, arms, 
and back are not covered □ a haltertop dress. 

halting ['hoiltir)] adj [voice, progress, explanation] 
that keeps stopping and starting, often be¬ 
cause of uncertainty or lack of confidence □ 
He spoke in halting English. 

halve [US haev, GB ha:v] vt -1. [budget, time, 
price] to reduce <sthg> by half □ The new 
road will halve the time it takes to complete the 
journey. -2. [apple, cake, money] to divide 
<sthg> into two equal parts □ The two men 
agreed to halve the profits. 

halves [US haevz, GB ha:vz] plural of half, 

ham [haem] (pt & pp hammed, cont hamming) 
o n -1. cooking meat from the upper part of 
a pig’s leg that has been salted, smoked, or 
boiled □ a slice of ham □ roast ham □ a ham 
sandwich. -2. theater an actor or actress 
whose acting is exaggerated, with the result 
that it seems unnatural. -3. technology a 
person who sends and receives radio mes¬ 
sages using their own equipment, o vf to 
ham it up [actor, actress] to perform with too 
much expression and movement □ / think 
they were hamming it up on purpose. 

Hamburg ['haemb3:rg[ an industrial city in 
northern Germany. It is Germany’s main 
port, and an important commercial and cul¬ 
tural center, population: 1,626,220. 

hamburger ['haemb3:rg3r] n -1. a flat circle of 
ground beef that is cooked and served in a 
round bread roll, often with sauces and sal¬ 
ad. -2. US ground or chopped meat, 

ham-fisted [-'fistsd] adj gb [person] who one 
thinks is clumsy at doing things with their 
hands; who one thinks is not skillful at deal¬ 
ing with people □ He made a rather ham-fisted 
attempt at apologizing. 

Hamilton [’haemltan], Alexander (1757-1804) 
a US politician. He helped to write the US 
Constitution. 

hamlet ['haemlat] n a small village. 

Hamlet ['haembt] the hero of Shakespeare’s 
play Hamlet. He kills his uncle, who had 

killed his father, the King of Denmark, and 
married his mother. 

hammer ['haemar] o n a tool with a long 
wooden handle and a heavy metal head, 
used especially for hitting nails into wood, 
o vf -1. [nail, plank] to hit <sthg> with a 
hammer □ Make sure you hammer all the nails 
in straight. -2. [door, wall, table] to hit <sthg> 
loudly and with force several times, usually 
with one’s hand and because one is angry 
or impatient □ He hammered the desk with his 
fist. -3. [opponent, team] to beat <sb/sthg> ex¬ 
tremely easily (informal use) □ Did we lose? 
IA/e were absolutely hammered! 
o vi -1. [at a nail, plank] He was hammering 
(away) at that shelf. -2. [at a door, on a wall] He 
was hammering at the door, demanding to be let 
in. -3. to hammer away at sthg [at a problem, 

contract, agreement! to keep working hard at 
sthg □ Keep hammering away and you'll eventu¬ 
ally get a job. 

♦ hammer into vt sep to hammer sthg into sb 
[message, fact, importance] to repeat sthg sev¬ 
eral times to sb so that they will remember 
or learn it o You have to keep hammering the 
message into these kids — drugs are dangerous. 

♦ hammer out o vt fus to hammer out sthg 
[agreement, policy, solution] to spend a long 
time discussing sthg and reach a final agree¬ 
ment □ We finally managed to hammer out an 
agreement, o vt sep to hammer a dent/bump 
out to remove a dent/bump by hitting it 
with a hammer. 

Hammerstein ['haemabtain], Oscar (1895- 
1960) a US songwriter. He worked with 
Richard Rodgers on musicals such as South 
Pacific, Oklahoma, and The Sound of Music. 

Hammett [haemit], Dashiell (1894-1961) a 
US crime writer, the first to have a private 
detective as a hero. His work includes The 
Maltese Falcon. 

hammock ['haemak] n a large piece of cloth 
that is hung between two poles or trees and 
is used for Tying in. 

hamper [’haempa1] o « -l. [for food] a large bas¬ 
ket with a lid and a handle that is used for 
carrying food, e.g. for a picnic □ a picnic ham¬ 
per. -2. US [for clothes, washing] a large basket 
in which dirty clothes, towels, sheets etc are 
put before being washed, o vt [progress, 

movement] to make <sthg> difficult □ The res¬ 
cue attempt was hampered by wind and rain. 

Hampshire ['haempJV] a county in southern 
England, on the English Channel, size: 3,777 
sq kms. population: 1,542,900. administra¬ 

tive center: Winchester. 

hamster ['haemstar] n a small animal that 
looks like a mouse but has a short tail and 
stores food in its cheeks. Hamsters are often 
kept as pets. 

hamstring ['haemstrirj] o n a tendon at the 
back of one’s knee that joins the muscles at 
the back of one’s thigh to the bones below 
it □ He's suffering from a pulled hamstring. □ a 
hamstring injury, o vt [person] to make it very 
difficult for <sb> to do something; [project, 

process] to stop <work> from making pro- 
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gress □ The company is hamstrung by staff short¬ 
ages. 

Hancock ['haenkok], John (1737-1793) a US 
revolutionary. He was the first person to 
sign the Declaration of Independence. 

hand [haend] o « -1. the part of one’s body 
that is at the end of one’s arm, has four fin¬ 
gers and a thumb, and is used for holding 
things, picking them up, touching etc □ She 
held the pen/ring/letter in her hand. □ He led her 
forward by the hand. □ my left/right hand. ■ to 
hold hands with sb to hold sb’s hand with 
one’s own hand □ They sat holding hands in 
the back row. m by hand [sew, knit, make] using 
one’s hands rather than a machine; [write] in 
handwriting and without using a typewriter 
or printer; [deliver, give] to somebody directly 
without using the postal system □ All our gar¬ 
ments are finished by hand. □ Applications must 
be written by hand. □ This letter was delivered by 
hand yesterday. ■ hand in hand [walk, sit] hold¬ 
ing hands, especially to show affection for 
each other □ They walked hand in hand down 
the street. ■ with one's bare hands without 
using a weapon or tool □ I'll kill him with my 
bare hands! -2. a hand help given to some¬ 
body to do a particular thing □ Do you need a 
hand? m to give or lend sb a hand to help sb 
to do a particular thing □ / gave him a hand 
with his homework. □ Can I give you/lend a hand 
with those bags? -3. to have a problem on 
one's hands to have to deal with a problem 
□ Saira 's got quite a lot on her hands right now. ■ 
in the hands of sb under the responsibility of 
sb □ It's all in Jenny's hands now. ■ to take sb 
in hand to take responsibility for controlling 
sb who has not been behaving correctly □ 
Somebody's got to take that child in hand before 
he gets into trouble. -4. the hand of sb the in¬ 
fluence or participation of sb in an event or 
situation □ She could detect the hand of the Per¬ 
sonnel Manager behind the suggestion. ■ to have 
a hand in sthg to be partly responsible for 
sthg □ / had no hand in arranging the meeting. 
-5. [on a farm, ship] a person whose job is to 
do general physical work □ a stable/factory 
hand. -6. [of a clock, watch] one of the long 
thin pieces of metal or plastic that move to 
indicate the hour, minutes, or seconds □ a 
clock hand □ the minute/hour hand. -7. in sb's 
hand in sb’s handwriting □ She has an elegant 
hand. -8. cards the group of cards that one 
receives at the beginning of a game of cards 
□ a strong/weak hand. -9. phrases ■ at the 
hands of sb while under the control of sb □ 
They received terrible treatment at the hands of 
the enemy. ■ hands up! a phrase used by a 
person holding a gun to order somebody to 
raise their arms above their heads. ■ to 
change hands [car, company, house] to become 
the property of somebody else □ This car has 
already changed hands several times. ■ to force 
sb's hand to make sb do something they do 
not want to do or are not yet ready to do □ 
I would recommend that you wait a bit longer; 
don't try to force his hand. ■ to get or lay one's 
hands on sb to catch sb and deal with them 
□ Wait till I get my hands on that little idiot/ ■ to 

get or lay one's hands on sthg to finally find 
or get sthg □ Where can I get my hands on a 
cheap used car? m to give sb a free hand to let 
sb do a particular thing in exactly the way 
they want a They've given me a completely free 
hand to organize things the way I want. ■ to give 
sb a big hand [speaker, performer] to welcome 
or show one’s approval of sb by clapping 
(informal use) □ Give a big hand for our special 
guest. ■ to go hand in hand with sthg to exist 
or happen together with sthg else, because 
of a very close connection with it □ Crime of¬ 
ten goes hand in hand with poverty, m to have 
one's hands full to be very busy □ He has his 
hands full with the children and finishing his work 
in time, m to try one's hand at sthg to try sthg 
for the first time, especially when a particu¬ 
lar skill is involved o I've always wanted to try 
my hand at hang gliding. • to wait on sb hand 
and foot to serve sb everything they need 
and do everything for them (disapproving 
use). ■ to wash one's hands of sb/sthg to ref¬ 
use to be responsible for or be connected 
with sb/sthg any longer □ / wash my hands of 
the whole lot of you! 

o vt to hand sthg to sb, to hand sb sthg to 
give sthg to sb with one’s hand □ He handed 
her the letter. 

♦ (close) at hand adv very close □ Help/The 
wedding/The phone was close at hand. 

♦ in hand adv -1. to have sthg in hand GB 

[time, money] to still have an amount of sthg 
available to be used □ There’s no rush, we 
have two days in hand. -2. to have sthg in hand 
[problem, situation] to have sthg under control 
□ Matters are now well in hand. 

♦ on hand adv near enough or ready to help 
or be used if necessary □ The police were on 
hand in case of trouble. 

♦ on the other hand conj a phrase used to 
introduce a contrasting aspect of a subject □ 
This deal will increase revenue. On the other hand 
it will certainly mean losing valued clients. 

♦ out of hand o adj to get out of hand [situa¬ 

tion, person] to become difficult to control □ 
The rioting soon got out of hand. □ They've let 
their kids get completely out of hand, o adv [re¬ 

ject, dismiss] completely and immediately □ 
The appeal was rejected out of hand. 

♦ to hand adv GB near and ready for use □ 
Do you have a phone directory to hand? 

♦ hand down vt sep to hand sthg down [heir¬ 

loom, knowledge, clothing] to give sthg to some¬ 
body who is younger or leave it to them 
after one has died □ The brooch had been 
handed down from generation to generation. 

♦ hand in vt sep -1. to hand sthg in [wallet, 

book] to give or return sthg to somebody in 
authority so that it is safe □ Please hand in 
your key at reception before leaving the hotel. 
-2. to hand sthg in [essay, application] to give 
sthg to somebody in authority who will 
read it and make a decision about it □ / told 
him I was ready to hand in my resignation. 

♦ hand on vt sep to hand sthg on [piece of 

clothing, memo, knowledge] to give sthg to 
somebody else because one has fifrished 
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with it, no longer needs it etc □ It's time for 
me to hand on my job to someone new. 

♦ hand out vt sep -1. to hand sthg out [money, 

food, papers] to give sthg to each member 
of a group of people □ People were handing 
out leaflets to passers-by. -2. to hand sthg out 
[advice, punishment] to give sthg to some¬ 
body, especially when one does this often □ 
Inspectors can now hand out fines to passengers 
traveling without a ticket. 

♦ hand over o vf sep -1. to hand sb/sthg over 
[prisoner, money, gun] to give sb/sthg to 
somebody else because one has been asked 
or forced to do so □ Hand over that book, it's 
mine! -2. to hand sthg over [job, matter] to of¬ 
ficially give sthg to somebody else to have 
or deal with □ He's now ready to hand over 
power to an interim government. -3. to hand sb 
over to let sb that one is speaking to speak 
to somebody else by handing them the re¬ 
ceiver □ I'll hand you over to Sue. o vi to give 
somebody else a job, responsibility etc that 
one has had □ We're handing over to the new 
directors next week. 

handbag ['haendbaeg] n a small bag in which a 
woman carries things that she needs during 
the day, e.g. money, make-up, or keys □ a 

leather handbag. 

handball ['haendboil] n a game played by two 
teams of seven players with a goal at each 
end of the court. The ball has to be thrown 
or bounced but players cannot make more 
than three steps while they have the ball. 

handbill fhaendbil] n a small printed advertise¬ 
ment that is given to people by hand. 

handbook ['haendbuk] n a short book that 
gives useful information and instructions 
about a particular subject or product. 

handbrake ['hsendbreik] n a brake in a car, 
truck etc which is worked with the hand. 

handclap [’haendklsp] n a slow handclap GB 
slow clapping by an audience to show that 
it is waiting for something or not satisfied 
with something. 

handcrafted [US 'haendkraeftad, GB -kraiftad] adj 
[sweater, pottery, toy] that is designed and 
made by hand rather than by a machine. 

handcuff [’hasndkAf] vt [criminal, suspect] to put 
handcuffs on <sb>. 

handcuffs ['haendkAfs] ttpl two metal rings, 
joined by a chain, that are used by the po¬ 
lice to hold a prisoner’s wrists. 

Handel ['haendl], George (1685-1759) a Ger¬ 
man composer who lived mainly in London. 
His works include the Water Music and the 
Messiah. 

handful [’haendfl] n -1. [of sand, hair, rice] a 
quantity that can easily be held in one’s 
hand □ He picked up a handful of stones. -2. [of 

people, places] a very small number □ Only a 
handful of companies have shown an interest in 
our product. -3. to be a handful [child, dog] to 
be lively and difficult to control (informal use) 
□ He's a real handful now that he's learnt to walk. 

hand grenade n a small bomb designed to be 
thrown by hand. 

handgun ['haendgAn] n a small gun that can be 

fired using only one hand. 

hand-held adj [tool, device] that one holds 

when using it □ a hand-held camera. 

handicap [’haendikaep] {pt & pp handicapped, 
cont handicapping) o n -1. damage to their 

mind or body that prevents a person from 

living a normal life □ a physical/mental handi¬ 
cap □ Sue, now eight, was born with a severe 
handicap. -2. a disadvantage that makes 

something more difficult □ His greatest handi¬ 
cap is his lack of confidence. □ Her car was stol¬ 
en, which has been a handicap to her business. 
-3. sport [in a race] a disadvantage that is giv¬ 

en to the stronger competitor or team to 

make the competition more equal; [in golf] 

the number of extra strokes one takes to 

complete one’s home golf course, compared 

to the number of strokes that is needed by a 

good player □ The horse was running with a 
slight weight handicap. □ I'm trying to improve 
my handicap. 
o vt [progress, work] to make <sthg> more 

difficult to do or achieve; [person] to prevent 

<sb> from doing or achieving something 

easily □ Attempts at negotiating have been 
handicapped by continuing disturbances. □ Poor 
management has severely handicapped our 
company's progress. 

handicapped [’haendikaspt] o adj [person] who 

has a mental or physical handicap □ She is 
physically/mentally handicapped, o ttpl the 
handicapped people who have a physical or 

mental handicap. 

handicraft [US 'haendikraeft, GB -kra:ft] n any 

skilled activity, e.g. sewing or pottery, in 

which one uses one’s hands to make some¬ 

thing. 

♦ handicrafts npl things that have been made 

by somebody using their hands in a skilled 

way. 

handiwork ['haendiw3:rk] n my/your etc handi¬ 
work something that I/you etc have done or 

made □ He stepped back from the canvas to ad¬ 
mire his handiwork. □ The explosion looks like the 
handiwork of militant extremists. 

handkerchief ['haegksTJ'if] {pi handkerchiefs or 

handkerchieves [-tjnvz]) n a square of thin 

cloth or soft paper, used for blowing one’s 

nose, drying one’s eyes etc. 

handle ['haendl] o n a part of an object that is 
used to hold, carry, or open it □ a door/knife/ 
cup handle □ She grabbed the suitcase by the 
handle. ■ to fly off the handle to suddenly be¬ 
come angry about something □ Sometimes 
she'll just fly off the handle for no reason, 

o vt -1. to hold, feel, or touch <sthg> with 
one’s hands □ Please do not handle the fruit. □ 
'Handle with care.' -2. [car, horse] to be able to 
control <a vehicle or animal> well; [gun, lan¬ 

guage] to know how to use <a piece of 
equipment or information> □ He looks as if 
he could handle himself in a fight. □ Have you 
ever handled this kind of machinery before? 
-3. [complaint, order] to be responsible for 
dealing with <sthg>, especially on a regular 
basis □ Who handles the company's publicity? □ 
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He s been accused of handling stolen goods. 
-4. [person, situation, crisis] to deal with <sb/ 
sthg> successfully so that a problem is 
avoided or solved □ You handled that very well, 
o vi to handle well/badly [car, boat] to be 
easy/difficult to control. 

handlebars [’haendlba:rz] rtfl the part of a bicy¬ 
cle or motorbike that one holds in each 
hand to steer it. 

handler ['h®ndlar] n [of dog] a person whose 
job is to control an animal □ a dog handler. 

handling charges ['hamdliij-] npl money 
charged by a bank for providing some ser¬ 
vices or by companies for packaging or 
transporting goods. 

hand lotion n a lotion used on hands to keep 
them soft. 

hand luggage n the small items of luggage 
that one is allowed to keep with one on a 
plane, coach etc. 

handmade [,haend'meid] adj [clothes, furniture, 

ornament] made by hand, without using a 
machine □ a box of handmade chocolates. 

hand-me-down n an item of clothing that 
has belonged to somebody and that they 
give to somebody else, especially a younger 
relative (informal use). 

handout 1'haendaut] « -1. a small amount of 
money, food, or clothing given free to poor 
people □ a free handout □ He lives on govern¬ 
ment handouts. -2. a piece of paper with a list 
of the points or facts that are dealt with in a 
class, meeting etc, given to each person tak¬ 
ing part □ Did you get one of these handouts? 

handover [’haendouva1] tt [of power, responsibil¬ 

ity] the act of transferring somebody or 
something from one person or organization 
to another □ The handover went very smoothly. 

handpick [,haend'pik] vt [team, staff] to chose 
<sb> very carefully as the best for a particu¬ 
lar purpose □ He was handpicked for the mis¬ 
sion. 

handrail [’haendreil] tt a long piece of metal or 
wood for people to hold on to, usually 
where there are several steps, 

handset [’haendset] n the part of a telephone 
that one holds to speak into and to listen to 
□ 'Replace the handset after use. ’ 

handshake [’htendjeik] n the act of shaking 
somebody’s right hand with one’s own right 
hand to say hello or goodbye, or to confirm 
a deal □ He has a firm/limp handshake. 

hands-off adj a hands-off approach/policy etc 
an approach/a policy etc that involves let¬ 
ting other people deal with situations or 
problems without interference □ a hands-off 
management style. 

handsome ['haensam] adj -1. [man] who has a 
very attractive and masculine face. -2. 
[woman] who has an attractive face because 
it looks strong and healthy. -3. [reward, tip] 

that is large or generous a a handsome profit. 

handsomely ['haensamli] adv [reward, pay] see 
handsome □ Those who work hard will be hand¬ 
somely rewarded. 

hands-on adj hands-on training/a hands-on ap¬ 
proach etc training/an approach etc that in¬ 
volves practical use of equipment or meth¬ 
ods □ She has a hands-on management style. □ 
We offer trainees plenty of hands-on experience 
with all the latest equipment. 

handstand ['haendstaend] n a gymnastic exer¬ 
cise in which one holds one’s body and legs 
straight up in the air and touches the floor 
only with one’s hands. 

hand-to-mouth adj to live a hand-to-mouth 
existence to have just enough money and 
food to live. 

♦ hand to mouth adv: They live very much 
hand to mouth. 

hand towel n a towel for drying one’s hands 
after washing them. 

handwriting [’haendraitig] n die particular way 
somebody writes □ / don't recognize this hand¬ 
writing. 

handwritten ['haendritn] adj [letter, invitation, 

apology] that has been written by hand and 
not using a typewriter or printer. 

handy ['haendi] (compar handier, superl handi¬ 
est) adj (informal use) -1. [size, book, gadget] 

that is useful and convenient □ The micro- 
wave is so handy for preparing food quickly. • to 
come in handy [money, advice, tool] to be 
useful, especially at a particular time □ a few 
extra clothes might come in handy for the trip. 
-2. [person] who can do practical tasks well □ 
She's very handy with a needle/pair of shears. 
-3. [place, transport, person] very near and 
convenient to reach □ The office is handy for 
local stores. □ Bus services are very handy where 
we live, m to keep sthg handy to keep sthg in 
a place that is near and easy to reach. 

handyman [’haendimaen] (pi handymen [-men]) « 
a person who is good at repairing things 
and doing other practical jobs around the 
house. 

hang [haerj] (ft & ff sense 1 hung, sense 2 
hanged or hung) o vt -1. [curtain, picture, tow¬ 

el] to put the top part of <sthg> on or 
against something that supports its weight 
and lets the bottom part move freely above 
the ground □ Where should I hang my coat? □ 
He hung his wet socks in front of the fire. □ To¬ 
gether they hung decorations on the tree. □ Try 
hanging it from the ceiling. -2. [criminal, prisoner] 

to kail <sb> by putting a rope around their 
neck and letting them fall, usually as a legal 
punishment for a serious crime □ the last 
woman to be hanged in Britain, 
o vi -1. [curtain, picture, towel] A portrait of her 
father hung over the fireplace. □ A bare light bulb 
hung from the ceiling. -2. [criminal, prisoner] All 
four men have been sentenced to hang. 
On to get the hang of sthg [of a system, ma¬ 

chine, activity] to begin to understand how to 
do sthg (informal use) □ I'm just about beginning 
to get the hang of it. 

♦ hang about, hang around vi to stay in 
one place without doing anything, especially 
because one is waiting for someone or 
something □ After a while we got tired of hang- 
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ing around and went home. □ There were a few 
bored teenagers hanging around outside the cafe. 

♦ hang on o vt fus to hang on sb/sthg to de¬ 
pend on sb/sthg □ The success of the peace ini¬ 
tiative hangs on the willingness of both sides to 
cooperate. □ There's a lot hanging on the result, 
o vi -1. to keep on holding something tight¬ 
ly in case one loses it or to keep one’s bal¬ 
ance o He hung on tightly as the winch pulled 
him up toward the helicopter. -2. to wait for a 
short time (informal use) □ Hang on, I'll be with 
you in a minute. 

♦ hang onto vt fus -1. to hang onto sthg [rope, 

ledge, branch] to hold sthg with one’s hands 
and not let go □ Here, hang onto my arm. □ 
Hang onto your handbags, there are pickpockets 
around. -2. to hang onto sthg [onto power, 

money, belief] to try to keep sthg, especially 
because somebody is trying to take it away 
from one o He was trying desperately to hang 
onto his job. 

♦ hang out o vt sep to hang out the washing 
to hang clean wet washing on a clothesline 
to dry. o vi to spend time relaxing in a par¬ 
ticular place (informal use) □ \Ne just hung out 
at Mike's all day. 

♦ hang round vi = hang about. 
♦ hang together vi [parts of an explanation, ar¬ 

gument, story] to be connected in a logical 
and convincing way □ Somehow her explana¬ 
tion of what happened just doesn't hang together. 

♦ hang up o vt sep to hang sthg up [coat, 

decorations] to hang sthg, especially from a 
hook or nail □ Hang up your clothes, don't leave 
them lying around on the floor! o vi to end a 
telephone call by replacing the receiver □ He 
hung up as soon as he heard my voice. 

♦ hang up on vt fus to hang up on sb to hang 
up when sb is talking, usually because one 
is angry a Don't ever hang up on me again! 

hangar ['haerpl n a large building where air¬ 
craft are kept or repaired □ an aircraft hangar. 

hangdog ['haegdog] adj [expression, look] that 
makes somebody seem miserable or 
ashamed. 

hanger ['haegar] n a shaped piece of metal, 
wood, or plastic used for hanging clothes on. 

hanger-on (pi hangers-on) n a person who 
spends time with a richer or more important 
person or group, trying to be friendly in or¬ 
der to get things from them for free. 

hang glider n a piece of equipment for glid¬ 
ing through the air that does not have an 
engine and consists of a large frame covered 
in cloth with a harness underneath for the 
pilot. 

hang gliding n the sport of flying a hang 
glider. 

hanging ['hsegig] « -1. the form of punish¬ 
ment in which a criminal is killed by being 
hanged; a death caused by this punishment 
□ A minority of people are in favor of hanging. □ 
A crowd gathered to watch the hanging. -2. a 
piece of cloth such as a curtain that is hung 
on a wall or at a window as a decoration □ 
a wall hanging. 

hangman ['haegman] (pi hangmen [-man]) « a 
man whose job is to hang criminals, 

hangover ['haegouvar] n -1. [after drinking] a bad 
headache and feeling of sickness that some¬ 
body has the day after drinking too much 
alcohol □ / woke up with an awful hangover. 
-2. [from the past] something that remains or 
results from a practice, event, or situation in 
the past □ a hangover from the past. 

Hang Seng [.haeg'seg] n the Hang Seng (Index) 
the average of the current price of shares on 
the Hong Kong Stock Exchange, 

hang-up n something, e.g. an activity or a 
personal physical feature, that makes one 
worry too much (informal use) □ She's got a 
hang-up about her looks/going to the dentist. 

hank [haegk] « a long piece of wool, string, or 
rope that has been loosely wound into sev¬ 
eral loops. 

hanker ['haegka1] ♦ hanker after, hanker for 
vt fus to hanker after or for sthg to continu¬ 
ously think about having sthg that one 
wants or misses □ Those days are gone and 
there's no point hankering after them. 

hankering ['hasgkarig] n to have a hankering af¬ 
ter or for sthg [for foreign travel, new clothes, 
success] to have a constant wish for sthg, 
especially when one cannot have it. 

hankie, hanky ['haegki] (pi hankies) tt = hand¬ 
kerchief (informal use). 

hanky-panky [ 'paegki] n behavior involving or 
suggesting sexual activity between two peo¬ 
ple (informal and humorous use). 

Hanoi [hae'noi] the capital city of Vietnam. 
population: 3,100,000. 

Hansard ['haensa:rd] n the official written re¬ 
port of what is said and decided by the Brit¬ 
ish parliament. 

Hants abbr of Hampshire. 

haphazard [,haep'haez3rd] adj [arrangement, distri¬ 
bution, guess] not exact or planned □ He has a 
very haphazard way of doing things. 

haphazardly [,haep'haez3rdh] adv [arrange, distrib¬ 
ute, guess] see haphazard □ Clothes were scat¬ 
tered haphazardly all over the floor. 

hapless [’haeptas] adj [person] unfortunate (liter¬ 
ary use) □ The snake crushes its hapless victim to 
death. 

happen ['haepan] vi -1. [accident, change, mis¬ 

take] to take place □ What happened next? □ 
Make sure it doesn't happen again, m to happen 
to sb/sthg to take place and have an effect 
on sb/sthg □ I'm afraid something awful has 
happened to him. □ What's happened to your 
hand? -2. to happen to do sthg to do sthg by 
chance □ She happened to meet him in the bar. 
□ Do you happen to know the way to the post of¬ 
fice? m as it happens a phrase used to show 
that what is being said is rather surprising □ 
We've met before, as it happens. □ As it hap¬ 
pened, we were on the same flight to Milan. 

happening [’haepamg] n an event, 

happily ['haepali] adv -1. [laugh, talk, play] in a 
happy way □ They are happily married. □ We 
were happily driving along when suddenly the en¬ 
gine started smoking. -2. happily,... fortunately 
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□ Happily, no one was hurt. -3. [help, come, stay] 

willingly □ I'd happily go with you, but I'm busy 
that night. 

happiness ['haepinas] n the state of being sat¬ 
isfied or pleased □ a feeling of happiness □ / 
wish you health and happiness. 

happy ['haepi] (compar happier, superI happiest) 
adj -1. [person] who feels or shows satisfac¬ 
tion or pleasure; [smile, face] that shows sat¬ 
isfaction or pleasure □ She looked so happy 
when I told her. -2. [day, story] that makes 
somebody feel satisfied or pleased □ a movie 
with a happy ending □ They had a very happy 
marriage. ■ Happy Christmas/New Year/ 
Birthday the words used to express the wish 
that somebody has a pleasant Christmas/ 
New Year/birthday. -3. [customer, staff] who 
is satisfied with the way things are □ Nick is 
happy at school/in his job. □ She's not very happy 
about the new arrangement. ■ to be happy with 
or about sthg [with a decision, situation, result] 

to be satisfied with sthg □ Are you happy with 
your new secretary? -4. [chance, coincidence, 

choice] fortunate (formal use). -5. to be happy 
to do sthg to be willing to do sthg □ I'd be 
happy to help. 

happy event n the birth of a child (informal 
and humorous use) □ And when can we expect 
this happy event? 

happy-go-lucky adj [person] who is cheerful and 
not affected by worries about the future □ He's 
just an easy-going, happy-go-lucky kind of guy. 

happy hour n a time, usually early in the 
evening, when a bar sells alcoholic drinks at 
reduced prices (informal use), 

happy medium « to find or strike a happy me¬ 
dium to do something in a way that is not 
too extreme, or that provides a balance be¬ 
tween two different things □ We're trying to 
strike a happy medium between saving money 
and compromising on quality. 

harangue [ha'raeg] o n a long and often angry 
speech that somebody gives on a subject 
they feel strongly about, especially when 
they want to make people agree with them 
or do something they want, o vt [troops, 

staff] to give a harangue to <sb>. 

harass [US ha'rass, GB ’haeras] vt to trouble <sb> 
by repeatedly asking questions, causing 
problems, or making comments about sex □ 
Mrs Ewart complained she was sexually harassed 
by her boss. 

harassed [us 'herast, GB 'heer-1 adj [person] who 
has a lot of problems and looks worried and 
unhappy □ a harassed expression/reply. 

harassment [US 'herasmant, GB 'haer-] n: see 
harass a police/racial/sexual harassment. 

harbinger [lha:rbind3ar] « [of war, doom, a crisis] 

a warning or sign that something, often 
something unpleasant or important, is going 
to happen soon (literary use), 

harbor US, harbour GB ['ha:rbar] on an area 
of water on the coast, sheltered from the 
sea, where boats can be loaded and unload¬ 
ed. o vt -1. [doubt, misgiving, ambition] to have 
<sthg> in one’s mind for a long time, espe¬ 

cially without showing it □ She's harbored a 
grudge against me since we were at school. -2. 
[refugee, criminal] to keep <sb> secredy in 
one’s house, especially if they are hiding 
from the police. 

harbor master n the official in charge of a 
harbor. 

hard [ha:rd] o adj -1. [bed, ground, surface] that 
is not soft and does not change its shape 
when something presses on or against it; 
[food] that is difficult to chew or bite be¬ 
cause it is not soft enough □ marine animals 
with hard shells □ hard candy □ The bread had 
gone hard. -2. [exam, question] difficult □ It's 
hard to believe. □ You're a hard man to please. □ 
He learned about life the hard way. -3. [work, job, 

day] that requires effort and is tiring □ She's 
intelligent and also a very hard worker, a / had a 
very hard day at the office. -4. (push, kick] that 
has a lot of force □ She gave him a hard slap in 
the face. -5. [person, comment] that shows no 
kindness □ There was a hard edge to her voice. 
■ to be hard on sb/sthg to treat sb/sthg in a 
severe way □ Don't be too hard on her, she's 
very young. □ All this walking is very hard on the 
feet. -6. [life, time] unpleasant and difficult □ 
These are hard times for the aircraft industry. 
-7. [winter, frost] very cold and severe □ It was 
a hard winter, and many of the animals died. 
-8. [water] that contains a lot of lime and so 
leaves a white substance inside water pipes 
and ketdes, and stops soap from making a 
lot of bubbles. -9. [news, fact, evidence] that 
is true and can be shown to be true □ We 
need some hard evidence to support our claim. 
-10. GB politics the hard left/right the extrem¬ 
ists in the Labour/Conservative party □ He is 
facing opposition from politicians on the hard right 
of the party. 
o adv -1. [try, work] with a lot of effort □ He 
ran as hard as he could. □ He thought hard before 
answering. □ She looked at him long and hard. 
-2. [push, kick] with a lot of force □ He was hit 
hard in the stomach. -3. [rain, snow] heavily □ 
Outside, it was raining hard. -4. [bake, set] until 
it is hard □ The glue had set hard. -5. phrases 
to be hard pushed or pressed to do sthg to be 
unlikely to do sthg, because of difficulty or a 
lack of time □ We'll be hard pressed to finish 
the job by Friday. ■ to feel hard done by to feel 
as though one has been treated unfairly □ 
He always feels hard done by. 

hard-and-fast adj a hard-and-fast rule a fixed 

rule. 

hardback [’ha:rdba?k] o adj [book, edition, copy] 
that has a strong hard cover, o n a hardback 
book □ Is it available in hardback? 
NOTE: Compare paperback. 

hard-bitten adj [businessman, journalist] who is 
not kind because they have had a hard ca¬ 
reer and are determined to succeed. 

hardboard ['ha:rdba:rd] n a kind of board that 
bends slightly, made of very small pieces of 
wood pressed into thin sheets □ a piece of 

hardboard. 

hard-boiled adj -1. [egg] that has been boiled 
until the yolk is hard. -2. [person] who does 
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not show their feelings, especially because 
they have had a hard life, 

hard cash tt money in the form of bills and 
coins. 

hard cider tt US apple juice that has been fer¬ 
mented to become alcoholic, 

hard copy tt information that is printed from 
a computer onto paper instead of being kept 
on a disk. 

hard-core adj [pornography] that shows or de¬ 
scribes sexual acts in a detailed and unpleas¬ 
ant way; [magazine, video] that contains this 
kind of pornography. 

♦ hard core tt the members of a political par¬ 
ty or a group who are the most active or 
who do not want anything to change □ We 
have a hard core of about 200 members. 

hard court tt a tennis court made of clay or 
concrete rather than grass, 

hard currency « a kind of money that is like¬ 
ly to keep its value and can be exchanged 
between countries. 

hard disk tt the device inside a computer, 
that is used to store large amounts of infor¬ 
mation □ / saved it on the hard disk. □ How 
much hard disk space does your computer have? 
NOTE: Compare floppy (disk), 

hard drugs npl drugs, e.g. heroin or cocaine, 
that are thought to be dangerous and addic¬ 
tive. 
NOTE: Compare soft drugs. 

harden ['ha:rdn] o vf -1. [concrete, glue] to 
make <sthg> become hard □ The heat hardens 
the clay. -2. [person] to make <sb> hard □ His 
years in the army had hardened him. -3. [attitude, 
opinion, view] to make <sthg> stronger □ The 
public's attitude has been hardened by repeated 
cases of corruption, o vi -1. [concrete, glue] to 
become hard □ The earth had dried and hard¬ 
ened in the sun. -2. [person] to become hard □ 
Her heart gradually hardened against him. -3. 
[attitude, opinion, view] to grow stronger □ Op¬ 
position to federalism has hardened in recent 
months. 

hardened l'ha:rdnd] adj [person] who has ex¬ 
perienced something for so long that it no 
longer has an effect on them □ a hardened 
criminal □ She became hardened to their taunts. 

hardening ['ha:rdmr)] tt: see harden □ The state¬ 
ment reflects the hardening of US opinion on the 
issue. 

hard hat n a strong hard hat which workmen 
and horse riders wear to protect their heads, 

hardheaded [,ha:rd'hed3d] adj [person] who is 
practical and determined and does not allow 
their emotions to affect their actions □ a 
hardheaded approach/decision. 

hard-hearted [-'haitsd] adj [person] who is not 
kind or sympathetic to other people and 
does not care about their feelings □ How can 
you be so hard-hearted? 

hard-hitting [-'hitirj] adj [report, account] that 
contains strong opinions and makes people 
think carefully about something □ a hard¬ 
hitting documentary about government corruption. 

Harding [’ha:rdig], Warren G. (1865-1923) US 
President from 1921 to 1923. 

hard labor n a form of punishment which 
makes criminals do hard work, e.g. digging 
or building, while they are in prison □ He 
was sentenced to three years' hard labor. 

hard line tt to take a hard line on sthg to have 
a fixed opinion and way of dealing with 
sthg □ He takes a hard line on under-age drink¬ 
ing. 

♦ hard-line adj [Communist, separatist] who has 
fixed and often extreme views on a subject, 
and is unlikely to change them □ The USA is 
taking a hard-line stance on immigration. 

hard-liner tt a person who has fixed and of¬ 
ten extreme views, usually about politics, 

hardly l'ha:rdli] adv -1. almost not □ / hardly 
care what happens now. □ You can hardly expect 
him to come now, can you? ■ hardly ever/ 
anything almost never/nothing □ / hardly ever 
go to the movies. □ I've hardly eaten a thing all 
day. -2. a word used to show that one thing 
happens very soon after another, often in an 
unexpected way □ We'd hardly left the theater 
when it started to snow. 

hardness l'ha:rdn3s] tt [of water, a bed, person] 
see hard. 

hard-nosed [-'nouzd] adj (businessman, ap¬ 
proach] that is practical, determined, and not 
kind to other people. 

hard sell tt to give sb the hard sell to try to 
make sb buy something by putting a lot of 
pressure on them. 

hardship ['ha:rdjip] tt a difficult or unpleasant 
situation that is often caused by a lack of 
money □ The family suffered financial hardship. 

hard shoulder tt the area at the edge of a 
highway where drivers can stop in an emer¬ 
gency □ 'Please use hard shoulder.' 

hard up adj (informal use) to be hard up to 
have very little money. ■ to be hard up for 
sthg to be in need of sthg □ We're always 
hard up for volunteers. 

hardware [’ha:rdwe3r] tt -1. a collective term 
for tools or equipment, e.g. saucepans, ham¬ 
mers, or nails, sold for use in the home and 
garden. -2. computing the machinery that is 
part of a computer, rather than the pro¬ 
grams the computer can operate. 
NOTE: Compare software, 

hardware store tt US a store where hardware 
for the home is sold. 

hardwearing [,ha:rd'we3rir)] adj GB [shoes, 
clothes] that can last a long time, even if 
they are used often □ a hardwearing carpet. 

hardwood ['ha:rdwud] tt hard, strong, heavy 
wood, e.g. teak or mahogany, that is used 
to make good-quality furniture that will last 
a long time □ a hardwood table. 

hardworking [,ha:rd'w3:rkii)] adj [pupil, em¬ 
ployee] who works hard □ Laura is a diligent 
and hardworking student. 

hardy ['ha:rdi] (compar hardier, superl hardiest) 
adj -1. (person, animal] that is strong and 
healthy, even under difficult conditions, e.g. 
lack of food, sleep, or warmth □ Even the har- 
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diest of climbers would have found this difficult. 
-2. [plant] that can live outside during the 
winter □ a hardy annual. 

hare [ heorj o n an animal like a large rabbit 
that has long ears and powerful back legs 
and can run very fast, o vi GB to hare off to 
move away very quickly. 

harebell ['he3rbel] n a plant with thin stems 
and blue flowers that are shaped like bells. 

harebrained ['hearbreind] adj [person, scheme, 

idea] silly and impractical □ They've got some 
harebrained scheme about going off to Morocco 
for the weekend. 

harelip [,hear'lip] n a break in the top lip, which 
some babies are bom with, and which can 
usually be repaired by an operation. 

harem [US 'haeram, GB ha:'ri:m] n the part of a 
Muslim house where the women live and 
which only certain men are allowed to en¬ 
ter; the women who live in this place. 

haricot (bean) [us 'herikou-, GB 'haer-] n a 
small white bean, usually sold in a dried 
form, that can be cooked and eaten. 

hark [hu:rk] vi to hark back to sthg [to one’s 

schooldays, youth] to talk or think about sthg 
which happened in the past; [to an era, style] 

to be similar to sthg from the past □ / was 
harking back to my time in the army. □ The movie 
harks back to the days of the great Hollywood 
musicals. 

Harlem ['haslam] an area of northeastern 
Manhattan, New York City, with a large 
Black and Hispanic community. 

harlequin ['ha:rlakwin] n in the past, a humor¬ 
ous character in plays who usually wore 
clothes with a diamond pattern in many col¬ 
ors and a black mask. 

Harley Street ['ha:rli-] a street in central Lon¬ 
don where there are many expensive private 
doctors and medical clinics □ a Harley Street 
doctor/clinic. 

harm [ha:rm] o n [to a person, animal] physical 
or psychological damage; [to a plant, sb’s repu¬ 

tation, clothes] damage. ■ to do harm to sb/ 
sthg, to do sb/sthg harm to affect sb/sthg 
badly □ It could do you more harm than good. □ 
No harm done. ■ to mean no harm to have no 
intention of hurting somebody or damaging 
something because of what one does □ Ig¬ 
nore his teasing, he means no harm by it. ■ 
there's no harm in it it will not hurt anybody 
or cause any damage □ There's no harm in hav¬ 
ing a look. □ Where's the harm in that? ■ to be 
out of harm's way [person, animal, object] to be 
safe □ I've put the glass stuff out of harm's way 
for the party. ■ to come to no harm to suffer 
no injury during an event or experience □ Do 
what I say and you won't come to any harm, 
o vt [person, animal] to hurt <sb/sthg> physi¬ 
cally or psychologically; [reputation, clothes] 

to damage <sthg> □ / would never want to 
harm you/our relationship. □ It remains to be seen 
whether their comments will harm the peace pro¬ 

cess. 

harmful ['ha:rmfl] adj [substance, drug, effect] 

that can cause physical or psychological 

harp 

harm □ Drinking and smoking during pregnancy 
are harmful to your baby. 

harmless ['ha:rmlas] adj [animal, person, sub¬ 

stance] that does not cause harm □ It was just 
harmless fun. 

harmlessly ['ha:rmlasli] adv [fall, explode! with¬ 

out causing harm □ The bomb exploded harm¬ 
lessly in the ocean. 

harmonic [ha:r'mmiik] adj [quality, effect] that is 

caused by two or more notes being played 

or sung together to make a pleasant sound. 

harmonica [ha:r‘mDnika] « a small musical in¬ 

strument that is moved from side to side 

across one’s lips and blown or sucked to 

make a sound. 

harmonious [ha:r'mounjas] adj -1. [relationship, 

meeting] peaceful and pleasant □ policies for a 

more caring harmonious society. -2. music 

[notes, sounds] that sound pleasant when 
heard together □ a very harmonious tune. 
-3. [effect, building, layout] that is made up of 
parts that fit together well to make some¬ 
thing that looks good or works □ The design 
of the house is a harmonious blend of old and 
new. 

harmonium [had'moonjam] {pi harmoniums) n 
a musical instrument that has keys and ped¬ 

als like a piano and is worked by air that is 

pumped through it. 

harmonize, -ise ['hadmanaiz] o vt [policies, 

styles, approaches] to join <two or more 

things> so that they go well together □ Infla¬ 
tion rates must be harmonized before economic 
integration can occur, o vi -1. [sounds, colors, 

methods] to go well together. ■ to harmonize 
with sthg to go well with sthg □ The new gal¬ 
lery was designed to harmonize with the sur¬ 
rounding buildings. -2. music to sing in harmo¬ 

ny with a piece of music. 

harmony ['ha:rmam] {pi harmonies) n -1. 
[between people, animals, organizations] a state 

of peaceful agreement □ racial harmony □ The 
two peoples had lived together in harmony for 
generations. ■ to be in harmony with sthg to 

have the same qualities or ideas as sthg o 

Her novels were not in harmony with the atti¬ 
tudes of her time. -2. music notes sung or 

played together to make a pleasant sound □ 
two voices singing in harmony. -3. [of propor¬ 

tions, colors, a building] the pleasant effect pro¬ 

duced by two or more things, or the parts 

of something, which go together well to 

make a single thing □ a certain lack of harmony 
in the design of the building. 

harness ['ha:rnas] on-1. [for a horse] the 

pieces of leather and metal put on a horse 

in order to control it or fasten it to a vehi¬ 

cle. -2. [for a person, child] the set of bands 

used to attach somebody to a seat, para¬ 

chute etc □ a safety harness □ a children's har¬ 
ness. o v( -1. to attach a harness or vehicle 

to <a horse>. -2. [energy, power, skills] to 

make good practical use of <sthg> □ Man is 
now able to harness the power of the sun and 

the winds. 

harp [hu:rp] « a large musical instrument with 

strings which run from the top to the bot- 
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tom of a frame and which are plucked to 
make a sound. 

♦ harp on vi to harp on about sthg to talk 
about sthg very often, in an annoying way □ 
For goodness sake, stop harping on about it! 

harpist ['ha:rp3st] n a person who plays the 
harp. 

harpoon [ha:r'pu:n] o n a large spear attached 
to a rope, used to kill large creatures that 
live in the sea. o vt [whale, shark] to fire or 
push a harpoon into <an animal>. 

harpsichord ['ha:rpsiko:rd] n a musical instru¬ 
ment that was an early form of the piano 
and that was popular in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. 

harrowing [US herooirj, GB ’haer-] adj [experi¬ 

ence, report, story] that is very unpleasant and 
upsetting because somebody involved suf¬ 
fers □ We had a pretty harrowing trip here. 

harry [US 'heri, GB ‘haeri] (ft & pp harried) vt 
-1. [person] to put pressure on <sb> so that 
they become annoyed or anxious □ The land¬ 
lord was harrying them for the rent. -2. muitary 
[enemy, troops] to keep attacking <a group of 
soldiers> □ Fighter planes continually harried 
supply lines. 

harsh [ha:rJ] adj -1. [life, existence, reality] se¬ 
vere and unpleasant; [punishment, criticism, 

person, measures] unfairly severe □ / think 
you're being too harsh on him. -2. [weather, con¬ 

ditions] that is unpleasant and difficult to 
deal with □ Very few animals can survive in this 
harsh climate. -3. [cry, breathing, voice] that is 
unpleasant to hear because it is loud, forced, 
or rough □ an ugly harsh laugh. -4. [color, con¬ 

trast, light] that is very strong and unpleasant 
to the eyes □ The harsh sunlight made her blink. 
-5. [terrain] extreme and difficult to travel 
across or live in. -6. [taste, flavor, smell] strong 
and unpleasant □ It tasted bitter and harsh. 

harshly ['ha:rJli] adv [punish, cry, shine] see 
harsh □ We mustn't judge her too harshly. 

harshness f'hcmjnas] n: see harsh □ Her voice 
had lost something of its harshness. □ the harsh¬ 
ness of an Arctic winter. 

harvest ['ha:rvist] o « -1. the act of picking 
crops at the end of a growing season □ at 
harvest time. -2. the crops that have been 
picked at the end of a particular growing 
season □ a good/bad harvest, o vt [corn, wheat, 

grapes] to pick <all of a crop> and put it 
somewhere safe □ The fruit is harvested in late 
summer. 

harvest festival n a Christian celebration that 
takes place in churches and some schools to 
thank God for the harvest. 

has [stressed haez, unstressed hsz] vb —r have. 

has-been « a person or thing that is no long¬ 
er as popular or successful as they were in 
the past (informal and disapproving use) □ Face 
it, Gloria, you're a has-been! 

hash [haej] n -1. cooking small pieces of 
cooked meat served in a sauce □ beef hash. 
-2. to make a hash of sthg to do sthg badly 
and unsuccessfully (informal use) □ I'm sorry, I 

seem to have made a real hash of things. -3. 
hashish (informal use). 

hash browns npl potatoes cut into small 
pieces, shaped into round pieces, and fried 
in oil until they are brown. 

hashish ['hae/iif] « a drug, made from the 
leaves of the cannabis plant, which is 
smoked and is illegal in many countries. 

hasn't [’haeznt] = has not. 

hassle ['hassl] (informal use) o n something that 
is annoying or difficult and causes a lot of 
extra work □ They gave us a lot of hassle at 
customs, o vt to annoy <sb>, especially by 
trying to make them do something □ She's 
always hassling me to stop smoking. 

haste [heist] n -1. rush. ■ to do sthg in haste 
to do sthg quickly, often with bad results □ 
In his haste to leave, he dropped the precious en¬ 
velope on the ground. -2. speed. ■ to make 
haste to hurry (old-fashioned use). 

hasten ['heisn] (formal use) O vt [end, downfall, 

development] to make <sthg> happen more 
quickly □ Her drinking served merely to hasten 
her death, o vi to hurry □ They hastened to 
close the windows. □ It wasn't me, I hasten to 
add. 

hastily ['heistali] adv -1. [discuss, decide] too 
quickly, so that something may go wrong 
later □ The bridge was rather hastily built. -2. 
[eat, dress, wash] quickly □ “At least, so I've 
heard," he added hastily. 

hasty ['heisti] (compar hastier, superl hastiest) 
adj -1. [decision, judgment] that is made too 
quickly and often has bad results; [person] 

who does something too quickly, without 
considering something carefully □ We mustn't 
be too hasty. -2. [meal, letter] that is eaten, 
written etc quickly because there is not 
much time □ Hasty preparations were being 
made for the visit. 

hat [hast] n an item of clothing that is worn 
on one’s head and often has a section 
around the bottom that sticks outward. ■ 
keep it under your hat keep it a secret (infor¬ 
mal use). ■ to be talking through one's hat to 
be talking nonsense (informal use). ■ to be old 
hat to be so well-known that it has become 
boring and old-fashioned (informal use) □ Vio¬ 
lence on TV? Oh, come on now, that's old hat! 

hatbox ['haetbDks] n a round box for carrying 
and storing a hat. 

hatch [haetj] o vf -1. [bird] to sit on <an egg> 
until it breaks open and a baby bird comes 
out □ The mother sits on the eggs to hatch her 
chicks. -2. farming to make <a baby bird> 
come out of its shell at the right time □ The 
eggs are hatched in an incubator. -3. [person] to 
make <a plan, plot> etc in secret □ They're 
hatching some kind of plot, I can tell, o vi [chick, 

animal, insect] to come out of an egg; [egg] to 
be broken open when a baby bird, animal, 
or insect is bom. o n an opening in a wall, 
usually between the kitchen and the dining 
room, through which food and dishes are 
passed □ a serving hatch. 



485 have 

hatchback ['haetjbaek] « a car with an extra 
door at the back which opens upwards, 

hatchet ['haetfat) n a small ax with a short 
handle, used for chopping wood. ■ to bury 
the hatchet to become friendly again after a 
quarrel, especially one a long time ago □ 
What do you say we bury the hatchet and be 
friends again ? 

hatchet job tt to do a hatchet job on sb/sthg 
to say or write very cruel things about sb/ 
sthg (informal use). 

hatchway ['haetjwei] n an opening in a wall, 
floor, or ceiling, especially on a ship, through 
which people and things can pass, 

hate [heit] o « a feeling of very strong dislike 
□ You could hear the hate in his voice, o vt 
-1. [person, violence, rudeness] to dislike <sb/ 
sthg> very much □ / hate you! □ He's the 
country's most hated man. -2. [food, activity, 
situation] to find <sthg> unpleasant and un¬ 
desirable □ / hate going to the dentist's. □ / hate 
to tell you, but you forgot to save that file. □ She 
hates it when her parents argue. 

hateful [‘heitfl] adj [person, job, remark] very 
unpleasant □ That was a hateful thing to say. 

hate mail « unkind letters sent to somebody 
by a person who dislikes them □ We've been 
receiving hate mail again. 

hatred [‘heitrad] n a feeling of very strong dis¬ 
like □ He had an intense hatred of the police. □ a 
feeling of hatred. 

hat trick « sport [in soccer, hockey] three goals 
scored by one person in one game, 

haughty ['ho:ti] (compar haughtier, superl 

haughtiest) adj [person] who shows a feeling 
of superiority and a low opinion of other 
people □ a haughty tone of voice. 

haul [ho:l] o n -1. an amount of stolen goods 
□ The gang got away with a huge haul of stolen 
jewels. -2. a long haul a long difficult trip or 
process □ It was a long haul up to the summit. □ 
the long haul towards democracy, o vf -1. [rope, 
bag, log] to move <sthg> with a lot of effort 
in a particular direction by pulling it, lifting 
it etc □ She hauled the suitcase into the car. □ 
Ben hauled himself to his feet. -2. [goods] to 
transport <sthg> by truck over a long dis¬ 
tance. 

haulage ['ho:lid3] n the business, activity, or 
cost of transporting goods by road □ haulage 
costs. 

haulage contractor n a person or company 
that transports goods by road, 

hauler ['ho:lr[ us, haulier ['ho:li3r] GB n -1. a 
business that transports goods by truck; a 
person who runs this kind of business □ a 
firm of road haulers. -2. a driver who trans¬ 
ports goods by truck. 

haunch [hointj] « the hip, buttock, and, top 
part of the leg on one side of a person’s or 

animal’s body. 

haunt [ho:nt] On a place that somebody visits 
often □ The club was one of his favorite haunts, 
o vt -1. [ghost] to visit <a person or place> 
in the form of a ghost □ He claimed that his fa¬ 
ther had come back to haunt him. -2. [memory, 

fear] to return often to the thoughts of <sb> 
□ He is haunted by the past. 

haunted ['hointod] adj -1. [house, castle] where 
a ghost or ghosts can be seen or heard □ 
They say this house is haunted. -2. [look, expres¬ 
sion] worried □ Brian developed a kind of perma¬ 
nently haunted look. 

haunting ['hointiij] adj [tune, image, memory] 
that is so beautiful or sad that one remem¬ 
bers it for a long time □ the haunting melody 
of the solo violin. 

Havana [ha'vaens] the capital of Cuba and its 
largest city, population: 1,925,000. 

have [haev] (pt & pp had) o aux vb -1. used to 
form the past tenses of verbs □ / have been ill. 
□ We had gone to bed early that evening. □ They 
will have forgotten all about it by next week, o If 
I'd known, I wouldn't have said anything. -2. 
used in question tags □ She hasn't left yet, has 
she? □ "You've told him, haven't you?" — "Yes, I 
have." 
o vf -1. used to describe things or qualities 
that are owned by somebody, or are part of 
their appearance, way of life etc □ They have 
a lot of friends/money. □ He had dark hair and 
brown eyes. □ We don't have a car/dishwasher. 
-2. to have a swim/shower/nap to swim/ 
shower/nap (used to describe actions) □ Let's 
not have an argument about it. □ Why don't we 
have a party? ■ to have a sandwich/beer to eat 
a sandwich/drink a beer (used instead of 
more specific verbs) □ Let's have something to 
eat! -3. to have cancer/the flu to be ill with 
cancer/the flu □ / have a terrible headache. 
-4. to have a baby to give birth to a baby. ■ 
to be having a baby to be pregnant. -5. to be 
sent or told <sthg> □ Have you had any news 
yet? □ / had a phone call from John. -6. to have 
sthg done to employ somebody to do sthg 
for one □ I'm having the outside of the house 
painted. □ / have my hair cut once a month. -7. I 
had my car stolen my car was stolen (used to 
describe something unpleasant that happens 
to one). -8. to have sthg to do to have sthg 
that must be done or that one is responsible 
for □ We have a deadline to meet. □ She had a 
targe family to feed. □ I'll come with you. I don't 
have anything to do today. -9. it has to do with 
money it involves money □ All this has nothing 
to do with you. -10. phrases you've been had! 
you have been cheated or tricked. ■ it's had 
it [car, machine, dress] it is too old or worn- 
out to be usable □ These shoes have really had 
it. ■ I won't have it! I won’t allow it □ / won't 
have you going out dressed like that! ■ to have it 
in for sb to dislike sb and try to find ways to 
treat them badly □ He really has it in for you! 
o modal vb to have to do sthg to be forced to 
do sthg because of reasons one cannot con¬ 
trol □ Did you have to wait long? □ / might have 
to leave work early today. ■ he doesn't have to 
come it is not necessary for him to come □ / 
told him I'd have to think about it. 

♦ haves npl the haves and the have-nots the 
rich and the poor people in society. 

♦ have on vf sep -1. to have sthg on [dress, 
shoes] to be wearing sthg □ Don't come in, I 
have nothing on! n She had on a pair of gold ear- 
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rings. -2. to have a lot on/nothing on to be 
busy/not busy □ / don't have much on this 
weekend, so why not come around for a meal? 
-3. you're having me on! you’re teasing me! 
(informal use). 

♦ have out vt sep -1. to have one's tonsils/ 
appendix out to have one’s tonsils/appendix 
taken out of one’s body by a doctor because 
they are making one ill □ Have you had your 
wisdom teeth out? -2. to have it out with sb to 
have a frank and thorough discussion with 
sb in order to end a disagreement or mis¬ 
understanding that has existed □ I'm deter¬ 
mined to have it out with him once and for all. 

haven ['heivn] « a peaceful and safe place □ 
The refugees were just looking for some kind of 
haven over the border. 

haven't fhaevnt] = have not. 

haversack ['haev3rsaek] n GB a canvas bag, 
usually carried over one shoulder by a hiker, 
soldier etc. 

havoc ['hasvak] n disorder, confusion, and 
damage □ There was havoc as everybody stam¬ 
peded for the doors. □ scenes of sheer havoc. ■ 
to play havoc with sthg to cause a lot of 
problems and confusion for sthg □ The weath¬ 
er is playing havoc with flight departures again. 

Hawaii [hs'waii:] a state of the USA consisting 
of a group of islands in the central Pacific 
Ocean, abbreviation: HI. size: 16,600 sq kms. 
population: 1,108,229 (Hawaiians). capital: 
Honolulu. 

Hawaiian [ho'waian] « & adj: see Hawaii. 

hawk [ho:k] o « -1. one of several types of 
large birds of prey with very good eyesight. 
■ to watch sb like a hawk to watch sb very 
carefully □ You have to watch those kids like a 
hawk! -2. politics a person who supports the 
use of force when dealing with other coun¬ 
tries, especially in order to settle disputes □ 
the hawks in the Pentagon, o vt to try to sell 
<sthg> by offering it to different people, 
e.g. in the street or by visiting their homes. 

hawker ['hoikal n a person who stands in the 
street or goes from house to house hawking 
goods. 

Hawksmoor ['haiksmusl, Nicholas (1661— 
1736) a British architect who designed many 
churches in London. 

hawthorn ['ho:0o:rnj « a small tree with red or 
white flowers, thorns, and red berries. 

Hawthorne ['hoi0oirn], Nathaniel (1804-1864) 
a US writer of novels and short stories. His 
work includes The Scarlet Letter and The 
House of the Seven Gables. 

hay [hei] « grass that has been cut and dried 
to be used for feeding animals □ a bale of 
hay. a to make hay while the sun shines to 
enjoy or take advantage of a situation as 
much as possible before it ends. 

hay fever « a medical condition caused by an 
allergy to pollen that causes irritation to the 
eyes, nose, and throat, and makes people 
sneeze a lot. 

haymaking ['heimeikirj] n the process of cut¬ 

ting and drying grass to make hay □ the hay¬ 
making season. 

haystack ['heistaek] n a large pile of cut hay. 

haywire ['heiwaial adj to go haywire [plan, ma¬ 
chine, system] to become disordered, con¬ 
fused, or out of control □ Suddenly the dials 
went haywire. 

hazard ['haez3rd] o n something that could be 
dangerous to somebody or something □ The 
wreck is or poses a hazard to other ships. □ a 
health hazard, o vt -1. to put <sb’s life, 
health, reputation> etc in a situation that 
might be dangerous or harmful. -2. to hazard 
a guess to make a guess □ If I were to hazard a 
guess, I'd say there were 60 of them. 

hazardous ['hazo'das] adj [venture, waste] dan¬ 
gerous. 

hazard (warning) lights npl the indicators on 
a motor vehicle wben they are all operated 
at the same time to warn other road users 
of a problem such as a breakdown, 

haze [heiz] n -1. air that is difficult to see 
through because of the effects of heat, 
smoke, or mist □ a heat haze. -2. to be in a 
haze [person, mind] to be confused because 
one’s thoughts are not clear, 

hazel ['heizl] o adj [eyes] green brown in col¬ 
or. o n a small tree that produces hazelnuts, 

hazelnut ['heizlnAt] n a small round nut that 
can be eaten. 

hazy ['heizi] (compar hazier, superl haziest) adj 
-1. [sky, weather, view] that is caused by haze 
□ The light's very hazy today. -2. [understanding, 
memory, facts] that is not very clear and not 
completely correct □ I'm a bit hazy about the 
details, though. 

H-bomb n abbr of hydrogen bomb, 

h & c abbr of hot and cold (water). 

he [hi:] o pron -1. (used as the subject of a 
verb) the man, boy, or male animal that has 
just been mentioned, seen etc □ "I'm looking 
for Kevin." — "He's over there, talking to Jane." 
-2. used in statements where no specific 
person has been identified □ A parent can only 
do what he thinks is right, o k a male animal 
or baby □ Is it a he or a she? 

he- prefix added to words to refer to the male 
of a particular type of animal □ a he-goat. 

HE -1. abbr of high explosive. -2. abbr of His (or 
Her) Excellency. 

head [hed] o n -1. [of a person, animal] the top 
part of the body that includes the eyes, ears, 
nose, mouth, brain etc □ She turned/nodded 
her head. □ / bumped my head on the door. • a 
or per head for each person □ Tickets cost $50 
a head. ■ to say sthg off the top of one's head 
to say sthg without thinking about it first 
and without being sure it is correct □ Just off 
the top of my head, I'd say we'd need around 
$10,000. ■ to bite or snap sb's head off to 
speak very angrily to sb, especially when 
they do not expect it or when there is no 
strong reason for it (informal use) □ There's no 
need to bite my head off, I was only asking. ■ to 
laugh/sing/shout one's head off to laugh/sing/ 
shout in a very noisy and energetic way 
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(informal use). ■ to be banging one's head 
against a brick wall to keep trying to do 
something but without success, because it is 
impossible (informal use) □ / feel as If I'm just 
banging my head against a brick wall. ■ I 
couldn't make head or tail of it I couldn’t 
understand it at all. ■ on your (own) head be 
it you will have to take all the responsibility 
for it □ You can go. but on your own head be it. 
-2. a person’s mind or their ability to use 
their brain for a particular kind of work □ 
Don't put silly ideas into his head. □ / can't get 
that tune out of my head. □ She has a good head 
for figures/business. □ Use your head. ■ to have 
a head for heights to be able to stay up in a 
high place or position without feeling dizzy, 
falling etc. ■ to be out of one's head US, to be 
off one's head GB to be crazy or foolish (in¬ 
formal use) □ You must be out of your head to 
want to go there now! ■ we put our heads to¬ 
gether we exchanged opinions and informa¬ 
tion, and thought of a plan □ Why don't we 
put our heads together and come up with a plan? 
■ to go to one's head [alcohol! to make one 
feel drunk; [success, praise] to make one feel 
too proud of oneself □ / think all this media at¬ 
tention has gone to his head. ■ to keep one's 
head to stay calm and able to think clearly, 
especially in a dangerous situation □ We 
need somebody who is able to keep their head in 
a stressful situation, m to lose one's head to 
panic or stop thinking clearly □ He just lost 
his head and started screaming. ■ to be soft in 
the head to be stupid or crazy (informal use) 
□ Have you gone soft in the head or something? 
-3. [of a nail, page, bed] the top part of some¬ 
thing □ My name appeared at the head of their 
list. □ the head of a hammer □ a screw head. 
-4. [of a flower, cabbage] the top part where 
the petals or leaves grow □ a flower head. 
-5. [of a company, department, family] the per¬ 
son who is in charge of an organized group 
of people □ Fifteen heads of government attend¬ 
ed the meeting. -6. electronics a device in a 
tape recorder, video recorder, computer etc, 
that records signals on tape or disk, or plays 
them back □ tape heads. -7. GB education = 
head teacher. -8. phrase to come to a head 
[problem, dispute, issue] to come to a point 
when something urgent has to be done □ 
Matters came to a head last June. 

o vt -1. [procession, convoy] to be at the front 
of <sthg> □ Members of the family headed the 
march. -2. [delegation, company, organization] to 
be officially in charge of <sthg> □ the UN 
troops, headed by General Janvier. -3. [list, 
group] to be the first in <sthg> □ In the 1970s, 
Lawson headed the FBI's "most wanted list. 
-4. sport [in soccer] to hit <a ball> with one's 

head. 

o vi to move in a particular direction □ We 
gave up and headed home. □ The ship was head¬ 
ing due north □ Where are you headed? Maybe I 

can give you a ride. 

♦ heads ttpl the side of a coin that has an im¬ 
age of a head on it. ■ heads or tails? a 
phrase used by people when tossing a coin 
to decide something. The aim is to guess 

headlight 

which side of the coin will face upward 
when it lands. 

♦ head for vt fus -1. to head for a place to go 
towards a place □ I'm heading for Toronto. 
-2. to be heading for sthg [for trouble, victory] 
to behave or happen in a way that makes 
sthg very likely □ I'm heading for financial ruin 
at this rate. 

♦ head off o vt sep -1. to head off sb/sthg 
[person, vehicle] to make sb/sthg change di¬ 
rection by moving toward or in front of it □ 
The police headed him off on Galena Road. -2. to 
do something to stop <a disaster, rebellion> 
etc from happening, o vi [person] to leave a 
place □ The car headed off east. 

headache [’hedeik] « -1. a pain in the head □ / 
have a headache. -2. an annoying problem (in¬ 
formal use) □ Publication of the details would pre¬ 
sent a big headache for the party in power. 

headband [’hedbsnd] « a strip of fabric that 
one wears across one’s forehead to keep 
one’s hair or sweat out of one’s eyes, 

headboard ['hedbo:rd] « an upright board at 
the top end of a bed. 

head boy n GB education a boy pupil chosen 
to lead the prefects and represent the school 
at public events. 

head cold « a cold that causes headaches and 
a blocked or runny nose. 

head count « the act or process of counting 
how many people are present in a particular 
place □ I did a quick head count when everybody 
was back on the bus. 

headdress ['heddres] « a piece of clothing that 
is worn on the head as a decoration, espe¬ 
cially at important ceremonies, 

header ['hedar] « -1. sport [in soccer] the act of 
heading a ball. -2. computing information at 
the beginning of a list of data that is con¬ 
nected with the rest of the data, 

headfirst [hed'f3:rst] adv [fall, dive] with the 
rest of the body following the head □ He 
crashed and plunged headfirst into the ditch. 

headgear ['hedgisr] « a collective term for 
things that are worn on one’s head, e.g. 
hats, caps, or scarves □ Protective headgear 
should be worn by all cyclists. 

head girl n GB education a girl pupil chosen 
to lead the prefects and represent the school 
at public events. 

headhunt ['hedhAnt] vt to try to persuade 
<sb> to leave their job and take another 
one, usually by offering more money or sta¬ 

tus. 

headhunter ['hedhAntaf n a person whose job 
is to headhunt people for particular jobs, 

heading ['hedig] « the title given at the top of 
a piece of writing, e.g. of a report, chapter, 
or paragraph □ The information appeared under 
the heading “miscellaneous 

headlamp ['hedlsemp] n GB = headlight, 

headland ['hedland] « a narrow piece of land 
that sticks out into the sea. 

headlight ['hedlait] n a powerful light at the 
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front of a car, truck, motorcycle etc □ 'Dip 
your headlights.' 

headline [’hedlain] n -1. [in a newspaper] the ti¬ 

tle of a newspaper article printed in large 

letters above it □ / only saw the headline. -2. tv 

& radio the most important details of one 

of the main news stories, often read at the 

beginning of a news program □ Here are 
today's headlines. □ the news headlines. -3. 

phrase to hit the headlines [person, scandal] to 

be the subject of one of the main news sto¬ 

ries □ Unemployment has hit the headlines again. 

headlong [’hector)] o adv -1. [run, rush] very 

quickly and out of control □ The truck hurtled 
headlong down the road. -2. to rush headlong 
into sthg to become involved in sthg quickly 

and without thinking about what one is do¬ 

ing □ / don't want to rush headlong into marriage. 
-3. [fall, dive] headfirst a He was thrown head¬ 
long into a bush, o adj [rush, dash] that one 

does without thinking about what one is 

doing □ The crowd made a headlong dash for 
the exit. 

headmaster [us .hed’maestr, gb -’moists] n the 
male teacher who runs a school, 

headmistress fihed’mistras] n the female 
teacher who runs a school. 

head office « GB the main office of a business 
or organization where important decisions are 
made; the people who work in this office. 

head of state {pi heads of state) n a person 

who is the official leader of a country □ The 
President met with Commonwealth heads of 
state. 

head-on o adj -1. [collision, crash] in which the 

front parts of two vehicles hit each other □ 
The car was involved in a head-on collision with a 
truck. -2. [confrontation, disagreement] that is 

direct and in which people are not willing 

to compromise □ The stage is set for a head-on 
clash between the President and Congress, o 
adv [meet, collide] The car drove head-on into a 
lamp-post. □ Management confronted the union 
head-on. 

headphones [’hedfounz] npl small loud¬ 

speakers that fit over the ears, are usually 

held in place by a band across the head, and 

are used for listening to recorded sounds in 

private, e.g. from a personal stereo □ a pair of 
headphones □ She was wearing headphones. 

headquarters [,hed’kwo:rt3rz] npl [of a company, 

army, the police] the main office, building etc 

where the leaders of an organization work 

and important decisions are made □ Their 
headquarters are in Bonn. □ the UN headquarters. 

headrest [’hedrest] « the soft part at the top 

of a seat, usually in a car, that can be used 

for resting the back of one’s head on. 

headroom [’hedruim] « -1. [below a bridge, barri¬ 

er] the amount of space between the top of 

a vehicle and something it needs to pass un¬ 

der □ 'Max Headroom: 8 ft.1 -2. [in a car] the 

amount of space above somebody’s head □ 
There’s not much headroom in here. 

headscarf [’hedskairf] {pi headscarves [-ska:rvz] 

or headscarfs) n a scarf worn on the head, 
usually by women. 

headset [’hedset] « a pair of headphones, espe¬ 
cially one that has a microphone attached, 

headship [’hedfip] n GB the position held by 
the head of an organization, especially the 
head teacher of a school, 

headstand [’hedstaend] n the act of balancing 
on one’s head and hands, with one’s feet in 

the air. 
head start n an important advantage that 

somebody has in a situation such as a race, 
competition etc □ Being bilingual gives her a 
head start on or over the other applicants. 

headstone [’hedstoun] n the stone at the end 
of a grave that has the dead person’s name 

on it. 

headstrong [’hedstror)] adj [person] who is de¬ 
termined and unwilling to listen to other 
people’s advice □ Sarah can be extremely head¬ 
strong at times. 

head teacher « GB the teacher who runs a 
school. 

head waiter n the waiter who is in charge of 
the other waiters in a restaurant, 

headway [’hedwei] n to make headway [project, 
person] to make progress, often after there 
have been a lot of problems □ Talks are finally 
beginning to make headway. 

headwind [’hedwind] « a wind that is blowing 
in the opposite direction to the one some¬ 
body is moving in. 

headword [’hedw3ird] « in a dictionary, a 
word or short group of words that is fol¬ 
lowed by a definition or a translation, and 
sometimes by an example, to show its 
meaning. 

heady [’hedi] (compar headier, superl headiest) 
adj -1. [time, atmosphere, experience] that 
makes one feel very excited and hopeful □ 
After the heady days of last August, the govern¬ 
ment now has to produce results. -2. [perfume, 
drink] that is very strong and makes one feel 
drunk or dizzy □ a heady wine. 

heal [hid] o vt -1. [person, wound] to make 
<sb/sthg> healthy again □ This man claims to 
be able to heal the sick. -2. [damage, discord] to 
repair <sthg> □ Is Jospin the man to heal the 
Party's divisions? o vi [wound, broken bone] The 
emotional scars will take even longer to heal. 

♦ heal up vi [wound, injury] = heal, 

healing [’hiiliri] o adj [power, treatment] that 
can heal a person or wound □ The herb has 
many healing properties, o n [of a person, wound] 

see heal □ The healing process will take time. 

health [helG] n -1. [of a person] the condition of 
a person’s body □ Smoking is bad for your 
health. □ The prisoners are all in good/poor health. 
■ the Department of Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices the US government department re¬ 
sponsible for the welfare system. ■ the De¬ 
partment of Health the British government 
department responsible for the National 
Health Service. ■ to drink to sb's health to 
raise one’s glass, say that one hopes sb con¬ 
tinues to have good health, and then drink. 
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-2. [of an economy, organization, industry] the 
state of being successful and working well □ 
measures to improve the health of the economy. 

health care n the system of hospitals, doc¬ 
tors, pharmacies etc that exist in a particular 
place □ healthcare workers □ healthcare plan □ 
France has excellent health care. 

health center « a place where a group of 
doctors provide medical treatment and ad¬ 
vice for the people of a particular area, 

health club n a private club where people go 
to exercise. 

health-conscious adj [person] who tries to 
have good health by exercising, eating 
healthy food, not smoking etc. 

health farm tt a place where people pay to 
stay and are encouraged to become more 
healthy, especially by dieting and exercising, 

health food n food that is thought to be good 
for one’s health, e.g. because it has more 
fiber or fewer artificial additives than most 
normal food. 

health food store n a store that sells health 
food. 

health hazard « something such as pollution 
that might harm people’s health, 

health insurance n a form of insurance that 
is used to pay for medical treatment, 

health service n the combined social services 
in a country that are concerned with peo¬ 
ple’s health. 

health visitor n GB a nurse whose job is to 
visit people at home, e.g. people with 
babies, or people who are handicapped or 
elderly, to give help and advice on matters 
concerning their health, 

healthy ['helQi] (compar healthier, superl health¬ 
iest) adj -1. [person, animal, plant] that is in 
good health □ She was looking tanned and 
healthy. —2. [appetite, skin, color] that shows 
that somebody is in good health. -3. [climate, 

food, lifestyle] that is good for one’s health □ 
a healthy diet □ healthy red cheeks □ It's not 
healthy to eat too much fat. -4. [economy, organi¬ 

zation, industry] that is successful and works 
well □ Our business is healthy again. -5. [profit, 

amount, increase] that is large and pleasing □ 
He made a healthy profit on the deal. -6. [atti¬ 

tude, respect, skepticism] that is natural and 
sensible □ I've always had a healthy mistrust for 
political extremists like him. 

heap [hi:p] o n an untidy pile □ a heap of 
rubble/clothes □ His books lay in a heap on the 
floor. □ a compost heap. ■ to fall down or col¬ 
lapse in a heap [person] to fall down with a 
lot of force and not move □ Simon came in 
and just collapsed in a heap on the floor, o vt 
-1. [rubbish, coal] to make a heap of <sthg> □ 
He heaped food on or onto his plate. -2. to heap 
praise/scorn etc on sb to praise/scom etc sb 
a lot. 

♦ heaps npl heaps of sthg [of money, time] a 
large amount of sthg (informal use) □ He has 
heaps of experience. 

hear [hmr] {pt & pp heard [h3:rd]) o vt -1. 
[voice, person, sound] to become aware of, 

recognize, or understand <sb/sthg> through 
one’s ears □ Can you hear me? □ / heard that 
song again. -2. [news, result, rumor] to find 
<sthg> out by being told by somebody else 
or from the radio or television □ / heard (that) 
he made $12 million on the deal. -3. law [case, 
evidence] to listen to <sthg> in order to 
make an official decision □ The court will now 
hear the case for the prosecution, 

o vi -1. to become aware of, recognize, or 
understand sounds through one’s ears □ / 
couldn't hear very well. -2. to hear about sthg 
to find out about sthg, especially because 
people are talking about it; to get news 
about sthg □ Did you hear about the takeover 
bid? □ Have you heard about your interview yet? 
■ to hear from sb to be contacted by sb, e.g. 
by letter or telephone □ Have you heard from 
Simon recently? -3. phrases to have heard of 
sb/sthg to know about the existence or 
reputation of sb/sthg □ I've never heard of 
him/them/it. ■ I won't hear of it I won’t allow 
it □ I offered to pay, but she wouldn't hear of it. 

♦ hear out vt sep to hear sb out to listen to sb 

without interrupting until they have finished 

speaking, especially even when one dis¬ 

agrees with them or does not believe them 

□ Look, just hear me out first and then make up 
your mind. 

hearing ['hiarig] n -1. the sense that makes it 

possible for people and animals to hear o / 

think there's something wrong with my hearing, m 

in or within sb’s hearing close enough to sb 

for them to be able to hear what is being 

said □ She'd never dare say that in my hearing, m 

to be hard of hearing to be permanently un¬ 

able to hear properly. -2. an official inquiry 

or trial □ The hearing is on the 12th. m to get a 
fair hearing to be allowed to say what one 

thinks or explain one’s actions. 

hearing aid n a device fitted in or around 

somebody’s ear to help them hear □ He 
wears a hearing aid. 

hearsay ['hi3rsei] « something that somebody 

is told, but which they cannot prove to be 

true □ That’s just hearsay. 

hearse [h3:rs] n a special car that carries the 

coffin at a funeral. 

Hearst [h3:rst], William Randolph (1863- 
1951) a US newspaper owner. His news¬ 
papers were sometimes criticized for being 
too sensationalist. 

heart [ha:rt] n -1. anatomy the organ in one’s 

chest that pumps blood around one’s body 

□ Her heart was beating fast. □ He suffers from a 
heart complaint. -2. the part of a person 
where their deepest feelings and emotions 
are supposed to be. ■ to have a heart of gold 
to be a very kind person. ■ his/her heart isn't 
in it he/she is not enthusiastic about it □ / did 
my best, but my heart wasn't in it. ■ it's a sub¬ 
ject close to my heart it’s something I am 
very interested in or concerned about. ■ to 
say sthg from the heart or from the bottom of 
one's heart to say sthg that one really means 
and feels strongly □ / thank you from the bot¬ 
tom of my heart. ■ in one's heart of hearts in 
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one’s most secret private thoughts □ Deep 
down, in his heart of hearts, he knew she was 
right. ■ to do sthg to one's heart's content to 
do sthg as much as one wants □ Look, once 
I've gone you can sing away to your heart's con¬ 
tent. ■ my heart leapt/sank I became sudden¬ 
ly very happy or excited/sad or disappoint¬ 
ed. □ Her heart leapt when she saw the envelope 
lying on the floor. ■ to break sb's heart to make 
sb very sad o It broke his heart to sell the car. ■ 
to set one's heart on sthg to want sthg very 
much and to be determined to have or do it 
o What a shame, I'd really set my heart on going, 
m to take sthg to heart [comment, insult, criti¬ 

cism] to be upset by sthg because one takes 
it too seriously □ Don't take what John says too 
much to heart. -3. courage and determination 
□ / didn't have the heart to tell her the bad news, 
m to lose heart to become discouraged □ After 
all the effort I'd made, I was really beginning to 
lose heart. -4. [of a city, issue, problem] the cen¬ 
tral or most important part □ Now we're get¬ 
ting to the heart of the matter. □ Yeltsin's former 
power base in the heart of the Urals. -5. a shape 
(V) used for representing love □ He had drawn 
a heart on the front of the card. -6. [of a lettuce, 

cabbage] the leaves at the center of some 
vegetables □ artichoke hearts. 

♦ hearts npl one of the four suits in a deck of 
cards, marked by a heart shape □ the nine of 
hearts. 

♦ at heart adv a phrase used to show that 
one is talking about the way a person really 
is, even if they seem different □ / voted 
Democrat, although I'm a Republican at heart. 

♦ by heart adv to learn/know sthg by heart to 
leam/know sthg so well that one can re¬ 
member how to say it exacdy □ / learned the 
words by heart. 

heartache l'ha:rteik] n a feeling of great sad¬ 
ness. 

heart attack n a serious medical problem in 
which the heart stops working or does not 
work very well, often resulting in death, 

heartbeat ['ha:rtbi:t] n the sound or action of 
the heart as it pumps blood around the 
body; the sound or action of one of the 
heart’s movements □ He had a regular heart¬ 
beat. 

heartbreaking ['ha:rtbreikir|] adj [story, news] 

that makes one feel very sad or disappoint¬ 
ed □ It's absolutely heartbreaking to see those 
young kids out on the streets like that. 

heartbroken ['haitbroukan] adj [person] who is 
very sad or disappointed □ Jenny was heart¬ 
broken when he left. 

heartburn l'ha:rtb3irn] n a burning pain in 
one’s chest that is caused by indigestion □ 
Do you suffer from heartburn? 

heart disease « an illness that stops the 
heart working properly, 

heartening ['ha:rtmg] adj [news, change, deci¬ 

sion] that is encouraging and makes one feel 
happier or more hopeful □ It was very hearten¬ 
ing to hear that they liked our work. 

heart failure n a serious medical condition in 
which the heart stops working properly, e.g. 

when it does not pump enough blood 
around the body □ He died of heart failure. 

heartfelt ['ha:rtfelt] adj [plea, apology, thanks] 
sincere and showing strong feelings □ Please 
send her my heartfelt condolences. 

hearth [ha:r0] n -1. the floor of a fireplace. -2. 
the place that is somebody’s home and 
where their family life is. 

heartland ['ha:rtlaend] n the area of a country 
or continent that is the most important for a 
particular group of people, organization, or 
activity □ Germany's industrial heartland □ The 
region is one of America's Republican heartlands. 

heartless [’ha;rtbs] adj [person, refusal, decision] 
that is unkind and shows no concern or 
sympathy for people □ How can you be so 
heartless? 

heartrending ['ha:rtrendir|] adj [cry, plea] that 
makes one feel great sadness or pity, 

heart-searching « the process of thinking 
carefully about one’s feelings about some¬ 
thing □ After a lot of heart-searching, I decided 
to leave. 

heartthrob ['ha:rt0rt>b] n an attractive man 
(humorous use) □ He's her latest heartthrob. 

heart-to-heart o adj a heart-to-heart talk/chat 
a talk/chat in which two people speak open¬ 
ly and sincerely to each other about their 
feelings □ / had a heart-to-heart conversation 
with him. On a heart-to-heart conversation, 

heartwarming ['ha:rtwo:rnug] adj [story, re¬ 
sponse, news] that makes one feel happy be¬ 
cause it shows that people can be kind □ It 
was very heartwarming to see how many people 
had offered to help. 

hearty ['ha:rti] (compar heartier, superl hearti¬ 
est) adj -1. [person, welcome, laughter] cheer¬ 
ful, enthusiastic, and energetic □ He gave a 
hearty laugh. -2. [meal, appetite] large □ He ate a 
hearty breakfast. -3. a hearty dislike/distrust 
etc a strong dislike/distrust etc □ I've always 
had a hearty contempt for self-appointed "ex¬ 
perts ". 

heat [hi:t] o « -1. the quality of being hot □ 
You shouldn't expose the equipment to excessive 
heat and cold. □ The radiator gives out a lot of 
heat. -2. a particular temperature □ Cook at a 
high/low heat. □ blood/body heat. -3. a source of 

heat □ Don't leave diskettes near heat. -4. 

weather hot weather □ in the heat of the day/ 
desert. -5. strong emotional pressure or ex¬ 

citement □ He couldn't stand the heat of being 
in charge. □ He called me a liar in the heat of the 
argument/moment. -6. sport a part of a com¬ 

petition whose winners qualify to take part 

in the next stage □ Schmidt won her heat to go 
through to the next round. -7. to be in heat US 
or on heat GB [female animal] to be sexually 

excited and ready to mate, 

o vr [water, food, house] to make <sthg> 

warm or hot □ The building is heated by gas. 

♦ heat up o vt sep to heat sthg up [meal, fgod, 
water] to make sthg hot □ I'll just heat up some 
soup for us. o vi [air, water] The soup will only 
take a minute to heat up. 

heated f'hiitad] adj -1. [room, swimming pool] 
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that has been made warm by heating. -2. 
[person, argument, discussion] that shows strong 
feelings, usually of anger □ The conversation 
became more and more heated. 

heater ['hi:tar] n an appliance for heating a 
room, car, the water in a tank etc □ a gas/ 
electric/kerosene heater □ a wall heater. 

heath [hi:0] « an open area of land that is 
covered with grass or heather, has very few 
trees, and is not used for farming □ We went 
for a walk on the heath. 

heathen ['hi:dn] (old-fashioned and disapproving 

use) On a person who does not belong to 

one’s own religion, o adj\ a heathen country/ 
custom, f 

heather [‘hedar] n an evergreen plant with 
small purple, pink, or white flowers that 
grows wild on hills. 

Heathrow [,hi:0'rou] a major international air¬ 
port, west of London, England, 

heating ['hfitirj] « the system and equipment 
used to heat a building □ Can you turn the 
heating down, please? □ a heating system/ 
engineer □ heating bills. 

heat rash n a red rash on the skin that itches 
and is caused by too much heat □ Saunas al¬ 
ways give me a heat rash. 

heat-resistant adj [plate, china] that is not 
easily damaged by heat. 

heat-seeking [-siikirj] adj a heat-seeking mis¬ 
sile/rocket a missile/rocket that has a device 
that guides it toward something hot, espe¬ 
cially an aircraft. 

heatstroke ['hktstrouk] n a medical condition 
with symptoms of fever and weakness, 
caused by too much heat □ Ten people were 
taken to the hospital suffering from heatstroke. 

heat wave n a period of weather that is a lot 
hotter than usual. 

heave [hi:v] o vt -1. to lift, pull, push, or 
-throw <sthg heavy> in a particular direction 
using a lot of effort □ He heaved himself to his 
feet. -2. to heave a sigh to sigh very deeply □ 
We all heaved a sigh of relief, o vi -1. [person] 

to lift, pull, or push something using a lot of 
effort □ He heaved on the rope with all his 
strength. -2. [boat, waves] to move up and 
down with long regular movements. 
-3. [person] to want to vomit □ My stomach 
heaved at the sight, o h to give sthg a heave to 
lift, pull, or push sthg heavy, 

heaven ['hevn] n -1. the place where God or 
gods are believed to live, and where good 
people are believed to go after they die □ all 
the saints in heaven. ■ heaven (alone) knows a 
phrase used to show that one does not 
know something or that one is surprised or 
confused by something □ She bought books, 
magazines, and heaven knows what else. -2. a 
state of happiness; something that makes 
one very happy □ / was in absolute heaven. □ 
That music's just heaven. 

♦ heavens o npl the heavens the sky (literary 
use), o excl (good) heavens! a phrase used to 
show that one is surprised or impressed □ 
Good heavens! Did she really? 

heavenly [’hevnli] ad/ -1. [view, eyes, setting] 
very beautiful (informal use) □ The weather 
was heavenly! -2. [body, configuration, voyage) 
that is in the sky or in space (literary use). 

heavily ['hevali] adv -1. [rain, smoke, drink] a lot 

□ They are heavily in debt. □ a heavily populated 
area □ We are heavily dependent on foreign 
trade. -2. heavily built [person] who has a big 
and solid build. -3. [breathe, sigh] noisily □ He 
was breathing heavily as he climbed up the stairs. 
-4. [fall, sit down] see heavy. -5. [sleep] deeply 
□ She slept heavily for several hours. 

heaviness ['hevmas] n [of rain, breathing, a blow] 
see heavy. 

heavy ['hevi] (compar heavier, superl heaviest) 
adj -1. [weight, bag, piece of equipment] that 
weighs a lot □ It's too heavy for me to lift/carry. 
-2. [rain, fighting, traffic] that there is a lot of □ 
Heavy rains are forecast for tomorrow, m to be 
heavy on sthg [on fuel, salt] to use a lot or too 
much of sthg (informal use) □ The meal was 
fine, but a little heavy on the pepper, m a heavy 
smoker/drinker a person who smokes a lot/ 
drinks a lot of alcohol. ■ a heavy sleeper a 
person who sleeps deeply. -3. [person] who 
weighs a lot. ■ how heavy are you? how 
much do you weigh? ■ heavy build a big and 
solid build. -4. to be heavy with sthg [with 

fruit, blossom] to be full of or have a lot of 
sthg (literary use). -5. [liquid, mixture, layer] 

thick □ a heavy coat of paint. -6. [food] that is 
difficult to digest and makes one’s stomach 
feel full □ / like German food, but I find it a bit 
heavy. -7. [step, movement, fall] that uses a lot 
of force and is awkward. □ / could hear his 
heavy steps coming up the stairs. -8. [irony, hu¬ 

mor, style] that is too obvious to work prop¬ 
erly o There were some pretty heavy jokes about 
their wedding night. ■ heavy breathing breath¬ 
ing that is deep and loud, especially by 
somebody on the telephone who is making 
an obscene call. -9. [schedule, week] busy □ 
I've got a pretty heavy month ahead of me at 
work. -10. [work, job] that is physically de¬ 
manding and tiring □ / have a very heavy work¬ 
load. -11. [air, weather] still, hot, and damp; 
[sky] that looks like it will rain □ dark heavy 
rainclouds. -12. with a heavy heart with great 
sadness □ It was with a heavy heart that Angela 
stepped into Mr Mason's office. -13. [respon¬ 

sibility] serious □ / don't want to impose too 
heavy a burden upon you. 

heavy-duty adj [machine, tool, clothing] that is 
made to be stronger than normal so that it 
can be used a lot and treated roughly with¬ 
out getting damaged. 

heavy goods vehicle « gb a large vehicle, 
e.g. a truck, that is allowed to carry heavy 
loads. 

heavy-handed [-'haendad] adj [person, treatment, 
policy] that is forceful and shows little con¬ 
sideration of how people are affected □ You 
have to admit they were rather heavy-handed in 
the way they dealt with the protests. 

heavy industry n industry that processes raw 
materials, e.g. coal or steel, or produces 
large goods such as ships or cars. 
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heavy metal n a type of rock music that is 
played loudly on electric guitars and drums, 

heavyweight ['heviweit] o adj sport [boxer, 

champion, fight] in the heaviest official weight 
category, o « -1. sport a heavyweight boxer 
or wrestler. -2. a person who is serious, im¬ 
portant, and has a lot of influence in their 
field □ a literary/political heavyweight. 

Hebrew ['hfibru:] n the language of the Jews 
in ancient times; a modem version of this, 
used as the official language of Israel. 

Hebrides ['hebradiiz]: the Hebrides a group of 
British islands in the Atlantic Ocean off the 
west coast of Scotland. 

heck [hek] excl (informal use) -1. what/where/ 
why the heck...? a phrase used to show irri¬ 
tation or surprise in questions □ Who the 
heck is he? □ Where the heck did that come 
from? -2. a or one heck of a... a phrase used 
to show how strongly one feels something □ 
a heck of a nice guy/lot of people. 

heckle f'hekl] o vt [speaker, comedian, singer] to 
deliberately interrupt <sb> by making un¬ 
friendly comments, o vi: Some of the audi¬ 
ence started heckling. 

heckler ['heklar] n a person who heckles, 

hectare ['hektear] n a unit (10,000 m2) used 
for measuring an area of land, 

hectic [’hektik] adj [meeting, day] very busy and 
full of hurried activity □ Hectic preparations 
were underway. □ Things are pretty hectic at the 
moment. 

hector ['hektar] o vt to try to persuade <sb> 
to do something by talking aggressively to 
them, o vi: Try talking to him gently instead of 
hectoring. 

he'd [hi:d] = he had, he would. 

hedge [hed3] o « a row of bushes along the 
edge of a road or field, o vi to avoid an¬ 
swering a question directly; to avoid com¬ 
mitting oneself to doing something, 

hedgehog ['hed3hng] n a small brown animal 
that has a lot of sharp spikes on its back, 

hedgerow [’hed3rou] n a row of bushes, trees, 
and plants growing along a country road, or 
between two fields. 

hedonism ['hiidnizm] n the belief that pleas¬ 
ure is the most important thing in life; the 
practice of living purely for pleasure, 

hedonist ['hndnast] n a person who practices 
or believes in hedonism, 

heed [hi:d] o n -1. to pay heed to sb/sthg [to 

advice, an instruction, warning] to pay careful 
attention to sb/sthg and change what one 
does because of what one is told □ My 
daughter pays no heed to what I say. -2. to take 
heed of sthg [of advice, criticism, a warning] to 
think carefully about sthg that somebody 
has said □ You'd be wise to take heed of what I 
say. o vt to pay heed to <sb/sthg> (formal 
use). 

heedless ['hfidlss] adj to be heedless of sthg [of 
advice, a warning, danger] not to pay any at¬ 
tention to sthg □ Heedless of the risks to her 
health, she refused to stop smoking. 

heel [hid] n -1. [of one's foot] the back part of 
the foot below the ankle □ I've got a blister on 
my heel. ■ to dig one's heels in to firmly re¬ 
fuse to do what somebody wants. ■ to fol¬ 
low hard on the heels of sb/sthg [of a criminal, 

car] to follow very closely behind sb/sthg; [of 

an event, performer, speaker] to happen or ap¬ 
pear very soon after sb/sthg □ The police were 
following hard on Grayson's heels. □ Their second 
child followed hard on the heels of the first, m to 
take to one's heels to run away quickly, es¬ 
pecially in order to escape □ The burglar took 
to his heels and fled. ■ to turn on one's heel to 
turn around suddenly and walk away, espe¬ 
cially because one is angry. -2. [of a shoe] the 
raised part at the back of the sole of a shoe, 

hefty [' hefti] (compar heftier, superl heftiest) adj 
-1. [person] who is big, looks strong, and is 
often slightly fat; [blow, punch, knock] that is 
very hard □ The star was protected by two hefty 
bodyguards. □ She gave the door a hefty push. 
-2. [salary, price, fee] that is very large, often 
unfairly □ The telephone company are proposing 
some pretty hefty increases. 

heifer ['hefar] n a young female cow. 

height [hait] n -1. [of a person, building] the dis¬ 
tance from head to foot of a person, or from 
the top to the bottom of an object □ What is 
your height? or What height are you? □ The 
statue is about five meters in height. -2. [of a 

policeman, basketball player, skyscraper] the fact 
of being tall □ His height gives him an advan¬ 
tage. -3. [of an aircraft, cloud, window] the dis¬ 
tance of something above the ground □ We 
will be flying at a height of 20,000 feet. □ at 
chest/shoulder/head height. ■ to gain height [air¬ 

craft] to gradually move up to a higher dis¬ 
tance above the ground. ■ to lose height [air¬ 

craft] to gradually move down to a lower 
distance above the ground. -4. [of summer, 

the tourist season, somebody's fame] the point 
or period of time when something is most 
intense, successful, or powerful; [of ignorance, 

stupidity] the highest degree or a shocking 
example of something □ when the storm/ 
conflict was at its height □ They are now at the 
very height of their success. □ / consider it the 
height of bad manners. 

♦ heights npl -1. [of passion, inspiration, absurd¬ 

ity] the highest possible level of something □ 
A perfectionist, she reached great heights in her 
art. -2. geography an area of high ground. 
-3. high places □ I'm scared of heights. 

heighten ['haitn] o vf [mood, fear, awareness] 

to make <sthg> increase so that it is felt 
more strongly □ The recent attacks heighten the 
need for caution, o vi: Tension heightened after 
the bomb attack. 

heinous [‘heinas] adj [crime, criminal] that one 
thinks is very bad (formal use), 

heir [ear] « -1. [to a position, property, fortune] a 
person who inherits or will inherit some¬ 
thing when somebody dies □ the heir to the 
throne. -2. [of a thinker, movement] a person 
who continues the ideas or works of anoth¬ 
er person or thing. 

heir apparent (pi heirs apparent) « an heir 
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whose claim to inherit something, especially 
the throne of a country, cannot be stopped 
by the birth of any other heir. 

heiress ['earns] n a female heir, especially one 
who inherits a large fortune. 

heirloom ['earlu:m] « an object that has be¬ 
longed to a family for many generations, es¬ 
pecially a valuable one □ This necklace is a 
family heirloom. 

heist [haist] n a robbery, usually of a lot of 
money or very valuable objects (informal use) 
□ an art/a jewel heist. 

held [held] past tense & past participle of hold. 

Helen of Troy bhebnav'troi] a very beautiful 
woman in Greek mythology. The Trojan 
War was fought because of her. 

helices ['helisiiz] plural of helix. 

helicopter ['heliknptar] « an aircraft that is lift¬ 
ed and driven by propeller blades which 
spin around above it □ a helicopter pilot/flight □ 
The President arrived by helicopter. 

heliport [’helipo:rt] n an airport used by heli¬ 
copters. 

helium ['hi:ham] n a very light gas which has 
no color or smell and is used inside bal¬ 
loons. SYMBOL: He. 

helix [‘hiiliks] (pi helixes or helices) n a spiral. 

hell [hel] o n -1. religion a place of punish¬ 
ment and torture, to which the souls of bad 
people are believed to be sent after death. 
-2. to be hell [place, experience] to be very un¬ 
pleasant or cause a lot of suffering □ It was 
sheer hell out there. -3. (informal use) [used for 

emphasis! what/where/why etc the hell...? a 
phrase used to show irritation or surprise in 
questions □ Who the hell does he think he is? ■ 
a or one hell of a sthg a phrase used to em¬ 
phasize something □ It cost a hell of a lot of 
money. ■ like hell [hurt, sting] very badly; [run, 

work] very hard. ■ like hell you will! a phrase 
used to show that one disagrees strongly 
with somebody. ■ to get the hell out of a 
place to leave a place □ Let's get the hell out 
of here! -4. phrases to hell with sb/sthg a 
phrase used to show that one does not care 
about sb/sthg any more, especially because 
one is angry (informal use) □ To hell with Jona¬ 
than and his stupid plans! ■ all hell broke loose 
there was suddenly a lot of violence and 
confused movement; people suddenly be¬ 
came very angry about a particular issue or 
event (informal use) □ All hell will break loose 
when she finds out! ■ to do sthg for the hell of 
it to do sthg only for fun, excitement, or to 
cause trouble (informal use) □ The gang de¬ 
stroyed the children's playground just for the hell 
of it. m to give sb hell [person] to talk angrily 
to sb because of something they have done; 
[back, blister] to cause sb a lot of pain (infor¬ 
mal use) □ The boss will give you hell when she 
finds out. □ My tooth is giving me hell. ■ go to 
hell!v a rude phrase used to tell somebody 
to go away (very informal use). ■ to play hell 
with sthg [with a schedule, budget] to stop sthg 
from working properly or happening as it 
should; [with one’s back, rheumatism] to make 

sthg painful or more painful than it was (in¬ 
formal use). 

o excl a word used to show how annoyed, 
frustrated, surprised etc one is (informal use) 
□ Oh hell, I've missed the bus! 

he'll [hi:l] = he will. 

hell-bent adj to be hell-bent on sthg to be to¬ 
tally determined to do sthg. 

hellish ['heliJ] adj [noise, mess, weather] very 
bad and unpleasant (informal use) □ / felt hell¬ 
ish the next morning. 

hello [ha'lou] excl -1. a greeting used when 
one meets, sees, or is introduced to some¬ 
body; a word used when answering the 
telephone to begin a conversation □ Hello, 
Polly, how are you? □ Hello, Claire speaking. -2. a 
word used to attract somebody’s attention □ 
Hello, is there anyone at home? 

helm [helm] n -1. sailing the wheel or bar 
used to steer a boat or ship. -2. to be at the 
helm to be in control. 

helmet fhelmst] n a hard hat that one wears 
on one’s head for protection □ a policeman's/ 
fireman's helmet. 

helmsman ['helmzman] (pi helmsmen [-man]) n 
the person who is steering a boat or ship. 

help [help] o vt -1. to do something with or 
for <sb> so that a particular job becomes 
easier □ Could you help me (to) lift this crate, 
please? □ / offered to help Mary with the dishes. 
• can I help you? a phrase used by people 
working in stores, theaters, banks etc to ask 
customers or vistors if they need to be 
served. -2. to help sb (to) do sthg to make it 
easier for sb to do sthg □ These pills will help 
you sleep. □ Further training will help you get a 
better job. -3. to help (to) do sthg to be useful 
in doing sthg or making it more likely to 
happen a / offered to help clean up. -4. I can't 
help it I can’t stop a particular thing from 
happening □ I tried not to cry, but I couldn't help 
it. □ You can't help the way you feel about him. ■ 
I can't help doing sthg I cannot stop myself 
from doing sthg □ / can't help feeling sad about 
what happened. □ / couldn't help overhearing 
what you said. -5. to help oneself [to food] to 
serve oneself; [to objects, property] to take 
what one wants, with or without permis¬ 
sion □ He helped himself to some more dessert. 
□ "Could I have some envelopes, please?" — 
"Help yourself." 
o vi -1. [person] to do something with or for 
somebody to make a job easier □ I'm very 
willing to help with the clearing up after the party. 
□ If everyone helped, we'd get the job done 
much quicker. -2. [money, advice, treatment] to 
make a particular problem, job etc easier to 
deal with □ That book you lent me helped a lot. 
□ Making a lot of fuss won't help. □ It helps to 
talk about your problems. 
On-1. [with a job] something one does or 
uses to make a particular job easier □ He 
gave me a lot of help with my financial problems. 
□ We need your help if we're going to finish on 
time. □ With the help of a mechanic/the hand¬ 
book, I soon managed to restart the engine. ■ to 
be of help to help □ Perhaps I can be of some 
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help to you. -2. [in an emergency] somebody or 
something that can save somebody in dan¬ 
ger □ Jane stayed with the injured man while I 
ran to get help. □ Help will arrive soon. -3. to be 
a help to be a useful or helpful person or 
thing □ My daughter's been such a help to me 
while I've been ill. □ It's a great help having a 
word processor to write my report with, 
o excl a word that people shout when they 
are in danger or urgently need help □ Help! I 
can't get out! 

♦ help out o vt sep to help sb out to give a 
particular kind of help to sb at a time when 
they need it □ / can help you out with a loan, if 
you like, o vi: My children help out when the res¬ 
taurant is very busy. 

helper ['helpar] « -1. a person who helps 

somebody to do something, especially be¬ 

cause they want to □ I'd like to say thank you 
to all the helpers who made this event possible. 
-2. US a person who is paid to do the house¬ 

work in somebody’s house, 

helpful ['helpfl] adj -1. [person, organization) that 

helps people □ The firm was very helpful to my 
mother after my father died. -2. [advice, informa¬ 

tion, suggestion] that is useful because it helps 

one to do something o This month's issue has 
some helpful tips on dieting. 

helping ['helpirj] n [of food] an amount of food 

that is given to one person at a meal □ Can I 
have an extra helping of meat/potatoes? 

helping hand n to give sb a helping hand to 

give sb some help □ She gave me a helping 
hand at a time when I really needed it. 

helpless ['helplas] adj -1. [old person, patient, 

child] who does not have the strength, abil¬ 

ity, knowledge etc to do things for them¬ 

selves or protect themselves; [look, gesture] 

that shows that one can do nothing about 

what is happening □ / felt so helpless. -2. 
[laughter, giggle] uncontrollable □ They col¬ 
lapsed in helpless laughter. 

helplessly ['helplasli] adv: see helpless □ / could 
only look on helplessly as the boat was swept out 
to sea. 

helpline [’helplain] « a special telephone num¬ 
ber belonging to an organization that people 
can call to get help with particular problems 
□ They've set up a special helpline for relatives of 
the victims. 

Helsinki [hel'sigki] the capital of Finland and 
its main port and largest city, population: 
484,000. 

helter-skelter [,heltsr'skelt3r] o n GB a tower 
at a fairground in the shape of a spiral that 
people slide down for fun. o adv [run, gather] 
in a hurried and disorganized way. 

hem [hem] (pt & pp hemmed, cottt hemming) 
o n an edge which has been turned over 
and sewn down, especially the bottom edge 
of a skirt or dress, o vt [bottom, border] to 
turn <an edge> over and sew it down; [skirt, 
dress] to put a hem on <a piece of cloth¬ 
ings 

♦ hem in vt sep -1. to hem sb/sthg in [suspect, 
animal] to surround sb/sthg and stop them 
moving freely. -2. to hem sb in to limit sb in 

what they can do □ We feel completely 
hemmed in by rules and regulations. 

he-man n a very strong man who has big 
muscles (informal and humorous use), 

hematology [,hi:m3'tDlad3i] ti the study of dis¬ 
eases of the blood. 

Hemingway ['hemirjwei], Ernest (1899-1961) 
a US writer who is well known for his clear 
concise style. His work includes A Farewell 
to Arms and For Whom the Bell Tolls. 

hemisphere ['hemisfisl n one half of a 
sphere, especially one half of the earth □ the 
Northern/Southern/Eastern/Western hemisphere. 

hemline ['hemlain] n the bottom edge of a 
skirt or dress □ Hemlines are higher this season. 

hemoglobin [.hiima'gloubm] n a red substance 
in the blood that carries oxygen to the tis¬ 
sues. 

hemophilia [.hiims'filia] n a disease, passed 
from parents to their sons, that prevents the 
blood from clotting normally, 

hemophiliac [,hi:ma'filiaek] n a person who 
suffers from hemophilia, 

hemorrhage ['hemarid3] o n a sudden heavy 
flow of blood from a burst blood vessel, 
o vi [person] to bleed heavily; [blood, liquid] to 
pour out; [money, assets] to be lost or used 
very quickly. 

hemorrhoids ['hemsraidz] npl a condition in 
which the veins near the anus are swollen 
and painful and sometimes bleed, 

hemp [hemp] « an Asian plant which can be 
used to make some narcotic drugs; the fiber 
of this plant used in making ropes and can¬ 
vas. 

hen [hen] n -1. a female chicken. -2. the fe¬ 
male of any species of bird □ a hen blackbird/ 
sparrow. 

hence [hens] adv (formal use) -1. for this reason 
□ They have made their business more efficient 
and hence more successful. -2. from now □ 
Ten years hence, the situation will be totally dif¬ 
ferent. 

henceforth [,hens'fo:r0] adv from now on (for¬ 
mal use). 

henchman ['hentjman] {pi henchmen [-man]) « 
a person who is paid by a powerful criminal 
to help them in their illegal activities (disap¬ 
proving use). 

henna ['hena] o n a reddish-brown dye used 
especially for coloring one’s hair; the plant 
from which this dye is obtained, o vt to col¬ 
or cone’s hair> using henna, 

hen party n GB a party for women only, often 
held before a woman gets married, 

henpecked ['henpekt] adj [husband, man] who 
is completely controlled by his wife or girl¬ 
friend, so that he does whatever she says 
(humorous and disapproving use). 

Henry V [,henrida'fif0] (1387-1422) King of 
England from 1413 to 1422. He defeated the 
French at the Battle of Agincourt, conquered 
Normandy, and was recognized as the heir 
to the French throne. 

Henry VIII [,henndi'eit0] (1491-1547) King of 
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England from 1509 to 1547. He broke away 
from the Roman Catholic Church, and 
founded the Church of England in order to 
divorce his first wife, Catherine of Aragon. 
He is well known for having six wives. 

Henry ['henn], Patrick (1736-1799) a US revo¬ 
lutionary. He made speeches against British 
rule before the American Revolution. 

hepatitis [.heps'taitss] tt a serious disease 

causing inflammation of the liver. 

her [h3ir] o prott -1. (used as the object of a 
verb and after prepositions) the woman, girl, 
or female animal that has just been men¬ 
tioned, seen etc □ "Do you know June?" — 
"Yes, I met her at your party." □ That's for her to 
decide. □ / sent her a letter. -2. used to refer to 
a car or ship that has just been mentioned □ 
Fill her up! o det -1. used to show that some¬ 
thing belongs to or is connected with the 
woman, female animal, car, or ship that has 
just been mentioned, seen etc □ What's her 
name? □ / know her brother. □ The ship sank 
with all her crew on board. -2. used in titles to 
refer to a woman □ Her Majesty Queen Eliza¬ 
beth. 

herald ['herald] o vt (literary or formal use) 
-1. [birth, dawn, arrival] to show or indicate 
that <sthg> is going to happen soon □ The 
invention of the telephone heralded a new age in 
communications. -2. to publicly declare <sb/ 
sthg> to be good, important etc □ This little- 
known actress is already being heralded as the 
star of the future, o n in the past, an official 
announcer or messenger. 

heraldry [’hersldri] « the study of the symbols 
used in coats of arms, and of the histories of 
noble families. 

herb [US 3:rb, GB h3ib] n a plant used as a fla¬ 
voring in cooking or as a medicine □ / grow 
my own herbs. □ an herb garden. 

herbaceous [h3:r'beif3s] adj -1. [plant] that has 
fleshy rather than woody leaves and stems. 
-2. a herbaceous border part of a garden that 
mainly contains plants which flower every 
year. 

herbal [US '3:rbl, GB ’h3:bl] adj [medicine, rem¬ 
edy, tobacco] that is made from herbs □ an 
herbal preparation that is an effective painkiller. 

herbalist [US '3:rb3bst, GB 'h3:b-] n a person 
who sells or uses herbs, especially as medi¬ 
cines. 

herbicide ['h3:rb3said] rt a chemical that is 
used to kill plants, especially weeds. 

herbivore ['h3:rb3vo:r] « an animal that eats 
only plants. 

herb tea n a drink made by soaking herbs in 
hot water. 

Hercules ['h3:rkj3li:z] in Greek mythology, a 
very strong man. He had to perform twelve 
very difficult tasks, known as the Twelve 
Labors of Hercules. 

herd [h3ird] o « -1. [of cattle, goats, elephants] a 
large group of animals that move and feed 
together □ a herd of antelope. -2. [of people] a 
large group that moves in the same direc¬ 
tion at the same time or has the same opin¬ 

ions □ the herd instinct, o vt -1. [cattle, sheep] 

to drive <animals> along in a herd. -2. 
[prisoners, tourists] to make <people> move 
all together in a tight group as if they were 
animals □ The refugees were herded into open 
trucks and driven off. 

herdsman ['h3:rdzni3n] {pi herdsmen [-man]) tt 
a person who owns or looks after a herd of 
cattle. 

here [hi3r] adv -1. in or to the place where 
one is □ Come here and I'll show you something. 
-2. in or near the place one is pointing to □ 
"Where are my keys?" — "They're here, by the 
sink." -3. in or to the place where one lives, 
works etc □ What time did they get here? □ 
There are lots of parks around here. -4. used 
when one is handing something to some¬ 
body □ Here, take my coat for me, will you? 
-5. used to draw attention to what one is 
saying □ Here is the news from Bob Dunckley. 
-6. phrases here it is/they are! I’ve found it/ 
them. ■ here and there in a few different 
places □ There are still a few problems here and 
there. ■ here's to... a phrase used when one 
is having a drink to wish somebody good 
luck □ Here's to your new job! 

hereabouts [.hisrs'baots], hereabout [.hiara- 
'baut] adv US near where one is □ It must be 
somewhere hereabouts. 

hereafter [us .hiar'aeftr, gb ,hi3r'a:ft3] o adv 
from this point on (used in legal documents) □ 
Emily Swift, hereafter referred to as "the de¬ 
ceased". o n the hereafter a life after death □ 
a belief in the hereafter. 

hereby [,hi3r'bai] adv used in formal written 
or spoken statements to make them more 
official and to show that they are true from 
that point on □ I hereby declare you husband 
and wife. 

hereditary [us hi'redsteri, gb -stri] adj -1. [dis¬ 

ease, condition] that can be given to a child 
before it is bom by one parent or both par¬ 
ents □ Color-blindness is hereditary. -2. [title, 

right, peerage) that is inherited by the legal 
heir when the holder dies □ The leadership of 
the tribe is hereditary. 

heredity [hs'redsti] « the process by which 
certain characteristics, diseases, instincts etc 
are given to children before they are bom 
by their parents. 

Hereford and Worcester [,henf3rd3n'wust3r] a 
county in western central England, size: 
3,926 sq kms. population: 671,000. adminis¬ 
trative center: Worcester. 

herein [,hi3r'in] adv in this particular piece of 
writing (formal use) □ this document and all the 
information contained herein. 

heresy ['herssi] (pi heresies) n -1. religion a 
belief or set of beliefs that disagrees in an 
important way with the beliefs of a particu¬ 
lar religion; the sin of holding such beliefs □ 
He was accused of heresy. -2. a belief or set of 
beliefs that is very different from what most 
people accept as true □ It's heresy to suggest 
there might be another way of doing things. 

heretic [’herstik] « -1. religion a person who 
believes in or spreads a heresy. -2. any per- 
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son who has unusual views which people 
disapprove of □ Those who do not accept the 
party leader's opinions are considered heretics. 

herewith [,hi3r'wid] adv used in formal busi¬ 
ness letters to say that a particular docu¬ 
ment or piece of information is enclosed □ / 
attach herewith a copy of the contract. 

heritage f'heratids] n [of a family, nation] all the 
things that have been passed down from 
one generation to the next, especially things 
that are thought to be important or valu¬ 
able, e.g. art, literature, and traditions □ 
These ancient buildings are part of Mexico's 
cultural/national heritage. 

heritage centre n gb a museum or exhibition 
for visitors at a site that is historically inter¬ 
esting. 

hermaphrodite [h3:r'maefr3dait] o adj [animal, 

person] that has the sexual characteristics of 
both male and female, o tv. Worms are her¬ 
maphrodites. 

hermetic [h3:r'metik] adj a hermetic seal a seal 
that does not let air in or out. 

hermetically [h3:r'metikli] adv hermetically 
sealed [container, jar, bottle] that is closed in 
such a way that no air can get in or out. 

hermit ['bsitnat] n a person who lives alone, 
usually in a remote place, to avoid seeing or 
meeting other people. 

hernia ['h3:rnjs] « a medical condition in 
which part of an organ, especially an intes¬ 
tine, sticks out through the part of the body 
that contains it. 

hero ['hisrou] {pi heroes) « -1. [of a story, book, 

movie] the main character, especially the 
main male character, whom the reader or 
audience usually admires or sympathizes 
with □ The hero eventually marries the boss's 
daughter. -2. [in a battle, crisis, emergency] a 
person who shows great courage and deter¬ 
mination and does something that people 
admire a lot, e.g. saving or helping other 
people □ What a hero! -3. [to an admirer, young 

person] a person one particularly admires 
and would like to copy, especially because 
they are very good at something □ He's my 
hero. 

Herod ['herod] in the Bible, the king who or¬ 
dered all the young boys of Bethlehem to be 
killed, because he wanted to kill Jesus, 

heroic [ha'rouik] adj -1. [person, act, rescue] that 
is admired for being very courageous □ Their 
heroic stand against injustice will always be re¬ 
membered. -2. [effort, attempt] that involves a 
lot of determination and commitment □ They 
made a heroic attempt to save the ship. 

♦ heroics npl action that is intended to be 
brave, but that is not sensible and can make 
things worse (disapproving use) □ Look, this is 
no time for heroics. 

heroin ['herouin] n a narcotic drug made from 
morphine that people can become addicted 
to easily □ a heroin addict. 

heroine ['herouin] « -1. [of a story, book, movie] 

the main female character whom the reader 
or audience usually admires or sympathizes 

with □ The writer's heroines tend to be strong 
women in control of their lives. -2. [in a battle, 

crisis, emergency] a woman or girl who 
shows great courage and determination and 
does something that people admire a lot, 
e.g. saving or helping other people □ one of 
the heroines of the 20th century. 

heroism ['herouizm] n great courage □ an act of 

heroism. 

heron ['heran] {pi heron or herons) n a bird 
with long thin legs, a long neck, and a large 
bill, that lives near water, 

hero worship n a strong feeling of admira¬ 
tion that somebody has for somebody else 
whom they want to be like, 

herpes [’h3:rpi:z] n a disease, caused by a vi¬ 
rus, that has several forms and causes pain¬ 
ful blisters on one’s skin, 

herring ['herirj] (pi herring or herrings) n a 
silver-colored seafish that swims in large 
groups; the flesh of this fish eaten as food, 

herringbone ['herigboun] n a pattern in the 
form of parallel rows of Vs, usually in alter¬ 
nating colors □ a herringbone pattern/jacket. 

hers [h3:rz] pron used to show that something 
belongs to or is connected with the woman, 
girl, or female animal that has just been 
mentioned, seen etc □ She borrowed my pen 
because hers doesn't work. □ He's been a friend 
of hers for years. 

herself [h3:r'self] pron -1. used as the object of 
a verb to refer to the same person as the 
subject “she”; used after a preposition □ She 
sat down and made herself comfortable. □ She 
was annoyed with herself for being late. -2. used 
to emphasize “she”, or the name of a girl or 
woman that is the object of a verb □ / didn't 
speak to Ruth herself, just her secretary. □ Her 
husband is vegetarian, but she herself eats meat. 
-3. she did it herself she did it without any 
help from anyone else □ She made her wed¬ 
ding dress herself. ■ by herself alone □ She was 
sitting by herself on the beach. 

Hertfordshire ['ha:rtfardJV] a county in south¬ 
eastern England, north of London, size: 
1,634 sq kms. population: 986,800. adminis¬ 
trative center: Hertford. 

Herts abbr of Hertfordshire, 

he's [hi:z] = he is, he has. 

hesitant [’hezatant] adj [person] who pauses 
slightly before doing or saying something, 
usually because they are unsure or worried 
about it; [speech] that is slow and has pauses 
in it, showing that one is nervous or unsure; 
[smile, applause, guess] that shows that one is 
nervous or unsure about something □ Don’t 
be hesitant, everybody is with you. □ Her words 
were slow and hesitant. □ She gave him a hesi¬ 
tant tap on the shoulder. ■ to be hesitant about 
doing sthg to be unwilling to do sthg, espe¬ 
cially because one is worried or unsure 
about it □ I'd be extremely hesitant about cpm- 
mitting myself so early on. 

hesitate [’hezateit] vi [person] to pause, usually 
because one is unsure whether to do some¬ 
thing or not □ She hesitated for a moment be- 
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fore signing the contract. ■ to hesitate to do 
sthg not to do sthg immediately because 
one does not want to do it □ / hesitate to dis¬ 
turb him on a Sunday. ■ don't hesitate to... a 
phrase used to show that one willingly gives 
somebody permission to do something □ 
Don't hesitate to contact me if you need more in¬ 
formation. 

hesitation [.heza'teifn] « -1. a pause before 
somebody does something, often because 
they are uncertain □ After a slight/a moment's 
hesitation he began. -2. the act of pausing or 
delaying, usually because one is unsure, or 
does not want to do something □ Hesitation 
can lead to mistakes. • without hesitation im¬ 
mediately and willingly □ I would recommend 
her without hesitation. ■ to have no hesitation 
in doing sthg to do sthg immediately and 
willingly □ She had no hesitation in volunteering 
for the task. 

hessian [US 'hefn, GB 'hesisn] n GB a type of 
strong coarse cloth, often used to make 
sacks □ a hessian rug. 

heterogeneous [,het3rou'd3i:ni3s] adj [mixture, 

collection, group] that has many different 
kinds of things or people in it (formal use). 
NOTE: Compare homogeneous. 

heterosexual [.hetsrou'sekjusl] o adj [person] 

who is sexually attracted to the opposite 
sex; [relationship, behavior] that involves sex¬ 
ual attraction between the two sexes, o « a 
heterosexual person. 

het up [,het-] adj to be het up about sthg to be 
angry, upset, or worried about sthg (informal 
use) □ There's no need to get so het up about it. 

hew [hju:] (pt hewed, pp hewed or hewn 
[hju:n]) vt [wood, stone] to cut <sthg> with an 
ax, large knife etc, especially in a rough way 
□ a roughly-hewn statue. 

hex [heks] n a curse that makes things go 
wrong (humorous use). 

hexagon [US 'hekssgain, GB -sgsn] n an object 
or shape that has six straight sides. 

hexagonal [hek'saegsnl] adj [shape, building] that 
has six straight sides. 

hey [hei] excl -1. a word used to attract 
somebody’s attention, especially by shout¬ 
ing □ Hey you, come here! -2. a word used to 
show surprise, worry, interest, or admira¬ 
tion □ Hey, what's going on here? 

heyday ['heidei] « the heyday of sb/sthg the 
time when sb/sthg is most successful, pow¬ 
erful, or popular □ In its heyday, the movement 
had thousands of supporters. 

hey presto excl GB = presto. 

HF (abbr of high frequency) a radio frequency 
between 3 and 30 MHz. 

HGV GB abbr of heavy goods vehicle □ an HGV 
licence. 

hi [hai] excl a word used when one meets, 
sees, or is introduced to somebody; a word 
used to begin a conversation with some¬ 
body one knows (informal use) □ Hi, how are 
you? 

HI abbr of Hawaii. 

hiatus [hai'eitas] (pi hiatuses) « (formal use) [in a 

conversation, discussion, in negotiations] a time 
when nothing happens and nobody says or 
does anything; [in a text] a gap where some¬ 
thing is missing □ There was a hiatus between 
the departure of the old principal and the arrival of 
the new one. 

Hiawatha fhais'wDOs] (16th century) the Na¬ 
tive American chief who was responsible for 
organizing the alliance of Native American 
peoples called the Five Nations, 

hibernate ['haib3rneit] vi [animal] to spend the 
winter months asleep or in a state like sleep 
□ Bears hibernate in winter. 

hibernation fhaibs^neifn] n: see hibernate □ 
My tortoise is still in hibernation. 

hiccough, hiccup ['hikAp] (pt St pp hiccupped, 
cont hiccupping) o « -1. a sudden sound in 
the throat and movement in the chest that 
one cannot control, often caused by eating 
or drinking too quickly □ She gave a loud hic¬ 
cough. m to have (the] hiccoughs to keep giv¬ 
ing hiccoughs. -2. [in a process, operation] a 
slight mistake or problem, especially when 
it causes a short delay but is not very seri¬ 
ous □ There's been a slight hiccough in the ar¬ 
rangements. o vi Iperson] to give a hiccough, 

hick [hik] n a person from a country area who 
doesn’t know much about city life (informal 
and disapproving use). 

Hickok ['hikDk], Wild Bill (1837-1876) a US 
lawman and hero from the Wild West, 

hid [hid] past tense of hide, 

hidden ['hidn] o past participle of hide, o adj 
[meaning, cost, disadvantage] that is not im¬ 
mediately obvious or has been deliberately 
concealed □ The move to New York could bring 
some hidden benefits. 

hidden agenda n a secret plan that is not 
mentioned because it would be criticized □ 
The President failed to reassure Congress that 
there was no hidden agenda behind the reforms. 

hide [haid] (pt hid, pp hidden) o vt [object, mon¬ 

ey, person] to put <sb/sthg> in a place where 
they cannot be seen or found; [emotion, fact, 

truth] to keep <sthg> secret; [scar, mark] to 
cover <sthg> with something □ She hid the 
letter behind a cushion/in a book. □ They tried to 
hide their true financial situation from the audi¬ 
tors. □ He couldn't hide his delight/disap¬ 
pointment at the news. □ The hotel was hidden 
away up a quiet side street, o She hid her face in 
her hands. 
o vi [person] to put oneself in a place where 
one cannot be seen or found very easily □ / 
saw her coming and hid in a doorway. □ You can't 
hide from the law for ever, 
o n -1. [of an animal] a skin that can be used 
to make leather □ buffalo/elephant hide. -2. [in 

a game park, bird sanctuary] a small shelter 
which people can watch animals or birds 
from without being seen by them, 

hide-and-seek « a children’s game in which 
one person hides and the other people have 
to look for them. 

hideaway ['haidswei] « a place where people 
go to be away from other people. 
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hidebound ['haidbaund] adj [person, institution] 

that has very old-fashioned ideas and ways 
of doing things and does not want to 
change them. 

hideous ['hidias] adj -1. [monster, face] very 
ugly and frightening; [crime, wound] that is 
shocking □ He had a hideous scar. -2. [clothes, 

color, noise] very unpleasant; [mistake] very 
serious and upsetting □ What a hideous tie! □ 
What a hideous thing to happen! 

hideout [’haidaut] « a place where somebody 
goes to hide from somebody else, especially 
from the police or from somebody who 
wants to harm them. 

hiding ['haidirj] « -1. to be in hiding to be in a 
place where one hopes one cannot be found 
a She went into hiding as soon as the story ap¬ 
peared in the press. -2. to get a (good) hiding 
[person] to be beaten hard, especially as a 
punishment; [team, competitor] to be defeated 
completely (informal use). ■ to give sb a 
(good) hiding to beat sb hard (informal use) □ 
If you don't shut up, I'll give you a (good) hiding. 

hiding place « a place where one can hide 
somebody or something, or hide oneself, 

hierarchical [,hai'ra:rkikl] adj [system, society] 

in which there are strict levels or ranks and 
in which the higher levels or ranks have 
power over the lower ones, 

hierarchy [’hairadki] (pi hierarchies) n -1. [in an 

organization, company] a system that is organ¬ 
ized in a hierarchical way. -2. the people 
who have power in a particular organization 
□ the party/company hierarchy. 

hieroglyphics fihaira'glifiks] npl symbols and 
pictures that are used as words in ancient 
systems of writing such as Egyptian, 

hi-fi [’haifai] « -1. sound reproduction of very 
high quality. -2. a piece of equipment that 
plays records, tapes etc so that they sound 
almost like the original performance □ a hi-fi 
system. 

higgledy-piggledy [.higldi'pigldi] (informal use) 
o adj [houses, papers, books] that are not neat 
or in order, o adv: The clothes were scattered 
higgledy-piggledy all over the floor. 

high [hai] o adj -1. [wall, mountain] that rises a 
long way above the ground or its base □ The 
yard was surrounded by a high fence. -2. a word 
used to say what the height of something is 
□ The statue is three feet high. □ How high is it? 
-3. [shelf, window, position] that is placed or is 
moving a long way above the ground □ The 
cupboard is too high for me to reach. -4. [degree, 

amount, figure] greater than average or usual 
□ They charge very high prices. □ a time of high 
unemployment □ The risks are high, but so are 
the potential rewards. □ / suffer from high blood 
pressure. ■ to be high in sthg [in fiber, protein] 

to contain a lot of sthg. -5. [position, office, 

rank] that has a lot of power and influence □ 
I have friends in high places. -6. [standard, qual¬ 

ity] very good. ■ to have a high opinion of 
sb/sthg to respect and admire sb/sthg very 
much, especially because they are very good 
at something □ You seem to have a very high 
opinion of yourself! -7. [ideals, sentiments] that 

people agree with because they think they 
are right and good □ I've always admired her 
high principles. -8. [note, voice] that is near the 
top note that a voice or instrument can pro¬ 
duce □ She can reach a high C. -9. to be high 
to be very happy, excited, and full of energy 
because one has taken drugs □ He was high 
on LSD. -10. to be high US to be drunk (infor¬ 

mal use). 
o adv -1. [climb, lift, fly] in or toward a high 
position □ She threw the ball high above her 
head. □ They live high up on a hill. -2. [aim, rise] 

in or toward an important level □ He's risen 
high in his profession. t 
o n the highest point, level, or number □ 
Temperatures have fallen from a high of 24 de¬ 
grees to around 17 degrees. ■ to reach a new 
high to reach a higher point on a scale than 
has ever been reached before □ Sales last year 
reached a new high. 

highball ['haiboil] n a drink containing an al¬ 
coholic drink, ice, water, soda etc in a tall 
glass. 

highbrow ['haibrau] adj [book, play, music] that 
is enjoyable and interesting only for intelli¬ 
gent and educated people and is often hard 
to understand. 

high chair n a chair with long legs and a tray 
attached that small children use when eat¬ 
ing so that they are on the same level as 
adults. 

High Church adj belonging to the part of the 
Church of England that is most like the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Church, and that considers 
ceremony and tradition to be important, 

high-class adj [hotel, restaurant] that is of very 
good quality; [performance, job] excellent, 

high command n the commander-in-chief 
and most senior officers in an army, 

high commission « an embassy belonging to 
one Commonwealth country and situated in 
another. 

high commissioner n an ambassador who is 
in charge of a high commission. 

High Court « the High Court GB the highest 
court for civil cases □ a High Court judge. 

high-density adj computing [diskette, storage] 

that can store a very large amount of infor¬ 
mation. 

higher ['hai3r] adj education [degree, mathemat¬ 

ics] of an advanced level. 
♦ Higher n a school examination taken in a 

particular subject at the end of secondary 
education in Scotland. 

higher education n education and training at 
‘ universities and colleges, 

high explosive n a powerful explosive, 

high-fidelity adj [equipment, speaker] that plays 
music which sounds almost like the original 
performance. 

high finance n the process of lending, bor¬ 
rowing, and investing large sums of money, 

high-flier n a person who has the necessary 
ability and ambition to be very successful in 
their career □ We 're looking for a high-flier with 
plenty of ambition and drive. 
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high-flying adj [academic, manager, executive] 
who is a high-flier. 

high-handed [-’haendsd] adj [person] that uses 
power without considering other people and 
their opinions □ Any complaints tend to be 
dealt with in a very high-handed way. 

high-heeled [-hi:ld] adj [shoe, boot] that has a 
high heel □ She looked funny in her mother's 
high-heeled shoes. 

high horse n to get on one's high horse to be¬ 
come angry about something because one 
thinks that one's opinion is more useful or 
important than other people’s (informal use) 
□ There's no need to get on your high horse! 

high jump n a sporting event in which one 
jumps over a bar without using a pole □ 
Ferguson came first in the high jump. 

Highlander ['hail3ndar] n a person from the 
Highlands of Scotland. 

Highland Games [.haitand-] npl the Highland 
Games one of several festivals that take 
place every year in towns in Scodand and 
where there are competitions in Scottish 
sports, music, and dancing. 

Highlands ['hailandz]: the Highlands the moun¬ 
tainous part of northwestern Scotland, 

high-level adj [talks, negotiations! between im¬ 
portant officials; [diplomat, official, delegation] 

important □ The US President has decided to re¬ 
sume high-level talks. 

high life » the high life the life of rich and fa¬ 
mous people, full of fun and expensive ac¬ 
tivities. 

highlight ['hailait] o vt -1. [aspect, problem, 

danger] to make <sthg> more obvious to 
people by explaining it in detail or by giving 
a lot of attention to it □ / want to highlight the 
importance of this point. □ The tragedy highlights 
the need for greater safety measures. -2. [word, 

sentence] to make <a piece of text> more 
noticeable on a page, screen etc by marking 
it in a particular way □ The main points were 
highlighted in red. o n the most interesting, 
exciting, or amusing part of an event or oc¬ 
casion □ His speech was the highlight of the 
conference. □ You can see the highlights of the 
game on TV tonight. 

♦ highlights ttpl parts of a person’s hair that 
have been made lighter in color than the 
rest of their hair using a chemical process □ 
I've had highlights put in my hair. 

highlighter [ hailaitsfl n a highlighter (pen) a 
pen with a thick tip that is used to mark 
parts of a text in a bright color in order to 
make them more noticeable, 

highly [’haili] adv -1. highly unlikely/enjoy¬ 
able/successful etc very unlikely/enjoyable/ 
successful etc □ a highly profitable venture. 
-2. highly paid/placed paid/placed at a level 
that is near the top of a scale □ a highly 
placed official. -3. [speak, rate! in a way that 
shows a very good opinion of somebody or 
something □ This hotel was highly recommend¬ 
ed by a colleague of mine. □ You know she thinks 
highly of you. 

highly-strung adj GB = high-strung. 

high mass n a mass in the Catholic religion 
in which the ceremonies are very formal 
and there are parts sung by the priest, 

high-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who has 
moral principles that are considered to be 
too high □ I've had enough of her high-minded 
moralizing. 

Highness ['hainas] n a word used to address 
or refer to a member of a royal family □ His/ 
Her/Your Royal Highness. 

high-octane adj [fuel, gasoline] that is of high 
quality. 

high-pitched adj [sound, scream, voice] that is 
nearer than usual to the highest sound that 
can be heard □ He called his dog with a high- 
pitched whistle. 

high point n [of an occasion, vacation, movie] 

the most enjoyable, exciting, or important 
part of something □ For me the high point of 
the evening was when Lucy persuaded Matthew 
to dance. □ The award marked a high point in her 
career. 

high-powered [-'paus'd] adj -1. [car, telescope, 

rifle] very powerful □ The bacteria can only be 
seen with a high-powered microscope. -2. [bus¬ 

inessman, businesswoman] very busy, success¬ 
ful, and ambitious; [job, course] that makes it 
necessary for one to have these qualities □ 
Tom wants to give the impression he's a high- 
powered executive. □ Barbara's got a high- 
powered job in sales. 

high-pressure adj -1. [job, position, work] that 
puts workers under pressure □ As a trader, 
I m used to working in a high-pressure environ¬ 
ment. -2. [selling, technique] that is very force¬ 
ful and is intended to persuade somebody to 
buy something. -3. [cylinder, canister] that 
contains gas under pressure, 

high priest n the most important priest in a 
religious organization. 

high-ranking adj [official, officer] who has a 
high position, especially in a public organi¬ 
zation. 

high-resolution adj [screen, graphics] able to 
show detailed images □ a high-resolution moni¬ 
tor. 

high-rise adj [building, apartmentsj that is very 
tall and consists of many floors □ the structur¬ 
al problems in many high-rise blocks. 

high-risk adj -1. [investment, business, strategy] 

that deliberately takes risks to get high re¬ 
wards □ The bank refused my high-risk business 
plan. -2. [group, category, occupation] in which 
people are at risk from something □ Skiing is 
a high-risk sport. 

high school « -1. in the USA, a school for 
students between 13 or 14 and 18 □ a high- 
school diploma. -2. in Britain, a school for stu¬ 
dents between 11 and 18. 

high seas npl the high seas the parts of the 
oceans that do not belong to one particular 
country. 

high season n the time of year when hotels, 
resorts etc, where people go on vacation, 
are most busy and prices are highest. 
NOTE: Compare low season. 
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high-speed adj -1. [train, link] that moves or 
happens very quickly □ a high-speed car 
chase. -2. photography [film, exposure] that 
only needs a short exposure time, 

high-spirited adj [person] who shows a love 
of fun and excitement. 

high spot n the most enjoyable, exciting, or 
important part of an event or occasion, 

high street n GB the main shopping street in 
a town □ high-street sales/prices/shops. 

high-strung adj US [person] who is nervous 
and likely to become angry or upset easily □ 
I've never met anybody so high-strung. 

hightail ['haiteil] vt to hightail it to go some¬ 
where in a great hurry (informal use) □ Let's 
hightail it out of here! 

high tea n GB a meal that usually consists of 
tea and cooked food and is eaten in the ear¬ 
ly part of the evening instead of dinner, 

high-tech f-'tek] o « -1. a style of decorating 
a room or building that is based on the ap¬ 
pearance of modem industrial equipment. 
-2. the use of advanced science, especially in 
electronics and computers, o adj -1. [fur¬ 

niture, style] □ Their new place is really high-tech. 
-2. [industry, methods] □ We are desperately try¬ 
ing to become more high-tech. 

high-tension adj [cable, pylon] that carries a 
powerful electrical current, 

high tide n the time of day when the sea lev¬ 
el reaches its highest point on the coast □ 
We had to wait for high tide before the ship could 
leave. 
NOTE: Compare low tide, 

high treason n the crime of being disloyal to 
one’s country by helping its enemies, 

high water n the time when a river or sea is 
at its highest level. 

highway ['haiwei] n -1. US a main road that 
joins towns and cities. -2. GB a road or 
street (formal use) □ This is a public highway. 

Highway Code n the Highway Code the rules 
for drivers, cyclists etc in Britain. 

Highway Patrol n the Highway Patrol a US 
police organization that controls traffic on 
the highways. 

high wire n a form of entertainment in which 
somebody walks along a tightrope high in 
the air. 

hijack [’haid3aek] o vf [plane, bus] to take con¬ 
trol of <a vehicle> illegally and by force, 
usually to get money or to make a govern¬ 
ment do what one wants, o m [of a plane, 

bus] the act of hijacking something □ The hi¬ 
jack began at 7pm. 

hijacker ['haid3aekar] n a person who hijacks a 
plane, bus etc. 

hike [haik] o « -1. a long walk in the country¬ 
side for pleasure □ / enjoy going on hikes. 
-2. finance a sudden large rise in a tax or a 
price □ a tax hike, o vi to go for a hike □ We 
hiked across the countryside. 

hiker ['haikaH « a person who hikes o The 
place attracts a lot of hikers in summer. 

hiking [’haikirj] n the activity of going on 
hikes □ We went hiking in the hills. 

hilarious [hi'leariss] adj [joke, person] that is 
very funny and makes one laugh a lot □ It 
was absolutely hilarious when he fell off his chair. 

hilarity [hi'laerati] n great amusement and loud 
laughter (formal use) □ The idea caused great hi¬ 
larity among the assembled crowd. 

hill [hd] n -1. a sloping area of land that is 
higher than the land around it and is smaller 
than a mountain □ I live on the other side of 
the hill. □ We went walking in the hills. -2. a part 
of a road that slopes up or down □ Go up the 
hill and turn left at the top. 

hillbilly ['hilbili] [pi hillbillies) n a person from 
one of the remote mountainous parts of 
North America, often considered to be unin¬ 
telligent (offensive use). 

hillock [ hilsk] n a small hill □ The tower was on 
a grassy hillock. 

hillside ['hilsaid] n the side of a hill □ a hillside 

village. 

hill start n the act of starting a car, bus etc 
when it is facing upward on a slope, 

hilltop ['hiltDp] o « the top of a hill, o adj [vil¬ 

lage, view, church] that is on a hilltop □ the 
small hilltop towns of Tuscany. 

hilly ['hili] (compar hillier, superl hilliest) adj 
[country, region] that is full of hills □ The 
countryside becomes very hilly further north. 

hilt [hilt] n the handle of a sword, dagger etc 
□ a sword with a jeweled hilt. ■ to back/defend 
etc sb to the hilt to support/defend etc sb as 
much as one can □ My colleagues have prom¬ 
ised to back me to the hilt over this issue. ■ to 
be mortgaged to the hilt to have a very big 
mortgage. 

him [him] pron the man, boy, or male animal 
that has just been mentioned, seen etc (used 
as the object of a verb and after preposi¬ 
tions) □ "Do you know Dave?" — "Yes, I met 
him at your party." □ They sent him a letter. □ I'm 
very grateful to him. 

Himalayas fihima'leiaz]: the Himalayas a moun¬ 
tain range in southern Asia, covering most of 
Nepal, Bhutan, southern Tibet, and north¬ 
ern India. It includes Mount Everest, highest 
point: 8,846 m. 

himself [him'self] pron -1. used as the object 
of a verb to refer to the same person as the 
subject “he” used after a preposition □ He 
hates himself for what he did. □ Joe looked at 
himself in the mirror. -2. used to emphasize 
“he”, or the name of a man or boy that is 
the object of a verb □ / asked to speak to the 
manager himself. -3. he did it himself he did it 
without any help from anyone else □ He built 
this house himself. ■ by himself alone □ He was 
sitting by himself on a park bench. 

hind [haind] [pi hind or hinds) o adj [leg, feet] 

at the back part of an animal's body, o n a 
female deer, especially a red deer, 

hinder ['hinds') vt [progress, attempt] to make it 
difficult or impossible for <sthg> to develop 
or happen by causing problems □ Bad weath¬ 
er hindered them from delivering supplies. 
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Hindi ['hindi] n a language spoken in northern 
central India □ Hindi speakers. 

hindmost ['haindmoust] adj that is nearest to 
the back end of something (old-fashioned 
use). 

hindquarters ['haindkwaiWz] npl the back 
part and back legs of an animal, 

hindrance [’hindrans] n [to progress, an attempt] 

a person or thing that hinders somebody or 
something □ Actually, he was more of a hin¬ 
drance than a help. 

hindsight [’haindsait] « with or in hindsight 
looking back at the past and knowing now 
what one did not know then a Now, with the 
benefit of hindsight, I can see I made the wrong 
decision. 

Hindu ['hindu:] {pi Hindus) o adj [god, temple, 

faith] that is connected with Hinduism, o n a 
person who believes in Hinduism. 

Hinduism ['hinduuzm] « one of the main reli¬ 
gions in India that has several gods and 
promises life after death. 

hinge [hind3] (cont hingeing) n a device, usu¬ 
ally made of two flat metal parts held 
together by a pin, that allows a door, lid etc 
to swing open and shut. 

♦ hinge (up)on vt fus to hinge (up)on sthg 
[upon an outcome, somebody's support] to de¬ 
pend on sthg completely □ Success hinges on 
whether we can get the funds. 

hint [hint] o « -1. [to a person] a statement 
that gives a suggestion or clue about some¬ 
thing but does not say anything clear about 
it □ The speech contained a few hints as to the 
proposed policy changes. □ There was no hint 
that one day he would achieve greatness. ■ to 
drop a hint to deliberately give a hint to 
somebody □ / was desperately trying to drop 
him a hint to leave, m to take a hint to under¬ 
stand a hint and do what is suggested □ OK, 
I can take a hint! -2. [about a subject] a helpful 
piece of advice about a particular subject or 
activity □ The book is packed with hints on 
houseplants. -3. [of color, summer, victory] a 
small sign of something □ As he spoke, there 
was a hint of sadness in his voice, 
o vi to give a clue or suggestion to some¬ 
body about something □ The statement hints 
at some kind of compromise, 
o vt: The President hinted that interest rates may 
rise soon. 

hinterland ['hintafiaend] n the hinterland the 
land further back from a coast, river, or 
port; the poorer areas away from large 
towns and cities. 

hip [hip] o n the part at either side of the hu¬ 
man body above the legs and below the 
waist □ Stand with your hands on your hips, o adj 
[music, clothes] fashionable (informal use). 

hip bath n a small bath that one can sit in 
but not lie down in. 

hipbone ['hipboon] n the main bone in the 
hip. 

hip flask n a small metal container for strong 
alcoholic drinks that one carries in one’s 
pocket or joined to one’s belt. 

hip-hop n a kind of black American dance 
music that is more spoken than sung, has 
more beat than tune, and uses and repeats 
parts of other songs, 

hippie ['hipi] « = hippy. 

hippo f'hipou] (pi hippos) n = hippopotamus 
(informal use). 

Hippocrates [hi'pnkrati.-z] (460-377 bc) a Greek 
doctor who was the first person to develop 
a scientific approach to medicine. 

hippopotamus [.hips'pDtamas] {pi hippopota¬ 
muses or hippopotami [-mai]) n a large Afri¬ 
can river animal with a large head, wide 
mouth, short legs, and hard gray skin, 

hippy ['hipi] (pi hippies) « a person who does 
not accept the traditional values of society, 
has long hair, and dresses in loose brightly- 
colored clothes. Hippies are especially asso¬ 
ciated with the late 1960s. 

hire ['haiar] Obgb [of equipment, a car, hall] the 
use of something for a period of time in re¬ 
turn for money □ 'Bicycles for hire' □ It's not 
mine, it's only on hire, o vt -1. [plumber, assas¬ 

sin, performer] to pay <sb> to do a particular 
job; [staff, agent] to employ <sb> □ We hired a 
painter to do the bedrooms. □ You're hired! 
-2. GB [car, equipment, hall] to pay to use 
<sthg> for a short time □ Let's hire bikes. 

♦ hire out vt sep to hire sthg out [car, equip¬ 

ment, hall] to offer sthg to people by allow¬ 
ing them to hire it □ Freelancers work by hiring 
out their services to others. 

hire car n GB a car that is rented, 

hired help ['hai3rd-] n temporary staff em¬ 
ployed to do a particular job, e.g. on a farm 
or in a house; a temporary worker, 

hire purchase m GB a method of buying 
something by paying for it gradually, so that 
one is able to use the product before one 
has paid for it completely □ We bought the 
car/video on hire purchase. 

Hirohito [.hisroo'hiitou] (1901-1989) Emperor 
of Japan from 1926 to 1989. 

Hiroshima [US .hirou'Jhms, GB hi'rojims] a city 
in southwest Japan where the first atomic 
bomb was dropped in 1945. 

his [hiz] o det -1. used to show that some¬ 
thing belongs to or is connected with the 
man, boy, or male animal that has just been 
mentioned, seen etc □ He put on his coat and 
went out. □ Joe was eating his lunch when I ar¬ 
rived. -2. used in statements where no 
specific person has been identified □ Every¬ 
one coming to the conference must make his 
own travel arrangements. -3. used in titles to 
refer to a man □ His Excellency will see you 
now. 

o pron used to show that something belongs 
to or is connected with the man, boy, or 
male animal that has just been mentioned, 
seen etc □ A friend of his told him about it. □ / 
ate all my lunch, but he hardly touched his. 

Hispanic [hi'spaemk] o n a person in the USA 
whose family originally came from Latin 
America, o adj: a Hispanic dish/district. 

Hispaniola [.hispaen'joub] an island in the Car- 
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ibbean, southeast of Cuba. It is divided into 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic. SIZE: 
76,150 sq kms. old name: Santo Domingo. 

hiss [his] o vi -1. [machine, snake, fire] to make 
a sound like a long “s” □ The hot pan hissed 
under the cold water. -2. [person] to speak in a 
strong whisper, often to show anger or dis¬ 
approval □ The crowd booed and hissed at the 
police, o vt [performance, speaker] to show 
that one dislikes or disapproves of <sb/ 
sthg> by hissing, o n the sound of some¬ 
body or something hissing □ There was a hiss 
of escaping steam. 

histogram [’histagraem] « a chart in which fig¬ 
ures are represented by vertical rectangular 
boxes of different lengths. 

historian [hi'stoirian] n a person who studies 
and writes about history □ a medieval histo¬ 

rian. 

historic [hi'stririk] adj [event, occasion, decision] 
important in history □ This is a historic day for 
our country. 

historical [hi'storikl] adj -1. [event, fact, figure] 
that is part of the past □ The book is faithful to 
historical reality. -2. [novel, setting] that shows 
people and things of the past □ a historical 
drama for TV. 

history ['histri] (pi histories) n -1. [of a country] 

the past events in the life of people, a coun¬ 
try, or activity, especially the most impor¬ 
tant events, considered all together in the 
order they happened □ Three men who 
changed the course of human history. □ Through¬ 
out history man has fought wars. ■ to go down 
in history to be remembered by people much 
later on for doing something important □ 
Yeltsin will go down in history for standing up to 
the coup leaders. ■ to make history to be re¬ 
membered by people much later on for do¬ 
ing something for the first time □ The athlete 
made history by breaking three records in the 
same day. -2. education the subject that in¬ 
volves the study of history □ a degree in 
ancient/modern history. -3. [of art, science] a 
written description of the development of 
something in particular □ I'm reading a history 
of Hollywood/space travel. -4. [of a patient, crimi¬ 

nal] information that has been recorded 
about somebody or something and is used 
to have a clearer idea of them □ a crook with 
a history of petty crime □ He has a history of 
heart trouble. 

histrionics [.histri'Dniks] np>l very emotional 
behavior that is usually not sincere □ There 
were the usual histrionics when the time came 
for us to leave. 

hit [hit] (pt & pp hit, cont hitting) o vt -1. 

[person, ball, nail] to bring one’s hand or an 
object held in the hand into violent contact 
with <sb/sthg> □ She hit me with her bag. □ 
Don't hit your brother! □ He hit the ball right over 
the fence. -2. [person, tree, target] to come into 
violent contact with <sb/sthg> □ The car hit 
the wall at 50 mph. □ He was hit by a bullet. □ 
He hit his head on the window. -3. [target, note, 
level] to reach <sb/sthg> □ The storm hit the 
city at 3 am. □ The news soon hit TV screens all 

over the world. □ Sales have hit an all-time low. ■ 
to hit the headlines [person, story] to suddenly 
receive a lot of attention in newspapers. 
-4. [person, area, company] to affect <sb/sthg> 
badly □ Immediate aid was promised for regions 
worst hit by the famine. -5. phrase to hit it off 
[two people] to form a friendly relationship 
soon after meeting □ He immediately hit it off 
with my dad. □ / had a feeling you two would hit 

it off. 
o n -1. [against a wall, car, door] the act of hit¬ 
ting a person, ball etc □ Give the ball a good 
hard hit. -2. [of a target] the act of successfully 
hitting a target □ / scored a direct hit with my 
second shot. -3. [with the public] a record, 
movie, play etc that is very popular □ a hit 

record. 
♦ hit back vi to reply to criticism from some¬ 

body by criticizing them □ She angrily hit back 
at those who had criticized her. 

♦ hit on vt fus -1. = hit upon. -2. to hit on sb 
US to speak to sb with the intention of at¬ 
tracting them and possibly having sex (infor¬ 
mal use). 

♦ hit out vi to hit out at sb/sthg to physically 
attack sb/sthg; to criticize sb/sthg strongly 
in speech or writing □ The old lady bravely hit 
out at her attackers. □ The coach hit out at sug¬ 
gestions he should retire. 

♦ hit upon vt fus to hit upon sthg [answer, idea, 
plan] to think of sthg, especially the solution 
to a problem, after thinking about it for a 
long time. 

hit-and-miss adj = hit-or-miss, 

hit-and-run adj [accident] that involves a driv¬ 
er who drives away immediately after an ac¬ 
cident; [driver] who causes an accident but 
drives away immediately afterwards □ Their 
daughter was killed in a hit-and-run accident. 

hitch [hitf] o n [in proceedings, plans] a small 
problem that causes a short delay □ a techni¬ 
cal hitch □ There's one small hitch: who’s going 
to pay? o vt -1. to hitch a ride or lift to get a 
free ride somewhere in somebody’s car, 
truck etc, by sticking out one’s thumb at the 
roadside □ Can I hitch a ride to the nearest gas 
station? -2. [horses, rope] to fasten <sthg> on 
to something else in a particular way □ 
Walter hitched the pony to the cart, o vi to trav¬ 
el somewhere by hitching a ride (informal 
use) □ We hitched all the way to Sacramento. 

♦ hitch up vt sep to hitch sthg up [skirt, trou¬ 
sers] to pull the top part of sthg up to a 
higher level □ She hitched up her skirt and wad¬ 
ed into the river. 

Hitchcock ['hitJkDk], Sir Alfred (1899-1980) a 
British movie director who created movies 
full of suspense such as Psycho and The 
Birds. 

hitchhike ['hitJhaik] vi to travel by hitching 
rides □ They plan to hitchhike across the country. 

hitchhiker ['hitJhaik3r] n a person who travels 
by hitching rides □ / never give rides to hitch¬ 
hikers. 

hi-tech [.hai'tek] adj = high-tech. 

hither ['hidar] adv to this place (literary use). ■ 
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hither and thither in all directions at once □ 
Everybody was running hither and thither. 

hitherto [,hidar'tu:] adv up until then; up until 
now (formal use) □ Hitherto, it has not been pos¬ 
sible to envision a peace settlement. 

Hitler 1'hitly], Adolf (1889-1945) the leader of 
the German Nazi Party, and head of state 
from 1933 to 1945. His invasions of neigh¬ 
boring countries led to World War II. 

hit list n a list of people who have to be 
killed, places that have to be damaged etc 
by a terrorist organization □ The minister's 
name was discovered on the terrorists' hit list. 

hit man n a person who is paid to kill some¬ 
body. 

hit-or-miss adj that may or may not be suc¬ 
cessful □ It all sounds a little hit-or-miss to me. 

hit parade n the list of pop records that have 
sold the most copies each week or month 
(old-fashioned use). 

HIV (abbr of human immunodeficiency virus) n 
the virus that causes AIDS □ an HIV test. ■ to 
be HIV-positive to have HTV. 

hive [haiv] n a container for bees to live in. ■ 
a hive of activity a place where a lot of peo¬ 
ple are busy working. 

♦ hive off vt sep to hive sthg off [business, as¬ 

sets! to sell sthg that is part of a larger 
group. 

HK abbr of Hong Kong. 

hi (abbr of hectoliter) n a unit (100 liters) for 
measuring liquids. 

HM abbr of Her (or His) Majesty. 

HMG (abbr of Her (or His) Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment) an expression used on official docu¬ 
ments to refer to the British government. 

HMI (abbr of Her (or His) Majesty's Inspector) n 
a British government official whose job is to 
check that schools are being run properly. 

HMO (abbr of health maintenance organization) 
ti one of many organizations in the USA 
that own one or more hospitals and offer 
health insurance. People can pay regular 
amounts in order to get treatment in them 
when they are sick. 

HMS (abbr of Her (or His) Majesty's Ship) used 
in the tide of a ship in the British navy □ 
HMS Ark Royal. 

HMSO (abbr of Her (or His) Majesty's Station¬ 
ery Office) n the British government depart¬ 
ment responsible for publishing government 
documents. 

HNC (abbr of Higher National Certificate) n a 
British technical qualification. 

HIMD (abbr of Higher National Diploma) n a 
British technical qualification that is the 
equivalent of an ordinary degree, 

hoard [ho:rd] o vt [food, money, paper] to save 
<sthg> and keep it for later, either in secret 
or in larger amounts than is necessary a Peo¬ 
ple started hoarding sugar in case there was a 
shortage, o n [of coins, arms, food] a collection 
of things that have been hoarded secretly □ 
Workmen came across a hoard of jewelry that 
had been buried there long ago. 

hoarding ['ha:rdirj] « GB a large board next to 
a road that is used for large advertisements. 

hoarfrost [’ha:rfrost] n white frost that forms 
during the night. 

hoarse [ha:rs] adj [voice, cry] that sounds rough 
and is not strong, especially because one has 
been shouting or singing too much □ The 
boys were hoarse from cheering. 

hoax [houks] n an attempt by somebody to 
make people believe something that is not 
true, especially by saying that something 
dangerous is going to happen a a hoax call. 

hoaxer [’houksar] « a person who makes a 
hoax. 

hob [hob] n GB the horizontal surface on top 

of a stove where things are put to cook □ an 
electric hob. 

Hobart ]'houba:rt] a seaport and the capital of 
Tasmania, Australia. It was founded as a pe¬ 
nal colony in 1804. population: 179,900. 

hobble [’hobl] vi to walk with difficulty be¬ 
cause one has a sore foot or leg □ Randy hob¬ 
bled toward me on crutches. 

hobby ['hDbi] (pi hobbies) n something one 
does in one’s free time for pleasure and re¬ 
laxation □ What are your hobbies? □ My hobby 
is gardening. 

hobbyhorse [’hDbiha:rs] n -1. [of a person] a 
subject one likes to talk about whenever 
possible □ He's off on his hobbyhorse again. 
-2. [for children] a toy that consists of a mod¬ 
el of a horse’s head at the top of a stick, 

hobnob [’hobnob] (pt & pp hobnobbed, cont 
hobnobbing) vi to hobnob with sb to spend 
time with sb socially, especially if they are 
in a higher social position □ There was Pete, 
hobnobbing with all the important guests. 

hobo [’hoobou] (pi hoboes or hobos) n US a 
man without a home or family who travels 
around and sleeps in different places. 

Ho Chi Minh City [.houtjumin'siti] a seaport 
in southern Vietnam, population: 3,500,000. 
old name: Saigon. 

hock [hDk] n a dry white wine from Germany 
□ a bottle/glass of hock. 

hockey [’ht)ki] n -1. US a game played on ice 
between two teams of players who try to 
score points by using a long curved stick to 
hit a small rubber disk into each other’s goal 
□ a game of hockey. -2. GB = field hockey, 

hockey stick n a curved stick used to hit the 
puck or ball in hockey. 

hocus-pocus [.houkas1 pookas] n confusing or 
meaningless words or actions intended to 
hide the truth from people, 

hod [hod] n a small open box on a pole that is 
used for carrying bricks, 

hodgepodge [’hDd3pod3] us, hotchpotch 
[’hDt/pDtf] GB n a mixture of different things, 
not arranged in any order (informal use), 

hoe [hoo] On a gardening tool with a long 
pole and small blade that is used to break 
up lumps of soil and to remove small plants, 
o vf to work <land> with a hoe. 

hog [hog] (pt & pp hogged, cont hogging) o « 
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-1. a pig, especially a male one that is kept 
for its meat. -2. to go the whole hog to do 
something as completely as possible, often 
by spending a lot of money (informal use) □ 
We might as well go the whole hog and order 
champagne, o vt [road, food, attention] to take 
or keep <sthg> so that other people cannot 
have or use it (informal use) □ Stop trying to 
hog the wine. 

Hogarth ['houga:r0], William (1697-1764) a 
British artist who made a famous set of 
engravings called The Rake's Progress that 
show human vice and weakness. 

Hogmanay ['hogmanei] n the name for New 
Year’s Eve in Scotland. 

hoi-polloi [.hoipa'bi] tifl the hoi-polloi the or¬ 
dinary common people, rather than the 
wealthy people of society (disapproving and 
humorous use). 

hoist [hoist] o vt -1. [sack, child, furniture] to lift 
<sb/sthg> up using one’s hands, by pulling 
ropes, or with a machine □ They had to hoist 
the piano in through the window. -2. [flag, sail] to 
pull <sthg> up along a pole using ropes, o n 
a piece of equipment for lifting heavy ob¬ 
jects. 

Hokkaido [US hou'kaidou, GB hD-] the second 
largest island of Japan, in the north, size: 
78,500 sq kms. population: 5,643,647. main 
city: Sapporo. 

hokum ['houkom] n US nonsense (informal use). 

hold [hould] {ft & ff held) o vi -1. [cup, book, 

gun] to have <sthg> in one’s hand or hands 
□ He was holding a bunch of flowers. □ Could 
you hold my bag for a second? -2. [baby, kitten, 

bundle] to have <sb/sthg> in one’s arms; [per¬ 

son] to put one’s arms around <sb> and 
bring them close to one’s body, especially to 
comfort them or show affection □ a woman 
holding a child □ He held her tightly in his arms 
until she stopped crying. -3. to keep <sthg> in 
a particular place or position □ Hold the lid 
down. □ Lee held the plank in place while I ham¬ 
mered in the nail. □ She held her head high. 
-4. [prisoner, hostage] to keep <sb> in a place 
against their wishes, especially for a short 
time □ He is being held by police for questioning, 
m to hold sb prisoner/hostage to keep sb in a 
place as a prisoner/hostage □ The gunmen are 
said to be holding five people hostage. -5. to be 
able to contain <a particular amount or 
number of sthg> □ The main hall holds 300 
people. □ Each bottle holds about six glasses. 
-6. [power, land, money] to possess <sthg>; [li¬ 

cense, permit, certificate] to have an <official 
document> □ He holds a position of great re¬ 
sponsibility. □ Those holding shares/an interest in 
the company may vote. -7. [meeting, debate, 

talks] to cause <sthg> to take place □ Excuse 
me, we're trying to hold a private conversation. □ 
Protesters held a demonstration outside the em¬ 
bassy. -8. please hold the line a phrase used 
in business or official telephone calls to ask 
the caller to wait. -9. to hold sb's attention/ 
interest to keep sb’s attention/interest □ his 
desperate attempts to hold the attention of a 
group of five-year-olds. -10. military [area, town] 

to control <a place> □ southern villages being 
held by the security forces -11. [documents, files] 

to contain <sthg> □ This handy rack will hold all 
your CDs. -12. what does the future hold? 
what lies ahead in the future? -13. to hold 
an opinion/a belief to have a particular 
opinion/belief □ She holds strong views on the 
subject, ■ to hold (that)... to consider that 
something is true □ The Constitution holds that 
all citizens are bom equal. ■ to hold sb respon¬ 
sible for sthg to blame sb for sthg bad be¬ 
cause one feels they should have prevented 
it □ I'll hold you personally responsible if anything 
goes wrong. ■ to hold sthg dear to be fond of 
sthg (formal use). -14. phrases hold it!, hold 
everything! a phrase used to tell somebody 
to stop what they are doing □ Hold every¬ 
thing! Here comes Sacha now. ■ to hold one's 
own to do as well as other people who one 
is competing with □ He seems to be holding 
his own at his new school. 

o vi -1. [luck, weather, objection] to remain as 
it is, without changing □ The offer still holds. □ 
We can go tomorrow, if the weather holds. -2. to 
hold still or steady to keep still □ Hold still 
while I fasten your coat! -3. [on the telephone] to 
wait □ The line's busy, will you hold? 

o n -1. [of a person] the way in which some¬ 
body holds something □ He kept a tight hold 
on her arm. • to get hold of sthg to get sthg 
that is difficult to find □ Everyone's dying to 
get hold of her autobiography. * to get hold of 
sb to manage to find sb or talk to them on 
the phone □ I'm trying to get hold of the sales 
manager. □ Where can we get hold of you over 
the weekend? ■ to keep hold of sthg to con¬ 
tinue holding sthg in one’s hand □ Keep hold 
of my hand. ■ to take or lay hold of sthg to put 
one’s hands around sthg and hold it □ Here, 
take hold of this rope. -2. [in a ship, aircraft] the 
place in a ship or aircraft where goods are 
stored. -3. to have a hold on or over sb to be 
able to control sb because one knows some¬ 
thing bad about them or is in a powerful 
position □ That man seems to have some sort 
of hold on her! -4. phrase to take hold [fire, 
blaze] to start burning strongly. 

♦ hold against vt sef to hold sthg against sb 
to continue to feel angry towards sb be¬ 
cause of sthg bad they did in the past □ / 
didn't give her the job and she's held it against 
me ever since. □ Go if you like, I won't hold it 
against you. 

♦ hold back o vi [person] not to do some¬ 
thing because one is not sure what the re¬ 
sult will be □ He held back from telling them 
what he really thought, o vt sef -1. to hold sthg 
back [rage, laughter] to try not to show sthg □ 
She struggled to hold back the tears. -2. to hold 
sthg back [news, information, fact] to keep sthg 
secret □ You're holding something back from 
me! -3. to hold sb back [crowd] to prevent sb 
from moving forward; [employee, pupil] to 
prevent sb from doing what they want, to 
do □ Police tried to hold back the demonstrators. 
□ Don't let me hold you back from working. 

♦ hold down vf sef -1. to hold down a job to 
stay employed in a job □ He's never managed 
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to hold down a job for more than six months. -2. 
to hold sthg down [prices, rates] to prevent 
sthg from rising □ Tight monetary policies have 
held inflation down to 2%. 

♦ hold off o vf sep to hold sb off [attacker, 

army] to stop sb from getting too close to 
one □ / can't hold off the reporters any longer, 
o vi the rain held off it looked as if it would 
rain but it didn’t. 

♦ hold on vi to wait for a short time □ We'll 
have to hold on until Tuesday for the results. □ 
Hold on a moment and I'll go and get him for you. 

♦ hold onto vt fus -1. to hold onto sthg [onto a 

rope, bannister, the reins] to hold sthg firmly 
with one’s hand or hands □ Hold onto the rail 
or you II fall! -2. to hold onto sthg [onto power, 

a belief, one's job] to keep sthg and not lose it 
or throw it away □ You should have held onto 
those old records, they'd be worth a fortune now. 

♦ hold out o vt sep to hold sthg out [hand, 

arm, object] to move sthg away from one’s 
body, usually when offering it to another 
person □ She came up to us, holding out two 
glasses of wine, o vi -1. [food, water, supply] to 
last □ We'll stay as long as the money holds out. 
-2. [rebel, striker, union] to fight for as long as 
possible against a stronger enemy or an un¬ 
desirable change □ The garrison held out for an¬ 
other month before surrendering. 

♦ hold out for vt fus to hold out for sthg not 
to accept something one has been offered 
and wait for sthg better □ Nurses have turned 
down the 3% offer and are holding out for 4.5%. 

♦ hold up vt sep -1. to hold sthg up [hand, ob¬ 

ject] to raise sthg in the air so that it can be 
seen □ She held up the photograph to the light. 
-2. to hold sthg up [production, traffic, person] 

to delay sb/sthg □ Sorry I'm late, I got held up 
at the office. -3. to hold a bank/store/train etc 
up to threaten people in a bank/store/train 
etc with a weapon and then steal money 
from them □ He was held up at gunpoint by 
masked raiders. 

♦ hold with vt fus to hold with sthg to ap¬ 
prove of sthg □ / don't hold with that kind of be¬ 
havior! 

holdall [’houldod] n a large bag with handles 
in which people carry their clothes and oth¬ 
er personal things when traveling. 

holder ['houlda1) n -1. something that is de¬ 
signed to hold a particular object □ a ciga¬ 
rette holder □ a CD holder. -2. a person who 
owns or has a particular thing □ 'Ticket hold¬ 
ers only.' 

holding ['houldirj] o n -1. finance an invest¬ 
ment or share in a company □ We have a 
30% holding in the company. -2. farming a 
piece of land that is farmed by the person 
who owns or rents it. o adj a holding opera¬ 
tion or action something that one does to try 
to stop a situation from getting worse □ The 
best we can do is a holding operation. 

holding company n a company that has 
most of the shares in another company. 

holdup ['houldAp] n -1. a robbery where peo¬ 
ple are threatened with a gun □ This is a 

holdup! -2. a delay □ I'm sorry about the holdup 
in sending you the information. 

hole [hool] n -1. a hollow or empty space in 
something solid a You've got a hole in your 
sleeve. □ The workmen dug a deep hole in the 
ground, m to pick holes in sthg [in a theory, argu¬ 

ment] to find faults in sthg □ He's always pick¬ 
ing holes in my ideas. -2. sport in golf, one of 
the small round holes that the ball is hit 
into. ■ a hole in one a successful attempt to 
hit the ball into one of the holes with only 
one stroke. -3. a place one thinks is unat¬ 
tractive or boring (informal use) □ This town's 
a real hole! -4. a situation that is difficult to 
get out of (informal use). 

♦ hole up vi to hide in a particular place to 
avoid trouble (informal use) □ Do you mind if I 
hole up with you for a while? 

holiday ['hDladei] n -1. gb a time when one 
can rest and enjoy oneself away from home; 
a time when one does not have to go to 
work or school □ We're spending our holidays 
in Spain this year. □ / have two weeks' holiday 
coming up. □ a walking/cycling holiday □ I'm on 
holiday! ■ to go on holiday to go to a place 
away from home for one’s holiday □ The 
neighbors have gone on holiday. -2. a day when 
everyone who does not do essential work 
has a rest □ Monday is a public holiday. 

holiday camp n GB a place that provides ac¬ 
commodation and entertainment, where 
people can go to spend their vacation □ They 
stayed at a holiday camp in Wales. 

holiday loading n in Australia, an extra pay¬ 
ment given to most employees when they 
take their main vacations. 

holidaymaker ['hDladeimeikaT « GB a person 
who is on vacation □ The plane was full of 
holidaymakers. 

holiday pay n GB pay that one receives from 
one’s employer when one is on vacation □ 
There is no mention of holiday pay in my contract. 

holiday resort n GB a place where people go 
on vacation □ What was a sleepy coastal village 
has become a fashionable holiday resort. 

holiday season n GB the period of the year, 
usually in the summer, when most people 
go on vacation. 

holiness ['houlinss] n: see holy □ the holiness of 
God. 

♦ Holiness n His/Your Holiness the words 
used when talking about/to the Pope and 
some other religious leaders, 

holistic [hou'listik] adj [solution, approach] that 
is based on the idea that a person or thing 
should be considered as a whole and not 
just as a collection of different parts. ■ holis¬ 
tic medicine a way of treating people by 
looking at not only their illness but also 
their social background, mental state etc. 

Holland ['hmland] = Netherlands, 

hollandaise sauce [.Imtandeiz-] n a rich sauce 
made with eggs and butter, 

holler ['holsr] (informal use) O vi to shout loud¬ 
ly □ He just stood there, hollering at me. o vt: 
"Watch out!" he hollered. 
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hollow ['hDlou] o adj -1. [tree, bracelet, statue] 

that has an empty space inside □ There was a 
hollow space behind the wall. □ All that remained 
of the house was a hollow shell. -2. [cheeks, 

eyes] that have sunk inward. -3. [sound, 

noise] that echoes □ The door closed with a hol¬ 
low thud. -4. [promise, threat, victory] that has 
no real value or meaning □ With so much lost 
already, any victory is likely to prove hollow. ■ a 
hollow laugh a laugh that shows that one 
does not really find something funny, 
o n -1. an empty space in something such as 
a tree □ He had great hollows in his cheeks. -2. a 
part of something, especially the ground, 
that is lower than the surrounding area □ 
The cottage was in a hollow in the woods. 

♦ hollow out vt sep to hollow sthg out [tree 

trunk, log] to remove the inside part of sthg; 
[shape, canoe] to make sthg by removing the 
inside part of something else. 

holly ['holi] n an evergreen bush with dark 
green prickly leaves and red berries, 

hollyhock ['hDlihDk] n a tall garden plant with 
a thick hairy stem and large white, red, yel¬ 
low, or purple flowers. 

Hollywood ['hnliwod] -1. an area of Los Ange¬ 
les, California. It is the center of the US 
movie industry. -2. the movie industry in 
the USA □ a Hollywood movie star □ Hollywood 
studios. 

Holmes [houmz], Sherlock the hero of the de¬ 
tective stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
He smokes a pipe, plays the violin, and is 
very good at solving mysteries, 

holocaust ['hr>bko:st] n great destruction and 
the killing of many people □ a nuclear holo¬ 
caust. 

♦ Holocaust n the Holocaust the organized 
killing of many Jews in Europe by Nazi Ger¬ 
many □ She lost her entire family in the Holo¬ 
caust. 

hologram [US 'houbgraem, GB 'ht>l-] « a three- 
dimensional picture made with lasers. 

Holst [houlst], Gustav (1874-1934) a British 
composer, whose major orchestral work is 
The Planets. 

holster ['houlstrP] n a holder for a gun, at¬ 
tached to a belt. 

holy ['houli] (compar holier, super! holiest) adj 
-1. [book, image, place] that is connected with 
God and is therefore considered to be spe¬ 
cial □ Jerusalem is the holy city of three reli¬ 
gions. -2. [person] who leads a good and reli¬ 
gious life □ He always led a pure and holy life. 

Holy Communion n a Christian service in 
which bread and wine are shared to repre¬ 
sent Christ’s last meal with his 12 disciples. 

Holy Family « the Holy Family Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph. 

Holy Ghost n the Holy Ghost in the Christian 
religion, the presence of God, often pictured 
as a white dove. 

Holy Grail [-'greil] n the Holy Grail the cup 

that Christ is said to have drunk from at the 
Last Supper and that many legendary char¬ 
acters have searched for. 

Holy Land: the Holy Land a term for a region 
of the Middle East, between the Jordan Riv¬ 
er and the Mediterranean, where most of 
the Bible stories took place. 

holy orders npl to take holy orders to become 

a priest. 

Holy Spirit n = Holy Ghost. 

homage ['hDmidj] n something that one says 
or does that shows great respect for a per¬ 
son in authority or whom one admires (for¬ 
mal use) □ The movie is intended as a homage to 
Chandler. ■ to pay homage to sb/sthg to show 
great respect to sb/sthg □ Mr Nikolov paid 
homage to the bravery of ordinary Russians. 

home [houm] On-1. the building or place 
where one lives □ the family home □ London's 
my home now. □ They made their home in Milan 
for a while. □ The marshes are home to thou¬ 
sands of wading birds. ■ a home away from 
home us, a home from home GB a place that 
is as comfortable, well-equipped, pleasant 
etc as one’s own home □ Our place on Long 
Island has always been a home away from home 
for the kids. -2. [of a movement, style] the place 
where somebody or something comes from 
□ New Orleans is the home of jazz. -3. [family] a 
person’s house and family □ a broken/happy 
home □ She came from a normal middle-class 
home. ■ to leave home to stop living with 
one’s family, especially because one is old 
enough to live alone □ She left home at 16 to 
work in a factory. -4. [for children, old people] a 
place where a particular group of people or 
animals that cannot look after themselves 
are cared for □ a children's/dogs' home □ She 
wants to put her mother in an old people's home, 
o adj -1. home life one’s life with one’s 
family ■ home furnishings furnishings de¬ 
signed for the home ■ home cooking cooking 
that is done at home □ a few home comforts. 
-2. home news/affairs news/affairs connected 
with one’s own country, not foreign coun¬ 
tries □ our home affairs correspondent □ We are 
having to cater for an expanding home market. 
-3. sport a home game a game that is played 
at a team’s own field □ another home win for 
Juventus. 
o adv -1. [go, walk, hurry] to or at one’s house 
□ He took her home to meet his parents. □ She 
should be home shortly. -2. [return, fly] to one’s 
own country from abroad □ Illegal immigrants 
were being sent home. -3. to bring sthg home 
to sb to make sb understand how important 
sthg is □ Recent price increases have brought 
home to the public the risks of inflation. • to 
drive or hammer sthg home to make sthg 
clearly understood in a forceful way □ Her 
speech really hammered home the message. 

♦ at home adv -1. [be, stay, work] in one’s 
house □ I've left my briefcase at home. -2. to 
feel at home to feel relaxed and comfortable 
□ / never feel very at home in their apartment. ■ 
to be or feel at home with sthg to be familiar 
with sthg so that one uses or does it with 
confidence □ / feel quite at home with a left- 
hand drive car. ■ to make oneself at home to 
behave in a relaxed manner as if one was in 
one’s own house □ Make yourselves at home 
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while I put the coffee on. -3. in one’s own 
country □ The stores don't shut in the middle of 
the day at home. -4. sport to play at home 
[team, player] to play at the ground where 
one is based. 

♦ home in on vt fus to home in on sthg [fact, 
problem, mistake] to give all one’s attention 
to sthg small; [target, prey] to find sthg or be 
aimed at it and attack it □ I'd like to home in 
on something you just said. □ The missiles are 
homing in on their target. 

home address n the address of the house or 
apartment where one lives □ Please send the 
check to my home address. 

home banking n a system of banking where 
all business is done by home computer or 
telephone, so that one does not need to go 
to the bank. 

home base n the fourth and last base on a 
baseball field, that is also the homeplate. 

home brew n beer that one makes oneself at 
home. 

homecoming ['houmkAmir)] n -1. somebody’s 
return to a place they have not seen for a 
long time □ It was an emotional homecoming 
for me. -2. education an annual celebration 
at a college or university in the USA for 
people who used to be students there, 

home computer n a small computer for per¬ 
sonal use at home. 

home cooking n food that one prepares and 
cooks oneself at home. 

Home Counties: the Home Counties the 
counties in southeastern England around 
London. 

home economics n a subject at school that 
deals with cooking, sewing, and how to run 
a home. 

home fries npl US boiled potatoes that have 
been sliced and fried. 

home ground « -1. to be on home ground to 
be in a place that one knows very well □ 
When the train crossed the border, I felt like I 
was on home ground. -2. to be on home 
ground to be dealing with a subject that one 
knows very well □ If you've studied computing 
before, you'll be on home ground here. -3. sport 
the stadium, field etc that belongs to a par¬ 
ticular team and which is their local base □ 
The team will be playing on (its) home ground. 

homegrown [.houm'groon] adj [fruit, vegetable] 
that one has grown in one’s own garden; 
that has been grown in one’s country □ 
These tomatoes are homegrown. 

home help m GB a person employed by the 
social services to go to the homes of sick or 
old people and help them with cleaning and 
cooking. 

home improvements npl work that one does 
to one’s home to make it more comfortable 
or attractive. 

homeland ['houmlaend] « -1. the country 
where one was bom. -2. one of the areas 
that were set aside for the Black population 
under the apartheid system in South Africa, 

homeless ['houmbs] o adj [person, family] that 

has nowhere to live □ Thousands of people 
were made homeless by the storms, o npl the 
homeless people, especially in a city, who 
have nowhere to live □ New York's homeless. 

homelessness [’hooinbsnas] n: see homeless □ 
the growing problem of homelessness. 

home loan n a loan that one gets in order to 
buy a house. 

homely ['houmli] adj -1. us [person, face] unat¬ 
tractive □ She's a rather homely girl. -2. GB 
[place, food, atmosphere] simple but comfort¬ 
able a The house looked small and homely. 

homemade [,houm'meid] adj [jam, bread, wine] 
that has been made by somebody in their 
own home, not bought in a store □ 
homemade marmalade. 

home movie n a movie that one makes of a 
family occasion, vacation etc and that is in¬ 
tended to be shown at home, not in a 
movie theater. 

Home Office n the Home Office the British 
government department that deals with law 
and order, immigration, and broadcasting, 

homeopath [’houmiapaeG] n a person qualified 
to practice homeopathy. 

homeopathic [.hoomia'pasGik] adj [remedy, treat¬ 
ment, medicine] see homeopathy. 

homeopathy [.hounu'DpaGi] n a kind of alter¬ 
native medicine that treats illness with very 
small amounts of natural substances, 

homeowner ['houmounar] n a person who 
owns their house or apartment, 

homeplate ['hoompleit] n in baseball, the 
place where the umpire, the catcher, and 
the batter stand. 

Homer ['hoomar] (8th century bc) a Greek 
poet, whose long poems the Iliad and the 
Odyssey are very important in the history of 
Western literature. 

Homer, Winslow (1836-1910) a US painter 
who is well known for his paintings of the 
sea. 

home rule n government of an area or coun¬ 
try by its own citizens. 

home run n a long hit in baseball that allows 
the player to score a run. 

Home Secretary n the Home Secretary the 
British government minister in charge of the 
Home Office. 

home shopping n a way of buying things by 
ordering them by telephone or computer af¬ 
ter seeing them on a special TV channel or 
computer link. 

homesick ['hoomsik] adj [person] who is un¬ 
happy because they are away from home □ 
Don't you ever get homesick? 

homesickness ['houmsiknas] n [of person] see 
homesick □ / used to suffer from terrible home¬ 
sickness when I was working overseas. 

homespun ['hoomspAn] adj [philosophy, idea] 
simple and ordinary □ Dave's homespun theo¬ 
ries about how to run the country really annoy 
me. 

homestay ['hoomstei] n aus homestay (accom- 
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modation) bed and breakfast accommoda¬ 
tion in a private home. s 

homestead ['hoomsted] « US a farmhouse and 
the land around it. 

Homestead Act n the Homestead Act a law 
passed in 1862 that aimed to encourage ag¬ 
ricultural development in the west of the 
USA by giving land to settlers to farm. 

home straight « GB = home stretch. 

home stretch « US the home stretch [of a race] 
the final part of a race; [of a job, trip] the last 
stage of something. 

hometown [,houm'taun] n the town where 
one was bom or grew up. 

home truth « an unpleasant fact about some¬ 
body that somebody else tells them □ It's 
about time he was told a few home truths. 

homeward ['houmwo'd] o adj [trip] in the di¬ 
rection of home, o adv — homewards, 

homewards ['houmw3rdz] adv [go, travel] in the 
direction of home □ / headed homewards. 

homework ['houmw3:rk] n -1. education the 
work that teachers give their students to do 
at home □ / do my homework regularly. -2. to 
do one's homework to find out information 
about something so that one is prepared for 
something one does later, 

homey ['houmi] (compar homier, superl homi¬ 
est) adj US [restaurant, atmosphere] that is re¬ 
laxed and comfortable. 

homicidal [.hmm'saidl] adj [person] who is like¬ 
ly to murder somebody □ a homicidal maniac. 

homicide ['hmnisaid] n the crime of murder 
(formal use). 

homily ['hrimsli] {pi homilies) « a long boring 
talk in which somebody usually criticizes 
another person and tells them how to be¬ 
have □ She gave me the usual homily about re¬ 
specting one's elders. 

homing ['houmirj] adj -1. the homing instinct 
the ability that a bird or animal has to re¬ 
member its way back home after traveling 
long distances. -2. a homing device a device 
in a weapon that guides it to its target, 

homing pigeon n a pigeon that can find its 
way back home after flying long distances, 

homoeopath etc ['houmispaeG] = homeopath etc. 

homogeneous [.houma'dsfinias] adj [group, 
class, community] that is made up of people 
or things of the same kind □ The region is cul¬ 
turally homogeneous. 
NOTE: Compare heterogeneous, 

homogenize, -ise [ha'modjanaiz] vt to mix 
<milk> so that the cream is evenly spread, 

homosexual hhouma'sekfual] o « a person 
who is sexually attracted to people of the 
same sex as themselves, o adj: a homosexual 
man/woman/relationship. 

homosexuality bhoumasekfu'aebti] n: see homo¬ 
sexual. 

homy ['houmi] adj US = homey. 

Hon. -1. abbr of Honourable. -2. abbr of Honor¬ 
ary. 

Honduras [hon'djuarss] a country in Central 

America, between Guatemala and Nicara¬ 
gua. size: 112,000 sq kms. population: 
5,600,000 (Hondurans). capital: Tegucigalpa. 
language: Spanish, currency: lempira, 

hone [houn] vf -1. [knife, blade] to sharpen 
<sthg> □ a honed sword. -2. [one's skill, intel¬ 
lect] to develop and improve <sthg> over a 
long period of time □ Rees honed his journalis¬ 
tic skills writing for a local paper. 

honest ['Dnast] o adj -1. [person] who does 
not break the law and can be trusted □ an 
honest law-abiding citizen. -2. [person, answer, 
opinion] frank and truthful □ Let's be honest 
with each other, we've both behaved badly. ■ to 
be honest,... a phrase used to show that one 
is giving a frank opinion □ To be honest, I 
don't care. -3. [means, living] that does not in¬ 
volve breaking the law □ The honest thing to 
do would be to hand the wallet in to the police, 
o adv a word used to emphasize that one is 
not lying (informal use) □ / didn't do it, honest I 

honestly [rinastli] o adv -1. [live, act] truthfully 
or according to the law □ I'll try to answer the 
questions honestly. -2. a word used to em¬ 
phasize that one is not lying □ / did try, hon¬ 
estly! o excl a word used to express impa¬ 
tience or annoyance □ Honestly, this is so un¬ 
fair! 

honesty ['onasti] n [of a person, answer, opinion] 
see honest □ Honesty is the best policy. 

honey ['hAm] « -1. a sweet sticky substance 
made by bees, often eaten on bread and 
used in cooking □ / take honey in my tea rather 
than sugar. -2. US a word used to talk to a 
person one is fond of (informal use) □ Honey, 
I'm home! 

honeybee ['hAmbi:] n a kind of bee which 
makes honey. 

honeycomb ['hAmkoum] n -1. a wax structure 
made by bees in which they store honey. 
-2. a pattern like a honeycomb, 

honeymoon ['hAmmum] o n -1. the vacation 
which a couple take immediately after get¬ 
ting married □ We went there on our honey¬ 
moon. -2. the short period of time at the be¬ 
ginning of a new administration, business 
deal etc when everybody involved is happy 
and enthusiastic □ The new President is enjoy¬ 
ing a honeymoon period with the electorate, o vi 
[couple] to go on honeymoon □ They're honey¬ 
mooning in Paris. 

honeysuckle ['hAmsAkl] n a climbing plant 
with pale-yellow flowers that smell sweet. 

Hong Kong [.hDg'kDrj] a British colony in 
southeastern China, consisting of a group of 
islands and part of the mainland. A major 
banking, commercial, and industrial center, 
it will be given back to China in 1997. size: 
1,034 sq kins, population: 5,800,000. capital: 
Victoria, language: English, Cantonese, cur¬ 
rency: Hong Kong dollar, 

honk [hor)k] On-1. [of a car] the loud noise 
made by a car horn. -2. [of a goose] the loud 
noise made by a goose, o vf [driver, car] to 
sound <a hom>. o vi -1. [driver, car] The bus 
honked at me to move. -2. [goose] The geese 
honked at the passing boats. 
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honkyT [ hDrjki] (pi honkies) n US a white per¬ 
son (offensive use). 

Honolulu [.hmio'luilu:] the capital of Hawaii. It 
is a major port and tourist center, popula¬ 
tion: 365,272. 

honor US, honour GB ['Dnsr] o « -l. great re¬ 
spect and admiration that people have for 
somebody; morally correct behavior □ He did 
it for the honor of the family. □ a man of honor. 
-2. to be an honor to sthg [to one s school, 

family] to bring respect to sthg □ She's an hon¬ 
or to her country. -3. a pleasure □ It would be 
an honor, o vt -1. [contract, agreement] to keep 
to the terms of <a promise> □ Both sides 
agreed to honor the ceasefire. -2. to be honored 
to be proud and pleased (formal use) □ I'm 
honored to meet you. 

♦ Honor n His/Her/Your Honor the words 
used when talking about/to a judge. 

♦ honors npl -1. marks of respect □ The sol¬ 
dier was buried with full military honors. -2. edu¬ 
cation a level of a degree which is higher 
than the basic level □ She passed her degree 
with honors. -3. to do the honors to act as a 
host to one’s guests by e.g. serving them 
food or drink; to introduce people to each 
other □ I'll do the honors, shall I? 

♦ in honor of prep as a mark of respect for 
<sb/sthg> □ A holiday was declared in honor of 
the President's visit. 

honorable us, honourable gb ['Dnarabl] adj 
[action, decision, conduct] that is worthy of re¬ 
spect; [person] who behaves in a morally cor¬ 
rect way □ He made an honorable withdrawal 
from the contest. 

♦ Honourable ad) the Honourable a tide used 
when talking to or about a Member of the 
British House of Commons □ the Honourable 
member for Cambridge. 

honorably us, honourably gb ['Dnarabli] adv 
[act, behave, treat] see honorable □ If we lose, 
we must lose honorably. 

honorary [us 'Dnareri, GB 'Dnran] adj -1. [mem¬ 
bership, title] that is given as a mark of respect □ 
He was awarded an honorary degree by Oxford Uni¬ 
versity. -2. [position, treasurer] that is not paid □ 
/ 'm acting as honorary secretary. 

honor bound adj to be honor bound to do 
sthg to feel that it is right to do sthg even 
though it may not be in one’s interest □ / felt 
honor bound to tell the truth. 

honor roll « US a list of people at a school, 
college, or some other institution who have 
performed well. 

honors degree « a degree which is higher 
than the basic level. 

honour etc GB = honor etc. 

honours list n in Britain, a list of people who 
are to be given titles by the Queen as a sign 
of respect for the things they have done. 

Hons. GB abbr of honours degree. 

Hon. Sec. abbr of honorary secretary. 

Honshu ['hDnJu:] the largest island of Japan, 
containing most of its main cities, size: 
230,000 sq kms. population: 99,254,194. 

hooch [hurt/] k a strong alcoholic drink that is 
brewed illegally (informal use). 

hood [hud] n -1. clothing the part of a coat or 
jacket that can be put up to cover one’s 
head □ Put your hood up, It's raining. -2. a part 
of a car, baby carriage etc that covers it and 
that can be put up and down o We drove 
along with the hood down. -3. US auto the met¬ 
al panel that covers the engine in a car □ I'll 
take a quick look under the hood. 

hooded ['hudad] adj -1. [gunman, robber] who 
has a hood or hat pulled over their face to 
avoid being recognized. -2. hooded eyes eyes 
that look partly closed because they have 
large eyelids. 

hoodlum ['huidlam] n a violent person who 
belongs to a gang or criminal organization, 

hoodwink [’hudwirjk] vt to trick <sb> by be¬ 
having in a clever way □ The old lady was 
hoodwinked into handing over her life savings. 

hooey ['hun] n US nonsense (informal use), 

hoof [hu:f] (pi hoofs or hooves) n the hard part 
of the feet of some animals, e.g. cows and 
horses □ a horse's hoof. 

hook [huk] o n -1. [for hanging things] a curved 
piece of metal, plastic etc for hanging things 
on □ / hung up my jacket on a hook. □ a clothes/ 
picture hook. -2. [for catching fish] a bent piece 
of metal that is attached to a line and used 
for catching fish. -3. clothing a metal fas¬ 
tener on a dress, skirt etc. ■ a hook and eye 

a type of fastener for clothes that consists of 
a metal hook held in place by a metal loop. 
o vt -1. to attach <sthg> to something else 
with a hook □ You can hook the exercise ma¬ 
chine to a door handle. -2. to catch <a fish> 
with a hook □ We’ve hooked several trout to¬ 
day. -3. to put <an arm, leg> etc around 
something □ He hooked his arm around my 
neck. 

♦ off the hook adv -1. to take/leave the phone 
or receiver off the hook to take/leave the re¬ 
ceiver off the phone so that it cannot ring □ 
Either the line's busy or the phone's off the hook. 
-2. to get off the hook to avoid being pun¬ 
ished □ His lawyer succeeded in getting him off 
the hook. 

♦ hook up vt sep to hook sb/sthg up [person, 
computer, telephone] to connect sb/sthg to a 
larger system □ We're hooked up to our head 
office by satellite. 

Hook [huk], Captain a character in Peter Pan 
by J.M. Barrie. He is an evil pirate, who has 
a hook instead of one of his hands, 

hooked [hukt] adj -1. [nose, claw] that is 
shaped like a hook. -2. to be hooked on sthg 
to be addicted to sthg (informal use) □ Kids to¬ 
day are hooked on TV. 

hooker ['hukar] n a prostitute (informal use). 

hook(e)y ['huki] n US to play hook(e)y to stay 
away from school without permission (infor¬ 
mal use) □ We were caught playing hookey. 

hooligan ['hudigan] n a noisy violent young 
person who causes trouble in public □ a gang 
of hooligans □ the hooligan element in society. 

hooliganism ['hudiganizm] n the violent be- 



hoop 
510 

havior of hooligans □ an attempt to stamp out 
hooliganism in our streets. 

hoop [hu:p] n -1. a large circle of metal, 
wood, plastic etc □ a metal hoop. -2. games a 
children’s toy in the shape of a hoop, 

hoop-la f'huipla:] n GB a game where people 
try to throw small hoops over objects to 
win them. 

hooray [hu'rei] excl a word used to show that 
one is happy and excited □ Hooray! I've won! 

Hoosier ['hui33r] « a person who comes from 
Indiana (informal use). 

hoot [hu:t] on-1. [of an owl] the sound made 
by an owl. -2. [of a horn, car, truck] the loud 
noise made by the hom of a car or truck. 
-3. a loud high-pitched laugh □ She gave a 
loud hoot of laughter. -4. to be a hoot to be 
very enjoyable and funny (informal use) □ 
What a hoot! o vi -1. [owl] to make a hoot. 
-2. [horn] to make a hoot; [driver] to sound a 
horn □ Why is he hooting at me? -3. to laugh 
with a loud high-pitched voice (informal use) 
□ He hooted with laughter, o vt to hoot one's 
horn to sound the hom of one’s car □ Every¬ 
one started hooting their horns at each other. 

hooter ['huitor] « GB the horn of a car □ 'Press 
here to sound the hooter.' □ a car hooter. 

Hoover™ ['hu:var] n GB a vacuum cleaner. 

♦ hoover GB o vt [floor, room, carpet] to clean 
<sthg> with a vacuum cleaner, o vi: The 
maid dusts, hoovers, irons, and cooks for us. 

Hoover ['huival, Herbert (1874-1964) US 
President from 1929 to 1933. 

Hoover, J. Edgar (1895-1972) a US lawyer 
who was director of the FBI from 1924 to 
1972. 

hooves [hu:vz] plural of hoof, 

hop [hop] (pt & pp hopped, cont hopping) o n 
-1. [of a person] a jump on one leg □ He took a 

couple of hops, then asked for his crutches. 
-2. [of a frog, rabbit, bird] a jump on two legs. 
-3. a short trip □ From London to Paris is now 
just a short hop across the Channel, o vi -1. 
[person] to jump on one leg □ He was hopping 
from foot to foot to keep warm. -2. [frog, rabbit, 

bird] to jump on two legs □ A robin hopped 
onto the lawn. -3. to go to a place nearby 
quickly and for a short time □ I'm just hop¬ 
ping over to the post office to buy a stamp, 
o vt (informal use) -1. US to ride on <a bus, 
train> etc. -2. phrase hop it! go away! 

♦ hops npl the dried flowers of a plant that 
are used to flavor beer. 

hope [houp] o vi to want something that is 
outside one’s control to happen or to be 
true □ We're hoping for a baby girl. □ I'm hoping 
for a pay raise next year. » I hope so/not a 
phrase used when one wants/does not want 
something that another person has said to 
happen or to be true □ "Is James coming?" — 
"/ hope so." □ "You didn't forget your wallet, did 
you?" — "/ hope not." • to hope for the best 
to want something to happen even though 
one is not very confident that it will □ All we 
can do is hope for the best. 

o vt: I hope (that) you've enjoyed your visit. □ / 
hope to finish the job by tomorrow, 
o n -1. a desire for something that is be¬ 
yond one’s control to be true or to happen □ 
My hope is that one day we'll find the answer. □ 
our hopes and dreams for the future. ■ I don't 
hold out much hope I don’t have many rea¬ 
sons to be hopeful. -2. a chance that makes 
something possible; belief in this chance □ 
They've no hope of winning now. □ Never lose 
hope. □ Hopes are fading for those still trapped 
underground. ■ in the hope because one hopes 
for a particular thing □ I went in the hope of 
meeting new friends or in the hope that I'd meet 
new friends. ■ to pin one's hopes on sb/sthg 
to make sb/sthg one’s main hope. □ Try not 
to pin all your hopes on this one project. ■ to 
raise sb's hopes to make sb have more hope 
that something will happen □ / said nothing 
because I didn't want to raise his hopes. -3. a 
person or thing that can help somebody in a 
difficult situation □ You're my last hope. □ 
Stein is America's best hope in the men's 100 m. 

hope chest n US things that are useful in a 
house that a woman collects before she gets 
married. 

hopeful [’houpfl] o adj -1. [person] who feels 
confident that something they want to hap¬ 
pen will happen □ Both sides in the dispute are 
hopeful that a settlement can be reached. □ We 
are hopeful of having our offer accepted. -2. 
[sign, future, news] that makes one feel that 
what one wants to happen will happen □ 
Things don’t look too hopeful right now. On a 
person who wishes to be chosen for a par¬ 
ticular job, especially an acting role □ Dozens 
of young hopefuls lined up for the auditions. 

hopefully fhoupfli] adv -1. hopefully,... a word 
used to show that one hopes something is 
true or will happen □ Hopefully I'll have been 
paid by next week. -2. [smile, look] see hopeful □ 
He looked up hopefully as Mr Lee walked in. 

hopeless [’houpbs] adj -1. [person] who has 
lost all hope □ / felt completely hopeless and 
alone. -2. [situation, case, life] that has no 
chance of succeeding or improving □ Thou¬ 
sands of viewers were moved by the hopeless 
plight of these starving children. -3. [person] 

who is not good at something (informal use) 
□ I've always been hopeless at math. 

hopelessly ['houpbsli] adv -1. [weep, speak] 

without hope □ "It's over!" she said hopeless¬ 
ly. -2. hopelessly bad/lost etc very bad/lost 
etc □ We're hopelessly in debt. 

Hop! ['houpi:] « a Native American people liv¬ 
ing in Arizona; the language of this people, 

hopper ['hops'! « a large container, shaped 
like a funnel, for cereals, coal etc. 

Hopper ['hops'], Edward (1882-1967) a US 
painter. He is known for his realistic pic¬ 
tures of city life. 

hopping ['hopirfl adv to be hopping mad to be 
very angry (informal use), 

hopscotch ['hripskDtJ'] n a children’s game 
played by jumping on squares marked on 
the ground. 

horde [ho:rd] n a large group of people (disap- 
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proving use) □ Hordes of tourists invade the 
beaches in summer. 

horizon [ha'raizn] n the line far away between 
the highest part of the sea or land and the 
sky □ The sun rose above the horizon, m to be 
on the horizon (ship, figure] to be visible on 
tdie horizon; [prospect, opportunity! to be go¬ 
ing to happen quite soon □ A cloud appeared 
on the horizon. □ The rumor is that a promotion 
may be on the horizon. 

♦ horizons npl the limits of one's ambitions 
or experience □ Foreign travel always broadens 
one's horizons. 

horizontal [.hDri'zrmtl] o adj [line, position] that 
is flat and parallel to the ground □ The body 
lay horizontal on the floor, o n the horizontal a 
horizontal line or position □ Raise your arm to 
the horizontal. 

hormone ['ho:rmoun] « a chemical produced 
by a gland in the body that causes specific 
changes in the body □ He was injected with a 
hormone to promote growth. 

hormone replacement therapy n a medical 
treatment given to some women when their 
periods stop in middle age. It replaces the 
hormones no longer produced by the body 
and reduces the unpleasant effects some 
women experience when their periods stop, 

horn [ho:rn] n -1. [of a cow, sheep, bull] a long 
hard growth on either side of an animal's 
head that is usually curved and pointed at 
the end; the hard material that this is made 
of □ The male has horns on its head. □ a horn 
spoon/handle. -2. music any instrument made 
of metal or hom that is blown to make a 
sound o the horn section. -3. [of a car, ship] a 
device on a vehicle that makes a loud noise 
as a warning or signal □ a car horn □ He 
sounded the horn. 

hornet [’hoi'nat] n a large wasp that stings. 

Horn of Africa: the Horn of Africa a region of 
east Africa that includes Somalia, Djibouti, 
Eritrea, and part of Ethiopia, 

horn-rimmed ['-rimd] adj horn-rimmed specta¬ 
cles or glasses glasses that have frames 
made of hom or plastic that is colored to 
look like horn. 

horny [*ho:rni] (compar hornier, super! horniest) 
adj -1. [substance] that is hard and made of 
hom or of a material like hom □ a horny 
claw/fingernail. -2. [hand, skin] that is hard and 
rough. -3. v [person] who feels sexually ex¬ 
cited (very informal use). 

horoscope [’horaskoup] tt information about a 
person’s character and future life, based on 
the position of the planets when they were 
bom or at any particular time □ Do you want 
me to read your horoscope ? 

horrendous [ho'rendas] adj -1. [murder, vio¬ 

lence, scene] frightening and very unpleasant 
□ It was a horrendous experience. -2. [weather, 

mess, waste] that is very bad especially be¬ 
cause there is so much of it (informal use) □ a 
horrendous traffic jam □ There's a horrendous 
amount of work to do. 

horrible ['hnrabl] adj -1. [accident, murder] un¬ 

pleasant and shocking. -2. [person, place, ex¬ 

perience] very unpleasant □ You horrible little 
boy! □ I've had a horrible day today. □ horrible 
weather. 

horribly ['hDrabli] adv -1. to be horribly killed/ 
tortured etc to be killed/tortured etc in an 
unpleasant and shocking way. -2. horribly 
late/expensive etc very late/expensive etc (in¬ 
formal use) □ It all went horribly wrong! 

horrid ['Irorad] adj [person, place, idea] very un¬ 
pleasant □ She's being horrid to me. 

horrific [hD'rifik] adj [scene, murder, violence] 

very shocking and unpleasant □ He had 
horrific injuries to his legs. 

horrify [’hDrifai] (pt & pp horrified) vt to shock 
<sb> very much □ The news horrified the 
whole nation. 

horrifying ['hDrifanrj] adj [violence, picture, idea] 

shocking and unpleasant □ It was a horrifying 
thought. 

horror ['hnrar] tt -1. a strong feeling of shock 
and fear □ The thought filled me with horror. □ a 
feeling of horror, m to my/his etc horror a 
phrase used to show that an event, piece of 
information etc is shocking and unpleasant 
for somebody □ To her horror, a brick came 
crashing through the window. -2. to have a hor¬ 
ror of sthg to have a strong dislike for sthg □ 
She has a horror of spiders. -3. a frightening 
experience □ the horrors of war. 

horror movie n a frightening movie, usually 
one that deals with supernatural things, e.g. 
ghosts or vampires. 

horror-struck adj to be horror-struck to be 
very shocked. 

hors d'oeuvre [,o:r'd3:rv] (pi hors d'oeuvres) n 
-1. US a small amount of cold food, e.g. 
pieces of meat or cheese, served with drinks 
before a meal. -2. GB a small amount of food 
eaten at the beginning of a meal, 

horse [ha:rs] n a large four-legged animal with 
hooves that people ride or use to pull 
things. 

horseback ['ha:rsbaek] o adj a horseback rider a 
rider on a horse. ■ horseback riding the ac¬ 
tivity of riding a horse as a sport or pastime, 
o n to be on horseback [person] to be on a 
horse □ He rode there on horseback. 

horsebox ['ho:rsbDks] n GB = horse trailer, 

horse chestnut « -1. a horse chestnut (tree) a 
large tree with big leaves made up of several 
parts and white or pink flowers. -2. the 
shiny brown nut produced by a horse chest¬ 
nut tree. 

horse-drawn adj a horse-drawn carriage/cart a 
carriage/cart that is pulled by one or more 
horses. 

horsefly ['ho:rsflai] (pi horseflies) n a large fly 
that bites people, horses, and cattle, 

horsehair ['ha:rshear] n hair from the tail or 
mane of a horse that in the past was used in 
the soft parts of furniture or to make cloth □ 
a horsehair sofa/blanket. 

horseman ['ha:rsman] (pi horsemen [-man]) « a 
man who rides a horse □ He's a fine horse¬ 
man. □ a group of horsemen. 
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horseplay ['ho:rsplei] n rough noisy behavior 
by young people who are enjoying them¬ 

selves. 
horsepower ['ho:rspau3r] n a unit (745.7 

watts) used for measuring the power of an 
engine □ a 300-horsepower engine. 

horse racing n the sport of racing horses, in 
which the owner of the horse that wins 
usually receives a large sum of money, 

horseradish ['ho:rsraedi.T] n a plant with a 
white root which has a strong flavor and is 
used to make a sauce usually eaten with 
meat □ horseradish sauce. 

horse riding n the activity of riding horses as 
a sport or pastime □ We sometimes go horse 
riding at weekends. 

horseshoe ['ha;rsju:] n -1. a piece of metal 
shaped like the letter “U” that is attached to 
each of a horse’s four feet to protect them 
against hard surfaces. -2. a shape like a 
horseshoe: a piece of card or plastic in this 
shape that is given to people as a symbol of 
good luck □ a lucky horseshoe. 

horse show « a sports competition in which 
riders on horseback take part in one or 
more different events indoors or outdoors, 

horse-trading n the process of trying to reach 
an agreement (disapproving use), 

horse trailer « US a large container on wheels 
that is pulled by a vehicle and is used for 
transporting horses in. 

horse trials npl a sports competition held 
outdoors in which riders on horseback all 
take part in the same three events, 

horsewhip ['ho:rswip] (pt & pp horsewhipped, 
cont horsewhipping) vt to hit <sb> with a 
whip used for controlling horses, 

horsewoman ['ho^swuman] {pi horsewomen) n 
she's a good horsewoman she’s good at rid¬ 
ing horses. 

horticultural [.hodti'kAltJral] adj [society, skill, 
expert] that is connected with horticulture, 

horticulture I'hadtikAltJV] n the practice of 
growing flowers, fruit, and vegetables in 
gardens. 

hose [houz] on a long, flexible, plastic pipe 
that is attached to a faucet at one end and 
used to spread water onto gardens, cars, 
fires etc □ a garden hose □ a fireman's hose. 
o tipi US a piece of clothing worn by wom¬ 
en, usually made of very fine nylon ma¬ 
terial, that covers the legs from the waist to 
the toes and fits close to the skin □ a pair of 
hose, o vt [garden, lawn] to water <sthg> 
using a hose. 

♦ hose down vf sep to hose sthg down [car, 
path] to clean sthg using a hose □ Dad was 
outside, hosing down the car. 

hosepipe ['houzpaip] « GB = hose, 

hosiery [US 'hou33n, GB ’houziari] n a collective 
term used in stores for socks, stockings, and 
tights. 

hospice ['hospas] « a place that is like a hospi¬ 
tal where people who cannot be cured of 
serious diseases can be looked after until 
they die □ hospice care. 

hospitable [hD'spitabl] adj [person, place] that 
makes one feel welcome, 

hospital ['hDspitl] n a place where people who 
are sick or injured go to be treated □ My 
grandmother is in the hospital US or in hospital 
GB. □ He was taken to the hospital US or to hos¬ 
pital GB last night. 

hospitality [,hDspi'taelati] « behavior that makes 
guests feel welcome □ Thank you so much for 

your hospitality. 

hospitality suite n one or more rooms at a 
special event where alcoholic drinks are 
served free of charge. 

hospitalize, -ise [’hnspitlaiz] vt to be hospital¬ 
ized to be taken to the hospital for treat¬ 
ment □ Did you know he was hospitalized for 
three weeks afterwards? 

host [houst] o n -1. a person who invites 
guests □ He's a wonderful host. -2. a place or 
organization that provides equipment and 
buildings for a special event □ Barcelona was 
the host of the 1992 Olympics. ■ the host coun¬ 
try the country that organizes and provides 
the location for a particular international 
event. -3. radio & tv a person who intro¬ 
duces a radio or TV program and talks to 
the people taking part □ a talk show host. 
-4. computing any computer that contains 
information that other computers can access 
on the Internet. -5. a host of sthg [of people, 

places, questions] a large number of sthg (lit¬ 
erary use) □ Tonight's show brings you a host of 
stars. 
o vt -1. radio & tv [show, quiz] to introduce 
<a program> and talk to the people taking 
part in it □ She's now hosting her own show. 
-2. [conference, games] to be the place where 
<an event> is held and provide the facilities 
for it □ Birmingham is hosting this year's trade 
fair. 

♦ Host n the Host religion the bread given to 
people during Communion in a Christian 
church service. 

hostage ['hDstid3l n somebody who is the 
prisoner of a person or organization and 
who may be hurt or killed if that person or 
organization does not get what they want □ 
The gunman has taken a woman hostage. □ He 
was held hostage for over three years. 

hostel ['hDstl] h -1. a building, managed by an 
organization, where certain types of people, 
such as students or nurses, can live cheaply 
for a short time □ a student hostel. -2. a place 
where young people who are traveling can 
spend the night. 

hostess I'houstas] n -1. a woman who invites 
guests. -2. US a woman who takes people to 
their tables in restaurants. 

hostile [US 'hDstl, GB 'hDstail] adj -1. [person, at¬ 

titude, atmosphere] aggressive and unfriendly 
□ Mr Bayer got a very hostile reception at the 
meeting, ■ to be hostile to sb/sthg to show 
dislike or disapproval of sb/sthg □ Most peo¬ 
ple are hostile to the idea of higher taxes. 
-2. [weather, climate] that is difficult to live or 
work in □ hostile conditions. -3. military [army, 
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territory] that belongs to the enemy □ a hostile 
plane. 

hostility [ho'stilsti] n a feeling of dislike or 
disapproval that is shown in the form of ag¬ 
gressive or unfriendly behavior □ You could 
sense his hostility to the proposals. 

♦ hostilities npl military fighting between 
two countries or groups of people □ a fresh 
outbreak of hostilities. 

hot [hot] (compar hotter, super! hottest) adj 
-1. [water, oven, room] that has a high tem¬ 
perature; [day, weather, summer] that has a lot 
of sun and high temperatures □ I'm too hot in 
this sweater. □ It's getting hot in here. -2. [food, 

meal, soup] that has been heated □ The bread 
was still hot from the oven. -3. [dish, curry] that 
has a strong spicy taste which burns one’s 
mouth □ hot chili pepper. -4. to be hot on or at 
sthg to know a lot about sthg (informal use) 
□ Sue's pretty hot on computers. -5. [news, 

scandal, gossip] new and exciting, so that 
people want to know about it (informal use) 
□ Do you have any hot gossip? -6. to have a hot 
temper to become angry easily 

hot-air balloon « a very large balloon filled 
with hot air that sometimes has a container 
underneath to carry people, 

hotbed ['hotbed] n to be a hotbed of sthg [of 

crime, violence, vice] to be a place where 
there is a lot of sthg unpleasant, 

hotchpotch n GB = hodgepodge, 

hot-cross bun « a small, round, sweet bread 
roll, usually eaten at Easter, that contains 
dried fruit and has a mark in the shape of a 
cross on the top. 

hot dog n a long bread roll with a sausage in 
it. 

hotel [hoo'tel] n -1. a large building where 
people pay money to eat and sleep when 
they are away from home □ We stayed in a 
five-star hotel. □ a hotel room □ the hotel staff/ 
industry. -2. AUS a building where people go 
to buy and drink alcohol, 

hotelier [US ,outl'jei, GB hou'telia] « a person 
who owns or runs a hotel, 

hot flash US, hot flush GB n a sudden feeling 
of hotness in the skin, often experienced by 
middle-aged women around the time when 
their periods stop. 

hotfoot f'hDtfut] adv [go, run, arrive] as quickly 
as possible (informal use) □ / ran hotfoot to the 
nearest phone. 

hotheaded [,hDt'hedad] adj [person] who does 
things too quickly, without first considering 
the consequences □ a hotheaded young boy. 

hothouse ['hDthaus, pi -hauziz] n a building 
with a glass roof and walls where the air is 
kept at a high temperature so that special 
plants can grow in it □ a hothouse plant. 

hot line n -1. politics a direct telephone line 
between the heads of government of two 
countries that is used in emergencies. -2. a 
special telephone number that people can 
call for information or help on a particular 
subject, problem etc at any time □ an infor¬ 
mation hot line □ an AIDS hot line. 

hotly ['hmli] adv -1. [debate, deny] in an angry 
and determined way □ It was a hotly-contested 
point. □ The accusation was hotly denied by 
Clancy. -2. hotly pursued by sb chased by sb 
close behind □ They drove off, hotly pursued by 
five patrol cars. 

hotplate ['hDtpleit] « -1. a small device used 
for cooking food on that has only one or 
two burners. -2. GB a round, flat, metal sur¬ 
face on top of an electric stove on which 
food can be cooked in a pan. 

hotpot [’hotpot] « GB a dish that consists of 
pieces of meat or vegetables in a sauce that 
are covered with thin pieces of potato and 
cooked slowly in a pot □ Lancashire hotpot. 

hot potato n a difficult problem that nobody 
wants to deal with (informal use) □ a political 
hot potato. 

hot rod « auto a car that has an engine 
which has been changed to make it much 
more powerful and that is used in races, 

hot seat n to be in the hot seat to be in a po¬ 
sition of responsibility that involves dealing 
with difficult problems, questions etc (infor¬ 
mal use). 

hot spot n (informal use) -1. an exciting place 
such as a nightclub □ She knows all the hot 
spots in Paris. -2. an area where political 
problems are likely to develop □ the hot spots 
of Eastern Europe. 

hot-tempered adj [person] who gets angry 
easily □ his hot-tempered Italian cousin. 

hot water n to be in/get into hot water to be 
in/get into trouble (informal use) □ Graham's 
got himself into hot water again! 

hot-water bottle n a rubber container that is 
filled with hot water and used to warm a 
bed or a part of one’s body, 

hot-wire vt to start <a car> by making two 
electrical wires touch each other in the de¬ 
vice that starts the engine (informal use), 

hound [haond] o n a kind of dog used for 
hunting or racing, o vt -1. to deliberately 
annoy or worry <sb> by constantly follow¬ 
ing them, criticizing them, or asking ques¬ 
tions that they do not want to answer □ The 
Royal Family are constantly hounded by the press. 
-2. to hound sb out of a place/job to force sb 
to leave a place/job □ They were hounded out 
of the neighborhood. □ / will not be hounded out 
of office. 

houndstooth check ['haondztu:0-] n a pattern 
of jagged checks, especially on cloth, 

hour ['aoar] n -1. a period of time that lasts for 
sixty minutes □ Stockholm's only an hour away 
by plane. □ It took us two hours to get here. □ / 
work a 40-hour week. ■ half an hour thirty 
minutes □ We'll be there in about half an hour, m 
at 70 miles per or an hour at a speed which 
makes it possible to travel seventy miles in 
one hour □ He drove at 120 km an hour. -2. a 
particular time of day or night □ What are you 
doing here at this hour? □ She woke us up at 
some unearthly hour of the morning. ■ on the 

hour at exactly two o’clock/three o’clock etc 
□ The bus leaves every hour, on the hour. ■ in 
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the wee or small hours in the early hours of 
the morning, between midnight and dawn □ 
We didn't get back till the small hours of the 
morning. -3. a period of time for doing a par¬ 
ticular thing □ a lunch hour. -A. sb's hour of 
glory/need a time when sb is very success¬ 
ful/needs help badly (literary use) □ Where 
were you in my hour of need? 

♦ hours npl -1. the period of time when a 
particular activity happens □ We can't sell al¬ 
cohol after hours. □ during visiting hours □ He 
works long hours. -2. to keep late hours to go 
to bed late regularly. ■ to keep regular/ 
irregular hours to go to bed at the same/a 
different time each night. 

hourly ['ausrh] o adj -1. [inspection, service] 
that happens every hour □ an hourly news 
broadcast □ at hourly intervals. -2. [earnings, 
wages] that somebody earns for every hour 
they work □ an hourly pay of $20. o adv 
-1. [check, inspect, report] every hour □ The 
President gets updated hourly. -2. to pay sb 
hourly to pay sb for every hour they work □ 
I get paid hourly. -3. [change, remember] all the 
time □ The situation is changing hourly. 

house [« & adj haus, pi 'hauziz, vh hauz] o « 
-1. a building in which people live □ a red¬ 
brick/stone house. ■ to put or set one's house 

in order to solve one’s problems and make 
one's affairs more organized □ But first, 
Greece must set its own economic house in or¬ 
der. -2. the people who live in a house □ The 
whole house was asleep. -3. a royal or noble 
family □ the House of Windsor. -4. business a 
company involved in a particular business □ 
a publishing/fashion house. ■ to be on the house 

[drinks, food] to be given free to a customer 
by a hotel or bar □ Drinks are on the houseI 
-5. politics a group of people who make the 
laws in a country □ She now sits in the upper 
house. -6. GB the people at a debate □ This 
house believes in democracy. -7. [in a cinema, 

theater] the audience at a particular perfor¬ 
mance □ The show's been playing to packed 
houses, o We've been playing to a full house 
every night. ■ to bring the house down [play, 

joke] to make people laugh and clap their 
hands a lot (informal use). -8. education one 
of the groups that a school is divided into 
and that competes with the other groups, 
especially in sports. -9. = house music, 

o vf [person, family] to give <sb> a place to 
live; [offices, library] to contain <sthg> □ The 
refugees are being housed in special camps. □ 
This building will house the new art collection, 

o adj -1. [magazine, style] that belongs to a 
particular company. -2. the house wine the 
cheapest red or white wine sold in a restau¬ 
rant □ A bottle of house white, please. 

house arrest n to be under house arrest to be 
made to stay at home as a form of punish¬ 
ment, rather than being held in prison. 

houseboat [’hausbout] n a boat which stays in 
one place and is used as a house. 

housebound [‘hausbaund] adj to be house¬ 
bound to be unable to leave one’s house be¬ 
cause one is too ill or old. 

housebreaking ['haosbreikirfi « the crime of 
going into somebody else’s house to steal 
things. 

housebroken ['hausbroukan] adj US to be 
housebroken [dog, cat] to have been trained 
only to empty its bowels or bladder out¬ 
doors or in a special tray, 

housecoat ['hauskout] n a long loose item of 
clothing like a dressing-gown that is worn 
by women when they are at home, 

household ['haushould] o n the people who 
live together in a house □ You'll wake the 
whole household I o adj -1. a household chore/ 
product etc a chore/product etc that is con¬ 
nected with looking after a house. -2. a 
household name/word a name/word that is 
very well known □ The group became a house¬ 
hold name in the 80s. 

householder ['haushouldar] n GB the person 
who owns or lives in a house, 

househunting ['haushAntir)] « the process of 
looking for a house to buy or rent □ We've 
been househunting all week. 

house husband « a married man who stays 
at home during the day, doing the cleaning, 
cooking etc, and taking care of his children, 

housekeeper ['hauski:par] ti a person whose 
job is to take care of a house by doing the 
cleaning, cooking etc for the person or peo¬ 
ple that live there. 

housekeeping [‘hauskiipig] « -1. the job or ac¬ 
tivity of taking care of a house by doing the 
cleaning, cooking etc □ My husband does all 
the housekeeping. -2. housekeeping (money) 
the money for buying food and things need¬ 
ed to clean and manage a house, 

houseman [’hausman] (pi housemen [-man]) n 

GB medicine a man or woman who has re¬ 
cently become a doctor and is working and 
often living in a hospital to get experience, 

house martin n a small black and white bird 
with a forked tail that makes its nest on 
part of a building. 

house music n a kind of dance music with a 
regular beat, sounds made by electronic ma¬ 
chines, and words which are often spoken 
rather than sung. 

House of Commons n the House of Commons 
in Britain and Canada, the second and more 
powerful part of the parliament, made up of 
members chosen by the people of the coun¬ 
try. 

W HOUSE OF COMMONS 
The House of Commons in London is made 
up of 650 Members of Parliament (MPs), 
who are elected for a five-year term. The 
government consists of MPs belonging to 
the party that won a majority of seats at the 
last election. The Speaker, who controls de¬ 
bates, sits at one end of the debating cham¬ 
ber. Members of the government sit along 
the side to the right of the Speaker; the Op¬ 
position sit along the side to the left. 

House of Lords n the House of Lords the part 
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of the British Parliament that is made up of 
members of noble families or people with ti¬ 
tles of honor. 

W HOUSE OF LORDS 

The House of Lords in London has over one 
thousand members, none of whom are 
elected. Most of them are people who in¬ 
herited their noble tides, and the rest are 
life peers, who have a special tide for life 
only, or bishops of the Church of England. 
The House of Lords is less powerful than 
the House of Commons, but it has the pow¬ 
er to change some bills that have been 
passed in the House of Commons. It is also 
the highest court of appeal in the UK (apart 
from Scodand, which has its own legal sys¬ 
tem). 

House of Representatives n the House of 
Representatives in the USA and Australia, 
the lower, more powerful one of the two 
houses that make the country’s laws. 

W HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
In the USA there are 435 members of the 
House of Representatives, called Representa¬ 
tives or Congressmen (and Congresswom¬ 
en). They are elected for two years by the 
people of each US state. The number of 
members per state is based on the size of 
the state’s population. In Australia there are 
148 members, called Members of Parliament 
(MPs), each representing a local area. They 
are elected for three years by the people of 
that area. 

houseplant [US 'hausplaent, GB -plaint] n a plant 
that can be grown in a container indoors. 

house-proud adj GB [person] who likes their 
house to be very clean and tidy. 

Houses of Parliament npl the Houses of Par¬ 
liament the British House of Commons and 
the House of Lords considered together; the 
building in which these are located. 

house-to-house adj a house-to-house search a 
search that involves visiting every house in 
an area one after the other □ Police are mak¬ 
ing house-to-house inquiries in the area. 

house-train vt to teach <a pet cat, dog> etc 
to go outside or use a special tray to empty 
its bowels or bladder □ is your dog house- 
trained? 

housewarming (party) ['hauswo:rmig-]« a party 
given by people who have recently moved to a 
new house □ Rachel's having a housewarming 
tonight. 

housewife ['hauswaif] (yl housewives) n a mar¬ 
ried woman who stays at home during the 
day, doing the cleaning, cooking etc, and tak¬ 
ing care of her children a I'm a full-time housewife 
and mother. 

housework [’haosw3:rk] « the task or activity 
of cleaning a house □ They never seem to do 
any housework. 

housing ['hauzirfi « -1. places for people to 

live in □ a housing policy/shortage. -2. a part 
that contains or covers part of a machine. 

housing association tt GB an organization 
that builds or improves houses and rents 
them at fair prices or helps people to buy 
them. 

housing benefit n GB the money a person 
can get from the government to help them 
pay for a place to live in. 

housing development n a large number of 
houses or apartments planned and built 
close together at the same time. 

housing estate n GB = housing development. 

housing project US n an area of housing, of¬ 
ten with its own stores and playgrounds, 
that is owned by the government and rent¬ 
ed to families with low incomes. 

Houston ['hjuistan] a city in Texas, USA. It is 
a major port and a center for the oil indus¬ 
try, and the headquarters of NASA, popula¬ 
tion: 1,630,553. 

HOV (abbr of high occupancy vehicle) n an HOV 
lane a lane on a highway that is reserved for 
cars that are carrying more than one person 
in them. 

hovel [US 'hAvl, GB 'hDvl] « a place for living in 
that is small, dirty, or in bad condition. 

hover [US 'hAvar, GB 'hDva] vi -1. [bird, helicop¬ 
ter] to stay in one place in the air □ seagulls 
hovering over the fishing boats. -2. [person, ani¬ 
mal] to stay near somebody or something in 
an uncertain or annoying way □ Nervous se¬ 
curity guards were hovering in the background. 
-3. [person, country, organization] to be in a 
particular state or situation that is uncertain 
□ They're hovering on the brink of disaster. 

hovercraft [US 'hAvarkraeft, GB [hnvakra:ft] (jrl 
hovercraft or hovercrafts) n a large vehicle 
that moves across land or water on a layer 
of air and carries people and cars. 

hoverport [US ‘hAvarpoirt, GB 'hovapoit] tt a 
port for hovercraft. 

how [hau] adv -1. used in questions that ask 
for information about the way something is 
done or the way it happens □ How is he go¬ 
ing to get here? □ "How did you manage to do 
it?" — "Jean helped me." -2. used in ques¬ 
tions that ask about the state of somebody’s 
health, job etc at that moment □ How's 
work/the new house? □ "How are you?" — "Not 
too bad, thanks." -3. how tall/old/heavy is it? 

what is its height/age/weight? (used with 
adjectives and adverbs to ask about 
amounts) □ How often do you see him? □ How 
long did you have to wait? -4. used in exclama¬ 
tions to show how strongly one feels some¬ 
thing to be true □ How I hate ironing! □ How 
pretty you look! ■ how can or could...? used 
when one is surprised or finds something 
difficult to believe □ How could you forget my 
birthday? 

♦ how about adv how about a drink? shall we 
have a drink? (used to make suggestions) □ 
How about going away for the weekend? 

♦ how many det how many people/times...? 

what number of people/times...? (used with 
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plural nouns) □ How many people were at the 
party? □ How many times have you been there? 

♦ how much o pron how much does it cost/ 
weigh? what is the amount that it costs/ 
weighs? o det used with singular nouns □ 
How much bread do we have left? o conj used 
to describe the way in which something 
happens or is done □ She's learning how to 
read. □ / need more information on how it works. 

howdy ['haudi] exc.1 US hello (informal use), 

however [hau'ev3r] adv -1. the previous state¬ 
ment is not totally true, because... □ 1995 
has been a difficult one for the company. Profits, 
however, are up compared to 1994. -2. however 
good/bad the weather it does not matter 
how good/bad the weather is, it will make 
no difference (used with adjectives and ad¬ 
verbs) □ We'll never manage it, however hard 
we try. □ All contributions, however small, will be 
welcome. -3. used in questions to show sur¬ 
prise □ However did you find out I was here? 

howl [haul] o n [of pain, anger, grief] a long 
loud cry that expresses a strong feeling □ 
howls of laughter, o vi -1. [dog, wolf, jackal] to 
make a long loud cry. -2. [person] to make a 
long loud sound to show one is in pain, an¬ 
gry, or very unhappy □ Stop howling and tell 
me what's wrong, m to howl with laughter to 
laugh in a loud uncontrolled way. -3. [wind] 

to blow strongly with a long loud noise, 

howler ['haubr] n a silly mistake, especially in 
what somebody says or writes (informal use) 
□ This is fine apart from a couple of howlers. 

howling ['haulir)] adj a howling success a very 
great success (informal use), 

hp n abbr of horsepower. 

HP n GB abbr of hire purchase □ They bought 
their car on HP. 

HQ n abbr of headquarters. 

hr abbr of hour. 

HRH abbr of Her (His) Royal Highness, 

hrs abbr of hours. 

HRT n abbr of hormone replacement therapy. 

HS US abbr of high school. 

HSE {abbr of Heath and Safety Executive) n the 
HSE in Britain, a government organization 
that controls health and safety at work. 

HST {abbr of Hawaiian Standard Time) n the 
local standard time in Hawaii, 

ht abbr of height. 

HT abbr of high-tension. 

HTML {abbr of HyperText Markup Language) n 
computing the computing code used to write 
documents for the World Wide Web. 

hub [hAb] « -1. [of a wheel] the central part of 
a wheel □ a wheel hub. -2. [of a network, coun¬ 

try] the part of a place, organization that is 
most important or has most activity □ the 
hub of the empire/community □ Kingstown is the 
commercial/social hub of the island. 

hub airport n a major airport that has many 
planes passing through it. 

hubbub ['hAbAb] n a loud noise made by a lot 
of people talking at the same time. 

hubcap ['hAbkaep] n a round metal plate that 
covers the hub of a car wheel. 

HUD [hAd] (abbr of Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) n the US government 
department responsible for housing and city 
planning. 

huddle ['hAdl] o vi -1. [person] to lie, sit etc 
somewhere with one’s arms and legs close 
to one's chest, especially when one is cold 
or frightened □ She huddled under the blanket. 
-2. [people] to move or stay close to each 
other □ We huddled together for warmth. □ They 
huddled around the fire, o n a group of houses, 
trees, people etc that are all close together □ 
Everyone was standing in a huddle in the corner. 

Hudson Bay [,hAdsn-] a large bay in north¬ 
eastern Canada, on the Atlantic Ocean. 

Hudson River: the Hudson River a river in 
New York State, USA, that flows into the 
Atlantic Ocean at New York City, 

hue [hju;] n a shade of a color (literary or tech¬ 

nical use) □ green of a brilliant hue. 

huff [hAf] o n to be in a huff to be in a bad 
temper (informal use) □ He went off in a huff, 
o vi to huff and puff to show that one is an¬ 
noyed about something □ After much huffing 
and puffing, he finally agreed. 

huffy [’hAfi] (compar huffier, super! huffiest) adj 
(informal use) -1. in a bad temper □ What's put 
you in such a huffy mood? -2. easily offended □ 
She tends to be rather huffy. 

hug [hAg] {pt & pp hugged, cont hugging) o n 
the act of putting one’s arms tighdy around 
someone as a sign of affection □ He gave me 
a big hug. o vt -1. [mother, boyfriend, friend] to 
give <sb> a hug □ They hugged and kissed 
each other. -2. [bag, cushion] to hold <sthg> 
close to one’s chest with one’s arms □ / 
hugged the package to myself all the way home. 
-3. [coast, ground] to stay close to <sthg> 
while moving □ Try not to hug the curb so 
tightly. 

huge [hju:d3] adj -1. [house, appetite, success] 

that is very large in size □ They live in one of 
those huge apartment blocks downtown. -2. 
[subject, problem, task] that is very large in ex¬ 
tent □ It's a huge responsibility to take on. 
-3. [profit, amount] that is very large in vol¬ 
ume □ huge numbers of refugees. 

Hughes [hju:z], Howard (1905-1976) a US 
businessman and movie producer. He lived 
completely away from society during the 
last years of his life. 

Hughes, Langston (1902-1967) a black US 
poet and writer. His best-known work is 
The Panther and the Lash. 

Hugo [’hjuigou], Victor (1802-1885) a French 
writer, and the leader of the Romantic 
movement in France. His work includes Les 
Miserables and The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 

huh [Iia] excl -1. a word used to change a 
statement into a question □ You must be tired, 
huh? -2. a word that expresses surprise or 
confusion □ "I'm getting married." — "Huh?" 
-3. a word used to show disapproval □ "She 
calls herself a feminist." — "Huh!" -4. a word 
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used to ask somebody to repeat something 
(informal use) □ "I'm going out. " — "Huh?" 

hulk [hAlk] n -1. shipping an old ship that is at 
sea but is no longer used □ a rotting hulk. 
-2. a large awkward person, 

hulking [’hAlkirj] adj large, heavy, and awk¬ 
ward □ He's a hulking brute of a man. 

hull [hAl] n sailing the main part of a ship, 

hullabaloo [.hAbbs'lu:] n a loud noise made 
by people who are shouting or protesting 
(informal use) □ What's all the hullabaloo about? 

hullo [ha'loo] excl = hello. 

hum [hAm] {pt & p>p hummed, cont humming) 
o vi -1. [bee, machine, engine] to make a low 
continuous noise □ / could hear the bees hum¬ 
ming. -2. [person] to sing with one’s mouth 
closed □ Kevin was quietly humming to himself. 
-3. [office, party, room] to be busy □ The kitch¬ 
en was humming with activity. -4. to hum and 
haw to hesitate in an annoying way □ He 
hummed and hawed for about half an hour before 
deciding, o vt to sing <a tune> with one’s 
mouth closed □ She was humming an Irish bal¬ 
lad. o n [of a bee, conversation, engine] a low 
continuous noise □ the distant hum of traffic. 

human ['hjuiman] o adj -1. [voice, life, expres¬ 

sion] that is connected with human beings □ 
That place isn't fit for human habitation. -2. 
[weakness, failing] that shows characteristics 
which are typical of ordinary people □ He's 
only human. On a human (being) a man, 
woman, or child, rather than an animal □ 
What differentiates human beings from animals? 

humane [hjui'mein] adj [treatment] that is kind 
and not cruel □ killed by humane methods. 

humanely [hjui'meinli] adv [treat, kill] see hu¬ 
mane. 

human error « a mistake or mistakes caused 
by a person or people, not by a machine □ 
They put the accident down to human error. 

humanist ['hjuimanast] n a person who be¬ 
lieves in a system based on the needs of 
people rather than on religious ideas, 

humanitarian [hjupmaem'tearian] o adj [ap¬ 
proach, policy, organization] that aims to im¬ 
prove the lives of other people rather than 
make a profit □ The UN mission is to deliver hu¬ 
manitarian aid to refugees, o n a person who 
works to improve the lives of other people, 

humanity [hjui'manati] « -1. kind and sympa¬ 
thetic behavior □ Can't you show a little human¬ 
ity for once? -2. a collective term for human 
beings □ crimes against humanity. 

♦ humanities np>l the humanities subjects of 
study that are concerned with literature, his¬ 
tory etc rather than science, 

humanly [’hjuimanli] adv it's not humanly pos¬ 

sible it’s not something that a human being 
can do □ We've done everything humanly pos¬ 
sible to find her. 

human nature n the way humans usually 
think and behave □ It's human nature to be lazy. 

human race n the human race the species 
that people belong to. 

human resources « the department in a 

company that deals with its employees □ 
Mrs Olrod is in charge of human resources. 

human rights npl the basic things in life that 
a person should be able to expect from the 
state or society □ Violations of human rights 
have been reported. □ human-rights abuses □ a 
human-rights activist. 

human shield n people, often of the same 
nationality as the enemy in a war, who are 
forced to stay in a place where they would 
be hurt or killed if the place were attacked, 

humble ['hAmbl] o adj -1. [position, job, origins] 
low in status □ He rose from a humble back¬ 
ground to become the nation's President. -2. 
[person] who has a modest opinion of them¬ 
selves; [opinion, apology, request] that shows 
that one feels humble □ In my humble opinion 
the chairman should resign, o vt to make <sb> 
feel unimportant or worthless. ■ to humble 

oneself to behave in a way which shows 
that one accepts that another person is 
superior (formal use). 

humbly ['hAmbli] adv -1. [speak, beg, apologize] 
see humble □ "Sorry," she said humbly. -2. [live, 
dine] without spending much money, 

humbug ['hAmbAg] « -1. nonsense (old- 
fashioned use). -2. GB a hard boiled candy, 

humdrum ['hAmdrAm] adj [life, existence, job] 
that is ordinary, changes very little, and is 
not interesting or exciting. 

Hume [hju:m], David (1711-1776) a British 
philosopher and historian, 

humid [’hjuimad] adj [climate, weather, air] that 
is warm and wet, often in an unpleasant 
way □ It's very humid today. 

humidity [hjui'midati] n the amount of water 
in the air □ Humidity will be high tomorrow. 

humiliate [hjui'milieit] vt to publicly say or do 
something to make <sb> feel that they are 
worthless and no longer respected □ They 
tried to humiliate me in front of all those people. 

humiliating [hjui'milieitirj] adj [experience, de¬ 
feat] that is embarrassing and makes one feel 
worthless and no longer respected □ It was 
humiliating to be told off like that. 

humiliation [hjui.mili'eij'n] n the feeling of 
embarrassment and upset that one feels 
when one is humiliated; a humiliating ex¬ 
perience □ The team suffered humiliation at the 
hands of their opponents. □ It was one humilia¬ 
tion after another. 

humility [hjui'milsti] n [of a person] see humble, 

hummingbird ['hAmigb3:rd] n a small tropical 
bird with a long pointed beak that makes a 
low continuous noise by beating its wings 

very fast. 
hummus ['homos] n a food that is made from 

crushed chick peas, olive oil, and garlic and 
is spread on bread. 

humor us, humour gb ['hjuimsl o « -1. (a 
sense of) humor the ability to find things 
amusing □ She has a great sense of humor. 
-2. [of a situation, comment] the quality of be¬ 
ing funny □ He didn't really appreciate the hu¬ 
mor of the situation, o vt to keep <sb> happy 
by appearing to agree with what they say or 
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want, even if it is wrong or silly □ Just hu¬ 
mor me this once. 

humorist ['hjuimarast] n a person who writes 
stories, cartoons etc that make people laugh, 

humorous ['hjumnaras] adj [person, comment, 

play] that makes one laugh □ The book takes a 
humorous look at the American way of life. 

humour n & vt GB = humor, 

hump [hAmp] o n -1. [of earth, sand] a small, 
round, raised area of ground that is higher 
than the surrounding area □ There's a slight 
hump in the road. -2. [on somebody's back] a 
lump on the back of a person, or of some 
animals, e.g. a camel, o vt GB [boxes, luggage] 

to carry or move <sthg heavy> in a particu¬ 
lar direction (informal use) □ / hate having to 
hump my bags from one place to another. 

humpbacked bridge [,hAmpbaekt-] n gb a kind 
of small bridge which is much higher in the 
middle than at the ends. 

Humpty Dumpty [,hAmpti'dAmpti] a character 
in a nursery rhyme, shaped like an egg, who 
falls off a wall and cannot be mended, 

humus ['hjuimas] n the top layer of soil that 
consists of rotting leaves, plants etc. 

hunch [hAntf] on an idea that one believes is 
correct because of a feeling one has and not 
because of something one knows (informal 
use) □ I've got a hunch (that) it will work, o vt to 
move cone’s shoulders or back> into a 
round shape □ Don't hunch your shoulders like 
that, o vi: It's bad to hunch when you read. 

hunchback ['hAntfbaek] w a person whose back 
has a hump between the shoulders, 

hunched [hAntji] adj [person] who has moved 
their back into a rounded position □ She sat 
hunched over a book. 

hundred ['hAndrad] num the number 100 □ 
There were at least a hundred people at the 
meeting. □ Water boils at one hundred degrees 
centigrade. □ several hundred people. 

♦ hundreds prott used to refer to very many 
people or things □ There were hundreds of 
people waiting for her to arrive. □ Letters were 
arriving in the hundreds. 

hundredth ['hAndradG] num 100th, number 
100 in a series. 

hundredweight ['hAndradweit] n a unit (US 
100 pounds, GB 112 pounds) for measuring 
weight. 

Hundred Years' War n the Hundred Years' 
War a series of wars (1337-1453) between 
England and France. 

hung [hAr)] o past tense dJ past participle of 
hang, o adj [parliament, jury] that has no ab¬ 
solute majority. 

Hungarian [hAg'gearian] « & adj-. see Hungary. 

Hungary ['hAggari] a country in central 
Europe, between Austria and Romania. It 
was a Communist state from 1949 to 1990. 
size: 93,000 sq kms. population: 10,300,000 
(Hungarians). capital: Budapest, language: 
Hungarian, currency: forint. 

hunger ['hArjgal n -1. [for food] the feeling that 
one has when one needs to eat □ a feeling of 

hunger. -2. a lack of food that causes illness 
or death □ Thousands of refugees are dying of 
hunger. -3. [for success, revenge] a strong de¬ 
sire for something (literary use). 

♦ hunger after, hunger for vt fus to hunger 
after or for sthg [after success, revenge] to 
have a strong desire for sthg (literary use). 

hunger strike n a form of protest in which 
somebody refuses to eat for a long time □ 
Several men have gone on hunger strike over 
conditions in the prison. 

hung over adj to be hung over to have a 
headache, feel sick etc as a result of drinking 
too much alcohol the night before (informal 
use) □ / felt very hung over this morning. 

hungry [ h.\r)gri] (compar hungrier, superl hun¬ 
griest) adj -1. [person, animal] that feels a 
need to eat o / always feel hungry by 7 7 o'clock. 
□ I'm not very hungry at the moment. ■ to go 
hungry to continue to be hungry because 
one has not eaten any food. -2. to be hungry 
for sthg [for success, revenge] to have a strong 
desire for sthg (literary use). 

hung up adj to be hung up to have a fixed 
idea about something that one cannot 
change and that stops one from behaving 
normally (informal use) □ She's always been 
hung up about the way she looks. 

hunk [hAgk] « -1. [of bread, cheese] a large 
piece of a particular food o a hunk of meat. 
-2. a muscular and good-looking man (infor¬ 
mal use) □ What a hunk! 

hunky-dory [.hAijki'doin] adj to be hunky-dory 
to be satisfactory and without problems (in¬ 
formal use) □ Everything's just hunky-dory. 

hunt [hAnt] o vt -1. [lion, whale] to chase and 
kill <an animal> for food or sport □ Tigers 
are being hunted to extinction. -2. [killer, murder¬ 
er] to try to find and capture <a criminal> □ 
The gang is being hunted by the FBI. o vi 
-1. [animal, hunter] to hunt animals □ They're 
out hunting for rabbits. □ The owl hunts mainly at 
night. -2. [person] to search carefully in order 
to find something □ I've been hunting high and 
low for my pen. o tt -1. [for animals] an act of 
hunting animals □ a fox hunt. -2. [for a person, 
object, place] a search for something or some¬ 
body □ Police have begun the hunt for the mur¬ 
derer. 

♦ hunt down vt sep to hunt sb/sthg down to 
find sb/sthg after looking very carefully □ / 
finally hunted him down in the bar. 

hunter ['liAnt3r] n -1. a person who chases 
and kills animals for food or sport □ a lion- 
hunter. -2. a person who spends time trying 
to find a particular thing □ an autograph hunt¬ 
er □ a bargain hunter. 

hunting ['hAntirj] n -1. the activity of chasing 
and killing animals for food or sport □ He 
goes hunting every weekend. □ a hunting knife. 
-2. the activity of spending time trying to 
find something □ bargain-hunting. -3. GB = 
foxhunting. 

huntsman ['hAntsman] (pi huntsmen [-man]) n a 
hunter. 

hurdle ['h3:rdl] o « -l. sport a type of fence 
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for jumping over in a race. -2. something 
that makes things difficult for somebody □ If 
we can get over this hurdle, the rest is easy, o vt 
[fence, gate] to jump over <sthg>. 

♦ hurdles ttpl a type of race in which runners 
or horses jump over a series of hurdles that 
are placed on the track □ the 400 m hurdles. 

hurl [h3:rl] vt -1. [book, brick, stick] to throw 
<sthg> violendy in a particular direction □ 
She hurled the book at me in a rage. -2. to hurl 
sthg at sb [abuse, threats] to shout sthg at sb 
□ The protesters hurled insults at the police. 

Huron [’hosran]: Lake Huron one of the Great 
Lakes between Canada and the USA. 

hurrah [hu'ra:] excl = hurray (old-fashioned use). 

hurray [hu'rei] excl a word used to show 
pleasure or approval □ "Hurray!" she ex¬ 
claimed, "We've wonI" 

hurricane [US 'hairakein, GB 'hArikan] n a storm 
with a very strong wind that can cause a lot 
of damage □ a hurricane wind. 

hurried [US 'h3:rid, GB hAr-] adj [departure, deci¬ 
sion, attempt] that is done quickly and with¬ 
out much care □ After a rather hurried meal we 
rushed home. 

hurriedly [us 'h3:ridli, gb hAr-] adv [say, leave, 
eat] see hurried □ "It's not that I don't like her," 
she added hurriedly. 

hurry [US 'h3:ri, GB ‘hAri] {ft & ff hurried) o vi 
to move quickly or do something quickly □ 
If you hurry you'll catch the bus. □ Everyone hur¬ 
ried to help. □ Hurry! Sale on while stocks last! 
o vt [person] to make <sb> move or act 
quickly; [process, decision] to make <sthg> 
happen quickly □ I'm sorry to hurry you, but it's 
getting late. □ She was hurried into making the 
decision. □ They hurried him into a waiting car. 
o ti pressure to do something quickly □ 
There's no hurry to get the work finished. ■ to be 
in a hurry to have to do something or go 
somewhere quickly □ I'm in a real hurry. ■ to 
do sthg in a hurry to do sthg quickly and 
perhaps carelessly □ They left in a hurry. □ You 
could tell it had been written/built in a hurry. ■ to 
be in no hurry to do sthg to be unwilling to 
do sthg □ My tenants are in no hurry to move 
out. 

♦ hurry off vi to leave quickly □ They hurried 
off down the hill. 

♦ hurry up o vi to do something or move 
more quickly than before □ Tell him to hurry 
up. □ Hurry up! We're late! o vt sef to hurry sb 
up to make sb hurry up □ I'm always having to 
hurry the children up in the mornings. 

hurt [h3:rt] (ft & ff hurt) o vt -1. [person, arm, 

leg] to cause physical pain or damage to 
<sb/sthg> □ Did you hurt yourself badly? -2. to 

be or get hurt to be injured in an accident □ 
Ten people were hurt in the crash. □ Someone's 
going to get hurt if you're not careful. -3. [person] 

to make <sb> suffer emotionally □ Of course 
it hurts me to admit the truth. ■ to hurt sb's feel¬ 

ings to say or do something that hurts sb 
emotionally □ / don't want to hurt anybody s 
feelings. -4. it won't/wouldn't hurt to... a 
phrase used to suggest that somebody does 
something that they have not done before 

or do not usually do o It wouldn't hurt you to 
get up early for once. □ It won't hurt just to talk 
to her, will it? 

o vi -1. [leg, arm, foot] to be painful; [shoes, 
punch] to make somebody suffer physical 
pain □ My shoulder is hurting a lot. □ Ouch! That 
hurts! □ It hurts to move my arm/when I move 
my arm. -2. [insult, love] to make somebody 
suffer emotionally □ Divorce always hurts. □ It 
really hurts to be called a liar. -3. to cause prob¬ 
lems for somebody □ It wouldn't hurt to have 
one more drink. 

o adj -1. to be hurt [person, arm, leg] to be in¬ 
jured □ He's seriously hurt. -2. to be hurt [per¬ 
son] to be suffering emotional pain □ / felt 
very hurt when she refused to speak to me. □ 
There was a hurt expression on his face, 
o n emotional pain □ The hurt will last a long 
time. 

hurtful [’h3:rtfl] adj [remark, action] that can 
cause emotional pain □ That was a very hurtful 
thing to say. 

hurtle ['h3:rtl] vi [stone, car, person] to be 
thrown or to fall at great speed in a particu¬ 
lar direction □ Their sled overturned and they 
came hurtling down the hill. 

husband ['hAzband] « the man that a woman 
is married to □ Have you met my husband? 

husbandry ['hAzbandri] n farming (formal use). 

hush [hAj] o n quietness □ A hush fell on the 
room, o excl a word used to tell somebody 
to be quiet □ Hush! The baby's sleepingl 

♦ hush up vt sef -1. to hush sthg up [affair, 
news, rumor] to keep sthg secret so that the 
public does not know about it □ News of the 
disaster was quickly hushed up by the govern¬ 
ment. -2. to hush sb up to stop sb talking 
loudly □ Will somebody hush that guy up before 
I hit him? 

hushed [hAjt] adj [person, crowd] that is not 
talking or making a noise; [voice, conversation] 
that is very quiet. 

hush money « money paid to somebody in 
return for not revealing facts that one does 
not want other people to know (informal 
use). 

husk [hAsk] n the dry outside part of a seed or 
grain. 

husky ['hAski] (compar huskier, superl huskiest, 
pi huskies) o adj [voice] that sounds quiet 
and rough in an attractive way □ a deep 
husky voice, o « a breed of dog found in the 
Arctic and used to pull sleds. 

hustings [’hAstigz] npl GB the activity of trying 
to influence people’s opinions before an 
election. 

hustle ['hAsl] o vt -1. to force <sb> to move 
quickly in a particular direction □ The police 
hustled the man into a doorway. -2. US to hustle 
sb into doing sthg to persuade sb to do sthg 
they do not really want to do. o « hustle 
and bustle a lot of busy movement and ac¬ 
tivity involving people and traffic □ the hustle 
and bustle of modern life. 

hut [hAt] n a simple house or shelter made of 
wood, mud etc □ a mud hut □ a mountain hut. 
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hutch [hAt/] « a wooden cage in which pet 
rabbits are kept □ a rabbit hutch. 

hyacinth ['haissinG] n a plant that grows from 
a bulb and has small white, blue, or pink 
flowers that grow in a cone shape and have 
a pleasant smell. 

hybrid ['haibrsd] o adj -1. [plant, animal] that is 
a hybrid □ a hybrid rose. -2. [system, form] that 
is mixed, o « -1. a plant or animal that is 
the result of breeding between different spe¬ 
cies or breeds □ A mule is a hybrid of a donkey 
and a horse. -2. a mixture □ Her new novel is a 
hybrid of detective story and romance. 

hydrangea [hai'dreind33] n a garden bush that 
has large bunches of white, pink, or blue 
flowers with round flat petals, 

hydrant ['haidrant] « = fire hydrant, 

hydraulic [hai'droilik] adj [pump, brake] that 
works by the pressure of a liquid in a pipe. 

♦ hydraulics n the science that studies how 
liquids flow. 

hydrocarbon bhaidrs'kadban] n an organic 
compound of hydrogen and carbon, 

hydrochloric acid [.haidrskloirik-] n an acid 
that contains hydrogen chloride. FORMULA: 
HC1. 

hydroelectric [.haidroui'lektrik] adj [dam, power 

station] that uses hydroelectricity □ hydroelec¬ 
tric power. 

hydroelectricity [.haidrouilek'trissti] n electric¬ 
ity produced by the pressure of falling wa¬ 
ter. 

hydrofoil ['haidrafoil] n a kind of boat that can 
go very fast by raising itself above the wa¬ 
ter. 

hydrogen ['haidrad33n] n a colorless gas that 
bums very easily and is the lightest element. 
SYMBOL: H. 

hydrogen bomb n a type of bomb that pro¬ 
duces an explosion caused by nuclear fusion, 

hydrophobia [.haidrs'foubjs] n = rabies (techni¬ 
cal use). 

hydroplane ['haidrsplein] on-1. a fast motor- 
boat with a flat bottom. -2. a type of hydro¬ 
foil. o vi US [car, truck] to slide out of control 
on a wet road surface. 

hyena [hai'iina] n an African animal like a dog 
that makes a noise that sounds like a laugh, 

hygiene ['haid3i:n] n the practice of keeping 
oneself and one’s surroundings clean to pre¬ 
vent disease □ Doctors stress the importance of 
personal hygiene. 

hygienic [us ,haid3i'enik, GB hai'd3i:mk] adj 
[container, practice] that keeps things clean 
and stops the spread of disease □ The sauce 
comes in a hygienic wipe-clean bottle. □ Condi¬ 
tions there are far from hygienic. 

hygienist [hai'dsiinsst] n a person whose job 
is to clean people’s teeth □ a dental hygienist. 

hymn [him] n a song sung to praise god in 
Christianity and other religions, 

hymn book n a book containing hymns for 
use in a Christian church, 

hype [haip] o n publicity that exaggerates the 
benefits or qualities of a product, movie, 

book etc □ Don't believe all the hype, o vt 
[product, movie, book] to try to make people 
buy <sthg> using hype □ the much-hyped 
Bond movie. 

hyped up [,haipd-] adj [person] who is in a 
state of extreme excitement, often in prepa¬ 
ration for something (informal use) □ I'm all 
hyped up at the moment. 

hyper ['haip3r] adj to be hyper to be too active 
or too excited (informal use) □ She gets pretty 
hyper when she's nervous. 

hyperactive [.haipsr'Eektiv] adj [person] who is 
often too excited and keeps moving about 
more than is normal □ a hyperactive child. 

hyperbole [hai'p3:rb3li] n a way of speaking or 
writing that is exaggerated in order to have 
a particular effect. 

hyperinflation [.haipann'fleijn] n economics 
extremely high inflation, 

hypermarket ['haip3rma:rk3t] n GB a very large 
supermarket. 

hypersensitive [,haip3r'sens3tiv] adj -1. [person] 
who is too sensitive to criticism □ She’s 
hypersensitive to criticism. -2. medicine [tooth, 
person] that is more sensitive to temperature, 
drugs etc than is normal, 

hypertension [,haip3r'tenfn] n very high blood 
pressure. 

hypertext ['haipatekst] n a system of linking 
information in a computer document by 
showing some words in a special form. 
When one selects these words, one is sent 
to another document where there is more 
information about the word □ Some words are 
written in hypertext. □ a hypertext document. 

hyperventilate [,haip3r'ventleit] vi to breathe 
too often or too deeply, so that one gets a 
headache and feels dizzy, 

hyphen [’haifn] n a punctuation mark (-) like a 
short line that is used to join two or more 
words together or to separate parts of a 
word split between two lines of text □ His 
surname is Mars-Jones, spelt with a hyphen. 

hyphenate ['haifsneit] vt to use a hyphen to 
join two parts of <a word> □ The word 
"high-level" is usually hyphenated. 

hypnosis [hip'nousss] n a state of relaxation in 
which a person seems to be sleeping but 
can hear what is being said, answer ques¬ 
tions etc □ He remembered his childhood under 
hypnosis. 

hypnotic [hip'nDtik] adj [trance, effect, stare] see 
hypnosis. 

hypnotism ['hipnstizm] n the technique of 
using hypnosis to influence a person’s be¬ 
havior □ She tried hypnotism to stop smoking. 

hypnotist ['hipnstast] n a person who can use 
hypnotism. 

hypnotize, -ise ['hipnstaiz] vt to put <sb> un¬ 
der the effects of hypnosis, 

hypoallergenic [,haipouael3r'd3emk] adj [mgke- 
up, earring] that is designed to reduce the risk 
of an allergic reaction. 

hypochondriac [.haips'krmdriaek] n a person 
who worries too much about their health, 
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and often thinks they are ill when they are 
not. 

hypocrisy [hi'pokrasi] n something somebody 
says or does that is different to what they 
really believe (disapproving use) □ The report 
criticized the hypocrisy and double standards 
prevalent in the council. 

hypocrite ['hipakrit] n a person who does or 
feels the opposite of what they say (disap¬ 
proving use) □ Don't be such a hypocrite! 

hypocritical [.hipa'kritikl] adj [person, attitude, 

words] see hypocrite □ It would be hypocritical of 
me to criticize others for bad timekeeping when 
I'm so often late myself. 

hypodermic [,haip3'd3:rmik] n -1. a hypodermic 
(needle) a hollow needle. -2. a hypodermic 
(syringe) a plastic tube with a hollow nee¬ 
dle, used for injecting drugs or taking blood, 

hypothermia [,haipou'03:rmi3] n a medical 
condition in which the body’s temperature 
falls dangerously low □ Old people are at risk 
from hypothermia in this severe weather. 

hypothesis [hai’poGasas] (pi hypotheses [-0asi:z]) 
n an idea, based on a few facts, that 
attempts to explain something but cannot 
yet be shown to be true □ I'd like to put for¬ 
ward a new hypothesis. □ It's pure hypothesis. □ 
a working hypothesis. 

hypothesize, -ise [hai'pDOasaiz] o vt [cause, 

reason] to suggest a possible explanation for 
<sthg> □ We can only hypothesize the cause of 
the crash, o vi to make a hypothesis about 
something □ We can only hypothesize about 
what might have happened. 

hypothetical [.haipa'Oetikl] adj [question, situa¬ 

tion] that is talked about as a possibility □ 
And what will you do once you find this hypotheti¬ 
cal job? 

hysterectomy [.hists'rektsmi] (pi hysterecto¬ 
mies) « a medical operation in which a 
woman’s womb is removed, 

hysteria [hi'stiaris] n -1. a strong uncontrolled 
feeling of panic, anger etc that affects a 
large group of people □ In the newsroom there 
was an atmosphere of excitement bordering on 
hysteria. -2. medicine a condition in which a 
person becomes very emotional, behaves 
strangely, and has symptoms of illnesses 
that have no obvious cause, 

hysterical [hi'sterikl] adj -1. [person] who is 
shouting or crying in an uncontrolled way 
because they feel panic, anger etc □ People 
were getting hysterical with fear. □ hysterical 
laughing/shouting. -2. [comedian, story] very fun¬ 
ny (informal use) □ The sketch was hysterical! 

hysterically [hi'sterikli] adv -1. [laugh, scream] 

see hysterical. -2. hysterically funny very fun¬ 
ny (informal use). 

hysterics [hi'steriks] npl (informal use) -1. to be 
tnTRysterics to laugh in an uncontrolled way 
□ He had me in hysterics. -2. to have hysterics 
GB to become very angry or worried □ My 
mother will have hysterics when she finds out. 

Hz (abbr of hertz) a unit used for measuring 
the frequency of sound waves that is equal 
to one cycle per second. 

i [ai] (pi i's or is), I [ai] (pi I's or Is) h the ninth 
letter of the English alphabet. 

11 abbr of Island, Isle. 

12 [ai] prott the person who is speaking or 
writing (used as the subject of a verb) □ I'm 
leaving. □ Ann and I were at college together. □ It 
is I who should apologize (formal use). 

IA abbr of Iowa. 

IAEA (abbr of International Atomic Energy 
Agency) n the IAEA an international organi¬ 
zation that controls how much atomic ener¬ 
gy is used and produced. 

Iberian [ai'bisrian] n & adj: see Iberian Peninsu¬ 
la. 

Iberian Peninsula: the Iberian Peninsula Spain 
and Portugal considered together. 

ibid (abbr of ibidem) a word written after 
something to show it is in the same book, 
article, chapter etc that has already been 
mentioned. 

Ibiza [i'bi:03] one of the Balearic Islands, 
southwest of Majorca. It is a popular tourist 
area, size: 541 sq kms. population: 57,000. 
main city: Ibiza. 

IBRD (abbr of International Bank for Reconstruc¬ 
tion and Development) n = World Bank. 

i/c abbr of in charge. 

ICA (abbr of Institute of Contemporary Art) n 
the ICA a center for modern art in London 
that presents exhibitions of visual art and 
performances of film, theater, music, and 
dance. 

Icarus ['ikaras] in Greek mythology, a man 
who tried to fly using wings made of wax 
and feathers. When he flew too near the 
sun, the wax melted and he fell and died. 

ICBM n abbr of intercontinental ballistic missile. 

ICC n -1. abbr of International Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. -2. (abbr of Interstate Commerce Com¬ 
mission) the ICC in the USA, the government 
department that looks after business among 
all the states. 

ice [ais] On-1. [on a window, pond, road] water 
which is frozen solid □ The water in the bucket 
had turned to ice. □ We had to scrape the ice off 
the windshield before leaving, m to break the ice 

to do or say something to help people who 
do not know each other to relax with each 
other, e.g. at the beginning of a party or 
meeting □ Party games can help to break the 
ice. ■ to put sthg on ice [plan, project] to de¬ 
cide to wait for a period of time before 
using or continuing with sthg □ We've put 
the Deema project on ice for the time being. 
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-2. ice in the form of cubes for putting in 

drinks □ Would you like ice in your juice? -3. GB 

an ice cream, o vt [cake, cookie] to cover 

<sthg> with icing. 

♦ ice over, ice up vi [road, window, pond] to 

become covered with ice □ The car windows 
had iced over. 

ice age « one of the periods in history when 

the polar ice caps covered a much larger 

area than they do now. 

iceberg l'aisb3:rg] n a large mass of ice float¬ 

ing in the ocean, mostly below the surface, 

iceberg lettuce n a kind of crisp lettuce, 

icebox ['aisbDks] n -1. US a refrigerator. -2. GB 

the part of a refrigerator that is used for 

keeping ice and frozen food in. 

icebreaker ['aisbreikal « a ship that can cut 

through ice. 

ice bucket n a plastic container from which 

ice is served for drinks; a metal container in 

which one puts ice and water to keep wine 

cold during a meal. 

ice cap n the areas around the North and 
South Poles that are always covered with 
ice. 

ice-cold adj [drink, hands, wind] very cold □ a 

glass of ice-cold milk. 

ice cream n a soft frozen dessert made from 

milk or cream that is flavored with fruit, va¬ 

nilla, chocolate etc □ two scoops of ice cream. 
□ a strawberry ice cream. 

ice cream bar n US ice cream on a stick that 

is covered in chocolate, 

ice cream truck us, ice cream van gb « a 

truck that drives around residential areas, 
parks etc selling ice cream. It usually plays a 
loud tune so that people know it is com¬ 
ing. 

ice cube n a small piece of ice in the shape of 

a cube for putting in drinks, 

iced [aist] adj -1. [drink, tea] that has been 

made cold with ice □ an iced coffee. -2. Icake, 

cookie] that is covered with icing, 

ice floe « a sheet of ice floating in the ocean, 

ice hockey tt a kind of hockey played on ice 

with a rubber disk instead of a ball. 

Iceland ['aisland] a country in the north Atlan- 
tic Ocean, just below the Arctic Circle, with 
many volcanoes and hot springs. SIZE: 

103,000 sq kms. population: 260,000 (Ice¬ 

landers). capital: Reykjavik, language: Ice¬ 
landic. currency: Icelandic krona. 

Icelander ['aisbiKbr] n a person who comes 
from or lives in Iceland. 

Icelandic [ais'laendik] o adj: see Iceland, o « 
the language spoken in Iceland, 

ice lolly n GB a type of candy made of water 
that is flavored with fruit and frozen onto a 
stick. 

ice pick n a tool with a sharp point for mak¬ 

ing holes in ice in order to travel over it. 

ice rink n a building or area where a surface 

of ice is provided for people to skate on. 

ice skate « a special boot that has a blade at¬ 

tached to the bottom for skating on ice □ a 

pair of ice skates. 
♦ ice-skate vi to move across ice wearing ice 

skates. 

ice-skater « a person who skates on ice as a 
sport or hobby. 

ice-skating n the sport or hobby of skating 
on ice. 

icicle ['aisikl] n a stick of ice formed when 
water runs off the edge of something and 
freezes. 

icily ['aisili] adv [say, greet, stare] in a very un¬ 
friendly way. 

icing ['aisirj] « a mixture of sugar and water, 
used to cover and decorate cakes, that be¬ 
comes hard when it is dry □ a cake with 
chocolate icing, m the icing on the cake some¬ 
thing that makes a good situation even bet¬ 
ter (informal use) □ <4 celebrity to present the 
award really would be the icing on the cake! 

icing sugar n GB a type of very fine sugar 
used to make icing. 

ICJ (abbr of International Court of Justice) tt the 
ICJ a court in the Hague, Netherlands, that 
makes judgments on matters brought to it 
by members of the UN. 

icon 1'aikDn] k -1. religion a religious picture, 
especially in the Orthodox Church □ a reli¬ 
gious icon. -2. computing a symbol like a 
small picture that represents a function on a 
computer screen □ Double click on the icon to 
activate the program. 

iconoclast [ai'kDnsklaest] n a person who 
strongly criticizes or rejects accepted tradi¬ 
tions or beliefs. 

ICR (abbr of Institute for Cancer Research) « the 
ICR in Britain, an important center for can¬ 
cer research, education, and treatment. 

ICU tt abbr of intensive care unit. 

icy ['aisi] (compar icier, superl iciest) adj -1. 
[wind, weather, cold] very cold □ It's icy out 
there today. -2. [road, sidewalk] covered with 
ice □ Look out for icy patches on the roads. 
-3. [look, stare] very unfriendly □ They received 
an icy reception. 

id [id] « the part of one’s unconscious mind 
that is related to one’s primitive instincts 
such as hunger and emotions. 

I'd [aid] = I would, I had. 

ID o « abbr of identification □ We can't cash the 
check if you haven't got any ID. o abbr of Idaho. 

Idaho [’aidahou] a state in the northwestern 
USA, consisting mainly of the Rocky Moun¬ 
tains. abbreviation: ID. size: 216,412 sq kms. 
population: 1,006,749 (Idahoans), capital: 

Boise. 

ID card n a card with one’s name, photo¬ 
graph etc that proves who one is. 

IDD (abbr of international direct dialing) n a 
system that allows people to make interna¬ 
tional telephone calls without going through 
an operator. 

idea [ai’dia] « -1. [of how to do something] a 
plan or suggestion that comes into one’s 
mind suddenly □ I've just had an idea to im- 
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prove our services. □ That's a good idea. -2. [in 

somebody's mind] a picture or representation 
of something in one’s mind □ My ideas on the 
subject are still rather vague. □ He introduced the 
idea that the world was round. □ The idea of a 
month in the sun appeals to most people. ■ to 
get the idea to understand something; to get 
a particular feeling □ Don't worry, you'll soon 
get the idea of how it works. □ I'm beginning to 
get the idea (that) no-one likes me. ■ to have an 
idea of sthg to have an understanding of 
sthg □ Do you have any idea of the trouble 
you've caused? ■ to have no idea not to know 
something at all □ Sorry, I've no idea where he 
is. -3. a thought that is based on a feeling 
and not on fact □ It's just an idea, but it might 
work. □ I have an idea that she'll agree to it. 
-4. [about something] a belief or opinion □ He 
has his own ideas on or about how to run a busi¬ 
ness. □ People have conflicting ideas about how 
the money should be spent. -5. [to do something] 

an intention or purpose □ My original idea was 
to use recycled paper. □ The idea is to finish the 
game with the highest possible score. -6. an 
idea of sthg [of the cost, number, time] an esti¬ 
mate of sthg □ Can you give me a rough idea of 
the price ? 

ideal [ai'diol] o adj [person, weather, place] that 
one finds perfect for one’s needs □ My ideal 
partner would be tall, dark, and handsome. □ 
Those curtains would be ideal for my bedroom. □ 
In an ideal world, such measures would not be 
necessary, o n -1. a belief, principle, way of 
behaving etc that one believes is right and 
tries to follow □ She has very high ideals. -2. a 
person or thing that one finds perfect for 
one’s needs □ My present house is far from the 
ideal. 

idealism [ai'diolizm] « a belief in ideals □ the 
idealism of youth. 

idealist [ai'diolost] n a person whose behavior 
and thoughts are based on ideals □ She likes 
to think of herself as something of an idealist. 

idealize, -ise [ai'diolaiz] vt to think of <sb/ 
sthg> as being perfect, especially when this 
is not true or realistic □ Her memories of being 
a student are somewhat idealized. 

ideally [ai'dioli] adv -1. ideally situated/suited 
etc situated/suited etc in a way that cannot 
be improved □ The hotel is ideally located for 
sight-seeing. -2. ideally,... a word used to 
show that one would like something but 
knows or thinks it is not possible □ Ideally, 
I'd like to take four weeks off work. 

identical [ai'dentikl] adj [color, feature, voice] 

that is exactly the same □ Their hats were 
identical. □ The new model is identical to the old 
one in most respects. 

identical twins tipi twins who come from the 
same fertilized egg and who look exactly 
the same. 

identifiable [ai'dentofaiobl] adj [person, object, 

characteristic] that can be recognized □ The 
bag is easily identifiable. 

identification [ai.dentofi'keifn] n -1. see identi¬ 
fy □ There will need to be a formal identification 
of the body. □ These kids' identification with their 

rock star role models is almost total. -2. docu¬ 
ments that prove who one is □ Can I see your 
identification, sir? 

identify [ai'dentofai] (pt & pp identified) o vt 
-1. to recognize <sb/sthg> and say who or 
what they are □ / was able to identify my coat 
from the pile that lay on the floor. -2. to prove 
the identity of <sb/sthg> □ The car's license 
plate identifies it as a local one. -3. to identify 
sb/sthg with sthg to associate sb/sthg with 
sthg □ Most people identify Italy with fine art and 
great food, o vi to identify with sb/sthg to feel 
that one understands sb/sthg because one 
has the same feelings, is in the same situa¬ 
tion etc □ We are supposed to identify with the 
main character in the story. 

Identikit picture™ [ai'dentikit-] n a picture of 
a person’s face that police make using sepa¬ 
rate sections for the eyes, mouth, nose etc 
after being given a description of the person 
by a witness. 

identity [ai'dentoti] [pi identities) n -1. the 
state of being a particular person or thing □ 
The police have no clues to the attacker's identity. 
□ The former spy assumed a new identity. -2. 
one’s sense of being a particular person □ He 
found a sense of identity when he became a fa¬ 
ther. □ an identity crisis. 

identity card n a card with one’s name, 
photograph etc that proves who one is. 

identity parade n gb a row of people put to¬ 
gether by police that includes a person sus¬ 
pected of a crime and that a witness looks 
at in order to see if they can recognize the 
suspect. 

ideological [,aidio'lDd3ikl] adj [dispute, approach, 
issue] see ideology □ We must approach the is¬ 
sue in a pragmatic rather than an ideological way. 

ideology [,aidi'i>bd3i] (pi ideologies) « a set of 
ideas that are held by a particular political, 
religious, or social group □ It's all part of 
Christian/socialist ideology. □ / don't agree with 
the ideology of capitalism. 

idiom ['idiom] n -1. a group of words with a 
meaning that is different from the meaning 
of the words when they are separate □ a 
book of English idioms. -2. a form of expres¬ 
sion that is used by a particular group of 
people or in a particular kind of activity (for¬ 
mal use) □ the idiom of dance/paint. 

idiomatic [.idio'maetik] adj [expression, language] 
that contains words which mean something 
different when they are used together, and 
so can be difficult to translate □ / had a few 
problems with the idiomatic parts. 

idiosyncrasy [.idio'sirjkrosi] [pi idiosyncrasies) 
n an unusual habit or way of behaving that 
somebody has and that can be difficult for 
other people to understand or accept □ You 
must forgive my little idiosyncrasies. 

idiot ['idiot] n a person who one thinks is 
foolish (disapproving use) □ You idiot! □ I'm not 
an idiot, you know! 

idiotic [.idi'otik] adj [idea, question, behavior] 
that one thinks is foolish (disapproving use) □ 
What an idiotic comment! 
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idle ['aidl] o adj -1. [person] who is lazy and 
avoids doing work that needs to be done □ 
They're an idle bunch of'scroungers! -2. to be or 
stand or lie idle [factory, machine, equipment] 
not to be used because there is no work; 
[worker] not to be doing anything because 
there is no work □ The plant has lain idle for 
months. □ The men have been kept idle, waiting 
for the equipment to arrive. -3. an idle threat/ 
boast a threat/boast that is not serious □ is 
this another one of his idle threats? -4. [glance, 
curiosity] that has no particular purpose □ It 
was just an idle remark. -5. [gossip, rumor] that 
is not based on facts and so has no use or 
value □ That's just idle speculation, 
o vi [engine] to turn slowly and quietly □ He 
left the engine idling while he ran into the store. 

♦ idle away vt sep to idle the time away to 
spend one’s time without doing anything 
useful □ He idles away the hours doodling. 

idler ['aidlar] n a person who does nothing, or 
does something in a slow lazy way. 

idly 1'aidli] adv -1. [sit, stand] in a lazy way and 
without doing anything useful □ I'm not pre¬ 
pared to stand idly by and not help. -2. [ask, won¬ 

der, look] without any particular purpose □ / 
was idly glancing through the papers. 

idol ['aidl] tt -1. a person, usually famous, who 
is greatly admired by people, e.g. for their 
achievements, personality, or appearance □ a 
teenage idol. -2. religion an image or statue 
of a being that is worshipped as a god. 

idolize, -ise ['aidalaiz] vt -1. [star, leader, father] 

to admire or love <sb> very much □ She's 
idolized by fans all over the world. -2. [god] to 
worship <sb/sthg> as part of a religion. 

idyl(l) [US 'aidl, GB 'idl] tt an idyllic place, time, 
or situation □ a rural idyll. 

idyllic [US ai'dilik, GB I'dilik] adj [place, time, life] 

that seems perfect and makes one feel very 
happy, especially because it is peaceful □ The 
hotel is set in idyllic surroundings. □ a scene of 
idyllic calm. 

i.e. (abbr of id est) namely (used in front of in¬ 
formation that explains something more 
clearly) □ all members, i.e. those who have paid 
the subscription. 

if [if] o cottj -1. if she calls, let me know she 
might call, and when she does, let me know 
□ If we started work today we could be finished 
by the weekend, m if I were you a phrase used 
to give advice □ If I were you I'd tell her. -2. if 
we had left earlier we would have gotten 
there on time we did not leave earlier, and 
so we did not get there on time. ■ if it 
hadn't been so expensive I'd have bought it it 
was expensive, and so I did not buy it. 
-3. used to introduce reported questions □ 
She asked me if I knew him. □ Do you know if 
she's left yet? -4. although □ The meal was 
good, if expensive. -5. used to introduce a po¬ 
lite suggestion or request □ I'd be very grateful 
if you would let me know. □ If you could just wait 
here for a few moments. 

o tipi ifs, ands, or buts US, ifs and buts GB 
reasons for not doing something □ / don't 
want any ifs, ands, or buts, just do it! 

♦ if anything adv used to introduce a state¬ 
ment that is the opposite of something that 
has just been mentioned □ He doesn't look 
any slimmer. If anything, he's put on weight. 

♦ if ever cottj used to emphasize how appro¬ 
priate a description is □ There's a hopeless 
case if ever I saw one! □ If ever I saw a man driv¬ 
en by ambition, it's him. 

♦ if not cottj used to suggest that something 
might be more or less than is stated □ I'll 
have it ready by Friday, if not sooner. □ It should 
arrive tomorrow. If not, give me a call. 

♦ if only o cottj -1. used to give a reason for 
doing something □ Well have to talk to him, if 
only to hear his side of things. -2. used to say 
what one would like to happen, especially 
when one knows it is very unlikely to hap¬ 
pen □ If only he wouldn't drink so much! o excl: 
a phrase used to say that one would like 
something to happen "Are you going abroad 
this summer7" — "If only!" 

iffy [’ifi] (compar iffier, superl iffiest) adj [person, 

plan, situation] that is uncertain (informal use) □ 
The whole idea sounds iffy to me. 

igloo [’iglu:] (pi igloos) n a small round house 
made from blocks of hard snow and used 
by Inuits. 

ignite [ig'nait] o vt [fuel, gas] to cause <sthg> 
to start burning □ He lit a match and ignited the 
fire, o vi [fuel, gas] The crash caused the gas in¬ 
side to ignite. 

ignition [ig'nijn] tt the ignition auto the elec¬ 
trical device in a car, truck etc that ignites 
the fuel and starts the engine □ / must have 
left the key in the ignition! 

ignition key « a key that is used to turn the 
ignition of a car in order to start the engine, 

ignoble [ig'noubl] adj [person, action, thought] 

that is morally wrong and dishonorable (for¬ 
mal use). 

ignominious higna'minias] adj [defeat, behavior] 

that causes shame or embarrassment, espe¬ 
cially because it happens in public (formal 
use) □ democracy's most ignominious day. 

ignominy ['ignamini] tt a state or feeling of 
shame or embarrassment, especially because 
of something that has happened in public 
(formal use) □ / couldn't bear the ignominy of it. 

ignoramus [.igna'reimas] (pi ignoramuses) tt a 
person who one thinks is very stupid (disap¬ 
proving use) □ / felt such an ignoramus! 

ignorance ['ignorans] n [of a fact the law] a lack 
of knowledge or awareness of something, 
especially of something that one should 
know about □ He showed his complete igno¬ 
rance of local customs. • ignorance is bliss a 
phrase used to say that it is better not to 
know something unpleasant in a particular 
situation. 

ignorant ['ignorant] adj -1. [person] who 
knows little or nothing about something, es¬ 
pecially something that they should know 
about □ I'm pretty ignorant about politics. -2. to 

be ignorant of sthg [of a fact, event] not to 
know about sthg □ / was completely ignorant 
of its existence until now. -3. [person, behavior] 
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that shows a lack of politeness □ You ignorant 
oaf! 

ignore [ig'no:r] vt [advice, fact, person] to be 
aware of, but not pay attention to, <sb/ 
sthg> □ He pretended not to see me, but I knew 
he was ignoring me. □ We cannot continue to ig¬ 
nore the accusations that have been made 
against him. 

iguana [I'gwcuna] (pi iguana or iguanas) n a 
large gray-green lizard found in Latin Ameri¬ 
ca. 

ikon ['aikon] n = icon. 

IL abbr of Illinois. 

ileum ['iliam] (pi ilea) n the lower part of one’s 
small intestine. 

ilk [ilk] n of that ilk of the kind that has been 
mentioned □ bank robbers, burglars, and people 
of that ilk. 

ill [il] o adj -1. to be ill [person, animal] to be in 
bad health □ I've been feeling ill for a few days 
now. ■ to fall or be taken ill to become ill □ 
He fell ill and was taken to the hospital. -2. 
[effects, luck] bad. o adv -1. badly □ We were 
ill-prepared for such news. ■ to speak/think ill of 

sb to say/think something unpleasant about 
sb □ We mustn't speak ill of the dead. -2. 
I/you etc can ill afford... I/you etc cannot 
very easily afford... □ We can ill afford such 
luxuries. 

♦ ills npl [of a society, system] problems (formal 
use) □ social ills such as unemployment. 

ill. abbr of illustration. 

I'll [ail] = I will, I shall. 

ill-advised [-ad'vaizd] adj [remark, action] that is 
foolish and likely to have bad results or 
cause problems □ You would be ill-advised to in¬ 
vest all your money in one venture. 

ill at ease adj to be ill at ease not to be com¬ 
fortable or relaxed, especially in a social 
situation □ He felt rather ill at ease in his new 
surroundings. 

ill-bred adj [person] who shows a lack of po¬ 
liteness □ What an ill-bred young man I 

ill-considered adj [remark, action, decision] that 
has not been thought about very carefully 
and is not very sensible □ He made a rather 
ill-considered move into the timber trade. 

ill-disposed adj [person] who does not have a 
good opinion of a particular person or group 
of people and so is not willing to support or 
help them □ They are not ill-disposed toward 
young people, they're just old-fashioned. 

illegal [i'li:gl] o adj [drug, parking] that is not 
allowed by the law of a country □ It's illegal 
to carry an offensive weapon. □ the illegal posses¬ 
sion of drugs. ■ an illegal immigrant or alien a 
person who has come from abroad to live in 
a particular country without official permis¬ 
sion On an illegal immigrant, 

illegally [I'liigali] adv-. see illegal □ He entered 
the country illegally. □ Your car is illegally parked. 

illegible [i'led33bl] adj [handwriting, text, letter] 

that is unclear and so is impossible to read □ 
This is totally illegible! 

illegitimate [,ib'd3itam3t] adj -1. [son, daughter] 

whose parents are not married to each other 
□ The composer had three illegitimate children. 
-2. [activity, aim] that is not allowed or ac¬ 
cepted because of rules, customs etc □ The 
elections were declared illegitimate by the UN. 

ill-equipped [-I'kwipt] adj to be ill-equipped 
[person, institution, organization] to be unable to 
do something because of not having the 
necessary qualities, equipment, skills etc □ 
He felt ill-equipped to deal with the pressures of 
the job. 

ill-fated adj [mission, trip, attempt] that ended 
badly or in failure □ their ill-fated climb to the 
summit. 

ill feeling n feelings of anger or dislike be¬ 
tween two or more people, e.g. as the result 
of a disagreement □ / don't want there to be 
any ill feeling between us. 

ill-founded [-'faundad] adj [fear, confidence, ru¬ 

mor] that is not based on facts or the real 
situation □ The rumors proved to be ill-founded. 

ill-gotten gains npl something somebody has 
got from doing something immoral or illegal 
(formal use). 

ill health n bad health or illness that con¬ 
tinues over a long period of time □ She suf¬ 
fered from ill health for many years. 

illicit fi'lisat] adj [activity, affair, drug] that is il¬ 
legal or disapproved of in a particular soci¬ 
ety and is usually secret □ He was involved in 
an illicit arms deal/trade. 

illicitly [I'hsath] adv [deal, sell] see illicit, 

ill-informed adj [person, opinion, argument] that 
shows very litde knowledge about a particu¬ 
lar subject □ People over here are very ill- 
informed about what's going on. 

Illinois [.ib'noi] a state in the Midwest of the 
USA, consisting mainly of agricultural prai¬ 
ries. ABBREVIATION: IL. SIZE: 146,075 sq kms. 
population: 11,430,602 (Illinoisans), capital: 

Springfield, main city: Chicago, 

illiteracy [I'litarasi] n the inability of a large 
group of people to read or write □ Since the 
beginning of the civil war, illiteracy has increased 
dramatically. □ child/adult illiteracy. 

illiterate [I'litarat] o adj [person] who cannot 
read or write; who knows litde about a par¬ 
ticular subject p an illiterate peasant □ techno¬ 
logically illiterate, o n an illiterate person, 

ill-mannered adj [person] who is not polite, 

illness ['ilnas] n -1. [of person, animal] a period 
or state of being ill □ The show has been can¬ 
celed due to illness. □ His illness has been widely 
reported in the press. -2. a disease of the body 
or mind □ mental illness □ She's suffering from 
an incurable illness. 

illogical [i'lod3ikl] adj [statement, idea, behavior] 

that has no sensible reason or explanation □ 
It all seems most illogical to me. 

ill-suited adj to be ill-suited [couple] not to be 
right for each other, e.g. because of different 
interests or beliefs □ They're most ill-suited. 

ill-tempered adj [person] who becomes angry 
easily and often □ an ill-tempered old man. 

ill-timed adj [comment, action, event] that hap- 
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pens at the wrong time and could offend 
people or have bad results □ Their decision to 
publish the memoirs was^somewhat ill-timed. 

ill-treat vt [child, worker, horse] to treat <a per¬ 
son or animal> badly or cruelly □ She com¬ 
plained of having been ill-treated by other staff. 

ill-treatment n: see ill-treat, 

illuminate [I'luimineit] vt -1. [street, building, 

scene] to provide light to make <sthg> easi¬ 
er to see □ The room was illuminated solely by 
candlelight. -2. [subject, concept, problem] to 
help somebody to understand <sthg> more 
clearly by explaining or giving examples □ 
This story helps to illuminate why the mission 
failed. 

illuminated [I'luimineitsd] adj -1. [sign, notice, 

building] that can be seen clearly because 
electric lights shine on it or in it. -2. art 
[book, manuscript] that is decorated in bright 
colors, including gold or silver, 

illuminating [i'lu:mineitir|] adj [book, talk, ex¬ 

perience] that helps somebody to understand 
something much more clearly, 

illumination [i,lu:mi'neijn] « [of a street, build¬ 

ing, scene] see illuminate. 
♦ illuminations npl in Britain, colored lights 

that are used to decorate part of a town or 
city, especially during a holiday period or on 
a special occasion. 

illusion [i'lui3n] n -1. [about something] a false 
idea that seems real. ■ to have no illusions 
about sb/sthg to see sb/sthg in a realistic 
way, without any false ideas or expectations 
□ / have no illusions about myself as an artist. ■ 
to be under the illusion that... to wrongly be¬ 
lieve that... □ He was under the illusion that the 
service was offered free. -2. [of space, depth] 

something that seems different from the 
way it really is □ The mirror perspective gives 
an illusion of depth. -3. [for entertaining people] a 
magic trick in which somebody uses a spe¬ 
cial technique or skill to make other people 
think they see something impossible or sur¬ 
prising. 

illusionist [i'lu:33n3st] n a person who per¬ 
forms illusions as entertainment (formal use), 

illusory [I'luissri] adj [hope, belief, victory] that 
one realizes after a period of time is false or 
impossible (formal use). 

illustrate ['ibstreit] vt -1. to be illustrated 
[book, text] to contain pictures, diagrams etc 
□ The book is heavily illustrated with photos and 
drawings. □ an illustrated guide to Rome. -2. 
[point, fact, quality] to be proof or a good ex¬ 
ample of <sthg> □ The results clearly illustrate 
the need for improvement. □ Allow me to illus¬ 
trate what I mean. 

illustration [qb'streifn] n -1. [in a book, text, 

magazine] a picture, diagram etc in a book or 
next to a piece of writing □ a colordolack and 
white illustration. -2. [of a point, fact, quality] an 
example used to help explain something □ 
That's an illustration of his generosity. 

illustrator ['ibstreital « a person whose job is 
to draw pictures for books, greeting cards 
etc □ an illustrator of children’s books. 

illustrious [I'Ustrias] adj [career, name, achieve¬ 

ment] that is known and admired by many 
people (formal use). 

ill will n anger or dislike that one feels to¬ 
ward somebody, e.g. because of a disagree¬ 
ment □ / don't bear him any ill will. 

ill wind n it's an ill wind (that blows nobody 

any good) a phrase used to say that a situa¬ 
tion or event that seems bad may in fact 
bring some good luck. 

ILO (abhr of International Labor Organization) n 
the ILO a branch of the UN concerned with 
pay, employment, and working conditions. 

I'm [aim] = I am. 

image l'imid3] n -1. [in one's mind] a picture or 
idea that one has in one’s mind about how 
somebody or something looks or what they 
are like □ What's your image of the typical Eng¬ 
lish person? □ Most people's image of modeling 
is of glamor and excitement. -2. [in a mirror, 

through a lens] the scene that one can see in 
a mirror or through the lens of a camera □ 
Make sure the image is focused properly. -3. [on 

a screen, in a picture] a picture or scene that 
appears on a TV, movie theater, or comput¬ 
er screen or in a painting, photograph etc □ 
shocking images of violence. -4. [of a star, party, 

company] the way that the public sees a per¬ 
son, organization etc, especially because of 
appearance, behavior, or advertising □ She's 
got a good/bad public image. □ The Governor is 
trying to create a new, caring image with the pub¬ 
lic. □ an image consultant. -5. [in a poem, song] a 
written description of something physical 
that is used to represent an idea or feeling □ 
The image of the snake signifies danger. -6. to 

be the image of sb to look exactly like sb □ 
You're the exact image of your father! 

imagery ['imid33ri] n -1. language in writing, 
especially poetry, that describes something 
physical in order to represent an idea or 
feeling □ the use of religious imagery. -2. the 
use of pictures or scenes in a movie, paint¬ 
ing etc to represent particular ideas or feel¬ 
ings □ / don't understand the imagery. 

Imaginable [i'masd3in3bl] adj that one can im¬ 
agine or think of □ She's done everything 
imaginable, from mountain climbing to deep-sea 
diving. 

imaginary [us i'maed33neri, GB -inn] adj [charac¬ 

ter, weapon, world] that exists in somebody’s 
mind, but is not real □ The equator is an imagi¬ 
nary line going around the middle of the Earth. 

imagination [i,maed3i'neijn] n -1. the ability to 
imagine things, especially when they are 
new or unusual □ Use your imagination! □ Her 
writing shows great imagination. -2. the part of 
the mind that imagines things □ / think your 
imagination is running away with you! -3. some¬ 
thing, e.g. an idea, that comes from some¬ 
body’s imagination and is not really true □ 
The whole affair is pure imagination. 

imaginative [i'nMsd33n3tiv] adj -1. [writer, artist] 

who uses their imagination □ She's a very im¬ 
aginative student. -2. [writing, design, idea] that 
shows imagination □ We need a more imagina- 
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five approach to creating jobs. □ a highly imagina¬ 
tive work of art. 

imagine [i'm8ed3in] vt -1. [scene, event, situation] 
to form an idea or picture of <sthg> in one’s 
mind, especially without knowing or experi¬ 
encing it □ / can't imagine (myself) getting the 
job. □ I can imagine what she said. ■ imagine 
(that)! a phrase used to react to surprising or 
unusual news □ Twins! Just imagine! -2. to 
experience <sthg> in a way that seems real, 
but only exists in one’s mind □ Don't be silly, 
you're just imagining things! -3. to imagine 
(that)... to think that something is probably 
true □ / imagine (that) you're tired after your trip. 

imaginings [i'maed3iniriz] np>l things that are 
not real and only exist in the mind (literary 
use). 

imbalance [.im'baebns] n a state in which two 
closely connected things are not equal, with 
the result that there can be problems □ a hor¬ 
mone imbalance. 

imbecile [US 'imbasl, GB -si:l] « a person who 
one thinks is stupid (disapproving use), 

imbue [im'bju:] vf to imbue sb with sthg [with a 
quality, feeling] to influence sb so that sthg 
becomes part of their character or behavior 
□ Our students are imbued with a sense of re¬ 
spect. 

IMF n abbr of International Monetary Fund, 

imitate [imateit] vt -1. [person] to copy the be¬ 
havior, voice etc of <sb> in order to annoy 
them or entertain other people □ He's always 
imitating his sister. -2. [person, organization, 

method] to copy <sb/sthg> in one’s way of 
doing things, usually in order to achieve 
something similar □ Very few companies have 
been able to imitate their success. 

imitation [pma'teijn] o n -1. [of a person] an 
act of imitating somebody in order to annoy 
them or entertain other people □ She does a 
great imitation of the boss. -2. [of a piece of jew¬ 

elry, machinery, clothing] a copy of something 
that is usually cheaper but not as good as 
the original item □ He only sells cheap imita¬ 
tions. -3. [of a person, method] see imitate □ 
Children learn to speak by imitation, o adj [leath¬ 

er, jewelry] that is a copy of something more 
well-known or expensive, 

imitator ['imateita'] « a person who copies 
somebody else in their way of doing things 
or in the way they look, 

immaculate [I'maekjabt] adj -1. [appearance, 

person, room] that is very clean and tidy □ an 
immaculate suit □ Mary looked immaculate that 
night. -2. (behavior, technique, timing] that is of 
a very high standard and cannot be criti¬ 
cized in any way □ It was an immaculate per¬ 
formance. 

immaculately [I'maekjabth] adv immaculately 
dressed/presented very well dressed/present- 
ed □ The house was immaculately clean. 

immaterial [.ims'tisrial] adj [event, detail, infor¬ 
mation] that is not important in relation to a 
particular question □ Whether or not he was 
actually there at the time is immaterial. 

immature [,ima'tjuar] adj -1. [person, behavior, 

response] that is not as sensible as one ex¬ 
pects of an adult or of somebody of a par¬ 
ticular age □ Don't be so immature! -2. [plant, 
animal, person] that is not yet fully developed 
□ an emotionally immature young man. 

immaturity [.ima'tj'uarati] n: see immature, 

immeasurable [l'mesarabl] adj [damage, differ¬ 
ence, wealth] that is too large to be measured 
□ His importance to the company is immeasur¬ 
able. 

immediacy [I'miidjasi] « the quality in a pic¬ 
ture or piece of writing that makes one feel 
very involved in what is shown or de¬ 
scribed. 

immediate [I'miidjat] adj -1. [action, response, 
attention] that comes very soon after a par¬ 
ticular event, situation etc has been noticed; 
[need, problem] that must receive attention 
very soon □ There were immediate shouts of 
protest. □ The money should be enough for our 
immediate needs. -2. [future, aim] that is near¬ 
est in time; [area, neighborhood] that is near¬ 
est in distance □ Our immediate goal is simply 
to survive. □ Residents in the immediate vicinity 
of the blast were evacuated. -3. one's immedi¬ 
ate family one’s closest family, including par¬ 
ents, brothers, and sisters □ Members of the 
victim's immediate family were informed. 

immediately [I'miidjatli] o adv -1. [act, stop, 
agree] without any delay □ It wasn't immedi¬ 
ately clear what had happened. -2. [affect, con¬ 
cern] without any other person, considera¬ 
tion etc coming before □ Priority is given to pa¬ 
tients more immediately at risk. -3. [following, 
above, behind] with little space in between □ / 
followed immediately behind the others. □ Some¬ 
one had written a note in pencil immediately 
below, o cottj GB as soon as □ Immediately I 
mentioned it she started shouting. 

immemorial [.ima'moinal] adj from or since 
time immemorial for longer than anybody 
can remember □ That building's been there 
since time immemorial. 

immense [r'mens] adj [improvement, importance, 
satisfaction] that is great in quantity, size, or 
degree □ The dam is an immense structure. □ 
I've immense respect for all he's achieved. 

immensely [I'mensli] adv immensely enjoy¬ 

able/popular/difficult etc very enjoyable/pop¬ 
ular/difficult etc □ He's immensely wealthy. □ 
an immensely successful artist □ / enjoyed my 
stay immensely. 

immensity [I'menssti] n [of a building, task, the 
universe] the great size of something; [of an 
achievement] the great importance or serious¬ 
ness of something □ / couldn't quite take in the 
immensity of what had happened. 

immerse [i'm3:rs] vt -1. to put <sthg> in a liq¬ 
uid, especially water, so that it is completely 
covered o For best results, ensure that the gar¬ 
ment is completely immersed in the dye. -2. to 

immerse oneself in sthg [in one's work, reading] 
to give all one’s attention to sthg □ She's im¬ 
mersing herself in her work to forget about him. 

immersion heater [r'm3:r3n-] « GB an electric 
heater that is used to provide hot water for 
use in the home. 
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immigrant [’migrant] n a person who comes 
from abroad to live permanently in a coun¬ 
try, especially in order, to have a better life □ 
a Turkish immigrant ok an immigrant from Turkey 
o the immigrant population. 

immigration [,imi'greij'n] n -1. the process of 
coming into a country in order to live there 
permanently □ There's a lot of immigration into 
Europe/from the Third World. □ immigration re- 
strictions/laws. -2. immigration (control) the 
part of an airport, port etc where people’s 
passports, visas etc are checked before they 
can enter a country □ All passengers must go 
through immigration. 

Immigration and Naturalization Service [us 
-nastjrala'zeifn-, GB -ai'zeifn-] tt the US govern¬ 
ment agency that deals with foreigners’ re¬ 
quests to live and work in the USA. 

imminence [’unmans] tt the closeness of an 
event in the future, especially one that is 
important or unpleasant, 

imminent [’iminsnt] adj [arrival, danger, disaster] 
that is very near in the future □ With elec¬ 
tions now imminent, speculation is running high. 

immobile [US I'moubl, GB -’moubail] adj [person, 
body, animal] that is not moving or is not 
able to move □ He stood/sat immobile before 
me. □ The line of traffic was immobile. 

immobilization [US i.moubab'zeijn, GB -ai'zeifn] 
n: see immobilize. 

immobilize, -ise [I'moubalaiz] vf [attacker, ma¬ 
chine] to stop <sb/sthg> from moving; [sys¬ 
tem, process] to stop <sthg> from working 
properly □ Security guards immobilized the man. 
□ The alarm automatically immobilizes the car. 

immodest [I'lrmdast] adj -1. [person] who em¬ 
phasizes their own achievements, skills, 
qualities etc in a way that seems unneces¬ 
sary. -2. [dress, behavior] that shocks people 
for moral reasons. 

immoral [I'niDrsl] adj [behavior, action, idea] that 
is morally wrong or unacceptable; [book, 
movie] that shocks many people because of 
its sexual content □ It's immoral to make peo¬ 
ple pay so much tax. 

immorality [.ima'raebti] tt: see immoral, 

immortal [i'mo:rtl] o adj -1. [being, god] that 
will never die □ the immortal universe. -2. 
[play, phrase, line] that is very famous and is 
remembered for a long time □ In the immortal 
words of Shakespeare,... o n -1. a being, espe¬ 
cially a god, that never dies. -2. a person, 
e.g. a movie or sports star, who will be re¬ 
membered for a long time because of their 
achievements, abilities, qualities etc □ Ali is 
one of the immortals in boxing history. 

immortality [,nno:r'taebti] u -1. life that will 
never end □ He believes in the immortality of 
the human spirit. -2. [of a movie star, sports per¬ 

sonality] fame that will last for a long time □ 
Monroe achieved immortality. 

immortalize, -ise [i'mo:rtlaiz] vt [person, event] 

to do something that means that people will 
remember or know about <sb/sthg> for a 
long time □ The duchess was immortalized in a 
famous painting by Van Dyck. 

immovable [I'muivsbl] adj -1. [object, table, 

statue] that is firmly fixed and cannot be 
moved. -2. [person, opinion] that cannot be 
changed by persuasion □ He was immovable 
on the subject. 

immune [i'mju:n] adj -1. medicine [person, ani¬ 

mal] that cannot be affected by a particular 
illness because of the body’s natural resist¬ 
ance or because of substances injected into 
the body □ If you've had the illness already, you 
should be immune to it. -2. to be immune to 

sthg [to criticism, flattery, a danger] not to be 
affected by sthg □ I'm not immune to persua¬ 
sion. □ They were immune to our cries for help. 

immune system tt the system inside one’s 
body that helps fight infections and prevent 
illness. 

immunity [I'mjumati] tt: see immune □ There is 
no such thing as immunity to the common cold. 

immunization [us .imjans'zeij'n, GB -junai'zeijn] 
tv. see immunize □ The vaccine gives five years' 
immunization to or against infection. 

immunize, -ise [US 'imjanaiz, GB -jonaiz] vf to 
give <a person or animal> protection from a 
disease by injecting a substance into the 
body □ You should be immunized against typhoid 
before you go. 

immunodeficiency [US .imjanoudi'fi/nsi, GB 
-junoudi'fijnsi] tt the inability of somebody’s 
immune system to work properly, 

immunology [us ,imj3'nobd3i, GB -ju'nDbd3i] tt 
the area of science that is connected with 
the body’s immunity to disease, 

immutable [I’mjuitabl] adj [law, decision, atti¬ 

tude] that cannot be changed (formal use) □ an 
immutable fact of life. 

imp [imp] tt -1. a small creature, especially in 
children’s stories, that uses its special pow¬ 
ers to cause trouble. -2. a naughty child, 

impact [h 'impaekt, vb im’paekt] o n -1. the 
force of something hitting another thing □ 
The impact of the crash caused considerable 
damage. ■ on impact at the moment of im¬ 
pact □ The shell exploded on impact. -2. the im¬ 
portant effect that an event, change, person, 
piece of information etc has □ The movie 
made a huge impact on audiences all over the 
world, o vt -1. to press <sthg> firmly into 
something else. -2. to affect <sthg>. 

impair [im'pe3r] vf [hearing, efficiency, flavor] to 
affect <sthg> badly so that it is not as good 
as before □ We allow nothing to impair the qual¬ 
ity of our products. 

impaired [im'pe3rd] adj [vision, hearing] that has 
been damaged □ She suffers from impaired eye¬ 
sight. 

-impaired suffix added to words to show that 
somebody has a disability □ visually-impaired. 
■ mobility-impaired physically disabled, 

impale [im'peil] vf to cause <sb/sthg> to be 
pierced by a sharp pointed object □ There 
was an empty can impaled on the fence outside 
the house. 

impart [im'pa:rt] vf (formal use) -1. [information, 

knowledge] to give <sthg> to somebody, es¬ 
pecially by telling them. -2. [feeling, quality, 
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flavor] to pass <sthg> on to somebody or 
something □ The cardamom imparts a certain 
exotic flavor to the dish. 

impartial [im'pa:rJl] adj [observer, news report, 

judge] that does not favor one side more 
than the other in a situation and so is fair □ 
A good critic should remain impartial. 

impartiality [im,pa:rJi'aebti] «: see impartial □ 
Can you guarantee the impartiality of the jury in 
this case? 

impassable [us im'pssabl, gb -'pars-] adj (road, 

bridge] that no person or vehicle can travel 
on or across □ The snow rendered the bridge 
impassable. 

impasse [US 'impass, GB aem'pais] n a point in a 
situation or process that cannot be passed 
because of a problem or disagreement □ The 
talks have reached an impasse. 

impassioned [im'pasj'nd] adj Iplea, debate, 

speech] that is full of strong feelings □ The 
politician made an impassioned plea on behalf of 
the victims. 

impassive [im'paesiv] adj [face, expression, per¬ 

son] that does not show any emotion, 

impatience [im'peijns] tr. see impatient □ There 
is growing impatience with the government's fail¬ 
ure to act. 

impatient [im'peijnt] adj -1. [person, crowd, 

customer] that cannot wait without becom¬ 
ing annoyed □ The audience was starting to be¬ 
come impatient. -2. [person] who wants to 
have or do something very much □ She's im¬ 
patient to finish. □ They were impatient for 
success/news. -3. [person] who becomes an¬ 
noyed easily □ Don't be so impatient, o / get 
very impatient with people who don't think before 
they talk. 

impatiently [im'peijhtli] adv [wait, react] see im¬ 
patient □ "Well?" she said impatiently. 

impeach [im'piitf] vt [official, politician, president] 

to accuse <sb> of committing a serious 
crime in connection with their job while 
they were in an important public position, 

impeccable [im'pekabl] adj [behavior, appear¬ 

ance, performance] that cannot be criticized in 
any way because of being perfect □ He has 
impeccable manners. 

impeccably [im'peksbli] adv [dress, behave] see 
impeccable □ an impeccably dressed young man. 

impecunious [.imps'kju.'njas] adj [person] who 
has very little money (formal use), 

impede [im'piid] vt [person, progress, investiga¬ 

tion] to make it difficult for <sb/sthg> to go 
ahead as planned or desired □ The salvage op¬ 
eration was impeded by the weather. 

impediment [im'pedimsnt] n -1. a situation, 
fact etc that makes it difficult for somebody 
to do something or for something to happen 
(formal use) □ There is no legal impediment to 
their marriage. -2. a physical problem that 
makes walking or talking difficult □ a speech 
impediment. 

impel [im'pel] {ft & pp> impelled, cont impelling) 
vt to make <sb> feel that they must do 
something □ / felt impelled to call and ask them 
what had gone wrong. 

impending [im'pendir)] adj [disaster, danger, trial] 

that is going to happen soon □ Mike had a 
sense of impending doom. 

impenetrable [im'penitrsbl] adj -1. [barrier, dark¬ 

ness, forest] that is difficult or impossible to 
move through or see through; [mystery] that 
is impossible to solve □ To the north lay impen¬ 
etrable jungle. -2. [writing, theory, law] that is 
very difficult or impossible to understand □ 
The way the book's written makes it pretty im¬ 
penetrable stuff. 

imperative [im'perativ] o adj urgent □ It's im¬ 
perative that we take action now to prevent disas¬ 
ter. o n -1. something that must be done 

quickly and urgently o Immediate action is 
now an absolute imperative. -2. grammar the 

verb form that is used to give an order or 

instruction, e.g. “come in!” or “stop!” □ The 
verb is in the imperative. 

imperceptible [,impsr'sept3bl] adj [change, 

movement] that is so small or slight that it is 
not noticed or felt □ an almost imperceptible 
flinch. 

imperfect [im'p3:rfikt] o adj (work, copy, knowl¬ 

edge] that is not perfect □ All imperfect goods 
have been reduced by 50%. o n the imperfect 

(tense) the verb form that is used to refer to 
a continuous action in the past, e.g. in the 
sentence “It was raining.” 

imperfection [,impar'fekj‘n] n -1. [on skin, a 

piece of china] a small mark or damaged part 
of something. -2. [in a person, system] a fault 
in somebody or something that stops them 
from being perfect □ You'll have to learn to live 
with his imperfections. 

imperial [im'piarisl] adj -1. [guard, palace, past] 

that is connected with an emperor or an 
empire □ imperial China. -2. [gallon, pint] that is 
connected with the British system of meas¬ 
urements for weight, size, and quantity □ an 
imperial measure □ the imperial system of 
weights and measures. 

W IMPERIAL 
The imperial system of weight and measure¬ 
ment, based on the pound, gallon, and yard, 
is used in the USA in all contexts apart from 
scientific ones. Americans use pounds to 
talk about their weight, and distances are 
calculated in miles. 
In Britain, the imperial system has officially 
been replaced by the metric system, based 
on the kilogram, liter, and meter. However, 
older people still use imperial terms and de¬ 
scribe their weight in stones and pounds, 
and distances are still shown in miles and 
kilometers on maps. 
The US and British imperial systems have 
different quantities for ounces, pints, and 
gallons (the British measures are about 20% 
larger). 

imperialism [im'pisrializm] n the system by 
which one country controls other, usually 
weaker countries for its own purposes □ cul¬ 
tural imperialism. 

imperialist [im'piaristast] o adj [regime, ruler, 
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idea] see imperialism, o « a person who be¬ 

lieves in or is responsible for imperialism, 

imperil [im'perol] (US pt & pp imperiled, cont 
imperiling, GB pt & pp imperilled, cont imperil¬ 
ling) vt [life, project] to put <sb/sthg> in dan¬ 

ger (formal use). 

imperious [im'piarias] adj [manner, voice, per¬ 

son] that demands attention or obedience, 

impersonal [im'p3irsn3l] adj -1. [person, manner, 

letter] that does not show any emotions or 

personal feelings □ The letter should be as Im¬ 
personal as possible. -2. [place, atmosphere] 

where people feel they are not treated as in¬ 

dividuals □ It was a large impersonal building. 
-3. grammar an impersonal verb a verb that is 

only used after “there” or “it” and that has 

no subject, as in “It is snowing.” ■ an im¬ 
personal pronoun a pronoun that does not 

refer to a person or object, e.g. “it” in the 

sentence “It is going to rain.” 

impersonate [im'pai'ssneit] vt -1. to copy the 

behavior and appearance of <sb> in order to 

amuse people □ Janet started her stage career 
impersonating well-known public figures. -2. to 

pretend to be <sb> in order to deceive peo¬ 

ple o Stevens was arrested for impersonating a 
police officer. 

impersonation [imtp3irs3'neifn] «: see imper¬ 
sonate □ You should see her impersonation of 
Madonna! ■ to do impersonations to imper¬ 
sonate famous people in order to amuse 
people. 

impersonator [im'p3irsaneitar] n a person who 
impersonates famous people to amuse an 
audience. 

impertinence [im'padtnansj n behavior that 

one thinks is rude and disrespectful □ I've 
never come across such impertinence before! 

impertinent [im'p3irtn3nt] adj [person, remark, 

behavior] that one thinks is rude and disre¬ 

spectful □ Don't be impertinent! 

imperturbable [,imp3r't3irb3bl] adj [person] 

who is calm and is not easily upset by prob¬ 

lems □ He gave his usual imperturbable smile. 

impervious [im'p3irvj3s] adj to be impervious 
to sthg [to criticism, new ideas] not to be influ¬ 

enced or changed by sthg □ I'm not impervi¬ 
ous to flattery, you know. 

impetuous [im'petjuas] adj Iperson] who acts 

too quickly and without thinking about the 

possible consequences □ / admit I was rather 
impetuous as a young man. 

impetus ['impatas] « -1. an influence that en¬ 

courages something to develop more quickly 

□ A fresh injection of cash will give us the im¬ 
petus we need. □ With all the media coverage it's 
getting, the movement is gaining impetus. 
-2. physics the force with which an object 

moves. 

impinge [im'pind3] vi to impinge on sthg to 
have an effect on sthg, usually limiting it in 

some way □ The new laws will in no way im¬ 
pinge on people's freedom of speech. 

impish [’impij] adj [person, behavior, grin] that 

makes one think of a naughty playful child, 

implacable [im'plaekabl] adj [opponent, hatred] 

that cannot be changed or made less ex¬ 
treme. 

implant [n US 'impkent, GB -'plaint, vb US 
im'plaent, GB -'plaint] o n something, such as 
tissue, that is placed in somebody's body in 
a medical operation □ a breast implant □ hair 
implants, o vt -1. to implant sthg in or into sb 

[idea, feeling, attitude] to fix sthg very firmly in 
sb □ These prejudices were implanted in people's 
minds by years of propaganda. -2. [tissue, 

electrode] to put <sthg> in somebody’s body 
in a medical operation. 

implausible [un'pbizabl] adj [stop/, theory] that 
is difficult to believe because it is very un¬ 
usual or seems unlikely to be true □ It seems 
highly implausible that no one saw her leave. 

implement [n 'implamant, vb 'implament] On a 
small piece of equipment □ farm implements. 
o vt [suggestion, policy, law] to put <sthg> 
into practice □ This is our last chance before the 
new law is implemented. 

implementation [.implamen'teij'n] n [of a sug¬ 

gestion, policy, law] see implement, 

implicate ['impbkeit] vf [person] to show that 
<sb> is involved in something, especially in 
a crime □ The new evidence implicates you in 
the fraud. 

implication [.impb'keijn] n -1. [of a person] see 
implicate □ The senator's implication in the affair 
Is likely to cause problems. -2. a possible con¬ 
sequence of an action or decision □ It took 
him a moment to realize the full implications of 
what he had said. ■ by implication by indirect 
suggestion. 

implicit [im'plisat] adj -1. [meaning, acknowledg¬ 

ment, criticism] that is suggested or under¬ 
stood but not stated direcdy □ Implicit in his 
statement was a condemnation of the director's 
conduct. -2. [faith, belief, trust] that is complete 
and not doubted □ The governor had the implic¬ 
it confidence of his staff. 

implicitly [im'plisatli] adv [criticize, believe] see 
implicit □ / trusted Anne implicitly. 

implied [im'plaid] adj [criticism, rejection] that is 
suggested but not expressed directly □ There 
was an implied threat in what she had said. 

implode [im'ploud] vi to collapse or burst in¬ 
ward. 

implore [im'pb:r] vt to beg <sb> to do some¬ 
thing or to change their mind about some¬ 
thing □ Don't do it, I implore you! 

imply [im'plai] (ft 8z pp implied) vt -1. to imply 

that... to suggest that something is true 
without stating it directly □ Are you implying 
that I've made a mistake? -2. [responsibility, 

need] to make it seem that <sthg> is a likely 
or necessary result □ What does this imply for 
future relations between the two countries? 

impolite [.impa'lait] adj [person, behavior, re¬ 

mark] that one finds rude □ It would be impo¬ 
lite to refuse. 

imponderable [im'pDndarabl] adj [question, law, 

force] whose importance is difficult to guess 
or measure. 

♦ imponderables npl things that are impon¬ 
derable □ There are too many imponderables. 
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import [n 'impo/t, vt im'po:rt] o n -1. business a 
product or service brought into a country 
from another country □ Imports are down on 
last year. -2. the import of sthg [of a speech, 

document] the meaning that is contained in 
sthg (formal use). -3. of great/little etc import 

very/not very etc important (formal use), 

o vt -1. [goods, produce! to bring <sthg> into 
a country from another country □ These cars 
are imported from Europe. -2. [ideas, values, 

word] to bring <sthg> into a system or soci¬ 
ety from outside. -3. computing [file, docu¬ 

ment] to transfer <data> from one type of 
software into a type that one can use. 

importance [im'po:rtns] « the value or signifi¬ 
cance of something □ Don't worry, it's of no 
great importance. □ It's a matter of some Impor¬ 
tance. 

important [im'poitnt] adj -1. [meeting, work, 

day] that is special or necessary and likely to 
have serious effects, e.g. on one’s life □ 
What's important is that you keep a detailed rec¬ 
ord of events. □ It's important for you all to know 
this. □ She said it was important to get plenty of 
rest. □ This contract is very important to me. 
-2. [person, country, organization) that has a lot 
of power or influence □ He's not as important 
as he'd like to think he is. □ She's something im¬ 
portant in retail management. 

importantly [im'poitntli] adv more importantly 

a phrase used to introduce and emphasize 
the second part of an argument or explana¬ 
tion □ The children are healthy now but, more 
importantly, they're happy. 

importation [,impo:r'teiJ'n] n a product, service 
etc that is imported; the act of importing 
something □ restrictions on the importation of 
manufactured goods. 

imported [im'padtad] adj [produce, fashion) that 
has been brought into a country from an¬ 
other country; [ideas, values, word] that has 
been brought into a system or society from 
outside □ Imported goods are heavily taxed. 

importer [imlpo:rt3r] n a person, company, or 
country that buys goods or services from 
another country to use or sell them in their 
own country □ a coffee/wine importer. 

import licence « in Britain, a license that 
somebody must get before they can bring 
certain goods into the country to sell them. 

impose [im'pouz] o vr [discipline, beliefs, limit] 

to force somebody or something to accept 
<sthg> □ They've imposed further tax increases 
on the electorate. □ / won't allow you to impose 
your ideas on my child, o vi to cause inconven¬ 
ience to somebody □ / wouldn't want to im¬ 
pose on you. □ / hope I'm not imposing in any 
way. 

imposing [im'pouzir)] adj [person, building] that 
is impressive in appearance, and is usually 
taller or larger than normal □ The general was 
an imposing figure. 

imposition [.impa'zifn] « -1. [of beliefs, a limit] 

see impose. -2. [on a person] something that is 
expected of somebody but may not be con¬ 
venient for them □ / know it's a bit of an impo¬ 

sition, but could you watch the kids for ten min¬ 
utes? 

impossibility [im.pDsa'bilati] {pi impossibilities) 
n: see impossible □ It's an absolute impossibility. 

impossible [im'pDsabl] o adj -1. [task, dream] 

that one feels cannot be achieved □ It's an 
impossible goal. -2. [situation, person] that is 
very difficult to deal with □ He's quite impos¬ 
sible! -3. [event, story] that one thinks is un¬ 
likely or unbelievable □ But that's impossible! 
o n to do the impossible to succeed in doing 
something that is very difficult, 

imposter us, impostor [im'pDst3r] n a person 
who claims to be somebody else in order to 
get something they want □ This woman is an 
imposter! 

impotence [’impatans] n -1. the inability of a 
man to have sex because he cannot get an 
erection □ Depression can be a cause of impo¬ 
tence. -2. a lack of power and influence over 
people or events □ a feeling of impotence in the 
face of overwhelming bureaucracy. 

impotent ['impatsnt] adj -1. [man] who is un¬ 
able to have sex because he cannot get an 
erection. -2. [person, government] that has no 
power to influence people or events □ / felt 
utterly impotent to help. 

impound [im'paund] vt [goods, carl to legally 
take <sthg> away from somebody and keep 
it until they are allowed to collect it. 

impoverished [im'pDvariJ't] adj -1. [country, 

people] that has been made very poor □ his 
impoverished relations. -2. [imagination, language] 

that has become worse in quality □ the im¬ 
poverished state of modern literature. 

impracticable [im'prasktikabl] adj [idea, plan] 

that is impossible to do □ It's completely im¬ 
practicable. 

impractical [im'praektikl] adj [idea, suggestion, 

plan] that is not sensible or easy to carry out; 
[person] who is not good at dealing sensibly 
with ordinary practical problems or tasks □ 
John's highly intelligent but totally impractical. 

imprecise [pmpri'sais] adj [term, idea] that is 
not clear or exact □ The details of the contract 
are still very imprecise. 

impregnable [im'pregnabl] adj [fortress, de¬ 

fenses] that is very strong and impossible to 
attack successfully. 

impregnate [im'pregneit] vt -1. to make a sub¬ 
stance spread through <sthg> □ A small pad 
impregnated with chloroform was used as an an¬ 
esthetic. -2. to make <a woman or female 
animal> pregnant (technical use), 

impresario [.impra'sairioo] (pi impresarios) n a 
person who organizes theatrical or musical 
performances. 

impress [im'pres] o vt -1. to cause <sb> to 
admire and respect one’s abilities, achieve¬ 
ments, appearance etc □ / was really impressed 
by her application. -2. to impress sthg on sb to 
make sb understand the importance of sthg 
□ / tried to impress on her the need for absolute 
discretion, o vi to impress somebody with 
one’s abilities, achievements etc □ / often sing 
that song at parties — it never fails to impress. 
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impression [im'prefn] n -1. [on a person] the ef¬ 
fect that a person, an event etc has on 
somebody □ Try to create a good impression. • 
to make an impression to have a strong, 
usually positive, effect on somebody □ It 
made quite an impression on me, I must say. 
-2. [of a person, situation] what one thinks 
about somebody or something □ / don't want 
you to get the wrong impression. □ / have the dis¬ 
tinct impression she's annoyed, m to be under 
the impression (that)... to believe, especially 
wrongly, (that)... □ / was under the impression 
(that) you weren't coming. -3. [of somebody's ap¬ 
pearance, behavior] an imitation of a famous 
person’s appearance and way of speaking 
and behaving that is intended to amuse and 
entertain people □ He does a very good impres¬ 
sion of James Cagney. -4. [on a surface] a mark 
left by the pressure of something on the sur¬ 
face of a stamp, book etc o the impressions of 
his boots in the sand. 

impressionable [im’prefnabl] adj [person] who 
is easily influenced □ He's at that impression¬ 
able age. 

Impressionism [im'prejnizam] n a style of 
painting, developed in France between 1870 
and 1900, that is concerned with showing 
the effects of light on a subject rather than 
with giving clear and precise detail, 

impressionist [im'prej'nast] « a person who 
imitates the appearance, speech, and behav¬ 
ior of well-known people to entertain other 
people. 

♦ Impressionist o adj [painting, art, painter] 
that uses the style of Impressionism, o n a 
person who painted according to the ideas 
of Impressionism in the late 19th century, 

impressive [im'presiv] adj [performer, achieve¬ 
ment, building] that impresses one because it 
is very well done, very large, important etc 
□ Her list of contacts was pretty impressive. 

imprint [« 'imprint, vt im'print] n -1. a mark 
left on something by an object pressing 
down on it □ the imprint of a tire in the mud. 
-2. a name used by a publishing company, 
printed at the front of a book □ published by 
Larousse under the Chambers imprint. 

imprinted [im'printad] adj to be imprinted on 
one's mind or memory to have made a strong 
impression on one and be difficult to forget 
□ That day will be forever imprinted on my mind. 

imprison [im'pnzn] vt to put <sb> in prison □ 
They've been imprisoned here for 20 years. 

imprisonment [im'priznmant] « a period of 
time spent in prison □ Both men were sen¬ 
tenced to ten years' imprisonment. 

improbable [im'prDbabl] adj -1. [story, excuse, 
ending] that is unlikely to be true or to hap¬ 
pen □ It seems highly improbable that he could 
have done it on his own. -2. [outfit, hat, machine] 
that looks strange or ridiculous, 

impromptu [im'prDmptiu:] adj [party, meeting, 
speech] that happens without being planned 
in advance. 

improper [im'propa1] adj -1. [conduct, dealings] 
illegal or dishonest □ They were accused of 
making improper use of state funds. -2. [sugges¬ 

tion, behavior] that seems rude and shocking 
in a particular situation □ That was rather im¬ 
proper of you, asking a question like that. 

impropriety fimpra'praiatr] n illegal or socially 
unacceptable behavior. 

improve [im'pruiv] o vi -1. [weather, one's 
chances, one's health] to become better □ The 
standard of students has improved greatly over 
the past year. -2. to improve oneself to in¬ 
crease one’s knowledge or qualifications by 
studying, o vt [conditions, one's performance, 
one's chances] to make <sthg> better □ How 
can I improve my Spanish? 

♦ improve on, improve upon vt fus to im¬ 
prove on or upon sthg to produce something 
better or of higher value than sthg that al¬ 
ready exists □ How can we improve on last 
year's results7 □ DRI improved on the offer made 
by its rival. 

improved [im'pruivd] adj [product, conditions, re¬ 
lations] better than before □ the new, improved 
public transportation system. 

improvement [im'pruivmsnt] « -1. the act of 
improving something, or the state of being 
improved □ There's been no improvement in the 
weather so far. □ It's a vast improvement on last 
year's pay deal. -2. a change made to a build¬ 
ing, room etc in order to make it more at¬ 
tractive or comfortable □ home improvements. 

improvisation [us im.prDva'zeifn, gb ^mpra- 
vai'zeifn] n: see improvise □ He played an 
improvisation on "Yesterday." 

improvise ['impravaiz] o vt [shelter, meal] to 
make <sthg> using whatever is available, 
because one does not have the proper ma¬ 
terials or equipment □ We had to improvise a 
sofa out of an old bed and some cushions, o vi 
[musician, actor] to produce words or music 
that has not been written down before or 
prepared beforehand □ The cast was encour¬ 
aged to improvise rather than use a script. 

imprudent [im'pruidnt] adj [behavior, person, re¬ 
mark] that one thinks is not sensible □ It 
would be imprudent to talk of future plans. 

impudence ['impjadans] n: see impudent □ And 
he had the impudence to complainl 

impudent ['impjadsnt] adj [person, remark] that 
one thinks is rude and disrespectful □ You 
impudent little brat! 

impugn [im'pjuin] vt [honesty, claim] to criticize 
<sthg> by suggesting that it is false or dis¬ 
honest (formal use). 

impulse ['impAls] n -1. [in a person] a sudden 
strong desire to do something. ■ to do sthg 
on impulse to do sthg because of a sudden 
strong desire and without planning it □ / 
bought it on impulse. -2. [in a nerve, wire] an 
electrical signal that is sent through a nerve 
or wire, or through the air □ These impulses 
are then sent to the brain. 

impulse buying [-banrj] n the act of buying 
goods on impulse. 

impulsive [im'pAlsiv] adj [person] who does 
things suddenly without thinking about the 
consequences. 

impunity [im'pjuinati] n with impunity without 
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being punished □ The main offenders go about 
their business with relative impunity. 

impure [im'pjo3r] adj -1. [substance] that is not 
pure, because it is mixed with another sub¬ 
stance □ This is an example of the chemical in its 
impure state. -2. [thought, act, person] that is 
connected with sex and considered immoral. 

impurity [im'pjusrati] (pi impurities) « a sub¬ 
stance that is present in another substance 
and that makes it less strong, valuable etc □ 
This process should remove all impurities. 

IMRO [ imroo] (abbr of Investment Management 
Regulatory Organization) « a British organiza¬ 
tion that controls the activities of merchant 
banks and the managers of pension funds. 

in [in] o prep -1. it’s in a box/bag/drawer it is 
enclosed by a box/bag/drawer, so that it 
cannot be seen from the outside □ What have 
you got in your mouth? □ / found it in the pocket 
of my raincoat. -2. used to indicate the place 
where something or somebody is or where 
something happens □ He's in the bedroom/ 
garden. □ They met in Paris/the States. □ Our 
head office is in Tokyo. -3. to be in a suit/dress 
to be wearing a suit/dress □ She was still in 
her nightclothes. □ She was dressed in white. 
-4. to be in a book/movie to appear in a 
book/movie □ I read it in today's paper. □ His 
name is mentioned in Chapter 2. ■ to be in a 
race/play to take part in a race/play □ I'm 
running in the New York Marathon. -5. to arrive 
in the morning/the afternoon/January to ar¬ 
rive at some point during the moming/the 
aftemoon/January □ We're getting married in 
June. □ In 1921 she moved to Canada. □ Start 
feeding plants in late spring. -6. to meet in two 
hours/three weeks to meet after a period of 
two hours/three weeks is ended □ Hurry up, 
the park closes in ten minutes. □ I'll call you back 
in twenty minutes. -7. to do sthg in an hour/six 
months to take an hour/six months to do 
sthg □ He learned to type in two weeks. □ I'll be 
ready in five minutes. -8. we haven't seen each 
other in years/months several years/months 
have passed since the last time we met □ / 
haven't been out at all in the last week. -9. to go 
out in the rain/snow to go out while it is 
raining/snowing □ Don't stay out too long in 
the sun. ■ to be in danger/difficulty to be in a 
dangerous/difficult situation □ He's in trouble 
with the police. □ She died in poverty. □ The cas¬ 
tle was in ruins. -10. to speak in a loud/soft 
voice to speak loudly/softly. ■ to talk in 
English/French to use English/French to talk. 
■ to write in pencil/ink to use a pencil/ink to 
write with. -11. in my excitement/anger be¬ 
cause I was excited/angry □ She stared at me 
in amazement. -12. to be in business/politics 
to have business/politics as one’s work or 
career □ My son's in computers. □ / started out 
in publishing. ■ advances in science/medicine 
scientific/medical advances. -13. to be in 
love/pain to be feeling love/pain □ / could see 
she was in some distress. -14. to be in one's 
twenties [person] to be between 20 and 29 
years old □ The temperature was up in the for¬ 
ties. □ She retired in her late fifties. -15. to be in 
a line/row/circle to be arranged as a line/ 

row/circle. -16. to buy sthg in large/small 
quantities to buy large/small quantities of 
sthg. ■ people came in large numbers/in their 
thousands large numbers/thousands of peo¬ 
ple came □ Fans were arriving in droves. -17. to 
be three yards in length/width to be three 
yards long/wide. -18. one in ten people one 
person out of every group of ten. ■ a tax of 
15 cents in the dollar a tax that takes 15 
cents from every dollar that is earned. 
-19. used after superlatives □ She’s the tallest 
girl in her class. □ It's the longest river in the 
world. 

O adv -1. to put sthg in to put sthg inside a 
container □ He opened the oven door and put 
the pie in. -2. to look/go in to look/go into a 
room, building, or car □ It started raining and 
we all went in. ■ come in! used to give some¬ 
body permission to come into one's office, 
bedroom etc. -3. to stay/be in [person] to 
stay/be at home or the place where one 
works □ She's not in right now. □ You're never 
in when I call. -4. to be in [train, boat, plane] to 
have arrived □ Is the ferry in yet? -5. the tide is 
coming in the sea is coming toward the 
shore and covering it. -6. phrases to be in for 
sthg to be about to experience sthg, usually 
something bad □ He's in for a shock! □ We're 
in for some nasty weather. ■ to be in on sthg to 
know about sthg secret and be included in it 
□ Who else is in on this? 

o adj to be in to be fashionable □ Short skirts 
are in again. 

♦ ins npl the ins and outs of sthg all the facts 
and details about sthg □ I'm interested in the 
deal, but I'd like to know more about the ins and 
outs of it. 

♦ in all adv in total □ In all I'd say there must 
have been fifty people there. 

♦ in that conj used to explain the previous 
statement □ It might be difficult in that we're 
away all that week. 

in. abbr of inch. 

IN abbr of Indiana. 

inability [.ina’bilsti] n the state of not being 
able to do something □ He was surprised at 
his friend's inability to deal with the situation. 

inaccessible [.inak'sessbl] adj -1. [village, house, 

area] that is impossible to reach □ The cove is 
inaccessible by road. -2. [movie, book, music] 

that is very difficult for most people to en¬ 
joy or understand □ This kind of humor is inac¬ 
cessible to people from other cultures. 

inaccuracy [in'aekjsrasi] (pi inaccuracies) n -1. 
[of a statement, report, figure] see inaccurate □ 
They apologized for the inaccuracy of their article. 
-2. a mistake or something that is not en¬ 
tirely correct □ There were several inaccuracies 
in the text. 

inaccurate [in'aekjarst] adj [statement, report, 

figure] that is not completely correct □ These 
statistics are wildly inaccurate. 

inaction [in'sekfn] n the failure of somebody 
to do something to deal with a situation □ 
political inaction. 

inactive [in'aektiv] adj [person, animal] that does 
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very little or nothing □ The movement re¬ 
mained inactive for several years. 

inactivity binaek'tivati] «s[of a person, animal] a 
lack of movement or action □ after months of 
inactivity. 

inadequacy [m'aedikwasi] {pi inadequacies) n: 
see inadequate □ the inadequacy of funding □ 
feelings of inadequacy. 

inadequate [in'aedikwat] adj -1. [supplies, fund¬ 

ing] not enough in amount for a particular 
purpose; [equipment, excuse] not good 
enough for a particular purpose □ The sum of 
money offered is inadequate for our needs. □ 
There's inadequate cover for troops to attack on 
the ground. □ Their response to the problem was 
inadequate. -2. to feel inadequate [person] to 
feel unable to deal with particular situations 
or circumstances, especially because one 
thinks that one does not have certain skills, 
qualities etc □ He felt inadequate to deal with 
such a serious case. 

inadmissible [jnsd'missbl] adj inadmissible evi¬ 
dence evidence that cannot be used in a 
court of law. 

inadvertently [lin3d'v3:rtnth] adv in a way that 
is not intentional □ Cooper inadvertently gave 
away his whereabouts to the police. 

inadvisable [.insd'vaizabl] adj to be inadvisable 
not to be a sensible thing to do because of 
possible risks □ It would be inadvisable to set 
off in this weather. 

inalienable [in'eilisnabl] adj an inalienable right 
a right that cannot be taken away (formal 
use). 

inane [r'nein] adj [remark, act] that one thinks 
is silly and without purpose or meaning □ 
His inane comments drove me crazy! 

inanely [fneinli] adv [grin, smile] see inane □ He 
grinned inanely at her. 

inanimate [in'aemmst] adj [object] not living, 

inanity [I'naenati] tr. see inane □ The inanity of 
their humor started to get on my nerves. 

inapplicable [in'aeplikabl] adj [rule, question] 

that is not relevant to a particular subject or 
situation □ The rule is inapplicable in this case. 

inappropriate [.ina'prouprist] adj [choice, time, 

remark] not suitable for a particular purpose 
or occasion □ It would be inappropriate to com¬ 
ment further on the situation. □ Sarah's behavior 
and appearance were totally inappropriate to what 
was basically a very formal event. □ The timing of 
the decision could not have been more inappropri¬ 
ate for us. 

inarticulate [,ina:r'tikj3l3t] adj -1. [person] who 
is not able to express ideas or feelings well 
in speech because they cannot think of the 
best or proper words to use. -2. [speech, 

sound] that is not well or clearly expressed, 

inasmuch [.inaz'mAtJ] ♦ inasmuch as conj a 
phrase used to introduce something that ex¬ 
plains what has just been said or that limits 
it in some way (formal use) □ We're satisfied 
with the decision inasmuch as it brings with it a 
degree of protection for our families. 

inattention [qna'tenfn] n a lack of attention or 
care □ His writing shows inattention to detail. 

inattentive [.ina'tentiv] adj [person] who does 
not pay attention when they are supposed to □ 
Your son has been tired and inattentive in class. 

inaudible [in'oidsbl] adj [sound, voice, person] 
that is not loud enough to be heard □ She 
spoke in a whisper that was almost inaudible. 

inaugural [I'noigjsrsl] adj [meeting, edition, 
speech] that marks the beginning of some¬ 
thing new □ The President's inaugural address 
was watched on TV by an audience of millions. 

inaugurate [I'noigjsreit] vt -1. [leader, president] 
to give <sb> an important position at an of¬ 
ficial ceremony □ The President will be inaugu¬ 
rated at a ceremony in the Winter Palace tomor¬ 
row. -2. [building, event] to open <sthg> with 
an official ceremony □ The Queen inaugurated 
the new museum. 

inauguration [qnorgja'reij'n] n: see inaugurate □ 
the inauguration ceremony. 

inauspicious [.inos'spijos] adj [event, beginning, 
day] that seems unlucky and makes one 
think that something will be unsuccessful, 

in-between adj [size, stage] that comes be¬ 
tween two other things □ Jamie’s at that in- 
between age. 

inboard ['inbo:rd] adj an inboard motor a mo¬ 
tor that is inside the main part of a boat in¬ 
stead of outside it. 

inborn [lmlbo:rn] adj [ability, mistrust] that a per¬ 
son has as part of their nature from birth or 
from an early age □ an inborn sense of social 
justice. 

inbound ['inbaund] adj US [flight, passenger] that 
is coming toward a place □ All inbound flights 
to JFK have been canceled. 

inbred [.in’bred] adj -1. [mistrust, liking, charm] 
that is part of a person’s nature from an ear¬ 
ly age □ an inbred dislike of authority. -2. [ani¬ 
mal, plant] that is produced by inbreeding, 

inbreeding ['inbriidirj] n the breeding of peo¬ 
ple, animals, or plants that are closely relat¬ 
ed □ Various mental defects can result from in- 
breeding. 

inbuilt [.in'bilt] adj -1. [device, mechanism] that 
is included as part of something when it is 
produced □ It’s got an inbuilt alarm. -2. [quality, 
defect] that is a basic part of something or 
somebody □ an inbuilt defense mechanism. 

inc. abbr of inclusive. 

Inc. abbr of incorporated, 

incalculable [in'kaelkjabbl] adj [damage, effect] 
that cannot be measured, usually because it 
is too great. 

incandescent [.inksn'desnt] adj [metal] that 
gives out a bright light when it is heated, 

incantation [.inkaen'teij'n] n words that are 
spoken or sung as a magic spell, 

incapable [in'keipabl] ad] -1. to be incapable of 
sthg to be unable to do sthg because one 
does not have the necessary ability or qual¬ 
ities □ He's incapable of deciding for himself. 
-2. [person] who is too weak or stupid to do 
something. 

incapacitate [.inka'paesateit] vt to weaken or 
injure <sb> so that they are unable to do 
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something □ He was totally Incapacitated by the 
accident. 

incapacitated [.inka'pssateitad] adj to be inca¬ 
pacitated [person] to be unable to function as 
normal, e.g. because of illness or injury □ I'm 
afraid Mr Jay is temporarily incapacitated.. 

incapacity [.mka'paesati] n a lack of ability or 
power to do something □ his incapacity for 
leadership. 

incapacity benefit n in Britain, money paid 
by the government to people who are too ill 
to work and who do not receive sick pay 
from an employer. 

incarcerate [in'ka:rsareit] vf to put <sb> in 
prison (formal use). 

incarceration [in.kai'sa'reij'n] tv. see incarcerate 
(formal use) □ a period of incarceration. 

incarnation [,inka:r'neijn] n -1. the incarnation 
of sthg [of beauty, evil] a person or thing that 
represents sthg to an extreme degree. -2. [of 

a person] one of several lives or existences 
that the same person has according to cer¬ 
tain religions □ in a previous incarnation. 

incendiary device [us in'sendieri-, gb -ian-] n a 
bomb that is designed to start a fire, 

incense [« 'insens, vt in'sens] o « a substance 
that is burned to give off a sweet smell, es¬ 
pecially during a religious ceremony, o vf to 
make <sb> very angry □ Commuters were in¬ 
censed by the latest price increase. 

incentive [in'sentiv] « a benefit or advantage 
that is offered to somebody to encourage 
them to do something □ Potential buyers are 
being offered tax incentives. □ He has no incen¬ 
tive to work harder. 

inception [in'sepjh] n the beginning of an or¬ 
ganization, activity etc (formal use) □ Since its 
inception, the paper has expanded and is now 
sold in a number of cities. 

jncpssant [in'sesnt] adj [noise, activity] that nev¬ 
er stops "is His incessant moaning started to an¬ 
noy me. 

incessantly [in'sesntli] adv [talk, complain, 

smoke] see incessant □ They argue incessantly. 

incest ['insest] n sex between two people in 
the same family who are too closely related 
to get married, e.g. between a brother and 
sister □ He had committed incest with his daugh¬ 
ter. 

incestuous [m'sestjoas] adj -1. [relationship, act] 

that involves incest □ an incestuous affair. 
-2. [group, relationship] that is not good be¬ 
cause the people involved are too close to 
one another □ It all seems rather incestuous to 

me. 
inch [intj] o n a unit (2.54 cm) for measuring 

length □ It's about six inches wide, o vi to 
move somewhere very slowly and carefully, 
usually because one has very little space or 
because one does not want to be noticed □ / 
inched toward the edge of the cliff. 

incidence ['insadans] n [of crime, a problem, ill¬ 

ness] the frequency with which something 
bad happens □ There is a higher incidence of 
burglary/leukemia in the area than at any time in 

the last ten years. 

incident ['insadant] tt -1. something that hap¬ 
pens which is unusual or unpleasant □ Let's 
forget the whole incident. □ The meeting went off 
without incident. -2. politics a minor event 
that could lead to a more serious dispute be¬ 
tween two countries □ a frontier/diplomatic in¬ 
cident. 

incidental [.insi'dentl] adj that exists or takes 
place in connection with something else 
which is much more important □ The meet¬ 
ing is incidental to the main talks, which start to¬ 
morrow. 

incidentally [.insi'dentli] adv a word used to 
add new information or to introduce a new 
subject of conversation □ Incidentally, did you 
finish that report? 

incidental music n the music played in the 
background in a movie, play etc. 

incinerate [in'sinareit] vt to destroy <sthg> by 
burning it. 

incinerator [in'sinareitar] n a device for burn¬ 
ing rubbish in. 

incipient [in'sipiant] adj [revolt, decline] that is 
starting to happen or exist (formal use), 

incision [in'si3n] « a cut made in something, 
e.g. by a surgeon during an operation, 

incisive [in'saisiv] adj [person, comment, mind] 
that is clear and deals directly with the most 
important part of a subject □ Their criticisms 
were incisive and intelligent. 

incisor [in'saizar] n any of the teeth at the 
front of the mouth used for biting into food, 

incite [in'sait] vf [violence, riot] to cause or en¬ 
courage <sthg> to take place. ■ to incite sb 
to sthg/to do sthg to encourage sb to do 
sthg wrong or bad by making them angry or 
excited □ They were accused of inciting racial ha¬ 
tred. □ The killings incited people to take up arms 
and revolt. 

incitement [in'saitmant] n the act of encourag¬ 
ing a particular action or feeling, especially 
actions or feelings that are wrong or bad □ 
His words were seen as an incitement to 
violence/murder. 

incl. abbr of including. 

inclement [in'klemant] adj [weather, conditions] 
stormy or cold (formal use), 

inclination [.lnkh'neij’n] « -1. a desire to do 
something d / have no inclination to go whatso¬ 
ever. □ / came more by chance than by inclina¬ 
tion. -2. a tendency that somebody has to do 
something, especially because they have a 
particular kind of character □ He has an incli¬ 
nation to be lazy. 

incline [n 'inklain, vb m'klain] O it a slope □ a 
sharp incline, o vf to bend cone's head> for¬ 
ward. 

inclined [in’klaind] adj -1. artistically/politically 
etc inclined [person] who has an interest or 
ability in art/politics etc □ I'm not really that 
way Inclined. -2. to be inclined to do sthg to be 
likely to do sthg, usually because of one’s 
personality □ He's inclined to worry. -3. I'm in¬ 
clined to agree/disagree etc my natural reac¬ 
tion is to agree/disagree etc, though I do not 
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feel it very strongly (formal use) □ I'd be in¬ 
clined to resign, if I were in your position. 

include [in'kluid] vt -1. to contain <sb/sthg> 

as one of its parts □ The price includes sales 
tax. -2. to make <sb/sthg> part of a larger 

group or set of things or people □ Don't for¬ 
get to include the check. □ They never include me 
in their discussions. 

included [in'kluidsd] adj a word used to show 

that somebody or something is part of 

something else being talked about □ 'Batte¬ 
ries not included' □ Everybody went, myself in¬ 
cluded. 

including [in'kluidirj] prep a word used to 

show that somebody or something is part 

of, or an example of, something that is be¬ 

ing talked about □ There are eight members, in¬ 
cluding the President of the USA and the British 
Prime Minister. 

inclusion [in'klu:3n] « the act of making some¬ 

body or something part of a larger group □ 
Franklin's inclusion in the team comes as a sur¬ 
prise. 

inclusive [in'kluisiv] adj [price, list] that in¬ 

cludes all the items mentioned □ I'll be away 
from the 3rd to the 9th inclusive. □ $147 inclusive 
of postage and handling. 

incognito [.inkDg'nfitou] adv [travel, remain] 

with one's identity hidden or one’s appear¬ 

ance disguised so that one is not recognized 

or known by other people □ Richardson is be¬ 
lieved to have turned up at the lunch incognito. 

incoherent [.inkou'hiarant] adj -1. [person] who 

expresses ideas in a way that is difficult to 

understand, especially because they are ill, 

drunk, or very angry □ She was so angry she 
was practically incoherent. -2. [story, argument] 

that has parts that do not go together in a 

logical way □ It was an incoherent speech with 
no dear message. 

income ['irjkAm] « the money that a person or 

country earns or receives because of work, 

business etc □ They have a joint income of 
$60,000 a year. □ The number of families on a 
low income has risen again. 

incomes policy n GB an economic policy that 

aims to control inflation by limiting in¬ 

creases in the amount of money that people 
earn. 

income support n GB an amount of money 

paid by the state to people with no income 

or a very low income who cannot claim 

other benefits such as unemployment ben¬ 
efit. 

income tax n the tax that a person pays to 

the state and that is a percentage of the 

amount of money they earn. 

incoming ['inkAmir)] adj -1. [mail, report, phone 

call] that a person, company etc receives □ 
Please hold all incoming calls. -2. [plane, flight] 

that is coming toward a place □ All incoming 
flights are subject to delay. -3. [government, offi¬ 

cial] that has just been elected or given a 
particular job □ the incoming President. -4. 
[tide, wave] that is coming toward the shore 
□ They were cut off by the incoming tide. 

incommunicado finkamjuim'kardou] adv to be 
kept incommunicado [person] to be kept in a 
place or state in which one is not allowed 
to communicate with other people □ Sara's 
been incommunicado for a while. 

incomparable [in'kDmparabl] adj [skill, beauty, 

stupidity] so great that nothing can be com¬ 
pared with it. 

incompatible [.inksm'paetabl] adj -1. [people] 

who are not suited, because they are too 
different from each other □ They divorced be¬ 
cause they were basically incompatible. -2. [de¬ 

mands, roles] that are not able to be success¬ 
fully combined □ Such a position is incompat¬ 
ible with her responsibilities as a political repre¬ 
sentative. -3. [computers, systems] that are not 
designed to be linked or used together, 

incompetence [in'kDmpatans] tv. see incompe¬ 
tent o He left the company amid accusations of 
incompetence and mismanagement. 

incompetent [in'kompatant] adj [doctor, driver] 

who is not able to do their job properly □ ,4s 

a manager he's totally incompetent. 

incomplete [.inkam'plht] adj [set, story, list] not 
complete □ It's incomplete without the final vol¬ 
ume. 

incomprehensible [in.kmnpn'henssbl] adj [ac¬ 

tion, behavior, speech] that is impossible to 
understand □ / found the whole play completely 
incomprehensible. 

inconceivable [.inkan’sfivabl] adj that is im¬ 
possible to believe or imagine □ To give up 
now would be inconceivable. □ It is inconceivable 
that someone can have entered the palace and 
left without being seen. 

inconclusive [.inksn'klursiv] adj [meeting, evi¬ 

dence, outcome] that does not lead to a defi¬ 
nite decision or result □ The findings of the re¬ 
port have proved inconclusive. 

incongruous [in'koggruas] adj Iperson, clothing, 

act] that seems strange and out of place in a 
particular situation, often in an amusing 
way □ The painting looked slightly incongruous in 
its new setting. 

inconsequential [in.kDnsi'kwenJI] adj [event, 
person] that is not important. 

inconsiderable kinksn'sidarsbl] adj not incon¬ 
siderable fairly large □ a not inconsiderable 
amount of money. 

inconsiderate [.inkan'sidarst] adj [person, atti¬ 

tude] that does not show consideration for 
people’s feelings, needs etc □ It was so incon¬ 
siderate of you to just leave us there! 

inconsistency [.inksn'sistansi] (pi inconsisten¬ 
cies) n -1. [of a person, performance, account] 

see inconsistent □ The coach blames his team's 
inconsistency on injury problems. -2. something 
that says the opposite of something else so 
that they cannot both be right or true □ His 
story was full of inconsistencies. 

inconsistent [.inkan'sistsnt] adj -1. [person] 

who behaves in a particular situation some-, 
times in one way and sometimes in a very 
different way. -2. [performance, effort, work] 

that changes in quality, being sometimes 
good and sometimes bad. -3. [translation, ac- 
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count] that contains parts that do not agree 
with one another □ These statements are in¬ 
consistent. □ The Secretary's decision is incon¬ 
sistent with his earlier statements. 

inconsolable [.mksn'soulabl] adj [person] who 
is too sad to be comforted □ The victim's wife 
was inconsolable after hearing the verdict. 

inconspicuous [.inkan'spikjuas] adj [person, 

clothes] not easily noticed □ / tried to make my 
entrance as inconspicuous as possible. 

incontinence [in'kontansns] n the inability of 
somebody to control their bowels or blad¬ 
der □ incontinence pads. 

incontinent [in'krintanant] adj [person] who is 
unable to control their bowels or bladder, 

incontrovertible [,mkDntr3'v3:rt3bl] adj [evi¬ 
dence, fact] that is true and cannot be shown 
to be false. 

inconvenience [.inksn'viinjans] o- « difficulty 

caused by something that interferes with 

one's plans or activities □ We would like to 
apologize for any inconvenience caused by this 
delay. □ / don't want to put you to any Inconven¬ 
ience. o vt to cause inconvenience to <sb> □ 
We hope the noise from the building work will 
not inconvenience you too much. 

inconvenient fiinksn'vimjsnt] adj [time, date, ar¬ 

rangement] that causes difficulty because it 

does not suit one’s plans □ / can change the 
date if Friday is inconvenient for you. □ Have I 
called at an inconvenient time? 

incorporate [in'kokpareit] vt -1. to incorporate 
sthg in or into sthg to make sthg part of sthg 

larger □ We'd already Incorporated that sugges¬ 
tion into our plans. -2. to include or contain 

<sthg> as one of its parts □ The new designs 
Incorporate daycare facilities. 

incorporated [in'kokpareitad] adj business a 

word used to show that a company has 

been legally formed into a corporation □ an 
incoporated company. 

incorporation [in.koi'pa'reifn] « -1. [of a sug¬ 

gestion, of facilities] see incorporate. -2. business 

[of a company] the act of making a company 
part of a larger group. 

incorrect [pnka'rekt] adj [assumption, total! that 
can be shown to be wrong □ The information I 
gave you was incorrect. 

incorrigible [in'kDrid33bl] adj [person] who is 
bad in some way and will never change, but 
whom one finds slightly amusing at the 
same time □ He's an incorrigible liar I 

incorruptible [.inka'rAptabl] adj [official, politi¬ 

cian] who is too honest to be persuaded or 
bribed to do something they should not do. 

increase [« 'igkriis, vb irj'kriis] o « a rise in the 
degree, amount, or number of something □ a 

huge increase in overseas trade □ an increase of 
15% □ a tax increase. ■ to be on the increase 
to be becoming more frequent or common □ 
Crime is on the increase again, o vt [price, out¬ 

put, speed] to make <sthg> greater in 
amount; [anxiety, efforts] to make <sthg> 
more intense □ The reports only increased 
speculation in the press about the divorce, o vi 
[price, unemployment] to become greater in 

amount; [anxiety, pain] to become more in¬ 
tense; [tendency, problem] to become more 
common □ Inflation has increased at an alarming 
rate in recent years. 

increased [ig'kriist] adj [efficiency, speculation, 

demand] that is larger in amount or size than 
before □ increased trade and foreign aid. 

increasing [irj'kriisig] adj [unemployment, crime 

rate! that is becoming greater in amount; 
[anxiety, concern] that is becoming more in¬ 
tense; [tendency, use] that is becoming more 
common □ an increasing tendency among young 
people not to vote. 

increasingly [ig'kriisigli] adv more and more □ 
It's getting increasingly difficult to find good staff. 
□ Increasingly, companies are issuing short-term 
contracts. 

incredible [in'kredabl] adj -1. [car, victory] that 
one thinks is very good or impressive (infor¬ 
mal use) □ They live in the most incredible house. 
-2. [amount of money! that is very large (infor¬ 
mal use) □ They spent incredible sums of money 
doing up the house. -3. [story, achievement, coin¬ 

cidence] that one finds difficult to believe □ 
That's incredible! 

incredulous [in'kredsabs] adj [person] who can¬ 
not believe something because they think it is 
so surprising or unlikely □ Everyone was 
incredulous at the news of her resignation. 

increment ['irjkramsnt] n an increase in one’s 
salary that happens regularly, e.g. once a 
year □ a yearly increment of 3%. 

incriminate [in'krimineit] vt to make <sb> ap¬ 
pear responsible for a crime □ You're going to 
end up incriminating yourself even further. 

incriminating [in'krimineitig] adj [evidence, tes¬ 

timony] that makes somebody appear respon¬ 
sible for a crime □ The DNA tests are highly in¬ 
criminating. 

incubate ['igkjabeit] o vt to keep <an egg> 
warm until the young bird inside it is ready 
to come out. o vi -1. [egg] to stay warm un¬ 
til the young bird inside it is ready to come 
out. -2. medicine [infection, virus) to be present 
in somebody’s body before developing into 
a disease □ Cold germs take several days to in¬ 
cubate. 

incubation [.igkja'beifn] n [of an egg, infection] 

see incubate □ the incubation period for cholera. 

incubator ['iqkjabeit3r] n a piece of equipment 
in a hospital in which small and weak 
babies are kept until they become stronger. 

inculcate [in'kAlkeit] vt to fix <sthg> in some¬ 
body’s mind by saying it very often (formal 
use) □ The school aims to inculcate moral values 
in its pupils or to inculcate its pupils with moral 
values. 

incumbent [in'kAmbant] (formal use) O adj -1. 

to be incumbent on or upon sb to do sthg to 
be sb’s duty or responsibility to do sthg □ It 
is incumbent on senior politicians to set an exam¬ 
ple for the rest of the party. -2. the incumbent 
president/mayor etc the current president/ 
mayor etc. on a person who has a particu¬ 
lar job, especially an official one □ the pres¬ 
ent incumbent, Revd. Hodgson. 
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incur [in'k3:r] (pt &t pp incurred, cont incurring) 
vf [loss, expenses] to experience <sthg un¬ 
pleasant as a result of one’s actions □ The 
company had incurred serious losses on the stock 
market. ■ to incur sb's wrath to make sb very 
angry □ The rider has incurred the wrath of the 
racing establishment. 

incurable [in'kjuarabl] adj -1. [disease, illness] 

that is impossible to cure □ She's suffering 
from an incurable form of the disease. -2. an in¬ 
curable optimist/romantic a person who is 
very optimistic/romantic and will never 
change in this way. 

incursion [in'k3:r3n] « an unexpected entrance 
by somebody or something into a place 
where they do not usually belong □ There 
have been a number of incursions into enemy ter¬ 
ritory. 

indebted [in'detodj adj to be indebted to sb to 
be very grateful to sb for their help □ I'm 
greatly or deeply Indebted to you for everything 
you've done. 

indecency [m'diisnsi] n [of a joke, suggestion, 

somebody's behavior] see indecent, 

indecent [in'diisnt] adj -1. [joke, suggestion, be¬ 

havior] that is offensive, usually in a sexual 
way □ an indecent proposal. -2. [speed, amount] 

that is not suitable or acceptable in a par¬ 
ticular situation o He remarried with indecent 
haste. 

indecent assault « a criminal sexual attack 
that takes place without the victim’s con¬ 
sent but is less serious than a rape, 

indecent exposure n the crime of deliberate¬ 
ly showing one’s sexual parts in a public 
place. 

indecipherable [.indi'saifarsbl] adj -1. [sig¬ 

nature, message, handwriting] that is impos¬ 
sible to read. -2. [look, reason] that one can¬ 
not understand. 

indecision [.indi's^n] n the state of being un¬ 
able to decide what to do □ / was racked with 
indecision. 

indecisive [,indi'saisiv] adj -1. [person] who 
finds it difficult to make decisions □ She’s 
very indecisive. -2. [conclusion, victory] that 
does not give a clear and definite result □ 
The election result proved indecisive. 

indeed [in'diid] adv -1. a word used to con¬ 
firm or agree with something that has just 
been said in an emphatic way □ "Are you 
coming tonight?" — “Indeed I am!" -2. a word 
used to make an additional point that em¬ 
phasizes what one has just said □ / think, in¬ 
deed I know, that this is the case. □ You couldn't 
have predicted this, indeed I don't think anybody 
could. -3. a word used to give extra force to 
the word “very” □ It was very cold indeed. 
-4. a word used to show surprise, disbelief, 
or annoyance □ "He thinks he's going to get 
your job." — "Does he indeed!" □ “I've decided 
to leave banking and go to India." — "Indeed1" 

indefatigable [,indi'factigobl] adj [worker, cam¬ 

paigner] who never seems to get tired □ She 
was indefatigable in her attempts to rally support. 

indefensible [qndi'fensabl] adj [behavior, posi¬ 

tion] that is impossible to defend or justify, 
because it is morally wrong □ Your conduct in 
this matter has been thoroughly indefensible. 

indefinable [.indi'fainabl] adj [feeling, quality] 

that cannot easily be described or explained 
in words □ an indefinable sense of loss. 

indefinite [in'defanst] adj -1. [period, time, num¬ 

ber] that has no fixed limit. -2. [answer, opin¬ 

ion] that is not clear. 

indefinitely [rn'defanath] adv [wait, continue] for 
a period of time which has no fixed limit □ 
The meeting has been postponed indefinitely. 

indelible [in'delabl] adj -1. [mark, stain] that 
cannot be removed. -2. [ink, pen] that leaves 
a mark that cannot be removed. -3. [memory, 

influence] that cannot be forgotten, 

indelicate [in'delikat] adj [behavior, action, re¬ 

mark] that is slightly rude or offensive □ It 
was rather indelicate of him to raise the subject 
of money over dinner. 

indemnify [in'demnsfai] (pt & pp indemnified) 
vt -1. to insure <sb> □ We are indemnified for 
or against fire and theft. -2. to indemnify sb for 
sthg to pay sb compensation for sthg. 

indemnity [m'demnati] n -1. insurance or pro¬ 
tection against loss or damage, usually in 
the form of a financial payment □ It provides 
indemnity against loss of employment. -2. an 
amount of money paid to somebody as 
compensation for money and goods that 
have been lost or damaged □ an indemnity of 
$60,000. 

indent [in'dent] vt [text, paragraph] to start <a 
line of writing> further in from the margin 
than the other lines. 

indentation [.inden'teifn] n -1. a space left be¬ 
tween the margin and the beginning of a 
line of writing. -2. a small dent in some¬ 
thing. 

indenture [in'dentJV] « a contract, especially 
in the past, between an apprentice and their 
employer. 

independence [.indi'pendans] n: see independ¬ 
ent □ Zimbabwe gained independence in 1980. □ 
Old people value their independence. 

Independence Day « = Fourth of July, 

independent [pndi'pendant] adj -1. [country, or¬ 
ganization] not controlled or ruled by another 
country, organization etc □ The company be¬ 
came independent of its corporate owners in 
1991. -2. [person] who does not rely on other 
people for help or advice □ Children are quite 
independent by the age of 15. □ She’s now finan¬ 
cially independent. □ It's about time I was more 
independent of my parents. -3. [study, inquiry] 
that is not connected with or influenced by 
people who are directly involved in a situa¬ 
tion or matter and so is expected to be fair 
□ An independent inquiry investigated the affair. 

independently [,mdi'pendantli] adv [decide, ar¬ 
range, organize] without the help or influence 
of other people or things □ The choice was 
made independently of what happened at the 
meeting. □ Students must make their travel ar¬ 
rangements independently. 

independent school » gb a school that re- 
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ceives no money from the government and 
is not controlled by it. 

in-depth adj [analysis, study, report] that con¬ 
tains a lot of detail and examines something 
closely □ We'll be bringing you in-depth coverage 
of the US Masters tournament. 

indescribable [pndi'skraibabl] adj [sadness, joy, 

poverty] too extreme to be described in 
words □ The sense of relief among these people 
is indescribable. 

indestructible [.indi'strAktabl] adj [toy, furniture] 

that cannot be destroyed. 

indeterminate [,mdi't3irmin3t] adj [number, 

amount, period! not clear or fixed □ The killer 
was given an indeterminate sentence. 

index [’indeks] (pi senses 1 and 2 indexes, pi 
sense 3 indexes or indices) o n -1. [in a book] 

an alphabetical list at the back of a book 
that gives the page numbers to help one 
find names and subjects mentioned in it □ 
Look it up in the index. -2. [in a library] an alpha¬ 
betical list of writers, book titles etc, written 
on index cards or stored on a computer, 
that shows where they can be found □ a 

card index. -3. economics a table of figures 
that allows the changes in cost or value of 
something to be compared □ the Hang Seng 
Index, o vt to provide an index for <a 
book>; to put <information> in an index. 

index card n a card on which information 
about somebody or something is written so 
that it can be kept and used for reference. 

index finger « the finger that is next to one’s 
thumb. 

index-linked [-’lirjkt] adj GB [salary, interest rate, 

pension] that is linked to the cost of living so 
that it increases automatically as everything 
gets more expensive. 

India ['indja] a large densely-populated coun¬ 
try in southern Asia, divided into 25 states 
and 7 territories, each with their own laws 
and languages, size: 3,268,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 897,400,000 (Indians), capital: New 
Delhi, language: Hindi, currency: rupee. 

India ink us, Indian ink GB n a black ink of¬ 
ten used for drawing. 

Indian [Tndjan] o « -1. a person who comes 
from or lives in India. -2. = Native American. 
o adj see India □ an Indian restaurant □ the In¬ 
dian subcontinent. 

Indiana [.indi'aena] a state in the Midwest of 
the USA, consisting mainly of farmland, ab¬ 
breviation: IN. size: 94,000 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 5,544,159 (Indianians). capital: Indian¬ 

apolis. 
Indianapolis 500 [india.naepalasfaiv'hAndrad] n 

the Indianapolis 500 a car race that covers a 
distance of 500 miles and takes place once a 
year in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA. 

Indian ink n GB = India ink. 

Indian Ocean: the Indian Ocean the ocean be¬ 
tween Africa, India, Australia, and Antarcti¬ 

ca. 
Indian summer n a period of warm weather 

in the autumn that is not usual. 

Indian Wars npl the Indian Wars wars that 

took place in the USA in the 17th, 18th, and 
19th centuries between Native Americans 
and Europeans who went to live in North 
America. 

india rubber n rubber used for making toys, 
balls, and erasers. 

indicate ['indikeit] o vt -1. to point to <sb/ 
sthg> □ He indicated where he wanted me to 
sign. -2. [change, link] to show that <a fact or 
situation> exists, is true, or is likely □ The 
figures indicate that 1998 will be a crucial year. 
-3. [one's preference, desire] to make <one's 
intention or wish> clear □ Indicate your choice 
of color by circling the appropriate letter, o vi GB 
[driver] to show which way one is going to 
turn in a vehicle, by using lights or hand 
signals □ He indicated right but turned left. 

indication [.indi'keijn] n a statement, action, 
or sign that suggests that something is the 
case or may be the case □ He gave me no indi¬ 
cation of what he intended to do. □ There are in¬ 
dications that the economy will pick up. □ There 
is every indication that the Director will resign. 

indicative [in'dikativ] o adj to be indicative of 
sthg to show or suggest sthg □ These figures 
may be indicative of a turnaround in the economy, 
o n the verb form used for making state¬ 
ments or describing events □ Put the verb in 
the indicative. 

indicator ['indikeitar] n -1. a fact, situation, 
figure etc that indicates something □ eco¬ 
nomic/performance indicators. -2. GB one of the 
lights used to show which way a vehicle is 
going to turn. 

indices ['indisiiz] plural of index, 

indict [in'dait] vt to charge <sb> officially with 
a crime □ A mother of two has been indicted on 
a murder charge. 

indictable [in'daitabl] adj [offense] for which 
one can be indicted. 

indictment [in'daitmant] n -1. law a formal ac¬ 
cusation made against somebody. -2. to act 
as or be an indictment of sthg to be a clear 
sign of how bad sthg is □ The state of the 
housing market is a clear indictment of govern¬ 
ment policy. 

indie [’indi] adj [band, label, music] that is inde¬ 
pendent and not connected with the large 
established record companies (informal use), 

indifference [in'difrans] « a lack of interest in 
somebody or something □ Calls for action in 
the community met with general indifference. □ 
the growing indifference to the political process. 

indifferent [in'difrant] adj -1. [person, manner] 

that shows no interest in somebody or 
something □ Ben was totally indifferent to her 
needs. -2. [quality, player] not very good □ The 
place was nice but the food was indifferent. 

indigenous [in'did3anas] adj [population, plant, 

animal] that was found originally in a par¬ 
ticular place □ Rabbits are not indigenous to 
Australia. 

indigestible [,indi'd3estab]] adj -1. [food] very 
difficult to digest. -2. [book, report] that is 
very difficult to understand, 

indigestion bindi'dsestjan] n discomfort or 
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pain that one feels when one’s stomach can¬ 
not easily digest the food that one has eaten 
□ / have indigestion from eating those oysters. 

indignant [in'dignant] adj (person, expression, 

face] that shows shock and anger at some¬ 
thing which seems wrong or unfair □ She 
was most indignant at the treatment she had re¬ 
ceived. 

indignantly [in'dignantii] adv Isay, reply] see in¬ 
dignant □ "How dare you!" she said indignantly. 

indignation [pndig'neijn] n feelings of shock 
and anger that somebody has about some¬ 
thing which they think is wrong or unfair □ 
There was widespread indignation at the singer's 
remarks. 

indignity [in'dignati] {pi indignities) n an event 
that causes somebody to lose their self- 
respect and feel ashamed □ They had to suffer 
the indignity of a visit from the bailiffs. 

indigo ['indigou] o adj that is dark blue-purple 
in color, o n the color that is between blue 
and violet in the spectrum. 

indirect [pnda'rekt] adj -1. [route, flight] that 
does not go straight from one place or point 
to another □ We took what seemed a very indi¬ 
rect route to get here. -2. [compliment, answer] 

that is not openly stated. -3. an indirect 
result/effect etc a result/an effect etc that is 
connected with something else but not in a 
direct way. 

indirect costs npl business costs such as rent 
and heating that are not direcdy connected 
with making a product. 

indirectly [pnda'rektli] adv [cause, affect] see in¬ 
direct □ He was only indirectly responsible. □ / 
heard about it indirectly. 

indirect speech n the grammatical construc¬ 
tion used to report what is said or written 
by somebody without repeating their exact 
words, e.g. by using verbs such as “say”, 
“tell”, or “ask” and changing verb tenses and 
pronouns. In indirect speech, the statement 
“I am tired” is reported as “She told me 
(that) she was tired.” 

indirect taxation n the system of taxing peo¬ 
ple indirecdy, e.g. by adding tax to the price 
of goods so that it is paid by the customer 
rather than the producer. 

indiscreet [,indi'skri:t] adj [person] who says or 
does something openly that they should 
keep secret □ It was very indiscreet of you to 
mention our plans. 

indiscretion [pndi'skrejn] n -1. [of a person] see 
indiscreet □ His indiscretion cost him his job. 
-2. something slighdy shocking or embar¬ 
rassing that somebody has done □ She admit¬ 
ted to one or two youthful indiscretions. 

indiscriminate [.mdi'skriminat] adj [killing, at¬ 

tack, condemnation] that affects everybody or 
everything and shows no thought or plan¬ 
ning (disapproving use) □ indiscriminate remarks. 

indiscriminately [.indi'skriminatli] adv [kill, 

shoot, fire] see indiscriminate. 

indispensable [pndi'spensabl] adj [person, tool, 

guide] that is absolutely necessary for a par¬ 

ticular situation or purpose □ Nobody's indis¬ 
pensable, you know. 

indisposed [pndi'spouzd] adj to be indisposed 

to be unwell and so unable to do something 
one had planned (formal use). 

indisputable [.mdi'spjurtsbl] adj [fact, proof] 

that is true and cannot be shown to be 
wrong or false □ That she knew where the gun 
was is indisputable. 

indistinct [.indi'stirjkt] adj [picture, memory] 

that is difficult to see because it is unclear. 

indistinguishable [.indi'stiggwijsbl] adj -1. 
[people, things] that look so much like each 
other that one cannot see any difference 
between them □ The two versions are prac¬ 
tically indistinguishable. □ His handwriting is indis¬ 
tinguishable from his brother's. -2. [figure] that 
cannot be seen clearly. 

individual [gndi'vidsual] o adj -1. [person, part, 

case] that is considered separately and sin¬ 
gly, rather than as part of a group or whole 
□ We treat each complaint on an individual basis. 
□ Is this an individual or a group application? 
-2. [attention, tuition] that is given to or suit¬ 
able for one person, rather than a group □ 
The cheese is sold whole, or in individual por¬ 
tions. □ an individual fruit pie. -3. [approach, cloth¬ 

ing, style] that is unusual and different from 
anyone else’s □ He has got a very individual 
look. On a single separate person □ the right 
of each individual to vote. 

individualist [,indi'vid3uatast] « a person who 
thinks and does things independendy and in 
their own way. 

individualistic [,mdivid3U3'listik] adj [person] 

see individualist. 

individuality [,individ3u'aebti] n the quality in 
somebody or something that makes them 
different from others □ the sense of one's own 
individuality. 

individually [,indi'vid3uali] adv separately □ 
The gifts were all individually wrapped. □ She 
spoke to everybody individually. 

indivisible [pndi'vizabl] adj [number, unit] that 
is impossible to divide into separate parts. 

indoctrinate [in'dDktrineit] vf to teach <sb> to 
accept an idea or belief so drat they do not 
question it (disapproving use) □ We don't want 
our children being indoctrinated with religious 
propaganda. 

indoctrination [in.dDktri'ne.iJ'n] n: see indoctri¬ 

nate □ The book's all about the indoctrination of 
the young by the media. 

indolent I'mdalant] adj [person] who is lazy □ 
He's an indolent, good-for-nothing waste of time. 

indomitable [in'dDmatabl] adj [will, person] that 
is very strong and cannot be destroyed or 
defeated □ his indomitable spirit. 

Indonesia [.inda'iii^s] a country in Southeast 
Asia, consisting of over 3,000 islands that lie 
between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific 
Ocean. It includes Sumatra, Java, Sulawesi,, 
and parts of Borneo and New Guinea, size: 
1,900,000 sq kms. population: 187,600,000 
(Indonesians). capital: Jakarta, language: In¬ 
donesian. currency: rupiah. 
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Indonesian [.inds'ni^n] n & adj: see Indonesia, 

indoor ['indo:r] adj [swimming pool, tennis court] 
that is located inside a building; [tennis, soc¬ 
cer, cycling] that takes place inside a building; 
[shoes, clothing] that are intended to be used 
inside, rather than outside. 

indoors [,in'do:rz] adv inside a building, rather 
than in the open air □ Let's go indoors. □ / 
don’t like being indoors all day. 

indubitably [in'd-iuibatsbli] adv without any 
doubt (formal use) □ This is indubitably the best 
book on the subject. 

induce [in'dJuis] vt -1. to induce sb to do sthg 
to cause sb to decide to do sthg □ Nothing 
would induce me to live abroad! -2. medicine [la¬ 
bor, birth] to start <sthg> by medical means. 
-3. [sleep, anger] to cause somebody to ex¬ 
perience <sthg> □ The illness was induced by a 
long period of stress and lack of sleep. 

inducement [in'diuismant] n something, e.g. a 
financial payment, that is intended to per¬ 
suade or encourage somebody to do some¬ 
thing □ With the right inducements, he may 
agree to come and work for us □ They offered us 
financial inducements for our story. 

induction [in'dAkfn] n -1. [of an official] the pro¬ 
cess or ceremony during which somebody 
starts a new job in an official post □ the in¬ 
duction of the new mayor. -2. medicine [of labor, 
a birth] see induce. -3. [of an employee] the 
process of introducing somebody to a new 
job or activity □ Allow at least two days for in¬ 
duction. -4. electricity the production of elec¬ 
tricity or magnetism in one object or circuit 
by another without physical contact, 

induction course « a course that introduces 
people to a new job, activity etc and gives 
them essential information about it □ She's 
on an induction course. 

indulge [in'dAld3] o vt -1. [whim, passion] to al¬ 
low oneself to have or do <sthg that one 
enjoys> □ Our vacation in the countryside al¬ 
lowed Bobby to indulge his interest in wildlife. 
-2. [child, person] to allow <sb> to have or do 
what they want □ He indulges them in whatev¬ 
er they want. » to indulge oneself to allow 
oneself to enjoy something that one particu¬ 
larly likes □ Indulge yourself for once I o vi to 
indulge in sthg [in good food, wine] to allow 
oneself to enjoy sthg that one particularly 
likes □ "Have a chocolate?" — “I suppose I 
might indulge, just this once I" 

indulgence [in'dAld33ns] n -1. see indulgent □ 
Theo was treated with far more indulgence than 
he deserved. -2. something enjoyable that 
one allows oneself to have or do □ My only 
indulgence is expensive shoes. 

indulgent [in'dAld33nt] adj [parent, friend] who 
is not strict enough with somebody, espe¬ 
cially a child □ an indulgent smile. 

industrial [in'dAstrml] adj -1. [development, 

architecture, process] that is connected with 
industry □ industrial pollution □ an industrial dis¬ 
ease. -2. [city, country, area] where industry is 
important and highly developed □ The region 

is very industrial. 

industrial action n action, especially a strike, 
that workers use to try to force their em¬ 
ployers to agree to what they want □ 
Firefighters in the capital have decided to take in¬ 
dustrial action. 

industrial estate «gb = industrial park, 

industrial injury « an injury received by 
somebody while they are doing their job. 

industrialist [in'dAstrialast] n a person who 
owns or controls an important industrial 
company. 

industrialization [us in.dAstriab'zei/n, gb -ai- 

'zei/n] tv. see industrialize, 

industrialized, -ised [in'dAstrmlaizd] adj [coun¬ 

try, area] that has a lot of highly developed 

industries □ a highly industrialized region. 

industrial park us, industrial estate gb « a 

special area, often outside a town, for small 

businesses, offices, and light industry, 

industrial relations ttpl relations between 

employers and employees in a business or 

organization. 

Industrial Revolution n the Industrial Revolu¬ 
tion the period in the 18th and 19th centu¬ 
ries when a lot of machines were invented 
and factories were built in Britain, 

industrial tribunal ti a court of law that deals 
with cases involving disputes between em¬ 
ployers and particular employees □ She took 
the firm to an industrial tribunal and sued for 
wrongful dismissal. 

industrious [in'dAStrias] adj [person] who 
works hard □ a diligent industrious student. 

industry [’mdastri] [pi industries) n -i. the ac¬ 
tivity of producing large quantities of goods 
in factories; the people involved in this □ 
More and more graduates are working in industry. 
□ Industry has backed the government's new ini¬ 
tiative. -2. an area of industry involved in 
one activity, or in making one particular 
product □ the aircraft/oil/tourist industry. -3. 
hard work (formal use) □ Your industry will be 
richly rewarded. 

inebriated [I'niibneitsd] adj [person] who is 

drunk (formal use). 

inedible [in'edabl] adj -1. [food, meal] that is so 
badly cooked, or of such poor quality, that 
one cannot eat it □ The beef was inedible. 
-2. [plant, mushroom] that is not safe for one 
to eat, e.g. because it is poisonous, 

ineffective [.ini'fektiv] adj [treatment, policy] 

that does not produce the desired effect or 
result □ These measures have proved ineffective 
in combating the problem. 

ineffectual [.ini'fektjuol] adj [person, attempt, 

plan] that does not have the necessary qual¬ 
ities to get something done □ They just stood 
around looking ineffectual. 

inefficiency [.mi'fijnsi] tv. see inefficient □ It's 
the height of inefficiency. 

inefficient [.ini'fijnt] adj -1. [process, machine] 

that does not work as well as possible, of¬ 
ten wasting time or resources □ The industry 
has largely discarded its inefficient and outdated 
working methods. -2. [person] who is bad at 



inelegant 542 

organizing things and getting things done □ 
He's hopelessly inefficient! 

inelegant [m'eligsnt] adj [posture, person] that 
lacks style and grace. 

ineligible [in'elid3abl] adj to be ineligible [per¬ 

son] not to be allowed to have or take part 
in something □ He was ineligible for the compe¬ 
tition because he was too old. 

inept [tnept] adj -1. [person] who lacks the 
skill or ability to do something properly □ 
She showed herself to be socially/physically inept. 
-2. [comment, remark] that is unsuitable in a 
particular situation □ He was severely criticized 
for his inept handling of the crisis. 

ineptitude [I'neptitJuid] n: see inept □ / was 
amazed at their complete ineptitude in dealing 
with such a trivial matter. 

inequality [.mi'kwDtati] (jzl inequalities) n an 
unfair difference in the way particular 
groups of people are treated in society □ 
social/racial inequality □ We have to try and iron 
out these inequalities. 

inequitable [in'ekwstsbl] adj [system, distribu¬ 

tion] that is not equally fair to everybody 
(formal use). 

inert [i'ri3:rt] adj -1. [person] who is lying or 
sitting very still. -2. chemistry [gas, substance] 

that does not react with other substances. 

inertia [i'n3;rj3] n -1. [in a person, system, institu¬ 

tion] the state of not doing anything or not 
making any changes □ I'd hate to stay in the 
same job out of sheer inertia. -2. [of an object, 

body] the tendency of something to stay still 
or to keep moving unless something else af¬ 
fects it. 

inertia-reel seat belt n a car seat belt that 
stops a person moving forward if they move 
suddenly. 

inescapable fmi'skeipabl] adj (fact, truth, feel¬ 

ing] that exists or is true and cannot be ig¬ 
nored □ The inescapable conclusion is that 
Johnson is lying. 

inessential [.im'senjl] adj [item, details] that is 

not needed □ You should throw away anything 
that is inessential. 

inestimable [in'estimabl] adj [value, worth] that 
is too great to be put into figures or words 
(formal use) □ The benefit to us is inestimable. 

inevitable [in'evntabl] o adj [result, conclusion] 

that cannot be avoided or prevented; that is 
so common or obvious that one expects it □ 
It was inevitable that someone was going to get 
hurt. □ / was asked the inevitable question about 
my long-term career plans, o n the inevitable 
something that is inevitable □ We have to 
learn to accept the inevitable. 

inevitably [in'evatabh] adv a word used to 
show that one believes something cannot be 
stopped from happening □ Inevitably, some 
jobs will be lost. 

inexact [qmg'zaskt] adj [science, measurement] 

that is not exact or precise □ Some of the fig¬ 
ures turned out to be inexact. 

inexcusable [.mik'skjuizabl] adj [behavior] that 
cannot be excused because there is no good 

reason for it to happen □ Turning up late for 
such an important meeting is inexcusable. 

inexhaustible Limg'zoistabl] adj [supply, pa¬ 

tience, energy] that is so great that it cannot 
be used up completely □ She seems to have 
an inexhaustible source of energy. 

inexorable [in'eksarabl] adj [rise, progress, pres¬ 

sure] that continues and cannot be stopped, 
even though people sometimes do not want 
it to continue (formal use) □ the inexorable 
march of time. 

inexorably [in'eksarabli] adv [rise, progress, ap¬ 

proach] see inexorable (formal use). 

inexpensive [gmk'spensiv] adj [item, meal] that 
does not cost very much but is good and is 
worth the price □ a good inexpensive restau¬ 
rant. 

inexperience [gmk'spiarians] n [of a young per¬ 

son, employee, climber] the state of not having 
much or any experience □ / put his mistakes 
down to inexperience. 

inexperienced [.mik'spiarianst] adj [driver, 

climber] who has litde or no experience of a 
particular job or activity, or of life in general 
□ He was young and inexperienced in these mat¬ 
ters. 

inexpert [in'eksp3:rt] adj [attempt, person, tech¬ 

nique] that shows very little skill. 

inexplicable [.mik'splikabl] adj [behavior, deci¬ 

sion, incident] that cannot be understood and 
explained □ For some inexplicable reason, 
they've dropped the charges. 

inextricably [inik'strikabli] adv inextricably 
linked/joined etc linked/joined etc in a way 
that makes it impossible to separate the dif¬ 
ferent parts □ His life and work are inextricably 
bound up with each other. 

infallible [in'faelabl] adj -1. [person, instinct] that 
is never wrong □ No one is infallible. -2. [meth¬ 

od, cure] that always works □ No security sys¬ 
tem is infallible. 

infamous ['infamas] adj [act, person, occasion] 

that is well-known for being bad, especially 
for being immoral or evil □ one of America's 
most infamous criminals. 

infamy ['infami] n -1. the state of being well- 
known for something bad or evil. -2. some¬ 
thing that is bad or evil. 

infancy ['infansi] n the first few years of a 
child’s life □ illnesses common during infancy. • 
to be in its infancy to be in its very early 
stages □ The science/project/dub is still in its in¬ 
fancy. 

infant ['infant] n a child in its first few years 
of life □ an infant child. 

infantile [US 'infantl, GB -tail] adj -1. [behavior, 

humor, person] that is more typical of a child 
than of an adult (disapproving use) □ He kept 
making silly infantile remarks. -2. an infantile 
disease a disease that very young children 
suffer from. 

infant mortality n the death rate among very, 
young children and babies □ Infant mortality 
here is high. 

infantry ['infantri] n the soldiers of an army 
who fight on foot or in small vehicles □ a 
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soldier in the infantry □ an infantry soldier/reg¬ 
iment. 

infantryman ['infantriman] {pi infantrymen 
[-man]) n a soldier in the infantry. 

infant school n GB a school for children aged 
between five and seven. 

infatuated [in'faetjueitad] adj to be infatuated 
to be very attracted to somebody in a way 
that is not sensible because one does not 
know enough about them □ He became in¬ 
fatuated with her. 

infatuation [in.faetju'eij'n] « the feeling one 
has, or the period of time, when one is in¬ 
fatuated with somebody □ It was just a teen¬ 
age infatuation. 

infect [in'fekt] vt -1. [person, wound, food] to 
cause <sb/sthg> to have an illness, virus etc, 
especially a serious one □ A carrier can infect 
other people without actually getting the disease 
himself. -2. to make <sb/sthg> feel the same 
way about something as oneself □ His enthu¬ 
siasm infected the rest of the staff. 

infected [in'fektad] adj [person, wound, food) 
that has an illness, virus etc □ The foot had 
become infected with gangrene. 

infection [in'fek/n] n -1. a disease caused by a 
germ, virus etc that has entered one’s body 
□ a chest infection. -2. [of food, water, a wound] 
see infect □ Strict hygiene can reduce the risk of 
infection. 

infectious [in'fekfas] adj -1. [disease, illness] 
that spreads easily from one person or ani¬ 
mal to another □ Is it infectious? -2. [laugh, hu¬ 
mor] that affects other people, especially be¬ 
cause it is attractive or enjoyable. 

infer [in'f3:r] {ft & pp inferred, cont inferring) vt 
-1. to infer that... to think or decide that 
something is true because of something else 
one knows already □ What are we to infer 
from such behavior? □ From what he said I in¬ 
ferred that he wasn't married any more. -2. = im¬ 
ply (informal use) □ What are you inferring? 

inference ['infrans] « a conclusion based on 
what one already knows and what seems 
likely □ What inferences can be drawn from 
this? ■ by inference judging from everything 
that is known □ If Williams is guilty then so, by 
inference, are his associates. 

inferior [m'fianar] o adj -1. [quality, goods, per¬ 
formance] that is not as good as other things 
of the same kind □ I'm not prepared to pay for 
inferior service! -2. [person, position, rank] that 
is less important or has less power than 
somebody or something else □ His back¬ 
ground made him feel inferior to everybody else. 
□ socially inferior, o « a person who is inferior 
to somebody else. 

inferiority [in.fiari'Drati] « [of goods, a person, 
quality] see inferior □ feelings of inferiority. 

inferiority complex n a feeling one has all 
the time that one is less attractive, talented, 
important etc than everybody else a He s got 
an inferiority complex about not having been to 
college. 

inferno [in'f3:rnou] {pi infernos) n a very large 
and dangerous fire. 

infertile [US in'fairtl, GB -'faitail] adj -1. [person, 

animal] that cannot have babies. -2. (soil, land] 

that is of poor quality and is not able to 
produce good crops. 

infertility [,inf3r'til3ti] n [of a woman, animal, 

soil) see infertile □ She has just started receiving 
infertility treatment. 

infestation [.infe'stcifn] n: see infested □ an in¬ 
festation of rats. 

infested [in'festad] adj to be infested with sthg 
[house, place, river] to be full of a large num¬ 
ber or amount of sthg dangerous or unpleas¬ 
ant □ shark-infested waters □ The kitchen is 
infested with cockroaches. 

infidelity finfi'delati] n the act of being un¬ 
faithful to one’s wife, husband, or usual 
partner by having sex with somebody else □ 
He accused her of infidelity. 

infighting ['infaitig] n quarrels and competi¬ 
tion that take place between members of 
the same organization □ political infighting. 

infiltrate [US in'filtreit, GB 'infiltreit] o vt [gov¬ 

ernment, territory] to secredy enter <a place or 
organization> as an enemy in order to find 
out more about it or to damage it □ police at¬ 
tempts to infiltrate the rebel organization, o vi: 
They infiltrated into enemy territory. 

infinite ['infinat] adj -1. [patience, wisdom] very 
great □ He took infinite care not to disturb them. 
-2. [space, number, variety] that has or seems 
to have no end or limit □ There's an infinite 
number of possible combinations. 

infinitely ['infinatli] adv infinitely better/ 
preferable etc very much better/more prefer¬ 
able etc □ You would be infinitely more comfort¬ 
able at home. 

infinitesimal [.infim'tesiml] adj [amount, differ¬ 

ence, chance] that is extremely small and 
very difficult to see or notice □ The risk of 
catching the disease is infinitesimal. 

infinitive [in'finativ] n the basic form of a verb 
that can be used with “to” in English, as for 
example “have” in “I want to have” and 
“you may have”. 

infinity [m'finati] n -1. a point that is an infi¬ 
nite distance away so that it can never be 
reached a The rows of houses seemed to go on 
and on into infinity. -2. math an infinite num¬ 
ber that can never be expressed in figures, 

infirm [in'f3:rm] o adj [person] who is weak or 
not very well, especially because they are 
old. o npl the infirm people who are infirm, 

infirmary [in'f3:rmari] {pi infirmaries) n -1. a 
hospital, especially when it is part of a larg¬ 
er building □ a prison infirmary. -2. a room in 
a building where people who are unwell are 
taken care of □ a school infirmary. 

infirmity [in‘f3:rmati] {pi infirmities) « a weak¬ 
ness or illness that a person has, usually for 
a long time; the state of being weak and ill. 

inflamed [in'fjeimd] adj [eye, wound] that is 
red, painful, and usually hot and swollen 
because of an injury or infection □ The cut 
had become inflamed. 

inflammable [in'flaemabl] adj [material, chemical, 
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gas] that is dangerous because it catches fire 
very easily □ 'Highly inflammable.' 

inflammation [gnfb'meijn] n a painful swell¬ 
ing and redness on a part of the body, 
caused by disease, injury etc □ an inflamma¬ 
tion of the ear. 

inflammatory [US in'flaematosri, GB -atari] adj 
[remark, speech] that is likely to make people 
very angry or violent □ inflammatory criticisms. 

inflatable [in'fleitabl] adj [life jacket, raft, toy] 

that needs to be filled with air before it can 
be used □ an inflatable dinghy. 

inflate [in'fleit] vt -1. [balloon, raft, life jacket] to 
fill <sthg> with air and make it bigger, often 
so that it can float. -2. economics to increase 
<a price, salary> etc, usually by making it 
too high; to make <the economy> more ac¬ 
tive by increasing the money supply, 

inflated [in'fleitsd] adj -1. [tire, life jacket, bal¬ 

loon] that is full of air □ The raft was only par¬ 
tially inflated. -2. [price, salary] that is higher 
than is necessary or fair □ executives on gross¬ 
ly inflated salaries. -3. to have an inflated opin¬ 

ion of oneself to think one is more important 
than one really is □ He's got an inflated view of 
his own importance. 

inflation [in'fleijn] « economics a general in¬ 
crease in the prices of things that leads to a 
fall in the value of money; the rate at which 
this happens, measured as a percentage □ a 
period of low inflation a Inflation is running at 4%. 
NOTE: Compare deflation, 

inflationary [US in'fleijaneri, GB -nari] adj [poli¬ 

cy, effect] that tends to increase inflation, 

inflationary spiral n a situation in which in¬ 
flation causes wages to go up so that the in¬ 
flation gets even worse, 

inflation-proof adj [pension, mortgage] that 
changes to take inflation into account so 
that one does not lose any money, 

inflection [in'flekjn] n grammar a change in 
the form of a word to show a difference in 
grammatical use, e.g. a change to make a 
noun plural. 

inflexible [in'flekssbl] adj -1. [material] that is 
stiff and cannot be bent or turned. -2. [per¬ 

son] who does not want to change their 
ideas or the way they do things, even 
though it would be better □ His attitude is 
very inflexible. -3. [rule, hours, system] that can¬ 
not be changed, even in new situations 
when a change would be better □ inflexible 
working hours. 

inflict [in’flikt] vt to inflict sthg on sb [pain, re¬ 

sponsibility, problem] to force sb to accept sthg 
unpleasant □ The harsh economic measures 
have inflicted great hardship on the people. 

in-flight adj [entertainment, meal, magazine] that 
is provided for passengers during a plane 
trip □ Our in-flight movie will follow shortly. 

inflow finflou] tt [of information, goods, immi¬ 

grants] a constant movement of things or 
people arriving in a place, 

influence ['influans] o n -1. [of a person, drug! 

the power to affect the way somebody else 
behaves, thinks etc □ She seems to have no in¬ 

fluence on or over her own children. □ Her father 
used his influence to help get her the job. □ He 
was found guilty of driving while under the influ¬ 
ence of alcohol/drugs. -2. [on somebody's health, 

painting, writing] an effect that something has 
on a person or thing that usually lasts a long 
time □ We can see the influence of Cubism in 
the artist's early work. □ As chairman he had a 
great influence on or over policy-making. -3. to 
be a good/bad influence to have a good/bad 
effect on the way somebody or something 
develops or behaves □ / think David is a bad in¬ 
fluence on you! 
o vt [result, person, work] to have an effect on 
<sb/sthg> that usually lasts a long time □ 
He's easily influenced. 

influential [.influ'enfl] adj [person, work, idea] 

that has an important influence on some¬ 
body or something □ She's an influential wom- 
an/writer/film maker. 

influenza [.influ'enzs] n = flu (formed or techni¬ 

cal use). 

influx ['inflAks] tt [of tourists, immigrants, foreign 

goods] the arrival of a large number of peo¬ 
ple or things in a place at the same time □ a 
large Influx of refugees. 

info ['infou] n = information (informal use). 

inform [m'fo:rm] vt to tell <sb> officially or 
formally about something □ If you see any¬ 
thing suspicious, inform a member of staff im¬ 
mediately. □ We regret to inform you that your 
application has not been successful. □ Why 
wasn't I informed of ok about this decision earli¬ 
er? 

♦ inform on vt fus to inform on sb to tell a 
person in authority, often secretly, that sb 
has done something illegal or wrong. 

informal [in'fo:rml] adj -1. [atmosphere, occa¬ 

sion] that is relaxed, friendly, and not official 
□ The ministers met for informal talks on the con¬ 
flict. -2. [clothing, language] that is suitable 
when one is with family and friends but not 
on more formal occasions □ informal dress. 

informally [in'faTmh] adv [dress, meet, discuss] 

see informal. 

informant [in'fo'.Tnant] « -1. a person who 
gives information about a criminal, especial¬ 
ly to the police □ a police informant. -2. a per¬ 
son who gives information about something 
to somebody else, especially to somebody 
who is doing research. 

information [linfar'mei.fn] « -1. useful facts 
about somebody or something □ tourist/flight 
information □ Do you have any information on or 

about loans, please? □ an interesting piece of in¬ 
formation □ For further information, please con¬ 
tact your nearest branch. -2. 'information' a 
word used on a sign at a desk, office etc to 
show that one can get useful details about a 
particular service, e.g. about transport or ho¬ 
tels □ 'Ask at Information.' • for your informa¬ 
tion so that you may know all the facts you 
need to know □ / enclose a leaflet for your in¬ 
formation. □ For your information I haven't had a 
single beer since Friday! -3. US the service one 
calls to find out somebody’s telephone num¬ 
ber □ Information didn't have the number. 
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information desk n a counter in a hotel, air¬ 
port etc that gives information to people, es¬ 
pecially tourists or visitors. 

information office n an office that gives in¬ 
formation to people, especially tourists or 
visitors. 

information retrieval it the process of storing 
and finding data in a computer. 

information superhighway [ su:p3r'haiwei] n 
the information superhighway a collective 
term for all the forms of information that 
are available on an on-line computer sys¬ 
tem. 

information technology n the study or activ¬ 
ity of storing, showing, and controlling in¬ 
formation by using electronic devices, espe¬ 
cially computers. 

informative [in'fo:rm3tiv] adj [person, book, ac¬ 

count] that gives a lot of useful information □ 
Your letters are always so informative. 

informed [in'fo:rmd] adj -1. [person, opinion, 

source] that shows knowledge about particu¬ 
lar events; that shows knowledge about 
what is happening in the world □ He's very 
informed on the subject of foreign policy. -2. an 
informed decision/choice etc a decision/ 
choice etc that is based on knowledge that 
one has □ / don't know, but I can make an in¬ 
formed guess. 

informer [in'fo:rm3r] n a person who gives in¬ 
formation about criminals to the police. 

infotainment [.infou'teinmant] n tv programs 
that are designed to inform people about se¬ 
rious subjects or current affairs in an enter¬ 
taining way. 

infrared [.infrs'red] adj [light] that gives out 
heat but cannot be seen; [photograph, lampl 

that uses infrared light. 

infrastructure l'infrastrAktfar] ii all the differ¬ 
ent systems and equipment, e.g. roads, tele¬ 
phone lines, or buildings, that people in a 
country, organization etc need in order to 
work properly. 

infrequent [in'friikwsnt] adj [visitor] who does 
not come often; [service, contact] that does 
not happen often □ on one of our infrequent 
visits to Paris □ Trains to the village are very infre¬ 

quent. 

infringe [m'frind3] (cont infringeing) o vt -1. 
[law, agreement, copyright] to break <sthg> by 
doing something that is not allowed □ Don t 
print too much or you risk infringing copyright 
regulations. -2. [right, liberty] to act in a way 
that ignores or restricts <sthg> □ This new 
law infringes citizens' rights to free speech, o vi: 
The new measures infringe on people's right to 

demonstrate. 

infringement [in'frind3m3nt] it [of a law, copy¬ 

right, right] see infringe □ peace treaty infringe¬ 

ments. 

infuriate [in'fjuarieit] vt to make <sb> ex¬ 
tremely angry □ Ken always manages to infuri¬ 

ate me. 

infuriating [in'fjuarieitig] ad) [person, habit, be¬ 

havior] that makes one very angry and an¬ 

noyed □ He has an infuriating habit of arguing 
just for the sake of it. 

infuse [in'fjuiz] o vt to infuse sb with sthg 

[with desire, life, energy] to fill sb with sthg. 
o vi [tea leaves] to soak in hot water and 
give it flavor □ Leave the tea to infuse for four 
minutes. 

infusion [in'fju:3n] n -1. [of ideas, quality, mon¬ 

ey] the addition of something that helps a 
person or thing to develop □ The project 
needs an infusion of funds. -2. a liquid made 
by soaking herbs in hot water, used as a 
drink or medicine □ a herbal infusion. 

ingenious [in'd3i:nj3s] adj [device, solution] that 
is very clever, useful, and imaginative □ This 
ingenious little gadget can help you save on your 
electricity costs. 

ingenuity [,ind33'nju:3ti] it the ability to think 
of new ideas or ways of doing things □ / ad¬ 
mired her ingenuity. 

ingenuous [in'dsenjuas] adj [person] who is 
honest, believes what people say, and can¬ 
not deceive other people (formal use), 

ingest [in'd3est] vt [food, poison, pills] to put 
<sthg> in one’s mouth and swallow it so 
that it enters one’s stomach (formal use), 

ingot ['irjgat] n a bar of metal that has a par¬ 
ticular size, shape, and weight □ gold ingots. 

ingrained [in'greind] adj -1. [habit, belief] that is 
very fixed in somebody’s nature and difficult 
to change □ It's a notion that is deeply ingrained 
in society. -2. [dirt, stain] that goes deeply into 
the surface of something and is difficult to 
remove □ This detergent removes ingrained dirt. 

ingratiate [in'greiJTeit] vt to ingratiate oneself 
with sb to try to get sb to like one, often be¬ 
cause one wants something from them, 

ingratiating [in'greiJTeitig] adj [smile, person, 

manner] that deliberately tries to please oth¬ 
ers in the hope of getting something in re¬ 
turn o an ingratiating tone of voice. 

ingratitude [in'graetstjuid] « lack of gratitude 
or thanks that somebody shows or feels □ 
He was stung by their ingratitude. 

ingredient [in'grkdjant] n -1. cooking one of 
the types of food used to make a particular 
meal or dish □ You should be able to find most 
of the ingredients in a good supermarket. -2. [of a 

success, process, situation] one of the things 
that helps something to happen or to work 
□ Their relationship had all the ingredients of a 
successful business partnership. 

ingrowing ['ingrooig] gb, ingrown [in'groun] 
adj an ingrown toenail a toenail that grows 
into the toe and is painful, 

inhabit [in'haebat] vf [town, house, region] to live 
in <a place>, especially for a long time or 
for all of one’s life □ The forest is inhabited by 
various forms of wildlife. 

inhabitant [in'haebatant] n [of a city, country, re¬ 

gion] a person or animal that lives in a par¬ 
ticular place □ The island has only a few hun¬ 
dred inhabitants. 

inhalation [.inhs'leijn] n\ see inhale, 

inhale [in'heil] o vf [smoke, fumes] to breathe 
in <sthg> □ 'Warning: Deliberately Inhaling con- 
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tents can be fatal.' o vi to breathe in □ Inhale 
deeply, then exhale slowly. 

inhaler [in'heilar] n a small device used by 
people with asthma, hay fever etc that 
sprays a dose of medicine into their mouth, 

inherent [in'hiarant] adj [danger, problem, fea¬ 

ture] that is a natural part of somebody or 
something, is always there, and cannot be 
avoided □ A degree of error is Inherent in the 
system. 

inherently [in'hiarsntli] adv: see inherent □ The 
system is inherently inefficient. 

inherit [in'herat] o vt -1. [problem, tradition, atti¬ 

tude] to have <sthg> because there were 
other people who made it, used it, or had it 
before one □ the trade deficit inherited from the 
previous decade. -2. [money, house, title] to get 
<sthg> from a person who has died □ She 
didn't inherit a thing from them. -3. [disease, 

characteristic, good looks] to be bom with 
<sthg> because one’s parents or ancestors 
had it □ I'm afraid he didn't inherit his father's 
business sense, o vi: If there's no will, then the 
closest relative automatically inherits. 

inheritance [in'herstans] n the property or 
money that somebody gets from a person 
who has died, e.g. a friend or relative □ in¬ 
heritance tax □ He will come into his inheritance 
at the age of 18. 

inheritor [in'her3t3r] n [of property, a tradition] a 
person who inherits something, 

inhibit [in'hibst] vt [progress, breathing] to make 
<sthg> happen slowly or stop happening □ 
Too much alcohol may inhibit the growth of the 
fetus. ■ to inhibit sb from doing sthg to pre¬ 
vent sb from doing sthg, even though some¬ 
times they want to do it □ Feelings of shame 
often inhibit rape victims from reporting their at¬ 
tackers. 

inhibited [in’hibatad] adj to be or feel inhibited 
to be unable to show one’s real feelings or 
do what one likes because one is always 
worried about what other people will think 
□ / felt inhibited in his presence. □ There's no 
need to be inhibited about sex! 

inhibition [.inhi'bijn] n a feeling or state in 
which it is very difficult to show one’s real 
feelings and behave naturally □ He talked 
freely and without inhibition. □ After a few drinks, 
people began to lose their inhibitions. 

inhospitable [.inlro'spitabl] adj -1. [person] who 
does not welcome visitors in a polite or 
friendly way. -2. [climate, place] that is un¬ 
pleasant and difficult to stay or live in, espe¬ 
cially because there is no shelter □ the inhos¬ 
pitable desert. 

in-house o adj [member of staff] who works 
inside a company’s office or building; [report, 

magazine) that is produced by a company for 
its staff □ She's an in-house translator. □ in- 
house training, o adv [work, produce] inside a 
company’s own office, building etc and not 
in another place or company □ Most of the 
work is done in-house. 

inhuman [in'hjuimsn] adj -1. [person, behavior] 

that is very cruel and shows no pity and no 

feelings for other people □ You can't ask them 
to work in these conditions — it's inhuman! 
-2. [machine, sound] that is strange and fright¬ 
ening because it is very different from the 
way people look, sound etc. 

inhumane [.inhju'mem] adj [treatment, law, per¬ 
son] that does not show any concern for the 
suffering of other people or of animals □ The 
prisoners are kept in inhumane conditions. 

inimitable [I'mmatabl] adj [person, way, quality! 
that cannot be copied by anybody else with 
the same effect □ I'm sure you'll make your 
views known in your usual inimitable fashion. 

iniquitous [I'mkwatas] adj [policy, system, be¬ 
havior] veiy unfair and wrong (formal use), 

iniquity [I'mkwati] (pi iniquities) n the quality 
of being unfair and wrong (formal use), 

initial [I'niJI] (us pn & p>p> initialed, cont initial¬ 
ing, GB pt & p>p> initialled, cont initialling) o adj 
-1. [reaction, stage, shyness] that happens at 
the beginning of a process or event, before 
something that happens later □ We hope to 
recoup the initial investment within three years. 
-2. an initial letter the letter at the beginning 
of a word □ An acronym is formed from the ini¬ 
tial letters of a term, o vf [document, agreement, 
change] to sign one’s initials on <sthg> □ If 
you could just initial this for me. o « the first 
letter of one’s first name or names □ The 
name's Mason, initial J. 

♦ initials npl the initial letters of one’s 
names, or of one’s first name or names □ 
Kennedy was often known just by his initials: JFK. 
□ My name is Patel, initials, LM. 

initialize, -ise [I'mjalaiz] vf computing to make 
<a diskette> ready for use in a computer by 
running it through a special program; to 
make <a printer> ready for use by defining 
all its various settings. 

initially [I'nifsli] adv at the beginning □ Initially, 
I really liked the idea. 

initiate [vb I'm/ieit, « r'nijiat] o vf -1. [talks, 

scheme, improvements] to start <sthg>; to 
cause <sthg> to start □ We have initiated an 
exchange program with Russian scientists. -2. to 
initiate sb into sthg [into a skill, knowledge] to 
teach sb about sthg that they did not know 
about before □ / was initiated into the mysteries 
of cyberspace. -3. [into a group, club) to allow 
somebody to join something, usually by 
holding a special ceremony, o « a person 
who is in the process of being initiated, or 
who has recently been initiated, into a skill, 
secret, or group. 

initiation [i.mji'eijn] n -1. [of talks, a program] 

see initiate □ the initiation of peace talks. -2. [into 

knowledge, a skill, a group] see initiate □ his ini¬ 
tiation into the world of crime □ an initiation cere¬ 
mony. 

initiative [I'mfativ] n -1. a new plan or action 
that deals with something, especially a 
problem □ a government/peace initiative, m to 
take the initiative to take action or do some-. 
thing useful, important etc before anybody 
else. -2. to have the initiative to have the ad¬ 
vantage □ They lost the initiative to foreign com¬ 
petition. -3. the ability to make decisions and 
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take action without being told what to do □ 
She has a lot of initiative. □ He acted on his own 
initiative, a You'll have to use your initiative. 

inject [in'd3ekt] vt -1. medicine to inject sb with 
sthg [with a drug, substance! to put sthg into 
sb's bloodstream using a syringe. -2. to in¬ 
ject sthg into sthg to give sthg that is miss¬ 
ing or needed to sthg else □ They've injected 
billions of dollars into the economy. □ I tried to in¬ 
ject some humor into the situation. 

injection [in'd3ekjn] n -1. medicine the act of 
injecting somebody with a medicine □ / was 
given injections against hepatitis and typhoid. -2. 
the act of providing more money for a coun¬ 
try, project etc □ The company needs large in¬ 
jections of money to stay afloat. 

injudicious [,ind3u'dijss] adj [remark, plan, be¬ 

havior] that shows bad judgment (formal use), 

injunction [in'd3Ai)kfn] n law an official order 
made by a court □ a court injunction. 

injure [11nd3or] vt -1. to cause physical damage 
to <a person, animal, or part of the body> □ 
He injured himself/his back while climbing. □ A 
number of people were seriously injured in the 
explosion. -2. to injure sb's pride/feelings to 
upset sb by being unkind or unfair to them, 

injured ['ind33rd] o adj [person, knee, pride] that 
is hurt or damaged □ Which leg is injured? 
o npl the injured the people who have been 
injured, e.g. in an explosion or car crash □ 
The injured were airlifted to the nearest hospital. 

injurious [in^uanas] adj [result, effect, strike] 

harmful (formal use). 

injury ['ind3ari] (pi injuries) n physical damage 
done to a person or animal □ He received se¬ 
vere injuries to the head. □ an insurance policy 
against injury at work. ■ to do oneself an injury 
to hurt oneself, e.g. while lifting something 
heavy □ You'll do yourself an injury carrying that 
thing on your own! 

injury time n extra playing time at the end of 
a soccer game that makes up for time lost 
when injured players were being treated, 

injustice [in'd3Astis] n an unfair act or situa¬ 
tion □ to campaign against injustice □ the injus¬ 
tices of the old apartheid regime. ■ to do sb an 
injustice to judge sb harshly or unfairly □ It 
would be doing him an injustice to say that he 
was indifferent to their suffering. 

ink [igk] n a colored liquid used for writing 
and printing □ an ink drawing □ an ink stain. 

♦ ink in vt sep to ink sthg in [writing, drawing] 

to make sthg drawn in pencil more com¬ 
plete or permanent by drawing over it in 

ink. 
ink-jet printer « a computer printer that 

shoots small amounts of ink onto paper to 

form letters. 
inkling ['igklig] n to have an inkling to have a 

slight knowledge about something that is 
happening or going to happen □ She had no 
inkling that he was going to leave. 

inkpad ['igkpaed] n a piece of absorbent ma¬ 
terial filled with ink, used for putting ink 
onto a stamp, e.g. for stamping the date on 

a document. 

inkwell ['irjkwel] n a container for ink, used 
on a desk when writing, 

inlaid [.in'leid] adj -1. [gold, silver] that has 
been set in holes in the surface of some¬ 
thing to make a flat decorated surface. -2. 
[box, table] that is decorated with inlaid gold, 
silver, wood etc □ The cabinet was inlaid with 
mother-of-pearl. 

inland [adj 'inland, adv in'laend] o adj [town, 

waterway! that is inside a country or conti¬ 
nent, rather than on the coast, o adv [go, 

head] away from the coast and toward the 
middle of a country or continent. 

Inland Revenue n the Inland Revenue the Brit¬ 
ish government department responsible for 
collecting taxes. 

in-laws npl the family of one’s husband or 
wife (informal use) □ We're spending Christmas 
with the in-laws. 

inlet ['inlet] n -1. [of a lake, sea] a narrow strip 
of water cutting into a coast, or between 
two islands. -2. an opening in a piece of ma¬ 
chinery for letting in air, fuel, or water, 

inmate [’inmeit] n a person who is being kept 
in a prison or mental hospital □ Several in¬ 
mates have escaped. 

inmost [ inmoust] adj one's inmost feelings/ 
secrets etc one’s most private feelings/ 
secrets etc (literary use). 

inn [in] « a small old hotel that serves food 
and drink and is usually found in a village 
or in the countryside. 

innards ['inardz] npl -1. [of a person, animal] the 
organs inside the body. -2. [of a machine] the 
internal parts. 

innate [,i'neit] adj an innate talent/ability etc a 
talent/an ability etc that somebody is born 
with and so does not need to leam. 

inner ['inar] adj -1. an inner room/layer etc a 
room/layer etc that is inside something else 
□ the inner ear. -2. inner calm or peace peace 
that one feels deep inside oneself. -3. inner 
thoughts/feelings etc thoughts/feelings etc 
that are secret, private, or not expressed, 

inner city n the inner city the areas close to 
the center of a big city where many people 
live and where there are often social or eco¬ 
nomic problems □ an inner city area/problem/ 

school. 

innermost ['inarmoost] adj = inmost, 

inner tube « a tube that fits inside a tire and 
can be filled with air. 

inning ['inirj] {pi innings) n the period of time 
when a team is batting in baseball or soft- 

ball. 
♦ innings n the period of time when a team 

is batting in cricket. 

innocence [hnasans] n -1. law the state of not 
being guilty of a crime □ She has always main¬ 
tained her innocence. -2. the quality of having 
little experience of life, especially of its un¬ 
pleasant aspects □ the loss of innocence. 

innocent ['masant] o adj -1. law [person] who 
is not guilty of a crime □ He was innocent of 
the crime. -2. [person, child] who has little ex- 



innocuous 548 

perience of life, especially of its unpleasant 
aspects □ / was very innocent in those days. 
-3. [remark, question, fuq] that is not intended 
to cause any harm □ It was just a little innocent 
fun. On a person who has little experience 
of life □ My, what an innocent you are! 

innocuous [I'nDkjuas] adj [remark, substance] 
that is not harmful or offensive, 

innovation [.ma'veijh] n -1. a new idea, meth¬ 
od, or device □ one of Lou Selsdon's many in¬ 
novations in the engineering world. -2. the 
introduction of new ideas, methods, or de¬ 
vices □ They have a reputation for innovation. 

innovative ['inaveitiv] adj -1. [plan, design, tech¬ 
nique] that is new and original □ an innovative 
way of raising money. -2. [person, company] that 
introduces or encourages innovations □ We 
need strong innovative designers on our staff. 

innovator ['in3veit3r] n an innovative person. 

Inns of Court npl the Inns of Court in London, 
the four societies for lawyers that have the 
right to make somebody a barrister; the 
buildings occupied by these societies, 

innuendo [.inju'endou] {pi innuendoes or innu¬ 

endos) n a remark that suggests something, 
usually unpleasant or sexual, without stating 
it direcdy; the act of making such remarks □ 
sexual innuendoes n an article full of speculation 
and innuendo. 

innumerable [I'n-iuimsrsbl] adj [problems, visi¬ 

tors, phone calls] too many to be counted □ 
We suffered innumerable setbacks but eventually 
finished on time. 

inoculate [I'nDkjaleit] vt to inoculate sb with 
sthg [with a virus, vaccine] to inject sb with 
sthg to protect them against a disease. ■ to 
inoculate sb against sthg [against cholera, mea¬ 

sles] to protect sb from sthg by giving them 
a weak form of it in an injection, 

inoculation [i,nDkj3'lei.fn] n -1. an injection 
that inoculates somebody. -2. the practice of 
inoculating people against disease, 

inoffensive Lina'fensiv] adj [person, manner, re¬ 

mark] that does not offend or hurt people □ 
The joke was pretty inoffensive. 

inoperable [in'Dparsbl] adj [tumor, cancer] that 
cannot be cured or removed in a surgical 
operation. 

inoperative [in'Dparativ] adj -1. [law, rule, tax] 

that does not work or cannot be put into 
practice. -2. [machine] that is not working, 

inopportune [US in,Dpr'tu:n, GB m'Dpatjuin] adj 
[moment, remark, visit] that is not convenient 
or suitable (formal use). 

inordinate [I'noTdnat] adj [pride, pleasure] that 
is greater than is reasonable □ an inordinate 
amount of money. 

inordinately [i'nD:rdn3tli] adv: see inordinate □ 
He's never been inordinately ambitious. 

inorganic [,ino:r'gcenik] adj [substance, matter, 

fertilizer] that is not made of organic material 
such as plants. 

in-patient n a person staying in a hospital for 
treatment. 

input ['input] {pt & pp input or inputted, cont 

inputting) o « -1. [of money, effort, resources] 

something that is added or given by some¬ 
body to something, e.g. a machine, project, 
or discussion, to help it to work better □ I'd 
like to have some input at the planning stage. 
-2. [of data] information that is put into a 
computer. -3. electricity current that sup¬ 
plies a component or circuit, o vf to put 
<data> into a computer, usually by typing it 
on a keyboard. 

input/output n the data that passes into or 
out of a computer. 

inquest ['irjkwest] n an official inquiry to find 
out about the cause of somebody's death, 
especially when it is sudden or violent □ An 
inquest is being held into her death. 

inquire [in'kwai3r] o vi to ask for information 
□ He telephoned to inquire about the latest 
prices, o vt: She inquired when/whether/how 
they had arrived. 

♦ inquire after vt fus to inquire after sb to ask 
for news about sb. 

♦ inquire into vt fus to inquire into sthg [crime, 

problem] to try to find out information about 
sthg by asking questions □ Officials are inquir¬ 
ing into the causes of the disaster. 

inquiring [in'kwaiarir)] adj -1. an inquiring mind 
a mind that is eager to learn about things. 
-2. an inquiring look/tone etc a look/tone etc 
that shows that one wants to know some¬ 
thing. 

inquiry [us 'igkwari, GB in'kwairi] {pi inquiries) 
« -1. a question that one asks in order to get 
some information □ I'd like to make an inquiry. 
-2. an official investigation, e.g. into the 
causes of an accident □ The relatives are calling 
for an official inquiry. 

inquisition [.igkwi'zijn] n an attempt to find 
out information in which it seems that the 
people being questioned are being treated 
harshly. 

♦ Inquisition n the Inquisition an organization 
created by the Roman Catholic Church 
(1232-1820) to find and punish people 
whose beliefs were not approved of by the 
Church. 

inquisitive [in'kwizativ] adj [person] who 
wants to find things out, especially about 
other people, and so asks a lot of questions 
□ She was an inquisitive little girl. 

inroads ['inroudz] npl to make inroads into sthg 
[into leisure hours, time] to begin to use up or 
take away large amounts of sthg □ We are 
now making inroads into foreign markets. 

insane [in'sein] o adj -1. medicine [person] who 
is severely mentally ill. -2. [jealousy, behavior] 

that one thinks is very foolish or stupid □ / 
think it s an insane idea, o npl the insane medi¬ 

cine people who are insane. 

insanitary [us in'saensteri, GB -tori] adj [housing, 

conditions] that is dirty and dangerous to 
people’s health. 

insanity [in'sasnati] n: see insane □ He was ac¬ 
quitted on the grounds of insanity. □ It's sheer in¬ 
sanity to lend them all that money! 

insatiable [in'seijobl] adj [appetite, curiosity, per- 
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son] that cannot be satisfied □ Jan's insatiable 
appetite for gossip. 

inscribe [in'skraib] vt -1. [plaque, headstone] to 
cut a word, message etc into the surface of 
<sthg> □ He inscribed her name on the ring. □ 
The cigar case was inscribed with his name. -2. 
[name, message] to write <sthg> at the front 
of a book. 

inscription [in'skripfn] tt [on a headstone, ring, in 

a book] something, e.g. a message or name, 
that has been inscribed □ Would you like an in¬ 
scription? 

inscrutable [in'skruitabl] adj [person] whose 
face shows no emotion, so that it is impos¬ 
sible or difficult to know what they are 
thinking □ his inscrutable manner/expression. 

insect [hnsekt] n a very small creature with 
six legs, e.g. a fly, beetle, or ant. 

insect bite n a bite from an insect; a mark or 
wound caused by such a bite, 

insecticide [in'sektisaid] « a chemical sub¬ 
stance used for killing insects, 

insect repellent n a chemical substance used 
to keep insects away. 

insecure [,insi'kju3r] adj -1. [person] who is not 
confident about their ability to deal with a 
particular situation or about the opinion 
other people have of them □ a shy and in¬ 
secure child □ I felt very insecure after two 
months without a job. -2. [wall, structure] that is 
likely to collapse. -3. [investment, job] that is 
likely to be lost □ The financial future of the 
company looks rather insecure. 

insecurity [.insi'kjuarati] n [of a person, job, 

situation] see insecure □ His feelings of insecurity 
go back to his childhood fears of rejection. 

insensitive [in'sensativ] adj -1. [person, remark, 

behavior) that does not consider other peo¬ 
ple's feelings and so is likely to upset them 
□ Mark can be a little insensitive at times. -2. to 
be insensitive to sthg [to somebody's feelings] 

to pay no attention to sthg; to not respond 
to sthg □ She accused me of being insensitive to 
her needs/problems. 

insensitivity [in.sensa’tivati] n: see insensitive. 

inseparable [in'sepsrsbl] adj -1. [ideas, parts] 

that are very closely connected or impos¬ 
sible to separate □ The two issues are insepa¬ 
rable. □ The future of the party is inseparable 
from the Issue of proportional representation. 
-2. [friends, couple] who are very close and 
spend a lot of time together □ Sam and Kate 

are inseparable. 

insert [vb m's3:rt, n 'ins3:rt] o vt -1. [key, finger, 

coin] to put <sthg> inside something else 
through a narrow space □ Insert your card in 
or into the machine. -2. [note, comment, para¬ 

graph] to add <sthg> to a piece of writing □ 
She inserted a few extra points in or into her 
speech, o n something, e.g. an advertise¬ 
ment, on a loose piece of paper that is put 
between the pages of a book or magazine, 

insertion [in's3:rJn] n -1. [of a coin, paragraph] 

see insert. -2. something that is inserted, e.g. 
an advertisement or announcement in a 
newspaper o a last-minute insertion. 

in-service training n training that is given to 
people to improve their skills in the job they 
are doing. 

inset [’inset] « a small map or diagram that is 
printed inside a larger one. 

inshore [adj 'info:r, adv in'/o:r] o adj inshore 
waters/fishing etc waters/fishing etc near the 
shore, o adv [sail, swim, row] toward the 
shore. 

inside [in'said] o adv -1. to be/look inside to 
be/look in the part of an object or container 
that is enclosed or hidden □ The jacket had a 
label inside. -2. to go/step inside to go/step 
into a room or building from somewhere 
outside □ Come inside and get warm! 
o adj -1. [pocket] that cannot be seen from 
the outside. -2. [toilet] that is in a house 
rather than outside it. 
On-1. the inside [of a house, room] the part 
that is enclosed by sides, walls etc; [of a 
piece of clothing! the part that cannot be seen 
from the outside □ The door was locked from 
the inside. □ The inside of the cave was damp 
and dark. -2. the inside auto the side of a car 
that is furthest from the middle of the road 
□ A truck overtook him on the inside. 
o prey -1. inside the box/envelope in the 
box/envelope and completely hidden or en¬ 
closed by it (used of containers) □ There was 
a letter inside the birthday card. □ / left it inside 
my jacket pocket. ■ inside the room/building/ 
town in the room/building/town (used when 
one is coming to or viewing a place from 
the outside) □ It was raining, so we went inside 
the house. □ He was parachuted inside enemy 
territory. -2. inside the organization among the 
people working in the organization □ Despite 
the company's successful results, morale inside 
Acme is low. -3. inside an hour/three weeks 
before an hour is over/three weeks are over 
□ We should be with you inside a couple of 
hours. 

♦ insides tipi one's insides the organs in one’s 
body, especially one’s stomach or intestines 
(informal use) □ Instant coffee can do terrible 
things to your insides. 

♦ inside of prep = inside. 
♦ inside out adv to be inside out [clothes] to 

have the part that is usually on the inside 
facing outside □ Your sweater's on inside out! ■ 
to know sthg inside out to have a thorough 
knowledge of sthg □ She knows her job inside 

out. 
inside information « information about some¬ 

thing, e.g. a project or organization, that 
only somebody who is part of it has □ Police 
believe the criminals must have had inside infor¬ 

mation. 

inside job n a crime committed against a 
group or organization by somebody who is 
connected with it □ It looks like an inside job. 

inside lane n -1. the lane on a large road that 
is nearest to the side of the road □ We were 
driving in the inside lane. -2. the part of a rac¬ 
ing track that is nearest to the center. 

insider [,in’said3r] n a person who belongs to 
a particular organization or who is involved 
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in a particular project and knows more 
about it than most people, 

insider dealing, insider trading n the illegal 
practice of buying and selling shares in a 
company when one has inside information 
about the company’s plans □ accusations of 
insider dealing. 

inside story n a version of events told by 
somebody who knows what really hap¬ 
pened □ I'd like to hear the inside story. 

insidious [in'sidiss] adj [change, trend, process] 
that develops so gradually that people do 
not notice, and later causes undesirable re¬ 
sults □ the insidious nature of the disease. 

insight ['insait] « -1. the ability to understand 
the nature of something clearly, especially 
something complicated or difficult □ The 
book shows remarkable insight into the problem. 
-2. a sudden understanding □ / was able to 
gain an insight into her real character. 

insignia [in'sigms] (pi insignia) n a badge or 
sign that shows that a person or vehicle be¬ 
longs to a particular organization, especially 
one that is military. 

insignificance [.insig'mfiksns] n: see insignifi¬ 
cant. 

insignificant [pnsig'nifikant] adj [person, fact, 

amount] that is not very noticeable or has 
very little importance □ My own troubles seem 
insignificant when I think about what some peo¬ 
ple are going through. 

insincere [iinsm'si3r] adj [person, smile, remark] 

that seems to be friendly, kind etc but is not 
□ Her apology sounded insincere. 

insincerity kinsin'sersti] tv. see insincere, 

insinuate [in'sinjueit] vt to insinuate (that) ... to 
indirectly suggest that something unpleasant 
is true (disapproving use) □ Are you insinuating 
that it's my fault? □ What are you trying to insinu¬ 
ate? 

insinuation [in.sinju'eijii] n a spoken or writ¬ 
ten statement, comment etc that insinuates 
something; the use of such statements, com¬ 
ments etc to insinuate something (disapprov¬ 
ing use) □ I've had enough of your insinuations. □ 
a campaign of lies and insinuation. 

insipid [in'sipad] adj -1. [person, color, music] 

dull and boring (disapproving use) o insipid con¬ 
versation. -2. [food, drink] that does not have a 
strong enough taste. 

insist [in sist] ovt-l, to insist (that)... to state 
firmly that something is true, especially 
when other people disagree with one □ She 
insisted that he had been with her all evening. 
-2. to insist (that)... to state firmly that one 
wants somebody to do something or wants 
something to happen □ / insist (that) you go to 
see a doctor, o vi to state firmly that one 
wants somebody to do something or wants 
something to happen □ Oh, very well, if you in¬ 
sist! m to insist on sthg to demand sthg □ / in¬ 
sist on the best from my employees. □ She insist¬ 
ed on coming. 

insistence [in'sistans] n the act of insisting on 
something □ / came at his insistence. □ their in¬ 
sistence on absolute secrecy. 

insistent [in'sistant] adj -1. to be insistent to 
keep stating very firmly that somebody 
should do something □ / tried to get out of go¬ 
ing, but they were most insistent, a David was in¬ 
sistent that we all wear fancy dress. -2. [noise] 

that constantly or continually demands 
one’s attention □ / could no longer ignore his in¬ 
sistent banging at the door. 

in situ [US in'saitu:, GB -'sitju:] adv [repair, in¬ 

spect] in the place where a particular thing 
is, without moving it (formal use), 

insofar [,msou'fa:r] ♦ insofar as cottj to the 
extent that □ The accident was not serious inso¬ 
far as nobody was killed. 

insole ['msoul] « a piece of flat material 
shaped like the sole of a foot that is fitted 
inside a shoe to make it more comfortable, 

insolence ['insalans] tv. see insolent, 

insolent ['insabnt] adj [child, remark, tone] that 
is rude and does not show the proper re¬ 
spect for somebody in authority, 

insoluble [m'sDljsbl] adj -1. [problem, crime] 

that cannot be solved □ It's a difficult situation 
but not an insoluble one. -2. [substance] that 
cannot be dissolved. 

insolvable [m'sDlvabl] adj us [problem, crime] = 

insoluble. 

insolvency [in'sDlvansi] tv. see insolvent. 

insolvent [in'sDlvant] adj [person, bank, compa¬ 

ny] that does not have enough money to pay 
their debts □ The company was declared insol¬ 
vent. 

insomnia [in'sDmnia] n inability to sleep □ Do 
you suffer from insomnia? 

insomniac [m'sDmmaek] « a person who suf¬ 
fers from insomnia. 

insomuch [.msa'mAtJ] ♦ insomuch as conj = 
inasmuch as. 

inspect [in'spekt] vt -1. to examine <sthg> in 
detail to find out what it is like or to check 
that it is the way one wants it to be □ / went 
up on the roof to inspect the damage. -2. to visit 
<a place, organization> etc officially to 
check that no rules are being broken or that 
it is of a certain standard □ The kitchens are 
regularly inspected. 

inspection [in'spekjn] ti -1. an official visit 
made to a place, organization etc in order to 
check that no rules are being broken or that 
it is of a certain standard □ An inspection will 
be carried out at 9 am. □ The school is due for an 
inspection. -2. a detailed examination of 
something □ On closer inspection, the fuel 
pump was found to be leaking. 

inspector [m'spekt3r] n -1. a person whose job 
is to inspect things, e.g. schools, factories, or 
people’s tickets on buses □ a health and safety 
inspector □ a school inspector. -2. a police offi¬ 
cer of middle rank. 

inspector of taxes ti GB a government official 
whose job is to calculate how much tax 
people should pay. 

inspiration [pnsps'reifn] tt -1. the enthusiastic 
feeling that makes one want to do some¬ 
thing, especially something creative; some¬ 
thing or somebody that gives one this feel- 
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mg □ She gets her inspiration from desert land¬ 
scapes. a The riots were the inspiration for the 
novel. -2. a sudden good idea that one has □ 
I had an inspiration! 

inspire [in'spacV] vt -1. to give <sb> the en¬ 

thusiasm or idea that causes them to do 

something □ She was inspired by her experi¬ 
ences to become a doctor. -2. to inspire sb with 
sthg, to inspire sthg in sb Ipassion, enthusiasm) 
to fill sb with sthg a Their past record doesn't 
exactly inspire confidence. 

inspired [in’spaia'd] odj (artist, performance) that 

is very good and impressive □ a superb and 
truly inspired piece of writing a It was an inspired 
guess. 

inspiring (in'spaiarii)] adj (music, book, example) 
that makes one feel interested and enthusi¬ 

astic □ I'm afraid the conference wasn't very in¬ 
spiring. 

instability [.insta'bilati] « lack of stability, 

install [in'stoil] vt -1. (computer, heating, tele¬ 
phone line) to put <sthg> in a place and con¬ 

nect it so that it is ready to be used o We're 
having central heating installed. -2. to give <sb> 

a new position or job officially □ Once you're 
installed in your new job, we'll come and visit. 
-3. to put <sb> in a place so that they are 

comfortable and can stay there for a long 

time □ She installed herself in front of the fire, a 
My family is now installed in Hong Kong. 

installation [.insta'leifn] n -1. (for a particular ac¬ 
tivity) a base or site containing equipment 

and personnel for a particular purpose o a 
military/gas/nuclear installation. -2. (of software, 
heating) see install. 

installment US, instalment GB [in'stodmant] n 
-1. finance one of a series of regular pay¬ 

ments that are made over an agreed period 

of time until the cost of something is cov¬ 

ered completely □ He paid for the car in month¬ 
ly installments. -2. (of a story, TV program, radio 

program) an episode □ Tune in on Monday for 
the next exciting installment. 

installment plan n US a system of buying 

something by paying for it gradually □ Do 
you offer installment plans? 

instance [Tnstans] tt an example of a particu¬ 

lar situation □ Instances of violent crime are 
rare in this area. ■ in the first instance as the 

first of a series of actions (formal use). 

♦ for instance odv a phrase used to introduce 

an example of what one has just mentioned 

□ You could always take up a sport — golf, for in¬ 

stance. 

instant ['instant] o adj -1. [success, dislike) im¬ 

mediate a You can't expect instant results. 
-2. instant coffee/soup etc coffee/soup etc 

that is in the form of a powder and can be 

prepared very quickly and easily, usually by 

adding boiling water, on a moment □ I'll be 
with you in an instant. ■ the instant as soon as 

a Call me the instant (that) you arrive. ■ at that 
or the same instant at exactly the same Time 

□ At that instant the lights went out. ■ this in¬ 
stant at once o Do it this instant! 

instantaneous [.instan'teinjas] adj [death, reac¬ 

tion) that happens at once o There was instan¬ 
taneous applause. 

instantly [‘instantli) adv immediately after 
something else, and often as a result of it □ 
He was killed instantly when his car hit a tree. 

instant replay n US a slow replay of part of a 
sports event on television, 

instead [in'sted) adv as an alternative □ The 
trains were on strike so I drove instead. 

♦ instead of prep in the place of <sthg>; as 
an alternative to <sthg> □ / had an apple in¬ 
stead of lunch. □ You can have cheese instead of 
dessert if you prefer. 

instep ['instep) n the middle part of the top of 
one’s foot, between the toes and the ankle, 

instigate ['instigeit] vt [discussion, meeting, in¬ 
vestigation) to make <sthg> begin to happen 
□ Who instigated the argument? 

instigation [.insti'gerjn] n at sb's instigation 
because sb has suggested or demanded that 
it happen □ A public inquiry was held at the in¬ 
stigation of the Attorney General. 

instigator [Tnstigeitar] tt the person who insti¬ 
gates something. 

instill US, instil GB [in'stil] (pt & pp instilled, 
cont instilling) vt to instill sthg in or into sb 
[loyalty, sense of duty, fear) to cause sb to have 
an idea or feeling by teaching it to them or 
treating them in a particular way over a pe¬ 
riod of time □ She had instilled a strong sense 
of justice in her family. 

instinct [’instrrjkt] tt -1. a natural tendency to 
react in a particular way in particular situa¬ 
tions without thinking about it □ The fox 
finds its prey by instinct. □ the maternal/survival/ 
killer instinct. -2. one’s natural reaction to a 
particular situation o My first instinct was to 
tell him the truth. 

instinctive [m'stirjktiv] adj [distrust, reaction, dis¬ 
like) that is caused by instinct □ / took an in¬ 
stinctive dislike to him. 

instinctively [in'stiqktivli] odv [know, react, dis¬ 
like) see instinctive □ / felt instinctively that 
something was wrong. 

institute [Tnstitiuit] o tt an organization 
formed to do a particular type of work, es¬ 
pecially for the purpose of education or re¬ 
search; the building used by such an organi¬ 
zation o the Massachusetts Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. o vt to start <a system, rule, legal pro- 
cess> etc □ The government has instituted a se¬ 
ries of reforms. 

institution [.insti'tiuiJTi] « -1. a very old cus¬ 
tom or tradition that is accepted by most 
people □ the institution of marriage. -2. a large 
and important organization that has existed 
for a long time, e.g. a university or bank □ 
educational/financial institutions. -3. a place 
where people, such as old or mentally ill 
people, are kept and taken care of o They've 
put her in an institution. 

institutional (.mxtfrfuijnsl] adj [reform, care, 
food) that is connected with an institution, 

institutionalized, -ised [.insti'tiuijnalaizd] adj 
-1. [person] who has become too dependent 
on the care of an institution, e.g. a mental 
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hospital □ Such patients run the risk of becom¬ 
ing institutionalized. -2. [custom, tradition] that 
has become an accepted part of life in a par¬ 
ticular society or organization o institutional¬ 
ized sexism/racism. 

instruct [in'strAkt] vt -1. to instruct sb to do 
sthg to tell sb to do sthg officially □ We've 
been instructed to let no one into the building. 
-2. to instruct sb in sthg to teach sb sthg □ 
She instructs people in the art of flower arranging. 

instruction [in'strAkfn] « -1. an order □ She 
gave instructions for the papers to be destroyed. 
-2. teaching □ 'Driver under instruction.' 

♦ instructions npl a list of details of how to 
do or use something □ Read the instructions on 
the back of the packet. 

instruction manual n a book giving details of 
how something works and how to use it. 

instructive [in'strAktiv] adj [experience, book, 

talk] that gives one useful information □ The 
whole experience was highly instructive. 

instructor [in'strAkt3r] n -1. a teacher of an ac¬ 
tivity □ a ski/driving instructor. -2. US education 
a teacher at a college. 

instrument finstramant] n -1. a tool or device 
that is often made up of a number of small 
delicate parts and used for purposes where 
accuracy is important, e.g. in medicine or 
science □ A thermometer is an instrument for 
measuring temperature. -2. = musical instru¬ 
ment. -3. [person, thing] something or some¬ 
body that is used to achieve a particular aim 
(literary use). 

instrumental [.instra'mentl] o adj -1. to be in¬ 
strumental in doing sthg to have an impor¬ 
tant and helpful role in making sthg happen 
□ She/Her work was instrumental in reforming 
the profession. -2. [music] that is written for 
or played on instruments rather than intend¬ 
ed to be sung, o n music a piece of instru¬ 
mental music. 

instrumentalist [.instra'mentlast] n music a 
person who plays a musical instrument, 

instrument panel n the panel in a car, air¬ 
craft, or motor boat containing the speed¬ 
ometer and other dials and switches, 

insubordinate [lins3'bo:rdnat] adj [person, be¬ 

havior] that is rude and disobedient, usually 
to somebody of higher rank (formal use), 

insubordination fiinsaboi'cta'naijn] n behavior 
that is insubordinate (formal use), 

insubstantial [.inssb'staenfl] adj -1. [structure, 

frame] that is not very big, strong, or solid. 
-2. [meal, book] that is not very satisfying □ a 

good, if rather insubstantial, first novel. 

insufferable [in'sAfarsbl] adj [person, rudeness, 

arrogance] that one finds annoying and can¬ 
not tolerate □ He's an insufferable bore! 

insufficient [.insa'fifnt] adj [evidence, research, 

interest] that is not enough □ The course had 
to be canceled due to insufficient numbers. 

insular ['insbla1'] adj [person] who is not inter¬ 
ested in finding out about other places or 
other ways of life different from their own 
(disapproving use) □ an insular outlook. 

insulate ['ins-bleit] vt -1. [loft, tank, wall] to pre¬ 

vent heat, sound etc from passing through 
<sthg> by covering it with a special ma¬ 
terial. -2. [person] to keep <sb> away from 
situations, experiences, or knowledge that 
might frighten or upset them □ As a child, I 
was insulated against/from the harsh realities of 
life. -3. [cable, wire, tool] to cover <sthg> with 
material that does not conduct electricity, in 
order to make it safe to use. 

insulating tape ['insialeitirH n plastic tape 
that is wrapped around electrical wiring to 
insulate it and make it safe to use. 

insulation fiinsia'leifn] n any thick soft ma¬ 
terial such as foam that is put on the inside 
of a wall, roof, or door to stop heat or noise 
from escaping from a room or building. 

insulin [’insiabn] rt a substance produced in 
the body that helps to turn sugar into ener¬ 
gy, and sometimes needs to be injected if a 
person is diabetic. 

insult [vf in'sAlt, n 'insAlt] o vt to say or do 
something that offends <sb> personally □ 
I've never been so insulted in all my life! o n 
something that somebody says or does that 
offends somebody personally □ The sugges¬ 
tion is an insult to our good name. □ The latest 
pay offer was described as "an insult". ■ to add 

insult to injury a phrase used to refer to 
something that makes an upsetting or an¬ 
noying situation even worse □ He just walked 
out of the restaurant, and to add insult to injury, I 
had to pay the bill! 

insulting [in'sAltir)] adj [gesture, remark] that in¬ 
sults somebody □ / consider this advert insulting 
to women. 

insuperable [in'suiprsbl] adj [obstacle, problem] 

that cannot be overcome (formal use). 

insurance [in'Juarsns] n -1. finance an arrange¬ 
ment in which a person makes fixed pay¬ 
ments to a company which agrees to pay 
the costs which that person might have in 
the future because of an illness, accident, 
fire, theft etc □ We've taken out insurance 
against fire or fire insurance. □ an insurance plan/ 
company. -2. an action or plan that is sup¬ 
posed to prevent something unwanted from 
happening □ The deposit is an insurance against 
tenants leaving without paying. 

insurance adjuster « us a person whose job 
is to calculate how much insurance should 
be paid for a particular claim. 

insurance broker n a person who works as 
an agent for an insurance company and sells 
the services of the company to new clients. 

insurance policy n a document that states 
the terms of an agreement between an in¬ 
surance company and a client. 

insurance premium « an amount of money 
paid regularly by a client to an insurance 
company. 

insure [in'Ji>3r] o vt -1. finance [car, house, life] 

to provide insurance for <sb/sthg> □ / hope 
you've insured your equipment against theft. □ 
The painting has been insured for $20 million. 
-2. US [safety, success, outcome] to make 
<sthg> certain □ We try to insure that all our 
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passengers have a safe and comfortable trip, o vi 
to insure against sthg to do what is possible 
in order to prevent sthg from happening. 

insured [in'J'oard] o adj -1. finance [person, car, 

house] that is protected by insurance □ Are 
you insured against or for theft? -2. US [safety, 

success] that is certain, o « the insured fi¬ 

nance the person or people insured by an 
insurance company. 

insurer [in'/uaraH n a company that provides 
insurance. 

insurgent [in's3:rd33nt] n a person who fights 
against the government of their country. 

insurmountable [,ins3r'maunt3bl] adj [obstacle, 

problem, difficulty] that cannot be overcome □ 
None of these problems is insurmountable. 

insurrection [.inss'rekfn] n an attempt by a 
group of people in a country to remove the 
government from power by using violence □ 
an armed insurrection. 

intact [in'taekt] adj to be intact [collection, repu¬ 

tation) that is not damaged or broken in any 
way despite bad conditions or rough treat¬ 
ment □ Few houses were left intact by the 
bombing. 

intake ['inteik] n -1. [of food, drink] the amount 
of food or drink that a person takes into 
their body during a certain period of time □ 
You should cut down on your alcohol intake. 
-2. [of students, recruits] the number of people 
who join an institution or organization at a 
particular period of time □ I/Ve have had to re¬ 
duce this year's intake of students. -3. [for water, 

fuel] a space where air, water, or fuel passes 
into a tube, pipe, or container □ The fuel in¬ 
take is blocked. 

intangible [in'tamd33bl] adj [quality, feeling, idea] 

that one knows exists but is unable to iden¬ 
tify exactly or explain □ Love is something in¬ 
tangible. 

integral ['sntigrsl] adj [part, feature] that is an 
essential part of something larger □ Develop¬ 
ing new strategies is integral to my role as mar¬ 
keting director. □ a house with integral garage. 

integrate ['intsgreit] o vi [person] to enter a 
society or group of people and become part 
of it, often by adapting to their way of life, 
habits, customs etc □ They have not yet fully in¬ 
tegrated into the community. □ She's had prob¬ 
lems integrating with other pupils, 
o vt -1. to be integrated into sthg (into a soci¬ 

ety, country, school] to mix with and join a 
group of people who are different □ It is diffi¬ 
cult for these children to integrate into normal 
family life. -2. [school, university] to allow all 
races or groups to use <an institution> □ 
They tried to integrate all inner-city schools. -3. 
[system, process, activity] to make <sthg> part 
of something else □ It's important to integrate 
some fun with or into the class work. □ We've 
decided to integrate the packing and dispatch de¬ 

partments. 

integrated ['intsgreitsd] adj [school, society] 

that has a mixture of people from different 
social or racial groups. 

integrated circuit tt a very small electronic 

circuit contained on a single piece of semi¬ 
conductor material, usually silicon, 

integration [.inta'greijn] n: see integrate □ They 
voted in favor of closer European integration. 

integrity [in'tegrsti] « -1. [of a person] the qual¬ 
ity of being honest and having moral princi¬ 
ples □ a woman of great integrity □ / have no 
doubts about his integrity. -2. [of a nation, soci¬ 
ety] the state of being whole and united (for¬ 
mal use) □ The treaty reaffirms the integrity of our 
borders. 

intellect ['intslekt] n -1. the ability to think 
and reason □ The children are taught to use 
their intellect. -2. high intelligence □ It's easy 
to understand for a man of your intellect. -3. a 
very intelligent person □ one of France's great¬ 
est intellects. 

intellectual [.ints'lektjosl] o adj -1. [topic, dis¬ 
cussion] that requires the use of the mind, 
usually in a complex way □ intellectual stimu¬ 
lation. -2. [person] who is well educated and 
often uses their ability to think and reason 
in complex ways, especially in work or 
study □ She has an intellectual approach to thea¬ 
ter. On an intellectual person □ He's a real in¬ 
tellectual. 

intellectualize, -ise [.ints'lektjuslaiz] vt [sub¬ 
ject, problem] to think about <sthg> in a ra¬ 
tional way and without considering emotions 
□ She has a tendency to intellectualize everything. 

intelligence [in'tehd33ns] n -1. (of a person] the 
ability to think clearly, solve problems, and 
understand things □ He hasn't much intelli¬ 
gence. -2. [of a country, army] a government 
department in charge of spying on enemy 
countries or organizations; the information 
gathered by such a department □ He worked 
for military intelligence. □ an intelligence-gathering 
organization/operation □ the intelligence services. 

intelligence quotient « -» IQ. 

intelligence test n a test designed to find out 
the level of somebody’s intelligence, 

intelligent [in'telid33nt] adj -1. [person, animal] 
that has a high level of intelligence; [ques¬ 
tion, answer, idea] that shows a high level of 
intelligence □ She's a highly intelligent child. □ 
That wasn't very intelligent of him, was it! -2. 
computing [device, terminal] that can run a 
program by using simple reasoning to make 
decisions. 

intelligentsia [in,teli'd3entsi3] « the intelligent¬ 
sia the well-educated people of a country or 
society, such as writers and scientists, 

intelligible [in'telid3abl] adj [writing, speech, re¬ 
port] that can be understood □ The phone line 
was so bad his voice was barely intelligible. 

intemperate [in'tempsrat] adj -1. [person] who 
drinks too much alcohol (formal use). -2. 
[behavior, haste] that is too extreme and not 
controlled (formal use) □ / must apologize for 
my intemperate language. -3. [climate] that has 
extreme temperatures. 

intend [in'tend] vt -1. to have <sthg> in one’s 
mind as a plan □ I/Ve intend to increase our 
sales. □ / intend telling her what I really think. □ 
His statement was intended to mislead people. 
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-2. to have a particular purpose in mind for 
<sthg> □ This book is intended for the children's 
market. □ It was intended, as a joke. 

intended [in'tendsd] adj [result] planned; [mean¬ 

ing] that is meant □ Sorry, no pun intended. 

intense [in'tens] adj -1. [competition, concentra¬ 

tion, activity] that involves a lot of effort □ The 
battle for first place is becoming increasingly in¬ 
tense. -2. [color, light] that is very bright or 
deep □ an intense shade of blue. -3. [heat, pain, 

emotion] that is very strong □ He felt intense 
hatred toward her. -4. [person] who has strong 
feelings or opinions and expresses them in a 
serious way □ a very intense young man □ an 
intense look/stare. 

intensely [in'tensli] adv -1. intensely painful/ 
boring etc very painful/boring etc □ She was 
intensely suspicious of everyone. -2. [feel, dislike] 

deeply □ He was concentrating intensely. 

intensify [m'tenssfai] (ft & pp intensified) o vt 
[efforts, activities, attacks] to increase <sthg>; 
[impression, feeling] to make <sthg> stronger 
□ Military commanders agreed to intensify the 
bombing campaign, o vi: Fighting has intensified 
in the last few days. □ /\s we traveled further 
north, the cold intensified. 

intensity [in'tenssti] n: see intense □ He was 
surprised by the intensity of the public's interest. 

intensive [in'tensiv] adj [training, course] that 
involves a lot of work, activity etc in a short 
time □ a period of intensive study. 

-intensive suffix added to words to show that 
a large amount of a particular thing is in¬ 
volved □ labor-intensive □ capital-intensive. 

intensive care n a form of hospital treatment 
for people who are seriously ill, involving 
many nurses, special equipment, and con¬ 
stant supervision □ He’s still in intensive care □ 
The intensive care unit. 

intent [in'tent] o adj -1. [face, look] that is full 
of concentration. -2. to be intent on or upon 
doing sthg to be very determined to do sthg 
□ He's intent on or upon spoiling the evening, 
o n an intention □ That was not my intent. 

♦ to all intents and purposes adv in nearly 
every way a The campaign is, to all intents and 
purposes, over. 

intention [in'tenjn] n a desire and plan to do 
something □ I have no intention of resigning. □ 
They bought it with the intention of selling it later 
on for a profit. □ It was always my intention to re¬ 
place it. □ I'm sorry if I sounded critical, that was 
not my intention. 

intentional [in'tenfnsl] adj [insult, similarity] that 
is planned and deliberate □ The omission of 
your name was not intentional. 

intentionally [in'tenjnsli] adv [insult, omit] see 
intentional □ / didn't kick him intentionally. □ She 
was intentionally rude to me. 

intently [in'tentli] adv [watch, study, listen] with 
a lot of concentration and interest □ He was 
staring at me intently. 

inter [m't3:r] (ft & ff interred, cont interring) vt 
to bury <sb> (formal use), 

interact [.intsr'aekt] vi -1. [people] to talk with 
each other and do things together □ She 

interacts very well with other children of her age. 
-2. [forces, ideas] to have an influence on 
each other. 

interaction [.intsr'aekfn] n [of people, forces, 

ideas] see interact □ social interaction. 

interactive [.intsr'aektiv] adj [program, software, 

video] that makes it possible for a computer 
and its user to exchange information □ an 
interactive CD-ROM/encyclopedia. 

intercede [,int3r'si:d] vi to speak to somebody 
in order to represent or defend somebody 
else (formal use) □ Mr Goldberg is set to inter¬ 
cede on behalf of the US hostages. 

intercept [,int3r'sept] vt [thief, message, missile] 

to find and stop <sb/sthg that is going from 
one place to another> □ The drugs were inter¬ 
cepted at the border. 

interchange [tt 'intart/eind3, vb ,intor'tj'eind3] 
o n -1. [of ideas, staff, information] an ex¬ 
change. -2. transport a group of small roads 
that connect two or more larger roads □ Get 
off at the next interchange, and take the State 
Route 62. o vt to cause <people or things> to 
change places with each other □ The suit has 
a skirt and trousers, which means you can inter¬ 
change the two. 

interchangeable [,int3r'tj'eind33bl] adj [parts, 

people, terms] that can be interchanged with 
each other without making any difference □ 
“Nobody" is interchangeable with “no one". □ 
This food processor has several interchangeable 
graters. 

intercity [,int3rlsiti] o adj [train, bus] that pro¬ 
vides fast direct transport from one city to 
another without stopping at many stations. 
on an intercity train or bus. 

intercom [Tnt3rkDm] « a machine that people 
speak into, in order to communicate with 
people in a different part of a building □ The 
message came through or over the intercom. □ 
an intercom system. 

interconnect [,mtork3'nekt j vi [systems, build¬ 

ings] to be connected with each other, 

interconnecting [,int3rk3'nektir)] adj [rooms, 

wires] that are joined to each other, 

intercontinental [,mt3rkDnt3'nentl] adj [trade] 

that takes place between two or more conti¬ 
nents; [flight] from one continent to another 
o the intercontinental movement of goods □ an 
intercontinental trip. 

intercontinental ballistic missile n a missile 
that can be fired a long distance from one 
part of the world to another, 

intercourse l'int3rko:rs] n = sexual intercourse. 

interdenominational [.ints'bmDms'neij'nsl] adj 
religion [service, conference] that involves dif¬ 
ferent religious groups. 

interdepartmental [,int3rdi:pa:rt,mentl] adj [re¬ 

port, meeting, conflict] between departments 
of a company, institution, or organization, 

interdependent [,int3rdi'pend3nt] adj [depart¬ 

ments, systems, countries] that are closely 
connected and dependent on each other □ 
Man and nature are interdependent. 

interdict ['int3rdikt] n -1. law an order that 
forbids something. -2. religion in the Roman 
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Catholic Church, a punishment that forbids 
a person or group of people from taking 
part in important ceremonies, e.g. baptism. 

interest ['intrast] o « -1. [in somebody or some¬ 

thing] the desire to know about or be in¬ 
volved with something or somebody □ He's 
lost interest in his work. □ The show was can¬ 
celed through lack of interest. -2. [outside of 

work] a thing that one gives time and atten¬ 
tion to because it is enjoyable □ My main in¬ 
terests are squash, golf, and motor racing. -3. to 
be of interest to have a quality that makes 
one want to give one’s time and attention □ 
There's nothing of interest in the report. □ Politics 
holds no interest for me. -4. to be in sb's inter¬ 
ests) to give a possible advantage to sb a 
It's in your interest to apply. ■ in the interests of 
sthg in order to help sthg; in order to 
achieve sthg □ The government censored the 
book in the interests of national security. □ In the 
interests of hygiene, please wash your hands. 
-5. finance the money that somebody pays 
as a charge for borrowing money; the mon¬ 
ey that somebody earns when they invest 
money in something □ / paid back the money 
with interest. □ Interest on the loan is charged at 
12%. □ I'm paying 10% interest. □ Why don't you 
transfer your savings to a high-interest account? 
-6. business a financial share in a company or 
business activity □ / have a 40% interest in the 
company. □ a financial interest, 
o vt -1. to make <sb> feel interested □ Foot¬ 
ball just doesn't interest me. -2. to interest sb in 
sthg to persuade sb to do or buy sthg □ Can I 
interest you in a drink/in coming out to lunch? 

interested [ introstod| adj -1. [person] who 
wants to know about or be involved with 
somebody or something □ Would you be inter¬ 
ested in this job/in meeting him? □ Sorry, I'm not 
interested. -2. an interested party/group a 
person/group that is affected by something 
□ Developers will be contacting all interested par¬ 
ties to discuss their plans. 

interest-free adj [loan, credit] that is given 
without any interest being charged □ We of¬ 
fer six months' interest-free credit on any pur¬ 
chase over $500. 

interesting [’intrsstirj] adj [person, idea, ques¬ 
tion] that attracts and holds one’s attention □ 
That sounds interesting; let's try it! □ I'm reading 
a very interesting book. □ It’s interesting that you 
should mention her name. □ That's interesting, 
that's not what she told me! 

interest rate n the percentage that is used by 
a bank to calculate the interest charged on a 
loan □ Interest rates have gone up again. 

interface [n 'int3rfeis, vb ,int3rlfeis] o n -1. 
computing a device or system that enables 
two parts of a computer to communicate 
with each other and transfer information. 
-2. the point at which two separate things 
or groups of people meet and become con¬ 
nected in some way □ the management- 
employee interface, o vt computing to connect 
together <two or more devices, programs> 
etc that have different characteristics. 

interfere [,int3rlfi3r] vi -1. to become involved 

in and try to affect a situation that concerns 
other people and not oneself □ / never inter¬ 
fere in their quarrels. -2. to affect the progress 
of something in a bad way □ It's interfering 
with her work. 

interference [,int3r'fi3r3ns] « -1. [in a situation, 
quarrel] see interfere □ She won't tolerate inter¬ 
ference in or with her private life. -2. tech¬ 
nology a buzzing or crackling sound on a 
radio caused by crossed radio signals □ / 
can't hear it properly, there's a lot of interference. 

interfering [,int3rlfi3nrj] adj [person] who inter¬ 
feres in other people’s affairs (disapproving 
use) □ She's just an interfering old busybody. 

intergalactic [,int3rg3iaektik] adj (space, mis¬ 
sion] that travels between galaxies, 

interim [Tntsrim] adj an interim government/ 
report a govemment/report that is not per¬ 
manent but deals with a situation until 
something final or complete is ready. 

♦ in the interim adv in the time between 
two events □ In the interim, I have plenty to do. 

interior [in'ti3ri3r] o adj -1. [wall, lining, space] 

that is on the inside of a building or vehicle 
□ interior furnishings. -2. politics [minister, minis¬ 

try] that relates to a country’s own affairs 
and not to those of other countries. ■ the 
(United States) Department of the Interior the 
US government department responsible for 
the management of public land and natural 
resources, especially national parks, o n 
-1. [of a building, vehicle] the inside part of 
something □ The car has a very comfortable in¬ 
terior. -2. the interior the part of a country 
that is not near the ocean, 

interior decorator n a person whose job is to 
paint and decorate houses, rooms etc. 

interior designer n a person whose job is to 
decide the way that a house, room etc is 
decorated and furnished, 

interject [,int3r'd3ekt] (formal use) o vt to say 
<sthg> in the middle of what somebody 
else is saying, o vi: I couldn't say a single sen¬ 
tence without somebody interjecting. 

interjection [,int3r'd3ekfn] « -1. a sudden re¬ 
mark that interrupts somebody else who is 
speaking □ There were constant interjections 
from the audience. -2. grammar a word or 
phrase that is used to express a strong feel¬ 
ing, e.g. “ouch!” 

interlock [,int3r'lDk] o vt [wheels, gears, chairs] 
to join <things> together into a fixed posi¬ 
tion □ She sat with her chin on her hands, and 
her fingers interlocked, o vi [wheels, gears, 
chairs] The different parts interlock with each oth¬ 
er. □ a series of interlocking cogwheels. 

interloper ['int3rloup3r] n a person who tries 
to become involved with other people’s af¬ 
fairs or enters a place when they have no 
right to (formal use). 

interlude [int3rlu:d] « -1. a short break in an 
activity or situation, when something differ¬ 
ent happens □ At this point in the meeting there 
was a brief interlude while Frank went to make 
coffee. -2. cinema & theater a break between 
two parts of a movie, play, or performance 
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□ There will be a short Interlude before Act 2. 
-3. music a short piece of music between 
two parts of another performance □ a musical 
interlude. 

intermarry [lint3rlmaen] {ft & ff intermarried) 
vi -1. [people] to marry people from their 
own family, tribe, race etc. -2. [tribes, races] 

to become connected by marriage, 

intermediary [lint3r'mi:dj3ri] {fl intermediaries) 
n a person who helps to solve a dispute by 
talking to the people involved □ a govern¬ 
ment intermediary. 

intermediate [1int3r'mi:dj3t] adj -1. an inter¬ 
mediate stage a stage that is between two 
other stages. -2. an intermediate level educa¬ 
tion a level in between beginners’ and ad¬ 
vanced level □ a class for intermediate students. 

interminable [inlt3:rmin3bl] adj [trip, speech] 

that seems very long and boring □ We had to 
sit listening to Dad's interminable war stories. 

intermingle [lintar'mir)gl] vi [people] to mix 
with each other □ The settlers rarely intermin¬ 
gled with members of the local population. 

intermission [lint3rlmiJ'n] n a short break be¬ 
tween two parts of a movie, play etc. 

intermittent [lint3r'mit3nt] adj [noise, rain, pain] 

that is not constant, but stops and starts □ 
The weather will be cloudy with intermittent 
showers. 

intern [vb in't3:rn, n 'int3:rn] o vt [terrorist, crimi¬ 

nal] to limit the freedom of <sb>, e.g. by 
putting them in prison, especially for politi¬ 
cal reasons □ The men were interned in a prison 
camp, o n US a person who is going through 
the final stages of training as a doctor or 
teacher. 

internal [in't3:rnl] adj -1. [injury, bleeding] that 
happens inside a person’s body □ internal or¬ 
gans. -2. [wall, door] that exists inside a build¬ 
ing. -3. [affairs, politics, flight] that is connect¬ 
ed with or takes place in a particular coun¬ 
try and does not involve other countries □ 
The rebellion is described as a purely internal 
problem. -4. [memo, inquiry, dispute] that exists 
or happens within an organization □ The 
company is carrying out an internal investigation 
into the incident. 

internal-combustion engine n an engine 
that produces power by burning a mixture 
of fuel and air. 

internally [in't3:rns>li] adv [bleed, circulate] see in¬ 
ternal □ The job was advertised internally. 

Internal Revenue Service n —> IRS 

international [,int3r'naej'n3l] o adj [agreement, 

community, law] that happens in or involves 
several countries in different parts of the 
world □ He became an international star, o n 
sport a sports match, e.g. a soccer or rugby 
match, between the teams of two countries; 
a player who represents their country in 
such a match. 

International Chamber of Commerce n the 
International Chamber of Commerce an inter¬ 
national organization that aims to promote 
and protect its members’ business interests. 

international date line n the international 

date line the imaginary line that runs from 
the North Pole to the South Pole, the date 
of countries to the west of it being one day 
ahead of countries to the east. 

internationally [,int3r'naej'n3li] adv internation¬ 
ally recognized/famous recognized/famous in 
many different countries of the world □ 
Internationally, the situation is improving. 

International Monetary Fund n the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund a UN organization 
whose role is to help world trade and coun¬ 
tries that have financial problems. 

international relations npl the way that dif¬ 
ferent countries deal with each other. 

internecine [US ,intr'ni:sn, GB ,mt3'ni:sain] adj 
[struggle, fighting] that happens within the 
same country or community □ internecine 
warfare. 

internee [,int3:r'ni:] n a prisoner, especially a 
political prisoner. 

Internet ['int3rnet] « the Internet an interna¬ 
tional computer network, consisting of 
smaller linked networks, on which business, 
academic, and private users can have access 
to information and communicate with each 
other. 

internist ['intsfisst] n US a doctor who knows 
about general medical problems but does 
not perform operations. 

internment [in't3:rnm3nt] « [of a terrorist, crimi¬ 

nal] see intern □ an internment camp. 

interpersonal [,int3r'p3:rsn3l] adj [skills, relation¬ 

ships] that involve communication with oth¬ 
er people □ Managers need to develop good 
interpersonal skills. 

interplay ['int3rplei] n the way that people or 
things react and affect each other □ the inter¬ 
play between social and political factors. 

Interpol [US 'intrpoul, GB hntapnl] n an interna¬ 
tional organization for cooperation between 
the police forces of different countries. 

interpolate [in't3:rp3leit] vt (formal use) -1. to 
add <a word or words> to a conversation or 
text. -2. to interrupt somebody by saying 
<sthg>. 

interpose [,int3r'pouz] vt (formal use) -1. 
[comment, question] to add <sthg> to a con¬ 
versation. -2. [comment, question] to interrupt 
somebody by adding <sthg>. 

injterpretjin't3:rpr3t] o Vt -1. [remark, result, be¬ 

havior] t^-tmderstand <sthg>- in a particular 
way □ How would you interpret that? □ Their 
Sfarement is being interpreted as a willingness to 
cooperate. -2. [speech, dialogue] to put <sthg 
spoken in one language> into a different 
language □ Would you interpret that last section 
for me? -3. [piece of music, role) to perform 
<sthg> in a way that shows one’s ideas 
about it (formal use), o vi to put something 
spoken in one language into a different lan¬ 
guage □ Luckily my colleague was able to inter¬ 
pret for me. 

interpretation [in,t3:rpr3'tei.fn] n -1. a meaning 
chosen from several possible meanings □ 
Well, John, what's your interpretation of these 
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events? -2. [of a role, piece of music] the way 
something is performed, 

interpreter [in't3:rpr3t3r] n a person whose job 
is to put what is said, e.g. during meetings 
or conferences, from one language into an¬ 
other. 

interpreting [m‘t3:rpr3tirj] « the job of an in¬ 
terpreter □ simultaneous interpreting. 

interracial [,int3r,reiJ1] adj [tension, conflict, har¬ 
mony] that exists or happens between people 
of different races. 

interrelate [,mt3rn'leit] vt to be interrelated 
[factors, questions] to be connected with each 
other □ The problems of crime and poverty are 
interrelated. 

interrogate [in'tersgeit] vt -1. [suspect, prisoner] 
to question <sb> about a crime, sometimes 
in a threatening or aggressive way □ The 
men were interrogated by the police for several 
hours. -2. computing to get information from 
<a computer;-. 

interrogation [in,ter3'geifn] n [of a suspect, pris¬ 
oner] see interrogate □ She was taken away for 
interrogation. □ The confession was extracted un¬ 
der interrogation. 

interrogation mark k a question mark (formal 
use). 

interrogative [.ints'rogativ] o adj [pronoun, 
form] that is used to form a question, o « 
-1. the interrogative the form of a verb or 
grammatical construction that is used to 
make a question. -2. a word, e.g. “why” or 
“where”, that is used to form a question, 

interrogator [in'ter3geit3r] n a person who 
questions a suspect, prisoner etc during an 
interrogation. 

interrupt [.inta'rApt] o vt -1. [speaker] to do or 
say something that causes <sb> to stop 
speaking □ / was interrupted at several points 
during my speech. □ I'm sorry to interrupt your 
conversation. -2. [work, activity, process] to do 
something that causes <sthg> to stop for a 
period of time; [person] to do or say some¬ 
thing that causes <sb> to stop working □ 
We interrupt this program to bring you a news¬ 
flash. □ Don't let me interrupt you! o vi: I've told 
you before not to interrupt. 

interrupter [,int3'rApt3r] n electricity a device 
that opens and closes an electric circuit, 

interruption [.inta'rApJh] n -1. something that 
somebody says or does that causes an activ¬ 
ity or process to stop for a period of time □ 
The rehearsal took longer than usual as there 
were several interruptions. -2. [of work, an activ¬ 
ity, process] see interrupt □ V\/e were able to 
work without interruption. 

intersect [,int3r'sekt] o vi [lines, streets] to 
cross each other, o vt [line, street] to cut 
across <sthg> at a particular point □ This is 
the point where the two roads intersect. 

intersection [,int3r'sekfn] n the point at which 
two lines, roads etc meet and cross each 
other □ We stopped at a busy intersection. 

intersperse [,int3r'sp3:rs] vt to be interspersed 
with sthg to contain sthg at various points □ 
Her speech was interspersed with witty remarks. 

interstate (highway) [,int3rsteit-] « in the 
USA, a major highway going from one state 
to another □ You can get there on the interstate 
(highway). □ Interstate 75. 

interval ['int3rvl] n -1. [between two events] a 
period of time between two events or situa¬ 
tions □ There was an interval of three months 
between the attacks. ■ at intervals on repeated 
occasions with periods of time in between □ 
There are buses to town at regular intervals. ■ at 
monthly/yearly intervals once a month/year □ 
The patient's temperature is taken at 30-minute 
intervals. -2. GB [in a play, concert] a short 
break between two parts of a performance. 
-3. music the difference between two notes 
that do not have the same pitch. 

intervene [lint3r'vi:n] vi -1. [police, government] 
to become involved in an argument or fight 
to try and help end it □ The UN is reluctant to 
intervene in the dispute. -2. [war, strike] to oc¬ 
cur just when something else is supposed to 
happen, and as a result stop it from happen¬ 
ing □ However, an unexpected event was to 
intervene and upset all his carefully laid plans. 
-3. [hours, days, months] to pass □ Several 
hours intervened between Lou's arrival and that 
of Mabel. -4. [person] to interrupt somebody 
in order to say something □ Could I intervene 
a moment just to say a few words about the ar¬ 
rangements for lunch? 

intervening [,int3r'vi:nir)] adj in the intervening 
days/months etc in the days/months etc that 
come between two events or points in time 
□ Little had changed in the intervening period. 

intervention [,int3r'venfn] n [by the police, a 
government] see intervene □ Governments in the 
region are calling for UN intervention. □ military 
intervention. 

interventionist [,int3r'venjn3st] politics o adj 
[policy, stance] that favors the involvement of 
a government, especially in the affairs of an¬ 
other country, o « a person or state that is 
interventionist. 

interview ['int3rvju:] o n -1. a formal meeting 
in which an employer asks somebody ques¬ 
tions to discover how suitable they are for a 
job □ a job interview □ How did the interview go? 
□ an interview room. -2. media a conversation 
in which a journalist or TV presenter asks 
somebody well-known or interesting about 
themselves or about an event, situation etc 
□ The reporter managed to get an interview with 
the released hostages. □ She hasn't given an 
interview for years, o vt [candidate, politician, 
star] to ask <sb> questions in an interview □ 
He was interviewed by police for over an hour. 

interviewee [,intsrvju:'i:] n a person who is 
interviewed by an employer, journalist etc. 

interviewer [’int3rvju:3r] « the employer, jour¬ 
nalist etc who asks questions in an inter¬ 

view. 
interweave [,int3r'wi:v] (ft interwove l-'wouv], 

pp interwoven [-'wouvn]) vt [threads, lives] to 
join <two or more things;- together so that 
they are closely connected □ The branches 
were interwoven with each other. □ From that 
point on, their lives became closely interwoven. 
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intestate [in'testeit] adj to die intestate to die 
without making a will. 

intestine [in'testm] n an-organ in one’s body 
that consists of a long tube divided into a 
large and a small section and that carries 
food and water out of the body. 

♦ intestines npl = intestine □ an infection of the 
intestines. 

intimacy ['intamasi] (pi intimacies) n [of a rela¬ 
tionship, dinner] see intimate □ Much has been 
said of the intimacy between them. 

♦ intimacies npl personal thoughts that are 
usually only exchanged between people 
who have a very close relationship. 

intimate [adj & n 'intamat, vb ’intameit] o adj 
-1. [friend, relationship] very close □ We're on 
intimate terms. -2. [bar, dining room] that is 
small and has an atmosphere that allows 
people to speak to each other privately □ an 
intimate little restaurant. -3. [dinner, evening] 
that involves or suggests a romantic close¬ 
ness between two people □ an intimate tete a 
tete. -4. to be intimate with sb to have sex 
with sb (formal use). -5. intimate details/ 
thoughts etc very personal details/thoughts 
etc. -6. an intimate knowledge/understanding 
a detailed and correct knowledge/under¬ 
standing □ You must have an intimate aware¬ 
ness of the needs of small, rural communities. 
-7. an intimate link or connection a close link 
or connection. 

On a person who is a close friend of some¬ 
body (formal use). 
o vt to intimate (that)... to suggest that 
something is true or exists by saying some¬ 
thing indirectly (formal use) □ She intimated 
that she would support our campaign. 

intimately ['intamatli] adv [know, talk] see inti¬ 
mate □ I'm not intimately acquainted with him/ 
the details. 

intimation [.inta'meijri] n [of a feeling, event] an 
indirect sign of something (formal use) □ 
There was no intimation of the coming storm/war. 

intimidate [in'timadeit] vt to frighten <sb>, es¬ 
pecially by behaving aggressively □ Don’t be 
intimidated into doing what they're asking. 

intimidation [in.tima'deijn] n the act of fright¬ 
ening somebody, often in order to make 
them do something □ / refuse to give in to in¬ 
timidation. 

into [stressed 'intu:, unstressed 'inta, before vowel 
'into] prep -1. to go/step into a place to go/ 
step inside a place from the outside □ She 
got into the car. m to put sthg into sthg to put 
sthg inside sthg □ Pour the mixture into a bak¬ 
ing dish. -2. to bump into sb/sthg to hit sb/ 
sthg accidentally with one’s body □ He 
walked straight into a lamppost. -3. to change or 

develop into sthg to become sthg different □ 
The novel was translated into Spanish. □ / tore 
the letter into tiny pieces. -4. to get or change 
into a piece of clothing to put on a piece of 
clothing □ / got home from work and changed 
into my jeans. -5. an inquiry/investigation into 
sthg an inquiry/investigation that is about 
sthg □ We need more research into the causes 
of family breakdown. -6. math 4 into 8 8 divid¬ 

ed by 4 □ 2 into 6 goes 3 times. -7. to get into 
trouble/difficulties to begin experiencing 
trouble/difficulties □ You've got yourself into a 
real mess. -8. used to show that a particular 
period of time has passed □ / was a week into 
my training program before I met my new boss. 
-9. phrase to be into sthg to be interested in 
sthg and enjoy it (informal use) □ He's really 
into jazz/tennis. 

intolerable [in'tribrabl] adj [situation, cruelty, in¬ 
justice] that is so bad that one cannot accept 
it □ This is intolerableI 

intolerance [in'tDlarans] n the attitude of 
somebody who does not accept or respect 
other people’s behavior or beliefs. 

intolerant [in'tDlarant] adj [person, attitude] that 
shows intolerance □ He's terribly intolerant of 
women drivers. 

intonation [,inta'neijn] n the way a person’s 
voice gets higher and lower, e.g. when they 
are asking a question or expressing anger or 
excitement. 

intone [in'toun] vt to say <sthg> without mak¬ 
ing one’s voice higher or lower (literary use). 

intoxicated [in'tDksikeitad] adj -1. [person] who 
is drunk (formal use). -2. to be intoxicated by 
or with sthg [by success, fame] to feel so hap¬ 
py or excited about sthg that one does not 
behave in a sensible way □ He became intoxi¬ 
cated by the idea of power. 

intoxicating [in'tDksikeitir)] adj -1. intoxicating 
drink drinks that can cause somebody to be 
drunk □ 'Licensed for the sale of intoxicating liq¬ 
uor.' -2. [atmosphere, beauty, perfume] that 
makes one feel very happy or excited. 

intoxication [m.tDksi'keiJn] « (formal use) -1. 
the state of being drunk. -2. a strong feeling 
of happiness, excitement etc □ a feeling of in¬ 
toxication. 

intractable [m'traektabl] adj (formal use) -1. 
[person] who has a strong will and is difficult 
to control □ / tried to be persuasive, but he was 
intractable. -2. [problem] that seems impossible 
to solve. 

intramural [,intra‘mjuaral] adj [course, studies] 
that involves different departments or areas 
of study within the same university, college 
etc. 

intransigent [in'traensidgant] adj [person] who 
is not willing to change their attitude or be¬ 
havior (formal use). 

intransitive [in'trasnsativ] adj [verb] that has a 
subject but no direct object □ The verb 
"open" is intransitive in "the door opened" and 
transitive in "I opened the door". 

intrauterine device [,intraju:tarain-] « a small 
plastic or metal device that is placed inside a 
woman’s uterus to stop her from becoming 
pregnant. 

intravenous [,intra'vi:nas] adj an intravenous 
injection/drip an injection/a drip that goes 
into a person’s vein. 

in-tray n an open plastic or metal container 
on somebody’s desk that holds all the let¬ 
ters and papers that they must deal with □ 
The letter was sitting in my in-tray. 
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intrepid [in'trepid] adj [traveler, explorer] who is 
not afraid in dangerous situations (literary 
use). 

intricacy ['intrikasi] (pi intricacies) n [of a pat¬ 
tern, plan] see intricate. 

♦ intricacies npl [of a situation, system, subject] 
the small details that make something com¬ 
plicated □ He is acquainted with all the intrica¬ 
cies of the case. 

intricate ['intrikat] adj [pattern, plan, mechanism) 
that is complicated and made up of many 
small parts □ The workings are very intricate. □ 
The report discusses, in intricate detail, the 
causes of the crisis. 

intrigue [« 'intrirg, vb m'triig] o « -1. the act 
of making a secret plan, usually to gain 
power □ political intrigue. -2. a secret plan 
made by two or more people, o vf to be in¬ 
trigued by sthg to be very interested in sthg 
and want to know more about it □ / was in¬ 
trigued to hear you're emigrating, o vi to in¬ 
trigue against sb to make a secret plan to do 
sb harm. 

intriguing [in'trirgir)] adj [person, idea, story] 
that is very interesting because it is unusual 
and one knows little about it or does not 
understand it □ an intriguing tale of love and re¬ 
venge. 

intrinsic [in'trinsik] adj [merit, value, goodness! 
that is part of the nature of somebody or 
something □ The vase has little intrinsic value. 

intro ['introu] (pi intros) n = introduction (infor¬ 
mal use). 

introduce [.intra'diuis] vf -1. [guest, friend, hus¬ 

band) to make <sb> known to another per¬ 
son or people for the first time, usually by 
saying their name □ Have you all been intro¬ 
duced? □ Let me introduce myself. □ Can I intro¬ 
duce you to my wife? □ I'd like to introduce you 
to a colleague of mine. -2. [speaker, performer, 

contestant) to tell the audience the name of 
and a few details about <sb>, just before 
they take part in an event □ I'd like to intro¬ 
duce my next guest tonight. -3. to bring an ani¬ 
mal or plant to a place so that it becomes 
part of the environment □ This species was 
introduced into Britain by the Romans. -4. [law, 

method, change] to make <sthg> so that it 
becomes part of a system □ They're planning 
to introduce an airport tax. □ Modem business 
practices are gradually being introduced into the 
country. -5. to introduce sb to sthg [to a sub¬ 

ject, idea] to cause sb to experience sthg for 
the first time □ In Japan I was introduced to the 
delights of sushi. □ This introduced a period of 
conflict that lasted several years. -6. radio & tv 
[show, movie] to talk to the audience at the 
beginning of and during a program to tell 
them what it is about o The "Tonight" show is 
introduced by Ron Miller. 

introduction [.intra'dAkfn] n -1. an introduction 
to sthg [to music, food, art) a first experience 
of sthg □ That job was my first introduction to 
banking. -2. [to a book, lecture] the words at 
the beginning of something that say what it 
is about. -3. [to a subject] a book that gives 
the basic facts about a subject □ "An Introduc¬ 

tion to Physics." -4. [to a person, of a law, meth¬ 

od] the act of introducing somebody or 
something □ He was hoping for an introduction 
to the ambassador. □ Our guest tonight needs no 
introduction. □ Several jobs will be lost after the 
introduction of new technology. 

introductory [.intra'dAktari] adj [course, remark, 

chapter] that is intended to introduce people 
to something □ an introductory offer. 

introspective [.intra'spektiv] adj [person] who 
tends to spend a lot of time thinking about 
their own feelings and ideas, 

introvert ['mtrov3:rt] n an introverted person, 

introverted hintra'vsTtsd] adj [person] who 
thinks a lot about themselves and finds it 
hard to talk to other people □ She had always 
been the more introverted of the two sisters. 

intrude [in'truid] vi -1. [person] to disturb 
somebody by entering a place or situation 
where one is not wanted or should not be □ 
I hope I'm not intruding. □ He complained that the 
press was intruding into his family life. -2. [noise, 

smell, feeling] to have an unwelcome effect 
on something □ A voice intruded on my 
thoughts. □ Work was beginning to intrude on his 
private life. 

intruder [in'tru:d3r] n a person who enters a 
place illegally, usually in order to steal 
things. 

intrusion [in'tru:3n] tv. see intrude □ / resent 
these intrusions on our privacy. 

intrusive [in'truisiv] adj [person, noise] that in¬ 
trudes □ intrusive methods of journalism. 

intuition [.intfui'i/n] « the ability to know or 
feel that something is true even though it 
cannot be explained or proved; a sudden 
feeling that something is true that is caused 
by this ability □ female intuition □ / had a sud¬ 
den intuition that something was wrong. 

intuitive [ln'tiumtiv] adj [feeling, understanding! 
that shows intuition; [artist, writer, tennis play¬ 
er] who is able to use their intuition well □ 
She's a very intuitive player. 

Inuit ['inuit] On a member of a Native Ameri¬ 
can people living in northern Canada, Alas¬ 
ka, and Greenland; the language of this peo¬ 
ple. o adj: an Inuit custom. 

inundate [’inAndeit] vf -1. [village, plain] to flood 
<an area of land> (formal use). -2. to be inun¬ 
dated with sthg [with messages, offers, re¬ 
quests] to receive a lot of sthg in a short 
time, with the result that it is difficult to 
deal with □ Our office has been inundated with 
calls/mail. 

inured [i'nju3rd] adj to be inured to sthg [to vio¬ 
lence, pain] to be used to sthg unpleasant □ 
As a doctor you get inured to the sight of blood. 

invade [in'veid] vf -1. military [army, troops] to 
enter <an area> using military force with 
the intention of taking control of it □ France 
was invaded by Germany. -2. [tourists, insects, 
fans] to enter <a place> in great numbers 
and fill it □ Each year thousands of visitors in¬ 
vade our shores. -3. to invade sb's privacy/ 
peace to arrive suddenly and stop sb from 
having any privacy/peace. 
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invader [in'veida'] « a country, army, or per¬ 
son that invades a place □ Viking invaders. 

invading [in'veidirj] adj military [troops, tanks] 
that are invading a country or city □ an invad¬ 
ing army. 

invalid [adj in'vasbd, n & vh 'invalid] o adj 
-1. [election, ticket, document] that cannot be 
used because it is not legal or correct o Their 
marriage was pronounced invalid. -2. [result, 
theory, argument] that is not correct because 
it is based on a mistake □ The results were de¬ 
clared invalid and recounted, o « a person who 
is permanendy ill or disabled □ He has an in¬ 
valid mother. 

♦ invalid out vt sep to be invalided out of the 
army/navy/air force GB to be allowed to 
leave the army/navy/air force because of ill¬ 
ness or injury. 

invalidate [in'vaetadeit] vt -1. [result, theory, 
claim] to show that <sthg> is not true or 
correct □ The theory has been invalidated by 
more recent research. -2. [election, marriage] to 
stop <sthg> from being legal or correct □ Il¬ 
legible applications will be automatically invalidat¬ 
ed. 

invaluable [in'vaeljuabl] adj [experience, informa¬ 
tion, help] very useful □ She has been invaluable 
to the company for many years. 

invariable [in'vesrisbl] adj [quantity, number, rou¬ 
tine] that never changes, 

invariably [in'veariabli] adv a word used to 
say that something always happens □ Invari¬ 
ably, he was right/late. 

invasion [in'vei3n] n: see invade □ the annual 
tourist invasion □ The attention of the press con¬ 
stitutes an invasion of my privacy. 

invective [in'vektiv] n rude and insulting 
words used to attack somebody □ a stream of 
invective □ racist invective. 

inveigle [in'veigl] vt to inveigle sb into doing 
sthg to persuade sb to do sthg in a clever or 
subtle way (formal use). 

invent [in'vent] vt -1. [machine, method, word] 
to think of and create <sthg new> □ The first 
radar device was invented in Britain. -2. [excuse, 
reason, story] to think of and tell somebody 
<sthg that is not true> □ The figures were in¬ 
vented to disguise huge losses on the open mar¬ 
ket. 

invention [in'venfn] n -1. something that has 
been invented □ He was unable to sell his in¬ 
vention. -2. [of a machine, method, word] see in¬ 
vent □ the invention of the steam engine. -3. the 
ability to invent things □ It tested her powers 
of invention to the limit. -4. an excuse, reason 
etc that is not true □ His story turned out to be 
a complete invention. 

inventive [in'ventiv] adj [person] who is good 
at finding new and better ways of doing 
something □ a highly inventive solution □ He's 
an extremely inventive musician. 

inventor [in'vent3r] n a person who invents 
things. 

inventory [US 'invantoiri, GB -tri] (pi inven¬ 
tories) n -1. a detailed list of the goods, 
equipment etc that can be found in a par¬ 

ticular place. -2. US business the total amount 
of goods available for sale by a business, 

inventory control n a system of checking the 
amount of goods, equipment etc held by an 
organization. 

inverse [in'v3irs] o adj to increase in inverse 
proportion or relation to sthg to increase by 
the same amount as sthg decreases □ There 
is an inverse relationship between the amount of 
money people spend and the amount they save, 
o ti the inverse the opposite of something 
(formal use) □ In fact, the inverse is true. 

invert [in'v3:rt] vt [cup, chair] to turn <sthg> 
upside down or back to front (formal use) □ 
an inverted triangle □ The order of the words 
needs to be inverted. 

invertebrate [in'v3irtibr3t] « one of a group of 
animals, including insects and worms, that 
have no backbone. 

inverted commas [in,v3:rtod-] npl gb the 
marks (‘ ’ or “ ”) used in writing to show 
where the exact words that somebody said 
or wrote begin and end. 

inverted snob [in,v3irt3d-] n gb a person who 
says that they admire lower-class things or 
people and dislike upper-class things or peo¬ 
ple. 

invest [in'vest] o vt -1. finance [savings, capital] 
to put <money> into a bank account, busi¬ 
ness, stocks etc in order to make a profit a 
He invested $5,000 in a property company. -2. to 
use <a lot of time or energy> in order to 
achieve something □ He invested all his hopes 
in this project. -3. to invest sb with sthg [with 
an authority, power] to give sb sthg formally, 
o vi -1. to invest money in something □ 
Hansen has invested heavily in government 
bonds. -2. to invest in sthg to buy sthg useful 
that will last a long time □ You'd better invest 
in a new watch. 

investigate [in'vestigeit] o vt [suspect, situation, 
crime] to try to find out information about 
<sb/sthg> □ Police are investigating the causes 
of the accident, o vi [police, doctor, expert] In¬ 
vestigating magistrates now wish to interview the 
company's finance director. 

investigation [in.vesti'geijn] « -1. an investiga¬ 
tion into sthg [into allegations, activities, a crime] 
an official examination of sthg □ a police in¬ 
vestigation. -2. the process of trying to find 
out information □ Some of his activities require 
further investigation. 

investigative [us in’vestsgeitiv, GB -igativ] adj 
an investigative journalist/reporter a jour¬ 
nalist/reporter who tries to discover the 
truth about important issues □ investigative 
journalism. 

investigator [in'vestigeits1] n a person whose 
job is to find out information about some¬ 
thing, e.g. a crime or accident □ an insurance 
investigator. 

investiture [in'veststJV] n [of a mayor, arch¬ 
bishop] an official ceremony in which some1 
body is given an important job or position, 

investment [in'vestmant] n -1. [of savings, capi¬ 
tal] see invest □ The railroad network desperately 



561 involvement 

needs investment. -2. an amount of money 
invested in something □ The company offers 
you a good return on your investment. -3. 
finance the stocks, shares etc in which mon¬ 
ey is invested □ The company has investments 
all over the world. -4. [for the future] something 
bought in order to make a profit □ When 
house prices went up, this cottage turned out to 
be a good investment. -5. [of time, energy) the 
amount of time, energy etc spent on some¬ 
thing □ a huge personal investment. 

investment analyst rt a person who says 
how much money investments are likely to 
be worth by looking carefully at the activ¬ 
ities of different companies, 

investment bank n US a bank that organizes 
the sale of shares in new companies, 

investment trust n a limited company that 
buys and sells shares in other companies in 
order to make a profit for the people invest¬ 
ing in it. 

investor [in'vestar] n a person who invests 
money □ The government is trying to lure for¬ 
eign investors into the region. □ a small investor. 

inveterate [in'vetarat] adj -1. an inveterate 
dislike/hatred etc dislike/hatred etc that is 
unlikely to change □ an inveterate dislike of 
parties. -2. an inveterate liar/gambler etc a per¬ 
son who is unlikely to stop lying/gambling etc. 

invidious [in'vidiss] adj [task, duty, position] 
that is unpleasant for one to have or do be¬ 
cause it is likely to make other people jeal¬ 
ous or angry. 

invigilate [in'vid33leit] o vt GB to observe <an 
exam> to stop people from cheating, o vi: 
Mr Harris will be invigilating. 

invigilator [in'vid33leit3r] « GB a person who 
invigilates. 

invigorating [in'vigsreitip] adj [air, walk, swim] 
that makes one feel fresh and full of energy 
□ an invigorating shower. 

invincible [in'vinsabl] adj [army, champion, rec¬ 
ord] that cannot be beaten □ No one is invin¬ 
cible. 

inviolate [in'vaiabt] adj [reputation, happiness] 
that cannot be threatened or harmed in any 
way (literary use). 

invisible [in'vizabl] adj that cannot be seen □ It 
was so small as to be almost invisible. 

invisible assets npl things of value that be¬ 
long to a company but are not physical ob¬ 
jects, e.g. the right to make and sell a cer¬ 
tain product. 

invisible earnings npl foreign money earned 
by a country from investments or services 
but not from selling goods, 

invisible ink « a liquid used for writing that 
cannot be seen until it is heated, treated 
with a chemical, or looked at under a spe¬ 
cial light. 

invitation [.invi'teijn] « -1. [to a dinner, party, 
wedding] a spoken or written offer to some¬ 
body to go to a place for a particular pur¬ 
pose or activity □ / refused his invitation. □ 'By 
invitation only' □ a wedding invitation □ / received 
an invitation to the ball. -2. an invitation to sthg 

a situation, action etc that encourages some¬ 
body to do sthg □ Prison conditions are an 
(open) invitation to violence. 

invite [m'vait] vt -1. [person] to ask <sb> to 
come, especially to a social event □ There's a 
party tonight and you're all invited! □ He invited 
us in for coffee/out for dinner/over for drinks. □ 
We’ve been invited to their wedding. -2. to in¬ 
vite sb to do sthg to ask sb politely to do 
sthg □ You are invited to attend an interview. □ / 
will invite the audience to ask questions at the 
end of the lecture. -3. [comments, suggestions, 

questions] to ask people to give or make 
<sthg> □ Offers/Donations are invited. -4. [trou¬ 

ble, gossip, criticism] to make <sthg> likely to 
happen o Her technique invites comparison with 
the late Maria Callas. 

inviting [in'vaitig] adj [offer, food, smell] attrac¬ 
tive □ He held out the inviting prospect of a two- 
week Caribbean cruise. 

in vitro fertilization [in'vfitrou-] « the process 
of making a human egg develop outside the 
body using special equipment. 

invoice ['invois] o n a piece of paper showing 
goods or services that have been provided 
and the amount of money that has to be 
paid for them □ Have we received their invoice 
yet? o vt to give or send an invoice to <a 
customer or client>; to write an invoice for 
<goods or a service> □ We invoiced you for 
the goods on June 8. □ Has that last consignment 
been invoiced? 

invoke [in'vook] vt -1. [law, act, right] to use 
<sthg> as a reason for doing something (for¬ 
mal use). -2. [grief, enthusiasm] to cause some¬ 
body to have <a particular feeling> □ The 
case has invoked a great deal of public sympathy. 

involuntary [US in'votanteri, GB -sri] adj [move¬ 

ment, shudder, gasp] that one makes without 
a conscious effort. 

involve [m'volv] vt -1. [work, study, traveling] to 
have <sthg> as a necessary part □ The job in¬ 
volves overseas travel/visiting clients. -2. to af¬ 
fect <sb/sthg> directly □ We looked at several 
cases involving young children. -3. to involve sb 
in sthg [in a plan, argument, problem) to arrange 
for sb to take part in sthg □ I'd like to involve 
you more in dealing with clients. 

involved [m’vDlvd] adj -1. to be involved in 
sthg [in politics, research] to take part in sthg □ 
He was involved in secret talks with opposition 
leaders. ■ to be involved in a fight/an accident 
etc to be in a fight/an accident etc □ He was 
involved in a financial scandal. -2. [explanation, 

story] that is complicated □ The story is very 
long and involved. -3. to be involved with sb to 
have a close relationship with sb, especially 
a sexual one □ / don't want to get emotionally 
involved. -4. to be involved to be a necessary 
part of a process, job etc □ The amount of 
work involved is enormous. 

involvement [in'vDlvmsnt] n -1. [in politics, a 

fight, scandal! see involved □ Morris denied any 
involvement in the affair. -2. a desire or willing¬ 
ness to give a lot of enthusiasm and effort 
to something □ Thanks to your involvement we 
finished the project on time. 
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invulnerable [in'vAlnarabl] adj to be invulner¬ 
able [machine, weapon, person] to be impos¬ 
sible to harm □ He felt invulnerable. 

inward ['inward] o adj -1. [thoughts, feelings] 

that one feels but does not show to other 
people □ He had an inward sense of failure. 
-2. [flow, movement] toward the inside of a 
room, building etc. o adv to turn/open in¬ 
ward to tum/open toward the inside of a 
room, building etc □ The door opens inward. 

inward investment n money that is invested 
in a town, country, company etc by inves¬ 
tors from outside. 

inwardly ['inwardli] adv a word used to say 
that one feels something without showing it 
to other people □ Inwardly, she was angry/ 
pleased. 

inwards [’inwardz] adv = inward. 

I/O abbr of input/output. 

IOC {abbr of International Olympic Committee) 
n the IOC the international body responsible 
for organizing the Olympic Games. 

iodine [US 'aiadain, GB -di:n] « a chemical used 
in medicine to kill germs □ Paint the wound 
with iodine. 

ion I'aian] n physics an atom that is electrically 
charged. 

iota [ai'outa] n a very small amount of some¬ 
thing □ There's not one iota of truth in the story. 

IOU {abbr of I owe you) n a document that a 
person has signed and that states that they 
owe a particular person a particular amount 
of money □ an IOU for $100. 

IOW abbr of Isle of Wight. 

Iowa f'aiaws] a state in the Midwest of the 
USA, consisting mainly of farmland, abbre¬ 
viation: IA. size: 146,000 sq kms. population: 
2,776,755 {Iowans). capital: Des Moines. 

IPA {abbr of International Phonetic Alphabet) n 
the IPA a system of symbols that represent 
the sounds people make when they say 
words. 

IQ {abbr of intelligence quotient) n a measure 
of somebody’s intelligence, calculated using 
a special test o She has a high IQ/an IQ of 110. 

IRA n -1. {abbr of Irish Republican Army) the 
IRA an illegal organization whose aim is to 
make Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland into one country. -2. {abbr of individ¬ 
ual retirement account) a personal pension 
plan for people who live in the USA. 

Iran [i'ra:n] a country in southwestern Asia, 
between the Caspian Sea and the Persian 
Gulf. In the 1970s it became an Islamic fun¬ 
damentalist state, size: 1,650,000 sq kms. 
population: 62,800,000 {Iranians), capital: 
Tehran, language: Farsi, currency: rial, old 
name: Persia. 

Iran-Contra Affair n the Iran-Contra Affair a 
political scandal that happened during the 
presidency of Ronald Reagan. The President 
was accused of selling arms to Iran to have 
US hostages released, and giving the money 
to right-wing groups in Nicaragua. 

Irangate [Traingeit] n = Iran-Contra Affair. 

Iranian [I'reinjan] n & adj: see Iran. 

Iraq [i'ra:k] a country in southwestern Asia, 
between Arabia and Iran. In 1990 it invaded 
Kuwait, which led to the Gulf War. size: 
434,000 sq kms. population: 17,100,000 {Ira¬ 
qis). CAPITAL: Baghdad. LANGUAGE: Arabic, cur¬ 
rency: Iraqi dinar. 

Iraqi [I'rcnki] n & adj: see Iraq. 

irascible [I'raesabl] adj [person] who gets angry 
easily (formal use). 

irate [ai'reit] adj [person, letter] very angry □ He 
got very irate about it. □ an irate phone call. 

Ireland ['aisland] -1. geography an island in 
northwestern Europe in the Adantic Ocean, 
west of Great Britain, consisting of the Irish 
Republic and Northern Ireland. -2. politics = 
Irish Republic. 

iridescent [.iri'desnt] adj [color, feather, fish] 
that shows different bright colors when 
light shines on it (literary use). 

iris 1'airis] (pi irises) n -1. a tall purple or yel¬ 
low flower with long pointed leaves that of¬ 
ten grows near water. -2. anatomy the col¬ 
ored part of one’s eye. 

Irish ['ainf] o npl the Irish the people of Ire¬ 
land. o n the Gaelic language spoken in Ire¬ 
land. o adj: see Ireland □ an Irish accent. 

Irish coffee n coffee with cream and whiskey 
added. 

Irishman ['airifman] {pi Irishmen [-man]) n a 
man who comes from or Eves in Ireland. 

Irish Republic: the Irish Republic a country 
covering all the island of Ireland except the 
northeastern part, size: 70,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 3,500,000 {Irish), capital: Dublin. 
language: English, Irish. 

Irish Sea: the Irish Sea the part of the Adantic 
Ocean between Great Britain and Ireland. 

Irish setter n a dog that has a slim body and 
a coat of long, smooth, red-brown hair. 

Irish stew n a dish that consists of meat 
cooked with potatoes, onions, and carrots. 

Irish wolfhound [-'wulfhaund] « a large dog 
that has a slim body, small ears, and a thick 
gray coat. 

Irishwoman ['airifwuman] {pi Irishwomen) n a 
woman who comes from or lives in Ireland. 

irk [3:rk] vf to annoy <sb>. 

irksome ['3:rks3m] adj [task, duty, responsibility] 
annoying. 

IRN {abbr of Independent Radio News) n a 
company that produces news programs for 
commercial radio stations in Britain. 

IRO {abbr of International Refugee Organization) 
n the IRO a US organization that gives help 
to refugees. 

iron ['aiarn] o « -1. a very hard metal used to 
make steel. SYMBOL: Fe □ vast iron ore depos¬ 
its. -2. [for clothes] an electrical appliance 
with a flat base, a point at one end, and a 
handle on top, that is moved over clothes to 
make them smooth before they are worn □ 
an electric/a steam iron. -3. sport a special 
stick with a piece of shaped iron on the 
end, used for hitting a ball in golf a an 8 iron. 
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o adj -1. (bridge, bar, railing] made of iron □ a 

pair of huge iron gates. -2. [will, discipline] very 
strong □ I was very impressed by her iron self- 
discipline. m an Iron Man/Woman contest in 
the USA and Australia, a sporting event that 
takes place at a beach, including swimming, 
surfing, and running contests, 
o vt [shirt, sheet, trousers] to make <a piece 
of clothing or material> smooth by moving 
an iron across it □ My shirt needs ironing. 

♦ iron out vt sep to iron problems/differences 
out to solve problems/differences, especially 
when these are small □ They'll give me the 
contract once we've ironed out the details. 

Iron Age « the Iron Age the time, about 3,000 
years ago, when people began to use iron to 
make tools and weapons □ an Iron Age site/ 
arrowhead. 

Iron Curtain n the Iron Curtain a phrase used 
to refer to the border between the Com¬ 
munist countries of Eastern Europe and the 
rest of Europe during the Cold War. 

ironic(al) [ai'rDmk(l)] adj -1. [remark, smile, 

laugh] that shows that one means the oppo¬ 
site of what one has said □ an ironic tone of 
voice. -2. [situation, outcome, result] that is the 
opposite of what one would expect, espe¬ 
cially in a strange or amusing way □ How 
ironic that it should finish like this! 

ironically [ahronikli] adv -1. a word used to 
show that something is not what one would 
expect, especially in a strange or amusing 
way □ Ironically enough, his wife was having an 
affair at the same time as he was. -2. [remark, 

smile, laugh] see ironic. 

ironing ['ai3rmg] n -1. the activity of making 
clothes, sheets etc smooth by moving an 
iron over them □ Let him do the ironing for 
once! -2. the clothes, sheets etc that need to 
be ironed or that have just been ironed, 

ironing board n narrow table with a soft 
cover and folding legs on which one irons 
clothes. 

Iron Lady: the Iron Lady a nickname for 
Margaret Thatcher. 

iron lung n a large metal device used in the 
past by doctors to help paralyzed patients 
breathe. 

ironmonger ['aiabmiArigal n GB a person who 
sells metal tools, locks etc. ■ an ironmonger's 
the store where an ironmonger works, 

ironworks ['ai3rnw3:rks] (pi ironworks) « a fac¬ 
tory in which iron is prepared and shaped, 

irony ['airsm] (pi ironies) « -1. the use of 
words to express the opposite of what they 
usually mean in order to be humorous or 
show annoyance □ There was irony in her 
voice. -2. an element of a situation, story etc 
that is the opposite of what one would ex¬ 
pect, especially in a strange or amusing way 
a The irony is that it might be true. 

Iroquois ['irakwoi] n a member of a Native 
American people who now live in Quebec 
and New York State; the language of this 

people. 

irradiate [freidieit] vt -1. medicine [tumor] to 

treat <sthg> with radiation. -2. [fruit, vegeta¬ 
bles] to treat <food> with radiation to make 
it last longer by killing bacteria. 

irrational [I'raejnal] adj [person, behavior, deci¬ 
sion] that shows no logic and seems strange 
or unreasonable □ an irrational fear. 

irreconcilable [.irekan'sailabl] adj [views, opin¬ 
ions] that cannot be made to agree □ The dif¬ 
ferences between the two sides now seemed ir¬ 
reconcilable. 

irredeemable [.iri’diimabl] adj [loss, disaster, 
failure] that cannot be changed or made less 
extreme (formal use). 

irrefutable [.iri'fjuitabl] adj [evidence, argument, 
proof] that cannot be shown to be false (for¬ 
mal use). 

irregular [I'regjslal adj -1. [shape, surface, fea¬ 
tures] that is not smooth, even, or regular in 
pattern □ an irregular-shaped room. -2. [work, in¬ 
come] that is not continuous and secure; [in¬ 
tervals, hours] that are not always the same □ 
They pay me more because I have to work irregu¬ 
lar hours. -3. [procedure, behavior] that does 
not obey the usual rules (formal use) □ / don't 
think I should allow this, it is highly irregular. 
-4. grammar [verb, noun] that does not follow 
the normal pattern. 

irregularity [i.regjs'laerati] (pi irregularities) n 
-1. [in accounts, papers] something that does 
not obey the usual rules and so is not ac¬ 
ceptable □ The company was cleared of financial 
irregularities. -2. [of a shape, work, hours] see ir¬ 
regular. 

irregularly [I'regjabli] adv [work, eat, breathe] 
at irregular intervals □ / get paid irregularly. □ 
an irregularly shaped room. 

irrelevance [I'relsvans], irrelevancy [I'relav- 

snsi] (pi irrelevancies) « -1. see irrelevant. -2. 
something irrelevant □ Don't waste your time 
on irrelevancies. 

irrelevant [I'relavant] adj [information, comment] 
that is not connected with the subject being 
discussed and so is not useful □ What he says 
is irrelevant; it's what he does that matters. 

irreligious [,iri'lid33s] adj [person, attitude] that 
does not accept or have respect for religious 

beliefs. 

irremediable [.iri'miidjobi] adj [damage, situa¬ 
tion] that cannot be put right (formal use). 

irreparable [I'reparabl] ad) [damage, harm] that 
cannot be put right. 

irreplaceable [.iri'pleissbl] adj [jewelry, vase] 
that is so special that it cannot be replaced; 
[person] who is so well loved or good at 
their job that nobody else can replace them. 

irrepressible Qri'pressbl] ad] [person] who is 
always cheerful and lively □ His enthusiasm is 
irrepressible. 

irreproachable [.iri'prootj’obl] adj [character, con¬ 
duct] that cannot be criticized because it is so 

good. 

irresistible [.m'zistabl] adj -1. [person, charm] 
very attractive. -2. [desire, pressure] that is 
extremely strong or too strong to fight 
against □ Ralph felt an irresistible urge to start 
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giggling. □ There is now irresistible public demand 
for reform. 

irresolute [I'rezaluit] adj [person] who finds it 
hard to make decisions or take action (for¬ 

mal use). 

irrespective [,iri'spektiv] ♦ irrespective of 
prep [age, creed, sex] without <sthg> being 
taken into account □ We believe that everyone, 
irrespective of their financial status, has the right 
to a decent education. 

irresponsible [,iri'spDns3bI] adj [person, behav¬ 

ior] that shows a lack of concern for other 
people and might put them in danger o It's 
irresponsible to let young kids go out alone at 
night. 

irretrievable [.iri'trhvabl] adj -1. [loss, harm, 

situation] that is so bad that it cannot be put 
right. -2. [data, object] that has been lost and 
so cannot be used again. 

irreverent [I'revrsnt] adj [person, comment, hu¬ 

mor] that shows litde or no respect for im¬ 
portant people or things □ an irreverent sense 
of humor. 

irreversible [,iri'v3:rsabl] adj [judgment, decision] 

that cannot be changed; [change, damage] 

that cannot be removed and so has a per¬ 
manent effect □ The operation is irreversible. 

irrevocable [I'revakabl] adj [decision, commit¬ 

ment] that cannot be changed □ They have 
taken the first irrevocable step toward peace/war. 

irrigate firigeit] vt [field] to supply <an area of 
land> with water from specially made 
ditches so that crops can be grown; [wheat, 

bushes] to supply water for <crops> in this 
way. 

irrigation [.iri'geijn] n the act of irrigating 
land or crops; a system that does this □ an ir¬ 
rigation canal/system. 

irritable ['iratsbl] adj [person] who is easily an¬ 
noyed; [voice, reply] that shows irritation □ 
He's been very irritable lately. 

irritant ['iratsnt] n -1. something that causes 
irritation □ The continuous noise of traffic is an 
added irritant. -2. a substance that irritates the 
skin, eyes etc. 

irritate ['iriteit] vt -1. [person] to make <sb> 
annoyed, especially over a long period of 
time □ What irritates me most is the way she 
seems to look down on me. -2. [skin, eye, bowel] 

to make <part of one’s body> painful □ The 
smoke irritated her throat. 

irritated ['iriteitsd] adj -1. [person] annoyed □ / 
get very irritated with people who talk while I'm 
speaking. -2. [skin, eye] painful and red. 

irritating [’iriteitirj] adj -1. [person, habit, noise] 

that irritates other people □ It's irritating when 
people don't put things back where they belong. 
-2. [substance, material] that makes one’s skin, 
eyes etc painful and red. 

irritation [.iri'teij'n] n -1. a feeling of annoy¬ 
ance and impatience; something that causes 
this feeling □ / found to my irritation that there 
was none left. □ Hudson is likely to prove an irri¬ 
tation to the URP at the next election. -2. pain 
and redness of one’s skin, eyes etc. 

IRS (abbr of Internal Revenue Service) n the IRS 

the US government department responsible 
for collecting taxes. 

Irving [bdvirj], Washington (1783-1859) a US 
writer who is famous for his short stories. 
They include Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow. 

is [iz] vb —> be. 

Isaiah [US ai'zeia, GB -'zaia] in the Bible, one of 
the leading Hebrew prophets. 

ISBN (abbr of International Standard Book 
Number) n an identification number that is 
printed on all published books. Each book 
has its own number. 

ISDN (abbr of integrated services digital net¬ 
work) n a digital communications network 
that allows data to be sent from one com¬ 
puter to another by video or voice. 

Islam ['izla:m] n the religion of the Muslims 
that is based on the teachings of Muham¬ 
mad, and has the Koran as its holy book. 

Islamic [iz'temik] adj [fundamentalist, country, 
law] that follows Islam. 

island ['aibnd] n -1. geography a piece of land 
that is completely surrounded by water □ 
the island of Corfu □ a tropical island. -2. 
TRANSPORT = traffic island. 

islander ['aibnda1"] n a person who lives on an 
island. 

isle [ail] n -1. a word used to refer to an is¬ 
land as part of its name □ the Western Isles. 
-2. an island (literary use). 

Isle of Man: the Isle of Man a British island in 
the Irish Sea that has its own government 
and laws. Some British people keep their 
money there because the taxes are lower 
than on the mainland of Britain, size: 570 sq 
kms. population: 64,000 (Manx), capital: 

Douglas, language: English, Manx, currency: 
pound sterling. 

Isle of Wight [ wait]: the Isle of Wight an Eng¬ 
lish county consisting of an island in the 
English Channel. 

isn't [Tznt] = is not. 

isobar ['aisabad] n a line on a map that joins 
two areas with the same air pressure. 

isolate ['aisaleit] vt -1. [person] to keep <sb> 
apart from other people □ His lack of English 
isolated him from the rest of the group. 
-2. medicine [patient, dog] to keep <a sick per¬ 
son or animal> apart from others so that 
they do not pass on a disease. -3. chemistry 
(bacteria, gene) to find and separate <sthg> 
from something else in order to use or ex¬ 
amine it. 

isolated ['aisaleitsd] adj -1. [area, cottage, vil¬ 
lage] that is a long way from other places □ 
Deep snow has made it impossible to reach iso¬ 
lated farmhouses. -2. [person] who is lonely 
and has no contact with other people □ She 
felt very isolated and alone. -3. [example, inci¬ 
dent, case] that happens only once and is not 
typical □ a few isolated protests/showers. 

isolation [.aiso'leifn ] n: see isolate □ / experi¬ 
enced an overwhelming feeling of isolation. □ 40 
days of isolation. • in isolation [live, work] sepa¬ 
rately from other people; [happen, exist] sepa- 
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rately from other things □ The patients were 
kept in isolation while tests were carried out. □ 
The problem should not be considered in isola¬ 
tion. 

isolationism [.aisa'leijanizm] n a political poli¬ 
cy in which a country does not take part in 
the affairs of other countries, 

isosceles triangle [ai'sDsaliiz-] n a triangle 
that has two sides of the same length, 

isotope ['aisatoop] n any of at least two atoms 
that are of the same chemical type but have 
a different number of neutrons. 

Israel [US 'izrial, GB 'izreil] a country in the 
Middle East, on the Mediterranean Sea be¬ 
tween Syria, Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon, 
that was set up as a Jewish state in 1948. 
Tension with Palestinian groups and neigh¬ 
boring Arab countries has led to several 
wars in the region, size: 21,000 sq kms. 
population: 5,100,000 (Israelis), capital: Jeru¬ 
salem. language: Hebrew, Arabic, currency: 
shekel. 

Israeli [iz'reili] n & adj-. see Israel, 

issue ['iju:] o n -1. an important subject that 
often causes disagreement □ These are impor¬ 
tant political/social issues. □ A key issue in the de¬ 
bate will be the government's record on health¬ 
care. ■ at issue [point, question] that is being 
discussed because it is important a What's at 
issue is the whole future of the Middle East. ■ to 
make an issue of sthg to treat sthg as impor¬ 
tant so that other people pay a lot of atten¬ 
tion to it. -2. media a particular edition of a 
magazine, newspaper etc that is printed 
regularly □ 'Free with this week's issue.' -3. [of 

money, shares] a number of new banknotes, 
stamps, shares etc that are supplied or sold 
at the same time □ a new share issue, 
o vt -1. [statement, warning, order] to make 
<sthg> known officially □ The police have is¬ 
sued a description of the attacker. -2. [stamp, 

banknote, shares] to make <sthg> available, 
e.g. to the public. -3. [passport, document, uni¬ 

form] to provide <sthg> officially □ The Nor¬ 
wegians won't issue her a new visa. □ We will be 
issuing a number to each candidate, 
o vi to issue from a place [voice, sound, smoke] 

to come out of a place (formal use). 

Istanbul [.istaen'bul] a city in northwestern 
Turkey, on the Bosporus. It is Turkey’s larg¬ 
est city and its main port, population: 
6,620,241. old name: Constantinople. 

ISTC (abbr of Iron and Steel Trades Confedera¬ 
tion) n the ISTC a British labor union for 
metalworkers. 

isthmus [’ismas] n a narrow piece of land 
with water on each side that joins two 
much larger pieces of land, 

it [it] pton -1. the thing that has just been 
mentioned, seen etc; the baby or animal 
that has just been mentioned, seen etc (used 
as the subject or object of a verb, or after 
prepositions) □ "Did you enjoy your meal? 
“It was OK." □ The house is small, but it's com¬ 
fortable. □ Is it a boy or a girl? □ Take a casserole 
dish and arrange the vegetables in it. -2. used to 
show how one feels about a situation or 

fact □ Cheer up, it's not that bad! □ It's a waste 
of time arguing with him. -3. used to refer to 
the time, date, or weather □ It's still raining. □ 
It's half past five. □ "What's the date today?" — 
"It's Friday, June 12." -4. used to emphasize 
part of a sentence □ It's Philip I'm really worried 
about, not her. -5. used to identify who is 
present, or talking on the telephone □ Hello, 
it's me, Mary! □ Who is it on the phone? ■ what 
is it? what is the problem? 

IT n abbr of information technology. 

Italian [I'taeljan] n & adj-. see Italy, 

italic [I'taehk] adj [lettering, script] that slopes to 
the right, and is usually used to make a par¬ 
ticular word or phrase stand out in a printed 
text. 

♦ italics tipi italic letters □ This example is in 
italics. 

Italy [Ttsli] a country in southern Europe, 
consisting of a long peninsula in the Medi¬ 
terranean Sea and the islands of Sicily and 
Sardinia, size: 301,000 sq kms. population: 

57,700,000 (Italians), capital: Rome, lan¬ 

guage: Italian, currency: lira. 

ITC (abbr of Independent Television Commis¬ 
sion) n the ITC the organization that gives 
broadcasting licences to British commercial 
television companies. 

itch [it J] on a feeling of slight discomfort or 
irritation on the skin that makes one want 
to scratch it □ I've got an itch on my leg. o vi 
-1. [arm, rash] to cause an itch; [person] to feel 
an itch □ My legs are itching. □ I'm itching all 
over. -2. to be itching to do sthg to be impa¬ 
tient to do sthg □ Go on, I know you're itching 

to tell me. 
itchy ['itji] (compar itchier, superl itchiest) adj 

that causes one to itch □ This sweater is itchy. 

it'd [’itad] = it would, it had. 

item [’aitam] n -1. one of the things on a list 
or in a group of things □ The first item on 
today's agenda is the advertising budget. □ an 
item of clothing. -2. an article in a newspaper 
or magazine □ There's an item about it in the lo¬ 

cal paper. 
itemize, -ise ['aitamaiz] vt [goods, contents] to 

make a list of <things>. 
itemized bill ['aiiomai/.d-] n a bill that lists all 

the items that make up the total, rather 
than just showing the total, 

itinerant [I'tinarant] adj an itinerant worker/ 
preacher etc a worker/preacher etc who 
travels around and works for short periods 
in different places. 

itinerary [US ai'tinareri, GB -ran] (pi itineraries) 
« a plan of a journey with a list of the 
places that will be visited □ -4 full itinerary will 
be sent to you nearer the date of departure. 

it'll [itl] = it will. 
ITN (abbr of Independent Television News) n a 

company that produces news programs for 

ITV. 
its [its] det -1. that belongs to or is connected 

with the thing or place that has just been 
mentioned, seen etc □ The house and all its 
contents were sold. □ The committee will prod- 
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uce its report next month. -2. that belongs to 
or is connected with a child or animal that 
has just been mentioned, seen etc □ The baby 
had dropped its toy. 

it's [its] = it is, it has. 

itself [it’self] prott -1. used as the object of a 
verb to refer to the same animal or thing as 
the subject of the verb; used after a preposi¬ 
tion □ The committee has given itself two 
months to prepare its final recommendations. □ 
The oven switches off by itself. -2. used to em¬ 
phasize “it”, or the name of an animal or 
thing that is the subject or object of a verb □ 
The surrounding countryside is pretty, and the 
town itself has many interesting old buildings. ■ 
in itself if one thinks about the particular 
situation only □ The island has very little night 
life, though this in itself is not a disadvantage. 

ITV (abbr of Independent Television) n a system 
of regional commercial television companies 
forming one national broadcasting channel 
in Britain. 

IUD n abbr of intrauterine device. 

IV adj abbr of intravenous. 

I've [aiv] = I have. 

IVF n abbr of in vitro fertilization. 

ivory [’aivsri] o « the hard white substance 
that elephants' tusks are made of □ an ivory 
carving/ring, o adj of the color of ivory. 

ivory tower n to live in an ivory tower to re¬ 
fuse to face the problems and unpleasant as¬ 
pects of everyday life. 

ivy faivi] n an evergreen plant with dark- 
green shiny leaves that grows up walls and 
trees. 

Ivy League n the Ivy League a group of eight 
important US universities. They are located 
in the northeast and are very highly respect¬ 
ed □ an Ivy League college/education. 

W IVY LEAGUE 

The term Ivy League is used in the USA to 
refer to Dartmouth College and the univer¬ 
sities of Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, 
Pennsylvania, Princeton, and Yale. They are 
among the oldest universities in the USA 
(the name refers to the ivy growing on the 
walls of the old buildings). An Ivy League 
diploma is a recognized sign of success. 

j [d3ei] (pi j's or js), J [d3ei] (pi J's or Js) n the 
tenth letter of the English alphabet. 

J/A abbr of joint account. 

jab [d3a;b] (pt &t pp jabbed, cont jabbing) o n 

-1. a sudden forceful push □ He gave her a jab 
in the ribs. -2. GB an injection (informal use), 
o vt to jab sthg into sb/sthg [finger, knife] to 
push sthg into sb/sthg with a short, quick, 
forceful movement □ The nurse jabbed the 
needle into my arm. ■ to jab one's finger at sb 
to make short, quick, forceful movements 
with one’s finger in the direction of sb. o vi 
to jab at sb/sthg to hit sb/sthg with short, 
quick, forceful blows □ "That's where we are, " 
she said, jabbing at the map with her pencil. 

jabber ['d3ceb3r] o vt [apology, excuse] to say 
<sthg> quickly and unclearly, usually be¬ 
cause one is excited, o vi: He was jabbering 
away in some foreign language. 

jack [d3aek] « -1. a mechanical or hydraulic de¬ 
vice for raising a heavy object such as a car 
off the ground. -2. a playing card with a pic¬ 
ture of a young man on it that is below the 
queen in value and above the ten □ the jack 
of hearts. -3. electricity an electric plug with 
a single pin. 

♦ jack up vt sep -1. to jack a car up to raise a 
car off the ground with a jack. -2. to jack a 
price up to raise a price a lot □ They jack up 
their prices in the tourist season. 

jackal ['d3aekl] n a wild animal related to the 
dog that lives in Africa and Asia and often 
feeds on dead animals. 

jackaroo [,d3aek3'ru:] n AUS a young male 
worker on a cattle or sheep farm who is 
training to be a farm manager. 

« JACKAROO 

Most Australian sheep and cattle farms, or 
“stations”, are very large, with many thou¬ 
sands of animals spread over thousands of 
square kilometers of land. Traditionally, 
jackaroos (and jillaroos, their female equiva¬ 
lent) used to spend many months of each 
year traveling around a station on horse¬ 
back, gathering the animals on a station to¬ 
gether. Now they do most of this work by 
helicopter and motorcycle. 

jackdaw ['d3aekdo:] n a large black and gray 
bird of the crow family that is believed to 
like stealing bright objects. 

jacket ['d3aek3t] n -1. clothing a short coat a a 
denim/leather jacket. -2. [of a book] the paper 
cover of a book □ There's a picture of JFK on 
the jacket. -3. US [of a. record] the envelope in 
which a record is kept. 

jacket potato n GB a potato baked in its skin. 

Jack Frost [,d3ask-] an imaginary person, used 
as a symbol for frost or winter. 

jackhammer ['d3aekhaem3r] n US a type of drill 
that is worked by compressed air and is 
used to break up hard materials such as 
road surfaces. 

jack-in-the-box n a children’s toy that con¬ 
sists of a box with a doll inside that jumps 
out when the lid is opened. 

jack knife n a knife with a blade that can be 
folded away into the handle. 

^ jack-knife vt [semitrailer] to go out of control 



567 January 

and stop with the trailer at a sharp angle to 
the cab. 

jack-of-all-trades {pi jacks-of-all-trades) n a 
person who can do many different types of 
work. 

jack plug n gb electricity = jack, 

jackpot ['d3aekpDt] n the biggest prize in a 
game, competition, or lottery. 

Jack Russell (terrier) [-tasI-] « a small dog 
with short legs and a white coat with dark 
or pale markings. 

Jackson ['dsaeksan], Andrew (1767-1845) a 
US soldier, who was President from 1829 to 
1837. He is famous for defending New Orle¬ 
ans from the British in 1815. 

Jackson, Stonewall (1824-1863) a Confeder¬ 
ate general in the American Civil War. 

Jack the Ripper a murderer who killed sev¬ 
eral prostitutes in the East End of London in 
the 19th century. 

Jacob ['d3eik3b] in the Bible, one of the 
grandchildren of Abraham. His twelve sons 
started the twelve tribes of Israel, the ances¬ 
tors of the Jewish people. 

Jacobean [,d3*k3'bi3n] adj that is connected 
with the period when James I was king of 
England (1603-1625). 

Jacobite ['dsaekabait] n a supporter of James II 
of England after power was taken from him 
in 1688. 

Jacuzzi™ [d33'ku:zi] n a bath or pool that has 
jets under the water that keep the water 

moving. 
jade [d3eid] o « -1. a semiprecious stone, 

usually green, used for making jewelry and 
ornaments □ a jade ring. -2. the green color of 
jade, o adj of the color of jade, 

jaded ['d3eidad] adj [person] who is tired and 
unenthusiastic about something, especially 
because they have experienced it many 
times □ He used to enjoy presenting the pro¬ 
gram, but he seems so jaded nowadays. 

jagged ['d3asgad] adj [edge, outline, surface] that 
is rough and uneven with sharp points □ We 
climbed over the jagged rocks. 

jaguar [US 'd3aegwa:r, GB -jus] « a large wild 
cat with spotted fur, similar to the leopard, 
that lives in Central and South America, 

jail [d3eil] o n a prison □ He was sent to jail, a 
He spent 75 years in jail, o vt to put <sb> in 
jail □ He was jailed for 15 years/for murder. 

jailbird ['d3eilb3:rd] n a person who is in pris¬ 
on, or who has been in prison (informal use), 

jailbreak ['d3eilbreik) n an escape from prison, 

jailer ['d3eilar] n a prison officer, 

jam [d3aem] (pt & pp jammed, cont jamming) 
o n -1. a sweet food made of fruit boiled 
with sugar, usually kept in jars and spread 
on bread □ strawberry jam □ a jam sandwich. 
-2. a long line of vehicles on a road that 
cannot move forward, or which is moving 
very slowly □ lA/e were stuck in a jam for over 
an hour. -3. to get into a jam to get into a dif¬ 
ficult situation (informal use) □ Sue s got her¬ 
self into another jam at work. 

o vt -1. to jam sthg on or onto sthg to push 
sthg quickly and roughly on sthg so that it 
stays in place □ He jammed the lid on firmly. 
-2. [piece of machinery, door, window] to cause 
<sthg> to stay fixed in one position □ Jam 
the window open. □ / jammed the brakes on. 
-3. to be jammed [place] to be very full of 
people or things □ The streets were jammed 
with traffic/shoppers. -4. to jam a switchboard 
to stop a switchboard from working proper¬ 
ly because there are too many telephone 
calls to it at one time □ The switchboards were 
jammed after the program. -5. RADIO to prevent 
<a radio signal, broadcast> etc from being 
heard properly by broadcasting noise on the 
same wavelength □ The authorities have been 
jamming all our broadcasts, 
o vi [machine, door) to get stuck □ The lever 
has jammed. 

Jamaica [d33'meik3] a country in the Carib¬ 
bean, south of Cuba, size: 11,425 sq kms. 
population: 2,500,000 (Jamaicans), capital: 
Kingston, language: English, currency: Ja¬ 
maican dollar. 

Jamaican [dss'meiksn] n & adj: see Jamaica, 

jamb [d3£em] n the side part of a door frame 
or window frame. 

jamboree [.dsaemba'ri:] n a large party or cel¬ 
ebration. 

James I [,d3eimzd3'f3:rst] (1566-1625) King of 
England from 1603 to 1625, and King James 
VI of Scotland from 1567 to 1625. 

James II [,d3eimzd3'seknd] (1633-1701) King 
of England and Ireland from 1685 to 1688, 
and King of Scodand, as James VII. He be¬ 
came a Catholic, and had to give up his 
right to be king and live in exile. 

James [d3eimz], Henry (1843-1916) a US 
novelist who lived in England from 1869. 
He is well-known for his elegant style. His 
work includes The Portrait of a Lady and The 
Ambassadors. 

James, Jesse (1847-1882) a US criminal 
who robbed banks and trains and had his 

own gang. 

jam-packed adj to be jam-packed [street, room, 

suitcase] to be very full (informal use), 

jam session n an informal performance of 
jazz or rock music that has not been 

planned. 

Jan. abbr of January. 

Jane Doe [,d3ein'dou] a term used in US law 
for a woman whose name is not known, or 
which cannot be made public for legal rea¬ 

sons. 

jangle ['d3aeggl] o « a ringing, unpleasant, me¬ 
tallic sound, e.g. of keys or pans being 
knocked together, o vt [keys, pans, bells] to 
cause <sthg> to make a jangling sound, o vi 
[keys, pans, bells] / knew there was money in the 
bag because it jangled when I shook it. 

janitor ['d3asnit3r] n US St SCOT a person whose 
job is to take care of a building, e.g. an of¬ 

fice or school. 

January ['d3aenjueri] n the first month of the 
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year in the Western calendar; see also Febru¬ 
ary. 

Japan [d33'pa;n] a country in eastern Asia, 
consisting of four main islands (Hokkaido, 
Kyushu, Honshu, and Shikoku) and many 
smaller islands, size: 373,000 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 124,800,000 (Japanese). capital: Tokyo. 
language: Japanese, currency: yen. 

Japanese [.dsaEps'nnz] (pi Japanese) o npl the 
Japanese people who come from Japan, o « 
the language spoken in Japan, o adj: see Ja¬ 
pan □ the Japanese economy. 

jar [d3a:r] (pt & pp jarred, cont jarring) o n a 
glass container, usually with a lid that can 
be sealed, for keeping preserved food in, e.g. 
jam or honey □ a jam jar. o vt to shake <sb/ 
sthg> sharply □ / jarred my back when I jumped 
off the wall, o vi -1. [noise, voice, accent] to be 
annoying or irritating □ His laugh began to jar 
on her. -2. [colors, opinions] to clash. 

jargon ['d3a:rgan] n words and expressions 
that are used by particular groups of people, 
e.g. doctors and lawyers, and that are diffi¬ 
cult for other people to understand □ 
computer/legal jargon. 

jarring ['d3a:rii)] adj [noise, sight, colors] that is 
unpleasant and irritating. 

Jarrow March [,d3aerou-] n the Jarrow March a 
demonstration in 1936, when many unem¬ 
ployed workers walked from Jarrow, in 
northeastern England, to London to protest 
about unemployment in their area. 

jasmine ['dsaszmsn] n a climbing plant with 
small yellow or white flowers that have a 
sweet smell. 

jaundice ['d3o:ndas] « an illness that makes 
the skin and the whites of the eyes turn yel¬ 
low. 

jaundiced [‘d3o:nd3st] adj [view, opinion] pessi¬ 
mistic and cynical □ Oscar's been in the busi¬ 
ness so long he's got a jaundiced view of it. 

jaunt [d3o:nt] n a trip that is taken for pleas¬ 
ure. 

jaunty ['d3o:nti] (compar jauntier, superl jaunti¬ 
est) adj [clothing, gesture] that shows that one 
is feeling cheerful and confident □ She wore 
her hat at a jaunty angle. 

Java [’d3a:v3] an island that forms part of 
Indonesia, size: 130,000 sq kms. population: 
108,000,000. 

javelin t'd3®vbn] n a light spear that is 
thrown in sports events. 

jaw [d3ox] o n one of the two bones in the 
head that the teeth are attached to □ the low¬ 
er jaw. o vi to talk, usually for a long time 
and about unimportant things (informal use). 

jawbone ['d3o:boon] n the bone in the lower 
jaw. 

jay [d3ei] n a noisy and colorful bird belonging 
to the crow family. 

Jaycee [,d3ei'sii] n in the USA, a member of 
the junior chamber of commerce, an organi¬ 
zation that holds social activities. 

jaywalk ['d3eiwo:k] vi to cross the road in a 

careless way and ignore pedestrian cross¬ 
ings. 

jaywalker ['d3eiwo:k3r] n a person who jay¬ 
walks. 

jazz rdsffizj n -1. a type of music, originally 
black American music, that is usually played 
on trumpets, saxophones, a piano, and 
drums, has a strong beat, and allows the 
musicians to improvise □ a famous jazz musi¬ 
cian. -2. phrase and all that jazz and all that 
kind of thing (informal use) □ honor, duty to 
one's country and all that jazz. 

♦ jazz up vt sep to jazz sthg up [room, building, 

appearance] to make sthg more interesting, 
bright, or exciting (informal use) □ You could 
jazz it up with some posters on the wall. 

jazz band n a group of jazz musicians who 
play together. 

jazzy J'd3aezi] (compar jazzier, superl jazziest) 
adj -1. [colors, clothes] bright and striking. 
-2. [music, tune] that is in the style of jazz. 

JCR (abbr of junior common room) n a com¬ 
mon room for students in some British uni¬ 
versities. 

JCS n abbr of Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

JD n abbr of Justice Department, 

jealous J'd3el3s] adj -1. [person] who feels an¬ 
ger and dislike toward a person because that 
person has something that they would like 
□ He is jealous of her/of her success. □ You're 
just jealous! -2. [husband, wife] who feels an¬ 
gry and unhappy because they are afraid 
that somebody they love may love some¬ 
body else more than them □ a jealous lover □ 
He gets jealous easily. -3. to be jealous of sthg 
to be protective of sthg that one has and 
wants to keep □ He is very jealous of his repu¬ 
tation. 

jealously ['d3ebsli] adv [look, watch] see jealous 
□ The recipe is a jealously guarded secret. 

jealousy ['d3ebsi] « a jealous feeling □ Jeal¬ 
ousy is a more destructive feeling than envy. 

jeans [d3i:nz] npl casual trousers made of 
strong, usually blue, cloth □ a pair of jeans. 

Jedda ['d3eda] a city in Saudi Arabia and its 
main port, on the Red Sea. population: 
1,500,000. 

Jeep™ [d3i:p] « a small open car with four- 
wheel drive, originally used by the Ameri¬ 
can army. 

jeer [d3i3r] o vt [performer, speaker] to show 
one’s disapproval of <sb> by shouting in¬ 
sults or making rude noises, o vi [audience, 

spectators] The crowd jeered at him. 

♦ jeers npl insults shouted or noises made by 
people to show their disapproval of some¬ 
body □ There were loud jeers from the fans as 
Lukas was sent off. 

jeering ['d3i3rn)] o « jeers, o adj: jeering 
crowds. 

Jeeves [d3i:vz] in the comic novels of P. G. 
Wodehouse, a servant who is more intelli¬ 
gent than his master, Bertie Wooster. 

Jefferson ['d3ef3rs3n], Thomas (1743-1826) 
US President from 1801 to 1809. He wrote 
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most of the Declaration of Independence 
and made the Louisiana Purchase. 

Jehovah [dji'hoovs] a name for God in the 
Old Testament. 

Jehovah's Witness « a member of a reli¬ 
gious organization that believes that every¬ 
thing in the Bible is true and that the world 
is going to end soon. 

Jekyll [’d3ekl]. Dr a character in R. L. Steven¬ 
son’s story The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde, who turns into the evil Mr. Hyde 
when he experiments with drugs, 

jell fd3el] v» -1. [ideas, plans] to become clearer 
and more definite. -2. [liquid] to become thick 
or solid. 

Jello™ l'd3eloo] n US a dessert made from 
gelatine and fruit juice that wobbles when it 
is shaken. 

jelly [' d3eli] (pi jellies) n -1. GB = Jello. -2. a 
type of thick jam that does not contain any 
pieces of fruit □ blackberry jelly. 

jelly bean n a small soft candy made in the 
shape of a bean. 

jellyfish ['d3elifij] (pi jellyfish or jellyfishes) n a 
sea animal with a clear soft body and long 
tentacles that hang in the water below it 
and often sting. 

jelly roll n US a thin sponge cake that has 
been spread with jam and rolled up. 

jemmy GB « = jimmy. 
jeopardize, -ise ['d3ep3rdaiz] vt [future, career, 

relationship] to put <sthg> in danger of being 
damaged, harmed, or lost □ This latest setback 
could jeopardize their chances of winning the 
championship. 

jeopardy ['d3ep3rdi] n to be in jeopardy [person, 

plan, future] to be in danger of being dam¬ 
aged, harmed, or lost □ This recent spate of at¬ 
tacks puts the whole peace process in jeopardy. 

jerk [d33:rk] on-1. a short sudden movement 
□ The train stopped with a jerk. □ She gave the 
handle a jerk. -2. [person] a stupid person (in¬ 
formal use) □ What a jerk! o vt to pull <sthg> 
suddenly and forcefully for a short distance 
□ The door was jerked open, o vi [train, person] 

to move suddenly and quickly □ The truck 
jerked to a halt. □ Her hand jerked up instinctively. 

jerkily ['d33:rkili] adv [move, drive] see jerky, 

jerkin ['d33:rkin] « a short sleeveless jacket, 

jerky ['d33:rki] (compar jerkier, superl jerkiest) 
adj [movement] that is not smooth because it 
is caused or interrupted by jerks □ Your driv¬ 
ing is pretty jerky, but you'll be OK with practice. 

jerry-built ['d3eri-] adj [house, apartment] that 
has been built quickly and cheaply, without 
paying attention to safety or quality, 

jerry can n a container with flat sides for 
keeping gasoline in, often kept in vehicles, 

jersey ['d33:rzi] (pi jerseys) n -1. a piece of 
clothing with sleeves, usually made of knit¬ 
ted wool and worn over a shirt. -2. a fine 
slightly stretchy cloth, usually used for mak¬ 
ing women’s dresses. 

Jersey ['d33irzi] -1. the largest of the Channel 
Islands, famous for its dairy products. Some 

British people keep their money there be¬ 
cause the taxes are lower than on the British 
mainland, size: 116 sq kms. population: 

77,000. capital: St Helier. -2. US = New Jer¬ 
sey (informal use). 

Jerusalem [d33'ru:s3tam] the largest city in Is¬ 
rael, and a very important place in the histo¬ 
ry of the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim reli¬ 
gions. It was declared the capital of Israel in 
1980. population: 398,200. 

Jerusalem artichoke n the root of a sun¬ 
flower plant that has an irregular lumpy 
shape and is eaten as a vegetable, 

jest [d3est] n to say sthg in jest to say sthg as 
a joke. 

jester ['dsesto'] n a person who, in former 
times, was often employed by a king or 
queen to amuse them by telling jokes, per¬ 
forming tricks etc. 

Jesuit I'd3e3iu3t] o « a member of the Society 
of Jesus, a male religious order in the Catho¬ 
lic church which is very loyal to the Pope 
and does a lot of missionary work, o adj: a 
Jesuit priest/school. 

Jesus (Christ) l'd3i:zas-] a Hebrew preacher 
who founded the Christian religion. His life 
is described in the New Testament, 

jet [d3et] (pt & pp jetted, cont jetting) o n 
-1. aviation a plane that has jet engines □ 
She arrived here by jet. □ a private/passenger jet. 
-2. [of water, steam] a thin stream of a liquid 
or gas that comes from a small hole with 
great force □ A jet of ink is sprayed onto the pa¬ 
per. -3. [for water, steam] a small hole in a 
piece of equipment that a jet of water, 
steam etc comes out of □ a gas jet. o vi avia¬ 
tion to travel by jet □ She's jetting off to New 
York again. 

jet-black adj [hair] very dark black, 

jet engine n a powerful engine, usually used 
for modem aircraft, that forces out a stream 
of hot air and gases behind it. 

jet foil n a boat that is built on structures like 
two legs and that rises out of the water 
when it is traveling fast, 

jet lag n a feeling of tiredness and confusion 
that one experiences after flying long dis¬ 
tances across several time zones, 

jet plane n aviation = jet. 

jet-propelled [-prs'peld] adj [rocket, plane] pow¬ 
ered by jet engines, 

jetsam ['dsetssm] n —* flotsam, 

jet set n the jet set rich and fashionable peo¬ 
ple who travel a lot and have a luxurious 
lifestyle. 

jettison [’dsetisan] vt -1. [plan, idea, chancel to 
give <sthg> up. -2. [cargo, goods] to throw 
<sthg> away from a moving vehicle, 

jetty ['d3eti] (pi jetties) n a wall or pier built 
out into the water in a harbor, for loading 
and unloading ships. 

Jew [d3u:] n a person whose religion is Juda¬ 
ism. 

jewel ['d3u:3l] n a precious stone, e.g. a dia¬ 
mond or emerald □ a jewel box/chest. 
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jeweler us, jeweller gb ['d3u:3br] « a person 
whose job is to make, repair, or sell jewelry, 

jewelry US, jewellery GB ['d3u:3ln] n decora¬ 
tive objects that are attached to the body, 
hair, or clothes, e.g. rings or necklaces □ She 
wore very little jewelry. 

Jewish [’d3u:ij] adj: see Jew □ He/His wife is 
Jewish. 

Jezebel [’dsezobel] « a woman who seduces 
men (disapproving or humorous use). 

JFK -1. abbr of John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 
-2. (abbr of John Fitzgerald Kennedy Interna¬ 
tional Airport) the main international airport 
for New York City. 

jib [d3ib] (ft & jibbed, cont jibbing) o « 
-1. the horizontal arm of a crane. -2. a sail 
shaped like a triangle that is set in front of 
the mast on a yacht, o vi to jib at sthg to be 
reluctant to do or accept sthg. 

jibe [d3aib] « an insulting remark. 

Jiddah ['d3ida] = Jedda. 

jiffy l'd3ifi] h in a jiffy quickly and very soon 
(informal use) □ I'll be back in a jiffy. 

Jiffy bag™ n GB a padded envelope for send¬ 
ing delicate objects in the mail, 

jig [d3ig] {ft & pp> jigged, cont jigging) o n a 
lively folk dance, o vi -1. to dance a jig. 
-2. to move up and down with quick, un¬ 
even movements. 

jiggle l'd3igl] vt [key, handle] to move <sthg> 
from side to side with quick, short move¬ 
ments □ He jiggled the key in the lock. 

jigsaw (puzzle) ['d3tgso:-] n a game that con¬ 
sists of a picture on cardboard or wood that 
has been cut up into small irregular pieces 
that one must put back together, 

jihad [US d3i'ha:d, GB -'heed] n a holy war 
fought by Muslims to defend Islam, 

jillaroo [,d3il3'ru:] n a young female worker on 
a cattle or sheep farm who is training to be 
a farm manager; see box at jackaroo, 

jilt [d3ilt] vt [boyfriend, girlfriend, lover] to sud¬ 
denly end one’s relationship with <sb>. 

Jim Crow Laws [,d3im'krou-] npl racist laws 
that existed in the south of the USA from 
the end of the American Civil War until the 
1950s. These laws kept black people from 
going into the same places as white people, 

jimmy ['d3imi] us, jemmy l'd3emi] gb (us yl 
jimmies, GB prl jemmies) « a short metal bar 
that is curved at one end and is used, espe¬ 
cially by criminals, to force doors or win¬ 
dows open. 

jingle ['d3irjgl] o n -1. a light metallic sound, 
like that of small bells ringing. -2. a short 
simple piece of music used in radio and TV 
advertisements, o vi [keys, coins] / could hear 
the keys jingling in his pocket. 

jingoism ['d3irjgouizin] n an unreasonable be¬ 
lief that one’s country is superior to others, 
often expressed in an eagerness for war 
with other countries. 

jinx [d3ir)ks] n a force that is believed to bring 
bad luck □ So many things have gone wrong 
with this car — I'm sure there's a jinx on it. 

jinxed [d3igkst] adj to be jinxed [house, car, 

family] to suffer from or bring bad luck. 

jitters ['d3itarz] np>l to have/get the jitters to 
be/become very nervous (informal use) □ 
Exams give me the jitters. 

jittery ['d3it3ri] adj [person] who seems nerv¬ 
ous and worried □ The Stock Market is jittery 
again today following the news on interest rates. 

jive [d3aiv] o « -1. a fast lively dance, per¬ 
formed to swing or rock and roll music, that 
was popular in the 1940s and 1950s. -2. US 
words that are meant to deceive somebody 
(informal use) □ jive talk o vi to dance the jive. 

Joan of Arc [,d30unav'a:rk] (1412-1431) a 
young French woman who dressed as a sol¬ 
dier and led an army against the English. 
Later, she was captured and burnt as a 
witch by the English. She was made a saint 
in 1920. 

job [d3Db] « -1. the regular work that some¬ 
body does to earn money, especially when 
they are employed by somebody □ He's look¬ 
ing for a new job. □ Hundreds of jobs have been 
lost. □ He had a job interview on Tuesday. -2. a 
particular task or piece of work □ Come on. 
we've got a job to do. □ We need to concentrate 
on the job at hand. ■ to do a good job to do a 
job well. ■ to make a good/bad job of sthg to 
do sthg well/badly □ You made a good job of 
fixing the car. -3. to have a job doing sthg to 
have difficulty doing sthg □ We had a job get¬ 
ting the piano upstairs. -4. sb's job sb’s duty, 
function, or responsibility □ It's not my job to 
answer questions. -5. to have a nose job to 
have an operation to improve the shape of 
one’s nose (informal use). 

Job [d3oub] in the Bible, a very patient man 
who suffered many terrible things. 

jobbing [’d3Dbii]] adj GB a jobbing gardener/ 
tailor etc a gardener/tailor etc who does not 
work full-time for anybody, but does jobs as 
required. 

Jobcentre ['d3Dbsentsr] n in Britain, one of 
many government offices, set up by the 
government in towns and cities, where peo¬ 
ple can look for jobs or ask for advice on 
finding jobs. 

job creation n the act by a government of 
providing new jobs for unemployed people 
□ a job creation program. 

job description n a document that lists the 
duties and responsibilities of a particular 
job. 

jobless ['d3Dbbs] o adj [person] who has no 
job. o npl the jobless people without jobs. 

job lot n a number of cheap things that are 
sold together as one item, e.g. at an auction 
□ / bought them as a job lot at the sale. 

job satisfaction « the pleasure that some¬ 
body feels as a result of doing their job. 

job security n the feeling that one will not, 
lose one’s job. 

jobsharing ['dsobfearig] n an arrangement in 
which a job is shared by more than one per¬ 
son, each working part-time. 
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Joburg, Jo'burg ['d3oub3:rg] = Johannesburg 
(informal use). 

jockey ['d3oki] (pi jockeys) o « a person who 
rides horses in horse races, o vi to jockey for 
position to try to gain an advantage over 
one’s competitors. 

jockstrap ['d3Dkstraep] n a tight-fitting piece of 
underwear worn by male athletes to sup¬ 
port their genitals. 

jocular ['d3Dkj3tar] adj [person] cheerful and 
amusing; [reply, remark] that is intended to be 
amusing □ a jocular manner. 

jodhpurs I'd3ndp3rz] npl trousers, designed for 
riding on horses, that are loose above the 
knee and tight below the knee. 

Joe Bloggs [,d300'blDgz] gb = Joe Blow. 

Joe Blow [,d3ou'blou] US a typical or average 
man (informal use). 

Joe Public [,d3ou'pAblik], Joe Soap [4300- 
’soup] gb = Joe Blow. 

jog [d3Dg] (pt & pp jogged, cont jogging) o n a 
slow steady run, done as a form of exercise 
□ They go for a jog every evening, o vt to push 
<sthg>, especially with one’s arm, so that it 
moves slightly □ Watch you don't jog my el¬ 
bow, I've got a glass in my hand. ■ to jog sb's 
memory to help sb to remember something 
□ Perhaps this photo will help to jog your memo¬ 
ry. o vi to run slowly and steadily, usually as 
a form of exercise □ He jogged down the road. 

jogger ['d3og3r] n a person who jogs for exer¬ 
cise. 

jogging ['d3t>girj] n the sport practiced by jog¬ 
gers □ / go jogging every morning. 

joggle ['d3Dgl] vt to shake <sb/sthg> gently, 
usually up and down. 

Johannesburg [d3a'haen3sb3:rg] the largest city 
in South Africa, in the northeast of the 
country, population: 1,566,000. 

john [d3Dn] n US a toilet (informal use). 

John [d3Dn] (1167-1216) King of England 
from 1199 to 1216. He was an unpopular 
king, and in 1215 he was forced to sign the 
Magna Carta, the basis of the English con¬ 
stitution. 

John Barleycorn [-ba:rliko:rn] an imagi¬ 
nary person, used as a symbol for alcoholic 
drink. 

John Birch Society [-'b3irtJ-] n an extreme 
right-wing group in the USA that is strongly 
anti-Communist. It was particularly influen¬ 
tial in the 1950s and 1960s. 

John Bull an imaginary person, used as a 
symbol for England or the typical English¬ 
man. He is pictured as a fat man wearing a 
Union Jack flag. 

John Doe [-'dou] a term used in US law for a 
man whose name is not known, or which 
cannot be made public for legal reasons. 

John Hancock [-'haenkDk] n US a person’s sig¬ 

nature (informal use). 

John O'Groats [-s'groots] a village in Scotland 
that is considered die most northerly place 
on the British mainland. 
NOTE: Compare Land's End. 

John Q Public US = Joe Blow. 

Johnson ['d3Dnsn], Amy (1903-1941) a British 
pilot who broke records when she flew 
alone from England to Australia, and from 
England to South Africa. 

Johnson, Samuel (1709-1784) a British writ¬ 
er and critic, also known as Dr Johnson. He 
is best-known for his Dictionary of the English 
Language. 

John the Baptist = Saint John the Baptist. 

join [d3oin] o vt -1. [two objects] to connect or 
attach <two or more pieces, edges> etc to¬ 
gether □ You have to join (together) the two 
wires. -2. [person] to get together with <sb> 
□ Will you join me for or In a drink? □ I'll join you 
later. -3. [club] to become a member of <a 
group, club, political party> etc □ / joined Am¬ 
nesty International last year. -4. [activity] to take 
part in <an activity> that other people are 
doing □ Come and join the dancing! -5. to join a 
line to stand at the end of a line of people 
who are waiting for something □ / joined the 
line at the post office. 
o vi -1. [rivers, edges, pieces] to meet or come 
together □ The roads join right here. -2. [person] 

to become a member of a group, club etc □ 
You can join at a reduced rate if you're a student, 
o n the line where two things are joined to¬ 
gether □ She has repaired the vase so well that I 
can't see the join. 

♦ join in o vt fus to join in sthg [work, activity, 

fun] to take part in sthg that other people 
are already doing □ She never joins in the con¬ 
versation. o vi: Ann started singing and the oth¬ 
ers joined in. 

♦ join up vi [person] to join one of the armed 
forces. 

joiner ['d33in3r] « a person whose job is to 
make wooden doors, door frames, window 
frames etc. 

joinery ['dsoinari] n the work of a joiner. 

joint [d33int] o adj a joint decision/effort etc a 
decision/effort etc that involves two or 
more people or groups together □ a joint op¬ 
eration involving the army and the police ■ a joint 
owner/manager etc a person who owns/ 
manages etc something with one or more 
other people. 
on-1. anatomy a part of the body where 
two bones meet, e.g. at the elbow □ / have 
pains in my joints. □ the elbow joint. -2. [be¬ 

tween two objects] the place where two 
things, such as two pipes or pieces of wood, 
are connected together □ The pipes have start¬ 
ed to leak at the joint. -3. GB cooking a large 
piece of meat for roasting □ a joint of lamb/ 
pork. -4. a place such as a bar or nightclub 
that is usually not very pleasant, e.g. be¬ 
cause it is dirty or dangerous (informal use) □ 
Let's get out of this joint. -5.v [for smoking] a 
cigarette that contains cannabis (drugs slang). 

joint account « a bank account shared by 
two or more people. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff npl the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff in the USA, the leaders of the Army, 
Navy, and Air Force. 
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jointed ['d33int3d] adj [doll, puppet] that has 
joints that can be moved, 

jointly ['d3ointli] adv [own, act] together □ 
We're jointly responsible for its success. 

joint ownership n [of business, property] the 
state of being owned by two or more peo¬ 
ple, groups etc. 

joint resolution « a law or decision that is 
agreed by both houses of the US Congress. 

joint-stock company n a company jointly 
owned by all the people who have bought 
shares in it. 

joint venture n a business venture that in¬ 
volves two or more companies together, 

joist [d3oist] n a long piece of wood, metal, or 
concrete used to support the floor or roof of 
a building. 

jojoba [hou'houbs] n a small tree or bush that 
grows in North America and produces an oil 
used in cosmetics □ jojoba oil/shampoo. 

joke [d30uk] On-1. something said or done 
to make people laugh, e.g. a funny story or 
trick o Let me tell you a joke. ■ to go beyond a 
joke to become serious and worrying □ The 
situation has gone beyond a joke now. ■ to play 
a joke on sb to trick or deceive sb to amuse 
people. ■ it's no joke a phrase used to refer 
to a job or situation that is very difficult or 
unpleasant □ It's no joke bringing up three kids 
as a single parent. -2. to be a joke [person, idea] 

to be too foolish or ridiculous to be taken 
seriously □ He was a complete joke as chairman. 
o vi to tell funny stories; to speak about 
something in a way that is not serious □ I'm 
only joking I □ You shouldn't joke about that sort 
of thing. □ He likes to joke with us. 

joker [’d3ouk3r] n -1. a person who likes to 
joke about things. -2. an extra playing card 
that does not belong to any of the four 
suits. 

jollity ['d3Dlati] n laughter and fun. 

jolly ['d3Dli] (compar jollier, stiperl jolliest) o adj 
[person, laugh, time] that seems happy and 
lively, o adv GB a word used to emphasize 
something, especially to show approval (in¬ 

formal use) □ Jolly good! □ It's jolly difficult to get 
hold of her. 

jolt [d3oult] o n -1. a sudden violent move¬ 
ment □ The bus stopped with a jolt. -2. an un¬ 
pleasant surprise □ The collapse of the bank 
gave financial institutions a sharp jolt, o vt -1. to 
cause <sb/sthg> to move suddenly and vio¬ 
lently □ The bus braked suddenly and jolted us 
forward. -2. to shock or surprise <sb> □ The 
news jolted him into action, o vi [cart, car, bike] 

to shake violently □ We jolted along the dirt 
track. 

Jonah ['d3oun3] in the Bible, a man who was 
swallowed by a whale, and survived. 

Jones [d3ounz], Inigo (1573-1652) a British 
architect who designed many great houses 
and gardens in London. 

Joneses ['dsoonzsz] npl to keep up with the 
Joneses to make sure that one does not ap¬ 
pear to have less money, success etc than 
one’s neighbors by buying expensive things. 

Jonson ['d3Dns3n], Ben (1572-1637) a British 
playwright, whose satirical comedies include 
Volpone and The Alchemist. 

Jordan ['d3o:rdn] -1. a country in the Middle 
East, between Israel and Saudi Ajrabia. size: 
92,000 sq kms. population: 3,800,000 (Jorda¬ 
nians). capital: Amman, language: Arabic. 
currency: Jordanian dinar. -2. the Jordan 
(River) a river in the Middle East, flowing 
through Israel and Jordan to the Dead Sea. 

Jordanian [d3o:r'deinj3n] n & adj: see Jordan. 

Joseph ['dsouzsf] in the Bible, the husband of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

joss stick ['d3DS-] n a thin stick covered with 
incense that produces smoke and an attrac¬ 
tive smell when it is lit. 

jostle ['d3Dsl] o vf to push or knock against 
<sb>, especially in a crowd □ People jostled 
and pushed each other in order to try and get a 
better view, o vi: The photographers were jos¬ 
tling for a better view. 

jot [d3Dt] (pt & pp jotted, cont jotting) n [of 
truth, sympathy] a very small amount of 
something □ There's not a jot of truth in what 
he says! 

♦ jot down vt sep to jot sthg down [answer, 
names, notes] to write sthg down in a quick 
informal way □ Could you just jot your address 
down for me? 

jotter ['d3ot3r] n GB a pad of paper or a note¬ 
book for jotting things down in. 

jottings ['d3Dtit)z] npl short notes that have 
been written about something, usually 
quickly. 

joule [d3u:l] n physics a unit of energy or 
work. 

journal ['d33:rnl] n -1. a serious magazine that 
deals with a particular subject or profession 
□ a medical/scientific journal. -2. an account 
that one writes of one’s daily activities □ / 
often keep a journal when on vacation. 

journalese [,d33:rn3'li:z] n a style of writing 
only found in newspapers (disapproving use), 

journalism ['d33:rn3lizm] n the profession of 
reporting or writing for newspapers, maga¬ 
zines, television, or radio □ a career in journal¬ 
ism. 

journalist ['d33:rn3bst] n a person whose pro¬ 
fession is journalism □ She's a great journalist. 

journey ['d33:rm] (pi journeys) n GB the process 
of traveling from one place to another □ a 
train journey □ Have a nice/safe journey! □ / went 
on a journey from Paris to Istanbul. □ It's only a 
short journey from here. 

joust [d3aust] o n in the Middle Ages, a fight 
on horseback using lances, o vi to fight a 
joust. 

Jove [d3ouv] another name for Jupiter. ■ by 
Jove! an expression used by somebody to 
show that they are surprised or impressed 
(old-fashioned use). 

jovial ['dsoovjsl] adj [person, smile] cheerful, 

jowls [d3aulz] npl [of a person, dog] the lower 
parts of the sides of the face, especially the 
loose skin covering the jaw. 
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joy [<1331] n -1. a feeling of great happiness □ 
To my great joy, he said "yes." -2. a person or 
thing that gives somebody happiness or 
pleasure □ His performance was a joy to watch. 

Joyce [d3ois], James (1882-1941) an Irish 
writer whose experimental style had a great 
influence on 20th-century literature. His 
work includes Ulysses and Finnegans Wake. 

joyful [’d3oifl] adj [person, scene, shout] very 
happy □ It was a joyful occasion. 

joyfully ['d3oifli] adv [welcome, shout] see joyful, 

joyous ['d3oi3s] adj [song, occasion] very happy 
(literary use). 

joypad ['d3oipaed] n a control device with but¬ 
tons and levers that is used for playing com¬ 
puter games. 

joyride ['d3oiraid] o « the act of driving dan¬ 
gerously fast in a car that one has just stol¬ 
en for fun and excitement □ The boys, 16 and 
17, had gone for a joyride, o vi to go joyriding 
to go for a joyride. 

joyrider [ld33iraidar] n a person who joyrides, 

joystick ['d3oistik] n -1. aviation a lever used 
to control the movement of a plane. -2. com¬ 
puting a device with a lever that can be 
moved in different directions to control a 
computer or video game. 

JP n abbr of Justice of the Peace. 

In Britain, Justices of the Peace, or JPs, are 
magistrates who are not professional law¬ 
yers or judges. They work part-time and are 
not paid for their work. They are usually re¬ 
spected local people, such as doctors or 
teachers, who are chosen by the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor. Usually three JPs hear a case at the 
same time in a magistrates’ court. 

Jr. abbr of junior. 

jubilant ['d3u:bitantj adj [person] who is very 
happy and excited, usually because they 
have had good news or success □ a jubilant 
shout/cheer. 

jubilation [,d3u:bi'leijn] n a feeling of happi¬ 
ness and excitement, usually caused by 
good news or success. 

jubilee ['d3u:bili:] n a celebration to mark the 
anniversary of an important event or occa¬ 
sion, especially a 25th or 50th anniversary □ 
a silver/golden jubilee. 

Judaism ['d3u:denzm] n the religion of the 
Jews, who believe in the god of the Old 
Testament of the Bible. 

Judas (Iscariot) [^uidas (I'skaeriat)] in the Bi¬ 
ble, the man who betrayed Jesus. He was 
paid 30 pieces of silver for helping to ar¬ 
range his arrest. 

judder ['d3Adar] vi GB Ivehicle, machine] to keep 
shaking violently □ The truck juddered to a halt. 

judge [d3Ad3] o « -1. law a person whose job 
is to decide how to use the law in a court to 
show whether a person accused of a crime 
is guilty, and who decides what punishment 
to give them if they are found guilty □ a High 
Court judge □ Judge Watkins. -2. a person re¬ 

sponsible for deciding who has won a com¬ 
petition or contest □ The judges took a long 
time to choose the winner, 
o vt -1. law to make a decision about <a 
case> in a court of law □ The case will be 
judged in a civil court. -2. [contest, competition] 

to decide the result of <sthg> □ The competi¬ 
tion will be judged by a distinguished panel of ex¬ 
perts. -3. [person, situation] to form and give 
an opinion about <sb/sthg> based on the 
evidence that one has □ You can't judge peo¬ 
ple by their appearances, o They judged that he 
had failed in his duty. □ The house was judged to 
be unsafe. -4. [age, distance] to guess <sthg> □ 
It's difficult to judge how long it would take, 
o vi -1. to form and give an opinion about 
something □ It's not for me to judge. ■ to judge 
from or by sthg, judging from or by sthg [by 
behavior, evidence] a phrase used to introduce 
one’s opinion based on something in par¬ 
ticular □ Judging by their attitude, it seems they 
think very little of our plan. -2. to guess some¬ 
thing □ "How far is it?" — "It's hard to judge." 

judgment, judgement ['d3Ad3m3nt] n -1. law 
an official decision made by a judge or court 
of law. -2. [opinion] an opinion given after 
considering all available information □ It was 
a harsh judgment to make in the circumstances. □ 
In my judgment, he was wrong. • to pass judg¬ 
ment to give one’s opinion of somebody or 
criticize them □ The voters will pass judgment 
on the government tonight. ■ to reserve judg¬ 
ment to refuse to give an opinion about 
somebody or something until one knows 
more about them □ I'll reserve judgment until 
I've seen all the entrants. -3. [ability] the ability 
to make sensible and fair decisions □ I really 
trust her judgment. ■ against my better judg¬ 
ment a phrase used to show that one does 
something although one thinks that it 
would probably be more sensible or reason¬ 
able not to do it □ / agreed to let them go, 
against my better judgment. 

judgmental, judgemental [d3Ad3'mentl] adj 
[person, attitude] that one thinks is too critical 
of other people □ Don't be so judgmental! 

judicial [d3u:'dijl] adj [decision, ruling, system] 
that is connected with a court of law. 

judiciary [US d3u:'difieri, GB -'dijari] « the judi¬ 
ciary the group of people in a country con¬ 
sisting of all the judges in all the courts, 
whose job is to deal with legal matters. 

judicious [dsui'dijbs] adj [choice, move, use] 
that is wise and shows good judgment. 

judo [’d3u:dou] n a Japanese form of wresding 
in which two people try to throw each oth¬ 
er to the ground. 

jug [d3Ag] « -1. US a container with a narrow 
neck, a handle, and a cap or stopper. -2. GB 
a container with a handle and a spout, used 
for holding and pouring liquids. -3. the 
amount of liquid that is held in a jug □ a milk 
jug □ a jug of milk/water. 

juggernaut ['d3Ag3rno:t] « GB a very large 
truck for carrying heavy loads over long dis¬ 
tances. 

juggle [^Agl] o vt -1. to keep <two or more 
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objects> in the air at the same time by 
catching each one as it falls and throwing it 
up again immediately □ Pop was juggling or¬ 
anges to amuse the children. -2. to rearrange 
<numbers, ideas, or figures> carefully so 
that they appear in the form that one wants 
o We had to juggle the figures to make the books 
balance, o vi: The clown juggled while riding a 
horse. □ I've had to juggle with the figures. 

juggler ['d3Agbr] n a person who entertains 
people by juggling. 

jugular (vein) [^Agjsb1"-] n a large vein in 
one’s neck that carries blood back from the 
head to the heart. 

juice [d3u:s] « -1. the liquid part of a fruit or 
vegetable, often used to make drinks □ 
carrot/orange juice. -2. the liquid produced by 
a piece of meat when it is being cooked. 

♦ juices npl the liquid in a person’s stomach 
that helps them to digest food □ gastric 
juices. 

juicy ['d3u:si] (cornpar juicier, superl juiciest) adj 
-1. [fruit, orange] that has a lot of juice in it. 
-2. [story, piece of news] that is interesting, 
often because it is slighdy shocking or rude 
(informal use) □ juicy gossip. 

jujitsu [d3u:'d3itsu:] « a sport and a way of 
fighting that started in Japan and in which 
one tries to hold, throw, and hit one’s op¬ 
ponent. 

jukebox ['d3u:kboks] n a machine found in 
places such as bars that plays the record or 
CD that one selects after one has put mon¬ 
ey into it. 

Jul. abbr of July. 

Juliet [US 'd3udjat, GB -iat] —» Romeo. 

July [d3u:iai] n the seventh month of the year 
in the Western calendar; see also February. 

jumble ['d3Ambl] o « [of objects, sounds, colors) 

a lot of things that are mixed together in a 
careless or disorganized way □ Her clothes lay 
in a jumble on the floor, o vt = jumble up. 

♦ jumble up vt sep to jumble things up to mix 
things up so that they are not in any order □ 
I always get their names jumbled up! 

jumble sale n GB a sale of second-hand things 
to raise money for a special purpose such as 
a charity. 

jumbo ['d3Ambou] adj a jumbo meal/sausage 

etc a meal/sausage etc that is bigger than 
normal. 

jumbo jet « a very large plane for carrying 
passengers. 

jump [d3Amp] o vi -1. [person, animal] to move 
up into the air so that one’s feet leave the 
ground, usually by bending one’s legs and 
pushing against the ground with one’s feet □ 
He jumped across the river. □ She jumped over 
the wall. □ He jumped down the stairs. -2. 
[person, body] to make a sudden movement 
because one is surprised or frightened □ You 
made me jump! I didn't hear you come in. 
-3. [price, population, level] to increase by a 
large amount in a short period of time □ 
Profits have jumped by 20% since May. 

o vt -1. [fence, stream] to cross <sthg> by 

jumping over it □ Do you think you can jump 
that ditch? -2. [person] to attack <sb> sudden¬ 
ly (informal use) □ Two guys jumped me in the 
subway. -3. to jump a train/bus US to travel 
on a train/bus illegally, without paying. 
on-1. an act of jumping □ a parachute jump. 
-2. sport an object such as a fence that a 
horse must jump over as part of a course. 
-3. [in price, profits] a large increase in amount 
in a very short period of time □ There was a 
sudden jump in property prices. -4. phrase to 
keep one jump ahead of sb [of one's rival, com¬ 
petitor] to be prepared for what sb will do 
next and so have an advantage over them □ 
Remember: always try to keep one jump ahead of 
your competitors. 

♦ jump at vt fus to jump at a chance or oppor¬ 
tunity to accept a chance OR opportunity im¬ 
mediately. 

jumped-up ['d3Ampt-] adj GB [civil servant, clerk] 
who thinks that they are more important 
than they really are (informal and disapproving 
use). 

jumper ['d3Amp3r] n -1. US a dress without 
sleeves that is worn over a sweater or 
blouse. -2. GB a piece of knitted clothing 
covering the upper part of one’s body and 
one’s arms. 

jumper cables npl US two thick wires with 
heavy clips at both ends, used to start a ve¬ 
hicle that has a dead battery by connecting 
it to the battery of another vehicle. 

jump jet n a plane that takes off and lands by 
going straight up and down in the air. 

jump leads npl GB = jumper cables. 

jump rope n US a long rope with handles, 
used e.g. by children to jump over as a 
game. 

jump-start vt to start <the engine of a car 
whose battery does not have enough pow- 
er> by connecting it to the battery of anoth¬ 
er car. 

jumpsuit [’d3Ampsu:t] « a single piece of 
clothing that consists of trousers and a top. 

jumpy ['d3Ampi] (cornpar jumpier, superl jumpi¬ 
est) adj who feels nervous and worried. 

Jun. abbr of June. 

junction ['d3Ar)kfn] n the place where two or 
more roads, tracks etc join or cross □ a busy 
road junction. 

junction box n a box in which wires can be 
safely connected because it has a wire con¬ 
nected to the ground. 

juncture ['d3AgktJV] n at this juncture at this 
particular time (formal use). 

June [d3u:n] n the sixth month of the year in 
the Western calendar; see also February. 

Jung [jug], Carl Gustav (1875-1961) a Swiss 
psychiatrist who worked with Freud before 
developing his own theories of the subcon¬ 
scious. 

jungle l^ggl] « -l. a forest in a very hot 
country, in which a lot of tall trees grow 
very close together □ the Amazon jungle. -2. 
[of laws, politics] a complicated or uncon- 
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trolled mass of things □ a jungle of rules and 
regulations. 

jungle gym n US a frame made up of bars 
that children can climb and play on. 

junior ['d3u:nj3r] o adj -1. a word used after 
the name of a man who has the same name 
as his father as a way of avoiding confusion 
□ John Grant Junior. -2. a junior executive/offi¬ 
cer etc an employee who holds a low or less 
important position in an organization or 
profession □ a junior partner in the firm, o n 
-1. a person who holds a low rank or posi¬ 
tion □ an office junior. -2. a person who is 
younger than somebody else □ He is five 
years her junior. -3. education in the USA, a 
student who is in their third year of high 
school or college. 

junior college n in the USA, a place for high¬ 
er education where students receive a tech¬ 
nical degree after studying for two years, 

junior doctor n GB a doctor who has recently 
qualified and who is getting experience in a 
hospital. 

junior high school n in the USA, a school for 
children aged between 11 and 15. 

junior minister n in Britain, a member of the 
government with a low rank, 

junior school « in Britain, a school for chil¬ 
dren aged between 7 and 11. 

juniper ['d3u:rnp3r] n a small evergreen bush 
with purple berries that are used in cooking 
and in making gin. 

junk [d3Agk] o « things that are old and that 
nobody wants any more (informal use), o vt 
[car, computer] to throw <sthg> away be¬ 
cause it is old and is not wanted □ / had to 
junk my bed in the end. 

junket ['d3Arjk3t] n a trip made by an official 
and paid for with public money (informal and 
disapproving use) o Politicians are always off on a 
junket. 

junk food n food that contains a lot of chemi¬ 
cals, sugar, fat etc and is not good for one's 
health but is quick to prepare (disapproving 
use). 

junkie ['d3Arjki] n a person who is addicted to 
drugs, especially heroin (informal use), 

junk mail « letters, brochures etc that adver¬ 
tise goods and services and are sent to peo¬ 
ple without them asking for it (disapproving 
use). 

junk shop ft a shop that sells second-hand 
things at very cheap prices. 

Juno ['d3u:noo] the Roman goddess of women 
and marriage. 

Junr abbr of junior. 

junta [US 'hunts, GB 'd3Ants] n a military gov¬ 
ernment that has come to power in a coun¬ 
try not as a result of being elected but by 
force. 

Jupiter ['d3u:pitsr] -1. the ruler of the Roman 
gods, who could throw thunderbolts. -2. the 
planet in the solar system that is the largest 
and the fifth-furthest from the Sun. 

jurisdiction [^oaris'dik/rf] n the right of an 

official, organization, or court of law to 
make legal judgments about something □ 
That area is not under my jurisdiction. □ This terri¬ 
tory comes within the jurisdiction of Canada. 

jurisprudence [,d3U3ris'pru:d3ns] n the study 
or science of law. 

juror [’d303rsr] n a member of a jury. 

jury ['d3U3ri] (pi juries) n -1. law a group of 
usually twelve people who hear all the evi¬ 
dence in a case and decide whether the ac¬ 
cused person is innocent or guilty. -2. [in a 
contest] a group of people who decide the 
winners in a competition. 

jury box n the place in a court where the jury 
sits. 

jury duty US, jury service GB « to be on or do 
jury duty to spend a period of time as a 
member of a jury. 

just [d3ASt] o adv -1. he just left he left a very 
short time ago □ I've just seen her in the corri¬ 
dor. □ It had just stopped raining when we set 
out. -2. I'm just getting dressed I am getting 
dressed now and will very soon be finished 
□ Ann was just leaving when we got there. ■ I'm 
just about to go out I am going to go out 
very soon. -3. only □ "What do you want to 
eat?" — "Just a sandwich." □ These are just a 
few examples of the problems we've been hav¬ 
ing. m just a minute or second or moment! a 
phrase used to tell somebody to wait for a 
short time □ I'll be with you in just a minute. 
-4. I just got there on time I got there on 
time, but I very nearly did not □ He only just 
missed his train. □ We have just enough time for 
one more question. -5. I might just manage to 
get there there is a chance that I will get 
there, but it is a very small chance □ It's just 
possible that John will know. -6. used for em¬ 
phasis □ / just know I'm right. □ The food here is 
just wonderful. □ Just do what you're told! 
-7. that's just right that’s exactly right □ I'll 
plant a rose bush just here. □ You're just the per¬ 
son I need to talk to. □ That's just what I wanted. 
-8. used with “can” and “could” to make po¬ 
lite requests □ Could you just move over, 
please? 
o adj [person, decision, punishment] fair and 
reasonable. 

♦ just about adv very nearly □ I'm just about 
finished. □ We'll just about get there on time if 
we leave by noon. 

♦ just as adv -1. at the moment when □ They 
arrived just as I was leaving. -2. used in com¬ 
parisons □ She speaks French just as well as 
you do. 

♦ just now adv -1. a short time ago □ / was 
talking to her just now. -2. at this exact mo¬ 
ment □ I'm sorry, but I can't speak to you just 
now. 

♦ just the same adv in spite of that □ She 
probably can't come, but I'll invite her just the 
same. 

♦ just then adv at that exact time □ / didn't 
want to tell her just then. 

justice ['d3Ast3s] tt -1. fair treatment of other 
people □ We demand justice for these prisoners. 
-2. Isystem] the system in a country by 
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which laws are made and crimes are pun¬ 
ished □ the courts of justice. -3. [of a cause, 

claim] the quality of being reasonable and 
fair. -4. US [person] a judge □ a Supreme Court 
justice. -5. GB [title] the title of a judge in a 
High Court □ Mr Justice Thomas. -6. the Jus¬ 
tice Department, the Department of Justice 
the US government department that gives 
legal advice to the President. Its chief officer 
is called the Attorney General. -7. phrases to 
do justice to sthg to deal with sthg properly 
and fully □ The movie doesn't really do justice 
to the book. ■ to do justice to sb [photograph, 

description] to make sb look or seem as good 
or attractive as they really are □ The photo 
doesn't really do you justice. ■ to do oneself jus¬ 
tice to perform well in an exam, competi¬ 
tion etc in a way that shows how good one 
is □ She didn't really do herself justice in the 
exam. 

Justice of the Peace (pi Justices of the Peace) 
n a person who judges cases in the lower 
courts of law and, in the USA, can marry 
people. 

justifiable ['d3Astifai3bl] adj [pride, anger, action] 

that is reasonable because there is a good 
cause for it □ His reaction was perfectly justifi¬ 
able in the circumstances. 

justifiable homicide n a lawful act of killing, 
e.g. in self-defense. 

justifiably ['d3Astifai3bli] adv: see justifiable □ 
You can be justifiably proud of your achieve¬ 
ments. 

justification [,d3Astifi'keifn] n a good reason 
or explanation for doing something □ There 
was no justification for the level of violence used. 

justify [’d3Astifai] (pt & pp justified) vt -1. [deci¬ 

sion, behavior, action] to give a good reason or 
explanation for <sthg> □ How can you justify 
spending so much money? □ He made no at¬ 
tempt to justify his violent behavior. -2. comput¬ 

ing & printing [document, column, file] to ar¬ 
range the words of <a piece of text> so that 
the left and right edges are straight □ Justify 
left/right. 

justly ['d3Astli] adv -1. [act, behave] in a fair 
and reasonable way □ They have not been 
treated justly. -2. a word used to say that 
something is fair and right □ a justly deserved 
reputation for excellence. 

jut [d3At] (pt & pp jutted, cont jutting) vi to jut 
(out) [balcony, cliff] to stick out □ 4 rocky penin¬ 
sula juts out into the sea. 

jute [d3u:t] n the fiber of a particular plant, 
used in making rope, sacks, rough cloth etc. 

juvenile ['d3u:vanail] o adj -1. law [crime, delin¬ 

quency] that relates to a young person not 
old enough to be treated like an adult □ ju¬ 
venile offenders. -2. [behavior, sense of humor] 

that seems childish or silly (disapproving use) 
□ How juvenile! o « law a young person not 
old enough to be treated like an adult. 

juvenile court n a court which deals with 
crimes committed by juveniles. 

juvenile delinquent n a young person who 
has committed a minor crime. 

juxtapose [,d3Aksta'pouz] vt [objects, ideas, fea¬ 
tures] to put <two things> next to each oth¬ 
er, often to show more clearly how different 
they are □ Look at the way the artist juxtaposes 
these two images. 

juxtaposition [,d3Akst3p3'zifn] n: see juxtapose 
□ The juxtaposition of dark and light colors pro¬ 
duces a very striking effect. 

k [kei] (pi k's or ks), K [kei] (pi K's or Ks) tt the 
eleventh letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ K -1. abbr of kilobyte. -2. abbr of thousand. 

Kafka fkaefks], Franz (1883-1924) a Czech 
writer well known for his novels, such as 
The Trial and The Castle, about people faced 
with large impersonal organizations, 

kaftan [’kasftaen] « a long loose piece of cloth¬ 
ing with wide sleeves, worn by men in Arab 
countries and by women in America and 
Europe. 

Kakadu [.kaeka'du:] a national park in North¬ 
ern Territory, Australia, that was opened in 
1979 and is a big tourist attraction, 

kale [keil] n a type of dark green cabbage 
with curly leaves. 

kaleidoscope [ka'laidaskoup] n -1. a toy that 
consists of a tube held in the hand, through 
which one can see a changing pattern of 
colors when a disc at one end of it is 
turned. -2. a pattern of colors or images or a 
mixture of things that changes all the time □ 
a kaleidoscope of cultures. 

Kampuchea [.kaempu'.'tjia] = Cambodia, 

kangaroo [.kaegga'ru:] n a large Australian ani¬ 
mal with powerful back legs for jumping 
and a long thick tail, the female of which 
carries its young in a pocket on its stomach. 

Kansas ['kamzas] a state in the central USA 
consisting mainly of farmland, abbreviation: 

KS. size: 213,063 sq kms. population: 

2,477,574 (Kansans), capital: Topeka. 

Kant [us ka:nt, gb kaent], Immanuel (1724- 
1804) a German philosopher who believed 
that human knowledge and morals should 
be governed by reason. 

kaolin ['keialin] n a fine white clay used for 
making cups, dishes etc and in medicine, 

kaput [ka'put] adj to be kaput [car, TV, washing 
machine] to be broken (informal use) □ "Is the 
TV not working?" — "No, it's kaput." 

karaoke [,kaeri:'ouki] n a form of entertain¬ 
ment that started in Japan in which people' 
sing pop songs, e.g. in a bar, using a record¬ 
ed version of the music without the voices □ 
a karaoke night/machine. 
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karat [US 'kerat, GB 'kaer-1 n US = carat, 

karate [ka'rcnti] n a sport and a way of fight¬ 
ing that started in Japan in which people 
use their hands, arms, legs, and feet. 

Kashmir [kaej'mia1'] a mountainous region of 
northern India and Pakistan. 

Katar = Qatar. 

kayak ['kaiaek] n a type of canoe used by Inu- 
its or in sport. 

KB n abbr of kilobyte(s). 

KC (abbr of King's Counsel) n a title given to 
some British barristers when a king is rul¬ 
ing. 

kcal (abbr of kilocalorie) a unit (4.18 kilojoules) 
for measuring the amount of energy in 
food. 

Keats [ki:ts], John (1795-1821) a British Ro¬ 
mantic poet whose works include To a 
Nightingale and To Autumn. 

kebab [US kibo:b, GB -’baeb] n a dish consisting 
of small pieces of meat and vegetables put 
on a stick and grilled. 

kedgeree ['ked3ari:] n GB a dish consisting of 
rice, boiled eggs, and fish, 

keel [ki:l] w -1. a long piece of wood or metal 
along the bottom of a ship onto which the 
rest of the structure is fitted. -2. phrase to be 
on an even keel to be steady and stable □ Our 
finances are now on an even keel. 

♦ keel over vi [ship, person] to fall onto one 
side □ He staggered in, then keeled over and fell 

straight to sleep. 

keen [ki:n] odj -1. to be keen on sthg to enjoy 
doing sthg and do it often □ She's very keen 
on squash/skating, a He's a keen gardener/tennis 
player. -2. to be keen on sb GB to like sb and 
be attracted to them. -3. to be keen to do or 
on doing sthg to want to do sthg very much 
□ She seemed very keen to help. □ They aren't 
so keen on going out tonight. □ You don't seem 
very keen. -4. [interest, desire] strong □ She 
took a keen interest in the affair. □ There is keen 
competition for places on the course. -5. [eye, 

sense of smell] good □ He has a keen sense of 
hearing. -6. to have a keen mind to be quick 
to understand things. 

keenly ['kiinli] adv -1. keenly contested/debat¬ 
ed etc contested/debated etc with great en¬ 
ergy and determination □ a keenly fought con¬ 
test. -2. to be keenly aware/interested to be 
very aware/interested □ / was keenly aware of 
the dangers. -3. [watch, listen] very carefully 
and with great concentration, 

keep [ki:p] (ft & pp kept) o vt -1. to continue 
to have <sthg> and not give it back, lose it 
etc □ Here's $10 — keep the change. □ You can 
keep the book if you like. □ Luckily I managed to 
keep my job. -2. to keep sthg in a place to sto¬ 
re sthg in a place so that it can be found 
and used later □ Where do you keep the 
teabags? □ Keep your passport in a safe place. 
-3. to keep sb/sthg in a place or state to 
make sb/sthg stay in a particular place or 
state □ / kept my hands in my pockets. □ They 
kept us waiting all afternoon. □ Regular spraying 
will keep the plants free from disease. -4. 

to keep forgetting/apologizing etc to forget/ 
apologize many times □ The photocopier keeps 
breaking down. □ / keep telling myself things will 
be OK. -5. to keep walking/talking etc to con¬ 
tinue to walk/talk etc without stopping □ 
Keep stirring the mixture until all the lumps have 
gone. -6. to keep sb/sthg from sthg to stop 
sb/sthg from doing sthg □ Put the butter in the 
refrigerator to keep it from melting. □ Remember 
to shut the gate to keep the dog from getting out. 
□ / hope I'm not keeping you from your work. 
-7. to keep sb to delay sb and cause them to 
be late □ I'll only keep you a minute. -8. to keep 
sthg from sb not to tell sb sthg □ His family 
tried to keep the news from him. -9. [sheep, 
hens, dog] to own and look after <farm ani¬ 
mals or pets>. -10. [family, mistress] to look 
after <sb> by providing them with food, 
clothes, money etc □ He barely earns enough 
to keep himself. -11. to keep a promise/an ap¬ 
pointment to carry out a promise/an ap¬ 
pointment as agreed or planned □ Don't make 
promises you can't keep. -12. to keep a record/ 
diary etc to make a record/diary etc by writ¬ 
ing down information in a regular or organ¬ 
ized way □ / kept a note of how much we 
spent. -13. to keep a secret not to tell other 
people a secret □ Can you keep a secret? 

o vi -1. (+ complement) to keep quiet to con¬ 
tinue to be quiet □ She does aerobics to keep 
in shape. □ / like to keep in touch with my family. 
-2. keep straight ahead continue to go 
straight ahead □ Keep left until you get to the 
traffic lights. □ Pedestrians should keep on the 
sidewalk. -3. [food] to stay fresh and not go 
bad □ Fish only keeps for a couple of days in this 
hot weather. 
on to earn/pay for one’s keep to eam/pay 
for the cost of one’s food, rent etc. 

♦ for keeps adv permanently (informal use) □ 
I'm coming back home for keeps. 

♦ keep at vt fus to keep at it to continue to 
work hard, even though it is difficult or tir¬ 
ing □ If you want to pass these exams, you'll 
have to keep at it. 

♦ keep back vt sep to keep a sum of money 

back to keep a sum of money oneself, so 
that one does not give all of a large amount 
to somebody □ They kept back 10% of my 
wages. ■ to keep something back not to tell 
somebody everything □ / could tell they were 
keeping something back from me. 

♦ keep down vt sep to keep sthg down [num¬ 
bers, prices, costs] to stop sthg from increas¬ 
ing □ This year we've managed to keep down 

travel costs. 
♦ keep off o vt sep to keep sb/sthg off [sun, 

attacker, blow] to prevent sb/sthg from touch¬ 
ing or harming something else □ an umbrella 
to keep the rain off. o vt fus to keep off sthg 

[flowerbed, road] not to touch or walk on 
sthg. ■ 'keep off the grass' do not walk on 

the grass. 
♦ keep on vt fus -1. to keep on doing sthg to 

experience sthg repeatedly □ / keep on getting 
headaches. -2. to keep on doing sthg to con¬ 
tinue to do sthg without stopping □ We kept 
on working till late into the night. 
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♦ to keep on about vt fus to keep on about 
sthg to talk about sthg repeatedly in an irri¬ 
tating way □ Don't keep on at me about buying 
you a new bike! 

♦ keep out o vt sep to keep sb/sthg out [bur¬ 

glar, goal] to stop sb/sthg from getting into a 
place □ a fence to keep out sheep, o vi 'keep 
out' you may not enter this place. 

♦ keep to o vt fus to keep to sthg [plan, rule, 

budget! to follow or obey sthg when per¬ 
forming a duty or doing a job □ It is essential 
that we keep strictly to the deadline, o vt sep 
-1. to keep sthg to a particular limit not to al¬ 
low sthg to rise above a particular limit □ 
We must keep costs to a minimum. -2. to keep 
sthg to oneself not to tell anybody about 
sthg □ / kept these doubts to myself. -3. phrase 
they keep themselves to themselves they 
spend a lot of time on their own and do not 
mix much with other people. 

♦ keep up o vt sep to keep sthg up [output, 

speed] to make sthg continue at a good or 
high level □ Keep up the good work! □ / found it 
hard to keep up my enthusiasm/spirits. ■ keep it 
up! a phrase used to encourage somebody 
to continue working or trying. 
o vi -1. to move, work, produce, increase 
etc as fast as somebody or something □ 
You're walking too fast — / can't keep up with 
you. □ Supply has failed to keep up with demand. 
-2. to keep up with sthg [with fashion, the 

news) to take an interest in the latest devel¬ 
opments affecting sthg a I try to keep up with 
current affairs. -3. to keep up with sb to stay 
in contact with sb, e.g. by writing or phon¬ 
ing regularly □ I've kept up with all my old 
school friends. 

keeper [’ki:par] « -1. a person who takes care 
of animals in a zoo □ a zoo/an elephant keeper. 
-2. a person who takes care of objects in a 
museum. 

keep-fit n GB physical exercise to keep the 
body in good condition □ keep-fit classes/ 
exercises. 

keeping f'kiipirj] n -1. to be in sb's keeping 
[document, property] to be kept by sb so that 
it is safe □ Can we leave the car in your keeping 
until we get back? -2. to be in/out of keeping 
with sthg [rule, decision] to be based/not 
based on the same principles as sthg; 
[clothes, style] to be suitable/unsuitable for 
sthg □ His speech was entirely in keeping with 
government policy. □ In keeping with tradition, 
the winners will be announced in reverse order. □ 
The columns at the front seemed out of keeping 
with the style of the rest of the house. 

keepsake [’kiipseik] « a small present given to 
somebody so that they will remember the 
person who gave it □ My mother gave me this 
locket as a keepsake. 

keg [keg] n a small barrel, especially for keep¬ 
ing beer in. 

Kelly ['keli], Ned (1854-1880) an Australian 
outlaw who committed many robberies and 
murders. He was eventually caught and 
hanged. 

kelp [kelp] n a type of large brown seaweed. 

ken [ken] n beyond one's ken beyond one’s 
knowledge or understanding (old-fashioned 
use). 

Kennedy ['kenadi], Jackie (1929-1994) the 
wife of John F. Kennedy. 

Kennedy, John F. (1917-1963) US President 
from 1961 to 1963. He was shot and killed 
by Lee Harvey Oswald, though there are 
still many theories about his death. 

Kennedy, Robert (1925-1968) a US politician 
who was the brother of John F. Kennedy. 
He was shot and killed while he was trying 
to become president. 

Kennedy Center: the Kennedy Center a large 
concert hall in Washington, D.C. 

kennel ['kenl] « -1. a small hut for a dog to 
sleep in. -2. = kennels. 

♦ kennels npl a place where dogs are left 
when their owners go on vacation; a place 
where dogs are bred. 

Kent [kent] a county in southeastern England, 
on the English Channel, size: 3,731 sq kms. 
population: 1,520,400. administrative center: 
Maidstone. 

Kent State Incident n the Kent State Incident 
an incident at Kent State University, USA, 
in 1970. The National Guard shot at stu¬ 
dents who were protesting about the Viet¬ 
nam War and killed four of them. 

Kentucky [ken'tAki] a state in the southern 
central USA, famous for its bluegrass. abbre¬ 
viation: KY. size: 104,623 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 3,685,296 (Kentuckians). capital: Frank¬ 
fort. 

Kentucky Derby n the Kentucky Derby an im¬ 
portant horse race that happens every year 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Kenya ['kenja] a country in East Africa, on the 
Indian Ocean between Somalia and Tanza¬ 
nia. size: 583,000 sq kms. population: 
27,700,000 (Kenyans), capital: Nairobi, lan¬ 
guage: English, Swahili, currency: Kenyan 
shilling. 

Kepler ['kepbr], Johannes (1571-1630) a Ger¬ 
man astronomer. His three laws describing 
how the planets move around the Sun were 
important for the development of modem 
astronomy. 

kept [kept] past tense & past participle of keep, 

kerb [k3:rb] n GB a line of concrete or stones 
that marks the edge of a sidewalk, 

kerb crawler [-kro:br] „ gb a person who 
dnves slowly along a road looking for a 
prostitute to have sex with. 

kernel ['k3:rnl] n the part of a nut that is in¬ 
side the shell. 

kerosene ['kerasiin] n a liquid made from pe¬ 
troleum or coal and used as fuel in heaters, 
lamps, and jet engines. 

Kerouac ['keruaek], Jack (1922-1969) a US 
writer who was one of the Beat Generation. 
His best-known novel is On the Road. 

kestrel [’kestral] n a type of small falcon that 
feeds on small animals. 

ketch [ketj] n a sailing ship with two masts. 
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ketchup ['ketfop] n a rich tomato sauce con¬ 
taining vinegar that is served cold with food 
□ Would you like some tomato ketchup? 

kettle [‘ketl] n a container with a lid, handle, 
and spout that is used for boiling water □ I'll 
just put the kettle on and make some coffee. 

kettledrum ['ketldrAin] n a large drum with a 
round bottom that is played in orchestras. 

Kew Gardens [,kju:-] a large botanical garden 
in southwest London, England. It is famous 
for its collection of plants from all over the 
world. 

key [ki:] (pi keys) o « -1. [for a door, engine] a 
specially shaped piece of metal that is used 
to open and close a lock in a door, drawer 
etc or to stop and start an engine □ I've lost 
my keys. -2. [on a computer, typewriter] any of 
the buttons that one presses to operate a 
computer, typewriter etc □ Which key do I 
press? -3. [for a map] a list of symbols and 
abbreviations used in a map or diagram to¬ 
gether with explanations of their meanings 
□ There should be a key at the front of the book. 
-4. the key to sthg the way of understanding 
or achieving sthg □ What's the key to success 
for a budding writer, then? □ Patience is the key. 
-5. [on a piano, clarinet] one of the parts on a 
musical instrument that are pressed to prod¬ 
uce particular notes. -6. music a series of 
notes based on a particular note □ This song 
is in the key of F. 
o adj a key industry/player a very important 
industry/player. 

♦ key in vt sep to key sthg in [data, information] 

to type sthg into a computer □ First, key in 
the filename. 

keyboard ['ki:bo:rd] o n -1. [on a typewriter, 

computer] the set of keys on a typewriter, 
computer etc that are pressed to operate it. 
-2. [on a piano] the set of black and white 
keys on a piano or organ that are pressed to 
play it. o vt to type ctext or data> into a 
computer using a keyboard, 

keyboarder ['ki:bo:rd3r] n a person whose job 
is to key information into a computer, 

keyed up [,ki:d-] adj to be keyed up [person] to 
be nervous or excited □ / was all keyed up be¬ 

fore the game. 

keyhole ['kirhool] n a hole in a lock for put¬ 

ting a key in. 
keyhole surgery n surgery that is carried out 

through a small hole made in a person’s 

body. 
Keynes [keinz], John Maynard (1883-1946) a 

British economist. His idea that govern¬ 
ments should spend more to keep people 
employed has had a strong influence on 
20th-century economics, 

keynote ['kiinout] n the most important or 
central part of something □ a keynote speech. 

keypad [’kiipaed] n a small keyboard that can 
be held in the hand and used for operating a 
calculator, television etc. 

key ring n a ring that keys can be attached to 
so that they are kept together, 

keystone ['kiistoun] n -1. architecture the 

central stone at the top of an arch which 
keeps all the other stones in place. -2. [of a 
policy, ideology] the central idea in a theory, 
philosophy etc on which the rest is based, 

keystroke ['kirstrouk] n computing the action 
of pressing a key down once on a keyboard. 

Key West an island off the coast of Florida, 
USA. It is an important tourist center, popu¬ 
lation: 24,000. 

kg abbr of kilogram(me). 

KGB ti the KGB the government department 
that was responsible for state security, es¬ 
pionage, and intelligence in the former 
USSR. 

khaki [US 'kaeki, GB 'ka:ki] o adj [shorts, dress, 
uniform] yellow-brown in color, o « -1. a 
yellow-brown color. -2. a tough cloth that is 
khaki in color and is used especially for 
making military uniforms. 

Khomeini [kou'meni], Ayatollah (1900-1989) 
an Iranian religious and political leader. Un¬ 
der him Iran became a fundamentalist Is¬ 
lamic republic. 

Khyber Pass [,kaib3r-]: the Khyber Pass a 
mountain pass between Pakistan and Af¬ 
ghanistan that used to be the main route by 
land from Europe to India, 

kibbutz [ki'bots] (pi kibbutzim [,kibut'si:m] or 
kibbutzes) « a farm or other place of work in 
Israel where the workers live together and 
share all duties and profits, 

kick [kik] o vf -1. [person, ball, door] to hit 
<sb/sthg> hard with one’s foot □ / saw him 
kick that dog! ■ to kick oneself to be very an¬ 
noyed with oneself for missing an opportu¬ 
nity or for doing something badly □ / could 
have kicked myself when I found out. □ You'll 
kick yourself when you hear the answer. -2. to 

kick the habit to stop doing something that 
one has been doing for a long time, espe¬ 
cially smoking or drinking (informal use) □ 
I've been trying to kick the habit for years, 
o vi to move one’s legs forcefully, e.g. when 
swimming □ Don't try and kick too hard, 
o n -1. the act of kicking something □ He 
gave the door a kick. -2. to do sthg for kicks to 
do sthg because it is exciting and enjoyable 
(informal use) □ When asked why they commit¬ 
ted the crime, the boys answered that it was just 
for kicks. ■ to get a kick from sthg to get 
pleasure and excitement from sthg (informal 
use) □ He seems to get a kick out of insulting oth¬ 
er people. -3. to have a kick to have a strong 
flavor, especially because of alcohol (informal 
use) □ This vodka's got a real kick! 

♦ kick about, kick around vi to lie unused or 
forgotten somewhere (informal use) a If you're 
interested, I think I've got some old chairs kicking 
around in the cellar. 

♦ kick in vi [drug, device] to begin to have an 
effect or operate □ If the electricity supply fails, 
a backup generator kicks in. 

♦ kick off vi -1. sport [players, teams] to start a 
game of soccer □ The game kicks off at 3 
o'clock. -2. to kick off with sthg [with a discus¬ 
sion, explanation] to start an event, e.g. a 
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meeting, with sthg (informal use) □ We kicked 
off with a brief outline of our plans. 

♦ kick out vt sep> to kick sb out to force sb to 
leave a place or job (informal use) □ She was 
kicked out of school for bullying. 

♦ kick up vt fus to kick up a fuss to get upset 
or complain loudly about something □ Tina 
will kick up a fuss when she hears about this. 

kickoff [ kikDf] n the start of a game of soccer 
□ ‘Kickoff at 7pm.' 

kick-start vt -1. to start <a motorcycle> by 
kicking a pedal downwards. -2. to take 
forceful action in order to help <a process, 
situation> etc get started or develop quickly 
□ measures to kick-start the economy. 

kid [kid] (pt & pp kidded, cont kidding) o n 
-1. a child (informal use) □ They've got four 
kids. -2. a young goat; leather produced from 
the skin of a young goat, 

o comp one's kid brother/sister one’s young¬ 
er brother/sister (informal use), 
o vf (informal use) -1. to say something un¬ 
true to <sb> as a joke □ Don't worry, I'm only 
kidding you! -2. to kid oneself to allow oneself 
to believe something that is not true □ Don't 
kid yourself, he'll never agree to it! 

o vi (informal use) to be kidding to be joking 
□ I'm not kidding, he must have weighed 350 
pounds. □ / was only kidding! • no kidding! a 
phrase used to show one’s surprise about 
something that has been said □ "I won it in a 
raffle. " — "No kidding!" 

kiddie, kiddy [kidi] {pi kiddies) n a very 
young child (informal use), 

kid gloves npl to treat or handle sb with kid 
gloves to treat sb very carefully or gently 
because one does not want to upset them, 

kidnap [’kidnasp] (us pt & pp kidnaped, cont 
kidnaping, GB pt & pp kidnapped, cont kidnap¬ 
ping) vt to take <sb> away from a place by 
force, keep them as a prisoner, and demand 
that somebody gives money or does some¬ 
thing before they are released □ The three 
men were kidnaped by separatists last year. 

kidnaper us, kidnapper gb [kidniep3r] n a 
person who has kidnaped somebody □ The 
kidnapers have asked for a ransom of $2 million. 

kidnaping us, kidnapping gb [ kidmepiri] « 
the crime of kidnaping somebody □ The kid¬ 
naping took place last Wednesday. 

kidney [’kidm] (pi kidneys) n -1. anatomy one 
of the two organs in the body that remove 
waste from the bloodstream and produce 
urine. -2. cooking an animal’s kidney eaten 
as food. 

kidney bean n a dark-red bean that is shaped 
like a small kidney and can be eaten, 

kidney machine n a machine that does the 
job of the kidneys for people whose own 
kidneys no longer work or have been re¬ 
moved. 

Kilimanjaro [.kilimsn'dsairoo]: (Mount) Kiliman¬ 
jaro a mountain in Tanzania which is the 
highest in Africa, height: 5,895 m. 

kill [kil] o vt -1. to cause <a person, animal, 
or plant> to die □ He tried to kill himself by tak¬ 

ing sleeping pills. □ The plane crashed into a 
mountain, killing 200 passengers. -2. it's killing 
me it’s causing me great pain (informal use) □ 
These shoes/My feet are killing me! -3. [hope, 

chances] to bring <sthg> to an end in a way 
that is very disappointing □ That remark really 
killed the conversation. -4. to kill time to pass 
the time by doing something unimportant, 
usually while waiting for something to hap¬ 
pen □ / went for a walk to kill time, 
o vi to cause death □ ‘Smoking kills.' 
on-1. the kill the act of killing an animal or 
bird after hunting it □ The dogs moved in for 
the kill. -2. a bird or animal that has been 
hunted and killed. 

♦ kill off vt sep to kill sthg off [species, plants, 

business] to destroy most of or all of sthg □ 
High prices could kill off the tourist trade. □ The 
character of Harvey has been killed off by the 
scriptwriters of the series. 

killer [’kibr] n -1. a person or animal that kills 
□ The killer is believed to be a woman. -2. some¬ 
thing, such as a disease, that causes death □ 
a killer virus. 

killer whale n a whale with teeth whose 
body is white underneath and dark on top 
and that feeds on fish, squid etc. 

killing ['kilirj] o adj [pain, work] that is very tir¬ 
ing (informal use). on-1. the act of causing 
somebody’s death deliberately, usually with 
violence □ There has been a spate of revenge 
killings. □ With this agreement, the killing may at 
last come to an end. -2. to make a killing to 
make a lot of money very easily (informal 
use) □ You'll make a killing on this deal, I promise. 

killjoy ['kild3oi] n a person who wants to stop 
other people from enjoying themselves. 

kiln [kiln] n an oven for baking bricks or pots. 

kilo ['kiilou] (pi kilos) n abbr of kilogram □ I've 
lost six kilos in three weeks. 

kilobyte ['kibbait] n a unit of 1,024 bytes of 
computer information. 

kilogram(me) [’kibgraem] n a unit (1,000 
grams) for measuring weight. 

kilohertz ['kibh3irtz] (pi kilohertz) n a unit 
(1,000 hertz) for measuring radio waves. 

kilojoule ['kibd3u:l] n a unit (1,000 joules) for 
measuring energy or work. 

kilometer [ki'lomitr] us, kilometre [kibmiits] 
GB n a unit (1,000 meters) for measuring dis¬ 
tance □ / ran in a ten-kilometer road race. 

kilowatt ['kibwDt] n a unit (1,000 watts) for 
measuring electrical power. 

Kilroy ['kilroi] a name used for an unknown 
person, mentioned in graffiti in the phrase 
“Kilroy was here’’. P 

kilt [kilt] n a knee-length pleated skirt, usually 
made from tartan and sometimes worn by 
Scottish men as part of their national cos¬ 
tume. 

kimono [ki'mounou] (pi kimonos) n a Japanese 
piece of clothing shaped like a loose coat 
and with wide sleeves. 

kin [kin] « -H> kith, next of kin. 

kind [kaind] o adj [person, gesture] that is 
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friendly and helpful toward other people 
and shows concern for them □ It's a kind 
thought. □ It's so kind of you to help. □ He was 
so kind to me when I was ill. ■ would you be so 

kind as to... a phrase used to ask somebody 
very politely to do something □ Would you be 
so kind as to tell me how to get to the bank? 
o n [of person, object, animal) a group whose 
members have particular characteristics that 
make them different from others; a person, 
animal, or thing that belongs to such a 
group □ What kind of dog is that? □ Their objec¬ 
tions were of a different kind. □ This is definitely 
my kind of place! ■ a kind of... a phrase used 
when one cannot describe something pre¬ 
cisely but wants to give somebody an ap¬ 
proximate idea of what is is like □ They used 
a kind of enormous fishing net. ■ kind of a 
phrase used to show that one is not com¬ 
pletely sure about something or that some¬ 
thing is only partly true (informal use) □ "Do 

you miss him?" — “Kind of." □ It was kind of in¬ 
teresting. ■ of a kind a phrase used to show 
that something is of a poor quality or is not 
the way one wants it to be □ It's an agree¬ 
ment of a kind. ■ to be two of a kind to be of 
the same sort □ They're two of a kind. ■ to pay 

sb in kind to pay sb by giving them some¬ 
thing they need rather than money □ Don't 
worry about cash, you can pay me in kind. 

kindergarten ['kind3rga:rtn] n a school for very 
young children who are usually between 
four and six years of age. 

kind-hearted [-'hartad] adj [person] who is 
helpful and sympathetic, 

kindle ['kindl] vt -1. to cause <a fire> to start 
burning by lighting wood or paper □ I'Ve 

crouched over the fire, kindling the flames. -2. to 
cause somebody to begin to have an idea or 
feeling □ This trip kindled in him a desire to visit 
his birthplace. 

kindling ['kindlirj] « dry wood, leaves etc used 
to start a fire. 

kindly ['kaindli] (compar kindlier, superl kindli¬ 

est) o adj [person] who is friendly and caring 
□ a kindly old man. o adv -1. [speak, smile, treat] 
in a friendly caring way. ■ to look kindly on 

sb/sthg to approve of sb/sthg □ The courts 
don't look kindly on this type of offense. ■ not to 

take kindly to sthg to dislike sthg. □ George 
didn't take kindly to my criticisms of his work. 
-2. a word used as part of a request, espe¬ 
cially to show that one is annoyed □ Would 
you kindly give me my book back now? 

kindness ['kaindnas] n -1. [of a person, gesture] 
see kind □ / didn't expect such kindness. -2. a 
helpful and kind act □ You have done me a 

great kindness. 
kindred ['kindrad] adj [ideas, subjects] similar to 

each other. ■ a kindred spirit a person who 
shares the same ideas, desires etc as some¬ 
body else □ They're kindred spirits. 

kinetic [ki'netik] adj [energy, art] that is con¬ 
nected with movement. 

kinfolk(s) ['kinfouk(s)] US npl the members of 

one’s family. 

king [kirj] n -1. [of a country] a man who is a 

member of a royal family and who is the of¬ 
ficial ruler of a country without being elect¬ 
ed □ King Henry the Eighth. □ the King of Spain/ 
Belgium. -2. [in a particular activity] a person, 
company, product etc that people think is 
the most important one in a particular field 
□ the fast-food king. -3. chess the most impor¬ 
tant piece in a game of chess. -4. [in cards] 

any of the four playing cards with a picture 
of a king on it □ the king of spades. 

King [kirj], Martin Luther (1929-1968) a US 
black civil rights leader. He encouraged peo¬ 
ple to demonstrate against racism without 
using violence. He was shot and killed, 

kingdom ['kirjdam] n -1. a country whose rul¬ 
er or official head of state is a king or queen 
□ News of her death soon spread throughout the 
kingdom. -2. one of the three categories into 
which all natural objects can be divided □ 
the animal/plant/mineral kingdom. 

kingfisher ['kirjfijal n a small bird with 
greenish-blue feathers that feeds on fish in 
rivers and lakes. 

King Kong [-'kt>g] a giant gorilla in the film 
King Kong, made in 1933. It escapes into 
New York and climbs the Empire State 
Building. 

King Lear [-'liar] the hero of Shakespeare's 
play King Lear. He makes the mistake of giv¬ 
ing his kingdom to two of his daughters 
who do not love him, and rejecting the one 
who loves him. 

kingpin ['krrjpin] « -1. [in an engine] a pin that 
is part of the structure in a vehicle and that 
connects the steering column with the 
wheels. -2. the most important person in an 
organization, group of people etc. 

king prawn n GB a large prawn. 

king-size(d) adj [bed, cigarette] that is much 
larger than is usual. 

kink [kirjk] n a twist in something, e.g. in a 
rope or in somebody’s hair, that is usually 

straight. 

kinky ['kirjki] {compar kinkier, superl kinkiest) 
adj [idea, behavior] that is strange and unusual 
and usually involves sex (informal use). 

Kinsey ['kinzi], A. C. (1894-1956) a US scien¬ 
tist who studied human sexual behavior. 

kinsfolk ['kinzfouk] npl = kinfolk(s). 

kinship ['kinfip] n -1. the relationship that ex¬ 
ists between members of a family. -2. a feel¬ 
ing of closeness with another person or 
group □ / felt a strong kinship with her. 

kiosk ['kimsk] n -1. a small hut on the street 
from which newspapers, candy etc are sold. 
-2. GB a telephone booth. 

Kipling ['kiplig], Rudyard (1865-1936) a Brit¬ 
ish writer whose many stories and poems 
are set in colonial India. His best-known 
work is the Jungle Book. 

kipper ['kipar] n a herring that has been salted 

and smoked. 

Kirk [k3:rk] n the Kirk SCOT an informal name 
for the Church of Scodand. 
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kirsch [kisrJ] n an alcoholic drink made from 
cherries. 

kiss [kis] o vf [person, hand, lips] to touch <sb/ 
sthg> with one’s lips as a greeting or a way 
of showing affection o She kissed me on the 
cheek before leaving, ■ to kiss sb goodbye to 
say goodbye to sb by kissing them, o vi [two 
people] to kiss each other as a sign of affec¬ 
tion or love, or when greeting each other □ 
They kissed passionately, o n the act of kissing 
somebody □ He gave her a farewell kiss. 

kissagram ['kissgraem] « a person, usually in 
costume, who is paid to visit somebody on 
a special occasion such as their birthday and 
kiss them. 

kiss curl n GB a curl of a person’s hair pressed 
flat against their cheek or forehead, 

kiss of death n the kiss of death something 
that causes the complete failure or end of 
something □ His resignation will be the kiss of 
death. 

kiss of life n to give sb the kiss of life to try to 
save somebody’s life by breathing into their 
mouth to make them start breathing again, 
e.g. after a serious accident. 

kit [kit] (ft & ff kitted, com kitting) n -1. [of 
tools, equipment] a group of tools or pieces of 
equipment kept together and used for the 
same purpose or activity. -2. [for soldiers, a 
sport] the clothes and equipment used by 
soldiers, sailors etc and by people who play 
sport □ a soccer kit. -3. [for making something] a 
set of parts that have to be put together to 
make something □ a model boat kit. 

♦ kit out vf sep GB to kit sb/sthg out to pro¬ 
vide sb/sthg with everything they need, es¬ 
pecially clothes and equipment (informal use), 

kit bag n GB a long narrow bag used by sail¬ 
ors and soldiers for keeping their clothes 
and equipment in. 

kitchen ['kitJan] « a room used for preparing 
and cooking food. 

Kitchener ['krtjanafl, Lord (1850-1916) a Brit¬ 
ish soldier and politician. His face appeared 
on a famous poster encouraging people to 
join the armed forces in World War I. 

kitchenette [.kitfo'net] tt a small kitchen or a 
part of a room used as a kitchen, 

kitchen garden tt a garden used for growing 
fruit and vegetables in. 

kitchen roll tt GB thick paper that is wrapped 
around a cardboard tube and used in the 
kitchen, e.g. for wiping surfaces, 

kitchen sink n a sink in a kitchen, 

kitchen unit tt a piece of kitchen furniture, 
e.g. a cupboard, that is installed together 
with other pieces of the same type. 

kitchenware ['kitfsnweafl n a collective term 
for items of kitchen equipment such as 
pans, bowls, and spoons. 

kite [kait] tt -1. a toy consisting of a light 
wooden or metal frame covered in paper, 
plastic, or cloth, that is held by a long string 
while it flies in the sky with the help of 
wind □ The weather is perfect for flying kites. 

-2. a large bird with a long tail that feeds on 
small animals. 

Kite mark tt GB an official mark that is put on 
goods that are of a high enough quality to 
be approved by the British Standards Insti¬ 
tution. 

kith [ki0] tt one's kith and kin one’s friends and 
relatives. 

kitsch [kitJ] n decorative objects or works of 
art that are tasteless and not taken serious¬ 

ly■ 
kitten [’kitn] n a young cat. 

kitty ['kiti] (fl kitties) tt -1. an amount of 
money given by several people to pay for 
something they do or use together □ It 
makes more sense to organize a kitty for food. 
-2. an amount of money provided by the 
players in a game of cards and taken by the 
winner. -3. a cat (informal use), 

kiwi ['kiiwi:] n -1. a bird with a long beak and 
no wings or tail that cannot fly and is found 
only in New Zealand. -2. a person from 
New Zealand (informal use), 

kiwi fruit n a small oval-shaped fruit with 
rough brown skin and soft green flesh. 

KKK n abbr of Ku Klux Klan. 
KL abbr of Kuala Lumpur. 

klaxon ['klaeksan] tt a loud horn used, especial¬ 
ly in the past, by motor vehicles. 

Kleenex™ ['kliineks] tt a soft paper tissue, 

kleptomaniac [.klepts'meinifek] tt a person 
who has a mental illness that makes them 
unable to stop stealing things. 

Klondike ['klDndaikj: the Klondike a river and 
region in the Yukon, Canada. It is famous 
for the gold rush that happened there in the 
1890s. 

km abbr of kilometer. 

km/h (abbr of kilometers per hour) a way of 
measuring the speed of a vehicle, 

knack [nask] tt a special skill or ability that is 
needed to do something difficult □ There's a 
knack to opening this door. □ It's easy, once you 
get the knack (of it). 

knackered ['naekard] adj GB (informal use) -1. to 
be knackered [person] to be very tired. 
-2. [car, stereo, TV] that is broken or old and 
in bad condition. 

knapsack ['naspsaek] tt a leather or canvas bag 
that is worn on the back and used, especial¬ 
ly by hikers, to carry food and belongings, 

knave [neiv] n GB a playing card with a pic¬ 
ture of a young man on it that is below the 
queen in value and above the ten. 

knead [ni:d] vf [dough, clay] to press <sthg> re¬ 
peatedly with one’s hands in order to make 
it smooth and flexible. 

knee [ni:] tt the joint in the middle of the leg 
where it bends □ / hurt my knee. ■ to be on 
one's knees to be kneeling; to be very tired 
physically (informal use) □ By the end of the. 
day, I was on my knees. • to bring sb to their 
knees [country, government, army] to cause the 
defeat of sb by making them too weak to 
continue fighting, doing a particular job etc 
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□ The administration was brought to its knees by 
a series of damaging scandals. 

kneecap ['niikaep] n the bone in the front part 
of one’s knee. 

knee-deep adj -1. [snow, water) that reaches 
as high as one’s knees □ The mud was knee- 
deep in some places. -2. to be knee-deep in 
sthg [in water, mudl to be standing in sthg 
that reaches as high as one’s knees □ Richard 
waded knee-deep into the river. 

knee-high adj [undergrowth, grass] that is high 
enough to reach one’s knees, 

knee-jerk adj [reaction, opinion] that results 
from habit rather than careful thought □ a 
knee-jerk feminist. 

kneel [ni:l] (pt & pp knelt or kneeled) vi to 
lower one’s body by bending one’s legs un¬ 
til one or both of one’s knees is resting on 
the ground; to stay in this position for a pe¬ 
riod of time □ She was kneeling in prayer. 

♦ kneel down vi to lower one’s body so that 
one is kneeling □ He knelt down to tie his shoe¬ 
lace. 

knee-length adj [skirt, boots] long enough to 
reach the knees. 

knell [nel] « the sound of a bell rung to mark 
a death or funeral. 

knelt [nelt] past tense & past participle of kneel, 

knew [nJu:] past tense of know, 

knickers ['mks'z] npl -1. GB a piece of under¬ 
wear worn by women and girls that covers 
the area of the body between the waist and 
the top of the legs and passes between the 
legs □ a pair of knickers. -2. US loose short 
trousers that reach down to the knees, worn 
especially in the past by women, 

knick-knack ['niknaek] n a small decorative ob¬ 
ject for the house. 

knife [naif] {pi knives) o « an object consisting 
of a sharp metal blade fixed to a handle and 
used for cutting or as a weapon □ a fish knife, 
o vt to injure <sb> deliberately with a knife 
□ He was knifed in the stomach. 

knifing ['naifirj] n an incident in which some¬ 
body is attacked and injured with a knife 
(informal use). 

knight [nait] o « -1. history in medieval 
times, a nobleman who fought for his lord 
on horseback, usually in armor. -2. [as a title] 

a man who has been given a knighthood by 
his king or queen. A knight is entitled to use 
the word “Sir” in front of his name □ He was 
made a knight for his services to British theater. 
-3. chess a chess piece shaped like the head 
of a horse, o vt to give <sb> a knighthood, 

knighthood ['naithod] « the tide or rank of a 
knight given to a man by his king or queen 
as a mark of honor □ He has since been 
stripped of his knighthood for spying. 

Knightsbridge ['naitsbrid3l a fashionable area 
of central London that is well known for its 

expensive shops. 

knit [nit] (pt & pp knit or knitted, coni knitting) 
o adj closely or tightly knit [group, community] 

whose members know each other very well 

and often act together or help each other □ 
the close-knit communities of the islands, o vt 
[sweater, scarf, hat] to make <an item of 
clothing> using yam and a knitting machine 
or needles □ Mom's knitting me a cardigan, o vi 
-1. [person] She sits knitting in front of the televi¬ 
sion. -2. [broken bonesl to join or grow to¬ 
gether. 

knitted ['nitad] adj [sweater, scarf, hat] that has 
been made by knitting □ a knitted sweater. 

knitting [‘nitixj] n -1. the activity of knitting 
something □ / hate knitting. -2. something 
that is being knitted □ She put her knitting 
down on the table for a moment. 

knitting machine n a machine used for knit¬ 
ting clothes. 

knitting needle n a thin plastic or metal stick 
used for knitting. 

knitting pattern n a set of instructions that 
tell one how to knit a particular piece of 
clothing. 

knitwear ['nitweor] n a collective term for 
clothing that has been knitted □ He's de¬ 
signed a new range of ladies' knitwear. 

knives [naivz] plural of knife, 

knob [nob] n -1. [on a door, drawer] a round 
handle on a door or drawer □ The knob came 
off in his hand. -2. [on a stick, post] a round 
lump used as decoration at the end of a 
stick or post □ a bedstead with brass knobs on. 
-3. [on a radio] a round button on a piece of 
electrical equipment such as a radio, used 
for switching it on and off, changing the 
volume etc □ Turn the knob on the left in a 
clockwise direction. 

knobby ['nobi] US (compar knobbier, superl 

knobbiest), knobbly ['rmbli] GB (compar knob- 
blier, superl knobbliest) adj [surface] that has 
hard lumps on it □ knobby knees. 

knock [nDk] o vt -1. [table, elbow, fender] to hit 
<sthg> with a sharp movement, often by 
accident □ I knocked my leg against the chair. 
-2. [ball, peg] to hit <sthg> hard deliberately 
so that it moves in a particular direction □ 
She was knocking a nail into the wall. ■ to knock 
a hole into a wall to make a hole in a wall 
by hitting it very hard. -3. [person, perfor¬ 

mance! to criticize <sb/sthg>, especially in a 
way that seems harsh or unfair (informal use) 
□ Don't knock it! 
o vi -1. to knock at or on sthg (on a door, win¬ 

dow) to hit sthg, usually with one’s hand, in 
order to attract attention □ Somebody was 
knocking at the door. -2. [engine, pipes] to make 
a harsh noise that shows something is 

wrong. 
o n -1. the act of knocking something; the 
sound made by knocking on something □ 
They heard a knock at the door. -2. a piece of 
bad luck (informal use) □ She's taken a few hard 
knocks recently. 

♦ knock about, knock around (informal use) 
o vf sep to knock sb about or around to hit sb 
hard several times □ She's been knocked 
around by her husband a lot. o vi -1. to travel 
around in a relaxed way and experience dif¬ 
ferent places and situations □ They've been 
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knocking around Europe over the summer. -2. to 
knock around with sb to spend time with sb, 
usually as a friend □ How long have you been 
knocking around with them7 

♦ knock back vt sep (informal use) -1. to knock 
sthg back to drink sthg very quickly □ "Let's 
go," she said, knocking back her drink. -2. to 

< knock sb back a sum of money to cost sb a 
particular sum of money □ The new tires 
knocked me back $100. 

♦ knock down vt sep -1. to knock sb down GB 
(pedestrian) to hit sb while one is driving 
with the result that they are hurt or killed □ 
He was knocked down by a car. -2. to knock 
sthg down [building] to destroy and remove 
sthg; [product) to make the price of sthg low¬ 
er □ They've knocked down the old church. □ 
Prices have been knocked down by 20%. 

♦ knock off o vt sep to knock an amount of 
money off a price to lower a price by an 
amount of money □ Til knock $6 off the price, 
o vi [worker, staff] to stop working (informal 
use) □ The day shift knocks off at 6 pm. 

♦ knock out vt sep -1. to knock sb out [person] 
to hit sb else so hard that they become un¬ 
conscious; [drug] to make sb unconscious. 
-2. to knock sb out [player, team] to defeat sb 
in a competition so that they cannot com¬ 
pete in the later rounds □ Simpson was 
knocked out in the quarter-final. 

♦ knock over vt sep -1. to knock sthg over 
[glass, bottle] to hit sthg so that it falls over □ 
I nearly knocked over their expensive vase. -2. to 
knock sb over [pedestrian] to hit sb while one 
is driving □ Their son was knocked over by a 
car. 

♦ knock up vi sport [players] to practice to¬ 
gether before beginning a tennis match. 

knocker ['nDk3r] « a piece of metal on a door 
that one strikes against the door to make a 
loud noise to show that one wants the door 
to be opened. 

knocking ['nDkirj] n the sound made by some¬ 
body knocking on a door, window etc □ / 
can't hear with all that knocking going on. 

knock-kneed [-’ni:d] adj [person, animal] that 
has knees that turn inwards so that they ap¬ 
pear to touch each other, 

knock-on effect n GB to have a knock-on effect 
to start a series of events in which each one 
is caused by the one directly before it □ The 
Bank’s decision will have a knock-on effect on in¬ 
terest rates. 

knockout ['rmkaut] n -1. sport the act of hit¬ 
ting one’s opponent in a boxing match so 
hard that they become unconscious. -2. a 
person who one thinks is extremely impres¬ 
sive or attractive (informal use) □ He/She was 
an absolute knockout! 

knockout competition « gb a competition in 
which only the players or teams that win 
each game are allowed to play in the next 
stage. 

knock-up n GB the period before a tennis 
match in which the players practice by hit¬ 
ting the ball to one another. 

knot [nnt] (pt & pp knotted, cont knotting) o n 

-1. [of a rope, shoelace] a way of fastening or 
tying two ends of rope, string etc together 
by winding them tightly around each other 
□ The knot in my shoelace came undone. ■ to 
tie/untie a knot to make/remove a knot. 
-2. [of people] a group of people standing to¬ 
gether □ People stood around in small knots, ob¬ 
serving the discussion that was going on. -3. [in 
wood] a hard spot in a piece of wood where 
a branch used to grow. -4. shipping a unit 
(1.85km per hour) used for measuring the 
speed of ships □ We got up to 15 knots once 
we reached open sea. o vt [string, rope] to 
make a knot in <sthg>. 

knotted 1'nDtad] adj [handkerchief, scarf, rope] 
that has a knot in it. 

knotty 1'nDti] (compar knottier, superl knottiest) 
adj [issue, question] that is difficult to solve. 

know [nou] {pt knew, pp known) o vf -1. to be 
familiar with <a person, place, or thing> be¬ 
cause one has met or seen them before □ / 
know New York very well. □ She'd known Alfred 
for six months. ■ to get to know sb/sthg to 
learn about sb/sthg □ How did you get to know 
each other? □ I got to know their names very 
quickly. -2. [name, reason, answer] to have 
<sthg> in one’s mind and be sure that it is 
correct or true □ It's important to know your 
rights as a tenant. □ Do you know what time the 
play starts? □ He knew (that) he had seen her be¬ 
fore; but where? -3. [subject, technique] to 
understand and have knowledge of <sthg> 
through personal experience or through 
studying it □ "Do you know German?" she 
asked. □ He knows an enormous amount about 
the army. □ Of course I know how to change a 
fuse! m to know sthg backwards to know or 
understand sthg extremely well □ / know my 
job backwards. -4. to recognize sb □ I knew her 
the moment I saw her. -5. to know sthg from 
sthg to be able to tell the difference be¬ 
tween sthg and sthg else □ They're old enough 
to know right from wrong. -6. to be known as... 
to be called a particular name □ Stalingrad, 
now known as Volgograd. 

o vi -1. to know a fact or piece of informa¬ 
tion □ "Luis is coming over next week." — 
"Yes, I know. He called me yesterday to tell me. " 
■ to know of sb/sthg to have heard about 
sb/sthg □ I've never met him, but I know of him. 
■ to know about sthg to be aware of sthg; to 
have learned about sthg and understand it □ 
Do you know about the new guidelines? -2. 
phrases you know a phrase used in conversa¬ 
tion to emphasize something, or when one 
is trying to make something clearer □ You 
know, she's still young, it's not her fault. □ We 
were in the restaurant, you know, the one by the 
town hall, m there is no knowing... it is impos¬ 
sible to know... □ There's no knowing when 
this killer will strike next! ■ to know better to be 
sensible or old enough not to behave fool¬ 
ishly □ You should know better at your age! 

On to be in the know to have more informa¬ 
tion about something than most other peo¬ 
ple □ You seem to be in the know, maybe you 
can tell me what's going on? 

know-all n GB = know-it-all. 
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know-how n the skill and ability to do some¬ 
thing, particularly in a scientific or industrial 
field □ It is not just terrorist groups that have the 
know-how to make these bombs. 

knowing ['nouir)] adj (look, smile! that suggests 
that one knows about something even 
though one has not spoken of it openly □ 
She gave him a knowing wink. 

knowingly ['nouigli] adv -1. [smile, say] see 
knowing. -2. [hurt, betray] intentionally □ / 
would never knowingly cause my husband pain. 

know-it-all n a person who thinks they know 
more than other people (disapproving use) □ 
You're such a know-it-all! 

knowledge ['nolid3] n -1. information and 
understanding about something □ She has a 
great thirst for knowledge. ■ it's common 
knowledge that... everybody knows that... □ 
It's common knowledge that they're leaving. 
-2. the state of knowing about something □ 
He did it without my knowledge. ■ not to my 
knowledge a phrase used when one thinks 
that what someone is saying is not true □ 
"Did the accused threaten Mr Lee?" — "Not to 
my knowledge, no." ■ to the best of my knowl¬ 
edge a phrase used when one believes that 
what one is saying is true but that one’s in¬ 
formation may not be accurate or complete 
□ To the best of my knowledge, he left two 
weeks ago. 

knowledgeable ['imlidsabl] adj [person] who 
knows a lot about a particular subject or 
about many things □ Laura's very knowledge¬ 
able about local landmarks. 

known [noun] o past participle of know, o adj 
a known criminal/expert etc a criminal/an ex¬ 
pert etc that people know about □ There is, 
as yet, no known cure for the disease. 

Knox [nDks], John (1513-1572) a Scottish reli¬ 
gious reformer who established the Presby¬ 
terian Church of Scotland, 

knuckle ['nAkl] n anatomy one of the joints 
where one’s fingers bend or where they join 
one’s hand. 

♦ knuckle down vi to begin to do something 
seriously □ It's time to knuckle down to work. □ 
You should knuckle down to finding a job. 

♦ knuckle under vi to accept that one has to 
do what somebody or something demands □ 
You have no choice but to knuckle under and get 
on with it. 

knuckle-duster n a piece of metal worn over 
the knuckles and used for hitting people 

with. 

KO n abbr of knockout. 

koala (bear) [kou'aite-] n an Australian animal 
like a small bear that can climb trees and 
that feeds on eucalyptus leaves, 

kohl [koul] « a substance used to make the 
edges of one’s eyelids darker, 

kook [kurk] n US a kooky person (informal use), 

kooky [ ku:ki] (compar kookier, superl kookiest) 
adj US [person, idea] that one thinks is slightly 
strange and unusual (informal use). 

Koran [kD'ra:n] w the Koran the holy book on 
which the Islamic religion is based. 

Korea [ka'ria] a peninsula in northeastern 
Asia, between China and Japan. Since 1948 
it has been divided into North Korea and 
South Korea. 

Korean [ka'rian] « & adj: see North Korea, 
South Korea. 

Korean War ti the Korean War a war 
(1950-1953) between South Korea and 
Communist North Korea which neither side 
won. North Korea was helped by the Chi¬ 
nese and South Korea by the USA and other 
UN forces. 

Kosciusko [,kDsi'Askoo]: (Mount) Kosciusko a 
mountain in the Australian Alps, New South 
Wales, which is the highest in Australia. 
height: 2,228m. 

kosher ['kooJV] adj -1. [food, meat] that is pre¬ 
pared in a way that is acceptable to Jewish 
religious laws about food. -2. [person, deal] 

that one thinks is honest and acceptable (in¬ 
formal use) n Do we know for sure that these 
guys are kosher? 

kowtow [.kao'tau] vi to kowtow to sb to show 
too much respect for sb □ It's no good kow¬ 
towing to these people. 

Kremlin ['kremlin] o the Kremlin the castle and 
palace in the center of Moscow where the 
government of the former Soviet Union used 
to be based, o n the Kremlin a term used to refer 
to the government of the Soviet Union. 

Kriss Kringle [.kris'kririgl] US = Santa Claus. 

KS abbr of Kansas. 

KT abbr of Knight. 

Kuala Lumpur [.kwada'lompua1] the capital of 
Malaysia, population: 1,103,000. 

Kublai Khan fikuibls'kam] (1216-1294) Mon¬ 
gol Emperor of China from 1279 to 1294. 
The grandson of Genghis Khan, he ruled 
over a very large empire. 

kudos [US 'kuidouz, GB kjuidos] n praise or re¬ 
spect that somebody gains by doing some¬ 
thing □ / did it for the kudos, not the money. 

Ku Klux Klan [,ku:klAks'klaen] n the Ku Klux 
Klan a secret right-wing group of white Prot¬ 
estant people in the USA who believe that 
people of other races or religions should not 
have the same political rights as them. At 
meetings they wear special long white robes 
and pointed hoods over their heads. 

kumquat ['kAmkwDt] n a fruit like a very small 

orange. 

kung fu [.kAo'fu:] n a style of fighting from 
China in which opponents hit each other 
using their hands and feet. 

Kurd [k3ird] n a member of a people living 
mainly in Kurdistan. 

Kurdish ['k3:rdif] o « the language of the 
Kurds, o adj: see Kurd □ a Kurdish village/song. 

Kurdistan [US 'k3:rd3staen, GB ,k3:di'sta:n] a 
mountainous region of western Asia, mainly 
in eastern Turkey, northern Iraq, and west¬ 

ern Iran. 

Kuwait [ku'weit] a country on the Persian 
Gulf, between Iraq and Saudi Arabia. It is a 
major producer of oil. In 1990 it was invad- 
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ed by Iraq, which led to the Gulf War. size: 
17,800 sq kms. population: 1,400,000 (Ku¬ 
waitis). capital: Kuwait City, language: Ara¬ 
bic. currency: Kuwaiti dinar. 

Kuwaiti [ku'weiti] n & adj: see Kuwait. 

kW, kw abbr of kilowatt. 

kWh (abbr of kilowatt hour) the amount of en¬ 
ergy produced by one kilowatt in one hour, 
used as a unit for measuring the consump¬ 
tion of electricity. 

KY abbr of Kentucky. 

11 [el] (pi I s or Is), L [el] (pi L's or Ls) n the 
twelfth letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ L -1. abbr of lake. -2. abbr of large. -3. abbr 
of left. -4. abbr of learner driver. 

12 abbr of liter. 

la [la:] n the sixth note in the scale of Western 
music. 

LA o n abbr of Los Angeles, o abbr of Louisi¬ 
ana. 

lab [l®b] n = laboratory (informal use) □ a lab 
coat/technician. 

label [’leibl] (us pt & pp labeled, cont labeling, 
GB p>t & pp labelled, cont labelling) o « -l. [on 

luggage, clothes, a bottle] a small piece of pa¬ 
per, cloth etc, that is attached to something 
in order to identify it or give information 
about it o a washing label □ an address label. 
-2. music the name that a record company is 
known by □ My sister's band has been ap¬ 
proached by a number of record labels. □ a single 
released on an independent label, 

o vt -1. [luggage, sample, clothing] to attach a 
label to <sthg> □ The jelly can then be bottled 
and labeled. -2. [person, writer, decision] to de¬ 
scribe <sb/sthg> in a particular way, often 
unfairly □ Ever since, people have labeled him 
(as) a failure. 

labor us, labour GB ['leibar] o « -l. [by a per¬ 

son] work, especially when it involves physi¬ 
cal effort □ The job involves a lot of manual la¬ 
bor. □ The team is exhausted after its labors. □ 
The repair bill was $200 for parts and labor. -2. [in 

an industry] workers, especially people who 
do physical work, when they are considered 
as a group or a resource □ There is a shortage 
of skilled labor. □ unskilled labor. -3. medicine. 
the last stage of pregnancy, when the baby 
is pushed out of the womb □ She was in labor 
for ten hours. □ She went into labor at 3 o'clock. 

O vt to labor the point to keep talking about 
or explaining something after one has al¬ 
ready said enough for it to be clearly under¬ 

stood □ There's no need to keep laboring the 
point! 
o vi -1. [workman, peasant] to work hard, es¬ 
pecially when doing a physical task □ Teams 
of workers labored to get the bridge finished in 
time. -2. to labor over sthg [over a job, decision, 

letter] to spend a lot more time and effort 
than normal doing sthg □ The committee 
is still laboring over the report. -3. to labor 
under a delusion or misapprehension to con¬ 
tinue to believe something that is wrong or 
false. 

Labor « the Department of Labor the US gov¬ 
ernment department responsible for work¬ 
ing conditions and labor relations, 

laboratory [US 'kebratoiri, GB la'bDratri] (pi la¬ 
boratories) n a room or building that con¬ 
tains special equipment for scientific experi¬ 
ments and research □ laboratory equipment/ 
tests. 

labor camp n a prison camp where prisoners 
have to do hard physical work, 

labor costs npl the money needed to pay 
workers, especially to produce a particular 
product or carry out a particular service. 

Labor Day n in the USA and Canada, a public 
holiday that is celebrated on the first Mon¬ 
day of September. 

labored us, laboured gb ['leibsrd] adj [joke, 

writing, style] that is not natural and shows 
signs of too much effort; [breathing, move¬ 

ment] that is slow and made difficult by 
physical problems □ His breathing was slow 
and labored. 

laborer US, labourer GB ['leibara1) n a person 
who does unskilled work involving physical 
effort outdoors, e.g. on a building site or a 
farm. 

labor force n all the people in a particular 
country who are in employment or available 
for employment; all the employees in a par¬ 
ticular company. 

labor-intensive adj [industry, process] that 
needs a lot of workers. 

laborious [b'bairias] adj [task, process] that 
takes a lot of effort. 

labor market n the supply of people available 
for work in a country. 

labor of love n a job one does for pleasure 
without getting money or a reward, 

labor pains npl the pain felt by a pregnant 
woman just before giving birth. 

Labor Party n = ALP. 

labor relations npl the relationship between 
workers and employers. 

laborsaving us, laboursaving gb ['leibar- 
seivig] adj a laborsaving device a device that 
makes a job, especially a physical job, much 
easier to do. 

labor union n US an organization that repre¬ 
sents the interests of workers who all do a 
similar type of job. 

labour etc n GB = labor etc. 

Labour GB politics o adj [MP, member, voter] 

who belongs to or supports the Labour Par- 
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ty; [policy, motion] that is suggested and sup¬ 
ported by the Labour Party, o n GB = Labour 
Party □ Labour is or are fighting back. 

Labour Party « the Labour Party one of the 
two main British political parties. It used to 
be a Socialist party, closely linked with the 
labor unions, and is now a center-left party. 

Labrador1 ['laebr3do:r] n a large dog with a 
smooth coat of black or yellow hair. 

Labrador2 the eastern part of the large Cana¬ 
dian peninsula that lies between Hudson 
Bay and the Atlantic. It belongs to the prov¬ 
ince of Newfoundland. 

laburnum [I3'b3:rn3m] n a small tree that has 
poisonous yellow flowers that hang on long 
stems. 

labyrinth ['laebsrin©] « a complicated network 
of roads, passages, tunnels etc in which it is 
easy to get lost □ The museum is a labyrinth of 
underground passages and rooms. 

lace [leis] o « -1. a delicate cloth made from 
fine thread that is woven into patterns with 
many small holes □ trimmed with lace □ a lace 
tablecloth. -2. a piece of string used to tie up 
a shoe or boot □ Your laces are undone, o vt 
-1. [shoe, boot] = lace up. -2. to lace food or 
drink with sthg [with alcohol] to add a small 
amount of sthg to food or drink o He laced 
my orange juice with gin. 

♦ lace up vt sep to lace sthg up [shoe, boot] to 
fasten <sthg> by tying the laces together, 

lacemaking ['leismeikig] n the art of making 
lace. 

laceration [.laess'reijn] n a rough and uneven 

cut on somebody's skin, 

lace-up o adj [shoe, boot, corset] that is fas¬ 

tened with laces □ a pair of lace-up shoes, o n 
GB a lace-up shoe or boot, 

lack [lack] o n (a) lack of sthg [of time, money, 

understanding] a situation in which there is 

none or not enough of sthg that is needed □ 
The project was stopped for or through lack of 
funds. □ There was no lack of effort on my part, 
o vt [time, confidence, experience] not to have 

enough of <sthg>; not to have <sthg> at all 

□ We lack the necessary equipment. □ / lack vari¬ 
ety in my job or My job lacks variety. 

lackadaisical [.laeks’deizikl] adj [person, ap¬ 

proach, attitude] that shows little interest, en¬ 

thusiasm, or energy (disapproving use), 

lackey [’laeki] (pi lackeys) n a person who fol¬ 

lows the orders of somebody else without 

thinking (disapproving use) □ Don't think you 
can treat me like one of your lackeys. 

lacking ['laekirj] adj to be lacking to be too 

small in number or amount, or not available 

or present at all □ Good jobs have been sadly 
lacking recently. ■ to be lacking in sthg not to 

have enough of sthg that is needed or desir¬ 

able □ The food was lacking in flavor. □ She's not 
lacking in confidence. 

lackluster us, lacklustre gb [isekUst3r] adj 
[speech, event] that is not lively or exciting □ 
a lackluster performance by the Chicago Bulls. 

laconic [ls'konik] adj [person, reply, style] that 

uses few words □ This response was typical of 
the writer's laconic wit. 

lacquer [’laek3r] o « -1. a substance that is 
painted onto objects made of wood or metal 
in order to give them a hard shiny surface. 
-2. a sticky substance that is sprayed onto 
hair in order to keep it in place, o vt [wood, 
metal, hair] to put lacquer on <sthg>. 

lacrosse [b'kros] n an outdoor sport played 
with a small hard ball that is thrown and 
caught using a stick with a net at the end. 

lactic acid ['laektik-] n an acid that forms in 
sour milk. 

lacy f'leisi] (compar lacier, superl laciest) adj 
[shirt, curtain, underwear] that has lace on it or 
has a pattern like lace. 

lad [laed] « -1. a boy or young man (informal 
use). -2. GB a boy or man who takes care of 
horses in a stable. 

ladder ['laed3r] o « -1. a piece of equipment 
made of wood, metal, or rope that people 
climb up and down and that has horizontal 
steps for the feet between two vertical 
pieces. -2. GB a tear in a pair of stockings or 
pantyhose, o vt GB to make a ladder in 
<pantyhose or stockings>. o vi GB [panty¬ 
hose, stockings] to develop a ladder □ These 
tights ladder easily. 

laden ['leidn] adj [person, truck, ship] that is car¬ 
rying a large amount of something □ She 
came in laden with shopping. □ The vessel 
weighs sixty tons when fully laden. 

ladies ['leidiz] o plural of lady, o n GB = ladies' 
room. 

ladies' room n US a public toilet for women □ 
Could you tell me where the ladies' room is, 
please? 

lading ['leidir)] n -» bill of lading. 

ladle [’leidl] o » a large deep spoon with a 
long handle, used especially for serving 
soup, o vt to pour <sthg> into a bowl, dish 
etc using a ladle □ The cook was ladling steam¬ 
ing mounds of rice onto plates. 

lady ['leidi] (pi ladies) n -1. a word used in¬ 
stead of “woman” to show politeness and 
respect □ She's a very dynamic lady. □ Ask the 
lady if she'd like to sit down. □ Ladies and gentle¬ 
men, can I have your attention. □ Fourth floor, 
ladies' underwear. □ a lady doctor. -2. an 
upper-class woman. -3. a woman who is 
ladylike □ Ann's a real lady. -4. US a word 
sometimes used to address a woman that 
one does not know (informal use) □ Hey, lady I 

♦ Lady n -1. a tide given to a woman who 
belongs to the aristocracy or whose hus¬ 
band has a knighthood or a peerage □ Lady 
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. -2. religion Our Lady a 
tide of the Virgin Mary, mother of Christ, 

ladybug 1'leidibAg] us, ladybird [’leidib3:rd] gb 
« a small round insect that is red with black 
spots on its back and can fly. 

lady-in-waiting (pi ladies-in-waiting) n a wo¬ 
man who accompanies and assists a queen or 

princess. 

lady-killer « a man who is attractive to many 
women but upsets them by ending relation- 
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ships with them after a short time (informal 
use). 

ladylike ['leidilaik] adj [behavior, woman, girl] 

that shows qualities such as politeness and 
elegance that some people expect from 
women and girls. 

Lady of the Lake: the Lady of the Lake in 
English legends, a goddess whose hand 
came out of a lake to catch the sword 
thrown by King Arthur before he died. 

Ladyship ['leidifip] n her/your Ladyship a tide 
used when talking about or to a Lady, 

lag [laeg] (pt & pp lagged, cont lagging) o vi 
[person, country, economy] to move or develop 
more slowly than the others in a group □ He 
soon got tired and started to lag behind. □ We 
now lag far behind the rest of the world in new 
technology, o vt [pipe, tank, roof] to cover 
<sthg> with a material that keeps heat in. 
On a period of time between two events 
that is often the result of a delay □ a time lag. 

lager ['laigsl n a beer that is light in color and 
has bubbles. 

lager lout n GB a young man who disturbs 
other people by being noisy or violent, 
usually because of drinking alcohol (informal 

use). 

lagging ['laegig] n material used to lag a pipe, 
tank etc to keep the heat in. 

lagoon [la'guin] n a lake of sea water that is 
separated from the sea by sand banks or 
rocks. 

laid [leid] past tense & past participle of lay. 

laid-back adj [person, attitude, approach] that 
seems calm, relaxed, and not easily affected 
by problems or by the behavior of other 
people □ He sounded very laid-back about the 
prospect of losing his job! 

lain [lein] past participle of lie. 

lair [lear] n a hole or covered place where a 
wild animal lives. 

laissez-faire [,leisei'fe3r] o adj [approach, policy, 

attitude] that believes it is wrong to interfere 
in the activities of individual companies or 
people. On a laissez-faire policy, 

laity ['leisti] n the laity all the members of a 
religious group who are not members of the 
clergy. 

lake [leik] « a large area of water in the mid¬ 
dle of land □ the Great Lakes. 

Lake District: the Lake District a region of 
lakes and mountains in northwestern Eng¬ 
land, famous for its attractive scenery and 
for the Romantic poets who lived there, 

lakeside [‘leiksaid] adj [resort, complex] that is 
by the side of a lake. 

lama [’laims] (pi lamas) n a Buddhist priest or 
monk. 

lamb [laem] n a young sheep; the flesh of this 
animal eaten as food □ roast lamb □ a lamb ke¬ 
bab. 

lambast [laem'baest], lambaste [kem'beist] vt 
[person, book] to criticize <sb/sthg> strongly. 

lamb chop n a small piece of meat on a 
bone, cut from a lamb. 

lambing [’laemig] n the time of year when 
sheep give birth to lambs. 

Lamb of God = Jesus. 

lambskin [’laemskin] n a kind of leather, often 
with wool on one side, that is made from 
the skins of lambs □ a lambskin coat. 

lambswool ['laemzwul] « a soft wool that 
comes from lambs and is used for making 
knitted clothes □ a lambswool sweater/scarf. 

lame [leim] adj -1. [person, horse] that cannot 
walk properly because at least one leg or 
foot is damaged □ He went lame in both legs. 
-2. [excuse, argument] that shows a lack of 
thought or effort and is not good enough to 
be taken seriously □ He came up with a pretty 
lame excuse about the traffic. 

lame [US lai’mei, GB 'laimei] n a material contain¬ 
ing gold or silver threads □ a gold lame dress. 

lamebrain ['leimbrein] « US a person who one 
thinks is stupid (informal use), 

lame duck n -1. a person or business that 
continually needs help and never seems 
likely to succeed. -2. US POLmcs an official 
who has not been re-elected and is about to 
be replaced. 

lamely ['leimli] odv [say, argue] see lame □ 
"Well, I did my best," he said lamely. 

lament [ls'ment] o « something that some¬ 
body says, writes, or sings to show sadness, 
regret, or disappointment about something □ 
The poem is a lament for the loss of so many 
young lives, o vt [death, decline, change] to ex¬ 
press sadness, regret, or disappointment 
about <sthg> □ This is not the first book to la¬ 
ment the decline of educational standards. 

lamentable ['laemsntsbl, b'mentabl] adj [situa¬ 

tion, mistake, performance] that one finds very 
bad and unsatisfactory □ It is surely a lamen¬ 
table state of affairs when a nurse has to go else¬ 
where to find a job. 

laminated I'lasmineitsd] adj [wood, glass, steel] 

that is made of several thin sheets stuck to¬ 
gether. 

lamp [lasmp] n a device that produces light 
using electricity, oil, or gas □ a bedside lamp a 

a desk/table/an oil/a gas lamp. 

lamplight [’laemplait] n the light from a lamp □ 
/ got a glimpse of her face in the lamplight. 

lampoon [tem'puin] o vt to criticize <sb/sthg> 
in public by making them seem funny in¬ 
stead of serious □ articles lampooning the offi¬ 
cial s behavior, o n a piece of writing, a car¬ 
toon etc that lampoons somebody or some¬ 
thing. 

lamppost ['lsmppoust] n a tall metal or con¬ 
crete pole with a light at the top that stands 
next to a road. 

lampshade ['laempjeid] n a decorative cover of 
material, paper, glass etc around a light 
bulb. 

LAN [lsn] n abbr of local area network. 

Lancashire [’laegksJV] a county in north¬ 

western England, situated on the Irish Sea. 

size: 3,063 sq kms. population: 1,381,300. 
administrative center: Preston. 
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lance [US tens, GB loins] o vf to lance a boil to 
cut a hole in a boil to let the fluid out. o n a 
long spear used in the past as a weapon by 
soldiers on horses. 

lance corporal tt in the British Army or US 
Marines, an officer of the lowest rank. 

Lancelot [US 'tensaloit, GB ioinsslDt], Sir in 
English legends, the bravest of King Arthur’s 
knights. He was also the lover of Arthur’s 
queen, Guinevere. 

lancet [US ‘tensat, GB 'lain-] n a sharp knife 
with two edges that is used by surgeons. 

Lancs abbr of Lancashire. 

land [tend] o « -1. [not sea] the part of the 
surface of the Earth that is not sea □ They 
traveled by land. □ It's good to be back on dry 
land! □ After three weeks at sea, they sighted 
land. -2. [for crops, houses] ground used for 
building or farming □ good grazing land. -3. [as 

property] ground that belongs to somebody 
or can be bought and sold □ They bought thir¬ 
ty acres of land. □ land prices. -4. a country (lit¬ 
erary use) □ America, the Land of the Free, 
o vt -1. [helicopter, glider] to bring <an air¬ 
crafts back onto the ground at the end of a 
flight □ Dan had to land the plane himself. 
-2. [passengers, cargo] to unload <goods or 
people> somewhere at the end of a trip by 
sea or air □ They landed the cargo in San Fran¬ 
cisco. -3. [contract, prize, job] to win <sthg> 
after trying for some time and against a lot 
of competition (informal use) □ INC have land¬ 
ed the Phillips contract, a Mary's landed herself a 
fantastic job in California. -4. [fish] to catch <a 
fists and bring it out of the water. -5. to 
land sb in sthg [in trouble, debt, jail] to cause sb 
to find themselves in a difficult situation (in¬ 
formal use) □ You'll land yourself in prison. □ 
You've really landed me in it this time! ■ to land 
sb with sthg [with a job, responsibility! to give 
sb sthg that is not wanted (informal use) □ / 
was landed with the job of watching my sister's 
kids. 
o vi -1. [plane, person] to arrive on land after 
a trip by air □ I'll be landing at JFK at 10 a.m. □ 
The plane will be landing shortly. -2. [bomb, ball, 
person] to fall onto something after moving 
through the air □ A raindrop landed on my 
head. □ She slipped and landed on the floor/on 
her back/in the water. -3. [ship, person] to arrive 
on land after traveling by sea □ We landed in 

Calais. 
♦ land up vi to reach a particular place or 

state without intending to after a long trip 
or series of events □ Our luggage landed up in 
Cairo. □ If you're not careful, you'll land up in seri¬ 
ous trouble. 

landed gentry ['tendad-1 ttpl the landed gentry 
upper-class people who own land, especially 
people whose families have owned land for 
a very long time. 

landing ['tendig] « -1. [in a building] the area at 
the top of a flight of stairs that leads to dif¬ 
ferent rooms □ We always leave the landing 
light on. -2. [of a plane] the act of landing □ a 
smooth landing. -3. [for boats] = landing stage, 

landing card n an official document that peo¬ 

ple of particular nationalities on a ship or 
plane have to fill out in order to be able to 
enter another country. 

landing craft « a boat that can open at one 
end and is used to bring troops and military 
equipment on shore. 

landing gear n the wheels and other equip¬ 
ment on the lower part of a plane that sup¬ 
port it when it is on the ground, landing, or 
taking off. 

landing stage n a wooden platform over wa¬ 
ter where boats stop to let passengers and 
goods go onto land. 

landing strip n a long area of land that is 
used by planes for taking off from and land¬ 
ing on. 

landlady ['tendleidi] {pi landladies) n -1. [of a 

house, apartment, building] a woman who 
owns a building and allows somebody to 
live or work there in return for payment. 
-2. [of a hotel, pub] a woman who runs a 
small hotel or pub. 
NOTE: Compare landlord, tenant. 

landlocked ['tendlokt] adj [country] that is sur¬ 
rounded on all sides by land and has no 
coastline. 

landlord [‘tendbdd] « -1. [of a house, apartment, 

building] a man who owns a building and al¬ 
lows somebody to live or work there in re¬ 
turn for payment. -2. [of a hotel, pub] a man 
who runs a small hotel or pub. 
NOTE: Compare landlady, tenant. 

landmark ['tendmadk] n -1. [in a city, area] 

something that is noticeable as part of the 
landscape and is therefore used when giving 
directions or checking one’s position □ the 
Statue of Liberty, one of New York's great land¬ 
marks. -2. [in history, sb's life] a very impor¬ 
tant event or idea in the history of some¬ 
body or something, especially one that 
marks a change □ a landmark court case. 

land mass « a large area of land, e.g. a conti¬ 
nent. 

landmine ['tendmain] « a bomb hidden in or 
under the ground that explodes when some¬ 
body walks or drives over it. 

landowner ['tendoonal n a person who owns 
land, especially a large amount. 

land rights np>l the right to own an area of 
land. 

'm LAND RIGHTS 
In Australia, discussions of land rights, or 
the ownership of land, often refer to the im¬ 
portant High Court decision made in 1992, 
when Torres Straits Islander Ernie Mabo 
made a land rights claim on behalf of his 
tribe. The judges decided that Aboriginal 
people were still the owners of land that 
had later been taken over by European set¬ 
tlers. This has allowed Aboriginal peoples 
throughout Australia to claim areas of land 
taken by European settlers and governments 
during the past 200 years. 

Land Rover™ [-rouval n a large powerful car 
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designed for traveling over very rough, 
steep, or wet ground. 

landscape ['landskeip] o n the view across an 
area of land that includes hills, rivers, build¬ 
ings etc; a painting of such an area □ Stephen 
stared out across the dull, flat landscape, o vt to 
design <a garden or park> to make it look 
attractive and interesting, e.g. by adding dif¬ 
ferent levels or planting bushes □ a beautifully 
landscaped park. 

landscape gardener n a person whose job is 
to landscape gardens, parks etc. 

Land's End a place on the coast of Cornwall, 
southwest England, that people think is the 
most southerly place on the British coast. 
NOTE: Compare John O'Groats. 

landslide [’laendslaid] n -1. the sudden move¬ 
ment of a lot of earth, rocks etc down the 
side of a hill or mountain □ The road was 
blocked by a landslide. -2. politics an easy win 
in an election by a large number of votes □ 
He won a landslide victory. 

landslip ['Isendslip] n a small landslide. 

lane [lein] n -1. a narrow road in the country; 
part of the name of a street □ a country lane □ 
/ live in Cooper Lane. -2. transport [of a road] 

one of the parts of a road that cars drive 
along, that is marked by lines painted on 
the road □ the passing/fast lane. ■ 'get/keep in 
lane' GB a highway sign that tells drivers to 
move into the correct lane/stay in the lane 
they are in. -3. sport [of a pool, track] one of 
the parts of a swimming pool or a race track 
marked by ropes or white lines for each 
competitor in a race □ He's running in lane 
three. -4. shipping & aviation a route across 
the sea or in the air that ships or planes 
regularly follow. 

language ['laer)gwid3] n -1. a particular system 
of spoken or written communication that is 
used e.g. by all the people in a particular 
country □ He speaks several languages, includ¬ 
ing French. □ animal language □ the language bar¬ 
rier. -2. the human system of communicating 
through words □ language acquisition □ a natu¬ 
ral flair for language. -3. [of a novel, article, per¬ 

son] a particular way of speaking or talking, 
using particular kinds of words □ legal/ 
business language. 

language laboratory n a room that contains 
tape recorders and headphones and is used 
by students learning and practicing a foreign 
language. 

languid f'laeggwad] adj [person, gesture] that is 
slow and shows no sign of effort or interest, 

languish ['laerjgwif] vi -1. to suffer for a long 
period of time in a particular place or situa¬ 
tion □ She languished in prison/in obscurity for 
many years. -2. [plant, person] to become 
weak. 

languorous ['laeggaras] adj [feeling, afternoon, 

person] that is pleasantly relaxed. 

lank [laerjk] adj [hair] that is flat, hangs down 
straight, and looks unattractive. 

lanky ['lasriki] (compar lankier, superl lankiest) 

adj [person] who is very tall and thin with 
long legs. 

lanolin(e) ['lasnalin] n an oily substance from 
sheep’s wool that is used to make skin 
creams, cosmetics etc. 

lantern [’laentaTi] n a light that consists of a 
candle, flame, or bulb in a metal and glass 
container that is hung outside a house or 
carried on a pole. 

Laos [US 'laious, GB laus] a country in South¬ 
east Asia, between Thailand and Vietnam. 
size: 236,800 sq kms. population: 4,600,000 
(Laotians), capital: Vientiane, language: Lao¬ 
tian. currency: kip. 

Laotian [us lei'oojn, GB 'laujn] n & adj: see 
Laos. 

lap [laep] (pt & pp lapped, cont lapping) o n 

-1. [of a person] the flat area made by the 
upper part of one’s thighs when one is sit¬ 
ting down □ She sat on her mother's lap. 
-2. sport the distance of one complete jour¬ 
ney around a race track □ They were on the 
final lap when Schulz crashed, o vt -1. [milk, wa¬ 

ter] to drink <sthg> by using quick move¬ 
ments of the tongue □ The cat lapped the milk 
with its tongue. -2. sport to pass <another 
competitor so that one has completed one 
lap more than them, o vi [water, waves] to 
move gendy all the time against a boat, over 
land etc, making soft sounds □ The sea lapped 
against the shore. 

♦ lap up vt sep -1. to lap sthg up [milk, water] 

to lap sthg. -2. to lap sthg up [attention, praise, 

story] to eagerly accept sthg, even if it is not 
true or sincere □ They lapped up everything she 
told them. 

laparoscopy [.laeps'roskapi] (pi laparoscopies) n 

an examination of the inside of one’s body 
using a special tube with a light attached to 
it so that a doctor can see through it. 

lapdog ['laspdDg] n any small dog that is kept 
as a pet in order to look decorative, 

lapel [b'pel] n the part of a coat or jacket that 
folds from the collar onto the front of it □ 
He grabbed Joe suddenly by the lapels. 

Lapland [’laeplaend] a region of northern 
Europe, consisting of parts of Norway, Swe¬ 
den, Finland, and Russia, north of the Arctic 
Circle. 

Laplander ['teplaendafl n a person who comes 
from or lives in Lapland. 

Lapp [lasp] n -1. = Laplander. -2. the language 
spoken by the people of Lapland, 

lapse [laps] o ti -1. a lapse of sthg a short pe¬ 
riod of time during which one forgets sthg 
or stops concentrating on sthg □ a lapse of 
memory/concentration. -2. [in behavior] a small 
example of incorrect behavior, especially 
from a person who usually behaves properly 
□ / hope that you will forgive this little lapse on 
my colleague's part. -3. a lapse of time a peri¬ 
od of time between two events □ after a 
lapse of six months. 

o vi -1. [agreement, law, membership] to be¬ 
come no longer valid □ Your subscription 
lapsed two weeks ago. -2. (standards, quality] to 
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be allowed to become worse; [tradition! to 
happen much less than before □ The usually 
excellent standards in this restaurant have lapsed 
considerably over the past few years. -3. to 
lapse into sthg [into silence, a coma] to gradu¬ 
ally pass into sthg, especially into a less ac¬ 
tive state; [into bad habits) to start to do sthg, 
often sthg less good or desirable □ He would 
sometimes lapse into dialect. □ It's so easy to 
lapse back into old habits. 

lapsed [laepst] adj a lapsed Catholic/Jew a 
Catholic/Jew who no longer follows or prac¬ 
tices their religion. 

laptop (computer) ['laptop-] n a computer 
that is small enough to be carried and used 
on one’s lap. 

larceny ['la:rs3m] tt law the crime of stealing, 

larch [lu:rtf] n a tall tree with needles instead 
of leaves, and pink or red cones that be¬ 
come brown as they get older, 

lard [la:rd] « soft white fat from pigs that is 
used in cooking. 

larder ['la:rd3r] n a closet or small room where 
food is stored on shelves, 

large [la:rd3l adj [house, person, areal that is 
great in size compared to other things of the 
same type; [number, family] that is great in 
amount or quantity □ 1/Ve live in a large town. 
□ Benefits are usually much better in a large com¬ 

pany. 
♦ at large o adj to be at large [criminal, animal] 

to still be free, with the result that people 
do not feel safe, o adv as a whole □ The 
world/country at large has a lower infant mortality 
rate than 50 years ago. 

♦ by and large adv a phrase used to show 
that a statement is not completely true but 
mostly true □ By and large, I think you II find 
most people are happy with the changes. 

largely ['la:rd3li] adv mosdy □ This is largely true 
in outlying areas, a She left the company, largely 
because she didn't agree with their new sales 

policy. 
large-scale adj -1. [investment, operation, dam¬ 

age] that involves a large area or a large 
number of people or things □ a large-scale 
rescue mission □ large-scale shipments of emer¬ 
gency supplies. -2. [map, diagram] that shows a 
small area in great detail □ a large-scale map 

of Bavaria. 
largess, largesse [la:r‘d3es] n generosity to 

people poorer than oneself, 

lark [la:rk] n -1. a small brown bird that is 
found in country areas and sings pleasantly. 
-2. something that is done because it is 
amusing and enjoyable (informal use) □ It was 
a real lark! ■ on a lark US, for a lark GB as a 
joke, a On a lark, he pretended he was her 

chauffeur. 
♦ lark about vi to do silly things to amuse 

oneself. 
larva ['laVva] (pl larvae [-vi:]) n the young form 

of an insect, that often looks like a soft 
thick worm, before it changes its shape 
completely to become an adult, 

laryngitis [.laerin'dsaitas] n a painful swelling 

and infection of the larynx that makes it dif¬ 
ficult to speak. 

larynx ['laeriijks] (pi larynxes) tt the hollow part 
of one’s throat in which the sounds of one’s 
voice are produced. 

lasagna, lasagne [us ta'zainja, GB -'zsnja] tt an 
Italian dish made with large flat layers of 
pasta covered with meat sauce and white 
sauce. 

lascivious [la'sivias] adj [look, person] that 
shows strong or uncontrolled sexual desire 
(disapproving use). 

laser ['leizsd « a machine that produces a very 
powerful narrow beam of light that is used 
to cut through hard materials, and in medi¬ 
cal operations; the narrow beam of light 
produced by this machine □ laser surgery. 

laser beam tt the powerful narrow beam of 
light that is produced by a laser. 

Laser Disc™ « a small flat disc that is used 
for showing television pictures of a higher 
quality than on videotape, 

laser printer « a computer printer that uses 
laser beams to produce high-quality words 
or pictures. 

laser show n a form of entertainment that 
uses colored laser beams, 

lash [laej] o tt -1. [of one's eyel = eyelash. -2. 

[from a whip] a blow from a whip, especially 
as a form of punishment. -3. [of a whip] the 
long, thin, leather part of a whip that is at¬ 
tached to the handle, o vf -1. to beat <a 
person or animal> with a whip. -2. to tie 
<sthg> firmly into a particular position □ 
They had to lash the crates to the truck to pre¬ 
vent them from falling off. o vi to lash against 
sthg (wind, rain] to beat violently against sthg 
□ Waves lashed against the shore. 

♦ lash out vi -1. [at a person] to suddenly and 
violently swing one's arm, leg, or a weapon 
at somebody in order to hurt them □ She 
lashed out at him with her fists. -2. [against a 

person, idea] to speak very angrily about 
somebody or something, especially publicly 
□ He lashed out at or against the government in 
an interview on the news. 

lashings f'laejirjz] npl lashings of sthg [of food, 

drink] a large quantity of sthg (informal use), 

lasso [US 'laesoo, GB lae'su:] (pi lassos, pt & pp 
lassoed, coni lassoing) o tt a long rope that is 
tied at one end to make a circle and is 
thrown around the necks of horses or cattle 
to catch them, o vt to catch ccatde or 
horses> using a lasso. 

last [US laest, GB laist] o det -1. last week/ 
Tuesday/March the week/Tuesday/March be¬ 
fore this present one (used with dates and 
periods of time) □ This year's results show a 
considerable improvement over last year's. □ 
We've been in Maine for the last four years. 
-2. his last girlfriend/car/job the girlfriend/ 
car/job he had before this one □ The last time 
I saw him was over a week ago. □ Their policies 
haven't changed since the last election. -3. the 
last bus/page/chance the bus/page/chance 
that comes after all the others, and after 



last-ditch 592 

which there are no more □ It was the last nov¬ 
el he wrote before he died. □ It's the last turn on 
the left. ■ last thing at night just before bed¬ 
time. 

o adv -1. to arrive/finish last to arrive/finish 
after everyone else □ Put on your lipstick last, 
after all your other makeup. -2. I last saw her 
ten years ago I have not seen her since that 
time ten years ago □ The suspect was last 
seen driving a blue van. 

o pron & « -1. he was the last to arrive he ar¬ 
rived after everyone else. ■ to leave sthg till 
last to do sthg after one has finished every¬ 
thing else □ I'm always the last to find out these 
thingsl □ / left the dirty pans till last. -2. the 
week/Tuesday before last the week/Tuesday 
before the one that has just ended. ■ the last 
but one the one before the last one in a se¬ 
ries. ■ that was the last I saw of him I have 
not seen him since that particular time, 
o vt -1. [event] to happen over a particular 
period of time □ The performance lasts for 
three hours. □ The meeting won't last long. 
-2. [luck, feeling] to continue □ They're happy 
now, but it won't last. -3. [flowers, clothes] to 
stay in a good condition □ My new shoes 
won't last five minutes in that rain I -4. [money, 

food] to be enough for somebody to use dur¬ 
ing a particular period of time □ The roast 
should last for two days. 

o vt [money, food] / have enough cash to last me 
until the weekend. 

♦ at (long) last adv after one has been wait¬ 
ing for a long time □ Free at last! □ At long last 
she has found a job she enjoys. 

last-ditch adj a last-ditch attempt/effort an at¬ 
tempt/effort that is the last of several at¬ 
tempts/efforts before one gives up □ The Re¬ 
publican Party are making a last-ditch campaign to 
win over the electorate. 

lasting [us 'laestii), GB 'Icust-] adj [feeling, effect] 
that lasts for a very long time or for ever □ 
This injection will cut down the pain, but it is not 
a lasting cure □ a lasting peace. 

lastly [US 'Isstli, GB 'la:st-] adv -1. lastly,... a word 
used to introduce the end of a speech or a 
piece of writing □ Lastly, I would like to thank 
everyone who has come along to support us to¬ 
day. -2. a word used to introduce the last 
comment, fact, question etc that one wants 
to make □ In the third place it is an unrealistic 
aim, and lastly it is too costly. 

last-minute adj [decision, cancellation, goal] that 
happens just before it is too late □ / had to 
run around town doing last-minute shopping be¬ 
fore Christmas. 

last name n = surname. 

last post n GB -1. the final daily collection of 
mail from a mailbox or post office □ What 
time's (the) last post on a Saturday? -2. the last 
post military a tune played on a bugle at fu¬ 
nerals or to call soldiers back to camp. 

last rites npl the last rites a religious ceremo¬ 
ny performed by a priest for a Catholic who 
is about to die. 

last straw n the last straw the last in a series 
of problems, unfortunate events etc that 

finally makes a situation unacceptable □ 
When he started shouting, that really was the last 
straw. 

Last Supper n the Last Supper in the Bible, 
the last meal that Jesus Christ shared with 
all his disciples before his death, 

last word n to have the last word to make the 
final comment in an argument □ You know he 
always likes to have the last word. 

Las Vegas [US lcns'veigss, GB ,laes-] a city in 
Nevada, USA, famous for its casinos, popula¬ 
tion: 258,295. 

latch [lastf] n a piece of metal attached to a 
door, gate, or window that fits into a piece 
of metal in the frame so that it is kept 
closed □ a door latch. ■ to be on the latch 
[door, window] to be closed but not locked, 
so that one can open it with the handle. 

♦ latch onto vt fus to latch onto sb to meet sb 
and stay with them, especially when they 
do not want one to do this. ■ to latch onto 
sthg [idea, phrase] to become very interested 
in sthg □ The public have been slow to latch 
onto the slogan. 

latchkey ['laetJki:] {pi latchkeys) n a key used 
for opening the outside or main doors of a 
house or apartment. 

late [leit] o adj -1. [person, bus, flight] that does 
not arrive at the necessary or fixed time □ 
My car broke down, so I was very late for the 
meeting. □ Please don't be late! □ We apologize 
to customers for the late arrival of this train. 
-2. [evening, December] that is near the end of 
a particular period of time □ The late after¬ 
noon sun shone warmly across the garden. □ We 
should leave — it's getting late. □ a late night o 
She s in her late twenties. -3. [supper, applica¬ 

tion] that happens later than is normal or ex¬ 
pected □ We had a late breakfast. -4. the late 
king the king who has died □ The late Mrs 
Nuffield left $3 million. □ her late husband □ My 
late wife loved this park. -5. the late leader/ 
director the leader/director before this pres¬ 
ent one. 

o adv [arrive, wake up, work] The train pulled in 
20 minutes late. □ Don't go to bed too late. □ We 
dine late on a Friday night. □ It was late in the 
day/in August before they contacted me. 

♦ of late adv recently □ I've been feeling much 
better of late. 

latecomer ['leitkAiri3r] n a person who arrives 
somewhere later than other people or after 
the arranged time. 

lately ['leitli] adv recently □ She's been calling 
me a lot just lately. 

late-night adj [movie, show] that is broadcast 
late at night; (visitor] who arrives late at 
night; [pharmacist] that is open until late at 
night. ■ late-night opening GB an evening 
when a shop, library etc is open later than 
usual □ 'Late-night opening till 8pm.' 

latent ['leitsnt] adj [threat, anger, meaning] that 
exists but is hidden and not yet noticeable □ 
latent aggression. 

later ['leit3r]. o adj (date, edition, flight] that 
happens/exists etc at a time further in the 
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future; that happens/exists etc at the end 
part of a period of time □ I'll have to catch a 
later plane. □ In later life she went back to learn¬ 
ing the piano, o adv later (on) at a later time □ 
They met up again later on at the theater. □ I'll 
read it later, just leave it on my desk. 

lateral [Taetaral] adj [growth, root] that is joined 
to the side of something, 

lateral thinking n solving problems by using 
one’s imagination to think of answers that 
are not obvious or expected □ a brilliant piece 
of lateral thinking. 

latest ['leitast] o adj [news, fashion, book] the 
most recent □ Have you seen his latest movie? 
on at the latest no later than a particular 
time □ She told me to be there by 6 pm at the 
latest. 

latex ['leiteks] n a substance that comes from 
a type of tree and is used to make rubber, 
glue etc □ latex gloves. 

lath [US lieG, GB la:0] « a long thin piece of wood 
that is used as a support for plaster on walls 
or tiles on roofs. 

lathe [leid] n a machine that turns wood or 
metal around as it is held against a sharp 
object in order to shape it. 

lather [US 'laedr, GB 'kudo] o n a light mass of 
bubbles formed by rubbing soap, shampoo, 
or detergent against something in water □ 
His face/hair was covered in lather, o vt [hair, 

body] to cover <sthg> with a lather, o vi 
[soap, shampoo] to produce a lather. 

Latin ['laetn] o adj -1. [temperament, character] 

that is connected with any of the nations 
that speak French, Spanish, Italian, or Portu¬ 
guese. -2. [studies, scholar, language] that is 
connected with the language spoken by the 
ancient Romans, o « the language spoken 
by the ancient Romans. 

Latin America Central and South America 
considered together. 

Latin American n & adj: see Latin America. 

Latino [lae'ti.-nou] {pi Latinos) n a person living 
in the USA whose family came from Latin 

America. 

latitude [’laetitJuid] « -1. geography a position 
on the Earth, or on a map, measured in de¬ 
grees north or south of the Equator □ The is¬ 
land lies at a latitude of ten degrees north. □ Few 
animals live in these latitudes. -2. freedom to 
do as one chooses (formal use) □ Students are 
allowed a certain degree of latitude in their sub¬ 

ject choices. 
NOTE: Compare longitude, 

latrine [b'triin] n a toilet in a place where sol¬ 

diers live. 

latter [Taetar] o adj -1. the latter period the pe¬ 
riod nearer the end of a particular period of 
time □ in the latter years of the war. -2. the lat¬ 
ter part the part that happens in the second 
part of a period of time; the part that was 
the second one to be mentioned □ the latter 
half of the year □ / preferred the latter part of the 
movie, o n the latter the second of the two 
people or things that have been mentioned 

□ If I had to choose between a small house or a 
large apartment, I'd choose the latter. 

latter-day adj a word used to describe a per¬ 
son or place that exists now and is like a 
particular person or place that existed in the 
past □ He stood there feeding the birds like a 
latter-day St. Francis. 

Latter-day Saint n = Mormon (formal use). 

latterly ['laetarli[ adv recently (formal use) □ Lat¬ 
terly, things had not been going so well. 

lattice ['laetss] n a flat structure that consists 
of long thin pieces of wood or metal that 
cross over each other diagonally to create 
spaces in the shape of diamonds. 

lattice window « a window with flat pieces 
of glass in the shape of diamonds that are 
held together by long thin pieces of metal. 

Latvia ['laetvia] a country in northeastern 
Europe, on the Baltic Sea. SIZE: 64,000 sq 
kms. population: 2,700,000 {Latvians, Letts). 
capital: Riga, language: Latvian, Russian. 
currency: lat. 

laudable ['bidabl] adj [behavior, intention] that 
deserves to be praised □ / think it's very laud¬ 
able of him to do it for free. 

laugh [US laef, GB la:f] o vi to make a sound 
with one’s voice that shows that one finds 
something funny, and to smile at the same 
time □ He laughed loudly. □ You never laugh at 
my jokes. □ We laughed about it afterward, o n 
-1. an act or sound of laughing □ He gave a 
long laugh. □ She has a loud laugh, m to have the 
last laugh to finally be successful or be 
proved right after other people have criti¬ 
cized or laughed at one earlier. 
-2. something that is fun, or that is done be¬ 
cause it is amusing (informal use) □ / had a 
great laugh last night. □ It was a really good 
laugh, m to do sthg for laughs or a laugh to do 
sthg because it is amusing and enjoyable. 

♦ laugh at vf fus to laugh at sb/sthg [person, 

behavior, suggestion] to treat sb/sthg as fool¬ 

ish. 
♦ laugh off vt sep to laugh sthg off [insult, sug¬ 

gestion] to try and make sthg seem less im¬ 
portant than it is by joking about it □ The 
man was unbelievably rude, but Simon just 

laughed it off. 
laughable [us 'laefabl, GB 'la:f-l adj [attempt, 

situation] that cannot be taken seriously (dis¬ 
approving use) □ It's laughable to think he can do 

the job as well as Ian. 

laughing gas [us 'laefirj-, gb 'la:f-] tt a gas that 
can make people laugh if it is breathed in, 
and that is used to anesthetize patients. 

laughingstock [us 'laefigstDk, gb ‘la:f-J tt to be¬ 
come a laughingstock to start to seem ridicu¬ 
lous and stop being treated seriously □ The 
country has become the laughingstock of the 

Western world. 
laughter [US 'lsftr, GB ‘laifto] n the sound of a 

person or people laughing □ She roared with 
laughter at his joke. □ / could hear the sound of 

laughter. 
launch [b:ntj] o n -1. [of a boat, ship] the act 

of putting a new ship into water for the first 
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time and making it sail. -2. [of a rocket, mis¬ 
sile, satellite] the act of sending a device into 
the air or into space □ a rocket launch. -3. [of 
an attack, campaign] the start of something □ 
When's the company's official launch date? 
-4. business [of a newspaper, car, book] the act 
of putting a new product onto the market □ 
We've been invited to the press launch of her 
autobiography. -5. a large motorboat for carry¬ 
ing passengers for short distances, especially 
on rivers and lakes or in harbors, 
o vt -1. [boat, ship, submarine! to put <sthg> 
into water for the first time and make it sail. 
-2. [rocket, missile, satellite] to send <sthg> 
into the air or into space. -3. [attack, cam¬ 
paign, inquiry] to start <sthg> □ An appeal was 
launched to raise funds. -4. business [newspaper, 
car, book] to put <a new product> onto the 
market □ The marketing department needs to 
know when to launch the book. 

♦ launch into vt fus to launch into sthg [attack, 
task, story] to start sthg suddenly with enthu¬ 
siasm and energy □ She launched into a lecture 
on the importance of manners. 

launching ['bintfii)] n the act of launching 
something. 

launch(ing) pad [‘lo:ntJ(ig)-] n a platform from 
which a rocket, missile, satellite etc is 
launched. 

launder ['b:ndar] vt -1. to wash and iron 
<clothing, linen> etc □ freshly laundered tow¬ 
els. -2. to move <money> into a bank or legal 
business in order to hide the fact that it was 
made illegally □ a money-laundering operation. 

Laundromat™ ['bmdramaet] us, Launder¬ 
ette™ fbrnda'ret] GB n a type of shop where 
there are machines that people put coins in 
to wash and dry their laundry. 

laundry ['bindri] (pi laundries) « -1. clothes, 
sheets etc that are ready to be washed or 
have just been washed □ a pile of fresh laun¬ 
dry. -2. business a business that launders 
clothes, sheets etc for its customers. -3. = 
laundry room. 

laundry basket « a container where dirty 
laundry is kept until washed. 

laundry detergent w us a chemical substance 
in the form of a powder or liquid that is 
used for washing clothes. 

laundry room n a room in a house where 
clothes, sheets etc are washed. 

laureate ['burst] n = poet laureate. 

laurel ['brsl] n a small evergreen tree with 
shiny leaves □ a laurel leaf. 

♦ laurels npl to rest on one's laurels to feel 
satisfied with one’s achievements and there¬ 
fore make no more effort to succeed. 

Lautro [iautrou] (abbr of Life Assurance and 
Unit Trust Regulatory Organization) n a Brit¬ 
ish organization that was set up to control 
the activities of life assurance companies 
and unit trusts. In 1994 it merged with 
Fimbra to become the Personal Investment 
Authority. 

lava plaivs] tt rock in a very hot liquid state 
that comes out of the top of a volcano and 

becomes hard as it cools □ molten/volcanic 
lava. 

lavatory [US 'kevstoiri, GB -stri] (pi lavatories) n 
-1. a toilet. -2. a room or small building that 
contains a lavatory □ a public lavatory. 

lavatory paper «gb = toilet paper. 

lavender ['laevsndsr] o adj [ribbon, dress] that is 
pale purple in color, o « -1. a plant that has 
pale purple flowers that smell very pleasant 
□ a bunch of lavender □ lavender water/oil/soap. 
-2. pale purple. 

lavish f'laevij] o adj -1. [gift, hospitality, person] 
that is very generous □ She's always very lav¬ 
ish with her money/time. -2. [party, decoration, 
suite] that shows a lot of wealth or too 
much wealth □ He used to entertain people on 
a lavish scale, o vt to lavish sthg on sb [atten¬ 
tion, affection, money] to give sthg to sb very 
generously or in large amounts □ She lavished 
gifts on her nieces and nephews. 

lavishly [’laevijli] adv [entertain, pay, decorate] 
see lavish. 

law [lo:] n -1. a system of rules that has been 
decided by a government, that tells people 
what they can or must do and what they 
cannot or must not do, and that states how 
crimes will be punished; a part of this sys¬ 
tem that deals with a particular subject □ It 
looks like the bill will become law next year. □ All 
aliens must register with the police by law. □ 
contract/civil/business/divorce law □ a law-making 
body □ There are strict laws on party financing. ■ 
to break the law to do something that is il¬ 
legal □ Owners who fail to register their dogs are 
breaking the law. ■ to be against the law to be 
illegal □ It's against the law to smoke cannabis. 
■ law and order a situation in which the law 
is respected and obeyed □ Law and order must 
be maintained/restored. -2. a rule in a system 
of laws that deals with a particular kind of 
activity □ immigration laws □ Is there a law 
against smoking in restaurants? -3. (the) law the 
profession that is connected with the legal 
system and how it works □ a law firm. 
-4. education the subject of the legal system 
and how it works that is studied □ / did a de¬ 
gree in law. □ a law degree/student. -5. [of na¬ 
ture] a natural or scientific process that al¬ 
ways has the same result in particular con¬ 
ditions □ a scientific law □ the law of gravity. 
-6. the law the police (informal use). 
-7. phrases to lay down the law to give orders 
and insist that particular things are done in 
the way one wants. ■ the law of the jungle 
the principle that only the strongest survive 
or achieve anything in life and so one 
should only consider one’s own interests. 

law-abiding adj [citizen] who obeys the law □ 
decent, law-abiding members of the public. 

law-breaker « a person who has broken the 
law. 

law court n a place where a person who has 
been accused of a crime has their case 
judged by a jury or a judge. 

law-enforcement adj a law-enforcement agen¬ 
cy/officer etc an agency/a person etc re- 
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sponsible for making sure that the law is 
obeyed. 

lawful ['loifl] adj [marriage, method] that is legal 
(formal use). 

lawfully ['bifli] adv to be lawfully married/ 
killed to be legally married/killed (formal use) 
□ Police officers were found to have acted lawful¬ 
ly in obtaining the evidence. 

lawless ['bibs] adj -1. [act, activity] that is il¬ 
legal and violent □ lawless behavior □ a lawless 
terrorist. -2. [society, town] where laws have 
little influence or control and there is a lot 
of crime. 

Law Lords npl the Law Lords in Britain, mem¬ 
bers of the House of Lords who are lawyers 
and who form the highest court of appeal, 

lawmaker ['loimeik3r] n a person who makes 
laws. 

lawn [bin] n an area of grass that is kept very 
short in a yard, garden, or park, 

lawnmower ['binmous'] « a machine that is 
pushed or driven across a lawn to cut it. 

lawn party n US a party that happens outside 
on a lawn, especially in somebody’s yard, 

lawn tennis n tennis, especially when it is 
played on grass (technical use). 

Lawrence [ioirans], D. H. (1885-1930) a Brit¬ 
ish writer. His works include Sons and Lovers 
and Lady Chatterley's Lover which was 
banned until 1960 because of its descrip¬ 
tions of sex. 

Lawrence, T. E. (1888-1935) a British soldier 
and writer, known as Lawrence of Arabia. 
He fought with the Arabs against Turkey in 
World War I. His best-known work, The 
Seven Pillars of Wisdom, is an account of his 
experiences in the desert, 

law school n a part of a university where law 
is taught. 

Lawson ['bisn], Henry (1867-1922) an Aus¬ 
tralian poet and short-story writer. His 
best-known work, When the Billy Boils, de¬ 
scribes life in the outback, 

lawsuit ['bisuit] n a case in a court of law 
about a problem between two individual 
parties, not between the police and a crimi¬ 
nal □ She brought a lawsuit against her former 
employer. 

lawyer ['bijar] n a person who has studied 
law and who gives people legal advice or 
represents them in court, 

lax [laeks] adj [discipline, security] that is not as 
good and as strict as is required or expected 
□ People here are very lax about safety. 

laxative [iaeksativ] n a medicine, food, or 
drink that helps to stop constipation, 

laxity [iaekssti], laxness [iaeksnas] n: see lax. 

lay [lei] {pt & pp laid) o vt -1. to place <sb/ 
sthg> in a particular position so that it is flat 
□ He laid a hand on the girl's forehead. □ She laid 
her dress over the bed. -2. [trap, mine] to get <a 
device> ready and put it in a place where it 
can do damage. ■ to lay plans to prepare 
plans. ■ to lay the table to arrange the silver¬ 
ware, plates, cloth etc on the table in prepa¬ 

ration for a meal. -3. [bricks, cable, carpet] to 
place <sthg> in its correct position and fix it 
there □ Fifty kilometers of pipeline have been laid 
so far. -4. to produce <an egg> and leave it 
in a place to hatch. -5. to lay the blame on sb 
to blame sb □ You can't lay all the blame for the 
mistake on the secretary. ■ to lay the emphasis 
on sthg to emphasize sthg. 
o adj -1. religion a lay preacher a preacher 
who does not have an official position with¬ 
in their religion □ a lay member of the Church. 
-2. [person] who is not trained in a particular 
subject □ My job is to make medical articles ac¬ 
cessible to a lay audience. 

♦ lay aside vt sep -1. to lay sthg aside [food, 
money] to save sthg so that one can use it 
later □ One fifth of the budget is laid aside for 
grants. -2. to lay sthg aside [book, knitting] to 
put down sthg that one is working on. 
-3. to lay sthg aside [one’s fears, doubts, be¬ 
liefs] to stop feeling or believing in sthg in 
order to make it easier to do something o 
We've learnt to lay aside our differences in the in¬ 
terest of peace. 

♦ lay before vt sep to lay sthg before sb [idea, 
situation, case] to present sthg to sb so they 
can approve or give advice on it □ She laid 
her proposal before the client. 

♦ lay down vt sep -1. to lay sthg down [rules, 
terms, guidelines] to state sthg firmly or offi¬ 
cially □ As laid down in the contract, the buyer 
keeps exclusive rights. -2. to lay sthg down 
[weapon, tool] to put down sthg, usually be¬ 
cause one has finished using it □ Mr Boaz laid 
down his knife and fork. 

♦ lay into vt fus to lay into sb (informal use) to 
start hitting sb violently; to start criticizing 
sb, usually by shouting. 

♦ lay off o vt sep to lay sb off [worker, em¬ 
ployee] to take sb’s job away because one 
can no longer pay them □ We've had to lay off 
a third of our staff/workforce, o vt fus (informal 
use) -1. to lay off sb to stop treating sb in an 
unkind or aggressive way □ Lay off him, he's 
done nothing wrong. -2. to lay off doing sthg to 
stop doing sthg annoying or unpleasant □ 
Lay off kicking that chair! -3. to lay off sthg [al¬ 
cohol, cigarettes] to stop taking, using, or do¬ 
ing sthg that harms one’s health □ You should 
lay off smoking for a while. 

♦ lay on vt sep to lay sthg on [transport, food] 
to provide sthg for a lot of people □ The 
drinks were laid on free by the sponsors. 

♦ lay out vt sep -1. to lay sthg out [clothes, in¬ 
gredients, tools] to arrange sthg in an organ¬ 
ized way on a flat surface □ Mary laid the 
dress out carefully on the bed. -2. to lay sthg 
out [garden, town, office] to design sthg in a 
particular way □ The house was laid out accord¬ 
ing to the owner’s specifications. 

♦ lay over vi US to stop somewhere for a 
short period of time during a trip, usually 

one by plane. 
layaway ['leiswei] « US to put sthg on layaway 

to pay for sthg in installments and collect it 
from the store only when one has paid for it 

in full. 
lay-by (pi lay-bys) n -1. GB a space next to a 
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main road where people can park for a 
short time. -2. AUS = layaway, 

layer f'leiar] n -1. [of cheese, mud, clothing] a 
piece of amount of something that covers a 
surface or is between two other things □ 
Several thin layers of clothing keep you much 
warmer than one thick sweater. □ She spread a 
layer of cream on the cake. -2. [of meaning, bu¬ 

reaucracy] one of many levels in a statement, 
organization etc that are all different in 
meaning or purpose. 

layette [lei'et] ti a complete set of things, e.g. 
clothes, that are needed for a new-born 
baby. 

layman ['leiman] {pi laymen [-man]) n -1. a per¬ 
son who is not trained in a particular sub¬ 
ject □ the layman's guide to psychology. -2. 
religion a person who does not have an offi¬ 
cial position within their religion, 

layoff 1'leiDf] n the act of laying off a worker 
□ The takeover will mean layoffs for the company. 

layout ['leiaut] n [of a building, garden, page] the 
way in which something is designed and ar¬ 
ranged □ I can recall the exact layout of the 
house. 

layover ['leiouva1) s us a short stop during a 
trip. 

Lazarus ['laezaras] in the Bible, a man who 
died and was brought back to life by Jesus 
Christ. 

laze [leiz] vi to spend time doing nothing and 
relaxing □ She's been lazing around all day. 

lazily [‘leizili] adv [sit, yawn, glance] slowly and 
without effort □ They strolled lazily around the 
park in the hot sun. 

laziness ['leizinas] «: see lazy, 

lazy [’leizi] (compar lazier, super! laziest) adj 
-1. [person] who dislikes work or physical 
activity and avoids it (disapproving use). 
-2. [day, afternoon] that is spent relaxing and 
doing very little a We had a wonderfully lazy 
time at home. 

lazybones ['leizibounz] (pi lazybones) ti a lazy 
person (informal use) □ Come on, lazybones! 

lb abbr of pound (used with weights). 

LB abbr of Labrador. 

L/C abbr of letter of credit. 

LCD {abbr of liquid crystal display) « [for a digital 

watch, radio alarm, calculator] numbers, letters 
etc on a small screen that become visible 
when an electric current passes through a 
special liquid. 

Ld abbr of Lord. 

L-driver n abbr of learner driver. 

LDS n -1. {abbr of Licentiate in Dental Surgery) 
a qualification in dentistry, lower than a 
BDS. -2. abbr of Latter-day Saint. 

LEA {abbr of local education authority) n the 
organization responsible for education in a 
particular region of Britain. 

lead1 [li:d] (pt & pp led) o n the lead [in a 

race, match, election] the position that is 
ahead of everybody else □ Coming into the 
final lap, Brown moved into the lead. • to be in 
or have the lead to be in the position that is 

ahead of everybody else □ The latest opinion 
poll results show the Democrats to be in the lead 
by a narrow margin. -2. [over one's rivals, oppo¬ 

nents] the amount of time, distance, or 
points by which one person is ahead of the 
next □ The Spanish cyclist has a lead of thirty 
meters/seconds. □ The Wellcome Trust has a 
good lead over its rivals in the search for a cure 
for the disease. -3. [example] a good example 
that can help to guide other people’s actions 
□ It's up to city hall to give a lead on housing poli¬ 
cy. ■ to take the lead to do something first, 
often setting a good example for other peo¬ 
ple a He took the lead in asking questions. □ It's 
up to us to take the lead in providing child-care fa¬ 
cilities for working parents. -4. the lead [in a play, 

movie] the most important role □ They gave 
the lead to a French actor. -5. [in a case, investi¬ 

gation] information that may be useful in 
solving a crime or making a discovery □ Po¬ 
lice sources announced that several leads were 
being followed up. -6. GB [for a dog] a leash for 
a dog □ a dog lead □ 'Please keep your dog on a 
lead.' -7. electricity a wire that supplies elec¬ 
tricity to a piece of equipment, 

o adj [singer, actor, news story] that is the 
most important □ The lead story in the Times 
tells of the proposed IRA ceasefire, 

o vt -1. [procession, group, crowd] to be at the 
front of <sthg> □ The youngest members led 
the parade. -2. [person, animal] to take or guide 
<sb> to a place, especially by walking in 
front □ Sean led me by the hand. □ / led the dog 
by its collar. -3. [team, investigation] to organize 
or be in charge of <sthg> □ How will he suc¬ 
cessfully lead such a split party? m to lead the 
way to lead people in the direction they 
should go; to be more advanced or more 
successful than other people □ You lead the 
way and I'll follow you. □ They seem to be lead¬ 
ing the way toward a more united Europe. □ The 
Japanese are still leading the way in technology. 
-4. to lead a busy/happy life to have a busy/ 
happy life □ He led a life of debauchery. -5. to 
lead sb to do sthg to cause sb to do sthg □ It 
was his efficiency that led her to promote him. □ 
She led me to believe she was married. 

o vi -1. [path, stairs, pipe] to take one to a 
particular place □ This road leads through the 
quiet part of town. □ That door leads to the kitch¬ 
en. □ This scene will lead nicely into Act Two. 
-2. [team, party, candidate] to be in the lead □ 
He is leading by 240 votes to 189 at this halfway 
stage. 

♦ lead off o vt fus to lead off a room to be 
joined to a room by a door □ The bathroom 
leads off the bedroom, o vi -1. [road, corridor] to 
go away from a place □ The path leads off 
from the main road. -2. [in a discussion, meeting] 
to start. 

♦ lead to vt fus to lead to sthg to result in 
sthg □ These measures are likely to lead to fu¬ 
ture tax cuts. 

♦ lead up to vt fus -1. to lead up to sthg 
[death, disaster] to come before and often 
cause sthg □ The events that led up to the mur¬ 
der have been pieced together by police. -2. to 
lead up to sthg [to a question, subject, request] 
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to guide a conversation or discussion to¬ 
wards sthg □ You've been leading up to that for 
the past hour! 

lead2 [led] n -1. a soft, gray, heavy metal. 
SYMBOL: Pb □ a lead pipe/weight. -2. the long, 
thin, black center of a pencil □ a pencil lead. 

leaded ['ledad] adj -1. [gasoline) that contains 
lead. -2. [window] that is composed of pieces 
of plain or colored glass held in place by 
pieces of lead. 
NOTE: Compare unleaded, 

leaden ['ledn] adj -1. [sky, sea] that is dark- 
gray in color. -2. [step] that is slow and 
heavy because of tiredness; [voice, tone, heart] 

that lacks cheerfulness. -3. [conversation, per¬ 

formance] that is very dull or boring, 

leader ['li:d3r] n -1. [of a team, organization, coun¬ 

try] a person who organizes or is in charge 
of something □ He should be the next leader of 
the Liberal Party. □ She's a natural leader. -2. [in 

a race, competition] the person, animal, or ve¬ 
hicle that is ahead of the others at a particu¬ 
lar moment □ She was up with the leaders go¬ 
ing into the last lap. -3. [in business, research] 

the most successful person in a particular 
activity that other people try to follow o The 
institute is a world leader in cancer research. □ 
ARM is the market leader in cellular phones. 
-4. [in a newspaper] = leading article, 

leadership [Ti:dsrJip] « -1. the leadership the 
people in charge of an organization, group 
of people, or country □ This won't be popular 
with the Republican leadership. -2. the position 
of being a leader □ He resigned from the lead¬ 
ership of the party. -3. the qualities involved 
in being a leader □ They worked well under his 
leadership. □ This calls for efficient leadership. 

lead-free [.led-] adj [gasoline, paint] that con¬ 

tains no lead. 

leading ['lfidig] adj -1. a leading writer/athlete 
a writer/athlete who is very important or 
the most important □ He's one of the leading 
businessmen of his day. -2. a leading part or 
role [in a movie, play] the main part or role; [in 
development, promotion] an important part or 
role □ Our company has played a leading role in 
popularizing job-sharing. -3. [runner, horse, car] 
that is ahead of other competitors at a par¬ 

ticular time. 

leading article « GB an article in a newspaper 
that states the newspaper’s views on a par¬ 

ticular news item. 

leading lady « the actress who plays the 
main female role in a play or movie, 

leading light « a person who leads or has a 
lot of influence in a particular group or 
movement □ She was a leading light in their 

campaign. 
leading man u the actor who plays the main 

male role in a play or movie, 

leading question « a question that forces the 
person being asked to answer in a particular 

way (disapproving use). 

lead pencil [.led-] n a pencil that contains a 
lead and is used for writing or drawing in 
black, rather than in color. 

lead poisoning ['led-] n poisoning caused by 
lead. 

lead time ['li:d-] « the period of time between 
designing a product and producing it; the 
period of time between placing an order and 
receiving the goods. 

leaf [li:f] (pi leaves) tt -1. [of a plant, tree] one of 
the many flat green parts of a plant that 
grow on its stems or branches □ an oak leaf. 
-2. [of a table] a part of a table that can be 
unfolded or added to make the table longer. 
-3. [of a book] a page in a book. 

♦ leaf through vt fus to leaf through sthg 
[book, magazine, report] to turn the pages of 
sthg quickly without really reading it. 

leaflet f'Mbt] o n a piece of paper or a book¬ 
let that contains information or an adver¬ 
tisement and is given free to people, o vt to 
distribute leaflets in <a place or area>. 

leafy ['li:fi] (compar leafier, superl leafiest) adj 
-1. [plant, tree, branch] that has a lot of leaves. 
-2. [lane, suburb] that has a lot of trees, 

league [li:g] n -1. [of people, countries] a group 
that has joined together because of a shared 
aim or interest □ the League of Nations. ■ to 
be in league with sb [with the enemy, a criminal] 

to work with sb, usually in secret, for a dis¬ 
honest purpose □ Martin, 53, is accused of be¬ 
ing in league with the bombers. -2. sport a 
group of players or teams that play games 
against each other □ the football league. 

League of Women Voters n the League of 
Women Voters a US organization that en¬ 
courages women to vote and to be interest¬ 
ed in politics. 

league table n GB a list of sports clubs, 
schools, hospitals etc that shows them in 
order, with the most successful at the top 
and the least successful at the bottom, 

leak [li:k] o « -1. [in a pipe, tank, roof] a small 
hole or crack through which a liquid or gas 
can escape or enter; the substance that es¬ 
capes through this hole o The boat had a leak 
in the bottom. □ a gas leak. -2. [to the press, op¬ 

position] the act of giving secret information 
to somebody, especially to the press □ The 
ministry is investigating the leak, o vt [news, se¬ 

cret, report! to tell the public, press etc <sthg 
that was secret> □ Details were leaked to the 
media last night, o vi [pipe, bucket, boat] to 
have a leak; [gas, liquid] to escape through a 
small hole or crack □ My shoes are leaking. □ 
Where's the water leaking from? 

♦ leak out vi -1. [liquid, gas] to leak from a 
container. -2. [information, news, secret] to be¬ 
come known to the public, press etc. 

leakage [ii:kid3] « an amount of a liquid or 
gas that has leaked from a small hole or 

crack. 
leaky ['lirki] (compar leakier, superl leakiest) adj 

[roof, boat, cup] that has one or more leaks, 

lean [li:n] (pt & pp leaned or leant) o adj 
-1. [person, animal] that is thin but physically 
strong and fit. -2. cooking [meat, bacon] that 
does not contain much fat. -3. [month, winter] 

during which there is not much food or 



leaning 598 

money; [harvest] that produces very few 
crops □ These are lean times for the industry, 
o vt to lean sthg against sthg [against a wall, 
chair, fence] to place sthg so that part of its 
weight is supported by sthg else □ He leaned 
the ladder against the tree, 
o vi -1. to bend the top part of one’s body 
in a particular direction □ He leaned toward 
her/leaned forward to whisper in her ear. □ She 
leaned out of the window. -2. to lean against 
sb/sthg to stand or sit so that the top part 
of one’s body is resting against sb/sthg. ■ to 
lean on sb to depend on sb for help; to use 
threats to make sb do something □ He leans 
on Jerry a lot for support. □ They were leaning on 
me for the money. 

♦ lean back vi [in a chair, against a wall] to 
move the top part of one’s body back, 
usually to make oneself more comfortable. 

leaning ['li:nir)] « a preference for a particular 
belief or behavior □ She has communist lean¬ 
ings. □ He's always had a leaning toward science. 

leant [lent] fast tense <S2 fast farticifle of lean, 

lean-to (pi lean-tos) n a small simple structure 
like a shed that is built against the wall of a 
larger building, especially a house, 

leap [li:p] (pt & ff leapt or leaped) o n -1. [of a 
person, animal] a powerful jump high in the 
air or over a long distance □ With one leap the 
dog was over the fence. -2. [in price, number, de¬ 
mand] a sudden large increase in amount □ 
There has been a tremendous leap in the number 
of applications, o vi -1. [person, animal] to 
make a leap; to move quickly and suddenly 
□ She leapt up as he came in. -2. [inflation, un¬ 
employment] to increase suddenly by a large 
amount □ The price of property has leapt by 
10%. 

♦ leap at vt fus to leap at sthg [at a chance, invi¬ 
tation] to accept <sthg> with enthusiasm □ If 
I were you I’d leap at the opportunity to go 
abroad. 

leapfrog [’liipfrng] (ft & ff leapfrogged, cont 
leapfrogging) On a game played by children 
in which some bend over and others jump 
over them, o vt to advance directly from a 
position below <sb/sthg> to one that is 
higher, o vi -1. to leapfrog over sb/sthg to 
jump over sb/sthg as in a game of leapfrog. 
-2. [prices, sales] to increase by a very large 
amount. 

leapt [lept] fast tense dl fast farticifle of leap, 
leap year n a year that occurs once every 

four years in which February has 29 days, 

learn [l3:rn] (ft & ff learned or learnt) o vt 
-1. [language, sport, trade] to gain the knowl¬ 
edge and ability to use or do <sthg> by 
studying or practicing it □ She's learning (how) 
to dance/drive/use a computer. □ I’m learning 
book-keeping. -2. [alphabet, song, poem] to read 
or hear <sthg> and make oneself remember 
it exactly □ Have you learned your speech yet? 
-3. [news, truth, facts] to find out <sthg>, es¬ 
pecially by accident □ / subsequently learned 
(that) he wouldn't be coming. 

o vi -1. to gain knowledge and ability □ / 
had to learn fast in that job! -2. to learn of or 

about sthg [of a death, accident, promotion] to 
find out about sthg, especially by accident, 
from newspapers, private documents, con¬ 
versations etc □ / was sorry to learn about his 
death. 

learned ['teifiadj adj -1. [person] who has stud¬ 
ied for many years and knows a lot about 
one or more subjects. -2. a learned journal a 
journal that has been written for academics, 
professionals, and advanced students □ a 

learned society. 

learner ['l3:rnsr] n a person who is learning a 
particular subject □ This dictionary is for foreign 
learners of English. □ a quick/slow learner. 

learner (driver) n GB a person who is learning 
to drive and who has not yet passed their 
driving test. 

learning ['l3irnir)] n knowledge gained by 
studying □ the learning process □ a man of great 
learning. 

learning curve n the relationship between 
what is learned and how much time it takes 
to learn □ Initially the learning curve for users of 
the system is steep. 

learnt [b:rnt] fast tense & past participle of 
learn. 

lease [li:s] o n -1. a contract that allows 
somebody to use a car, property etc for a 
particular period of time and for a particular 
amount of money □ We have a five-year lease 
on the house, o The lease runs out next year. 
-2. a new lease on life US, a new lease of life 
GB a new sense of freedom and of the pos¬ 
sibility of happiness and success, o vt [car, 

property] to have a lease for <sthg> □ We are 
leasing the offices from/to them for five years. 

leaseback ['liisbaek] « an agreement in which 
one person sells or gives property to anoth¬ 
er person, but keeps the right to use it in re¬ 
turn for paying rent. 

leasehold ['liishould] o adj [house, apartment] 

that can be used or owned for the length of 
the lease □ a leasehold property, o odv [buy] 

with a lease □ We own the property leasehold. 
NOTE: Compare freehold. 

leaseholder ['lhshoukta1) n a person who uses 
or lives in a building that is leasehold. 
NOTE: Compare freeholder. 

leash [li:J] n a long piece of leather or chain 
that is attached by the owner to a dog’s col¬ 
lar so that it cannot run away □ 'Dogs must 
be kept on a leash.' 

least [li:st] o det the least money/time the 
smallest amount of money/time □ / chose the 
dish that had the least meat in it. 

o pron -1. the least the smallest amount □ 
The least it's going to cost us is $5,000. □ You've 
given me the least! -2. used to indicate a 
minimum amount. ■ that's the least of my 
worries I have far more important things to 
worry about □ Paying a fine is the least of my 
worries right now! • it's the least I can do.a 
phrase used to reply to somebody who has 
thanked one □ "I'm very grateful to you." _ 
"Not at all, it was the least I could do." □ The 
very least he could do is to say he’s sorry. • not 
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in the least, not the least bit not at all (used 
to say “no” or “not” in an emphatic way) □ 
"Were you disappointed?" — "Not in the least." 
□ She wasn't the least bit frightened. ■ to say 
the least a phrase used to suggest that the 
speaker feels something is much worse than 
they have said □ The situation is worrying, to 
say the least. 
o adv -1. it's the least expensive car it’s the 
car that costs the smallest amount compared 
to all the others. ■ he's the least experi¬ 
enced/qualified he has less experience/fewer 
qualifications than the others □ / knew he'd 
go for the least interesting option. -2. when I 
least expected it when I expected it less than 
at any other time □ Then when I least expected 
it, someone knocked on the door. ■ he helped 
me the least he gave me the smallest 
amount of help. 

♦ at least adv -1. it will take us at least an 
hour it will not take less than an hour, and 
it will probably take longer □ It weighed at 
least a ton. □ I've seen it at least twice already. 
-2. you could at least have called me! I am 
annoyed because you did not call me, and 
in fact you should have done even more □ 
They might at least have let me know what time 
they were arriving. □ You could at least try to look 
interested! -3. it's cold, but at least it's not 
raining it is a pity the weather is cold, but 
we are fortunate because it is not raining □ 
The meal was terrible, but at least it didn't cost 
us anything. -4. used to correct what one has 
just said □ / paid it last week; at least I think I 
did! □ He's arriving next week, or at least that's 
what he said. 

♦ least of all adv especially (used after nega¬ 
tive sentences) □ / didn't want to speak to any¬ 
one, least of all him. 

♦ not least adv used in formal writing to 
introduce an important example of some¬ 
thing □ His novels have been reviewed in many 
newspapers, not least the New York Times. 

leather [iedar] n animal skin, especially from 
cattle, pigs, or sheep, that is treated and 
used for making clothing, furniture etc □ a 
leather bag □ leather trousers/shoes. 

♦ leathers npl clothing the leather clothing 
worn by motorcycle riders. 

leatherette [,leda'ret] « a cheap material that 
looks like leather □ a leatherette wallet. 

leave [li:v] (pt 8t pp left) o vt -1. to leave a 
person/place to go away from a person/ 
place □ What time do you normally leave the of¬ 
fice? o She left Sydney for good in 1962. □ Singh 
left the team in 1993 to join Inter. -2. to leave 
sb/sthg in a particular state or place to allow 
sb/sthg to remain in a particular state or 
place after one has gone away □ / left her sit¬ 
ting in the car while I went to make a phone call. 
□ Leave the television on. □ The meeting left 
them feeling unhappy with the way things were 
going. □ You can always leave a message on my 
answering machine. ■ it leaves me cold it does 
not interest me or attract me (informal use) □ 
People rave about his sculpture, but personally it 
leaves me cold. -3. to leave sthg in a particular 
place to go away from a particular place and 

forget to take sthg with one □ / left my um¬ 
brella on the bus. -4. to leave school/home to 
go away from school/home and not return □ 
What will you do once you leave college? □ / left 
home when I was fifteen. -5. to leave one's 
husband/wife to end one’s relationship with 
one's husband/wife and no longer live with 
them □ She left him and took the children with 
her. -6. [one's food] not to use or take up all 
of <sthg> □ You can leave some of your dessert 
if you're not hungry. ■ to leave room/a space/a 
gap to deliberately make room/a space/a 
gap □ Leave enough space between the lines to 
make corrections. -7. to leave sthg to or with 
sb to give responsibility to sb for sthg □ He 
left it to her to decide. □ I'll leave the children 
with my parents. -8. [subject, topic! to stop dis¬ 
cussing <sthg> □ Let's leave this now and we 
can come back to it later. □ Leave it with me and 
I'll get in touch with them. -9. [property, money] 

to give <sthg> to somebody in one’s will □ 
She left the house to her niece, 
o vi -1. [person] to go away from a place □ 
I'm leaving early today. □ / saw him just as he 
was leaving. -2. [plane, boat, passenger] to set 
out from home on a trip □ My flight leaves in 
an hour. □ We leave for Australia in two months. 
-3. [worker, employee] to stop working in a 
particular place □ Jane's left to have a baby. 
-4. [husband, wife] to end a relationship with 
one's husband, wife etc □ I'm leaving for good 
this time! 
on a period of time one is allowed to 
spend away from work, especially in the 
army, navy, police etc □ All leave has been 
canceled. □ I've got a week's leave. ■ to be on 
leave to be away from work or on vacation. 

♦ leave behind vt sep -1. to leave sb/sthg be¬ 
hind to go away from sb/sthg □ When he 
went to work in Saudi Arabia he had to leave his 
family behind. -2. to leave sthg behind to for¬ 
get to take or bring sthg □ Damn, I've left my 
keys behind at the office. 

♦ leave off o vt fus -1. to leave off doing sthg 
to stop doing sthg □ Why don't you leave off 
criticizing me for a change? -2. to leave sb/sthg 
off a list not to include sb/sthg in a list □ 
They'd left my name off the list of candidates. 
o vi to stop doing something □ Well just car¬ 
ry on reading from where we left off. 

♦ leave out vt sep to leave sb/sthg out [fact, in¬ 

formation, person] to deliberately not include 
sb/sthg □ We left out the part about his child¬ 
hood because we were short of space. □ I always 
feel left out when they start talking about golf. 

leave of absence n permission to be away 
from work for a period of time and for a 
particular reason □ He's been given or granted 

leave of absence. 

leaves [li:vz] plural of leaf. 

Lebanese [.leba'nirz] (pi Lebanese) n & ad]: see 

Lebanon. 

Lebanon [iebanan] a country in the Middle 
East, on the Mediterranean, north of Israel. 
Its economy was badly damaged by civil 
wars in the 1970s and 1980s. size: 10,400 sq 
kms. population: 3,600,000 (Lebanese), capi- 
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tal: Beirut, language: Arabic, currency: 

Lebanese pound. 

lecherous ['letjaras] adj [man] who shows by 
his behavior toward women that he is only 
interested in them sexually (disapproving use) 
□ lecherous behavior. 

lechery ['letfari] « lecherous behavior (disap¬ 
proving use). 

Le Corbusier [us la,ko:rbu:z'jei, GB lako:'bu:ziei] 
(1887-1965) a French architect and city 
planner, bom in Switzerland. He pioneered 
the use of concrete, and based his designs 
on human proportions. 

lectern ['lektarn] n a small, often high, sloping 
table on which a book or papers can be 
placed when one is reading or speaking in 
front of an audience or congregation, 

lecture ['lektJV] o n -l. [at a university, confer¬ 

ence] a long talk on a particular subject, es¬ 
pecially used as a method of teaching in col¬ 
leges and universities c a history lecture □ a 
lecture on business management. ■ to give a 
lecture to stand in front of a group of people 
and talk to them about a particular subject. 
-2. [to a child, pupil] an act of criticizing given 
to somebody about something they have 
done, especially when this involves an an¬ 
noying long speech o We were given a long 
lecture on how to behave. 
o vt [child, pupil] to give <sb> a lecture o I'm 
not going to lecture you on what happened, 
o vi [at university, college] to teach; [at a confer¬ 

ence] to give a talk □ He lectures on/in physics. 

lecture hall n a large room where lectures are 
held, e.g. at a university, 

lecturer ['lekt/oro'] n -1. a person who gives 
lectures at conferences, societies etc □ a 
guest lecturer on French wines. -2. GB educa¬ 
tion a person who teaches at a college, uni¬ 
versity etc □ a lecturer in Economic History. 

lecture theater n gb = lecture hall 

led [led] past tense <£? past participle of lead. 

LED n abbr of light-emitting diode, 

ledge [led3] n -1. a narrow shelf, especially 
one that is found at the bottom of a win¬ 
dow □ a window ledge. -2. a flat narrow piece 
of rock on the side of a mountain or cliff □ a 
mountain ledge. 

ledger [ied3ar] « a book in which the 
amounts of money spent and received by a 
company or bank are noted down □ a bank 
ledger o a sales ledger. 

lee [li:] n in the lee of sthg [of a rock, wall] shel¬ 
tered by sthg, especially from strong winds 
or bad weather. 

Lee [li:], Robert E. (1807—1870) a US general. 
He commanded the Confederate States army 
in the American Civil War. 

leech [li:tj] n -1. a small creature that looks 
like a worm, lives in wet areas, and attaches 
itself to animals in order to feed off their 
blood. -2. a person who uses another per¬ 
son, especially in order to get money (disap¬ 
proving use). 

leek [li:k] n a vegetable with a long white 
stem and long, thick, green leaves that be¬ 

longs to the onion family. It is the national 
symbol of Wales. 

leer [liar] o n an unpleasant or threatening 
smile or look, often showing sexual interest 
in somebody, o vi to look at somebody 
with a leer □ They leered at her menacingly. 

leeway ['li:wei] n -1. the freedom one has to 
make changes to a plan □ There's no leeway in 
this schedule at all. □ A quarter of an hour should 
be enough leeway. -2. to make up leeway to 
work hard to reach the level or stage of 
work that one should have reached already, 

left [left] o past tense <S2 past participle of leave, 
o adj -1. that remains after everything else 
has gone or been used □ Do you have any 
money left? □ We only have two matches left. □ 
There's no milk left. □ Unfortunately this is all that 
is left of his fortune. -2. [foot, side] that relates 
to the side of the body in which the heart is 
found □ the Left Bank of the Rhine □ My left eye 
is stronger than my right. 

o adv [turn] toward the left side □ Look left 
and right before crossing the road. □ 'Keep left', 
o n on/to the left on/toward the left side of 
something □ In Britain they drive on the left. □ 
The house is on the left after the video store. □ 
On your left you can see another of Wren's 
churches. ■ on or to the left of sthg that is on 
the left side of sthg □ It's on the left of the 
post office. 

♦ Left n the Left politics people, especially po¬ 
litical parties, who believe that money and 
power should be shared more fairly in soci¬ 
ety. 

left-hand adj [lane, page] that is on the left 
side of something. ■ the left-hand side the 
side that is on the left of something or 
somebody □ If you're facing the church, the 
school is on the left-hand side. □ He wrote the 
correction on the left-hand side of the page. 

left-hand drive GB o adj [car, truck] that has 
the steering wheel on the left-hand side. 
On a left-hand drive vehicle. 

left-handed [-'hasndad] o adj -1. [person] who 
naturally uses their left hand rather than 
their right one to do most things. -2. 
[scissors, pen] that has been made for a left- 
handed user. -3. a left-handed compliment US 
a compliment that could easily be under¬ 
stood as an insult, o adv [play, write, bowl] 
using one’s left hand. 

left-hander [-'handar] n a person who natural¬ 
ly uses their left hand to do most things. 

Leftist [ieftast] o adj politics [idea, tendency] 

supporting all or some Socialist beliefs, o n 
a Socialist. 

left luggage (office) « gb a place in a train or 
bus station where people can pay to leave 
their luggage safely for a limited period of 
time. 

leftover ['leftouvar] adj [fabric, food, money] that 
remains after what is needed has been used 
or taken. 

♦ leftovers npl food that remains after a 
meal. 

left wing n the left wing the members of a 
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political group whose ideas are closer to So¬ 
cialism than those of the other members. 

♦ left-wing adj (person, partyl that supports all 
or some Socialist beliefs □ He's very left-wing. 
□ a left-wing activist/newspaper. 
NOTE: Compare right wing, 

left-winger « a person who is left-wing, 

lefty ['lefti] (pi lefties) n US a person who is 
left-handed, especially a sportsperson. 

leg [leg] n -1. [of a person, animal, insect] one of 
the long parts of the body, used for walk¬ 
ing, standing etc, that join the foot to the 
body a The bird had broken its leg. ■ to be on 
one's last legs [machine, organization] to be 
near the point of collapse or failure; [person] 

to be close to dying, or very tired. ■ you 
don't have a leg to stand on you don’t have a 
strong argument to justify what you have 
done or want to do. ■ to pull sb's leg to 
tease sb in a friendly way by trying to make 
them believe something that is not true □ 
Don’t listen to him, he's only pulling your leg! 
-2. clothing one of the two parts of a pair 
of trousers that cover one’s legs □ a trouser 
leg. -3. cooking [of chicken, pork] the part of 
an animal’s leg used as food □ a chicken leg 
or a leg of chicken. -4. [of a table, chair] one of 
the thin vertical parts of a piece of furniture 
that touch the floor and on which it stands 
□ a chair/table leg. -5. [of a trip, tournament, tour] 

one particular part of something □ The final 
leg of the visit was to Scotland. 

legacy [’legasi] (pi legacies) n -1. a gift of 
money or property that one receives after 
somebody’s death. -2. something that is 
caused and left behind by somebody or 
something that no longer exists □ Such atti¬ 
tudes are a legacy of our colonial past. 

legal ['lkgl] adj -1. [system, profession, proceed¬ 

ings] that is connected with the law □ 1/1/eVe 

decided to seek legal advice. -2. [requirement, 

obligation] that is allowed or made necessary 
by law □ It Is perfectly legal for EU citizens to 
work in this country. □ / am the legal owner of 

this car. 
legal action n the use of the law, with the 

services of a lawyer, to defend one’s rights □ 
They're threatening legal action. ■ to take legal 
action against sb to prosecute sb. 

legal aid n money given by the government 
to people who cannot afford to pay for the 

services of a lawyer. 
legal holiday « US a day of the year in a par¬ 

ticular country when most people do not 

work. 
legality [li: 'gaelst i] n [of situation, decision] the 

state of being allowed by law □ / sometimes 
worry about the legality of the whole operation. 

legalize, -ise ['liigslaiz] vt [drugs, abortion] to 
make legal <sthg that was previously il¬ 

legal;*. 
legally ['liigali] adv [separated, adopted] in a 

way that has been made official by law □ He 
was held legally responsible for the accident, ■ le¬ 
gally binding [contract, agreement] that is offi¬ 
cial and must be obeyed when it has been 
signed □ Are you sure this is legally binding? 

legal tender n any money that is part of the 
official currency in a particular country, 

legation [li'geijn] n a group of people who 
work for and represent their government in 
another country; the building where these 
people work. 

legend [’led33nd] n -1. an old story about 
magical or mysterious events, often involv¬ 
ing a particularly brave person; these stories 
considered as a whole □ the legend of the Holy 
Grail □ According to legend, a giant once lived 
here. -2. a person who has become very 
well-known, usually over a period of time 
and because of a particular talent □ a legend 
in the world of rock music □ She's a living legend. 

legendary [us 'led33nden, gb -andsri] adj -1. 

[king, monster] that appears in a legend. 
-2. [musician, place] that is very famous and 
often talked about, especially because of a 
particular quality □ the legendary blues guitar¬ 
ist, B. B. King. 

leggings f'legirjz] npl a pair of trousers made 
of stretchy material that fit very closely to 
the body and are usually worn by women, 

leggy ['legi] (cotnpar leggier, superl leggiest) adj 
-1. [person] who is tall and has very long 
legs □ a leggy blonde. -2. [plant, bush] that has 
long weak stems. 

legible ['led33bl] adj [handwriting, print] that is 
clear and easy to read, 

legibly ['led33bli] adv [write] see legible, 

legion ['li:d39n] On-1. miluary a large group 
of soldiers who train and fight together □ 
the Foreign Legion. -2. [of supporters, visitors] a 
very large group of people, o adj to be le¬ 
gion to be very numerous (formal use), 

legionnaire's disease [,li:d39‘ne9rz-] n a seri¬ 
ous infectious disease of the lungs that can 
cause death. 

legislate ['led3ssleit] vi [government, parliament, 

senate] to make new laws to control a par¬ 
ticular activity □ They are about to legislate 
against strike action. 

legislation [,led39s'leijn] n a law or group of 
laws made by the government; the act of 
making these laws □ They've introduced new 
legislation banning smoking on buses. □ a piece 
of legislation □ The problem of rising crime cannot 
be solved simply by legislation. 

legislative ['Ied39sl9tiv] adj [body, process, pow¬ 

er] that is concerned with making laws. 

Legislative Assembly n in Australia, the 
upper house of most state parliaments. 

Legislative Council « in Australia, the lower 
house of most state parliaments, 

legislator ['Ied39sleit9r] « a person who is in¬ 

volved in making laws, 

legislature ['Ied39sleitj9r] tt a group of people 
in a country who have the power to make 

laws. 
legitimacy [Ii'd3it9m9si] n [of a government, 

complaint, child] see legitimate, 

legitimate [Ii'd3it9m9t] adj -1. [action, govern¬ 

ment, business] that is allowed by the law □ 
You must have a legitimate reason for being in 
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the building after 6 pm. -2. [complaint, argument, 

question] that is reasonable and follows ac¬ 
cepted rules, facts etc □ / think that's a perfect¬ 
ly legitimate point to make. -3. [child] who is 
bom to parents who are legally married to 
each other. 

legitimately [fi'dsitamatli] adv [act, complain] 

see legitimate □ It could legitimately be argued 
that the tests are unnecessary. 

legitimize, -ise [li'd3itamaiz] vt -1. [action, be¬ 

havior, process] to make <sthg> legitimate. 
-2. [child] to make <sb> legitimate, especially 
by the marriage of the parents, 

legroom ['legruim] n the space available for 
one’s legs when one is sitting in a vehicle, 
theater etc. 

leg-warmers [-wo:rmarz] npl pieces of woolen 
clothing that are worn on the lower part of 
one’s legs and are thick and warm, 

legwork ['legw3:rk] n to do the legwork to do 
all the hard, boring, or time-consuming 
work involved in preparing something. 

Leibnitz [ laibmts], Gottfried Wilhelm (1646- 
1716) a German philosopher and mathema¬ 
tician. 

Leicestershire [llestarJ'3r] a county in central 
England, size: 2,553 sq kms. population: 

879,400. administrative center: Leicester. 

Leicester Square [,Iestar-] a square in central 
London with many large movie theaters. 

Leics abbr of Leicestershire, 

leisure [us ‘li:3r, GB 'less] n time that is spent 
relaxing and doing what one enjoys when 
one is not working □ a leisure activity/facility. • 
at (one's) leisure without hurrying and at a 
convenient time □ / don't need it back yet, read 
it at your leisure. 

leisure centre n GB a building with many 
sports and social facilities for the public, 

leisurely [us 'li:3rli, GB 'le3ali] o adj [pace, stroll, 

movement] that is relaxed and not hurried □ 
We had a leisurely chat/drink, o adv [stroll, walk] 

They drove leisurely along the coast. 

leisure time n time when one is not working 
or studying and is free to enjoy oneself □ 
What do you do in your leisure time? 

lemming ['lemig] n -1. a northern and Arctic 
animal that looks like a mouse with a short 
tail. Lemmings are believed to rush into the 
sea in large numbers and drown during mi¬ 
gration. -2. a person who does whatever an¬ 
other person says or does, especially when 
this results in something bad or harmful, 

lemon ['leman] n -1. an oval fruit grown in 
warm countries, with a thick bright-yellow 
skin and sour juicy flesh □ a slice of lemon □ 
lemon cheesecake/sorbet. -2. a sweet drink 
that tastes of lemon. 

lemonade [.lema'neid] n -1. a drink made from 
fresh lemon juice, sugar, and water. -2. GB a 
sweet fizzy drink that tastes of lemon, 

lemon curd [-’k3ird] n GB a thick sweet mix¬ 
ture of lemon juice, eggs, and butter that is 
cooked and, when cold, spread on bread, 

lemon juice n the juice from a lemon. 

lemon sole n a flat fish that fives in the sea 
and can be eaten. 

lemon squeezer [-skwi:zar] n a device used 
for squeezing lemons in order to get juice 
from them. 

lemon tea n a drink of tea to which lemon 
juice and not milk has been added, 

lend [lend] {ft St lent) vt -1. [money, book, 

car] to let somebody use or have <sthg that 
belongs to one> for a period of time □ Can 
you lend me $5? □ The library also lends cas¬ 
settes to its members. -2. [support, advice, assis¬ 

tance] to give <sthg> to somebody because 
they need it. ■ to lend sb a hand to help sb 
do something, usually when it involves 
physical effort □ Could you lend me a hand with 
this suitcase, please? -3. to lend sthg to sthg 
[quality, force, color] to add sthg to sthg □ The 
music lent a strange melancholy to the scene. 
-4. phrase it doesn't lend itself to that it is not 
suitable for that purpose □ The book doesn't 
lend itself easily to adaptation for TV. 

lender fiends'] n a person or organization that 
lends money. 

lending library ['lendit)-] n a public library 
that lends books, records, cassettes etc. 

lending rate n the interest that one has to 
pay if one borrows money from a bank, 
savings and loan association etc □ The current 
lending rate is 10%. 

length [lerjG] n -1. [of a room, somebody's hair, a 

rope] the measurement of something from 
one end to the other, or along its longest 
side □ "What length is it?" — “6 foot." □ The 
trousers come in three different lengths. • in 
length a phrase used after measurements to 
show how long something is □ The car is 3 
meters in length. -2. the length of sthg the 
whole distance from one end or side of sthg 
to the other □ He walked the length of the 
town/street/room. ■ the length and breadth of a 
place across the whole area of a place □ My 
parents traveled the length and breadth of Italy. 
-3. sport the distance from one end of a 
swimming pool to the other □ She swims 30 
lengths a day. -4. a length of sthg [of string, 

wood, cloth] a long thin piece of sthg □ Can 
you cut me four lengths of tape? -5. [of a period, 

stay] the amount of time that an event, ac¬ 
tivity, or situation continues for □ It took 
them an extraordinary length of time to answer 
the question. □ The length of her visits increased 
as the weeks went by. -6. [of a letter, program, 

movie] the number of words in something or 
the amount of information, images etc it 
contains □ It s the sheer length of his books that 
I find so off-putting. -7. to go to great lengths 
to do sthg to try very hard to do sthg, often 
using a number of methods □ I'd go to any 
lengths to prove his innocence. 

♦ at length adv -1. [speak, discuss] in detail; 
for a long time □ They spoke at great length 
about the economic crisis. -2. eventually □ We 
fell silent. At length, she spoke. 

lengthen [‘legGsn] o vt [life, skirt, platform] to 
make <sthg> longer □ I'll have to get these 
trousers lengthened, o vi [day, shadow, night] to 
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become longer □ The intervals between visits 
seemed to lengthen. 

lengthways ['lerjBweiz], lengthwise [leoG- 
waiz] adv [cut, slice, fold] in a direction along 
the length of something □ Lie the slats length¬ 
ways across the frame. 

lengthy ['legGi] {comfar lengthier, suferl length¬ 
iest) adj -1. [visit, delay, process] that lasts a 
long time. -2. [discussion, document] that is 
very long, detailed, and often boring □ He 
went into lengthy justifications for his behavior. 

leniency ['liinjsnsi] n: see lenient □ You will not 
be treated with such leniency if you offend again. 

lenient [’lknjsnt] adj [person] who is not as se¬ 
vere as one expected, especially when giving 
a punishment; [punishment, law, sentence] that 
is not as severe as one expected □ She be¬ 
lieves judges are too lenient with sex offenders. 

Lenin ['lemn], Vladimir Ilyich (1870-1924) a 
Russian revolutionary leader, who was the 
first head of state of the Soviet Union, from 
1918 to 1924. 

lens [lenz] ti -1. [in glasses, a camera, micro¬ 

scope] a small piece of curved glass or plastic 
that makes an object look bigger, clearer etc 
when one looks through it □ a camera lens □ 
thick/coated/tinted lenses. -2. = contact lens. 
-3. the curved clear part of the eye, behind 
the pupil, that directs light onto the retina, 

lent [lent] fast tense 62 fast farticifle of lend. 

Lent n the period of 40 days before Easter 
during which some Christians give up some¬ 
thing they enjoy, e.g. eating particular types 

of food. 

lentil [ientl] n a small, round, brown or green 
seed that is dried, splits easily into two 
halves, and is eaten after it has been cooked 

□ lentil soup. 
Leo [ii:ou] « a sign of the zodiac, represented 

by a lion; a person bom under this sign be¬ 
tween July 23 and August 22. 

Leonardo da Vinci [li:a,na:rdoud3'vintJ'i] 
(1452-1519) an Italian artist, architect, and 
scientist. He is considered one of the great¬ 
est artists of the Renaissance. His best- 
known painting is the Mona Lisa. 

leopard [’lepard] n a large wild cat that has 
yellow fur with black spots and lives in Af¬ 
rica and southern Asia, 

leopardess ['lep3rdes] n a female leopard, 

leotard ['li:sta:rd] n a piece of clothing, espe¬ 
cially for women, that fits tightly over all 
the main part of the body except for the 
legs and is used for dancing and exercising, 

leper ['lep3r] n a person who has leprosy □ a 

leper colony. 
leprechaun ['leprakoin] n a creature in Irish 

legends that looks like a little old man and 

is dressed in green. 

leprosy ['leprasi] « an infectious disease in 
which the nerves, muscles, and bones are 
gradually destroyed, and the skin becomes 

damaged. 

lesbian ['lezbian] on a woman who is sexual¬ 
ly attracted to other women and not to 

men. o adj [woman, relationship, publication] 
gay and lesbian rights. 

lesbianism ['lezbianizm] n: see lesbian □ Lesbi¬ 
anism has become more widely accepted in re¬ 
cent years. 

lesion [’li^n] n a wound or injury (medical 
use). 

Lesotho [la'suitu:] a mountainous country in 
southern Africa that is entirely surrounded 
by South Africa, size: 30,355 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 1,800,000 {Basotho, Lesothans). capital: 

Materu. language: Sesotho, English, curren¬ 

cy: loti. 

less [les] {comfar of little, a little) o det -1. 
less money/time not as much money/time □ 
It contains less sugar than other kinds of fruit 
juice. -2. less people/cars not as many 
people/cars (informal use) □ / need less hours of 
sleep than before. 
o fron a smaller amount □ I'm earning far less 
now. □ You can buy one for $20 or less. □ This 
plan presents much less of a risk. □ / see a lot 
less of him these days. 
o adv less expensive/difficult not as expen¬ 
sive/difficult as before; not as expensive/dif- 
ficult as something else □ She's less over¬ 
worked than she was in her old job. □ V\/e need 
to spend less and save more. □ / see them less 
often these days. 
o fref minus □ The pay is $30,000 a year, less 

tax. 
♦ less and less o det less and less money an 

amount of money which is always becom¬ 
ing smaller □ /4s the war went on, there was 
less and less food available, o fron: We seem to 
have less and less in common, o adv: Through¬ 
out the summer his visits became less and less 

frequent. 
♦ less than o fref not as much as a particu¬ 

lar number or amount □ He weighed less than 
six pounds when he was born. □ It's less than a 
mile from here, o adv less than ideal/satisfied 
not at all ideal/satisfied □ I'm less than happy 
with the existing arrangements. 

lessee [le'si:] n a person who pays money for 
the lease of a building or land to the owner 
of the building or land (formal use), 

lessen ['lesn] o vt [risk, pain, effect] to make 
<sthg> smaller in degree or amount □ His ha¬ 
bitual rudeness lessened his chances of success, 
o vi [emotion, pain, amount] Over the years her 
resentment toward him lessened. 

lesser ['lesar] adj that is smaller in degree, 
value, or importance □ A lesser man would 
have given up long ago. □ the lesser of two evils, 
m to a lesser extent or degree a phrase used 
to show that one thing is less affected by 
something than another thing is □ Computeri¬ 
zation of the office has changed my daily routine 
and, to a lesser extent, my workload. 

lesson ['lesn] n -1. a period of time during 
which one is taught a particular subject □ a 
French/driving/piano lesson □ / have a lesson in 
art history tomorrow. * to give lessons to teach 
somebody something in regular, especially 
private, lessons. ■ to have or take lessons to 
be given lessons, especially private ones. 
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-2. [from an accident, defeat, failure] an experi¬ 
ence that teaches somebody why something 
is wrong, dangerous etc □ Let that be a lesson 
to you. □ It seems he still hasn't learned his les¬ 
son. ■ to teach sb a lesson to punish sb for 
something in order to prevent them from 
doing it again □ I'm going to teach you a lesson 
you won't forget! 

lessor [le'so:r] n a person to whom money is 
paid for the lease of a building or land that 
they own by the person using it (formal use). 

lest [lest] conj in case (formal use) □ The people 
involved were sworn to secrecy lest news of the 
disaster should get out. 

let [let] {ft & pp let, cont letting) o aux vb 
-1. let’s or let us do sthg a phrase used to 
make suggestions which include the speaker 
□ Let's have a party! □ "Do you want to go out 
tonight?" — "Oh yes, let's." □ Let's not invite 
them! □ Let us look at the various options open 
to us. -2. let me do sthg used in polite offers 
of help, requests etc □ Let me carry those bags 
for you. □ Let me end by thanking our hosts, u 
let me see, let’s see, let me think used when 
hesitating while trying to remember some¬ 
thing or work something out □ Now, let's 
see, where was I? 

o vt -1. to let sb do sthg to allow sb to do 
sthg □ Don't let him boss you around! □ Why not 
let John have a look at your car? • to let sb 
through/past etc to allow sb to go through/ 
past etc □ We arrived at the airport late, but they 
let us on the plane. -2. to let sthg happen to al¬ 
low sthg to happen and not do anything to 
stop it □ Try not to let it upset you too much. 
-3. to let go of sb/sthg to stop holding sb/ 
sthg □ Let go of me/my arm! -4. to let sb go to 
allow sb to leave or escape □ The police let 
him go after questioning. -5. to let sb go [em¬ 

ployee] to fire sb (polite use) □ We’ve had to let 
her go. -6. to let sb know sthg [news, informa¬ 

tion] to tell sb sthg □ Just let us know what 
time you’ll be arriving. -7. [house, room] to rent 
<a place> to somebody □ We let our cottage 
to friends in the summer. □ ’For let’ US, 'To let' 
GB this building is available for renting. 

♦ let alone prep we're not even engaged, let 
alone married we are not married, which is 
not surprising because we are not even en¬ 
gaged □ / can't afford a dishwasher, let alone a 
car! 

♦ let down vt sep -1. to let sb down to disap¬ 
point sb by not doing something that one 
should have done □ / feel that I've let the com¬ 
pany down badly. -2. to let a piece of clothing 
down [dress, sleeves] to make a piece of 
clothing longer □ I'll have to let the hem down 
on your skirt. 

♦ let in vt sep to let sb/sthg in to allow sb/ 
sthg to come into a place, usually a house □ 
Open the door and let me ini 

♦ let in for vf sep to let oneself in for sthg to 
become involved in sthg unpleasant □ / didn't 
know what I was letting myself in for, marrying a 
man like him. 

♦ let in on vt sep to let sb in on sthg to tell sb 
about sthg that is a secret from most people 

□ They were all laughing, but they wouldn't let 
me in on the joke. 

♦ let off vt sep -1. to let sb off sthg [off a duty, 
task] to allow sb not to do sthg that they 
were supposed to do □ Mr Rimmer let me off 
gym because I had a bad ankle. -2. to let sb off 
[criminal, schoolchild] not to punish sb, or to 
punish them less than was expected □ He 
was found guilty but was let off with a warning. 
-3. to let sthg off [bomb, firework] to make 
sthg explode. 

♦ let on vi to tell somebody something that 
is supposed to be a secret □ Whatever you do, 
don't let on about the party. 

♦ let out vt sep -1. to let sb/sthg out [prisoner, 
pet] to allow sb/sthg to leave a place □ Have 
you let the cat out? -2. to let water/air etc out 
to allow water/air etc to leave something □ 
Somebody let the air out of my bicycle tires. -3. 
to let out a groan/cry etc to groan/cry etc 
loudly and suddenly □ The dog let out a yelp. 
-4. to let a dress/skirt etc out to make a 
dress/skirt etc wider. 

♦ let up vi [heat, rain] to become less strong or 
stop a There's no sign of the bad weather letting 
up. 

letdown ['letdaun] n something that is not as 
good as one had expected (informal use) □ 
The concert was a real letdown. 

lethal ['li:01] adj [weapon, substance] that is very 
dangerous because it can kill somebody or 
something □ a lethal dose of heroin □ The re¬ 
cent legislation has dealt a lethal blow to small in¬ 
vestors. 

lethargic [b'0a:rd3ik] adj [person] who has no 
energy and does not want to do anything □ 
The next day I got out of bed but I still felt weak 
and lethargic. 

lethargy ['Ie0ad3i] « a lethargic feeling □ / 
couldn't believe the atmosphere of lethargy there 
was in that office. 

Letraset™ ['letraset] n sheets of special paper 
with printed letters and symbols that can be 
transferred onto paper by rubbing them, 

let's [lets] = let us. 

letter [ letar] n -1. a message from one person 
or company to another that is written or 
printed, and is usually sent by mail in an 
envelope □ He wrote them a letter of complaint. 
□ We'll confirm the order by letter. -2. any one 
of the written symbols that are used to 
write words and that represent different 
sounds □ “Christmas"1 starts with the letter "c". 

♦ letters npl literature (formal use) □ a man of 
letters. 

♦ to the letter adv exactly □ / followed all his 
instructions to the letter. 

letter bomb n a small bomb inside an en¬ 
velope or package that is sent to somebody 
by mail and is designed to explode when it 
is opened. 

letterbox ['letarbDks] « gb -1. a rectangular 
hole in a front door or in the wall of a 
building which mail is delivered through; a 
box^ with a rectangular hole where a per¬ 
son s mail is placed so that they can collect 
it. -2. a large container in a street, post of- 
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fice etc that has a rectangular hole near the 
top and which mail is placed into so that it 
will be delivered by the postal system, 

letterhead ['letahed] n the name and address 
of a person or company when it is printed 
at the top of their writing paper, invoices 
etc. 

lettering ['letarig] « letters in a word, phrase 
etc that are printed or written in a particular 
style □ The company name was in gold lettering. 

letter of credit « an official letter from a 
bank that gives a particular person permis¬ 
sion to withdraw money from another 
bank. 

letter opener « an object similar to a knife 
that is used for opening envelopes, 

letter-perfect adj to be letter-perfect US to be 
able to remember and repeat something 
without making any mistakes, 

letter quality n the best quality type that a 
printer can produce when printing a docu¬ 
ment from a computer, 

letters patent npl a patent that gives some¬ 
body the right to make and sell an invention 
without anybody else having the same right, 

lettuce ['letas] « a vegetable with large pale 
green leaves that are eaten raw in salads or 
sandwiches. 

letup [ietAp] « a letup in sthg lin violence, bad 

weather, work] a period of time when there is 
less of sthg unpleasant or difficult to deal 
with □ Despite the ceasefire agreement, there 
was no letup in the fighting. 

Ieuk(a)emia [lui'knmja] n a serious form of 
cancer in which one’s blood has too many 

white cells. 

levee [ievi] n a bank built to stop a river from 

flooding. 

level [ievi] (US pt & fp> leveled, cont leveling, 

GB pt & py levelled, cont levelling) o ad] -1. to 

be level [two objects, buildings) to have the 
same height as each other or be at the same 
height as each other; [two teams, competitors] 

to have the same number of points as each 
other □ Are the tops of the cupboards level? o 
The picture is not level with the ceiling. □ We're 
level with them on points. -2. [surface, line] that 
is completely flat and has no part higher 
than another part □ Add one level teaspoonful 
of sugar. □ At last we were back on level ground. 
o adv [remain, get] at the same level as some¬ 
body or something else □ Salaries are keeping 
level with inflation. □ The horses are running lev¬ 
el. ■ to draw level to reach the same level as 
somebody else, either by coming from be¬ 
hind or from the opposite direction □ My car 

drew level with hers. 
on-1. [of noise, production, the temperature] a 
particular amount of something; a particular 
point on a scale for measuring this □ meas¬ 
ures to reduce the level(s) of air pollution □ a 

high/low blood-sugar level. -2. (of a liquid, river] 

the height of something above the ground 
or a flat surface □ The level of water in the lake 
has risen. ■ to be on a level with sthg to be 
the same height above the ground or a flat 

surface as sthg else □ My bedroom window is 
on a level with the roof of the house opposite. 
-3. [of achievement, intelligence, debate] a par¬ 
ticular standard or quality □ a top-level athlete 
□ an intermediate level textbook. -4. construc¬ 

tion an instrument used for checking that a 
surface is level. -5. [of a building] one of the 
stories of a large building □ / parked the car on 
level 2. -6. phrase to be on the level [person] 

to be honest and open about something 
(informal use) □ I'm not sure they're on the 
level. 
o vt -1. [field, area] to make <sthg> flat by 
removing any bumps, holes, or slopes □ Lev¬ 
el the earth before laying the slabs. -2. [building, 

forest] to completely destroy <sthg> so that 
only flat ground is left □ The bombing has lev¬ 
eled whole streets. -3. to level a gun at sb/sthg 
to aim a gun at sb/sthg. -4. to level a crit¬ 
icism/an accusation etc at or against sb to 
criticize/accuse etc sb of sthg openly and di¬ 
rectly o Charges of corruption have been leveled 
against a number of high-ranking officers. 

♦ level off, level out vi -1. [unemployment, 

growth, inflation] to stop at a particular level 
after going up or down □ The price difference 
between imported and home-grown apples is 
gradually leveling off. -2. [plane, path] to stay at 
the same height after going up or down. 

♦ level with vt fus to level with sb to be hon¬ 
est with sb about something after hiding the 
truth from them (informal use) □ / asked her to 
level with me about what happened at the meet¬ 

ing. 

level crossing n GB a place where a road 
crosses a railroad track and which usually 
has gates and signals to stop traffic when a 
train is approaching. 

level-headed [-'hedad] adj [person] who is sen¬ 
sible, calm, and can think clearly, even in 
difficult situations. 

level pegging [-'pegirjl adj to be level pegging 
GB [two teams, competitors, candidates] to have 
exactly the same position or number of 
points, votes etc as each other □ With just 
one lap to go the two runners were level pegging. 

lever [US 'levr, GB 'li:va] n -1. [on a machine] a 
bar or handle on a machine that makes the 
machine do a particular thing when it is 
moved up, down, left, or right □ You pull that 
lever to start the engine. -2. [for moving an ob¬ 

ject] a bar that is placed underneath a heavy 
object so that it can be moved when pres¬ 
sure is put on one end of the bar. -3. [in a 

situation] something that is used to influence 
somebody to do something. 

leverage [US 'levarid3, GB 'li:v-] on-1. in¬ 
fluence that can be used to get a particular 
result □ He used his leverage with the governor 
to get more money for education. -2. the force 
or action of a lever, o vt finance to borrow 
money to buy or pay for <sthg>. 

leviathan [li'vaiaOan] n a word used to de¬ 
scribe something that is very large, power¬ 
ful, and difficult to control (literary use). 

levity ['levati] n an attitude that does not treat 
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a serious subject with enough respect (formal 
use). 

levy [’levi] (ft & ff levied) On a sum of mon¬ 
ey paid by a particular group of people for a 
particular purpose, often as a tax □ Most ta¬ 
bor unions now collect a political levy from their 
members. □ The new gas levy has shocked the 
country, o vt [tax, contribution, fine] to demand 
and collect <a sum of money> from some¬ 
body □ The government has decided to levy a 
new tax on alcohol. 

lewd [lu:d] adj [behavior, joke, song] that refers 
to sex in a rude and often unpleasant way □ 
She complained that Rogers had made lewd sug¬ 
gestions to her in his office. 

Lewis ['luias], Sinclair (1885-1951) a US writ¬ 
er. He is well-known for his satires about 
American life. His work includes Main Street 
and Babbitt. 

Lewis and Clark f-'kla:rk] US explorers who 
went from St Louis to the Pacific Ocean 
(1804-1806). 

lexical ['leksikl] adj that is concerned with 
words (technical use). 

LI abbr of Long Island. 

liability flaia'bilati] (pi liabilities) n -1. a person 
or thing that can be dangerous or cause 
problems in particular situations □ She's a se¬ 
rious liability to everyone when she's been drink¬ 
ing. -2. [for breakages, an accident, debt] legal 
responsibility that a person or group of peo¬ 
ple has for something □ The owners will not 
accept liability for loss of or damage to personal 
property. 

♦ liabilities nfl the amount of money that a 
company or organization owes □ insurance/ 
pension/tax liabilities □ They failed to meet their 
liabilities and went bankrupt. 

liable f'laisbl] adj -1. to be liable to do sthg to 
be likely to do sthg □ She's liable to get angry 
if you ask too many questions. -2. to be liable to 
sthg to be likely to experience sthg because 
it often happens in particular conditions □ 
People are more liable to flu at this time of year. 
-3. to be liable [for breakages, a debt, accident] 

to be legally responsible for something or to 
deal with something □ We are liable to pay 
damages of $5000. □ / am personally liable for 
any mistakes. ■ to be liable to imprisonment/a 
fine etc to be in a position in which one can 
be sent to prison/fined etc as a legal punish¬ 
ment □ You're liable to prosecution if you don't 
tell us where you got the money from. 

liaise [li'eiz] vi [colleagues, organizations] to 
work together so that each side can tell the 
other side what is happening, what they 
want to happen etc □ The agencies liaise regu¬ 
larly on key issues of security. □ His job was to li¬ 
aise between the two departments, o / liaise with 
my colleagues before making major decisions. 

liaison [li'eizDn] n -1. [between organizations, de¬ 

partments, people] the activity or job of liais¬ 
ing with another group of people □ There has 
been constant liaison with police officials during 
the enquiry. -2. a sexual relationship that is 
usually secret (polite use) □ There were rumors 

that he had maintained a year-long liaison with a 
local schoolteacher. 

liar ['lai3r] n a person who tells lies. 

Lib. abbr of Liberal. 

libel ['laibl] (us ft & ff libeled, cont libeling, GB 

ft & ff libelled, cont libelling) o « law some¬ 
thing that is written or printed about some¬ 
body and that is not true, but may damage 
their reputation □ She sued the newspaper for 
libel. □ a libel action, o vf to damage the repu¬ 
tation of <sb> by writing or printing some¬ 
thing about them that is libelous, 

libelous us, libellous GB ['laiblas] adj [state¬ 

ment, allegation] that is a libel, 

liberal ['libsrsl] o adj -1. [person, mind, view] 

that is willing to accept and respect any or 
all of a wide range of different opinions, es¬ 
pecially when these do not follow strict tra¬ 
ditional beliefs; [education, upbringing] that 
does not follow tradition but is based on 
freedom of expression and thought □ The 
group is campaigning for a more liberal treatment 
of prisoners. -2. [donation, offer] that is gener¬ 
ous and large □ There was a liberal supply of 
food and drink, o n a person who has liberal 
views. 

♦ Liberal politics o « a person who belongs 

to or supports a Liberal or Liberal Democrat 

Party, o adj: a Liberal politician/policy. 

liberal arts nfl subjects studied at a university 

that are not practical or vocational, e.g. phi¬ 

losophy and literature □ a liberal arts degree. 

Liberal Democrat n in Britain, a member of 

the Social and Liberal Democratic Party, a 
moderate political party. 

liberalize, -ise ['libralaiz] vt [law, attitude] to 
make <sthg> less strict □ The Church needs to 
liberalize its views on homosexuality. 

liberal-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who 
has liberal ideas and beliefs. 

Liberal Party n the Liberal Party in Australia, 

the largest conservative political party; in 

Britain, one of the main political parties of 

the 19th and early 20th centuries that was 

replaced in 1988 by the Social and Liberal 
Democratic Party. 

liberate ['libareit] vt -1. [women, slaves] to give 
<a group of people> the same rights and 
freedoms as other people in society. 
-2. [prisoner, hostage] to set <a person or ani¬ 
mal free (formal use) □ The mission to liberate 
the hostages ended in failure. -3. [country, city] 

to free <a place> from political or military 
control, especially by using force. 

liberation [.libs'rei/n] n: see liberate □ the 
Women's Liberation Movement. 

liberator ['libsreitaq n a person who frees 
people, a country etc. 

Liberia [lai'bmria] a country in West Africa, on 

the Atlantic coast, between Sierra Leone 

and Cote d’Ivoire. It exports iron ore and 

has an important shipping industry, size: 
110,000 sq kms. population: 2,800,000 (Li¬ 
berians). capital: Monrovia, language: Eng¬ 

lish. currency: Liberian dollar. 
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libertine [Tib3rti:n] n a person, usually a man, 
who lives immorally (old-fashioned use), 

liberty ['libort i] (pi liberties) n -1. [of a person, 
the press, somebody's conscience] a person’s 
right to do, say, believe etc what they want 
□ We must fight for liberty and equal rights □ civil 
liberties. ■ to be at liberty to do sthg to be 
free to do sthg because one has permission 
or the right to do it □ I am not at liberty to 
comment on this matter. -2. (of a prisoner, hos¬ 
tage] freedom that somebody has after a pe¬ 
riod of captivity. ■ to be at liberty [person, ani¬ 
mal] to still be free, especially after escaping 
from a place or doing something wrong. 
-3. to take the liberty of doing sthg to do sthg 
that might seem rude because one has not 
asked permission first □ / took the liberty of 
booking us a table at a restaurant. ■ to take lib¬ 
erties to use or take advantage of somebody 
□ / feel he‘s taking liberties with me. 

♦ Liberty n a British organization that aims to 
defend the legal rights of people, e.g. if they 
think they are being treated unfairly by the 

police. 

Liberty Bell « the Liberty Bell the bell that 
rang when the Declaration of Independence 
was adopted in 1776. It is in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

libido [li'bi:doo] (pi libidos) n the sexual desire 
that somebody feels. 

Libra ['liibra] n a sign of the zodiac, represent¬ 
ed by a pair of scales; a person bom under 
this sign between September 23 and Octo¬ 

ber 22. 
librarian [laTbresrian] « a person whose job is 

to work in a library. 

library [US ’laibreri, GB -ran] (pi libraries) n -1. 
[in a town, university, school] a room or build¬ 
ing where people can read or borrow books, 
newspapers, cassettes, records etc, or can 
find out particular kinds of information □ the 
public/reference library □ a music/record library. 
-2. a private collection of something, espe¬ 

cially of books. 
library book n a book that can be borrowed 

from a library. 

Library of Congress: the Library of Congress 
the US national library in Washington, D.C. 

libretto [li'bretou] (pi librettos) n the words 
that are sung in an opera or oratorio. 

Libya [’libis] a country in North Africa, on the 
Mediterranean, between Tunisia and Egypt, 
consisting mainly of desert. It is a major 
producer of oil. size: 1,760,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 4,900,000 (Libyans), capital: Tripoli. 
language: Arabic, currency: Libyan dinar, 

lice [lais] plural of louse, 

licence n gb = license. 

license ['laisans] o n US -1. a document that 
gives somebody official permission to have 
or do something and which usually costs 
money □ a driver's/dog license □ How much is 
the license fee? □ This restaurant has a license to 
sell alcohol. -2. business a document that gives 
official permission for a particular business 
activity to happen □ a trading license ■ to 

make/sell etc sthg under license to make/sell 
etc sthg with special permission □ They 
manufacture the goods under license from the 
government. 
o vt [activity, sale] to give official permission 
for <sthg> to happen □ They have the author¬ 
ity to license the sale of hand guns. ■ to license 
sb to do sthg to give sb official permission to 
do sthg. 

licensed [Taisanst] adj -1. to be licensed to do 
sthg [to drive, fly, practise] to have a license to 
do sthg □ Is he licensed to carry a gun? -2. [car, 
gun] that has a license. -3. GB [hotel, restau¬ 
rant] that has a license to sell alcohol, 

licensee [.laisan'si:] n a person who has a li¬ 
cense. 

license plate m US a sign, usually on the front 
and back of a car, truck etc, that has letters 
and numbers on it to identify the vehicle, 

licensing hours [Taisansir)-] npl in Britain, the 
hours in the day when a pub is officially al¬ 
lowed to serve alcohol. 

licensing laws npl the laws that state when 
and where alcohol can be sold, 

licentious [lai'senfas] adj [person, behavior] that 
one thinks is sexually immoral (formal use), 

lichen ['laikan] n a tiny plant that grows in 
small, flat, round patches on stones, trees 
etc and is green, orange, gray, or yellow, 

lick [lik] o vt -1. [person] to move one’s 
tongue over the surface of <sthg> to taste it, 
clean it, make it wet etc □ She licked the bowl 
clean. □ The dog licked my face. ■ to lick one's 
lips to move one’s tongue over one’s lips be¬ 
cause one is going to eat something good, 
or because one has enjoyed eating some¬ 
thing. -2. [flames, waves] to move quickly 
over or around the outside of <sthg>. -3. 
[team, player] to beat <an opponent> very 
easily (informal use). 
on-1. the act of licking something with 
one’s tongue □ Can I have a lick of your ice 
cream? -2. a lick of paint a new layer of paint 
that one puts on something (informal use) □ 
All this room needs is a lick of paint and it'll look 

like new. 

licorice ['likarij] n a sweet black substance 
that is used to flavor candies; a candy made 

from this. 

lid [lid] n -1. [of a jar, box, saucepan] a cover 
that fits on top of something to close it and 
that can be lifted off and replaced □ ‘Replace 
lid after use.' □ a trashcan lid. -2. = eyelid, 

lido [’liidou] (pi lidos) n GB -1. a public swim¬ 
ming pool that is outdoors. -2. part of a 
beach, lake etc used for sunbathing and wa¬ 

ter sports. 

lie [lai] (pt sense -1 lied, pt senses 2-9 lay, pp 
sense 1 lied, pp senses 2-9 lain, cont all senses 
lying) o n something that is not true and 
which somebody says in order to deceive 
somebody else □ What he said was just a pack 
of lies. ■ to tell a lie to say something that 
one knows is not true □ Have you been telling 

(me) lies again? 
o vi -1. [person] to tell a lie; [figures, statistics] 
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to make people believe something that is 
not true by showing something in a particu¬ 
lar way □ / knew you were lying to me all along. 
o He got the job after lying about his age. □ They 
say the camera never lies, but I disagree. -2. 
[person, animal] to be in a position in which 
the body is flat on a surface □ She lay in bed/ 
on her side/on her stomach reading. □ / love lying 
in the sun. -3. [person, animal] to move into a 
position in which the body is flat on a sur¬ 
face □ Lie on the floor and relax. -4. [book, letter, 

pen] to be on a particular surface or in a par¬ 
ticular place after being left there n Her 
clothes lay all over the floor. □ The report's been 
lying on my desk for ages. -5. [city, country, 

building] to be in a particular place or posi¬ 
tion □ A small village lies near/to the west of the 
castle. □ Our team is lying third/in third position. 
-6. [truth, reason, problem] to be found in a 
particular thing (formal use) □ The solution lies 
in careful marketing. -7. [dead person] to be 
buried in a particular place □ 'Here lies 
William Slater.' -8. to lie ahead or in store to be 
expected to happen in the future □ Many dif¬ 
ficulties lie ahead. □ Who knows what lies in 
store for us! -9. phrase to lie low to hide from 
somebody, especially from the police, until 
it is safe to be seen □ You'd better lie low for a 
week or so. 

♦ lie about, lie around vi -1. [person] to 
spend time doing nothing and being lazy □ 
They just lie around listening to music all day. 

-2. to be lying about or around [books, clothes, 
money] to be in a particular place after being 
left there by somebody, usually in a careless 
or untidy way □ Don't leave any valuables lying 

around in your hotel room. □ Do you have any 
food lying around? 

♦ lie down vi to get into a position in which 
one’s body is flat, e.g. on a bed, usually to 
relax or sleep □ I'm just going to lie down for a 

short while, m he/she etc won't take it lying 
down he/she etc will not accept it without 
complaining or trying to change it. 

♦ lie in vi GB to deliberately stay in bed long¬ 
er than usual in the morning. 

Liechtenstein ['liktsnstain] a country in cen¬ 
tral Europe, between Austria and Switzer¬ 
land. It has important tourist and banking 
industries, size: 160 sq kms. population: 
26,000 (Liechtensteiners). capital: Vaduz, lan¬ 
guage: German, currency: Swiss franc, 

lie detector n a machine that can show if 
somebody is lying □ a lie detector test. 

lie-down « GB a short rest, e.g. on a bed or 
sofa □ I'm going to have a lie-down upstairs. 

lie-in n GB extra time that one deliberately 
spends in bed on a particular morning, espe¬ 
cially at the weekend □ Sunday's the only day I 
get a lie-in. 

lieu [Iu:] ♦ in lieu of sthg prep instead of 
sthg □ / get time off in lieu of pay when I do a lot 
of overtime. 

Lieut, abbr of lieutenant, 

lieutenant [us luftenant, gb lef'tensnt] « -1. an 
officer of low rank in an army, air force, or 
navy. -2. US an officer in a police force or 

fire department whose rank is below a cap¬ 
tain. 

lieutenant colonel n an officer in the armed 
forces of a country whose rank is just below 
that of a colonel. 

life [laif] (pi lives) « -1. the state of being alive 
□ Human life must be protected at all costs. ■ to 
breathe life into sthg to bring new ideas and 
enthusiasm to sthg, especially so that it be¬ 
comes more active or successful □ We were 
all set to give up, but John's enthusiasm has 
breathed new life into the project. ■ to come to 
life [person] to become active or energetic, 
especially after being very quiet or lacking 
energy and enthusiasm □ She suddenly came 
to life again when the guests arrived. -2. 
anything that is alive □ Is there life on 
Mars? □ animal/plant life □ There were no signs 
of life in the village. -3. sb's life the period of 
time between sb’s birth and death, or be¬ 
tween sb’s birth and the present □ Firemen 
risk their lives every day. □ Three climbers lost 
their lives in an accident. □ She spent her early 
life in India. □ life membership * for life for the 
rest of one’s life □ It's a commitment for life. ■ 
for the life of me despite trying very hard (in¬ 
formal use) □ / can't for the life of me remember 
where I put it. ■ to lay down one's life to die, 
especially in order to protect somebody or 
something □ Millions of soldiers laid down their 
lives for their countries, m to risk life and limb to 
risk dying and being injured. ■ to scare the 
life out of sb to frighten sb very much. ■ to 
take one's life to kill oneself. -4. all the ex¬ 
periences that happen to somebody □ They 
really know how to enjoy life. □ Life is hard in 
these remote highlands. -5. sb's married/work¬ 
ing life the part of sb’s life to do with their 
marriage/work. -6. a particular aspect of the 
way one lives □ my social/sex life □ / don't like 
to talk about my private life. -7. energy and en¬ 
thusiasm □ She s so full of life. -8. [of a ma¬ 

chine, organization] the length of time that 
something lasts or continues to work □ This 
model has a working life of ten years. -9. = life 
imprisonment □ Holmes and Gano both got life. 

life-and-death adj [situation, struggle, decision] 
that is very serious or dangerous. 

life annuity n a sum of money paid to some¬ 
body every year until their death. 

life assurance n GB = life insurance. 

life belt n GB a large ring that floats and is 
thrown to somebody who has fallen into 
the sea, a river etc to help them avoid 
drowning. 

lifeblood ['laifbLvd] n the lifeblood of sthg the 
most important source of strength or suc¬ 
cess that sthg has □ Young, dynamic managers 
are the lifeblood of our business. 

lifeboat [ laifboot] n -1. a fast boat that is used 
by specially trained people to save other 
people who are in danger on the sea. -2. a 
small boat kept on a ship that is used if the 
ship sinks. 

life buoy n = life belt. 

life cycle n the series of changes that happen 
to an animal or plant during its fife. 
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life expectancy n the length of time that a 
person or animal is likely to live from the 
time they are born, or from a particular 
point in their lives. 

lifeguard ['laifga:rd] n a person who works at 
a beach or swimming pool and whose job is 
to save people from drowning, 

life imprisonment n a punishment in which 
a criminal is sent to prison for a very long 
time, sometimes for the rest of their life, 

life insurance « a form of insurance that is 
paid for regularly over a long period of time 
and by which an amount of money is paid 
to oneself at a particular age or to one's 
family if one dies. 

life jacket « a piece of equipment like an 
item of clothing with holes for the head and 
arms that can be filled with air to make 
somebody float if they fall into the water, 

lifeless ['laiflas] adj -1. [body, corpse, face] that 
is dead or looks dead. -2. [performance, voice] 

that is not interesting, exciting, or lively, 

lifelike ['laiflaik] adj [statue, picture, model] that 
looks very real, or very like the person or 
thing it represents. 

lifeline [’laiflain] n -1. a rope that is thrown or 
attached to somebody to save them from 
drowning. -2. something that is very impor¬ 
tant and necessary for somebody or some¬ 
thing to survive or continue □ A fax machine 
can prove a lifeline to the small business. 

lifelong ['laiflnr)] adj a lifelong belief/ambition 
etc a belief/an ambition etc that one has had 
for the whole of one’s life □ a lifelong friend. 

life peer « in Britain, a person who is given a 
tide, e.g. “Lord” or “Lady”, which they can 
use until their death, but which cannot be 
passed on to their children, 

life preserver f-priz3:rv3r] n US something such 
as a life jacket that can help prevent one 
from drowning in water, 

life raft n a rubber boat filled with air that is 
used for saving people who are in danger at 

sea. 
lifesaver [‘laifseivar] n -1. a person who is 

trained to save people who are having prob¬ 
lems in water. -2. something or somebody 
that brings help and relief to somebody who 
needs it very much □ Thanks for helping me 
out, you're a real lifesaver! 

W LIFESAVERS 
In Australia most beaches near towns have 
lifesavers, or surf lifesavers, who work as 
volunteers. They are highly respected, and 
many young people want to become 
lifesavers. To identify themselves, they wear 
special colored swimsuits and caps. When 
conditions are safe for swimming, they put 
two yellow and red flags on the beach to 
show that the water between the flags is 
safe. If you get into difficulty in the water, 
you raise your arm and the lifesaver will 

rescue you. _ 

lifesaving club n in Australia, a club where 

surf lifesavers are based. Most coastal towns 
have these clubs, and they are often the 
center of beach activities and social events. 

life sentence n the punishment of sending a 
criminal to prison for a very long time, 
sometimes for the rest of their life. 

life-size(d) adj [statue, portrait, model] that is 
the same size as the person or object it rep¬ 
resents. 

lifespan [’laifspaen] « -1. the length of time for 
which a person, animal, or plant usually 
lives □ Mayflies have a very short lifespan. -2. 
the length of time that a product, machine 
etc will last or be useful. 

lifestyle ['laifstail] « the way somebody lives, 
especially the job they do, the things they 
eat, spend their money on etc □ Patrick has a 
very healthy/hectic lifestyle. 

life-support system « -1. medicine special 
equipment that keeps a very ill person alive. 
-2. biology everything that is needed so that 
living things can stay alive. 

lifetime ['laiftaim] « [of a person, organization, 

machine] the period of time during which 
somebody is alive or something exists □ I've 
seen many changes in my lifetime. □ He has a 
lifetime's experience in education. □ the experi¬ 
ence of a lifetime □ a lifetime commitment. 

LIFFE [laif] « abbr of London International Fi¬ 
nancial Futures Exchange. 

Liffey [’lifi] the Liffey a river in the Irish Re¬ 
public that flows through Dublin into the 
Irish Sea. 

lift [lift] on-1. a free ride, especially in a car 
□ I've got the car if you want a lift home. -2. GB 

a device like a small room with sliding 
doors that carries people or goods up and 
down to the different floors of a building □ 
Press the button to call the lift. □ Take the lift up 

to the sixth floor. 
o vt -1. [person, leg, bag] to move <sb/sthg> 
to a higher position, especially with effort □ 
Be careful when you lift the chair. □ She ran into 
his arms and he lifted her into the air. □ / lifted 
the pile of books off the shelf. -2. to lift sb's 
spirits to make sb feel happier □ The sound of 
his voice lifted her spirits. -3. [embargo, ban, re¬ 

striction] to bring <sthg> to an end □ Trade 
sanctions were officially lifted today. -4. [text, 

idea] to copy <sthg> that was produced by 
somebody else and pretend that one 
thought of it oneself (informal use) □ She had 
lifted entire paragraphs from other people's 
books. -5. [wallet, purse] to steal <sthg> (infor¬ 

mal use). 
o w -1. [lid, top] to be able to be opened by 
being moved up □ The lid lifted easily. -2. 
[mist, fog, clouds] to move upward or disap¬ 
pear. -3. [spirits, mood] to become happier □ 
Gradually her heart lifted. 

♦ lift up o vt sep to lift sb/sthg up [suitcase, 

cup, baby] to lift sb/sthg. o vi [lid, top] = lift, 

lift-off n the event of a space rocket leaving 

the ground. 

ligament ['ligamant] n a band of strong tissue 
in the body which joins two bones. 
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light [lait] {pt & pp lit or lighted) o adj 
-1. [room, building] where there is a lot of 
natural light □ The bedroom is light and spa¬ 
cious. • it's getting or growing light day is 
beginning and the sky is becoming brighter. 
■ it's light there is daylight □ It was light by 
the time we had finished. -2. [color, green, blue] 
that is pale □ She wore a light brown suit. 
-3. [load, weight, suitcase] that does not weigh 
very much; [clothing, suit] that is made of 
thin material □ She was wearing a light summer 
dress. -4. [traffic, flow, shower] that is not very 
great in amount or intensity □ I had a light 
lunch. -5. [work, duties] not involving much 
effort. -6. [punishment, penalty] that is not 
very severe □ Many people felt the sentence 
was too light. -7. [reading, entertainment, music] 
that is easy to enjoy or understand □ She 
writes light, romantic novels. -8. [touch, wind] 
that is gentle □ A light breeze was blowing. 
-9. [step, movement] that is graceful. -10. 
[sleep, sleeper] that can be easily disturbed. 
-11. a light meal a meal that is easy to digest 
□ This wine is nice and light. -12. a light beer a 
beer that contains fewer calories than nor¬ 
mal. 

on-1. [of the sun, moon, a flashlight] a bright¬ 
ness that lets one see things □ There's not 
enough light to see by. □ We read the notice by 
the light of a match/candle. □ You're blocking my 
light. ■ to come to light [information, evidence, 
secret] to become known, especially to a lot 
of people for the first time □ It has recently 
come to light that she has a criminal record. ■ to 
see the light to understand something that 
one could not understand before. ■ to see 
sb/sthg in a different light to change one’s 
opinion of sb/sthg because of new informa¬ 
tion, events etc □ What she said made me see 
her in a whole new light. ■ to throw or cast or 

shed light on sthg to make sthg easier to 
understand, especially by giving some new 
information □ Her book throws new light on the 
later poems. -2. [for seeing or reading] some¬ 
thing which gives light □ Turn the light on. □ 
an electric light □ a light switch □ You've left your 
car lights on. -3. [for a cigarette] something 
which produces a flame, e.g. a match or 
lighter □ Do you have a light? m to set light to 
sthg to make sthg start to bum □ The ciga¬ 
rette set light to the carpet. -4. [in somebody's 
eyes] the brightness that seems to come 
from somebody’s eyes, as a sign of life and 
energy □ There was a strange light in his eyes. 

o vt -1. [fire, cigarette, candle] to make <sthg> 
start to bum; [lamp, bulb] to turn <sthg> on 
so that it becomes bright □ We lit a fire in the 
bedroom. □ / knew she was up because a lamp 
was lit in her window. -2. [house, scene, stage] 
to make a light shine on or in <sthg> □ The 
room was lit by candlelight. □ / took a flashlight to 
light my way back to the house. 

o vi [fire, cigarette, candle] The gas fire won't 
light. 

o adv to travel light to travel with only a 
small amount of baggage. 

♦ in light of us, in the light of prep if one 
takes <sthg> into consideration □ In light of 

recent events, we ought to rethink our procedure 
for interviewing applicants. 

♦ light out vi US [person] to leave quickly (in¬ 
formal use). 

♦ light up o vt sep to light sthg up [sky, room, 
stage] to make sthg bright; [face, eyes] to 
make sthg look more cheerful and lively; 
[cigarette, cigar, pipe] to make sthg start 
burning □ The fire lit up the whole street, o vi 
-1. [person, eyes] to look more cheerful and 
lively □ His face lit up at the news. -2. [smoker] 
to light a cigarette and start smoking (infor¬ 
mal use). 

light aircraft n a small, not very powerful air¬ 
craft that can only carry a small number of 
passengers or goods. 

light ale n GB a beer with a light color and 
mild flavor. 

light bulb n the glass part of an electric light 
or lamp that has a wire inside it which 
glows brighdy when an electric current is 
passed through it. 

lighted ['laitad] adj -1. [room, window] that has 
a light shining in it. -2. [cigarette, match, can¬ 
dle] that is burning. 

light-emitting diode [-imitirj-] n an electronic 
device that gives out light when an electric 
current is passed through it and that is used 
to display letters and numbers in calculators, 
watches etc. 

lighten ['laitn] o vt -1. [room, sky, color] to 
make <sthg> less dark. -2. [load, weight] to 
make <sthg> less heavy, especially so that it 
is easier to carry; [workload, task] to make 
<an amount of work> easier to do □ / of¬ 
fered to do the typing just to lighten the burden a 
little, o vi -1. [sky] to become brighter □ The 
sky began to lighten in the east. -2. [atmosphere, 
mood, expression] to become happier and 
more relaxed. 

♦ lighten up vi [person] to become more re¬ 
laxed and less serious (informal use) □ Lighten 
up, will you, he meant it as a joke. 

lighter [ laitsr] n a device that uses liquid fuel 
to produce a flame for lighting cigarettes, 
pipes etc. 

light-fingered [-'fir)g3rd] adj [person] who of¬ 
ten steals things (informal and humorous use), 

light-headed [-'hedad] adj to be light-headed 
[person] to feel dizzy and faint, especially be¬ 
cause one is excited or has drunk alcohol □ I 
feel really light-headed after that glass of wine. 

light-hearted [-Wtad] adj -1. [person, mood] 
that is cheerful. -2. [remark, approach, comedy] 
that is funny and not meant to be very seri¬ 
ous □ The play takes a light-hearted look at the 
problems of family life. 

lighthouse ['laithaus, pi -hauziz] n a tower 
built on a coast, rock, or island with a 
strong light at the top to guide ships or 
warn them of danger. 

light industry n the manufacture of smaller 
articles for which heavy equipment is not' 
needed. 

lighting ['laitirj] n the equipment that pro¬ 
vides light in a particular place; the quality 
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of light that shines somewhere □ They hired a 
friend to do the lighting for the show. □ The soft 
lighting helps to create a romantic atmosphere. 

lighting-up time n GB the official time at 
which street lights come on and road vehi¬ 
cles must turn their lights on. 

lightly flaitli] adv -1. [knock, tap, strike] gently. 
-2. [cook, grill] for a short time at a low heat. 
-3. [say, promise] in a way that is not very se¬ 
rious □ / would not make such an accusation 
lightly. □ / don't intend to take this matter lightly. 

light meter n a device that is fitted to a cam¬ 
era or used by a photographer to measure 
the brightness of the light reflected from 
something before it is photographed, 

lightning ['laitmg] rt a very bright flash of 
electrical energy produced by a thunder¬ 
storm □ The tree was struck by lightning. 

lightning rod us, lightning conductor n a 
metal rod or strip that goes from the highest 
point of a building to the ground, and that 
prevents the building from being damaged if 
it is struck by lightning, 

lightning strike « GB a strike by workers 
which takes place suddenly and without 
any warning. 

light opera n opera that is easy to enjoy and 
is not about serious subjects, 

light pen « -1. computing a device shaped like 
a pen that can be used to choose or draw 
things on a screen. -2. [in a store] a device 
like a pen that is used in stores to read bar 
codes on goods. 

lightship ['laitfip] rt a ship that remains in one 
position and has a strong light to guide oth¬ 
er ships or warn them of danger, 

lights-out n in a barracks, boarding-school 
etc, the time at which all lights must be 
turned off so that people can go to sleep, 

lightweight ['laitweit] o adj -1. [object] that is 
specially made to weigh less than is usual. 
-2. [jacket, suit] that is made of thin light ma¬ 
terial. -3. [person] who has little importance, 
power, or influence (disapproving use), o « 
-1. sport a boxer weighing between 59 and 
61 kg (130 and 135 lbs) □ a lightweight con- 
test/bout. -2. a person of little importance, 
power, or influence (disapproving use) □ a poli¬ 
tical/intellectual lightweight. 

light year n the distance that light travels in a 

year. 
likable ['laikabl] ad] [person] who is pleasant 

and easy to like. 

like [laik] o prep -1. to be like sb/sthg to be al¬ 
most the same as sb/sthg □ Jake's very like his 
father. □ You look just like your sister! a This tur¬ 
key tastes more like chicken. -2. what is she/it 
etc like? can you describe her/it etc to me? 
(used to ask for somebody's opinion or de¬ 
scription) □ It's hard to say what it smells like. □ 
What's it like being married? -3. used to make 
comparisons □ Stop behaving like an idiot! □ He 
was shaking like a leaf. □ Like most people, I dis¬ 
like eating alone in restaurants. ■ do it like this/ 
that do it in this/that way. ■ that's just like 
her/him etc that's typical of the way she/he 

etc normally behaves □ It's not like you to get 
angry. □ Don't shout at me like that! -4. used to 
give examples of something that has just 
been mentioned □ / prefer simple food like pas¬ 
ta or fish. □ Exercise like swimming is good for 
your back. 
o conj -1. to look/sound/feel like... to look/ 
sound/feel as if... □ It feels like we've been 
traveling for hours! □ Chris sounds like he's hav¬ 
ing a bad time. -2. in the same way as □ / got 
up at seven, just like I usually do. □ He can't get 
around like he used to. 
o vt -1. [person, place, food] to find <sb/sthg> 
pleasant, attractive, interesting etc; to ap¬ 
prove of <sb/sthg> □ / never really liked him. □ 
How do you like your new job? □ / like swimming. 
□ / don't like having to repeat myself. -2. a word 
used to express a wish or a preference □ 
Would you like some more cake? o I'd like that 
one, please. □ You can come and see me tomor¬ 
row, if you like. □ I'd like to start straight away. □ 
We'd like you to come for an interview, 
o adj [opinion, response] that is of a similar 
kind (formal use) □ people of like mind, 
o n the like(s) of sb/sthg an event, person 
etc that is similar to sb/sthg □ I've never seen 
the likes of it! □ a feat the likes of which has nev¬ 
er before been attempted. ■ and the like and 
similar things, people etc □ / use it for storing 
files, stationery, and the like. 

♦ likes npl the things that one likes □ We all 
have our likes and dislikes when it comes to mu¬ 

sic. 

likeable ['laikabl] adj = likable. 
likelihood [‘laiklihod] « the probability that 

something will happen □ There is little likeli¬ 
hood of its happening again/that it will happen 

again. 
♦ in all likelihood adv very probably. 

likely [’laikli] adj -1. to be likely to be almost 
certain to happen or be true □ Rain is likely 
later on. □ She may have finished already, but it’s 
not very likely. □ It's very likely to snow in the 
next day or two. □ She's not very likely to agree 
to the plan. □ He's the man most likely to get the 
job. ■ the likely result/cost what the result/ 
cost will probably be. ■ a likely story! a 
phrase used to say that one does not believe 
something that somebody has said (ironic 
use). -2. [place, candidate, recruit] that seems 
suitable for a particular job or purpose □ We 
found a likely spot for a picnic. 

like-minded [-'maindad] adj [people] who have 
similar opinions, attitudes, or interests □ She 
needs to find some like-minded friends. 

liken [ laikn] vt to liken sb/sthg to sb/sthg to 
describe sb/sthg as similar to sb/sthg □ He 
has been likened to the young Gielgud. □ She lik¬ 
ened "King Lear" to a television soap opera. 

likeness ['laiknas] n -1. a similarity in appear¬ 
ance □ / can see the family likeness. □ Your ver¬ 
sion bears very little likeness to the original. -2. a 
good likeness a picture of somebody that 
has been drawn, painted etc accurately □ 
That's an excellent likeness of your father. 

likewise [’laikwaiz] adv used to compare two 
similar actions or events □ The Swedes are 
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holding a referendum, likewise the Norwegians. □ 
Farmers likewise are having to cut costs, m to do 
likewise to do the same □ When we raised our 
prices, they did likewise. 

liking ['laikir)] n to have a liking for sb/sthg to 
like sb/sthg □ / really don't understand his liking 
for cowboy films. □ While I was in Mexico I de¬ 
veloped a liking for tequila, m to be to sb's liking 
to please sb □ Is the hotel to your liking? m to 
be too cold/early etc for one's liking to be 
colder/earlier than one wants □ The coffee 
was too hot for my liking. 

lilac ['laibk] o adj [dress, scarf] that is pale pur¬ 
ple in color, o n -1. a bush with white or 
pale purple flowers that smell pleasant. -2. a 
pale purple color □ a lilac shirt. 

Lilo™ 1'lailou] {pi Lilos) n GB a mattress that is 

filled with air and is used as a bed or for 
floating on water. 

lilt [lilt] n [of somebody's voice, accent] a pleas¬ 
ant rising and falling sound □ Her voice has a 
lovely Irish lilt. 

lilting ['liltiij] adj a lilting voice/melody etc a 

voice/melody etc that has a lilt, 

lily ['Mi] (pi lilies) n a flower that grows from 
a bulb and has large trumpet-shaped blooms 
which are usually white or orange. 

lily of the valley (pi lilies of the valley) n a 

plant with long oval leaves and small white 
bell-shaped flowers that smell pleasant. 

Lima ['liima] the capital of Peru, population: 
6,400,000. 

limb [lim] n -1. an arm or leg (formal use). 
-2. to be out on a limb to be alone and with¬ 
out support □ You may find yourself out on a 
limb if you continue to defend those ideas. 

limber ['limbafl ♦ limber up vi [athlete, gym¬ 
nast] to do physical exercises or to practice 
before hard exercise or a competition, 

limbo [ limbou] (pi limbos) n -1. to be in limbo 
[person] to be unable to act or make deci¬ 
sions properly because one is unsure what 
will happen next; [project, activity] to be un¬ 
able to go ahead because the situation is un¬ 
certain □ Our plans will be in limbo until we 
know whether we've got the grant. -2. the limbo 
a West Indian dance in which people bend 
over backward to pass under a low hori¬ 
zontal bar. 

lime [laim] « -1. a citrus fruit like a lemon but 
smaller and with green skin. -2. the juice of 
limes used as part of a drink o vodka and 
lime. -3. = lime tree. -4. chemistry a white 
chemical substance, calcium oxide, that is 
used to make fertilizer, cement, and white¬ 
wash SYMBOL: CaO. 

lime-green o n a bright yellow-green color, 
o adj: a lime-green dress. 

limelight ['laimlait] n the limelight the atten¬ 

tion of the public and the media n She's in 
the limelight again after the success of her new 
movie. 

limerick [’limarik] n a humorous poem of five 
lines. 

Limerick ['limarik] -1. a county in the south¬ 
west of the Irish Republic, size: 2,686 sq 

kms. population: 164,204. administrative cen¬ 

ter: Limerick. -2. a city and port in County 
Limerick, population: 52,040. 

timescale ['laimskeil] tt a hard grayish-white 
substance that forms on the inside of pipes, 
faucets, sinks etc. 

limestone ['laimstoun] n a type of white rock 
used as a building material and for making 
cement. 

lime tree n a tree with heart-shaped leaves 
and yellow blossom that has a sweet smell, 

limey ['laimi] (pi limeys) n US a British person 
(informal and disapproving use), 

limit ['limat] o « -1. [of one's patience, endur¬ 
ance, knowledge] the greatest possible extent, 
amount, or degree of something □ Fulfilling 
this contract will stretch our resources to the lim¬ 
it. □ Twenty years ago there seemed to be no 
limit to what we could do. -2. [on speed, spend¬ 
ing] a maximum or minimum amount of 
something that is allowed □ a time/speed/ 
credit limit □ an upper/a lower limit □ We must 
keep within the limits of our budget. □ There is a 
limit to how much money we can spend. ■ he's/ 
she's the limit! his/her behavior is extremely 
annoying □ I've heard some pretty unconvincing 
excuses before, but this is the limit! • within 
limits as far as is reasonable o You can do any¬ 
thing you like, within limits of course. -3. [of an 
area] the edge of an area □ the city limits m to 
be off limits to be a place where particular 
people are not allowed to go □ The village is 
off limits to military personnel, 

o vt [spending, use, area] to stop <sthg> from 
growing or speading by deciding that a par¬ 
ticular amount or level is the most that is al¬ 
lowed □ We must try and limit our reliance on 
external suppliers, ■ to limit sb to sthg to allow 
sb to have no more than sthg □ I'm trying to 
limit myself to six cigarettes a day. 

limitation [.limi'teifn] n -1. [of an amount, some¬ 
body's power] the control or reduction of 
something □ This whole exercise is about dam¬ 
age limitation. □ We would resist any limitation of 
our freedom to trade with other countries. -2. [on 
spending, space] a limit to what is allowed or 
possible □ There are limitations on the number 
of shares you can buy. □ Subject to certain limita¬ 
tions, you can appoint anyone you like. -3. sb's/ 
sthg's limitations an area of activity in which 
sb/sthg is limited or not very effective □ 
She's extremely capable, but even she has her 
limitations. 

limited [Timatad] adj [choice, intelligence, range] 
that is not great in number or amount □ The 
options open to us are very limited. □ A limited 
number of places are available. □ The offer is lim¬ 
ited to one purchase per household. 

limited company k GB a company whose 
shareholders are responsible for the com¬ 
pany s debts only up to a limited amount. 

limited edition n a version of a book, CD etc 
in which the number of copies made and 
sold is strictly limited and usually quite 
small □ a limited edition book. 

limited liability company n = limited company. 

limitless ['limatlas] adj [space, range, imagina- 
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tion] that has no limit □ The possibilities are 
limitless. 

limo ['limou] « a limousine (informal use), 

limousine [US 'limaziin, GB lima'zim] n a large, 
comfortable, expensive car. 

limp [limp] o adj -1. [person, body] that is not 
firm or strong □ / managed no more than a limp 
handshake. □ Those tomato plants are looking 
pretty limp. -2. [excuse, response] that is not 
adequate. o tt a way of walking in which 
one leg is used less than normal because it 
is weak or injured □ He walks with a slight 
limp, o vi [person, animal] to walk with a limp 
□ He came limping off the field. 

limpet [iimpat] n a small sea creature with a 
cone-shaped shell that sticks very tightly to 
rocks. 

limpid [iimpad] adj [water, pooll that is clear 
(literary use). 

limply [iimpli] adv [lie, hang, reply] see limp □ 
His arm hung limply by his side. 

linchpin [iintjpin] n [of a plan, organization] the 
person or thing that is the most important 
part of something □ Corinne's research was the 
linchpin of this project. 

Lincoln ['lirjkn], Abraham (1809-1865) US 
President from 1861 to 1865. He helped the 
Union to win the American Civil War and 
ended slavery. He was shot and killed by 
John Wilkes Booth. 

Lincoln Center: the Lincoln Center (for the Per¬ 
forming Arts) a group of concert halls and 
theaters in New York (City). 

Lincoln Memorial: the Lincoln Memorial a 
building in Washington, D.C. that contains 
a large statue of Abraham Lincoln. 

Lincolnshire [’ligkanJV] a county in eastern 
England, on the North Sea, consisting main¬ 
ly of farmland, size: 5,915 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 602,155. administrative center: Lincoln. 

Lines, abbr of Lincolnshire. 

linctus [iigktas] « GB a liquid medicine for 

curing coughs. 
Lindbergh ['lindb3srg], Charles (1902-1974) a 

US pilot who was the first person to fly 
alone across the Atlantic Ocean. He did this 
in his plane, The Sprit of St Louis. 

line [lain] o n -1. [on paper, on a road] a long 
thin mark on a surface □ a straight/curved/ 
jagged line □ You can't park on a double yellow 
line. □ She drew a line across the page. ■ to go/ 
run/walk in a straight line to go/run/walk in 
one direction without turning right or left. 
-2. [a border, edge] a long thin mark that 
shows the edge of something □ the finishing/ 
halfway line. ■ to draw the line at sthg to ref¬ 
use to do sthg, especially because one 
thinks it is unreasonable □ I'm prepared to be 
generous, but I draw the line at paying off all her 
debts. -3. [of trees, soldiers, cars] a row of 
things or people standing side by side or 
one behind the other; a group of people 
standing one behind the other and waiting 
for something a The children formed two lines 
facing the teacher. □ We joined the line at the 
checkout. □ We stood or waited in line for almost 

half an hour. ■ to be in line for sthg to have a 
good chance of getting sthg □ He's in line for 
an Oscar. -4. rail the track on which a train 
travels; the route this track follows □ a sub¬ 
way line. -5. [of ships] a company that oper¬ 
ates a fleet of ships. -6. [in a book, poem, 
document] a row of words, symbols, or fig¬ 
ures that is printed or written across a page 
□ two lines up from the bottom/down from the 
top of the page □ / tried to remember the first 
line of the song. □ Richard's upstairs learning his 
lines for the school play. ■ to read between the 
lines to realize something or guess the real 
meaning of something even though it is not 
expressed openly □ Reading between the lines, 
I would say she was jealous. -7. [on one's face, 
skin] a wrinkle □ His face was etched with deep 
lines. -8. [of a building, dress] an edge that can 

be seen on something and is part of its 

structure □ The car has clean, elegant lines. 
-9. [of string, cable] a cord, string, rope, or ca¬ 

ble; a length of one of these materials used 

for a particular purpose □ a fishing line □ I'm 
going to hang the laundry out on the line. □ a 
power/telephone line. -10. telecommunications 

a telephone connection □ Our lines are open 
until midnight. □ That line is busy at the moment. 
□ Could you hold the line, please? -11. to drop 
sb a line to write a short letter to sb (infor¬ 

mal use) o Drop me a line when you get settled 
in. -12. a line of inquiry/argument etc the di¬ 

rection taken by the development of an 

inquiry/argument etc. ■ along the same lines 
[think, develop] in approximately the same 

way □ They plan to set up an advice center or 
something along those lines. ■ to be on the 
right lines [person, policy, strategy] to be act¬ 

ing, working, happening etc in a way that 

will probably produce a successful result □ 
I'm not entirely satisfied with the article yet, but I 
think it's on the right lines. -13. [on an issue, 
problem] a particular way of dealing with a 

person or situation □ What line did you take 
with the press? -14. one's line of work/ 
business the job or type of work a person 

does (informal use) □ What line of work are you 
in? -15. military a series of defenses that are 

linked to each other □ behind enemy lines. 
-16. [of family, kings] a series of people who 

are related to one another and follow one 

another in time □ She comes from a long line 
of opera singers. -17. [between categories, 
groups] an imaginary mark that separates 

one area or thing from another, or one 

group of people from another □ There s a fine 
line between love and hate. -18. business a type 

of product; a range of products □ a new line 
in office furniture □ We've stopped doing that 

line. 
o vt -1. [street, passage] to form a line along 

the side of <sthg> □ The road to the airport 
was lined with spectators/trees. -2. [coat, box, 
drawer] to cover the inside surface of <sthg> 

with a lining □ a fur-/silk-lined jacket. 
♦ lines tiyl -1. the words that an actor has to 

leam for a play □ She keeps forgetting her 
lines. -2. GB a punishment given in some 
schools in which a pupil has to write out a 
line of writing many times □ He was given a 
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hundred lines for misbehaving in class. 
♦ on the line adv to be on the line [career, 

reputation] to be at risk □ If we don't get the 
contract, all our jobs could be on the line. 

♦ out of line adj to be out of line [person] to 
be behaving badly or not in the way one is 
supposed to behave; [behavior, remark] to be 
rude or unacceptable □ What you said was way 
out of line. ■ to step out of line to behave in a 
way that other people disapprove of. 

♦ line up o vf sep -1. to line people/things up 
to arrange people/things into a line □ They 
were lined up against a wall and shot. -2. to line 
sthg up [meeting, interview, concert] to arrange 
for sthg to take place in the future □ I've got 
a meeting lined up for next Tuesday, o vi [peo¬ 

ple] to form a line, especially when waiting 
for something □ The models all lined up on the 
catwalk for the last part of the show. 

linear ['liniar] adj -1. [pattern, diagram, shape] 

that is made up of lines. -2. [motion, force] 

that is directed along a straight line; [se¬ 

quence, thinking] that moves from one point 
to the next in order. 

lined [laind] adj -1. [paper, page] that has 
straight lines printed across it. -2. [face, fea¬ 

tures] covered with wrinkles □ Her face was 
deeply lined. 

line drawing n a drawing made with lines 
and with no other form of shading. 

line feed « the control on a printer or com¬ 
puter that moves the cursor down by one 
line at a time. 

linen [ linan] n -1. a type of cloth, made from 
flax, that is used to make tablecloths, cloth¬ 
ing etc o a linen napkin/jacket. -2. a collective 
term for sheets, tablecloths etc □ bed linen □ 
a linen cupboard/drawer. 

linen basket n a basket used to hold dirty 
clothes that need to be washed. 

lineout ['lainout] n sport a way of restarting 
play in a game of rugby in which the ball is 
thrown from the sideline and players from 
both sides, standing in two lines, try to 
catch it. 

liner ['lainsr] n a large passenger ship □ an 
ocean liner. 

linesman ['lainzman] (pi linesmen [-man]) n sport 

in a game of soccer, tennis etc, an official 
who indicates when the ball has crossed a 
boundary line, and who helps the referee to 
decide when other rules have been broken, 

lineup ['lainAp] n -1. [of players, competitors, en¬ 

tertainers] the people who are going to take 
part in a particular event □ The lineup in 
tonight's show includes some of the most talent¬ 
ed comedians around at the moment. -2. US a 
row of people including a suspect whom the 
witness or victim of a crime has to try to 
identify. 

linger ['lnjg3r] vi -1. [person] to spend a longer 
time than necessary or expected in a place 
or doing something □ We lingered down by the 
Grand Canal/over our meal. □ Everyone else had 
gone to bed, but Sam lingered in the bar. -2. 
[smell, taste, feeling] to continue for longer 

than expected before disappearing □ The tra¬ 
dition still lingers on in rural areas. 

lingerie ['laensari] n women’s underclothes □ 
the lingerie department. 

lingering ['lirjgsrir)] adj -1. [feeling, hope, doubt] 

that continues for longer than expected □ a 

lingering sense of doubt. -2. [death, illness] that 
lasts a long time and is painful. -3. [kiss, look, 

farewell] that is long and intense, 

lingo [’lirjgou] {pi lingoes) n a foreign language 
(informal use). 

linguist ['lirjgwist] n -1. a person who is good 
at or who studies foreign languages. -2. a 
person who studies or teaches linguistics, 

linguistic [lirfgwistik] adj [ability, development, 

subtlety] that is connected with language or 
the scientific study of it. 

♦ linguistics n the scientific study of lan¬ 
guage and how it is developed and used, 

liniment ['Iinamsnt] n a fluid rubbed into the 
skin to make pains in one’s muscles, bones 
etc less severe. 

lining ['laraiij] n [of a coat, curtain] an extra lay¬ 
er of cloth that is attached to the inside or 
back of something to give extra warmth and 
thickness; [of a box, case] a layer of some¬ 
thing that covers the inner surfaces of a 
container and protects what is kept in it. 

link [lirjk] o n -1. [between people, ideas] a con¬ 
nection or relationship between people or 
things □ Is there any link between the two 
cases? □ We are hoping to forge closer links with 
similar organizations abroad. -2. [between places] 

a way of traveling from one place to anoth¬ 
er; a way of communicating with a place □ a 

rail/telephone link. -3. [of a chain] a ring of a 
chain o / ve broken one of the links of my brace¬ 
let. 

o vt -1. to connect <two or more people, 
places, ideas> etc o the road that links the capi¬ 
tal and the major port or that links the capital with 
the major port □ Her name has been romantically 
linked to or with his. -2. to link arms with sb to 
put one’s arm through the space between 
sb’s bent arm and their body. 

♦ link up o vt sep to link people/things up to 
connect people/things to each other, espe¬ 
cially so that information can be sent be¬ 
tween them aim trying to link my computer up 
to the office with a modem, o vi: We have now 
linked up with head office. 

linkage l'lir)kid3] n a connection between two 
things. 

linked [lirjkt] adj to be linked [ideas, events, 

names] to have a connection, often in a way 
that is unclear or that is difficult to prove □ 
There seems little doubt that the two crimes 
were linked, m with arms linked with arms 

_ j°med together, like the links of a chain, 

links [lirjks] (pi links) n a piece of ground 
where golf is played. 

linkup [’ligkAp] n a connection, especially one 

made by telecommunications □ a TV/satellite/ 
telephone linkup with the conference hall. 

lino [ lainou] n GB = linoleum, 

linoleum [li'nouliam] n a type of material with 
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a hard, shiny, usually patterned surface that 
one uses to cover a floor, especially in kitch¬ 
ens and bathrooms. 

linseed oil ['linsiid-] n an oil made from the 
seeds of flax and used e.g. in paint, 

lint [lint] n -1. small pieces of fiber and fluff 
that come from fabric □ Remove the lint from 
your dryer regularly. -2. GB an absorbent cloth 
made of cotton or linen and used to cover 
wounds or cuts. 

lintel ['lintl] n a piece of stone or wood placed 
across the top of a door or window to sup¬ 
port the wall above it. 

lion [’laian] n a large, meat-eating wild animal 
that is a member of the cat family and lives 
mainly in Africa. Male lions have thick, 
dark-brown hair around their heads and 
necks. 

lion cub n a very young lion, 

lioness ['laianes] n a female lion, 

lionize, -ise ['laianaiz] vt to treat <sb> as be¬ 
ing very talented, important etc □ He was li¬ 
onized by the press. 

lion tamer [-teimafl « a person who trains 
Hons to perform tricks to entertain people at 
a circus. 

lip [lip] n -1. one of the two fleshy edges of 
one’s mouth □ the upper/lower lip. ■ to keep a 
stiff upper lip not to show one’s feelings, 
even though it is difficult. ■ my lips are 
sealed I am determined I will not say any¬ 
thing. -2. [of a container, crater] the top edge 
of something. 

lip balm n an ointment used on the lips to 
stop them feeling sore. 

liposuction ['lipousAkJh] n an operation in 
which unwanted fat is removed from below 
one’s skin by suction. 

lip-read vi to understand what people are 
saying only by watching the movements of 

their lips. 

lip salve [US -saev, GB -saelv] n GB = lip balm, 

lip service n to pay lip service to sthg to say 
that one agrees with or approves of sthg 
without actively doing anything to show 
this □ The new legislation only pays lip service to 
the idea of sexual equality. 

lipstick ['lipstik] n a substance, in the form of 
a solid stick, used by women to color their 
lips; a stick of this substance inside a small 
cylindrical container □ She doesn t wear/use 

lipstick. 
liquefied petroleum gas [.likwifaid-] « a mix¬ 

ture of gas produced from petroleum that is 
used in liquid form as a fuel for vehicles, 

liquefy ['likwifai] (pt & pp liquefied) o vt to 
make <a gas or solid substance> become a 
liquid, o vi: When the temperature is high 
enough, the metal liquefies. 

liqueur [US li'kair, GB li'kjoa] « a strong, sweet, 
often fruit-flavored alcoholic drink, usually 
served after a meal □ a liqueur glass □ liqueur 

chocolates. 

liquid [ likwad] o adj liquid oxygen/soap etc 
oxygen/soap etc in a form that will flow like 

water, o « a liquid substance □ Drink plenty 
of liquids. 

liquid assets npl assets that can easily be 
changed into cash if necessary, 

liquidate ['likwadeit] vt -1. business to close <a 
company>, usually because it cannot pay its 
debts; to pay <a debt> in full. -2. [enemy, tar¬ 
get] to kill <sb> (formal use), 

liquidation [.likwa'deijn] n business the process 
of closing down a company □ The company 
has gone into liquidation. 

liquidator ['likwadeitafl n business the official 
responsible for closing down a company, 

liquid crystal display « -» LCD. 

liquidity [li'kwidati] n business the state of hav¬ 
ing enough cash or assets to pay one’s 
debts. 

liquidize, -ise ['hkwadaiz] vt [fruit, vegetables] to 
chop and crush <food> until it becomes liq¬ 

uid. 
liquidizer ['likwidaizafl « GB a machine used 

for making solid food into liquid, 

liquor ['likafl n strong alcoholic drink, 

liquorice ['likanfl n = licorice, 

liquor store « US a store that sells alcoholic 
drinks. 

lira ['liara] n the unit of currency in Italy, Tur¬ 
key, and Syria. 

Lisbon ['lizbon] the capital of Portugal and its 
largest city and main port, population: 
677,790. 

lisp [lisp] on a problem some people have in 
speaking where they pronounce the sounds 
“s” and “z” as “th”. o vi to speak with a lisp, 

lissom(e) ['lisam] adj [body, person] that looks 
slim and graceful (literary use), 

list [list] o n a group of things, names, places 
etc that are written down or mentioned to¬ 
gether, especially one after another □ He 
wrote out a list of places to visit. □ Have you got 
me on your guest list? o vt -1. [items, contents, 

ingredients] to write out <things> in a list □ 
The names are listed in alphabetical order. -2. 
[points, reasons, advantages] to say <a series of 
things> one after the other □ She listed skiing 
as one of her hobbies, o vi [ship] to lean over 

to one side. 
listed building [.listad-] n GB a building that is 

officially protected because of its artistic 

value or age. 
listed company n a company whose shares 

are quoted on a stock exchange, 

listen ['lisn] vi -1. [audience, class, psychiatrist] 
to pay attention to a sound, to what some¬ 
body is saying etc, so that one hears it clear¬ 
ly □ Please listen! □ Go on, I'm listening. ■ to lis¬ 
ten to sb/sthg to pay attention to sb/sthg so 
that one hears them clearly □ / wasn't listen¬ 
ing to what you were saying. □ Do you listen 
much to the radio? ■ to listen for sthg to wait 
until one hears the sound of sthg □ We lis¬ 
tened out for the signal. -2. [child, patient, friend] 
to do what somebody else suggests, espe¬ 
cially because one believes or respects them 
□ / told you it wouldn't work, but you wouldn't I is- 
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ten. □ If you'd listened to my advice in the first 
place, this wouldn't have happened. 

♦ listen in vi -1. to listen to the radio □ Don't 
forget to listen in to next week's program. -2. to 
listen in on sb's conversation to listen to sb’s 

conversation without them knowing □ Little 
did we know that he'd been listening in on our 
conversation. 

♦ listen up vi listen up! us a phrase used to 

attract people’s attention when one wants 
to say something. 

listener ['lisnar] « -1. [to a person] a person 

who listens to and understands other peo¬ 

ple’s problems □ She's a good listener. -2. [to 

the radio] a member of a radio audience □ Our 
listeners often write to us. 

listeria [li'stisris] n a kind of bacteria found in 

soft cheeses and cooked food that can cause 
illness. 

listing ['listir)] n a (computer) listing a sheet of 

paper with information from a computer 
printed on it. 

♦ listings npl a magazine, or part of a maga¬ 

zine, that contains information about the 

movies, plays, exhibitions etc that are taking 

place in a particular city □ Have a look in the 
listings. 

listless [’listlas] adj [person] who has no ener¬ 

gy or enthusiasm □ / felt listless in the heat. 

list price n the price that the manufacturer of 

a particular product suggests that customers 
pay for it. 

Liszt [list], Franz (1811—1886) a Hungarian 
composer and pianist, known for his roman¬ 
tic piano music. 

lit [lit] past tense & past participle of light, 

litany ['litsm] (pi litanies) n -1. religion a pray¬ 

er with fixed words spoken in turn by the 

priest and the congregation. -2. [of faults, 

problems, failures] a large number of the same 

thing that keeps being said or done that is 

bad, unpleasant, boring etc □ a litany of com¬ 
plaints. 

litchi ['litj'ij n a small, round, white, Chinese 
fruit with a hard rough skin and a large 
shiny seed in the middle. 

liter us, litre gb ['littsH n -1. [of water, milk, 

gasoline] a unit (one thousand cubic centime¬ 
ters or 1.76 pints) for measuring the volume 
of liquid □ two liters of soda. -2. auto the unit 
that measures the capacity of an engine □ a 
two-liter engine. 

literacy [’litarssi] n the ability to read and 
write. 

literal ['litarsl] adj -1. [meaning, sense, interpreta¬ 

tion] that is the most basic, without any add¬ 

ed sense. -2. [translation] in which each word 
is translated separately. 

literally ['litsrsli] adv -1. a word used to em¬ 

phasize that what one is saying is exactly 

true □ Literally thousands of people turned up. 
-2. a word used to give emphasis to an ex¬ 

aggerated or figurative expression □ / had to 
literally drag him onto the plane. -3. [mean, trans¬ 

late] see literal □ / have translated the poem 
freely rather than literally, m to take sthg literally 

[remark, suggestion] to understand or interpret 
sthg in its most basic or exact meaning □ / 
wouldn't take what she says literally. 

literary [US 'litsreri, GB -arsri] adj -1. [word, 
style] that is typical of literature rather than 
spoken language, especially because it is 
more imaginative or expressive than is usual 
□ He uses a lot of highly literary vocabulary. -2. 
[criticism, prize, merit] that is connected with 
literature. 

literate ['litsrat] adj -1. [person] who can read 
and write. -2. [person, class, audience] who 
has had a good education □ The book is aimed 
at a highly literate public. 

literature ['litaratJV] n -1. [of a culture] pieces 
of writing, e.g. novels, poems, and plays; all 
the writing of this kind produced by a par¬ 
ticular culture □ the history of English literature 
□ a literature course. -2. [on a subject] the 
books that have been written about a par¬ 
ticular subject □ I've read all the literature on 
tropical diseases. -3. [on a product, service] 
printed information on a particular subject □ 
Help yourself to some literature on the courses 
we offer. 

lithe [laid] adj [person, animal, body] that moves 
easily and gracefully. 

lithium ['Ii0i3m] n a soft, light, silver-white 
metal that is used in batteries and some 
drugs. SYMBOL: Li. 

lithograph [US 'liGsgraef, GB 'li0oogra:f] n a 
print made from a stone or plate whose sur¬ 
face has been covered with ink □ a signed 
lithograph by Picasso. 

lithography [h'GDgrsfi] « the technique of 
making lithographs. 

Lithuania [,li0Ju'einj3] a country in north¬ 
eastern Europe, on the Baltic Sea. size: 
65,000 sq kms. population: 3,800,000 (Lithu¬ 
anians). capital: Vilnius, language: Lithuanian. 
currency: lit. 

litigant ['litigant] n one of the two sides in a 
lawsuit in a civil court of law (formal use), 

litigate ['litigeit] vi to be involved in making 
or defending a case in a civil court of law 
(formal use). 

litigation [,liti'geifn] n the process of settling a 
lawsuit in a civil court of law. 

litmus paper ['litmss-] n a special kind of pa¬ 
per that turns red when it is placed in an 
acid and blue when it is placed in an alkali, 

litre « GB = liter. 

litter [’litar] o n -1. [on the ground] empty bot¬ 
tles, pieces of paper etc that people no long¬ 
er want and have dropped or left in a public 
place or outdoors □ ‘Do not drop litter.' □ There 
was a pile of litter on the sidewalk outside. -2. [of 
animals] a group of baby animals that have 
the same mother and were bom at the same 
time □ a litter of puppies. -3. (cat) litter a sub¬ 
stance made up of granules, e.g. of sand 
that is placed in a litter tray in order to ab¬ 
sorb the urine and excrement of a cat. o vt 
[ground, room] to cover <a place> with litter 
□ After the concert, the park was littered with 
cans and programs. 
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litter basket us, litterbin [ lit3rbm] gb h a 
container for litter in a public place. 

litterbug [‘lit3rbAg] us, litterlout ['htslaot] gb 
k a person who drops or leaves litter in pub¬ 
lic places (disapproving use). 

litter tray n a flat container with a layer of 
sand, sawdust etc in it where a pet animal, 
especially a cat, can leave its urine and ex¬ 
crement. 

little ['litl] {compar less, super! least) o adj 
-1. [table, car, village] that is not big □ She had 
little hands and feet. □ He had left a little pile of 
coins on the table. -2. a word used about 
somebody or something small to show ap¬ 
proval or disapproval □ They have this sweet 
little house. □ What a horrid little man! -3. [boy, 
girl] who is aged about ten years or less □ 
When I was little I was terrified of dogs. -4. 
one’s little brother/sister the brother/sister 
who is younger than one, and who is still a 
child. -5. [walk, chat, while] that is short in 
time or distance □ He was still a little way off. 
□ Let's go for a little drive in the car. 
o det little time/food a very small amount of 
time/food □ He speaks very little English. □ 
There is little doubt who is to blame, 
o pron a very small amount □ / see so little of 
you now. □ Little is known about his childhood, 
o adv -1. not much □ He's little more than a 
child. -2. not often □ / go out very little now. 

♦ a little o del a little time/food a small 
amount of time/food □ I'll have a little more 
coffee, please. □ He speaks a little English. 
o pron a small amount □ "More wine?" — 
"Just a little, thanks." □ There's a little (bit) left if 
you want it. o adv a little tired/bored slightly 
tired/bored □ I was a little annoyed by what she 
said. □ It's improved a little, but not much. 

♦ little by little adv gradually □ Little by little 
his eyesight grew worse. □ / discovered, little by 
little, what it was that had happened. 

Little Bighorn [-'bigho:rn]: the Little Bighorn a 
river in Montana where the US army, led by 
General Custer, was defeated by Native 

Americans. 

little finger « the smallest finger on one s 

hand. 
little-known adj [author, place] that many people 

do not know about i It's a little-known fact that... 

Little League « in the USA, a baseball league 

for children. 
Little Orphan Annie l-'aem] a character in 

American children’s comics who is always 

getting into trouble. 

Little Red Riding Hood a character in a fairy 
tale. She is a young girl who is eaten by a 
wolf disguised as her grandmother, 

liturgy ['Iit3d3i] {pi liturgies) n the fixed words 
and forms of a Christian religious service. 

live1 [liv] o vi -1. to be alive □ Mozart lived in 
the 18th century. □ Her parents are still living. -2. 
to continue to be alive □ Nobody knows 
whether he will live or not. -3. to have one s 
home in a particular place □ / live in Birming¬ 
ham. □ Where do you live? -4. to have a par¬ 
ticular kind of life □ / like living alone, o vt to 

experience <life> in a particular way □ She’s 
always lived a life of luxury. □ He lives life to the 
full. ■ to live it up to enjoy oneself very much 
by eating, drinking, going to parties etc (in¬ 
formal use) □ Let's go out and live it up a bit! 

♦ live down vr sep to live sthg down [disgrace, 
failure, mistake] to make people forget sthg 
silly or embarrassing that one has done □ 
You'll never live this down! 

♦ live for vt fus to live for sb/sthg [for one’s 
family, work, hobby] to have sb/sthg as the 
most important thing in one’s life □ She lives 
for her children. □ I've got nothing else to live for. 

♦ live in vi [cook, nanny] to live in the house 
where one works; [student] to live in the col¬ 
lege where one studies □ Are you going to live 
in with the family/live in in your final year? 

♦ live off vf fus -1. to live off sthg [off one’s in¬ 
vestment, savings] to use sthg as one’s main 
income □ He invested the money and lived off 
the interest. -2. to live off sb/sthg loff the land, 
state, one’s family] to get the money one 
needs to live from sb/sthg □ There are too 
many people living off the government. 

♦ live on o vt fus -1. to live on a sum of mon¬ 
ey to use a sum of money to pay for the 
things one needs to live □ / have to live on a 
part-time salary. □ I've got $150 to live on for the 
rest of the month. -2. to live on a particular 
kind of food [on meat, vegetables] to eat only, 
or almost only, a particular kind of food □ 
Pandas live on bamboo, o vi (memory, spirit] to 
continue to be alive or be remembered □ 
Adela may have died, but her work will live on for 

years to come. 
♦ live out vt fus to live out one’s life to live 

the rest of one’s life □ He lived out his life in a 
small cabin in Montana. 

♦ live together vi [two people] to live in the 
same house like a married couple but with¬ 
out being married □ My sister and her boy¬ 
friend lived together before getting married. 

♦ live up to vt fus to live up to sthg [to a repu¬ 
tation, ideal, somebody's expectations] to be as 
good as sthg □ The movie doesn't live up to 
what the critics have said. 

♦ live with vt fus -1. to live with sb [with a 
friend, family] to live in the same house as sb; 
[with a man, woman, partner] to live in the 
same house as sb and have a sexual rela¬ 
tionship with them □ His brother's been living 
with us for a month now. □ Does she live with 
her boyfriend? -2. to live with sthg [with a situa¬ 
tion, problem, illness] to have sthg for as long 
as it continues □ / don't like the situation, but I 
suppose I'll just have to learn to live with it. 

live2 [laiv] o adj -1. [animal] that is alive □ He 
used live worms as bait. -2. [coal, match] that is 
still burning. -3. [ammunition] that has not 
been used and is still dangerous. -4. elec¬ 
tricity [wire, cable, machine] that carries an 
electric current and can give one a shock. 
-5. radio & tv [program, coverage, commentary] 
that is broadcast at the same time as the 
event that it presents is taking place a the 
opening ceremony, brought to you live from Syd- 
ney. -6. [performance, theater, recording] that 
involves the presentation of something as it 
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happens, especially in front of an audience □ 
A live recording will be made of the performance, 

o adv -1. [broadcast] at the same time as the 
actual performance or event being shown □ 
The show is going out live to five million people. 
-2. [perform, play] in front of an audience □ 
The album was recorded live in concert. 

live-in [liv-] adj a live-in cook/housekeeper a 
cook/housekeeper who lives in the house 
where they work ■ a live-in lover a person 
who lives in the same house as the person 
they are having a sexual relationship with, 

livelihood [’laivlihud] n one's livelihood the 
way one earns the money that one needs to 
live □ Fishing has always been their livelihood. □ 
500 people may lose their livelihoods because of 
this. 

lively flaivli] (compar livelier, supert liveliest) 
adj -1. [person, personality] who is happy, en¬ 
thusiastic, and full of energy. -2. [time, party, 

debate] that is exciting and enjoyable. -3. 
[mind, spirit] that is active and intelligent □ 
She takes a lively interest in current affairs. -4. 
[color] that is strong and bright. 

liven [ laivn] ♦ liven up o vt sep to liven sthg 
up [atmosphere, place, party] to make sthg 
more interesting and exciting □ This office 
needs livening up. □ Let's put on some music to 
liven things up. o vi -1. [atmosphere, place, par¬ 

ty] to become more interesting and exciting 
o Things livened up toward the end of the even¬ 
ing. -2. (person] to become more cheerful and 
energetic □ When I mentioned his name she liv¬ 
ened up immediately. 

liver l'liv3r] n -1. the large organ in the body 
that cleans the blood o liver disease/failure □ a 
liver transplant. -2. the liver of an animal, e.g. 
a Iamb or pig, cooked as food □ fried liver □ 
chicken liver pate. 

Liverpool ['liv3rpu:l] a port and industrial 
city in northwestern England, population- 
448,300. 

Liverpudlian [,liv3r'pAdli3n] o n a person who 
lives in or comes from Liverpool, o adj: a 
Liverpudlian accent. 

liverwurst ['Iiv3rw3:rst] us, liver sausage gb n 
a kind of sausage that is made from liver, 

livery ['livsri] (pi liveries) n the uniform of a 
servant or somebody who works in a hotel, 

lives [laivz] plural of life. 

livestock 1'laivstDk] n a collective term for all 
the animals kept on a farm for breeding or 
to produce meat, milk, wool etc. 

live wire [,laiv-] « an energetic and enthusias¬ 
tic person (informal use). 

livid [ livsd] adj -1. [person] who is very angry 
(informal use) □ When I heard, I was absolutely 
livid. -2. [bruise, skin] that has a dark color be¬ 
tween purple and dark blue. 

living ['livirj] o adj -1. [relative, organism] that is 

alive □ He is this country's greatest living artist. 
-2. [language] that is still spoken, o n -1. 
[from working] the money one earns from 
working □ What do you do for a living? □ He 
makes a good living as a management consultant. 

-2. a way of life □ Country living isn't my idea 
of fun. 

living conditions npl the conditions in which 
a person lives □ We were shocked at the poor 
living conditions of these people. 

living expenses npl the money a person 
needs for the basic things in life, especially 
food and accommodation, 

living room n the room in a home that 
usually has comfortable seats, a television 
etc, so that people can sit and relax there, 

living standards npl the level of comfort a 
person has in their life □ She's used to rela¬ 
tively high living standards. 

Livingstone ['livrgstoun], Dr David a British 
missionary and explorer. He was the first 
European to discover the Zambezi River, 
Victoria Falls, and Lake Malawi, 

living wage n a wage that is enough to pay 
for the things one needs to live, e.g. food, 
clothes, and housing. 

living will n a set of instructions about the 
medical treatment one would like to be giv¬ 
en at the end of one’s life if one has become 
too ill to express such decisions. 

lizard ['liz3rd] n a reptile with four short legs 
and a long tail. 

llama I'laima] (pi llama or llamas) n a South 
American animal like a small camel without 
a hump, with long thick hair 

LLB (abbr of Bachelor of Laws) n a degree in 
law; a person who has this degree. 

LLD (abbr of Doctor of Laws) n a postgraduate 
degree in law; a person who has this degree. 

Lloyd George [bid-], David (1863-1945) Brit¬ 
ish Prime Minister from 1916 to 1922. 

LMT (abbr of Local Mean Time) n the local 
time at a particular place in the USA. 

lo [Ion] cxcl lo and behold a phrase used to 
show that something that one is going to 
describe was very surprising (humorous use) □ 
We were just talking about Tim when lo and be¬ 
hold he appeared. 

load [loud] o n -1. [of bricks] something that is 
carried, especially something heavy □ a load 
of bricks/sand/shopping. -2. [of work] an amount 
of work, especially a large amount □ My 
work load is very heavy at the moment. -3. a 
load of sthg, loads of sthg [of money, people, 

work] a lot of sthg (informal use) □ "Have you 
any tapes?" — "A/of with me, but I've got loads 
at home." □ He had a whole load of books on his 
bike. □ What a complete load of crap that movie 
was! 

° vf -1. [truck, car, ship] to put things into <a 

vehicle> especially in order to take them 

somewhere; [luggage, boxes, goods] to put 

<sthg> into a vehicle □ We loaded the van 
with boxes. □ We loaded everything into the car. 
-2. [rifle, revolver, cannon] to put ammunition 

into <a gun> □ The gun was loaded with 
blanks. -3. photography to put a film in <a 

camera>. -4. [video, film] to put <sthg> into a 

machine. -5. computing to start <a pro¬ 
grams-. v 

♦ load up o vt sep to load sthg up [vehicle, lug- 
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gage, goods] to load sthg □ Once everything's 
loaded up, we can get going, o vi: it took ages to 
load up. 

loaded | doodad] adj -1. [question] that is asked 
in a way which suggests a particular an¬ 
swer. -2. Igun] that contains bullets; [camera] 

that contains a film. -3. to be loaded [person] 

to be rich (informal use), 

loading bay ['loodir)-] « a place near a store, 
factory etc where trucks can be parked and 

loaded. 

loaf [louf] (pi loaves) « bread that has been 
baked in one piece and is usually cut into 
slices and eaten □ a loaf of wholewheat bread. 

♦ loaf around, loaf about vi to spend a lot 
of time being lazy and not doing anything 
useful (informal use). 

loafer [Toufal n a light shoe without laces, 

loam [loum] n a kind of soil that contains a lot of 
dead plants and is good for growing plants, 

loan [loun] o « -1. [from a bank] something, es¬ 
pecially money, that one borrows from 
somebody □ V\/e had to take out a loan to build 
the extension. -2. [of money, an object] the ac¬ 
tion of lending something □ Thanks for the 
loan of your car. ■ on loan lent by a person or 
organization □ The picture is on loan from the 
Metropolitan Museum, o vf [money, car, camera] 

to lend <sthg> □ She loaned her car to a friend 
for the weekend. □ Can you loan me $10? 

loan account n a special bank account into 
which money is paid by a customer in order 
to repay a sum borrowed from the bank, 

loan capital « money that is part of a 
company's capital and has been borrowed 
from somewhere else. 

loan shark tt a person who lends money at 
very high interest rates (informal and disap¬ 

proving use). 
loath [lou0] adj to be loath to do sthg not to 

want to do sthg □ I'm very loath to admit it. 

loathe [loud] vf [person, activity, habit] to hate 
<sb/sthg> □ / really loathe ironing. 

loathing ['loodir)] n hatred, 

loathsome ['loodsam] ad) [person, appearance, 

habit] that one finds extremely unpleasant. 

loaves [louvz] plural of loaf, 

lob [lDb] (pt & pp lobbed, coni lobbing) o vf 
-1. to throw <sthg> high in the air □ / lobbed 
the apples over the fence to him. -2. sport to 
throw, hit, or kick <a ball> high in the air 
so that it passes over one’s opponent with¬ 
out them being able to reach it. o « sport 
the act of lobbing a ball into the air, e.g. in 
tennis or soccer, so that an opponent cannot 

reach it. 
lobby ['lDbi] (pi lobbies, pt & pp lobbied) <> « 

-1 [of a hotel] the entrance hall of a hotel or 
other large building. -2. politics a group of 
people who try to persuade politicians to 
help their interests □ America's gun lobby, o vf 
[politician, parliament] to try to persuade <sb> 
to support one’s cause □ They've been lobby¬ 
ing Congress for a change in the law. 

lobbyist ['tobiast] n a person whose job is to 

lobby politicians on behalf of a particular 
group or organization. 

lobe [loob] « anatomy -1. the soft round part 
at the bottom of the ear. -2. one of the parts 
that a body organ, such as the brain, is di¬ 
vided into. 

lobelia [lou'bfiljs] » a garden plant with very 
small blue, pink, or white flowers. 

lobotomy [loo'bDtami] (pi lobotomies) « an op¬ 
eration in which a cut is made in the front 
part of the brain, to treat somebody with 
very serious mental problems. 

lobster ['tobstsl n an animal that lives in the 
sea and has a shell, two large claws, and 
eight legs; the meat of this animal boiled 
and eaten as food □ lobster Thermidor. 

lobster pot n a container used for catching 

lobsters. 

local ['loukl] o adj [resident, amenity, store] that 
belongs to or is in a particular area, especial¬ 
ly the area where one lives □ The local popula¬ 
tion has increased dramatically. □ our local deliv¬ 
ery man □ The local gym is really very good, o n 
-1. [of a town, neighborhood] a person who 
lives in a particular area, especially one who 
has lived there for a long time □ There have 
been several complaints from locals. -2. US a bus 
or train that stops at all stopping places. 
-3. GB one's local the bar, pub etc that is 
nearest one’s house and that one goes to 
regularly (informal use). 

local anesthetic n an anesthetic that stops 
one feeling anything in a particular part of 
the body and that does not make one un¬ 

conscious. 
NOTE: Compare general anesthetic. 

local area network n a system of computer 
terminals that are linked together in one 

building. 
local authority « GB the group of people 

whose job is to govern a small area such as 

a city or county. 

local call tt a telephone call to somebody in 
the same city, town etc and with the same 
area code □ Local calls are free from this hotel. 

local color « the people and things, e.g. their 
clothes and traditions, that make a particu¬ 
lar place different, attractive, and exciting □ 
The book was full of local color. 

locale [US lou'kael, GB -'kail] « the place where 
something happens (formal use), 

local government « the government of an 
area such as a city or county □ local govern¬ 
ment officials/finance. 

locality [lou'kaelati] (pi localities) n a small area 

of a city or region. 
localized, -ised ['loukslaizd] adj [infection, dam¬ 

age, outbreak] that is limited to one particular 

place or area. 
locally ['loukali] adv -1. [decide, organize] at a 

local rather than a national level □ Decisions 
regarding planning permission are made locally. 
-2. [live, work] close to where one lives or 
works □ / always try to shop locally. 

local time n the time in a particular part of 
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the world □ We will be arriving in Venice at 
11:30 local time. 

locate [US 'loukeit, GB lou'keit] o vt -1. [person, 
problem, position] to find <sb/sthg> □ We have 
located the source of the problem. -2. to be lo¬ 
cated in a place [business, office] to be in a 
particular place □ The store is ideally located for 
the commuter trade, o vi to move to a par¬ 
ticular place to live or start a business □ The 
company located in Boston. 

location [lou'keijn] n -1. [of a business, office] 
the place where something happens or is 
done □ We've found a suitable location for our 
new supermarket. -2. [of a person, ship] the 
place where somebody or something is at a 
particular time □ Officer Newman, can you give 
me your location? -3. cinema on location in a 
place that is not part of a studio a The movie 
was shot on location in Vienna. 

loc. cit. (abbr of loco citato) a phrase used in a 
piece of writing to refer to a passage that 
has already been quoted. 

loch [iDk] n in Scotland, a lake. 

Loch Lomond [-'loumand] a lake in western 
Scotland, north of Glasgow. 

Loch Ness Monster [-nes-] the Loch Ness 
Monster a large animal like a snake that is 
supposed to live in Loch Ness, a lake in 
Scotland. 

lock [Ink] o « -l. [of a door] a device that is 
fixed to something, e.g. a door, lid, or chain, 
that closes it when a key is used in it, and 
can only be opened again by that key □ The 
key won't turn in the lock, m to be under lock 
and key to be kept somewhere that is closed 
with a lock □ The documents are usually kept 
under lock and key in the bank. -2. [on a canal] a 
series of gates at a point in a canal, used to 
raise or lower boats to a different level. 
-3. auto the extent to which the wheels of a 
car can be turned. -4. [of hair] a small piece 
of hair that has been cut from somebody’s 
head (literary use). -5. phrase lock, stock, and 
barrel completely □ He bought the company 
lock, stock, and barrel. 

o vt -1. [door, suitcase] to close <sthg> with 
a key □ That room is usually kept locked. -2. 
[document, valuables] to put <sthg> in a par¬ 
ticular place and lock it □ She locked her jew¬ 
els in the safe. -3. [wheels, steering, gears] to 
cause <a device> to be unable to move. 
-4. to be locked in an embrace [lovers, friends] 
to be holding each other in a long embrace. 
■ to be locked in combat [opponents] to be 
fighting each other very hard, 

o vi -1. [door, chain, lid] The door locked behind 
him. -2. [wheels, gears, steering] to become 
unable to move. 

♦ locks npl the hair on one’s head (literary 
use). 

♦ lock in vt sep to lock sb in to keep sb in a 
room, house etc with the door locked so 
that they cannot get out □ / tried the door and 
found I was locked in. □ He locked himself in. 

♦ lock out vt sep -1. to lock sb out to acciden¬ 
tally stop sb from getting into a building, es¬ 
pecially into their own house, by locking 

the door □ / locked myself out last night. -2. to 
lock sb out to deliberately stop sb from get¬ 
ting into a building by locking the door □ 
The staff were locked out of the factory. 

♦ lock up o vt sep -1. to lock sb up to put sb 
in prison or in a psychiatric hospital □ People 
like that ought to be locked up! -2. to lock sthg 
up [house, car] to lock all the doors and 
windows of sthg. -3. to lock sthg up [object, 

valuables] to put sthg in a container and lock 
it □ She locked the documents up in the safe, 
o vt to lock all the doors and windows of a 
building or vehicle □ Don't forget to lock up 
when you've finished. 

lockable [’lokabl] adj [door, case, drawer] that 
can be locked. 

Locke [Ink], John (1632-1704) a British phi¬ 
losopher who influenced the French and 
American Revolutions. 

locker ['lok3r] n a metal closet, e.g. in a 
school, changing room, or at a station, 
where one can keep one's clothes, bag etc 
for a short time. 

locker room n a room at a swimming pool, 
sports club etc where there are lockers and 
where people get changed or have a show¬ 
er. 

locket [’lDkat] n a piece of jewelry on a chain 
that goes around one's neck and often con¬ 
tains a small picture of somebody. 

lockjaw ['lokd3o:] n = tetanus. 

lockout [’lDkaut] tt the closing of a place 
where people work by employers to try to 
make workers accept particular conditions. 

locksmith ['loksmiG] n a person whose job is 
to make and repair locks. 

lockup ['lDkAp] n (informal use) -1. [for prisoners] 
a jail; a cell- -2. GB [for a car] a garage that is 
not attached to a house and that one can 
rent to keep one’s car in. 

loco ['loukoo] (pi locos) adj US crazy (informal 
use), o n GB = locomotive. 

locomotive [Jouka'moutiv] « the part of a 
train that pulls the cars. 

locum ['loukam] (pi locums) « GB a doctor who 
does another doctor's work while they are 
away. 7 

locust J'loukast] n a large insect that flies in 
very big groups and causes damage to crops 
especially in hot countries □ a swarm of lo¬ 
custs. 

lodge [lDd3] on-1. [on vacation] a hut or small 
house where people stay on vacation, e.g to 
go hunting or skiing. -2. [of a large house] a 
small house at the entrance to the grounds 
of a large house. -3. [of freemasons] a local 
branch of an organization, especially of free¬ 
masons. -4. GB [of a college] a room at the 
entrance of a college used by a porter or 
caretaker. 

o vt -1. to rent a room in somebody's house 
aim lodging with an old couple till I find some¬ 
where more permanent. -2. [bullet, bone] to be- 
come stuck □ 4 fishbone lodged in her throat. 
-3. [idea, fact] to stay in one’s mind so that 
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one remembers it □ That date became lodged 
in her brain. 
o vt to lodge a complaint/appeal to make an 

official complaint/appeal (formal use). 

lodger ['tod3ar] tt a person who lives in a rent¬ 

ed room in somebody else’s house. 

lodging ['tod3ir)] n —» board. 
♦ lodgings npl a room or rooms that one 

rents in somebody else’s house □ He s staying 
in lodgings near the park. 

loft [loft] n -1. a large floor of a commercial 

building that is not divided into rooms and 

is used as an apartment. -2. the space under 

the roof of a house. 

lofty ['tofti] (compar loftier, superl loftiest) adj 
-1. [ideal, aim, feeling] that is noble and de¬ 

serves to be admired. -2. [manner, attitude] that 

shows a feeling of superiority over other 

people (disapproving use). -3. [peak, tower] high 

(literary use). 

log [log] (pt & pp logged, cont logging) o n 
-1. [of wood] a piece of a tree trunk or thick 

branch □ Put another log on the fire. -2. [of a 

ship, plane] the written record of the journey 

of a ship, plane etc. o vt -1. [captain, pilot] to 

write <information> in a log. -2. computing 

to enter <data> in a computer. -3. [ship, 

plane] to travel <a particular distance or 

length of time>; to move at <a particular 

speed>. 
♦ log in, log on vi to type a code, password 

etc to be able to start using a computer. 

♦ log off, log out vi to type a code, pass¬ 

word etc to finish using a computer. 

loganberry [US 'looganberi, GB -ban] {pi logan¬ 
berries) « a soft purple fruit like a raspberry, 

logarithm ['togaridam] n a number that repre¬ 

sents another number and can be used to 

make multiplication easier, 

logbook ['lDgbok] n -1. [of a ship] the written 

record of the journey of a ship, plane etc. 

-2. [of a car] a book that contains the details 

of a particular car. 

log cabin n a simple house or shelter built of 

logs. 

log fire n a fire in which logs are burning, 

loggerheads [’togarhedz] tt to be at logger- 
heads to be disagreeing strongly □ The man¬ 
ager is at loggerheads with the owner. 

logic ['lt>d3ik] « -1. a clear way of reasoning 
that uses statement that follow on from 
each other, with each one being true □ Their 
arguments are based on sound logic. -2. a par¬ 
ticular set of reasons □ / don't follow your logic. 

logical ['tod3ikl] adj -1. [deduction, thinking, per¬ 

son] that uses logic □ It doesn't seem like a 
very logical decision. -2. [plan, idea, course of ac¬ 

tion] that is reasonable and sensible and 
therefore obvious □ It's the logical thing to do. 

logically ['lDd3ikli] adv -1. a word used to say 
that something is the logical result of anoth¬ 
er thing □ Logically, there was only one course 
of action open to us. -2. [deduce, act, conclude] 

see logical. 
logistical [la'd3istikl] adj [problem] that con¬ 

cerns the planning or organization of dim- 

cult or complicated matters □ It's a logistical 
nightmare. 

logistics [la'd3istiks] n the planning or organi¬ 
zation of something difficult or complicated 
□ The team is grappling with the logistics of get¬ 
ting medical aid to the stricken area. 

logjam ['togd3aem] n a difficulty that prevents 
a person, organization, or project from con¬ 
tinuing in a particular activity, 

logo ['lougou] (pi logos) tt a small picture or 
symbol that represents a company or or¬ 
ganization and often uses part of its name, 

logrolling ['togroulig] n US the practice, espe¬ 
cially among politicians, of agreeing to help 
or support somebody so that they will later 
help and support one. 

logy [‘lougi] adj US [person] who does not feel 
very active or energetic, 

loin [bin] n [of pork, Iambi a piece of meat from 
the back of an animal or the area near its 

tail □ a loin chop. 
♦ loins ttpl the area of the body around one s 

sexual organs. ■ to gird one's loins to pre¬ 
pare oneself for an energetic or dangerous 
activity (humorous use). 

loincloth ['binklD©] tt a piece of cloth worn 
over the loins, with no other clothing, 
usually by men in hot countries. 

Loire [lwa:r]: the Loire the longest river in 
France. The Loire valley is famous for its 

wines and castles. 
loiter ['bitar] vi -1. to stay somewhere doing 

nothing, for no obvious reason □ 'No loiter¬ 
ing.' -2. to take more time going somewhere 

than is necessary. 
Lolita [lou'liita] a character in the novel Lolita 

by Vladimir Nabokov. She is a sexually at¬ 
tractive teenage girl who the main character, 
a midde-aged man, becomes obsessed with, 

loll [lol] vi -1. [person] to sit or lie in a very re¬ 
laxed way □ He spent all afternoon lolling about 
on the sofa. -2. [head, tongue] to hang down 

loosely. 
lollipop ['blipDp] tt a hard round candy on the 

end of a small stick. 
lolly ['toll] {pi lollies) « GB -1. a lollipop. -2. = 

ice lolly. -3. money (informal use). 

London ['lMidan] the capital of the United 
Kingdom, in southeastern England, and its 
largest city, population: 6,378,600. 

London ['Urban], Jack (1876-1916) a US 
writer whose most important work is Call of 

the Wild. 

Londonderry ['Undanderi] a city and port on 
the north coast of Northern Ireland, popula¬ 

tion: 88,000. 

Londoner ['Undanal tt a person who comes 

from or lives in London, 
lone [loon] adj a lone figure/tree etc a figure/ 

tree etc that is the only one in a place □ A 
lone walker appeared on the beach. 

loneliness ['lounlinas] n [of a person, time, place] 

see lonely. 
lonely [’lounli] (compar lonelier, superl loneliest) 

adj -1. [person] who is unhappy because they 
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are alone; who is unhappy because they 
have no friends □ At first I felt very lonely. 
-2. [time, childhood] during which one feels 
lonely □ / spent a long, lonely night waiting for 
them to return. -3. [place] that very few people 
visit □ a dark, lonely house. 

lone parent « GB a single parent. 

loner ['lounar] n a person who prefers to be 
alone. 

lonesome ['lounsam] adj [person, place] = lone¬ 
ly 

long [lDrj] o adj -1. [journey, wait, marriage, ca¬ 
reer] that continues for a greater than aver¬ 
age amount of time o It took a long time to 
cook the turkey, a There was a long silence while 
everyone waited for me to speak. ■ to have a 
long memory to be able to remember things 
from the distant past. -2. [hair, grass, chapter] 
that is a greater than average length or dis¬ 
tance □ We all sat around a long table. □ It's a 
longj way from here. -3. used to show amounts 
of time or distance □ How long is the movie? o 
The lake is about 12 miles long. -4. [period of 
time] that seems to pass slowly because it 
involves too much effort, worry, pain etc □ 
Let's get to bed, it's been a long day. o the long 
months of anxious waiting that followed, 

o adv -1. [last, take, stay] (for) a great amount 
of time □ The meeting went on too long. □ Will 
they be away long? -2. used in questions 
about length of time o How much longer will 
you be? -3. phrases no longer not any more □ 
You're no longer welcome here. □ / can't listen to 
this any longer, m so long! goodbye! (informal 
use). 

o n the long and the short of it is that... a 
phrase used to quickly explain the main fact 
or result of a situation, especially a bad one 
□ The long and the short of it is that it's going to 
cost $700 to repair the damage, 

o vt to long to do sthg to want to do sthg 
very much □ / longed to tell them the truth. □ 
He's longing to hear from you. 

♦ as long as, so long as conj provided that □ 
/As long as you're happy I don't care what you do. 
° lon9 as you do exactly what I told you to 
everything will be fine. 

♦ before long adv soon □ He'll get bored before 
long, you'll see. □ Before long the room was full. 

♦ for long adv for a great amount of time □ 
She wasn't gone for very long. □ / can’t wait for 
much longer. 

♦ long for vt fus to long for sthg [for a chance, 
vacation, cigarette] to want sthg very much □ 
Jon s always longed for a family. □ We were all 
longing for him to leave. 

long, abbr of longitude. 

long-awaited [-a'weitad] adj [day, decision] that 
one has been waiting for for a long time. 

long-distance adj [runner, race, truck driver] that 
covers a long distance □ long-distance trips. 

long-distance call n a telephone call between 
people who are far apart. 

long division n a method of dividing one 
number by another in which each stage is 
written below the numbers. 

long-drawn-out adj [process, explanation] that 
lasts much longer than necessary □ After 
long-drawn-out negotiations they finally reached 
an agreement. 

long drink n a drink in a tall glass that con¬ 
tains little or no alcohol, 

longevity [lon'djevati] n long life. 

Longfellow ['logfelou], Henry Wadsworth 
(1807-1882) a US poet known for his long 
narrative poems. His work includes Miles 
Standish and The Song of Hiawatha. 

longhaired [.tog'heard] adj [person, animal] that 
has long hair. 

longhand ['Ioghaend] n writing that is written by 
hand using complete words and sentences. 

long-haul adj a long-haul flight a flight that 
covers a long distance, usually between con¬ 
tinents. 

longing ['togig] o adj a longing look a look 
that shows one wants somebody or some¬ 
thing very much, o „ a feeling one has 
when one wants something very much over 
a period of time □ She has a deep longing for 
freedom. □ He looked with longing at the cakes. 

longingly ['logigli] adv [look, think] see longing. 

Long Island an island in the Atlantic Ocean, 
off the coast of New York State, USA. It in¬ 
cludes the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, 

longitude ['lDnd3atiu;d] n a position on the 
Earth, or on a map, measured in degrees 
east or west of a line from the North Pole to 
the South Pole and passing through Green¬ 
wich in London. 
NOTE: Compare latitude. 

long johns nyl underpants with long legs that 
one wears to keep warm. 

long jump n an athletics contest in which 
people run up to a fixed point and then 
jump forward as far as possible. 

long-lasting adj [effect, material] that lasts for 
a long time □ These roses have beautiful long- 
lasting flowers. 

long-life adj [milk, battery] that can be used for 
a longer time than the ordinary type, 

long-lost adj [relative, object] that one has not 
seen for a long time □ He greeted her as if she 
was his long-lost sister. 

long-playing record l-'pleng-] « |_P. 

long-range adj -1. [missile, bomber] that can 
reach a target that is far away. -2. [plan, fore¬ 

cast] that covers a long period of time in the 
future. 

long-running adj [program, show, dispute] that 
has existed for a long time □ a long-running 
battle for supremacy. 

'ong-service leave n aus a period of time 
that somebody is allowed to spend away 
from work if they have worked at the same 
place tor several years. 

longshoreman ['lorjJbiUnan] (yl longshoremen 
[-man]) n us a person whose job is to load 
and unload ships at a dock. 

IO"9/,hot n something that somebody does 
that has very little chance of success □ Look, 
it s a long shot, but we might as well try it. 
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longsighted [.lDrj'saitad] adj -1. [person] who 
cannot see things clearly that are very near. 
-2. [person] who can see and be ready for fu¬ 

ture problems, needs etc. 

long-standing adj [disagreement, treaty) that 

has existed for a long time □ We have a long¬ 
standing arrangement with the suppliers. 

longsuffering blDg'sAfarir)] adj [person] who 

patiently accepts pain, difficulties, or bad 

treatment □ I'd like to thank my longsuffering 
family for all their support. 

long term n in the long term in the future 

that is not soon □ It looks like a good strategy, 
but will it work in the long term? 

♦ long-term adj [solution, effect! that lasts for 

a long time; [plan] that will take effect in the 

long term □ I think you need to consider the 
long-term implications of what you're doing. □ 
Have you any long-term plans? 

long vacation n the summer vacation, when 

schools and universities are closed, 

long wave n a range of radio waves that are 

more than 1,000 meters long □ They used to 
broadcast on long wave only. 
NOTE: Compare medium wave, short wave. 

longways ['logweiz] odv = lengthways. 

longwearing [.lDg'wearirj] adj us [material, piece 

of clothing] that lasts for a long time, even 

when used a lot. 

long weekend n a weekend when one does 
not work the Friday before or the Monday 

after. 
longwinded [.lDij'windad] adj [person, speech] 

that takes too long to say something and 

uses more words than necessary. 

loo [lu:] (pi loos) n GB a toilet (informal use). 

loofa(h) ['luifa] n a long, rough, dried part of a 

tropical fruit, used like a sponge for washing 

the body. 

look [luk] o vf to look one's age to appear to 

be the age one actually is □ She's not forty! 
Well, she certainly doesn't look her age. ■ to 
look one's best to appear as attractive as 

possible □ / want to look my best for the party, 
o excl look (here)! a phrase used to make the 

person one is talking to pay attention □ Look 
what he’s done now! □ Look, this is serious! 
on -1. to take or have a look at sthg to look 

at sthg, especially in order to check or repair 

it or to find out information □ Just take a look 
at these latest sales figures. □ That's a nasty cut 
you have on your knee: let me have a look at it. □ 
/ took one look at the car and decided I must 
have it. ■ to give sb a look to look at sb in a 

way that shows what one is feeling □ She 
gave me a sly/angry/reproachful look. -2. to have 
a look for sthg to search for sthg, especially 

quickly □ Would you mind having a look for my 
keys? -3. [of a person] the appearance of a 

person or thing o We want to give our offices a 
more modern look. □ / don't like the look of him 
much. ■ by or from the look of sthg judging 

by the appearance of sthg a By the look of 
those clouds, I'd say it's going to rain. □ From the 
look of things, I don't think they've won -4, [of a 

period] a particular fashion or style of dress □ 

It's the latest look. □ this season's hottest look, 
o vi -1. to turn one’s eyes in a particular di¬ 
rection in order to see something □ Don't 
look now, but my ex-husband has just walked in. 
-2. to search □ I've looked everywhere and I still 
can't find it. -3. to look out onto or over sthg 
(building, windowl to have a view of sthg □ 
The balcony looks out over the ocean. -4. [per¬ 

son, place, object] to have a particular appear¬ 
ance; to make a particular impression □ That 
cake looks delicious! □ You're looking very smart 
today. □ The house looked empty. ■ it looks like 
rain, it looks as if it's going to rain it seems 
likely that it will rain □ He looked as if he'd 
been drinking. ■ to look like sb to have the 
same appearance as sb □ She looks just like 
her sister. 

♦ looks npl a person’s attractive appearance □ 
Good looks aren't everything. □ Despite having 
had three children, Jane hadn't lost her looks. 

♦ look after vt fus -1. to look after sb to take 
care of sb who is very old, very young, or ill 
□ She can't look after herself any more. □ He 
stays at home and looks after the children. -2. to 
look after sthg [after money, a house, a garden] 

to be responsible for sthg □ Mr Wells looks af¬ 
ter our financial affairs. 

♦ look around o vt fus to look around a place 
[around a house, store, town] to walk around a 
place looking at the different parts of it □ I'm 
sick of looking around'museums, o vi to turn 
around and look at something that has at¬ 
tracted one’s attention □ Everyone looked 
around when she came in. 

♦ look at vt fus -1. to look at sb/sthg [at a per¬ 

son, view, object] to turn one’s head in the di¬ 
rection of sb/sthg in order to see it □ Look at 
me when I’m talking to you! -2. to look at sb/ 
sthg [at a drawing, report, patient] to examine 
sb/sthg carefully n We’re still looking at their 
proposal. □ When did you last have your teeth 
looked at? -3. to look at sthg [at life, an idea, 

situation] to have a particular attitude toward 
sthg □ / suppose that’s one way of looking at the 

problem. 
♦ look back vi to think or talk about the past 
□ Looking back on it, I was really immature. □ In 
tonight's program we'll be looking back over the 
year's events. ■ she's never looked back she s 
been successful ever since □ She made one 
film for Australian television and since then she's 

never looked back. 
♦ look down on vt fus to look down on sb to 

think that sb is not as good as oneself be¬ 
cause they are poorer, less educated, or 
have a lower social position □ There's no 
need to look down on her just because of the 

way she talks! 
♦ look for vt fus to look for sb/sthg to try to 

find sb/sthg that one wants or has lost □ I'm 
looking for Liz/the shoe department. □ Police are 
looking for three teenagers seen at the scene of 

the attack. 
♦ look forward to vt fus to look forward to 

sthg [to a vacation, event] to wait with a feel¬ 
ing of pleasure or excitement for sthg that is 
going to happen □ We're all looking forward to 
meeting him. □ I'm not looking forward to this at 
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all. o At least it'll give you something to look for¬ 
ward to. 

♦ look into vt fus to look into a situation [into 

a problem, crime] to examine a situation in or¬ 
der to find out more about it o Police are 
looking into possible causes of the accident. 

♦ look on o vt fus = look upon, o vi [by¬ 

stander, audience, crowd] to watch something 
without taking part in it or trying to prevent 
it □ Shoppers looked on in horror as fire swept 
through the building. 

♦ look out vi look out! a phrase used to warn 
somebody that they are in danger □ Look 
out, there's a car coming! 

♦ look out for vt fus to look out for sb/sthg 
[for a person, new product, suspect package] to 
try to notice sb/sthg, especially while one is 
doing something else □ These tomatoes will be 
available soon, so look out for them at your local 
supermarket. 

♦ look round vi = look around. 

♦ look through vt fus to look through sthg 
[through a report, magazine, wardrobe] to exam¬ 
ine sthg in order to find what one is search¬ 
ing for d I've looked through my files but I can't 
find the letter. 

♦ look to vt fus to look to sb for sthg [for help, 

guidance, inspiration] to expect sb to provide 
sthg that is needed □ I've always looked to my 
family for support when things were going badly 
for me. 

♦ look up o vt sep -1. to look sthg up [mean¬ 

ing, word, fact] to find out sthg by looking for 
it in a book □ If you don t know what it means, 
look it up in the dictionary. -2. to look sb up to 
visit sb when one has to go to the area 
where they live for another reason □ Don't 
forget to look me up next time you're passing 
through Little Rock, o vi things are looking up 
the situation is getting better (informal use). 

♦ look upon vt fus to look upon sb/sthg to 
think of sb/sthg in a particular way □ I've al¬ 
ways looked upon my home as an investment. 

♦ look up to vt fus to look up to sb to feel ad¬ 
miration and respect for sb o / always looked 
up to him because he was my big brother. 

look-alike n a person who looks like some¬ 
body else in particular □ a Bill Clinton look- 
alike. 

look-in n to get a look-in to get a chance to do 
something that somebody else is doing □ 
She talks so much that I never usually get a look- 
in. 

lookout flukaut] n -1. a place, usually high 
up, where somebody can look out, e.g. for 
an enemy approaching; a person who looks 
out, e.g. for an enemy approaching □ She 
asked me to act as lookout in case they arrived 
early. -2. to be on the lookout for sb/sthg [for a 

job, opportunity, criminal] to be looking for sb/ 
sthg □ We're always on the lookout for people 
with new ideas. □ Keep a lookout for the new 
version of the software. 

look-up table n a table of the results of par¬ 
ticular calculations that is stored in a com¬ 
puter’s memory so that one can find it 

quickly without the need to calculate a re¬ 
sult each time. 

loom [lu;m] o n a machine that is used to 

make cloth by weaving threads together, 

o vi -1. [building, figure] to appear in a way 

that is frightening or impressive, by being 

tall and difficult to see clearly □ The moun¬ 
tains loomed high above the city. -2. [threat, pros¬ 

pect, crisis] to seem likely to come soon; 

[date, day] to become more threatening as 

the time comes closer □ As the deadline 
loomed closer, everyone began to panic. -3. to 
loom large [factor, problem, idea] to be or be¬ 

come important p It's a question that looms 
large in everyone's minds right now. 

♦ loom up vi [building, figure] = loom. 

looming ['lurmir)] odj a looming threat/crisis 
etc a threat/crisis etc that seems likely to 
happen soon. 

loony [iu:m] (compar loonier, super! looniest, pi 

loonies)(informal use) o adj [person, act, id'ea] 
crazy. On a crazy person. 

loop [lu:p] o n -1. [of string, wire] a curved 

shape, especially a complete circle, formed 

in something long, e.g. a line or a piece of 

string. -2. medicine a contraceptive device 

shaped like a loop that is used inside the 

womb. -3. computing a set of instructions in 

a program that are repeated a number of 

times, o vt [string, rope] to make <sthg> into 

a loop □ The rope was looped around his body, 
o vi [string, rope] The road loops around to join 
the freeway. 

loophole [imphoul] n a mistake in the way a 

law or regulation has been designed or put 

into words that allows people to avoid 
obeying it. 

loose [lu:s] o adj -1. [tooth, wire] that is not 
completely attached to something; [knot, 

bow] that can be undone easily □ The door 
handle had come loose. -2. [stamps, candy, nails] 

that is not sold together in bags, packets etc 
“««d amounts, so that customers can de¬ 
cide how many or how much to buy □ Do 
you sell apples loose or just in packs? -3. [jacket, 

shirt] that does not feel tight when it is worn 
□ These shoes are too loose. -4. [animal] that is 
tree and is not tied by a rope, kept in a cage 
etc □ He let the dog loose as they entered the 
park. -5. [hair] that is allowed to hang down 
and is not held in a fixed position on the 
head □ She usually wears her hair loose. -6. 
[woman] who has many sexual partners- 
[living, morals] that does not follow what so¬ 
ciety considers acceptable in sexual behavior 
(disapproving and old-fashioned use). -7. [trans¬ 

lation, definition] that gives the general mean¬ 
ing of something but is not precise □ a loose 
approximation of the truth. -8. [association, struc¬ 

ture] that is not very strictly controlled □ We 
made a very loose arrangement to meet tonight. 
-9. to stay or hang loose to stay calm and re¬ 

laxed (informal use) □ Just hang loose and every¬ 
thing will be OK. 

n °n jhe. ,oose (Prisoner, wild animal] that is 
tree and has escaped from somebody or 
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somewhere □ A convicted murderer is on the 
loose in downtown Detroit. 

loose change « money in the form of coins 
that somebody has in their pocket, purse 
etc. 

loose end n part of a story or situation, e.g. a 
novel, movie, or police investigation, that 
has not been explained. ■ to tie up the loose 
ends to deal with the last parts of some¬ 
thing, so that it is complete. ■ to be at loose 
ends US, to be at a loose end GB to have 
nothing to do. 

loose-fitting adj (jacket, shirt] = loose, 

loose-leaf binder n a hard cover containing 
pages that can be removed and replaced, 

loosely ['lu:sli] adv [connect, tie, translate] see 
loose □ Loosely translated, that means "no!" 

loosen fluisn] o vf [knot, grip, screw] to make 
<sthg> looser, o vi [knot, grip, screw] One of 
the bolts had loosened during the flight. 

♦ loosen up vi -1. sport to exercise and 
stretch one’s body to relax one’s muscles 
before serious exercise or before taking part 
in a sport. -2. to relax (informal use) □ Have a 
drink — it'll help you to loosen up. 

loot [lu:t] o n stolen money or goods, o vt 
[house, shop, town] to steal things from <a 
building or place> during or after a battle or 
riot. 

looter [’lu:tar] « a person who loots a place, 

looting ['luitirj] n [of a house, shop, town] see 
loot □ There are reports of looting and riots. 

lop [lDp] (yt & yy lopped, cont lopping) vt to 
cut some branches off <a tree>. 

♦ lop off vt sey to lop sthg off [branch, limbi to 
cut sthg off the thing it is attached to. 

lope [loop] vi to run with long relaxed strides, 

lop-sided [-'saidad] adj -1. [table, grin, posture] 
that has one side bigger, higher, or heavier 
than the other. -2. [account, explanation] that 
is not true or fair because it only gives one 
point of view. 

lord [b;rd] o n a man of high rank in the Brit¬ 
ish nobility, o vt to lord it over sb to behave 
in a superior way toward sb, especially by 
giving them orders. 

♦ Lord « -1. the Lord God. ■ good Lord! GB a 
phrase used to show that one is surprised or 
impressed. -2. a word used as a title □ Lord 
Smith, m my Lord a form of address used to 
show respect to a judge, bishop, or nobleman. 

♦ Lords nyl = House of Lords. 

Lord Advocate « the Lord Advocate the head 
of the legal system in Scotland. 

Lord Chancellor u the Lord Chancellor the 
head of the legal system in England and 
Wales, who is also a government minister 
and is in charge of debates in the House of 

Lords. 
Lord Chief Justice « the Lord Chief Justice 

the head of the Queen’s Bench Division in 
England and Wales, and President of the 

Court of Appeal. 

lordly ['lo:rdli] (comyar lordlier, suyerl lordliest) 
adj -1. [behavior, feast] that is noble and im¬ 

pressive. -2. [manner, gesture] that is arrogant 
(disapproving use). 

Lord Mayor tt a title given to the mayor of 
London and some other British cities. 

Lords n a cricket ground in north London. It 
is the headquarters of the MCC. 

Lordship ['b:rdjip] n your/his Lordship a form 
of address used to show respect to a judge, 
bishop, or nobleman. 

Lord's Prayer tt the Lord's Prayer an impor¬ 
tant Christian prayer. 

lore [b:r] « the knowledge, stories, and tradi¬ 
tions of a particular group of people □ an¬ 
cient Celtic lore. 

lorry [’Ion] (yl lorries) n GB a large motor vehi¬ 
cle, used for transporting goods. 

lorry driver n GB a person whose job is to 
drive trucks. 

Los Angeles [bs'aendssbs] a city in southern 
California, USA, on the Pacific Ocean, popu¬ 

lation: 3,485,398. 

lose [lu:z] (yt & yy lost) o vf -1. [key, hat, wal¬ 

let] not to have <sthg> any more because 
one cannot find it or get it □ I’ve lost my um¬ 
brella again. -2. [friend, job, memory] to fail to 
keep <sb/sthg that one had before> □ He 
lost his balance and fell off the ladder. □ / lost 
contact with her. □ They are losing interest in the 
project. □ The plane began to lose altitude. ■ to 
lose sight of sb/sthg [of an enemy, vehicle, port] 

to no longer be able to see sb/sthg; [of an 

aim, ideal] to become confused and forget 
about sthg □ We can't lose sight of the fact that 
people have been hurt. -3. [friend, relative] to no 
longer have <sb> because they have died □ 
He lost his mother last year. -4. [game, contract, 

election] not to win <sthg> because some¬ 
body else has won it o We lost the contract to 
a German company. □ / think I lost my bet. -5. 
[opportunity, time] to waste <sthg> □ Their 
opponents lost no time in condemning the move. 
-6. [money] to spend more of <sthg> than 
one earns □ We lost a lot of money on that deal. 
-7. to lose time [watch, clock] to work too 
slowly □ My watch loses thirty seconds a day. 
-8. [heat, weight] to have less of <sthg> than 
one had before o He lost about nine pounds in 
a week. -9. to lose one's way to become lost 
when one is trying to go somewhere □ / 
managed to lose my way in the New York sub¬ 
way system. -10. [pursuer, police] to escape 
from <sb> and leave them behind or out of 
sight □ If you drive faster we might be able to 

lose him. 
o vi [competitor, team, candidate] England lost to 

Italy in the final. 
♦ lose out vi -1. to be unsuccessful □ Will the 

Americans lose out to the Japanese in comput¬ 
ers? -2. to lose money □ We lost out on the 

deal. 

loser ['Iu:z3r] n -1. [of a game, competition] a 
person or team that has lost. ■ to be a 
good/bad loser to accept that one has lost 
and remain friendly/to dislike losing and be¬ 
come unfriendly. -2. a person who never 
succeeds in anything (disapproving use). 



losing 626 

losing ['luizirj] adj [team, party] that is losing or 
has just lost something, e.g. a game or elec¬ 
tion. 

loss [Ids] n -1. [of interest, one's purse, memory] 
see lose □ Have you reported the loss to the po¬ 
lice? □ He would be no great loss to the firm. □ 
The company announced losses of ten million dol¬ 
lars. ■ to make a loss to lose money □ We 
made a 10% loss on the deal. ■ to cut one's 
losses to stop doing something that is put¬ 
ting one in a bad situation, in order to stop 
the situation from getting worse □ We decid¬ 
ed to cut our losses and sell the business. -2. [of 
a relative, friend] death □ After the loss of his 
wife he just wasn't the same person. □ Fortunate¬ 
ly, there was no loss of life. □ They inflicted 
heavy losses on the enemy. -3. [of a game, com¬ 
petition] a failure to win something. -4. [of 
weight, heat] a reduction in something. 
-5. phrase to be at a loss not to know what 
to do, think, or say □ She was at a loss to ex¬ 
plain why she'd done it. □ What can I say to 
thank you? I'm at a complete loss for words. 

loss adjuster [-od3Astar] n GB a person in an 

insurance company whose job is to calculate 

the value of people’s claims and the amount 

of compensation to be paid. 

loss leader n something sold at a very low 
price in order to attract customers into a 
store. 

lost [lost] o past tense dl past participle of lose, 
o adj -1. [person] who does not know where 
they are and is unable to find their way □ / 
got lost on my way to their new offices. ■ get 
lost! go away! (informal use). -2. [cat, wallet] 

that cannot be found. -3. [opportunity] that is 
wasted. ■ to be lost on sb (advice, warning, re¬ 

mark] not to be noticed or understood by sb 
□ The finer points of Shakespeare are lost on my 
students, unfortunately. 

lost-and-found office n US an office where 

lost property is stored and can be claimed 

back by those who have lost it. 

lost cause « something, e.g. a plan or idea, 
that has no chance of succeeding. 

Lost Generation n the Lost Generation the 
generation of Americans between the two 
World Wars, especially the writers of the 
period, e.g. F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest 
Hemingway, and Gertrude Stein. 

lost property n things that have been lost, 
usually in a public place, e.g. a railroad sta¬ 
tion □ an item of lost property. 

lost property office n gb = lost-and-found of¬ 
fice. 

lot [lot] n -1. a lot of sthg a large amount of 
sthg □ We've had a lot of publicity for the new 
series. □ There’s not a lot of time left, m a lot of 
people a large number of people □ A lot of 
customers have written in to complain. -2. used 
to refer to a group of things or people □ Put 
all this lot away in the cupboard. □ There's anoth¬ 
er lot of guests arriving tomorrow. -3. the lot the 
entire amount of money, objects etc □ He 
won $500 and spent the lot. □ "Can I have some 
of your old furniture?" — "Take the lot." -4. [at 

an auction] one of the objects or group of ob¬ 

jects being sold at an auction □ Lot 245, a fine 
old Victorian sideboard. -5. [of land] a small 
piece of land that is available for sale. -6. 
one's lot the kind of life one has □ He was 
anxious to improve his lot. -7. phrase to draw 
lots to each take a piece of paper, one of 
which has a hidden mark on it that will de¬ 
cide whether one is chosen to do something 
or not □ We drew lots to decide who would lead 
the team. 

♦ lots npl lots of people/things a lot of 
people/things (informal use) □ / want a cake 
with lots of cream on it. 

♦ a lot o adv -1. very much □ / like her a lot. □ 
He's feeling a lot better now. -2. often □ We see 
each other a lot. □ The baby cries a lot. o pron a 
large amount □ There's a lot we can do to help. 
□ There's not a lot I can say, really. 

loth [louG] adj = loath. 

Lothario [US lou'Geriou, GB la'Gairiou] a man 
who seduces many women. 

lotion [ioufn] n a liquid used for cleaning, 
treating, or protecting the skin or hair □ 
body/hand lotion. 

lottery [intan] {pi lotteries) tt -1. a competi¬ 
tion in which many people buy tickets with 
numbers on them, some of the numbers are 
later chosen at random, and the holders of 
those tickets win prizes □ / can't believe it — 
she's won the lottery! -2. any system or situa¬ 
tion that depends on luck □ Getting a job is a 
complete lottery these days. 

Lotto™ [iDtou] « the Australian state lottery. 

lotus [ioutas] (pi lotuses) n a white or pink 
flower with large flat leaves that grows on 
the surface of lakes in Asia and Africa. 

lotus position n a yoga position in which a 
person sits with their legs crossed and their 
feet resting on their thighs. 

loud [laud] o adj -1. [voice, bang, music] that 
produces a high level of sound. -2. to be 
loud in sthg [in one's criticism, support] to 
strongly and repeatedly express sthg □ The 
Democrats were loud in their condemnation of 
the proposed cuts. -3. [color, clothes] that is too 
bright. -4. [person] who talks a lot, especially 
in a vulgar or offensive way (disapproving 
use), o adv [shout, speak, play music] The radio 
was turned up loud. □ Receiving you loud and 
clear, flight 101. • out loud [think, laugh, say] in 
a voice that can be heard by others □ Will 
you read it out loud for us? 

loudhailer [.laud'heila1] « gb a device shaped 

like a bell that makes one’s voice louder 

when it is held in front of one’s mouth and 

is used to talk to a crowd of people. 

loudly ['laodli] adv [shout, complain] = loud. 

loudmouth ['laudmaoG, pi -maodz] n a person 
who talks too much, usually in an unpleas¬ 
ant way (informal use). 

loudspeaker [.laud'spuksy] n a device, often 
contained in a separate box, that is connect¬ 
ed to a radio, hi-fi system etc and produces 
sound from electrical signals. 

lough [lDk] n in Ireland, a lake. 

Louis XIV [.lundofoir'thne] (1638-1715) King 
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of France from 1643 to 1715. He built the 
palace of Versailles, and was called the Sun 
King. 

Louis XV [.lunda'fif'ti:n0] (1710-1774) King of 
France from 1715 to 1774. 

Louis XVI [.luiidasiks'tiinG] (1754-1793) King 
of France from 1774 to 1792. He was killed 
on the guillotine during the French Revolu¬ 
tion. 

Louisiana [lu.iizi'aens] a state in the southern 
USA, on the Gulf of Mexico, abbreviation: 

LA. size: 125,674 sq kms. population: 

4,219,973 (Louisianans, Louisianians), capital: 

Baton Rouge, main city: New Orleans. 

Louisiana Purchase n Louisiana Purchase a 
piece of land in central North America that 
was bought by the USA from Napoleon in 
1803. This purchase doubled the size of the 
USA. 

lounge [laond3] o « -l. [in a house] = living 
room. -2. [in an airport, hotel] a public room 
for sitting and relaxing in. -3. GB = lounge 
bar. o vi to sit, stand, or lean in a lazy or re¬ 
laxed way. 

♦ lounge about, lounge around vi to spend 
time in a lazy or relaxed way without doing 
anything useful □ We spent the afternoon 
lounging around in front of the TV. 

lounge bar n GB a bar in a pub or hotel 

where the furniture is more comfortable 

than in the other bars. 

lounge lizard n a man who dresses well and 
spends a lot of time at parties, bars etc in 
order that other people will think he is at¬ 
tractive and interesting (disapproving use). 

lounge suit n GB a man’s suit that is worn at 

work rather than at a formal occasion. 

Lourdes [loard] a town in southwestern 
France, and an important pilgrimage center for 
Catholics. Many sick people go there because 
they believe that the water there can cure 
them. 

louse [laus] {pi sense 1 lice, pi sense Z louses) n 
-1. an insect that has no wings, lives on the 
skin or hair of people or animals, and sucks 
their blood. -2. an unpleasant person (infor¬ 
mal use). 

♦ louse up vt sep to louse sthg up US to spoil 

sthg (informal use). 

lousy [’lauzi] (compar lousier, superl lousiest) 
ad] (informal use) -1. [performance, quality, 

weather] very bad □ I've had a really lousy day 
today. -2. to feel lousy to feel very ill □ All 
those cocktails made me feel lousy the next day. 

lout [laot] n a rude and aggressive man or 

boy. 
louver US, louvre gb ['lu:v3r] « a door or win¬ 

dow that contains several flat pieces of 
wood or glass with gaps between them to 
allow air into a room □ a louver window/door/ 

shutter. 
lovable [’Uvabl] odj [person] who is very pleas¬ 

ant and is easy to like a lot. 

love [Iav] on-1. [for a child, one's parents, coun¬ 

try] a strong feeling one has about somebody 
or something that one likes and cares about 

very much □ his love for his grandfather □ my 
love of France/Chinese food. ■ give her my love 
tell her that I am thinking of her in a warm 
and friendly way. ■ love from... an affection¬ 
ate way of ending a letter. ■ a love-hate rela¬ 
tionship a relationship in which one some¬ 
times likes or loves, and sometimes dislikes, 
something or somebody else. -2. [for a man, 
woman] a strong liking and sexual attraction 
for somebody. ■ to be in love to feel roman¬ 
tic or sexual love for somebody □ He's in love 
with Patricia. □ They were deeply in love. ■ to fall 
in love to start being in love □ He fell in love 
with her. □ They fell in love while on vacation. ■ 
to make love to have sex □ / want to make 
love with you. -3. [person] a person that one 
loves □ He's the love of her life. -4. [thing] 
something that one likes very much □ Opera 
is a great love of mine. -5. GB an affectionate 
word used when talking to somebody (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Do you want anything else, love? 
-6. tennis a score that is zero □ Cass is win¬ 
ning 40-love. 
o vt -1. [person, family, country] to feel love 
for <sb/sthg> □ / love you. -2. [music, football, 

food] to like and enjoy <sthg> very much □ / 
love your dress. □ He loves traveling or to travel. 
□ "Can you come?" — "I'd love to." 

love affair n a sexual relationship that some¬ 
body has with somebody else, 

lovebite 1'lAvbait] « a small bruise on some¬ 
body's skin, caused by somebody biting or 
sucking it affectionately, 

loveless [’twigs] adj [marriage, relationship] in 
which there is no love. 

love letter n a letter expressing feelings of 
sexual love for somebody, 

love life n the part of somebody’s life that in¬ 
volves their sexual relationships □ How's your 
love life these days? 

lovely ['IavIi] (compar lovelier, superl loveliest) 
adj -1. [girl, dress, place] that is beautiful to 
look at □ You look lovely in that skirt. -2. [meal, 
day, surprise] that brings one pleasure □ We 
had a lovely time in Spain. -3. [person] who is 
very pleasant □ What a lovely man! 

lovemaking ['Uvmeikir)] n the activity of hav¬ 
ing sex with one’s lover, 

lover ['IavsT n -1. [of a person] a person one 
has a sexual relationship with □ He's in Mexi¬ 
co with his lover. -2. [of literature, art, music] 
somebody who is very interested in or fond 
of something □ the magazine for opera lovers 
everywhere. 

lovesick ['lAvsik] adj [poet, youth] who is un¬ 
happy because the person they love is not 
with them or does not feel love for them, 

love song n a song with words that express 
feelings of sexual love. 

love story n a movie, book, or play about 
people who feel sexual love for each other, 

loving ['Uvir)] adj [relationship, husband, look] 
that shows love □ He was very loving toward 

her. □ loving care. 

lovingly ['lAvirjli] adv [look, stroke, handle] see 
loving □ Jim was gazing lovingly at his new car. 



low 628 

low [lou] o adj -1. [wall, table, hill] the top of 
which is not far above the ground; [ceiling, 

shelf, cloud] that is not high above the 
ground □ The seat's too low for me. □ a low 
bridge □ The level of the river water is very low. 
-2. [number, rank, priority] that is near the bot¬ 
tom of a scale □ The temperature is in the low 
80s. □ Cook 'over a low heat. □ low-level radiation. 
-3. [price, income] that is small in value; [sup¬ 

plies, stocks] that are small in amount □ low 
economic growth □ You'll find our prices much 
lower than you think. □ Our fuel reserves are low 
at the moment, ■ to be low on sthg [on food, 

fuel] to have only a small amount left of 
sthg □ We're running low on milk. -4. [quality, 

standard] that is not good o Their level of at¬ 
tainment is lower than ever. □ low-grade meat. 
-5. [opinion] that is not favorable □ He's al¬ 
ways had a very low opinion of my abilities. 
-6. [volume, moan] that is not loud □ They 
spoke in a low whisper. -7. [note] that is deep □ 
He has a deep, low voice. □ a low, rumbling 
noise. -8. [light] that is not bright □ soft, low 
lighting. -9. [dress, neckline] that shows a lot 
of a woman’s neck and breasts. -10. [person] 

who feels ill or unhappy □ She's been feeling 
pretty low since the divorce. -11. [trick, behavior] 

that is not fair or honest □ That was a pretty 
low thing to do! 

o adv -1. [bend, bow, aim] near the ground □ 
The plane flew low over the town. □ Can't you 
bend any lower? -2. [sink, fall] at or to a low 
level □ The value of the house has plunged even 
lower. □ Stocks are running low. a Turn the heat 
down lower. -3. [stoop] to a level of behavior 
that is not good or honorable □ / would never 
sink that low. 

o « -1. a low point □ Sales have reached an 
all-time low. -2. weather an area of low air 
pressure. 

low-alcohol adj [beer, wine] that contains less 
alcohol than normal. 

low beams npl car headlights that point 
downward rather than straight ahead. 

lowbrow [’loubrau] adj [novel, culture, taste] 
that is not intellectual or serious. 

low-calorie adj [food, diet] that contains fewer 
calories than normal and so it is less fatten¬ 
ing. 

Low Church adj that belongs to the part of 
the Church of England in which studying 
the Bible is more important than religious 
ceremonies. 

Low Countries: the Low Countries a region in 
Europe that includes the Netherlands, Bel¬ 
gium, and sometimes Luxembourg. 

low-cut adj [dress, blouse] that shows a lot of 
a woman’s neck and breasts. 

lowdown [ loudaun] n to give sb the lowdown 
on sthg to give sb important information 
about sthg (informal use). 

low-down adj [trick, person] that one thinks is 
not fair or honest (informal use). 

lower1 ['louar] o adj -1. [lip, edge, floor] that is 
below another thing of the same type □ You 
can sleep in. the lower bunk. -2. [region, level, 
leg] that is in the bottom part of something 

□ I've hurt my lower back, o vt -1. [flag, glass, 

one’s head] to move <sthg> slowly from a 

high position to a low one □ They lowered the 
piano onto the platform. -2. [price, level, resist¬ 

ance] to reduce the amount, degree etc of 

<sthg> □ It might help to lower the volume. 
-3. to lower one's eyes or gaze to move one's 

eyes or gaze so that one is looking down¬ 

ward. -4. to lower one's voice to talk more 

quiedy. 

lower2 ['laoar] vt -1. [sky, cloud] to be dark. -2. 

to lower at sb to look at sb in an angry way. 

Lower Chamber [,lou3r-] n politics the larger 

and more powerful law-making part of a gov¬ 

ernment that is divided into two chambers, 

lower class [,lou3r-] n the lower class, the low¬ 
er classes the lowest social group in society 

□ His family came from the lower classes. □ a 
lower-class district. 

Lower House [,lou3r-] n = Lower Chamber, 

lowest common denominator [.lousst-] « the 
lowest common denominator the lowest 
number that all the bottom numbers of a set 
of fractions can be divided into, 

low-fat adj [milk, cheese, yogurt] that does not 
contain much fat. 

low-flying adj [aircraft] that is flying close to 
the ground. 

low frequency n a kind of radio frequency, 

low gear n any of the first gears of a car, 
truck etc that is used for slow speeds □ I was 
driving in low gear. 

low-key adj [announcement, celebration, visit] 

that is designed not to attract much atten¬ 
tion □ It was a very low-key event - just us and a 
few guests. 

Lowlands ['loulsndz]: the Lowlands the central 
and southern parts of Scotland, 

low-level language n a kind of language 
used in computer programming in which 
each instruction corresponds to a code, 

low life n the people in a place who are in¬ 
volved in crime, violence, or other unpleas¬ 
ant activities □ a member of LA's low life □ a 
low-life character. 

low-loader [-'loudsti n a vehicle used for 
transporting heavy goods by road or railroad 
that is low so that things can be loaded and 
unloaded easily. 

lowly flouli] (compar lowlier, super! lowliest) 
adj [person, job] that is low in position, 

low-lying adj [land, area] that is not much 
higher than the level of the sea; [cloud, mist] 
that is lower than is usual. 

Low Mass n a mass in the Catholic Church 
that is simple, and spoken rather than sung, 

low-necked [- nekt] adj = low-cut. 

low-paid adj [job, employee] that is paid a 

small amount of money □ This kind of work is 
usually low-paid. 

low-rise adj [building] that has only a few sto¬ 
nes □ a low-rise apartment block. 

Lowry [’laun], L. S. (1887-1976) a British art- 

lst 7° Pointed industrial landscapes with 
simplified human figures. 
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low season n the time of year when hotels, 
resorts etc are least busy and prices are low¬ 
est □ We went there during the low season. 
NOTE: Compare high season, 

low tide rt the time when the ocean is far¬ 
thest away from the shore □ The beach is cov¬ 
ered in shells at low tide. 
NOTE: Compare high tide, 

loyal [Toial] adj [friend, supporter, servant] who 
continues to give their support or friendship 
to somebody, even in difficult times □ She's 
been very loyal to me. 

loyalist ['bialast] n a person who continues to 
support their leader or government when 
other people want to change the system. 

♦ Loyalist n politics a Northern Irish Protest¬ 
ant who wants Ulster to remain part of Brit¬ 
ain. 

loyalty [ioialti] (pi loyalties) « [to a friend, coun¬ 

try, family] see loyal □ The troops have a great 
sense of loyalty to their leaders. 

lox [Inks] n smoked salmon, 

lozenge ['k)zind3] n -1. a candy containing 
medicine that is kept in the mouth until it 
dissolves □ throat/cough lozenges. -2. a shape 
(()), with four straight sides, two wide an¬ 
gles opposite each other, and two sharp an¬ 
gles. 

LP (abbr of long-playing record) n a record that 
turns at 33 times a minute. 

L-plate n in Britain and Australia, a square 
white plate with a red “L” on it that must 
be attached to the front and back of a car to 
show that the driver is a learner. 

LPG n abbr of liquified petroleum gas. 

LPN (abbr of licensed practical nurse) n a US 
nursing qualification that requires two years’ 
training; a person who has this qualification. 
NOTE: Compare RPN. 

LRAM (abbr of Licentiate of the Royal Academy 
of Music) « a title given to members of the 
Royal Academy of Music, an important col¬ 
lege in London. 

LSAT ['elsaet] (abbr of Law School Admissions 
Test) n the LSAT a national test taken by 
students in order to enter a law school in 
the USA. 

LSD (abbr of lysergic acid diethylamide) n an il¬ 
legal drug that causes people to feel and see 
imaginary things. 

LSD, L.S.D. (abbr of pounds, shillings and 
pence - librae, solidi, denarii) « a term used 
for money in Britain until 1971. 

LSE (abbr of London School of Economics) n 

the LSE a college of London University that 
teaches economics and politics. 

Lt. abbr of lieutenant. 

LT (abbr of low-tension) adj that carries or uses 
low-voltage electricity. 

Ltd, ltd (abbr of limited) a word written after 
a company name to show that it is a limited 
liability company □ Smith and Sons, Ltd. 

lubricant [’luibrikant] n a greasy substance 
used to lubricate machines, engines etc. 

lubricate ['luibrikeit] vt [engine, machine] to 

cover <sthg> with a greasy substance so 
that it works without rubbing or sticking. 

lubrication [.luibn'keij'n] n: see lubricate □ The 
pistons need lubrication from time to time. 

lucid ['luisid] adj -1. [account, explanation] that is 
clear and so easy to understand. -2. 
[person] who can think clearly and is not 
confused by illness, drugs etc □ She remained 
lucid throughout the interrogation. 

lucidly ['luisidli] adv [talk, explain] see lucid □ She 
argued lucidly in favor of joining. 

Lucifer ['lu:sif3r] a name for the Devil. 

luck [Uk] n good or bad events that happen to 
one that cannot be controlled and depend 
on chance □ Luck was on our side. □ Wish me 
luck! □ That was a piece of luck! ■ good/bad 

luck something good/bad that happens by 
chance □ / hope you have better luck than me. □ 
They seem to have nothing but bad luck. ■ good 

luck! a phrase used to wish somebody suc¬ 
cess □ Good luck with the exam/at the dentist! ■ 
bad or hard luck! GB a phrase used to show 
sympathy to somebody after something bad 
has happened to them □ "We lost." — "Oh, 
bad luck!" ■ to be in luck to have good luck □ 
We were in luck, a bus came immediately. ■ to 

try one's luck at sthg to try sthg, especially if 
it is new or different □ We had terrible weath¬ 
er in Spain last year, so we thought we'd try our 
luck in Florida. ■ with (any) luck a phrase used 
to show that one hopes a particular thing 
will happen or be correct □ He won't even no¬ 
tice the difference, with any luck. 

♦ luck out vi to have unexpected success (in¬ 
formal use). 

luckily [’lAkali] adv a word used to say that it 
is fortunate that something happened or is 
true, because otherwise the situation would 
have been bad, or worse □ Luckily for me, no¬ 
body noticed, a Luckily it had stopped raining. 

luckless ['Uklas] adj [person] who does not 
have good luck. 

lucky flAki] (compar luckier, super I luckiest) ad] 
-1. [person] who has good luck; [guess, es¬ 

cape, coincidence] that is the result of good 
luck □ You lucky guy! □ He's lucky to be alive. □ 
It was a lucky find. -2. [number, color] that 
somebody believes will bring them good 
luck □ I'm wearing my lucky dress. 

lucky charm « a small object that one carries 
or wears because one believes it will bring 
good luck or protection. 

lucky dip n GB a container, filled with small 
prizes, that children put their hands into 
and pick a prize out of without looking in¬ 

side. 

lucrative [’luikrativ] adj [business, deal] that 
earns a lot of money □ We've just signed a 

very lucrative deal with Cohen Bros. 

Luddite ['Lvdait] « -1. a member of a group of 
British workers in the early 19th century 
who destroyed industrial machinery because 
they thought it would cause unemployment. 
-2. a person who is against new technology. 

ludicrous ['luidikrss] ad] [decision, appearance, 
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idea] that one thinks is extremely foolish □ 
You look ludicrous in that hat! 

ludo [iuidou] n GB a simple game played on a 

board with flat pieces of colored plastic, 

lug [Ug] (yt & yy lugged, cont lugging) vt [suit¬ 

case, shopping, package] to pull or carry <sthg 

heavy>, using a lot of effort (informal use) □ 
I've been lugging those books all over town. 

luggage ['lAgid3l n a collective term for the 

suitcases, bags, boxes etc that one takes on 

a trip □ How many pieces of luggage are you 
checking in? □ / haven't got much luggage. 

luggage rack n the shelf in a train or bus 

where luggage can be placed, 

luggage van « GB a special railroad car in 

which luggage is carried, 

lugubrious [la'guibriss] adj [person, music, look] 

that is sad and serious (formal use), 

lukewarm ['lu;kwo:rm] adj -1. [water, soup] that 

is only slighdy warm. -2. [welcome, response] 

that does not show much enthusiasm or in¬ 

terest □ He was pretty lukewarm about the idea. 

lull [IaI] o n [in fighting, a conversation] a short 

period of quiet □ There was a brief lull in the 
discussion, m the lull before the storm a short 

calm period that comes before something 

unpleasant starts to happen, o vt -1. to lull 

sb to sleep to make sb fall asleep gradually □ 
The sound of her voice lulled me to sleep. -2. to 

lull sb into a false sense of security to make 

sb feel calm and happy about something 

when they should really be worried □ We al¬ 
lowed ourselves to be lulled into a false sense of 
security. 

lullaby ['Ulabai] (yl lullabies) n a slow quiet 
song sung to babies and children to make 
them go to sleep. 

lumbago [lAm'beigou] n pain in one’s lower 
back. 

lumber ['lAmb3r] o n us wood used for build¬ 
ing. o vi [person, bus, elephant] to move in a 
slow awkward way. o vt to be lumbered 
with sthg [with a job, responsibility] to have to 
deal with sthg difficult or boring that some¬ 
body else does not want to deal with □ /is 
usual, I got lumbered with the kids/cleaning. 

lumbering ['Umbarig] adj [person, bus, elephant] 
that moves in a slow awkward way. 

lumberjack [iAmb3rd3£ek] n a person whose 
job is to cut down trees. 

lumbermill ['Umbstml] n a factory that cuts 
trees into lumber. 

lumberyard [iAmb3rja:rd] n a place where 
wood for building is stored and sold. 

luminous [iuiminss] adj [paint, dial] that glows 
in the dark. 

lump [Lvmp] o « -1. [of earth, coal, cheese] a 
solid piece of something of any size or 
shape □ huge lumps of rock □ / found some 
lumps in the sauce. -2. [in one's breast, on one's 

head] a hard swollen place on one’s body. 
-3. a lump (of sugar) a small cube of sugar 
put in coffee or tea □ How many lumps of sug¬ 
ar do you take? o vt to lump people/things to¬ 
gether to treat different people/things as all 

the same □ You can't just lump them all together 
in one category. 

lumpectomy [.lAmp'ektami] (yl lumpectomies) 
n an operation to remove a cancerous lump 
from a woman’s breast, 

lump sum n an amount of money that is paid 
all at once, not in several payments □ The 
first prize is a lump sum of $200,000. 

lumpy ['lAmpi] (comyar lumpier, suyerl lumpi¬ 
est) adj [sauce, mattress] that has lumps in it. 

lunacy f'luinssi] n crazy behavior □ It would be 
complete lunacy to go out in this storm. 

lunar ['lu:n3r] adj [month, rock, eclipse] that is 
connected with the moon, 

lunatic ['luinstik] (disapproving use) o adj [idea, 
behavior, plan] that is very foolish. On a per¬ 
son who behaves in a very foolish way. □ 
Have you seen the way he drives? He's a com¬ 
plete lunatic! 

lunatic asylum n a hospital where people 
with mental illnesses are kept (old-fashioned 
use). 

lunatic fringe n GB the members of a political 
party or group who have the most extreme 
ideas (disapproving use). 

lunch [lAntJ] o « the meal eaten in the middle 
of the day □ a business/working lunch □ I'm 
meeting them for lunch, o vi to have lunch □ 
I'm lunching with my aunt today. 

lunch box n a box that children carry their 
lunch to school in. 

luncheon [iAntJsn] n lunch (formal use), 

luncheon meat n small pieces of meat mixed 
with grain, pressed into a block, and sold in 
cans. 

luncheon voucher n GB a special ticket given 
to workers by their employers that can be 
exchanged for food in restaurants, shops, 
and cafes. 

lunch hour n the time in the middle of the 
day when people stop working and eat 
lunch □ / went shopping on my lunch hour. □ He 
always takes a long lunch hour on Fridays. 

lunch room « US a large room, e.g. in a 
school, where people can buy food and eat it. 

lunchtime ['Unt/taim] n the time in the mid¬ 
dle of the day when people eat lunch □ 
Open lunchtimes and evenings.' □ / went there 

at lunchtime. □ a lunchtime concert. 

lung [Ur)] n one of the two large organs in 
one s chest which take in air and are used 
tor breathing □ lung cancer. 

lunge [Und3] vi to move forward quickly and 
strongly, often to try and reach something 
or attack somebody □ He lunged at my bag/for 
the door. 

lupine us, lupin GB [iu:p in] n a tall plant that 
has long stems covered with white, pink, or 
blue flowers and has long flat seed cases, 

lurch [b:rtf] o n a sudden uncontrolled move¬ 
ment forward or to one side □ The car gave a 
sudden lurch, m to leave sb in the lurch to 
leave sb alone in a difficult position when 
they need one’s help, o vi [person, bus, boat] 

to move in a sudden uncontrolled way for- 
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ward or to one side □ Peter lurched across 
the deck. □ Suddenly the bus lurched sideways. 

lure [l-iuar] o n something that attracts some¬ 
body by offering them money, pleasure etc 
□ The daycare center was an added lure. □ the 
lure of high wages/the city, o vt to attract <sb> 
using a lure □ / was lured into the trap. 

lurid ['Fuarad] adj -1. [account, detail, description] 

that one finds shocking or unpleasant, espe¬ 
cially because it is connected with violence 
or sex □ He gave a very lurid picture of events. 
-2. [carpet, bruise, sky] that is brightly colored 
in a way that one finds unnatural or un¬ 
pleasant □ A large, lurid vase stood on the table. 

lurk [b:rk] vi -1. [person, animal] to wait secret¬ 
ly, often in order to do something bad □ I'm 
sure I saw someone lurking behind the bushes. 
-2. [memory, danger, fear] to exist without be¬ 
ing clearly felt or understood □ A small doubt 
lurked in the back of her mind. 

luscious ['Ufas] adj -1. [fruit, pudding, wine] that 
smells and tastes sweet and good and is of¬ 
ten juicy. -2. [woman, lips] that one finds sex¬ 
ually attractive. 

lush [1aJ] o adj -1. [grass, meadow] that looks 
very green and healthy □ lush green valleys. 
-2. [apartment, surroundings] that looks very 
comfortable and expensive □ lush furnishings 
□ a lush hotel, o « a drunkard (informal use). 

lust [Ust] « -1. a strong sexual desire for an¬ 
other person that does not involve love. 
-2. a lust for sthg [for life, power, freedom] a 
strong desire for sthg. 

♦ lust after, lust for vf fus -1. to lust after or 

for sthg [for wealth, success, power] to have a 
strong desire to have sthg. -2. to lust after or 

for sb to feel sexual lust for sb □ / could see 
he was lusting after you just by looking at him! 

luster us, lustre gb ['lAsta'] n [of silk, hair, 

wood] the soft light that is reflected from a 
shiny surface. 

lusty ['lAstiJ (compar lustier, superl lustiest) adj 
[baby, voice, cry] that looks or sounds strong 
and healthy. 

lute [lu:t] n an ancient musical instrument 
with strings, a round body, and a long neck 
which is played like a guitar. 

Luther ['lu:0ar], Martin (1483-1546) a German 
religious leader. He criticized the Catholic 
Church, and led the Protestant Reformation. 

Luxembourg ['lAksamb3:rg] a country in west¬ 
ern Europe, situated between Belgium, 
France, and Germany, size: 2,586 sq kms. 
population: 380,000 (Luxembourgers). capital: 

Luxembourg-Ville. language: French, Letze- 
burgish, German, currency: Luxembourg 

franc. 

luxuriant [lAg^oariant] adj [forest, hair, corn] 

that grows healthily in large amounts. 

luxuriate [lAg'3oarieit] vi to luxuriate in sthg [in 

an experience, time] to concentrate on enjoy¬ 
ing sthg □ Now you can luxuriate in the comfort 
of your own Jacuzzi. 

luxurious [lAg'joanas] adj [life, hotel] that is 
very comfortable or enjoyable, and is expen¬ 

sive □ Relax in the luxurious surroundings of the 
Miramar Hotel. 

luxury ['lAkfari] (pi luxuries) « -1. a state of 
great comfort in expensive and beautiful 
places □ a life of luxury □ a luxury hotel/cruise. 
-2. something expensive and enjoyable, e.g. 
caviar or champagne, or that one does not 
need □ one of life's little luxuries □ A vacation 
abroad is a luxury we can't afford. -3. something 
enjoyable that one does not experience very 
often □ Being cooked for is a real luxury for me. 

luxury goods npl things that people can buy 
and are expensive and enjoyable but not 
necessary, e.g. perfume or cigars. 

LV n abbr of luncheon voucher. 

LW abbr of long wave. 

lychee [.lai'tji:] « a small Asian fruit with hard 
skin and sweet white flesh. 

Lycra™ ['laikra] n a fabric that stretches very 
easily and is used to make clothes that fit 
tightly □ a Lycra bathing suit/leotard. 

lying ['lain)] o adj [person] who tells lies □ That 
lying little brother of yours! o « the act of tell¬ 
ing lies □ He accused her of lying. 

lymph gland ['limf-1 n one of many small or¬ 
gans in one’s body that contain white blood 
cells and fight infection. 

lynch [lintJ] vt to be lynched to be hanged by 
a crowd of people illegally. 

lynx [links] (pi lynx or lynxes) n a large wild 
animal of the cat family that has very good 
eyesight, pointed ears, and a short tail. 

lyre ['laia'] n an ancient Greek musical instru¬ 
ment like a small harp. 

lyrebird ['laiarb3:rd] n an Australian bird with 
a long U-shaped tail. 

lyric ['link] adj [poetry, poet] that expresses 
strong personal feelings in a simple form. 

♦ lyrics npl the words of a song. 

lyrical ['lirikl] adj -1. [music, prose, beauty] that 
is pleasing to hear, read, or see □ a lyrical de¬ 
scription of the landscape. -2. to wax or grow 
lyrical about sthg to talk very enthusiastically 
about sthg □ Pete used to wax lyrical about the 
beauty of Alaska. 

m1 [em] (pi m's or ms), M [em] (pi M's or Ms) « 

the thirteenth letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ M h -1. abbr of motorway. -2. abbr of me¬ 

dium. -3. (abbr of mature audience) a symbol 
for movies and video tapes in Australia that 
indicates that they are recommended only 
for people of 15 and over. 
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m2 -1. abbr of meter. -2. abbr of million. -3. 
abbr of mile. 

ma [ma:] n a word used to talk to or about 
one’s mother (informal use). 

MA o n abbr of Master of Arts, o abbr of Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

ma'am [m$m] « a word used to talk to a 
woman who is a customer, employer etc 
(formal use). 

Maastricht [’maistrikt] a city in the Nether¬ 
lands. In 1991 leaders of the European 
Community signed a treaty there to agree to 
closer political, economic, and monetary co¬ 
operation. population: 117,417. 

Mabo [’maibou], Ernie an Aborigine who 
won an important legal dispute over land in 
the Australian High Court in 1992. The 
judges decided that the Europeans who first 
arrived in Australia did not always have the 
right to claim land where Aborigines were 
already living. 

mac [mask] h GB = mackintosh (informal use), 

macabre [US ma'kcnbr, GB -'kaibrs] adj [story, 
scene] that is strange and frightening or 
shocking because it is connected with death 
□ You've got a macabre sense of humor! 

Macao [ma'kau] a Portuguese province in south¬ 
eastern China, consisting of the Macao 
Peninsula and two islands. It will be 
given back to China in 1999. size: 16 sq 
kms. population: 285,000 {Macanese). 

macaroni [.msksToom] n short thin tubes of 
pasta. 

macaroni and cheese us, macaroni cheese 
GB n a dish that consists of boiled macaroni 
mixed with cheese sauce. 

macaroon fimaeka'ruin] n a small cookie made 
of ground almonds, eggs, and sugar. 

MacArthur [m3'ka:r03r], Douglas (1880-1964) 
a US general who led US forces in the Far 
East during World War II, and served in the 
Korean War. 

Macbeth [mak'beG] the hero of Shakespeare’s 
play Macbeth. He meets three witches who 
tell him he will be king, and then kills the 
king of Scotland in order to become king 
himself. 

Macbeth, Lady in Shakespeare's play 
Macbeth, the wife of Macbeth, who encour¬ 
ages him to kill their King. She later goes 
mad with guilt. 

Macdonald [msk'dnnld], Ramsay (1866-1937) 
British Prime Minister in 1924 1929 to 
1931, and 1931 to 1935. He was Britain’s 
first Labor Prime Minister. 

mace [meis] n -1. a specially decorated metal 
stick carried by some officials during cer¬ 
emonies. -2. COOKING a spice made from the 
shell of the nutmeg and used in the form of 
a brown powder. 

Macedonia fimEesTdoums] -1. a region of 
southeastern Europe, covering parts of Bul¬ 
garia, Greece, and the Republic of Macedo¬ 
nia. -2. a republic in southeastern Europe 

, a‘ “se(^ to be Part °f Yugoslavia, size: 
25,71)0 sq kms. population: 2,100,000 (Mac¬ 

edonians). capital: Skopje, language: Mac¬ 
edonian. currency: denar. 

machete [ms'Jeti] n a large knife with a thick 
blade that is used for cutting plants down 
and as a weapon. 

Machiavelli [.maekis'veli], Niccolo (1469-1527) 
an Italian politician and writer. His best- 
known work, The Prince, is about using dishon¬ 
est methods to get and keep power. 

Machiavellian [.maskia'veljan] adj [person, 
scheme, politics] that uses clever deceitful 
methods. 

machinations kmaskTneiJnz] npl secret and 
complicated plans for doing something bad 
□ Despite all their machinations, they didn't inher¬ 
it a single penny. 

machine [ms'Jhn] o « -l. a device made up of 
different parts that usually uses electricity or 
an engine to do a particular job □ a washing/ 
sewing/printing machine □ It's all done by ma¬ 
chine now. -2. politics the people who con¬ 
trol a particular political group or particular 
part of a system or organization □ the party/ 
propaganda machine, o vt -1. sewing [seam, 
dress, curtain) to make <sthg> using a sewing 
machine. -2. industry [part, bolt, steel] to 
shape or cut <sthg> using a machine tool □ 
machined engine parts. 

machine code n computing a code made up 
of numbers that a computer understands. 

machine gun n a gun that fires bullets con¬ 
tinuously and very quickly. 

machine-gun vt [person, vehicle] to fire at 
<sb/sthg> with a machine gun. 

machine language n computing instructions 
that can be read and understood by a com¬ 
puter. 

machine-readable adj [text] that can be read 
and understood by a computer □ Can you pro¬ 
vide us with text in machine-readable form? 

machinery [ma'Jhnan] « -l. a collective term 
for machines □ There's something caught in the 
machinery. □ agricultural/industrial machinery. -2. 
[of government, the law] a system used to 
organize something. 

machine shop n the part of a factory where 
machine tools are operated. 

machine tool n a machine that is used to 
shape or cut metal or other materials, 

machine-washable adj [sweater, wool, silk] 
that will not be damaged by being washed 
in a washing machine. 

machinist [ms'Junast] n -1. a person who op¬ 
erates a sewing machine. -2. a person 
whose job is to operate a machine tool. 

™<*ismo fus mai'tjnzmou, GB ma't/iz-] n ma- 

behaves and looks strong aAd tough becai 
he thinks that is how men should beht 
and look □ There was a lot of macho shout 
and drinking. 

mackerel [Wkml] (Fl mackerel or mackerc 
n a fish with blue and silver stripes, o 
flesh, and a strong flavor □ mackerel pate. 
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mackintosh ['maekintDj'] n GB a coat, usually 
long and light in color, that is made of 
waterproof material. 

Macmillan [mak'milan], Sir Harold (1894-1986) 

British Prime Minister from 1957 to 1963. 

He is famous for telling the British people 

“You’ve never had it so good.” 

Macquarie [ma'kwori], Lachlan (1762-1824) a 

governor of New South Wales who support¬ 

ed ex-convicts and Aborigines. He is often 

called “the Father of Australia.” 

macrame [US 'maekrsmei, GB ms'kraimi] n the 
art of knotting string to make decorative ob¬ 
jects. 

macro ['msekroo] n computing a set of instruc¬ 
tions that can be carried out using a single 
command. 

macrobiotic [.maekroubai'Dtik] adj [diet] that is 

made up of whole grains and vegetables 

grown without the use of chemicals, and is 

thought to make people healthy. 

macrocosm ['maekrookozm] n a large structure, 

e.g. the universe or society, considered as a 

whole. 

macroeconomics [,maekroui:ks'nDmiks] n the 

study of the economics of a whole country, 

industry, or population. 

mad [masd] (compar madder, superl maddest) 
adj -1. [person] who has an illness of the 
mind and so behaves strangely □ a mad old 
lady □ There are a lot of mad people on the 
streets. ■ to go mad to become mad □ Some¬ 
times I feel like I'm going mad! -2. to be mad to 
be very angry □ I'm really mad at him. 
-3. [person, plan, attempt] that one thinks is 
very foolish □ He must be mad to want to go 
there! -4. to get US or go GB mad at sb to be¬ 
come very angry with sb. -5. a mad rush/ 
panic a great rush/panic □ There was a mad 
dash for the exit. ■ like mad [work, run, laugh] 

with great energy or enthusiasm □ I've been 
running around like mad trying to find her. -6. to 
be mad about sb/sthg to like sb/sthg very 
much. 

Madagascar [,maed3'gEeskar] a country consist¬ 

ing of a large island in the Indian Ocean, off 

the coast of Mozambique, size: 587,000 sq 

kms. population: 13,300,000 (Madagascans). 
capital: Antananarivo, language: Malagasy, 

French, currency: Madagascan franc. 

madam [’maedam] n a word used to address a 

woman, especially in stores or business let¬ 

ters (formal use) □ Dear Madam... □ Yes, Mad¬ 

am? 

madcap ['miedkaep] adj [plan, scheme] that is 

very foolish. 

mad cow disease n an infectious disease 

that affects the brain of cattle. Cows suffer¬ 

ing from it become clumsy in their move¬ 

ments, and then collapse and die. 

madden ['maedn] vt [person, noise, pain] to make 

<sb> very angry and annoyed. 

maddening ['maedmg] adj [person, noise, prob¬ 

lem] that is very annoying □ It was absolutely 
maddening having to sit there and just watch. 

made [meid] past tense & past participle of 
make. 

-made suffix added to words to show that 

something has been made in a particular 

place □ factory-made □ Japanese-made. 

Madeira [ma'diara] n a strong sweet wine 

made on the Portuguese island of Madeira, 

near Morocco. 

made-to-measure adj [suit, jacket, shirt] that is 

made especially to fit one particular person. 

made-up adj -1. [face, eyes] that has had 

make-up put on it □ She was heavily made-up. 
-2. [mixture, solution] that has already been 

prepared and is ready to use. -3. [story, ex¬ 

cuse] that has been invented and is not true. 

Mad Hatter [-'haets1"]: the Mad Hatter a mad 

character in the novel Alice's Adventures in 
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. 

madhouse ['mcedhaos] n a place that seems to 

be full of noise and confusion □ It's like a 

madhouse in that office! 

Madison ['maedisan], James (1751-1836) US 

President from 1809 to 1817. He helped to 

write the Constitution. 

Madison Avenue a large street in New York 

City that is famous for its advertising agen¬ 

cies. The name is also used to refer to the 

advertising business in general □ We'll see 
what Madison Avenue can do with this. 

madly [’maedli] adv [search, rush] quickly and 

wildly. ■ madly in love very much in love 

with somebody □ She fell madly in love with 
him. 

madman ['mcedman] {pi madmen [-man]) n -1. a 

man who is mentally ill. -2. a person who 

behaves in a wild and uncontrolled way □ 
He drove like a madman. 

madness ['maednas] n -1. serious mental ill¬ 

ness □ I've heard that talking to yourself is the 
first sign of madness. □ her slow descent into 
madness. -2. behavior that one thinks is very 

foolish □ It would be utter madness to agree to 
those terms. 

Madonna [ma'drina] n -1. religion the Madonna 
the mother of Jesus Christ. -2. art a paint¬ 

ing or statue of the Madonna □ Madonna and 
Child. 

Madras [ma'draes] a city and port in south¬ 

eastern India. It is the capital of Tamil Nadu 

State, population: 5,361,468. 

Madrid [ma'dnd] the capital of Spain and its 

largest city, population: 3,010,492. 

madrigal ['maedrigl] n a song for several 

voices, usually without musical instruments, 

that was popular in the 16th century. 

madwoman ['maedwoman] {pi madwomen) n 
-1. a woman who is mentally ill. -2. a wom¬ 

an who behaves in a wild and uncontrolled 

way. 

maestro ['maistrou] {pi maestros or maestri 
[-tri]) n a person who has great musical skill, 

especially in conducting music. 

MAFF [maef] (abbr of Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries, and Food) n the British government 
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department that deals with policy on farm¬ 
ing and food. 

Mafia [US 'rncufia, GB 'maef-] « the Mafia a se¬ 
cret organization of criminals, originally 
from Sicily but now powerful in Italy, the 
USA, and other countries. 

mag [masg] n = magazine (informal use). 

magazine [US 'maegazkn, GB ^aega'ziin] n -1. a 
sort of book with large pages and a paper 
cover that contains articles by various writ¬ 
ers, photos, and advertisements, and is 
usually published weekly or monthly □ a 
women's magazine □ a glossy magazine □ a 
magazine article. -2. tv & radio a regular tele¬ 
vision or radio program that contains short 
reports on various subjects □ a magazine pro¬ 
gram. -3. [for bullets] a holder for bullets that 
can be fitted into an automatic gun; [for 
weapons] a building or room where weap¬ 
ons, ammunition etc are stored. 

Magellan [ma'gelan], Ferdinand (1480-1521) 
a Portuguese explorer. He was the first per¬ 
son to sail around the world. 

magenta [ms'djenta] o « a deep pinkish-red 
color, o adj: magenta silk. 

maggot ['maegat] n a very small creature that 
looks like a fat white worm and develops 
into a fly. 

Maghreb ['maigreb]: the Maghreb northwest 
Africa, including Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
and Libya. 

Magi ['meid3ai]: the Magi in the Bible, three 
wise men from the East who brought gifts 
to Jesus just after he was bom. 

magic ['maed3ik] o n -1. [of a potion, spell] the 
use of secret powers and forces to do things 
that seem impossible, such as making things 
disappear □ She's good at her job, but don't ex¬ 
pect her to work magic. □ Suddenly, as if by mag¬ 
ic, a little man appeared. □ This carpet cleaner 
works like magic. -2. [of a magician] the skill of 
somebody who entertains people by doing 
clever tricks, e.g. with playing cards, or by 
making small objects appear and disappear □ 
"How did you do that?" — "It's magic." -3. [of 

feelings, events] mysterious and wonderful 
qualities or abilities □ The magic has gone out 
of our marriage. □ the magic of Hollywood, 
o adj -1. [potion, spell, forest] that contains or 
works by magic □ There is no magic formula 
for reducing inflation. -2. [trick, show] that uses 
conjuring or magic. -3. [feeling, event] that 
seems wonderful and mysterious □ Her final 
song was a truly magic moment. 

magical ['maed3ikl] adj -1. that contains or 
produces magic □ magical powers. -2. [feeling, 
quality, place] that seems wonderful and mys¬ 
terious □ the magical island of Capri. 

magic carpet « in fairy tales, a carpet that 
can fly and carry people. 

magic eye n an electric switch that is sensi¬ 
tive to light and is used to set off devices 
such as burglar alarms and automatic doors. 

magician [ma'd3ijn] n -1. a man who has 
magic powers. -2. a person who performs 
magic tricks to entertain people. 

magic wand n a short stick which is sup¬ 
posed to have magic power and is used by a 
magician □ He waved his magic wand. 

magisterial [,maed3i'stiarial] adj -1. [voice, per¬ 

formance, book] that seems to have complete 
authority or knowledge (formal use) □ Mr 
Vasseur is the author of the magisterial "History 
of China". -2. law [district, proceedings] that is 
connected with a magistrate, 

magistrate ['maed3istreit] n a law official who 
judges in courts that deal with less serious 
crimes and disputes. 

magistrates' court n gb a local court of law 
that is controlled by a magistrate and deals 
with less serious crimes and disputes. 

Magna Carta [,maegna'ka:rta] n the Magna Car¬ 
ta a document signed by King John of Eng¬ 
land in 1215 that limited royal power and 
guaranteed the rights of the nobles and the 
Church. 

magnanimous [maeg'naemmas] adj [person] 
who is generous and forgiving, especially to 
a defeated rival or enemy □ You've forgiven 
them? That's very magnanimous of you. 

magnate ['maegneit] n a very rich and power¬ 
ful businessman, industrialist, or landowner 
□ a shipping/oil/business magnate. 

magnesium [m£eg'ni:ziam] n a silver-colored 
metallic element that bums with a very 
bright white light and is used in fireworks 
and in lightweight alloys. SYMBOL: Mg. 

magnet ['maegnat] n -1. a piece of iron that 
can make objects made of iron and certain 
other metals move toward it. -2. a person, 
place, or thing that attracts a lot of people 
or interest □ The club acts as a magnet for folk 
musicians from all over the country. 

magnetic [masg'netik] adj -1. [metal] that 
works like a magnet; that contains a mag¬ 
net. -2. [personality, appeal] that has qualities 
that attract people strongly □ Italy has a mag¬ 
netic appeal for tourists. 

magnetic field « the area around a magnet 
which is affected by its magnetism □ the 
Earth's magnetic field. 

magnetic tape n plastic tape that is covered 
with a magnetic substance and used in cas¬ 
settes for recording sound and in computers 
for storing information. 

magnetism ['maegnatizm] n -1. [of an object, 

material] the force that makes magnets at¬ 
tract iron and certain other metals. -2. [of a 

person, event, smile] the ability to interest and 
attract other people strongly □ a leader with 
great personal magnetism. 

magnification [.maegnifi'keijn] n -1. see magni¬ 
fy □ Magnification of the area reveals tiny cracks 
in the paint surface. -2. the degree to which a 
microscope, telescope etc can make an ob¬ 
ject appear bigger □ The binoculars are capable 
of ten-times magnification. □ Here is the organism 
under high/low magnification. 

magnificence [maeg'mfisans] n: see magnificent 
□ the magnificence of the Alps. 

magnificent [maeg'nifisant] adj [scenery, idea, 

performance] that one finds extremely good, 
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beautiful, or impressive □ a magnificient view 
□ / want to thank our hosts for their truly magnifi¬ 
cent efforts. 

magnify ['maegmfai] (pt & pp magnified) vt 
-1. [picture, image, detail] to make <sthg> ap¬ 
pear bigger □ This picture shows the virus mag¬ 
nified 10,000 times. -2. [danger, problem, 

achievement] to make <sthg> seem more im¬ 
portant than it really is. 

magnifying glass ['maegmfaiir)-] n a device 
consisting of a round piece of curved glass 
in a frame attached to a handle that makes 
things appear bigger and is used for reading 
small writing, seeing small details etc. 

magnitude ['maegnitJuid] n great size or im¬ 
portance □ We were not equipped to deal with 
problems of this magnitude. 

magnolia [mEeg'nouIja] n a tree, grown in gar¬ 
dens, that has large white or pink flowers; 
the flower of this tree. 

magnum ['mcegnam] (pi magnums) n a wine 
bottle holding 1.5 liters □ a magnum of cham¬ 
pagne. 

magpie ['maegpai] n a black and white bird 
with a loud call and a long tail that is at¬ 
tracted to shiny objects and takes them to 
its nest. 

Magyar ['maegja:r] n a member of the largest 
group of people living in Hungary; the lan¬ 
guage of this people. 

maharaja(h) [,ma:haTa:d3a] n an Indian 
prince. 

Mahler ['ma:lar], Gustav (1860-1911) an Aus¬ 
trian composer and conductor, famous for 
his symphonies and songs, 

mahogany [ma'hDgani] n a hard reddish- 
brown wood that is highly valued and is 
used for making furniture; the tropical tree 
from which this wood is obtained □ a ma¬ 
hogany chair. 

maid [meid] n a woman servant in a hotel or 
private house. 

maiden ['meidn] o adj a maiden flight/voyage 
the first flight/voyage by a particular vehicle, 
o n an unmarried girl (literary use), 

maiden aunt « an aunt who has never mar¬ 
ried. 

maiden name n the family name that a 
woman had before she married, 

maiden speech n GB the first speech made by 
a new Member of Parliament to the House 
of Commons. 

Maid Marian [-'maenan] the lover of Robin 
Hood in English folk stories, 

mail [meil] on-1. letters, packages etc sent 
and delivered by the postal system □ Was 
there any mail today? -2. the system provided 
by the post office for collecting, transport¬ 
ing, and delivering mail □ My letter was lost in 
the mail. □ We sent it by mail. □ a mail service, 
o vt [package, letter] to send <sthg> by the 
postal system □ It was mailed yesterday. 

mailbag ['meilbaeg] n a large bag used for car¬ 

rying mail. 

mailbox ['meilboks] « US -1. a box outside a 

house where the mailman puts mail for the 
house. -2. a box in which mail is collected 
before it is delivered through the postal sys¬ 
tem. 

Mailer ['meilafi, Norman (1923-) a US writer 
whose writings criticize American society. 
His work includes The Naked and the Dead 
and An American Dream. 

mailing list ['meilig-] n a list of names and ad¬ 
dresses that a company or organization 
regularly sends advertisements or informa¬ 
tion to □ All customers are put automatically on 
our mailing list. 

mailman ['meilmsen] {pi mailmen [-men]) n US a 
person who delivers the mail, 

mail order n a system for selling goods 
where customers choose goods, usually 
from a catalog, and the goods are mailed to 
the customers’ homes □ a mail-order catalog/ 
company. 

mailshot [’meiljDt] n a letter, usually contain¬ 
ing advertisements, that is mailed to many 
addresses at the same time □ Let's do a mail- 
shot and see what response we get. 

mail train n a train that carries mail, 

mail truck n US a small truck used for collect¬ 
ing and delivering mail, 

mail van n -1. a small truck used for collect¬ 
ing and delivering mail. -2. GB a railroad car 
used for carrying mail. 

maim [meim] vf to injure <sb>, especially in 
an accident or in battle, so badly that they 
are damaged for life. 

main [mein] o adj the main reason/cause etc 

the most important reason/cause etc □ Let's 
go over the main points again. □ They are our 
main suppliers of spare parts, o n a large pipe 
from which smaller pipes carry gas, water 
etc into houses and buildings □ a gas/water/ 
sewage main. 

♦ mains npl GB the mains the pipe that brings 
water or gas, or the wire that brings elec¬ 
tricity, into a building from outside □ the 
water/gas/electric mains □ You must turn off the 
water at the mains. 

♦ in the main adv a phrase used to say that 
something is true in most cases but not all n 
In the main, people go on vacation in summer. 

main course n the biggest and most impor¬ 
tant part of a meal, often eaten after a soup 
or an appetizer and before a dessert, 

main drag n the main drag US the main street 
in a town or city (informal use). 

Maine [mein] a state in New England, in the 
northeastern USA, on the Atlantic and bor¬ 
dering Canada, abbreviation: ME. size: 

80,082 sq kms. population: 1,227,928 
(Mainers), capital: Augusta, 

mainframe (computer) ['meinfreim-] n a large 
and powerful computer that can be used by 
many people at the same time, 

mainland ['meinland] o n the mainland the 
main part of a country or continent, without 
the islands around it □ They live on the Span¬ 
ish mainland or the mainland of Spain, o adj: 
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Most of our business is in Britain, but we also sell 
to mainland Europe. 

main line n rail an important railroad, 
usually joining two big cities. 

♦ mainline o adj rail a mainline station/train 
a station/train that is on a main line, o vfv 
to put <an illegal drug> directly into a vein 
by injecting it (drugs slang), o v/v (drugs 
slang) You should know the dangers of mainlin¬ 
ing. 

mainly ['meinli] adv a word used to say that 
something is true in most cases or to a large 
extent □ Our readers are mainly well-off and edu¬ 
cated. □ His assets are mainly in the form of 
property. □ It was mainly the price that put me 
off. 

main road n a large and important road, 
usually joining two big towns. 

mainsail ['meinseil, 'meinsl] n the most impor¬ 
tant sail on a sailing boat. 

mainstay ['meinstei] n the mainstay of sthg the 
person or thing that provides the most sup¬ 
port or money for something □ Tourism is the 
mainstay of the island's economy. 

mainstream ['meinstri:m] o n the mainstream 
[of social life, public opinion] the ideas, meth¬ 
ods, ways of behaving etc that most ordi¬ 
nary people have, and that are considered 
the most normal □ Satie's work lies outside the 
mainstream of 19th-century music, o adj: He left 
mainstream politics to become a freelance con¬ 
sultant. 

Main Street n US -1. the name of the most 
important street in many small American 
towns. -2. a term used to refer to ordinary 
American people □ a policy that will be popular 
on Main Street, USA. 

maintain [mein'tein] vt -1. [friendship, position, 

reputation! to continue to have <sthg> as 
much or as well as before, usually by mak¬ 
ing constant efforts □ We must maintain good 
relations with our customers. □ The police were 
called in to maintain law and order. -2. [speed, 

temperature, production] to keep <sthg> al¬ 
ways at the same level and not let it de¬ 
crease □ The public has not maintained its initial 
enthusiasm. -3. [family, child] to support <sb/ 
sthg> by providing money □ He has a wife, 
three children, and a large house to maintain. 
-4. [machine, building, vehicle) to keep <sthg> 
in good condition by constant care and by 
doing repairs as soon as they become neces¬ 
sary □ If you buy expensive equipment you need 
to maintain it. -5. to maintain (that)... to say or 
state forcefully that something is true, espe¬ 
cially when other people disagree □ He still 
maintains that he paid back the money. □ Despite 
the evidence, she still maintains her innocence. 

maintenance [’meintanans] n -1. [of a friendship, 

speed, machine] see maintain □ The contract de¬ 
pends on the maintenance of current levels of 
output. □ car/road maintenance □ We need a me¬ 
chanic for our maintenance department. -2. GB 
law money that a person has to pay to their 
former wife or husband in order to support 
their children. 

maintenance order n gb law a legal order 

stating that a person must pay mainte¬ 
nance to their former wife or husband. 

maisonette bmeiza'net] n GB an apartment on 
two floors within a larger building. 

maize [meiz] « GB a tall plant grown for its 
yellow seeds; the yellow seeds of this plant 
eaten as a vegetable and sometimes made 
into flour. 

Maj. military abbr of Major. 

maj'estic [m3'd3estik] adj [appearance, sight] that 
seems grand, impressive, and dignified □ the 
majestic scenery of the Canadian Rockies. 

majestically [ms'dsestikli] adv [glide, speak, 

move] see majestic □ The eagle soared majesti¬ 
cally overhead. 

majesty ['maed33sti] {pi majesties) n the quality 
of being majestic. 

♦ Majesty « His/Her/Your Majesty a title used 
when speaking about or to a king or queen 
□ Parliament will be opened by Her Majesty the 
Queen. □ Their Majesties the King and Queen of 
Sweden. 

major ['meid3or] o adj -1. a major role/cause 
etc a role/cause etc that is more important 
than other things □ The need to cut costs was 
a major factor in our decision. □ a major retailer □ 
'This taxi accepts major credit cards.' -2. a ma¬ 
jor disaster/difficulty etc a very serious 
disaster/difficulty □ He is very ill and will need 
major surgery -3. music [key, scale] that has 
two full tones between the first and third 
notes, and half tones between the third and 
fourth notes and the seventh and eighth 
notes □ a symphony in A major, 

on-1. military an officer who is above a 
captain and below a lieutenant colonel in 
rank. -2. US the main subject that a student 
studies at a college or university; a student 
who has studied a particular subject as their 
main subject □ Her major was physics. □ She's 
a physics major. 

o vi to major in sthg [in law, physics] to study 
sthg as one’s main subject for a university 
degree. 

Majorca [ma'joidca] the largest of the Balearic 
Islands, and a popular tourist resort, size: 

3,640 sq kms. population: 530,000 (Major- 
cans). capital: Palma. 

majorette fme^a'ret] n a girl, dressed in 
decorative clothes and carrying a stick, who 
marches in front of a band in a procession, 
e.g. at a sports event. 

major general n an army officer of high rank 
who is below a lieutenant general. 

majority [ms'dsDrati] (pi majorities) n -1. the 
majority of people/cases etc most people/ 
cases etc □ The overwhelming majority of people 
are in favor of the new law. □ This technique is 
effective in the majority of cases. □ The jury 
found her guilty by a majority decision. • to be in 
a or the majority to form the larger part of a 
group □ Women are now in a majority on the 
committee. -2. politics the difference in votes 
gamed or candidates elected between the 
winner of an election and the loser □ The 
right-wing majority in Congress has been reduced. 
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majority shareholder « a person, company, 
or group that owns more than half of the 
shares in a company, and therefore controls 
it. 

major-league adj -1. that is connected with 
professional baseball □ a major-league team. 
-2. important □ a major-league banker/com¬ 
puter. 

major leagues npl in the USA, the two 
groups of professional baseball teams. 

major road n - main road. 

make [meik] (yt & pp made) o vt -1. [bread, 

cars, movie] to produce <an object, product, 
cooked dish> etc □ Don't make so much noise. 
□ What do they make in that factory? □ It won’t 
take long to make lunch. □ Our cakes are made 
using the finest ingredients. -2. [phone call, 

speech, remark] to perform <a particular ac¬ 
tion;*. ■ to make a decision/offer/visit to 
decide/offer/visit something □ We have made 
an important discovery. □ It’s a difficult choice to 
make. ■ to make a mess/success of sthg to do 
sthg badly/well □ He made a real mess of the 
interview. -3. to make sb happy/angry/famous 

to cause sb to be happy/angry/famous □ 
What’s making him so irritable? □ The movie 
made her a star overnight. □ Take this, it’ll make 
you feel better, m to make sb director/manager 

to move sb to the position of director/ 
manager in the same organization □ They’ll 
probably make him chairman, m to make sthg 

hard/soft/easy to cause sthg to be hard/ 
soft/easy □ It’d make things easier for us if we 
had a car. m to make sthg into sthg to change 
sthg so that it becomes sthg else □ The old 
warehouse has been made into offices. ■ to 

make oneself heard to speak or shout loudly 
so that other people can hear one in a noisy 
situation □ You had to shout to make yourself 
heard over the music. ■ to make sthg known 

[news, decision, fact] to let other people know 
sthg □ He made it known that he was looking for 
another job. -4. to make sb/sthg do sthg to 
cause sb/sthg to do sthg; to force sb to do 
sthg by using threats or violence □ This but¬ 
ton makes the machine start. □ We were made to 
wait in the hall. □ He should be made to apolo¬ 
gize. ■ to make sb jump to cause sb to make 
a sudden small movement by frightening or 
surprising them □ The noise made us all jump. 
-5. to be made of sthg [of paper, steel, silk] to 
be formed of sthg □ a sauce made of eggs, 
milk and flour □ "What’s it made of?" — 
"Wood." -6. 2 and 2 make 4 if 2 and 2 are 
added together, the total is 4. -7. I make it 

$50 I calculate the total amount to be $50 a 
“How many people will be there?" — “If Chris 
comes, that makes six of us." □ The bill was $80, 
so that makes $20 you each owe me. ■ what 

time do you make it? what time is it accord¬ 
ing to your watch? -8. to earn <a particular 
amount of money> □ She makes over $20,000 
a year. ■ to make a profit/loss to get a profit/ 
loss from one’s business or from a deal □ 
We made a profit of £3,000 on the sale of the 
house. -9. to make a good teacher/mother to 
have the right qualities for the job or role of 
teacher/mother □ She’d make an excellent busi¬ 

ness partner. □ Books make ideal presents. 
-10. to succeed in getting to <a place>, es¬ 
pecially by a particular time □ Well never 
make the airport by ten o'clock. □ / won't be able 
to make lunch tomorrow. -11. to cause <sthg> 
to be completely successful, enjoyable etc 
(informal use) □ Her performance really makes 
the play/movie. ■ to make sb's day to do or 
say something that makes sb feel very hap¬ 
py □ Give her a call, it'll make her day! -12. to 
make a friend/enemy to cause somebody to 
become one’s friend/enemy □ / made several 
useful contacts at the conference. -13. phrases 
to make it [to a station, airport] to succeed in 
arriving at a place by a particular time; [to a 
party, meeting, dinner] to be able to be pres¬ 
ent; [as an actor, writer, athlete] to be success¬ 
ful in one’s career □ Well never make it in 
time. □ He made it to the airport with a minute to 
spare. □ They couldn't make it tonight. □ When I 
won the Oscar I felt I'd finally made it. ■ to have 
it made to be in a position that makes suc¬ 
cess certain □ He's got it made now that he’s 
married the boss's daughter. ■ to make do with 
sthg to use sthg even though it is not satis¬ 
factory □ There aren't any clean ones, so you'll 
have to make do with a dirty one. 

On-1. the name of a product, e.g. a car or 
computer, that is made by a particular com¬ 
pany □ It's a very good make of camera. 
-2. phrase to be on the make to be trying to 
gain an advantage for oneself, usually by 
acting in a selfish or dishonest way (informal 
and disapproving use). 

♦ make for vt fus -1. to make for a place to go 
toward a place for a particular reason □ / 
suggest we make straight for the nearest bar. 
-2. to make for sthg to help to cause sthg to 
exist □ Late nights and fast food don't make for a 
healthy lifestyle. 

♦ make of vt sep -1. what do you make of 
him? what is your opinion of him? -2. I 
couldn't make anything of it I couldn’t under¬ 
stand what it meant. 

♦ make off vi to leave quickly, especially af¬ 
ter having done something wrong □ They 
made off in a small plane. 

♦ make off with vt fus to make off with sthg 
[cash, jewels, painting] to steal sthg □ Thieves 
made off with several thousand dollars in cash. 

♦ make out vt sep -1. to make out sthg [shape, 
words, building] to see or hear sthg, but not 
clearly □ His voice was so low I could barely 
make out what he was saying. □ / could just 
make out a small ship on the horizon. -2. to 
make sthg out [receipt, prescription, invoice] to 
write the necessary information on sthg, in¬ 
cluding the name of the person, company 
etc receiving it □ Who shall I make the check 
out to? -3. to make sb/sthg out to be sthg to 
describe sb/sthg as being different from how 
they really are, sometimes in order to de¬ 
ceive people □ He's not as talented as everyone 
makes him out to be. □ It was made out to be 
some kind of fantastic cure for hayfever. 

♦ make up vt sep -1. to make sthg up [total, 
team] to form all of sthg, or a particular 
amount of it □ The five boroughs that make up 
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New York City are... □ Women currently make up 
52% of the workforce. -2. to make sthg up [sto¬ 

ry, poem, tune] to create sthg, especially 

quickly and without writing it down □ He 
made up a rude song about his boss. -3. to 
make sthg up [excuse, story, name] to think of 

and say sthg that is not true in order to de¬ 

ceive people □ If you don't have a good reason 
you'd better make one up. -4. to make sb/sthg 
up [face, eyes] to put cosmetics on sb/sthg □ 
She used to spend hours making herself up in the 
bathroom. -5. to make sthg up [package, pre¬ 

scription] to prepare sthg □ I'll make up a bed 
for you in the spare room. -6. to make sthg up 
[amount, group] to add extra people, money 

etc to sthg so that it is the size or amount it 

should be □ If you can find half the money for 
the ticket, I'll make up the rest, a / need two 
more volunteers to make up the team. -7. to 
make it up with sb to start being friendly 

with sb again after a quarrel □ Have you and 
Ann made it up yet? 

♦ make up for vt fus to make up for sthg to 

replace sthg that has been lost or damaged; 

to make somebody feel better after sthg that 

has made them suffer or be disappointed □ 
We'll have to speed up to make up for lost time. 
□ Nothing can make up for all the misery he has 
caused. □ The restaurant was small and crowded, 
but the excellent food more than made up for it. 

♦ make up to vt sep to make it up to sb to 

give sb something to make them feel better 

after they have been disappointed □ It's too 
bad you'll miss your night out, but don't worry, I’ll 
make it up to you. 

make-believe n imagining or pretending that 

things are different or more exciting than they 

really are □ The story was pure make-believe. 

maker ['meikafi « [of a movie, product] a person 

or company that makes or manufactures 

something □ If it doesn't work, you can return it 
to the maker. □ from the makers of "Conan “. 

makeshift ['meikfift] adj [furniture, shelter] that 

is made or used because there is a sudden 

and urgent need and because there is noth¬ 

ing better available □ This box will do as a 
makeshift table. 

make-up n -1. [on one's face] substances, e.g. 

lipstick, mascara, or powder, that women, 

actors etc use to paint and decorate their 

faces □ She uses a lot of eye make-up. □ She’s 
putting on her make-up. ■ a make-up bag a bag 

for carrying make-up. ■ make-up remover a 

liquid or cream for taking make-up off one’s 

face. -2. [of a person] the combination of 

qualities that form somebody’s character □ 
Guilt is part of his psychological make-up. -3. [of 

a jury, system] the different people or things 

that go together to form something; the 

way in which these people or things com¬ 

bine and affect each other □ There are deep 
problems in the country's economic make-up. 

makeweight [’meikweit] n a person or thing 

usually of little value, that is added to some¬ 

thing so that there will be the right number 
or amount. 

making [’meikig] n [of books, decisions] see 

make □ The actual making of the movies took six 
months. ■ to be sthg in the making to be be¬ 

coming sthg; to be sthg that is happening at 

the present moment □ She's a great singer in 
the making. □ This is history in the making. ■ to 
be of sb's own making [trouble, difficulty] to be 

completely the fault of sb or caused by sb □ 
Your problems are entirely of your own making. ■ 
to be the making of sb to make sb more suc¬ 

cessful □ Moving to Italy turned out to be the 
making of him. ■ to have the makings of sthg 
[of a success, artist, star] to show signs of de¬ 

veloping into sthg □ She has all the makings of 
a fine actress. □ This latest project has all the 
makings of a disaster. 

maladjusted [,mEel3'd3Ast3d] adj [child, teenager] 

who has psychological problems and does 

not fit in well with society. 

malaise [ma'leiz] « a general feeling that 

something is wrong or unsatisfactory that 

usually causes lack of effort, activity, and 

enthusiasm (formal use) □ the social malaise 
caused by years of poverty. 

maladministration Lmaeladmini'streijn] « poor 

or dishonest management, e.g. of a country 

or company o Several members of the board 
were charged with fraud and maladministration of 
public funds. 

malaria [ma'learia] n a disease common in hot 

countries which is passed to humans by 

mosquito bites and causes fever and shiver¬ 
ing. 

Malawi [ma'laiwi] a country in East Africa, be¬ 

tween Zambia, Tanzania, and Mozambique. 

size: 118,000 sq kms. population: 9,400,000 

(Malawians). capital: Lilongwe, language: 
English, currency: kwacha. 

Malay [us 'meilei, GB ma'lei] o n a member of 

a people living mainly in Malaysia and Indo¬ 

nesia; the language of this people, o adj: a 
Malay dish/song. 

Malay Peninsula: the Malay Peninsula a long 

peninsula in Southeast Asia that includes 

parts of Myanmar, Thailand, and Malaysia. 

Malaysia [models] a country in Southeast 

Asia, consisting of the southern part of the 

Malay Peninsula and the northern part of 

Borneo, size: 330,000 sq kms. population: 
18,300,000 (Malaysians). capital: Kuala Lum¬ 

pur. language: Malay, English, currency: 
Malaysian dollar. 

Malaysian [ma'le^n] n & adj: see Malaysia. 

MIa'co!m X [.madkam'eks] (1925-1965) a black 
US civil rights leader. He was killed while 

making a speech in Harlem, New York. 

malcontent [US .madkan'tent, GB 'maelkantent] n 
a person who is dissatisfied with their soci¬ 
ety, job etc and is likely to cause trouble 
(rormal use). 

. . - -iviaiuiveb a couni 
consisting of a group of islands in the Indi 

Ocean, south of Sri Lanka, size: 300 sq kn 

population: 200,000 {Maldivians), cappe. 
Male, language: Divehi. currency: rufiyaa, 

male [meil] o adj -1. [animal, partner] that f 

longs to the sex that does not give birth 
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young □ a male monkey/insect □ She gets along 
better with her male colleagues. □ a male nurse. 
-2. [problems, unemployment, hormone] that is 
connected with men, especially men as a 
group rather than as individuals □ There has 
been a change in male attitudes toward women 
at work, o « a male human or animal □ The 
male of the species has bright feathers. 

male chauvinist (pig) n a man who believes 
that men are better, more important, and 
more intelligent than women (disapproving 
use). 

malevolent [ma'levolont] adj [person] who 

wants to harm other people (formal use) □ He 
had a sharp sense of humor but he was never 
malevolent. 

malformed [,mael'fo:rmd] adj [body, arm] that is 
badly or wrongly formed, 

malfunction [.mael'fAijkJn] o « a fault in a ma¬ 
chine or system that stops it from working 
properly □ There has been a computer malfunc¬ 
tion. o vi (machine, system] to fail to work 
properly □ Extreme heat can cause the engine/ 
computer to malfunction. 

malice [‘maelas] n a desire to harm or upset 

other people □ He spoke without malice. □ It 
was an act of sheer malice on his part. 

malicious [ma'lifas] adj [person, comment, gos¬ 

sip] that is full of malice □ a malicious act of 
violence. 

malign [mo'lain] o vf to say unpleasant and 

usually untrue things about <sb> □ The press 
has always maligned her. o adj [person, behav¬ 

ior, influence] that is harmful (literary use), 

malignant [ma'lignont] adj -1. [nature, look, plan] 

that seems full of hate and the desire to 

hurt other people (formal use). -2. medicine 

[cancer, tumor, growth] that is harmful and 

may cause death. 

malinger [ma'ligga'] vi to avoid work by pre¬ 

tending to be ill (disapproving use), 

malingerer [mo'hggara1] « a person who ma¬ 

lingers (disapproving use), 

mall [mail] n a large building containing sever¬ 

al different stores. 

mallard [US 'maebrd, GB -aid] n a common wild 
duck, the male of which has a dark-green 
head and a red-brown breast, 

malleable ['maeliabl] adj -1. [person] who is 
easily influenced and controlled by other 
people. -2. [substance] that is soft and can 
easily be bent, shaped etc □ The metal is heat¬ 
ed until it becomes soft and malleable. 

mallet ['insist] n a hammer with a wooden or 
rubber head. 

malnourished [.msl'nAriJt] adj [person, popula¬ 

tion] that is sick and weak because of a lack 
of food or vitamins. 

malnutrition [.maelnjui'trifn] n serious weak¬ 
ness and illness caused by a lack of food, or 
a lack of food containing vitamins □ Most of 
the children in the camp are suffering from malnu¬ 

trition. 
malpractice bmael'prsktas] n law failure to fol¬ 

low the rules of one’s profession properly, 
often resulting in harm to a customer or cli¬ 

ent □ professional/medical/legal malpractice □ 
malpractice insurance. 

malt [mailt] n -1. grain, usually barley, that 

has been treated so that it produces sugar 

and is used to make alcoholic drinks such as 

beer and whiskey. -2. = malt whisky. -3. US 

- malted milk. 

Malta ['mailta] a country consisting of the is¬ 
lands of Malta, Gozo, and Comino, in the 
Mediterranean, south of Sicily, size: 316 sq 
kms. population: 360,000 (Maltese), capital: 
Valletta, language: Maltese, English, curren¬ 
cy: Maltese pound. 

malted milk [.moiltad-] n US a drink made 
from milk mixed with a powder containing 
malt, and sometimes ice cream. 

Maltese [.moil'tiiz] (pi Maltese) « & adj: see 

Malta. 

maltreat [.mael'triit] vt [prisoner, horse] to treat 
<a person or animal> badly, cruelly, or vio¬ 
lently. 

maltreatment kmael'triitmant] n: see maltreat □ 
The prisoners had suffered maltreatment and 
abuse. 

malt whisky n a type of whisky made from 
malt. 

mammal ['maeml] n an animal, e.g. a human, 
whale, or mouse, that belongs to a class of 
animals in which the female produces milk 
to feed its young. 

mammon, Mammon ['maeman] « wealth 
when it is considered as something bad (dis¬ 
approving use). 

mammoth ['maemsG] o adj a mammoth task/ 
achievement a task/achievement that takes a 

lot of effort, o k a big hairy elephant with 

long tusks that no longer exists. 

man [maen] (pi men, pt & pp manned, cont 
manning) O « -1. an adult male person □ 
men, women, and children □ You may think he's 
OK, but I don't trust the man. □ / think he's a very 
nice man. ■ the man in the street the ordinary 

or typical person □ How do the tax increases 
affect the man in the street? ■ to talk man to 

man to talk openly and honestly about 

something serious. ■ to be man enough to do 

sthg to be brave enough to do sthg □ You're 
not even man enough to admit when you're 
wrong! -2. a drinking/gambling man the type 

of man who drinks/gambles □ He's not a bet¬ 
ting man. -3. [people] the human race □ Man is 
descended from the apes. □ It is the most deadly 
poison known to man. □ Space travel is one of 
the greatest achievements of modern man. 
-4. [of a team] a male member of an organ¬ 

ized group of people; [in an army] an ordinary 

soldier; [in a factory] a male worker in a fac¬ 

tory; [from a company] a male representative 

of a company □ We played the game with just 
ten men. □ They lost many men in the battle. □ 
The foreman spoke to the men on the shop floor. 
-5. [in a couple] a husband, male lover, or boy¬ 

friend (informal use) □ Apparently, Jodie s got a 
new man. -6. a word used to address a man, es¬ 

pecially when one is angry, impatient, or excit¬ 

ed (informal use) □ This record's really great, man. □ 
For Cod's sake, man, hurry up! 
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o vt [telephone, ship, machine] to operate or 
be in charge of <sthg> □ The station is 
manned 24 hours a day. 

MAN [maen] (abbr of metropolitan area net¬ 

work) n a network of computers that are 
linked together and can communicate with¬ 
in a town or city. 

manacles ['maenaklz] npl metal chains that are 
fastened to a prisoner's wrists or ankles to 
stop them from escaping, 

manage ['maenid3] o vt -1. [task] to succeed in 
doing <sthg difficult> □ We managed to finish 
the work on time. □ / tried to eat but could only 
manage a few mouthfuls. □ She had somehow 
managed to lock herself in. -2. [company, store, 

movie star] to be in control of and respon¬ 
sible for the business affairs of <sb/sthg>; 
[house, machine] to control <sb/sthg> that is 
difficult to control □ She manages our sales de¬ 
partment. □ The teacher doesn't know how to 
manage children. -3. [one's money, time] to or¬ 
ganize and use <sthg> properly □ /Is a stu¬ 
dent I had to learn to manage my own affairs. 
-4. [money, time] to be able to give <a par¬ 
ticular amount of sthg> to somebody else 
because one has enough of it □ We can man¬ 
age a $5 donation. □ I'm busy now, but I can 
manage an hour on Friday, 

o vi -1. to succeed in doing something diffi¬ 
cult □ "Can I help you?" — "It's OK. I can man¬ 
age. " -2. to succeed in living with only a 
small amount of money □ How do you man¬ 
age on only $60 a week? 

manageable ['maemd33bl] adj [task, operation, 

child] that is easy to deal with or control o 

Our debts are now of a manageable size. □ Its 
new formula will leave your hair smooth and man¬ 
ageable. 

managed ['maemd3d] adj managed forests/ 

woodland forests/woodland in which trees 
are cut down at a rate that does not do per¬ 
manent ecological damage. 

management ['mrenidsmant] « -1. [of time, facil¬ 

ities, a department] the act of organizing and 
controlling something, especially a business 
□ The mistake was due to bad management. □ 
business management □ crisis management □ 
time management □ a management course. 
-2. [of a business, operation, theater] the people 
who organize and control a business or oth¬ 
er organization □ 'The management reserves 
the right to refuse admission.' □ Talks between 
senior management and workers have broken 
down. □ The restaurant is under new manage¬ 
ment. □ Management has refused to enter into 
negotiations. 

management consultant n a person whose 
job is to give advice to a company or other 
organization on how it should be managed, 

manager ['masnid3ar] w -1. a person who man¬ 
ages somebody or something □ a senior/ 
department/personnel manager □ the party's cam¬ 
paign manager. -2. sport a person who 
chooses, coaches, and organizes a team, 

managerial [.maens'dsmrwl] adj [post, training, 

decision] that is connected with the job of a 
manager □ technical and managerial skills. 

managing director [,mamd3ig-] n GB the per¬ 
son who is in charge of the general manage¬ 
ment of a company. 

Manchester ['maentfistal a city in north¬ 
western England, famous for its industrial 
history, population: 397,400. 

Mancunian [maerj'kjuinjsn] n a person who 
comes from or lives in Manchester. 

mandarin ['maendsrin] n -1. mandarin (orange) 
a kind of small orange that is easy to peel. 
-2. GB a high-ranking civil servant or public 
official, especially one who has great influ¬ 
ence (disapproving use) □ Whitehall mandarins. 

♦ Mandarin n the official language of China, 

mandate ['maendeit] n -1. the right or power 
to pass laws, take action etc, that results 
from winning an election or a vote □ The 
President has no mandate from the people to 
raise taxes. -2. a task, order, or instruction 
(formal use) □ My mandate is to arrange advertis¬ 
ing; it does not cover market research. 

mandatory [us 'maendatoiri, GB -atri] adj [grant, 

fine] that must be made, paid etc, according 
to the law or rules □ This kind of license is 
mandatory in the US. 

Mandela [maen'deb], Nelson (1918- ) Presi¬ 
dent of South Africa since 1994. He became 
the country’s first black president after 
spending 26 years as a political prisoner, 

mandolin [maenda'lm] n a musical instrument 
with four pairs of strings and a round back, 

mane [mein] n the long hairs that grow along 
the back of a horse’s neck or around the 
head and neck of a lion □ a horse's/lion's 
mane. 

man-eating [-iitirj] adj [lion, tiger, shark] that 
may attack and kill a human for food. 

maneuver us, manoeuvre gb [m3'nu:v3r] o « 
-1. a movement, especially one that is diffi¬ 
cult and requires skill □ It was a tricky maneu¬ 
ver, but I just about did it. -2. a clever and 
sometimes deceptive action that is intended 
to achieve a particular purpose. ■ room for 

maneuver the chance to try different things 
or change one s plans □ The wording leaves 
both sides with plenty of room for maneuver, 
o vt [ship, vehicle] to move <sthg largo, 
usually with skill, in difficult circumstances 
□ He maneuvered the car into the garage, o vi 
[person, ship, vehicle] to carry out a maneuver 
□ This is the stage when politicians on both sides 
traditionally maneuver for position. 

♦ maneuvers npl military a military training 
exercise involving many soldiers on a large 
area of land □ The army was on maneuvers. 

maneuverable us, manoeuvrable gb [ms- 
'nuivrabl] adj [vehicle, controls] that can be 
moved, operated etc easily. 

Man Friday [.mren'fraidei] a character in the 
novel Robtnson Crusoe, by Daniel Defoe, 
who becomes Crusoe;s servant. 

mined way, without complaining or askii 
tor help even if it is necessary. 

manganese ['ma:r)g3ni:z] « a gray-white met 
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that is used in making glass and steel, sym¬ 

bol: Mn. 

mange [meind3] n a skin disease that affects 

animals, especially dogs and cats, causing 

them to lose their hair. 

manger ['meind30r] n a long open container in 

a bam or stable that catde, horses etc can 

eat hay from. 

mangetout (pea) [,mond3tu:(-)] n gb a vegeta¬ 

ble that consists of very small peas in a flat 

pod and that is eaten without removing the 

pod. 

mangle ['maerjgl] vt -1. [car, body] to damage 

<sthg> very badly by cmshing or twisting it 

o the mangled remains of a bicycle. -2. [version, 

translation] to spoil or do <sthg> badly, e.g. 

by making a lot of mistakes □ The orchestra 
gave a mangled performance of the symphony. 

mango ['maeggou] {pi mangoes or mangos) n a 

tropical fruit that has thin green, yellow, or 

red skin, juicy orange flesh, and a large seed 

in the center. 

mangrove [’masggrouv] n a tropical tree that 

grows on mud beside water and has roots 

above the ground □ a mangrove swamp. 

mangy ['meind3i] (compar mangier, superl man¬ 
giest) adj [cat, dog] that has mange, 

manhandle ['ma;nhaEndl] vt to hold or push 

<sb> roughly, especially in order to take 

them somewhere. 

Manhattan [maen'haetn] an island at the mouth 

of the Hudson River, in New York City, 

USA. It is a borough of New York City and 

a cultural, commercial, and financial center. 

POPULATION: 1,428,000. 

Manhattan Project « the Manhattan Project 
the US plan to build the first atomic bomb, 

manhole ['maenhoul] n a round opening in a 

road, with a metal covering, that leads to 

sewers, water pipes etc. 

manhood ['maenhud] « -1. the state of being a 

man, rather than a boy □ He had grown from 
boyhood to manhood. -2. all the men in a par¬ 

ticular society or country (literary use) o the 
prime of the country's manhood. 

man-hour n the work done by one person in 

one hour. 

manhunt ['maenhAnt] « a search by the police 

of an area or country for a wanted person, 

especially for a dangerous criminal, 

mania ['meinia] n -1. a very strong and ex¬ 

treme desire or need for something □ She's 
got a mania for ice cream these days. -2. 

medicine a mental illness, 

maniac ['meimaek] n (informal use) -1. a person 

who is believed to suffer from a dangerous 

mental illness. -2. a person who behaves in 

a wild and dangerous way □ That guy drives 
like a maniac! -3. a person who has a very 

great interest in or liking for something □ a 

sex maniac. 
manic ['masnik] adj [person, behavior] very ener¬ 

getic, e.g. because of nervousness or excite¬ 

ment □ It was manic in the office this morning. 

manic-depressive o adj [person) who has ex¬ 

treme and uncontrollable changes of mood 

between happiness and misery, o n a manic- 

depressive person. 

manicure ['m£enikjuar] o « a treatment to 

make the hands look more attractive, espe¬ 

cially the shaping and painting of finger¬ 

nails. o vt to give <sb’s hands and nails> a 

manicure. 

manifest ['manifest] (formal use) o adj [stupid¬ 

ity, failure, anger] that is easy to see. o vt [re¬ 

sistance, guilt, support] to show <sthg> clearly 

□ Their anger manifested itself in different ways, 
on a list of the cargo or passengers on a 

ship or plane □ a flight manifest. 

manifestation [.maenife'steifn] n [of a feeling, 

change, situation] the form or way in which 

something becomes clear for people to see 

(formal use). 

Manifest Destiny n in the 19th century, the 

belief that the USA could expand across 

North America because it was God’s wish. 

manifestly ['maenrfestli] adv manifestly obvious/ 

wrong etc clearly obvious/wrong etc (formal 

use) □ The board is manifestly failing in its du¬ 
ties to stockholders. 

manifesto [.masm'festou] (pi manifestos or 

manifestoes) n a piece of writing in which a 

group such as a political party presents its 

ideas and plans □ an election manifesto. 

manifold ['maemfould] o adj [problems, qualities, 

differences] numerous and various (literary 
use), o tt AUTO a system of pipes that allows 
gases to enter and escape from a car engine. 

manila [ma'nila] adj [envelope, folder] made of 

strong brown paper. 

Manila [ms'nila] the capital of the Philippines. 

population: 1,998,918. 

manilla [ma'nila] adj = manila. 

manipulate [ma'nipjaleit] vt -1. [person, system, 

situation! to control <sb> in an unfair or de¬ 

ceitful way so that they do what one wants 

□ They're trying to manipulate you into saying 
"no". -2. [lever, controls] to move and control 

<a piece of equipment with one’s hands, 

especially skillfully. 

manipulation [ma.nipja'leijn] n: see manipulate 
□ His adept manipulation of the media was what 

saved him. 
manipulative [ma'mpjalativ] adj [person! who 

one thinks mahipulates people, situations 

etc (disapproving use) . 

Manitoba [.masni'tooba] a province of central 

Canada, abbreviation: MB. size: 650,000 sq 

kms. population: 1,091,942 {Manitobans). 

capital: Winnipeg. 

mankind [maen'kaind] n the human race □ 
What is the future of mankind? 

manly ['maenli] {compar manlier, superl manli¬ 

est) adj [pride, voice, chest] that is typical of 

what many people think a man should be 

like. 

man-made adj [fiber, problem, path] that is not 

created naturally, but by people □ a man¬ 
made disaster □ The lake is man-made. 

manna ['masna] n manna from heaven a gift, 
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especially money, that provides unexpected 
help. 

manned [maend] adj [spacecraft, submarine] that 
is occupied and operated by a person or 
people. 

mannequin ['masnikin] n -1. an object in the 
shape of the human body that is used to 
show how clothes look on a person and is 
often seen in store windows. -2. a female 
model (old-fashioned use), 

manner [‘maen3r] n -1. a way of doing some¬ 
thing □ We discussed terms in the usual man¬ 
ner. ■ in a manner of speaking a phrase used 
to say that a statement is not the case in a 
precise way, but only in a general way □ 
"So, did he win?" — “Well yes, in a manner of 
speaking." -2. a way of behaving or acting 
toward other people □ / don't like his manner 
one little bit! □ She has a very relaxed manner. 
-3. all manner of... many different types of... 
□ There were all manner of people there. 

♦ manners npl the accepted way of behaving 
politely or correctly in social situations □ 
She's got good/bad manners. □ Some people 
have no manners these days! 

mannered [’maen3rd] adj [behavior, style] not 
natural or sincere. 

mannerism ['maensrizm] n a way of moving or 
talking that is very typical of a particular 
person and that is often slightly unusual, 

mannish ['mienij] adj [face, voice, behavior] that 
makes a woman seem like a man □ She looks 
very mannish with short hair. 

manoeuvre etc GB = maneuver etc. 

manor ['msnar] n a large old house in the 
countryside with private land around it. 

manpower ['ma:npau3r] « a collective term for 
all the workers used in a particular kind of 
work □ The industry is suffering from a shortage 
of manpower. 

manservant ['maens3:rvnt] (pi menservants) n a 
male servant in a house (old-fashioned use), 

mansion ['masnfn] n a very large house. 

man-size(d) adj a man-size(d) tissue/meal etc 
a large tissue/meal etc. 

manslaughter ['m;ensb;t3r] « the crime of kill¬ 
ing somebody without intending to □ Howell 
pleaded guilty to manslaughter. 

mantelpiece ['maentlpiis] n the shelf along the 
top of a fireplace. 

mantle ['mantl] n -1. a layer of something 
that covers a surface (literary use) □ A mantle 
of fog lay over the town. -2. the mantle of sthg 
[of leader, champion] the very important and 
respected position of sthg □ She was pleased 
to take up the mantle of party leader. 

man-to-man adj a man-to-man talk/discussion 
a talk/discussion that takes place between 
two men, especially on a difficult subject 
and is direct and open. ’ 

manual ['msnjusl] o adj -1. manual work or la¬ 
bor heavy work done by hand □ a manual 
job. -2. [control, system, car] that is operated 
or done by using one’s hands, and not a 
machine □ a manual typewriter, o n a book 

that contains instructions on how to use a 
machine or piece of equipment, or how to 
do a job □ a training manual □ an instruction 
manual. 

manually ['maenjuslr] adv [operate, control] see 
manual. 

manual worker n a person who does manual 
work, e.g. in a factory or on a building site, 

manufacture [.maenjs'faektJV] o n [of cars, tele¬ 

visions] the production of goods, usually in 
large quantities in a factory □ The company 
specializes in the manufacture of high-quality 
lenses, o vt -1. [car, television] to make <a 
product>, usually in large quantities, using 
special equipment in a factory □ Manufac¬ 
tured goods accounted for the increase in ex¬ 
ports. -2. [excuse, story] to invent <sthg that 
is not true>. 

manufacturer [.maenjs'fasktfsrs1)) n a person or 
company that manufactures a particular 
product □ a clothing/car manufacturer □ a dis¬ 
count of 30% off the manufacturer's recommend¬ 
ed retail price. 

manufacturing [.mamjs'faektjbni)] n the sector 
of industry that involves the production of 
goods in factories □ the number of people in¬ 
volved in manufacturing industries □ manufactur¬ 
ing costs. 

manure [ma'niusT n excrement from an ani¬ 
mal that is used on the land to help plants 
and crops grow better □ horse/pig manure. 

manuscript ['maenjsskript] n -1. a written or 
typed copy of a text, especially of a book 
diat is going to be published, that is not the 
final copy □ a manuscript copy. -2. an old text 
written by hand, especially before the in¬ 
vention of printing. 

Manx [msr)ks] o adj [person, custom, law] that 
comes from or belongs to the Isle of Man. 
o « a Celtic language that used to be widely 
spoken on the Isle of Man. 

■ Many i memj [compar more, superl most) o del 

-1. many people/cars a large number of 
people/cars (formal use) □ The issue has been 
raised on many occasions. □ It's one of the many 
things I still' have to do. -2. used in questions 
and ^negative sentences; used with “so”, 
“too” etc □ How many times have you been 
there? □ Not many people know that, a I didn't 
md many mistakes. □ There weren't many peo¬ 

ple left when I arrived. □ There are so many 
places Id still like to visit □ They bought too 
many computers, m a good or great many chil¬ 
dren a very large number of children □ There 
are still a great many problems to be solved. 

<> prow. Many of the applicants are overqualified 
tor the post. □ / don't know how many are com- 

'"9. D Thfre were s° many I couldn't count them. 
A good many had to be turned away 

Maori ['maun] o „ a native New Zealander; 

dishizr8* peopie- °adj: a Ma°n 

Mra° 1’se'tu"9 fimaotser'tug], Mao Zedong 
.maodsa dur,] (1893-1976) a Chinese revolu 

state d wh° ,was the first head of 
state of Communist China, from 1949 to 1976 
He was also known as Chairman Mao 
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map [msp] {pt & pp mapped, cont mapping) n 
a drawing of any part of the earth’s surface 
showing the shape of countries, the position 
of towns, features such as rivers and roads 
etc □ a road map □ a map of the world □ I'm no 
good at reading maps. 

♦ map out vt sep to map sthg out [route, plan, 

schedule] to prepare the details of sthg care¬ 
fully □ Her book maps out the long-term future 
of the coal industry. 

maple ['meipl] n a tree that grows in northern 
countries and has leaves with five points 
shaped like an open hand, 

maple leaf n the leaf of a maple tree, used as 
a symbol on the Canadian national flag, 

maple syrup n a thick sweet liquid that is 
made from the sap of a type of maple tree 
and is used as a sauce with desserts, 

mar [ma:r] {pt & pp marred, cont marring) vt 
[occasion, success, beauty] to spoil <sthg> so 
that it is less perfect or good □ A knee Injury 
marred his chances of taking part in the race. □ 
The event was marred by crowd violence. 

Mar. abbr of March. 

maraschino cherry [.mserajknou-] n a cherry 
that has been kept in a liqueur and is used 
to decorate cakes, cocktails etc. 

marathon [US 'maeraOnn, GB -Ban] o adj [task, 

speech, talks] very long and tiring □ a mara¬ 
thon exam. On-1. sport a race that is run 
over a distance of twenty-six miles. -2. an 
event or activity that lasts for a very long 
time □ a dance marathon. 

marathon runner n a person who runs in a 
marathon. 

marauding [ms'roidir)] adj [gang, animal] that 
goes from one place to another, looking for 
something to steal or kill, 

marble ['ma:rbl] « -1. [for buildings, statues] a 
type of hard stone that is white, sometimes 
with a mixture of other colors, becomes 
smooth when polished, and is used as a ma¬ 
terial for sculpture and building a a marble 
slab/statue. -2. games a small colored ball that 
is made of glass and is used for games, espe¬ 
cially by children. 

♦ marbles n games a children’s game which 
involves rolling marbles along the ground. 

march [mu:rt/] o n -1. military the act of 
walking with regular steps, as part of a 
group of soldiers. -2. [by protesters] an organ¬ 
ized event in which a large number of peo¬ 
ple walk together along a particular route in 
order to publicly protest about something □ 
They've gone on a protest march. -3. the march 
of time/progress etc the process of time/ 
progress etc continuing in a way that cannot 

be stopped. 
o vi -1. [soldiers, band] to walk together at 
the same speed with regular steps □ The 
army marched down the street. □ / could hear the 
sound of marching men. -2. [demonstrators] to 
take part in a protest march □, Students 
marched alongside the workers. □ 1Ne re march¬ 
ing against racism. -3. to march in/out etc to 
walk in/out in an energetic way, often be¬ 

cause one is angry □ He marched up to me and 
started shouting. □ She turned around and 
marched off. 
o vt to lead <sb> to or from a place against 

their will □ He was marched down to the princi¬ 
pal's office. 

March n the third month of the year in the 
Western calendar; see also February, 

marcher ['madtjal n a person who takes part 
in a protest march. 

marching orders [,ma:rtJ'iQ-] npl to get one's 
marching orders to be told officially to leave 

a job, place, or situation (informal use), 

marchioness [US 'mairfsnas, GB ,ma:JVnes] « 

the wife of a marquis; a noblewoman of the 

same rank as a marquis, 

march-past n a ceremony in which soldiers 

march past an important person, place, or 

monument as a sign of respect. 

Marco Polo [,ma:rkou'pooloo] (1254-1324) an 
Italian merchant and traveler. He wrote a 
famous account of his travels in India and 
China. 

Mardi Gras [US 'mairdigra:, GB ,ma:di'gra:] n a 
carnival that takes place in some cities and 
countries, just before the day that Lent be¬ 
gins. 

W MARDI GRAS 
One of the best-known Mardi Gras carnivals 
is held every year in New Orleans, USA. 
The costume parades, music, and dancing in 
the streets are very popular with tourists. In 
the rest of the USA, people traditionally 
have parties or go to restaurants to celebrate 
Mardi Gras. 

mare [mesr] « an adult female horse, 

margarine [US 'ma:rd33r3n, GB ,ma:d3a'ri:n] n a 

yellow substance that is made from animal 

or vegetable fat and is eaten like butter on 

bread or used in cooking, 

margin ['ma:rd3in] n -1. [of victory, a win] the 

amount by which something is different 

from another thing □ Mrs O’Leary won the 
vote by a margin of 10%. □ The team had a huge, 
12-point winning margin. -2. [for error, safety] an 

extra amount of something that makes it 

possible to be flexible and prepared for un¬ 

expected events or circumstances □ We must 
remember to allow a margin for error. □ a 30- 
minute safety margin. -3. [on a page] the empty 

space at the side of a page next to a piece of 

writing, sometimes marked by a line that 

goes from the top to the bottom □ He made 
notes in the margin. -4. [of a wood, desert, lake] 

the edge of an area of land or water □ The 
settlement lies on the plain's eastern margins. 
-5. the margins of sthg [of a political party, activ¬ 

ity] the part of sthg that is not considered 

important, especially because it is not ap¬ 

proved of or taken seriously □ The program is 
designed to help those on the margins of society. 

marginal ['ma:rd3inl] adj -1. [issue, effect] that 

is too small to be important □ The changes 
have brought only marginal improvements. -2. GB 

politics a marginal seat or constituency a con- 



marginally 644 

stituency where no party can be certain of a 
strong majority, with the result that election 
results are usually very close. 

marginally l'ma:rd3inli] adv to be marginally 

closer/better to be only a little closer/better 
□ His health has improved only marginally, o We 
would only be marginally better off if you changed 
jobs. 

Marie Antoinette [us ma.riraentws'net, gb 
,maeri-] (1755-1793) Queen of France from 
1770 to 1792. She was an unpopular queen 
who is supposed to have said “Let them eat 
cake” when told that the poor had no bread. 
She was killed on the guillotine with her 
husband, Louis XVI. 

marigold [’maerigould] « a plant with bright 
yellow or orange flowers. 

marihuana, marijuana [us .meri'waina, gb 
,maer-] n a drug, illegal in most countries, 
that is made from cannabis leaves and is 
smoked with tobacco or mixed with food, 

marina [ma'rims] « a small area of water next 
to a river or harbor, where private boats are 
kept. 

marinade [US ,mera'neid, GB ,masr-] On a liquid 
or sauce in which meat or fish is soaked, es¬ 
pecially before cooking, in order to give it a 
particular flavor, o vt & vi = marinate, 

marinate [US 'meraneit, GB 'masr-] o vt [meat, 
fish, fruit] to soak <food> in a marinade, o vi 
[meat, fish, fruit] / left the chicken to marinate in 
wine. 

marine [mo'rim] o adj [life, biology] that is con¬ 
nected with the sea. o « military -1. us a 
soldier who is a member of the Marine 
Corps. -2. GB a soldier who is a member of 
the Royal Marines. 

♦ Marines nyl = Marine Corps. 

Marine Corps n a US armed force made up 
of soldiers who serve on land and ships, 

marionette [US .meria'net, GB .maer-] n a pup- 
pet that is moved by pulling strings. 

marital ['maentl] adj [problems, stress] that is 
connected with marriage or married people, 

marital status n the fact of being married, 
single, widowed, or divorced □ Please give 
your name and marital status. 

maritime ['maeritaim] adj [museum, law] that i 
connected with the sea and ships. 

Maritime Provinces: the Maritime Province 

the eastern Canadian provinces of Nev 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edwar, 
Island, when considered together. 

Maritimes = Maritime Provinces. 

marjoram ['marram] n a plant with purpl 
flowers, whose leaves are used as an herb ii 
cooking. 

mark [mark] o n -1. [on a surface] somethin, 
such as a line or small colored area tha 
damages or colors the surface of somethin, 
and was made by something else, e g ; 
sharp object or a liquid □ The oil had left < 
small mark on my sleeve. □ There were rec 
marks on his arm. □ a dirty mark □ a scratch/bur, 
mark. -2. a symbol that is written, drawn 

printed, or stamped in order to show some¬ 
thing such as punctuation. ■ to make one's 
mark to have an important and noticeable 
effect on something □ She made her mark with 
a fine opening speech. -3. [on a test, exam] a 
number or letter that indicates how good or 
bad somebody's performance on a test or 
exam is □ She got the best marks in the class. □ 
a high/low mark □ The pass mark is 50%. -4. a 
point that represents a particular stage or 
level of something □ It was in that year that un¬ 
employment reached the three million mark. □ the 
halfway mark. -5. a mark of sthg [of respect, 
friendship, experience] something that can be 
seen as proof of or a sign of stihg else □ Flags 
flew at half mast as a mark of respect. 
-6. finance the unit of currency used in Ger¬ 
many. -7. phrases to be quick/slow off the 
mark to move, think, or react quickly/slowly 
in a situation □ You'll have to be quicker off the 
mark than that if you want to win. u wide of the 
mark [person, prediction, criticism] not accurate 
at all, and showing a lack of understanding 
of the facts, a situation etc □ His comments 
went very wide of the mark, 

o vt -1. [wall, face] to make a mark of ink, 
dirt etc on <sthg>, usually by accident □ The 
book is marked on the front cover. -2. [letter, file, 
drawer] to write or print a label or symbol 
on <sthg> to make it easier to find or recog¬ 
nize □ The file was marked "Top Secret". 
-3. [homework, essay, exam] to check and 
make corrections to <a piece of work>, 
usually in order to give a mark showing 
how good or bad it is □ The answer was 
marked wrong. -4. to show the exact location 
of <sthg>; to represent the point in time of 
<sthg> □ X marks the spot. □ Today marks a 
turning point in our lives. -5. [event, anniversary] 
to do something special in order to remem¬ 
ber <sthg> □ Let's have some champagne to 
mark the occasion. 

♦ mark down vt sey -1. to mark sthg down to 
lower the pnce of sthg □ The shirts have been 
marked down. -2. to mark sb down [student, 

candidate] to give sb a lower mark, e.g. be¬ 
cause they have made a mistake. 

♦ mark off vt sey to mark sthg off [item, date, 
name] to mark sthg on paper with a fine, 
check, cross etc to show that it has been 
dealt with. 

r rV r UP to raise the 
price of sthg □ Retail stores mark up the price 
of their goods by up to 50%. 

Mark Antony [.mark’aentam] (83-30 bc) a Ro¬ 
man military and political leader. He be- 

™°?e, °l rhe mlers of *e Roman Em- 
pire, but left for Egypt after falling in love 

mii?leopatra-Antony and Cleopatra com¬ 
mitted suicide after being defeated 

mme^dthata-rktl] ^ [dlff,erence' ^ange, improve- 
n fLt r large and can be easily noticed 

since then. ^ ® dedine in sfandards 

markedly ['markadli] tQ be . 

waT^tis6 t0 ,be mUCh better/worse in a 
way that is easily noticed □ The situation has 
changed markedly in the last few years. 
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marker ['ma:rk3r] « -1. a sign that shows the 
exact location of something □ a grave marker. 
-2. education a person who marks an exam. 

marker (pen) « a colored pen with a thick tip 
that is used for writing on a whiteboard, 
drawing pictures etc. 

market ['ma:rk3t] o n -1. [for shopping] a place 
indoors or outdoors where goods such as 
food, clothing, and jewelry are bought and 
sold on particular days at stalls rather than 
stores □ a fish market □ a street market □ a mar¬ 
ket stall. -2. [of a particular product] the number 
of people who buy, or might buy, a particu¬ 
lar product; the amount of business done 
in connection with a particular product □ Is 
there really a market for this type of thing? □ the 
car/housing market □ The group has increased its 
market share from 8% to 12%. ■ on the market 

available to be bought o They've just put their 
house on the market, a The new model has only 
just come onto the market. -3. [in the world] the 
area or part of the world where a product is 
sold □ We have to expand beyond the domes¬ 
tic market. -4. finance a place or system in 
which commodities, currency, shares, prop¬ 
erty etc are bought and sold □ Stock and bond 
markets had an unsettled week. □ foreign ex¬ 
change markets. 
o vt (product, range, image] to use a particular 
strategy in order to sell <sthg> □ They've 
tried to market it as a young person's car. 

marketable ['maidcatabl] adj [product, image, 
skills] that can be used to make money □ It's 
a highly marketable skill. 

market analysis « the study and reporting of 
the behavior of a market such as the com¬ 
modities market. 

market forces up! the factors that affect the 
prices of goods when there are no govern¬ 
ment controls □ The cold wind of market forces 
has shaken many subsidized industries, including 
shipbuilding. 

market garden « GB a place where fruit and 
vegetables are grown in large quantities to 

be sold. 
marketing ['ma:rk3tir)] n -1. [of a product] the 

process of trying to sell something by using 
particular packaging, advertising etc □ John 
works in marketing. □ a marketing strategy. -2. to 
go marketing US to go shopping, especially 

for food. 
marketplace ['maificatpleis] n -1. an area of 

open space in a town or village, usually a 
square, where a market is held. -2. the mar¬ 
ketplace business the place or area of busi¬ 
ness in which buying and selling takes place 
□ We must be able to compete in the internation¬ 

al marketplace. 
market price « the price that is paid for a 

product, commodity etc in a free market. 

market research « in business, the process of 
getting information about people’s tastes, 
lifestyles, incomes etc, in order to know 
what demand there is for a particular prod¬ 
uct □ They did a lot of market research before 

launching the product. 
market town « GB a town where a market is 

regularly held, especially one in an area 
where there are many farms, 

market value n the value of something based 
on how much people would be willing to 
pay for it □ The stock has a market value of 
$200,000. 

marking ['ma:rkir)] « the activity of checking 
and correcting a piece of homework or an 
exam and giving it a mark to show how 
good or bad it is □ I've got a huge pile of mark¬ 
ing to do. 

♦ markings npl -1. [on a bird, butterfly, leaf] a 
coloring or pattern that makes a particular 
type of animal, insect, or plant look differ¬ 
ent from others. -2. [on a plane, police car] a 
special design or symbol used to identify a 
vehicle. 

marksman ['marksman] {pi marksmen [-man]) n 
a person, especially a police officer, who is 
trained to shoot accurately □ a police marks¬ 
man. 

marksmanship [’ma:rksmanjip] n the ability to 
shoot accurately. 

markup ['ma:rkAp] n an increase in the price 
of something, especially when it is the dif¬ 
ference between the original cost price and 
the price it is sold at □ There's a markup of 
50% on every unit. 

Marlowe [ ma:rlou], Christopher (1564-1593) 
an English playwright. His works include 
Tamburlaine the Great and Dr Faustus. 

marmalade [’maiTnaleid] n a sweet food that 
is made from sugar and oranges or lemons 
and is spread on bread or toast, 

maroon [ma'ruin] adj [shirt, carpet, car] dark red- 
brown. 

marooned [ma'ruind] adj to be marooned to be 
left alone in a place where nobody lives and 
be unable to leave it □ What would you do if 
you were marooned on a desert island? 

marquee [ma:r'ki:] n a large tent where people 
can eat and drink, used at outdoor events, 
e.g. at a wedding reception or fair, 

marquess ['madkwas] « = marquis, 

marquetry ['madkatri] « the technique of 
decorating wooden furniture or objects with 
different colored pieces of wood, fitted to¬ 

gether in a pattern. 

marquis ['ma:rkw3s] n a nobleman who ranks 
between a duke and an earl, 

marriage ['maend3] « -1. the act of joining to¬ 
gether a man and woman as husband and 
wife in a ceremony □ They recently announced 
their forthcoming marriage. □ a marriage ceremo¬ 
ny □ marriage vows. -2. the relationship be¬ 
tween a husband and wife □ They have a hap¬ 
py marriage. -3. the idea or state of being 
married □ Marriage doesn't really appeal to me. 
□ My marriage broke up last year. 

marriage bureau « GB an agency that uses 
the personal details of clients to help them 
find suitable partners for marriage, 

marriage certificate « the document that of¬ 
ficially records the marriage of a man and 

woman. 
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marriage counseling n us advice and help 
given by a marriage guidance counselor, 

marriage counselor « us a person whose job 
is to give advice and help to a married cou¬ 
ple who are having difficulties in their rela¬ 
tionship. 

marriage guidance n GB = marriage counseling, 

marriage guidance counsellor n gb = mar¬ 
riage counselor. 

married ['masrid] adj [man, woman, couple) 

joined in marriage; [life, bliss] that is connect¬ 
ed with marriage □ Are you married or single? 
□ How long were they married? □ a happily mar¬ 
ried man/woman □ She's married to an opera 
singer. □ How are you enjoying married life? 

marrow ['masrou] n -1. the soft substance in¬ 
side bones. -2. GB a large, long, green veg¬ 
etable with thin white stripes along its skin, 
and white flesh. 

marry ['m£eri] {ft & ff married) o vt -1. to be¬ 
come the husband or wife of <sb> □ Will you 
marry me? m to get married to become joined 
in marriage □ She got married to him at the age 
of seventeen. -2. to perform the marriage cer¬ 
emony for <two people> □ We were married 
by a priest/registrar, o vi to become joined in 
marriage □ We hope to marry in a year or two. □ 
Do you think he'll ever marry and settle down? 

Mars [ma:rz] the planet in the solar system 
that is the fourth furthest from the Sun. 

marsh [ma:rJ] n a piece of low flat land that is 
soft and wet and is often found at the edge 
of lakes, rivers etc. 

marshal J'madjl] (us ft & ff marshaled, cont 
marshaling, GB ft & ff marshalled, cont mar¬ 

shalling) o n -1. military in some armies, an 
officer of the highest rank. -2. [at a concert, 

march, sports event] a person who is present 
at a public event, and helps with organiza¬ 
tion and crowd control. -3. US an officer 
who is in charge of a particular police or fire 
department, o vt -1. [crowds, spectators) to 
direct <people> in order to make sure that 
an event takes place safely. -2. [one's 

thoughts, support, forces] to arrange and or¬ 
ganize <sthg> in order to be able to make 
good use of it. 

marshalling yard ['maiffiir,-] « gb a place 
where the different sections of a train are 
put together. 

marshland ['mai^nd] « an area of land that 
consists of marshes. 

marshmallow [US 'mairfmeloo, GB .mafr'madou 
« -1. a large, soft, round candy that i 
usually pink or white and that people some 
times toast over a fire. -2. a soft, spongy 
sweet food used to make marshmallows □ , 
marshmallow cookie. 

marshy ['maT/i] (compar marshier, superl 
marshiest) adj [land, area] that is flat and has 
soft wet soil. 

marsupial [ma-'smpjal] n a type of animal 
such as the kangaroo, of which the femali 
cames her young in a pouch on her body. 

martial ['maifrl] adj [behavior, discipline, music 
that is connected with the army. 

martial arts npl the forms of self-defense 
based on philosophy and discipline that 
come from the Far East, e.g. judo and karate 
□ an expert in martial arts. 

Martha's Vineyard [,ma:r03z-] an island off 
the coast of Massachusetts that is a popular 
summer resort. 

martial law n a situation in which the army 
controls what people do in a town, region, 
or country, to stop attacks against the gov¬ 
ernment. 

Martian ['madjn] o adj [soil, life] that is from 
or connected with Mars, o n in science fic¬ 
tion stories, a creature from Mars. 

martin ['ma:rtn] n a small bird with a forked 
tail. 

martini [ma:r'ti:m] n an alcoholic drink that 
consists of gin and vermouth. 

Martinique [,ma:rti'ni:k] a French overseas ter¬ 
ritory, consisting of a mountainous island in 
the Caribbean, size: 1,100 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 359,572 {Martiniquais). capital: Fort- 
de-France. language: French, Creole, curren¬ 
cy: French franc. 

Martin Luther King Day n in some states of 
the USA, a public holiday on the third Mon¬ 
day in January. 

martyr ['ma:rt3r] n a person who dies or suf¬ 
fers for their religious or political beliefs n 
Clare Parker died a martyr to the cause of 
women's liberation. 

martyrd°m ['ma:rt3rd3m] « the death or suf¬ 
fering of a martyr; the status of a martyr, 

martyred [’marrt3rd] adj [expression, voice] that 
suggests suffering, often in an exaggerated 
way in order to get sympathy from other 
people. 

marvel J'ma:rvl] (us pt & pp marveled, cont 
marveling, GB ft & ff marvelled, cont mar¬ 
velling) o n .i. something, e.g. a building, 
work of art, event, or achievement, that 
people admire because it seems almost too 
impressive to be possible □ the marvels of An¬ 
cient Greece. -2. an event or achievement 
that is very surprising and makes people 
happy □ it’s a marvel (that) she's still alive! -3. a 
person who does something that is very sur- 
pnsmg and that makes people happy □ Your 
new secretary's a real marvel! 

O vt to marvel that... to be very surprised 
and impressed that something is true □ We 
marveled that he could remember so much. 
<> vi: I marvel at the speed with which they get 
things done. w 

I mu. IA.IA J 

What a [news, surprise, movie] wonderful 
marvelous idea! 

MDhL[naKkS]’ K,arl (1818~1883) a German 
philosopher and economist who founded 
Communism. His works include the Com¬ 
munist Manifesto and Das Kapital 

^hv^oTKaTS8121"^ the P°litical PM°So- 
munisL ^ that iS the basis of Com- 

^thatris h['ma\ksastl ° adi fldeal' belief' view] 
hat based on Marxism; [historian, politician] 
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who is influenced by Marxism, o m a person 
who supports Marxism. 

Mary [US 'men, GB ’mean] in the Bible, the 
mother of Jesus. 

Mary I [-da'f3:rst] (1516-1558) Queen of Eng¬ 
land and Ireland from 1553 to 1558. She 
tried to restore the Catholic religion in Eng¬ 
land, and had many Protestants killed. 

Mary II [-da'sekand] (1662-1694) Queen of 
Great Britain and Ireland from 1689 to 
1694. She ruled together with her husband 
William III. 

Maryland [US 'meriland, GB 'mear-] a state of 
the eastern USA, on the Atlantic coast, ab¬ 
breviation: MD. size: 31,864 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 4,781,468 (Marylanders). capital: An¬ 
napolis. main city: Baltimore. 

Mary Magdalene [-'masgdalin] in the Bible, a 
woman who Jesus cured of evil spirits. She 
was the first person to see him after he rose 
from the dead. 

Mary Queen of Scots (1542-1587) Queen of 
Scodand from 1542 to 1567. She spent her 
last 20 years as a prisoner of Elizabeth I of 
England, who finally had her killed, 

marzipan ['ma:rzipaen] n a soft sweet food that 
is made from almonds, sugar, and eggs, and 
used to make cakes and candy, 

mascara [US mae'skaem, GB -’skaira] n a dark 
substance used as make-up on one’s eye¬ 
lashes to make them more noticeable, 

mascot [’maeskat] n a person, animal, or ob¬ 
ject that is supposed to bring good luck to 
somebody or to a group of people such as a 
sports team, and is sometimes used as their 
symbol. 

masculine ['maeskjalan] adj -1. [pride, idea, ap¬ 

pearance) that is typical of a man, rather 
than of a woman □ That's a very masculine atti¬ 
tude. -2. [woman, face, nature] that has qual¬ 
ities usually associated with a man □ She had 
a short, masculine haircut. -3. grammar a word 
used to refer to one of the classes that 
nouns are divided into in some languages □ 
Is the French word "chat" masculine or feminine? 

masculinity [,maeskja'linati] n -1. the state of 
being a man, usually shown by certain typi¬ 
cal qualities. -2. the qualities considered to 
be typical of men. 

mash [maejl vf [potato, carrots] to squash and 
mix <vegetables> into a soft mass, often 
using a special tool □ He mashed everything up 
together in the pan. 

MASH [mati] (abbr of mobile army surgical hos¬ 
pital) n a US army hospital that is set up 
close to a battlefield. 

mashed potatoes ['maeft-l «/?/ potatoes that 
have been boiled and mashed, 

mask [US maesk, GB ma:sk] o n -1. [for one’s 

face] a piece of material or equipment that is 
worn over one’s face in order to protect it 
or make it look different □ The actors all wore 
masks. □ a surgical face mask. -2. [of bravery, 

politeness, disinterest] behavior that hides 
somebody’s true feelings or character □ 
Meanwhile, mother put on a polite mask for the 

guests, o vf -1. [face, eyes, building] to cover 
<sthg> and prevent it from being seen. 
-2. [anger, pain] to stop people from noticing 
<sthg one feels> by behaving in a particular 
way □ His aggression masks a deeper insecurity. 
-3. [smell, taste] to prevent <sthg> from be¬ 
ing noticed by being stronger □ The chili 
masks the taste of the chicken. 

masked [US maeskt, GB ma:skt] adj [gunman, rob¬ 

ber, attacker] who is wearing a mask □ The 
man was masked and was holding a gun. 

masking tape [US 'maeskiri-, GB 'ma:sk-] n a 

type of tape that is designed to be stuck on 
a surface, e.g. near an area that is going to 
be painted, to protect it. 

masochism [’maesakizm] n behavior in which 
somebody gets pleasure, especially of a sex¬ 
ual kind, from suffering or pain. 

masochist [’maesakast] n a person who gets 
pleasure, especially of a sexual kind, from 
experiencing suffering or pain. 
NOTE: Compare sadist. 

masochistic [.maesa'kistik] adj [behavior, desire] 

see masochist. 

mason [’meisn] « = stonemason. 

♦ Mason « = Freemason. 

Mason-Dixon Line [-'diksn-1 « the Mason- 

Dixon Line in the USA, the boundary be¬ 
tween Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

It MASON-DIXON LINE 

The Mason-Dixon Line was the boundary 
that separated the Union and the Confeder¬ 
ate States during the American Civil War. It 
is still used as a symbol for the division be¬ 
tween the North and South of the United 
States. People who live south of the line 
speak with a marked “Southern” accent, and 
many of them are proud of their cultural in¬ 
dependence from the rest of the USA. 

masonic [ma'smiik] adj Hodge, handshake] that 
is connected with the Freemasons. 

masonry ['meisnri] n the stones that some¬ 
thing, e.g. a building or wall, is made of □ a 
lump of masonry □ a masonry drill/nail. 

masquerade [.maeska'reid] v; to masquerade as 

sb [as a policeman, salesman] to pretend to be 
sb by dressing or acting the way they do in 
order to deceive people, 

mass [maes] on-1. [of books, people, papers] a 
large number of things □ I have a mass of un¬ 
finished jobs to do. -2. [of hair, water] a large 
amount of something □ a huge mass of con¬ 
crete. -3. physics the amount of matter that 
an object consists of. -4. the mass of... the 
majority of... □ The mass of people are in favor 
of this policy, o adj [protest, unemployment, 

communication] that involves a large number 
of people □ weapons of mass destruction, o vt 

[troops, forces] to gather <people> together 
in a large group, o vi [troops, clouds, march¬ 

ers] The crowds are massing in the square. 

♦ Mass n religion a Christian religious cer¬ 
emony in which people eat bread and some- 
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times drink wine as symbols of the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ. 

♦ masses npl -1. GB [of food, people, traffic] a 
large amount (informal use) □ I've got masses 
of work to do. □ There was masses of wine left 
over. -2. the masses the ordinary working 
people. 

Massachusetts fmaesa'tjinsats] n a state in 
New England, in the northeastern USA. ab¬ 
breviation: MA. size: 21,500 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 6,016,425. capital: Boston, 

massacre ['maesakar] o n the act of killing a 
large number of people in a cruel and vio¬ 
lent way □ The brutal massacre of innocent civil¬ 
ians. o vt to kill <a large number of people> 
in a cruel and violent way □ The government 
is accused of massacring its own people. 

massage [us ma'sa:3, gb 'maes-J o vt to press 
or rub <part of a person’s body> in order to 
relax their muscles □ Can you massage my 
shoulders for me? o n the act of massaging 
part of a person’s body □ He gave her a back 
massage. 

massage parlor « a place where people can 
have a massage. Some of these places are 
used to offer sex to clients, 

masseur [US mae'sur, GB mae's3:] n a man 
whose job is to give massages, 

masseuse [us mae'suiz, GB -'s3iz] n a woman 
whose job is to give massages, 

massive f'maisiv] adj [amount, building, company] 

very large □ a massive increase in tourism. 

massively ['maesivli] adv [invest, increase, cut] 

see massive □ a massively successful band. 

mass-market adj [production, goods] that is 
suitable for a large number of people, 

mass media « or npl the mass media a collec¬ 
tive term for TV, radio, and the press, 

mass-produce vt [goods, medicines, furniture] to 
produce large amounts of <a product>, 
usually in factories □ The designs are copied 
and then mass-produced in Indonesia. 

mass production n [of goods, medicines, furni¬ 
ture] see mass-produce. 

mast [US maest, GB moist] n -1. sailing [on boat] 

a long vertical pole on a boat or ship that 
supports the sails. -2. radio & tv a long ver¬ 
tical pole that supports radio or television 
antennas □ a radio mast. 

mastectomy [mae'stektami] (pi mastectomies) 
« a medical operation to remove a woman’s 
breast. 

master [us 'masstar, gb 'moists] o « .j. sb's 
master the man that a servant or slave 
works for □ My master was not at home. □ He 
reports back to his political masters in Moscow 
-2. to be master of sthg [of one’s feelings, a 

situation] to be in control of sthg □ The coun¬ 
try will then be free to be master of its own desti¬ 
ny. -3 to be a master of sthg [of a skill, lan¬ 

guage] to be very good at sthg □ She's a mas¬ 
ter of disguise/the art of persuasion. 

^ -nr,1' master builder/plumber etc a very 
skilled builder/plumber etc. -2. a master tape/ 

copy etc an original tape/copy etc from 
which copies can be made. 

o vt -1. [situation, temper, fear] to bring 
<sthg> under one’s control □ He tried hard to 
master his feelings of anger. -2. [skill, language, 

job] to learn to do or understand <sthg> per¬ 
fectly □ / speak good Spanish, but I haven't quite 
mastered French yet. 

master bedroom n the largest bedroom in a 
house or apartment. 

master disk computing n -1. a disk that con¬ 
tains all the files for a task. -2. a disk that 
contains the code for a computer’s operating 
system, that must be loaded before the sys¬ 
tem will work. 

masterful [US 'maestarfl, GB 'maista-] adj [per¬ 

son] who is in control of the situation; [voice, 

behavior] that shows that one is in control of 
the situation. 

master key n a key that can open all the 
locks in a particular place, 

masterly [US 'maestarlr, GB 'mcustali] adj [perfor¬ 

mance, display] that is very well done, 

mastermind [US 'maestarmaind, GB 'maista-] O 
vt [crime, operation, takeover] to plan and or¬ 
ganize <sthg complicated> □ She mastermind¬ 
ed the robbery, o rt a person who master¬ 
minds something □ She was the mastermind 
behind the robbery. 

Master of Arts (pi Masters of Arts) n a post¬ 
graduate degree in a subject that is not a sci¬ 
ence; a person who has this degree, 

master of ceremonies (pi masters of ceremo¬ 

nies) « -1. [at a dinner] a person who intro¬ 
duces speakers at formal events. -2. [in a 

show] a person who introduces entertainers 
in a variety show. 

Master of Science (pi Masters of Science) n a 
postgraduate degree in a scientific subject; a 
person who has this degree. 

masterpiece [us 'masstarpiis, gb 'maista-] « -l. 
art an extremely good work of art □ The 
sculpture is a masterpiece of African wood¬ 
carving. -2. sb's masterpiece the best piece of 
work done by sb □ The painting is the artist's 

rr!a.ft^rpiece- ~3- a masterpiece of sthg a very 
skillful example of sthg □ a masterpiece of 
engineering/deceit/planning. 

master plan n a plan that somebody prepares 
to help them deal with every aspect of a 
particular situation sucessfully. 

Masters and Johnson [us .msstarz-, gb 
.maistaz-] US scientists who studied human 
sexual behavior in the 1950s and 1960s 

y ^ n cx university degree that is 
more advanced than a bachelor’s degree and 
less advanced than a doctorate, 

masterstroke [us 'masstarstrouk, GB 'maista-] « 
an intelligent action or strategy that is not 
expected and usually results in success. 

t-ho v ul- , awlu-n tnat controls ail 
the lights or machines in a particular place. 

“WOrk tUS hiaistorwairk, GB 'maistawaik] 
k art a masterpiece. 

mastery [us Wstan,' GB 'moist-] n -1. [of a 'lan¬ 

guage skill] great skill at something □ her 
omplete mastery of her instrument -2 [of a 

situation, area] complete control of something. 
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mastic ['msestik] n a type of resin used to Ell 
gaps in wood, tiles,. plaster etc and to make 
them waterproof. 

masticate ['maestikeit] (formal use) O vt to 
chew food, o vi [person] Masticate before 
swallowing. 

mastiff ['maestif] n a large powerful dog with 
short hair. 

masturbate [’masst3rbeit] vi to stroke or rub 
one’s sexual organs for pleasure. 

masturbation [,maestar'beifn] n: see mastur¬ 
bate. 

mat [maet] n -1. [on a floor] a piece of carpet or 
strong material that is put on a floor to pro¬ 
tect or decorate it □ Wipe your feet on the mat. 
□ a floor mat o a rubber mat. -2. [on a table] a 
small piece of cloth or cardboard that is put 
under objects on a table to protect the sur¬ 
face □ a beerAable mat. 

Mata Hari [,ma:t3'ha:ri] (1876-1917) a Dutch 
dancer who worked in Paris as a German 
spy during World War I. 

match [maetj] o « -l. sport & games an organ¬ 
ized game in which people or teams com¬ 
pete against each other □ We won/lost the 
match. □ How many matches have they played? 
□ a tennis/boxing/chess match. -2. [for lighting 

things] a thin stick of wood or paper with a 
substance at one end that produces a flame 
when it is rubbed against a rough surface □ 
She lit a match. □ a box of matches. -3. to be no 
match for sb to be not as good as sb at a 
particular activity □ He's no match for her 
when it comes to negotiating. 
o vt -1. [ideas, needs] to be the same as 
<sthg> □ Your feelings match my own. -2. 
[color, garment] to find <sthg> that is the 
same as or goes with something else □ I'm 
trying to match this paint. □ Can you match the 
names with the photographs? □ You have to 
match each symbol to a different letter of the al¬ 
phabet. -3. [quality, skill, score] to be of the 
same standard or level as <sthg> □ We can 
never match their level of craftsmanship, 
o vi -1. [ideas, needs] We have different views 
that simply do not match. -2. [colors, garments] 

I'm afraid those styles don't really match. 

matchbox ['maet/boks] n a box that contains 
matches and has a rough side to strike them 

on. 

matched [maet/t] adj to be well matched [cou¬ 

ple] to be suitable for each other; [opponents, 

teams] to be equal to each other in strength 

or ability. 

matching ['maetfir)] adj [colors, garments] that 
have the same color or design as each other. 

matchless ['maetflss] adj [beauty, quality] that is 
so good that nothing or nobody can be as 
good as it (literary use). 

matchmaker ['maetj'meiksfl n a person who 
tries to encourage relationships or marriages 
between other people. 

match play n sport in golf, a way of scoring 
that depends on the number of holes a play¬ 
er wins rather than on the total number of 
strokes taken during the game. 

match point n sport a situation in tennis, 
squash etc in which a player will win the 
match if they win the next point □ The 
Swede now has match point. ■ to have two/ 

three match points to be two/three points 
ahead of one’s opponent and need one 
more point to win the match, 

matchstick ['maetjstik] n a wooden match, 
usually one that has been used, 

mate [meit] o n -1. [of an animal] a sexual part¬ 
ner □ Each bird builds an elaborate nest in order 
to attract a mate. -2. shipping an officer on a 
merchant ship o the ship's mate. -3. 
somebody’s wife, husband, or sexual part¬ 
ner. -4. GB a friend (informal use) □ my mate, 
Steve. -5. GB a word used to talk to a man or 
boy in a friendly way (informal use) □ Hello, 
mate! o vi [animals] to have sex in order to 
produce young □ The female always mates with 
the healthiest male. 

material [ms'tisrisl] on-1. [for making some¬ 

thing] the substance that something is made 
of □ The soles are made of synthetic material, 
-2. [for sewing] cloth □ curtain/dress material. 
-3. [for a book, movie] the ideas or informa¬ 
tion that somebody uses to write something 
□ I'm looking for material for my new novel. 
o adj -1. material benefits/needs etc ben¬ 
efits/needs etc that are connected with 
physical everyday life, rather than moral or 
spiritual matters. -2. [evidence, information] 

that is important and relevant. 
♦ materials npl the equipment needed for a 

particular activity or job □ building/writing/ 
cleaning materials. 

materialism [ma'tisnslizm] « the belief that 
money, possessions, and physical comforts 
are more important than spiritual, emotion¬ 
al, or intellectual matters, 

materialist [ma'tisriatast] n a person with a 
materialistic attitude. 

materialistic [ma.tisria'hstik] adj [person, soci¬ 

ety, attitude] that is too concerned with ma¬ 
terialism. 

materialize, -ise [ms'tisnslaiz] vi -1. [problem, 

threat, crisis] to happen, especially in the way 
that was imagined or expected □ Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the breakthrough failed to materialize. -2. [per¬ 

son, object] to appear suddenly after having 
been invisible or somewhere else □ Just as I 
said it, Stan materialized as if from nowhere. 

materially [ms'tiarisli] adv -1. [benefit, suffer] 

physically or financially □ Materially, people 
are much better off. -2. [different, significant] in 
an important way □ The treaty materially alters 
the balance of power in the region. 

maternal [m3't3:rnl] adj -1. [instinct, attitude] 

that is typical of a mother’s behavior toward 
her child □ She's never felt very maternal. 
-2. one's maternal grandfather/aunt one’s 
grandfather/aunt who is the father/sister of 

one’s mother. 
maternity [m3't3:rn3ti] n the state of being a 

mother. 
maternity benefit n gb money paid by the 

state or an employer to a woman just before 
and after she gives birth to a child. 



maternity dress 650 

maternity dress « a dress designed for preg¬ 
nant women. 

maternity leave « a period of time when a 
woman is absent from work to have and 
take care of a baby □ You're allowed up to six 
months' maternity leave. 

maternity ward « a department in a hospital 
that deals with women who are pregnant, 

mateship ['meitfip] n AUS the idea of friend¬ 
ship and equality between working people, 
usually men. 

W MATESHIP 
The idea of mateship in Australia goes back 
to the hard working conditions of the 19th 
century. Life was very difficult for workers 
who moved from place to place in the re¬ 
mote areas of the bush, and it was very im¬ 
portant for them to be able to trust and sup¬ 
port each other. These values of loyalty and 
equality became established as typically 
Australian, and were written about by sev¬ 
eral 19th-century Australian authors. Today, 
mateship is still a strong tradition that can 
be seen in Australians’ belief in equality; the 
word “mate” is still commonly used by men 
to address one another. 

math [masG] US, maths GB [maeGs] n = math¬ 
ematics □ a math teacher/degree. 

math coprocessor [-kou'prousesa1! « an extra 
processor added to a computer to perform 
scientific or mathematical tasks more quick- 
!y- 

mathematical [.mceGa'mcetikl] adj -1. [calcu¬ 

lation, formula, problem] that involves math¬ 
ematics. -2. [person] who is good at math¬ 
ematics □ He's got a very mathematical mind. 

mathematician [lmce0ama'tij’n] n a person 
who is trained or skilled in mathematics, 

mathematics [.maeGa'maetiks] n the science of 
numbers, shapes, and calculations (formal 
use) □ a mathematics professor. 

maths n gb = math. 

matinee [US .maetn'ei, GB ’meetinei] n a perfor¬ 
mance, e.g. of a play or movie, that takes 
place in the afternoon. 

mating call ['meitirj-] n a sound that animals 
make to attract each other when they want 
to mate. 

mating season « the period of time in the 
year when particular animals mate □ Male 
seals become highly aggressive during the mating 
season. 

Matisse [mai'tfis], Henri (1869-1954) a French 
artist, well known for his use of strong pri¬ 
mary colors. 

matriarch ['meitrraTk] « -i. [|n a society] a 
woman who is the ruler of a society where 
power passes from mothers to daughters. 
-2. [of a family] a powerful woman, usually a 
mother or grandmother. 

matrices ['meitrisfiz] plural of matrix, 

matriculate fmo'trikjoleit] vi education to be¬ 
come officially registered as a student at a 
university; to reach the academic standard 

one needs in order to be accepted as a uni¬ 
versity student. 

matriculation [ma.tnkja'lei/n] tv. see matricu¬ 
late. 

matrimonial [.maetra'mounjal] adj [problems, 

home] connected with marriage, 

matrimony [US 'maetramoum, GB -imam] tt the 
state of being married (formal use) □ these 
two young people, united in holy matrimony. 

matrix ['meitriks] {pi matrices or matrixes) n 
-1. the set of conditions that something, e.g. 
a culture or society, develops in. -2. industry 
a mold for shaping metal or plastic (technical 
use). -3. math an arrangement of numbers or 
symbols in columns, used for solving math¬ 
ematical problems. 

matron ['meitran] n -1. [in a school] a woman 
whose job is to check the health of children 
at a school and take care of them when 
they are ill. -2. US [in a prison] a woman who 
is in charge of female prisoners. -3. GB [in a 

hospital] the most senior nurse who is in 
charge of all the other nurses, 

matronly ['meitranli] adj [woman] who is 
middle-aged and fairly fat (polite use), 

matte US, matt GB [maet] adj [black, paint, finish] 
that looks dull and not shiny. 

matted [’mietad] adj [hair, fur] that is thick and 
messy because it is stuck together with wa¬ 
ter, dirt etc. 

matter ['matar] o « -1. a situation or problem 
that needs to be dealt with or discussed □ 
I've come about a private matter. □ You should 
report the matter to the police. □ We never dis¬ 
cuss money matters. □ You can't do it and that's 
uic iu ui me mauer. u rei suauing me airectors 
will be no easy matter. □ She'll never agree, so 
you might as well let the matter drop. -2. what's 
the matter with it? why is it not satisfactory? 
□ "I've bought a new car." — “Why? What was 
the matter with the old one?" u what's the mat¬ 
ter (with you)? why are you looking angry, 
excited, ill etc? □ You look worried: is anything 
the matter? □ There's nothing the matter with 
me, I m perfectly alright. ■ there's something 
the matter with my car my car is not work- 
ing properly □ Therejs nothing the matter with 
the software, so it must be the computer itself. 
-3. physics a collective term for the solids, 
liquids, and gases that make up the universe 
□ research into the properties of matter at high 
temperatures. -4. waste/vegetable matter ma¬ 
terial that consists of waste/vegetables. ■ 
reading matter things for reading, e.g. books 
or magazines. -5. phrases a matter of five miles 
only five miles (used to draw attention to 
now small something is) □ Within a matter of 
hours I was on a plane heading for Bangkok. • 
It s just a matter of practice the only thing 
that is needed is practice. ■ it's a matter of 
fife and death it is very urgent or dangerous. 

■ t0 °° sth9 as a matter of principle to do 
sthg because you consider it is the right 
dung to do. - it's/that's a matter of opinion 
not everybody agrees with what has just 
been said □ "Dickens is a brilliant writer." — 

Thats a matter of opinion." □ It's a matter of 
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opinion whether she actually deserved to win. m 
it's a matter of time it will definitely happen, 
probably quite soon □ It's just a matter of time 
before he's caught. ■ to do sthg as a matter of 

course to do sthg as part of one’s normal 
way of doing things, rather than as some¬ 
thing exceptional □ Before my letters are 
mailed I read them over as a matter of course, 
o vi to be important □ The only thing that mat¬ 
ters to him is money. ■ it doesn't matter it 
does not change the situation in any way □ 
It won't matter if you get there late. □ "I'm sorry 
about yesterday." — "Don't worry, it doesn't mat¬ 
ter. " 

♦ matters npl the situation one is talking 
about □ Getting angry won't help matters. ■ to 

make matters worse,... what made a bad 
situation even worse was that... □ He lost his 
job, and to make matters worse, he received no 
compensation. 

♦ as a matter of fact adv a phrase used to 
give more detailed information, or to dis¬ 
agree with what has just been said □ "Do 
you ever hear from Kate?" — "Yes, I do. As a 
matter of fact, I saw her just the other day." □ "/ 
don't suppose you have much time for reading.” 
— "As a matter of fact, I do." 

♦ for that matter adv a phrase used to say 
that what has already been said is true of 
another situation or person □ You shouldn't lie 
to me, or to anyone else for that matter. □ They 
hadn't told me anything. Nor, for that matter, had 
they told anyone else. 

♦ no matter adv no matter what/how... it 
makes no difference what/how... □ No matter 
how hard / try, I can't make him understand. □ No 
matter what she says, he always disagrees. 

Matterhorn ['maetarhD:rn]: the Matterhorn a 
mountain in the Alps between Italy and 
Switzerland, height: 4,478 m. 

matter-of-fact odj [person, voice, attitude] prac¬ 
tical and showing no emotion. 

Matthews [‘maeGjuiz], Sir Stanley (1915- ) a 
British soccer player, considered one of the 
greatest of all time. 

matting ['maetio] n rough thick material, e.g. 
rope or straw, that is woven together and 
used as a floor covering. 

mattress [’maetros] n a large flat surface filled 
with soft material or springs that is used for 
sleeping on, usually as part of a bed. 

mature [mo'tioati o adj -1. [plant, animal] that 
has grown to its full size □ Mature males can 
reach several meters in length. -2. [person] who 
behaves in the way that is expected of an 
adult a I'm a mature adult. □ He is very mature 
for his age. -3. [cheese, wine] that tastes 
strong because it is old enough for its flavor 
to have developed □ a strong mature flavor, 
o vi [plant, person, wine] to become mature □ 
Jo has matured into a fine young woman. 

mature Student n GB a student at a college or 
university who is over 25. 

maturity [ma't-iuaroti] n [of a person] see mature 

□ He has not yet reached maturity. 

maudlin ['moidlin] adj (person, song] sad and 
sentimental (disapproving use). 

Mayan 

maul [mod] vr [lion, dog] to attack and injure 
<sb> very badly. 

Mauritania [.mon'teinja] a country in 
northwestern Africa, on the Adantic coast, 
situated mainly in the Sahara Desert, size: 
1,080,000 sq kms. population: 2,100,000 
(Mauritanians). capital: Nouakchott, lan¬ 
guage: French, Arabic, currency: ouguiya. 

Mauritius [mo'rijos] a country consisting of an 
island in the Indian Ocean, east of Madagas¬ 
car. size: 2,040 sq kms. population: 
1,100,000 (Mauritians). capital: Port Louis. 
language: English, currency: Mauritian ru¬ 
pee. 

mausoleum [.moiss'liiam] n a building that 
contains a grave or group of graves, espe¬ 
cially of rich or important people. 

mauve [moov] o n a pale purple color, o adj-. 
a mauve tie. 

maverick [’maevorik] « a person who thinks 
and acts independently, and often different¬ 
ly from the other people they are connected 
with □ a maverick lawyer. 

mawkish ['morkij] adj [person, behavior] that 
one thinks is too sentimental. 

max. abbr of maximum. 

maxim ['maeksam] n a short saying or proverb 
that suggests the correct or suitable way to 
behave in particular situations. 

maxima ['maeksama] plural of maximum. 

maximize, -ise ['maeksamaiz] vt [profits, use, 

benefits] to increase <sthg> as much as pos¬ 
sible a We must maximize our chances of suc¬ 
cess. 

maximum ['maeksamam] (pi maxima or maxi- 
mums) o adj [capacity, amount, speed] that is 
the highest or largest □ The news was timed 
to cause maximum damage to the party, o n the 
highest amount of something that is pos¬ 
sible in a particular situation or place □ a 
maximum of 40 people □ The space has been 
used to the maximum. 

may [mei] modal vb -1. it may rain it is pos¬ 
sible that it will rain □ We may just catch him 
before he leaves. ■ you may be right it is pos¬ 
sible that you are right □ She may not have 
heard the news yet. ■ be that as it may used 
when one feels that what has just been said 
does not change the situation (formal use) □ 
"He's very ill."—“Be that as it may, he could 
have phoned." -2. you may go now you are al¬ 
lowed to go now (formal use) □ Only close 
relatives may attend the funeral. -3. may l/we... 
used in polite questions and suggestions □ 
May I take your coat? □ May we look around the 
house? □ May I smoke? -4. used to introduce 
an opinion which one feels somebody has □ 
He may not be very bright, but he's efficient and 
well-organized. □ You may not like it, but I am in 
charge here now. -5. may they be very happy! 
I hope that they will be very happy □ Long 

may he reign! 

May n the fifth month of the year in the 
Western calendar; see also February. 

Mayan [‘maian] adj that is connected with the 
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Maya, a Native American people who had a 
great civilization in Central America, 

maybe ['meibi:] adv -1. used to say that some¬ 
thing is possible but not definite □ Maybe she 
got lost. □ Maybe that's why he dislikes her so 
much. -2. used to show that a number or fig¬ 
ure is not exact o We'd walked three, maybe 
four, miles when we came to a garage. □ It took 
a long time — six hours, maybe. -3. used to 
make suggestions in a way that is not too 
direct □ Maybe you should try talking to him. 

mayday [’meidei] n a radio signal from a ship 
or plane that is sent to show it needs help 
in an emergency □ a mayday signal. 

May Day n the first of May, celebrated as a 
holiday for the workers in many countries. 

Mayflower ['meiflaua1] n the Mayflower the 
ship used by the Pilgrims who sailed from 
England to America in 1620. 

mayfly ['meiflai] (pi mayflies) n a flying insect 
that lives near water and has a very short 
life. 7 

mayhem ['meihem] « a situation of disorder, 
confusion, and lack of control that often in¬ 
volves extreme violence □ The strike caused 
mayhem on the roads today. 

mayn't [meint] = may not. 

mayonnaise [US 'mewneiz, GB .mem'neiz] n a 
thick, cold, creamy sauce made from egg 
yolks and oil that is usually eaten with sal¬ 
ads or in sandwiches. 

mayor [US 'meir, GB mea] n a person elected to 
be the official representative and head of the 
administration of a town or city. 

mayoress [US 'memras, GB .mear'es] n a female 
mayor; the wife of a mayor. 

maypole ['meipoul] n a tall decorated pole 
that people in some countries dance around 
on May Day as part of a traditional celebra¬ 
tion. 

may've fmeiav] = may have. 

maze [meiz] n -1. [in a garden] a confusing sys¬ 

tem of paths separated by tall hedges or 

walls, built as an amusement for people to 

try to find their way through □ a garden 
maze. -2. [of ideas, streets, wires] a large num¬ 

ber of things that are connected in compli¬ 

cated ways □ / found myself wandering through 
3 maze of narrow alleys. 

MB -1. abbr of megabyte. -2. abbr of Manitoba 
MBA (abbr of Master of Business Administra 

tion) « a postgraduate degree in busines 
studies, a person who has this degree. 

MBBS (abbr of Bachelor of Medicine and Sur 
gery) n GB a degree in medicine and surgery 
3 person who has this degree. 

MBE (abbr of Member of the Order of the Brit 
ish Empire) n an honorary title in Britain 

usually given for services to the country. 

MC n abbr of master of ceremonies. 

MCAT Pemkffit] (abbr of Medical College Admis 
s.ons Test) n a test taken by students in or¬ 

der to enter a medical school in the USA. 

MCC (abbr of Marylebone Cricket Club) n the 
MCC a very old and important cricket club, 

based at Lord’s cricket ground in London. 
MCC used to be the name of the English 
national cricket team on foreign tours. 

McCarthy [ma'ka:r9i], Joseph R. (1908-1957) 
a US politician who was largely responsible 
for McCarthyism. 

McCarthyism [ma'ka:r9nzm] n in the USA, an 
anti-Communist movement that was very 
strong from 1950 to 1954. Many people 
were accused wrongly of being anti- 
American. 

McCoy [ma'koi] n the real McCoy a genuine 
object or person, rather than an imitation 
(informal use) □ You shouldn't drink that cheap 
stuff — you want the real McCoy. 

McKinley [ma'kinli], William (1843-1901) US 
president from 1891 to 1901. He was shot 
and killed. 

MCP n abbr of male chauvinist pig (informal use). 

MD o n -1. abbr of Doctor of Medicine. -2. abbr 
of managing director, o abbr of Maryland. 

MDT (abbr of Mountain Daylight Time) n the 
local summer time in the Rocky Mountain 
region of North America. 

me [mi:] prron the person who is speaking or 
writing (used as the object of verbs, or after 
prepositions) □ Hi, it's me, Rachel. □ Can you 
hear me? o Allow me to explain. □ She stood 
next to me. □ That's for me to decide. □ "I'd like 
to go now." — "Me too. ” 

ME o n (abbr of myalgic encephalomyelitis) an 
illness causing tiredness and aching muscles 
that sometimes lasts for years, o abbr of 
Maine. 

meadow ['medou] n a field of wild grass and 
flowers. 

meager us, meagre gb ['mugs'] adj [amount, 

income, meal] that seems very small □ We had 
a meager helping of fish. 

meal [mid] n -1. an occasion when people eat, 
usually breakfast, lunch, or dinner □ the eve¬ 
ning meal □ We're going out for a meal tonight. □ 
a three-course meal □ Rhoda cooked us a deli¬ 
cious meal. □ a heavy/light meal. -2. the food 
that is eaten at a meal. ■ to make a meal of 
sthg GB to use more time and effort on sthg 
than is necessary (disapproving use). 

meals on wheels tipl a service that delivers 
hot meals to the homes of people who are 
very old or ill. 

mealtime [‘midtaim] n the time when a meal 
is eaten. ■ take the medicine at mealtimes 
take the medicine three times a day, with 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 

mealy-mouthed [-'maudd] adj [person] who 
does not speak openly or directly because 

unpkas'L?™® “ aV°id !ayi"S ’““^S 

v rr ■■■«*««■ v v vi -i. opese 
means very fat" “obese” has the same 

meaning as very fat” □ What does "hegemo¬ 
ny mean? m red means danger red is a sign 

t danger □ That light means that the fuel tank 

® TS, Vh,S meanS war! thls means that 

wLT^ haPPen' ^ What d0 Vou mean? 
hat are you trying to say? □ / think he meant 
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that we should do It now. □ Do you mean that we 
won't see each other again? -3. I mean it I am 
serious about what I said □ / meant every 
word I said. -4. this will mean... the result of 
this will be... □ Closing down the factory will 
mean hundreds of job losses. -5. to mean to do 

sthg to have a deliberate intention of doing 
sthg □ / didn't mean to be rude. □ I've been 
meaning to ask you how you got on. -6. to be 

meant for sb to be intended to be given or 
sent to sb □ The bomb was meant for the Prime 
Minister. -7. you/we etc are meant to... you/ 
we etc have been told to... □ He's meant to 
be helping me. □ You're not meant to go in there! 
-8. it's meant to be a joke it is intended to be 
a joke □ "What have you drawn?" — “It's meant 
to be a horse." -9. it's meant to be good for 

you people say that it is good for you □ It's 
meant to be the best club in town. -10. phrases 
to mean everything or a lot to sb to be very 
important to sb □ Money means nothing to me. 
m he/she means well he/she is trying to be 
kind or helpful, in spite of the fact that he/ 
she is causing problems □ Don't be impatient 
with him, he means well. ■ I mean used to ex¬ 
plain something in more detail, or to correct 
what one has just said □ She's very kind; I 
mean, she's always ready to help. □ I'll be there 
by six, I mean seven. 
o adj -1. [person, act) unkind and unpleasant 
□ What a mean thing to do! □ I'm sorry I was so 
mean to you. -2. US [person, dog] bad-tempered 
□ He can get real mean sometimes. -3. GB [per¬ 

son] unwilling to give or spend money □ 
He's always been mean with money. -4. math 

[rainfall, height] average. -5. phrases she is no 
mean writer/golfer etc she is excellent at 
writing/golf etc. ■ it's no mean feat it is very 
difficult to do □ To have fitted it all by himself is 
no mean feat. -6. he plays a mean guitar he 
plays the guitar very well (informal use). 
o n -1. math the mean the average. -2. -» 

means. 

meander [miaendar] vi -1. [river, road] to have 
many bends and not lead directly some¬ 
where. -2. [person] to move somewhere 
slowly without a particular purpose or direc¬ 

tion. 

meaning ['mfiniQ] « -1- [of a word, phrase, sign] 

the thing that a particular word, phrase etc 
refers to □ The word "get" has lots of different 
meanings. □ Kindness! — You don't know the 
meaning of the word! -2. [of a painting, song, 

statement] the ideas that are expressed by 
something □ I've never understood the meaning 
of his songs, but I like them. -3. [of life, suffering] 

the importance or purpose that one feels 
something has □ Life lost all meaning for her af¬ 

ter her husband died. 

meaningful ['mimirjfl] adj -1. [look, remark] that 
expresses a particular attitude or message □ 
"/ understand," he said, and gave a meaningful 
smile. -2. [relationship, discussion] that is seri¬ 
ous and important □ / don't think we ve 
reached any meaningful conclusions. 

meaningless ['miinigtes] adj -1. [song, gesture, 

word] that means nothing □ Well, read it! It's 
just a lot of meaningless nonsense. -2. [task, life, 

discussion] that has no purpose □ / find all 
these meetings pretty meaningless, actually. 

meanness ['mfinnas] n -1. us [of a person, ac¬ 

tion, behavior] unkindness. -2. GB [of a person, 

gift] the quality of not being generous, 

means [mi:nz] (pi means) o n a particular way 
of doing something □ Use any means available 
to you. □ Is there no means of doing it any fast¬ 
er? • a means of transport the type of trans¬ 
port that somebody can use, e.g. a bus, 
train, or car □ A bicycle is my only means of 
transport now. ■ a means to an end a way of 
achieving something else, rather than some¬ 
thing that is desirable for its own sake □ For 
Lyle, a law degree was a means to an end, and 
that end was politics. ■ by means of sthg [of a 

tool, device, process] by using sthg □ They 
communicate by means of signs, 
o npl money or resources □ He's a young man 
of independent means. ■ to live within/beyond 
one's means to spend an amount of money 
over a period of time that one can/cannot 
afford. 

♦ by all means adv a phrase used for giving 
somebody permission to do something □ 
“May I try?" -— "By all means!" □ By all means, 
if you think it's worth it. 

♦ by no means adv not at all □ It's by no 
means easy. □ I don't think it's fair by any means. 

means test « a way of finding out how 
much money somebody earns to decide 
whether or not they qualify for extra money 
from the state. 

meant [ment] past tense &? past participle of 

mean. 

meantime ['mfintaim], in the meantime adv 

in the period of time between two events □ 
The police will contact us when they find him. In 
the meantime, all we can do is wait. 

meanwhile ['mhnwail] adv -1. used to describe 
an event that is happening at the same time 
as another event □ Leave the sauce to cool. 
Meanwhile, whisk two eggs in a bowl. -2. in the 
period of time between two events □ The 
strike is due to start at 7 a.m. tomorrow. Mean¬ 
while talks are going on to end the dispute. 

measles ['mfizlz] n an infectious disease with 
symptoms of fever and red spots on the 
skin that mainly affects children, 

measly ['miizli] (compar measlier, super! measli¬ 
est) adj [amount, offer] that one finds small 
and disappointing (disapproving and informal 
use) □ All I got was a measly 50 cents! 

measurable ['mesarobl] adj [progress, improve¬ 

ment, decline] that is noticeable and so is im¬ 
portant in some way □ The new law will have 
no measurable effect on people's lives. 

measurably ['mesorobli] adv [progress, improve, 

deteriorate] see measurable □ The family is mea¬ 
surably poorer than it was ten years ago. 

measure l'me33r] o n -1. [to do something] an 
action that is carried out for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ The government must take measures to 
ease traffic congestion. -2. a measure of sthg 
[of independence, success] a degree or amount 
of sthg □ There is a certain measure of truth in 
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what you say. m for good measure a phrase 
used to say that something is done, given 
etc in addition to something else □ I'll add an 
extra spoonful for good measure. -3. [of whiskey, 

brandy] the amount of an alcoholic drink that 
is in a glass □ He poured himself a large meas¬ 
ure of gin. -4. to be a measure of sthg to show 
how great or important something is □ an in¬ 
dustry where sales are seen as the only measure 
of success. 

o vt [house, person] to find out the exact size 
of <sb/sthg>; [speed, temperature] to find out 
the exact level of <sthg> □ Can you measure 
my chest for me? □ Have you measured the pa¬ 
tient's pulse? 

o vi to be a particular size that can be 
shown as a distance □ The garden measures 
40m by 25m. 

♦ measure up vt to be good or able enough □ 
The hotel didn't measure up to our expectations. 
□ So, how did the new manager measure up? 

measured ['me^d] adj [steps, tones] careful 
and deliberate □ He gave a measured reply. 

measurement ['me33rmant] « -1. the size or 
level of something that is found out by 
measuring □ / need to take the measurement of 
the height of the door. □ What's your chest meas¬ 
urement? □ a unit of measurement. -2. the act 
of measuring something. 

♦ measurements npl [of person] the sizes of 
particular parts of one’s body, e.g. of one’s 
chest, waist, or legs, used when buying 
clothes □ / don t know all of my measurements. 

measuring cup ['me33nr)-] n US a type of cup 
for measuring liquid or food, used in cook¬ 
ing. 

measuring jug « GB a transparent jug that 
has markings on the side so that the 
amount of liquid, flour, sugar etc in it can 
be measured. 

measuring tape n a strip of tape or metal 
with inches or centimeters marked on it 
used for measuring things. 

meat [mi:t] « the flesh of animals that people 
6dt. 

meatball [’mfitbod] n a small ball of ground 
meat. 

meatloaf ['mntlouf] « a dish that is made from 
ground meat, bread, vegetables etc and is 
shaped like a loaf of bread. 

meaty I'miitr] (compar meatier, superl meatiest) 
adl (discussion, report] that is full of interest¬ 
ing facts, ideas etc. 

mecca I'meks] n a place that attracts a lot of 
people □ In the summer, the town is a mecca 
tor tourists. 

Mecca a city in western Saudi Arabia. It is 

.Jf blrt^P1Ce °f Muhammad and a sacred 
city to Muslims, who must go there once on 

618 000mage ^ lt 1S possible- population: 

mechanic [mi'kamik] « a person whose job i 
to maintain and repair engines or machines 
especially cars. 

♦ mechanics o n the branch of science tha 
is concerned with how forces act on objecti 

□ fluid mechanics, o npl the way that some¬ 
thing works □ / don't understand the mechanics 
of the stock market. 

mechanical [mi'kaemkl] adj -1. [device, digger] 

that has moving parts and uses power □ a 

small mechanical toy. -2. [person, mind] good at 
understanding how machines work □ I'm not 
very mechanical. -3. [behavior, response] that 
happens because of habit and not because 
of what one feels or thinks □ He stamped the 
papers with slow, mechanical movements. 

mechanical engineering n the branch of en¬ 
gineering that is concerned with machines 
and machinery. 

mechanical pencil n us a pencil in which the 
lead can be moved in or out by twisting or 
pressing a part of the pencil, 

mechanism ['meksnizm] n -1. a part of a ma¬ 
chine □ There's no safety mechanism on this 
model. -2. [in a system, government] a way of 
dealing with a problem or getting something 
done □ There are various mechanisms in place 
which should prevent errors of this kind. -3. [in a 

person, animal, plant] something that one does 
to help one deal with a difficult or danger¬ 
ous situation □ a defense/survival mechanism. 

mechanization [us .meksns'zeijn, gb -snai-] n: 
see mechanize. 

mechanize, -ise ['mekanaiz] o vt [process, in¬ 

dustry, production] to use machines for <sthg> 
so that people or animals are no longer in¬ 
volved to the same extent, o vi: The company 
will have to mechanize to remain competitive. 

MEd [,em ed] (abbr of Master of Education) n a 
postgraduate degree in education; a person 
who has this degree. 

medal ['medl] n a small metal disk given to 
somebody for bravery, a sports achievement 
etc □ General de Pehra pinned the medal to his 
chest. □ She won an Olympic medal. 

medalist us, medallist gb ['medbst] « a per¬ 
son who wins a medal in a sports competi¬ 
tion □ an Olympic gold/silver medalist. 

; , V-V J<»ii n a piece ot jewelry 
that looks like a small medal and is worn on 
a chain around the neck, usually by men. 

medallist n gb = medalist. 

meddle ['medl] vi to try to influence a situa¬ 
tion that concerns other people and not one¬ 
self in a way that is annoying and can cause 
problems □ How dare you meddle in or with 
my affairs! 

"meddles0"16 ['medls3m] ad> (Person] who 

. J w meaia a collec¬ 
tive term for television, radio, and news- 

d,tPnrSmD 3 hU9J advertisin9 campaign in the me- 
what hhe,medla bears a huge responsibility for 
what has happened, o plural of medium. 

meeva|aeVal CUS ,mi:dl'i:v1’ GB 'med-J ad1 = "iedi- 

- * mac is a 
attract the attention of the media 

mehdlan^,:drl ° ad> MTH that comes i 

tlTd tn °Ha S£rieS °f fiSUreS that de ¬ ranged in order, o « us the median (strip 
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the middle part of a large road that divides 
traffic going in opposite directions. 

mediate ['miidieit] o vi to try to end an argu¬ 
ment between two groups of people by talk¬ 
ing to both of them □ The US has agreed to 
mediate between the two countries/mediate in the 
dispute, o vt: The UN was asked to mediate a peace 
settlement. 

mediation [,mi:di'eifn] n: see mediate. 

mediator ['mi:dieit3r] n a person who medi¬ 
ates □ UN mediators had done their best to nego¬ 
tiate a settlement. 

medic ['medik] « (informal use) -1. a doctor. 
-2. a medical student. 

Medicaid ['medikeid] « a government program 
in the USA that helps pay for medical treat¬ 
ment for poor people. 

medical [’medikl] o adj [examination, supplies, 

profession] that is concerned with people’s 
health and the treatment of illnesses and in¬ 
juries □ a medical practitioner, o « a complete 
examination of one’s body and health by a 
doctor for an official purpose □ He passed/ 
failed his army medical. 

medical certificate n -1. a form completed 
by a doctor that shows the results of a 
medical examination. -2. a letter written by 
a doctor to somebody’s employer to say of¬ 
ficially that they are or have been ill. 

medical insurance n a kind of insurance that 
covers the cost of treatment that one re¬ 
ceives for sickness or injury, 

medical student n a student of medicine. 

Medicare f'medikea'] n in the USA, a govern¬ 
ment program that provides medical care for 
old people; in Canada and Australia, a pro¬ 
gram that provides medical care for every¬ 
body. 

medicated ['medikeitad] adj [shampoo, cough 

syrup] that contains medication, 

medication kmedi'keiJTi] « a drug or medicine 
used for treating a patient □ Are you on any 
medication? 

medicinal [ma'disnl] adj that acts as a medi¬ 
cine □ / always keep a bottle of brandy for me¬ 
dicinal purposes. □ the medicinal properties of the 
eucalyptus plant. 

medicine ['medsn] n -1. the subject that deals 
with diseases and injuries □ She's studying 
medicine at Columbia. -2. a substance used for 
treating a disease or illness, especially one 
that is swallowed □ I'm taking this medicine for 
my throat. □ a cough medicine □ a medicine bot¬ 

tle. 

medicine man n in some cultures, a man 
who is believed to have magic powers that 
make it possible to cure illnesses, 

medieval [US ,mi:di'i:vl, GB ,med-] ad) [warfare, 

architecture, literature] that is connected with 
the period 1100 to 1500 AD, especially in 

European history. 

mediocre [lmi:di'ouk3r] adj [performance, movie, 

candidate] that is not good enough □ / thought 
the standard of work was rather mediocre. 

mediocrity [.miidi'Dkrati] n: see mediocre □ the 
mediocrity of most TV programs. 

meditate ['medateit] vi -1. to think carefully 
and seriously about something for a long 
time □ / had no time to meditate on or upon 
the problem. -2. to empty one’s mind of 
thoughts by staying calm and quiet, so that 
one can concentrate on one particular thing, 
usually as a spiritual or religious activity, 

meditation [.meda'teifn] n -1. the process of 
thinking about something carefully. -2. the 
process of emptying one’s mind of thoughts 
and entering a relaxed state □ She's been go¬ 
ing to meditation classes at the Buddhist center. 

Mediterranean [.medits'reinian] o the Mediter¬ 

ranean (Sea) the sea between southern Europe, 
North Africa, and the Middle East. It is con¬ 
nected to the Atlantic Ocean by the Strait of 
Gibraltar, and to the Red Sea by the Suez 
Canal, o adj: Mediterranean cooking □ the 
Mediterranean climate. 

medium ['miidiam] (pi sense 1 media or me¬ 

diums, pi sense 2 mediums) o adj [size, height, 
brown] that is halfway between something 
that is more and something that is less □ Her 
attacker was a blond youth of medium build, o n 
-1. an activity or form of communication 
that somebody uses to express themselves 
to other people □ the medium of photography/ 
English/television □ CD-ROM — an exciting new 
visual medium □ interactive media. -2. a person 
who is believed to be able to receive mes¬ 
sages from dead people, 

medium-dry adj [white wine, sherry] not very 
sweet. 

medium-size(d) adj [room, table, container] that 
is not big and not small, 

medium wave « a range of sound waves 
used by radios, between 100 and 1,000 me¬ 
ters long. 
NOTE: Compare long wave, short wave. 

medley ['medli] {pi medleys) n -1. [of sights, 
sounds, smells] a mixture of things of differ¬ 
ent sorts that produces an interesting effect. 
-2. music a collection of songs that have a 
common theme and are played one after the 
other without interruption. 

Medusa [ms'diuisa] in Greek mythology, a 
woman who had snakes for hair. Anybody 
who looked at her was turned to stone, 

meek [mi:k] adj [person] who is gende, quiet, 
and does what other people say. 

meekly ['mi’.kli] adv [follow, accept, smile] see 

meek □ "/ apologize," he said meekly. 

meet [mi:t] (pt & pp met) o vt -1. [person] to 
be in the same place as <sb> by chance and 
start talking to them; to arrange to be in the 
same place at the same time as <sb> for a 
particular purpose □ / met a great guy on the 
way over. □ Where shall we meet each other? □ 
They met political leaders to discuss the latest 
proposals. -2. [person, friend] to begin to know 
<sb> by speaking to them for the first time 
□ / met my wife at a party. □ You're the most ar¬ 
rogant man I've ever met! -3. [client, relative] to 
go somewhere in order to pick up <sb who 
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has made a trip> □ We'll send a car to meet 
you at the airport. □ / have to meet the 4:30 flight 
from Durban. -4. [condition, demand, deadline) to 
do what is required by <sthg> □ You need a 
grade A in order to meet the course require¬ 
ments. -5. [objection, criticism] to face <sthg> 
in a particular way in order to deal with it 
successfully □ To survive, we must meet the 
challenge of new technology. -6. [cost, bill] to 
pay <sthg> □ Would you be in a position to 
meet the cost of a replacement if necessary? 
-7. [situation, problem, attitude] to come into 
contact with <sthg> so that one notices it 
and is affected by it □ It's the first case of this 
sort I've met. □ He'd never met such resistance 
to his ideas before. -8. [object, surface] to touch 
or hit <sthg> □ His head met the windscreen 
with a thud. -9. to meet sb's gaze to look back 
at sb who is looking at one □ She felt so 
ashamed she couldn't meet his gaze. -10. [road, 

land, sea] to be next to <sthg> and connect¬ 
ed to it □ Make a left where Broadway meets 
West 51st Street. □ where East meets West. 
o vi -1. [people] to be in the same place by 
chance and start talking; [friends, committee, 

board] to meet each other by arrangement 
for a particular purpose □ We met on the 
plane. □ Let's meet for lunch next Friday. □ The 
two sides met to discuss peace terms. -2. [peo¬ 

ple, friends, couple] to begin to know each 
other by speaking for the first time □ I'll nev¬ 
er forget the night we met. □ / don't think we've 
met before. -3. [objects] to touch each other □ 
Their lips/fingers met. -4. [eyes] to look at each 
other □ Their eyes met across a crowded room. 
-5. [roads, lines] to join together □ Route 94 
and Route 10 meet in Arizona, don't they? 
o n us an event in which a number of ath¬ 
letes gather to take part in a competition □ 
an athletics meet. 

♦ meet up vi [people] to meet by arrangement 
□ We met up again the following year in Prague. 
□ I'll meet up with you later, okay? 

♦ meet with vt fus -1. to meet with sthg [with 
criticism, a refusal] to receive sthg as a reac¬ 
tion □ The agreement met with general approval. 
■ to meet with success/failure [attempt, plan] 
to be successful/a failure. -2. to meet with sb 
to meet sb by arrangement. 

meeting ['miitirj] tt -1. [of a board, committee] 
an event when people meet as part of their 
work or for a particular purpose □ I'm afraid 
she s in a meeting at the moment. □ The chair¬ 
man called an emergency meeting. □ a staff 
meeting a a meeting between union representa¬ 
tives and management. -2. the people at a 
meeting □ The meeting voted in favor of the 
measure. -3. [between friends, acquaintances] an 
event when people meet by chance or by 
arrangement □ On our last meeting we had a 
serious argument. 

meeting place n a place where two or more 
people have agreed to meet; a place that is 
used in this way by many people. 

meeting point n a place in a large public area 
such as an airport where people can arrange 
to meet each other. 

me9a t me9a] prefix -1. added to words to 

multiply the stated amount by a million. 
-2. added to words to mean “very” (informal 
use) □ mega-exciting. 

megabyte ['megabait] n one million bytes, 

megahertz ['meg3h3:rts] n one million hertz. 

megalomania [.megab'meima] n a belief that 
one is more powerful and important than 
anybody else. 

megalomaniac [.megsb'meimaek] n a person 
who wants to be more powerful and impor¬ 
tant than anybody else. 

megaphone [’megafoun] n a device consisting 
of a tube that is wider at one end than the 
other and that makes one’s voice sound 
louder when one speaks into it. It is used 
especially for speaking to a large number of 
people outdoors. 

megaton ['megatAn] n a unit (one million tons 
of TNT) used for measuring the force of an 
explosion. 

megawatt ['megawDt] n one million watts, 

melamine ['melamiin] n a man-made material 
that is often white, used for furniture sur¬ 
faces. 

melancholy ['melankoli] o adj [person] who is 
sad and thoughtful □ "It's autumn again," he 
said in a melancholy voice, o n a strong feeling 
of sadness that lasts a long time. 

Melanesia [.mela'ni^a] a group of islands in 
the Pacific Ocean, northeast of Australia, 
that includes Fiji, the Solomon Islands, and 
Vanuatu. 

Melbourne ['melbarn] a port in Victoria, 
southeastern Australia. It is the capital of 
the state, and a major financial, industrial, 
and cultural center, population: 3,002,300. 

Melbourne Cup w the Melbourne Cup 

Australia’s most important horse race, 
which takes place on the first Tuesday in 
November. 

* THE MELBOURNE CUP 

The Melbourne Cup, a horse race that takes 
place in Melbourne, Australia every Novem¬ 
ber, is one of the country’s biggest sporting 
events. The day of the race is a public holi- 
day in the state of Victoria, and the race it¬ 
self brings the whole nation to a standstill. 
Almost everybody watches it on television 
and most people place a bet, either in a bet¬ 
ting shop or in informal bets organized in 
workplaces. 

mellow Frnelou] o adj -1. [light, color] that 
looks soft, warm, and not too bright □ the 
mellow autumn light. -2. [voice, sound, taste] 

that seems smooth and pleasant □ the mel¬ 
low tones of a clarinet. -3. [person] who is calm 
and relaxed a He's a really mellow guy. o vt to 
make <sb> more gentle, relaxed, and pleas¬ 
ant a Marriage seems to have mellowed her. 
° vt: He s mellowing in his old age. 

melodic [ma'lDdik] adj [song, music] that is con¬ 
nected with the arrangement of music in a 
tunerul way. 
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melodious [ma'loudias] adj [voice, music] that is 
pleasant to listen to. 

melodrama [US 'meladrasms, GB -draima] n a 
kind of drama in which the events are very 
sad, exciting etc and the characters react in 
an emotional way that is exaggerated; a 
play written in this style. 

melodramatic fimebdra'maetik] adj [person, be¬ 
havior] that is too emotional and treats situa¬ 
tions as being much more serious than they 
really are □ Oh, stop being so melodramatic! 

melody ['mebdi] (pi melodies) n a tune; the 
quality of music that is melodic □ That's a 
nice melody. □ His songs are full of melody. 

melon pmebn] n a large round or oval fruit 
that contains white, green, or red juicy flesh 
and has a hard green or yellow skin and 
seeds in the center. 

melt [melt] o vt -1. [snow, ice] to make <sthg 
solid> become liquid or soft by increasing 
its temperature □ Melt the butter in a pan. 
-2. to melt sb's heart to make sb feel tender 
and loving. 

o vi -1. [butter, snow, ice] to change from a 
solid into something liquid or soft as a re¬ 
sult of being heated □ Cook until the cheese 
has melted. -2. [person, heart! to become ten¬ 
der and loving. -3. to melt into sthg [into the 
crowd, background] to become unnoticeable 
by joining or becoming part of sthg else □ 
She has the most amazing ability to just melt into 
the background and remain unobserved. □ Day 
gradually melted into night. ■ to melt away 
[crowds, time, anger] to seem to disappear in 
a way one cannot explain □ / looked into his 
eyes and the years seemed to melt away. 

♦ melt down vt sep> to melt sthg down [metal, 
glass] to heat sthg until it melts so that it 
can be used again. 

meltdown ['meltdaun] n the melting of fuel in 
a nuclear reactor that can cause radiation to 
leak out. 

melting point ['meltxr)-] « the temperature at 
which something melts when it becomes 
hotter. 

melting pot n a place or situation where peo¬ 
ple from many different countries and cul¬ 
tures meet, mix, or live together □ New York 
is the original melting pot. 

Melville [’melvil], Herman (1819-1891) a US 
novelist. His most famous works are Moby 
Dick and Billy Budd. 

member ['membar] n -1. [of a family, species] a 
person or animal that belongs to a particular 
group □ a member of the opposite sex □ The 
jaguar is a member of the cat family. -2. [of a 
club, committee, political party] a person who 
has joined a particular organization □ 'Mem¬ 
bers only' □ a member of staff or staff member □ 
/ became a member in 1980. □ a member 
country/state. 

Member of Congress (pi Members of Con¬ 
gress) n in the USA, a politician elected to 
Congress, especially to the House of Repre¬ 

sentatives. 

Member of Parliament (pi Members of Parlia¬ 

ment) n in Britain, a politician elected to the 
House of Commons; in Commonwealth 
countries, a politician elected to represent 
the people in a parliament. 

membership ['membo'J'ip] n -1. the state of 
being a member of an organization □ Mem¬ 
bership of the library is free. □ a membership fee. 
-2. the number of members in an organiza¬ 
tion □ Our membership doubled last year alone. 
-3. the membership the members of an or¬ 
ganization. 

membership card n a card which proves that 
one is a member of an organization. 

membrane [’membrein] n anatomy a very thin 
piece of skin which joins or covers parts of 
the body. 

memento [ma’mentoo] (pi mementos) n an ob¬ 
ject one keeps to remember a person or spe¬ 
cial occasion □ Keep it as a memento. 

memo ['memou] (pi memos) « a note from one 
person to another within the same office or 
organization; a note from one person, de¬ 
partment etc to all the other members of an 
office or organization □ Didn't you receive my 
memo about it? □ an all-staff memo. 

memoirs ['memwa:rz] npl a book written by 
somebody, usually well known, about the 
important events in their life □ They've just 
published her memoirs. 

memo pad « a block of small sheets of paper 
used for writing short memos on. 

memorabilia [.memara'bilia] npl objects that 
people collect because they are connected 
with a particular period, person etc □ You 
should see all the Beatles memorabilia she's col¬ 
lected. 

memorable ['memsrsbl] adj [occasion, experi¬ 
ence, achievement] that is remembered for 
being special or unusual □ It was hardly a 
memorable evening — we just played cards all 
night. 

memorandum [.mema’raendam] (pi memoranda 
[-da] or memorandums) n = memo (formal 
use). 

memorial [ma'moirisl] o adj a memorial 
service/ceremony etc a service/ceremony etc 
that is in honor of a dead person, o n a 
monument that honors a dead person or an 
event in history □ a memorial to the war dead. 

Memorial Day n in the USA, a holiday that is 
celebrated on the last Monday of May. It 
honors US soldiers who died while fighting 
wars. 

memorize, -ise ['memsraiz] vt [names, number] 
to learn <sthg> exactly, so that one does 
not forget it. 

memory ['memari] (pi memories) n -1. an abil¬ 
ity to remember things a I've got a good 
memory for faces, o / must be losing my memo¬ 
ry! □ / have no memory of saying that. □ She 
frantically searched her memory for clues, ■ to 
do sthg from memory to do sthg by remem¬ 
bering it and without looking at any words, 
text etc □ He could recite whole sections from 
memory. -2. something that one remembers 
□ / have happy childhood memories. ■ in or with- 
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in living memory since the earliest time that 
can be remembered by anybody who is still 
alive □ It was the coldest winter in living memo¬ 
ry. -3. computing the capacity of a computer 
to store information □ How much memory 
does the new model have? -4. sb's memory the 
things that one remembers about sb who is 
dead □ His memory lived on in her mind. ■ in 
memory of sb as a way of remembering sb 
who is dead □ A plaque was put up in memory 
of the great poet. 

memory card n a piece of equipment that is 
added to a computer to increase its memory 
capacity. 

men [men] plural of man. 

menace ['menas] o « -1. [to society, public safe¬ 

ty, one's health] a person or thing that could 
cause serious harm □ He's a menace to every¬ 
one else on the road. -2. [in somebody's voice, 

eyes] a way of speaking or behaving that 
makes somebody feel threatened a There 
was a look of menace in his eyes. □ A note of 
menace crept into his voice. -3. a person or 
thing that is annoying and causes problems 
(informal use) □ That child is/These stairs are an 
absolute menace! o vt to seem likely to harm 
<sb/sthg> □ Once again Europe was menaced 
by the threat of all-out war. 

menacing ['menasirfi adj [look, behavior] that 
makes one feel threatened □ He gave a men¬ 
acing smile. 

menacingly ['menasiijl]] adv [look, behave] see 
menacing. 

menagerie [ma'naedsari] n a small collection of 
animals. 

mend [mend] o vf [clothes, television, car] to 
repair <sthg>; [hole, puncture] to remove 
<sthg> by repairing the thing that has it. ■ 
to mend one's ways to stop behaving badly 
and start behaving in a more acceptable 
way. o n to be on the mend to be getting 
better after an illness or injury (informal use), 

mending [’mendig] n clothes that need to be 
mended. 

menfolk ['menfouk] npl a term used by wom¬ 
en to refer to the men in their family, village 
etc. 

menial ['miimal] adj [work, task] that is not in¬ 
teresting or important and needs no skill; 
[worker, staff] who does menial work, 

meningitis [.memn'dsaitas] n an infectious ill¬ 
ness that affects the brain and spinal cord 
and can be very serious. 

Mennonite ['menanait] n a member of a Prot¬ 
estant group that is against the idea of an 
organized church and military service and 
refuses to hold public office. 

menopause ['menapoiz] n the time in a wom¬ 
an’s life when she stops menstruating and 
experiences other physical and psychological 
changes, usually around the age of 50. 

menservants ['mens3:rv3nts] plural of man¬ 
servant. 

men's room n the men's room a men’s toilet 
in a public place such as a restaurant or ho¬ 
tel lobby. 

menstrual ['menstrual] adj that is connected 
with menstruation □ the menstrual cycle. 

menstruate ['menstrueit] vi [woman] to have 
one’s period. 

menstruation [.menstru'eifn] n the process, 
during which a woman who is not pregnant 
loses blood from her womb through her va¬ 
gina, usually once a month, 

menswear ['menzwear] « a collective term for 
clothes, shoes etc for men. 

mental [‘mentl] adj -1. [effort, ability, develop¬ 

ment] that is connected with the mind or the 
intelligence □ I'd say it was a mental rather than 
a physical problem. □ mental health. -2. a mental 
patient a person who is suffering from an 
illness of the mind. -3. mental arithmetic/a 
mental decision etc arithmetic/a decision etc 
that is formed in one’s thoughts rather than 
in writing or in speech □ I'd already formed a 
mental picture of what she would be like. 

mental age n a measurement of a person’s 
intelligence when compared with the intelli¬ 
gence of an average child at that age □ a girl 
of 18 with a mental age of 6. 

mental block n to have a mental block about 
sthg [about cars, computers] to be unable to 
understand sthg, for no clear reason; [about a 

word, name] to be unable to remember sthg 
one knows, often unexpectedly and for a 
short time. 

mental hospital n a special hospital where 
people with mental illnesses are taken care 
of. 

mentality [men'taebti] n the attitudes, often 
negative, that affect the way somebody be¬ 
haves □ You just have to accept that they have a 
different kind of mentality. 

mentally ['mentli] adv: see mental □ / think it's a 
very difficult job, both mentally and physically. □ 
mentally ill. 

mentally handicapped o adj to be mentally 
handicapped [person] to have a level of men¬ 
tal development that is not as great as in 
other people of the same age, usually be¬ 
cause of illness or an accident □ men tally- 
handicapped children, o npl the mentally handi¬ 
capped the people in society who cure men¬ 
tally handicapped. 

mental note n to make a mental note to try to 
keep something in one’s memory so that 
one can remember it later □ / made a mental 
note of the number. □ / made a mental note to 
call her as soon as I got back. 

menthol ['men0Dl] n a white substance that 
smells and tastes of mint, and is used in 
candy, toothpaste etc □ menthol cigarettes. 

mentholated ['menGaleitad] adj [cough drop, 
cigarette] that contains menthol. 

mention ['menjh] o vt to say something about 
<sb/sthg> briefly, often as part of a much 
longer conversation, piece of writing etc □ 

ue mentioned that you might be interested. □ / 

was mentioned as a possible replacement. □ / 

hate to mention money at a time like this. □ Did 
he happen to mention when/where he would ar¬ 
rive? m don't mention it! a phrase used to re- 
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spond to somebody who has just said 
“thank you” in order to show that one was 
happy to help; a phrase used to reply to 
somebody who has just apologized in order 
to show that one is not angry. ■ not to men¬ 
tion a phrase used to add something to a list 
and give it emphasis □ It was tactless, not to 
mention very offensive. □ This project is going to 
cost us a fortune, not to mention all the extra 
work involved. 

On a very short statement about somebody 
or something, often as part of a much long¬ 
er conversation, piece of writing etc □ The 
concert got a brief mention in the papers. □ Their 
criticism makes no mention of Mr Bryant's posi¬ 
tive achievements. 

mentor ['mento:1) n a person who guides 
somebody’s development and influences 
their education a lot □ For many years he act¬ 
ed as a mentor to me. 

menu ['menju:] n -1. [in a restaurant] a list of 
the dishes that can be ordered □ What's on 
the menu? □ the fish menu □ I'd like to order 
something from the menu. -2. computing a list 
of the options or programs available to a 
computer user that is shown on the screen □ 
How do I get back to the main menu? 

menu-driven adj [computer program] that has 
menus at each stage to help the user, 

meow us, miaow GB [mi'au] o « the cry of a 
cat. o vi to make the cry of a cat. 

MEP n abbr of Member of the European Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Mephistopheles [.mefi'stDfslhz] the name of 
the devil in the story of Faust, 

mercantile [’m3:rk3ntail] adj [law, growth] that 
is concerned with trade and business, 

mercenary [US 'm3:rsneri, GB 'msisnari] (pi mer¬ 
cenaries) o « military a soldier who fights 
for any country for money, o adj -1. [person] 
who is interested only in the money that 
can be made from a person or situation, ra¬ 
ther than in being loyal, moral etc □ You sold 
it? That was a pretty mercenary thing to do! 
-2. [army] that is made up of mercenaries, 

merchandise [’m3:rtj3ndaiz] « goods for buy¬ 
ing, selling, or trading □ poor-quality merchan¬ 
dise. 

merchandising [’m3:rtj3ndaizir)] « goods such 
as toys and clothes that are connected with 
a popular movie, singer etc. 

merchant ['m3:rtj3nt] o adj a merchant 
seaman/ship a sailor/ship that is involved in 
business and is not part of a country’s mili¬ 
tary navy, o « a person whose job is to buy 
and sell large amounts of a particular product, 
especially by importing and exporting it 

merchant bank n GB a bank that deals with 
companies and business involving very large 
sums of money rather than with ordinary 
customers. 

merchant marine us, merchant navy gb « 
all of the merchant ships in a country; all of 
the people who work on these ships, 

merciful ['ni3:rsifl] adj -1. [person, act] that 
shows forgiveness and kindness toward 

somebody. -2. that is good because it ends 
pain or unhappiness □ Her death was a merci¬ 
ful release. 

mercifully ['m3:rsifli] adv -1. mercifully,... a 
word used to show one thinks that a situa¬ 
tion or result is fortunate □ Mercifully, no one 
was hurt. -2. [act, treat] with mercy. 

merciless ['m3:rsdas] adj [person, criticism, at¬ 

tack] that is cruel and shows no mercy. 

mercilessly ['m3:rsibsli] adv [tease, criticize, at¬ 
tack] see merciless. 

mercurial [m3:r'kjoari3l] adj [person] who keeps 
changing their mind or mood very suddenly 
(literary use). 

mercury ['m3:rkjari] n a silver-white metal el¬ 
ement that is liquid at room temperature 
and is used in thermometers. SYMBOL: Hg. 

Mercury ['m3:rkj3ri] the planet in the solar 
system that is closest to the Sun. 

mercy ['m3:rsi] (pi mercies) « -1. kindness and 
pity that one shows toward somebody by 
not punishing or treating them as harshly as 
one could □ The hostages begged their captors 
for mercy. □ They showed the prisoners no mer¬ 
cy. ■ to be at the mercy of sb/sthg [of the 

weather, a terrorist, the stock market] to be un¬ 
able to stop sb/sthg from harming one □ This 
leaves us very much at the mercy of changing in¬ 
terest rates. -2. a mercy something that one is 
grateful for □ It’s a mercy she wasn't more seri¬ 
ously injured. 

mercy killing « an act of killing somebody to 
prevent them dying very slowly and painful- 

!y- 
mere [mi3r] adj no more than □ It's a mere for¬ 

mality. □ The mere thought of it makes me angry. 
a A mere $10 is all it will cost you. □ He gave me 
the merest hint about what was really going on. 

merely ['mi3rli] adv only □ I'm merely asking you 
to be more patient. □ She’s not merely an em¬ 
ployee; she's the managing director. □ She was 
merely 16 when she left home. 

meretricious [.mers'trifss] adj that seems at¬ 
tractive, but has not much worth or value 
really (formal use). 

merge [m3:rd3] o w -1. to join together <two 
or more companies, organizations> etc to 
form one □ The two political parties have been 
merged to form an alliance. □ We have decided to 
merge our educational division with the general 
publishing division. -2. computing to join to¬ 
gether <two files or documents> □ We need 
to be able to merge text and pictures from differ¬ 
ent files. 
o vi -1. [companies, roads, organizations] to join 
together to form one □ 'Roads merge one mile 
ahead.' □ The well-known pharmaceutical chain is 
to merge with its main rival. -2. [colors] to meet 
and combine gradually □ A beautiful shade of 
purple is formed where the red and blue merge. 
-3. to merge into sthg [into the background, 

landscape] to become part of sthg else and 
become difficult to see □ The sea seemed to 
merge into the sky. 
o n computing a program that allows some 
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information from one file to be transferred 
to another file □ a mail merge. 

merge lane m US a special lane for vehicles 
that are turning left or right, 

merger ['m3:rd3or] « the act of joining together 
two companies or organizations to form 
one. 

meridian [ms'ridian] n one of the imaginary 
lines on the Earth’s surface, that goes from 
the North to the South Pole, 

meringue [ma'rairj] « a light crunchy dessert 
made of beaten egg whites and sugar 
cooked very slowly in the oven, 

merino [ms'rimou] adj [wool, scarf] that is made 
from the long fine wool of the merino 
sheep. 

merit ['merst] o n the quality of being good 
and worth doing □ There is no merit in cheat¬ 
ing. □ a work of great merit □ / see little artistic 
merit in such a plan, □ Selling now at least has 
the merit of being a simple solution, o vt [suc¬ 
cess, attention] to deserve <sthg> □ It's a pro¬ 
posal that certainly merits closer examination. 

♦ merits npl the qualities that make some¬ 
body or something good and better than 
somebody or something else □ One of the 
book's merits is its originality, m to judge sthg on 
its merits to judge sthg only by deciding 
how good it is, and without taking into ac¬ 
count other things, e.g. a general rule or 
one’s own feelings about it □ / hope very 
much that you will judge the book on its merits, 
not on the fame of the author. 

meritocracy fmeri'tnkrosij {pi meritocracies) n 
a social system in which people get their 
jobs, power etc because they are good at 
something, not because they are rich or get 
help from other people. 

Merlin ['nudlan] in English legends, the wiz¬ 
ard who helped King Arthur, 

mermaid ['m3:rmeid] n an imaginary sea crea¬ 
ture that looks like a woman but has a fish’s 
tail instead of legs. 

merrily ['merili] adv -1. [laugh, joke, burn] see 
merry (literary use) □ Her eyes sparkled merrily. 
-2. without thinking about what one is do¬ 
ing (ironic use) □ / merrily unloaded all my shop¬ 
ping at the checkout, only to find I had no money. 

merriment ['merimsnt] n laughter and fun (for¬ 
mal use). 

merry ['men] (compar merrier, super! merriest) 
adj -1. [laugh, joke, person] happy and lively. 
-2. [fire, party] cheerful. ■ Merry Christmas! a 
phrase used to wish people a happy time at 
Christmas. -3. to be merry to be slightly 
drunk (informal use). 

merry-go-round n a large machine found at 
fairgrounds consisting of a round platform 
that turns around with seats on it that look 
like animals, vehicles etc. 

merrymaking ['merimeikir)] n noisy fun and 
enjoyment. 

Mersey ['m3:rzi]: the Mersey a river in north¬ 
western England that flows through Greater 
Manchester and Liverpool into the Irish Sea. 

Merseyside ['ni3:rzisaid] the area around 

Liverpool and the Mersey estuary in north¬ 
western England. 

mesa ['meisa] n in the southwestern USA, a 
hill with a flat top and steep sides. 

mesh [mej] o n material like net made of fine 
wire, plastic, or thread with small holes, 
o vi [gears] to fit and lock into each other. 

mesmerize, -ise ['mezmaraiz] vt to be mesmer¬ 
ized by sb/sthg [by a performance, voice, sight] 

to watch or listen to sb/sthg with all one’s 
attention so that one cannot do anything 
else. 

mess [mes] n -1. a very untidy or dirty state; 
a person or thing that looks very untidy or 
dirty □ These files are in a terrible mess, they 
need completely reorganizing. □ Your hair's a 
complete mess! □ Clean that mess up immediate¬ 
ly! □ There was a terrible mess on the stairs 
where the children had been playing. -2. 

[situation] a situation full of problems □ My 
life's a complete mess. -3. military a room or 
building at a military base where soldiers 
eat or relax □ the officers' mess. 

♦ mess around, mess about (informal use) 
o vt sep to mess sb around or about to treat 
sb badly by changing plans that affect them 
or by not being honest with them □ Look, I 
don't want to mess you around, but they want to 
make a few more changes to your schedule. 

o vi -1. to spend time doing things in a lazy 
way and usually for pleasure □ I spent the 
afternoon messing around on the computer. 
-2. [children, students, workers] to do silly 
things when one should be working or con¬ 
centrating on something □ Will you two stop 
messing around and get on with your homework! 
-3. to mess around or about with sthg to han¬ 
dle or use sthg in the wrong way so that 
one damages it □ Somebody's been messing 
around with my video camera. 

♦ mess up vt sep (informal use) -1. to mess 
sthg up [room, arranqement] to make sthg un¬ 
tidy □ He messed up the whole desk with his 
papers. -2. to mess sthg up [plan, evening] to 
spoil sthg □ That s really messed up our vacation 
plans. 

♦ mess with vt fus to mess with sb (informal 
use) to do something to try to harm sb; to 
get involved with sb □ / wouldn't mess with 
him; he has powerful Mafia connections. 

message l'mesid3] n -1. a spoken or written 
piece of information that somebody gives to 
somebody else □ He wasn't in, so I left a mes¬ 
sage on his answering machine. □ There's a mes¬ 
sage for you at reception. -2. [of a movie, play, 

speech] an idea that somebody tries to tell 
other people in a way that makes them 
agree with or believe it □ The book's message 
is one of hope and reconciliation. -3. phrase to 
get the message to understand what some¬ 
body wants one to understand (informal use) 
□ He finally got the message and went home. 

message switching [-switfir,] « a technique 
used to send data from one point in a net¬ 
work to another. 

messenger ['mesnd33q „ a person who takes 
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a message to somebody □ The package arrived 
by messenger at four o'clock. 

Messiah [ms'saia]: the Messiah in Christianity, 
a name for Jesus Christ; in Judaism, a name 
for the King of the Jews. 

Messrs, Messrs. ['mes3rz] (abbr of messieurs) 
the plural of “Mr” (used in business letters), 

messy ['mesi] (compar messier, superl messiest) 
adj -1. [clothes, room, person] dirty or untidy □ 
Her desk is never messy. □ Painting can get very 
messy. -2. [divorce, situation] difficult and un¬ 
pleasant (informal use) □ It ended with a rather 
messy love affair. 

met [met] past tense 62 past participle of meet. 

Met [met] (abbr of Metropolitan Opera): the Met 
an important opera company based in New 
York City. 

metabolism [ms'taebalizm] n the chemical pro¬ 
cesses in the body that involve breaking 
down food so that it can be used to make 
energy, make new cells, get rid of waste etc. 

metal [‘metl] o n any solid shiny substance 
that an electric current can pass through □ 
Gold and silver are precious metals, o adj: metal 
jewelry/shelves/boxes. 

metallic [me'tselik] adj -1. [bang, jangle] that 
makes a sound like one piece of metal 
hitting another. -2. [paint, finish, paper] that 
shines like metal. -3. [ore, alloy] that contains 
metal. 

metallurgist [US 'metl3:rd33St, GB m3'taebd3ist] 

n an expert in metallurgy, 

metallurgy [us 'metl3:rd3i, GB ma'taebd3i] « 

the scientific study of metals, 

metalwork [’metlw3:rk] n the activity of mak¬ 
ing objects out of metal, 

metalworker ['metlw3:rk3r] n a person whose 
job is to make objects out of metal, 

metamorphose [,met3'm3:rfouz] vi [insect, per¬ 

son] to become something completely differ¬ 
ent. 

metamorphosis bmeta'moifasas] (pi metamor¬ 
phoses [-si:z]) « the process of changing and 
becoming something completely different □ 
He's undergone a complete metamorphosis since 
he met her. 

metaphor ['met3far] n -1. a way of describing 
something by using something else that has 
the same qualities □ He uses a lot of military 
metaphors. -2. a symbol or image □ The play is 
a metaphor for life. 

metaphorical fmeta'fDrikl] adj [word, phrase] 

that is not being used in its ordinary mean¬ 
ing but as a symbol or image, 

metaphysical [.meta'fizikl] adj [idea, theory] 

that is connected with metaphysics, 

metaphysics [.meta'fiziks] n the branch of 
philosophy that involves ideas that try to 
explain reality and human thought and 
knowledge. 

mete [mi:t] ♦ mete out vf sep to mete sthg 
out to sb [punishment, fine, sentence] to give 

sthg to sb. 

meteor ['mi:ti3r] « a piece of metal or rock 
that travels at high speed from space into 

the Earth’s atmosphere, where it is usually 
destroyed by burning and produces a bright 
light. 

meteoric [miiti'Drik] adj [success, rise! that 
happens very quickly and suddenly. 

meteorite ['miitjarait] n a piece of metal or 
rock that has fallen to Earth from space. 

meteorological [,mi:tj3ra'lDd3ikl] adj [condi¬ 

tions, map, report] connected with meteorol¬ 

ogy- 
meteorologist [mi:tj3'rDbd33st] n a person 

who studies meteorology. 

meteorology [mi:tj3'rDbd3i] « the scientific 
study of the weather, used especially for 
weather forecasts. 

meter ['mi:t3r] o n -1. [for recording] an instru¬ 
ment that records the quantity of something 
such as miles traveled or electricity used □ a 
taxi/parking meter. -2. US [for measuring] a unit 
(100cm) used for measuring length □ The wall 
is three meters high. -3. US [in a poem] the spe¬ 
cial arrangement of words in a poem that 
creates a particular rhythm, o vf [electricity, 

water, telephone call] to measure <sthg> by 
using a meter. 

methadone I'meGadoon] n a drug that is given 
to heroin addicts to stop them wanting her¬ 
oin. 

methane [US 'meGein, GB 'mi:0-] n a gas with 
no color or smell that is found in natural 
gas, and is formed from rotting matter. FOR¬ 
MULA: CH4. 

method ['meGad] n a particular way of doing 
something □ teaching/banking/up-to-date meth¬ 
ods □ What method did you use? 

methodical [ms'Godikl] adj [approach, report, 

person] that is careful and deals with things 
in a particular order □ She is a methodical 
worker. 

methodically [ms'Godikli] adv [work, list, count] 

see methodical □ He read through it, methodical¬ 
ly underlining any words he didn't understand. 

Methodist ['meGsdsst] o tt a Christian who 
follows the teachings of John Wesley, o adj: 
a Methodist preacher/chapel/church. 

methodology [,me03'dDbd3i] (pi methodol¬ 
ogies) n a set of methods or principles used 
in a particular activity, e.g. research (formal 

use). 

Methuselah [ms'Giurzsb] in the Bible, a very 
old man. 

methylated spirits fmeGsleitsd-] n a mixture 
of alcohol and other chemicals, used e.g. for 
cleaning or for burning in small lamps and 
heaters. 

meticulous [ms'tikjsbs] adj [person, care, draw¬ 

ing] that pays very close attention to detail □ 
/ was always absolutely meticulous about my ac¬ 
counts. 

meticulously [ms'tikjabsli] adv [written, drawn] 

see meticulous. 

Met Office (abbr of Meteorological Office): the 
Met Office a British center that collects infor¬ 
mation on the weather, and gives weather 
forecasts. 
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metre ['mi:t9r] n GB [for measuring, in a poem] = 

meter. 

metric ['metrik] adj [unit, measurement, size] 

that is connected with the metric system, 

metrication [.metri'keijn] n gb the process of 
changing to the metric system, 

metric system n the metric system the sys¬ 
tem of measurement that uses meters, centi¬ 
meters, liters, grams, metric tons etc. 

metric ton n a unit (1,000 kg) used for meas¬ 
uring weight. 

metro ['metrou] (pi metros) n an underground 
railroad system in Paris and other cities, 

metronome ['metrsnoum] n a device that has 
an arm that moves from side to side that 
makes a small noise to tell a musician how 
fast a piece of music should be played, 

metropolis [ms'tropabs] (pi metropolises) n a 
very large city; a capital city, 

metropolitan fmetra'pDlitn] adj [district, trans¬ 

portation] that is connected with a large or 
capital city. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art: the Metropoli¬ 
tan Museum of Art a large art museum in 
New York City. 

Metropolitan Police npl the Metropolitan Po¬ 
lice the name of the police force in London, 

mettle ]'metl] n to be on one's mettle to be 
ready to do the best one can. ■ to show or 

prove one's mettle to show how well one 
can do something, 

mew [mju:] n & vi = meow. 

mews [mju:z] (pi mews) n GB a small street 
where the houses are small and were once 
used to keep horses in; a house in this 
street. 

Mexican ['meksiksn] n & adj: see Mexico. 

Mexican War n the Mexican War a conflict 
between the USA and Mexico that lasted from 
1846 to 1848. The USA won California, Ne¬ 
vada, Utah, and parts of some other states. 

Mexico [’meksikou] a country in southern 
North America, between the USA and Cen¬ 
tral America, size: 1,970,000 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 90,000,000 (Mexicans), capital: Mexico 
City, language: Spanish, currency: Mexican 
peso. 

mezzanine ['mezanim] n -1. a floor between 
two stories of a building that is usually 
smaller than the area of the floor below. 
-2. US the first row of raised seats in a thea¬ 
ter. 

MFA (abbr of Master of Fine Arts) n a post¬ 
graduate degree in fine arts; a person who 
has this degree. 

mfr abbr of manufacturer, 

mg abbr of milligram. 

Mgr -1. abbr of monsignor. -2. abbr of manag- 

MHz abbr of megahertz. 

Ml abbr of Michigan. 

MI5 bemai'faiv] (abbr of Military Intelligence 5) 
n the British government department re¬ 
sponsible for state security. 

MI6 [,emai'siks] (abbr of Military Intelligence 6) 
n the British government department re¬ 
sponsible for espionage and intelligence. 

MIA (abbr of missing in action) n a person who 
disappears during a battle, and who may 
have been killed, wounded, or taken prison¬ 
er. 

Miami [mai'aemi] a city in southeastern Flori¬ 
da, USA. It is an important center for tour¬ 
ism, and for immigration from the Carib¬ 
bean and Latin America, population: 

358,548. 

miaow [mi'au] n & vi GB = meow, 

mice [mais] plural of mouse. 

Michelangelo [,maikl'£end33lou] (1475-1564) 
an Italian artist and architect, considered 
one of the greatest of all time. His work in¬ 
cludes the sculpture David and the painted 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. 

Michigan ['mifigan] -1. a state in the northern 
USA, consisting of two peninsulas between 
the Great Lakes, abbreviation: MI. size: 
150,780 sq kms. population: 9,295,297 (Mich¬ 
iganders, Michiganites), capital: Lansing, main 
city: Detroit. -2. Lake Michigan the only one 
of the Great Lakes that is entirely in the 
USA. 

Mickey Mouse bmiki'maus] a cartoon mouse 
in many movies by Walt Disney. 

MICR (abbr of magnetic ink character recogni¬ 
tion) n a system for reading information by 
sensing magnetic ink patterns. 

micro ['maikrou] (pi micros) n a microcomput¬ 
er. 

micro- prefix added to words to mean very 
small. 

microbe ['maikroub] n a very small living 
thing that can only be seen with a micro¬ 
scope. 

microbiologist [,maikroubai'Dbd33st] n a per¬ 
son who studies microbiology, 

microbiology [,maikroubaTDbd3i] « the scien¬ 
tific study of microbes, especially bacteria, 

microchip ['maikrstfip] « a very small piece of 
silicon that has an electronic circuit printed 
on it and is used in computers. 

microcircuit ['maikrous3irk3t] n a very small 
electronic circuit on a microchip, 

microclimate ['maikrouklaimat] n the condi- 
tions, e.g. temperature and humidity, that 
affect a small area. 

microcomputer ['maikrouk3mpju:tar] n a small 
computer that is used in the home, in 
schools, or in offices. 

microcosm I'maikrskDzm] n a small and com¬ 
plete version of a much larger place or situa¬ 
tion □ This neighborhood is a microcosm of life 
in urban America. 

microfiber us, microfibre gb ['tnaikrsfaibsfl n 
a soft, smooth, man-made material used for 
making clothes such as raincoats. 

microfichci ['maikrsfiij-] (pi microfiche or micro- 

lc. es)," a s feet °f film with information 
printed on it in very small letters that can 
be read by putting it into a special device 
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that magnifies it □ The library catalog can be 
consulted on microfiche. 

microfilm ['maikrafilm] « thin film used for 
photographing printed information and stor¬ 
ing it at a reduced size. 

microlight [’maikralait] n a very small airplane 
like a hang-glider with an engine. 

micron ['maikrnn] n a unit (one millionth of a 
meter) used for measuring length. 

Micronesia [.maikra'ni^a] -1. a group of small 
islands in the western Pacific Ocean, includ¬ 
ing the Caroline Islands, the Marshall Is¬ 
lands, and the Mariana Islands. -2. a country 
in Micronesia, consisting of the Caroline Is¬ 
lands of Truk, Yap, Ponape, and Kosrae. 
size: 707 sq kms. population: 80,000 (.Micro- 
nesians). capital: Palikir, language: English. 
currency: US dollar. 

microorganism [.maikrou'argamzm] n a very 
small organism that can only be seen with a 
microscope. 

microphone ['maikrafoon] n an electronic de¬ 
vice that one speaks or sings into in order to 
make one’s voice louder, or that one uses to 
record sounds. 

microprocessor [US 'maikrapraisesar, GB 'maikrs- 
proosesa] n the central processing unit in a 
small computer. 

microscope [’maikraskoup] « an instrument 
that magnifies very small things so that one 
can see and examine them. 

microscopic bmaikra'sktipik] adj -1. [bacteria, 

handwriting, particle) very small. -2. [study, de¬ 

tail, examination] very thorough. 

microsecond ['maikrasekand] « a unit (one mil¬ 
lionth of a second) used for measuring time. 

microsurgery [,maikr3's3:rd33ri] « surgery us¬ 
ing a special microscope and very small in¬ 
struments. 

microwave (oven) ['maikraweiv-] n an oven 
that uses short-wave electromagnetic radia¬ 
tion to cook or heat food very quickly. 

mid- [mid] prefix added to words to mean the 
middle of a place or period of time □ mid- 
morning/winter □ the mid-20th century/mid-1960s. 

midair [,mid'e3r] o adj [collision, explosion] that 
happens while the plane is in the air, not on 
the ground, o « in midair [collide, explode) in 
the air, not on the ground. 

Midas ['maidas] in Greek mythology, a king 
who turned everything he touched into 

gold. 

midday [’middei] n 12 o’clock in the middle of 
the day, or the period around this time □ 
The package arrived just before/after midday. □ 
the midday sun/meal. 

middle ['midi] o adj -1. the middle row/section 
etc the row/section etc that is the one in or 
nearest to the center □ It's on the middle shelf. 
-2. one's middle twenties/thirties etc at a 
point in between the beginning and end of 
one’s twenties/thirties etc □ He's in his middle 

sixties/years. 
o n -1. the middle [of a room, book, row] the 
part of something that is in or nearest to the 

center □ He walked across the middle of the 
field. □ Cut the fruit along the middle, m in the 
middle at or near the central point of some¬ 
thing □ He was standing in the middle of the 
room. ■ in the middle of nowhere far from 
any town or village □ They live in a cottage 
right out in the middle of nowhere. -2. [of a 

month, century) the part of something that 
happens at or around the central point of a 
period of time □ By the middle of the second 
half they had scored another goal. ■ to be in the 
middle of sthg [of a meeting, meal] to be busy 
with sthg □ / was in the middle of writing a let¬ 
ter when he called. □ Would you mind waiting? 
I'm in the middle of a meeting. • in the middle 
of the night very late at night □ I was woken 
up in the middle of the night by someone banging 
on the door. -3. [of a person] one’s waist □ I'm 
putting on weight around the middle. 

middle age n the period in one’s life from 
about the age of 40 to 60 □ When he reached 
middle age he suddenly became very fat. 

middle-aged [-‘eid3d] adj [man, woman] who is 
between 40 and 60 years old □ The clothes 
are more likely to appeal to middle-aged custom¬ 
ers. 

Middle Ages npl the Middle Ages the period 
in European history between about 1000 AD 
and 1500 AD. 

middle America n a term that refers to aver¬ 
age Americans. It suggests people with tra¬ 
ditional and conservative values □ Middle 
America may not be so keen on voting away their 
tax benefits. 

middle class n the middle class or classes the 

class of people in society, between the 
upper and lower classes, that includes pro¬ 
fessional and business people, 

middle-class adj [family, background, mentality] 
that belongs to or is typical of the middle 
classes. 

middle distance « in the middle distance in 
the area of a view or picture that is between 
the foreground and the background. 

Middle East: the Middle East the countries of 
southwestern Asia, Arabia, and northeastern 
Africa, considered together. 

Middle Eastern adj\ see Middle East, 

middle finger n the longest finger of one's 
hand. 

middleman [‘midlmaen] {pi middlemen [-men]) « 
a person who buys goods from manufactur¬ 
ers and sells them at a profit, 

middle management n the management sec¬ 
tion of a business, on the level below the peo¬ 
ple who make the most important decisions, 

middle name n the name some people have 
that comes between their first name and their 
last name. 

middle-of-the-road adj [politics, politician, mu¬ 
sic] that is not extreme □ His views on politics 
are very middle-of-the-road. 

middle school n a school for children be¬ 
tween the ages of about 9 and 13. 

middleweight ['midlweit] « a class for boxers 
of not more than a certain weight (73 kgs 
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for professional boxers); a boxer in this midwifery [US 'midwaifari, GB .mid'wifsri] n the 

class. work of a midwife. 

middling ['midlir;] adj [health, quality] average □ 
"How are you feeling?" — "Oh, fair to middling. " 

Mideast [,mid'i:st] US = Middle East. 

midfield [,mid'fi:ld] n the middle area of a 

playing field used for soccer, rugby, hockey 
etc. 

midge [mid3] n a small flying insect like a 

mosquito that bites people’s skin, 

midget ['nudist] n a very small person, 

midi system ['midi-] n a small hi-fi system de¬ 
signed as a single unit. 

Midlands ['midlandz]: the Midlands a region of 

central England that includes several indus¬ 

trial cities, e.g. Birmingham, Coventry, Leices¬ 
ter, and Nottingham. 

midnight f'midnait] n 12 o'clock in the middle 

of the night, or the period around this time 

□ The clock struck midnight. □ They left before/ 
after/at midnight. □ a midnight rendezvous/visitor/ 
feast. 

midriff ['midrif] n the part of one’s body 

above the waist and below the chest, 

midst [midst] « -1. in the midst of sthg [of a 

crowd, scene] among or surrounded by sthg 

(literary use) □ We sat in the midst of piles of pa¬ 
pers and files. ■ in our/their etc midst among 

us/them etc □ In our midst tonight is a great art¬ 
ist. -2. in the midst of sthg during sthg □ He 
arrived in the midst of a violent argument. ■ to be 
in the midst of sthg to be busy with sthg □ / 

was in the midst of cleaning when the doorbell 
rang. 

midstream [,mid'striim] n -1. in midstream in 

the middle of a river, where the current is 

strongest. -2. to stop/pause in midstream to 

stop/pause in the middle of talking, shout¬ 
ing, writing etc. 

midsummer [,mid'sAmar] n the middle period 
of summer. 

Midsummer Day n gb June 24. 

midtown ['midtaun] adj near the center of a 

city, between the downtown and the up¬ 

town areas □ midtown Manhattan. 

midway [.nud'wei] adv -1. in a position that is 

an equal distance from two places or points 

□ The factory is midway between these offices 
and downtown. -2. during the middle part of 

an event or a period of time □ He turned up 
midway through the first half of the game. 

midweek [adj 'rmdwiik, adv ,mid'wi:k] o adj a 
midweek fixture/meeting a fixture/meeting 

™at happens on Tuesday, Wednesday, or 
1 hursday □ Can we meet for a midweek drink? 

° adv [arrive, meet, leave] I'll call you midweek. 

Midwest [.mid'west]: the Midwest a region of 

the northern central USA between the Ap¬ 

palachians and the Rocky Mountains, con¬ 
sisting mainly of farmland. 

Midwestern [.mid'westati] adj\ see Midwest, 

midwife ['midwaif] (pi midwives [-waivz]) n a 

nurse usually a woman, who has been 

trained to help and care for a woman be¬ 

fore, during, and after the birth of her child. 

miffed [mift] adj [person] who is annoyed and 

offended by something (informal use), 

might [maitl o modal vb -1. I might go it is 

possible that I will go, but I am not certain 

□ Take this umbrella, it might come in handy. □ 
We could try phoning her, but she might already 
have left. □ "Will you go to the party?" — "/ 

might." -2. they might have died they did not 

die, but they could have □ Think how much 
time we might have saved if we'd had a map. 
-3. she might well resign it is very likely that 

she will resign □ You might well be right, but 
that's not really the point. -4. you might have 
waited/told me! you should have waited/ 

told me □ You might at least offer to help some¬ 
times! -5. used to make suggestions or ask 

questions in a polite way □ Might I interrupt? 
□ It might be better to wait until later. -6. used 

to ask permission □ He asked if he might leave 
the room. □ Might I ask a question? -7. we 
might as well go home there is nothing bet¬ 

ter to do, so let’s go home □ There's no point 
you staying here, so you might as well leave now. 
-8. phrase I might have known or guessed I 
am not surprised at this □ / might have known 
you'd be mixed up in it somewhere! 

o « -1. [of a nation, army] power. -2. [of a per¬ 

son] physical strength □ She pushed the cabi¬ 
net with all her might, but it refused to move. 

mightn't fmaitnt] = might not. 

might've ['maitav] = might have. 

mighty [‘maiti] (compar mightier, super! mighti¬ 
est) o adj -1. [army, blow, ruler] very power¬ 

ful. -2. [mountain, warship] very large, o adv 
US [generous, fine, good] very (informal use) □ 
That was a mighty tasty meal! 

migraine [’maigrein] n an extremely bad head¬ 

ache with the pain over one eye or one side 
of the head. 

migrant ['maigrant] o adj migrant birds/work¬ 
ers etc birds/workers etc that migrate from 

one place to another □ the migrant workforce 
that helped build the American economy, o n a 
bird, animal, or person that migrates, 

migrate [US ’maigreit, GB mai'greit] vi -1. [birds, 

animals] to go regularly to another country 

or area usually in large numbers and only 

for a short period of time, to Hnd food or 

warmer weather, or to mate □ They migrate 
south in the winter. -2. [person, people] to move 

from one country or area to another to End 
work or a place to live. 

~ J ""yiaic LI IU a 

nual migration of swallows. 

migratory [us 'maigratoin, GB -ratsn] adj a it 

gratory bird/herd etc a bird/herd etc that m 
grates. 

mike [maik] n a microphone (informal use). 

Milan [mi'lam] a city in northern Italy. It is f, 

mous for its opera house and cathedra 
populaton: 1,371,008. 

mild [ma,Id] adj [flavor, shampoo, disinfectar 

that is not strong, harsh, bitter etc □ a mi 
cheese/chih. -2. [person] who is gentle an 
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never angry □ a mild tone of voice. -3. (winter, 

weather] that is not too cold □ It's been pretty 
mild this week. -4. [criticism, rebuke] that 
shows a feeling that is not very strong □ 
"Where were you?" he asked, with mild interest. 
-5. [illness, attack] that is not serious □ She 
was recovering after a mild bout of flu. 

mildew ['mild-iu:] n a mold that grows on 
food, leather, paper etc that has been kept 
for a long time in warm damp conditions, 

mildly ['maildli] adv -1. [criticize, complain] see 
mild. ■ to put it mildly a phrase used to 
show that something is much stronger, 
worse etc than the words one has used to 
describe it □ He was furious, to put it mildly. 
-2. mildly interesting/amusing etc slighdy in¬ 
teresting/amusing etc. 

mild-mannered adj [person] polite and gende. 

mile [mad] « -1. [on land, in air] a unit (approxi¬ 
mately 1,609 meters) used for measuring 
distance □ How many miles are there from Dal¬ 
las to Houston? □ a ten-mile hike. ■ for miles for 
a very long way □ We could see for miles. □ 
We had walked for miles (and miles). ■ to be mi¬ 
les away to pay no attention to somebody 
or something because one is thinking about 
something else □ I'm sorry, I was miles away - 
what were you saying about the election? 
-2. shipping a nautical mile. 

♦ miles adv by a very large amount □ This one 
is miles better. 

mileage ['mailid3] n the number of miles trav¬ 
eled by a vehicle □ The car has a low mileage, 
m to get a lot of mileage out of sthg to use 
sthg as much as possible to get what one 
wants (informal use) □ You've had a lot of mile¬ 
age out of that anecdote, haven't you? 

mileage allowance n money paid for each 
mile that one travels, e.g. on business, 

mileometer [mariDm3t3r] n GB an instrument 
that records the number of miles traveled by 
a vehicle. 

milestone ['mailstoun] n -1. a very important 
event in the development of something or 
somebody. -2. a stone by the side of a road, 
with the number of miles to the nearest 
town marked on it. 

milieu [US mid'ju:, GB 'midj3:] (pl milieus or mi¬ 
lieux [US -'ju:z, GB -j3:z]) « the people one 
works or spends time with; one’s surround¬ 
ings. 

militant ['militant] on a person who strongly 
supports political change and actively tries 
to persuade people that it is necessary, 
sometimes in an aggressive way. o adj: a 
group of militant feminists/activists. 

militarism ['militarizm] « the belief that a 
country should use and improve its armed 
forces in order to become more powerful, 

militarist ['militarast] n a person who supports 
militarism. 

militarized zone ['militaraizd-J « an area de¬ 
fended by military forces, 

military [US 'mitateri GB -ran] o adj [operation, 

takeover] that is carried out by the armed 
forces □ a military dictatorship □ military service. 

o n the military the armed forces, especially 
the army. 

military police ttpl soldiers who form the po¬ 

lice force of the army, navy, or air force, 

militate ['militetf] vi to militate against sthg to 

make it almost impossible to do sthg or for 

somebody to do sthg (formal use) □ His reputa¬ 
tion as a difficult man to work with militates 
against his chances of getting the job. 

militia [ma'lifs] n men who have been trained 

as soldiers, but who do not belong to the 

army and are only used during an emergen¬ 
cy. 

milk [milk] o « -l. [from animals] the white liq¬ 

uid that cows, goats, and other animals pro¬ 

duce to feed their young; this liquid used as 

a food by humans, and to make cheese, but¬ 

ter, yogurt etc □ a bottle of milk □ Do you take 
milk (in your coffee)? -2. [from a woman] the liq¬ 

uid that women produce from their breasts 

to feed their babies. -3. [from plants] the 

white liquid found inside some fruits or 

plants, e.g. coconuts, o vt -1. [cow, goat] to 

get milk from <an animal> by pulling its ud¬ 

ders. -2. [situation, company, scandal] to use 

<sb/sthg> as much as possible to get what 

one wants, especially money, sympathy, or 

information □ He milked her for all she was 
worth. 

milk chocolate n solid chocolate made with 

milk □ a milk chocolate bar/drink. 

milk float n GB = milk truck, 

milking ['milkig] n the activity of milking an 

animal. 

milkman ['milkman] (pi milkmen [-man]) « a 

person whose job is to sell milk by deliver¬ 

ing it to people’s houses every day. 

milk round k GB -1. the daily trip made by a 

milkman when delivering milk to his cus¬ 

tomers. -2. the milk round regular visits 

made by large companies to universities, in 

order to recruit undergraduates, 

milk shake n a drink made with milk, flavor¬ 

ing, and usually ice cream, that is beaten 

until it is thick and creamy, 

milk tooth « any one of the first set of teeth 

that a child or young animal grows, which 

later fall out and are replaced by adult teeth, 

milk truck ti US a vehicle used for delivering 

milk to people’s houses, 

milky ['milki] (compar milkier, superl milkiest) 
adj -1. [coffee, tea, drink] that contains a lot of 

milk. -2. [complexion, liquid] that is pale white 

in color. 

Milky Way: the Milky Way the mass of stars 

that looks like a long pale strip of light in 

the night sky. 

mill [mil] on-1. [for making flour] a machine 

used to crush grain or wheat to make flour; 

the building containing this machine □ a flour 
mill. -2. [for making paper, steel] a factory 

where particular goods are made □ a wool/ 
paper/steel mill. -3. [for coffee, paper] a small 

machine for grinding coffee beans, pepper¬ 

corns etc into powder □ a coffee/pepper mill, 
o vt to crush <grain or wheat> in a mill to 
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produce flour; to produce <flour> by crush¬ 
ing grain, wheat etc in a mill. 

♦ mill around, mill about vi [people] to move 
around in a place in different directions □ 
Crowds of visitors milled around on the cathedral 
steps. 

Mill [mil], John Stuart (1806-1873) a British 
philosopher and politician. He believed in 
the freedom of the individual and in women’s 
right to vote. 

millennium [maiemam] {pi millennia [-nia]) n a 
period of one thousand years, 

miller ['mibr] n a man who owns or works a 
mill that produces flour. 

Miller ['mibrJ, Arthur (1915- ) a US play¬ 
wright whose plays include Death of a Sales¬ 
man and The Crucible. 

millet ['mibt] « seeds from a tall grass that are 
used for food. 

milli- ['mib] prefix added to words to mean a 
thousandth part of something, 

millibar ['mibba:r] n a unit (one thousandth of 
a bar) used for measuring air pressure. 

milligram us, milligramme gb ['mibgram] n a 
unit (one thousandth of a gram) used for meas¬ 
uring weight. 

milliliter us, millilitre gb ['mibli:tar] « a unit 
(one thousandth of a liter) used for meas¬ 
uring the volume of liquids and gases. 

millimeter us, millimetre gb ['mibmiita1] « 
a unit (one thousandth of a meter) used for 
measuring length. 

millinery [us 'mibneri, GB -on] n a collective 
term for women’s hats. 

million ['miljan] num the number 1,000,000 □ 
Several million lives were lost. 

♦ millions pron used to refer to a very large 
number of people or things □ We had millions 
of phone calls about It. □ They spent millions on 
remodeling. 

millionaire [.milja'nea1] n a person who is very 
rich and has a million dollars, pounds etc or 
more □ He's a dollar millionaire. □ a millionaire oil 
tycoon. 

millionairess [.milja'nearas] n a woman who 
is very rich and has at least a million dollars 
pounds etc. 

millipede [ mibpiid] n a small creature like a 
worm with many legs. 

millisecond ['mibsekand] « one thousandth of 
a second. 

millstone ['milstoun] n one of two large round 
stones used in mills for grinding grain to 
make flour. ■ a millstone around one's neck 
an unpleasant problem or responsibility that 
one has to deal with □ That bank loan had be¬ 
come a real millstone around my neck. 

millwheel ['milwiil] « a large wheel that is 
turned by moving water and that powers 
the machinery of a mill. 

milometer [maiit>matar] « = mileometer. 
Milton [’miltan], John (1608-1674) a British 

poet whose best-known work is the lone 
poem Paradise Lost. 6 

mime [maim] o « a way of acting that ex¬ 

presses feelings or events through gestures 

and movements and without speaking; a 

performance of this □ a mime artist □ The 
whole story was told in mime, o vt [action, emo¬ 

tion] to express <sthg> using mime, 

mimic ['mimik] (pt &t pp mimicked, cont mim¬ 
icking) o vt [person, voice, gestures] to imitate 

<sb/sthg> in an amusing way. o w a person 

who is good at mimicking other people, 

mimicry ['mimikri] n the act of mimicking 

somebody or something, 

mimosa [mi'mousa] n -1. a tropical tree with 

tiny yellow flowers and leaves that some¬ 

times fold if they are touched; the flowers 

of this tree. -2. US a drink made from cham¬ 

pagne and orange juice, 

min. -1. abbr of minute. -2. abbr of minimum. 

Min. abbr of ministry. 

mince [mins] o « gb meat, usually beef, that 

has been cut into very small pieces in a 

mincer, o vt to cut <meat> into very small 

pieces using a mincer, o vi [man] to walk 

with short steps moving one’s hips in an ex- 

aggerated way (disapproving use), 

mincemeat ['minsmiit] n -1. small pieces of 

dried fruit mixed with spices and fat, used for 

filling cakes and mince pies. -2. GB = mince, 

mince pie tt a small round pie that is filled 

with pieces of dried fruit mixed with spices 

and fat, and is eaten at Christmas, 

mincer E'minsa1] n a machine for grinding 

meat into small pieces, usually by forcing it 
through small holes. 

mind [maind] o n the way in which one 

thinks □ You have a warped mind! -2. one’s 

thoughts □ / can't get her out of my mind. ■ to 
come into or cross sb's mind [thought, idea] to 

occur to sb □ It never crossed my mind to men¬ 
tion it. □ It never crossed my mind that it might 
be important, m to have sthg on one's mind to 

be worried about sthg □ It's been on my mind 
for some time, m to take sb's mind off sthg to 

help sb to avoid drinking about sthg un¬ 

pleasant □ Why don't you go to the movies? It'll 
take your mind off things, m a load or weight 
off one's mind something that one does not 

have to worry about any more as a result of 

a change in the situation □ That's a weight off 
my mind — / was convinced I'd left my keys in- 
s/de_ ■ to put or set sb's mind at rest to stop 

sb from worrying about something □ / can 
put your mind at rest about that particular point. 
-3 [brain] the ability to think intelligendy □ 
She has a brilhant/quick mind. -4. [attention] to 
concentrate the mind to make one think seri¬ 

ously about something □ / find a cup of coffee 
helps to concentrate the mind in the morning • 
to keep one's mind on sthg to concentrate on 

sthg □ He just couldn't keep his mind on the lec¬ 
ture. he was so worried about Susan, m to put 
ones mind to sthg [to a task, problem] to start 

concentrating on sthg □ You can do it if you re- 

V°ur™ind it- ■ to slip one's mind 
I nn for8°tten by one □ 4 meeting at 

^ 'f had comPletelV slipped my 
mind! -5. [opinion] to my mind in my opinion 

□ To my mind, there's a lot we can do to help 
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■ to keep an open mind to avoid forming an 

opinion about something until one knows 

all the facts □ I'm keeping an open mind about 
this until we've seen all the evidence, m to make 
one's mind up to decide something by mak¬ 

ing a choice □ Look, make your mind up, we 
can't spend all day here! ■ to speak one's mind 
to say clearly what one really believes □ She 
believes in speaking her mind, even if it makes 
her unpopular. ■ to be in two minds about sthg 
to be unsure about sthg, especially because 

there are two possible choices □ I’m in two 
minds about whether to go to Peru or not. -6. 

[memory] to bear sthg in mind to remember 

sthg important and think seriously about it 

□ Look, if another suitable job comes up I'll 
bear your company/you in mind. □ Bear in mind 
the fact that half of them are over 60. ■ to call 
sthg to mind to remind one of sthg □ His 
painting calls to mind those old Byzantine mosaics 
we saw in Italy. ■ to cast one's mind back to 

think about something that happened in the 

past □ Try to cast your mind back to that day. 
-7. [intention] to have sthg in mind to be 

thinking about sthg or about the possibility 

of doing sthg □ What sort of color did you have 
in mind, sir? □ What I had in mind was a large 
conference which all managers could attend. ■ to 
have a mind to do sthg to want or choose to 

do sthg □ Do you know, I have a mind to tell 
that man exactly what I think of himl -8. [person] 

a person who is extremely intelligent □ one 
of the greatest minds of the 19th century. ■ 
great minds think alike! a phrase used to 

draw attention to the fact that one has had 

the same idea as somebody else (humorous 

use). 

o vi -1. not to want something to be done □ 
Do you mind if I open the window? □ / don't mind 
in the least. -2. to be a little upset about 

something □ / don't mind if people laugh at me. 
□ Do you mind about not getting the job? ■ never 
mind a phrase used to tell somebody not to 

worry about something, or to reassure some¬ 

body that something is not important 

□ "/ didn't get the job. " — "Oh, well, never mind, 
there'll be others." a "I'm sorry about the stain." 
— "Never mind, I never liked that dress anyway." 
-3. mind out! GB be careful! □ Mind out! 
There's a car coming! 

o vt -1. to be unhappy or annoyed about 

<sthg> □ / don't mind waiting. □ Don't mind 
him, he's only jealous. ■ I wouldn't mind a 
drink/vacation etc I would like a drink/ 

vacation etc. -2. [expense, trouble] to care or 

worry about <sthg> □ / really don't mind how 
you do it. □ / wouldn't mind about the cost, if only 
they would finish it quickly. □ What I mind most 
is their total lack of respect for us. -3. [step, man¬ 

ners] to pay attention to <sthg> so that one 

does not get hurt, behave badly etc □ Mind 
your language/the road. -4. [child, store, luggage] 

to take care of <sb/sthg> □ Could you mind 
my bag for me while I go to the restroom? 

♦ mind you adv GB a phrase used before 

saying something that changes or explains 

something that one has just said □ Mind you, 
having said that, he's really not that intelligent. 

minder ['maind3r] n GB a bodyguard. 

mindful ['maindfl] odj to be mindful of sthg [of 

a danger, risk, one's duty] to think seriously 

about sthg when one does or decides some¬ 
thing. 

mindless ['maindlas] adj -1. [violence, act] that 

has no reason or purpose □ It was an act of 
mindless vandalism. -2. [job, work] that is so 

simple or repetitive that one does not need 

to think while doing it □ Dorothy was feeling 
fed up with mindless office work. 

mind reader n a person who knows what 

other people are thinking, 

mindset ['maindset] « a way of thinking and 

viewing the world □ challenging the mindset of 
the consumer generation. 

mind's eye n in one's mind's eye in one’s 

imagination □ / can see him in my mind's eye 
exactly as he used to look all those years ago. 

mine1 [main] o « -1. industry a system of 

holes and tunnels under the ground for dig¬ 

ging out minerals □ a coal/gold/salt mine. -2. 

military a bomb hidden below the surface 

of the ground or water that explodes when 

a person or vehicle goes over it. -3. to be 
a mine of information [person, book] to be 

full of useful information, o vt -1. [coal, gold] 

to dig <a mineral> out from under the 

ground. -2. military [road, sea] to lay mines 

in <a place>. 

mine2 pron used to describe something that 

belongs to, or is connected with, the person 

who is speaking □ Don't take that pen, it's 
mine! □ Your desk is bigger than mine. □ Her car 
is green and mine is blue. ■ she's a friend of 
mine she’s one of my friends, 

mine detector n a device used for showing 

where mines are hidden, 

minefield [’mainfidd] n -1. an area where 

mines have been hidden. -2. a subject or 

situation that has hidden dangers □ a legal/ 
political minefield. 

minelayer ['mainleisr] ti a ship or aircraft that 

lays mines. 

miner ['main3r] n a person whose job is to 

mine a particular mineral, e.g. coal or gold, 

mineral ['minral] o « a substance, e.g. coal, 

salt, or tin, that forms naturally in- the earth 

□ Lava contains many different kinds of minerals, 
o adj: vast mineral deposits. 

mineralogy [.mina'rseladsi] n the scientific 

study of minerals. 

mineral water n water that comes from a 

natural spring and contains some minerals □ 
a bottle/glass of mineral water. 

minestrone [.mina'strouni] n an Italian soup 

containing vegetables and small pieces of 

pasta. 

minesweeper ['mainswiipaT h a ship that is 

equipped to take mines out of the sea. 

mingle ['miggl] o vt to mingle sthg with sthg 
to mix sthg with sthg □ The message was one 
of hope mingled with caution, o vi -1. [smells, 

sounds, emotions] to become mixed together 

□ The sound of laughter mingled with the music. 
-2. [person] to have short conversations with 
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several different people at a party or social 
occasion □ / suppose I'd better go and mingle. 

mini ['mini] n a very short skirt or dress, 

miniature [us 'mmistfr, gb 'minatja] o adj a 
miniature model/version etc a small model/ 
version etc of something bigger, o n -1. a 
very small painting, usually of a person. -2. 
a very small bottle of alcohol. 

♦ in miniature adj that is exactly like some¬ 
thing else but is much smaller, 

minibar ['mimba:r] n a fridge in a hotel room 
that contains alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
drinks for guests using the room, 

minibus ['minibAs] {pi -buses or -busses) n a 
small bus, usually for 10 to 12 passengers, 

minicab ['mimkaeb] n GB an ordinary car used 
as a taxi that can be ordered by telephone 
but not stopped on the street, 

minicomputer ['mimkampju:tar] n a computer 
that is larger than a personal computer but 
smaller than a mainframe. 

minim ['minam] n GB a note in Western music 
(J ) that is half as long as a whole note, 

minima ['mmsms] plural of minimum, 

minimal ['minaml] adj [interest, knowledge, dam¬ 

age] very little □ The costs incurred on such a 
project would be minimal. 

minimize, -ise ['minsmaiz] vt -1. [risk, damage, 

spending] to reduce <sthg> as much as pos¬ 
sible □ Care must be taken in order to minimize 
the effects of the drug. -2. [fact, problem, some¬ 

body's role] to make <sthg> seem as unim¬ 
portant as possible □ Why do you always try to 
minimize the problems? 

minimum ['minamam] (pi minimums or mini¬ 
ma) on the lowest amount, value etc that is 
possible or allowed □ Keep expenses to a mini¬ 
mum. □ As part of the deal, you must stay a mini¬ 
mum of three nights, o adj: What is the mini¬ 
mum amount you have to invest? 

minimum lending rate [-'lendirj-] » in Britain, 
the minimum rate, set by the Bank of Eng¬ 
land, for lending money or discounting bills, 

minimum security prison h us a prison in 
which the pnsoners are not locked in their 
cells all day, and can take part in activities 
that would not be allowed in other prisons, 

minimum wage n the lowest wage that an 
employer is allowed to pay employees, 

mining ['mainiij] n the industry and activity of 
digging minerals out from under the ground 
□ the mining industry. 

minion ['minjon]« a low-ranking employee who 
obeys orders (humorous and disapproving use), 

mini-series n a television drama, usually in 
three to six parts, that is shown over a few 
days or weeks. 

miniskirt ['mmiskai't] n a very short skirt, 

minister ['miMsta'] n -1. politics a member of 
a government who is in charge of a particu¬ 
lar department □ the Minister of Transport or 

Transport Minister □ the Minister for Home Af¬ 
fairs. -2. religion a person who leads reli¬ 
gious activities in a church, especially a Pro¬ 
testant church □ a Methodist minister. 

♦ minister to vr fus to minister to sb to help 
sb who is ill and give them everything that 
they need (formal use). 

ministerial [.mina'stiarial] adj politics [decision, 

level] that is connected with the work of a 
minister. 

minister of state n in Britain, a government 
minister appointed to help a senior minister 
□ the Minister of State for the Environment. 

ministry ['minastri] (pi ministries) n -1. politics 
a government department □ the Ministry of 

the Interior. -2. religion the ministry members 
of the Christian, especially Protestant, cler¬ 

gy- 
mink [mirjk] (pi mink) n a small animal like a 

weasel that lives in Northern Europe, Asia, 
and America; the brown fur of this animal, 
considered to be very valuable □ a mink coat. 

Minnesota [.mins'souts] a state in the central 
northern USA, on the Canadian border, ab¬ 
breviation: MN. size: 217,735 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 4,375,099 (Minnesotans), capital: 
Saint Paul, main city: Minneapolis, 

minnow ['minou] (pi minnows or minnow) n a 
very small freshwater fish. 

minor ['mains'] o adj -1. [role, details, difficul¬ 

ties] unimportant □ They've made a few minor 
changes to the program — nothing important. -2. 
[key,, chord] based on a scale in Western 
music that has a halftone between the sec¬ 
ond and third notes □ his clarinet quintet in A 
minor, o n a person who is not old enough 
to be legally considered an adult. 

minority [us maWati, gb mai-] (pi minorities) 
k -1. [of a group] less than half □ The new law 
is only supported by a minority of the population. 
■ to be in a or the minority to belong to a 

nUUmbUrt£0f PCOple °r ^ form leSS 
than half of a larger group □ Unfortunately 
people who think like you do are in a minority. 
-2. a group of people with a different race 
or religion from most of the people around 
them □ There's a small white minority living in 
the country. □ a racial minority □ a minority sport 

minority government « a government that 
has fewer elected members than the total 
number of elected members of the opposi¬ 
tion parties. 

minority interest n something that is of in¬ 
terest to a small group of people only □ 
minority-interest television. 

minor road n a less important road, often in 

used to be part of an abbey. 

minstrel ['mmstml] „ a traveling singer and 
entertainer in the past. & 8 

"Sr’ -1' [fT, flavorin9l a small plant 
ith leaves that smell sweet and are used to 

flavor food, drinks, and toothpaste. -2. [for 

eat'ng] a candy flavored with mint. -3. the 
int the place where coins are officially 

t?ondf m k C°,Untty- '4‘ Phrase in mint condi¬ 
gn lc°,n' b0°k, car] in perfect condition, o vr 
to make <coins> in a mint. 

mint sauce n a sauce made of mint leaves, 
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sugar, and vinegar, usually eaten with roast 
lamb. 

minuet [.minju'et] n a slow 17th- and 18th- 
century dance; a piece of music written for 
this dance. 

minus ['mamas] (pi minuses) o prep -1. math 

when <a particular number> is taken away 
□ 4 minus 2 is 2. -2. weather at <a particular 
number of degrees> below freezing point □ 
It's minus W (degrees), o adj -1. math [number] 

less than zero □ The answer is minus four. 
-2. A/B etc minus education a grade that is 
just lower than A/B etc □ / got a B minus, o « 
-1. math = minus sign. -2. a disadvantage □ 
The long commute is definitely a minus. 

minuscule ['minaskjuil] adj [detail, amount] ex¬ 
tremely small. 

minus sign n a sign (-) that means minus 
when put before a number. 

minute1 ['minat] « -1. a unit for measuring 
time that is equal to one of the 60 parts that 
an hour is divided into □ I'll be ready in five 
minutes. -2. a very short period of time □ It 
was here only a minute ago. ■ at any minute at 
any time and probably very soon □ The 
bomb could go off at any minute. ■ to do sthg at 
the last minute to do sthg at the latest pos¬ 
sible time □ He changed his mind at the last mi¬ 
nute. ■ this minute right now □ Stop that this 
minute! 

♦ minutes npl the written records of what is 
said at a meeting □ John took the minutes at 
the meeting. 

minute2 [mai'niuit] adj [amount, detail] very 
small □ She put a minute drop of the mixture 
into the water. 

minutiae [mai'niuijn:] npl small unimportant 
details □ Don't bother me with the minutiae. 

miracle ['mirokl] o « -1. religion an action or 
event that is impossible according to sci¬ 
entific laws and that people believe to be 
done by God □ Her sudden recovery is being 
proclaimed as a miracle. -2. a surprising and 
lucky event □ It was a miracle that we 
survived/arrived on time, o adj a miracle drug/ 
cure a drug/cure that cures an illness that 
cannot normally be cured. 

miraculous [mi'raekjabs] adj -1. [event] that 
people believe is done by God □ a miraculous 
healing. -2. [survival, escape] that seems sur¬ 
prising and lucky □ She's made a miraculous 
recovery. 

miraculously [mi'raskjabsli] adv a word used 
to show that one thinks that something is 
very lucky and unexpected □ Miraculously, he 
survived. 

mirage [ma'ra^] n -1. an image of something 
that is not really there, often seen in des¬ 
erts. -2. a hope or wish that cannot come 

true. 

mire ['mai3r] « deep mud. 

mirror ['mir3r] o « a flat piece of glass that 
has a metallic surface on one side so that 
one can see the reflection of things by look¬ 
ing at it □ He glanced at himself in the mirror, 
o vt -1. [view, behavior, structure] to be very 

similar to <sthg> □ Her report mirrored my 
thinking on the subject. -2. [light, view] to reflect 
<sthg> (literary use). 

mirror image n a reversed image of some¬ 
thing, as if seen in a mirror. 

mirth [m3:r0] « amusement and laughter (for¬ 
mal use). 

misadventure [.misad'ventJV] n an unfortu¬ 
nate accident. ■ death by misadventure law 

accidental death. 

misanthropist [mis'aenGrapast] « a person who 
dislikes other people. 

misapplication fmisaeplTkeiJ'n] « [of a principle, 

law] the wrong use of something. 

misapprehension [.misaepri'henj'n] n a mistak¬ 
en belief □ They were under the misapprehen¬ 
sion that they would be paid. 

misappropriate [.misa'prouprieit] vt to take 
<funds> dishonestly for one’s own use. 

misappropriation [.missproopri'eijn] tv. see mis¬ 
appropriate. 

misbehave [.misbi'heiv] vi [child, animal] to be¬ 
have badly □ Have you been misbehaving again 
in my absence? 

misbehavior us, misbehaviour gb ,misbi- 
’heivj3r] n bad behavior □ Any misbehavior on 
our part was severely punished. 

misc ah hr of miscellaneous. 

miscalculate [.mis'kaslkjaleit] o vt -1. math 
[distance, time, number] to calculate <sthg> 
wrongly □ / miscalculated how much time I 
would need. -2. [consequences, situation] to 
judge <sthg> wrongly □ / miscalculated the ef¬ 
fect my words would have on him. o vi 
-1. math to calculate something wrongly □ 
There's not enough to go around; I obviously mis¬ 
calculated. -2. to judge something wrongly □ 
If it is a deliberate strategy, the committee has 

seriously miscalculated. 

miscalculation [.miskaelkja'leij'n] n: see miscal¬ 
culate □ Somebody has made a serious miscalcu¬ 
lation. 

miscarriage ['miskaend3] n the birth of a baby 
before it is developed enough to live □ 
Deborah has had several miscarriages. 

miscarriage of justice « a wrong judgment 
made by a court. 

miscarry [.mis'kaeri] (pt & pp miscarried) vi 
-1. [woman] to have a miscarriage. -2. [plan, 

idea] to go wrong (formal use). 

miscellaneous [.miso'leinias] adj miscellaneous 
items/people etc items/people etc that are 
different from each other and do not belong 
to any group □ You can put the stationery under 
miscellaneous expenses. 

miscellany [US 'misaleim, GB mi'sebni] (pi mis¬ 
cellanies) n a collection of miscellaneous 
things or people. 

mischance [US .mis'tjaens, GB -'tfains] « bad luck 

(formal use). 

mischief ['mist/if] n -1. slightly bad behavior, 
especially of a child, that is done for amuse¬ 
ment, but is not intended to cause harm □ 
Have you been up to mischief again? -2. injury 
or damage caused by somebody. 
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mischievous [’mistjivss] adj [child, behavior] 

that is full of mischief □ She gave a mischie¬ 
vous smile. 

misconceived [.misksn'siivd] adj [plan, method) 

that has been badly or wrongly planned, 

misconception [.miskan'sepjn] n a wrong idea 
or belief □ It's a popular misconception that the 
work we do is somehow glamorous. 

misconduct bmis'kondAkt] n bad behavior, es¬ 
pecially at work □ a serious case of profession¬ 
al misconduct. 

misconstrue [.misksn'stru:] vf [meaning, words] 

to understand <sthg> in the wrong way. 

miscount [,mis'kaunt] o vt [votes, people] to 
count <sthg> wrongly, o vi: I thought they 
were all there; I must have miscounted. 

misdeed [,mis'di:d] n a bad or illegal act (liter¬ 
ary use). 

misdemeanor us, misdemeanour gb [,mis- 
d3'mi:n3r] n a crime that is not very serious, 
e.g. a parking offense. 

misdirected bmisda'rektsd] adj -1. [letter, mail] 

that has been sent to the wrong address. 
-2. [energy, ability] that is used for the wrong 
purpose. 

miser [’maizor] n a person who always tries to 
avoid spending their money, even on things 
they need, because they want to keep it all 
(disapproving use). 

miserable ['mizrsbl] adj -1. [person] who seems 
very unhappy □ What's the matter? You look 
miserable. -2. [life, conditions, weather] that one 
finds very bad, unpleasant, and depressing □ 
/ had a miserable time while I was there. -3. a 
miserable failure a complete failure, 

miserably ['mizrsbli] adv [reply, live, fail] see 
miserable □ Doug's feeling miserably unhappy. 

miserly ['maiz3rli] adj [person] who is a miser, 

misery ['mizari] (pi miseries) n -1. [of a person] 

great unhappiness □ Seeing them together, ob¬ 
viously in love, only added to my misery. -2. [of 

conditions] very bad and unpleasant living 
conditions □ the misery of the homeless living 
on the streets. -3. a person who is always 
complaining (informal use) □ Stop being such a 
misery! 

misfire [.mis'faia'] vi -1. [gun, rifle] to fail to fir 
at the right time. -2. [car engine] to run un 
evenly because the gas in it does not ignit 
at the proper time. -3. [plan, idea] to g< 
wr°ng and not have the result that one in 
tended □ The surprise dinner misfired rather bac 
ly when Mary decided to eat out instead. 

misfit ['misfit] n a person who is not com 
pletely accepted by the people around then 
because of the way they think and behave, 

misfortune [nus'fo-tfon] « bad luck; some 
thing unpleasant or unlucky that happens tc 
somebody □ We had the misfortune to lose ai 
our lecture papers on the way home. □ She 
seems to gloat over other people's misfortunes. 

misgivings [mis'givigz] npl feelings of doubt c 
admit I had some misgivings about the idea. 

misguidetl [.mis'gaidsd] adj [attempt, opinion 

that is based on ideas that are wrong; [per¬ 

son] whose ideas are wrong □ It was a rather 
misguided effort at changing their way of thinking. 
□ He's not a bad man, just misguided. 

mishandle [,mis'haendl] vt [deal, negotiations] to 
deal with <a situation> badly, 

mishap [’mishaep] n something unlucky that 
happens but is not very serious □ The meet¬ 
ing took place without mishap. 

mishear [,mis'hi3r] {pt & pp misheard l-'h3:rd]) 
o vt [person, question] to hear <sb/sthg> wrong¬ 
ly, so that one thinks one heard some¬ 
thing else, o vi: You must have misheard. 

mishmash [US 'mi/maif, GB -maej] n an untidy 
mixture (informal use). 

misinform [,misin'fo:rm] vt to give <sb> wrong 
information □ You have been misinformed. 

misinformation [,misinf3r'meij'n] n wrong in¬ 
formation. 

misinterpret [,misin't3:rpr3t] vt [words, actions, 

gestures] to understand <sthg> wrongly □ I'd 
hate you to misinterpret what I'm saying. 

misjudge [,mis'd3Ad3] vt -1. [time, distance] to 
guess <sthg> wrongly □ They misjudged the 
amount of effort it would take to finish the job. 
-2. [person, situation, consequences] to form a 
wrong opinion of <sb/sthg> □ / think I have 
seriously misjudged him. 

misjudg(e)ment [,mis'd3Ad3m3nt] n: see mis¬ 
judge □ / now admit I made a misjudgment.; 

mislay [.mis'lei] (pt & pp mislaid l-'leid]) vt 
[book, key] to lose <sthg> for a short time, 
by forgetting where one has put it. 

mislead [,mis'li:d] (pt & pp misled) vt to make 
<sb> believe something that is not true, 
usually deliberately □ The public was misled 
into believing it was safe. 

misleading [,mis'li:dir|] adj [idea, statistic] that 
gives one a wrong idea about something □ 
The advertisement was very misleading. 

misled [,mis'led] past tense d? past participle of 
mislead. ' 

mismanage [,mis'maemd3] vt [finances, budget, 
project] to manage <sthg> badly. 

mismanagement [,mis'ma:nid3m3nt] n: see mis¬ 
manage □ The firm collapsed amidst accusations 
of financial mismanagement. 

mismatch [mis maet;] vt to be mismatched 
[married couple] to be unsuitable for each oth¬ 
er; [teams, opponents] to have levels of skill 
that are so different that a competition be¬ 
tween them is unfair; [colors] to be too dif- 
rerent to look good together. 

misnomer [.mis'noum^] n a word or name in¬ 
correctly given to something □ The term "cor¬ 
poration ,s something of a misnomer for a com¬ 
pany of that size. 

■isogymst [mi'sDd33n3st] « a person, usually 
a man, who hates women. 7 

misplace [,mis'pleis] vt = mislay, 

misplaced l.mis'pleist] adj [loyalty, trust, anger] 

hat is wrong because the person or thing 
hat causes it does not deserve it □ / hope 

placed^' 'n ^ Wi" ^ Pr°Ve t0 be mis~ 

misprint ['misprint] n a mistake in printing. 
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mispronounce Lmispra'naunsl vt to pronounce 
<a word or name> wrongly. 

misquote [,mis'kwout] vt (person, phrase] to 
quote <sb/sthg> wrongly, 

misread [,mis'ri:d] (pt & pp misread [-'red]) vt 
-1. [word, phrase] to read <sthg> wrongly. 
-2. [situation, behavior] to believe wrongly that 
one understands <sthg>. 

misrepresent fmisrepra'zent] vt [person, words, 

opinion] to give other people a false idea of 
<sb/sthg> □ Our position has been entirely mis¬ 
represented by the tabloid press. 

misrepresentation Lmisreprazen'teifn] n: see 
misrepresent □ a gross misrepresentation of the 
facts. 

misrule [,mis'ru:l] n bad government, 

miss [mis] o vt -1. [person, error, TV program! to 
fail to see <sb/sthg>; [speech, radio program] 

to fail to hear <sthg> □ We missed his debut 
performance because we were working. □ We've 
missed the beginning of the film. □ My diary's on 
the table, it's big and black — you can't miss it. □ 
She missed the beginning of the conversation. 
-2. [target, ball] to fail to hit <sthg> □ The 
brick missed me by inches. -3. [person, home, 

family] to feel sad or lonely because of the 
absence of <sb/sthg> □ I really miss not being 
able to go for long walks in the country. -4. 

[opportunity, chancel to fail to take advantage 
of <sthg> □ It's an opportunity that's too good 
to miss. -5. [train, bus] to fail to catch <sthg> 
because one is late □ I missed my flight by five 
minutes. -6. [meeting, appointment] to fail to be 
present at <sthg>. -7. [disaster, accident! to 
avoid <sthg bad> □ We just missed being 
killed. 
o vi to fail to hit something □ You missed! 
o k to give sthg a miss GB [meeting, party, les¬ 

son] to decide not to go to sthg (informal use) 

□ / think I'll give the party a miss — I've got a lot 
of work to do at home. 

♦ miss out o vt sep to miss sb/sthg out GB 
[person, word, item] to fail to include sb/sthg, 
either by accident or deliberately □ They 
missed my first name out. o vi not to have or 
take an opportunity to be involved in some¬ 
thing enjoyable, useful etc □ You missed out 
on a great party last night. 

Miss n -1. a title used to talk or write to a girl 
or woman who is not married □ Dear Miss 
Miller. -2. a word used to talk to a girl or 
woman who is not married (formal use), 

misshapen Lmis'feipn] adj [body, limb, object] 

that is not the usual shape and as a result is 
thought to be ugly. 

missile [US 'misl, gb ’misail] « -1. military a 
weapon that flies like a rocket and explodes 
when it hits its target. -2. any object that is 
thrown as a weapon. 

missile launcher [-lointJV] n a piece of mili¬ 
tary equipment used for firing missiles, 

missing ['misio] adj [object] that has been lost 
or stolen; [person] who is not where they 
should be and cannot be found □ How many 
of the missing pieces have been found? □ / m 
worried about Joe: he's been missing since morn¬ 

ing. m to go missing GB to disappear from the 
place where it should be □ 4 seven-year-old 
boy went missing from his home in Jackson yes¬ 
terday. 

missing link n a piece of information that 
must be found in order to demonstrate or 
prove something. 

missing person n a person who has disap¬ 
peared. 

mission ['mijn] n -1. [to a place] a special task 
that somebody is sent to do in another 
place, usually for political or military pur¬ 
poses □ They were sent on a secret mission. □ a 

space/bombing/rescue mission. -2. [from a gov¬ 

ernment] a group of people who are sent 
abroad by their government for a particular 
purpose □ a diplomatic/economic mission. -3. [of 

a person] a job that somebody feels it is their 
duty to do □ Her mission in life was to help the 
homeless. -4. religion educational and social 
work that is done by people who are sent 
to a foreign country by a religious group; a 
building or group of buildings where this 
work is done □ a Jesuit mission. 

missionary [US 'mifaneri, GB 'mifnari] (pi mis¬ 
sionaries) n a person who is sent to a foreign 
country by a religious group, usually to 
teach people about a particular religion. 

mission statement n a statement prepared 
by a company, organization etc to make its 
future plans and aims clear. 

Mississippi [.misi'sipi] -1. a state in the south¬ 
ern USA, on the Gulf of Mexico, abbrevia¬ 
tion: MS. size: 123,500 sq kms. population: 
2,573,216 (Mississippians). capital: Jackson. 
-2. the Mississippi a river in the central USA, 
flowing into the Gulf of Mexico. It is the 
longest river in the USA. 

missive [’misiv] n a letter (literary use). 

Missouri [mi'zuari] -1. a state in the central 
USA. abbreviation: MO. SIZE: 180,500 sq 
kms. population: 5,117,073 (Missourians). 
capital: Jefferson City. -2. the Missouri a riv¬ 
er in the central USA, flowing from the 
Rocky Mountains to join the Mississippi 
above St Louis. 

misspell fimis'spel] (pt & pp misspelled or mis¬ 
spelt) vt to spell <a word or name> wrong¬ 

ly- 
misspelling [.mis'spelirj] n a word that has 

been misspelled. 

misspelt [.mis'spelt] GB past tense & past parti¬ 
ciple of misspell. 

misspend [.mis'spend] (pt & pp misspent 
[-'spent]) vt [money, time] to waste <sthg> □ 
You can tell he's had a misspent youth! 

mist [mist] « water vapor that forms in the air 
near the ground, usually in the early morn¬ 
ing, and that it is difficult to see through □ 
the early morning mist. 

♦ mist over, mist up vi [windows, spectacles] 

to become covered with water vapor; [eyes] 

to become filled with tears. 

mistake [mfsteik] (pt mistook, pp mistaken) 
On-1. something that is said, written, or 
done in a way that is not right □ a spelling/ 



mistaken 672 

typing mistake □ You have made several mistakes 
in your calculations. -2. an action or statement 
that is not very wise or sensible and often 
causes problems later □ It was a mistake to 
leave school so young. ■ to do sthg by mistake 
to do sthg without intending to □ / took your 
coat by mistake. 

o vt -1. [meaning, intention] to misunderstand 
<sthg>. -2. [person] to think wrongly that 
<sb> is somebody else; [object] to think 
wrongly that <sthg> is something else □ / 
mistook you for Jim. □ You can't mistake her 
voice, with its strong southern drawl. ■ there's 
no mistaking... a phrase used to say that it is 
impossible to confuse something with some¬ 
thing else □ There's no mistaking his car, it's 
covered in rust. 

mistaken [mi'steikan] o past participle of mis¬ 
take. o ad) [belief, idea] wrong □ / was under 
the mistaken impression that you were serious. ■ 
to be mistaken about sb/sthg to have the 
wrong idea about sb/sthg □ You must be mis¬ 
taken: my brother has dark hair. 

mistaken identity n a case of mistaken iden¬ 
tity a situation where somebody is thought 
to be somebody else, usually because of 
their appearance. 

mistakenly [mi'steikanli] adv [believe, say] see 
mistaken □ / mistakenly assumed there wouldn't 
be a problem. 

mister [ mist3r] n a word used, especially by 
children, to talk to a man whose name they 
do not know (informal use). 

mistime [.mis'taim] vt [entry, announcement] to 
do or say <sthg> at a bad or unsuitable time 
□ They badly mistimed the publication of the re¬ 
sults. 

mistletoe ['misltou] n a plant with white bei 
ties that grows on trees and is used as 
Christmas decoration in Northern Europ 
and North America. 

mistook [mi'stuk] past tense of mistake. 

mistranslation bmistraenz'leijh] n a translatioi 
that is wrong. 

mistreat l.mis'trht] vt to treat <a person o 
animal> cruelly, especially when one is sup 
posed to be taking care of them. 

mistreatment [,mis'tri:tmsnt] n: see mistreat : 
the mistreatment of prisoners. 

mistress I'mistres] « -l. [0f a man] a womar 
who a married man is having a sexual rela¬ 
tionship with □ She’s your mistress, isn't she; 

-2. [of a dog, cat] the female owner of a par¬ 
ticular pet animal. -3. GB [in school] a female 
schoolteacher of a particular subject □ the 
science mistress. 

mistrial ['mistraral] n a trial that is not legal 
because of a mistake in the way it is earned 

mistrust l.mis'trAst] o„a feeling of not bei 
able to trust somebody or something □ < 
has a natural mistrust of politicians, o vt [pers 

words, intentions] not to trust <sb/sthg>. 

mistrustful [ ,mis'trAstfl] adj [person, look] tl 
shows a lack of trust in somebody or son 
thing □ / was mistrustful of his intentions 

misty ['misti] (compar mistier, superl mistiest) 
adj [landscape, countryside] that is covered 
with mist □ It's very misty this morning. 

misunderstand [lmisAnd3r'stasnd] {pt & pp mis¬ 
understood) o vt [person, meaning, question] to 
fail to understand <sb/sthg> properly, o vi: I 
think you must have misunderstood. 

misunderstanding [,misAndar'staendir)] n -1. a 
failure to understand something properly □ 
His statement is open to misunderstanding. □ 
There was a misunderstanding over the time of 
the meeting. -2. a disagreement between peo¬ 
ple □ We've had a misunderstanding with the 
neighbors. 

misunderstood [,misAnd3r'stud] past tense & 
past participle of misunderstand, 

misuse [vb ,mis'ju:z, « ,mis'ju:s] o vt -1. [pow¬ 

er, funds, position] to use <sthg> for wrong or 
dishonest purposes. -2. [time] to use <sthg> 
carelessly □ The government is misusing our 
natural resources. -3. [language] to use <sthg> 
incorrectly, o n [of power, time, language] the 
act of misusing something; an example of 
this □ a misuse of valuable resources. 

MIT (abbr of Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology) n a leading scientific university in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

mite [man] n -1. a very small creature like a 
spider that often lives on plants or animals 
or in dust □ a dust/house mite. -2. a mite 
slightly (informal use) □ It's a mite too big. -3. a 
small child (informal use) □ Poor little mite! 

miter us, mitre GB ['maitsH n -1. a tall pointed 
hat worn by bishops. -2. a joint between 
two pieces of wood that are each cut at an 
angle so that they form a comer when 
joined. 

t L “wyvuj vi ifjdiii, enea, narmj to 
make <sthg unpleasant> less serious or ex- 
treme (formal use). 

mitigating ['mitsgeitir,] adj mitigating circum¬ 
stances law facts that explain why some¬ 
body committed a crime and may cause 
their punishment to be reduced. 

mitigation [.mita'geijn] « law the process of 
presenting mitigating circumstances to a 
court □ He pleaded in mitigation that his client 
dd excellent character references. 

mitre n gb = miter. 

mitt [mit] n -1. a mitten. -2. sport the protec¬ 
tive glove worn by the catcher in baseball 

monenf VVT] l 'V gI°Ve with ^ sections, 

eers ? 2 ^ and °ne for 1116 four 6n- 
E u ? S °Ve that covers one's wrist and 
hand, but not one’s fingers. 

u ITlItd’ '^a*ter a character in James 
Tiber's story The Secret Life of Walter 

tii ous h% TneSuhe is brave and Ven¬ turous, but in fact he is very ordinary 

TJeTto C° V- Dn9rediente' substances, ac- 
I l v “ <^° or more ^ings > so 

y are part of the same thing □ Mix 
the sugar and ok with the flour. □ / never mix 

maSkeeS<stT> '2‘ ldrink' Cementl to ake <sthg> by putting its contents togeth- 
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er in a container. -3. [song, record] to arrange 
the balance of sounds in <sthg>. 
o vr -1. [substances] to become mixed □ Oil 
and water don't mix. □ The fuel mixes with air in 
the carburetor. -2. [person] to meet, talk, and 
spend time with other people □ I'm not very 
good at mixing. □ He's mixing with a strange 
crowd. 
o n -1. [of two things] something that com¬ 
bines two or more people or things in a par¬ 
ticular way □ The film was an interesting mix of 
different styles. -2. [to make something] a mix¬ 
ture of dry ingredients used to make some¬ 
thing and sold in a package □ cake/cement 
mix. -3. music a particular version of a rec¬ 
ord, made for a particular audience or mar¬ 
ket □ a disco mix. 

♦ mix up vf sep -1. to mix people/things up 
[dates, ideas] to confuse two or more peo¬ 
ple/things with each other □ / always mix her 
up with her sister. -2. to mix things up [doc¬ 

uments, cards] to make things disordered □ 
The pages are all mixed up. 

mixed [mikst] adj -1. a mixed diet/salad etc a 
diet/salad etc that contains different things 
of the same general type □ I'll need some 
mixed fruit/nuts for the cake. -2. a mixed group 
a group of different types of people □ They're 
a mixed bunch; some of them have studied lan¬ 
guages before, others don't even know what an 
adverb is. -3. [blood, parentage] that involves 
parents, grandparents etc who are of differ¬ 
ent races. -4. to have mixed feelings about 
sthg to be unsure about sthg because one 
has different kinds of feelings about it □ / 
have mixed feelings about their proposal. -5. 
[school, education] that is for both sexes, 

mixed-ability adj GB [class, teaching] that is de¬ 
signed for students of different abilities, 

mixed blessing « something that has disad¬ 
vantages as well as advantages, 

mixed doubles ti [in tennis, badminton] a match 
in which each team consists of a man and a 
woman. 

mixed economy n an economic system in 
which some industries and organizations are 
owned by the state and some are private, 

mixed grill n a dish that includes different 
types of grilled meat. 

mixed marriage n a marriage between peo¬ 
ple of different races or religions, 

mixed up adj -1. [person, mind] confused □ She 
said she was feeling very mixed up about Tom 
and that they might be splitting up. -2. to be 
mixed up in sthg [in a crime, argument, scandal] 

to be involved in sthg □ / don't want you get¬ 
ting mixed up in all this. 

mixer ['miks3r] « -1. a machine used for mix¬ 
ing things, such as food or cement. -2. a 
non-alcoholic drink that is added to an alco¬ 

holic drink. 

mixer tap n GB a faucet that can be used to 
pour out a mixture of hot and cold water, 

mixing bowl ['miksiij-l « a large bowl for 

mixing food in. 

mixture ['mikstJV] n -1. a substance made of 

different ingredients that have been mixed 
together □ Place the mixture in the bowl and 
stir. -2. [of flavors, candy! a combination of dif¬ 
ferent things or people □ / felt a mixture of 
sadness and relief. 

mix-up n a confused situation caused by a 
mistake or misunderstanding □ There must 
have been a mix-up at the other end — we 
weren't expecting you until tomorrow. 

mk, MK abbr of mark, 

mkt abbr of market, 

ml abbr of milliliter. 

MLA (abbr of Member of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly) rt in Australia, a member of Parliament. 

MLC (abbr of Member of the Legislative Coun¬ 
cil) « in Australia, a senator. 

MLitt [em'lit] (abbr of Master of Literature, Mas¬ 
ter of Letters) n a postgraduate degree in lit¬ 
erature; a person who has this degree. 

MLR n abbr of minimum lending rate, 

mm abbr of millimeter. 

MN o n abbr of merchant navy, o abbr of Min¬ 
nesota. 

mnemonic [ni'mDmk] n a word, phrase, or 
short poem that helps somebody to remem¬ 
ber something. 

m.O. abbr of money order. 

MO (abbr of Medical Officer) o n a doctor in 
the armed forces, o abbr of Missouri, 

moan [moun] o « -l. a long low sound made 
by somebody because they are sad or in 
pain □ The woman gave a loud moan. -2. a 
complaint (informal use) □ She likes to have a 
good moan about work, o vi -1. to make the 
sound of a moan □ He was moaning in agony. 
-2. to complain in an unhappy and often ir¬ 
ritating voice (informal use) □ He's always 
moaning about his job/boss. 

moat [moot] n a ditch around a castle that is 
filled with water and was used for defense 
in the past. 

mob [mob] (ft & ff mobbed, cont mobbing) 
on a large noisy crowd of people, especial¬ 
ly one that is violent or difficult to control, 
o vt to form a crowd around <sb>, usually 
to show admiration or to attack them □ The 
singer was mobbed at the airport. 

mobile [US 'moubl, GB -bail] o adj -1. [person, 

vehicle] that is able to move easily □ He has a 
slipped disk, so it'll be a couple of weeks before 
he's mobile again. □ a small, highly mobile force 
of fighting men. -2. [equipment] that is not 
fixed and can be moved easily. -3. to be mo¬ 
bile to have a vehicle, so that one can travel 
around easily o Now I have my car back I m 
mobile again. -4. GB a mobile clinic/library etc a 
clinic/library etc that is in a vehicle and is 
driven from place to place, o n -1. an orna¬ 
ment made of small objects hanging on 
strings that move when the air moves. -2. = 

mobile phone. 

mobile home n a vehicle that people live in 

as a home. 

mobile phone n a telephone with no wires 
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that can be carried around and used any¬ 
where. 

mobility [mou'bitati] n -1. the ability to move, 
especially when one is not prevented by ill¬ 
ness or injury □ These seats are for people with 
mobility difficulties. -2. the movement of peo¬ 
ple between social classes, jobs, or residen¬ 
tial areas □ social mobility. 

mobility allowance n in Britain, money giv¬ 
en by the state to disabled people to help 
them to travel. 

mobilization [us .moubab'zeijh, gb .moubslai-] 
«: see mobilize. 

mobilize, -ise ['moobslaiz] o vf -1. to encour¬ 
age <support> for a particular purpose or 
cause; to gather <a group of people> togeth¬ 
er and organize them for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ They've managed to mobilize a great deal 
of support for the new initiative. □ Japan regards 
its aging society as a resource to be mobilized. 
-2. [army, navy, air force] to prepare <a mili¬ 
tary organization> for war □ All military forces 
have been mobilized and are on full alert, o vi 
[country, army] to prepare to fight a war. 

moccasin ['mokssin] n a soft leather shoe 
without laces □ a pair of moccasins. 

mock [mDk] o adj [surprise, exam) that looks, 
sounds etc like something but is not the 
same as it □ They live in a mock-Tudor house. □ 

Poor you! she said in mock concern, o vt [per¬ 

son, behavior, idea] to make fun of <sb/sthg> 
in an unkind way. o vt: You shouldn't mock. 

mockery [fniDkan] n -1. the act of mocking 
somebody or something □ There was a sug¬ 
gestion of mockery in her tone. -2. something 
that is worthless, usually because it is done 
badly □ The trial was a mockery, m to make a 
mockery of sthg to make sthg seem stupid or 
worthless o This result makes a mockery of the 
democratic process. 

mocking ['mDkirj] adj [tone, smile] that is not 
sincere, and is intended to show that one is 
making fun of somebody. 

mockingbird fmokirib-j.-'d] n an American bird 
with a long tail and gray feathers that imi- 
tates the songs of other birds. 

mock-up n a full-size model of a machine 
vehicle etc that is built for testing or re¬ 
search □ We have a detailed mock-up of the new 

Mot), MOD (abbr of Ministry of Defence) n th 
British government department responsibl 
tor the army and defense. 

mod cons npl all mod cons GB a phrase use, 
to say that a house, apartment, kitchen et 
is fitted with all the things that make lif, 
easier and more comfortable such as centra 
heating, a washing machine etc (informal use) 

mode [moud] « [of life, transportation] a particu 
lar way of doing something; [of dress] a par 
ticular style of fashion. 

m°^el ^Ddl] (us /* & PP modeled, cant mod 
Jmg, GB pt & pp modelled, com modelling 

° * ‘V. 0f a buildin9’ vehicle] a small copy oi 

S m°del car/plane D a workim 
model. -2. [for a government, philosophy] a wa> 

of doing something that is successful and 
can be used as a basis for something else □ 
Their legal system is based on the British model. 
□ alternative models of social order. -3. [of pa¬ 

tience, good taste] a person or thing that is 
the perfect example of something □ She's the 
model of good breeding. -4. [of a car, washing 

machine] a particular type of vehicle or ma¬ 
chine made by a particular manufacturer □ 
our new improved model □ the latest model in 
the "Pergamum" series. -5. [for a painting] a 
person whose job is to stand or sit still 
in order to be the subject of a painting or 
photograph □ an artist's model □ a photographic 
model. -6. [for clothes] a person whose job is 
to model clothes □ She became a top photo¬ 
graphic model practically overnight. 

^ a model student/employee etc a perfect 
student/employee etc. 

o vt -1. [plane, ship] to make a small copy of 
<sthg>. -2. [clay, wax] to make <sthg> into a 
particular shape. -3. [dress, outfit] to display 
<sthg> by wearing it at a fashion show □ 
Claudia, seen here modeling the new Versace col¬ 
lection. -4. to model oneself on sb [on father, 

teacher] to copy sb’s behavior or appearance 
in order to be like them □ He's modeled his 
musical style on that of the early blues singers, 
o vi to model clothes. 

modeling us, modelling gb [’mDdliij] n the work 
of a fashion model □ a career in modeling. 

Mode! T Ford » one of the first types of car 
built in the USA, designed by Henry Ford. 

modem ['moudem] n a piece of electronic 
equipment used for sending information 
from one computer to another via a tele¬ 
phone line. 

moderete [adj & n 'modarst, vb 'modsreit] 
aclt -1. [amount, view, demand] that is con¬ 

sidered to be reasonable by most people □ a 
moderate wage increase/politician. -2. [size, quan¬ 
tity] that is neither large nor small. -3. [ability 

performance) that is neither good nor bad! 
n a person who has moderate political 

views, o vt [spending, heat, demands] to re¬ 
duce <sthg> to a level that most people 
consider to be reasonable □ Would you rnind 
moderating your language? o vi [views, drinking] 
to become moderate. 

oav moderately suc¬ 
cessful/expensive etc fairly successful/expen- 

IZtnlh /f WaS °n,y moderatelY Quicker than taking the tram. 

moderation [.muda'retfn] n [of one's views de¬ 

mands) see moderate □ Leaders of both sides 

have appealed for moderation, m to do sthg in 

*a?emoT [dnn,k' Sm°kel t0 do sth8 ^ a way 
that most people consider to be reasonable 

"thatT [mDd3rni '1- (times, society, world] 

Zelnd hT t0 1116 PreS6nt P£riod n Zealand has emerged as one of the world's 

sSHrif Truem ec°nomies- -2- [techniques, de- 

fice echoic a °, 3 n6W ^nd D modem °<~ 
ideas □ T^/ ~h ' person) wh° accepts new 
4 morf V 3 Very modern outlook 

-4. modern art/dance etc art/dance etc that 
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follows more recent styles rather than tradi¬ 
tional ones. 

modern-day adj [person] whose actions, be¬ 
havior etc remind people of somebody who 
was well known in the past; [event] that is 
similar to an event in history □ a modern-day 
Robin Hood. 

modernism ['mDdarnizm] n the ideas and 
methods of art, design, and literature that 
have produced new forms of expression, es¬ 
pecially in the early and mid-20th century. 

modernization [us .mDdsrns'zeiJ'n, gb .mDda- 

nai-] n: see modernize □ The industry is in urgent 
need of modernization. □ a modernization pro¬ 
gram. 

modernize, -ise ['mod3rnaiz] o vt [system, 

house, factory] to make <sthg> modern by re¬ 
placing old processes and appliances with 
new ones, o vi: We must modernize if we are 
going to stay in business. 

modern languages npl modem European 
languages, usually when studied as a subject 
in high school or college. 

modest ['modast] adj -1. [amount, income, im¬ 

provement] that is not very large □ We made a 
modest profit on the sale. -2. [person] who does 
not like to talk proudly about the things 
they have done □ Don't be so modest! I'm sure 
it's excellent. 

modestly [’modsstli] adv [improve, behave, 

speak] see modest. 

modesty ['mDdasti] n the quality of being 
modest about the things one has done. 

modicum ['modikam] tt a modicum of sthg [of 

decency, truth] a small amount of sthg (formal 
use) □ / suppose there's a modicum of comfort in 
what you say. 

modification [.mndafo'keijh] tv. see modify □ 
The text requires modification/a few modifications 
before it can be published. □ They made a few 
modifications to the basic design. 

modify [’rriDdafai] {pt & modified) vt -1. [en¬ 

gine, design] to change <sthg> slightiy in or¬ 
der to improve it. -2. [plan, law] to change 
<sthg> slightly in order to make it more 
suitable for a particular situation. 

modular [US ’mDd33lr, GB 'mDdjob] adj -1. [furni¬ 

ture, building] that consists of separate units 
that combine together to make a larger 
structure. -2. education [course] that consists 
of a series of separate courses on particular 

subjects. 

modulated [US 'mr>d33leit3d, GB 'rrmdju-] ad) 
[note, voice] that varies in loudness, pitch, or 
tone; [radio wave] that varies in frequency or 

size. 
modulation [US ,mod33'leiJn, GB ,mDdjo-] n the 

process of varying the loudness, pitch, or 
tone of a sound; the process of varying the 
frequency or size of a radio wave. 

module [US 'mDd3u:l, GB 'mDdjud] n -1. [of a 

building, course, piece of furniture] one of the 
parts of something that can be joined to¬ 
gether, usually in different ways, to make 
something bigger. -2. [of a spacecraft] a part 

of a spacecraft that can be used separately 
from the other parts □ the lunar module. 

mogul ['mougl] n a very rich and powerful 
business person □ the media mogul, John 
Barolo. 

mohair ['moohe3r] n a very soft wool that 
comes from angora goats □ a mohair sweater. 

Mohammed [mou'haemsd] = Muhammad. 

Mohammedan [moo'haemsdsn] n & adj = Mus¬ 
lim. 

Mohawk ['moohaik] tt a member of a Native 
American people who used to live in the 
northeastern USA; the language of this peo¬ 
ple. 

Mohican [mou'hiiksn] tt a member of a Native 
American people who used to live in the 
northeastern USA and southeastern Canada; 
the language of this people. 

moist [moist] adj [soil, cake, eyes] that is slight¬ 
ly wet □ Keep the soil moist, but do not overwa¬ 
ter. 

moisten ['moisn] vt [lips, handkerchief] to make 
<sthg> moist. 

moisture ['mDistJV] tt small drops of water on 
a surface or in the air that make it feel wet 
□ The inside of the window was covered in mois¬ 
ture. 

moisturize, -ise ['moistjbraiz] vt [face, hands, 

skin] to make <sthg> less dry, usually by 
rubbing a cream into it. 

moisturizer ['moistjbraizsfl tt a product, usu¬ 
ally in the form of a cream, for moisturizing 
one’s skin. 

molar ['moubfl tt one of the large flat teeth at 
the back of one’s mouth, used for chewing 
food. 

molasses [ms'laessz] n a thick dark syrup that 
is produced during the refining of sugar and 
is used in cooking. 

mold US, mould GB [mould] o n -1. [on food, a 

wall] a green or gray substance that grows 
on old food or on objects that have been 
kept in wet conditions for a long time □ The 
ceiling was covered in mold. -2. [for metal, a can¬ 

dle] a container that has a particular shape 
and in which a soft or liquid substance is 
placed so that it will have the same shape 
after it has become hard □ Place the mixture in 

the mold. 
o vt -1. [person, character, career] to influence 
the way <sb/sthg> develops over a period 
of time, especially by influencing their ideas 
□ His political views were molded by his back¬ 
ground and education. -2. [clay, mud, metal] to 
make <sthg> into a particular shape, some¬ 
times by using a mold □ The figure had been 
molded out of clay. 

Moldavia [mDl'deivis] a country in Eastern 
Europe, between Romania and Ukraine, size: 
34,000 sq kms. population: 4,400,000 (Mol¬ 
davians). capital: Kishinev, language: Roma¬ 

nian. currency: leu. 
molding us, moulding GB [ mouldig] « a band 

of stone or wood that goes all around a 
wall, frame, piece of furniture etc to deco¬ 
rate it □ a room with original moldings. 
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moldy US, mouldy GB ['mouldij (US compar 
moldier, superl moldiest, GB compar mouldier, 
superl mouldiest) adj [cheese, fruit, bread] that 
has mold on part or all of it □ All I could find 
was a moldy old apple. 

mole [moul] n -1. a small animal that has dark 
fur, is almost blind, and digs tunnels under 
the ground to live in. -2. [on somebody's skin] 
a small dark-brown mark on somebody's 
skin. -3. [inside an organization] a spy who is a 
member of an organization and gives secret 
information to people outside that organiza¬ 
tion. 

molecular [ma'lekjalar] adj [structure, physics] 
relating to molecules. 

molecule ['mDlikju:l] « the smallest possible 
amount of a chemical that can exist, consist¬ 
ing of two or more atoms joined together, 

molehill [’moulhil] n a pile of earth that is 
made by a mole digging underground, 

molest [ma'lest] vt -1. [person] to attack <a 
woman, child> etc sexually. -2. [dog] to at¬ 
tack <a sheep, goat> etc. 

molester [ma'lestar] n a person who molests 
women or children □ a convicted child molest¬ 
er. 

mollify ['mnlafai] (pt & pp mollified) vt to make 
<sb> feel less angry or upset. 

mollusk us, mollusc GB ['rmilask] « a creature 
that has a soft body, no backbone, and is 
often covered by a shell, e.g. a snail, mussel, 
or octopus. 

mollycoddle ['mDlikDdl] vt [child, employee] to 
take too much care of <sb>. 

Molotov cocktail ['molamf-] n a bomb that 
consists of a bottle full of gasoline sealed 
with a piece of cloth. 

molt us, moult GB [moult] o vt to lose chair 
or feathers> in order to grow new ones, 
o vi [animal, bird] How often do cats molt? 

molten ['moultn] adj molten metal/lava metal/ 
lava that has melted into a thick hot liquid. 

mom [nrom] « us a word used to talk to or 
about one’s mother (informal use). 

moment ['moumant] n -1. a very short period 
of time □ Wait a moment. □ For one or a mo¬ 
ment, I thought you were serious. □ Moments lat¬ 
er she was gone. □ If you have a spare moment 
there's something I'd like to discuss. -2. a par¬ 
ticular point in time □ At that moment the 
phone rang. □ This is a very special moment for 
me. m the moment of truth a moment when 
something very important is decided □ Now 
for the moment of truth: who has won the con¬ 
tract? ■ at any moment [happen, arrive] at any 
time, and probably soon □ Look, they'll be 
here at any moment, so you'd better hurry up. • 
at the moment now □ He's not in at the mo¬ 
ment, can he call you back? ■ at the last mo¬ 
ment at the latest possible time □ At the last 
moment they pulled out of the deal, u for the 
moment at the present time, but perhaps 
not later □ I'm prepared to agree for the mo¬ 
ment, but I might change my mind. -3. a good/ 
bad moment a suitable/unsuitable time □ 

Choose your moment to approach the boss. □ / 
don't think now's the right moment. 

momentarily [.mouman'terah] odv -1. [pause, 

hesitate] for a short time □ He was momentari¬ 
ly speechless. -2. US a word used to say that 
something will happen very soon □ I'll be 
with you momentarily. 

momentary [US 'moomanteri, GB -tari] adj [pause, 

hesitation] that lasts for a very short time 
□ There was a momentary silence before the ap¬ 
plause began. 

momentous [ma'mentas] adj [decision, news] 

very important □ / would like to welcome you 
all here on this momentous occasion. 

momentum [ma'mentam] n -1. physics the 
weight of a moving object multiplied by its 
speed. -2. [of social movement, change] the 
force that is developed by a process as it 
progresses □ The campaign is starting to gather 
momentum. 

mommy ['mrani], momma [ moms] h us a 
word used, especially by children, to talk to 
or about their mother (informal use). 

Mon abbr of Monday. 

Monaco ['mmiakou] a country and town in 
southern Europe, on the Mediterranean, be¬ 
tween France and Italy, size: 2 sq kms. 
population: 28,000 (Monegasques). capital: 
Monaco, language: French, currency: French 
franc. 

monarch [‘mDnark] n a king or queen who 
rules a country. 

monarchist ['mDnarkast] n a person who be¬ 
lieves that their country should be ruled by 
a monarch. 7 

monarchy ['mDnarki] (pi monarchies) n -1. a 
system of government in which a country is 
ruled by a monarch and in which the next 
monarch will be from the same family. -2. a 
country that is ruled by a monarch. -3. the 
monarchy the royal family of a particular 
country. 

NOTE: Compare republic. 

monastery [us 'mmiasten, GB -tan] (pi monas¬ 
teries) n a building or group of buildings 
where monks live, work, and pray. 

monastic [ma'mestik] adj -1. [building, commu¬ 

nity that is connected with monasteries. 
-2. [existence, life] that is quiet and simple, as 
in a monastery. 

Monday [Wiidei] « the day of the week be¬ 
tween Sunday and Tuesday; see also Friday. 

[U„S m°V'nei> GB 'monei], Claude (1840- 
W26) a French artist, well known for his land- 
scapes and for being one of the main painters 
or the Impressionist movement. 

l n a policy ot con 
trolling a country’s economy by limiting thf 
amount of money available for use at am 
particular time. } 

monetarist ['monatarast] « a person who be¬ 
lieves in monetarism as an economic policy. 

Tn?oentarVttUn GB -atari] adj [policy, 
union, control] that is connected with money 

money [Wm] „ coins or bills that are used to 
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buy things □ How much money do you have? □ 
I didn't have enough money to get home. □ How 
much is that in English money? ■ to make mon¬ 
ey to receive money by working, or by sell¬ 
ing something at a profit □ The company 
made a lot of money last year. □ She used to 
make money by selling jewelry. ■ to get one's 
money's worth to get a good value when 
one spends money on something □ She al¬ 
ways likes to get her money's worth. 

moneybox ['mAmboks] k GB a small box with 
a slot in the top, used by children for saving 
coins in. 

moneyed ['mAmd] adj the moneyed classes the 
rich classes (formal use), 

moneylender ['mAnilend3r] n a person whose 
job is to lend people money and then charge 
interest on it. 

moneymaker ['mAnimeika'] n a product or busi¬ 
ness that makes somebody a lot of money, 

moneymaking ['mAmmeikii)] adj a money¬ 
making idea an idea that makes somebody a 
lot of money. 

money market n the financial institutions 
that deal with short-term loans, capital, and 
foreign exchange □ Money-market interest rates 
jumped sharply. 

money order n an official document from a 
bank or post office that is used instead of 
money for sending payment through the mail, 

money-spinner [-spinar] n gb something that 
makes somebody a lot of money (informal use), 

money supply « all the money that exists in 
a country’s economy. 

mongolT ['moggl] (old-fashioned and offensive 

use) o adj [person] who has Down’s syndrome. 

On a person who has Down’s syndrome. 

♦ Mongol « & adj-. see Mongolia. 

Mongolia [mDg'goulia] n a country in central 
Asia, between Russia and China, size: 
1,565,000 sq kms. population: 2,300,000 
(Mongols, Mongolians), capital: Ulan Bator. 
language: Khalkha Mongolian, currency: 

tughric. 
Mongolian [morj'goulisn] n & adj-. see Mongo¬ 

lia. 
mongoose [‘mngguis] {pi mongooses) n a 

small furry animal with a long tail that lives 
in Africa and Asia and eats snakes and 

birds’ eggs. 
mongrel ['mAgrsI] n a dog whose parents are 

of different breeds. 

monitor ['mDn3t3r] o n -1. tv a screen in a TV 
studio for showing the images that are be¬ 
ing recorded or sent □ a TV monitor. -2. med¬ 
icine an instrument for recording and show¬ 
ing a particular activity in a patient’s body □ 
a heart monitor. -3. computing a screen used 
with a computer to show information, o vt 
-1. [development, heartbeat, condition] to check 
<sthg> regularly, usually to see if there is 
any change □ We have been monitoring the pol¬ 
lution levels. -2. [broadcast, messages] to listen 
to <sthg> regularly in order to get informa¬ 

tion. 
monk [mAr)k] n a member of a religious group 

of men who pray and worship together and 
usually live apart from other people □ a Bud¬ 
dhist monk. 

monkey ['mAijki] {pi monkeys) n a tropical ani¬ 
mal with a long tail that lives in trees and is 
related to chimpanzees, gorillas, and human 
beings. 

monkey nut n a peanut (old-fashioned use). 

monkey wrench n a tool that can be adjust¬ 
ed to turn nuts and bolts of different 
widths. 

monkfish ['mArjkfiJ] (pi monkfish or monkfish¬ 
es) n a large fish with a flat head and thin 
tail that is eaten as food. 

mono ['mDnoo] o adj [record, record player] that 
produces sound through one loudspeaker 
only. o«-1. a system of recording sound in 
which the sound is produced through one 
loudspeaker only □ It can only play records in 
mono. -2. US = mononucleosis. 

monochrome ['mDnakroom] adj -1. [television, 

film] whose pictures are in black and white. 
-2. [picture, print] that is in one color only. 

monocle [’niDnakl] n a special piece of glass 
worn over one eye to help somebody to see 
better. 

monogamous [ma'nngsmas] adj [person] who 
has only one sexual partner □ a monogamous 
society/marriage. 

monogamy [ma'nDgsmi] n the state of being 
monogamous. 

monogrammed ['monagraemd] adj [handker¬ 

chief, shirt] that has somebody’s initials print¬ 
ed or sewn onto it. 

monolingual [.mDna'lirjgwsl] adj -1. [person] 

who only speaks one language. -2. [diction¬ 

ary, text] that is written in only one lan¬ 
guage. 

monolithic [.mona'liGik] adj -1. [organization] 

very large and unlikely to change. -2. 
[building] very large and without any interest¬ 
ing features. 

monolog us, monologue ['monalDg] n -1. the¬ 
ater a long speech by one actor or actress. 
-2. [in conversation] a long speech by one per¬ 
son that prevents other people from speak¬ 

ing. 
mononucleosis [.mDnooniuiklfousas] n an in¬ 

fectious disease that gives people fever, a 
sore throat, and swollen glands, and makes 
them feel weak. 

monoplane ['mmwplein] n an aircraft with one 

wing on each side. 
monopolize, -ise [ms'nDpalalz] vt [trade, indus¬ 

try, conversation] to have complete control of 
<sthg> so that other people have no influ¬ 
ence or involvement in it □ Their company has 
monopolized the diamond business for years. □ 
Now, John, stop monopolizing our guest! 

monopoly [ma'nDpali] (pi monopolies) n -1. a 

situation where one company or organiza¬ 
tion has complete control of a particular 
business activity, with the result that other 
organizations have no influence or involve¬ 
ment in it □ These regional newspapers are 
near-monopolies. □ The state has a monopoly on 
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electricity production. ■ the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission in Britain, an independ¬ 
ent organization whose job is to investigate 
possible monopolies, so that the govern¬ 
ment can decide whether or not to take ac¬ 
tion to stop them. -2. to have a monopoly on 
sthg to be the only person who has sthg □ 
He thinks he's got a monopoly on brains. 

monorail ['monareilj n a transportation system 
in which trains travel on a single rail, 

monosodium glutamate [.mDnasoudism'gluit- 
amcit] n a chemical substance used in cook¬ 
ing to add flavor to savory dishes, 

monosyllabic [.mDnssa'lasbik] adj -1. [word, 

name] that has only one syllable. -2. [reply, 

answer] that uses very few words, 

monosyllable ['monssilabl] « a word of one 
syllable. 

monotone ['monstoun] n a sound or voice that 
does not change in tone □ She spoke in a dull 
monotone. 

monotonous [ma'nDtsnas] adj [music, job, life] 

that is boring because of always staying the 
same □ The work was monotonous and tiring. 

monotony [ma'nDtsni] n the boring quality of 
something that never changes □ It's the sheer 
monotony of commuting that most people hate. □ 
A short walk might help to break the monotony. 

monoxide [ms'nnksaid] n a chemical com¬ 
pound that has one atom of oxygen for each 
atom of another element. 

Monroe, Marilyn (1926-1962) a US movie 
actress, famous as a sex symbol. She ap¬ 
peared in Some Like it Hot and Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes. 

Monroe Doctrine n the Monroe Doctrine part 
of US foreign policy that rejected European 
intervention in North and South America. It 
was introduced during the presidency of 
James Monroe. 

Monsignor [mmi'simjafl n a tide given to a 
priest of high rank in the Catholic Church, 

monsoon [mDn'su:n] n the season of heavy 
rain in southern Asia. 

monster ['mr>nst3r] o n -1. an unreal creature 
in a book, movie etc that is usually large, 
ugly, and frightening □ She dreamed that she 
was being chased by monsters. -2. a cruel or 
evil person □ The person who could commit 
such a crime must be a monster. -3. something 
that is unusually big □ That machine's a mon¬ 
ster! o adj very large (informal use), 

monstrosity [mmi'strDsati] {pi monstrosities) n 
a building, work of art etc that is very large 
and ugly □ that monstrosity they call a shopping 
mall! y 

monstrous ['mmistras] adj -1. [treatment, situa¬ 

tion, price] that one finds shocking and unfair 
□ / think it's monstrous the way they've behavedI 
-2. [place, appearance] that is very ugly. -3. 

[size, building, dog] that is very large. 

montage [mmi'ta^] « -1. a picture, movie or 
piece of music that has been made by put¬ 
ting together pieces of other pictures, mov- 
les, or pieces of music. -2. a method of film 
editing in which many different shots are 

put together to form a single image or a se¬ 
ries of images that changes very quickly. 

Montana [mon'teena] a mountainous state in 
the northwestern USA. abbreviation: MT. 
size: 381,000 sq kms. population: 799,065 
(.Montanans). capital: Helena. 

Mont Blanc [.mDnt'blDg] the highest mountain 
in the Alps, situated between France and 
Italy, height: 4,807 m. 

Monte Carlo [.monti'kaflou] a town in Mona¬ 
co that is famous for its casino and its an¬ 
nual motor race. 

Montenegro [.mDnta'nkgrou] a republic of Yu¬ 
goslavia, on the Adriatic coast, that re¬ 
mained with Serbia in the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia when the other republics be¬ 
came independent in the early 1990s. size: 
13,812 sq kms. population: 600,000 {Mon¬ 
tenegrins). capital: Podgorica, language: Serbo- 
Croat. currency: Yugoslavian dinar. 

Montevideo [.mDntavs'deiou] the capital of 
Uruguay in the south of the country. It is an 
important port, population: 1,346,000. 

Montezuma [.mDnti'zuims] (1466-1520) the 
last Aztec emperor to rule Mexico before 
the Spanish invasion. 

Montgomery [mant'gDmsri], Field Marshal 
(1887-1976) a British military leader. He 
was responsible for the British victory in the 
North African desert in World War II. 

month [mAn0] n -1. one of the 12 periods that 
the year is divided into in the Western cal¬ 
endar □ during the winter months □ / saw her 
last month. □ in the month of March. -2. a peri¬ 
od of about four weeks □ It happened about a 
month ago. □ It'll be ready in a few months. 

monthly ['mAneii] (pi monthlies) o adj [meet¬ 

ing, payment] that happens once a month, 
o adv [meet, pay] once a month. On a maga¬ 
zine that is published once a month. 

Montreal [.montri'Dil] a port in southern Que¬ 
bec, on the St Lawrence river. It is the larg¬ 
est city in Canada, population: 1,017,666. 

monument ['mDnjamant] n -1. a building or 
statue built to remind people of a famous 
person or event □ a monument to those who 
died in the war. -2. an old building that is an 
important part of the history of a country □ 
s tour of the city's historic monuments. 

monumental [.mtmja'mentl] adj -1. [building 

sculpture] very large. -2. [book, painting, influ¬ 

ence] very important. -3. a monumental mis¬ 
take/disaster etc a mistake/disaster etc that 
one thinks is very bad. 

moo [mu:] (pi moos) o k the sound that a 
cow makes, o vi [cow] to make a moo. 

-- owmcuuuy s reel- 
mgs at a particular time □ I’m not in the mood 

to hear his excuses. □ What is the mood of the 

public/voters? m to be in a (bad) mood to feel 
unhappy at a particular time and behave in 
an unfriendly way to other people □ What's 

put you in such a bad mood? m to be in a good 
mood to feel cheerful at a particular time □ 

ou seem to be in a good mood this morning. 

moody ['mu:di] {compar moodier, superl moodi- 
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est) adj -1. [person! who is depressed and un¬ 
friendly. -2. [person! whose moods change 
often. 

moon [mu:n] n -1. the moon the round mass 
of rock that moves around the Earth and 
can be seen in the sky at night □ man's first 
landing on the moon, m to be over the moon to 
be very happy about something that has 
happened (informal use) □ / was over the moon 
when I heard the news. -2. the moon as it ap¬ 
pears from the Earth at a particular time □ a 
half moon □ The moon was reflected in the wa¬ 
ter. ■ once in a blue moon very rarely (infor¬ 
mal use) □ They only come to visit us once in a 
blue moon. -3. a round mass of rock that 
moves regularly round a planet □ Jupiter has 
7 6 moons. 

moonbeam ['mu:nbi:in] « a ray of light from 
the moon. 

moonlight [’muinlait] {pt & pp moonlighted) 
o n light that comes from the moon at 
night, o vi to have a second job as well as 
one’s main job, usually without declaring it 
officially □ He's been moonlighting as a waiter. 

moonlighting ['mumlaitirj] « the practice of 
doing a second job as well as one’s main 
job, usually without declaring it officially, 

moonlit ['murnlit] adj [night, valley] that is lit by 
the moon. 

moonscape ['mumskeip] « a bare area of land 
that looks like the surface of the moon, 

moon shot n the launch of a spacecraft to 
the moon. 

moonstone ['muinstoon] n a clear bluish- 
white stone used in jewelry, 

moor [musr] o n a large area of countryside 
that is usually covered with grass or heather 
and is not used for farming because of the 
poor quality of the soil, o vt to attach <a 
boat, raft> etc to land, a pier, or to another 
vessel, using ropes □ The boat was moored to 
the river bank, o vi: We moored on the river 

bank. 

Moor [muar] n a member of a Muslim people 
from North Africa who ruled Spain from 
711 to 1492. 

Moore [muar], Henry (1898-1986) a British 
sculptor, well known for his smooth round¬ 
ed figures that often have holes in them, 

moorhen ['mu3rhen] n a black bird with a red 
beak that lives near water, 

moorings ['muarigz] npl the ropes, chains, and 
anchors used for mooring a boat, raft etc. 

Moorish ['muariJJ adj: see Moor □ Moorish archi¬ 

tecture. 
moorland ['muadand] « land that consists of 

moors. 
moose [mu:s] {pi moose) n a large North Amer¬ 

ican deer with flat horns, 

moot [mu:t] vt to be mooted GB [question, topic! 

to be suggested as a subject for discussion, 

moot point n something that people have 
different opinions about and so is likely to 

cause disagreement. 

mop [mop] (pt & pp mopped, cont mopping) 

o « -1. a long stick with pieces of string or 
sponge at the end, used for washing floors. 
-2. a mop (of hair) a thick untidy mass of 
hair, o vt -1. to wash <a floor> using a 
mop. -2. to mop one’s face/brow to wipe the 
sweat from one’s face/brow using a piece of 
cloth, especially a handkerchief or towel □ 
He mopped his forehead nervously. 

♦ mop up vt sep to mop sthg up [liquid, dirt! to 
remove sthg by moving a mop over it □ Look 
at that mess! I suppose I'll have to mop it up! 

mope [moup] vi to be unhappy and have no 
desire or energy to do things □ Don't just sit 
there moping. 

♦ mope about, mope around vi to move 
around in an unhappy mood, with no par¬ 
ticular purpose □ She just moped around in the 
house all day. 

moped ['mouped] ti a motorbike with a small 
engine and pedals. 

moral ['moral] o adj -1. a moral issue/principle 
etc an issue/principle etc connected with the 
question of what is right and wrong □ / be¬ 
lieve that this is a moral, not a political, question. 
-2. [person) who behaves in a way that soci¬ 
ety considers to be good and proper □ moral 
responsible citizens. -3. to give sb moral sup¬ 
port to show approval for what sb is doing 
and encourage, them to be brave, strong etc 
□ Will you come with me, just for moral support? 
On a lesson or message about how to be¬ 
have that is contained in a story □ The moral 
of this story is — never trust anybody! 

♦ morals npl people’s belief about what is 
right and wrong. 

morale [US ma'rael, GB -’ra:l] « the level of con¬ 
fidence and enthusiasm of a person or group 
of people at a particular time □ We need a 
win to boost our morale. □ Sales are down and 
morale is low. 

moralistic [.rrmrs'listik] adj [person, tone, atti¬ 

tude) that expresses strong moral views and 
judgments (disapproving use), 

morality [ma'raelati] {pi moralities) « -1. a set 
of ideas or beliefs about what is right and 
wrong □ standards of public morality. -2. [of be¬ 

havior, an action] the degree to which some¬ 
thing is right □ I'm not questioning the morality 

of what he did. 

moralize, -ise ['rrmralaiz] vi to say what one 
thinks is right and wrong, especially when it 
is not appropriate □ He is always moralizing 
about or on other people's behavior. 

morally ['morali] adv -1. morally wrong/accept¬ 
able etc wrong/acceptable etc according to 
principles of right and wrong. -2. [act, behave! 

in a way that is considered to be right and 
acceptable. 

Moral Majority « the Moral Majority a term 
referring to conservative right-wing forces in 

the USA. 

morass [ma'raes] n [of detail, paperwork] a com¬ 
plicated and confused mass of something. 

moratorium [.mDra'toiriam] {pi moratoria [-ris]) 
n an official agreement not to carry out a 
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particular activity for a fixed period (formal 
use) □ a moratorium on arms dealing. 

morbid ['morbid] adj [person] who is too inter¬ 
ested in death and unpleasant things; [fasci¬ 
nation, imagination] that shows too much in¬ 
terest in death and unpleasant things □ Stop 
it! Now you're getting morbid. □ What a morbid 
thought! 

more [mo:r] o adv -1. used to make the com¬ 
parative form of adjectives and adverbs □ 
The hotel was a lot more expensive than I expect¬ 
ed. □ He drove far more carefully after he'd had 
the accident. □ There are more places available on 
the course, a I was sure I had more money than 
that. -2. to argue/travel etc more to argue/ 
travel etc a greater amount than before □ 
People eat out in restaurants more than they used 
to. □ You'll have to practice more if you want to 
be a good tennis player. -3. to think/talk etc 
more to continue thinking/talking etc □ / feel 
we should discuss it some more before making a 
final decision. -4. once/twice more on one/two 
more occasions □ If you do that once more I'll 
get very angry I -5. phrases I'm more than hap¬ 
py to help I'm very willing to help □ If you 
need someone to read it, I'm more than happy to 
give my opinion, m we were more hurt than an¬ 
gry what is important is that we were hurt, 
not that we were angry □ It wasn't a serious 
crash — / think we were more shocked than any¬ 
thing else. ■ he's little more than a child he is 
only a child □ Look at her, she's little more than 
a baby. 

o det -1. more time/food/money a larger 
amount of time/food/money □ You have more 
patience than I do. □ People have more leisure 
nowadays. ■ more meals/cars/people a larger 
number of meals/cars/people □ There are 
more trains during the rush hour. □ More than 70 
people died in the earthquake. -2. more coffee/ 
work/potatoes an extra amount of coffee/ 
work/potatoes □ Help yourself to some more 
vegetables. □ / finished two more chapters today, 
o pron -1. he has more than me he has a 
larger amount than me □ We're spending 
more of our time on administration. -2. if you 
want to know more if you want extra infor¬ 
mation □ / can't take much more of this hot 
weather! -3. phrases (and) what's more used 
to add an extra piece of information □ / don't 
know who he is and what's more / don't care! • 
what more do you want? it seems to me you 
should be satisfied tvith what you have □ 
You have a nice home, a good job, a new car. 
What more do you want? 

♦ any more adv = anymore □ They are not cli¬ 
ents of ours any more. 

♦ more and more o adv -1. he got more and 
more angry/depressed etc his anger/depress¬ 
ion etc got greater as time passed. -2. more 
often □ I'm finding more and more that I have to 
check all his work, o det: More and more people 
are moving out of the city, o pron: We seem to 
spend more and more on taxi fares. 

♦ more or less adv -1. more or less finished/ 
true etc nearly finished/true etc but not to¬ 
tally □ She more or less suggested I had stolen 
it. -2. S500, more or less a little more or a lit¬ 

tle less than $500 □ It takes more or less an 
hour to get there. 

More [mo:r], Sir Thomas (1478-1535) an 
English politician and writer. He refused to 
recognize Henry VIII as head of the English 
Church, and was executed. He was made a 
saint by the Catholic Church, 

moreover [mair'ouva'] adv a word used to 
introduce an extra piece of information in 
support of what one is saying (formal use) □ 
The equipment is very expensive. Moreover, we 
have no guarantee that it will work. 

morgue [mo:rg] n a building where dead 
bodies are kept before they are buried, 

moribund ['moribAnd] adj [industry, business] 

that is no longer efficient or useful and is 
coming to an end. 

Mormon ['moi'man] n a member of a religious 
group, founded in the USA in 1830, whose 
beliefs are based on the writings of Joseph 
Smith. Mormons have a strict code of moral 
behavior and work as missionaries, 

morning ['mo:rnig] n -1. the hours of daylight 
before noon □ a morning meal/walk □ / worked 
all morning. □ I'm free on Friday morning. ■ in the 
morning every morning or most mornings; 
tomorrow morning □ They work in the morning 
and have a siesta in the afternoon. □ See you in 
the morning! -2. the hours between midnight 
and noon □ at three o'clock in the morning. 

♦ mornings adv us every morning or most 
mornings. 

morning-after pill « a pill that a woman can 
take up to 72 hours after having sex to pre¬ 
vent her from becoming pregnant, 

morning dress n formal clothes, usually in¬ 
cluding tails and a top hat, that are worn by 
men at daytime ceremonies, especially wed¬ 
dings. 

morning sickness « sickness that some 
women get in the mornings during the early 
part of a pregnancy. 

Moroccan [ma'rokan] n & adj: see Morocco. 

Morocco [ms'rDkou] a country in North Africa, 
on the Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
Ocean, size: 710,000 sq kms (including West¬ 
ern Sahara), population: 28,000,000 (Moroc¬ 
cans). capital: Rabat, language: Arabic, Ber¬ 
ber. currency: Moroccan dirham. 

moroni ['mourn] n a person that one thinks is 
stupid (informal use) □ What a bunch of morons! 

moronic [mo'romk] adj [expression, behavior] 
that one thinks is stupid. 

1 ““ iHciauii] wno seems Daa- 
tempered, unhappy, and does not say much 
□ He just stood there looking morose. 

morphine ['rno:rfj:n| „ a strong painkilling 
drug made from opium. 

morphing ['mo:H,r)] « the use of computer 
graphics to blend one image into another. 

Morris ['mnros], William (1834-1896) a Brit¬ 
ish craftsman and writer, who designed and 
made furniture and wallpaper. 

morris dancing ['moms-] „ a style of ttadi. 

tional English dancing done by a group of 
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people wearing white costumes with bells 
attached to them. 

Morse (code) l,mo:rs-] n an international code 
for sending messages in which letters are 
represented by dots and dashes and can be 
signaled as short and long sounds or flashes 
of light. 

morsel ['mo:rsl] tt a small piece or amount of 
something, especially food, 

mortal ['mo:rtl] o adj -1. [person, being] who 
will not live for ever. -2. [wound, blow] that 
results in somebody’s death. -3. mortal com¬ 
bat a fight between people who are trying 
to kill each other. -4. mortal fear/danger etc 
extreme fear/danger etc □ He lived in mortal 
fear of arrest. □ mortal enemies, o n an ordi¬ 
nary person who does not have an impor¬ 
tant position or special powers □ Are you go¬ 
ing to come and sit with us lesser mortals? 

mortality [mo:r'tastati] n -1. [of person] see mor¬ 
tal □ When he died I suddenly become conscious 
of my own mortality. -2. the number of people 
who die in a particular place or situation □ 
Infant mortality reached a peak in that year. 

mortality rate tt the rate at which people die. 

mortally ['moTtali] adv mortally wounded 
wounded so badly that one will die. ■ mor¬ 
tally afraid/offended extremely afraid/offend¬ 
ed. 

mortar ['mo:rt3r] tt -1. construction a mixture 
of cement, sand, and water that is put be¬ 
tween bricks to keep them attached to each 
other in a wall. -2. military an artillery gun 
with a short barrel that fires bombs high 
into the air over a short distance □ a mortar 
bomb. -3. [for crushing things] a bowl in which 
one crushes things, especially food, into 
small pieces or powder, 

mortarboard ['m3:rt3rbo:rd] n a black cap with 
a flat square top that is worn by university 
students and teachers on formal occasions, 
usually graduation ceremonies, 

mortgage L'mo:rgid3] o tt a sum of money 
that somebody borrows from a bank, 
usually to buy a house or a piece of land o 

mortgage repayments □ We have a $100,000 
mortgage on the house, o vt [house, land] to 
use <property> as a guarantee when bor¬ 
rowing money so that one will lose it if one 
fails to repay the money, 

mortgagee [,mo:rg3'd3i:] n a person who lends 
money to another person and will have the 
right to own that person’s property if they 
do not repay the loan, 

mortgagor [,mo:rg3'd33:r] « a person who bor¬ 
rows money from a mortgagee, 

mortician [moT'tiJ'n] n US a person whose job 
is to arrange funerals and prepare bodies for 

burial. 
mortified ['mo:rtafaid] adj to be mortified [per¬ 

son] to be ashamed, embarrassed, or shock¬ 
ed because of doing something wrong or 
stupid □ / can't believe I crashed his new car / 

was mortified! 

mortise lock ['moitos-] tt a lock that fits in a 
hole cut into the frame of a door. 

mortuary ['moiljirari] (pi mortuaries) n a 
building or part of a hospital where dead 
bodies are kept before they are buried, 

mosaic [mou'zeuk] n a picture or pattern 
made of many small pieces of colored glass 
or stone. 

Moscow [US 'maiskau, GB 'mDskou] the capital 
of Russia and its largest city, population: 
8,967,000. 

Moses ['mouzaz] in the Bible, the prophet 
who led the Jews out of Egypt, when God 
made a path across the Red Sea. He also re¬ 
ceived the Ten Commandments from God. 

Moslem ['mDztam] adj & « = Muslim, 

mosque [mosk] tt a building where Muslims 
worship. 

mosquito [ma'skhtou] (pi mosquitoes or mos¬ 
quitos) tt a small flying insect, the female of 
which bites people and sucks their blood. 
Mosquitoes can spread malaria, 

mosquito net tt a net that hangs over a bed 
or the entrance to a tent as a protection 
against mosquitoes. 

moss [rr)Ds] tt a plant with very small leaves 
that grows in a thick soft mass on stone, 
trees, or damp soil. 

mossy ['itidsi] (compar mossier, superl mossi¬ 
est) adj [steps, stone] covered in moss, 

most [moust] o det -1. most people/money/ 
food etc nearly all people/money/food etc n 
In most cases the police had to intervene. □ Most 
tourists here are Japanese. □ You can buy it at 
most good hardware stores. □ / like most modern 
furniture. -2. (the) most cars/votes etc the 
largest number of cars/votes etc. ■ (the) 
most money/food etc the largest amount of 
money/food etc □ The person with the most 
correct answers wins a prize, 
o prott -1. most of the people/money/food etc 
nearly all the people/money/food etc □ John 
drank most of the wine: I only had one glass. □ 
Most of my earnings go on food and rent. □ We 
spent most of the time playing cards and chatting. 
-2. (the) most the largest amount □ Of the 
three of us, Kate travels the most. □ / think that's 
the most we can hope to achieve. -3. phrase to 
make the most of sthg to get the most ben¬ 
efit for oneself from sthg □ It's a great oppor¬ 
tunity, so I intend to make the most of it. 
o adv -1. used to make the superlative of 
adjectives and adverbs □ The most interesting 
part of the job is dealing with clients. □ The mes¬ 
sage that came across most strongly was the 
need to involve parents. -2. to like/value/enjoy 
sthg most to like/value/enjoy sthg more 
than anything else a What I fear most is losing 
contact with the children. -3. most kind/inter¬ 
esting etc very kind/interesting etc (formal 
use) □ That was a most enjoyable meal. 

♦ at (the) most adv it will cost $400, at most 
$400 is the maximum amount it will cost, 

mostly ['moustli] adv in most cases; most of 
the time □ The applicants were mostly young 
women. □ We export a lot, mostly to Europe. □ 
Mostly I work at home. 

MOT (pt & pp MOT'd [,emou'ti:d], cont MOT'ing 
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[.emoo'tiurj]) (abbr of Ministry of Transport) 
o n in Britain, an annual technical and safe¬ 
ty examination of cars over three years old. 
It is illegal to drive a car that has not passed 
its MOT. o vi: I'll have to get the car MOT'd 
next week. 

motel [mou'tel] n a hotel that is usually basic 
and cheap and is used by people traveling 
by car, with parking spaces near each room, 

moth [mo0] « an insect like a butterfly that 
flies at night and is attracted to lights, 

mothball ['mD0bo:l] « a small ball of a chemi¬ 
cal substance with a strong smell that peo¬ 
ple put in their clothes to prevent moths 
from eating and damaging them, 

moth-eaten [-i:tn] adj [pullover, coat, sofa] that 
is old, untidy, and has holes in it. 

mother ['mAd3r] o « -l. the female parent of a 
person or animal □ She's a mother of three. □ 
You look like your mother. -2. a word used to 
address one’s mother □ Hello, mother, o vt to 
behave like a mother toward <sb> by being 
too kind and worrying too much about 
them. 

motherboard ['mAdarbo:rd] « the main printed 
circuit board in a computer, containing most 
of the components, to which expansion 
cards can be added. 

Mother Earth an imaginary person, used as a 
symbol for the Earth. 

Mother Goose US an imaginary person who 
is supposed to have written nursery rhymes, 

motherhood ['mAdarhud] « the state of being 
a mother. 

Mother Hubbard [JhAbard] a character in a 
nursery rhyme. She is a poor old woman 
whose food cupboard is empty. 

mother-in-law (pi mothers-in-law or mother- 
in-laws) n the mother of one’s husband or 
wife. 

motherland ['niAdalaend] « the country that 
one was bom in and feels attached to. 

motherless [Wd^las] adj [child] who has no 
mother. 

motherly [mAdadi] adj [woman] who is caring, 
warm, and kind. 

Mother Nature an imaginary person, used as 
a symbol for nature. 

mother-of-pearl rt a hard, shiny, pale sub¬ 
stance found inside the shells of some shell¬ 
fish, used in jewelry and ornaments □ a 
mother-of-pearl brooch/rlng. 

Mother's Day n a day when people give 
cards or flowers to their mother as a sign of 
love and appreciation. 

mother ship « a ship that provides supplies 
for smaller ships. 

mother superior n the nun in charge of a 
convent. 

Mother Teresa [-ta'riiza] (1910- ) a Catholic 
nun, well known for her work helping poor 
and sick people in India. 

mother-to-be {pi mothers-to-be) n a pregnant 
woman. 

mother tongue « the language that one 

learns first and, usually, that one speaks 
most. 

motif [mou'tiif] n -1. [on clothes, wallpaper] a 
single shape that is repeated to make a pat¬ 
tern. -2. [in music, literature] a theme that is 
repeated throughout a piece of work. 

motion ['moujn] o « -l. the process of mov¬ 
ing □ The motion of the boat made him feel sick, 
m to set sthg in motion [process, event] to 
cause sthg to start happening □ Once we 
have all the papers, we can set things in motion 
for the trial. -2. [of one's body] a gesture or 
movement made with a part of the body □ 
He made a motion as if to step back. • to go 
through the motions to do something with¬ 
out caring about it or being interested in it □ 
Since I gave in my notice I've just been going 
through the motions, really. -3. [in a debate, 
meeting] a proposal □ The motion today is "Nu¬ 
clear power: good or evil?" 

o vt to motion sb to do sthg to show sb that 
one wants them to do sthg by moving one’s 
hand, head etc □ He motioned me to take a 
seat. 

o vi to motion to sb to make a sign to sb, 
usually with one’s hand, telling them to do 
something. 

motionless ['moufntes] adj [person, vehicle] that 
is not moving at all □ She sat, motionless, star¬ 
ing at the photograph. 

motion picture n a movie made for the cine- 

motion sickness n sickness that is caused by 
traveling on a ship, plane etc. 

motivate ['moutaveit] vt -1. [act, decision] to be 
the reason for <sthg> □ He was motivated en¬ 
tirely by the desire for revenge. -2. [student, em¬ 
ployee] to give <sb> the desire or enthusi¬ 
asm to do something □ If you can motivate 
them to be interested, I'm sure they could do 
very well. 

motivated I’moutaveitad] adj [person, workforce] 
that has enthusiasm and is willing to try to 
achieve something □ Marianne's a highly moti¬ 
vated student. 

motivation [.mouta'veijn] « -1. the reason for 
doing something □ What was your motivation 
f°r having? -2. a feeling of enthusiasm and 
willingness to try to achieve something □ He 
lacks motivation. 

motive ['moutiv] n [for an action, crime] the rea¬ 
son somebody has for doing something □ Do 
the police know what the motive was? 

motley ['mmli] adj a motley collection/assort¬ 
ment many different kinds of people or 
things, usually considered to be unusual or 
of low quality. 

motocross ['moutoukros] n the sport of racing 
motorcycles over rough ground. 

i . J " a device m a venicie o 
machine, e.g. a lawnmower or electric razoi 
that changes electricity or fuel into move 
ment □ an electric motor, o adj a moto 
show/mechanic a show/mechanic for cars 
trucks etc □ the motor industry, o vi to trave 
by car (old-fashioned use). 
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motorbike ['moots'baik] n a motorcycle (infor¬ 
mal use). 

motorboat ['moot Thout] « a boat that is pow¬ 
ered by a motor. 

motorcade [‘moutsdceid] n a line of motor ve¬ 
hicles that are carrying or protecting impor¬ 
tant people during an official ceremony, 

motorcar ['mout3rka:r] n GB a car (formal use), 

motorcycle ['moutarsaikl] n a motor vehicle on 
two wheels like a type of bicycle, but heavi¬ 
er and with an engine. 

motorcyclist ['mout3rsaiktast] n a person who 
rides a motorcycle. 

motoring ['mootarig] GB o adj a motoring 
offence/magazine etc an offense/a magazine 
etc that is connected with motor vehicles or 
driving, o n travel by car (old-fashioned use), 

motorist ['moutsrast] tt a person who drives a 
car. 

motorized, -ised ['moutaraizd] adj -1. [troops, 
regiment] that is equipped with motor vehi¬ 
cles. -2. [vehicle, wheelchair] that has a motor, 

motor lodge « US a motel, 

motor racing tt the sport of racing cars, 

motor scooter « a motorcycle with small 
wheels that does not go very fast and is 
sometimes started using a pedal, 

motor vehicle tt a vehicle with an engine, 
used especially on roads (formal use). ■ the 
Department of Motor Vehicles the US agency 
responsible for license plates and drivers’ li¬ 
censes. 

motorway ['mout3rwei] a GB a wide road, 
usually with three lanes in each direction, 
on which cars, trucks etc can drive long dis¬ 
tances at high speeds □ a motorway accident. 

Motown fmoutaun] an informal name for De¬ 
troit, Michigan. 

mottled ['mDtld] adj [skin, leaf] that has small 
areas or spots of different shapes and colors 
□ He had a mottled complexion. 

motto ['niDtou] (pi mottos or mottoes) n a 
phrase used by a person or organization to 
express their main aim or beliefs □ the school 
motto □ Our motto is "Never give up." 

mould etc gb = mold etc. 

moult vf & vi GB = molt. 

mound [maund] « -1. a rounded pile of earth 
or stones; a very small hill. -2. [of papers, 
books] a large untidy pile □ She looked sadly at 
the mound of work awaiting her attention. 
-3. baseball the rounded pile of earth that 
the pitcher stands on in a game of baseball, 

mount [maont] o « -1. [for a photograph, jewel, 
medal] something that holds an object in a 
fixed position. -2. a horse, pony, or donkey 
that one can ride. -3. a word used as part of 
the name of a mountain □ Mount Ararat, 

o vt -1. to climb onto <a horse or bicycle> 
in order to ride it. -2. [male animal] to climb 
onto <a female animal> in order to breed. 
-3. [stairs, hill, ladder] to go up <sthg> (formal 
use). -4. [attack, campaign, challenge] to prepare 
and carry out <sthg> □ I/Ve're mounting an ex¬ 
hibition of Native American art. ■ to mount 

guard over sb/sthg to guard sb/sthg. -5. [tro¬ 
phy, jewel, component] to fix <sthg> in or on 
something that frames it and holds it in 
place □ Mount the photo on stiff cardboard, 
o vi -1. [sales, support, tension] to increase □ 
His debts were mounting rapidly. -2. [person] to 
climb onto a horse or bicycle. 

♦ mount up vi [work, debts, savings] to in¬ 
crease gradually □ I've been earning plenty of 
money, but the bills just keep mounting up. 

mountain ['maontsn] tt -1. a very large high 
hill □ the sport of mountain climbing □ a moun¬ 
tain village/road/goat. ■ to make a mountain out 
of a molehill to make a small problem or 
matter seem more important than it is. -2. a 
mountain of sthg a very large amount of sthg 
that is more than one can deal with □ I've 
got mountains of work to do. □ a mountain of 
letters/laundry/food. 

mountain bike tt a strong bicycle with sever¬ 
al gears and thick tires for riding over rough 
ground. 

mountaineer [,maont3'mar] ti a person who is 
trained in mountaineering, 

mountaineering [.maunts'marig] tt the sport of 
climbing mountains using special equip¬ 
ment. 

mountainous ['mauntanas] adj [region, country, 
terrain] that has a lot of mountains, 

mountain range n a long row of mountains, 

mountain rescue tt a service consisting of 
people and equipment that saves people 
who are injured while walking or climbing 
in hilly areas □ a mountain rescue team/ 
helicopter. 

mounted ['mauntad] adj [police, soldier] who 
rides a horse as part of their job. 

Mountie ['maunti] tt a member of the mount¬ 
ed police force in Canada (informal use), 

mourn [mo:rn] o vt to feel or show great sad¬ 
ness at the death of <sb>; to feel very sad 
about <sthg that has gone> □ The nation 
mourns his death, o They mourned the passing of 
their youth, o vi: He mourns for traditional 
values. □ We mustn't mourn over what is past. 

mourner ['ma:rnar] tt a person who goes to a 
funeral □ The mourners passed silently. 

mournful ['ma:rnfl] adj [occasion, expression, 
voice] that seems sad; [sound, music] that 
makes one feel sad. 

mourning ['mo:rmg] tt -1. a period of great 
sadness that people feel or show after the 
death of somebody □ a day of mourning. 
-2. clothes, usually black, that are worn to 
show one’s sadness at the death of some¬ 
body. ■ to be in mourning to behave or be 
dressed in a way that expresses one’s sad¬ 
ness at the death of somebody □ She was in 
mourning for her husband. 

mouse [maus] (pi mice) tt -1. a small white, 
brown, or gray animal that is covered in fur, 
has a long tail and a pointed nose, and is 
found in houses, fields etc. -2. computing a 
small device attached to a computer by a ca¬ 
ble that enables one to give instructions to 
the computer without using the keyboard, 
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by moving it across a flat surface or by 
pressing its buttons. 

mouse mat n a mat for placing a computer 
mouse on. 

mousetrap ['maustraep] n a device, worked by 
a spring, that catches and kills mice, 

moussaka [mu'scuka] n a Greek dish made 
with meat, eggplant, and cheese, 

mousse [mu:s] n -1. a light dish made from 
egg whites, cream, and flavorings that is 
usually eaten when it is cold □ a chocolate/ 
salmon mousse. -2. a white foamy substance 
used for fixing one’s hair in a particular po¬ 
sition or to make it seem thicker, 

moustache « GB = mustache, 

mouth [n mau0, p>! maodz, vt maud] o n -1. [of a 

person, animal] the space inside the head, be¬ 
hind the lips, where the teeth and tongue 
are; the part of the face where the lips are □ 
Breathe through your mouth. □ Don't eat with 
your mouth open. ■ to keep one's mouth shut 

to make sure that one does not talk about 
something that is secret (informal use) □ You'd 
better keep your mouth shut about this, or you'll 
be sorry. -2. [of a river] the place where a river 
joins the sea □ a river mouth. -3. [of a cave, tun¬ 

nel] the entrance of a cave or tunnel, 
o vt -1. to form <a word or words> with 
one's lips without making any sound □ "Hel¬ 
lo!" she mouthed silently. -2. [excuse, apology] 

to say <sthg> without really meaning it □ 
She appeared on the news, mouthing the usual 
explanations and regrets. 

mouthful ['mauGfl] n -1. [of food, drink] an 
amount of food or drink that one puts into 
one’s mouth, or that fills one’s mouth □ He 
took a mouthful — "This is good," he said. □ / 

can't believe she was smoking between mouth¬ 
fuls! -2. a word or phrase that is difficult to 
say, especially because it is long or in a for¬ 
eign language (informal and humorous use) □ 
Szymanowski? That's a bit of a mouthful! 

mouthorgan ['maoOo^gsn] n a small musical 
instrument that is moved from side to side 
across one s lips and blown or sucked to 
make a sound. 

mouthpiece l'mao0pi:s] n -1. [of a telephone] 
the part of the telephone that one speaks 
into. -2. [of an instrument] the part of a musi¬ 
cal instrument that one blows into. -3. [of a 
person, organization] a person, newspaper etc 
that is used by a person or organization to 
tell the public their opinions □ The newspaper 
is the party's official mouthpiece. 

mouth-to-mouth adj mouth-to-mouth resusci¬ 
tation a way of keeping somebody breathing 
by blowing air into their lungs with one’s 
mouth on their mouth, while holding their 
nose □ A paramedic gave the victim mouth-to- 
mouth resuscitation. 

mouth ulcer n a small, round, sore area of 
skin on the inside of the mouth. 

mouthwash ['mau0wD.n « a liquid used for 
cleaning one’s mouth and for making one’s 
breath smell fresh, and that one does not 
swallow □ Try gargling with mouthwash. 

mouth-watering [-woitarirfl adj [food, meal, 

snack] that looks or smells delicious; [smell, 

picture] that makes one want to eat the food 
that one can smell or see. 

movable ['muivabl] adj (parts, furniture] that can 
be moved □ The doll has movable arms and 
legs. 

move [mu:v] o vt -1. [object, vehicle, person] to 
change the position or place that <sb/sthg> 
is in □ Could you move your head out of the 
way, please, / can't see. o The company is mov¬ 
ing him to its head office in Hong Kong. -2. to 
move house/jobs etc to leave one’s house/ 
job etc and go to a new one □ We're moving 
offices next September. -3. [person] to cause 
<sb> to feel a strong emotion such as sad¬ 
ness or pity etc □ Her audience was moved to 
tears. □ / was deeply moved by what I saw. 
-4. [amendment, proposal] to suggest <sthg> 
formally in a meeting □ I move that Frances 
Barrat be appointed as treasurer. -5. to be or feel 
moved to do sthg to do sthg because one 
has strong feelings about it (formal use) □ He 
was moved to protest. 

o vi -1. to change position or place □ / called 
her name but she didn't move. □ The traffic 
hasn't moved for the past ten minutes. -2. to act 
□ We're going to have to move fast to win this 
contract. -3. to leave one’s old home, job, 
school etc and go to a new one □ They're 
moving to a smaller office in town. □ He's moving 
to the accounting department after Christmas. 

On -1. to make a move to make a physical 
movement □ It's getting late: shall we make a 
move? □ She made a sudden move toward the 
door. ■ to be on the move to be going from 
one place to another □ Her father worked for 
the UN so they were always on the move. ■ to 
get a move on to hurry (informal use) □ For 
goodness' sake, get a move on, we're late! 
-2. [from home] the act of leaving one’s old 
home, job, school etc to go to a new one □ 
We're still settling in after the move. -3. games 

the act of moving a piece from one square 
to another; any of the ways in which the 
rules of a game say this can be done □ It's 
your move. □ / can never remember the different 
moves in chess. -4. [in a situation] one of a se¬ 
ries of things that one does in order to deal 
with a situation □ Let's wait for them to make 
the first move. □ His first move will be to try and 
restore confidence. □ It's a good career move. 

♦ move about vi = move around. 

♦ move along o vi [crowd, passengers, specta¬ 

tors] to keep going further along a road, bus, 
train etc to avoid blocking the way □ Move 
along, please, and let the ambulance through! 
o vt sep> ■ to move sb along to tell sb to 
move away from a public place, e.g. because 
they are blocking the way □ The police tried 
to move the onlookers along. 

♦ move around vi -1. [person, animal] to make 
repeated small movements, especially be- 
cause one is bored or uncomfortable □ / 
could hear someone moving around in the next 
room -2. to travel from one place to another 
□ We moved around a lot because my Dad was 
in the army when I was young. 



685 MRCVS 

♦ move away vi [person] to go to live in a 
different place □ They moved away from the 
area after he lost his job. 

♦ move in o vi [person, couple, family] to start 
living in a new house, office etc □ There's a 
new tenant moving in upstairs, o vt sep [police, 
reinforcements, troops] to bring <sb/sthg> to a 
place in order to deal with a difficult situa¬ 
tion □ They're moving in the heavy artillery. 

♦ move off vi [bus, car] to start moving away 
slowly from a place □ The train moved off, 
leaving a crowd of reporters on the platform. 

♦ move on o vt sep to move sb on [drunk per¬ 
son, spectator] to cause sb to go away from a 
public place □ Police moved the demonstrators 
on. o vi -1. to leave a place or activity for 
somewhere or something new □ I/Ve spend a 
week in Venice, then move on to Rome. □ I've 
done three years in this job, and it's time to move 
on. -2. to stop talking about a particular sub¬ 
ject and start talking about something else □ 
Let’s move on rapidly to our next item. 

♦ move out vi -1. to leave one’s house and 
go and live somewhere else □ He moved out 
without paying the rent. -2. [troops, army] to 
leave a place □ UN forces are moving out of the 
capital. 

♦ move over vi to change position, especially 
to make room for somebody or something 
else □ Move over so that we can sit down too. 

moveable ['muivabl] adj = movable, 

movement [’muivmant] n -1. [of one's body] the 
action of changing one’s body from one po¬ 
sition to another □ The neighbors are back 
home, I heard movements upstairs this morning. 
□ Tight clothes make movement difficult. □ Don't 
make any sudden movements. □ He made a saw¬ 
ing movement with his hand. □ her graceful 
movements. -2. [in a place] the action of mov¬ 
ing or traveling from one place to another □ 
troop movement □ Our movement within the 
country is restricted by law. □ freedom of move¬ 
ment. -3. [of goods] the action of transporting 
goods from one place to another. -4. [in a 

situation] a development or change □ There is 
a movement towards community service instead 
of prison sentences for certain offenses. □ There 
has been little movement on the stock market 
share prices. -5. [of people, campaigners] a 
group of people who have the same beliefs, 
aims etc and who work together to per¬ 
suade other people that these aims and be¬ 
liefs are right □ the terrorist/women's/gay rights 
movement. -6. music one of the main sections 
of a long piece of classical music such as a 

symphony. 

movie ['mu:vi] n a story, report etc in the 
form of moving pictures, usually with 
sound, that is shown on television or at a 
movie theater □ Have you been to any good 
movies lately? □ a horror movie □ the movie 

screen. 

movie camera n a camera used for making 

movies. 

moviegoer ['mu:vigou3r] rt a person who often 

goes to the movie theater, 

movie star n an actor or actress who is well 

known and successful because of the 
movies they have made, 

movie theater « US a place where people go 
to watch movies. 

moving ['rmnvirj] adj -1. [tale, scene, photo] that 
makes one feel strong emotions, especially 
sadness and pity □ His performance/speech 
was very moving. -2. moving parts the parts of 
a machine that move when it is working □ 
‘Danger: deep water and moving machinery.' 

moving staircase n a staircase that moves 
and carries people to different levels in a 
large building, public area etc. 

mow [mou] (pt mowed, pp mowed or mown) vt 
-1. [lawn] to cut <an area of grass> using a 
lawnmower. -2. [corn, wheat] to cut <a crop> 
using a machine or a tool held in the hand; 
to cut the crops or grass in <a field>. 

♦ mow down vt sep to mow people down to 
injure or kill several people with a weapon 
or a car. 

mower ['mouad « = lawnmower. 

mown [moun] past participle of mow. 

Mozambique [,mouzaem'bi:k] a country in 
southeastern Africa, on the Indian Ocean, 
north of South Africa, size: 785,000 sq kms. 
population: 16,100,000 (Mozambicans). capi¬ 
tal: Maputo, language: Portuguese, curren¬ 
cy: metical. 

Mozart [ moutsa:rt], Wolfgang Amadeus (1756- 
1791) an Austrian composer, considered 
to be one of the greatest of all time. He 
wrote 41 symphonies, many piano concer¬ 
tos, and several operas, including The Mar¬ 

riage of Figaro and The Magic Flute. 

MP « -1. abhr of Member of Parliament. -2. 
ahbr of military police. -3. (abbr of Mounted 
Police) the official name for the Mounties. 

mpg (abbr of miles per gallon) a way of meas¬ 
uring the amount of fuel used by a motor 
vehicle. 

mph (abbr of miles per hour) a way of measur¬ 
ing the speed of a vehicle. 

MPhil [em'fil] (abbr of Master of Philosophy) n 

GB a postgraduate degree that is higher than 
a master’s degree and lower than a PhD; a 
person who has this degree. 

MPS (abbr of Member of the Pharmaceutical 
Society) n a member of the professional as¬ 
sociation for pharmacists in Britain. 

Mr ['mist3r] -1. a tide used to refer to a man □ 
Mr Jones □ Mr Richard Smith. -2. a word used 
to talk to men in certain official positions, 
and which comes before the title of their 
position □ Mr President □ Mr Chairman. 

MRC (abbr of Medical Research Council) n the 
British government department responsible 
for organizing and funding medical research. 

MRCP (abbr of Member of the Royal College of 
Physicians) n a member of a professional as¬ 
sociation for doctors in Britain. 

MRCS (abbr of Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons) « a member of a professional as¬ 
sociation for surgeons in Britain. 

MRCVS (abbr of Member of the Royal College 
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of Veterinary Surgeons) n a member of a pro¬ 
fessional association for veterinarians in 
Britain. 

Mrs ['misaz] a title for a married woman, 
usually followed by her husband's family 
name. Many people now prefer to use the 
title Ms in writing □ Mrs Jones □ Mr and Mrs 
Richard Smith □ Mrs Alice Baker. 

ms. abbr of manuscript. 

Ms [miz] a written title for a woman that 
does not state whether she is married or not 
□ Ms Jones □ Ms Clare Jones. 

MS o -1. abbr of manuscript. -2. abbr of Mis¬ 
sissippi. o n US = MSc. 

MS, ms n abbr of multiple sclerosis. 
MSA (abbr of Master of Science in Agriculture) 

« GB a postgraduate degree in agricultural 
science; a person who has this degree. 

MSB {abbr of most significant bit/byte) n com¬ 

puting the bit or byte that has the greatest 
value. 

MSc {abbr of Master of Science) n a postgradu¬ 
ate degree in science; a person who has this 
degree. 

MSF {abbr of Manufacturing Science and Fi¬ 
nance) n the MSF a large British labor union 
for engineering, science, and technology 
professionals. 

MSG n abbr of monosodium glutamate. 

Msgr abbr of Monsignor. 

MST {abbr of Mountain Standard Time) « the 
local time in the Rocky Mountain region of 
North America. 

MSW {abbr of Master of Social Work) n a post¬ 
graduate degree in social work; a person 
who has this degree. 

Mt abbr of mount. 

MT o n {abbr of machine translation) comput¬ 

ing a system that translates text and com¬ 
mands from one language to another, 
o abbr of Montana. 

much [mAtJ] {compar more, super! most) o adv 
-1. a lot □ Did it hurt much? m much better/ 
quicker a lot better/quicker (used with com¬ 
paratives) □ She's much more relaxed now 
she s had a break. □ It's much too cold to go 
out. m to be much admired/appreciated to be 
admired/ appreciated a lot (used with pas¬ 
sive forms of verbs) □ Her health is much im¬ 
proved. m so or very much a lot (used with 
verbs for emphasis) □ / very much hope you 
will come. □ Thank you so much for all your help. 
-2. we don t talk/go out much we don’t talk/ 
go out very often (used in negative sen¬ 
tences). -3. phrase much the same almost the 
same □ He looked much the same as before. 
<> det we don't have much time/money we 
have only a small amount of time/money 
(used in questions and negative sentences) □ 
How much fabric do you need for a skirt? □ It 
didn't do much good, m too much coffee/time 
too large an amount of coffee/time □ We've 
spent so much/too much money on it already, m 
he takes much pleasure/pride in it he takes 
great pleasure/pride in it (formal use). 

O protv. There is much we still have to learn. □ 

There's not much of a difference between them. 
□ I've had as much as I can standi □ You drink 
too much. □ How much did you pay for it? □ 
Much of the time she was preoccupied and sad. 
□ / haven't been much of a help to you, have I? m 
he's not much of a cook he’s not very good 
at cooking. ■ nothing much nothing interest¬ 
ing or important □ "What did you do last 
night?" — "Nothing much." ■ so much for- 
used when the speaker feels disappointed 
by something □ Well, so much for all his fancy 
ideas about living abroad! ■ I thought as much! I 
had already guessed this and so am not sur¬ 
prised □ "I need to borrow some money." — "/ 

thought as much!" ■ it's not up to much it’s 
not very good (informal use) □ This wine isn't 
up to much. 

♦ much as conj although □ Much as I like him, I 
wouldn't want to work with him. 

much-vaunted [-'vointad] adj a much-vaunted 
achievement/plan an achievement/a plan 
that people speak about in a proud way that 
is not necessarily justified. 

muck [mAk] n (informal use) -1. mud or dirt. 
-2. manure. 

♦ muck about, muck around gb (informal 
use) o vt sep to muck sb about or around to 
treat sb badly by changing plans that affect 
them or by not being honest with them 
□ Stop mucking me about! o vi to do silly or 
unimportant things when one should be 
working or concentrating or something □ 
She's been mucking about in the garage all day 
and hasn't done any work. 

♦ muck in vi GB to join in an activity in order 
to help (informal use) □ Here's the soap and 
some cleaning cloths — / suggest you all just 
muck in! 

♦ muck out vt sep to muck a stable/cowshed 
etc out to clean a stable/cowshed etc. 

♦ muck up vt sep (informal use) -1. to muck 
sthg up [exam, interview] to do sthg very bad¬ 
ly □ How did it go?" — "/ think I mucked up the 
final, question." -2. to muck sthg up [plan] to 
spoil sthg □ Well, that's mucked up our quiet 
weekend. 

muckraking ['mAkreikiri] n the practice of 
searching for and printing personal and un¬ 
pleasant information about well-known 
people (disapproving use). 

mucky 1'mAki] {compar muckier, superl mucki¬ 
est) adj [clothes, shoes, child] covered in dirt 
(informal use) □ Look at you, you're all mucky! 

- a .. „ ni^uiu uiuuucea in 
some parts of the body, e.g. the nose. 

mud [mAd] n a thick substance formed when 
earth mixes with water. 

muddle I'mAdl] o n -1. [of finances, clothes, list] 

a state of confusion; a mistake caused by 
confusion □ My papers are in a terrible muddle. 
ii here s been a muddle over the tickets. -2. to 
be m a muddle [person] to be in a confused 
state that is caused by trying to do some- 
thing complicated □ I've gotten into such a 
muddle with these accounts. □ pm ln a muddle 
about what they told me to do. o Vf -1 [papers 

finances] to put <sthg> into a state of dLr- 
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der □ Be careful not to muddle the pages. -2. 
[person] to make <sb> confused □ Now you've 
gone and muddled him. 

♦ muddle along vi to live one’s life without 
having any clear plan or purpose □ "How are 
things?" — "Oh, you know, we muddle along." 

♦ muddle through vi to succeed in doing 
something difficult, without having a clear 
plan or the knowledge of how to do it □ 
We'll just have to try to muddle through. 

♦ muddle up vt sep to muddle sthg up to mix 
up sthg accidentally □ / muddled up the cus¬ 
toms declarations with the tax returns. □ She al¬ 
ways muddles her grandsons' names up. 

muddy I'rnAdi] (compar muddier, superl muddi¬ 
est, pt & pp muddied) o adj -1. [floor, boots] 

that is covered in mud; [field, ditch] that con¬ 
tains mud. -2. [color] that is like the color of 
mud □ a dull muddy green, o vt [issue, situation, 

thinking] to make <sthg> difficult to under¬ 
stand. 

mudflap ['mAdflaep] n a piece of material, e.g. 
rubber, that hangs behind each wheel of a 
vehicle to stop mud from splashing upward, 

mudflat ['mAdflaet] tt an area of land that is 
covered by the sea when the water rises 
and where no plants grow, 

mudguard ['mAdgo:rd] n a curved piece of 
metal above the top and back of each bicy¬ 
cle wheel that stops mud from splashing up¬ 
ward. 

mudpack [‘mAdpsek] « a special type of mud 
that is put on the face to cleanse the skin, 

mudslinging ['mAdslirjirj] « the practice of 
criticizing people in public by saying un¬ 
pleasant and often untrue things about 
them. 

muesli ['mjuizli] « a mixture of different 
grains, nuts, and dried fruit, usually eaten 
for breakfast with milk or yogurt, 

muff [mAf] o « fur or other material sewn to 
form a tube which one puts one’s hands 
into to keep them warm, o vt (informal use) 
-1. to muff a catch to miss a catch. -2. to 
muff a chance to miss a chance, 

muffin ['mAfn] n -1. a small cake □ blueberry 
muffins. -2. a small, round, sweet bread roll 
that is eaten hot, usually with butter, 

muffle ['mAfl] vf [scream, voicel to make <a 
sound> less loud and clear, 

muffled 1'mAfld] adj -1. [sound, scream, voice] 

that is quiet and unclear □ / could hear a muf¬ 
fled conversation going on in the next room. 
-2. to be muffled (up) [person] to be wearing a 
lot of thick warm clothes, 

muffler ['mAfbr] n US a tube fitted to the ex¬ 
haust pipe of a motor vehicle to make it 

quieter. 

mug [mAg] {pt & pp mugged, cont mugging) 
On-1. a large cup with straight sides and a 
handle; the contents of this cup □ She hand¬ 
ed him a large mug of tea. -2. a face (informal 
use) □ I'm tired of looking at your ugly mug! o vt 
to attack <sb>, usually in the street, in order 
to steal their money, jewelry etc □ He won t 
go out late for fear of getting mugged. 

mugger ['rriAgsq n a person who has mugged 
somebody. 

mugging ['mAgiri] « the act of mugging some¬ 
body □ Mugging is on the increase. □ There's 
been a spate of muggings in the area. 

muggy 1'mAgi] (compar muggier, superl muggi¬ 
est) adj [weather, air] that feels unpleasantly 
warm, damp, and heavy, 

mugshot 1'mAgfnt] n a photograph taken by 
the police that shows the head and shoul¬ 
ders of somebody who has been charged 
with a crime (informal use). 

Muhammad [mou'haemsd] (570-632) the Arab 
prophet and founder of Islam, a religion 
based on the Koran which was revealed to 
him by God. 

mujaheddin [,mu:d33he'di:n] npl the mujahed¬ 
din fundamentalist Muslim armed forces, 

mulatto* [mjo'laetou] (pi mulattos or mulattoes) 
n a person who has one black and one white 
parent (offensive use). 

mule [mju:l] n an animal that is the young of 
a female horse and a male donkey, and is 
used to carry heavy loads, 

mull [mAl] ♦mull over vt sep to mull sthg over 
[question, problem, offer] to think about sthg 
for a long time □ This should give them some¬ 
thing to mull over. 

mullah ['mAh] n a Muslim teacher of law and 
religion. 

mulled wine [,mAld-] n wine, flavored with 
sugar and spices, that is served warm, 

mullet ['mAbt] (pi mullet or mullets) n a small 
sea fish that can be eaten, 

mulligatawny finiAbga'toini] « a soup contain¬ 
ing hot spices. 

mullioned ['mAljsnd] adj [window] that has thin 
pieces of wood, metal, or stone between 
each section of glass. 

multi- ['mAltr] prefix added to words to mean 
that something has or involves many things 
of a particular kind □ a multi-talented player. 

multiaccess ['mAltiakses] adj [computing, sys¬ 

tem] that allows several computer users to 
use one file or program at the same time, 

multicolored us, multicoloured gb [,mAlti- 
'kAbrd] adj that has many different colors, 

multicultural [.mAlti'kAltJrol] adj [society, educa¬ 

tion] that includes different customs, from 
people of different races, 

multifarious hmAlti'feariss] adj [activities, inter¬ 

ests] that are many or of many different 

kinds. 
multilateral hmAlti'laetaral] adj [disarmament, 

agreement, talks] that involves more than two 
countries or groups □ A multilateral trade em¬ 
bargo will take force immediately. 

multimedia [.rriAlti'mhdja] n -1. the use of dif¬ 
ferent media, e.g. television, slides, or com¬ 
puters. -2. computing a computer system or 
product that can show data in different 
forms, e.g. graphics, sound, and moving pic¬ 

tures. 

multimillionaire [,mAltimilja'ne3r] « a person 
who has several million dollars, pounds etc. 
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multinational f,mAltI'naejnol] o adj [company, 
corporation] that has offices, factories etc in 

many countries, o « a multinational compa¬ 

ny or corporation. 

multiple ['mAltspl] o adj -1. [ownership, colli¬ 

sion] that has many parts or uses, or in¬ 

volves many people □ a multiple pile-up. -2. 

multiple injuries/stab wounds many injuries/ 

stab wounds (formal use), o n math the re¬ 

sult when a particular number is multiplied 

by another number □ Multiples of 10 all end in 
0. 

multiple-choice adj [test, exam) that gives sev¬ 

eral possible answers, from which one must 

choose the correct answer, 

multiple sclerosis [-skta'rousas] « a very seri¬ 

ous disease that affects the nervous system, 

and in which one’s muscles gradually be¬ 

come weaker. 

multiplex I'mAltipleks] « a movie theater that 

has several rooms, each one with its own 
screen. 

multiplication [.mAltapta'keifn] n -1. math the 

method of multiplying two numbers togeth¬ 

er to produce a result. -2. [of problems, offi¬ 

cials, departments] a big increase in the num¬ 
ber or amount of something, 

multiplication sign n a symbol (X) between 

two numbers to show that they are to be 
multiplied together. 

multiplication table n a list of the multiplica¬ 

tions of numbers from one to twelve that 

children usually learn at school, 

multiplicity [.niAlta'plisati] n a multiplicity of 
things [of ideas, languages] a large number of 

things, especially different things, 

multiply ['mAltaplai] (ft & pp multiplied) o vt 
-1. math to add <a number> to itself a par¬ 

ticular number of times to produce a result 

□ What's the result if you multiply 3 by 4? □ 
Multiply the two figures together. -2. [difficulty, 

success, profits] to make <sthg> increase a 

lot. o vr -1. math Multiplying by 2, 5, and 10 is 
easy. -2. (difficulties, successes, profits] Inflation 
has multiplied since last year. -3. [animals, in¬ 

sects, bacteria] to increase in amount by 
breeding. 

multipurpose [,mAlti'p3:rp3s] adj a multipur¬ 
pose tool/device etc a tool/device etc that is 

designed so that it can be used in many dif¬ 
ferent ways. 

multiracial [.mAlti'rei/l] adj [society, school] that 

involves people of different races. 

multistory us, multistorey gb [.niAlti'stosn] 

o adj a multistory apartment building/parking 
garage etc a building/parking garage etc that 

has many floors at different levels, o n GB a 
multistory parking garage. 

multitasking [us .mAlti'tajskig, gb -ta:sk-] n 
computing the process of operating more 

than one computing program, application 
etc at the same time. 

multitude ['mAltat-iuid] n -1. a large number □ 
He gave me a multitude of reasons for not finish¬ 
ing the work on time. -2. a very large number 

of people (literary use). 

mum [mAm] (informal use) On GB mother □ Hi, 
mum! □ His mum's got a new job. o adj to keep 
mum to say nothing about something one 

knows about. 

mumble ['mAmbl] o vt [apology, word, response] 

to say <sthg> in a way that is not clear or 

easy to hear □ "I'm sorry," he mumbled, o vi: / 
can't hear you if you mumble. 

mumbo jumbo [,mAmbou'd3Ambou] « nonsense 

(disapproving and informal use), 

mummify ['mAmafai] (ft &t ff mummified) vt 
to preserve <a body> from decay by apply¬ 

ing special oils and wrapping it in pieces of 

cloth. 

mummy ['mAmi] (pi mummies) n -1. a dead 

body that has been mummified. -2. GB a 

word used especially by or to children to 

talk about or talk to their mother □ Can we 
go out to play, Mummy? 

mumps [mAmps] n an infectious illness that 

mainly affects children and causes painful 

swelling in the area beneath the ears, 

munch [mAntf] o vt [apple, burger] to eat 

<food> by chewing it, often noisily, o vi: 
He was munching away on a sandwich. 

mundane [mAn'dein] adj [life, task, event] that is 

ordinary and boring, especially because it is 

the same each day. 

mung bean ['mAij-] n a plant from eastern 

Asia that produces green beans and bean 

sprouts used in cooking. 

municipal [mju'msapl] adj [building, park, council] 

that is connected with the local government 

of a town or city □ municipal elections. 

municipality [mjo.niss'paelsti] (pi municipal¬ 
ities) h a town or city that has its own local 

government; the local government of a par¬ 
ticular town or city. 

munificent [mju'mfisant] adj very generous 
(formal use). 

munitions [mju'nifnz] npl military equipment 

for war such as ammunition and large 
weapons. 

mural ['mjosrsl] n a picture or design that is 
painted on a wall. 

murder ['marda'] o n -1. the act or crime of 

killing somebody deliberately and illegally □ 
They were found guilty of murder, m to get away 
with murder to keep doing something that is 

bad or wrong without being punished (infor¬ 

mal use) □ She's so easygoing — she lets her 
children get away with murder. -2. the death of 

somebody, caused by the crime of murder □ 
the violent murder of Mr Reed □ the murder 
weapon, o vt to deliberately and illegally kill 

<sb> □ He was murdered on his way home from 
work. 

murderer ['m3:rd3rar] n a person who has 

murdered somebody □ They never caught the 
murderer. 

murderess ['m3:rd3r3s] n a woman who has 
murdered somebody. 

murderous [’madams] adj [attack, person, inten¬ 
tions] that is likely to kill somebody. 

murky [’m3:rki] (compar murkier, superl murki- 
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est) adj -1. [night, street] that is dark and un¬ 
pleasant; [water, river, lake] that is unpleasant¬ 
ly dark and difficult to see through. -2. [past, 
secret] that is likely to hide some dishonest 
action. 

murmur ['mai'ms'] o n -1. [of traffic, sea, disap¬ 
proval] a very low continuous sound, often 

coming from a long way away □ the murmur 
of distant voices. -2. medicine a sound made 

by the heart that shows there may be some¬ 

thing wrong with it. o vr [agreement, approv¬ 
al] to say <sthg> very quietly □ "I love you," 
he murmured, o vi: He was murmuring in his 
sleep. 

MusB 1'mAzbi:], MusBac ['mAzbaek] (abbr of 
Bachelor of Music) « a music degree; a per¬ 

son who has this degree, 

muscle ['mAsl] n -1. a piece of tissue in the 

body that makes movement possible and 

connects bones together □ He had bulging 
muscles. □ leg/arm/stomach muscles. -2. the 

power that comes from having money or in¬ 

fluence □ financial/political muscle. 
♦ muscle in vi to become involved in an ac¬ 

tivity, market etc in which one is not want¬ 
ed, by being aggressive (disapproving use) □ 
They're trying to muscle in on our sales territory. 

muscleman fmAslmsen] (pi musclemen [-men]) 
n a man whose muscles are very developed 
because he does special exercises. 

Muscovite [’niAskavait] « a person who comes 
from or lives in Moscow, 

muscular ['mAskjabl adj -1. [spasm, pain, dis¬ 
ease] that is connected with muscles □ These 
exercises require great muscular strength. 
-2. [person, body] that has large muscles and 
looks strong □ He's very muscular. 

muscular dystrophy [-distrsfi] « a serious 
disease in which one’s muscles gradually be¬ 
come weaker, making it harder to move. 

MusD [’mAzdi:], MusDoc ['mAzdDk] (abbr of 
Doctor of Music) « a postgraduate music de¬ 
gree; a person who has this degree, 

muse [mju:z] o « an imaginary force that 
helps somebody to write music or poetry or 
to paint, o vi to think deeply about some¬ 
thing. 

museum [mjo'zusm] n a building, open to the 
public, where objects of historical, scientific, 
or artistic value are kept and displayed □ a 
museum of natural history/modern art. 

mush [mAf] n (informal use) -1. something, usu¬ 
ally food, that is soft and watery. -2. writing, 
music etc that is too full of exaggerated or in¬ 
sincere emotion. 

mushroom ['mAjru:m] on a fungus, usually 
with a thick short stem and a wider circular 
top part. Some mushrooms can be eaten 
and others are poisonous, o vi [membership, 
interest] to grow or develop very fast; 
[houses, stores] to spread across a wide area 
at a fast rate □ The village mushroomed into a 
town during the post-war boom. 

mushroom cloud n a large cloud of dust, in 
the shape of a mushroom, that rises high 
above the ground after a nuclear explosion. 

mushy ['mAfi] (compar mushier, superl mushi¬ 
est) adj (informal use) -1. [food] that is soft 
and has lost its shape. -2. [movie, music] that 
is too full of exaggerated or insincere emo¬ 
tion. 

music ['mjuizik] n -1. a pattern of usually 
pleasant sounds, made by one’s voice or a 
musical instrument □ a lovely piece of music □ 
classical/pop/dance music. -2. the art of making 
or writing music □ a music teacher/student/ 
lesson. -3. a set of symbols on a page, that 
represent different sounds and rhythms □ 
She can read music. 

musical ['mjuizikl] o adj -1. [evening, career, 
education] that is connected with music □ The 
Fourth of July concert is the musical event of the 
year. -2. [child, person] who enjoys music and 
is often skilled at playing an instrument. 
-3. [voice, sound, quality] that is pleasant be¬ 
cause it sounds like music, o n a play or 
movie that includes speaking, songs, and 
usually some dancing □ a Broadway musical. 

musical box n GB = music box. 

musical chairs « a game in which children 
keep running around a row of chairs while 
music is playing and try to sit down on a 
chair when the music stops, 

musical instrument n an object, e g. a flute, 
violin, or piano, that one uses to play music 
□ What musical Instruments can you play? 

music box us, musical box gb « a box con¬ 
taining a clockwork device that plays a tune 
when the lid of the box is lifted, 

music hall n -1. GB a theater where singers, 
dancers, comedians etc performed in the 
early part of the 20th century. -2. the type 
of entertainment performed in a music hall, 

musician [mju'zijn] n a person who plays a 
musical instrument well or writes music, 

music stand n a metal support for sheets of 
music that stands on the floor, 

musk [mAsk] « a substance with a strong 
sweet smell that is used to make perfume, 

musket [’mAskat] n a gun with a long barrel, 
used in the past. 

muskrat [Wskraet] n a rat with a flat tail that 
comes from North America, eats plants, fish, 
and small animals, and lives in a nest in or 
very near water. 

Muslim ['muzlam] o « a person who follows 
the religion of Islam, o adj: a Muslim country/ 
follower/philosopher. 

muslin ['mAzlan] « a very fine cotton cloth □ a 
muslin dress. 

musquash ['mAskwof] n -1. = muskrat. -2. the 
valuable fur of the muskrat, 

muss [mAs] vt to muss sthg (up) US [clothes, 
hair] to make sthg untidy, 

mussel ['mAsl] n a small sea creature that lives 
in a black shell and can be cooked and eat¬ 

en. 

Mussolini [.musa'lhni], Benito (1883-1945) an 
Italian fascist dictator. He invaded Abyssinia 
and Albania, and joined World War II on 
the side of Germany. 
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must [mAst] o modal vb -1. I must get there 
early it is important or necessary that I get 
there early □ She must pass these exams if she 
wants to get into college. □ / must remember to 
buy my plane ticket. □ Must you go now? ■ you 
must not tell anybody it is important or nec¬ 
essary that you do not tell anybody □ Chil¬ 
dren must not be allowed to touch the displays. 
-2. I must pay my phone bill I intend to pay 
my phone bill □ "Have you heard from Joe?" 
— "No, I must give him a call sometime." -3. 

you must come to dinner I suggest that you 
come to dinner □ You must go and see that 
new play on Broadway. -4. she must be pleased 
it is very likely that she is pleased. ■ they 
must have known about it it is very likely 
that they knew about it □ They must have got 
the results by now. -5. I must admit/say... a 

phrase used to introduce one’s opinion about 
something □ It's not a color I would have cho¬ 
sen, I must admit. 
o n it's a must it is important that you do, 
see, read, wear etc this (informal use) □ His 
new novel is a must for fans of science fiction. 

mustache ['mAstaef] us, moustache [ms staij-] 
GB n hair that grows above a man’s upper 
lip □ He had a large, bushy mustache. □ Are you 
growing a mustache? 

mustard ['mAst3rd] n a very hot paste that is 
eaten with food, especially meat, is yellow 
or brown in color, and is made from a small 
plant with yellow flowers □ mustard powder. 
■ mustard and cress GB very young plants 
grown from the seeds of white mustard and 
garden cress, eaten in salads. 

mustard gas n a very poisonous gas or liquid 
used in chemical weapons. 

muster ['mAst3r] o vt -1. [strength, energy, sup¬ 

port] to find as much of <sthg> as possible □ 
They sent around a petition but couldn't muster 
more than a dozen signatures. -2. to gather 
<soldiers, volunteers> etc together in one 
place for a particular purpose, o vi [soldiers, 

volunteers] The army mustered on the outskirts of 
the town. 

♦ muster up vt fus to muster up strength/ 
support etc to muster strength/support etc □ 
I'm trying to muster up the courage to tell him. 

mustn't ['mAsnt] = must not. 

must've ['mAstav] = must have. 

musty f'mAsti] (compar mustier, superl musti¬ 
est) adj [room, book] that smells old, dusty, 
and damp as if it has not been used for a 
long time. 

mutant ['mjuitnt] o n an animal or plant that 
is physically different from the rest of its 
species because of a genetic change, o adj: a 

mutant apple tree/fly/virus. 

mutate [US 'mjuiteit, GB mjo'teii] vi [animal, 

plant! to become a mutant □ This tree has mu¬ 
tated into a form that is resistant to the disease. 

mutation [mjo'teijn] « the process of change 
in the genetic structure of cells, affecting 
part or all of a living creature; the result of 
this process □ The new and more resistant 
strain is a genetic mutation. 

mute [mju:t] o adj [admiration, protest, disap¬ 

proval] that somebody expresses without 
saying anything □ He looked at her in mute dis¬ 
belief. o n -1. a person who is unable to 
speak. -2. a device that one fits onto a musi¬ 
cal instrument in order to make it sound 
quieter, o vt to make <a sound> quieter. 

muted ['mjuitad] adj -1. [color, decor] that is 
not bright; [noise, sound, voice] that is softer 
than usual. -2. [reaction, criticism] that is not 
very strong □ The plan was received with muted 
enthusiasm. □ Criticism of the guidelines has so 
far been muted. 

mutilate ['mjuitleit] vt -1. [person, animal] to 
damage the body of <a person or animal> 
in a violent attack, often removing part of it 
□ The body had been mutilated beyond recogni¬ 
tion. -2. [book, story] to ruin <sthg> complete¬ 

r- 
mutilation [.mjuitl'eijh] n: see mutilate □ Cap¬ 

tured prisoners suffered death and mutilation. 

mutineer [,mju:tn'i3r] ti a person who takes 
part in a mutiny. 

mutinous ['mjurtsnss] adj [sailor, soldier] who 
disobeys somebody in authority, often using 
violence to do so. 

mutiny ['mjuitsni] {pi mutinies, pt & pp muti¬ 
nied) o n [by sailors, soldiers] the act of taking 
control of something by force from the per¬ 
son in authority. O vi [sailors, soldiers] to car¬ 
ry out a mutiny. 

mutt [mAt] n (informal use) -1. a fool. -2. a dog 
that is a mixture of breeds. 

mutter ['mAt3r] o vt [words, threat, excuse] to 
say <sthg> quietly, usually when one is an¬ 
gry and does not want to be heard □ "It's all 
right for you to complain," he muttered, o vi: 
The old man sat in the corner muttering (away) to 
himself. 

muttering I'mAtarir)] « -1. a muttered remark 
□ mutterings of discontent. -2. the sound made 
by people who are muttering □ A lot of low 
muttering could be heard coming from the other 
room. 

mutton ['mAtn] n meat from an adult sheep □ 
a leg/shoulder of mutton. ■ mutton dressed as 
lamb GB a phrase used to describe am older 
person, especially a woman, who wears 
clothes that are more suitable for a younger 
person (disapproving use). 

mutual ['mjuitjual] adj -1. [dislike, respect] that 
two people feel equally for each other; [help, 

assistance] that two people give to each oth¬ 
er equally □ "/ wish I'd never met you!" — 

The feeling s mutual." -2. a mutual friend/ 
interest a friend/interest that two or more 
people share □ / believe we have a mutual ac¬ 
quaintance, Bill Jones. □ This contract is to our 
mutual benefit. 

mutual fund n US an investment company 
that sells shares in various other companies. 

mutually [ mjuitj’uah] adv mutually conven¬ 
ient/acceptable etc equally convenient/accept- 
able etc to both sides □ The agreement was 
mutually beneficial to both parties concerned. ■ 
mutually exclusive a phrase used about two 
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principles, two beliefs etc meaning that if 
one of them is true or exists it is impossible 
for the other one to be true or exist □ The 
two options are not mutually exclusive. 

Muzak™ ['mjuizaek] « recorded music that is 
played in stores, restaurants, airports etc. 

muzzle ['mAzl] o n -1. [of a dog] the nose and 
mouth of an animal such as a dog. -2. [for 
controlling a dog] a covering that goes over 
the nose and mouth of an animal, usually a 
dog, to prevent it from biting people. -3. [of 
a gun] the long front part of a gun. o vt 
-1. [dog, wolf] to put a muzzle on <an ani¬ 
mal;*. -2. [press, opposition] to use one’s pow¬ 
er to stop <sb> from expressing opinions in 
public. 

muzzy [’mAzi] (compar muzzier, superl muzzi¬ 
est) adj GB [head, memory] that is unclear or 
confused because of illness or drinking too 
much alcohol. 

MVP (abbr of most valuable player) n US sport 
an honorary title given to the best player on 
a team. 

MW abbr of medium wave. 

my [mai] o det -1. used to show that some¬ 
body or something is connected to, or be¬ 
longs to, the person who is speaking or 
writing □ My name is Sarah Green. □ Is that my 
coat or yours? □ / broke my leg. □ It wasn't my 
fault! -2. used in titles □ Yes, my Lord. -3. 
used with terms of affection □ What is it, my 
love? o excl used to show surprise (old-fash¬ 
ioned use) □ My, you have changed! 

Myanmar ['mjaenma:r] a country in Southeast 
Asia, between Bangladesh and Thailand. 
size: 678,000 sq kms. population: 43,500,000 
(Myanmarese, Burmese), capital: Yangon, lan¬ 
guage: Burmese, currency: kyat, old name: 
Burma. 

mynah (bird) ['maina(-)] n a large bird from 
Asia that is often kept as a pet, especially 
because it can learn to repeat words and 
phrases. 

myopic [mai'opik] adj [person] who cannot see 
clearly objects that are far away. 

myriad ['miriad] o n a myriad of people/things 
a large number of people/things (formal use) 
□ They watched myriads of birds flying south, 
o adj: myriad stars/flies. 

myrrh [m3:r] n a brown substance that comes 
from a tree and is used to make perfume 
and incense. 

myrtle ['m3:rtl] n a small evergreen tree that 
grows in tropical areas, has glossy leaves 
and flowers with a sweet smell, and is used 
for its wood, oils, spices, and fruits. 

myself [mai'self] pron -1. used when the ob¬ 
ject of a verb is the same person as the 
speaker or writer □ / made myself comfortable. 
□ / blame myself for what happened. -2. used 
after prepositions □ / was annoyed with myself 
for being late. □ / looked at myself in the mirror. 
-3. used to emphasize “I” □ / myself never re¬ 
ally liked him, though the rest of the family did. ■ 
I did it myself I did it alone, with no help 

mythical 

from anybody else □ "Those bookshelves are 
nice.” — "/ put them up myself." 

mysterious [mi'stiariss] adj -1. [illness, disap¬ 

pearance, sound] that cannot easily be ex¬ 
plained or understood; [person, custom] that 
one knows little about and finds interesting 
□ She left in mysterious circumstances. □ / admit 
he does have a mysterious side. -2. to be mys¬ 
terious [person] to prevent people from know¬ 
ing what one is thinking or doing by not 
saying much about it, often making them 
curious □ He was being very mysterious about 
his plans for the weekend. 

mysteriously [mi'stiariasli] adv [change, dis¬ 

appear] in a way that is not easily explained 
or understood; [smile, say] in a way that 
gives little information and makes people 
curious. 

mystery [’mistori] (pi mysteries) o adj a mys¬ 
tery guest/prize etc a guest/prize etc that lit¬ 
tle or nothing is known about yet. o n 
-1. something that one cannot understand 
or explain □ The strange mystery of her disap¬ 
pearance/death/illness baffled everyone. □ It's a 
complete mystery to me! -2. the qualities of 
something that one cannot explain or 
understand and that make it seem strange 
or interesting □ the mystery of life/love □ The 
whole affair is surrounded by mystery. 

mystery story n an exciting story, usually 
about a murder. 

mystery tour n a tour, especially by bus, on 
which the passengers do not know where 
they will be going. 

mystic ['mistik] o adj [power, rite, beauty] see 
mysticism, o « a person who practices or 
believes in mysticism. 

mystical [’mistikl] adj [experience, ceremony] 

that involves spiritual or unknown forces, 

mysticism ['mistasizm] n the practice of 
achieving direct contact with God, or anoth¬ 
er spiritual or unknown force, through med¬ 
itation or prayer, in order to discover truth 
and knowledge. 

mystified ['mistafaid] adj [look, expression] that 
shows that one is confused by something 
that is difficult to understand; [person] who 
is unable to understand or explain some¬ 
thing □ The detective was completely mystified 
by the case. 

mystifying ['mistafanrj] adj [action, result] that 
is impossible to understand or explain, 

mystique [mi'stkk] n the mysterious quality 
that a person or activity has that makes 
them attractive to people □ the mystique of 
ancient Egypt/Greta Garbo. 

myth [mi0] n -1. a story in which a historical 
event or the origin of a belief is explained □ 
ancient/Greek myths and legends. -2. a false be¬ 
lief, piece of information etc that many peo¬ 
ple think is correct □ the myth of white su¬ 
premacy. 

mythic ['miGik] adj [strength, adventure] that is 
like something in a myth, 

mythical ['miGikl] adj -1. [character, tale, hero] 

that is connected with a myth □ The stories 
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are full of mythical beings. -2. that many peo¬ 
ple think exists or is correct but is false in 
reality □ The media spoke of the mythical drop in 
unemployment and the end of the recession. 

mythological [.miGa'lDdsikl] adj [character, king, 

creature] that exists in mythology, 

mythology [mi'Qobd3i] {pi mythologies) n -1. 
myths in general □ Roman/Celtic/Greek mythol¬ 
ogy. -2. a set of false beliefs □ A whole mythol¬ 
ogy has grown up around the l/l/esf's destiny in 
the world. 

myxomatosis [.miksams'tousas] n a disease 
that can kill rabbits. 

n [en] {pi n's or ns), N [en] {pi N's or Ns) n the 
fourteenth letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ INI abbr of north. 

n/a, N/A {abbr of not applicable) a phrase used 
by somebody filling in a form to show that 
a particular part of the form does not con¬ 
cern them. 

NA {abbr of Narcotics Anonymous) n a US or¬ 
ganization of people who try to help each 
other to overcome their drug problems. 

NAACP {abbr of National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) n the NAACP 
a US organization that aims to defend and 
improve the rights of African Americans. 

nab [naeb] {pt & pp nabbed, cont nabbing) vt (in¬ 
formal use) -1. [thief, robber] to catch <a crimi¬ 
nal □ He was nabbed before he could make his 
getaway. -2. [person] to approach <sb> and 
get their attention in order to ask or say 
something; [tickets, seat) to get <sthg> quick¬ 
ly while one has the opportunity □ I nabbed 
her as she was leaving the office. □ I'll nab a copy 
if I can. 

nachos [’naitjouz] npl a Mexican dish made 
from spicy com chips served with melted 
cheese. 

nadir ['neidi3r] n -1. [of somebody's career, popu¬ 

larity] the lowest point of something □ The 
President seems to have reached the nadir of his 
political career. -2. astronomy the point in the 
sky that is directly below where one is, on 
the other side of the Earth. 

NAFTA [ naefts] {abbr of North American Free 
Trade Agreement) n an agreement between 
the USA, Canada, and Mexico, signed in 
1989, to allow goods to be sold and trans¬ 
ported between the three countries more 
easily. 

nag [naeg] {pt & pp nagged, cont nagging) o vt 
to annoy <sb> by continuously complaining 
or by dying to make them do something 
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they do not want to do □ He's always nagging 
me to buy a new car. □ In the end, I just nagged 
her into going, o vi -1. [person] to nag some¬ 
body □ Oh, stop naggingI -2. to nag at sb [sus¬ 

picion, conscience] to worry sb continuously 
even though there may be no real reason to 
worry □ Something had been nagging at me all 
day. o n (informal use) -1. a person who nags. 
-2. an old horse. 

Nagasaki [.naega'scnki] a city in southwest Ja¬ 
pan, where the second atomic bomb was 
dropped in 1945. 

nagging ['naegir)] adj -1. a nagging fear/pain 
etc a fear/pain etc that may not be very seri¬ 
ous but that is difficult for one to stop feel¬ 
ing □ / had a nagging feeling that something was 
wrong. -2. [husband, wifel who nags all the 
time. 

nail [neil] o n -1. a piece of metal with a 
small, usually round, flat head and a long, 
thin, pointed end that is used to join things 
together, or to hang things from. ■ to hit the 
nail on the head to say something that is ex¬ 
actly right or that correctly explains some¬ 
thing. -2. the thin, hard, flat area that grows 
over the end of each of one’s fingers and 
toes □ I'm painting/cutting my nails, o vt to nail 
sthg to sthg to attach sthg to sthg using a 
nail □ The notice had been nailed to the door for 
all to see. 

♦ nail down vt sep -1. to nail sthg down [lid, 

carpet] to nail sthg firmly to something 
underneath. -2. to nail sb down to make sb 
agree to do something; to make sb say ex- 
acdy what they are planning to do □ It's very 
difficult to nail her down to a particular time, she's 
always so busy. □ Keep trying to nail them down 
on what kind of offer they'd be interested in. 

♦ nail up vt sep to nail sthg up [picture, notice] 

to nail sthg to a wall, door etc; [window, 

door] to prevent sthg from being opened by 
nailing pieces of wood across it. 

nail-biting adj a nail-biting contest/ending a 
contest/ending that makes one feel very 
nervous or excited because one does not 
know how it will end □ The game came to a 
nail-biting finish. 

nailbrush ['neilbrAj] n a small stiff brush used 
to clean one’s fingernails. 

nail clippers n a small instrument for cutting 
nails that consists of two short blades and a 
flat metal piece that squeezes them together 
□ a pair of nail clippers. 

nail file n a small rough piece of metal or 
cardboard used for making the ends of one’s 
fingernails and toenails smooth and well 
shaped. 

nail polish n a thick liquid, usually colored 
red or pink, that women paint on their 
fingernails and toenails to decorate them. 

nail polish remover [-rimu:var] n a liquid used 
to remove nail polish. 

nail scissors npl small scissors, often with 
curved blades, that are used for cutting 
one s fingernails and toenails □ a pair of nail 
scissors. 
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nail varnish n GB = nail polish, 

naive, naive [nai'iiv] adj [person] who does not 
have very much experience of life and so 
believes that people and things are as hon¬ 
est or simple as they appear; [idea, remark, 

behavior] that is too simple and has not been 
properly thought about □ / was so naive at the 
time, I just didn't realize what I was letting myself 
in for. □ It's very naive to think they're not going 
to want some money for it. 

naivety, naivety [nai'iivati] tv. see naive □ / 
can't believe your naivety sometimes! 

naked ['neikad] adj -1. [person] who is wearing 
no clothes; [body, skin] that is not covered by 
any clothing □ He stood naked in the middle of 
the room. -2. a naked flame/light etc a flame/ 
light etc that has no covering or protection 
around it. ■ to see sthg with the naked eye to 
see sthg without the help of an instrument 
such as a microscope or telescope □ These or¬ 
ganisms are invisible to the naked eye. -3. naked 
greed/aggression etc greed/aggression etc that 
is not hidden or disguised □ For the first time 
we were faced with the naked truth. 

Nam [naem] tt US abbr of Vietnam (informal use), 

name [neim] o n -1. [of a person, place] the 
word or words that a particular person, 
place, animal, or object is known by □ 
What's your name? □ My name's Jane Roberts. □ 
The article referred to them by name. ■ by the 
name of... whose name is... □ Is there anyone 
here by the name of John Baker? ■ in the name 
of sthg in order to support or defend sthg □ 
It was done in the name of peace/progress/ 
justice. ■ in sb's name a phrase used to mean 
that something has been ordered, reserved 
etc using the name of a particular person, 
usually so that it belongs to them, or is for 
their use □ The car is registered in my name 
only. □ The ticket was issued in my boyfriend's 
name. ■ in name only a phrase used to show 
that somebody or something has a particular 
name or title, but none of the responsibil¬ 
ities, qualities, duties etc that are connected 
with it □ The company exists in name only. □ 
Gorbachev ruled the country in name only after 
the attempted coup. ■ to call sb names to say 
unpleasant things about sb’s character or 
physical appearance □ He called her some hor¬ 
rible names. -2. a good/bad name the good/ 
bad opinion that people have of somebody 
or something because of what is known or 
said about them □ He sold his story to the 
press in order to clear his name. □ The rudeness 
of the staff has given the restaurant a bad name, 
m to make a name for oneself to become fa¬ 
mous, usually for doing something well and 
as a result of hard work □ She quickly made a 
name for herself in politics/as a top saleswoman. -3. 

a famous person □ All the big/famous names were 
at the party □ He's a big name in the art world, 
o vt -1. to give <sb/sthg> a name □ Have 
they named the baby yet? ■ to name sb/sthg for 
sb/sthg US, to name sb/sthg after sb/sthg to 
give sb/sthg the same name as sb/sthg else 
□ They named the child for her great-aunt Cecily. 
□ The species was named after the scientist who 
discovered it. -2. [victim, source] to say what 

the name of <sb/sthg> is □ She said one of 
her colleagues had insulted her, but did not name 
them. □ Who can name three presidents of the 
United States/all the colors of the rainbow? -3. 
[price, successor, date] to choose <sb/sthg>, 
especially for an official position and tell 
other people about it □ Have you named the 
(wedding) day yet? □ The new chairman will be 
named tomorrow. □ Marcia Willis has been 
named (as) marketing director. 

♦ Name n a person who makes money by 
guaranteeing insurance risks at Lloyd’s of 
London. In the early 1990s there were many 
large insurance claims, and some of the 
Names lost a lot of their money, 

namedropping ['neimdropiri] n the act of 
mentioning the names of famous people in 
conversation in order to impress other peo¬ 
ple. 

nameless ['neimlas] adj -1. who shall remain 
nameless a phrase used to refer to some¬ 
body who has done something wrong with¬ 
out saying what their name is □ One candi¬ 
date, who shall remain nameless, tried to cheat. 
-2. a nameless author/poet etc an author/a 
poet etc whose name is not known. -3. [fear, 

horror, crime] that is too difficult or unpleas¬ 
ant to describe. 

namely ['neimli] adv a word used to introduce 
more exact information about something 
that has just been mentioned □ There's one 
thing we haven't discussed, namely money. 

nameplate ['neimpleit] « a small metal or 
plastic sign fixed to a door or wall that gives 
the name and often the business of the per¬ 
son or organization living or working in the 
place where it is. 

namesake ['neimseik] « sb's namesake a per¬ 
son, especially a more famous person, who 
has the same name as sb. 

Namibia [na'mibia] a country in southwestern 
Africa, on the Atlantic Ocean between An¬ 
gola and South Africa. Namibia won its in¬ 
dependence from South Africa in 1990. size: 

825,000 sq kms. population: 1,500,000 (Na¬ 
mibians). capital: Windhoek, language: Eng¬ 
lish. currency: Namibian dollar, 

nana ['nasna] n a word used to refer to or ad¬ 
dress one’s grandmother (informal use), 

nan bread ['na:n-] n a thick, flat, Indian bread, 

nanny ['naem] (pi nannies) n a woman whose 
job is to take care of the children in a family 
in their own home, 

nanny goat n a female goat. 

Nantucket [nsen'tAkat] a US island off the 
coast of Massachusetts. It is a popular sum¬ 
mer resort, population: 5,000. 

nap [naep] (pt & pp napped, cont napping) o « a 
short sleep during the day □ I think I'll just 
take a quick nap. □ / really miss my afternoon 
nap. o vi to have a nap. ■ to be caught nap¬ 
ping to be totally surprised when something 
happens, even though one should have been 
expecting it and ready to deal with it (infor¬ 
mal use) a We must at all costs avoid being 
caught napping by our foreign competitors. 
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napalm ['neipcum] « a thick jelly made from 
petroleum that bums very strongly and is 
used to make bombs □ a napalm bomb. 

nape [neip] n the nape (of one's neck) the back 
of one’s neck. 

napkin ['naspkan] n a square of paper or cloth 
used at mealtimes to protect one’s clothes 
and to clean one’s hands and mouth □ a 
paper/linen napkin. 

Napoleon [ns'poolian]: Napoleon (Bonaparte) 
(1769-1821) a French military and political 
leader who became emperor. He was de¬ 
feated by British and Prussian forces at Wa¬ 
terloo. 

nappy f'naepi] (pi nappies) n GB a piece of ma¬ 
terial, e.g. cloth or paper, that is wrapped 
around the waist and between the legs of a 
baby to collect urine and feces, 

narcissi [na:r'sisai] plural of narcissus, 

narcissism ['na:rsisizm] « the habit of admir¬ 
ing oneself or one’s appearance too much, 

narcissistic [,na:rsa'sistik] adj [person] who 
shows too much admiration for themselves 
or their appearance. 

narcissus [na:r'sis3s] {pi narcissuses or narcissi) 
n a white or yellow flower that blooms in 
spring, similar to the daffodil. 

Narcissus [naGsisas] in Greek mythology, a 
beautiful young man who fell in love with 
his own reflection in a pond and was 
changed into a flower. 

narcotic [na:r'kDtik] n any addictive drug, e.g. 
opium, morphine, or heroin, that is used by 
doctors to help people to sleep and relieve 
pain, and that is illegal to buy or sell for rec¬ 
reational use □ a narcotics dealer/smuggler. 

narrate [US 'naereit, GB na'reit] vt to describe 
what is happening in <a story, movie, docu- 
mentary> etc □ The novel is narrated by the 
hero. 

narration [US nae'reifn, GB na-] n [of a story, 

movie, documentary] see narrate, 

narrative ['naerativ] o « [of an experience, jour¬ 

ney] a story or account of a series of events 
□ The narrative is difficult to follow o adj: a nar¬ 
rative poem □ the writer's narrative skill. 

narrator [US 'naereitr, GB na'reita] n a person 
who describes what is happening in a book, 
movie etc, and who seems to speak directly 
to the reader, viewer, or listener. 

narrow ['nasrou] o adj -1. [lane, gap, bed] that 
is small from one side to the other, especial¬ 
ly compared with its length □ The street was 
narrow and badly lit. □ The stream is at its nar¬ 
rowest point here. -2. [view, belief, mind] that 
has a limited scope or range (disapproving 
use) □ My parents have a very narrow outlook 
when it comes to politics. □ It's that kind of nar¬ 
row thinking that causes problems in the commu¬ 
nity. -3. [escape, victory, majority] that one 
barely manages to do or get □ He lost by a 
narrow margin. 

o vt -1. to narrow one's eyes to almost close 
one’s eyes. -2. [difference, choice] to make 
<sthg> smaller □ The Democrats have nar¬ 

rowed the gap in the opinion polls. □ That nar¬ 
rows the number of choices we have, 
o vi -1. [road, river, path] to become less wide 
□ The highway narrowed to two lanes. □ 'Road 
narrows.' -2. [eyes] His eyes narrowed in anger. 
-3. [difference, choice] Their lead narrowed to 
three points. 

♦ narrow down vt sep to narrow sthg down 
[possibilities, choice] to make the range of sthg 
smaller □ They narrowed the list of candidates 
down to just two. 

narrow-gauge adj [track, line, railroad] that is 
less wide than the standard size. 

narrowly ['naeroult] adv [win, escape, miss] by a 
very small number of points, amount, dis¬ 
tance etc □ They were narrowly defeated in the 
final ballot. 

narrow-minded [-'mamdad] adj [person] who is 
unwilling to accept or understand new or 
different ideas or opinions (disapproving use) 
□ Her narrow-minded attitudes are infuriating. 

NASA ['naesa] (abbr of National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration) « the US government 
department responsible for space travel and 
research. 

nasal ['neizl] adj -1. [voice, sound] that is made 
through the nose as well as through the 
mouth □ He spoke with a nasal twang. -2. anat¬ 

omy that is connected with the nose □ nasal 
passages □ nasal spray. 

nascent ['neisnt] adj [industry, hope, culture] that 
is just starting to develop (formal use). 

Nashville ['naejvil] a city in Tennessee, USA. 
It is the state capital and the center of the 
country and western music industry, popula¬ 
tion: 488,374. 

Nasser ['naesar], Gamal Abdel (1918-1970) 
the first president of Egypt. 

nastily [US 'naestili, GB 'na:st-] adv [say, act] see 
nasty. 

nastiness [US 'nrestinas, GB 'na:st-] n [of a per¬ 
son, remark] see nasty □ There's really no excuse 
for such nastiness. 

nasturtium [na'st3:rJam] (pi nasturtiums) n a 
flower that has red, orange, or yellow petals 
that can be eaten. 

nasty [US 'nasti, GB 'naisti] (compar nastier, 
superl nastiest) adj -1. [person, remark, behav¬ 
ior] that seems deliberately unkind □ That 
was a nasty thing to say. □ He's got a nasty 
sense of humor. -2. [smell, feeling, sight] that 
one finds unpleasant □ The weather's been 
pretty nasty all week. □ / had a nasty shock when 
I read the report. □ They've bought some really 
nasty furniture. -3. [problem, situation] that one 
finds very difficult, and often upsetting □ It 
was a nasty decision to have to make. -4. [cut, 
accident, infection] that is serious or looks 
painful □ She had a nasty fall from her motor¬ 
bike. □ That looks nasty; we'd better put some 
antiseptic on it. 

NAS/UWT (abbr of National Association of 
Schoolmasters/Union of Women Teachers) n 
the NAS/UWT a British labor union for 
teachers. 

Natal [na'tael] a province of southeastern 
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South Africa, size: 87,000 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 6,256,000. capital: Pietermaritzburg. 
main city: Durban. 

nation ['neifn] n the people living in a coun¬ 
try, especially when considered as a social, 
economic, and political unit □ a strong/rich na¬ 
tion □ The President addressed the nation. □ the 
African nations. 

national ['naejnsl] o adj -1. (newspaper, event, 

strike] that reaches or affects a whole nation 
o His death is a national disaster. □ The next na¬ 
tional news is at 5:40 pm. -2. [characteristic, cus¬ 

tom] that is connected with a particular na¬ 
tion o Cricket is their national sport, o n a citi¬ 
zen of a particular country □ All European 
Community nationals should have the same 
rights. □ foreign/Chinese nationals. 

national anthem n the official song of a par¬ 
ticular nation. 

national curriculum n the national curriculum 
a plan, introduced by the British govern¬ 
ment in 1988, that defines the content of 
primary and secondary education in England 
and Wales. 

national debt « the money that is owed by 
the government of a particular country. 

national dress n the clothes associated with 
a particular country and worn by people of 
that country on special occasions. 

National Front n the National Front in Britain, 
a small fascist and racist political party. 

National Gallery: the National Gallery an im¬ 
portant art gallery in Trafalgar Square, Lon¬ 
don. 

national grid n GB a network that carries 
electricity between the main electric power 
stations. 

National Guard n the National Guard in the 
USA, a group of people who are trained as 
soldiers by each state to help the army 
when necessary. 

National Health Service « the National 
Health Service in Britain, the system of 
medical care that is run by the government 
and paid for by taxes, with the aim of pro¬ 
viding cheap or free treatment for every¬ 
body □ This dental treatment is not available on 
the National Health Service. 

National Heritage n the Department of Na¬ 
tional Heritage in Britain, the government 
department responsible for the arts, the me¬ 
dia, sports, and leisure. 

National Insurance « gb -1. the state system 
that gives money to people who are unem¬ 
ployed, ill, or old, and that is paid for by 
regular payments from employers and work¬ 
ers. -2. the money paid into the National In¬ 
surance system by employers and workers □ 
My National Insurance contributions are up-to- 

date. 

nationalism ['naefnolizm] n -1. the desire of 
people in a particular region to be politically 
independent □ Scottish/Irish/Basque nationalism. 
-2. the belief that one’s own country is bet¬ 
ter than other countries □ A tide of nationalism 
is sweeping the country. 

nationalist ['naejhalast] o n a person who be¬ 
lieves in nationalism, o adj: a nationalist move¬ 
ment/group. 

nationality fnaeJVnaeloti] {pi nationalities) « 
-1. membership of a particular nation □ He 
has dual nationality. □ What's your nationality? 
-2. a group of people of the same race, lan¬ 
guage etc □ We have students here of all nation¬ 
alities. 

nationalization [us .nsj'nsla'zeij'n, GB -ai'zeifn] 
n: see nationalize □ The issue of nationalization is 
no longer high on the agenda. 

nationalize, -ise ['nsefnalaiz] vf to put <a busi¬ 
ness, industry> etc under state control. 
NOTE: Compare privatize. 

nationalized ['naejnolaizd] adj [industry] that is 
under state rather than private control. 

National League n the National League one 
of the two most important baseball leagues 
in the USA. 

National Lottery n the National Lottery in 
Britain, a televised lottery held each week, 
in which large cash prizes can be won. 

national park n an area of countryside that is 
protected by the state for the public to visit 
and enjoy. 

National Public Radio « a national radio net¬ 
work in the USA that is well known for its 
news programs. 

National Savings Bank n the National Sav¬ 
ings Bank a British government bank that 
operates through the Post Office and where 
people can invest small amounts of money 
by buying National Savings Certificates or 
Premium Bonds. 

national service n a period of time that 
young people in some countries have to 
spend in the armed forces. 

National Trust n the National Trust in Britain, 
an organization that owns and maintains 
large areas of countryside and many historic 
houses so that the public can enjoy them. 

Nation of Islam n the Nation of Islam a group 
of African-American Muslims. They were 
very active in the Civil Rights Movement. 

nation state n a country that is politically in¬ 
dependent. 

nationwide [.neifn'waid] o adj [survey, search] 
that takes place in every part of a particular 
country, o adv in every part of a particular 
country □ They do business nationwide. 

native ['neitiv] o adj -1. one's native land/city 
the land/city where one was bom and grew 
up □ After 30 years, she returned to her native 
Denmark. -2. one's native tongue the language 
that one leams to speak as a child. -3. [plant, 
animal] that lives, grows etc naturally in a 
particular place and has not been brought 
there from somewhere else □ The bird is na¬ 
tive to the Black Sea region. On-1. a person 
who was bom and brought up in a particu¬ 
lar place □ a native of Hong Kong. -2. a mem¬ 
ber of a race that was living in a country be¬ 
fore other people, especially European set¬ 
tlers, arrived there (old-fashioned use). 

Native American n a member of one of the 
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peoples who lived on the North American 
continent before Europeans arrived. 

NOTE: In the USA, the term Native American 
is now preferred to Indian. 

W NATIVE AMERICAN 

The Native American peoples who lived in 
the USA before Europeans arrived each had 
their own language and way of life. From 
the 17th to the 19 th centuries they had to 
defend their land against European settlers, 
often by fighting. Many died, either in battle 
or because of diseases brought to America 
by the Europeans. Many were forced to live 
on “reservations”, pieces of land set aside 
specially for them. In the 20th century, the 
US government has tried to help Native 
Americans by giving them more rights. 
There has also been more and more interest 
shown in their history and traditional cul¬ 
ture. 

native speaker « a person who learns a par¬ 
ticular language as their first language □ na¬ 
tive speakers of English. 

Nativity [ns'tivati] n the Nativity the birth of 
Jesus, that is celebrated by Christians at 
Christmas. 

nativity play « a play about the birth of Jesus 
that is performed around Christmas time by 
children. 

NATO ['neitou] (abbr of North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization) n an organization of countries, 
including the USA, Canada, and most EU 
countries, that have agreed to defend each 
other if one of them is attacked. 

natter ['naet3r] GB (informal use) o vi to talk in a 
friendly way and for a long time about un¬ 
important things. On to have a natter to 
natter. 

natty f'nasti] (compar nattier, superl nattiest) adj 
[person, suit] that is neat and stylish in ap¬ 
pearance □ You look really natty in that outfit. □ 
That's a natty little gadget. 

natural ['naet/ral] o adj -1. [feeling, desire, reac¬ 

tion] that is understandable and normal in a 
particular situation □ It's only natural that you 
should feel angry. -2. [person] who is relaxed 
and behaves in their usual way □ His manner 
when interviewing people was natural and easy. □ 
She always manages to look natural in photos. 
-3. lability, instinct, talent] that one has from 
an early age and does not have to learn □ a 
natural flair for drawing. -4. [athlete, musician, 

leader] whose personality and skills make 
them very good at a particular activity □ 
She's a natural organizer. -5. [phenomenon, habi¬ 

tat, disaster] that is connected with nature □ 
the natural world. -6. [fibers, ingredients, flavor¬ 

ing] that is not made from artificial sub¬ 
stances □ the breakfast cereal that is full of natu¬ 
ral goodness. -7. sb's natural parents sb’s real 
parents, compared with parents who have 
adopted or fostered them □ She is trying to 
find out who her natural parents are. -8. music 

[note] that is not sharp or flat. -9. phrase to 
die of natural causes to die because of illness 

or old age, not because of murder, suicide, 
or an accident. 
o n to be a natural to be very good at doing 
something without having to make any ef¬ 
fort □ You should take up basketball seriously, 
you're a natural. 

natural childbirth tt a way of making child¬ 
birth less painful that uses relaxation and 
special breathing techniques rather than 
drugs. 

natural gas tt a colorless gas that is found 
underground or under the sea, and is used 
as fuel for cooking and heating. 

natural history n the study of animals and 
plants □ a natural history museum. 

naturalist [’naetjrabst] « a person who studies 
plants and animals. 

naturalize, -ise [’naetjrslaiz] vt to be natural¬ 
ized to become a citizen of a country that 
one was not bom in. 

naturally ['naetjrsli] adv -1. naturally,... a word 
used to show that one thinks something is 
understandable and not surprising in a par¬ 
ticular situation □ Naturally, I was disappointed 
not to win. □ She was naturally reluctant to com¬ 
ment. □ "Will you be there?" — "Naturally." -2. 
[behave, talk] in a natural manner □ He 
laughed and joked naturally, with no obvious sign 
of strain. -3. naturally talented/flavored etc 
that has a natural talent/flavor etc □ Is your 
hair naturally blonde? □ He's a naturally gifted ath¬ 
lete. ■ to come naturally to sb to be easy for 
sb to do, because they are good at it or used 
to doing it □ Office management just comes 
naturally to him. 

natural resources npl [of a country, region] all 
the land, forests, sources of energy, and 
useful minerals that exist in a particular 
place and can be used. 

natural science n biology, chemistry, and 
physics as a single subject for studying. 

natural wastage tt GB the gradual reduction 
in the size of a workforce that happens 
when employees retire or resign and are not 
replaced □ Management says 50% of the staff 
cuts will be achieved through natural wastage, 
and another 50% through lay-offs. 

natural yogurt n yogurt that has no added 
flavorings. 

nature I'neitJV] rt -1. everything in the physi¬ 
cal world, including plants, animals, oceans, 
and rocks, that is not made by people; all 
events and processes that are not caused by 
people □ the laws of nature □ nature study. -2. 
the nature of sthg the kind of thing sthg 
is □ matters of a serious/personal nature □ What 
is the nature of the injury/complaint? □ Such is 
the nature of politics. □ These accusations are, by 
their very nature, difficult to prove. -3. sb's na¬ 
ture the main qualities that make sb a par¬ 
ticular kind of person □ She has a very sweet 
nature. □ He wouldn't do that, it's not in his na¬ 
ture. □ / ve always been an optimist by nature. 

nature reserve « an area of land where 
plants and animals, especially rare ones, are 
protected and can be seen by visitors. 
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nature trail n a path in a park or through the 
countryside with signs giving information 
about the plants, animals etc that can be 
seen there. 

naughty [’noiti] (compar naughtier, superl naugh¬ 
tiest) adj -1. [child, dog] that behaves badly 
or is disobedient □ You naughty boy! a That 
was very naughty of him. -2. GB [joke, postcard] 

that one thinks is a little rude or shocking 
because it refers to sex. 

nausea [’noizjs] n the unpleasant feeling that 
one has just before one vomits □ The symp¬ 
toms are headaches and nausea. 

nauseam [’noiziaem] —> ad nauseam, 

nauseate [’naizieit] vt -1. [smell, sight] to make 
<sb> want to vomit. -2. [person, behavior] to 
make <sb> feel very disgusted and angry, 

nauseating [’noizieitig] adj -1. [smell, taste] that 
makes one want to vomit □ There was the 
most nauseating stink of rotten food. -2. (hypocri¬ 

sy, violence] that makes one feel very disgust¬ 
ed and angry □ It's quite nauseating watching 
him trying to be nice to the boss. 

nauseous [’noizjas] adj to feel nauseous to feel 
as if one is going to vomit, 

nautical [’noitrkl] adj that is connected with 
sailing, ships, or sailors □ The nautical look is 
in fashion this year. 

nautical mile n a unit (1,853 meters) used at 
sea for measuring distance. 

Navajo [’naevahou] {pi Navajo) n a member of a 
Native American people living in the 
southwestern USA; the language of this 
people. 

naval [’neivl] adj that is used by or connected 
with the navy of a country □ a naval dockyard 
□ in naval uniform. 

naval officer « an officer in the navy of a 
country. 

nave [neiv] n the main part of a church, 
where people sit. 

navel [’neivl] n the small round hollow or 
lump just below one's stomach, formed af¬ 
ter the umbilical cord is cut at birth, 

navigable [’naevagabl] adj [river, canal] that 
ships or boats can travel along □ The Hudson 
is navigable as far as Albany. 

navigate [’naevageit] o vt -1. [ship] to guide <a 
ship, plane> etc along the correct route us¬ 
ing maps or special equipment □ They needed 
a pilot to navigate the ship through the narrow 
channel. -2. [sea] to sail across <a stretch of 
water>. o vi to find the way to a place in a 
ship, plane, or car using maps or special 
equipment □ I'll drive and you navigate. 

navigation [.naeva’geijn] « the act or skill of 
navigating □ The bad weather made navigation 
difficult. □ a navigation aid. 

navigator ['naevageitar] « a person who is re¬ 
sponsible for the direction that a ship, 
plane, or car takes. 

navy [’neivi] (pi navies) o « -1. the branch of 
a country’s armed forces that fights at sea; 
the ships it uses □ My brother is in the navy. 
-2. = navy blue, o adj = navy blue. 

navy bean n US a small white bean. 

navy blue o adj very dark blue, o n a very 
dark blue color. 

Nazareth [’naezaraB] a town in northern Israel 
that is important to Christians because they 
believe that Jesus lived there, population: 
39,400. 

Nazi [’naitsi] (pi Nazis) o « a member of the 
right-wing political party led by Adolf Hitler 
that ruled Germany from 1933 to 1945. 
o adj: Nazi propaganda/sympathizers. 

NB -1. (abbr of nota bene) a word used in 
writing to make the reader pay special at¬ 
tention to what follows. -2. abbr of New 
Brunswick. 

NBA « -1. (abbr of National Basketball Associa¬ 
tion) the NBA the organization in charge of 
professional basketball in the USA. -2. (abbr 
of National Boxing Association) the NBA one 
of the US organizations that runs profes¬ 
sional boxing competitions. 

NBC (abbr of National Broadcasting Company) 
n a national television network in the USA. 

NBS (abbr of National Bureau of Standards) n 
the NBS the organization that sets standards 
for units of measurement in the USA. 

nc, n/c abbr of no charge. 

NC abbr of North Carolina. 

NC17 [,ensi:savn'ti:n] a symbol for movies and 
video tapes in the USA, showing that chil¬ 
dren under 17 are only allowed to watch 
them if an adult is with them. 

NCO n abbr of noncommissioned officer. 

NCU (abbr of National Communications Union) 
« the NCU a British labor union for mailmen 
and telecommunications workers. 

ND abbr of North Dakota. 

NE -1. abbr of Nebraska. -2. abbr of northeast. 

near [mar] o adj -1. [place, object] that is only a 
small distance away from where one is or 
where one lives □ There's a bank very near to 
our office. □ The nearest town is 20 miles away. 
-2. [event, date] that will happen soon □ The 
deadline is getting nearer, m in the near future 
soon □ / don't see there being much change in 
the near future. -3. a near relative or relation 
somebody who is closely related to one a 
My nearest living relative is a cousin in Australia. 
-4. near chaos/darkness almost total chaos/ 
darkness □ The news created near panic on the 
Stock Exchange. ■ a near disaster a disaster 
that almost happened but did not. -5. phrase 
sb/sthg is the nearest thing to... sb/sthg is the 
person or thing that is most like something 
else, though not exactly the same □ She's the 
nearest thing we've got to a qualified accountant, 
o adv -1. [come, stand, live] only a small dis¬ 
tance away □ Bring your chair nearer! -2. to 
come or draw or get near to be going to hap¬ 
pen soon □ Christmas is getting nearer. -3. near 
perfect/disastrous etc almost perfect/disas- 
trous etc □ It was a near impossible task, 
o vt -1. [place] to come close or closer to <a 
place> □ We're nearing our destination. -2. 
[state] to have almost reached <a particular 
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stage or state> □ The project is finally nearing 
completion. 

♦ near (to) prep -1. [to a person, place] only a 
small distance away from <sb/sthg> □ He 
went and stood near (to) her. □ She lives nearer 
the town than we do. -2. [to an event, date] a 
short time before or after <sthg> □ We can't 
go on Tuesday, it's too near to my exams. □ I'll 
let you know nearer the time. -3. to be or come 
near to sthg to have almost reached sthg □ 
Their relationship came near to breaking-point. □ 
We are no nearer to solving the dispute. -4. to 
be near to tears/exhaustion etc to be almost 
crying/exhausted etc □ She was near to tears 
as she tried to explain what had happened. 

nearby [mar'bai] o adj [hospital, town] that is 
only a short distance from where one is, or 
from the place one has just mentioned □ We 
stopped at a nearby hotel, o adv: He was stand¬ 
ing nearby at the time of the explosion. □ Fortu¬ 
nately, there was a garage nearby. 

Near East = Middle East. 

nearly ['modi] adv -1. nearly ready/complete al¬ 
most ready/complete □ By this time it was 
nearly dark. □ Nearly everyone who was invited 
came. □ He nearly died in the accident. □ / very 
nearly dropped it. -2. not nearly used to say 
that something is not even close to being 
true □ I'm not nearly finished yet. □ You haven't 
done nearly enough work. □ Their computer sys¬ 
tem isn't nearly as efficient as ours. 

near miss n -1. sport a shot that just misses 
the target. -2. a situation in which two vehi¬ 
cles or aircraft nearly crash into each other. 

nearside ['ni3rsaid] GB o n the side of a vehi¬ 
cle that is nearest to the edge of the road 
when one is driving, o adj: the nearside 
wheel/light. 
NOTE: Compare offside. 

nearsighted [,ni3r’sait3d] adj [person] who is 
unable to see clearly things that are far 
away. 

neat [ni:t] adj -1. [room, bundle] that has been 
arranged in an orderly way and is nice to 
look at □ Kim has very neat handwriting. □ The 
apartment's looking very neat and tidy. -2. [per¬ 
son] who is smart and clean and likes things 
to be in the right place □ / always like to look 
neat when I go out. □ My assistant is very neat 
and efficient. -3. [solution, maneuver, idea] that 
is clever/useful □ They've found a neat way 
around the problem. -4. [whiskey, gin] that is 
served on its own without ice, water, or an¬ 
other drink added □ How do you want your 
drink, neat or with ice? -5. US a word used to 
say that one thinks something is very good 
(informal use) □ They've brought out a really neat 
new video game. 

neatly ['nktli] adv -1. [arrange, dress, fold] in an 
orderly and careful way. -2. [solve, fit] in a 
way that is clever and useful □ The device fits 
neatly In a suitcase. 

neatness ['niitnos] n [of handwriting, a person, 
room] see neat. 

Nebraska [na'bneska] a US state, consisting 
mainly of farmland, abbreviation: NE. size: 

200,000 sq kms. population: 1,578,385 (Ne¬ 
braskans). capital: Lincoln. 

Nebuchadnezzar [US .nebakad'nezr, GB ,nebju- 
kod'neza] (630-562 BC) King of Babylon from 
605 to 562 BC. In the Bible, he destroyed Je¬ 
rusalem and sent the Jews into exile in 
Babylon. 

nebulous [’nebjalas] adj [idea, concept] that is 
not clear (formal use). 

NEC (abbr of National Exhibition Centre) n the 
NEC a large conference center and exhibition 
hall near Birmingham, England. 

necessarily [.nesa'seroli] adv -1. not necessarily 
a phrase used to show that it is possible but 
not certain that something is the case □ Not 
everything you read in the papers is necessarily 
true. □ "Does that mean we've lost?" — "Not 
necessarily." -2. a word used to show that 
something must happen and cannot be 
avoided □ Finding a suitable candidate is neces¬ 
sarily a lengthy process. 

necessary ['nesoseri] adj -1. [skills, arrange¬ 

ments] that one has to have or do in order 
to get a particular result or effect □ Is it abso¬ 
lutely necessary to make all that noise? □ Food is 
necessary for survival. □ Many candidates lack the 
necessary qualifications. □ / hope it won't be nec¬ 
essary for you to have an operation. -2. [result, 

connection] that is logical and cannot be 
avoided in a particular situation □ <4 period of 
uncertainty was seen as a necessary conse¬ 
quence of the crisis. 

♦ if necessary adv if it becomes necessary □ / 
am prepared to go to prison for my beliefs, if nec¬ 
essary. 

necessitate [na'sesateit] vt to make <sthg> 
necessary, especially sthg difficult or sthg 
that one had hoped to avoid (formal use) □ 
This kind of offense necessitates a very specific 
kind of punishment. □ Poor sales figures necessi¬ 
tated a rethink of our overall strategy. 

necessity [na'sesoti] (pi necessities) n -1. 
something that one needs in a particular 
situation, e.g. in order to be able to live or 
do a job properly □ / always travel with only 
the most basic necessities. -2. a situation that 
makes something unavoidable or necessary 
□ / did it out of necessity, not choice. □ There's 
no necessity for such drastic measures. 

♦ of necessity adv a phrase used to say that 
something has to happen in a particular way 
and camiot be avoided □ It is, of necessity, a 
rather superficial overview of the subject. 

neck [nek] o n -1. [of a person, animal] the part 
of the body between the head and the 
shoulders □ She had a long, thin neck. □ Sweat 
trickled down the back of my neck, m to be up to 
one's neck in sthg [in work, debt, trouble] to be 
very involved in sthg (informal use) □ Look, I 
can t talk now, I m up to my neck in paperwork. ■ 
to be breathing down sb's neck to be watch¬ 
ing sb all the time while they are working 
to check what they are doing (informal use) □ 
/ m fed up with him breathing down my neck 
every time there's a deadline to meet, m to stick 
one s neck out to say or do something that 
could go wrong, or could be criticized by 
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other people □ / may be sticking my neck out 
here, but I think you've made the wrong choice. 
-2. (of a garment] the part of a shirt, dress etc 
that goes around or just below the neck □ a 
high/low/round neck. -3. [of an object] the nar¬ 
row part at the top of an object such as a 
bottle or guitar. 

o vi [couple] to kiss and cuddle in a sexual 
way (informal use). 

neck and neck adj to be neck and neck [run¬ 

ners, horses, cars] to be very close to each 
other in position, points etc and have an 
equal chance of winning □ The two parties 
were neck and neck in the polls. 

neckerchief ['nekaf/if] {pi neckerchiefs or neck- 
erchieves [-t/i:vz]) n a square scarf that is worn 
around the neck and usually tied with a knot, 

necklace ['nektas] n a piece of jewelry, e.g. a 
string of beads, worn by a woman or girl 
around her neck □ a pearl necklace. 

neckline ['neklain] n the shape of the neck of 
a woman’s blouse, dress, or jacket □ a dress 
with a low/flattering neckline. 

necktie ['nektai] n US a long narrow piece of 
cloth that men wear around their neck and 
over their shirt with a knot at the front, 

nectar ['nektar] « a sweet sticky liquid found 
in flowers that bees collect to make honey, 

nectarine ['nektariin] n a fruit that is like a 
peach but has a smoother skin. 

NEDC (abbr of National Economic Development 
Council) n the NEDC an organization consist¬ 
ing of representatives of government, man¬ 
agement, and labor unions, that makes pro¬ 
posals on economic policy in Britain, 

nee [nei] adj a word used after a married 
woman’s name and in front of the family 
name she had before she married □ Mrs. 
Eileen Robson, nee Hunter. 

need [ni:d] o n -1. sb's needs what sb wants 
or must have to keep them healthy, satis¬ 
fied, comfortable etc □ $500 should be enough 
for our immediate needs. □ He saw to our every 
need. -2. the need for sthg a situation in 
which it is necessary to have or do sthg □ In¬ 
dustry recognizes the need for more investment 
in training. □ / felt the need to talk to someone. 
-3. phrases to be in need to be very poor, 
hungry, homeless etc □ He spent his life help¬ 
ing children in need. ■ to be in need of sthg to 
need sthg □ Some rooms are badly in need of 
redecoration. □ The helpline is for people in ur¬ 
gent need of legal advice. ■ to have no need of 
sthg not to need sthg □ / have no need of your 
sympathy. ■ there's no need to explain/ 
apologize it is not necessary for you to 
explain/apologize □ There's no need for you to 
show me out, I know the way. ■ there's no need 
to shout please stop shouting □ There's no 
need to get mad at me! 
o aux vb -1. she doesn't need to know it is 
not necessary for her to know □ It needn t 
take very long. □ / needn't have bothered. ■ do 
we need to go? is it necessary for us to go? 
-2. you don't need to be afraid there is no 
reason that you should be afraid □ If you 
keep quiet, no one need ever know. 

o vt -1. [money, food, advice! to want <sb/ 
sthg that is important or useful and that one 
does not have> □ / need your help with this re¬ 
port. o The company badly needs a period of sta¬ 
bility. -2. we need to talk/decide it is neces¬ 
sary and important for us to talk/decide. ■ it 
needs patience/hard work patience/hard 
work is necessary if it is to be successful □ 
Your suggestion needs careful consideration. -3. 
it needs a clean or cleaning it is necessary to 
clean it □ This shirt needs ironing. □ The engine 
needs a complete overhaul. 

♦ if need be adv if it becomes necessary □ 
We can call again later if need be. 

needle ['ni:dl] o « -l. [for sewing] a small, very 
thin piece of metal used for sewing. It has a 
sharp point at one end and a hole at the 
other where thread is passed through. ■ it's 
like looking for a needle in a haystack a 
phrase used when it is very hard to find 
somebody or something, e.g. because they 
are among many other people or things. 
-2. [for knitting] one of a pair of long plastic 
or metal sticks with blunt points that are 
used for knitting. -3. [on a record player] the 
small pointed device on a record player that 
touches the record and picks up the sound. 
-4. medicine the hollow metal point at the 
end of a medical syringe. -5. [on an instru¬ 

ment] the moving pointer on an instrument 
such as a compass or speedometer. -6. [on a 

tree] the long, thin, sharp leaf of a tree such 
as the pine or fir. 
o vt [person] to keep annoying <sb> deliber¬ 
ately (informal use). 

needlecord ['ni:dlko:rd] « a kind of cloth that 
is like fine corduroy □ a needlecord skirt. 

needlepoint ['niidlpoint] n a kind of embroi¬ 
dery in which patterns are sewn onto can¬ 
vas cloth using wool threads and a blunt 
needle. 

needless [’niidlas] adj [suffering, anxiety, trouble) 

that is not necessary and could have been 
avoided □ I'm afraid you've been put to needless 
expense. ■ needless to say,... a phrase used to 
show that one thinks what one is about to 
say is obvious □ Needless to say, it never actu¬ 
ally happened. □ And in the end, needless to say, 
they changed their minds. 

needlessly ['niidlasli] adv [suffer, worry] see 
needless. 

needlework ['ni:dlw3:rk] « the activity of sew¬ 
ing; something made in this way. 

needn't [’niidnt] = need not. 

needy ['ni:di] (compar needier, superl neediest) 
o adj [person, family] that is very poor, o npi 
the needy people who are very poor, 

nefarious [na'fearias] adj [person, purpose] that 
is evil and immoral (formal use), 

negate [m'geit] vt [efforts, achievement] to pre¬ 
vent <sthg> from having the intended effect 

(formal use). 

negation [ni'geijn] n: see negate □ It would be 
the negation of everything we've fought for. 

negative ['negativ] o adj -1. [answer, reply] that 
says “no” rather than “yes”. -2. [person, reac- 
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tion, attitude] that considers only the bad as¬ 
pects of something □ / think you're being too 
negative about the whole thing. -3. [effect, ad¬ 

vice] that is not helpful or useful. -4. [test, re¬ 

sult] that shows no signs of the particular 
disease or medical condition one is looking 
for. -5. [number, amount, growth] that is less 
than zero. 
on-1. photography a piece of film from 
which photographs are developed and 
which shows dark areas as light and light 
areas as dark. -2. linguistics a word, state¬ 
ment etc that expresses the idea of “no” or 
“not”. ■ to answer in the negative to say “no” 
in answer to a question, 

neglect [ni'glekt] o « -1. [by a parent, owner] 

the failure to take care of somebody or 
something □ Both children were suffering from 
neglect. -2. [in a garden, building] the condition 
of something that has not been taken care 
of properly □ The hotel, empty since the 1980s, 
has fallen into a state of neglect. 
o vt -1. [child, place, animal] not to take care 
of <sb/sthg> properly □ You've been neglect¬ 
ing your health, I see. -2. [fact, detail] not to 
take <sthg> seriously enough □ They neglect¬ 
ed a number of important points. -3. (one's work, 

duty] to fail to do <sthg> properly □ You can't 
afford to neglect your studies like this. ■ to ne¬ 
glect to do sthg not to do sthg because one 
forgets or is careless □ They neglected to tell 
me that the agreement had already been signed. 
□ There's one point I neglected to mention. 

neglected [ni'glektad] adj [child, garden, artist] 

that has not received enough attention □ The 
book lay neglected in front of him. □ Are you feel¬ 
ing neglected? 

neglectful [ni'glektfl] adj [person] who neglects 
somebody or something □ She became ne¬ 
glectful of her appearance/duties. 

negligee [US .negls^ei, GB 'negli3ei] n a light 
thin robe worn by women over a night¬ 
gown □ a black chiffon negligee. 

negligence ['neglid33ns] n: see negligent □ The 
owner of the club was sued for negligence. 

negligent ['neglid33nt] adj [person] who does 
not give proper care or attention to some¬ 
body or something they are responsible for 
□ The tribunal ruled that he had been negligent in 
not observing the correct safety procedures. □ Ms 
Fenini faces a charge of negligent conduct. 

negligently ['neghd33ntli] adv [act, behave] see 
negligent. 

negligible ['neglid3abl] adj [amount, difference, 

effect] that is too small to be important □ 
The impact on sales would be negligible. 

negotiable [m'goojjabl] adj [price, salary] that 
can be discussed and changed by negotia¬ 
tion □ The terms of the lease are negotiable. 

negotiate [ni'goufieit] o v( -1, [agreement, set¬ 

tlement, terms] to decide on <sthg> jointly 
after discussing it together, usually in an of¬ 
ficial way □ The two sides have negotiated a 
ceasefire. -2. [obstacle, river] to succeed in get¬ 
ting past <a place>, especially when skill or 
care is needed □ We negotiated the rapids with 
surprising ease, o vi to discuss something, 

usually officially, in order to reach an agree¬ 
ment □ Union representatives are negotiating 
with management for a 4% raise. 

negotiation [m.gouji'ei/n] « the process in 
which people with opposed interests discuss 
something in order to reach an agreement 
on it □ These terms are not open to negotiation. 

♦ negotiations npl negotiation, usually in 
politics or business, that takes place in a se¬ 
ries of meetings that have been specially ar¬ 
ranged □ peace negotiations in the Middle East. 
□ We will not enter into negotiations unless a 
guarantee of safety can be given. 

negotiator [m'goufieita1] n a person whose 
job is to represent their side in negotiations. 

Negro T ['niigroo] (pi Negroes) n a person who 
belongs to a black African race (offensive 
use). 

Nehru ['nearu:], Jawaharlal (1889-1964) 
India's first prime minister, from 1947 to 
1964. 

neigh [nei] vi [horse] to make a long high- 
pitched noise. 

neighbor us, neighbour gb [ neibar] n -1. a 
person who lives near to one’s own home, 
especially next door, and who one knows 
for this reason □ my next-door neighbor □ 
We've been neighbors for years. -2. one's neigh¬ 
bor a person who is sitting or standing be¬ 
side one □ Take your neighbor by the hand. -3. 
[of a country, state] the country, state etc next 
to a particular country, state etc □ Russia and 
its Baltic neighbors, Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia. 

neighborhood us, neighbourhood gb [ nei- 
batiiud] n -1. a particular part of a town or 
city where people live □ a quiet/poor neighbor¬ 
hood □ / didn't know you lived in this neighbor¬ 
hood! -2. in the neighborhood in the area that 
is very close to a particular place or to 
where one lives □ We were in the neighbor¬ 
hood so we thought we'd pay you a visit. 

♦ in the neighborhood of prey approximate¬ 
ly □ It costs in the neighborhood of $3,000. 

neighborhood watch n a system that en¬ 
courages people who live in an area to 
watch each other’s houses in order to pre¬ 
vent crime. 

neighboring us, neighbouring gb ['neibarir)] 
adj [house, country] that is situated nearby □ 
There had been problems in some of the neigh¬ 
boring towns as well. 

neighborly us, neighbourly gb [’neibatii] adj 
[person] who is kind, friendly, and helpful 
toward their neighbors □ That’s very neighbor¬ 
ly of you! 

neither [’ni:dar, 'naidar] o pron neither of them 
none of two people, places, or things □ We 
have two printers, and neither of them is working. 
□ "Do you want red or white wine?" — "Neither, 
I'd prefer a beer." 

o det [person, place, thing] Neither team de¬ 
serves to win. □ Neither car has all the things'I'm 
looking for. 

o adv used to add a negative statement to 
another negative statement □ She's not happy 
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and neither is he. □ "I don't smoke." — "Neither 
do I." 

o cottj neither...nor... used to join together 
two equally important negative statements □ 
/ could neither eat nor sleep. □ That remark is nei¬ 
ther accurate nor fair. • that's neither here nor 
there that is not relevant or important □ 
What Jack thinks about it is neither here nor 
there. 

Nelson ['nelson], Horatio (1758-1805) a Brit¬ 
ish admiral who won several battles at sea 
against the French navy, including the battle 
of Trafalgar, where he was killed. 

neo- l'ni:ou] prefix added to words to refer to 
something that is a modem form of some¬ 
thing that existed in the past □ a neo-Nazi or¬ 
ganization. 

neoclassical [,ni:ou'klaesikl] adj [art, artist, archi¬ 

tecture] that copies and adapts the styles of 
ancient Greece and Rome. 

neolithic [.niia'liGik] adj [settlement, culture] that 
is connected with the period at the end of 
the Stone Age when people began to settle 
in villages and farms, still using stone tools 
and weapons. 

neologism [ni'Dladgizm] n a new word, ex¬ 
pression, or meaning in a language. 

neon ['niiDn] n a colorless gas with no smell 
that is used in glass tubes to make bright 
lights. SYMBOL: Ne. 

neon light « a bright electric light made from 
a glass tube with neon gas inside. 

neon sign n a sign made of neon lights, 
usually advertising something. 

Nepal [na'pod] a country in central southern 
Asia, in the Himalayas, between Tibet and 
India, size: 140,000 sq kms. population: 
19,600,000 (Nepalese), capital: Katmandu. 
language: Nepali, currency: Nepalese rupee. 

Nepalese finepa'liiz] npl & adj: see Nepal. 

Nepali [ns'podi] « the official language of Ne¬ 
pal. 

nephew ['nefju:] n a son of one’s brother or 
sister; a son of the brother or sister of one’s 
husband or wife. 

nepotism [’nepatizm] n the practice of using 
one’s power and authority to give jobs to 
members of one’s family. 

Neptune1 ['nepthnn] the planet in the solar 
system that is the eighth furthest from the 
Sun. 

Neptune2 the Roman god of the sea. 

nerd [n3:rd] « a person who one thinks is 
awkward, unattractive, and unfashionable 
(informal use). 

Nero ['maroo] (37-68 ad) Emperor of Rome 
from 54 to 68 AD. He had many people 
killed, including his mother and his wife. 

nerve [n3:rv] « -1. anatomy a long thin fiber in 
the body, one of thousands that carry mes¬ 
sages to and from the brain about physical 
feelings such as heat or pain □ nerve endings. 
-2. courage and calm when doing something 
difficult or frightening □ He kept his nerve 
throughout the ordeal. □ / was going to do it, but I 

lost my nerve. -3. to have a nerve to behave in 
a way that seems unreasonable or unfair □ 
They've parked in our driveway again! What a 
nerve! □ The bank had the nerve to bounce my 
check. 

♦ nerves npl nervous, anxious, or tense feel¬ 
ings □ I had a drink to calm my nerves. □ an at¬ 
tack of nerves. ■ to get on sb’s nerves to an¬ 
noy and irritate sb very much (informal use) □ 
That man really gets on my nerves! 

nerve center n the place from where the ac¬ 
tivities of an organization, system etc are 
controlled. 

nerve gas n a poisonous gas used in war that 
damages the nervous system of people and 
can kill them. 

nerve-racking [-raekirj] adj [experience, wait) 

that makes one feel very tense and worried 
□ My piano exam was pretty nerve-racking. 

nervous ['n3irv3s] adj -1. [person] who is feel¬ 
ing worried and afraid; [smile, laugh] that 
shows one is feeling worried or afraid □ / 
was very nervous about the interview. □ I've al¬ 
ways been nervous of dogs. -2. [person, nature, 

animal] that is easily worried, frightened, or 
upset □ This program is unsuitable for viewers of 
a nervous disposition. -3. [disease] that is 
caused by damage to the body's nerves. 

nervous breakdown n a period of mental ill¬ 
ness that is caused by too much work or 
stress and makes somebody unable to work, 
sleep, go out etc □ In the end he had a com¬ 
plete nervous breakdown. 

nervously ['n3;rv3sli] adv [talk, laugh, look] see 
nervous □ He sat nervously on the edge of his 
seat. 

nervousness ['n3:rvasn3s] n: see nervous □ She 
showed no sign of nervousness. 

nervous system n all the nerves in the body, 
including the brain and spinal cord, that 
control a person’s movements and feelings. 

nervous wreck n a person who seems ex¬ 
tremely tense, nervous, and worried (infor¬ 
mal use). 

nervy [’n3:rvi] (compar nervier, superl nerviest) 
adj -1. US [person] who is confident in a way 
that is likely to offend other people. -2. GB 
[person) who is often tense and anxious, and 
is easily upset (informal use). 

nest [nest] o n -1. [for a bird] a place that birds 
make to lay their eggs in, usually using 
twigs, leaves, mud, feathers etc □ a robin's 
nest. -2. [for an animal, insect] a place that 
some kinds of animals and insects make to 
lay their eggs in or to give birth to young □ 
a wasps' nest. -3. a nest of tables a set of 
small tables of different sizes, that fit under¬ 
neath each other, o vi [bird] to build a nest 
and start laying eggs in it. 

nest egg n an amount of money that one 
saves for a particular purpose, e.g. to use 
when one retires. 

nestle [’nesl] vi -1. to nestle against sb/sthg to 
make oneself comfortable by pressing close 
against sb/sthg soft and warm □ The kittens 
nestled against their mother. -2. [house, village] 
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to be situated in a place that looks sheltered 
and protected □ The village lies nestling at the 
foot of a hill. 

nestling ['neslig] n a bird that is too young to 
leave its nest. 

net [net] {ft & pp netted, cont netting) o n 
-1. a piece of netting, often in the shape of a 
large bag, used to catch fish, insects etc □ a 

fishing net. -2. cloth made of very fine 
threads that lets the light pass through. 
-3. tennis the long piece of netting across 
the middle of a tennis court, over which the 
players have to hit the ball □ McEnroe hit his 
return into the net. -4. soccer & hockey the 
piece of netting into which the ball has to 
be hit to score a goal □ The ball ended up in 
the back of the net. 
o adj -1. [amount, income, pay] that is left af¬ 
ter all costs, taxes etc have been paid □ The 
company has net assets of $1 million. -2. net 
weight the weight of something without the 
container or packaging □ Net weight 500g. 
-3. the net result the final result □ The net re¬ 
sult of all the changes was greater efficiency, 
o vt to produce or gain <a sum of money> 
as a net profit □ The deal netted over $5,000 for 
the company or netted the company over $5,000. 

♦ Net n computing = Internet (informal use). 

netball ['netbo:l] n a sport with two teams of 
seven players, similar to basketball, that is 
mainly played by women in Common¬ 
wealth countries. 

net curtains npl GB curtains made of net al¬ 
lowing people inside a house to see out but 
preventing people outside from seeing in. 

Netherlands ['nedalandz]: the Netherlands a 
country in western Europe, on the North 
Sea between Belgium and Germany, size: 
34,000 sq kms. population: 15,200,000 
(Dutch), capital: Amsterdam, administrative 
capital: The Hague, language: Dutch, cur¬ 
rency: guilder. 
NOTE: The name the Netherlands is used 
only in official contexts; otherwise the coun¬ 
try is called Holland. 

net profit n the total money earned in a busi¬ 
ness deal or within a certain period, after all 
costs, taxes etc have been paid. 

net revenue n the total money received from 
the sale of goods or services, after all costs, 
taxes etc have been paid. 

netting ['netig] n material made of thread or 
wire knotted or woven together with equal 
spaces in between □ wire netting. 

nettle ['netl] o « a wild plant with spiky, 
hairy, green leaves that stings the skin and 
leaves red marks, o vt to be nettled to be a 
little annoyed □ He was obviously nettled by all 
these personal questions. 

network ['netw3:rk] o « -l. [of veins, streets, 

wires] a large system of lines that cross one 
another and join at many points □ a 

telecommunications/road network. -2. [of friends, 

contacts] a closely linked group of people or 
institutions, usually spread over a large area. 
-3. tv & radio a radio or television compa¬ 
ny! or grouP companies, covering a large 

area and sharing the same programs. -4. 
computing a set of computers linked togeth¬ 
er so that they can share information, 
o vt -1. tv &: radio to broadcast <a pro¬ 
grams on several stations over a large area 
at the same time. -2. computing to connect 
<two or more computers> together to form 
a network. 
o vi to meet people at informal social meet¬ 
ings who may be helpful to one’s career or 
business. 

networking ['netw3:rkir)] n getting to know 
people who might be helpful to one’s career 
or business. 

neuralgia [nju'raeld33] n sharp pain felt along a 
nerve, particularly in the head or face. 

neurological [,nior3'lDd3ikl] adj [disease, exami¬ 

nation] that affects the nervous system. 

neurologist [niu'rDbd33st] n a doctor who 
specializes in problems of the nervous sys¬ 
tem. 

neurology [,n-iu'rt>l3d3i] n the study of nerves 
and their diseases. 

neurosis [.nJu'roosis] {f! neuroses [-i:z]) n an 
unhealthy mental state in which a person is 
afraid of or worried about something with¬ 
out any real reason. 
NOTE: Compare psychosis. 

neurosurgeon [,njurou's3:rd33n] n a doctor 
who specializes in operations on the nerv¬ 
ous system. 

neurotic [.n-iu'rotik] adj [person, behavior] see 
neurosis □ He's so neurotic about growing old! 

neuter ['niu:t3r] o adj -1. grammar [noun, pro¬ 

noun] that is not masculine or feminine and 
belongs to the class of words usually used 
for things and not people. -2. [plant, animal] 

whose sex organs are missing or not fully 
developed, o vt [dog, cat] to remove part of 
the sexual organs of <an animal> so that it 
cannot produce young. 

neutral ['n-iuttral] o adj -1. [country, person, po¬ 

sition] that does not support any country, 
person, political cause etc in an argument or 
war □ neutral territory/waters □ Switzerland re¬ 
mained neutral throughout both World Wars. 
-2. [expression, voice, word] that does not 
show what somebody is feeling □ He de¬ 
scribed what he'd seen in a surprisingly neutral 
way. -3. [clothing, shade] pale gray or pale 
brown □ neutral shoe polish. -4. electricity 
[wire] that has no electrical charge, o n auto 

the position of the gears of a car in which 
no power can pass from the engine to the 
wheels □ Leave the car in neutral. 

neutrality [n-iu'tratati] n [of a country, voice] see 
neutral □ a position of political neutrality. 

neutralize, -ise ['niuitralaiz] vt [poison, threat] 

to make <sthg that could be dangerous or 
harmful> safe □ Bomb disposal experts suc¬ 
cessfully neutralized the device. 

neutron ['n-iuitron] n any of the tiny pieces of 
matter in an atom that have no electrical 
charge. 

neutron bomb n a nuclear bomb that kills 
people without destroying buildings. 
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Nevada [US ni'vasda, GB -'vaida] a state in the 
western USA, consisting mainly of desert 
and mountains. It is famous for its casinos. 
abbreviation: NV. size: 295,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 1,201,833 (Nevadans), capital: Carson 
City, other major cities: Reno, Las Vegas. 

never ['nevar] adv -1. at no time □ I've never 
been to America. □ You've never seen such a 
mess! □ / can never remember people's names. 
■ never ever used for emphasis □ I'll never 
ever do that again. -2. not □ / never knew you 
could swim so well. □ That's never Julie in there, 
is it? 

never-ending adj [problems, complaints, chores] 
that seem never to finish □ The list of sugges¬ 
tions is never-ending. 

nevertheless [,nevarda'les] adv in spite of 
what has just been said □ We have suffered a 
serious setback. Nevertheless, we must not be 
discouraged. 

new [itiu:] adj -1. [movie, house, baby] that has 
been recently made, created, or built, or is 
being made, created, or built □ Have you seen 
our new range of outdoor furniture? □ They're 
bringing in new laws to curb immigration. ■ new 
potatoes young potatoes picked at the be¬ 
ginning of the season. -2. [car, book, coat] 

that has not been used or owned by any¬ 
body else before □ Did you buy it new or 
secondhand? ■ like new, as good as new in 
the same condition as when it was new □ / 
polished the silver until it shone like new. 
-3. [planet, discovery, idea] that was not 
known before or has not been thought of 
before □ The police have found new evidence. □ 
The policy statement said nothing new. -4. [job, 

address, hairstyle] that takes the place of the 
same kind of thing one had before □ 'Under 
new management' □ What are your new neigh¬ 
bors like? -5. [customer, mother, company] that 
has not existed for long □ Have you met your 
new boss yet? -6. [name, feeling, place] that has 
not been seen or experienced before □ Let's 
go somewhere new this time. □ / can see a few 
new faces here today. □ This is all new to me. ■ 
what's new? what’s the latest news? 
-7. [employee, member] who is not yet used 
to a particular place or job □ I'm new here, 
can you help me? □ She's new to the company/to 
teaching. □ Mr Takagi will be the new head of re¬ 
search. ■ a new boy/girl a boy/girl who has 
only recendy joined a school. 

new- prefix recendy □ new-mown hay □ a new- 
laid egg □ They're out celebrating their new-won 
freedom. 

New Age adj connected with a cultural 
movement that began in the West in the 
1970s and follows non-Westem ideas about 
medicine, religion, astrology etc □ the New 
Age movement. 

new blood n new people in an organization 
or company who have new ideas and new 
talents □ Our team needs new blood. 

newborn ['n-iuiboiti] adj [baby, calf, lamb] that 
has recendy been bom. 

New Brunswick [-’brAnzwik] a province of 
eastern Canada, on the Atlantic Ocean, ab¬ 

breviation: NB. size: 73,437 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 723,900 (New Brunswickers). capital: 
Fredericton. 

Newcastle [US 'nuikassl, GB 'nju:ka:sl] -1. an in¬ 
dustrial city in northeastern England that 
used to be an important center for 
coalmining and shipbuilding. It is also called 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, population: 204,000. 
-2. an industrial city and port in New South 
Wales, Australia, population: 300,000. 

newcomer ['niu:kAmar] n a person who has 
recendy moved to a place, started a job etc 
□ Newcomers to the area are sure of a warm 
welcome at the club. 

New Deal n the New Deal the plan to reform 
the US economy after the Great Depression, 
introduced by President Franklin D. Roo¬ 
sevelt. 

« THE NEW DEAL 
Before he became president, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt promised “a new deal for the 
American people” that aimed to end the ef¬ 
fects of the Great Depression. This promise 
became the New Deal (1933-1940), a huge 
program of social and economic reforms. 
Laws were passed to control the banking 
system and the financial markets, to protect 
the rights of labor unions, to give assistance 
to the poor and unemployed, and to build 
cheap housing. 

New Delhi [-'deli] the capital of India, part of 
the city of Delhi. 

New England a region of the northeastern 
USA, including the states of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Massa¬ 
chusetts, and Connecticut. It was one of the 
first parts of America to be setded by Euro¬ 
peans, and contains many Ivy League col¬ 
leges. 

New Englander [-Tggbndar] n a person who 
comes from or lives in New England. 

newfangled Lniutfaeggld] adj [idea, gadget] that 
is new but unnecessarily complicated (disap¬ 
proving use). 

new-found adj lenergy, confidence] that has 
been recently discovered, or discovered 
again □ She has a new-found sense of pride in 
her ability. 

Newfoundland ['niuifandbnd] a province of 
eastern Canada, on the Adantic, consisting 
of the island of Newfoundland and the 
coast of Labrador to the north, abbreviation: 

NF. size: 406,000 sq kms. population: 

568,474 (Newfoundlanders), capital: Saint 

John’s. 

New Guinea a large island in the Pacific 
Ocean, north of Australia. The west part 
(West Irian) belongs to Indonesia, and the 
east part is the Independent State of Papua 
New Guinea, size: 800,000 sq kms. 

New Hampshire [-’haempJV] a small state in 
the northeastern USA, on the Adantic coast. 
It is famous for its attractive scenery, abbre¬ 

viation: NH. size: 24,000 sq kms. population: 
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1,109,252 (New Hampshirites), capital: Con¬ 
cord. 

New Haven [-'heivn] the largest city in Con¬ 
necticut, USA. It is a major port, and Yale 
University is situated there, population: 

130,474. 

New Jersey a state in the eastern USA, on 
the Atlantic coast, south of New York. It is 
heavily industrialized, and the most densely 
populated state in the USA. abbreviation: NJ. 
size: 19,479 sq kms. population: 7,730,188 
(New Jerseyites), capital: Trenton, main city: 

Newark. 

newly ['niuili] adv newly qualified/painted etc 
recently qualified/painted etc. 

newlyweds ['niudiwedz] npl a couple who 
have recently gotten married □ The newly¬ 
weds left on their honeymoon. 

New Mexico a state in the southwestern 
USA, containing many mountainous and de¬ 
sert areas, abbreviation: NM. size: 315,000 sq 
kms. population: 1,515,069 (New Mexicans). 
capital: Santa Fe. 

new moon n the moon at the beginning of 
its four-week cycle, when it is very thin. 

New Orleans [US nui'oilianz, GB ,nju:D:'li:anz] a 
major port and commercial center in Louisi¬ 
ana, USA. It is famous for its jazz and blues 
music, and for its annual carnival, popula¬ 
tion: 496,938. 

news [n-iuiz] n -1. information about recent 
events □ a piece or bit of news □ Have you 
heard the news about Mary? □ / have some 
good/bad news for you. o News is coming in of 
riots in L.A. □ Mark wrote telling me all his news. 
■ that's news to me a phrase used to say one 
did not know something and is a little an¬ 
noyed at not being told it sooner. ■ to break 
the news to sb to tell sb some bad news □ / 
had to break the news of his father's death to 
him. -2. radio & tv the news a program on 
the radio or television that reports recent 
important events □ / heard about the earth¬ 
quake on the news. □ His arrest made the 6 
o'clock news. □ a news broadcast/report. • to be 
in the news to be mentioned a lot in news¬ 
papers, on television etc □ McLeod? Yes, he's 
been in the news a lot recently. 

news agency n an organization that collects 
news and sells it to newspapers, magazines, 
television companies etc. 

newsagent ['nJu:zeid33nt], newsagent's « gb 
a store where newspapers, magazines, can¬ 
dy, cigarettes etc are sold. 

news blackout « an order issued by a gov¬ 
ernment or military authority, forbidding 
the reporting of news from a particular 
place or about a particular event. 

news bulletin n a short program of news on 
the radio or television. 

newscast [US 'nuizkasst, GB 'njuizkcnst] « a 
news program on the radio or television. 

newscaster [US 'nuizkaestr, GB 'njuizkuists] n a 
person who reads the news on the radio or 
television. 

news conference n a meeting held by an of¬ 

ficial or a famous person to answer journal¬ 
ists’ questions □ The President held/called a 
news conference. 

New Scotland Yard « the headquarters of 
the Metropolitan Police, the police force in 
London. 

newsdealer ['niu:zdi:l3r] n US a person who runs 
a store selling newspapers and magazines, 

newsflash ['n-iuizflaej] n GB a short radio or 
television program that announces an im¬ 
portant item of very recent news, usually in 
the middle of another program, 

newsletter ['n-iuizletal n a short printed report 
produced regularly for the employees or 
customers of a company, or members of an 
organization. 

newsman ['nJuizmasn] (pi newsmen [-man]) n a 
reporter for a newspaper or a radio or tele¬ 
vision station. 

New South Wales a state in southeastern 
Australia, on the Pacific coast. It is Aus¬ 
tralia’s most densely populated and econom¬ 
ically important state, size: 801,428 sq kms. 
population: 5,731,926. capital: Sydney, 

newspaper ['n-iu:zpeip3r] n -1. a set of large 
sheets of printed paper that is published 
every day or week and contains news, 
photographs, advertisements etc; a company 
that publishes this □ a newspaper article □ a 
daily/national newspaper □ / used to work for a 
newspaper. -2. old newspapers, usually when 
used for purposes other than reading □ a 
package wrapped in newspaper. 

newspaperman ['nju:zp3rma;n] (pi newspaper¬ 
men [-man]) n a journalist who works for a 
newspaper. 

newsprint ['niuizprint] n cheap rough paper 
on which newspapers are printed, 

newsreader ['niu:zri:dar] n GB a person who 
reads the news on the radio or television, 

newsreel ['nJu:zri:I] n a short news film with a 
commentary that used to be shown in cin¬ 
emas. 

newsroom ['niu:zru:m] n an office at a news¬ 
paper or a radio or television station where 
news is collected and prepared for publica¬ 
tion or broadcasting. 

newssheet ['n-iuizfkt] n a small newspaper, 
usually consisting of one or two pages, 

newsstand ['n-Hnzstaend] n a place where 
newspapers are sold, especially a very small 
store or a box on a street. 

newsworthy ['niu:zw3:rdi] adj [event, remark] 

that is important or interesting enough to be 
reported in the news. 

newt [Nuit] n a small animal like a lizard that 
lives partly on land and partly in water, 

new technology « the use of computers and 
other automatic systems in business and in¬ 
dustry. 

New Territories [us .nui'terstoiriz, GB ,nju:- 
terstariz]: the New Territories part of main¬ 
land Hong Kong, leased by Great Britain 
from China and due to be returned with the 
rest of Hong Kong by 1997. 
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New Testament n the New Testament the 
part of the Bible that describes the life of 
Christ and the early history of Christianity. 
NOTE: Compare Old Testament. 

Newton ['niuitn], Sir Isaac (1642-1727) a Brit¬ 
ish scientist, astronomer, and mathematician 
who discovered the law of gravity, 

new town n in Britain, a town that has been 
planned and built all at the same time, espe¬ 
cially using government money, 

new wave n a group or movement in politics 
or the arts that deliberately uses new ideas 
□ He is one of the new wave of crime writers. 

New World n the New World North, Central, 
and South America. 

New Year n -1. the time when people cel¬ 
ebrate the beginning of the year □ We're 
spending New Year with my in-laws. -2. the New 

Year the first few days or weeks of next 
January □ I'll see you in the New Year. □ New 
Year celebrations. ■ Happy New Year! a greet¬ 
ing used at the start of a new year. 

NEW YEAR 
In the USA, Australia, and Britain people 
have parties on New Year’s Eve (December 
31) to “see in” the New Year. When the 
clocks strike midnight, everyone wishes 
each other “Happy New Year” and hugs or 
kisses each other. A traditional song, Auld 
Lang Syne, is often sung. The next day, New 
Year’s Day (January 1), is a public holiday in 
the USA, Australia, and Britain. 

New Year's Day tt the first day of the year, 
January 1. 

New Year's Eve n the last day of the year, 
December 31 □ a New Year's Eve party. 

New York (City) [-'jo:rk-] the largest city in 
the USA and the most important financial 
center in the world, in New York State on 
the Atlantic Coast, abbreviation: NYC. popu¬ 

lation: 7,322,564. 

New Yorker [-'jD:rk3r] tt a person who comes 
from or lives in New York. 

New York (State) a state in the northeastern 
USA. abbreviation: NY. size: 128,400 sq kms. 
population: 17,990,455. capital: Albany, oth¬ 

er major cities: Buffalo, New York. 

New Zealand [-’ziibnd] a country consisting 
of two large islands (North Island and South 
Island) in the southern Pacific Ocean, size: 

270,000 sq kms. population: 3,500,000 (New 
Zealanders). capital: Wellington, language: 

English, currency: New Zealand dollar. 

New Zealander [-'zi:bnd3r] n a person who 
comes from or lives in New Zealand. 

next [nekst] o det & pron -1. the next time/ 
flight the first time/flight after now or some 
other time that has been mentioned □ I'll tell 
him the next time I see him. □ What s next on 
the agenda? □ The next (person) to arrive was 
Paul. □ "Next, please," said the doctor. ■ next 
month/year the month/year after this pres¬ 
ent one □ There's a meeting next Friday. ■ the 
week after next the week that follows the 

next one. -2. the next room/page/street the 
room/page/street that one comes to first □ 
Take the next turning on the right. □ We missed 
our stop and had to get off at the next one. □ 
These are too small, can I try the next size up? 
o odv -1. (happen, go] immediately afterward 
□ What happened next? -2. (meet, visit] again □ 
When I next saw him he was looking much older. 
-3. the next best/biggest the one that is a lit¬ 
tle less good/big than the one just men¬ 
tioned □ Our next oldest child is Sally. □ Mining 
is the next most important industry. 

♦ next to prep -1. beside <a place, person> 
etc □ She sat down next to me. □ It's the tall 
building next to the hardware store. -2. closest 
to sthg in order □ Next to cooking, I enjoy gar¬ 
dening best, m next to nothing almost nothing 
□ / know next to nothing about computers. 

next door adv (live, go] in or to the nearest 
house, room etc on either side of another 
house, room etc □ I'm just going next door. □ 
Our house is right next door to the park. 

♦ next-door odj one's next-door neighbor the 
person who lives next door to one. 

next of kin n law one’s closest living relative 
or relatives □ The next of kin have been in¬ 
formed. 

NF o n abbr of National Front, o abbr of New¬ 
foundland. 

NFL (abbr of National Football League) n the 
NFL the organization in charge of profes¬ 
sional football in the USA. 

NG n abbr of National Guard. 

NGO (abbr of non-governmental organization) n 
an organization that is not financed by a 
government. 

NH abbr of New Hampshire. 

NHL {abbr of National Hockey League) n the 
NHL a league of US and Canadian profes¬ 
sional hockey teams. 

NHS ft abbr of National Health Service. 

Nl o « abbr of National Insurance, o abbr of 
Northern Ireland. 

Niagara Falls [nauaegsra-] a large waterfall be¬ 
tween Lake Erie and Lake Ontario on the 
US-Canadian border. It is about 50 meters 
high, and is a major tourist attraction. 

nib [mb] tt the small pointed metal part at the 
end of a pen through which the ink flows 
onto the paper □ a pen nib □ a gold nib. 

nibble ['mbl] o vt to take small bites from <a 
piece of food> □ She was nibbling an apple. 
o vi [animal, person] The squirrel was nibbling at 

or on a nut. 
♦ nibbles tipi small things to eat with one’s 

fingers at a party, e.g. nuts or potato chips. 

NICAM [ naikasm] {abbr of near-instantaneous 
compound audio multiplexing) ft a system for 
transmitting high quality sound along with a 
normal TV picture □ a Nicam stereo TV. 

Nicaragua [US ,nika'ra:gwa, GB -'ragjua] the 
largest country in Central America. In the 
1980s a civil war was fought there between 
the left-wing Sandinista government and the 
right-wing Contras, size: 148,000 sq kms. 
population: 3,900,000 {Nicaraguans), capital: 
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Managua, language: Spanish, currency: cor¬ 
doba. 

nice [nais] o adj -1. [dress, house, food, day] 

that one finds pleasant to look at, be in etc 
□ She looks very nice in that dress. □ It tastes 
very nice. □ It's nice out today. □ She's really nice 
to work with. □ It was so nice to see them again. 
□ It's nice that you were able to come. ■ have a 
nice day! a phrase used to say goodbye, es¬ 

pecially to customers in a store, restaurant, 

hotel etc. ■ nice to meet you! a greeting used 

when one is introduced to somebody. 

-2. [person, remark] kind and friendly □ He's 
such a nice man. □ She's always been very nice 
to me. □ It was nice of you to help with the 
cleaning. □ That's not a very nice thing to dol ■ 
nice and warm/quiet etc warm/quiet etc in a 

way one finds pleasant (informal use) □ It's 
nice and comfortable here. 
o adv a nice hot bath/meal etc a hot bath/ 

meal etc that one finds very pleasant □ What 
I need is a nice cold drink. 

nice-looking [-lukirj] adj [boy, girl, car] that one 

finds attractive. 

nicely ['naisli] adv -1. [dress, decorate] in a way 

one finds attractive □ The room was nicely fur¬ 
nished. -2. [speak, ask, behave] in a pleasant, 

kind, or polite way □ If you ask her nicely, I'm 
sure she'll lend you the money. -3. we are man¬ 
aging or doing nicely we are pleased with the 

way things are going. ■ that will do nicely a 

phrase used to say that one can accept or 

use something that somebody is offering, 

especially money □ "Can I leave you a $20 de¬ 
posit?" — "Yes, that'll do very nicely, thanks." 

nicety ['naisati] {pi niceties) n the niceties small 

precise details of how to do things □ the 
social/legal niceties. 

niche [US mtj, GB ni:f] n -1. [in a wall] a shallow 
hollow place in a wall, usually for holding a 
small statue or lamp. -2. [for a person] a suit¬ 
able, safe, or comfortable position or job □ 
Joan soon found a niche for herself in accounting. 

niche marketing n marketing aimed at a spe¬ 

cialized, usually small, market. 

nick [mk] On-1. a short thin cut in the sur¬ 

face of something, e.g. one’s skin, usually 

made by accident □ The knife had made a tiny 
nick in the table. -2. phrase in the nick of time 
at the last possible moment □ They arrived 
just in the nick of time to catch the plane, o vt 
-1. [chin, skin, piece of wood] to make a nick 

in <sthg> □ He nicked his chin or nicked himself 
on the chin while shaving. -2. GB [money, car] to 

steal <sthg> (informal use) □ My wallet got 
nicked at the pub. 

nickel ['mkl] n -1. chemistry a hard, silver- 
white, metal element used in plating objects 
and making stainless steel. SYMBOL: Ni. 
-2. finance a coin worth five cents in the 
USA and Canada. 

nickname ['mkneim] o n an informal name 
given to somebody or something, o vt to 
give <sb>/sthg a nickname □ New York is 
nicknamed the Big Apple. □ His first name is 
Charles, but he's nicknamed "Chuck". 

nicotine ['nikatiin] n a poisonous addictive 

substance found in tobacco that leaves a 
brownish-yellow stain □ nicotine-stained fin¬ 
gers. 

nicotine patch n a small strip of material 
containing nicotine that can be stuck onto 
one’s skin, used by people trying to give up 
smoking. 

niece [ni:s] « a daughter of one’s brother or 
sister; a daughter of the brother or sister of 
one’s husband or wife. 

Nielsen Ratings ['niilsan-] npl the Nielsen Rat¬ 
ings in the USA, a set of statistics that show 
how many people watch the most popular 
television programs. 

Nietzsche ['ninja], Friedrich (1844-1900) a 
German philosopher who was against Chris¬ 
tianity and democracy. His most important 
work is Thus Spake Zarathustra. 

nifty ['nifti] (compar niftier, superl niftiest) adj 
that one likes because it is well made, 
useful, and attractive (informal use) □ That's a 
nifty little computer you have there! 

Niger ['naid3ar] -1. a country in northwestern 
Africa, north of Nigeria, consisting mainly of 
the southern Sahara Desert, size: 1,267,000 
sq kms. population: 8,500,000 (Nigeriens). 
capital: Niamey, language: French, currency: 

CFA franc. -2. the Niger (River) a river in 
northwestern Africa, flowing through Mali, 
Niger, and Nigeria into the Adantic Ocean. 

Nigeria [nai'd^iaria] a country in West Africa, 
on the Adantic coast. It is a major exporter 
of oil. size: 924,000 sq kms. population: 

95,100,000 (Nigerians). capital: Abuja, main 

cities: Lagos, Ibadan, language: English, cur¬ 
rency: naira. 

Nigerian [nai'dsmrian] n & adj: see Nigeria. 

Nigerien [nai'dsiarian] n & adj: see Niger. 

niggardly ['nigardli] adj [person, gift] that one 
thinks is not generous enough (disapproving 
use) □ He was offered a niggardly amount as 
compensation for his injuries. 

niggle ['mgl] o vt -1. [problems, doubts] to wor¬ 
ry or annoy <sb> slighdy, especially for a 
long time. -2. [person] to criticize <sb> all 
the time about small and unimportant 
things, o vi -1. [problems, doubts] There's 
something that's been niggling at me all day. 
-2. [person] Stop niggling at me! 

niggling ['niglirj] adj [pain, doubt, criticism] that 
is slighdy worrying or annoying and that 
one cannot stop thinking about. 

nigh [nai] adv near, especially in time (literary 
use). ■ well nigh almost. 

night [nait] n -1. the time between the end of 
one day and the beginning of the next, 
when it is dark □ It rained in or during the 
night, a The job will take all night. □ A room costs 
$50 a night. □ a night flight. -2. the darkness af¬ 
ter the day □ Night was falling. -3. the part of 
the night before one goes to bed, especially 
when it is used for entertainment or enjoy¬ 
ment □ Did you go out last night? -4. phrases at 
night in the evening □ I'm always in bed by 11 
o'clock at night, m night and day all the time 
without stopping □ I've been working night and 
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day to get the job finished. ■ a night off an eve¬ 
ning when one does not have to work □ It's 
the housekeeper's night off tonight, m to have a 
night out to spend an evening outside the 
home, enjoying oneself □ What you really need 
is a good night out. ■ to have an early/a late 
night to go to bed early/late □ I've decided to 
have an early night tonight. 

♦ nights adv most nights; every night □ Nights 
I like to read. □ He works nights. 

nightcap ['naitkasp] n a drink, usually alcohol¬ 
ic, that one has before going to bed. 

nightclothes ['naitklooz] npl the clothes that 
one wears in bed at night, 

nightclub ['naitkUb] n a place where people can 
drink, dance, or see a show late at night, 

night depository [us -di'ppzatoiri, gb -'pDzitari] 
n a hole in the outside wall of a bank where 
customers can leave money and checks after 
the bank is closed, 

nightdress [’naitdres] n = nightgown, 

nightfall ['naitfoil] n the time when it gets 
dark at night □ Make sure you're back home by 
nightfall. 

nightgown ['naitgaun] n a loose dress worn 
by women in bed. 

nightie ['naiti] n = nightgown (informal use), 

nightingale ['naitiggeil] n a small brown bird 
known for its beautiful song. 

Nightingale [’naitirjgeil], Florence (1820-1910) 
a British nurse who set up a hospital for 
soldiers during the Crimean War. She 
helped to develop nursing as a profession, 

nightlife ['naitlaif] n the different activities 
and events, e.g. bars, nightclubs, or theaters, 
that are available in a particular place at 
night for entertainment □ The town has plenty 
of/no nightlife. 

nightlight ['naitlait] n a small lamp or candle 
used to light a bedroom, hall etc at night, 

nightly [’naitli] o adj [event, visit, broadcast] 
that takes place every night □ a nightly news 
program, o adv [happen, appear, visit] every 
night □ Miss Akade performs twice nightly at the 
Apollo Theater. 

nightmare ['naitmea'] n -1. a dream that is 
frightening □ / started having terrible night¬ 
mares. -2. a situation or experience that is 
very difficult or unpleasant □ Getting to work 
today was a real nightmare. 

nightmarish ['naitmearif] adj [experience, jour¬ 
ney] that is frightening and unpleasant, 

night owl n a person who often likes to stay 
up late to work, read, go out etc. 

night porter n a person whose job is to stay 
at the reception desk of a hotel at night 
when most of the staff have stopped work, 

night safe n GB = night depository, 

night school n classes that take place in the 
evening, usually for adults □ / learned Spanish 

at night school. 

night shift n a fixed period during the night 
when employees in a factory, hospital etc 
work; the group of people who work during 
this time o He's on the night shift this week. 

nightshirt ['naitf3:rt] n a long loose shirt worn 
by men in bed. 

nightspot ['naitspDt] n a nightclub or other 
place of entertainment that opens at night, 

nightstick ['naitstik] n US a long stick used as 
a weapon by policemen, 

night-time [’naittaim] n the time when it is 
dark □ Owls come out at night-time. 

night watchman n a person whose job is to 
guard a building or workplace at night, 

nightwear ['naitwear] n clothes that are de¬ 
signed to be worn in bed. 

nihilism ['nanlizm] « the belief that personal 
freedom is more important than all social, 
political, and religious institutions. 

Nikkei [m'kei] n the Nikkei (index or average) 
the average of the current price of the 
shares of 225 Japanese companies sold on 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange, 

nil [ml] n -1. nothing; zero a We've kept price 
increases down to almost nil. -2. GB sport a 
score of zero in soccer and some other 
games □ We lost two-nil. 

Nile [nail]: the Nile (River) the world’s longest 
river, flowing through Uganda, Sudan, and 
Egypt into the Mediterranean Sea. 

nimble ['nimbi] adj -1. [fingers, person] able to 
make quick, light, neat movements. -2. 
[mind] able to think quickly, 

nimbly ['nimbli] adv [move, step, climb] see nim¬ 
ble. 

nine [nain] num the number 9; see also five. ■ 
nine times out of ten almost always, 

nineteen fnain'tim] num the number 19; see 
also fifteen. 

nineteenth [,nain'ti:n0] num 19th; number 19 
in a series; see also fifteenth □ the nineteenth 
century. 

ninetieth ['naintisG] num 90th; number 90 in a 
series; see also fiftieth. 

ninety ['nainti] num the number 90; see also 

fifty. 

ninth [nainG] num 9th; number 9 in a series; 
see also fifth. 

nip [nip] (ft & pp> nipped, cont nipping) o n 
-1. [by an animal] a small painful pinch or bite 
□ The dog gave me a playful nip on the leg. 
-2. [of liquid] a small amount of alcoholic 
drink □ a nip of brandy. -3. phrase there's a nip 
in the air it’s slighdy cold, o vt -1. to catch 
<sthg> between two sharp points or edges 
□ / nipped my finger in the door. -2. to bite 
<sb/sthg> without doing much damage □ 
The dog nipped me on the ankle, o vi GB to go 
somewhere quickly and for a short time (in¬ 
formal use) □ I'm just nipping into town/out to the 

post office. 

nipple [’mpl] n -1. [of a person] one of the two 
pinkish-brown circles of skin on one’s chest. 
A baby sucks milk through its mother’s nip¬ 
ples. -2. US [for a baby's bottle] a rubber or 
plastic piece on a baby’s bottle, through 

which the baby drinks. 

nippy fnipi] (compar nippier, super! nippiest) 
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adj [weather, morning! rather cold □ It's a little 
nippy out this morning. 

nirvana [ni3r'va:na] it -1. religion in Buddhism 
and Hinduism, the highest spiritual state. 
-2. a place or state of complete happiness. 

nitpicking f'nrtpikig] o n the act of paying too 
much attention to unimportant details (dis¬ 
approving use), o adj: his nitpicking attitude. 

nitrate ['naitreit] n a chemical used mainly as 
a fertilizer for growing crops. 

nitric acid [.naitrik-] n a powerful chemical 
that is used in the manufacture of fertilizers 
and explosives. 

nitrogen [’naitrsdsan] n a colorless gas that 
forms most of the air we breathe. SYMBOL: 
N. 

nitroglycerin(e) [.naitrs'glisarin] n a powerful 
liquid chemical used to make explosives. 

nits [nits] npl the eggs of a tiny insect, the 
louse, that can live in people’s hair. 

nitty-gritty [.mti'griti] n to get down to the 
nitty-gritty to start talking or thinking about 
the most basic and important aspects of a 
problem. 

nitwit ['nitwit] n a silly person (informal use). 

nix [mks] US (informal use) o n nothing, o adv 
a word used to say that one disagrees with 
something □ He said nix on our plan, o vt [plan, 
decision] to reject <sthg>. 

Nixon ['mkson], Richard (1913-1994) US 
President from 1969 to 1974. He resigned 
after the Watergate scandal. 

NJ ahbr of New Jersey. 

NLF (abbr of National Liberation Front) n the 
NLF any revolutionary movement whose 
aim is to win independence for a country or 
region. 

NM abbr of New Mexico. 

no [nou] (pi noes or nos) o adv -1. used to 
show that something is not true □ "Would 
you like some more?" — “No, thanks." □ "That's 
what you said." — “No it isn't!" -2. used to 
show that one will not do, allow, or accept 
something. □ "Can I watch TV?" — "No, you 
can't." -3. no later/bigger etc than... not 
later/bigger etc than a particular maximum 
time or amount □ This computer is no more ex¬ 
pensive than the old model, 

o det -1. not any; not one □ No other battery 
looks like it or lasts like it. □ I have no choice but 
to tell her. □ There's no time to lose. □ No two 
prints are ever the same, m there's no telling 
what might happen it’s impossible to tell 
what will happen. -2. not a □ She's no fool! □ 
It's no easy job. 

On-1. a negative answer □ Was that a yes or 
a no? -2. a vote against something. ■ the 
noes have it the majority of people have vot¬ 
ed “no”. 

No., no. abbr of number. 

Noah [’nooa] in the Bible, the man who built 
the ark, a large boat, to save his family and 
two of each kind of animal when the Earth 
was flooded. 

nobble [’nobl] vt GB -1. to drug <a racehorse> 

illegally so that it runs slower in a race. 
-2. to try to influence <a member of a jury> 
by bribing or threatening them. 

Nobel [nou'bel], Alfred (1833-1896) a Swe¬ 
dish scientist. He invented dynamite, and 
established and funded the Nobel prizes. 

Nobel prize n an international prize given 
every year to somebody who has done im¬ 
portant work for science, medicine, eco¬ 
nomics, literature, world peace etc □ the 
Nobel peace prize. 

nobility [nou'bibti] n -1. the nobility the peo¬ 
ple of the highest social class who have 
titles and own land. -2. [of somebody's charac¬ 
ter, appearance] see noble. 

noble [’noubl] o adj -1. [person] who is honest, 
brave, and helps other people without 
thinking of themselves □ That was a noble 
gesture! -2. [bearing, statue] that looks impres¬ 
sive and dignified. -3. of noble birth belong¬ 
ing to the nobility. On a person who be¬ 
longs to the nobility. 

nobleman [’noublman] {pi noblemen [-man]) n a 
man who belongs to the nobility. 

noblewoman [’noublwuman] (pi noblewomen) 
n a woman who belongs to the nobility. 

nobly [’noubli] adv [act, behave] see noble. 

nobody ['noubadi] (pi nobodies) o pron not a 
single person □ There's nobody here. □ Nobody 
asked you! □ "Did you talk to anyone?" — "No¬ 
body in particular. " o « an unimportant person 
(disapproving use) □ He’s just a nobody! 

no-claim(s) bonus n a reduction in the cost 
of a car insurance policy that is given if no 
claims have been made during a particular 
period. 

nocturnal [nok't3:rnl] adj -1. [visit, voyage] that 
happens at night o He used to take long noctur¬ 
nal walks. -2. [animal] that is active at night □ 
Badgers are mostly nocturnal. 

nod [nod] (pt St pp nodded, cont nodding) o « a 
movement of the head forward and back □ 
She gave an approving nod. □ With a brief nod in 
my direction, he left the room, o vt to nod one’s 
head to move one’s head forward and then 
back, to show that one agrees to, approves 
of, or wants to encourage something, o vi 
-1. to nod one’s head to say “yes” □ / asked 
him if he'd understood and he nodded. -2. to 
point to somebody or something by nod¬ 
ding one’s head □ The chairman asked who 
was responsible and Jean nodded in my direction. 
-3. to nod to sb to nod one’s head as a way 
of saying hello’ to sb □ He nodded to me as 
I passed. 

♦ nod off vi to fall asleep for a short time. 

node [noud] n -1. [on a diagram] a point where 
two lines cross each other. -2. [on a plant] the 
place on the stem of a plant where a leaf or 
bud grows □ a leaf node. 

nodule [us 'nDd3u:l, gb -ju:l] » a small lump 
on a person’s body or on a plant. 

no-go area n gb [for women, the police] an area 
where it is dangerous for particular people 
t° go; [for the public] an area to which police 
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and soldiers are preventing people from go¬ 
ing. 

noise [noiz] n -1. a sound, usually made by an 
animal or thing rather than a person □ Did 
you hear a noise? -2. loud and unpleasant 
sounds that disturb people □ There is a lot of 
noise from the construction site. 

noiseless ['noizbs] adj [appliance, exhaust] that 
does not produce any noise, 

noiselessly ['noizbsli] adv [move, close] see 
noiseless. 

noisily ['noizili] adv [play, call] see noisy, 

noisy [’noizi] (compar noisier, superl noisiest) 
adj -1. [child, crowd, machine] that makes a lot 
of noise □ Do you have to be so noisy? -2. [city, 
party, room] that is full of noise □ It's so noisy 
in here. 

nomad ['noumaed] n a member of a people 
that has no fixed home but camps in differ¬ 
ent places. 

nomadic [noo'maedik] adj [person, tribe] see no¬ 
mad. 

no-man's-land tt a piece of land between the 
territories of groups or countries that are 
fighting. 

nominal ['nDmanI] adj -1. [leader, head, Catholic] 
who has a particular job or status officially 
but does not carry out the particular role □ a 

nominal head of state. -2. [fee, charge, price] 
that is small compared with its true value or 
cost □ We were charged a nominal rent. 

nominally [‘nmnanali] adv a word used to say 
that somebody or something has a particular 
status officially but not in reality □ Nominally, 
the country is Communist. 

nominate ['nomaneit] vt -1. [candidate, work] to 
suggest <sb/sthg> as a candidate for an offi¬ 
cial position or an award □ She's been nomi¬ 
nated as a Republican candidate. □ The book has 
been nominated for several prizes. -2. to choose 
<sb> for an important job □ He was nominat¬ 
ed (as) chairman or to the chairmanship. 

nomination [.nDma'neiJn] n -1. [of a candidate, 
book] the act of suggesting somebody or 
something as a candidate for an official posi¬ 
tion or an award □ This week we can expect 
nominations for the Presidential race. □ The Oscar 
nominations held few surprises. -2. the act of 
choosing somebody for an important job □ 
the nomination of another woman to a senior 

Cabinet position. 

nominee [.nDma'ni:] n a person who is nomi¬ 
nated for a job or an award, 

non- [non] prefix added to words to mean not 
□ non-French nationals. 

nonaddictive firmna'diktiv] adj [drug, medicine, 
substance] that is not addictive, 

nonaggression [.nons'grejn] n the idea that 
countries should not attack each other □ a 

policy of nonaggression □ a nonaggression pact. 

nonalcoholic [.nDnaelka'holik] adj [wine, beer] 
that contains little or no alcohol, 

nonaligned finDna’laind] adj [country, state] that 
does not support a larger country or group 
of countries, especially a world power. 

nonbeliever [.nunbi'li:v3r] n a person who 
does not believe in God. 

nonchalant [US .nDnJa'kunt, GB 'nDnJabnt] adj 
[remark, behavior] that seems to show that 

somebody is calm and not worried about 

something □ He seems very nonchalant about 
his future. 

nonchalantly [US .nonj's'lamtli, GB 'nDriJatantli] 

adv [say, behave, look] see nonchalant. 

noncombatant [US .nDnksm'baetnt, GB .nDn- 

’kDmbatant] n a person who does not take 

part in actual fighting but is involved in a 

military struggle in an indirect way. 

noncommissioned officer fintmkamij'nd-] « a 
low-ranking officer in the armed forces, e.g. 
a corporal or sergeant, who did not join the 
army as an officer. 

noncommittal [.nDnks'mitI] adj [person, answer, 
attitude] that does not express any firm ideas 

or intentions □ He was very noncommittal 
about the whole thing. 

noncompetitive finDnkam'petstiv] adj [sports, 
games] that do not involve competition with 

other people. 

non compos mentis [-kDmpas'mentss] adj to 
be non compos mentis to be unable to think 
clearly, often because of mental illness (tech¬ 
nical or humorous use). 

nonconformist [.nonkon'fodmsst] o n a person 

who thinks or behaves in a way that is dif¬ 

ferent from that of most other people, 

o adj: a nonconformist politician/attitude. 

noncontributory [us .nDnksn'tnbjstoiri, GB 

-jutsri] adj [pension plan] that is paid for by 

the employer rather than by contributions 

from the employee. 

noncooperation [.nDnkooDpa'reiJh] n a way of 

protesting to people in authority by refusing 

to do work that one is not officially required 

to do. 

nondescript [US .nondi'skript, GB 'imndiskript] 

adj [house, color] that is so ordinary that one 

cannot think of anything interesting to say 

about it. 

nondrinker [pnDn'drigk3r] n a person who does 

not drink alcohol. 

nondrip [.imn'drip] adj [paint] that is very thick 

and so less likely to run down the wall or 

the brush than ordinary paint. 

none [nAn] o pron -1. not any (used to refer 
back to uncountable nouns) □ / went to buy 
some bread but there was none left. □ "Do you 
have any money?" — “No, none at all. □ His 
new record has none of his old brilliance. ■ (I II 
have) none of it! I won’t allow it! □ / tried to 
buy him another drink but he would have none of 
it. -2. not one person or thing (used to refer 
back to plural nouns) □ They had none left. □ 
None of us really knows or know the answer. 
o adv none the worse/better not any worse/ 
better than before (used with comparative 
adjectives) □ She's none the worse for her ad¬ 
venture. ■ to be none the wiser to still not 
understand something □ He explained to me 
how it works, but I'm still none the wiser, m to be 
none too pleased/smart to be not at all 
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pleased/smart □ They agreed, but you could see 
they were none too happy about it. 

nonentity [no'nentsti] (/?/ nonentities) « a person 
who lacks personality and is unimportant, 

nonessential [.nom'sen/l] o adj that is not 
completely necessary □ nonessential spending/ 
items, o tt something that is not completely 
necessary. 

nonetheless [.nAnds'les] adv in spite of this □ 
She is very busy, but she will try to contact you 
nonetheless. □ The deal has already been signed. 
Nonetheless, it is still possible to negotiate new 
terms. 

non-event n a planned event that turns out 
to be very disappointing □ The party was a 
complete non-event. 

nonexecutive director [.nnmgzekjstiv-] n a di¬ 
rector of a company who is not an em¬ 
ployee of that company, 

nonexistent [.nDnig'zistsnt] adj [chance, ad¬ 

dress, person] that does not exist □ Security is 
so poor as to be almost nonexistent. 

nonfattening [.nmi'faetnig] adj [food] that is 
nourishing but does not make one fat. 

nonfiction [.nDn'fikfn] n writing that is based 
on fact, e.g. a biography □ / prefer to read non¬ 
fiction. 

nonflammable [.non'flaemsbl] adj [material] that 
will not catch fire or burn easily, 

noninfectious [.nonin'fekfss] adj [disease] that 
cannot be passed from one person to another, 

noninflammable [.nDnin'flaenwbl] adj = non¬ 
flammable. 

noninterference [,nDnint3r'fi3r3ns], noninter¬ 
vention [,nDmnt3r'venfn] « the act of avoid¬ 
ing any involvement in a dispute, war etc □ 
They have decided to adopt a policy of noninter¬ 
vention. 

non-iron adj [fabric, shirt] that does not crease 
and so does not need to be ironed, 

nonmalignant [.riDnms'lignsnt] adj [tumor, 

growth, lump] that will not cause serious ill¬ 
ness or death. 

nonmember [,nDn'memb3r] « a person who is 
not a member of a particular club or asso¬ 
ciation. 

nonnegotiable [.nnnni'goujiabl] adj [salary, con¬ 

ditions] that is fixed at a level or in a way 
that cannot be changed by discussion □ 
These terms are nonnegotiable. 

no-no n something that is considered to be 
unacceptable (informal use). 

no-nonsense adj [attitude, approach] that is 
concerned only with the practical and im¬ 
portant aspects of something, 

nonoperational [.nnnnpa'reifnal] adj [machine, 
factory, service] that is not working, 

nonparticipation fnDnpaitisi'peiJn] n the act 
of not taking part in a particular event or 
project □ The Games were marred by the 
nonparticipation of the Soviet Union. 

nonpayment fnDn'peimsnt] n [of tax, rent, debt] 

a failure to pay somebody the money that is 
owed to them □ You know you can be arrested 
for nonpayment of fines. 

nonplussed [,nDn'pL\st] adj to be nonplussed 
to be so surprised or confused that one does 
not know what to say. 

non-profit us, non-profit-making gb adj [or¬ 
ganization, charity] that is run to help people 
rather than to make a profit. 

nonproliferation [.nDnpralifs'reifn] n the limit¬ 
ing of the spread of nuclear weapons by in¬ 
ternational agreements □ a nonproliferation 
treaty. 

nonrenewable [.nonri'n-iuiabl] adj -1. [contract, 
agreement] that cannot be renewed when it 
ends. -2. [resources, fuels] that exist in limit¬ 
ed quantities that cannot be replaced when 
they have been used up □ nonrenewable 
sources of energy. 

nonresident [.non'rezidsnt] n -1. [of a country] a 
person who is visiting a particular country 
but does not normally live there. -2. [of a ho¬ 
tel] a person who uses the facilities of a ho¬ 
tel but does not spend the night there. 

nonreturnable [1nDnrilt3:rn3bl] adj -1. [bottle] 
that cannot be returned to the seller for 
money when empty. -2. [deposit] that will 
not be refunded in any circumstances. 

nonsense [’nonssns] o n -1. an idea, sugges¬ 
tion, comment etc that one thinks is stupid 
or untrue □ His accusations are utter nonsense. 
-2. behavior that one thinks is stupid and 
annoying □ Stop this nonsense now! -3. 
spoken or written words that do not make 
any sense □ You're talking nonsenseI ■ to make 
(a) nonsense of sthg [of a claim, promise] to 
cause sthg to appear untrue or worthless □ 
This report makes nonsense of what officials 
have been saying, o excl used to show that 
one thinks a comment or idea is silly or un¬ 
true □ Nonsense! I don't believe a word of it! □ 
You, shy? Nonsense! 

nonsensical [non'sensikl] adj [scheme, argu¬ 
ment] that one thinks is stupid or ridiculous 
□ It would be absolutely nonsensical to try to 
leave now. 

non sequitur [-’sekw3t3r] n a statement that is 
not connected logically with what has just 
been said, and is therefore confusing. 

nonshrink [.non'fngk] adj [fabric, garment] that 
will not shrink when washed. 

nonskid [.non'skid] adj [tire] that is designed to 
reduce the chances of skidding. 

nonslip [.non'slip] adj [mat, sole] that is de- 
signed to reduce the chances of slipping □ a 
nonslip floor surface. 

nonsmoker [lnDn'smouk3r] n a person who 
does not smoke □ I've been a nonsmoker all my 
life. 

non-smoking adj a non-smoking seat/area etc 
a seat/an area etc where one is not allowed 
to smoke □ Would you like smoking or non¬ 
smoking? 

nonstarter [,nDn'sta:rt3r] n a person or plan 
that has no chance of succeeding (informal 
use) □ The idea could turn out to be a nonstarter. 

nonstick [.non'stik] adj [pan] that is coated 
with a material that stops food from stick- 
ing □ The frying pan has a nonstick surface. 
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nonstop [,nDn'stDp] o adj -1. [trip, flight] that is 
made without stopping □ a nonstop flight to 
Australia. -2. [program, music, rain] that con¬ 
tinues for a long time without a pause □ We 
had 90 minutes of nonstop fun. o adv [talk, 

work] without stopping □ I've been working 
eight hours nonstop. 

nontaxable [.non'taskssbl] adj [income] that one 
does not have to pay tax on. 

nontoxic [.mm'tDksik] adj [paint, waste] that is 
not poisonous or harmful, 

nontransferable [.nmitraens'fairabl] adj [mem¬ 

bership, ticket] that can only be used by the 
person whose name is on it. 

nonviolence [.non'vaiabns] n the use of peace¬ 
ful methods rather than violence to try to 
make political changes in society, 

nonvoter [,nDn'vout3r] n a person who choos¬ 
es not to vote; a person who cannot vote, 

nonvoting [.nDn'vootig] adj -1. [member] who 
does not have the right to vote. -2. [shares] 

that do not give the holder the right to vote, 

nonwhite [,nDn'wait] o « a person who is not 
of European origin, o adj: a nonwhite area/ 
neighborhood. 

noodles ['nuidlz] np>l long strips of dried 
dough that are boiled and eaten in soup or 
with meat □ egg noodles. 

nook [nok] n a small place that provides shel¬ 
ter. ■ every nook and cranny every possible 
place in a particular space □ I've searched 
every nook and cranny, but I can't find it. 

noon [nu:n] n 12 o’clock in the middle of the 
day □ It's twelve noon. □ the noon heat/sun. 

noonday ['nuindei] n noon (old-fashioned or lit¬ 
erary use). 

no one prott = nobody. 

noose [nu:s] n a loop made at the end of a 
piece of rope that gets tighter when one 
pulls it. 

no-place adv US = nowhere. 

nor [no:r] o adv nor do I and I do not (used af¬ 
ter a negative sentence to make it apply to 
somebody or something else) □ "/ don’t 
smoke." — "Nor do I." □ They can't cut prices 
any further, and nor can we. □ "/ haven't seen it 
yet." — "Nor have /." or "Nor me." o conj 
neither...nor... used in front of the second of 
two negative statements or facts □ That re¬ 
mark is neither funny nor true. □ Neither he nor 
Gina has spoken to me since. 

Nordic ['no:rdik] adj [person] who comes from 
northern Europe □ a Nordic language. 

Norf abbr of Norfolk. 

Norfolk [’noifak] a county in East Anglia, 
England, consisting mainly of farmland and 
marshes, size: 5,368 sq kms. population: 

744,300. administrative center: Norwich. 

Norfolk Broads: the Norfolk Broads a system 
of lakes and canals in Norfolk, England. It is 
a popular tourist center. 

Norfolk Island an island in the South Pacific, 
between New Caledonia and New Zealand, 
that belongs to Australia, size: 36 sq kms. 
POPULATION: 1,977. 

norm [no:rm] n -1. to be the norm to be what 
one would expect □ One-person households 
have become the norm in certain areas. -2. a 
standard or level that is required by law, 
usually to make sure that something is safe 
□ Certain safety norms must be observed before 
a ship can sail. 

normal ['no:rml] adj [behavior, day, person] that 
is not unusual or remarkable in any way □ Is 
it normal for you to get up so early? □ a normal, 
healthy baby □ It's not normal, the way she 
drinks. 

normalcy ['n3:rmlsi] tt US = normality. 

normality [nod'maebti] n the state of being 
normal □ Everything returned to normality. □ I'll 
be glad to get back to normality once this is over. 

normalize, -ise ['nodmalaiz] o vt [relations, ex¬ 

change rate] to make <sthg> normal again, 
o vi: The situation soon normalized. 

normally [’noihnali] adv -1. [eat, sleep, leave] a 
word used to say what usually happens or 
what is usually done □ He normally gets home 
about 6:00 pm. □ Normally she's very reliable. 
-2. [develop, function, react] see normal □ Every¬ 
thing is going along perfectly normally here. 

Norman ['nodmsn] o n a member of the 
northern French people who invaded Eng¬ 
land in the 11th century, o adj: Norman 
history/architecture □ the Norman Conquest. 

Normandy ['nodmsndi] an area of northern 
France, on the English Channel. 

Norse [no:rs] adj [person, language, custom] that 
comes from ancient Scandinavia. 

north [no:r9] o n the direction to the left of 
somebody who is facing the rising sun and 
in the top part of a map of a country, area 
etc □ Storm clouds are approaching from the 
north, o adj -1. [part of a city, region] that is 
situated in the north □ They live in North Bos¬ 
ton. -2. [side, coast] that faces the north o the 
north face of the Eiger. -3. [wind] that comes 
from the north □ The north wind is especially 
fierce in Manitoba, o adv [turn, head, drive] to¬ 
ward the north □ The room faces north. □ Seat¬ 
tle is north of Portland. 

♦ North n the North the northeastern states 
of the USA, especially during the Civil War; 
the northern counties of England; the richer 
countries in northern parts of the world, e.g. 
Europe, Japan, and North America. 

North Africa the countries of Morocco, Alge¬ 
ria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt. 

North African n & adj: see North Africa. 

North America the world’s third-Iargest con¬ 
tinent, consisting of Canada, the USA, and 

Mexico. 

North American n & adj\ see North America. 

Northamptonshire [nod'easmptsnJV] a county 
in central England, size: 2,367 sq kms. 
population: 570,300. administrative center: 

Northampton. 

Northants abbr of Northamptonshire. 

northbound ['no:r0baond] adj [traffic, train] that 
is moving toward the north □ There has been 
an accident in the northbound lane. 
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North Carolina [-kasrs'lains] a state in the 
eastern USA, between the Appalachian 
Mountains and the Atlantic Ocean, abbrevia¬ 

tion: NC. size: 126,387 sq kms. population: 

6,628,637 (North Carolinians), capital: Ra¬ 
leigh. 

Northd abbr of Northumberland. 

North Dakota [-da'kouta] a state in the central 
northern USA, on the Canadian border, ab¬ 

breviation: ND. size: 183,019 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 638,800 (North Dakotans), capital: Bis¬ 
marck. 

northeast [,no:r0'i:st] o n the direction that 
lies halfway between north and east □ To the 
northeast lies a large lake, o odj -1. [part of a 
city, region] that is situated in the northeast. 
-2. [side, coast] that faces the northeast. -3. 
[wind] that comes from the northeast, o adv 
[turn, head, drive] toward the northeast □ The 
ranch lies six miles northeast of Fenton. 

♦ Northeast n the Northeast the parts of a 
country or region that are situated in the 
northeast. 

Northeast Corridor: the Northeast Corridor 

the area along the northeastern coast of the 
USA, between Boston and Washington D.C. 

northeasterly [,n:>:r0'i:st3rli] odj -1. [part of a 
city, region] situated in the northeast □ in a 
northeasterly direction. -2. [wind] that comes 
from the northeast. 

northerly ['no:rSarli] odj -1. [part of a city, region] 
situated in the north □ in a northerly direction. 
-2. [wind] that comes from the north, 

northern ['noTdsTi] odj [accent, region] from or 
in the north of a country or area □ One of 
the largest forests in northern Europe. 

Northerner ['no:rd3rn3r] n a person from the 
north of a country or region. 

Northern Hemisphere n the Northern Hemi¬ 

sphere the part of the earth that is north of 
the equator. 

Northern Ireland the northeastern part of 
Ireland, that is part of the United Kingdom. 
size: 14,000 sq kms. population: 1,570,000 
(Northern Irish), capital: Belfast. 

W NORTHERN IRELAND 
When Ireland was a British colony, many 
English and Scottish Protestants went to live 
in the part of it that is now called Northern 
Ireland. In 1921 the rest of Ireland, which 
was mainly Catholic, became an independ¬ 
ent republic, but the mainly Protestant 
North chose to remain part of the UK. The 
Catholic minority in Northern Ireland, who 
were angry because they did not have equal 
opportunities in employment, housing etc, 
started a civil rights movement. Their pro¬ 
tests became violent, and extremist groups 
of Catholics and Protestants began to fight 
and kill each other. Many innocent people 
were also killed. In 1969 the British Army 
was sent in to try to keep the peace, but the 
violence continued until both sides declared 
a ceasefire in 1994. 

Northern Lights: the Northern Lights the col¬ 

ored lights that appear naturally in the sky 
at night over the countries nearest to the 
North Pole. 

northernmost ['no:r6arnmoost] odj [town, area] 

situated at the most northern point of a 
place. 

Northern Territory, the Northern Territory an 
administrative region of central northern 
Australia, size: 1,347,525 sq kms. population: 

154,000. capital: Darwin. 

North Island: the North Island the further 
north of the two islands of New Zealand. 
size: 114,729 sq kms. population: 2,438,249. 
main cities: Auckland, Hamilton, Wellington. 

North Korea a republic in the northern part 
of the Korean Peninsula, size: 120,500 sq 
kms. population: 22,600,000 (North Koreans). 
CAPrTAL: Pyongyang, language: Korean, cur¬ 

rency: won. 

North Pole: the North Pole the most northern 
point on Earth. 

North Sea o the North Sea part of the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean between eastern Britain and 
northern Europe. Oil and gas are extracted 
from below the seabed, o comp: a North Sea 
port □ North Sea oil. 

North Star: the North Star a star that is situ¬ 
ated in the sky above the North Pole and is 
traditionally used as a way of finding the 
north at night. 

Northumberland [na:r'0Amb3rbnd] a county in 
northeastern England, size: 5,032 sq kms. 
population: 303,500. administrative center: 
Morpeth. 

North Vietnam —> Vietnam. 

northward ['na:r0w3rd] o adj [direction, flight] 

toward the north, o adv toward the north. 

northwards ['no:r0w3rdz] adv [travel, head, face] 
= northward. 

northwest [,nD:r0'west] o adj -1. [part of a city, 

region] that is situated in the northwest. 
-2. [side, coast] that faces the northwest. -3. 
[wind] that comes from the northwest, o adv 
[turn, head, drive] toward the northwest □ It 
lies eighty miles northwest of the capital, o n the 
direction that lies halfway between north 
and west □ To the northwest lies a large pine 
forest. 

♦ Northwest n the Northwest the parts of a 
country or region that are situated in the 
northwest. 

northwesterly [.noPO'westali] adj -1. [part of a 

city, region) that is situated in the northwest 
□ in a northwesterly direction. -2. [wind] that 
comes from the northwest. 

Northwest Territories: the Northwest Terri¬ 

tories the northern part of Canada between 
the Yukon and Hudson Bay. abbreviation: 

NWT. size: 3,380,000 sq kms. population: 
57,649. capital: Yellowknife. 

North Yemen -> Yemen. 

Norway I'noTwei] a country in western Scan¬ 
dinavia, northern Europe, size: 325,000 sq 
kms. population: 4,300,000 (Norwegians). 
capital: Oslo, language: Norwegian, curren¬ 
cy: Norwegian krone. 
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Norwegian [n3:r'wi:d3n] n 8t adj: see Norway. 

Nos., nos. abbr of numbers, 

nose [nouz] n -1. [of a person] the part of the 
human face through which we smell and 
breathe □ He punched me on the nose. □ He 
tapped his nose with his finger. □ / have a runny 
nose. □ a broken nose. ■ to be under one's 

nose [book, pen, newspaper] to be very close 
to one and in a place where it can be easily 
seen, even though one cannot find it. ■ to 

cut off one's nose to spite one's face to do 
something when one is angry that is intend¬ 
ed to harm somebody but that harms one 
more than the other person. ■ to have a 

nose for sthg to have a natural instinct for 
finding sthg out □ Laura has a real nose for a 
good news story. ■ to keep one's nose out of 

sthg not to interfere in sthg that does not 
concern one □ Look, just keep your nose out of 
our business. ■ to look down one's nose at sb/ 
sthg to act as if one is better than sb/sthg. ■ 
to pay through the nose to pay a lot of mon¬ 
ey for something □ You can travel first-class, 
but you'll pay through the nose for the privilege. ■ 
to poke or stick one's nose into sthg to inter¬ 
fere in sthg that does not concern one, espe¬ 
cially by giving unwanted advice (informal 
use) □ He's always poking his nose into other 
people's business. ■ to turn up one's nose at 

sthg [at food, an offer, present] to refuse sthg 
in a way that suggests that one does not 
think it is good enough. -2. [of a plane, car] 

the front part of a vehicle. 
♦ nose about, nose around vi to look at 

other people’s private possessions, or ask 
about their affairs, in order to try and find 
out things that do not concern one □ There 
he was, nosing about in my office again. 

nosebag [’nouzbaeg] n a bag that is hung from 
a horse’s nose and contains food for it to 
eat. 

nosebleed [’nouzbliid] « bleeding that comes 
from the nose □ He had a severe nosebleed. 

nosecone ['nouzkoun] n [of a rocket, plane, mis¬ 
sile] the front section of an aircraft or space¬ 
craft that is shaped like a cone, 

nosedive ['noozdaiv] o n -1. [of a plane] a sud¬ 
den change of direction in which a plane 
starts heading toward the ground □ The jet 
went into a nosedive. -2. [of prices] a sudden 
sharp fall □ House prices took a nosedive in 
1990. o vi -1. [plane] to go into a nosedive. 
-2. [prices, hopes] to suddenly fall sharply □ 
The President's popularity nosedived after the rev¬ 
elations of corruption. 

nose job n a medical operation to change the 
shape of one’s nose so that it looks more at¬ 
tractive (informal use), 

nosey [’nouzi] adj = nosy, 

nosh [nDj] n GB food (informal use), 

nostalgia [no'staeld33] n a mixture of happy 
and sad feelings caused by memories of 
something in the past □ These old places are 

full of nostalgia for me. 

nostalgic [nt>'staeld3ik] adj [person, memory, vis¬ 
it] that is filled with nostalgia □ a nostalgic 

view of the past □ As they get older, people tend 
to get more nostalgic. 

Nostradamus finostrs'daimss] (1503-1566) a 
French astrologer who wrote a book that 
claimed to predict future events. 

nostril ['nDstral] n one of the two holes in the 
nose of a person or animal through which 
they breathe and smell. 

nosy [’nouzi] (compar nosier, super I nosiest) adj 
[person] who takes too much interest in oth¬ 
er people’s affairs □ Don't be nosy. 

not [not] adv -1. used to make a word, phrase, 
or sentence mean the opposite of what it 
says □ I'm not totally convinced by what he said. 
□ / came not because I wanted to but because I 
was told to. □ It's not right. □ This isn't the first 
time it's happened. □ They're coming, but she's 
not. □ They haven't told him. □ / hope you won't 
regret it. □ He didn't ask. □ We met in Athens, 
didn't we? -2. I hope not I hope that this is 
not true (used instead of a whole negative 
clause) □ “Does Sam know?" — "/ hope not." □ 
I can't decide whether to invite him or not. □ "Are 
they coming?" — "Apparently not." -3. I don't 
think I know her I think that I do not know 
her (used with verbs like “think”, “believe”, 
“imagine”, “expect”, “want”, “seem”) □ 
She doesn't appear to be interested. □ / don't im¬ 
agine they'll be very long. -4. not ten feet away 
less than ten feet away (used with numbers, 
distances etc) □ She arrived not five minutes af¬ 
ter you left. -5. not everyone agrees some peo¬ 
ple agree but some do not (used before 
words like “all”, “every”, “always”) □ We 
don't always agree. 

♦ not a, not one det used for emphasis □ "Do 
you think she'll come?" — "Not a chance!" □ / 
didn't get anything for my birthday, not even a 
card. 

♦ not that conj not that I care in spite of what 
I have just said, I do not care □ Is she going 
out with someone else? Not that it's any of my 
business. 

♦ not at all —> at. 

notable [’noutabl] o adj [example, success, im¬ 
provement] that is important and deserves to 
be noticed □ With the notable exception of 
Gerald, they were all there. □ Chicago is notable 
for its modern architecture, on an important 

person. 
notably [’nootsbli] adv -1. a word used to 

introduce a typical or important example of 
something that has just been mentioned □ 
The climate is wet, notably in the mountainous 
northwest. -2. notably short/better short/ 
better in a way that is noticeable □ The fig¬ 
ures are not notably worse than last year s. 

notary [’nootari] (pi notaries) « a notary (public) 
an official person who witnesses the signing 
of documents. 

notation [nou’teijn] n a particular system of 
writing something down using symbols □ 
musical notation. 

notch [nDtJ] « -1. a small, shallow, V-shaped 
cut in something, usually made with a knife 
□ They cut a notch in the bark of the tree. -2. a 
point on an imaginary scale that is the next 
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one up or down from another one □ She's 
gone up a notch in my estimation. 

♦ notch up vt fus to notch up sthg [victory, suc¬ 
cess] to achieve sthg. 

note [nout] on-1. a short informal letter, of¬ 
ten on a small piece of paper □ Leave me a 
note to say when you'll be back. -2. a written 
record □ / made a note of the address. □ He took 
notes throughout the meeting. □ May I borrow 
your notes from last week's class? ■ to compare 

notes to compare one's opinion or experi¬ 
ence of something with somebody else who 
has also been judging it □ Let's not talk now 
— we can compare notes afterward. ■ to take 

note to pay attention to something and re¬ 
member it for the future □ Small businesses 
should take note of this excellent new facility. 
-3. music a single musical sound of a particu¬ 
lar length and pitch; a symbol that repre¬ 
sents one of these sounds □ a musical note. 
-4. a particular tone or mood □ We're ending 
this financial year on an optimistic note. □ on a 
more serious note. -5. [in one's voice] a sound 
in somebody’s voice that expresses a par¬ 
ticular feeling □ / caught a note of anxiety in her 
voice. -6. to be of note to be important □ Lit¬ 
tle of note has occurred recently. -7. GB finance 

a bank note □ a twenty-pound note, 
o vt -1. [change, attitude, difference] to notice 
<sthg> □ He noted the change in her behavior. 
-2. [cost, difficulty] to mention <sthg> o Please 
note that we will be closed next week. □ 4s I 
have already noted, the project has not been with¬ 
out its problems. 

♦ notes npl a section at the end of a book or 
article, where many small points numbered 
in the text are explained. 

♦ note down vt sep to note sthg down [fact, 
address, phone number] to make a note of 
sthg in writing for future reference. 

notebook [’noutbok] w -1. a small book with 
blank pages designed for writing notes. -2. a 
notebook (computer) a small computer that 
can be carried easily and can be operated by 
batteries. 

noted ['noutad] adj [expert, musician, resort] that 
is famous for a particular quality, talent, or 
ability □ He's not noted for his tact. □ The town 
is noted for its hot springs. 

notepad ['noutpasd] « -1. a small pad of paper 
for writing notes on, with pages that can 
easily be tom out. -2. a notepad (computer) a 
small computer into which information is 
entered using a special pen rather than a 
keyboard. 

notepaper ['noutpeipati n paper for writing 
letters on. 

noteworthy ['noutw3:rdi] [compar noteworthier, 
superl noteworthiest) adj that is interesting or 
worth taking notice of. 

nothing ['nA0ir)] pron -1. no thing, event, com¬ 
ment etc □ I've had nothing to eat since break¬ 
fast. □ The idea itself is nothing new. □ “What did 
you buy?" — “Nothing." • there's nothing in it 
it is not true □ I've heard that rumor, but there's 
nothing in it. • there's nothing to it it is very 
easy to do □ "/ can't believe you made those 

dresses yourself I" — "Oh, there was nothing to 
it, really." ■ to be or have nothing to do with 
sthg to have no connection with sthg □ 
"Who wrote this?" — "Don't ask me, I had noth¬ 
ing to do with it. " ■ to be or have nothing to do 
with sb to be private, so that sb does not 
need to know about it □ What I earn is nothing 
to do with you! -2. a thing or person of no 
value or importance □ “What were you going 
to say?" — "Oh, nothing really." □ They’re argu¬ 
ing about nothing. □ Sonya means nothing to me 
any more. ■ it's nothing it is not important or 
serious □ "Are you hurt?" — "Don't worry, it's 
nothing." 

♦ nothing but prep only □ This printer's been 
nothing but trouble. 

♦ nothing if not adv very □ She's nothing if 
not determined. 

♦ nothing like adv -1. very unlike □ You're 
nothing like your brother. -2. not nearly □ I'm 
nothing like finished. □ The play was nothing like 
as good as I'd hoped. 

♦ for nothing adv -1. free; for no money □ / 
got the tickets for nothing. □ She offered to 
baby-sit for nothing. -2. a phrase used to say 
that all one’s efforts and attempts are wast¬ 
ed □ They'd left by the time I got there, so I'd 
gone all that way for nothing. 

nothingness ['nA0ir]n3s] n the state in which 
nothing exists. 

notice [’noutas] o m -1. a written announce¬ 
ment, often put somewhere where people 
will see it □ A notice was pinned to the door. 
-2. attention given by somebody to some¬ 
thing. ■ to come to sb's notice to be noticed 
by sb (formal use) □ It has come to my notice 
that a lot of the staff are leaving at four o'clock. ■ 
to escape sb's notice not to be noticed by sb 
□ Has it escaped their notice that something is 
seriously wrong? ■ to take notice to pay atten¬ 
tion to somebody or something □ She ex¬ 
pects the council to sit up and take notice when 
she wants something done! m to take no notice 

to pay no attention to somebody or some¬ 
thing □ Take no notice of him! □ They never take 
any notice of what I say. -3. a warning that 
something is going to happen □ My landlord 
gave me a week's notice to move out. □ Be ready 
to leave at a moment's notice. ■ at short notice 

without much warning □ I was asked to come 
at very short notice. □ / know it’s short notice, but 
are you free tonight? • until further notice until 
another announcement is made □ ‘Closed un¬ 
til further notice ' -4. to be given or to get one's 

notice to be told officially by one’s employer 
that one must leave one’s job, usually at the 
end of a stated period of time □ He was given 
a month s notice to quit. ■ to hand in one's no¬ 

tice to officially tell an employer that one in¬ 
tends to leave one’s job, usually at the end 
of a stated period of time. 

o vt [change, person, the time] to see or pay 
attention to <sb/sthg> □ / noticed them talking 
in the street. □ She noticed him write something 
down. □ I noticed that it was already six o'clock. 
□ Did you notice the ring he was wearing? 

o vi: "They don't get along too well." — "So I've 
noticed!" □ I've never even noticed. 
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noticeable ['noutassbl] adj [increase, improve¬ 

ment, change] that can easily be seen □ 
There's no noticeable difference in the color. □ 
The stain was barely noticeable. 

noticeably [‘nootasabli] adv to be noticeably 

different/hotter to be different/hotter in a 

way that is noticeable □ It was noticeably cool¬ 
er when we got off the plane. 

noticeboard ['noutasbobd] n a board on which 

notices are put for people to read, 

notification finootafi'keijn] n [of payment, re¬ 

sults, delivery] see notify □ We received notifica¬ 
tion of the changes this morning. 

notify ['noutafai] {pt & pp notified) vt [police, 

authorities, applicant] to give some official in¬ 

formation to <sb> □ You will be notified of the 
results by mail. 

notion ['nouTn] « an idea or belief about 
something, especially one that is thought to 
be wrong or foolish □ She has no notion of 
time/money. □ You have the strangest notions 
sometimes. 

♦ notions npl US sewing a collective term for 

things used when sewing, e.g. buttons and 

thread. 

notional ['noojbnl] adj [payment, membership] 

that is theoretical rather than real, 

notoriety [.noota'raiati] « fame that somebody 
or something has because of something bad 
that has happened involving them □ The riots 
confirmed the district's notoriety as a crime cen¬ 
ter. 

notorious [nou'toirias] adj [criminal, theft, night¬ 

club] that is well-known because of some¬ 
thing bad □ The street is notorious for its prosti¬ 
tutes. □ He's notorious for always being late. 

notoriously [nou'toiriasli] adv notoriously lazy/ 
unreliable etc that is known by many people 
to be lazy/unreliable etc. 

Nottinghamshire ['nDtirpmJV] a county in 
central England, size: 2,164 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 1,007,700. ADMINISTRATIVE center: Not¬ 
tingham. 

Notting Hill Carnival [.notiohil-] n a large 
street festival in west London, England, 
with music, dancing, and costume competi¬ 
tions, organized by the Afro-Caribbean 
community. 

Notts abbr of Nottinghamshire, 

notwithstanding fnDtwiG'stasndig] (formal use) 
o prep [opposition, public opinion] in spite of 
<sthg> □ Notwithstanding their lack of money, 
they managed to get to Greece. □ Her success 
notwithstanding, she still has a lot to learn, o adv 
nevertheless. 

nougat [US 'nu:gat, GB 'nu:ga:] n a hard chewy 
candy, usually white or pink with nuts and 

fruit. 
nought [no:t] num GB the number 0; see also 

five. ■ noughts and crosses a game played 
using a grid of nine boxes in which the 
players take turns, one drawing a nought m 
one box and the other drawing a cross in 
another, and in which the winner is the first 
person to complete a line of three boxes, 

noun [naun] n a word used in grammar to re¬ 

fer to a quality, person, object, place, action, 

or abstract idea. 

nourish [US ln3:riJ', GB 'nAriJ] vt -1. to feed <a 

person, plant, or young animal> in order to 

make them strong and healthy. -2. [idea, 

hope, ambition] to keep <sthg> in one’s mind 

with the intention of making it real. 

nourishing [US ’Miri/ir), GB 'nAr-] adj [drink, 

meal, food] that gives a lot of nourishment. 

nourishment [US 'iwinfmant, GB 'nAr-] n -1. [in 

food, drink] food that a person, animal, or 

plant needs to stay strong and healthy. -2. 

[of a person, animal, plant] see nourish. 

nouveau riche [,nu:vou'ri:J] (disapproving use) 
o adj [person] who has recently become rich, 

but originally comes from a lower social 

class. On a person who is nouveau riche. 

Nov. abbr of November. 

Nova Scotia [.nouva'skoufa] a province in 
eastern Canada, on the Atlantic Coast, con¬ 
sisting of the Nova Scotia peninsula and 
Cape Breton Island, abbreviation: NS. size: 

55,490 sq kms. population: 899,942 {Nova 
Scotians), capital: Halifax. 

novel ['nDvl] o adj [concept, suggestion, ap¬ 

proach] that is unusual and interesting □ 
That's novel, a health farm for pets! on a book 

that tells a story about people and events 

that are not real □ / love detective novels. □ 
Her latest novel's out in paperback this week. 

novelist [’novalast] n a person who writes 

novels. 

novelty ['rmvlti] {pi novelties) n -1. something 

new and unusual □ It was quite a novelty for 
her to be traveling by plane. -2. [as a gift, prize] a 

small cheap object, often unusual, that is 

used as a small gift or prize and is not very 

useful □ a novelty toy. -3. [of a concept, sugges¬ 

tion, approach] see novel □ The novelty of work¬ 
ing in such a glamorous environment soon wore 
off. 

November [na'vembal n the eleventh month 
of the year in the Western calendar; see also 
February. 

novice ['novas] n -1. a person who has not 

yet learned enough about their job, hobby 

etc to be very good at it □ I'm still pretty 
much a novice at skiing. -2. religion a person 

who has recently joined a monastery or 

convent and is not yet a full-fledged monk 

or nun. 

Novocaine™ ['noovakein] n a pain-relieving 

drug used for local anesthetics. 

now [nau] o adv -1. at the present moment, 

as opposed to the past or future □ / have to 
go now. □ They should have arrived by now. □ 
"Can I ask you something?" — "Not now, I'm 
busy." ■ any day or time now at any point in 

the very near future □ The baby's due any day 
now. ■ that's all for now I have no more to 

say at the moment, but I will probably say 

more later □ We can manage OK for now, but 
we'll need extra help soon, □ Bye for now. ■ now 
and then or again occasionally. -2. used in 

stories to describe a particular time in the 

past □ By now we were all exhausted. □ We 
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were all laughing now. -3. because of what has 
just happened □ We were going to buy a new 
car, but we can't afford it now. -4. used to 
introduce a new subject of conversation or 
to attract attention □ Now then, what's going 
on here? □ Now for a look at the morning's pa¬ 
pers. 

o conj now (that) because a particular event 
has happened □ Now (that) you've found some¬ 
where to live, you'll feel much more settled. 

NOW [nao] (abbr of National Organization for 

Women) « the largest US feminist organiza¬ 
tion. 

nowadays ['naoadeiz] adv at the present time, 
especially when the situation was different 
before □ Nowadays, women can work until the 
same age as men. 

nowhere ['nouwea1) adv in no place that exists 
□ There's nowhere we can stay. □ There was no¬ 
where else I could think of. □ Nowhere does it 
say you have to have a degree, m out of or from 

nowhere [appear] suddenly and unexpectedly 
□ Suddenly, out of nowhere, came this great big 
truck, m nowhere near not nearly □ You've got 
nowhere near enough money for the plane ticket. 
■ to be getting nowhere to be achieving 
nothing □ / seem to be getting nowhere with 
my attempts to convince them, ■ this is getting 

us nowhere we are achieving nothing □ Look, 
all this arguing is getting us nowhere. 

no-win situation n a situation that will have 
an unsatisfactory ending, whatever one does 
□ We're in a no-win situation. 

noxious ['nDkfss] adj -1. [gas, substance, fumes] 

that is poisonous or harmful. -2. [smell, crea¬ 

ture] that is extremely unpleasant (formal 
use). 

nozzle 1'nDzl] n a small device fitted to the 
end of a hose or a pipe to control the gas or 
liquid coming out. 

NP abbr of notary public. 

NS abbr of Nova Scotia. 

NSAID (abbr of anti-inflammatory non-steroidal 

drug) n a drug for treating inflammation that 
does not contain steroids. 

NSC (abbr of National Security Council) n the 

NSC a US government body that is respon¬ 
sible for national security. 

NSPCC (abbr of National Society for the Pre¬ 

vention of Cruelty to Children) n the NSPCC a 
British organization that aims to protect the 
rights of children who are being badly treat¬ 
ed. 

NSU (abbr of nonspecific urethritis) n a sexual¬ 
ly transmitted infection. 

NSW abbr of New South Wales. 

NT n -1. abbr of New Testament. -2. abbr of 
National Trust. 

nth [en0] adj a word used to indicate that 
something has happened many times al¬ 
ready (informal use) □ For the nth time, will you 
keep quiet! 

NTSC (abbr of National Television Systems 

Commission) n the organization responsible 
for the system of broadcasting color televi¬ 
sion pictures in e.g. the USA and Japan. 

nuance ['n->u:a:ns] « a very small difference in 
sound, appearance, meaning etc. 

nub [nAb] n the nub of the problem/argument 
etc the central and most important part of 
the problem/argument etc □ Now we come to 
the nub of the matter. 

nubile ['niurbarl] adj [girl, young woman] who is 
young and sexually attractive (humorous or 
literary use). 

nuclear ['nJu:kliar] adj [war, weapons, power sta¬ 

tion] connected with or using nuclear energy 
□ nuclear tests. 

nuclear bomb n a bomb that explodes using 
the energy produced by atoms, 

nuclear energy n the energy produced by 
atoms when they are split or joined, 

nuclear family n a family consisting only of 
two parents and their children, 

nuclear fission n the process of splitting the 
nucleus of an atom to produce energy, 

nuclear fusion n the process of combining 
atomic particles to produce nuclear energy, 

nuclear physics n the study of the nuclei of 
atoms and their behavior, 

nuclear power n the power produced by 
atoms when they are split, used especially 
to make electricity. 

nuclear reactor n a device used to produce 
nuclear energy. 

nucleus [’n-iinkliss] (pi nuclei [-liai]) n -1. [of an 

atom, a cell] the central part of something. 
-2. [of a group of people, idea] the basic and 
most important part of something a The 
campaign is run by a nucleus of five members. 

nude [rVu:d] o adj [person] who is wearing no 
clothes; [painting, scene, statue] that shows 
somebody who is nude, o tt -1. a picture or 
statue of a nude person. -2. phrase to be in 
the nude to be wearing no clothes. 

nudge [nAd3] o « -1. a push one gives some¬ 
body with one’s elbow to attract their at¬ 
tention to something □ Sally gave me a nudge 
and pointed out of the window. -2. something 
one says or does to encourage somebody to 
do something □ He needs a nudge in the right 
direction, o vt -1. to give <sb> a nudge □ She 
nudged him in the ribs. -2. to nudge sb into or 

toward sthg to say or do something to en¬ 
courage sb to do sthg □ The General is being 
nudged toward reform by his aides. 

nudist ['niuidast] o « a person who prefers to 
wear no clothes, often because they believe 
it is healthy, o adj [beach, camp, colony] that 
is used by nudists. 

nudity ['n-iuidati] n [of person] see nude, 

nugget ['rugst] n -1. a small lump of gold, as 
it is found in the ground. -2. an interesting 
or valuable piece of information □ The guide 
includes tips on how to haggle and other such 
useful nuggets. 

nuisance ['nJuisns] n somebody or something 
that causes problems □ It's (such) a nuisance 
that you're away on Monday. □ What a nuisance! 
□ That child is a real nuisance! m to make a nui¬ 
sance of oneself to behave in a way that an- 
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noys people, e.g. by complaining or inter¬ 
rupting □ Stop making such a nuisance of your¬ 
self— we're trying to work! 

NUJ (nbhr of National Union of Journalists) n 
the NUJ a British labor union for journalists, 

nuke [nJu:kj (informal use) o n a nuclear weap¬ 
on. o vf [city, country] to destroy <a place> 
using nuclear bombs. 

null [nAl] adj to be null and void not to be le¬ 
gally valid □ The result was declared null and 
void. 

nullify I'nAbfai] {ft & py nullified) vt -1. law 

[contract, claim] to declare <sthg> to be legal¬ 
ly invalid. -2. [improvement, advance] to make 
<sthg> useless (formal use). 

NUM {abbr of National Union of Mineworkers) 
n the NUM a British labor union for miners, 

numb [nAm] o adj [person, fingers, mind] that 
cannot feel anything □ They were numb with 
cold/shock/fear, o vt [person, fingers, mind] to 
make <sb/sthg> numb; [pain, feeling] to re¬ 
lieve <sthg> □ We were all numbed by grief. □ 
This should numb the pain a little. 

number ['nAmbar] o « -1. a word, e.g. one, 
five, seventeen, or a symbol, e.g. 2, 13, 58, 
used to show how many things one is talk¬ 
ing about □ He wrote a number on the board. □ 
a six-figure number. -2. the series of figures 
that one dials to call somebody by tele¬ 
phone □ Have you got my work number? □ Let 
me take your number. -3. a quantity □ We've 
dealt with a considerable number of cases. □ A 
small/large number of people disagreed. ■ a num¬ 
ber of several □ We've received a number of 
complaints. ■ any number of a lot of □ There 
are any number of possibilities. -4. [of a house, 
bus] a word used to refer to a figure or series 
of figures that identifies somebody or some¬ 
thing □ We live at number 23. □ Take the num¬ 
ber 13 bus. -5. (by a performer] something, e.g. 
a song or short piece of music, that is per¬ 
formed or an audience. 
o vf -1. to have <a particular quantaty> as a 
total □ Each team numbers six players. -2. to be 

numbered to be marked with a number □ 
The pages are numbered automatically. -3. to be 

numbered among a particular group of people 

to be included as part of a particular group 
of people □ She is numbered among the great¬ 
est living novelists. 

number-crunching [ krAntfiol n the system of 
using a computer to analyze large amounts 
of data to find the answer to a problem (in¬ 

formal use). 
numberless ['nAinbadss] adj [possibilities, stars] 

too many to be counted (literary use), 

number one o adj -1. a number one priority/ 

choice a priority/choice that is more impor¬ 
tant to somebody than any other one □ The 
number one priority this year is to raise our public 
profile. □ Egypt would have to be my number one 
choice as a holiday location. -2. [manufacturer, 

team, pop group] that is the most successful 
in a particular field, on-1. the person or 
thing that is most important, successful etc 
in a particular field or situation □ That song s 
been number one in the charts for months now. 

-2. oneself (informal use) □ He only ever thinks 
of number one. 

numberplate ['nAmb3rpleit] n GB a sign on the 
front or back of a vehicle that shows its reg¬ 
istration number. 

Number Ten a phrase used to refer to 10, 
Downing Street, London, the place where 
the British Prime Minister officially lives, 

numbness ['nAmnas] n: see numb □ Her death 
left me with a feeling of numbness. 

numbskull ['nAmskAl] n = numskull, 

numeracy ['nJuimarasi] n GB see numerate □ We 
aim to teach literacy and numeracy skills. 

numeral [’nJuimral] n a symbol or group of 
symbols used to represent a number, 

numerate ['niuimaret] adj gb [employee] who 
can use numbers to do basic calculations □ 
Many 11-year-old pupils were barely numerate. 

numerical [nJui'merikl] adj [data, value, advan¬ 

tage] that is shown in the form of numbers □ 
The files are kept in numerical order. 

numerous ['n-iuimaras] adj [reasons, people] 

many □ I've had to remind him on numerous oc¬ 
casions. □ The benefits are numerous. 

numskull ['nAmskAl] n a stupid person (infor¬ 
mal use). 

nun [nAn] n a member of a religious order 
consisting only of women, 

nuptial ['nApJI] adj [mass] that is connected 
with marriage (formal use), 

nurse [n3:rs] o n a person v/hose job is to 
care for people who are sick or hurt, espe¬ 
cially in a hospital, o v! -1. [patient, invalid] to 
care for <sb who is sick or hurt> □ Her hus¬ 
band nursed her back to health. -2. [ambition, de¬ 

sire, grudge] to have <a strong feeling> for a 
long time. -3. [baby] to feed <a baby> with 
milk from one’s breast. 

nursemaid ['n3:rsmeid] n a woman whose job 
is to take care of young children (old- 
fashioned use). 

nursery ['n3:rsan] (fl nurseries) o adj [educa¬ 

tion, teacher] that is connected with the edu¬ 
cation of children between the ages of three 
and five, o « -1. a place v/here very young 
children can be taken care of while their 
parents are working, shopping etc. -2. a 
place where plants and young trees are 
grown to be sold. 

nursery rhyme n a short song or poem for 
very young children. 

nursery school n a school for children be¬ 
tween the ages of three and five, 

nursery slopes npl the least steep parts of a 
mountain, where people learn to ski. 

nursing ['n3:rsig] n the activity or profession 
of caring for people who are ill. 

nursing auxiliary n a person who helps 
nurses in a hospital but is not qualified as a 

nurse. 
nursing home n -1. a private hospital, espe¬ 

cially one for elderly people, 

nurture I'n3:rtj3r] vf -1. [child, plant] to protect 
and care for the development of <sb/sthg>. 
-2. [ambition, hope, love] to have <a feeling or 
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desire> and try to help it continue and de¬ 
velop □ We have long nurtured the belief that 
peace is possible. 

NUS (abbr of National Union of Students) n the 
NUS in Britain, an organization that cam¬ 
paigns for the rights of students and pro¬ 
vides services such as advice and leisure ac¬ 
tivities. 

nut [nAt] n -1. (from a tree] a hard dry fruit 
covered with a hard shell that grows on 
some trees □ She's allergic to nuts. -2. [for fas¬ 

tening things] a small piece of metal with a 
hole in the middle for a bolt, used to fasten 
things together. ■ the nuts and bolts the 
practical basic aspects of a subject or pro¬ 
cess (informal use) □ / can show you the nuts 
and bolts of accounting. -3. a crazy person (in¬ 
formal use) □ Her brother is a complete nut. -4. a 
sports/religious etc nut a person who is very 
enthusiastic about sports/religion etc (infor¬ 
mal use). -5. [of a person] one's nut one’s head 
or mind (informal use) □ Use your nut! 

♦ nuts (informal use) adj to be nuts [person] to 
be crazy □ Are you nuts? There's no way I'm 
driving that thing! 

NUT (abbr of National Union of Teachers) n the 
NUT a British labor union for teachers. 

nutcase ['nAtkeis] « a crazy person (informal 
use). 

nutcracker ['nAtkraskofl n a device used to 
crack a nutshell so that the nut inside can 
be eaten. 

nutmeg f'nAtmeg] n a hard, brown, tropical 
seed that is used as a spice; the powder 
made from this that is used as a spice, 

nutrient [’n-iuitriant] n any substance that, 
when absorbed by a plant, animal, or hu¬ 
man body, helps it to stay alive and grow, 

nutrition [nJu:'tri/n] « -1. the process of taking 
in nutrients. -2. the elements of a food or 
drink that are nutrients □ Cereals have a high 
nutrition content. □ Nutrition information is shown 
on the packet. 

nutritional [nJu:11rij’nol] adj [disorder, research] 

see nutrition □ Try to buy food with a high nutri¬ 
tional value. 

nutritionist [njui'trijnost] n a person who 
studies nutrition and advises people what to 
eat and drink in order to be healthy, 

nutritious [niui'trijss] adj [food, meal] that con¬ 
tains the substances that help one’s body to 
be healthy □ Vegetarian food is highly nutri¬ 
tious. 

nutshell ['nAtJel] n in a nutshell a phrase used 
to introduce a very short way of saying or 
explaining something n In a nutshell, yes. 

nuzzle fnAzl] o vt [person, horse, dog] to rub 
against <sb> gently with the nose and face, 
especially to show affection, o v»: The kittens 
nuzzled up to their mother. 

NV abbr of Nevada. 

NW abbr of northwest. 

NWT abbr of Northwest Territories. 

NY abbr of New York. 

NYC abbr of New York City. 

nylon ['nailon] n a strong man-made material 
used in clothes and plastics. 

♦ nylons npl women’s stockings made of ny¬ 
lon. 

nymph [nimf] n in Greek and Roman legends, 
a young woman who was believed to live in 
trees, rivers, and mountains, 

nymphomaniac fnimfa'meiniaek] n a woman 
who wants to have sex a lot, usually with 
many different men (disapproving use). 

NYSE (abbr of New York Stock Exchange) « the 
largest stock exchange in the USA. 

NZ abbr of New Zealand. 

O [ou] (pi o's OR os), O [ou] (pi O's OR Os) n 
-1. the fifteenth letter of the English alpha¬ 
bet. -2. a letter used to say the number ze¬ 
ro, e.g. when it is part of a telephone num¬ 
ber or year. 

oaf [oof] n a person who one thinks is clumsy 
and stupid (disapproving use). 

oak [ouk] n -1. oak (tree) a large tree with 
strong hard wood. -2. the wood of the oak 
tree □ an oak table. 

OAP rt abbr of old age pensioner. 

oar [o:r] n a long pole with a wide flat part at 
one end that is used for moving a boat 
through water. 

oarlock ['o:rlnk] n US a device that holds an 
oar in place while one is rowing. 

oarsman ['oilman] {pi oarsmen [-man]) n a 
man who rows a boat. 

oarswoman ['o:rzwuman] (pi oarswomen) n a 
woman who rows a boat. 

OAS (abbr of Organization of American States) 

n the OAS an association that includes the 
USA and most Latin American countries, 
and that aims to encourage closer social, 
economic, and military cooperation between 
its members. 

oasis [ou'eisis] (pi oases l-'eisiiz]) n -1. a place 
in a desert where there is water, and where 
trees grow. -2. a place that is very pleasant, 
good, quiet etc and that is surrounded by 
things that are unpleasant, bad, noisy etc □ 
an oasis of tranquility. 

oath [oo0] tt -1. a formal promise □ Everyone 
had to take an oath of allegiance to the new ruler. 
■ to be on or under oath to have made a for¬ 
mal promise, especially to tell the truth in a 
court of law □ Remember that you are under 
oath. -2. a swearword (old-fashioned use). 

oatmeal ['outmiil] n -l. crushed oats used as a 
kind of flour in cooking □ oatmeal cookies. 
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-2. US a dish consisting of oats cooked in 
milk or water and eaten hot, usually for 
breakfast. 

oats [outs] npl a cereal used for cooking or as 
food for farm animals. 

OAU {abbr of Organization of African Unity) n 
the OAU an association that includes most 
African countries, and whose aim is to en¬ 
courage cooperation and unity between its 
members. 

obdurate ['Dbd-iurat] adj [person] who is stub¬ 
born and determined not to change their be¬ 
liefs or feelings about something (formal use) 
□ He remained obdurate in his refusal to sign. 

OBE (abbr of Order of the British Empire) « an 
honorary title in Britain, usually given for 
services to the country, 

obedience [a'biidjans] « obedient behavior □ 
She expected complete obedience from her class. 

obedient [a'biidjant] adj [child, servant, animal] 
that does what they are asked or told to do 
without disagreeing, waiting etc o He's very 
obedient — / only have to say "Sit!" and he does. 

obediently [a'biidjantli] adv [behave, wait] see 
obedient □ He followed me obediently outside. 

obelisk ['Dbalisk] n a tall stone pillar that has 
square sides and a point at the top and is 
built to remind people about a particular 
event or person. 

obese [ou'bits] adj [person, animal! that is very 
fat, in a way that is unhealthy, 

obesity [ou'biisati] n medicine a condition in 
which one is very fat □ Obesity considerably 
increases the risk of heart disease. 

obey [a'bei] o vt [teacher, law, instructions] to do 
what <sb/sthg> tells one to do □ Are you re¬ 
fusing to obey my orders? o vi [soldier, child, ani¬ 
mal] The hostages obeyed without question. 

obituary [US a'bitjueri, GB -an] (p>l obituaries) « 
a piece of writing in a newspaper about the 
life of a person who has just died, 

object [« 'Dbd3ikt, vb Db'd3ekt] o « -1. a thing 
that can be seen or touched but is not alive 
□ There was a dark, round object lying in the mid¬ 
dle of the road. -2. [of an activity] the aim or 
purpose of an activity □ What's the object of 
all this? □ Of course we want to make a profit; 
that's the whole object of the exercise. -3. an 
object of ridicule/hatred etc a person or thing 
that is ridiculed/hated etc □ The Starburn 
Group has long been the object of envy In the 
business world. -4. grammar a word used to 
refer to the part of a phrase, usually a noun 
or pronoun, that comes after a preposition 
or verb, e.g. “chair” in “I sat on the chair” or 
“me” and “present” in “she gave me a pres¬ 

ent.” 
o vt to state <sthg> as an objection □ He ob¬ 
jected that he had no previous knowledge of the 
arms deals. □ “But you can't go now, objected 

David. 
o vi to make an objection to something □ If 
no one objects, I'd like to leave now. □ They ob¬ 
jected to the committee's proposals/to relocating. 
□ "/ think it would be fair to say that this witness 
is a known liar." — "/ object!" 

objection [ab'd3ekfn] n a statement or feeling 
that shows that one is opposed to some¬ 
body or something or disagrees with them □ 
I have no objection to that/to his coming, a She 
had one or two objections. □ If no one has any 
objections, we'll continue with the discussion to¬ 
morrow. 

objectionable [3b'd3ek[nabl] adj [person, behav¬ 

ior] that one finds unreasonable or unpleas¬ 
ant and that one disapproves of □ / liked her, 
but I found her husband thoroughly objectionable. 

objective [ab'd3ektiv] o adj -1. [opinion, person, 

analysis] that is fair because it is not influ¬ 
enced by personal feelings □ Let's try to be 
objective about this. -2. [evidence, data] that is 
based on fact, o n the result that one wants 
and that one is trying to get □ He failed to 
achieve his main objectives. □ Our objective is to 
reach zero inflation by the next decade. □ career 
objectives. 

objectively [ab'd3ektivli] adv [speak, consider] 

without being influenced by personal feel¬ 
ings □ Looking at the matter objectively, you can 
see there's very little difference between the two. 

objectivity [,Dbd3ek'tivati] n: see objective □ We 
must try to retain a certain degree of objectivity. 

object lesson [ obd3ikt ] n an object lesson in 
sthg an event, experience etc that is a very 
good example of sthg □ It was an object lesson 
in persistence. 

objector [ab'd3ektar] n a person who is op¬ 
posed to something. 

obligate ['obliged] vt to be/feel obligated to do 
sthg to be/feel obliged to do sthg (formal use) 
□ / don't want you to feel obligated to say yes. 

obligation [.Dbli'geifn] n -1. a state of being 
obliged to do something, especially because 
one has agreed to do so □ You are under no 
obligation to buy. □ You have an obligation to your 
family. -2. something that one has agreed to 
do and that must be done □ He felt that he 
had more than fulfilled his obligations. 

obligatory [US a'bligatairi, GB -atari] adj that is 
necessary because of a law, rule, or custom 
□ Attendance is obligatory. 

oblige [a'blaid3] o vt -1. to oblige sb to do sthg 
to make sb have to do sthg □ You are not 
obliged to come. -2. to do something for <sb> 
in order to help them □ Would you oblige me 
by filling out this form? o vi: I asked him to do it 
and he happily obliged. 

obliging [a'blaid3iij] adj [person] who does 
something for somebody in order to be 
helpful □ An obliging friend brought me here in 

her car. 
oblique [a'bliik] o adj -1. [look, compliment] 

that is indirect and therefore difficult to 
understand □ The article made an oblique refer¬ 
ence to the incident. -2. [line, stroke] that slants 
to one side, on a short diagonal line that 
slants forward from its base and is used to 
separate words or phrases, 

obliquely [a'bliikli] adv [mention, refer] in an in¬ 
direct way that can be confusing □ She hint¬ 
ed obliquely at some changes in the organization. 

obliterate [a'blitareit] vt [town, building] to de- 
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stroy <sthg> completely □ Whole areas of the 
city were obliterated by the earthquake. 

oblivion [s'blivisn] n -1. the state of being un¬ 
conscious □ Drugs brought a kind of oblivion. 
-2. the state of being forgotten or irrelevant 
□ He gradually sank into oblivion. 

oblivious [s'bliviss] adj to be oblivious [person] 

to be unaware of something □ She was com¬ 
pletely oblivious to or of what was happening. 

oblong ['DblDrj] o « a shape that has four 
sides, two long and two short, and in which 
all the angles are 90°. o adj [table, mirror] 

that is in the shape of an oblong, 

obnoxious [sb'rmkfss] adj [smell, sight] that is 
very unpleasant; [person, comment, behavior] 

that is rude and offensive □ What an obnox¬ 
ious little man! 

O.b.o. (abbr of or best offer) a phrase used in 
advertisements to show that the person sell¬ 
ing the goods will accept the best price that 
is offered. 

oboe ['oobou] n a musical instrument made of 
wood that looks like a long tube and is 
played by blowing through a reed, 

oboist ['oobousst] n a person who plays the 
oboe. 

obscene [sb'sim] adj [publication, humor, phone 

call] that one finds offensive, especially be¬ 
cause of its references to sex □ Meier was 
fined for making obscene gestures to the crowd. 

obscenity [ab'sensti] (pi obscenities) n -1. 
obscene behavior □ His movies contain an un¬ 
acceptable level of obscenity. -2. an obscene 
word □ He left, muttering obscenities. 

obscure [3b'skju3r] o adj -1. [poet, town, book] 

that not many people know about □ It was 
originally thought to be the work of some obscure 
17th-century painter. -2. [text, joke] that does 
not have a clear meaning and is therefore 
difficult to understand □ / find some of his re¬ 
marks really obscure sometimes, o vt -1. [issue, 

truth] to make <sthg> unclear □ The real prob¬ 
lem is being obscured by their petty disputes. 
-2. [sun, object] to make it impossible to see 
<sthg> properly □ My view was obscured by a 
woman in a large hat. 

obscurity hb'skjosrati] n -1. the darkness (for¬ 
mal use). -2. [of a poet, text] see obscure □ She 
went from relative obscurity to stardom overnight. 

obsequious [sb'sfikwiss] adj [person] who tries 
too hard to please somebody, especially by 
always agreeing with what they say (formal 
and disapproving use) □ The obsequious approach 
just doesn't work with me. 

observable [3b'z3:rv3bl] adj [event, fact! that 
can be seen □ There has been no observable im¬ 
provement in the situation. 

observant [3b'z3:rvnt] adj [person] who is able 
to notice things that are not obvious □ That's 
very observant of you. 

observation [,Dbz3rlveiJn] n -1. a comment in¬ 
tended to show what one thinks about 
something □ He made some interesting observa¬ 
tions about the layout. -2. [of a suspect, patient, 

somebody's behavior] see observe □ They're 
keeping him under observation for a few days. 

observation post n a place where soldiers 
can watch the movements of the enemy 
from a higher position. 

observatory [US ob'zarrvstmri, GB -'zaivatri] (pi 
observatories) « a building containing special 
equipment that is used by scientists to 
watch and study the stars, planets etc. 

observe [ob'zar'v] vt -1. [change] to notice 
<sthg> by seeing it (formal use) □ / had ob¬ 
served little difference in his behavior toward me. 
-2. [suspect, patient, behavior] to watch <sb/ 
sthg> for a period of time in order to learn 
something about them □ They've been observ¬ 
ing the elections in case there are any irregular¬ 
ities. -3. [law, speed limit] to obey <sthg>. 
-4. [custom, religious festival] to show respect 
for <sthg> by taking part in it □ They don't 
observe Ramadan. -5. to comment on a situa¬ 
tion by saying <sthg> (formal use) □ "I don't 
think she's feeling well," he observed. 

observer [3b'z3:rv3r] n -1. a person who sees 
or watches something □ This may not be im¬ 
mediately apparent to the casual observer. -2. [of 

politics, sports] a person who pays attention 
to and studies particular events or situa¬ 
tions, and is usually considered to be an ex¬ 
pert on them □ Royal observers have comment¬ 
ed that a separation may be imminent. -3. [of a 

class, election] a person who watches a situa¬ 
tion or activity without taking part, in order 
to see what happens □ I'm only here as an ob¬ 
server. □ UN observers will monitor the handover. 

obsess [sb'ses] vt to be obsessed by or with 
sb/sthg to be unable to stop thinking about 
sb/sthg □ She became obsessed with the idea of 
emigrating to Canada. 

obsession [sb'sefn] n the inability of some¬ 
body to stop thinking about a particular per¬ 
son or subject or about doing something □ 
His paintings reveal an obsession with death. □ 
Dancing has become an obsession with her. 

obsessional [sb'sejnal] adj [behavior, need] see 
obsession. 

obsessive [sb'sesiv] adj [person, behavior] that 
shows an inability to stop thinking about or 
doing something □ He's obsessive about clean¬ 
liness. 

obsolescence [.obssiesns] n\ see obsolete □ 
Built-in obsolescence is a way for car and comput¬ 
er companies to make money. 

obsolescent [,Dbs3iesnt] adj [system, machine] 
that is becoming obsolete. 

obsolete ['nbssiiit] adj [system, machine, word] 

that is old-fashioned and no longer useful. 

obstacle ['Dbstskl] n -1. an object that is in 
the way and makes it difficult for one to 
move forward □ With a broken leg, every stair¬ 
case became an enormous obstacle. -2. a situa¬ 
tion, fact etc that makes it difficult for 
something to happen □ What are the obstacles 
to free trade? □ There are many obstacles to 
overcome. 

obstacle course n a course made up of dif¬ 
ferent obstacles that must be passed, usually 
for sport or for developing physical fitness. 
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obstetrician [.Dbsta'trijn] n a doctor who is 
trained in obstetrics. 

obstetrics [Db'stetriks] n the part of medicine 

that deals with the way babies are bom and 

the care of pregnant women, 

obstinacy ['Dbstanasi] n a determination not 

to change one’s opinions or behavior that 

other people find unreasonable □ With his 
usual obstinacy, he refused to give in. 

obstinate ['obstanat] adj -1. [person] who is 

determined not to change their behavior or 

opinions (disapproving use) □ She's so obsti¬ 
nate, you'll never get her to go. -2. [cough, stain] 
that is difficult to get rid of. 

obstinately ['Dbstanatli] odv [refuse, insist] see 
obstinate □ He clung on obstinately to power. 

obstreperous [ab'st reparas] adj [person, behav¬ 
ior] that is noisy and difficult to control (for¬ 

mal or humorous use). 

obstruct [ab'strAkt] vt -1. [road, path, pipe] to 

block <sthg> □ Your car is obstructing the exit. 
-2. [justice, process, plan] to prevent <sthg> 

from working properly □ Joe was charged 
with trying to obstruct the course of justice. 

obstruction [ab'strAkfn] n -1. [in a road, path, 
pipe] something that blocks something. -2. 

[of justice, a process, plan] see obstruct. -3. 

sport the act of unfairly getting in the way 

of an opposing player. 

obstructive [ab'strAktiv] adj [person, behavior, 
policy] that tries to prevent something from 

happening. 

obtain [ab'tein] vt [degree, book, information] to 
get <sthg> □ This kind of data is very difficult to 
obtain. 

obtainable [ab'temabl] adj that can be ob¬ 

tained □ The book is not easily obtainable in the 
shops. 

obtrusive [ab'truisiv] adj [behavior, smell, color] 
noticeable in a way that is not pleasant □ / 
found his presence obtrusive. 

obtrusively [ab'truisivli] adv [act, behave] see 
obtrusive □ / was trying to be helpful, not too 
obtrusively, I hope. 

obtuse [ab'fiuis] adj -1. [person] who pretends 

not to understand in a way that is annoying 

□ Stop being so obtuse! You know what I mean! 
-2. an obtuse angle an angle of between 90° 

and 180°. 

obverse ['Dbv3:rs] n (formal use) -1. the obverse 

[of an argument, opinion] the opposite of 
something □ Of course, the obverse is also of¬ 
ten true. -2. the obverse the front side of a 
coin that has the main picture on it. 

obviate [’Dbvieit] vt [need, problem] to remove 
or make <sthg> unnecessary (formal use) □ 
Improved public transportation would obviate the 
need for everyone to have their own car. 

obvious ['Dbvias] o adj -1. [answer, reasons, ad¬ 
vantages] that can be easily seen or recog¬ 
nized □ The answer is obvious. □ It's obvious 
that we're not welcome here. -2. [remark, lie] 
that is not subtle and shows litde thought 
or originality □ It seemed like an obvious thing 
to say. on to state the obvious to say some¬ 
thing that is so clear that it does not need to 

be said □ Saying that peace will be difficult is 
just stating the obvious. 

obviously [’Dbviasli] adv -1. obviously,... a 
word used to introduce something that one 
expects people to know or agree with □ 
Obviously I wouldn't tell anyone. -2. in a way 
that is easily seen or noticed □ Marcus was 
obviously upset by what you said, n There's obvi¬ 
ously some kind of problem with the transmis¬ 
sion. 

OCAS ['ookaes] (abbr of Organization of Central 

American States) « an association of Central 
American countries whose aim is to encour¬ 
age closer cooperation between its mem¬ 
bers. 

occasion [a'kei3n] o n -1. a particular time 
when something happens □ On one occasion, 
they were refused entry. □ We've met on several 
occasions. -2. an important event, ceremony, 
or celebration □ I'm saving this dress for a spe¬ 
cial occasion, m to rise to the occasion to show 
that one is able to deal with a difficult situa¬ 
tion □ Twelve people is a lot to cook for, but I'm 
sure she'll rise to the occasion. -3. to have occa¬ 
sion to do sthg to have reason for doing sthg 
(formal use) □ I've never had occasion to doubt it. 
o vt to cause <sthg> (formal use) □ His de¬ 
teriorating health occasioned grave concern. 

♦ on occasion adv sometimes but not often □ 
He's been known to smoke, on occasion. 

occasional [a'kei3nal] adj that happens some¬ 
times but not often or regularly □ / like the 
occasional drink. □ There will be occasional show¬ 
ers in the south. 

occasionally [a'kei3nali] adv sometimes but 
not often □ "Do you still see him?" — "Occa¬ 
sionally. " □ We occasionally go out for a drink. 

occasional table n a small table on which or¬ 
naments, cups, plates etc can be put. 

occluded front [a'kluidad-] « a warm weather 
front whose air has been forced upward by 
a cold front flowing in from underneath. 

occult [d 1 kAlt] o adj [powers, arts] supernatural, 
o n the occult supernatural powers, forces 
etc. 

occupancy ['Dkjapansi] n the fact or period of 
occupying a building, piece of land etc (for¬ 
mal use) a A young couple has taken over the oc¬ 
cupancy of the apartment. 

occupant ['nkjnpant] n -1. a person who occu¬ 
pies a building, room etc □ All occupants will 
be asked to sign this form. -2. a person who is 
in a chair, vehicle etc (formal use) □ The car 
crashed, killing two of its occupants. 

occupation [.okja'peijn] n -1. the job that one 
does for a living □ Please state your occupation. 
-2. a pastime □ Painting is her favorite occupa¬ 
tion. -3. military [of a country, town] see occupy 
□ the German occupation of France. 

occupational [.Dkja'peifnal] adj [injury, pension] 

that is connected with somebody’s job. 

occupational hazard n a danger or a risk 
that is always present in a particular job □ 
Repetitive strain injury is one of the occupational 
hazards of being a keyboarder. 
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occupational therapist n a person who is 
trained to carry out occupational therapy, 

occupational therapy n the training of ill or 
injured people in skills that are intended to 
help them get back to work or normal life 
again. 

occupied [’nkjspaid] adj -1. to be occupied 
[seat, room, toilet) to be in use already with 
the result that nobody else can use it □ Is 
this table occupied? -2. military [country, terri¬ 
tory, town) that has been invaded by a for¬ 
eign army and is controlled by it. 

Occupied Territories: the Occupied Territories 
the areas of the Middle East that have been 
occupied by Israel since 1967: the Gaza 
Strip, the Golan Heights, and the West 
Bank. 

occupier [‘Dkj3pai3r] n GB a person who lives 
in a building (formal use), 

occupy ['okjapai] (pt & pp occupied) vt -1. 
[house, building, room) to live, work, or stay in 
<sthg> with the result that nobody else can 
use it □ A Greek family is occupying the apart¬ 
ment at the moment. □ They occupy the whole of 
the first floor. -2. military [country, territory, 
town] to move into and take control of <a 
place> □ the occupying army. -3. [post, position] 
to have <sthg> □ The Queen occupies a central 
role in the constitutional set-up. -4. to occupy 
oneself to keep oneself busy □ Now that he's 
retired, he occupies himself in researching family 
history/with his stamp collection. -5. [time, space, 
mind] to fill <sthg> □ The story occupied the 
whole front page. 

occur [3'k3:r] (pt & pp occurred, cont occurring) 
vi -1. [incident, event, tragedy] to happen □ the 
place where the accident occurred. -2. [species, 

phenomenon] to exist or be found in a par¬ 
ticular place □ These weather patterns only oc¬ 
cur in tropical regions. -3. to occur to sb [idea, 

thought] to come into sb’s mind □ It occurred 
to me that he might be lying. 

occurrence [s'kArans] n -1. something that 
happens □ There were a number of strange oc¬ 
currences in the weeks following the sighting. -2. 
[of violence, a crime, disease] the fact of some¬ 
thing happening or existing □ a study of the 
occurrence of HIV infection. 

ocean ['ouJTi] n -1. the ocean the sea □ We 
went swimming in the ocean. -2. geography 

one of the five main areas into which the 
sea on the Earth’s surface is divided, 

oceangoing ['oufngooir)] adj an oceangoing 
ship a ship that is designed for crossing the 
open sea rather than for traveling along a 
coast or on a river. 

Oceania [US .ooJYaenis, GB .oosi'amia] a collec¬ 
tive term for the islands of the central and 
southern Pacific Ocean, including Melanesia, 
Micronesia, and Polynesia, 

ocher us, ochre gb ['ouk3r] adj that is yellow- 
orange in color. 

o'clock [a'klDk] adv a word used when telling 
the time, after a number from 1 to 12, to 
say that it is exactly that hour □ It's five 
o'clock. □ / left at about two o'clock. 

O'Connor [ou'konsl, Flannery (1925-1964) a 
US writer who described life in the South. 
Her work includes A Good Man is Hard to 
Find and Everything that Rises Must Converge. 

OCR n -1. abbr of optical character reader. -2. 
abbr of optical character recognition. 

Oct. abbr of October. 

octagon ['Dktsgan] n a flat geometrical shape 
with eight straight sides and eight angles. 

octagonal [nk'taegnal] adj: see octagon. 

octane ['Dktein] n a substance that is found in 
gasoline and is used to measure its quality 
and efficiency. FORMULA: Cg Hjg. 

octane number, octane rating n a number 
that shows the quality and efficiency of 
gasoline, with the highest number showing 
the highest quality. 

octave ['Dktiv] n a space of six whole tones 
between two musical notes. 

octet [Dk'tet] n a group of eight singers or mu¬ 
sicians; a piece of music written for such a 
group. 

October [Dk'toob3r] n the tenth month of the 
year in the Western calendar; see also Febru¬ 
ary. 

octogenarian [.oktoodss'nesrisn] « a person 
who is between 80 and 89 years old. 

octopus ['Dktspss] (pi octopuses or octopi 
[-pai]) n a sea creature with a soft body and 
eight tentacles, eaten as food. 

OD o n & vi abbr of overdose, o abbr of over¬ 
drawn. 

odd [Dd] adj -1. [person, behavior, idea] that is 
strange or unusual □ / think it's very odd that 
Lou didn't come. □ This tuna smells odd. -2. 
socks, gloves] that do not belong to the 
same pair □ He was wearing odd shoes. -3. an 
odd number a number that cannot be divid¬ 
ed exacdy by two. -4. [bits, parts] that are 
left over or extra □ / have some odd scraps of 
material left over, if you want them. -5. the odd 
drink/game etc a drink/game etc that one 
has sometimes, but not often □ We meet for 
a chat on the odd occasion. -6. twenty-odd/ 
thirty-odd etc a little more than twenty/ 
thirty etc (informal use) □ They've been togeth¬ 
er for forty-odd years now. 

♦ odds npl -1. probability □ The odds are that 
we'll lose. ■ against the odds despite disad¬ 
vantages or what most people expect □ 
Against (all) the odds, the oldest competitor 
crossed the line first. □ Their marriage survived 
against all odds. -2. phrases odds and ends 
small objects of various types, usually of lit¬ 
tle value □ / managed to pick up some odds and 
ends for the house at the sale. ■ to be at odds 
with sb/sthg not to be in agreement with 
sb/sthg □ She's always been at odds with her 
family. 

oddball ['ridbod] n a person whose behavior 
one finds strange or eccentric (informal use) □ 
His brother is a real oddball. 

oddity ['Ddati] (pi oddities) n -1. a strange or 
unusual person or thing □ As a teetotaler, he 
was an oddity among journalists. -2. the odd 
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quality of somebody or something □ / was 
struck by the oddity of her behavior. 

odd-jobber us [-'d3Dbar], odd-job man gb k a 
person paid to do odd jobs. 

odd jobs npl small manual jobs of various 
types. 

oddly ['odli] adv -1. [behave, act, speak] see odd 
□ He looked at me oddly. -2. oddly disap¬ 
pointing/encouraging etc disappointing /en¬ 
couraging etc in a way that is unexpected □ / 
was oddly unimpressed by the show. -3. oddly 
enough a phrase used to show that one 
finds something surprising □ Oddly enough, I 
didn't much care. 

oddments ['ndmonts] npl small parts of some¬ 
thing larger that have not been used and are 
left over. 

odds-on [,Ddz ] adj the odds-on favorite the 
team, horse etc that is considered most like¬ 
ly to win. 

ode [oud] « a poem in which a person, thing, 
or event is praised. 

odious ['oudjas] adj [person, behavior] that one 
finds very unpleasant (formal use), 

odometer [oo'dranitan n us an instrument that 
records the number of miles traveled by a 
vehicle. 

odor US, odour GB ['oudsr] n a smell, 

odorless us, odourless gb ['oudslas] adj [de¬ 
odorant, liquid, gas] that has no smell, 

odour etc n GB = odor etc. 

odyssey f'ndosi] {pi odysseys) n a long trip 
with many adventures (literary use). 

OECD {abbr of Organization for Economic Co¬ 
operation and Development) n the OECD an 
association of 24 countries, including most 
of Western Europe, the USA, Canada, Japan, 
Australia, and New Zealand, whose aim is 
to encourage world trade and economic 
growth. 

Oedipus [US 'edspas, GB 'i:d-] in Greek mythol¬ 
ogy, a man who killed his father and mar¬ 
ried his mother without realizing who they 
were. 

OEM (abbr of original equipment manufacturer) 
n a company that makes its own computer 
products, using parts bought from other 
companies □ the OEM market. 

oesophagus «GB = esophagus, 

oestrogen « GB = estrogen, 

of [stressed dv, unstressed av] prep -1. a bottle of 
milk a bottle that contains milk □ a bag of 
flour □ a book of stories. -2. a pound of grapes 
used after nouns showing quantity or 
amount □ a gallon of petrol □ many of my col¬ 
leagues. -3. a flock of birds used after nouns 
meaning a group □ a gang of criminals □ a herd 
of cows. ■ a pair of shoes used after nouns 
which make plural and uncountable nouns 
countable □ a pair of scissors □ a set of keys. 
-4. the color of her dress the color that her 
dress has □ a leg of a table □ the size of the 
problem. ■ a city of two million people a city 
that has two million people (used before 
numbers). ■ a friend of mine a friend that I 

have. -5. a look of anger a look showing or 
filled with anger □ a shout of joy □ a woman of 
great intelligence □ a position of power. -6. the 
smell of fish the same smell that fish has □ a 

lump the size of a tennis ball □ in the style of 
Beethoven... -7. a gift of flowers a gift that is 
or consists of flowers □ the science of astrono¬ 
my □ a saving/increase of 5%. ■ the city of Los 
Angeles the city that is Los Angeles (used 
with placenames). ■ a child of five a child 
who is five years old (used to show 
somebody’s age). -8. a crown of solid gold a 
crown made from solid gold (used to show 
the material that something is made from) □ 
a dress of silk. -9. a member of the family a 
person who is in, from, or part of the family 
□ the President of the company □ the streets of 
London, ■ any day of the week any day in the 
week □ scene 2 of Act III □ the University of 
Texas. ■ cancer of the liver/throat etc cancer 
that affects the liver/throat etc (used of ill¬ 
nesses) □ a fracture of the left wrist. -10. a map 
of France a map that shows France □ a photo 
of my son. ■ the story of my life the story that 
tells about or deals with my life □ a record of 
a meeting □ the Department of Health. -11. he 
told us of his life he told us about his life 
(used after some verbs) □ She often thought of 
her parents. □ / got rid of those papers. ■ used of 
sthg used when talking about or referring to 
sthg □ The word is used of men and women. 
-12. hopes of improvement hopes that some¬ 
thing will improve in the future □ There 
seems no prospect of a pay rise. □ / have every 
intention of complaining. □ / wouldn't dream of 
criticizing you. -13. proud of her success proud 
because of her success (used after some ad¬ 
jectives) □ ashamed of his behavior. -14. the 
barking of the dogs the barking that the dogs 
did (used to show what or who performs an 
action) □ / heard the ringing of bells. □ the 
arrival/departure of the Paris train □ the contrac¬ 
tion of the muscle. ■ the novels of Dickens the 
novels written or made by Dickens. ■ it was 
kind of you (to invite me) you were kind (to 
invite me). -15. a writer of plays a person 
who writes plays (used to show the object 
of an action) □ a supporter of the proposal □ the 
destruction of the rainforests. ■ a fear of flying 
used to show the reason for a feeling or 
emotion □ her love of good food. -16. the date 
of your birth the date when your birth hap¬ 
pened □ Where were you on the night of the 
murder? ■ the war of 1902 the war that hap¬ 
pened in 1902 □ They met during the summer 
of '76. ■ the 12th of February GB the 12th day 
in February. 

off [of] o adv -1. to drive off to drive away 
from the place where one was before □ A 
thief ran off with her purse. □ Turn off at the next 
junction. ■ to fall/jump off to fall/jump down 
from where one was before. ■ off you go! 

you must go now. -2. a long time off a long 
time in the future (used in expressions of 
time) □ The wedding was still two days off. ■ 
ten miles off ten miles away (used in expres¬ 
sions of distance). -3. she cut all her hair off 

she cut her hair so that all of it was gone 
(used to show that something is removed) □ 
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A button has come or fallen off. ■ he had his 

shirt off he was not wearing his shirt □ Could 
you help me off with this coat? -4. to turn a 

lamp off to make a lamp stop operating □ 
Switch the engine off. -5. to call a meeting off 

to cancel a meeting, so that it will no longer 
take place. -6. a day/year off a day/year 
when one does not go to work because one 
is ill, on vacation etc □ I'm planning to take 
some time off during the summer. -7. $10 off 

$10 less than the usual price □ She gave me 
5% off. 
o prep -1. away from <sthg>, especially 
from the top or surface of sthg □ Take your 
hands off me! □ She jumped down off the wall. □ 
I got off the bike. -2. off (the coast of) India in 
the sea near (the coast of) India (used to 
show position) □ Many students live off cam¬ 
pus. □ The bathroom is off the hallway. -3. to cut 

a branch off the tree to cut a branch so that 
it is no longer on the tree (used to show 
where something has been removed from) □ 
I wiped the dirt off my shoes. -4. off work not 
at work because of illness or a vacation □ / 
go off duty at 10 o'clock. -5. to live off bread 
and water to live using bread and water □ 
This machine works off electricity. -6. he's off 
his food he is not eating food because he is 
ill □ She's been told to stay off alcohol/drugs. 
-7. I bought it off Eddie I bought it from 
Eddie (informal use) □ / borrowed $20 off Joan, 
o adj -1. to be off (milk, meat, wine] to be rot¬ 
ten or stale □ The cheese is off. -2. to be off 
[person] not to be at work, school etc be¬ 
cause of illness or vacation □ I'll be off for the 
rest of the week. -3. to be off [person] to be 
away from home □ He's off in the Bahamas. 
-4. to be off [deal, party] to be canceled □ I'm 
sorry, but the wedding's off. -5. to be off [light, 

machine] not to be operating □ Make sure the 
heating is off before you go out. 

♦ off and on adv sometimes but not continu¬ 
ously □ It's been raining off and on all day. 

offal [’ofl] « the internal organs of animals, 
used as food. 

off-balance adv -1. to knock or throw sb off- 

balance to cause sb to lose their balance. 
-2. unprepared o Her remark caught me off- 
balance. 

offbeat [’Dfbiit] adj [humor, style, taste] that is 
unusual and strange (informal use). 

off-Broadway adj [play, show] that is shown in 
the less well-known New York theaters, 

off-center o adj not exactly in the center □ 
The picture's off-center, o adv [hang, position] in 
an off-center position. 

off chance n on the off chance that... in the 
hope that something will be the case, even 
though it is unlikely □ / just called on the off 
chance (that) you'd be in. 

off-color adj -1. [joke, remark] that is connect¬ 
ed with sex and might be offensive to some 
people. -2. GB [person] who is a little unwell, 

offcut [1 ofkAt] n a piece of fabric, carpet, 
wood etc that is left over from a larger piece 
and is often sold cheap, 

off-day n a day when one does not work 

well, things go badly etc (informal use) □ I'm 
having an off-day today. 

off-duty adj [policeman, nurse] who is not 
working □ I'm off-duty duty at six. 

offence GB = offense. 

offend [a'fend] o vt [person] to upset or hurt 
the feelings of <sb> □ / didn't mean to offend 
him. □ Parts of this film may offend some view¬ 
ers. o vi to commit a crime □ If he offends 
again, he'll go straight to prison. 

♦ offend against vt fus to offend against sthg 
[against a principle, rule] to go against sthg in a 
way that people think is morally wrong □ 
Such abuses offend against the decency of hon¬ 
est working people. 

offended [a'fendsd] adj to be offended [person] 
to be upset or hurt by something □ Neil 
looked mortally offended. 

offender [a'fenda1) n a person who has been 
found guilty of a crime □ Persistent offenders 
will be fined. 

offending [a'fendiQ] adj the offending item/ 
word etc the item/word etc that is the cause 
of a problem □ We’ve been asked to remove 
the offending picture. 

offense US, offence GB [o'fens, sense 3 'Dfens] n 
-1. the act of breaking a rule or law □ It is a 
criminal offense to carry a gun without a license. 
□ Is it her first offense? -2. a cause of upset or 
hurt feelings □ He tried hard not to give offense, 
m to take offense to feel upset or hurt by 
something □ He took offense at their jokes. □ 
Don't take offense: I'm sure she didn't mean it 
like that. -3. US sport the team that has pos¬ 
session of the ball; the members of a team 
whose main role is to attack the opposing 
team’s goal. 

offensive [a'fensiv] o adj -1. [language, behav¬ 
ior, joke] that causes offense □ / find his atti¬ 
tude deeply offensive. -2. [weapon, action, posi¬ 
tion] that is used for an attack, o n -1. 
military an attack against the enemy, using 
a lot of soldiers and equipment, that con¬ 
tinues for a long period □ an air offensive. 
-2. to go on or take the offensive to start to 
attack or become aggressive □ There's no 
need to go on the offensive just because I made 
one criticism. 

offer [‘of3r] o vt -1. [food, work, opportunity] to 
present <sthg> as a possibility that can be 
accepted or refused □ They're offering a reward 
to anyone who can provide information. □ He of¬ 
fered me a large whiskey. □ I've been offered the 
chance to go to Tokyo. -2. to offer to do sthg to 
show that one is willing to do sthg □ A 
young man kindly offered to carry my bag. -3. 
[sympathy, love, understanding] to give <sthg> 
□ Please allow me to offer my sincerest con¬ 
dolences. -4. [service, opportunity! to provide 
<sthg> □ Our hotels offer excellent conference 
facilities in convenient locations. 

o vi: We don't need your help, but it was kind of 
you to offer. 

o n -1. [of help, advice, money] an act of offer¬ 
ing something □ It was too good an offer to ref¬ 
use. □ I've made other arrangements, but thanks 
for the offer, anyway. □ a job offer. -2. business 
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an amount of money that somebody says 
they are willing to pay in order to have 
something □ They made me a generous offer. 
-3. [in a store] a specially reduced price for a 

product □ 'Special offer'. 

♦ on offer adj GB -1. available to be bought □ 
There was a wide range of goods on offer. -2. on 
sale at a specially reduced price □ Selected 
brands are on offer this week. 

OFFER [of a1] (ahhr of Office of Electricity Regu¬ 
lation) k the British government agency that 
is responsible for making sure that the elec¬ 
tricity industry treats its customers fairly. 

offering [1 nfsrio 1 « -1. something offered or 
provided □ The singer's latest offering has gone 
straight to number one. -2. something offered 
as a gift or sacrifice to a god. 

off guard adv unprepared □ / was caught off 
guard. 

offhand [.Df'haend] o adj [person, greeting, be¬ 

havior] that seems to show little interest in 
other people (disapproving use) □ / found his 
manner very offhand. □ She has a very offhand 
way of dealing with people, o adv immediately 
and without time to think □ / can't remember 
her name offhand. 

office ['Dfas] h -1. [room] a room where non- 
manual work, usually clerical and adminis¬ 
trative, is done □ office supplies/furniture □ 
Could you come to my office for a moment? -2. 
[of a company, organization] a building that 
contains an office or offices □ / fly out to our 
Boston office tomorrow. -3. [people] the people 
who work in a particular office □ The whole 
office is talking about it. -4. [department] an ad¬ 
ministrative department of a business or a 
government □ the tax/education office. -5. [for a 

service] a room or building that offers a par¬ 
ticular service □ a sales office. -6. politics a 
position of authority, usually in government 
□ during her second term of office □ The same 
party has been in office for 15 years. ■ to take 
office to take over a responsibility, usually in 
a government. 

office automation « the use of computers, 
word processors etc in offices. 

office block n GB = office building. 

office boy « a young man employed to carry 
out simple routine tasks in an office. 

office building n US a tall building that con¬ 
tains a lot of offices. 

officeholder ['Dfashoolda1) n a person who has 
a position of responsibility in a government 
or in an organization. 

office hours npl the period of the day when 
offices are open and people are at work □ 
What do you do out of office hours? □ We are 
only open during office hours. 

office junior n GB a young person employed 
to carry out simple administrative tasks, e.g. 
mailing letters and photocopying docu¬ 
ments. 

Office of Fair Trading n the Office of Fair 
Trading the British government organization 
that is responsible for making sure that busi¬ 
nesses operate fairly. 

officer l'Df3S3r] « -1. military a person in a po¬ 

sition of command in the armed forces. -2. 

[in an organization] a person who holds a posi¬ 

tion of authority in an organization, bus¬ 

iness etc □ the press and publicity officer for the 
Red Cross. -3. [in the police] a member of the 

police force □ He was accused of trying to bribe 
an officer of the law. 

office work n the kind of work that is done 

in an office, e.g. clerical and administrative 
work. 

office worker n a person who does office 
work. 

official [a'fijl] o adj -1. [statistics, document, lan¬ 

guage] that is approved or recognized by the 

government or some other authority □ Who 
was the official sponsor for the 1992 Olympic 
Games? -2. [residence, duties] that is connect¬ 

ed with a person who holds a position of 

authority □ the President's official visit to China. 
-3. [opening, announcement] that is formal and 

public □ Her appointment is not official yet. □ It's 
official: they're engaged. -4. [story, version] that 

is told to the public but is not necessarily 

completely true □ What's the official reason for 
his visit? On a person who holds a position 

of authority in government or in an organi¬ 

zation □ a goverment official. 

officialdom [a'fijbldam] « officials as a group 

(disapproving use). 

officially [a'fijbli] adv -1. [open, announce] see 

official □ / haven't been officially invited yet. -2. a 

word used to report statements made in 

public that may not be true o Officially, he's 
got flu, but it’s actually more serious than that. 

officiate [a'fifieit] vi to perform the official 

duties at a ceremony, wedding etc □ The 
President officiated in person at the medal pres¬ 
entation. 

officious [a'fijbs] adj [person] who is too eager 
to use their authority to give orders or ad¬ 
vice (disapproving use) □ An officious little man 
in a uniform told us to go away. 

offing ['Dfig] n to be in the offing to be likely 
to appear or happen in the very near future 
□ Many feel that peace is now in the offing. 

off-key music o adj that is out of tune, o adv: 

You're singing off-key. 

off-licence n GB a store where alcoholic 
drinks are sold. 

off-limits adj to be off-limits to be an area that 

a particular group of people is not allowed 

to enter □ The town is off-limits to military per¬ 
sonnel. 

off-line o adj [equipment, printer] that is not 

connected to or controlled by a computer 

o adv: Save money by reading your email off-line. 
NOTE: Compare on-line, 

offload [Df'loud] vt [task, responsibility, object] to 

get rid of <sthg> that one does not want 

and give it to somebody else □ He has a ten¬ 
dency to offload all his problems onto me. 

off-peak o adj [electricity, fares, period] cheaper 

than usual because of lower demand at par¬ 

ticular times, o adv [travel, phone] in a period 

of low demand and at a reduced price. 
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off-putting [-potirj] adj [manner, behavior, per¬ 

son] that is unpleasant and causes dislike □ 
Her description of the house was rather off- 
putting. 

off-ramp n US a road for leaving a highway, 

off-road vehicle n a strong vehicle designed 
to be driven over rough ground, 

off season n the off season the period of the 
year when few people go on vacation and 
prices for accommodations, travel etc are 
cheaper. 

♦ off-season adj\ an off-season ticket/vacation. 

offset ['Dfset] (pt & pp offset, cont offsetting) vt 
[losses, costs] to balance <sthg> against 
something else that has an opposite effect 
so that they become more equal □ We offset 
our expenses against tax. 

offshoot ['ufjuit] n [of an enterprise, company] 

something that has developed from some¬ 
thing else □ Macken Ltd is an offshoot of a larg¬ 
er US corporation. 

offshore ['Dfjbir] o adj -1. [oilrig, island, fishing] 

that is based or done at sea. -2. finance [fund, 

investment, banking] that is based abroad, 
usually as a way of avoiding the tax system 
of one’s own country, o adv [fish, swim] We 
moored three miles offshore. 

offside [adj .Df'said, n 'Dfsaid] o adj -1. an off¬ 

side door/light etc GB a door/light etc that is 
located on the side of a vehicle that is fur¬ 
thest from the side of the road while one is 
driving. -2. to be offside sport [in soccer, rug¬ 

by] to be in a position that is not allowed by 
the rules, between the ball and the oppo¬ 
nents' goal, o n GB the side of a vehicle that 
is furthest from the side of the road. 
NOTE: Compare nearside, onside. 

offspring ['Dfsprirj] (pi offspring) n -1. a child 
or children (formal or humorous use). -2. the 
young of an animal. 

offstage [,Df'steid3] o adj -1. theater [noises] 

that is produced out of sight of the audi¬ 
ence. -2. [romance, life] that is connected 
with the private life of an actor or actress 
and not related to their professional activity, 
o adv theater A loud bang was heard offstage. 

off-the-cuff adj [remark, response] that some¬ 
body makes without planning it or thinking 
about it first. 

♦ off the cuff adv [say, remark, answer], in an 
off-the-cuff manner. 

off-the-peg adj GB = off-the-rack. 

off-the-rack adj US [clothes] that can be 
bought in a store and are ready to wear, 

off-the-record adj [remark, statement] that is 
made unofficially and is not intended to be 
made public. 

♦ off the record adv. He spoke off the record. 

off-the-shelf adj [software] that can be bought 
by the public. 

♦ off the shelf adv: You can buy it off the shelf. 

off-the-wall adj [idea, sense of humor] that is 
unusual and strange (informal use). 

off-white adj that is not completely white in 

color because it has some gray or yellow in 

it. 
OFGAS ['nfgaes] (abbr of Office of Gas Supply) « 

the British government agency responsible 
for making sure that the gas industry treats 
its customers fairly. 

OFT n abbr of Office of Fair Trading. 

OFTEL ['Dftel] (abbr of Office of Telecommuni¬ 
cations) « the British government agency re¬ 
sponsible for making sure that the telecom¬ 
munications industry treats its customers 

fairly. 

often ['Dfn] adv -1. many times □ He often 
drives to work. □ / don't see him very often. □ It's 
not often that she's wrong. □ "How often do you 
visit her?" — "About once a week." -2. in 
many cases □ Often the best solution is to 
switch off the computer and start again. □ The in¬ 
habitants are often very poor. 

♦ as often as not, more often than not adv 
usually □ The trains are late as often as not. □ 
More often than not all he wants to do is chat. 

♦ every so often adv sometimes □ We go out 
for a meal every so often. □ Every so often we 
got a phone call from him. 

OFWAT ['ofwDt] (abbr of Office of Water Sup¬ 
ply) n the British government agency re¬ 
sponsible for making sure that the water in¬ 
dustry treats its customers fairly. 

ogle ['ougl] vr to stare at <sb> in a way that 
shows sexual interest (disapproving use) □ Will 
you stop ogling those girls! 

ogre ['oogar] n in fairy tales, a large, cruel, 
ugly creature that sometimes eats people. 

oh [ou] excl -1. [before a reply, comment] a word 
used to introduce a comment or a reply to 
something □ Oh how nice! □ Oh really? -2. a 
word used to express doubt or hesitation □ 
Oh, I'm not sure, four, I think. -3. [for showing 

emotion] a word used to express surprise, 
happiness, fear, shock etc □ Oh, you startled 
me! ■ oh no! a phrase used to express worry 
or concern □ Oh no! I forgot my purse. 

OH abbr of Ohio. 

Ohio [ou'haiou] a state in the Midwest of the 
USA. abbreviation: OH. size: 107,000 sq 
kms. population: 10,847,115 (Ohioans), capi¬ 
tal: Columbus. 

ohm [oum] n a unit of measurement of electri¬ 
cal resistance. 

OHMS (abbr of On Her (or His) Majesty's Ser¬ 
vice) a phrase printed on a letter or publica¬ 
tion to show that it was sent officially by a 
British government department. 

oil [oil] o n -i. a smooth, thick liquid extract¬ 
ed from below the earth’s surface and used 
in different forms as e.g. a lubricant for ma¬ 
chinery and fuel for heating □ fuel/gas oil □ 
oil-fired central heating. -2. any of several 
smooth, thick, fatty liquids extracted from 
animals and plants and used for cooking, 
making cosmetics etc □ sunflower oil □ evening 
primrose oil. o vt [machinery, hinge] to put oil 
on or into <sthg> to make it work smooth- 

ly- 
♦ oils npl art-1, oil paintings. -2. oil paints. 
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oilcan [’oilkaen] n a small container, usually 
with a long spout, that is used to pour oil 
on machinery. 

oil change tt a change of oil in a car engine, 

oilcloth [1 orlklr>0] tt cotton material with a 
smooth waterproof surface that was used in 
the past for tablecloths and other coverings, 

oilfield [’oilfiild] tt an area of the Earth’s sur¬ 
face where oil is found and from which it is 
removed in order to be used, 

oil filter tt a filter used to collect the impu¬ 
rities from the oil in an engine, 

oil-fired [-faiard] adj [central heating, power sta¬ 

tion] that works by burning oil. 

oil industry tt the oil industry the industry in¬ 
volved in the extraction, refining, marketing, 
and distribution of oil and its by-products, 

oilman [’oilmaen] (pi oilmen [-men]) tt a man 
who works in the oil industry, 

oil paint tt a thick paint containing oil that is 
used by artists. 

oil painting tt a picture painted using oil 
paints; the art of painting in this way. 

oil pan « US the part of an engine that holds 
the oil. 

oilrig [’oilrig] tt a large structure built either at 
sea or on land for getting oil out of the 
ground. 

oilskins [’oilskinz] npl thick clothing that has 
been treated with oil to make it waterproof, 

oil slick n a layer of oil that floats on the sur¬ 
face of the sea, usually because it has es¬ 
caped from an oil tanker in an accident, 

oil tanker « a large ship or truck that trans¬ 
ports oil. 

oil well « a hole in the ground which has 
been made in order to obtain oil. 

oily [’Dili] (compar oilier, superl oiliest) adj -1. 
[rag, cloth, hand] that is covered in oil; [food, 

substance] that contains a lot of oil; [liquid, 

chemical] that is like oil. -2. [person, manner] 

too polite (disapproving use), 

ointment [’omtmant] « a thick creamy sub¬ 
stance that is rubbed into the skin to make 
pain less severe or to heal a wound □ anti¬ 
septic ointment. 

oiro (abbr of offers in the region of) GB a 
phrase written in classified advertisements 
to give a general idea of the price that 
would be accepted for a particular object □ 
o iro £100. 

OK1 [oo'kei] (pi OKs, pt & pp OKed, cotit 
OKing), okay [ou'kei] (informal use) o adj 
-1. to be OK [person] to be well and not ill or 
unhappy □ Are you OK? □ He sounded OK 
when I spoke to him. □ I'm sure you'll feel OK 
once you've had a drink. -2. [movie, food, work] 
not bad but not especially good □ I'm OK In 
math but better in history. ■ to be OK with or by 
sb [arrangement, suggestion] to be acceptable 
to sb □ I'll bring my husband, if that's OK with 
you. □ "Do you need the phone?" — "No, it's 
okay, I've finished with it." □ Is it okay if we leave 
early? 
o « to give sb the OK to give sb permission 

to do something □ We've been given the okay 
to start on the new project, 

o excl -1. a word used to ask for or show 
agreement □ See you at six, OK? □ OK, I'll meet 
you there. -2. a word used to agree to or ac¬ 
cept something in a way that shows one is 
not happy about doing this □ OK, I know 
what you're saying, but I still think he's wrong. □ 
OK, you win, we'll eat out tonight. -3. a word 
used to introduce a new subject □ OK, can 
we start the meeting now? 

o vt [plan, suggestion, loan] to officially agree 
to <sthg> □ Funding still has to be okayed. 

OK2 abbr of Oklahoma. 

OK Corral tt a corral in the western USA 
where a famous gun fight took place be¬ 
tween Wyatt Earp and the Clanton brothers 
in 1881. 

O'Keeffe [ou’kiif], Georgia (1887-1986) a US 
painter known for her paintings of flowers. 

Okie [’ouki] « a farm worker who left Oklaho¬ 
ma in the 1930s to find work on the West 
Coast. 

Oklahoma [.oukb’houma] a state in the central 
southern USA, north of Texas. Many Native 
Americans now live there, abbreviation: OK. 
size: 181,000 sq kms. population: 3,145,585 
(Oklahomans). capital: Oklahoma City. 

okra [’oukra] « a thin green vegetable, origi¬ 
nally from Africa, used e.g. in stews or cur¬ 
ried dishes. 

old [ould] o adj -1. [person, animal] who has 
lived for many years □ There was a party for all 
the old folks in the area. -2. a word used in ex¬ 
pressions referring to somebody’s age □ 
"How old are you?” — “I'm 20 years old." □ A 
five-year-old (child) can walk, speak, count, and 
even write. □ Are you old enough to drive? □ This 
is my older sister. -3. [building, furniture, painting] 

that has existed for many years; [joke, story] 

that has existed for a long time, and is not 
original; [clothes, shoes, food] that one has 
had for a long time □ You see that old house 
over there? □ He's not telling his old war stories 
again, is he? □ / could lend you this old sweater if 
you like. -4. one's old job/car etc a job/car etc 
that one used to have □ My old apartment 
overlooked Central Park. □ That's my old college 
over there on the left. -5. the old system/ 
regime etc the system/regime etc that used 
to exist and has been replaced □ Things were 
better under the old management. □ This was the 
old kitchen, but we've turned it into a workshop, 
as you can see. ■ in the old days a phrase 
used to refer to the past, especially when re¬ 
membering something in one’s own lifetime 
□ It reminds me of the good old days. □ In the 
old days, we used to climb up here to pick blue¬ 
berries. -6. an old friend/acquaintance etc a 
friend/an acquaintance etc one has known 
for a long time a Helen is an old friend of mine. 
-7. a word used before somebody's name to 
refer to them in an affectionate way (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Poor old John! -8. any old a phrase 
used to emphasize that the quality of some¬ 
thing is not important (informal use) □ Any old 
thing will do, as long as it's warm. □ You can't 
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just put any old oil in the car, it has to be a spe¬ 
cial kind! 
o npl the old old people in society □ The old 
are the ones who'll suffer. 

old age « the period in one’s life when one is 
old □ He's actually looking forward to his old age. 
□ Once people reach old age... 

old age pension n GB money that is paid 
regularly by the state to a retired person 
over a certain age. 

old age pensioner n GB a person who re¬ 
ceives an old age pension. 

Old Bailey l-'beili]: the Old Bailey the main 
Crown Court in London, official name: Cen¬ 
tral Criminal Court. 

old boy network « the old boy network the 
system by which men who went to the 
same school or college use their influence to 
help each other in later life, 

olden ['ouldan] adj in olden days a long time 
ago (literary use). 

old-fashioned [-’fasjnd] adj -1. [clothes, hair¬ 

style, machinery] that is connected with a pe¬ 
riod in the past and is no longer appropriate 
□ That's a pretty old-fashioned way of doing it. 
-2. [person] who prefers things to be done in 
a traditional way and is not influenced by 
new developments □ He has some rather old- 
fashioned ideas about education. 

old flame n a person that one used to love. 

Old Glory n a nickname for the US flag, 

old hat adj to be old hat to be too familiar 
and not of interest or value any more (infor¬ 
mal use) □ The ideas in the book seem old hat 
now. 

old maid n an unmarried woman who is not 
young (disapproving use), 

old master n an important painter of the 
past; a painting by such a painter, 

old people's home « a place where old peo¬ 
ple can live together and receive special care 
when they can no longer take care of them¬ 
selves alone. 

Old Testament « the Old Testament the Erst 
part of the Christian Bible that contains the 
Hebrew Scriptures and tells of the history of 
the Hebrew people. 
NOTE: Compare New Testament, 

old-time adj [dancing, music hall] that is in the 
style of a period in the past, 

old-timer « -1. a person who has done some¬ 
thing, such as a job, for a very long time. 
-2. US an old man. 

old wives' tale « a belief that has existed for 
a very long time and is considered to be 
foolish or superstitious. 

Old World n the Old World Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. 

oligarchy ['Dliga:rki] (pi oligarchies) n a small 
group of people who have the power to 
control a country, organization etc; a coun¬ 
try, organization etc that is controlled by 
such a group. 

olive 1'dIiv] o adj [dress, clothing] olive green, 
o « -1. a small, oval, black or green fruit 

with a stone in the center, used for food or 
for making oil. -2. = olive tree. 

olive green adj [dress, uniform] that is dark 
yellow-green in color. 

olive oil n oil made from olives and used in 
cooking and for making salad dressing. 

Oliver Twist [,Dliv3r'twist] the hero of the 
novel Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. He is 
famous for asking for more food in the poor 
children’s workhouse. 

olive tree « a tree, grown mainly in Mediter¬ 
ranean countries, that produces olives. 

Olympic [a'limpik] adj [champion, stadium] that 
is connected with the Olympic Games. 

♦ Olympics npl = Olympic Games. 

Olympic Games npl the Olympic Games an 
event held every four years in a different 
country, in which teams from all over the 
world compete in various sports. 

OM {abbr of Order of Merit) n an honor given 
to British people for some special service to 
their country. 

O & M (abbr of organization and method) n the 
process of studying how an office works 
and suggesting how it could be made more 
efficient. 

Oman [ou'mcun] a country in southeastern 
Arabia, size: 212,000 sq kms. population: 
1,600,000 {Omanis), capital: Muscat, lan¬ 
guage: Arabic, currency: Omani rial. 

OMB {abbr of Office of Management and Budg¬ 
et) n the OMB the US government depart¬ 
ment responsible for preparing the budget. 

ombudsman ['Dmbudzman] {pi ombudsmen 
[-man]) « a person whose job is to deal with 
complaints by people about government de¬ 
partments or other public services. 

omelet(te) ['mnbt] n a dish made by beating 
eggs together and cooking them, usually 
with another ingredient, in a flat pan □ a 

mushroom/cheese/Spanish omelette. 

omen [’ouman] n something that is thought to 
be a sign of what will happen in the future 
□ a good/bad omen. 

ominous 1'ommas] adj [silence, cloud, sign] that 
suggests that something bad will happen □ 
The sky looked ominous. □ There was an omi¬ 
nous pause as Alfred digested what Francis had 
said. 

ominously ['Dminash] adv [approach, speak] in a 
way that makes one feel something bad is go- 
ing to happen □ The sea was ominously calm. 

omission [ou'mijn] n -1. somebody or some¬ 
thing that has been omitted □ There were 
one or two glaring omissions from the list. -2. [of 

a detail, duty, person] see omit □ I'm sorry, it was 
an omission on my part. 

omit [oo'mit] {pt & pp omitted, cont omitting) 
vt [person, detail, word] not to include <sb/ 
sthg> either by accident or deliberately □ 
Sarah's name had been omitted from the guest 
list. ■ to omit to do sthg [task, duty] not to do 
sthg (formal use) □ You omitted to close the door 
on leaving. 

omnibus ['mnnibas] n -1. a book that contains 
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several novels, usually by the same author, 
that have already been published separately 
□ a Charles Dickens omnibus. -2. GB radio & tv 

a program that contains several episodes of 
a series that have already been shown sepa¬ 
rately □ the omnibus edition. 

omnipotence [Dm'nipatns] tv. see omnipotent 
(formal use) □ a belief in God's omnipotence. 

omnipotent [Dm'nipatnt] adj [God, government, 
ruler] that has complete power (formal use). 

omnipresent [.mnm'preznt] adj [fear, influence, 
person] that is present everywhere (formal 
use). 

omniscient [US Dm'mJ'nt, GB -'nisisnt] adj [God, 
person] who knows everything (formal use). 

omnivorous [Dm'mvaras] adj [animal] that eats 
both meat and plants. 

on [on] o prep -1. on the table touching the 
top of the table and supported by it □ His 
clothes were lying on the floor. □ She sat down 
on a chair. □ Put the top back on the bottle. 
-2. on the wall/ceiling fixed to the surface of 
the wall/ceiling □ Dogs must be kept on a 
leash. □ Could you sew a button on my jacket? 
-3. used to describe where something can be 
found, seen etc □ 'See diagram on page 7' □ / 
can't find it on the map. □ He had a look of horror 
on his face. □ The information is available on disk¬ 
ette. -4. on a street/road/river on one side of 
a street/road/river □ We stayed at a hotel on 
Lake Michigan. □ the big stores on Fifth Avenue. 
-5. on the left/right at or to the left/right □ 
On your right is the royal palace. -6. on the bus/ 
plane/train traveling inside the bus/plane/ 
train □ She flew out on the last plane. ■ on a 
bicycle/horse to be riding a bicycle/horse □ 
He won the race on Red Rum. -7. on TV/radio 
using TV/radio □ The movie was shown on sat¬ 
ellite TV. □ She's on the telephone at the mo¬ 
ment. ■ to play sthg on the piano/guitar etc to 
play sthg using a piano/guitar etc as an in¬ 
strument. -8. on Thursday/May 10/Christmas 
Eve at some point during Thursday/May 
10/Christmas Eve (used with precise days 
and dates) □ We play bridge on Sundays. □ My 
father phoned me on my birthday. -9. on my ar¬ 
rival at the time of, or shortly after, my arri¬ 
val (formal use) □ We agreed to meet again on 
my return. □ On hearing the result, he heaved a 
sigh of relief. -10. to be on drugs/tranquilizers 
to be taking drugs/tranquilizers regularly □ 
Are you on any medication at the moment? □ / 
can't drink, I'm on antibiotics. -11. to be on 
$80,000 a year to earn $80,000 a year □ She's 
on a good salary/a low income. -12. used to 
show where somebody's money comes 
from □ / can’t live on a student grant. □ He's on 
welfare. -13. a book/talk on astronomy a 
book/talk about the subject of astronomy □ 
His views on farm subsidies are well known. 
-14. finance the profit on a deal the profit 
that results from a deal □ These stocks give a 
good return on investment. -15. to be on a 
committee/council etc to be a member of a 
committee/council etc □ Who's on the panel of 
judges? -16. to have an effect/influence on sb 
to affect/influence sb □ The play made a deep 

impression on me. □ More research is needed 
into the impact of chemicals on the environment. 
m a tax on cigarettes a tax that affects ciga¬ 
rettes. -17. phrase the drinks are on me I’m 
paying for the drinks (informal use), 
o adv -1. the lid is on the lid is covering or 
fixed to its box, jar etc □ Don't forget to stick a 
stamp on. -2. there's a sale/an election/a war 

on a sale/an election/a war is happening 
now □ There's a good exhibition on at the 
Guggenheim. -3. the TV/light is on the TV/ 
light is working or being used □ Is the micro¬ 
phone still on? □ You left the heating on. -4. to 

have sthg on [clothing] to be wearing sthg □ 
Put a sweater on. □ What dress did she have on? 
-5. to work/read etc on to continue to 
work/read etc instead of stopping □ We 
weren't tired, so we drove on to the next town. 
-6. to send/pass sthg on to send/pass sthg to 
the next place or person □ He's moved on to a 
new town. □ We came to an intersection a little 
further on. -7. to get/step/climb on to get/ 
step/climb inside a bus, train, plane etc □ 
The train stopped and we all got on. -8. to have 

a lot on to be doing a lot □ We've got nothing 
special on this evening. -9. to be on at sb GB to 
keep asking sb to do something in a boring 
or irritating way (informal use) □ He's always 
on at me about the length of my hair. -10. phrase 
it's just not on! GB it’s not an acceptable way 
to behave (informal use) □ It's just not on, turn¬ 
ing up late like that. 

♦ from...on adv from now/then etc on starting 
now/then etc and continuing □ From that 
point on, we had no more dealings with them. 

♦ on and on adv for a long time or distance □ 
We drove on and on through the night. ■ to go 

on and on about sthg to talk about sthg too 
long or too often □ Tessa went on and on 
about how wonderful her children were. 

♦ on and off, off and on adv for short peri¬ 
ods but not regularly □ It rained on and off 
throughout the day. □ / still see him off and on. 

ON abbr of Ontario. 

once [waiis] o adv -1. [happen, occur] on one 
occasion a I go to the hairdresser's once a 
week/month/year. □ We met once, a long time 
ago. ■ once again or more again as before; 
one more time □ Could you do that once more? 
□ They asked him once again, but still he refused 
to answer, m once and for all completely and 
without doubt □ They managed to cure his ill¬ 
ness once and for all. □ Once and for all, I am 
NOT going to the bank with you. ■ once in a 

while sometimes, but not very often □ We 
like to go to the theater once in a while. ■ once 

or twice a few times □ I've been to see her 
once or twice. ■ for once on this particular oc¬ 
casion only □ He arrived on time for once! □ 
Just for once, could you show a little patience? □ 
Can't we go out — just this once? -2. at a time 
in the past, but not any longer □ This was 
once a beautiful piece of countryside. * once 

upon a time a phrase used to introduce the 
beginning of a fairy tale and show that it 
took place a long time ago □ Once upon a 
time, there was a beautiful princess, 

o conj in the time after; as soon as □ It'll be 
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easier once we've started. □ Give me a call once 
you get there. 

♦ all at once adv -1. at the same time □ 
Here's $20, don't spend it all at once! 
-2. suddenly □ We were sitting around the table 
when all at once the lights went out. 

♦ at once adv -1. immediately □ / asked him to 
leave at once. -2. at the same time □ Everyone 
came at once. 

once-over n to give sb/sthg the once-over to 
examine sb/sthg quickly (informal use) □ I'll 
give it a quick once-over and see if you need any 
repairs. 

oncoming ['DnkAmir)] adj oncoming traffic/ 
danger etc traffic/danger etc that is coming 
toward one or approaching. 

one [waii] o num -1. the number 1 □ One and 
one are two. □ / have one brother and two sis¬ 
ters. □ There's an introduction on page twenty- 
one. □ one hundred/thousand dollars. ■ one or 
two a very small number of people or things 
□ There are one or two points I'd like to discuss 
with you. □ / still keep in touch with one or two 
of my old colleagues. ■ in ones and twos alone 
or in very small groups □ People started arriv¬ 
ing for the lecture in ones and twos. -2. one 
o’clock, the time of day □ We'll have lunch at 
one. □ It was just past one when he called; see 
also five. 
o det -1. used to emphasize a particular per¬ 
son, thing, action etc, compared to others of 
the same kind □ There's just one thing I'd like 
you to do for me. □ One joke he told was espe¬ 
cially funny. ■ the one person/place/thing the 
only person/place/thing □ You're the one per¬ 
son who really understands. ■ sb's one fear/ 
ambition etc the chief fear/ambition etc that 
sb has □ My one concern is that you should be 
happy. -2. one day/evening etc on a particular 
day/evening etc in the past; on an indefinite 
day/evening etc in the future □ One evening 
we were sitting watching TV when the phone 
rang. □ You must come over for coffee one after¬ 
noon. -3. one James Smith somebody called 
James Smith who I have not heard of before 
□ The letter is signed by one James Smith. 
-4. that's one powerful car! that’s a very 
powerful car (informal use) □ Your wife is one 
amazing cook! 

o pron -1. used to refer to the person or 
thing that has just been mentioned □ She’s 
the one I told you about. □ Those shoes are pret¬ 
ty worn, you need some new ones. -2. used to 
refer to a particular person or thing in a 
group of people or things □ / believe you know 
one of my sisters. □ Which slice would you like, 
this big one or a smaller one? □ If you need a 
sweater, you can borrow one of mine. -3. used 
to make general statements (formal use) □ 
One has to be so careful when dealing with stran¬ 
gers. -4. used by the person who is speaking 
or writing to refer to himself or herself in an 
indirect way (formed use) □ One often wonders 
why one ever got into banking. -5. phrases to be 
at one with sb to be in agreement with sb □ 
I'm at one with them on the subject of abortion. 
■ to feel at one with sthg to feel calm and 
peaceful because one has a good relation¬ 

ship with sthg n For a brief moment, I felt at 
one with the world, ■ to be one up on sb to 
have an advantage over sb (informal use) □ 
Well, you're one up on me there - I haven t a 
clue what's going on! 

♦ for one adv used to emphasize that one is 
giving a personal opinion □ I, for one, remain 
unconvinced. 

♦ one after the other, one by one adv first 
one person, then the second, and so on □ 
One by one the members of the audience got up 
and le ft the hall. 

♦ one another prott each other □ We all have 
to help one another in times of trouble. 

one-armed bandit h GB a machine which 
people put money into and from which they 
hope to win more money by pulling down 
the long handle at the side. 

O'Neill [ou'nid], Eugene (1888-1953) a US play¬ 
wright. His work includes Long Day's Journey 
into Night and The Iceman Cometh. 

one-liner n a short joke or funny comment in 
a play, comedy show etc □ The movie has 
some great one-liners. 

one-man adj a one-man show a show that is 
performed by one person only. ■ a one-man 
business a business that is run by one per¬ 
son only. 

one-man band n -1. a musician, especially a 
street musician, who plays a number of in¬ 
struments at the same time. -2. something 
such as a business that is organized or run 
by one person (informal use). 

one-night stand n -1. a performance that 
takes place once at one place before moving 
on to another place. -2. a sexual relationship 
that lasts only one night or a very short 
time (informal use). 

one-off o adj GB [opportunity, payment] made or 
happening only once □ This is a one-off chance 
to see The Groundhogs in concert, o n an event 
that happens only once; a person or thing 
that is original and is not like anybody or 
anything else (informal use) □ It's a one-off; 
you'll never see anything like that again. 

one-on-one us, one-to-one gb adj [tuition, dis¬ 

cussion] that involves only two people □ 
Most of my classes are one-on-one. 

one-parent family n a family in which only 
one of the parents brings up the child or 
children, e.g. because of divorce or death. 

one-piece adj a one-piece swimsuit a swimsuit 
that consists of one piece of material, rather 
than a separate top and bottom. 

onerous ['ounaras] adj [task, responsibility] that 
is difficult and often unpleasant. 

one s [wAnz] poss adj used to say that some¬ 
body or something is connected with or be¬ 
longs to people in general □ One's friends can 
be helpful at times like these. □ One should never 
forget one s manners. ■ to be on one's own to 
be alone □ The nice thing is that one can go on 
one's own. 

oneself [wAn'self] pron used as the object of a 
verb or after a preposition when the subject 
of the verb is “one” (formal use) □ One tells 



731 
onto 

oneself that things will get better. □ One has to 
rely on oneself in such situations. 

one-shot adj US made or happening only 
once (informal use) □ a one-shot deal. 

one-sided [-'saidad] adj -1. [sports match] in 
which one side is stronger or better than the 
other; [conversation, activity] in which one per¬ 
son is more active than the other □ It was all 
rather one-sided, really — he never stopped talk¬ 
ing and I just sat there listening. -2. [argument, 

decision] that only considers one side of a 

situation and so is unfair □ Isn't that a rather 
one-sided view of things? 

onetime ['wAntaim] adj a onetime pop star/ 
model etc a former pop star/model etc □ a 
onetime actor turned director. 

one-to-one adj GB = one-on-one. 

one-upmanship [-'Apmanjip] n the practice of 
trying to show that one is better than some¬ 
body else (disapproving use). 

one-way adj -1. [street, traffic] that involves 
movement in one direction only □ / got lost 
on the new one-way system. -2. [ticket, trip] that 
involves traveling from one place to anoth¬ 
er, but not back again. 

ongoing ['ongoing] adj [situation, relationship, 

discussion] that is continuing □ in the ongoing 
struggle for control. 

onion ['Anjan] n a small, round, white vegeta¬ 
ble with thin brown skin, which is sliced or 
chopped and used to add flavor to dishes. 

on-line o adj [printer, equipment, database] that 
is directly connected to and controlled by a 
computer, o adv: We can print on-line. 
NOTE: Compare off-line. 

online service n a large commercial bulletin 
board that a computer user can access using 
a modem. 

onlooker [,onloksr] n a person who watches 
something happening, but is not involved □ 
A crowd of onlookers gathered at the scene of 
the accident. 

only ['oonli] o adj -1. the only person/thing no 
other person/thing □ When I was in trouble, 
she was the only person who offered to help. □ 
The only thing I can suggest is that you contact 
him yourself. □ It's our only hope. □ Writing a let¬ 
ter is the only way of contacting him. -2. an only 

child a child who has no brothers or sisters, 
o adv -1. I only read novels I read novels and 
nothing else □ He was only trying to be helpful. 
□ 'For external use only' □ She only manages to 
relax when the children are asleep. □ Only Harry 
could have bought something like that. -2. it's 

only a scratch it is nothing worse, bigger, 
more important etc than a scratch □ She's 
only a child. □ "What's that noise?" — “It's only 
Jeremy snoring." ■ only 10% of the population 

no more than 10% of the population. 
-3. used for emphasis □ It's only natural you 
should feel upset. □ / only hope you're right! □ / 
saw him only yesterday. □ / don't know what 
time she'll be home, I've only just got back my¬ 
self. -4. It will only annoy him it is certain to 
annoy him □ Just tell them the truth — you'll 
only regret it if you don't. 

o coitj but (informal use) a He's like his brother, 
only nicer. □ / would drive here, only my car's at 
the garage. 

♦ only just adv -1. they've only just arrived 
they arrived a very short time ago □ The con¬ 
cert had only just started. -2. I only just passed 
the exam I passed the exam, but I almost 
did not □ We only just got here in time. 

♦ only too adv very □ I'd be only too delighted 
to come. □ They'd be only too pleased for you to 
stay another day. 

♦ not only...but (also)... conj used to say 
two things when the first is known already 
but the second is new and surprising □ Tom 
was not only a colleague, but (also) a personal 
friend. □ Not only did Roddy not pay the rent, he 
also stole money from us. 

o.n.o., ono (abbr of or near(est) offer) GB a 
word used in classified advertisements to 
show that the seller of a particular object 
may accept a lower offer than the stated 
price □ £500 o.n.o. 

on-ramp n US a road for joining a highway. 

onrush [’onrAj] n a sudden strong feeling □ 
She felt an onrush of remorse. 

on-screen o adj [display, editing] that appears 
or takes place on a computer screen, o adv: 
We edit on-screen usually. 

onset ['onset] n [of war, illness, attack] the be¬ 
ginning of something unpleasant or difficult 
to deal with □ After the onset of winter, they 
were unable to travel. 

onshore ['Dnfoifi o adj -1. [wind, breeze] mov¬ 
ing toward the land from the sea. -2. on or 
near the shore □ onshore fishing, o adv: A bit¬ 
ter wind was blowing onshore. □ They're drilling 
onshore. 

onside [.Dn'said] o adj to be onside [in soccer, 

rugby] to be in a position where one is al¬ 
lowed to kick, receive etc the ball, o adv: He 
played his opponent onside. 
NOTE: Compare offside. 

onslaught ['rnisbit] n -1. a very powerful 
physical attack □ a fierce onslaught against en¬ 
emy troops. -2. actions or words that show 
strong opposition to something □ the critics' 
onslaught on budget cuts. 

Ontario [on'teariou] -1. a province in eastern 
central Canada, abbreviation: ON. size: 
1,068,582 sq kms. population: 10,084,885 
(Ontarians), capital: Toronto. -2. Lake On¬ 
tario one of the Great Lakes between Cana¬ 
da and the USA. 

on-the-job adj on-the-job training/experience 
etc training/experience etc that one gets by 
working in a job. 

on-the-spot adj an on-the-spot interview an 
interview that happens immediately without 
time for preparation. ■ an on-the-spot report¬ 
er a reporter who reports from the place 
where something has happened or is hap¬ 
pening. 

onto ['Dntui] prep -1. to step/fall onto sthg to 
step/fall so that one is one top of sthg □ He 
climbed onto a chair. □ The vase fell onto the 
floor. -2. to stick/fasten sthg onto sthg to 
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stick/fasten sthg so that it is attached to 
sthg else □ Someone had pinned a notice onto 
the door. -3. to get onto a train/bus/plane etc 
to go inside a train/bus/plane etc in order to 
travel on it. -4. to come or move onto sthg to 
start to discuss sthg □ I'll stop you there, be¬ 
cause I want to get onto the next topic. -5. 
phrases to be onto sb to realize that sb has 
done something wrong □ He had to act fast, 
now that the police were onto him. ■ to be/get 
onto sb GB to be/get in contact with sb □ 
We'd better get onto the factory and cancel the 
order. 

onus ['oonosl n a responsibility that somebody 
has to do something □ The onus is on you to 
reimburse them. 

onward ['r>nw3rd] o adv -1. from now/that day 
onward starting now/that day and continu¬ 
ing after that time □ I'll be free any time from 
three o'clock onward. □ From July onward you 
will be reporting to Sally Green, the new head of 
department. -2. to move/travel etc onward to 
continue to move/travel etc in the same di¬ 
rection □ After stopping to rest the horses, we 
rode onward until we came to the river, 
o adj -1. the onward trip the trip that con¬ 
tinues after a particular point o Passengers ar¬ 
riving in Athens will board a bus for the onward 
trip. -2. onward development/growth etc 
development/growth etc that continues to 
make progress as time goes on a Nothing can 
halt the onward march of medical science. 

onwards [’Dnw3rdz] adv = onward. 

onyx ['Dniks] n a semi-precious stone with 
bands of different colors, used to make jew¬ 
elry. 

oodles f'utdlz] ttprl oodles of sthg a lot of sthg 
(informal use). 

oof [of] ex cl a sound used to show relaxation, 
relief, or sudden pain (informal use). 

ooh [u:] excl a sound used to express pleasure, 
displeasure, or surprise (informal use) □ Ooh, 
you look really lovely! 

oops [ups] excl a word used when reacting to 
a mistake or small accident (informal use) □ 
Oops, I nearly tripped! 

ooze [u:z] o vt [confidence, charm, money) to 
have a lot of <sthg> so that it is very obvi¬ 
ous to other people □ Look at him sitting there 
— he just oozes self-satisfaction, o vi [blood, 
mud] to flow out slowly through a narrow 
space □ Sweat oozed from or out of every pore, 
o n mud, especially at the bottom of a river. 

opacity [ou'paesati] tv. see opaque. 

opal f'oupl] n a precious stone that changes 
color when it is held in different positions □ 
an opal pendant. 

opaque [oo'peik] adj -1. [glass, paper, glaze] that 
one cannot see through. -2. [meaning, piece of 
writing] that is not clear and so is difficult to 
understand. 

OPEC [ oupek] (abhr of Organization of Petro¬ 
leum Exporting Countries) « an organization 
that includes most of the world’s big export¬ 
ers of oil, who meet to coordinate the pro¬ 
duction and prices of their oil. 

open ['oopan] o adj -1. [drawer, window, cur¬ 
tains] not closed □ The door stood wide open. □ 
He was sleep-walking with his eyes open. □ The 
cupboard door swung open. -2. [bottle, package, 
envelope] not sealed □ Have a cookie, the pack¬ 
age is already open. -3. [book] that has its two 
covers spread out so that a particular page 
can be read; [flower] whose petals have un¬ 
folded; [umbrella] that is unfolded and ready 
for use □ His book lay open on the table. □ / no¬ 
ticed in the park that the daffodils are already 
open. □ Leave your umbrella open to dry. -4. 
[mind, person] that is willing to accept or 
consider new or different ideas □ I'm sure 
you could talk to Daniel — he's very open about 
these things. □ a free, open and democratic soci¬ 
ety. ■ to be open to sthg [to offers, new ideas] 
to be willing to accept or consider sthg; [to 
blame, question, misunderstanding] to be likely 
to receive sthg □ If any of you think you have a 
solution, I'm open to suggestions. □ / think your 
words are open to misinterpretation. • to lay 
oneself open to criticism to do something 
that makes one very likely to be criticized □ 
If you make a speech as provocative as that 
you're laying yourself open to attack. -5. [person, 
manner] that is honest and does not try to 
hide things □ Simon is very open about the fact 
that he’s gay. -6. to be open [library, bank] to be 
ready to serve customers □ We're open until 6 
pm. □ 'Open all day Monday to Saturday.' -7. to 
be open [bridge, public building, institution] to be 
officially ready for use □ When will the new 
superstore be open? -8. [road, passage, tunnel] 
that is clear with no obstacles in the way □ 
Main Street is now open again following an acci¬ 
dent earlier today. -9. [coat, jacket] that is not 
fastened. -10. open country or space country¬ 
side where there are few buildings and 
where one can travel around easily □ They 
sailed on the open sea. □ They love being out on 
the open road. -11. [car, carriage, boat] that has 
no roof or cover □ a bus with an open top deck 
□ They sat warming themselves in front of an 
open fire. -12. to be open to sb [opportunities, 
choice, alternative] to be available to sb □ You 
don't have many options open to you. 
-13. [meeting, park] that anybody can go to; 
[competition, debate! that anybody can take 
part in; [invitation] that anybody can accept □ 
The conference is not open to members of the 
public. -14. [disbelief, admiration, hostility] that is 
obvious and not hidden □ Laurence stared at 
her in open disbelief. -15. [situation, question] 
that does not have a final, definite conclu¬ 
sion □ The question was left open for further dis¬ 
cussion. 

o n in the open [sleep, eat] outside. ■ to bring 
sthg out into the open to talk about sthg that 
has been a secret □ I'm glad it's all been 
brought out into the open. □ The conflict finally 
came out into the open. 
o vt -1. [window, drawer, cupboard] to make 
<sthg> open □ She opened her eyes very wide. 
□ / knocked, but he wouldn't open the door. 
-2. [letter, package] to tear, cut, or unwrap 
<sthg> in order to reach its contents □ 
Should I open the wine? □ I'm always opening 
Jamie s mail by mistake. -3. [book, newspaper] 
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to unfold or spread <sthg> out □ Open your 
books at page 204! □ She opened her umbrella 
and ventured out into the rain. -4. [office, build¬ 

ing, gate] to unlock <sthg> so that people 
can enter; [new business] to start <sthg> □ 
They open the doors at 10 p.m. □ They're open¬ 
ing yet another bank in town. -5. [building, bridge, 

public area] to officially state that <sthg> is 
ready for use □ They've just opened a new sec¬ 
tion of highway. -6. [event, meeting, conference] 

to officially begin <sthg> by giving a speech, 
making an announcement etc □ / shall open 
today's proceedings with a word of thanks. -7. to 
open an inquiry/investigation to officially 
start an inquiry/investigation □ An investiga¬ 
tion has been opened into the causes of the 
crash, m to open an account to start an ac¬ 
count at a bank □ I've just opened an account 
with First Boston. -8. [road, passage, tunnel] to 
allow people or vehicles to use <sthg>, es¬ 
pecially after an obstruction has been re¬ 
moved □ The third lane of the westbound M4 
has now been opened after an earlier accident, 

o vi -1. [door, window, eyes] to become open 
□ The door suddenly opened and in ran two small 
children. -2. [new store, new business] to begin 
business for the first time in a particular 
place; [store, library] to be ready for the public 
to enter □ The new leisure complex is due to 
open next June. □ It opens at 9 on Saturdays. 
-3. [meeting, conference] to officially begin; 
[play, movie] to be seen by the public for the 
first time □ The debate opened with a discussion 
on tactics, a His new movie opens in New York 
this week. -4. [flower, petals] to unfold □ The 
umbrella wouldn't open. 

♦ open on to vt fus to open on to sthg to lead 
to sthg o The door opens on to a courtyard. 

♦ open out vi -1. [bud, petals] to unfold. -2. 
[road, path, river] to become wider. -3. [valley, 

lake] to come into view. 

♦ open up o vt sep -1. to open sthg up [crate, 

bag] to open sthg that was sealed or closed 
□ The customs officer opened up the small brown 
case. -2. to open a place up [country, area] to 
remove legal or physical barriers from a 
place so that something, especially business, 
can take place □ The island is being opened up 
to tourists. 

o vi -1. [opportunities, possibilities] to become 
available □ There are a lot of new opportunities 
opening up for people with computer skills. -2. to 
unlock a store, office, building etc □ What 
time do you open up? -3. [country] to start to 
provide new opportunities, especially for 
business □ Eastern Europe is opening up for new 
trade opportunities. -4. to become more will¬ 
ing to talk about oneself □ After several 
glasses of wine, he gradually began to open up. 

open-air adj [concert, event] that happens out¬ 
doors; [swimming pool, theater] that is out¬ 
doors and not covered. 

open-and-shut adj [dispute, problem] that is 
easy to solve □ It's hardly an open-and-shut 
case — there’s so much evidence missing. 

opencast [US 'oupankaest, GB -karst] adj [mine, 

mining] that involves obtaining minerals that 

open-necked 

are near the earth’s surface rather than deep 
underground. 

open day n GB = open house, 

open-ended [-'endad] adj [discussion, meeting, 

question] that has no definite end or limit o It 
was a fairly open-ended arrangement. 

opener ['oopnar] n an instrument used for 
opening something, e.g. a can or bottle, 

open-handed [-’haendad] adj (offer, gesture] 
generous. 

open-hearted [-'ha:rtad] adj [person] generous 
and kind. 

open-heart surgery n an operation in which 
somebody’s heart is stopped and opened up 
so that surgery can take place, 

open house us, open day GB h a day when 
people are allowed to look around a college, 
school, organization etc and find out more 
about it. 

opening ['oupanir)] o adj an opening scene/ 
remark etc a scene/remark etc that begins 
something □ The opening speech was about 
strategy for the coming year, o n -1. [of a book, 

play] the first part of something, e.g. a book 
or movie □ What did you think of the opening? 
-2. [in a fence] a space or hole □ He managed 
to get in through an opening in the fence. -3. [in 

a conversation] an opportunity □ Finally she 
paused, which gave me an opening to speak. □ 
The talks should provide good openings for new 
trade possibilities. -4. [for work] a job vacancy □ 
There are few openings for arts graduates at the 
moment. 

opening hours npl the hours during which a 
place e.g. a bank or store, is open to the 
public □ What are your opening hours? 

opening night n the first night of a series of 
performances of a play, opera etc □ We went 
to the opening night of "La Traviata". 

opening time n GB the time when a pub can 
legally start selling alcoholic drinks, 

open letter n a letter to a well-known person 
such as a politician that is published in a 
newspaper or magazine so that the public 
can read it. 

openly [’oupanli] adv [talk, cry, admit] without 
trying to hide anything □ It was the first time 
she had spoken openly about her marriage. 

open market n the process of buying and 
selling goods publicly, not privately □ You'll 
sell it quicker if you put it on the open market. 

open marriage n a marriage in which both 
partners are free to have sexual relationships 
with other people. 

open-minded [-'maindad] adj [person, approach, 

attitude] that is willing to consider new or 
different ideas □ James's mother is very open- 
minded about drinking and things like that. 

open-mouthed [-'maudd] o adj [person] who 
has their mouth wide open as a way of ex¬ 
pressing surprise □ He stared at her in open- 
mouthed amazement, o adv: We simply watched 
open-mouthed as they towed the car away. 

open-necked [-'nekt] adj [shirt, blouse] that is 
not fastened at the neck. 
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openness ['oopsnnss] n -1. the quality of be¬ 
ing honest and not hiding things □ greater ac¬ 
countability and openness in public affairs. -2. 
the quality of being willing to accept or con¬ 
sider new or different ideas □ openness to 
new approaches. 

open-plan adj [office, building] that contains 
desks, people etc in one big area, sometimes 
separated by partitions but not by walls. 

open prison « GB a prison in which the pris¬ 
oners are not locked in their cells all day, 
and can do various activities that would not 
be allowed in other prisons. 

open sandwich n a sandwich that consists of 
one slice of bread only so that the filling is 
not covered on top. 

open season n the period of time each year 
when particular types of fish or animals can 
legally be killed for sport. 

open shop n a business, firm etc that does 
not make its workers join a labor union. 

Open University n the Open University in 
Britain, a method of studying by corre¬ 
spondence for university qualifications. Stu¬ 
dents are taught through programs on the 
radio and television as well as tutorial clas¬ 
ses. People do not need any qualifications to 
start a course of study. 

open verdict n GB a verdict by a court that 
records a death without mentioning how 
the death was caused. 

opera ['Dprs] n -1. a play in which the words 
are sung rather than spoken, and which is 
usually accompanied by classical music □ 
I've got most of Handel's operas on CD. -2. op¬ 
eras as a form of entertainment □ She's a 
great fan of (the) opera. 

opera glasses npl small binoculars used in a 
theater. 

opera house « a building like a theater 
where operas are performed. 

opera singer n a person who sings in operas 
for a living. 

operate f'opsreit] o vt -1. [machine, device] to 
work the controls of sthg □ My job is to oper¬ 
ate the crane. -2. to manage a business; to 
provide <a service> □ She operates a small 
import-export business. □ They operate a free 
telephone service for customers, 
o vi -1. [rule, system, law] to have particular 
effects. -2. [machine, device] to work. -3. [busi¬ 
ness, organization] to carry out trade □ They 
operate out of Vancouver. □ It operates on a 
world-wide scale. -4. medicine [surgeon] to cut 
somebody’s body open in order to treat 
something that is wrong □ Do you think they'll 
have to operate? □ He's being operated on to re¬ 
move the blockage. □ When are they operating on 
your leg? 

operatic [.Dps'rastik] adj [production, role, society] 
that is connected with the opera. 

operating ['Dpsreitirj] adj business operating 
costs costs that are a normal part of running 
a business. ■ an operating loss/profit a loss/ 
profit that is made by a company when it is 
carrying out its usual business. 

operating room ['Dpsreitirj-] « US a room in a 
hospital where medical operations are car¬ 

ried out. 
operating system n the most basic program 

in a computer that controls how it deals 
with the hardware and how it runs files, 

operating theatre « GB = operating room, 

operation fiDps'reiJn] n -1. a planned activity 
that usually involves many people □ a police/ 
relief operation. -2. business the activities and 
work of a business or company; a business 
organization □ the company's operations in Sin¬ 
gapore □ an agricultural/a mining operation. -3. [of 

a machine, device] the way something is 
made to work □ The operation of the equip¬ 
ment is very straightforward. ■ in operation [ma¬ 

chine, system] in use □ The production line has 
been back in operation since last week. ■ to 
come into operation [law, plan] to begin to 
have an effect □ It will come into operation as 
of March 23. -4. medicine the act of operating 
on somebody, or of being operated on □ / 
underwent an operation to remove a tumor. ■ to 
have an operation to be operated on □ He's 
had an operation on his knee/for his sinus prob¬ 
lem. 

operational bDps'reifnsl] adj -1. to be opera¬ 
tional [machine, piece of equipment] to be 
working or ready for use □ We are pleased to 
announce that the new credit system is now fully 
operational. -2. an operational difficulty/prob¬ 
lem etc a difficulty/problem etc that happens 
while a machine, business etc is working □ 
Operational costs must be kept to a minimum. 

operative [’Dpsrstiv] o adj to be operative 
[business, law] to be working and having an 
effect □ It will take a while before we are fully 
operative, o n a worker, especially one who 
works in a factory o a machine operative. 

operator ['DpsreitsH n -1. [for a telephone com¬ 
pany, hotel] a person who works on a tele¬ 
phone switchboard □ / was trying to get 
through to the operator. -2. industry a person 
whose job is to operate a machine □ a 
computer/machine operator. -3. business a per¬ 
son who is in charge of a business □ a major 
tour operator. 

operetta [.Dps'rets] n a short, often humorous 
musical play in which many of the words 
are sung and which often includes dancing. 

Ophelia [ou'fklis] a character in Shakespeare’s 
play Hamlet. She goes mad and drowns her¬ 
self when she thinks that Hamlet no longer 
loves her. 

ophthalmic optician fff.eailmik-] n GB a per¬ 
son whose job is to test people’s eyesight 
and decide what kind of glasses or contact 
lenses they need. 

ophthalmologist [,Df9ael'mDl3d33st] n a doctor 
who treats diseases of the eyes, 

opinion [s'pinjsn] n -1. one’s personal feeling 
about a particular subject or situation □ 
strongly held opinions □ Everyone is encouraged 
to give their own opinion on each subject. □ So 
what s your opinion on these latest develop¬ 
ments? □ They had a small difference of opinion 
over the money. □ It's a matter of opinion wheth- 
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er the training session was actually successful. ■ 
to be of the opinion that to believe that (for¬ 
mal use). ■ in my opinion a phrase used to 
say one is giving one’s opinion about some¬ 
thing □ In my opinion, these experiments should 
be banned. -2. a belief or view that most 
people have, or that a particular group of 
people has □ World opinion has been outraged 
by the attack. □ The drug has not found favor 
with medical opinion. 

opinionated [a'pinjaneitad] adj [person] who 
has strong opinions and is unwilling to ac¬ 
cept that they may be wrong (disapproving 

use) □ Geoff comes across as being very opinion¬ 
ated. 

opinion poll n a survey of various people’s 
opinions of a person, activity, product etc □ 
Latest opinion poll figures show a 5% lead by the 
Democratic Party. 

opium ['oupjam] n an addictive drug, made 
from the seeds of a type of poppy, that 
helps people to sleep, relieves pain, and can 
change a person’s mood and behavior. 

opossum [a'pDssm] n a small animal with 
thick fur and a long tail that carries its 
young in a pouch on the front of its body 
and lives in trees. 

Oppenheimer ['Dp3nhaim3r], J.R. (1904-1967) 
a US scientist who was involved in the de¬ 
velopment of the atomic bomb. 

opponent [a'poonsnt] n -1. politics a politician 
who belongs to a different party from an¬ 
other politician and has different beliefs and 
ideas □ His opponents have called for a referen¬ 
dum. -2. [in football, boxing, chess] a person 
who one is competing against or who is in 
the opposite team. -3. [of an idea, movement) 

a person who criticizes an idea, movement 
etc □ a fierce opponent of the death penalty. 

opportune [,t>p3r't-iu:n] adj [moment, remark] 

that happens at exactly the right time or in 
exactly the right situation (formal use). 

opportunism [,Dp3r'tju:nizm] n the behavior of 
an opportunist (disapproving use). 

opportunist [,Dp3r'tJu:n3st] « a person who 
takes advantage of all situations that help 
their career or make them more successful, 
even if they harm other people (disapproving 
use) □ a political opportunist. 

opportunity [.npa^tiuinsti] {pi opportunities) tt 
a situation which allows one to do some¬ 
thing □ She'd always wanted to travel the world, 
and this job seemed like an excellent opportunity. 
□ I phoned at the earliest opportunity. □ / don't of¬ 
ten get the opportunity to practice my Russian. ■ 
to take the opportunity to do or of doing sthg 
to use an opportunity to do sthg □ I'd like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of you for com¬ 
ing. 

oppose [a'pouz] vt [person] to strongly disagree 
with <sb> and try to make them change 
their mind; [idea, wish, reform! to disagree 
with <sthg> and try to prevent it from be¬ 
ing carried out or from continuing □ Clarke is 
being opposed by powerful commercial interests. 
□ Local residents opposed the new road. 

opposed [a'pouzd] adj to be opposed [opinions, 
systems] to be very different from each other 
□ This theory is completely opposed to what 
we've been brought up to believe, m to be op¬ 
posed to sthg to disagree with sthg □ / am 
strongly opposed to import quotas/nuclear tests. 

♦ as opposed to prep a phrase used to con¬ 
trast two things and to emphasize the first 
one mentioned □ More investment is needed in 
the rail system, as opposed to the road network. 

opposing [s'pouzig] adj -1. opposing ideas/ 
views etc ideas/views etc that are complete¬ 
ly different from each other □ Father and son 
held opposing views on the subject. -2. oppos¬ 
ing sides people who disagree with or are 
competing against each other □ They were 
playing on opposing teams. 

opposite ['Dpszit] o adj -1. [house, door, side] 
that is facing a particular thing or person □ 
They work in the building opposite. -2. [result, di¬ 
rection, effect] that is completely different □ 
We live at opposite ends of the country. □ Her 
views on abortion are completely opposite to 
mine. 
o adv [live, sit, work] in a position that is fac¬ 
ing a particular person or thing □ They're 
building a school opposite, 
o prep facing <sb/sthg> □ Charles always used 
to sit opposite me in class. □ I'll meet you in the 
bar opposite the theater. 
on a person, belief, thing etc that is com¬ 
pletely different from another person, belief, 
thing etc □ "Fat" is the opposite of "thin". □ 
She's just the opposite to me. 

opposite number n a person who has the 
same job as oneself, but not in the same 
company, government etc □ I'm going to meet 
my opposite number in Seoul. 

opposite sex n the opposite sex a phrase used 
by men to refer to women or by women to 
refer to men □ a member of the opposite sex. 

opposition [.ops'zifn] n -1. [to a wish, plan, poli¬ 
cy] the act of opposing something, or the 
state of being opposed to something □ There 
was strong opposition to the idea. □ Opposition 
from miners ended in a strike. □ The proposal 
met with powerful opposition from local resi¬ 
dents. -2. a group of people who are oppos¬ 
ing something □ Never give any advantage to 
the opposition. -3. sports the team playing 
against one’s own team □ The opposition is 
pretty tough. □ Their opposition in the next round 
will be the Spanish team. 

♦ Opposition n politics the Opposition in a 
country that has a parliament, the main par¬ 
ty that opposes the government □ the leader 
of the Opposition □ the main Opposition party. 

oppress [a'pres] vt -1. to treat <people> in a 
cruel unfair way □ oppressed for years by a 
harsh military dictatorship. -2. to make <sb> 
feel depressed or worried □ Feelings of doubt 
began to oppress her. 

oppressed [s'prest] o adj [minorities, people, 
workers) who are oppressed, o npl the op¬ 
pressed people who are oppressed, 

oppression [a'prefn] n -1. the act of oppress¬ 
ing a group of people □ the oppression of eth- 



oppressive 736 

nic minorities. -2. a feeling of depression □ a 
sense of oppression. 

oppressive [a'presiv] adj -1. [law, society, re¬ 
gime] that is unfair and cruel. -2. [weather, 
heat] that is unpleasant, because it is too hot 
and there is not enough fresh air. -3. [silence, 
situation, atmosphere] that makes one feel 
very uneasy or anxious. 

oppressor [3'presar] n a person who oppresses 
people, minorities etc. 

opprobrium [s'proubmm] n public disapproval 
or hatred (formal use). 

opt [Dpt] o vt to opt to do sthg to choose to 
do sthg from two or more possibilities □ She 
opted to go abroad for a year, o vi to opt for 
sthg to choose sthg from two or more pos¬ 
sibilities □ He opted for early retirement. 

♦ opt in vi to opt in to choose to take part in 
something □ He opted in to the company's sav¬ 
ings plan. 

♦ opt out vi to opt out to choose not to take 
part in something □ In the USA, employees can 
opt out of their company's health plan. 

optic ['Dptik] adj [nerve] that is connected with 
the eyes. 

♦ optics n the branch of physics that is con¬ 
cerned with light. 

optical [’Dptikl] adj -1. [instrument, disk, process] 
that involves the use of light, especially 
for storing information in a computer. -2. 
[effect, disorder] that is connected with one’s 
eyesight. 

optical character reader « an optical instru¬ 
ment that can scan and process letters and 
figures and store them in a way that a com¬ 
puter can recognize and use. 

optical character recognition « the process 
in which letters and figures are recognized 
and processed by an optical character read¬ 
er. 

optical fiber n a cable used in telecommuni¬ 
cations which carries light signals along the 
glass fiber inside as a way of sending infor¬ 
mation. 

optical illusion n something, e.g. a drawing, 
that makes one think one sees something 
that is not really there. 

optician [Dp'tijn] n -1. US a person who fits 
and sells glasses but who is not qualified to 
test one’s eyesight. -2. GB = ophthalmic opti¬ 
cian. ■ the optician's the place where an op¬ 
tician works. 

optimism ['Dptamizm] n the belief that a par¬ 
ticular situation, or the future in general, 
will turn out well □ Many young people feel lit¬ 
tle optimism about their job prospects. 

optimist ['Dptamist] n a person who is usually 
optimistic. 

optimistic [.Dpta'mistik] adj [mood, person, atti¬ 
tude] that is full of optimism □ an optimistic 
estimate of the costs involved □ She's optimistic 
about passing her driving test. 

optimize, -ise ['Dptamatz] vt [chances, assets] to 
make <sthg> as successful, as useful, or as 
likely to happen as possible. 

optimum [’Dptamam] adj an optimum amount/ 

condition etc an amount/a condition etc that 
is the best or most likely to bring success □ 
The optimum speed of the car for efficient fuel 
consumption is 50 mph. □ For optimum results, 
use only as directed. 

option [lnpfn] ti a choice from several possible 
courses of action or choices □ What are the 
options? □ There are several options open to you 
for investing your money. * to have the option 
to do sthg to have the freedom to choose to 
do sthg □ She had no option but to pay up. □ He 
had the option of taking early retirement. 

optional [’Dpfnal] adj [subject, feature] that one 
can choose to do or have if one wants to □ 
Electric windows are an optional extra with this 
model. □ On the second day of the tour there will 
be an optional excursion to Lake Como. 

optometrist [Dp'tDmatrast] n US a person 
whose job is to test people’s eyesight and 
decide what kind of glasses or contact 
lenses they need. 

opulence ['Dpjalans] n: see opulent. 

opulent [’Dpjalant] adj -1. [person, society] very 
rich □ They lead an opulent lifestyle. -2. [hotel, 

palace] that is expensively and beautifully 
decorated and furnished □ She lived in opulent 
surroundings. 

opus [’oupas] (pi opuses or opera [-ara]) « a 
piece of music by a musician, followed by a 
number to indicate where it comes in the 
whole series of the musician’s works □ 
Beethoven's septet in E flat, Opus 20. 

or [a:r] conj -1. used in front of the last thing 
in a list of alternatives or choices □ Do you 
want to eat out, or would you rather stay at 
home? □ / didn't know whether to feel pleased or 
not. □ You can have spinach, carrots, or potatoes. 
-2. used between numbers to show approxi¬ 
mate amounts □ I've only met him once or 
twice. □ They usually cost thirty or forty dollars. ■ 
a week/month or so about a week/month □ 
I'll see you in an hour or so. -3. he can't read or 
write he cannot read and he cannot write 
(used after a negative word) □ / didn't manage 
to swim or run yesterday. -4. hurry up or (else) 
you'll be late if you do not hurry up, you 
will be late □ Drive carefully, or you'll have an 
accident. -5. used to correct something one 
has just said or to make it more precise □ 
She's the chairwoman, or "chairperson" as I 
should say. 

OR abbr of Oregon. 

oracle [’Drakl] n a person in Ancient Greece 
who, it was believed, could communicate 
with the gods and tell people about the fu¬ 
ture. 

oral ['oiral] o adj -1. [history, test] that is spo¬ 
ken, not written □ Have you had your French 
oral exam yet? -2. [surgery, hygiene] that is 
connected with the mouth; [medicine] that is 
swallowed □ oral contraceptives. On an oral 
exam or test. 

orally ['oirsli] adv [take, express] see oral □ To 

be taken orally three times a day.' 

orange ['Drind3] o adj [dress, paint, sign] that is 
the color between red and yellow, o « -1. a 
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round fruit with a thick orange skin and a 
sweet juicy center that is divided into sepa¬ 
rate parts and that is eaten, or can be 
squeezed to make a drink □ orange juice/peel. 
-2. a color between red and yellow □ This 
sofa is available in orange or yellow. 

orangeade [,Drmd3'eid] « a type of sweet 
fizzy drink that tastes of oranges, 

orange blossom « the white flowers of an 
orange tree that smell sweet and are tradi¬ 
tionally carried by a bride. 

Orangeman ['Drindsman] {pi Orangemen [-man]) 
« GB a member of a Protestant organization 
in Northern Ireland. 

orange tree n a tree, grown in warm regions, 
which oranges grow on. 

orangutang [araega'taer)] n a large ape with 
long arms, reddish hair, and no tail that 
comes from the rainforests of Borneo and 
Sumatra. 

oration [a'reijn] n a formal, serious, public 
speech (formal use). 

orator ['E>rat3r], n a person who is good at 
making formal public speeches, 

oratorio [.Dra'tainoo] (pi oratorios) n a reli¬ 
gious musical work performed by singers 
and an orchestra. 

oratory [US 'Dratoiri, GB -atri] n the art of speak¬ 
ing in public. 

orb [o:rb] n -1. a round shape like a ball. -2. a 
golden ball with a cross on top, carried by a 
monarch on important formal occasions, 

orbit ['o:rb3t] o n [of a moon, planet, satellite) 
the route that an object, planet etc follows 
as it goes around another planet, the Sun 
etc □ the Earth's orbit around the Sun. ■ to be 
in/go into orbit [rocket, spaceship] to be/start 
following an orbit. ■ to put sthg into orbit 
[satellite] to send sthg into space and make it 
follow an orbit, o vt to go around <a planet, 
the Moon, the Sun> following an orbit, 

orchard ['o:rtJVd] « a piece of land where fruit 
trees are grown, often all of one particular 
type □ an apple/a cherry orchard. 

orchestra [’o:rk3stra] n a large group of musi¬ 
cians who play various instruments together 
directed by a conductor, and usually play 
classical music □ She plays the violin in the 
school orchestra. 

orchestral [o:rlkestral] adj [music, piece, concert] 
that is connected with an orchestra and the 
kinds of music it usually plays, 

orchestra pit « the space in a theater, in 
front of and below the stage, where the or¬ 
chestra plays. 

orchestrate ['o:rkastreit| vt -1. music to make 
changes to <a piece of music> so that it can 
be played by an orchestra. -2. [campaign, 
event, deal] to plan the different parts of 
<sthg> carefully and often secretly, in order 
to achieve a particular result □ The whole 
scheme was so well orchestrated from start to 
finish that no one suspected a thing. 

orchestration boiflca'streijn] n [of a piece of mu¬ 
sic, campaign, event] see orchestrate □ Her or¬ 
chestration of the bid showed great skill. 

orchid ['o:rkad] n a plant that has unusual 
flowers with three petals, one of which is 
larger than the other two. 

ordain [o:r'dein] vf -1. to order <sthg> (formal 
use) □ Fate ordained that we should meet. 
-2. religion to be ordained to become a priest 
by going through a religious ceremony. 

ordeal [o:r'di:l] n an upsetting or difficult ex¬ 
perience □ They haven't recovered from their 
dreadful ordeal. 

order ['o:rdar] o n -1. an instruction to do 
something, given by somebody in authority 
□ My orders are to see that nobody gets hurt. □ 
She was only obeying orders, o Don't drink any 
alcohol — and that's an order. ■ to be under or¬ 
ders to do sthg to have been given orders to 
do sthg □ The army's under orders to withdraw 
by nightfall. -2. business a request for goods to 
be supplied or for a meal in a restaurant; the 
goods or a meal asked for in this way □ The 
waiter took their order. □ Place your order now 
for your Christmas turkey. □ Your order should 
reach you within 28 days. □ Do you know who 
was dealing with your order? □ an order of French 
fries. ■ to be on order to have been ordered, 
but not to have arrived yet □ The book you re¬ 
quested is still on order, m made to order made 
exactly according to the measurements or 
request of a particular person □ / always have 
my shoes made to order. -3. [of events] the way 
that things are arranged or happen in rela¬ 
tion to each other □ We are still unsure what 
the order of events was. □ The files were all in 
the right/wrong order. ■ in order [playing cards, 
documents] arranged in the correct order; 
[people, things] arranged in a particular order 
□ They were arranged in alphabetical/chrono¬ 
logical/reverse order, a in order of age/height/ 
importance. -4. [of a room, affairs] the state of 
being neat or organized □ He has no order in 
his life. ■ to be in order to be legally correct □ 
Are your papers in order? -5. in working order 
[machine, device] working properly □ in good 
working order, m out of order [machine, tele¬ 
phone, elevator] not working; [person, behavior] 
not following the correct rules or the usual 
way of behaving □ The drink machine has got 
an 'out of order' sign on it. □ The court ruled him 
out of order. □ That remark was completely out of 
order. -6. [at a demonstration, in a classroom] 
the state of obeying laws or rules, or of fol¬ 
lowing accepted social behavior □ The police 
were brought in to restore order. ■ to keep order 
[teacher, police] to make an event happen 
with as little disturbance as possible o It's 
very difficult to keep order among a class of 30 
adolescent boys. -7. sociology the particular 
way a part of society is organized □ the 
economic/existing order a a new world order. 
-8. religion a group of priests, monks, or 
nuns who follow a particular set of rules □ a 
member of the Benedictine order of monks. 

o vt -1. [attack, inquiry] to give an order to 
somebody to do or start <sthg> □ He ordered 
me to find out exactly what had happened. □ The 
doctor ordered that the patient be discharged. □ 
The policeman ordered them to stop shouting □ 
I've been ordered to stay here and keep watch. 
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-2. [drink, taxi, goods] to ask to be supplied 
with <sthg> □ I've ordered a new kitchen unit. 
□ Can I order you a cab? □ Would it be possible 
to order a copy of the new edition? 
o vi to ask for food in a restaurant □ Are you 
ready to order, sir? 

♦ orders npl = holy orders. 
♦ in order that conj so that (formal use) □ They 

were prepared to compromise in order that there 
might be harmony. 

♦ in order to conj a phrase used to say that 
one does something with the purpose of 
achieving a particular thing □ He laid a trap in 
order to find out who had betrayed him. □ In or¬ 
der to fully understand this matter, we have re¬ 
quested a full inquiry. 

♦ on the order of us, in the order of gb 
prep approximately □ It cost us on the order of 
$5,000. 

♦ order around, order about vt sep to order 
sb around or about to give sb many orders in 
a way that is annoying and unpleasant (dis¬ 
approving use) □ He was ordering everyone 
around as if he owned the place. 

order book n a book belonging to a business 
in which orders from customers are record¬ 
ed □ Our order books are currently full. 

order form n a form which a customer fills 
out when they are ordering goods or asking 
for a particular service. 

orderly ['oTdaMi] (pi orderlies) o adj -1. [crowd, 

demonstration] that is well behaved and un¬ 
der control a They filed out in an orderly fash¬ 
ion. -2. [office, person] that is neat and well 
organized □ The papers were arranged in orderly 
piles, on-1. a person who works in a hospi¬ 
tal as an assistant but is not trained to do 
medical work □ a hospital orderly. -2. a soldier 
who looks after the needs of an officer. 

order number n the number given to an or¬ 
der for goods to be supplied to somebody. 

ordinal number ['3:rdaii3l-] n a number that 
shows a position in a set of numbers, e.g. 
first, second, rather than a quantity, e.g. 
one, two. 
NOTE: Compare cardinal number. 

ordinarily [.oTdn'ersli] adv usually, especially 
when this particular time is different or is 
going to be different □ Ordinarily, we'd expect 
to be in a stronger position at this time of year. 

ordinary f'oddneri] o adj -1. (person, situation, 

day] that is normal and common, and is not 
special or different □ It lasts twice as long as 
ordinary batteries. □ We're just an ordinary couple 
who like to lead a quiet life. -2. [work, painting] 

that is not interesting because it is not spe¬ 
cial, original, or unusual (disapproving use) □ 
His work is very ordinary. □ She's a very ordinary 
artist, o n out of the ordinary unusual and dif¬ 
ferent □ The party was nothing out of the ordi¬ 
nary. 

ordinary seaman n in Britain, the second 
lowest rank in the Royal Navy. 

ordinary shares npl GB normal shares in a 
company. 

ordination fiadds'neijh] n the ceremony of be¬ 

ing ordained a priest; the act of ordaining 
priests □ Many Catholics support women's ordi¬ 
nation. 

ordnance f'oddnsns] n -1. military supplies 
and guns. -2. artillery. 

Ordnance Survey n the British government 
organization that makes detailed maps of 
Britain and Ireland. 

ore [o:r] n rock that contains one or more 
metals in a quantity that is large enough to 
mine □ iron ore. 

oregano [US a'reganou, GB ,Dri'ga:nou] n a herb 
used in cooking, especially to flavor Italian 
food. 

Oregon ['origan] a state in the northwestern 
USA, on the Pacific coast. It is known for its 
attractive scenery, abbreviation: OR. size: 

251,000 sq kms. population: 2,842,321 
(Oregonians), capital: Salem, main ctty: Port¬ 
land. 

Oregon Trail: the Oregon Trail the route taken 
in the 19th century by people traveling from 
Missouri to the northwestern USA to find 
land. 

W OREGON TRAIL 

The Oregon Trail was one of the main over¬ 
land routes for people who were traveling 
west to Oregon to start a new life. In the 
1840s and 1850s thousands of people and 
cattle traveled over the trail, mostly in 
groups of covered wagons. It took at least 
six months to make the 2,000-mile journey. 
The arrival of the railroad in the 1870s 
meant that people stopped using the route. 

organ ['D:rgan] n -1. anatomy [of a human, ani¬ 

mal, plant] a part of the body or of a plant 
that has a particular function, e.g. the heart, 
liver, kidney □ an organ donor/transplant □ sex¬ 
ual organs. -2. music a musical instrument like 
a large piano, often found in churches, in 
which sound is produced by air being forced 
out of pipes of different lengths; a smaller 
instrument similar to this that is powered 
by electricity □ organ music □ a church/an elec¬ 
tric organ. -3. [of an organization, government, 

party] a newspaper, radio station etc that 
represents the views of a particular group □ 

Pravda was the organ of the Soviet Communist 
Party. 

organic [o:r'g®mk] adj -1. (life, remains, disease] 

that is connected with plant or animal life 
or organs. -2. [gardening, farming] that uses no 
chemicals; [vegetables, produce! that has been 
grown or produced without the use of 
chemicals. 

organically [o:rlgaenikli] adv farming see organic 
□ organically grown vegetables. 

organic chemistry n the branch of chemistry 
that deals with carbon compounds. 

organism ['o:rg3nizm] n a living thing, espe¬ 
cially one that cannot be seen without a 
microscope □ Many species of bacteria parasite 
on other living organisms. 
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organist ['oi'ganast] n a person who plays the 
organ. 

organization [US .oirgsna'zeifn, GB ,o:ganai-] n 
-1. lot people] a group of people, e.g. a busi¬ 
ness or club, who work together to achieve 
a particular purpose □ It's an organization 
which promotes environmental issues. □ We are 
setting up/forming/running an organization which 
deals with equality in the workplace. □ the Organi¬ 
zation of Petroleum Exporting Countries. -2. [of a 

business] the way a system, society etc is ar¬ 
ranged or run □ The organization of the compa¬ 
ny needs a radical overhaul. -3. [of an activity, 

event, conference] the act of organizing some¬ 
thing a You're good at organization, you should 
be in charge. 

organizational [US .airgana'zeifnal, GB ,a:ganai-] 
adj organizational structure the structure of 
an organization. ■ organizational ability the 
ability to organize something □ The person 
we are looking for will have excellent organization¬ 
al skills. 

organization chart « a diagram showing all 
the departments in a company and the peo¬ 
ple who work in them, with the most pow¬ 
erful people at the top. 

organize, -ise ['3:rg3naiz] o vt-1. [activity, event] 

to plan the details of <an activity, event> 
etc and see that it takes place □ Can you or¬ 
ganize a meeting of the accounting department 
for next week? -2. to arrange one’s life, af¬ 
fairs, thoughts etc into a suitable or logical 
order □ The facts could be better organized, but 
on the whole it's a good attempt, o v< [workers] 

to form a labor union. 

organized ['o:rg3naizd] adj -1. [activity, trip, dem¬ 

onstration] that has been arranged and run by 
somebody else, usually for the benefit of a 
lot of people □ / can't bear organized vacations. 
-2. [person] who plans and organizes things 
well so that they do not waste time, money 
etc □ a wellYbadly-organized business □ We are 
looking for someone who is organized and able to 
work to tight schedules. 

organized crime n crime committed by pro¬ 
fessional criminals working in organized 
groups. 

organized labor n workers who belong to a 
union. 

organizer ['o:rg3naiz3r] n a person who organ¬ 
izes something. 

organza [oCgaenza] n a very fine stiff fabric, 
often made of silk or cotton. 

orgasm ['o:rgaezm] « the highest point of sex¬ 
ual pleasure and excitement □ / found it diffi¬ 
cult to have an orgasm/to reach orgasm. 

orgy ['o:rd3i] (pi orgies) n -1. a party with a lot 
of sexual activity or where people drink a 
lot □ a drunken orgy. -2. an excessive amount 
□ an orgy of destruction/eating/spending. 

orient [’oiriant] v? to be oriented toward sb to 
be specially designed for sb □ The job is ori¬ 
ented toward engineering graduates. ■ to orient 
oneself to find out where one is by looking 
at a map, compass, landmark etc. 

Orient: the Orient Asia, especially China, Ko¬ 

rea, and Japan. In old-fashioned use, the 
Orient also referred to the Middle East, 

oriental [.oiri'entl] o adj [art, food] that is con¬ 
nected with the Orient (old-fashioned use), 
on a person who comes from the Orient 
(old-fashioned and offensive use), 

orientate ['oirianteit] vt = orient, 

orientation [pirian'teij'n] n the particular aims, 
interests, or beliefs that somebody has □ His 
political orientation is fairly conservative. □ The 
orientation of the course is toward the practical 
rather than the theoretical. □ sexual orientation. 

orienteering [.oirion'tioriq] n a sport in which 
people cross land that they do not know 
using maps and a compass, 

orifice ['Drafas] n an opening, especially one of 
the body’s natural openings, e.g. the mouth 
or ear (formal use). 

origami [,Dra'ga:mi] n the Japanese art of fold¬ 
ing paper to make decorative objects, 

origin ['oridgin] n -1. (of a life, word, river] the 
point where something starts or begins; [of a 

conflict, problems] the cause of something □ 
It's a problem that has its origins in the distant 
past. □ a ritual of unknown origin □ Nobody 
knows where the origin of the story lies. □ the 
origin of the word "nepotism". -2. [of a person] 

the race or social class of a person’s parents 
□ a man of humble/dubious/French origin, m 
country of origin the country where a thing 
was made or where a person comes from. 

♦ origins tipi [of a person] = origin □ What are 
your origins? □ He had peasant origins. 

original [a'rid3nal] o adj -1. the original 
owner/plan etc the owner/plan etc that ex¬ 
isted first before being replaced by some¬ 
body or something else □ In its original state, 
the palace was breathtaking. □ / want to read it in 
the original language. □ The original inhabitants 
were a tribe of pygmies. -2. [document, work of 

art] that is genuine and is not a copy □ Keep 
the original receipt and send us a photocopy. □ 
The original painting is in the Louvre. ~-3. [piece of 

writing, piece of music] that has not been pub¬ 
lished before □ There was a lot of original work 
at the festival this year. -4. [idea, work, approach] 

that is new and imaginative □ She's very origi¬ 
nal in the way she dresses, 
o n -1. an original work of art, painting, or 
document □ Do you have a copy of the original? 
-2. in the original in the original language 
that something was written □ I'd like to be 
able to read "War and Peace" in the original. -3. 

an unusual person □ Buster Keaton was a real 
original. 

originality [a.ridsa'naelati] n [of an idea, ap¬ 

proach, work of art] see original a / see very little 
originality in his work. 

originally [a'rid3n3li] adv [write, belong, think] 

see original □ He was originally the owner. □ The 
movie was originally a play. □ Man originally lived 
in caves. □ Originally, they were all individual 

houses. 

original sin « the belief, held by some Chris¬ 
tians, that humans are bom in a state of sin. 

originate [a'rid33neit] o vt [plan, practice] to be 
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the person who started <sthg> □ Dick 
Fosbury originated the jump called the "Fosbury 
flop", o vi [river, custom, phenomenon] to begin 
to exist; [idea] to begin to exist as a direct re¬ 
sult of something □ How did this belief origi¬ 
nate? □ The practice originated in Mali. 

originator [3'rid33neit3r] n a person who origi¬ 
nates something. 

Orkney Islands ['o:rkni-]: the Orkney Islands a 
group of islands off the northeastern coast 
of Scotland, population: 19,338. 

Orkneys ['o:rkmz] = Orkney Islands, 

ornament ['oilwmant] n -1. an object that is 
displayed in a house, e.g. on a shelf, be¬ 
cause it is attractive □ glass ornaments. 
-2. something that adds decoration to some¬ 
thing □ The building had little ornament. 

ornamental [.oitis'inentl] adj [pond, garden, de¬ 

sign] that is attractive rather than useful, 

ornamentation [,3:rn3men'teiJ'n] n [on a build¬ 

ing, piece of furniture] decoration, 

ornate [o:r’neit] adj [vase, pattern, style] that in¬ 
cludes a lot of detailed decoration, 

ornately [o:r'neitli] adv [decorate, design] see or¬ 
nate. 

ornery ['o:rnsri] adj US stubborn or very bad- 
tempered (informal use). 

ornithologist [,3:rna'0Dl3d33st] n a person who 
studies birds. 

ornithology [,3:rn3'0Dl3d3i] n the study of 
birds and the way they live, 

orphan ['o:rfn] o n a child whose parents are 
dead, o vt to be orphaned to become an or¬ 
phan. 

orphanage ['3:rf3md3] n a place where or¬ 
phans are brought up. 

Orpheus ['o:rfi3s] in Greek mythology, a mu¬ 
sician whose wife is called Eurydice. When 
she dies, he follows her into Hades, the land 
of the dead. He is allowed to bring her back 
to life as long as he does not look back at 
her on the way. He looks back, and loses 
her. 

orthodontist [,3:r03'dDnt3st] n a dentist who 
treats teeth that are not growing in the right 
way. 

orthodox ['o:r03dDks] adj -1. [belief, method, 

system] that is accepted by most people. 
-2. religion [believer, religion] that has very 
traditional beliefs and practices □ an orthodox 
Jew. 

Orthodox Church n the Orthodox Church the 
body of Churches, including the Churches 
of Russia and Greece, that separated from 
the western Church in the 11th century, 

orthodoxy ['o:r03dDksi] n -1. a generally ac¬ 
cepted view or belief. -2. religion the state 
of being orthodox. 

orthopaedic etc [,o:r03'pi:dik] = orthopedic 
etc. 

orthopedic [,D:r03'pi:dik] adj [surgeon, medicine, 

patient] that is connected with orthopedics □ 
an orthopedic ward/hospital. 

orthopedics [,o:r03'pi:diks] n the branch of 
medicine that deals with bones. 

orthopedist [,o:r03'pi:d3st] n an orthopedic 
surgeon. 

Orwell ['o:rwel], George (1903-1950) a British 
writer who was concerned with social jus¬ 
tice. He wrote novels such as Nineteen 
Eighty-Four about the dangers of dictator¬ 
ships. 

OS o n abbr of Ordnance Survey, o abbr of 
outsize. 

O/S abbr of out of stock. 

Osaka [oo'saiks] the second-largest city in Ja¬ 
pan and an important Pacific port, popula¬ 
tion: 2,623,801. 

Osborne ['Dbzba:rn], John (1929-1995) a Brit¬ 
ish playwright whose plays, such as Look 
Back in Anger, criticize the British class sys¬ 
tem. His characters are often described as 
“angry young men”. 

Oscar ['cskal n in the USA, a prize awarded 
each year to outstanding movies, actors, and 
people working in the movie industry □ The 
movie has been nominated for five Oscars. 

oscillate ['Dssleit] vi -1. [pendulum, needle on a 

dial] to move quickly and continuously from 
side to side. -2. to continuously change from 
one mood, attitude etc to another □ He oscil¬ 
lated between happiness and depression. 

oscilloscope [s'silsskoup] « an electronic de¬ 
vice that shows the size and shape of an 
electric signal. 

OSHA (abbr of Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration) « the OSHA the US govern¬ 
ment department responsible for health and 
safety in the workplace. 

Oslo 1'dzIou] the capital of Norway, and its 
main port, population: 467,441. 

osmosis [Ds'mousos] n biology the process by 
which liquid slowly passes from one part of 
a body or plant to another through a mem¬ 
brane. 

osprey ['ospri] (pi ospreys) n a large bird that 
has a dark brown back and a white breast 
and that catches and eats fish. 

Ostend [Dst'end] a port and tourist resort in 
northwestern Belgium. There is a ferry ser¬ 
vice between Ostend and Dover, England. 
population: 68,500. 

ostensible [D'stenssbl] adj [reason, cause, pur¬ 

pose] that is said to be why something is 
done or has happened, but is probably not 
true □ There was no ostensible explanation for 
what he had done. 

ostensibly [D'stenssbli] adv [fair, reasonable] see 
ostensible □ He left the house, ostensibly to go 
for a walk. 

ostentation [.osten'teij’n] n the state of being 
ostentatious. 

ostentatious [.Dsten'teifas] adj -1. [lifestyle, 

wealth] that involves expensive possessions 
and activities intended to impress people. 
-2. [person] who likes to show people that 
they are wealthy or important. 

osteoarthritis [,Dstioua:r'0rait3s] « a disease 
which affects mainly middle-aged or elderly 



741 ours 

people, and in which the joints swell and 
become painful. 

osteopath ['ostispaeG] « a person qualified to 
practice osteopathy. 

osteopathy [,r>sti'Dp30i] n a kind of medical 
treatment in which a patient’s bones and 
joints are massaged and moved. 

ostracize, -ise ['Dstrssaiz] vt to ignore <sb> 
completely and not let them join one’s 
group (formal use). 

ostrich [‘ustritJ] « a bird that comes from Af¬ 
rica, has a long neck, can run but cannot fly, 
and is the largest bird in the world. 

Oswald ['Dzwld], Lee Harvey (1939-1963) the 
man who was accused of killing John F. 
Kennedy. He was murdered two days after 
the assassination by Jack Ruby. 

OT « -1. abbr of Old Testament. -2. abbr of oc¬ 
cupational therapy. 

OTC adj abbr of over-the-counter. 

Othello [a'Gelou] the hero of Shakespeare's 
play Othello, the Moor of Venice. He kills his 
wife, Desdemona, when he is tricked into 
believing that she has a lover. 

other ['Ad3r] o det -1. other places/people etc 
different places/people etc from those al¬ 
ready mentioned □ These shoes are more com¬ 
fortable than the other ones I've tried on. □ 
There's no other way to do it. -2. additional □ 
Do you have any other questions? □ There were 
several other people waiting. □ caviar, cham¬ 
pagne, and other delicacies. -3. the other hand/ 
end the second hand/end (used of two 
things, people etc) □ Look on the other side of 
the package. □ I don't like this cheese — can I try 
the other one? -4. the other people/things etc 
the rest of the people/things etc in the 
group □ Now I'll put the same question to the 
other members of our panel. □ The other colors 
available In this style are navy blue, cream, and 
black. -5. phrases the other day/week etc on a 
day/week etc not long ago □ / saw them only 
the other night. ■ other people people in gen¬ 
eral, but not oneself □ I'm not interested in 
what other people think. 
o pron the other the second of two things □ 
He had a gun in one hand and the key in the oth¬ 
er. □ They speak French on this side of the border 
and German on the other. □ They have two 
branches, one of which is in Paris, and the other 
in Nice. 

♦ others pron pi -1. different people, things 
etc from the one already mentioned □ Those 
are my views on the subject, though others may 
disagree. □ Some of their ideas are better than 
others. □ There have been problems in this coun¬ 
try, as in many others, o Can I wear these shoes? 
My others are all dirty. -2. the others the rest of 
the people, things etc in the group □ Two of 
us wanted to carry on walking, but the others 
were tired so we stopped. 

♦ other than prep except <sb/sthg> □ Other 
than my boss, no one knew. □ / got a few bruises 
in the crash but other than that I feel OK. ■ none 
other than used to emphasize somebody or 
something that is very surprising □ It was 
none other than the Vice President himself. 

otherwise ['Ad3rwaiz] o adv -1. I have a cold, 
but otherwise I'm fine I have a cold, but 
apart from this I’m fine □ My room is slightly 
too small, but otherwise it's OK. m an otherwise 
normal day a day which is normal apart 
from the one thing just mentioned. ■ I left 
because I would have been late otherwise if I 
had not left then I would have been late □ 
I'm glad we took the car, because otherwise we 
would have had too far to walk. -2. to think/ 
state/act otherwise to think/state/act some¬ 
thing different or opposite to what has just 
been mentioned □ We should try to leave early, 
unless you think otherwise. □ unless advised 
otherwise by your dentist. 
o conj hurry up, otherwise you'll be late if 
you do not hurry up, you will be late □ / 
want to see an improvement in your work, other¬ 
wise you'll be asked to leave the team. 

other world n the other world the place that 
many people believe is where a person’s 
spirit goes to when the body is dead, 

otherworldly [,Ad3r'w3:rldli] adj [person, atti¬ 

tude) that is more concerned with things 
connected to the spirit than with normal 
and real life. 

Ottawa ['Dtawa] the capital of Canada, in south¬ 
eastern Ontario, population: 313,987. 

otter ['Dt3r] « an animal that has brown fur, a 
wide flat tail, and webbed feet for swim¬ 
ming in water and eats fish and small ani¬ 
mals. 

OU n abbr of Open University, 

ouch [autj] excl a word used when one sud¬ 
denly feels pain □ Ouchl That hurt! 

ought [o:t] aux vb -1. used to say that it 
would be sensible or a good idea to do 
something □ You really ought to see a doctor. □ 
Ought I to let them know I'm coming? m you 
ought to have gone it would have been sen¬ 
sible to go, but you did not go □ You ought to 
have gotten advice from a lawyer before you 
wrote the letter. -2. used to say that it would 
be morally good to do something □ I ought to 
punish you for this! □ They ought not to be so 
rude to customers. ■ you ought to have done it 
it would have been morally better if you 
had done it, but you didn’t □ We ought to 
have realized that this would happen. -3. used to 
say what one expects to happen o The meet¬ 
ing ought to finish soon. □ They ought to be here 
by now. 

oughtn't ['o:tnt] = ought not. 

ounce [auns] n -1. a unit (approximately 28.35 
grams) for measuring weight □ Take 4 ounces 
of butter. □ There are 16 ounces in/to a pound. 
-2. [of common sense, intelligence] a small 
amount □ There isn't an ounce of truth in what 
you say. 

our [’au3r] det our house/car the house/car that 
belongs to us or is connected with us □ We 
had forgotten our passports. □ Our children are all 
grown up now. □ Let's forget about our problems 
while we're on vacation. 

Our Lady Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, 

ours ['au3rz] pron used to refer to something 
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that belongs to or is connected with a group 
of people that includes oneself □ If your tent's 
not big enough you can always borrow ours. ■ 
it's ours it belongs to us □ The house will be 
ours when my father dies. ■ a friend of ours 
one of our friends □ We've been invited to din¬ 
ner by a colleague of ours. 

ourselves [au3r'selvz] pron pi -1. used after a 
preposition, or as the object of a verb, to re¬ 
fer to the same people as the subject “we” □ 
We all enjoyed ourselves on our day out. □ She 
told us to sit down and make ourselves comfort¬ 
able. □ We felt so pleased with ourselves when 
we went jogging for the first time. -2. used to 
emphasize “we” □ Now that we've met John 
ourselves we're quite happy about Jenny and him 
getting married, m we did it (by) ourselves we 
did it without help from other people □ 
James and I painted the bedroom ourselves. 

oust [aost] vt to force <sb> to leave a group, 
position, or place □ He was ousted from power 
by a military coup. 

out [aut] o adv -1. not inside a room, contain¬ 
er, car etc □ The phone Is out In the corridor. □ 
The bus stopped and we all got out. -2. not in¬ 
side a house or building □ It's windy out today. 
□ He's out at the moment, can I take a message? 
□ I'm going out for a walk. ■ out here/there out¬ 
side (used by somebody who is outside/ 
inside a building) □ Let me In, it's cold out 
here. ■ out you go! go outside. -3. to stay/eat 
out to stay/eat away from one’s home, of¬ 
fice etc □ She's out on business at the moment. 
□ Let's have a day out at the beach. -4. the fire/ 
light is out the fire/light is no longer 
burning/shining □ The fire/lights went out. □ 
Turn the lamp out. -5. the tide is out the sea 
has moved away from the shore □ They wait¬ 
ed for the tide to go out. -6. to be/go out 
[clothes, style) to be/become unfashionable □ 
Tight trousers went out years ago. -7. to be out 
[flower) to be blooming □ The crocuses are out 
already. -8. to be/come out [sun, stars] to have 
appeared/to appear in the sky □ The sun 
came out from behind a cloud. -9. [book, product] 

available for sale to the public □ Their new 
record will be out in March. -10. to be/ccme out 
[workers, union) to be/go on strike (informal 
use) □ The workforce has been out for two 
months now. 

o adj -1. to be out [plan, suggestion) not to be 
possible or acceptable □ Wednesday's out, I'm 
afraid. -2. to be out [calculation, guess) to be 
wrong □ Our estimate was out by 5%. -3. to be 
out to do sthg to be trying to do sthg □ The 
police are out to get him. 

o prep out the building not inside the build¬ 
ing □ Take the plates out the dishwasher. 

♦ out of prep -1. out of the building not inside 
the building □ / was out of the room at the 
time. □ He 'll be out of the country for two weeks. 
□ The driver got out of the bus. -2. used to say 
where something comes from □ a page out of 
a book □ We can pay for it out of our savings. 
-3. made out of sthg made using sthg as a 
material □ a necklace made out of diamonds and 
rubies. -4. to do sthg out of boredom/ 
interest/love etc to do sthg because one feels 

boredom/interest/love etc □ / read the note 
out of sheer curiosity. -5. to be out of coffee/ 
paper/cash etc to no longer have any cof- 
fee/paper/cash etc □ We're out of milk, can you 
go and buy some? -6. one out of six/ten etc 
one in each group of six/ten etc □ Six out of 
(every) ten people interviewed liked the product. 
□ Your exam was excellent; ten out of ten! 

out-and-out adj an out-and-out liar/fanatic etc 
a complete liar/fanatic etc. 

outback ['autbaek] n the outback the areas of 
Australia away from the coast where very 
few people live. 

W OUTBACK 
Many Australians refer to any area of wild 
land as outback, but the term really refers to 
the large area of red deserts and dry plains 
in central Australia — an area that covers 
over 70% of the country. The outback is an 
important part of Australian myths and cul¬ 
ture, even though most Australians live in 
towns and cities along the coast, and many 
have never been to the outback. 

outbid [,aut'bid] (pt & pp outbid, cont outbid¬ 
ding) vf to bid a higher price than <sb> for 
something, often at an auction □ We were 
outbid for the painting by a foreign collector. 

outboard (motor) [,aotb3:rd-] n a motor with 
a propeller that is attached to the back of a 
small boat. 

outbound ['autbaund] adj [train, flight) that is 
traveling away from a particular place. 

outbreak [’autbreik] « the sudden beginning 
of something, especially violence or disease 
□ the outbreak of war □ Recent outbreaks of 
crime have led to a rise in the demand for burglar 
alarms. □ They reported an outbreak of cholera in 
the region. 

outbuildings ['autbildigz] npl buildings such as 
barns and stables that are not joined to the 
main building, but that belong to it. 

outburst ['autb3:rst] n -1. the act of suddenly 
showing a strong emotion, especially anger 
□ The announcement provoked angry outbursts in 
the Senate. -2. the sudden appearance of some¬ 
thing bad that lasts for a short period of time □ 
fresh outbursts of violence/shelling. 

outcast [US 'autkasst, GB -ka:st] n a person who 
has been rejected by a group of people or 
by society □ These people are treated as social 
outcasts. 

outclass [US .aut'klaes, GB -'kla:s] vt [rival] to be 
much better than <sb> at something □ He 
was hopelessly outclassed by his opponent. 

outcome ['autkAm] tt the final result of a pro¬ 
cess, situation etc □ What was the outcome of 
the meeting? □ We're hoping for a peaceful out¬ 
come to the talks. 

outcrop ['autkrop] « a large mass of rock that 
sticks out of the ground or the side of a 
mountain □ a rocky outcrop. 

outcry ['autkrai] {pi outcries) n an angry pro¬ 
test by a lot of people □ There was a public 
outcry over the fare increases. 
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outdated [.aut'deitad] adj [method, idea, technol¬ 

ogy] that is now no longer suitable because 
it has been replaced by a new one □ My par¬ 
ents have very outdated views on bringing up chil¬ 
dren. □ outdated equipment. 

outdid [.aut'did] fast tense of outdo, 

outdistance [.aot'distsns] vt -1. to go so fast 
that one is very far ahead of <the other 
competitors> in a race. -2. to be more suc¬ 
cessful at something than <one’s rival, com- 
petitors> etc □ They easily outdistanced the op¬ 
position at the local elections. 

outdo [.aut'du:] {ft outdid, ff outdone [-’dAn]) 
vt [person, rival, neighbors] to do something 
better than <sb> □ Maggie, not to be outdone 
by her sister, also won her event. 

outdoor ['autdo:r] adj -1. an outdoor swimming 
pool/cafe a swimming pool/cafe that is out¬ 
side, not inside a building □ / enjoy outdoor 
sports. -2. outdoor clothes/shoes clothes/ 
shoes that are made to be worn outside, 

outdoors [,aut'do:rz] adv [eat, play, gol outside, 
not inside a building. 

outer ['autar] adj -1. an outer wall/layer etc a 
wall/layer etc that is on the outside of 
something □ The lobster has a hard outer shell. 
-2. the outer suburbs the areas further away 
from the center of a city □ outer London. 

outermost ['aut3rmoust] adj the outermost 
layer/area etc the layer/area etc that is fur¬ 
thest from the middle. 

outer space n space that is far from the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

outerwear ['aut9rwe3r] n clothes made to be 
worn outdoors. 

outfield ['autfidd] n the outfield the part of a 
baseball or cricket field that is furthest from 
the middle; the players who stand in this 
part. 

outfit ['autfit] tt -1. two or more items of 
clothing that are chosen or made to be 
worn together □ / like your outfit! -2. an or¬ 
ganization of people working together (infor¬ 
mal use) □ They run a small printing outfit in LA. 

outfitters [’autfit3rz] m GB a store that sells 
men’s clothes (old-fashioned use) □ a gentle¬ 
men's outfitters. 

outflank [.aot'flaegk] vt -1. military [army] to get 
around the side of <enemy soldiers> in or¬ 
der to attack them from behind. -2. [oppo¬ 

nent, opposition] to beat <sb> in business, an 
argument etc by doing something clever, 

outgoing [.aot gouig] adj -1. the outgoing 
chairman/governor etc the person who is 
soon going to leave their position as chair- 
man/govemor etc □ There will be an address 
by the outgoing CEO. -2. outgoing mail/passen¬ 
gers etc mail/passengers etc leaving a parti¬ 
cular place □ All outgoing flights have been re¬ 
routed via JFK. -3. [person] who is friendly and 
enjoys talking to people they do not know □ 
She has a friendly outgoing nature. 

♦ outgoings nfl GB all the money spent on 
different things by a business, or in one’s 
daily life □ Our monthly outgoings are very high. 

outgrow [,aut'grou] (ft outgrew f-'gru:], ff out¬ 

grown [-'groon]) vt -1. [jacket, shoes] to grow 
too big for <a piece of clothing>, so that it 
no longer fits one □ They outgrow their clothes 
so quickly at that age. -2. [space, resources] to 
become too large for <sthg>, so that it is no 
longer enough □ The company soon outgrew its 
original offices. -3. [toys, habit] to no longer do, 
enjoy etc <sthg>, because one has grown 
older and changed □ Thankfully, I've outgrown 
all those unrealistic notions about marriage. 

outhouse ['authaus, fl -hauziz] n -1. an outside 
toilet. -2. GB a small building that is part of 
a house and is often used for storing things 
in. 

outing ['autir)] n -1. a short pleasant visit to a 
place, usually made by a group of people □ 
We're taking the local old folk on an outing to the 
theater. □ a work/family/school outing. -2. the 
act of telling the public that a well-known 
person is a secret homosexual □ the outing of 
prominent political figures. 

outlandish [aut'laendif] adj [behavior, clothing, 

idea] very strange (disapproving use) □ Julie has 
some very outlandish ideas about politics. 

outlast [US .aut'laest, GB -’la:st] vt to last longer 
than <sb/sthg> □ These old buildings will out¬ 
last many built this century. 

outlaw f'autb:] o vt -1. to make <sthg> illegal 
□ The movement was outlawed and its leaders 
arrested. □ All firearms should be outlawed. -2. 
to announce that <sb> is a criminal □ The 
outlawed mayor took refuge in South America. 
On a criminal who is hiding in order to 
avoid being caught (old-fashioned use) □ a 
band of outlaws. 

outlay f'autlei] n the amount of money one 
spends in order to start a business project □ 
Their initial outlay was relatively small. 

outlet ['autlet] n -1. [for one's feelings] some¬ 
thing that gives one a way of showing one’s 
feelings or using one’s ideas □ Writing provid¬ 
ed her with an outlet for her anger. -2. con¬ 
struction a hole or pipe which something 
can go out through □ a gas/sewage/water out¬ 
let. -3. business a business or store that sells 
particular goods □ a retail outlet. -4. electricity 
a device fitted to a wall that is part of a wir¬ 
ing system and supplies current to electrical 
appliances. 

outline [’autlain] o « -1. a short description of 
something that covers the main facts and 
uses few words □ He gave her a brief outline of 
what had happened/the new law. □ a broad out¬ 
line □ an outline proposal/description. ■ to show 
sthg in outline to give an outline of sthg □ 
This sheet shows, in outline, the subjects to be 
studied this year. -2. the shape of the outside 
edge of something; the general shape of 
something □ Draw the outline first, and then col¬ 
or it in. □ They could just make out the outline of 
a ship in the distance. 
o vt -1. [plan, reasons] to give a short general 
description of <sthg> □ I'd like to comment on 
some points outlined in the report. -2. to be out¬ 
lined against sthg to be seen in oudine be¬ 
cause sthg behind it is brighter □ / saw a dark 
figure outlined against the evening sky. 
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outlive [.aut'liv] vt -1. to live longer than <sb/ 
sthg> □ I'm sure grandma will outlive us all. 
-2. to outlive its usefulness to no longer be 
useful to one □ This computer has outlived its 
usefulness. 

outlook f'autluk] n -1. (of a person) one’s gener¬ 
al attitude to life □ She has a very positive out¬ 
look on life. -2. [of a situation) the way a par¬ 
ticular situation is likely to develop in the 
future □ The outlook for the mining industry is 
grim. □ the weather outlook for the weekend/the 
rest of the country. 

outlying ['autlanr)] adj outlying districts/regions 
etc districts/regions etc that are far away 
from towns or cities □ Some of the outlying vil¬ 
lages are very attractive. 

outmaneuver us, outmanoeuvre gb [.autma- 
'nu:v3r] vt (opponent, rival] to get a big advan¬ 
tage over <sb> by doing something clever, 

outmoded [.aut'moudad] adj [method, belief, 

idea] that is no longer fashionable or useful, 

outnumber [,aut'nAmbar] vt to be greater in 
number than <another group> □ In the group 
boys outnumber girls by three to two. 

out-of-court adj an out-of-court settlement an 
agreement between the two sides in a legal 
dispute in which one pays the other a sum 
of money, so that the matter does not have 
to be dealt with in a court. 

♦ out of court adv. Myers agreed to settle out 
of court. 

out-of-date adj -1. (book, information, law] that 
is no longer correct, suitable, or useful a This 
guidebook is completely out-of-date. -2. [license, 

passport] that is no longer valid, 

out of doors adv [eat, work, play] outside, not 
inside a building □ It's too cold to spend much 
time out of doors. 

out-of-the-way adj [place, village] that is quite 
far from the nearest town and is not easy to 
reach or find □ We found a motel In an out-of- 
the-way place in Wade County. 

outpace [.aut'peis] vt -1. to do something fast¬ 
er or better than <sb> □ Stephens easily out¬ 
paced me on the track. -2. to do better than 
<sthg> □ Technology is constantly outpacing it¬ 
self. 

outpatient ['autpeijnt] n a person who goes to 
a hospital for treatment, but who does not 
spend the night there. 

outplacement ['autpleismant] « a service that 
helps people who have lost their jobs to 
find new jobs. 

outplay [,aut'plei] vt [team, player] to play bet¬ 
ter than <one’s opponent> in a sport, with 
the result that one usually wins, 

outpost ['autpoust] n a small village or mili¬ 
tary position in a lonely distant area, 

outpouring ['autpaing] « the act of suddenly 
showing a strong feeling, reaction etc, espe¬ 
cially sadness □ an outpouring of ideas/grief. 

output ['autput] o«-i. [of a factory, writer, busi¬ 

ness] the amount of work or goods pro¬ 
duced by somebody or something □ We 
must increase output by 18%. □ Fischer's output 
as a writer has been disappointingly low. -2. 

computing the act of sending information 
from a computer to a printer or screen; the 
information that is sent in this way □ Output 
from this program is problematic. □ Here's the lat¬ 
est output to give to the sales manager, 
o vt computing [data, file] to send <informa- 
tion> from a computer to a printer or 
screen. 

outrage ['aotreid3l o n a strong feeling of 
shock and anger about something; an event 
or action that makes people have this feel¬ 
ing □ There was public outrage at the news. □ 
It's an outrage against humanity, o vt to make 
<sb> feel outrage □ Mothers were outraged by 
the discovery that their children had been given 
the vaccine. 

outraged l'aotreid3d] adj [person] who feels 
outrage □ Outraged animal lovers have protested 
against the experiments. 

outrageous [aut'reid33s] adj -1. [behavior, crime, 
remark] that one thinks is very shocking and 
totally unacceptable □ It's outrageous how ex¬ 
pensive alcohol is here compared to on the conti¬ 
nent. -2. [person, idea, outfit] that one thinks is 
very unusual and often amusing or shocking 
□ He's got an outrageous sense of fun. 

outran [.aot'raen] past tense of outrun. 

outrank fiaut'rarjk] vt to be in a more senior 
position than <sb>. 

outrider ['autraidar] n a person who rides a 
horse or motorbike near to an official vehi¬ 
cle, especially in order to give protection □ a 
motorcycle outrider. 

outright [adj 'autrait, adv ,aut'rait] o adj -1. an 
outright denial/refusal etc a very clear and di¬ 
rect denial/refusal etc □ This accusation is an 
outright lie. -2. an outright win/failure etc a 
complete and total win/failure etc □ She’s 
the outright winner, o adv -1. [deny, accusel / 
asked him outright whether he had done it. 
-2. [win, fail] They rejected the offer outright. ■ 
to be killed outright to be killed immediately. 

outrun [.aut'rAn] (pt outran, pp outrun, cont 
outrunning) vt [competitor, attacker] to run 
faster than <sb>. 

outsell [.aot'sel] (pt & pp outsold) vt to be sold 
in greater numbers than <the products of 
other companies; to sell more of a particular 
product than <another company> □ This 
laundry detergent has consistently outsold all oth¬ 
er well-known brands over the last eight months. 

outset ['aotset] n at the outset at the very be¬ 
ginning □ She was clear about what she expect¬ 
ed right at the outset. ■ from the outset from 
the very beginning □ I've been involved in this 
company from the outset. 

outshine baut'Jain] (pt & pp outshone l-'fDn]) 
vt to do something much better than <sb> □ 
Simon outshone his elder brother at math. 

outside [adv .aut'said, prep, adj, & n 'autsaid] 
o adv to go/run/look outside to go/run/look 
out of a building or room □ We hurried out¬ 
side as soon as we saw the car pull up. ■ to 
stand/happen/wait outside to stand/happen/ 
wait near a room or building but not in it □ 
/ heard him chatting to someone outside in the 
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corridor. □ Don't leave your bike outside in case it 
rains. 

o prep -1. outside a room/building not inside 
a room/building but near to it □ You can easi¬ 
ly park outside the office. □ There was a crowd of 
journalists outside the entrance to the hotel. 
-2. outside a town/city/country beyond the 
place where a town/city/country ends □ We 
stopped for a meal a few miles outside Denver. 
-3. outside a group/organization among peo¬ 
ple who are not part of a group/organi¬ 
zation □ No one outside his immediate family 
knew that he was ill. -4. outside office hours 
during the time before and after office hours 
□ We sometimes meet outside working hours, 
o adj -1. an outside wall/door etc a wall/ 
door etc that is not inside a room or build¬ 
ing, or that faces outside □ Switch off the out¬ 
side light. □ an outside toilet. -2. an outside 
consultant/team a consultant/team that does 
not belong to a group or organization □ / 
think we need an outside opinion on this. -3. the 
outside world the rest of the world, that one 
cannot go to, talk with etc. -4. an outside 
chance a very small chance □ There's just an 
outside chance that he might have survived the 
crash. 
o n the outside the outer part or surface of 
something □ The outside of the house needs 
painting. □ From the outside the restaurant looked 
spacious, but inside it was small and crowded. 

♦ outside of prep US (informal use) -1. outside 
of a place/country etc outside a place/coun¬ 
try etc □ They moved to a place just outside of 
New Orleans. -2. except for <sb/sthg> □ No¬ 
body outside of Jack knows the whole story. 

outside lane n GB the lane of a road that is 
closest to the center. 

outside line n a telephone line that can be 
used to call somebody outside a building, 
not inside it □ Can you get me an outside line, 
please, Janet? 

outsider [.aot'saida'] n -1. a person or animal 
that is not expected to win a race or compe¬ 
tition □ The race was won by Cool Cat, an out¬ 
sider on 50-1. -2. a person who is not accept¬ 
ed by, or involved in, a particular group □ 
Jim had always been something of an outsider. 

outsize ['autsaiz] adj -1. [book, portion] that is 
bigger than the usual size. -2. [clothes, shoes] 
that are bigger than the standard sizes and 
are made especially for large people, 

outsized [’autsaizd] adj = outsize, 

outskirts I'autsk3:rts] npl the outskirts the area 
round the edge of a town or city □ We live 
on the outskirts of Minneapolis. 

outsmart [,aot'sma:rt] vt [enemy, opponent] to 
beat or get an advantage over <sb> by do¬ 
ing something more clever than them □ Suk 
outsmarted his pursuers and escaped abroad. 

outsold [,aut'soold] past tense & past participle 
of outsell. 

outsourcing ['aot.sofsirj] n the practice of buy¬ 
ing parts from suppliers outside a company, 

outspoken [.aot'spoukan] adj [person, critic] 
who has strong opinions and tells other 
people what they think, even if they shock 

or offend them □ She's always been extremely 
outspoken in her criticism of the museum's poli¬ 
cy. □ outspoken remarks. 

outspread [.aut'spred] adj [hands, wings] that 
are opened out as wide as possible; [news¬ 

paper, map] that is opened out to its full size 
□ She ran toward him with outspread arms. 

outstanding [aut'staendig] adj -1. [performance, 

achievement, person] that is of an excellent 
standard □ She has made an outstanding contri¬ 
bution since she joined the company. -2. 
[influence, example] that is very important or 
obvious □ an outstanding example of pre-colonial 
art. -3. [money, bill] that has not yet been paid 
□ You must note down any outstanding debts on 
your tax return. -4. (work, job] that still needs 
to be finished; [problems, questions] that still 
need to be solved or dealt with □ A few mat¬ 
ters were left outstanding at the end of the meet¬ 
ing. 

outstay [.aot'stei] vt to outstay one's welcome 

to stay at somebody's house longer than 
they want or than is polite □ Well, we'd bet¬ 
ter go — we don't want to outstay our welcome. 

outstretched [,aut'stretjt] adj [wings] that are 
opened out as wide as possible; larm, hand] 

that is stretched out as wide as possible or 
as far forward as possible □ He greeted her 
with arms outstretched. 

outstrip [,aut'strip] (pt & pp outstripped, cont 
outstripping) vt -1. to be more successful 
than cone’s rival, competitors> etc; to be 
greater or stronger than <sb/sthg> □ Demand 
has outstripped supply for the second month run¬ 
ning. -2. to run faster than <a person or ani¬ 
mal □ We started to race, but Boris soon out¬ 
stripped me. 

out-take n a section of a movie or program 
that is not included when the movie or pro¬ 
gram is shown to the public, usually be¬ 
cause it contains a mistake, 

out-tray n a tray in an office in which docu¬ 
ments and mail are put before they are sent 
somewhere else. 

outvote [,aut'vout] vf to be outvoted to be de¬ 
feated because more people voted against 
one, or against one’s idea, than for one □ 
Sorry, Dan, you're outvoted. □ The proposal was 
outvoted by four votes to three. 

outward ['autwatl] o adj -1. the outward voy¬ 

age/trip the voyage/trip from one’s home to 
the place one is going to □ We had no prob¬ 
lems at all on the outward voyage. -2. an out¬ 

ward sign a sign that can be seen by other 
people, even though it hides what is true or 
real □ Flachel never showed any outward signs of 
depression. □ To all outward appearances, the 
business was doing well, o adv US to move/ 

face outward to move/face away from the 
center or the inside □ The window opens out¬ 
ward. □ l/Ve stood in a circle, facing outward. 

outwardly ['aotwatUi] adv a word used to de¬ 
scribe the way a person or situation looks, 
when this is perhaps different from what is 
really true □ He hid his distress and remained 
outwardly composed. □ Outwardly, she seems to 
be the same as before. 
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outwards ['aotw3rdz] adv = outward, 
outweigh [,aut'wei] vt to be more important 

or serious than <sthg> □ The advantages of 
being computerized far outweigh the costs in¬ 
volved. 

outwit [.aot'wit] (pt St pp outwitted, cont out¬ 
witting) vt [opponent, rival] to beat or get an 
advantage over <sb> by doing something 
more clever than them □ Once again, the po¬ 
lice had been outwitted by the gang. 

outworker ['aotw3:rk3r] n a person who works 
for a company at home, doing tasks such as 
typing or sewing. 

oval ['ouvl] o adj shaped like a circle but wid¬ 
er in the middle and usually more pointed 
at one end □ An egg is oval in shape, o n an 
oval shape. 

Oval Office: the Oval Office the office of the 
US President. 

ovarian [oo'vearian] adj [cyst, cancer] that is 
connected with a woman’s ovaries, 

ovary ['ouvari] (pi ovaries) n either of the two 
organs in females that produce eggs, 

ovation [ou'veijh] « enthusiastic applause. ■ a 
standing ovation enthusiastic applause and 
cheering by an audience that has stood up □ 
Prescott's speech was given a standing ovation. 

oven [’Avn] n the part of a stove that has a 
door and which food is put inside to be 
cooked; this part of a stove at a particular 
temperature □ an electric/gas oven □ a medium/ 
hot oven. 

oven glove n a padded cloth that fits on 
one’s hand and is used for taking hot things 
out of the oven. 

ovenproof ['Avnprurf] adj [dish, plate] that can 
be used to cook food in an oven without 
getting damaged. 

oven-ready adj [chicken, meal] that is sold in a 
package and is ready to be cooked, 

ovenware [Vvnwe3r] n a collective term for 
cooking pots, dishes etc that are ovenproof, 

over [’ouv3r] o prep -1. over the river/bridge/ 
door etc direcdy above the river/bridge/door 
etc □ / rent a studio over a restaurant. □ There 
was a sign over the entrance. -2. to put/wear 
etc sthg over sthg to put/wear etc sthg on 
top of sthg else, and covering it □ She was 
carrying a bag over her arm. □ Just leave your 
coat over the back of the chair. -3. to fly/jump 
etc over sthg to fly/jump etc from one side 
of sthg to the other □ James crossed over the 
road to join us. -4. to live over the road to live 
on the other side of the road □ They could 
see enemy troops gathering over the border. □ 
The sun disappeared over the horizon. -5. to 
bend/crouch over sb/sthg to bend/crouch in 
the direction of sb/sthg that is below one □ 
She leaned over and kissed him. -6. over 50 
years ago more than 50 years ago □ It cost 
well over $600. -7. used to show a position of 
power or higher rank □ a victory over the en¬ 
emy □ He was promoted over me. -8. a dis¬ 
pute/an argument over money a dispute/an 
argument about money □ She takes care over 
her work. □ There's some doubt over the future 

of the company. -9. over the year during the 
whole of the year □ What are you doing over 
the weekend? o Let's discuss it over lunch, 

o adv -1. used to indicate a place that is 
near enough for one to see it or point to it □ 
I parked the car over by the gate. ■ over here 

near to one; in the same country as one □ 
It's over here, I've found it! □ Joe is over here for 
a year doing research, m over there at some 
place away from where one is; in a different 
country from one □ He sounded upset — I'd 
better get over there right away. -2. to go/come 

over to go/come to a place, especially 
somebody’s home (used to show movement 
between two places) □ Let's invite them over 
for a meal. □ Could you pass me over a copy of 
the memo, please? -3. to fall/be knocked over 

to fall/be knocked downward toward the 
ground □ He knocked the coffee cup over as he 
reached for the phone. □ She rolled over and 
went to sleep. -4. boys of eight or over boys 
of eight or more. -5. (left) over that remains 
or has not been used □ That leaves $2 over. □ 
I’ve got some pastry left over. -6. radio over 

(and out)! used by pilots, the police etc to 
end a radio conversation. -7. to be over [play, 

relationship] to be finished □ The meeting was 
over by five o'clock. □ Our marriage is definitely 
over. -8. to do sthg (all) over again to do sthg 
again from the beginning, especially when 
this is very tiring or boring □ Now I've lost 
count and I'll have to start all over again! • over 

and over (again) many times □ I've told him 
over and over again, but he just won't listen, 

o n sport a series of six balls bowled by a 
bowler in cricket. 

♦ over and above prep in addition to <sthg> 
□ There will be additional expenses over and 
above the basic outlay. 

♦ over to prep radio & tv used to indicate 
who the next speaker will be o And now it's 
over to Alan Partridge at the sports desk. 

over- prefix added to words to mean too 
much of the particular quality, thing etc □ 
over-anxious □ an over-exaggeration. 

overabundance [.ouvara'bAndans] n too much 
of something. 

overact [.oovar'aekt] vi to act a part in a play 
with too much emotion. 

overactive fiouvar'cektiv] adj [gland] that is too 
active. 

overall [adj St adv .ouvar'od, « 'oovarad] o adj 
[impression, size, cost] that includes every¬ 
thing □ Our overall profits are low. □ The overall 
Impression is one of peace and tranquility, o adv 
a word used to summarize a situation or 
one’s opinion about something □ Overall, 
you ve done a good job. □ It’s been a good year 
overall, o ti -1. a light coat worn to protect 
one s clothes when doing dirtv work. -2. US 
a pair of trousers attached to a jacket that is 
worn to protect one’s clothes when doing 
dirty work. 

♦ overalls npl -1. a pair of trousers attached 
to a jacket that is worn to protect one’s 
clothes when doing dirty work. -2. US a pair 
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of trousers with a bib and shoulder straps 
attached. 

overambitious [.oovsraem'bijss] adj -1. [person] 

who tries to do something that is too diffi¬ 
cult □ Don't be too overambitious at first — I'd 
advise you to start slowly. -2. [plan, schedule, at¬ 

tempt] that requires a lot of effort and is too 
difficult to achieve □ She had set a ridiculously 
overambitious schedule for herself. 

overanxious [.ouvsr'serjkfss] adj [person] who 
worries too much. 

overarm ['ouv3ra:rm] o adj [throw, bowling] that 
involves moving one’s arm from behind 
one’s body until it is above one’s shoulder, 
o adv [throw] / threw the ball overarm. 

overate [.oovsr'eit] fast tense of overeat, 

overawed [.oovsr'oid] vt to be overawed to be 
so impressed by somebody or something 
that one becomes silent □ They were com¬ 
pletely overawed by the occasion. 

overbalance [,oov3r'bsel3ns] vt to become un¬ 
balanced and fall over or nearly fall over, 

overbearing [,oov3r'be3rir)] adj [person] who is 
unpleasant because they try to make people 
do what they want them to do, or does not 
think about what other people want or are 
feeling □ / find him aggressive and overbearing. 

overblown [,ouv3r'bloun] adj [description, compli¬ 

ment] that makes something seem bigger or 
more important than it really is. 

overboard ['oov3rbo:rd] adv -1. to fall over¬ 
board to fall from a boat or ship into the 
water. -2. to go overboard to get too excited 
about somebody or something; to do some¬ 
thing to an unreasonable degree (informal 
use) □ He went completely overboard in his praise 
of her. 

overbook [,ouv3r'buk] vi to sell or reserve more 
places for a play, hotel, vacation etc than are 
available. 

overburden [,ouv3r'b3:rdn] vt to be overbur¬ 
dened with sthg [with work, debts] to have 
more of sthg than one can deal with, 

overcame [,ouv3r'keim] past tense of overcome, 

overcapitalize, -ise [,ouv3r'kaep3tlaiz] vi to 
change too many assets, reserves etc into 
capital. 

overcast [US ,ouvr'kaest, GB .oova'kaist] adj [sky, 
day, weather] cloudy and dark □ It was a dull 
day, gray and overcast. 

overcharge [,ouv3r'tla:rd3l vt [person, customer] 

to charge <sb> more than the correct price 
for something □ He overcharged me by $15. □ / 

think I have been overcharged for my insurance. 

overcoat ['ouv3rkout] n a long thick coat worn 
especially in winter. 

overcome [,ouv3r'kAm] (pt overcame, pp over¬ 
come) vt -1. to deal with <a problem or feel- 
ing> successfully □ He managed to overcome 
his fear of heights. -2. to be overcome by or 

with sthg [by emotion, fear] to feel sthg more 
strongly than anything else for a short peri¬ 
od of time □ He was overcome by sadness/with 
joy. -3. to be overcome by smoke/fumes etc to 
feel weak from the effects of smoke/fumes 

etc □ Most of the victims had been overcome by 
smoke. 

overcompensate [.ouva^kompanseit] vi to do 
much more than is necessary to correct a 
problem, with the result that one does 
something else that is wrong □ When she's 
nervous she tends to overcompensate by being 
very aggressive. 

overconfident [,ouv3r'kDnfid3nt] adj too confi¬ 
dent. 

overcooked [,ouv3r'kokt] adj [meat, vegetables] 

that has been cooked for too long or with 
too much heat. 

overcrowded [,ouv3r'kraud3d] adj [room, office, 

prison] that has too many people in it □ The 
camp is desperately overcrowded with refugees. 

overcrowding [,ouv3r'kraudir|] « the state of 
being overcrowded □ There is severe over¬ 
crowding in our prisons. 

overdeveloped [,ouv3rdi'vel3pt] adj -1. photog¬ 

raphy [film] that is too dark because a mis¬ 
take was made during the developing pro¬ 
cess. -2. [interest, appetite] that is much bigger 
than it should be. -3. [town, area] that has 
been spoiled by too many buildings, 

overdo [,ouv3r'du:] {pt overdid [-'did], pp over¬ 

done) vt -1. [compliments, welcome] to exag¬ 
gerate <sthg> (disapproving use) □ Just tell her 
calmly about your feelings without overdoing it 
and getting angry. -2. [exercises, sunbathing, gar¬ 

dening] to do too much of <an activity>, es¬ 
pecially so that one suffers pain afterward. ■ 
to overdo it to do too much or work too 
hard so that one becomes tired □ The doctor 
told her not to overdo it after the operation. □ I've 
been overdoing things recently. -3. [meat, vegeta¬ 

bles] to cook <food> for too long; [salt, garlic] 

to add too much of <sthg> to food, 

overdone [,oov3r'dAn] o past participle of over¬ 

do. o adj [meat, cake] that has been cooked 
for too long. 

overdose [’oov3rdoos] o n a dangerous 
amount of drugs that somebody has swal¬ 
lowed or injected □ Craig died of a drug over¬ 
dose. □ She took an overdose of sleeping pills, 
o vi to overdose on sthg [on heroin, aspirin] to 
take an overdose of sthg. 

overdraft [US 'oovrdraeft, GB 'oovsdraift] n the 
amount of money that a person is allowed 
to owe a bank where they have an account 
□ I've got a $200 overdraft. □ an overdraft facility. 

overdrawn [,oov3r'dro:n] adj (person] who has 
taken out more money from their bank ac¬ 
count than was in it □ I'm overdrawn at the 
bank by $20. □ My account is overdrawn. 

overdressed [,ouv3r'drest] adj to be over¬ 

dressed to be wearing clothes that are too 
formal or elegant for a particular occasion, 

overdrive ['oov3rdraiv] n to go into overdrive 

[person, factory] to start working very hard, 

overdue [,ouv3r'diu:] adj -1. to be overdue for 

sthg to have needed sthg for a long time □ 
I'm overdue for a dental check-up. -2. (long) 

overdue [reform, change, promotion] that has 
been needed or awaited for a long time □ 
She finally received a welcome, and long overdue, 
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apology. □ This kind of reform is long overdue. 
-3. [bill, rent, account] that has not been paid 
yet, although it should have been □ This 
month's rent is overdue. -4. [baby] that is bom 
later than expected □ Liz's baby is two weeks 
overdue. 

overeager [,ouv3r'i:g3r] adj too eager □ Paul 
didn't seem overeager to join in. 

over easy adj eggs over easy US eggs lighdy 
fried on both sides. 

overeat [.ouvar'iit] (pt overate, pp overeaten 

[-'i:tn]) vi to eat too much, 

overemphasize, -ise [.oovar'emfasaiz] vt [impor¬ 

tance, need] to make <sthg> seem more impor¬ 
tant than it really is □ / cannot overemphasize the 
dangers involved. 

overenthusiastic [,ouv3nn0ju:zi'aestik] adj too 
enthusiastic □ They were scarcely overenthusi¬ 
astic about the prospect. 

overestimate [.ouvar'estimeit] vt -1. [spending, 

quantity] to think that <sthg> is or will be 
bigger than it really is □ We had overestimated 
the cost, which came as a pleasant surprise. 
-2. [person, importance, capabilities] to think 
that <sb/sthg> is better than they really are 
□ You can never overestimate the benefit of effi¬ 
cient happy staff. 

overexcited fouvarik'saitad] adj [person, child] 

who is too excited. 

overexpose [.ouvsrik'spouz] vt to let too much 
light onto <the film> when taking a photo □ 
Half the photos were overexposed. 

overflow [vb ,ouv3r'flou, n 'ouv3rflou] o vi -1. 
[river, bath, sink] to be so full that the liquid 

inside flows over the edge; [liquid] to flow 
over the edge of a container □ She left the 
bath running and it overflowed. □ The vase is too 
full — the water's going to overflow when you 
put the flowers in. -2. [people, crowd] to spread 
from a place that is too small to contain 
everybody □ The party overflowed into the gar¬ 
den. -3. to be overflowing to be very full of 
people, things, or emotions □ The corridors 
were overflowing with children. ■ full to over¬ 

flowing [room, place] that is so full that there 
is not enough room for everybody □ The con¬ 
ference hall was full to overflowing with eager 
delegates. 

o vt: The river overflowed its banks. 

On-1. a pipe or hole which liquid can flow 
out of when the container gets too full. 
-2. the liquid that overflows from a pipe, 
sink etc. -3. the people who cannot fit into 
a place because there is no room left for 
them. 

overgrown [,oov3r'groun] adj [garden, path] that 
is covered with untidy plants because it has 
not been taken care of □ The ruin was over¬ 
grown with weeds. 

overhang [n 'ouvaliaer), vb 1ouvoI'hrer)| (pt & pp 
overhung) o n the part of something such as 
a rock or roof that sticks out over some¬ 
thing else, o vt [beach, water, path] to stick 
out over sthg □ There was a large tree over¬ 
hanging the road, o vi [cliff, balcony, roof] We 
sheltered under an overhanging rock. 

overhaul [vb ,oov3r'ho;l, n 'ouv3rho:l] o vt [ma¬ 

chine, car, system] to check <sthg> carefully 
and make any necessary changes or repairs 
□ We are completely overhauling the bus fleet fol¬ 
lowing several complaints from passengers. □ Our 
filing system needs to be completely overhauled, 
o n [of a machine, engine, system] the act of 
overhauling something □ The car needs a com¬ 
plete overhaul. □ The photocopier is getting its an¬ 
nual overhaul today. 

overhead [adj & n 'ouvadied, adv ,ouvar'hed] 
o adj [light, cable] that is above one’s head, 
o adv [fly, circle] She heard voices overhead, 
o n US the daily costs involved in carrying 
out a business, e.g. rent, heating, and wages 
□ Volunteers help keep the overhead to a mini¬ 
mum. 

♦ overheads npl GB = overhead. 

overhead projector n a device like a box on 
which transparent plastic sheets are placed 
so that the light underneath and the lens 
above make the words, pictures etc on the 
sheets appear larger on a wall or screen. 

overhear [,oov3r'hi3r] (pt & ^overheard [-'h3:rd]) 

vt [person, conversation, remark] to accidentally 
hear <sb/sthg> without the speaker being 
aware of it □ / overheard her saying or overheard 
her say that big changes would be inevitable. 

overheat [,oov3r'hi:t] o vt [room, machine] to 
make <sthg> too hot. o vi [engine, car, ma¬ 
chine] to become too hot. 

overhung [,ouv3rlhArj] post tense past partici¬ 
ple of overhang. 

overindulge [.ouvsrin'dAld^] o vt to allow 
<sb> to do what they want too often □ We 
try to be generous with the children without over¬ 
indulging them, o vi to have too much food 
or drink □ People tend to overindulge at Christ¬ 
mas. 

overjoyed [,oov3r'd3oid] adj to be overjoyed to 
be very happy □ They were overjoyed at the 
news. 

overkill ['ouv3rkil] n activity or behavior that 
is more extreme than is needed to achieve 
the desired result □ media overkill. 

overladen [,oov3r'leidn] o past participle of over¬ 
load. o adj [donkey, truck] that is carrying too 
much. 

overlaid [,ouv3r'leid] past tense & past participle 
of overlay. 

overland [’oovslaend] o adj [route, trip, trek] 

that goes across land and does not involve 
traveling by sea or air. o adv: From there, 
we'll travel overland to Beijing. 

overlap [n 'ouva'laep, vb ,ouv3r'laep] (pt & pp 
overlapped, cont overlapping) o vt to go over 
the edge of <sthg> so that it partly covers it 
□ Arrange the apple slices so that they overlap 
each other. 

^ vi -1. [surfaces, coverings] to cover part of 
the same area □ The edges overlap. -2. [ideas, 

systems] to share particular things □ My re¬ 
sponsibilities overlapped with hers. -3. [events] 

to happen at the same time in part. □ Our 
visits overlapped. 

^ n -1. the amount by which something 
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overlaps the surface of something else □ 
Leave a small overlap to cover up the seam. -2. a 
situation in which people, ideas, activities etc 
overlap □ There's an overlap between what the 
publishing director and the editorial director do. 

overlay [,ouv3r'lei] (pt & pp overlaid) vt to be 
overlaid with sthg to be covered with a layer 
of sthg □ metal overlaid with gold. 

overleaf [,ouv3r'li:f] adv on the next page □ 
See illustration overleaf. 

overload [,ouv3r'lood] (pp overloaded or overla¬ 
den) vt -1. [container, car, washing machine] to 
put too many people or things in <sthg> □ 
Be careful not to overload the elevator. -2. 
electricity [circuit, system] to make too much 
electricity pass through <sthg> □ Last time 
they played a concert here they overloaded the 
entire system. -3. [person] to give <sb> more 
to do than they can deal with □ Our depart¬ 
ment is overloaded with work right now. 

overlong [,ouv3r'lDg] o adj [book, movie, lecture] 
too long □ It was an interesting talk, but slightly 
overlong, o adv [stay, wait] for too long, 

overlook [,ouv3r'lok] vt -1. [sea, town, garden] to 
be in a place where there is a view of <sthg 
lower down> □ The hotel overlooks the harbor. 
-2. [fact, problem, cost] not to notice <sthg>, 
or not to realize how important it is □ You 
seem to have overlooked one small detail. -3. 

[fault, behavior) not to punish or criticize 
somebody for <sthg> □ I'm prepared to over¬ 
look your mistake this time. 

overlord ['ouv3rb:rd] n a person who has the 
most power in a particular place, 

overly ['ouvali] adv overly critical/negative etc 

too critical/negative etc □ I'm not overly im¬ 
pressed with their safety record. 

overmanning [,ouv3r'maenir)] « a situation in a 
factory, company etc in which more people 
are employed than is necessary, 

overnight [,ouv3r'nait] o adj -1. [trip, flight] that 
takes place during the night □ Why don't you 
take the overnight bus? □ The trip includes an 
overnight stay in a luxury hotel. -2. an overnight 

case/overnight clothes etc a case/clothes etc 
that one takes when one stays somewhere 
overnight. -3. overnight success/fame success/ 
fame that happens very quickly, without any¬ 
body expecting it □ You can hardly be expecting 
overnight success. 
o adv -1. [stay, travel, fly] There was a storm over¬ 
night. □ / leave the car in the garage overnight. 
-2. [happen, succeed] quickly and unexpectedly 
This is not the kind of problem you can solve over¬ 
night. □ Did you expect to become famous over¬ 
night? 

overpaid [,ouv3r'peid] o past tense 61 past parti¬ 
ciple of overpay, o adj [worker, staff, executive] 

whose salary is higher than they deserve □ a 

grossly overpaid job. 

overpass [US 'oovrpaes, GB 'ouvapciis] « a bridge 
carrying one road over the top of another 

road. 

overpay [,ouv3r'pei] (pt & pp overpaid) vt [em¬ 

ployee, staff, official] to pay too much money 
to <sb> □ Some directors are grossly overpaid. 

overplay [,ouv3r'plei] vt [importance, significance, 
status] to make <sthg> seem more important 
than it really is □ It would be easy to overplay 
the importance of his move. ■ to overplay one's 
hand to do something that suggests one is in 
a stronger position than one really is. 

overpopulated [,ouv3r'pDpj3leit3d] adj [area, 
city] that has too many people living in it. 

overpower [,ouv3r'pau3r] vt -1. to defeat <sb> 
by being stronger than them □ The man was 
finally overpowered by security guards. -2. to 
suddenly affect <sb> very strongly □ She 
was overpowered by grief/by the smoke. 

overpowering [,ouv3r'pau3rir)] adj -1. [desire, 
feeling] that suddenly affects one very 
strongly □ / suddenly felt an overpowering urge 
to hit him. -2. [smell, heat, sensation] extremely 
strong □ The heat in the sauna was overpower¬ 
ing. -3. [person] who makes one feel uncom¬ 
fortable because they have a very strong 
personality □ Candy has a rather overpowering 
personality and tends to intimidate some people. 

overpriced [,oov3r'praist] adj [goods, article] 
having a price that is unreasonably high, 

overproduction [,ouv3rpr3'dAkJn] n the act of 
producing more goods, products etc than is 
necessary. 

overprotective [,ouv3rpr3'tektiv] adj who tries 
too much to protect somebody, especially 
one’s child, from danger, with the result 
that they never leam how to look after 
themselves. 

overran [,ouv3r'raen] past tense of overrun, 

overrated [,ouv3r'reit3d] adj [movie, car, actor] 
that is not as good as most people say it is □ 
In my opinion, Tarantino is much overrated as a 
film director. 

overreach [,oov3r'ri:tf] vt to overreach oneself 
to try to do something that one is not able 
to do □ Lizzie thinks she's really smart, but one 
of these days she's going to overreach herself. 

overreact [,ouv3rri'aekt] vi to feel more angry, 
worried, sad etc about something than is 
necessary or reasonable □ / think they over¬ 
reacted to the threat. 

override [,ouv3r'raid] (pt overrode, pp overrid¬ 
den [-’ridn]) vt -1. to be more important than 
cother things> □ The need to reduce the deficit 
overrides everything else. -2. to use one’s 
authority to ignore <a decision or order 
made by somebody else> □ What right do you 
have to override an instruction from the manager? 

overriding [,ouv3r'raidir)] adj an overriding 
concern/aim etc a concem/an aim etc that is 
more important than any others □ Safety is 
of overriding importance to us. □ The overriding 
need at the moment is for food supplies. 

overripe [,ouv3r'raip] adj [fruit] too ripe, 

overrode [,ouv3r'roud] past tense of override, 

overrule [,ouv3r'ru:l] vt to use one’s authority 
to cancel <a decision or order that one 
thinks is wrong> □ My objection was overruled 

by the judge. 
overrun [,ouv3r'rAn] (pt overran, pp overrun, 

cont overrunning) o vt -1. military [the enemy] 
to defeat <an army> completely; [territory, 
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country] to conquer and occupy <a place>. 
-2. to be overrun with sthg (with weeds, rats] 

to be full of sthg □ The town was overrun with 
tourists/visitors, o vi (meeting, speech, TV pro¬ 

gram] to last longer than planned □ The 
briefing session overran by half an hour. 

oversaw [,ouv3r'so:] fast tense of oversee, 

overseas [,ouv3r'si:z] o adj overseas sales/an 
overseas trip etc sales/a trip etc to foreign 
countries o Overseas travel will not be paid for 
by the company. □ the buget for overseas aid. ■ 
an overseas student a student from a foreign 
country □ We ask our overseas visitors to regis¬ 
ter before taking part, o adv (go, travel] to a for¬ 
eign country or foreign countries; (live, study, 

sell] in a foreign country or foreign countries 
□ The company sells most of its products over¬ 
seas. □ Most of our orders come from overseas. 

oversee [,ouv9r'si:] (ft oversaw, pp overseen 
l-'snn]) vt [workers, job] to be in charge of 
<sb/sthg> and make sure that work is done 
properly □ Katherine Spice has been brought in 
to oversee the new project. 

overseer ['ouv3rsi3r] n a person whose job is 
to make sure that work is done well, 

overshadow [,ouv3r'J'Eedou] vt -1. [building, area] 

to be much taller than <sthg that is nearby> 
□ It was a nice house, but completely overshad¬ 
owed by the surrounding buildings. -2. [rival, com¬ 

petitor] to seem more important or impres¬ 
sive than <sb> □ He's rather quiet, and tends to 
be overshadowed by his noisier brother. -3. 

[event, period, success] to make <sthg> less 
enjoyable, important etc □ Her homecoming 
was overshadowed by the news of her brother's 
death. 

overshoot [,ouv3r'/u:t] (pt & pp overshot l-'/Dt]) 
vt [turning, runway, target] to miss <sthg> by go- 
ing too far beyond it □ We overshot the turning to 
their house. 

oversight ['ouv3rsait] « a mistake caused 
when somebody does not do or notice 
something □ By or Through an oversight, his 
name was omitted. □ I'm sorry, it was an over¬ 
sight on my part. 

oversimplification [,oov9rsimplifi'keiJ'n] n: see 
oversimplify □ Your statement is a gross over¬ 
simplification of what actually happened. 

oversimplify [,ouv3rlsimplifai] [pt & pp over¬ 
simplified) o vt [situation, issue, position] to 
talk about <sthg> in a way that makes it 
seem more simple than it really is □ The pro¬ 
gram oversimplifies the problems faced by these 
people, o vi: Don't you think you're oversimplify¬ 
ing a little? 

oversleep [,ouv3r'sli:p] (pt&t ^ overslept [-'slept]) 
vi to sleep for too long and not wake up at the 
time one intended to □ Sorry I'm late, I over¬ 
slept. 

overspend [,ouvar'spend] (pt & pp overspent 
[-’spent]) vi [person, company] to spend too 
much money. 

overspill ['ouv3rspil] n the people who move 
away from a city that is too crowded □ the 
overspill from inner-city areas. 

overstaffed [US ,oovr'staeft, GB ,ouva'sta:ft] adj 

[company, department, school] that has too 
many people working in it. 

overstate [,ouvar'steit] vt [importance, signifi¬ 

cance] to exaggerate <sthg> □ The significance 
of this meeting cannot be overstated. 

overstay [,oov3r'stei] vt to overstay one's wel¬ 

come to outstay one’s welcome, 

overstep [,oov3r'step] (pt & pp overstepped, 

cont overstepping) vf [limit, authority] to go be¬ 
yond <sthg> □ Carstairs has overstepped the 
limit of his authority in this case. ■ to overstep 

the mark to behave in a way that goes be¬ 
yond acceptable limits □ / had clearly, by the 
look on his face, overstepped the mark. 

overstock [,ouv3r'stDk] vt [refrigerator, ware¬ 

house] to keep <sthg> filled with more of 
something than is necessary, 

overstrike [’ouvarstraik] (pt 8i pp overstruck 

[-strAk]) computing o n an act of keying some¬ 
thing on top of or in place of something else, 
o vt [character, word] to key <sthg> in on top of 
or in place of something else, 

oversubscribed [,ouv3rs3b'skraibd] adj [share 

offer, course] that too many people have 
asked to take part in, so that not everybody 
can get what they want □ Night school classes 
are heavily oversubscribed this year. 

overt [ou'v3:rt] adj [hostility, intention, attempt] 

that is open and public and not hidden □ an 
overt challenge to the government's authority □ It 
was an overt criticism of my way of life. 

overtake [,ouv3r'teik] (pt overtook, pp overtaken 
[-’teikn]) o vt -1. [disaster, misfortune, change] 

to happen to <a person or group of people> 
when they are not expecting it or able 
to deal with it □ We did our best to meet the 
deadline, but we were overtaken by events. 
-2. GB [car, driver, runner] to catch up with and 
pass <a person, vehicle, or animal>. o vi GB 

[car, driver] It's dangerous to overtake on bends. 

overtaking [,oov3r,teikig] « gb the act of pass¬ 
ing other vehicles □ 'No overtaking.' 

over-the-counter adj -1. business [sales, market] 

connected with the shares of companies not 
listed on a stock exchange. -2. over-the- 
counter medicine/drugs etc medicine/drugs 
etc that can be bought at a pharmacy with¬ 
out a prescription from a doctor, 

overthrow [vb ,oov3rl0rou, n ’ouvaDrou] (pt over¬ 
threw [-'0ru:], pp overthrown [-'0roon]) O vt 
-1. [government, regime, ruler] to remove <sb/ 
sthg> from power, usually by force □ The 
elected government has been overthrown by mili¬ 
tary rebels. -2. [idea, standards, decision] to re¬ 
ject <sthg> and replace it with something 
else □ The decision was overthrown in court, o n 

[of a government, regime, ruler] the act of over¬ 
throwing somebody or something. 

overtime ['ouvotaim] o « -l. industry extra 
time spent working; money earned by 
working extra time □ If you do overtime, you 
can earn even more money. □ How much do you 
earn, including overtime? □ an overtime ban. 
-2. US sport a period of playing time added 
to a game when the scores are equal at the 
end of normal playing time, o adv to work 
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overtime to spend extra time at work, 
usually for more money. 

overtly [ou'v3:rth] adv [hostile, jealous] see overt, 

overtones ['oovatounz] npl signs of a particu¬ 
lar feeling or idea that can be noticed but 
are not stated openly □ The speech had defi¬ 
nite political overtones. □ Do I detect overtones of 
jealousy? 

overtook [,ouv3r'tok] past tense of overtake, 

overture [louvortjo3r] « music a piece of music 
that is an introduction to a longer piece of 
music or to a theatrical performance. 

♦ overtures npl to make overtures to sb to 
speak to sb because one wants to start a 
friendship, partnership etc with them □ 
They've been making overtures to a big Japanese 
company in the hope of setting up a joint deal. 

overturn [,ouv3r't3:rn] o vf -1. [table, lamp] to 
knock <sthg> over □ He accidentally over¬ 
turned his chair as he got up. -2. law to use 
one’s authority to cancel <a decision> □ The 
decision was overturned in court. -3. to remove 
<a government, regime > etc from power, 
usually by force □ an attempt to overturn the 
military regime, o vi [boat, car] to turn upside 
down. 

overuse [,ouv3r'ju:z] vt [word, expression] to use 
<sthg> too often, with the result that it 
loses its value or meaning. 

overview l'ouv3rvju:] n a general understand¬ 
ing or description of a situation, subject etc 
□ The introduction gives a general overview of 
the situation. 

overweening [,ouv3r'wi:nir)] adj [pride, arro¬ 
gance] that is too strong (formal and disap¬ 
proving use). 

overweight [,oov3r'weit] adj -1. [person] whose 
weight is more than it should be for some¬ 
body of their build and height □ He's over¬ 
weight and ought to go on a diet. -2. [package, 
suitcase] that is heavier than a particular lim¬ 
it allows □ / had to pay extra because my lug¬ 
gage was slightly overweight. 

overwhelm [,ouv3r'welm] vt -1. to take com¬ 
plete control of <sb> □ / was overwhelmed by 
embarrassment/despair. -2. military [opposition, 
enemy, defenses] to gain complete control 
over <sb/sthg> by being much stronger, 

overwhelming [,ouvsr'welmii)] adj -1. [feeling, 
desire, need] that is so strong that one can¬ 
not think clearly □ / suddenly felt an over¬ 
whelming desire to kiss him. -2. [generosity, kind¬ 
ness] that makes one feel very surprised and 
grateful □ thanks to the overwhelming generos¬ 
ity of our benefactor, Lionel Burtt. -3. [defeat, ma¬ 
jority] that is so big that the result is ex¬ 
tremely clear □ The bill was defeated by an 
overwhelming majority in the Senate. 

overwhelmingly [,ouv3r'welmii)li] adv [defeat, 
reject] by a very large majority □ The workers 
voted overwhelmingly to continue the strike. 

overwork [,ouv3r'w3:rk] o vt [employee, servant, 
staff] to give <sb> too much work to do □ 
We’re overworked and underpaid, o vi [person] 
to work too hard □ Paul has been overworking 

recently, o « too much work □ Much of her 
stress is caused by overwork. 

overwrought [,ouvar'ro:t] adj [person] who is 
very upset and cannot control their feelings, 

ovulate ['Dvjaleit] vi [woman, female animal] to 
produce an egg from the ovary, 

ovulation [.Dvja'leifn] it: see ovulate, 

ow [ao] excl a sound used to show that one 
suddenly feels pain □ Ow! That hurt! 

owe [ou] vf -1. to owe sthg to sb, to owe sb 
sthg [amount, money] to have to pay sthg to 
sb □ You still owe me $50 from last month. □ 
How much do I owe you? □ She owes lots of 
money to her parents. -2. to owe sthg to sb, to 
owe sb sthg [success, career] to have sthg be¬ 
cause of help given by sb □ / don't owe you 
anything! □ She owes Dr Jacobson her life. -3. to 
owe sthg to sb, to owe sb sthg [thanks, re¬ 

spect, loyalty] to be expected to give sthg to 
sb □ You owe me an explanation! □ You owe it 
to yourself to go out and prove you can do it. 

Owens I'ouonz], Jesse (1913-1980) an African- 
American athlete who won four gold medals 
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, 

owing ['ouiri] adj to be owing [amount, money] 

that has still to be paid □ The balance owing is 
$8,000. □ How much is still owing? 

♦ owing to prep [circumstances, mistake, cance¬ 
lation] as a result of <sthg> □ Owing to an earlier 
accident, there will be long delays on Highway 6. 

owl [aul] n a bird that hunts small animals 
mainly at night and has a flat face, a hooked 
beak, and large eyes. 

own [oun] o det my/your/its etc own... the... 
that belongs to me/you/it etc; the... that is 
typical of me/you/it etc □ / won’t be insulted 
like this in my own home. □ / brought my own 
golf clubs with me. □ Describe what happened in 
your own words. □ Sue has her own way of 
working. 
o pron my/your/its etc own the one or ones 
that belong to me/you/it etc □ We rented a 
tent, but Paul brought his own. ■ a home/car of 
one's own a home/car that belongs to one □ 
He's always longed for a car of his own. ■ to 
be/live on one's own to be/live alone □ / was 
on my own all evening. ■ to do/manage sthg on 
one's own to do/manage sthg without any 
help □ You'll never lift that box on your own. □ 
She’s had to bring those children up on her own. 
m to get one's own back to punish somebody 
because they have said or done something 
annoying or offensive, though not very seri¬ 
ous (informal use) □ I'll get my own back on him 
for making me look silly! 
o vt [car, house, company] to have <sthg> as 
one’s property □ They own some valuable paint¬ 
ings. □ All this land is owned by the college. 

♦ own up vi to admit that one has done 
something wrong □ No one would own up to 
leaking the document. 

own brand n GB a product specially manufac¬ 
tured for a particular store and carrying its 
name □ own-brand products. 

owner ['ounafl n the person that an animal, 
property etc belongs to □ The owner of the bi- 



owner-occupier 752 

cycle could not be found. □ The owners are away 
this weekend. 

owner-occupier « a person who lives in a 
house that they own rather than rent, 

ownership ['ouna'Jip] n the fact of being the 
owner of something □ The ownership of the 
land Is still in dispute. □ private/public ownership. 

own goal tt sport a goal scored accidentally 
by a player against their own team, 

ox [Dks] (pi oxen) n a bull that has had its sex¬ 
ual parts removed, and that is used to pro¬ 
vide meat and, in some countries, to work 
on a farm. 

Oxbridge ['Dksbrid3] n the universities of Ox¬ 
ford and Cambridge considered together □ 
an Oxbridge candidate/graduate. 

W OXBRIDGE 
The two universities of Oxford and Cam¬ 
bridge, both dating from the 13th century, 
are the oldest and most respected in Britain. 
Both are divided into “colleges”, some of 
which are in beautiful buildings, and have 
very old traditions. An Oxbridge education 
is supposed to give students advantages in 
later life, and many graduates find important 
jobs in the government, media etc. There is 
a great rivalry between the two universities, 
especially in sports. 

oxen f'Dksn] plural of ox. 

Oxfam ['Dksfaem] n a British charity that aims 
to fight famine and poverty throughout the 
world □ an Oxfam shop. 

Oxford [’Dksf3rd] a town in southern England 
that is famous for its university, population: 
109,000. 

Oxfordshire f'nkslVdJV] a county in central 
southern England, size: 2,608 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 578,000. administrative center: Ox¬ 
ford. 

Oxford Street a street in central London that 
is well known for its stores. 

oxide f'nksaid] n a chemical compound of 
oxygen and another element □ magnesium 
oxide. 

oxidize, -ise [’Dkssdaiz] vi [element, substance] 

to combine chemically with oxygen; [metal] 
to rust. 

Oxon abbr of Oxfordshire. 

Oxon. (abbr of Oxoniensis) from Oxford Uni¬ 
versity (used after university degrees). 

oxtail soup [.Dksteil-] n a type of thick brown 
soup made by stewing the tail of an ox. 

ox tongue n the tongue of an ox used as 
food, usually boiled and eaten cold in slices. 

oxyacetylene [.oksia'setlim] n a mixture of 
oxygen and acetylene that burns with a very 
hot flame and is used for cutting and weld¬ 
ing metal □ an oxyacetylene torch/burner. 

oxygen ['Dksid33n] n a colorless gas that forms 
a large part of the air and is necessary for 
plants and animals to live. SYMBOL: O. 

oxygenate ['oksKfraneit] vt [blood, water] to 
mix oxygen into <sthg>. 

oxygen mask n a device that fits over the 
nose and mouth and helps one to breathe 
by supplying oxygen from a cylinder which 
it is attached to by a tube, 

oxygen tent « a transparent covering like a 
tent that is placed over a very ill person in a 
hospital and filled with oxygen to help them 
breathe. 

oyster ['oistsr] n a flat shellfish that has a shell 
in two parts and is usually eaten raw. Oys¬ 
ters can produce pearls. 

OZ. abbr of ounce. 

Oz [dz] GB & AUS Australia (informal use), 

ozone ['ouzoun] n a colorless gas that is a kind 
of oxygen. FORMULA: O3. 

ozone-friendly adj [gas, product, process] that 
does not damage the ozone layer, 

ozone layer n the ozone layer layer of ozone 
high above the sky that protects the Earth 
from ultraviolet radiation from the Sun. 

p1 [pi:] (pi p's or ps), P [pi:] (pi P's or Ps) n the 
sixteenth letter of the English alphabet. 

p^ o abbr of page, o n abbr of penny, pence. 

P45 [,pi:fo:rti'faiv] tt in Britain, a document 
given to a person by their employer when 
they leave a job. It shows how much tax 
and National Insurance they have paid. 

P60 [,pi:'sikst 1 ] n in Britain, a document given 
to a person by their employer once a year, 
showing their earnings, tax, and National 
Insurance payments for that year. 

pa [pa:] n US a word used to talk to or about 
one’s father (informal use). 

p.a. abbr of per annum. 

0 n -1- abbr of public-address system. -2. 
GB abbr of personal assistant, o abbr of Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

PABX [ pasbeks] (abbr of private automatic 
branch exchange) n a small telephone ex¬ 
change, usually in a company, for internal 
communications and outside calls. 

PAC [pask] (abbr of political action committee) tt 
an organization, usually set up by business 
or labor unions in the USA, to raise funds to 
support a political campaign. 

pace [peis] o « -1. [of a runner, vehicle] the 
speed at which somebody or something 
moves; [of development, change] the speed at 
which something happens □ Christie had set a 
very fast pace. □ They walked at a slow pace. □ 
He drives at a snail's pace. □ / can hardly keep up 
with the pace of change in my own business. • 
at one's own pace [walk, work] at a speed or 
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rate that one finds comfortable □ It's better to 
go at your own pace. □ Find your own pace and 
keep to it. m to keep pace [with changes, devel¬ 
opments] to change, develop etc at the same 
rate as something else □ It is difficult to keep 
pace with pay increases in the private sector. ■ to 

keep pace with sb to move at the same 
speed as sb □ She walked so fast I could hardly 
keep pace with her. -2. a step used as a meas¬ 
ure of distance □ Move back three paces, 
o vt [room, corridor] to walk up and down in 
<a place>, usually quickly □ Brian paced the 
corridor nervously. 

o vi: He was pacing up and down anxiously. 

pacemaker ['peismeik3r] n -l. medicine an elec¬ 
tronic device that is put into a person’s 
body to help the heart beat normally. -2. GB 
sport = pacesetter. 

pacesetter ['peissetal n US a runner who 
takes the lead in a race and forces the other 
runners to go at a particular speed. 

Pacific [pa'sifik] o the Pacific (Ocean) the 
world's largest ocean, between America, 
Asia, and Australia, o adj [island, coast] that 
is connected with the Pacific Ocean. 

pacification [.paesifi'keifn] n: see pacify. 

Pacific Northwest: the Pacific Northwest a re¬ 
gion of the northwestern USA that includes 
Washington State, Oregon, and northern 
California. 

Pacific Rim « the Pacific Rim the countries 
bordering on the Pacific Ocean, including 
the islands in the Pacific Ocean. 

W PACIFIC RIM 

The term Pacific Rim usually refers to the 
most economically important countries that 
border the western side of the Pacific 
Ocean, e.g. China, Korea, Thailand, Taiwan, 
Australia, and Japan. However, the term 
sometimes includes countries on the eastern 
side of the Pacific such as Canada and the 
USA. 

pacifier ['pa:safai3r] n US a specially shaped 
piece of rubber that is given to a baby to 
suck. 

pacifism ['passafizm] « the belief that war and 
violence are always wrong and must be 
avoided. 

pacifist ['paesafast] n a person who believes in 
pacifism. 

pacify f'paesafai] (pt & pp pacified) vt -1. 
[person, crowd] to make <sb> calm □ a woman 
trying frantically to pacify her crying child. -2. 
[area, country] to bring peace to <a place>, 
usually by using violence a Attempts to pacify 
the region have failed. 

pack [paek] o n -1. [for a traveler] a large bag 
for belongings or goods carried on one’s 
back □ They were carrying heavy packs. -2. [of 
cigarettes, cookies] a container made of paper 
or card in which goods are sold □ / bought a 
pack of gum. -3. [of playing cards] a complete 
set of playing cards □ He took the jokers out of 
the pack. -4. [of wolves, dogs] a group of ani¬ 

mals that live and hunt together; [of children, 
thieves] a group of people who spend a lot 
of time together and who other people can 
find threatening □ Dogs hunt in packs. □ 
There's a pack of school kids who are always 
causing trouble. -5. sport the forwards in a 
rugby team. -6. phrase that's a pack of lies! 
that’s completely untrue, 

o vt -1. |bag, suitcase] to fill <sthg> with 
one’s clothes, belongings etc, usually in or¬ 
der to take them with one on a trip; [clothes, 
toothbrush] to put <sthg> into a bag, suitcase 
etc for this reason □ / packed all of my belong¬ 
ings into a suitcase and prepared to leave. □ 
Don't forget to pack a waterpoof jacket! -2. 
[goods, product] to put <sthg> into a contain¬ 
er, box etc, so that it can be sent to stores, 
customers etc and sold □ The job consists of 
packing fruit into crates. -3. [hall, theater, sta¬ 
dium] to fill <a place> with the result that no 
more people can go in □ They packed Carnegie 
Hall for their farewell concert. ■ to be packed 
into sthg to be crowded uncomfortably in¬ 
side sthg □ There were seven people packed 
into one very small car. 

o vi -1. to put one’s belongings into a suit¬ 
case, trunk etc before going on a trip □ Call a 
taxi, it'll only take me a minute to pack. -2. to 
crowd into a building and fill it □ They all 
packed in to the back of the car. 

♦ pack in (informal use) GB o vt sep to pack 
sthg in [job, course, hobby] to stop doing sthg 
□ He's packed in his job and he's off to the 
States. ■ pack it in! stop doing that!; keep 
quiet! 

♦ pack off vt sep to pack sb off to send sb 
away □ We packed the children off to their 
grandparents. 

♦ pack up o vt sep to pack sthg up [belongings, 
clothes, furniture] to put sthg into a container 
for a trip □ / packed everything up into boxes 
ready for the move, o vi -1. [traveler] to pack 
for a trip □ She's just packing up and won't be 
long. -2. [worker] to finish work (informal use) 
□ What time do you pack up? 

package ]'paekid3] o « -1. [of books, presents] 
an object or several objects wrapped up in 
paper, card etc □ / received a package in the 
mail. -2. US [of cigarettes, laundry detergent] a 
wrapper or container made of paper, card, 
or plastic in which goods are sold. -3. [of 
measures, proposals, reforms] a group of things 
that are presented together □ We have to ac¬ 
cept or reject the whole package. □ The company 
offers an attractive benefits package. -4. com¬ 
puting a group of related computer pro¬ 
grams. o vt [product, goods] to put <sthg> 
into wrapping, a container etc to be sold. 

package deal n an offer of a set of goods or 
services that can only be bought or accepted 
together. 

package holiday n gb = package tour. 

packager [’paekid3ar] n -1. [in a factory] a person 
or machine that packages goods. -2. business 

a company that creates and sells things such 
as books or TV programs as finished prod¬ 
ucts to larger companies. 
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package tour n a vacation in which a travel 
company plans one’s travel and accommo¬ 
dations, and sometimes one’s meals, as part 
of a group of tourists. 

packaging ['paekid3ii)] n the wrapping, con¬ 
tainers etc in which goods are packaged; the 
process of packaging goods □ The goods were 
wrapped in brightly colored packaging. □ The 
packaging and delivery of goods. 

packed [paekt] adj -1. [bar, theater, bus] full of 
people □ The streets were packed with people. □ 
The bar was absolutely packed last night. -2. 
packed with sthg (with news, ideas] full of 
sthg □ a magazine packed with useful tips. 

packed lunch n GB a lunch that is wrapped 
up or put in a box to be eaten when one is 
away from home or outdoors, 

packet ['paekat] « -1. a box, bag, wrapper etc 
in which goods are sold; the amount of a 
product that is contained in this □ a packet of 
gum □ an empty chip packet □ He ate a whole 
packet of cookies. -2. a small package □ You 
should receive a small packet in the mail. 

packhorse ['paekho:rs] n a horse used to carry 
goods on its back. 

pack ice « a large area of floating ice formed 
from many smaller pieces that are pressed 
together. 

packing ['paskirj] n -1. paper, card, plastic etc 
that is put around objects inside containers 
such as boxes to protect them while they 
are being sent somewhere □ Don't throw away 
the packing, I might use it again. -2. the act of 
putting one’s belongings into a suitcase be¬ 
fore going on a trip □ I've finished my packing. 

packing case n a large wooden box used to 
transport goods. 

pack trip n us a trip through the countryside 
on horses. 

pact [paekt] n a formal agreement between 
two people or countries □ They made a pact 
never to tell anyone what had happened. □ the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. 

pad [paed] (pt & p>p> padded, cont padding) o n 
-1. [of cotton wool, rubber] a thick, usually flat, 
piece of material used e.g. to protect a part 
of the body or absorb liquid □ a jacket with 
shoulder pads □ a shin pad. -2. [of paper] a pile 
of sheets of paper that are attached to each 
other so that each sheet can be removed 
when it has been written on □ a writing pad. 
-3. [of a person] the place where somebody 
lives (informal use) □ Have you been invited up 
to his pad yet? -4. [of an animal] one of the soft 
parts on the bottom of an animal's paw. 
o vt -1. [knee, wound, sharp edge! to cover 
and protect <sthg> with soft material; [jack¬ 
et, bra] to add extra material to <a piece of 
clothing>, e.g. to make it more comfortable 
□ He padded the cut with cotton wool. -2. 
[essay, speech, letter] = pad out. 

o vi [person, animal] to walk softly □ The lion¬ 
ess padded softly toward them. 

♦ pad out vt sep -1. to pad a piece of clothing 
out to give shape or fullness to a piece of 
clothing using padding □ The dress was pad¬ 

ded out at the shoulders. -2. to pad a speech/ 
piece of writing out to deliberately make a 
speech/piece of writing longer by including 
information that is not necessary □ He pad¬ 
ded the report out with a lot of statistics. 

padded [’paedad] adj [shoulder, bra, seat] that 
contains extra material to make it bigger 
and more attractive or more comfortable □ a 
jacket with padded shoulders. 

padded cell n a cell with walls lined with 
soft material to prevent violent psychiatric 
patients from injuring themselves, 

padded envelope « an envelope whose sides 
contain material to make them thick and 
soft, used to protect something that one is 
mailing. 

padding [’pasdig] n -1. [in a jacket, seat] soft 
material that is put inside something to 
make it more comfortable □ Some of the pad¬ 
ding had begun to come out. -2. [in an essay, 

speech, letter] words that do not give more 
information and are only included in some¬ 
thing to make it longer □ Most of the second 
page is just padding. 

paddle [‘paedl] o « -1. a short pole with a 
wide flat part at each end or at one of the 
ends, used to move a canoe or boat in wa¬ 
ter. -2. to have a paddle GB to walk or play 
in shallow water, especially at the seaside □ 
The children went for a paddle in the sea. o vt to 
move <a boat or canoe> using a paddle, 
o vi -1. to move a boat or canoe using a 
paddle □ We paddled out to the middle of the 
lake. -2. [duck, dog] to move through the wa¬ 
ter using its feet □ The ducks paddled furiously 
against the current. -3. GB [person, child] to have 
a paddle □ We went paddling in the pond. 

paddle boat, paddle steamer n a ship driv¬ 
en by one or more large wheels fitted with 
broad flat blades. 

paddling pool ['paedliij-] « GB -1. a shallow pool, 
especially in a park, for children to pad¬ 
dle in. -2. a small inflatable container that can 
be filled with water for children to play in. 

paddock ['paedak] n -1. [for a horse] a small 
field where horses are kept. -2. [at a race¬ 

course] an area at a racecourse where specta¬ 
tors can see the horses walk around before 
a race and where the jockeys get on their 
horses. -3. AUS a field. 

paddy field ['paedi-l n a field filled with water 
in which rice is grown. 

paddy wagon n US a police vehicle used for 
carrying prisoners (informal use), 

padlock ['pasdlok] o n a detachable lock with 
a U-shaped bar at the top that opens when 
the key is turned, o vt [door, gate, box] to 
lock <sthg> with a padlock □ The bike was 
padlocked to the fence. 

paederast ['pedaraest] n GB = pederast, 

paediatric [.piidi'setrik] etc GB = pediatric etc. 

paedophile [’pndafail] n GB = pedophile, 

paella [US ptu'ela, GB pai-] n a Spanish dish con¬ 
sisting of rice, chicken, seafood, and vegeta¬ 
bles flavored with saffron, 

paeony ['piiani] {pi paeonies) n = peony. 
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pagan ['peigan] o adj [god, ritual, festival) that is 
connected with a religion that worships 
many gods and is older than the major reli¬ 
gions of the present day. o « a person with 
pagan beliefs. 

paganism [‘peigsmzm] « pagan beliefs and prac¬ 
tices. 

page [peid3] o n -1. [in a book, document, news¬ 
paper] one side of a sheet of paper □ Turn to 
page 33. o Which page are you on? □ It's 40 
pages long. □ The sports news is on the back 
page. □ It made front-page news. -2. (in a note¬ 
pad, binder] a sheet of paper □ She tore a page 
out of the book and gave it to me. □ Some of the 
pages are stuck together, o vt to call <sb> by 
using a messenger, public-address system, or 
pager □ I'll have to go, somebody's paging me. 

pageant ['pasdjant] n a show, often on a his¬ 
torical subject and performed outdoors, con¬ 
sisting of scenes and clothing which are im¬ 
pressive and colorful □ the annual school pag¬ 
eant. 

pageantry ['paed3antri] n impressive, colorful 
clothing, scenes etc that one sees at a pag¬ 
eant or royal ceremony, 

page boy h -1. at a wedding, a boy who ac¬ 
companies the bride. -2. a hairstyle in which 
all the hair is of a medium length and is 
curled under at the ends, 

page break « the point in a document at 
which one page ends and the next begins, 

pager ['peid3or] n a portable radio device that 
makes a high-pitched noise to tell one that 
there is a message for one or that one must 
contact somebody □ a radio pager. 

pagination [,paed33'neifn] n the order in which 
the pages of a book, document etc are num¬ 
bered. 

pagoda [pa'gouda] n a kind of temple, espe¬ 
cially in the Far East, that has more than 
one story and has roofs that curve up at the 
edges. 

paid [peid] o past tense <£? past participle of pay. 
o adj [employment, work] for which a person 
gets wages, a salary etc; [worker] who gets 
wages, a salary etc □ Jim has finally got some 
paid work. □ How much paid vacation do you get 
a year? □ We don't have any paid staff. They're all 
volunteers. ■ badly/well paid [job] for which a 
small/large wage, salary etc is paid; [person] 
who gets a small/large wage, salary etc □ 
She's just got an extremely well-paid job. □ 
Nurses there were very badly paid. 

paid-up adj a paid-up member a person who 
has paid the amount required to be a mem¬ 
ber of an organization, 

pail [per]] n a bucket. 

pain [pein] o « -1. an unpleasant feeling in 
part of one's body that hurts, usually as a 
result of illness or injury □ / felt a sharp pain in 
my leg. □ The pain gets worse at night. ■ to be 
in pain to be feeling pain □ Are you in a lot of 
pain? -2. mental or emotional suffering □ The 
news will cause her great pain. -3. a pain (in the 
neck) a very annoying person, thing, or 
situation (informal use) □ It's such a pain in the 

neck having to drive all the way to your place 
first, o vt it pains me I find it very difficult or 
upsetting □ It pains me to have to remind you of 
your duty. □ It pains me that nobody thought to 
let me know first. 

♦ pains npl to be at pains to do sthg to be 
very careful to do sthg correctly □ He was at 
pains to point out the risks involved, m to take 
pains to do sthg to make a great effort to do 
sthg □ She took great pains to show me how 
everything worked. ■ to get sthg for one's pains 
to get sthg which is disappointing as a re¬ 
ward for something one has put a lot of ef¬ 
fort into □ And what did I get for my pains? 
Nothing! 

Paine [pein], Thomas (1737-1809) a British 
writer and revolutionary. He wrote a fa¬ 
mous pamphlet called Common Sense, and 
had a strong influence on the American and 
French Revolutions. 

pained [peind] adj [expression, tone of voice] 

that shows one is upset or offended, 

painful [’peinfl] adj -1. [back, throat] that hurts 
because of illness or injury □ How painful is it? 
-2. [injury, exercise) that makes one feel phys¬ 
ical pain □ These new shoes are very painful. 
-3. [thought, memory] that makes one feel sad 
and upset □ / find it very painful to talk about 
that period of my life. 

painfully [’peinfli] adv -1. [hit, fall] in a way 
that causes pain. -2. painfully shy/slow etc 
very shy/slow etc in a way that makes one 
feel frustrated □ It was painfully clear that their 
son had no talent whatsoever. 

painkiller fpeinkiloH n a drug that reduces 
pain. 

painless [’peinbs] adj -1. [operation, exercise] 

that causes no pain □ The injection was quite 
painless. -2. [method, decision] that does not 
involve too much effort or make one sad or 
upset □ The move to our new office was a rela¬ 
tively painless process. 

painlessly [’peinbsli] adv: see painless. □ The 
lump can be removed painlessly in a simple op¬ 
eration. 

painstaking ['peinzteikig] adj [worker, job] that 
takes a long time and pays very careful at¬ 
tention to detail □ They made a painstaking in¬ 
ventory of the contents of the house. 

painstakingly [’peinzteikigli] adv [work, copy, 

research] see painstaking, 

paint [peint] o k -1. art a colored liquid or 
paste that one puts onto a piece of paper or 
canvas, usually using a brush, to make a pic¬ 
ture □ oil paint. -2. a colored liquid that one 
decorates and protects walls, doors etc with, 
usually using a brush or roller □ gloss paint □ 
a coat of paint. 
o vt -1. art [picture, portrait] to make <sthg> 
by putting paint onto paper or canvas; [per¬ 

son, landscape] to make a painting that 
shows <sb/sthg> □ She's had her portrait paint¬ 
ed. □ John Constable painted views of the English 
countryside. -2. [wall, door, house] to decorate 
or protect <sthg> with paint □ The ceiling had 
been painted yellow. -3. to paint one's nails to 
put nail polish on one's nails. 
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o vi to put paint onto a surface □ / paint as a 
hobby. □ We're painting and papering in the hall. 

paintbox ['peintbDks] n a box that contains 
blocks of solid paint that are mixed with 
water and used for painting pictures, 

paintbrush ['peintbrAj] n a brush used for 
painting pictures, walls, doors etc. 

painter ['peint3r] n -1. ART a person who paints 
pictures. -2. a person whose job is to paint 
walls, doors etc. 

painting ['peintir)] n -1. a picture that has 
been painted □ a fine painting by Gainsborough. 
-2. the act or process of painting pictures □ 
He took up painting as a hobby. -3. the act or 
process of painting walls, doors etc □ I've 
been doing some painting and decorating lately to 
make a little extra cash. 

paint stripper n a chemical substance used to 
remove paint from a wall, door etc. 

paintwork ['peintw3:rk] n the parts of a build¬ 
ing or vehicle that have been painted, 

pair [pear] n -1. [of shoes, gloves] two things of 
the same kind that are used together □ a pair 
of socks/skis/wings □ They cost $5 a pair. -2. [of 
trousers, scissors] an object that consists of 
two main parts that are similar and joined 
together □ a pair of pants/glasses. -3. [of peo¬ 
ple] two people who are doing something 
together, or who are in a relationship □ / of¬ 
ten have my students work in pairs. □ a devoted 
pair □ We just stood there like a pair of idiots. 

♦ pair off o vt sep to pair people off [teacher, 
coach] to divide a group of people into pairs; 
[friend] to encourage two people to start a 
romantic relationship □ Each boy was paired 
off with a girl. □ He tried to pair me off with his 
sister, o vi [team members, couples] Toward the 
end of the party people began to pair off. 

paisley ['peizli] n paisley (pattern) a pattern of 
small curving shapes, usually printed in 
bright colors □ a paisley tie/skirt. 

pajama [US pa^asma, GB -'d3a:m-] comp US pa¬ 
jama top/bottoms the top/bottom part of a 
pair of pajamas. 

pajamas [US pa'd3£emaz, GB -'d3a:m-] npl US a 
set of loose soft clothes worn in bed that 
consists of a pair of trousers and a top. 

Pakistan [US 'paekistaen, GB ,pa:ki'sta:n] a coun¬ 
try in southern Asia, on the Arabian Sea, 
between India and Iran, size: 803,000 sq 
kms. population: 122,400,000 (Pakistanis). 
capital: Islamabad, language: English, Urdu. 
currency: Pakistani rupee. 

Pakistani [US .paeki'staem, GB ,pa:ki'sta:ni] ft & 
adj: see Pakistan. 

pal [peel] n -1. a friend (informal use). -2. a 
word used to address somebody one does 
not know, especially when one is being un¬ 
friendly (informal use) □ Listen, pal, I was here 
first. 

PAL [pael] (abbr of phase alternation line) n a 
system for broadcasting color television pic¬ 
ture that is used in many European coun¬ 
tries. 

palace [’paebs] n a very large and richly deco¬ 

rated house, often the home of a head of 

state. 

palaeontology « gb = paleontology, 

palatable ['paebtabl] adj -1. [food, drink] that 
has a pleasant taste □ a very palatable wine. 
-2. [idea, suggestion] that one finds acceptable 
□ Do you find Jefferson's proposals palatable? 

palate ['paelat] « -1. the top part of the inside 
of one’s mouth. -2. one’s ability to judge the 
quality of food and drink by tasting it □ a re¬ 
fined palate. 

palatial [paiei.fl] adj [house, hotel] that is very 
large and expensively decorated, 

palaver [pa'la:var] n something that is not im¬ 
portant but involves a lot of effort and in¬ 
convenience (informal use) □ It was such a pa¬ 
laver filling out all those forms! 

pale [peil] o adj -1. [color, light] that is not 
strong or bright; [paint, skin] that is of a fight 
color □ She wore a pale blue dress. □ / looked up 
at the pale sky. -2. [person] whose face has 
less color than usual because they are ill, 
shocked, or afraid □ You're looking very pale, 
o vi -1. [person] to become pale □ He paled 
when he saw the corpse. -2. to pale into insig¬ 
nificance [problem, worry] to appear less im¬ 
portant when compared with something 
else □ My troubles pale into insignificance beside 
hers. 

pale ale n GB a fight beer sold in bottles, 

paleness ['peilnas] n: see pale, 

paleontology us, palaeontology GB [.peilmn- 
'tDbd3i] n the scientific study of fossils and 
extinct animals and plaints. 

Palestine ['paebstain] an area of the Middle 
East, covering parts of modem Israel and 
Jordan, that is important in the history of 
the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim religions. 

Palestinian [.paeb'stinian] n & adj: see Pales¬ 
tine. 

palette [‘paslat] n -1. a board, usually with 
curved edges and a hole for the thumb, used 
by an artist to mix colors on. -2. the differ¬ 
ent colors used by a particular artist or style 
of painting □ Renoir's palette is dominated by 
pastel colors. 

palette knife n a knife with a flexible blade 
and a rounded tip that is used for mixing 
paints on a palette, painting with oil paints, 
or spreading frostings, cake mixtures etc in 
cooldng. 

palimony [US ’pasbmoum, GB -imam] n money 
that a court orders somebody to pay to a 
partner they used to five with but are now 
separated from. 

palindrome ['paelindroum] ti a word or phrase 
that is spelled the same when it is read 
backward or forward, e.g. “level”, 

palings [‘peiligz] npl a fence made of long thin 
pieces of wood that are pointed on top. 

pall [pod] On-1. a low cloud of smoke that 
hangs over something. -2. a cloth put over a 
coffin at a funeral, o vi [humor, interest] to 
become less attractive or interesting, usually 
because one has had enough of it □ Her inter¬ 
est began to pall once she realized I was not rich. 
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pallbearer ['poilbearaH n a person who helps 
to carry a coffin at a funeral. 

pallet I'paebt] « a low wooden platform for 
storing goods on that can be moved using a 
fork-lift truck. 

palliative ['pselistiv] « medicine a drug or treat¬ 
ment that reduces the effects of an illness 
without treating the cause (technical use) □ 
palliative care. 

pallid 1'paelad] adj [face, person] that is pale (lit¬ 
erary use). 

pallor [’pael3r] « [of a face, person] the state of 
being pale □ the deathly pallor of his skin. 

palm [pa:m] n -1. the inside surface of a one’s 
hand between the fingers and the wrist. 
-2. = palm tree. 

♦ palm off vt sep to palm sthg off on sb to 
give or sell sthg that is not worth having to 
sb □ He tried to palm off his old computer on 
me. ■ to palm sb off with sthg [with an excuse, 
lie] to tell sb sthg that is not true in order to 
stop them from asking any more questions 
□ He palmed them off with some story about his 
cousin having lent it to him. m to palm sthg off 
as sthg to persuade somebody that sthg is 
sthg that it is not □ He made copies and then 
palmed them off as originals. 

palmistry ['paimastri] n the practice of pre¬ 
dicting somebody’s future by looking at the 
lines in the palms of their hands, 

palm oil « an oil made from the nut of an Af¬ 
rican palm that is used in cooking and to 
make soap. 

Palm Sunday « a Christian religious festival 
that takes place on the Sunday before East¬ 
er. 

palmtop 1'paimtDp] « an electronic device 
such as a computer that is small enough to 
be held in the palm of one’s hand, 

palm tree n one of several types of tree that 
grow in hot countries, have no branches, 
and have long pointed leaves at the top. 

palomino [.paeta'mfinoo] (pi palominos) n a gold¬ 
en or cream-colored horse with a white 
mane and tail. 

palpable [’paelpsbl] adj [lie, nervousness, ill- 
feeling] that is very obvious □ There was a pal¬ 
pable sense of hostility in the room. 

palpably f'paelpabli] adv palpably untrue/nerv¬ 
ous etc untrue/nervous etc in a very obvious 
way. 

palpitate ['pselpateit] vi [heart] to beat very 
quickly and irregularly. 

palpitations [.paelpa'teijnz] npl a medical con¬ 
dition in which one’s heart beats fast in an 
irregular way. 

palsy f'poilzi] n one of several types of illness 
that result in paralysis. 

paltry f'poiltri] (compar paltrier, superl paltriest) 
adj [wage, amount] so small that it is almost 
worthless □ You're surely not going to go to 
court for such a paltry sum ? 

pampas ['paempas] n the pampas the large 
areas of plains in South America, 

pampas grass n a type of grass with long 

sharp leaves and soft, feathery, cream- 
colored flowers. 

pamper ['paemp3r] vt to treat <a person or ani¬ 
mal more kindly and gendy than is neces¬ 
sary □ Mother always liked to pamper Jamie 
when he was sick. □ I've decided to pamper my¬ 
self and get a facial. 

pamphlet ['paemflat] o tt a thin book that has 
a paper cover and usually gives information 
about a product or service, o vi to give out 
pamphlets. 

pamphleteer [,paemfb'ti3r] n a person who 
writes political pamphlets. 

pan [paen] (pt & pp panned, cont panning) o n 
-1. a round metal container, often with a 
long handle, that is used for cooking food 
on a stove; the contents of this container □ 
Put the vegetables in a pan of boiling water. -2. 
US a metal container used for cooking bread, 
cakes etc inside an oven, o vt to criticize <a 
movie, book, performance> etc very severe¬ 
ly □ When the show got to Broadway, it was 
panned by the critics, o vi -1. to pan for gold to 
look for gold by sifting the stones from a 
riverbed. -2. [camera] to move smoothly from 
one side of a scene to the other, filming 
everything in between □ The camera then 
pans left. 

panacea [.paena'sna] n something that people 
think will solve all problems or cure all ill¬ 
nesses. 

panache [pa'naef] n confidence and style □ She 
delivered the speech with great panache. 

panama ['paenama:] « a panama (hat) a straw 
hat for men with a round top and a wide 
brim. 

Panama ['paenama:] a country in Central Ame¬ 
rica, between Costa Rica and Colombia. 
It is an important center for banking 
and shipping, size: 77,000 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 2,500,000 (Panamanians). capital: Pana¬ 
ma City, language: Spanish, currency: bal¬ 
boa. 

Panama Canal: the Panama Canal a canal 
through Panama, connecting the Atlantic 
Ocean and Pacific Ocean. 

Panamanian [.paena'meinjan] n & adj: see Pana¬ 
ma. 

pan-American adj [debate, organization] that is 
connected with or includes all of North and 
South America. 

pancake ['paenkeik] n a thin round cake made 
from a mixture of flour, eggs, and milk that 
is fried in a frying pan. In the USA, pan¬ 
cakes are traditionally eaten for breakfast 
and are smaller and thicker than in Britain, 
where they are eaten as a dessert. 

Pancake Day, Pancake Tuesay n in Britain, 
the day before the beginning of Lent when 
people traditionally eat pancakes. 

pancreas ['paegkrias] n an organ near the 
stomach that produces insulin and a liquid 
that helps to digest food. 

panda ['pasnda] (pi panda or pandas) « a large 
black and white animal like a bear that lives 
in the bamboo forests in China. 
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Panda car n a small police car in Britain, used 
to patrol the streets. 

pandemonium hpaenda'mooniam] n a state of 
noisy confusion. 

pander l'paendar] vi to pander to sb to do 
everything possible to please sb in a way 
that other people think is unnecessary or 
unacceptable □ He's just pandering to their 
wishes. 

pane [pein] n a flat piece of glass in a window 
or door. 

panel ['paenl] n -1. [of experts, judges, interview¬ 

ers] a small group of people chosen to dis¬ 
cuss something and make a decision about 
it; [on TV] a small group of famous people 
chosen to answer questions on a TV show □ 
I was interviewed by a panel of six lawyers. □ 
What does the panel think? -2. [on a door, wall] a 
flat, usually rectangular piece of wood, 
glass, metal etc that forms part of a larger 
object □ an oak/a metal panel. -3. [of a machine, 

vehicle] a section of a machine or vehicle 
that contains the switches and instruments 
□ a control panel. 

panel game n GB a television program in 
which a panel has to answer questions for 
fun. 

paneling us, panelling gb ['paenlirj] n panels 
of wood that cover a wall inside a building, 

panelist us, panellist gb ['paenlast] n a person 
who is a member of a panel, 

panel pin n GB a short thin nail with a small 
head that is used in woodwork, 

panel van n AUS a small van with doors at 
the back, used for carrying goods, tools etc. 

pang [paerj] n [of pain, guilt] a sudden sharp 
feeling, usually of an emotion □ hunger pangs 
□ Didn't you feel a pang of jealousy when you 
saw them together? 

panic f'paenik] {ft & pp panicked, cont panick¬ 
ing) On a strong feeling of fear and worry 
that stops one from acting in a controlled 
way or thinking clearly □ The news caused 
widespread panic. □ She was in a panic. □ a panic 
on the stock exchange, o vi to feel panic □ 
Don't panic! 

panicky ['paeniki] adj [person, feeling, behavior] 

that shows panic. 

panic-stricken adj [person] who feels panic. 

Pankhurst ['paer)kh3:rst], Emmeline (1858- 
1928) a leading member of the British suf¬ 
fragettes, who demanded women’s right to 
vote. 

pannier ['pa5niar] n a basket or bag attached to 
the side of a bicycle, motorcycle, or horse, 

panoply ['paenapli] n an impressive collection 
of things or people (formal use), 

panorama [US .paena'raema, GB -'ra:m-] n a view 
over a long distance or a wide area of land, 

panoramic [.paena'raerruk] adj [view, screen] that 
is wide and allows one to see a large area. 

pansy ['paenzi] {pi pansies) n -1. a small garden 
plant that has large rounded petals of many 
colors. -2. a man who behaves in a way that 

is considered to be like a woman (disapprov¬ 

ing use). 
pant [paent] vi to take quick short breaths 

through the mouth, usually after very tiring 
physical exercise □ The dog sat panting heavily 

after his walk. 
♦ pants npl -1. US a piece of clothing that co¬ 

vers the body from the waist to the ankle 
and has a separate part for each leg. -2. GB = 
underpants. 

panther ['paen03r[ {pi panther or panthers) n a 
large wild cat that is usually black, 

panties [’paentiz] npl underpants for women 
or girls. 

pantihose fpaentihouz] npl = panty hose. 

pantomime [’paentamaim] n in Britain, a musi¬ 
cal comedy for children that is usually based 
on a fairy tale and performed in theaters 
during the period around Christmas, 

pantry ['paentri] {pi pantries) n a small room or 
large cupboard in a house, usually near the 
kitchen, for storing food in. 

pantsuit ['paentsuit] n US a suit for a woman 
consisting of a jacket and a pair of trousers, 

panty hose [’paenti-] npl US a piece of clothing 
worn by women, usually made of very fine 
nylon material, that covers the legs from the 
waist to the toes and fits close to the skin, 

papa [US 'pa:pa, GB pa'pa:] n US a word used to 
refer to or address one’s father (informal use), 

papacy [’peipasi] {pi papacies) n -1. a period of 
time when a particular person is Pope. 
-2. the papacy the position and power of the 
Pope. 

papadum ['paepadam] n a very thin round 
bread that is crunchy and is eaten with In¬ 
dian food. 

papal ['peipl] adj [election, visit, decree] that is 
connected with the Pope, 

paparazzi [US ,pa:paTa:tsi, GB .pcepa'raetsi] npl 
newspaper reporters and photographers who 
follow famous people around to get stories 
or photographs (disapproving use), 

papaya [pa'paia] n a large tropical fruit with 
green skin and sweet yellow flesh, 

paper f'peipar] o n -1. [for writing on] a material 
in the form of thin flat strips that is used for 
writing on, wrapping things in etc □ a piece/ 
sheet of paper □ lined/squared paper □ Do you 
have any typing paper? ■ on paper in writing; 
in theory □ / put one or two ideas down on pa¬ 
per. □ On paper they should win. -2. [for news] a 
newspaper □ / buy the paper every day. -3. GB 
[in an exam] a sheet of paper with exam 
questions written on it □ Most of us sat the 
history/math paper. □ an exam paper. -4. 
education an essay written by a student. 
-5. [on a particular subject] a piece of writing 
or a talk on a particular subject □ Dr Ryan is 
giving a paper on genetic engineering at the Ham¬ 
burg conference. 

o adj -1. [hat, cup] that is made of paper. 
-2. [profit, agreement, qualification] that exists 
on paper, but has no real value or use. 

° vt to cover <a wall, room> etc with wall¬ 
paper □ The hall was papered in green. 
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♦ papers npl -1. a person’s official docu¬ 
ments, e.g. their passport, visa, or identity 
card □ The policeman asked to see our papers. 
-2. a collection of documents relating to a 
particular subject □ The BCCI papers are still 
classified. 

♦ paper over vt fus to paper over sthg [over a 
problem, disagreement] to try to hide sthg and 
give the impression that things are going 
well □ After the disagreement both sides tried to 
paper over the cracks in the alliance. 

paperback ['peiparbaek] o adj [book, edition, 
copy] that has a paper or soft cardboard cov¬ 
er which usually makes it cheaper than a 
similar product with a hard cover, o n a 
paperback book □ Has it come out in paperback 
yet? 
NOTE: Compare hardback, 

paper bag « a bag made of paper, 

paperboy ['peip3rboi] n a boy who delivers 
newspapers to people’s homes, 

paper clip n a small piece of curved wire 
used for holding sheets of paper together, 

paper cutter « US a device consisting of a 
long blade attached to a lever, used for cut¬ 
ting paper. 

papergirl ['peipsrg3:rl] n a girl who delivers 
newspapers to people’s homes, 

paper handkerchief n a handkerchief made 
of tissue paper. 

paper knife n a knife that is not very sharp 
and is used for opening envelopes, 

paper mill n a factory where paper is made, 

paper money n money that is made of paper 
and is usually worth more than coins, 

paper shop n GB a shop that sells news¬ 
papers. 

paperweight [’peip3rweit] n a heayy object 
that one puts on loose papers to prevent 
them from blowing away, 

paperwork I'peip3rw3:rk] n work that involves 
writing reports, lists, letters etc. 

papier-mache [US .peiparma'fei, GB .paepjei- 
'maefei] n a substance made of pieces of paper 
mixed with water and glue that is used to 
make models or ornaments □ a papier-mache 
box/model. 

papist [’peipost] n a member of the Catholic 
Church (disapproving use), 

paprika [pa'priika] « a powder made from red 
peppers that is used for giving a slightly hot 
flavor to food. 

Pap smear [*paep-] « US an examination of 
cells taken from a woman’s cervix in order 
to discover if there is cancer there. 

Papua New Guinea [.paepua-] a country in the 
Pacific Ocean, consisting of the eastern part 
of New Guinea and several neighboring is¬ 
lands. size: 463,000 sq kms. population: 
3,900,000 (Papua New Guineans), capital: 
Port Moresby, language: pidgin English, cur¬ 
rency: kina. 

papyrus [pa'pairas] n a tall plant that looks 
like grass and grows in or near water in 
North Africa; paper made from this plant 

that was used in ancient Egypt and Greece 
for writing on. 

par [pa:r] n -1. to be on a par with sb/sthg to 
be as good as sb/sthg else o You can't put him 
on a par with Mozart! -2. sport the number of 
strokes a golf player is supposed to take to 
hit the ball into the holes on a particular 
course a The course is par 72. a a par 4 hole, m 
to be under/over par to take less/more than 
the par on a particular hole or golf course. 
-3. to be below or under par to be slightly ill 
□ She's been feeling a little below par recently. 

parable ['pasrabl] n a simple short story that 
teaches a moral or religious lesson, 

parabola [pa'raebala] n a curve shaped like the 
line followed by something that is thrown 
into the air and then falls to the ground, 

paracetamol [.paera'sKtamDl] n gb a mild drug 
that is used to reduce pain; a pill containing 
this drug. 

parachute [US 'perafuit, GB 'paer-] o n a large 
piece of nylon or silk that is attached by 
strings to a person or object dropped from 
an aircraft to make them fall more slowly 
and land safely, o vi [person] to jump from 
an aircraft using a parachute, 

parade [pa'reid] o n -1. a public event in 
which people or vehicles move along a road, 
through a town etc, often with music play¬ 
ing, to celebrate a special event □ a street pa¬ 
rade. -2. military an occasion when soldiers 
march or stand together in front of superior 
officers or in public as part of a ceremony □ 
a victory parade, m to be on parade [soldiers] to 
be standing or marching in a parade. -3. GB 
[of shops] a street that has a row of shops, 
o vt -1. [soldiers, criminals] to make <a group 
of people> march through the streets in 
front of people □ The hostages were paraded 
through the village. -2. [statue, prize, medal] to 
show <sthg> to the public with pride □ 
Schumacher paraded the trophy round the track. 
-3. [knowledge, possessions] to show <sthg> 
to other people in a way that is intended to 
get their attention □ I don't know why he has 
to parade his feelings for everyone to see. 
o vi [soldiers, band] to take part in a parade □ 
The team paraded through the town. 

parade ground n an area of ground where 
soldiers parade. 

paradigm [US 'peradaim, GB 'paer-] n a clear ex¬ 
ample that explains how something works 
(formal use). 

paradigmatic [US .peradig'maetik, GB ,paer-] adj 
[example, case] that is a paradigm, 

paradise [US 'peradais, GB 'paer-] n a wonderful 
place, condition, or feeling □ It's simply para¬ 
dise not to have to go to work. 

♦ Paradise n according to some religions, the 
place where people go after they die if they 
have been good. 

paradox [US 'peradDks, GB 'paer-] n -1. a situa¬ 
tion in which two opposing facts which 
cannot normally both be true at the same 
time occur together □ The paradox is that the 
rich are the least willing to take part. -2. a state- 
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ment that says two opposite things at the 
same time □ "Defeat in victory" is a paradox. 

paradoxical [US ,pera'dt>ksikl, GB ,paer-] adj [sit¬ 

uation, statement] see paradox, 

paradoxically [US .pera'dDksikli, GB ,paer-] adv a 
word used to show that one is going to talk 
about a paradoxical situation □ Paradoxically, 
the harder I work, the less tired I feel. 

paraffin [US 'perafin, GB 'paer-[ « -1. US = paraf¬ 
fin wax. -2. GB a clear liquid made from pe¬ 
troleum and used as fuel in lamps and heat¬ 
ers. 

paraffin wax n a soft white wax made from 
petroleum and coal that is used for making 
candles. 

paragon [US 'peragcnn, GB 'paeragan] n a person 
who is a perfect example of a quality □ He's 
not exactly a paragon of virtue. 

paragraph [US 'peragraef, GB 'paeragraif] n a sec¬ 
tion of a piece of writing that contains one 
or more sentences, starts on a new line, and 
usually deals with one subject, idea etc. 

Paraguay [US 'peragwei, GB 'paeragwai] a coun¬ 
try in central South America, between Bra¬ 
zil, Bolivia, and Argentina, size: 407,000 sq 
kms. population: 4,200,000 (Paraguayans). 
capital: Asuncion, language: Spanish, cur¬ 

rency: guarani. 

parakeet [US 'perakiit, GB 'paer-] n a small par¬ 
rot with a long tail. 

paralegal [US ,pera'li:gl, GB ,paer-] n US a person 
who is trained to help a lawyer, 

parallel [US 'peralel, GB 'paer-] (US pt & pp> paral¬ 
leled, cont paralleling, GB pt & pp parallelled, 
cont parallelling) o adj -1. [lines, roads] that 
run in the same direction and are always 
the same distance apart □ There is a ditch par¬ 
allel to or with the fence. -2. [process, event] 

that is similar to something else or takes 
place at the same time □ A parallel investiga¬ 
tion was mounted within the company itself, 
on-1. a parallel line or surface. -2. a similar 
person or thing from a different situation or 
time □ a tradition which has no parallel in our 
own culture. -3. a similarity □ There are obvious 
parallels between the two cases. ■ to draw a 
parallel with sthg to show that there is a 
similarity with sthg □ His appreciation of 
Picasso draws interesting parallels with works by 
earlier painters. -4. geography a particular line 
on a map that is parallel to the equator □ the 
49th parallel. 

o vt to be similar to or happen at the same 
time as <sb/sthg> □ Environmental pollution 
parallels the decline in the country's economy. 

parallel bars npl two bars that are fixed on 
poles, sometimes at different heights, for 
gymnastic exercises. 

parallel processing n a system in which a 
computer is used to carry out a number of 
operations all at the same time rather than 
one after the other, 

paralyse etc GB = paralyze etc. 

paralysis [pa'raelasas] (pi paralyses [-asi:z]) n a 
state of being paralyzed □ He appeared to be 
suffering from a kind of emotional paralysis. 

paralytic [us .pera'litik, GB ,paer-] medicine o adj 
[person] whose body is completely or partly 
paralyzed, o n a person whose body is com¬ 
pletely or partly paralyzed, 

paralyze [’peralaiz] us, paralyse ['paeralaiz] GB 

vt -1. [person, leg, arm] to cause <sb/sthg> to 
be unable to feel anything and to be unable 
to move □ He was paralyzed from the neck 
down. -2. (organization, government] to stop 
<sthg> from working properly □ Commuter 
services were paralyzed by the severe weather 
conditions this morning. 

paralyzed ['peralaizd] us, paralysed ['paera- 
laizd] GB adj -1. [person, leg] that is unable to 
move as the result of an accident or illness □ 
There's a chance that she may be paralyzed in 
both legs. -2. [organization, government] that is 
not able to work properly □ Power cuts left 
the city paralyzed for hours. 

paramedic [US .pera'medik, GB ,paer-J tt a per¬ 
son such as an ambulance driver whose job 
is to help in emergency medical work hut 
who is not a doctor or a nurse, 

paramedical [US .pera'medikl, GB ,paer-] adj [ser¬ 

vices, training] connected with helping doc¬ 
tors or nurses. 

parameter [pa'raematar] n a limit or guideline 
that affects the way something can be done 
□ There are rules which establish the parameters 
within which we are able to operate. 

paramilitary [US ,pera'milateri, GB .paera'md- 
atari] adj [group, organization] that is organized 
like an army, fights against a government, 
and is illegal □ a paramilitary attack. 

paramount [US 'peramaunt, GB 'paer-] adj that is 
more important than everything else □ Find¬ 
ing a peaceful solution is of paramount impor¬ 
tance. □ When climbing, safety is paramount. 

paranoia [US .pera'noia, GB ,paer-] n a mental 
disease that makes somebody believe that 
they are very important and famous or that 
other people hate them and want to harm 
them. 

paranoiac [US .pera'naiaek, GB ,paer-] o n a per¬ 
son who is suffering from paranoia, o adj: 
paranoiac disease/behavior. 

paranoid [US 'peranaid, GB 'paer-] adj -1. [person] 

who is very suspicious and distrusts other 
people □ Nick is completely paranoid about what 
other people think of him. -2. psychology [per¬ 

son] who suffers from paranoia □ a paranoid 
schizophrenic. 

paranormal [US ,pera'na:rml, GB ,paera'no:ml] adj 
(phenomenon, event] that cannot be explained 
by science. 

parapet [US 'perapat, GB 'paer-] ti a low wall 
along the edge of a balcony, roof, or bridge, 

paraphernalia [us ,perafar'neilia, GB .paerafa- 
neilia] n a large number of small personal 
objects or pieces of equipment connected 
with a particular activity □ She had all her 
sewing paraphernalia spread across the table. 

paraphrase [US 'perafreiz, GB 'paer-] o vt (an¬ 

swer, words, theory] to say <sthg that has al¬ 
ready been said or written> in a different 
way, so that it is shorter or easier to under- 
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stand □ To paraphrase Lewis, imperialism is 
simply nationalism on a large scale, o vi: I'm 
paraphrasing from what he actually wrote, o « 
something that paraphrases something else, 

paraplegia [us ,pera'pli:d3a, gb ,paer-] n a medi¬ 
cal condition in which one cannot move the 
lower half of one’s body. 

paraplegic [us ,per3'pli:d3ik, GB peer-] o « a 
person who suffers from paraplegia, o adj: a 
paraplegic man/woman. 

parapsychology [us .perssai'koladsi, gb ,paer-[ 
« the study of mental powers, such as the 
ability to say what is going to happen in the 
future, that cannot be explained by ordinary 
science. 

Paraquat™ [US 'perakwm, GB 'par-] n a poison 
used for killing weeds. 

parasite [US 'perasait, GB 'paer-] n -1. zoology a 
plant or animal that lives in or on another 
plant or animal and gets its food from it. 
-2. a person who does nothing to support 
themselves but instead gets money, food etc 
from other people or from the state (disap¬ 
proving use) □ He's a parasite on society. 

parasitic [US .pera'sitik, GB ,paer-] adj -1. [plant, 
animal] that is a parasite; [disease] that is 
caused by a parasite. -2. [person] who is a 
parasite on other people (disapproving use), 

parasol [us 'perasDl, GB 'paer-] « a kind of um¬ 
brella for protection from the sun. 

paratrooper [US 'peratruipar, GB 'paeratruipa] « 
a soldier who is trained to be dropped from 
aircraft using a parachute, 

parboil ['pa:rboil] vt [meat, vegetables] to boil 
<food> until it is partly cooked, 

parcel ['pa:rsl] (US ft & ff parceled, corn par¬ 
celing, GB ft & ff parcelled, cont parcelling) n 
an object that has been wrapped in paper so 
that it can be easily carried or mailed □ a par¬ 
cel of books. 

♦ parcel up vt sef to parcel sthg up [clothes, 
books] to wrap sthg together in paper to 
make a parcel. 

parcel post n the system for sending parcels 
by mail □ We sent it by parcel post. 

parched [padt/t] adj -1. [land, plain] that is 
completely dry because it is very hot and 
there has been no rain; [throat, mouth] that 
feels very dry □ The parched soil is in desperate 
need of rain. -2. to be parched [person] to be 
very thirsty (informal use) □ I'm parched! 

Parcheesi™ [pa:r't/i:zi] n a simple game played 
on a board with a dice and flat pieces of 
plastic. 

parchment ['pa:rtjmant] n a material made 
from the skin of sheep or goats that was 
used for writing on in the past, 

pardon ['pa:rdn] o « -1. law official permis¬ 
sion given to a prisoner or criminal that al¬ 
lows them to be free and not to be pun¬ 
ished □ He received an official pardon for his 
crimes. -2. forgiveness. ■ I beg your pardon? a 
phrase used to show that one is surprised or 
offended by what somebody has just said; a 
phrase used to ask somebody to repeat 
something that one did not hear or under¬ 

stand □ / beg your pardon? Did you just say what 
I think you said? □ / beg your pardon? I didn't 
quite catch that, m I beg your pardon! a phrase 
used to apologize for something one has 
said or done (formal use) □ / beg your pardon, I 
didn't mean to intrude. 

o vt -1. to excuse or forgive <sb> for some¬ 
thing that is not important or serious □ Par¬ 
don me for asking, but how old are you? m par¬ 
don me! a phrase used to apologize for 
something one has just said or done. ■ par¬ 
don (me)? a word used when one wants 
somebody to repeat what they have just 
said. -2. law [criminal, prisoner] to give an offi¬ 
cial pardon to <sb>. 

pardonable ['pa:rdn3bl] adj [mistake, behavior] 

that can be forgiven or excused because it is 
understandable. 

pare [pear] vf [apple, stick, nail] to remove the 
skin or outside part of <sthg> by cutting 
it. 

♦ pare down vf sef -1. to pare sthg down [fin¬ 

gernail, stick] to make sthg smaller by gradu¬ 
ally paring it. -2. [budget, staff] to reduce sthg 
gradually in size or amount. 

parent ['pearant] n one’s mother or father □ 
Both my parents live abroad. □ One of his parents 
is Greek. 

parentage ['pearantid3] n the fact of being the 
child of parents from a particular country or 
social group □ a child of unknown/mixed parent¬ 
age. 

parental [pa'rentl] adj [love, responsibility, guid¬ 

ance] that is connected with one’s parents □ 
Children need parental consent to participate. 

parent company n a company that owns one 
or more other companies. 

parenthesis [pa'renOasas] (fl parentheses [-asi:z]) 
n one of a pair of marks () or [ ] placed be¬ 
fore and after a word or phrase to show 
that it is additional information and is not 
essential to the main idea □ That part should 
be in parentheses. 

parenthetical [,paeran'0etikl] adj [remark, expla¬ 

nation] that is not essential to the main sub¬ 
ject being discussed, but is given as addi¬ 
tional information. 

parenthood ('pearanthod] n the state of being 
a parent □ Do you think you're ready for the tri¬ 
als of parenthood? 

parenting ['pearantig] n the activity of taking 
care of and bringing up a child □ good parent¬ 
ing. 

parent-teacher association n an organiza¬ 
tion consisting of teachers and parents who 
discuss matters connected with the children 
in a school. 

par excellence [us ,pu:reksa'la:ns, gb pair'eks- 
alcuns] adj that is the best of its kind □ a blues 
singer par excellence. 

pariah [pa'raia] n a person or country that 
other people or countries dislike and refuse 
to become involved with (disapproving use) □ 
a pariah state. 

Paris [US 'peras, GB ‘pser-] the capital of France, 
and its largest city, population: 2,152,423. 
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parish [US 'pen/, GB 'paer-] n -1. an area that 
has a church and which a priest in that 
church is responsible for. -2. in the USA, a 
county in the state of Louisiana. -3. in Brit¬ 
ain, the smallest unit of local government in 
the countryside. 

parish council « in Britain, the group of peo¬ 
ple that runs a parish. 

parishioner [p3'n[n3r] ti a person who lives in 
the parish of a particular church, 

parish priest n the priest in charge of a par¬ 
ish. 

Parisian [US p3'ri3n, GB -‘rizisn] n & adj: see 
Paris. 

parity [US 'persti, GB 'peer-] n the state of being 
equal in status, value etc □ Women still have 
to fight for economic parity with men. □ There 
should be parity between the two groups. 

park [pa:rk] o n -1. a large area of land, espe¬ 
cially in a town, where grass, trees, and 
flowers grow and where the public can go 
to enjoy themselves □ Children were playing in 
the park. □ Let's go to the park. □ a park bench. 
-2. US auto the gear position in an automat¬ 
ic car that is used when the car is not mov¬ 
ing □ Leave the car in park. -3. GB [around a 
house] an area of land with grass and trees 
around a large country house, o vt [car, bus, 
bicycle] to put <a vehicle> in a particular 
place and leave it there for a period of time 
□ I'm sure it was parked here, o vi: You can't 
park there! □ /Is usual, there's nowhere to park. 

parka [’padks] « a short coat that has a hood 
which usually has fur inside it. 

parking ['pa:rkirj] n -1. the act of parking a ve¬ 
hicle □ / find parking very difficult. □ / couldn't 
get a parking space, m 'No parking' a phrase 
usually written on a sign to show that vehi¬ 
cles should not be parked in a particular 
place. -2. space where vehicles can be park¬ 
ed and left for a period of time □ There's 
parking for 200 cars behind the supermarket. 

parking brake n US a brake in a car, truck etc 
that is worked with the hand, 

parking garage « US a building, or a level in 
a building, where cars can be left, 

parking light n US one of the two small lights 
near the sides at the front of a vehicle, 

parking lot n an open area where people can 
leave their cars. 

parking meter n a device at the side of a 
road that one puts money into to be al¬ 
lowed to park next to it for a period of 
time. 

parking ticket n a piece of paper that an offi¬ 
cial places on somebody’s vehicle if they 
have parked it illegally and which tells them 
to pay a fine a I got a parking ticket. 

Parkinson's disease ['pa:rkins3nz-] n a dis¬ 
ease, especially affecting old people, that 
makes one’s arms and legs shake. 

park keeper « gb a person whose job is to 
take care of a park. 

parkland ['pa:rklaend] k an area of land with 
grass and trees, often surrounding a large 

country house □ The house is set in 10 acres of 
parkland. 

parkway ['pa:rkwei] n US a wide road that has 
grass and trees along the center of it or be¬ 

side it. 

parlance [’paidsns] n in legal/medical etc par¬ 

lance in words that people working in law/ 
medicine etc would use. 

parliament ['paidsmsnt] « -1. the group of 
people who are elected to make the laws of 
a country □ the Norwegian parliament. -2. in 
Britain, the institution made up of the King 
or Queen, the House of Lords, and the 
House of Commons, which is responsible 
for making laws □ the Houses of Parliament. 
-3. the period during which a parliament ex¬ 
ists between elections or vacations □ the acts 
that were introduced in the last parliament. 

parliamentarian Lpailsmsn'tesrisn] n a mem¬ 
ber of a parliament, especially one who is 
very skilled or experienced. 

parliamentary [.pcn'ls'mentsn] adj [candidate, 

work] see parliament. 

parliamentary private secretary n a mem¬ 
ber of the British parliament, usually a back¬ 
bencher, who acts as a minister’s assistant. 

Parliament House the building where the 
Australian parliament sits, in Canberra. 

parlor us, parlour gb ['pa:rlar] n a sitting room 
(old-fashioned use). 

parlor game tt a game that people play in¬ 
doors, especially one in which they have to 
guess the answer to a question. 

parlous ['pa:rbs[ adj a parlous state a very bad 
or dangerous state (formal use) □ the parlous 
state of our movie industry. 

Parmesan [US 'pcnrmszcun, GB ,pa:mi'zaen] n 
Parmesan (cheese) a hard dry cheese from 
Italy that is usually grated and served with 
pasta, soups etc. 

Parnell [pad'nel], Charles Stewart (1846- 
1891) am Irish politician who was in favor of 
Irish independence. 

parochial [pa'roukisl] adj [person] who is only 
interested in local affairs that affect them di- 
recdy and does not want to know about 
other areas, countries etc (disapproving use) □ 
Their attitude is so parochial. 

parochial school n in the USA, a private 
school that is run by a religious group and 
provides elementary and secondary educa¬ 
tion. 

parody [US 'persdi, GB ’paer-] {pi parodies, pt & 
Vf parodied) o n -1. a type of writing, mu¬ 
sic, or performance that copies the style of a 
famous author, composer etc in an amusing 
way; a piece of this type of writing, music, 
performance etc □ He uses parody to ridicule 
his enemies. -2. something that has been 
done so badly that it seems deliberate □ a 

parody of justice, o vt [politician, politics] to 
copy <sb/sthg> by making a parody of 
them. 

parole [ps'rool] o « permission to leave prison 
that is given to some prisoners before their 
sentence has ended, on the condition that 
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they do not break the law again. ■ on parole 
released from prison early on the condition 
that one does not break the law again □ 
Thorpe was released on parole. □ He was out on 
parole at the time of the incident, o vt to release 
<a prisoner> on parole. 

paroxysm [US ‘persksizm, GB 'paer-J « a parox¬ 
ysm of rage/coughing etc a sudden period of 
rage/coughing etc that one cannot stop or 
control □ They fell about in paroxysms of laugh¬ 
ter. 

parquet [US pair'kei, GB 'paikei] n a floor sur¬ 
face consisting of small rectangular blocks of 
wood that are fitted together in a pattern □ 
a parquet floor. 

parrot [US 'perat, GB 'paer-] n a tropical bird 
with a curved beak and brightly-colored 
feathers that is sometimes kept as a pet and 
can repeat phrases to sound as if it can talk, 

parrot fashion adv [repeat, learn] in a way that 
shows one has learned all the words of 
something but has not understood it (disap¬ 
proving use) □ It's no good just reeling it off par¬ 
rot fashion. 

parry [US 'peri, GB 'pasri] (pt St pp parried) vf -1. 
[blow, attack) to push aside or block <sthg> 
in order to defend oneself. -2. [question, criti¬ 

cism] to avoid dealing with <sthg> directly 
by saying something clever, 

parsimonious [lpa:rss'mounjas] adj [person] 

who dislikes spending money (formal and dis¬ 
approving use). 

parsley ['pa:rsli] n a small plant with curly 
leaves and a strong taste used in cooking for 
flavor or decoration. 

parsnip ['pa:rsnap] n a plant whose 
yellowish-white root is cooked and eaten as 
a vegetable. 

parson [’pa:rsn] n a priest in some Protestant 
churches (old-fashioned use), 

part [pa:rt] o n -1. part of sthg some but not 
the whole of sthg □ Part of the wall had col¬ 
lapsed. □ The lack of funding is only part of the 
problem. □ The new team will form part of the 
Sales Department. □ They usually spend part of 
the year abroad. ■ to be part and parcel of sthg 
[of a job, situation] to be an aspect of sthg that 
is often unpleasant but cannot be avoided □ 
Pollution and high crime rates are all part and par¬ 
cel of living in a big city. -2. [of a book, building, 

city] one of the pieces, sections, areas etc 
into which something can be divided □ She 
lives in the old part of town. □ a new thriller in six 
parts. □ Dealing with the public is the enjoyable 
part of the job. □ The disease can affect several 
parts of the body at the same time. □ We spent 
the early part of the year planning our trip. ■ the 
best or better part of sthg (of a period of time, 

sum of money] almost the whole of sthg □ He 
was the best or better part of an hour late. □ Im¬ 
provements to the existing rail system will cost 
the better part of two billion dollars. -3. [of a ma¬ 

chine] one of the pieces of a machine, car 
engine etc □ They don't have the part in stock, o 
We were charged $300 for parts and labor. -4. [of 
a mixture] one of the equal quantities of liq¬ 
uid, sand etc that is used when mixing to¬ 

gether different substances or liquids n You 
mix one part vodka to two parts orange juice. 
-5. [in a play, movie] a role performed by an 
actor □ The part of Hamlet will be played by 
Mark Rylance. -6. sb's part in sthg [in an acci¬ 

dent, crime] how much sb is involved in sthg 
□ Police are questioning him about his part in the 
robbery, m to play a part in sthg to be one of 
the reasons why sthg happens, is successful 
etc □ Advertising has played an important part in 
the success of the campaign, m to take part in 

sthg [in an activity, event] to be one of the 
people involved in sthg □ Several teams have 
refused to take part in the contest. ■ to want no 

part in sthg [in a plan, decision] to want not to 
be involved in sthg because one disapproves 
of it □ If that's what you're planning to do, then I 
want no part in it! ■ for my/his etc part my/his 
etc personal opinion is that... (formal use) □ 
For my part, I would prefer not to have to move 
offices. ■ on the part of sb, on sb's part used 
to describe who feels, does, or says some¬ 
thing (formal use) □ This was a terrible blunder 
on the part of the authorities. □ No criticism was 
intended on the part of my client. -7. US [in one's 

hair] a line in somebody’s hair from the fore¬ 
head to the top of their head that shows 
where they have combed their hair in two 
different directions □ She wears her hair in a 
center/side part. 
o adv part...part... partly...partly... □ The book 
is part documentary, part thriller, 
o vt -1. to be parted to be forced to be apart 
from each other □ She had been parted from 
her family during the war. -2. to part one's hair 

to make a line in one’s hair with a comb so 
that the hair lies in two different directions 
□ Her long hair was parted in the middle. 
o vi -1. [two people] to leave each other; to 
end a relationship □ They parted friends/on 
good terms. □ We thought we'd never part. 
-2. [two things that touch] to move apart from 
each other □ The clouds suddenly parted and 
the sun shone through. □ Her lips parted in a 
smile. 

♦ parts npl in these parts in the area where 
one is □ You don't find many restaurants in 
these parts. 

♦ for the most part adv mostly □ The region 
is, for the most part, agricultural. 

♦ in part adv partly □ The company's success is 
due, in part, to the dedication of its workforce. 

♦ part with vt fus to part with sthg [with mon¬ 

ey, possessions] to give or sell sthg one really 
wants to keep to somebody else □ He was 
obviously reluctant to part with the information. □ 
I was heartbroken at having to part with my new 
car, but I just couldn't afford it. 

part- prefix added to words to mean partly 
but not completely □ a part-payment. 

partake [pa:rlteik] (pt partook, pp partaken 

[-’teikn]) vi to partake of sthg (of food, wine] to 
eat or drink sthg (formal use). 

part exchange n GB the system of buying 
something by giving both money and goods 
for it, especially where the goods are of the 
same kind as the thing being bought □ It was 
a part exchange deal. ■ in part exchange as part 
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of the payment for something □ We gave our 
old car in part exchange for it. 

partial ['pa:rJT] adj -1. [solution, victory] that is 
not complete □ I'm afraid it was only a partial 
success. -2. [person] who supports one per¬ 
son or thing in a competition, argument etc 
in a way that is not fair □ a partial judge. 
-3. to be partial to sthg to like sthg □ I'm very 
partial to cakes. 

partiality [,pa:rJYael3ti] n -1. a partiality for sthg 
a strong liking for sthg □ Sue has a great par¬ 
tiality for candy bars. -2. support for one per¬ 
son or thing in a competition, argument etc 
in a way that is not fair. 

partially ['pa:r/ali] adv [hidden, responsible] part¬ 
ly but not completely □ The house was partial¬ 
ly covered in ivy. 

partially sighted [-'saitsd] adj [person] who 
cannot see well because their eyes are dam¬ 
aged. 

participant [pad'tisspant] n [in a race, election] a 
person who takes part in something □ All 
participants will be invited to attend the awards 
ceremony. 

participate [pad'tisspeit] vi to take part in 
something □ He refused to participate in the dis¬ 
cussions. 

participation [pad.tiss'peijn] n: see participate 
□ Your participation is vital if we are to succeed. 

participle ['padtssipl] n a form of a verb 
which is used as part of some tenses, e.g. 
the past participle of “go” is “gone" and the 
present participle is “going”. 

particle ['pa:rtikl] n a very small piece of 
something □ a particle of dust. 

particular [par'tikj3lar] adj -1. [type, problem] 

that is unique and different from all others □ 
She has her own particular reasons for being 
there. -2. a particular person/thing this per¬ 
son/thing and not others □ Did you want this 
particular copy, or would another do? -3. [care, at¬ 

tention, consideration] that is greater than 
usual or than in other cases □ They place par¬ 
ticular emphasis on linguistic skills. □ His own par¬ 
ticular strength is in sales. -4. to be particular 

[person] to pay a lot of attention to details 
and be very difficult to please □ He's very par¬ 
ticular about what he eats. 

♦ particulars npl [of a person, car] facts and in¬ 
formation that describe somebody or some¬ 
thing □ The policeman took down my particulars. 

♦ in particular adv especially □ / enjoyed it all, 
but I liked the ending in particular. 

particularity [p3r,tikj3'laer3ti] {pi particularities) 

n a special or strange detail or fact (formal 
use). 

particularly [parltikj3brli] adv -1. especially □ 
It's not easy, particularly when you don't have any 
money. □ Some people, particularly women, find 
their attitude aggressive. -2. more than usually 
□ I'm feeling particularly cheerful today. 

parting ['pa:rtirj] n -1. the act of leaving some¬ 
body or somewhere or of ending a relation¬ 
ship □ Parting is never easy. -2. GB a line in 
somebody’s hair that shows where they 
have combed it in two different directions. 

parting shot n a final, usually unpleasant, re¬ 
mark made at the end of a conversation or 
argument as one is leaving, 

partisan [US 'pairtszsn, GB ,pa:tTzsen] O adj 
[supporter, judge] who supports a particular 
person, view etc without considering all the 
facts fairly □ partisan support, o n a person 
who has joined an armed group to fight 
against an army that has occupied their 
country. 

partition [pa:r'tijn] o « -1. [in a room, building] a 
thin wall or screen separating one part of a 
room from another □ The offices were separat¬ 
ed by thin partitions. -2. [of a country] the act of 
dividing a country into two or more sepa¬ 
rate countries □ the partition of Poland, o vt 
-1. to divide <a room> into two parts with 
a partition. -2. to divide <a country> into 
two or more separate countries, 

partly ['pa:rtli] adv to some degree, but not 
completely □ I'm partly to blame. □ It's partly a 
legal, partly an ethical issue. 

partner [’pa:rtn3r] o « -1. a person one is mar¬ 
ried to or is having a sexual relationship 
with □ How many sexual partners have you had? 
□ You and your partner are both invited. -2. [in an 
activity] a person with whom one does an 
activity such as dancing or playing tennis □ 
my dancing partner. -3. business any of the 
people who own a business together □ my 
business partner □ a junior/senior partner in a law 
firm. -4. [in international politics, trade] a person 
or group that one has an agreement with or 
shares an activity with □ Our partners in the 
EU. □ America is our biggest trading partner, o vt 
to act as partner to <sb> in an activity such 
as dancing. 

partnership ['pa:rtn3rJip] n -1. a relationship 
in which two people, organizations etc 
work closely together to achieve a particular 
aim □ City Hall is working in partnership with the 
police to combat this problem. -2. a small busi¬ 
ness owned by two or more people □ a busi¬ 
ness partnership. 

partook [pa:r'tok] past tense of partake, 

partridge ['padtrid^] (pi partridge or par¬ 
tridges) n a bird with a round body and a 
short tail that is killed for sport and food, 

part-time o adj [work, job, course] that does 
not take up all the usual working hours of 
the week □ I'm a part-time secretary, o adv 
[work, study] I only go to work part-time. 
NOTE: Compare full-time, 

part-timer n a person who works part-time, 

party ['pa:rti] (pi parties, pt & pp partied) o n 
-1. politics an organization of people with the 
same political views that take part in elec¬ 
tions o the Conservative/Republican Party. -2. 
[for a celebration] a social event, often held to 
celebrate a special occasion, where people 
eat, drink, and enjoy themselves □ Let's 
have a birthday party for him. □ We met at Andy's 
party. -3. [of tourists, diners] an organized 
group of people who are doing the same ac¬ 
tivity together □ a party of schoolchildren □ We 
cater for parties of up to thirty people. -4. law 

one of the people or organizations involved 
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in a legal agreement or dispute □ the guilty 
party. -5. to be (a) party to sthg [to a plan, deci¬ 
sion] to be involved in sthg and be partly re¬ 
sponsible for it □ / was not party to the 
decision-making process. 

o vi to enjoy oneself in a lively way, espe¬ 
cially at a party □ Alex does like to party. 

party line tt -1. politics the official opinion of 
a political party which its members are sup¬ 
posed to support □ Your job will be to enforce 
the party line. -2. a telephone line shared by 
two or more different places. 

party piece n something that somebody of¬ 
ten does to amuse people, especially at par¬ 
ties, e.g. singing a particular song (informal 
use) □ Once she'd done her party piece she left. 

party political broadcast n gb a short televi¬ 
sion or radio program made by a political 
party to tell people about its ideas and poli¬ 
cies, and persuade them to vote for it. 

party politics n the activity of politicians 
who speak or act in a way that makes it 
seem they are more interested in improving 
the position of their party than in the good 
of their country. 

party wall n a wall that separates two houses 
or pieces of land and belongs to both own¬ 
ers. 

parvenu ['pa:rv3nju:] « a person of low social 
class who suddenly becomes very wealthy 
or powerful (disapproving use). 

pass [US paes, GB pa:s] On-1. [for a passenger, 
employee] an official document that allows 
somebody to travel on a bus, train etc with¬ 
out paying, or to go into a particular place □ 
a security/bus pass □ All tickets and season 
passes, please! -2. sport an act of throwing, 
kicking etc a ball to another player in one’s 
team □ Jones sent a long pass down the right 
wing to Gascoigne. -3. [between mountains] a 
narrow road between mountains □ the Bren¬ 
ner Pass. -4. education a successful result in 
an exam, test etc □ She got a pass in German. 
-5. to make a pass at sb to try to kiss or 
touch sb in a sexual way because one wants 
to start a sexual relationship with them, 

o vt -1. to give <sthg> to somebody, espe¬ 
cially because they cannot reach it them¬ 
selves □ Pass the salt, please. □ Pass me my 
bag, would you? □ Pass the wine to your father. 
-2. [person, building] to go past <sb/sthg> □ 
We pass the house every day. □ / didn't recognize 
her when I passed her in the street. -3. [days, 
life] to spend <a period of time> in a par¬ 
ticular way □ We passed a glorious month in 
Tuscany, m to pass the time to do some activ¬ 
ity so that one does not feel bored □ We 
played cards to pass the time on the train. 
-4. [exam, test] to get a successful result in 
<sthg> □ / passed my driver's test the first time. 
-5. [number, total, sales] to go over <a particu¬ 
lar amount> and continue to increase □ The 
number of unemployed has passed the three mil¬ 
lion mark. -6. [candidate, applicant] to give <sb> 
a successful result on an examination or test 
□ She appealed against the examiners' decision, 
and was eventually passed. -7. [law, motion, bill] 

to accept <sthg> officially, especially by vot¬ 
ing □ The amendment was passed with a two- 
thirds majority. -8. [comment, remark] to express 
one s opinion by saying <sthg>, especially 
in an unfair or unpleasant way. ■ to pass 
judgment to criticize somebody or some¬ 
thing □ You shouldn't pass judgment until you 
know all the details. -9. US [car, truck] to drive 
past and go ahead of <another vehicle> 
moving in the same direction. 

vi -1. [person, river] to move or lead in a 
particular direction □ The bus passed through 
the outskirts of the city. □ The President passed 
among the crowd, talking and shaking hands. 
-2. [two people, ships] to go past each other in 
opposite directions □ We passed on the stairs. 
-3. sport to throw, hit or kick a ball to an¬ 
other person on one’s team a And Jones has 
passed to Gascoigne! -4. [student] to be suc¬ 
cessful in a test or exam □ Only three out of 
the twelve candidates passed. -5. [period of time, 

event] to happen and reach an end □ The 
week passed very slowly. □ The demonstration 
passed peaceably. □ Don't worry, the pain will 
soon pass. -6. US [car, driver] to pass another 
vehicle □ 'No passing.' 

♦ pass around vt sep to pass sthg around to 
hand sthg to every person in a group □ 
Plates of hot food were being passed around. 

♦ pass as vt fus to pass as sb/sthg to be ac¬ 
cepted as sb/sthg n She could easily pass as 
eighteen. □ A strip of dirty sand was supposed to 
pass as a beach. 

♦ pass away vi [person] to die (polite use). 
♦ pass by o vt sep to pass by sthg to go past 

sthg □ As you pass by the church, notice the fine 
carving over the door, o vt sep to pass sb by 
[opportunity, life, event] to go past without be¬ 
ing noticed or made good use of by sb, 
usually because of a lack of effort or atten¬ 
tion □ Current events seem to pass him by com¬ 
pletely. □ Don't let this chance of happiness pass 
you by. o vi [person, animal, vehicle] to go past 
□ I saw him at the window as we passed by. 

♦ pass for vt fus = pass as. 
♦ pass off vt sep to pass sb/sthg off as sthg to 

pretend that sb/sthg is sthg different from 
what they really are □ Derek actually tried to 
pass the design off as his own. 

♦ pass on o vt sep -1. to pass sthg on [object, 
characteristic, tradition] to give sthg to some¬ 
body else, e.g. because one has finished 
using it □ She passes all her old clothes on to 
her sister. □ He passed on a love of nature to his 
children. -2. to pass sthg on [news, information, 
congratulations] to give or tell somebody sthg 
because somebody else has asked one to 
give or tell it to them □ Could you pass on a 
message to Chris? □ Please pass on my thanks to 
the organizers. -3. to pass on costs/savings to 
raise/lower the cost of a product because of 
extra costs/savings one has made when pro¬ 
ducing it □ Any increase in the wage bill will of 
course be passed on to our customers. 
o vi = pass away. 

♦ pass out vi -1. [person] to faint □ / nearly 
passed out with the pain. -2. GB military [per¬ 
son] to finish training at a military school. 
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♦ pass over vt fus to pass over sthg [subject, 

incident] to try not to talk about sthg □ / think 
we should pass over the events of last night. 

♦ pass round vt sep = pass around. 
♦ pass to vt fus to pass to sb [property, title, 

ownership! to be given to sb, especially be¬ 
cause another person has died □ The title now 
passes to his son. 

♦ pass up vt sep to pass up sthg [chance, invita¬ 

tion, offer] to fail to take advantage of sthg □ 
You can't pass up an opportunity like this! 

passable [US 'pEessbl, GB 'pars-] adj -1. [attempt, 

imitation, work] that is good enough □ At least 
you made a passable effort. -2. [road, path, route] 

that is not blocked and can be used □ The 
track's only passable with a jeep. 

passably [US 'paesabh, GB 'pars-] adv -1. see pass¬ 
able □ He performed passably. -2. passably well 
quite well. 

passage ['paesid3] n -1. [between rooms, 

houses] a long narrow space that connects 
rooms, houses etc □ He ran swiftly up the pas¬ 
sage. -2. [through a crowd] a space that allows 
one to move through something □ He forced 
a passage through the crowd. -3. anatomy a 
tube in one's body that air or liquid passes 
through □ the nasal passages. -4. [in a piece of 

music, writing] a short part of something □ 
This is one of my favorite passages. -5. [between 

situations, places] the progress of somebody 
or something from one place or situation to 
another (formal use) □ the passage from adoles¬ 
cence to adulthood □ the passage of time. -6. [in 

a ship] a trip in a ship □ a sea passage. 

passageway [’paesid3wei] n a long narrow 
space that connects rooms, buildings etc. 

passbook [US ’presbuk, GB ‘pars-] n a book giv¬ 
en to somebody who has an account at a 
building and loan association in which they 
record how much money they put into and 
take out of the account. 

passe [US pas'sei, GB ’paesei] adj [style, clothing] 

that is no longer fashionable (disapproving 
use). 

passenger ['paesind33r] n a person traveling in 
a car, boat, plane etc but who is not driving 
or working on it □ Passengers are requested to 
remain with their vehicles. 

passerby [us .paesar'bai, GB ,pa:s3-] {pi passersby 
[US .pssarz-, GB ,pa:saz-]) « a person who is 
walking past a place at a particular moment, 
especially when an accident, a crime etc 
happens there □ A passerby was injured in the 
shooting. □ an innocent passerby. 

passing [us 'passirj, GB 'pa:s-] o adj [phase, 

thought] that only lasts for a short time; [re¬ 

mark, comment] that is made while one is 
talking about a different subject □ just a pass¬ 
ing fancy, o n the passing of time/the years 
the process of time/the years happening and 
becoming part of the past □ / feel less angry 
now, with the passing of the years. 

♦ in passing adv [say, note] while one is talk¬ 
ing or writing about something else □ / only 
mention it in passing. 

passion ['paejn] n -1. strong romantic or sex¬ 
ual feelings □ the passion she felt for this shy 

young man □ The object of his passion, mean¬ 
while, remained unaware of his existence. 
-2. strong feelings of love, hatred, anger etc 
□ Chris spoke with passion of the suffering en¬ 
dured by the prisoners. -3. to have a passion for 

sthg to like and enjoy sthg very much □ Mar¬ 
tin has a great passion for opera. 

♦ Passion « the Passion the final suffering 
and death of Jesus Christ. 

♦ passions npl strong feelings and beliefs 
about what is right and wrong □ Passions 
were roused during the debate. 

passionate ['paefnat] adj -1. [person] who has 
strong sexual or romantic feelings □ a pas¬ 
sionate kiss. -2. [supporter] who has very 
strong feelings or beliefs about what is right 
and wrong □ a passionate speech. 

passionately ['paefnatli] adv [kiss, embrace, 

speak] see passionate □ Jay was passionately 
fond of music. 

passion fruit « a small fruit with a hard dark 
purple skin, juicy orange and green flesh, 
and lots of seeds. 

passive ['paesiv] o adj -1. [person] who accepts 
what happens to them without expressing 
any strong feelings, especially when they 
should complain □ passive acceptance of the 
situation □ You're too passive for your own good. 
-2. grammar [verb, construction] that has as its 
subject the person or thing to which the ac¬ 
tion is done, e.g. The man was bitten by the 
dog. o « the passive grammar the passive 
form of a verb. 

passively ['psesivli] adv [accept, behave] see pas¬ 
sive. 

passive resistance n protest against some¬ 
thing done in a way which involves no vio¬ 
lence, e.g. by holding a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion or refusing to eat. 

passive smoking « the act of breathing in 
the smoke from other people’s cigarettes, 
pipes etc when one is not smoking oneself. 

passivity [pae'sivati] u [of a person] see passive. 

passkey [US 'paeski:, GB 'pars-] « -1. a key that 
opens a particular door or gate and is given 
only to the people who have permission to 
use it. -2. a key that can open several differ¬ 
ent locks. 

Passover [us 'paesouvr, GB 'paisouvs] n (the) 

Passover a holiday in the Jewish religion at 
the end of March or beginning of April 
which is held to remember the escape of the 
Jews from Egypt. 

passport [US 'paespa-.rt, GB 'pa:spo:t] n -1. an 
official document in the form of a small 
book that proves who somebody is and is 
needed to enter and leave countries □ Will 
we have to show our passports? -2. a passport 

to sthg [to fame, success, a job] something 
that gives somebody sthg they want □ A 
good education is not an automatic passport to a 
good career. 

passport control n the place at an airport or 
port where passengers must show their 
passports before being allowed to enter or 
leave the country. 
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password [us 'paesw3:rd, gb ’pa:sw3:d] « a se¬ 
cret word or phrase which one has to know 
to be allowed to enter a place or use a com¬ 
puter. 

past [US passt, GB paist] o adj -1. the week/ 

month etc the week/month etc before the 
present one □ The past five years have seen a 
huge increase in the sales of CD players. □ His 
condition has improved in the past 24 hours. □ 
I've been abroad for the past two years. -2. a 

past government/president/owner one of the 
govemments/presidents/owners before the 
present one □ He blamed past mayors of the 
city for failing to tackle the problem. -3. [life, be¬ 
havior, experience] that happened before the 
present one □ I've learned from past experience 
not to trust them. □ Past attempts to attract for¬ 
eign companies to the area have been unsuccess¬ 
ful. -4. [difficulties, success, crisis] that is fin¬ 
ished and no longer exists □ Ben liked to re¬ 
member his past triumphs on the tennis court. □ 
I/Ve hid in the cellar until the danger was past, 
o prep -1. it's five/twenty past two it’s five/ 
twenty minutes after two o’clock □ The plane 
is due in at half past eight. -2. to go past sb/ 

sthg to go up to sb/sthg and continue in the 
same direction □ A long line of people filed 
slowly past the coffin. □ / drove straight past the 
house and had to turn back. -3. to be past sthg 

to be farther on than sthg □ It's on the next 
block, just past the traffic lights. -4^ phrases to 

be past it to be too old to be able to do sthg 
(informal use) □ Of course I'll dance, I'm not 
quite past it yet! ■ I wouldn't put it past him I 

wouldn’t be surprised if he did something 
like that, because it is typical of the way he 
behaves (informal and disapproving use) □ / 
wouldn't put it past Emma to have invited her ex! 
o adv -1. to walk/drive etc past to walk/ 
drive etc to a person or place and continue 
in the same direction one is going □ / saw 
her in the corridor, but she hurried past without 
saying anything. -2. a quarter/half past fifteen/ 
thirty minutes after a particular hour □ 
"What's the time?" — "Half past. " 
On-1. the past what has happened before 
now; the time before now □ You must forget 
the past. □ In the past we've tended to buy our 
equipment, but now we lease it. -2. sb's past 
what has happened to sb before the present 
□ There was one incident in his past that he was 
still ashamed of. □ She has a colorful past. 

pasta [US ’pcusta, GB ’paesta] n a type of food 
from Italy made from a mixture of flour, 
eggs, and water, cut into various shapes and 
then boiled □ They ate pasta for lunch. □ a pasta 
dish. 

paste [peist] o n -1. a soft mixture of a pow¬ 
der and a liquid that can be shaped or 
spread □ Add the water and mix into a thin 
paste. -2. meat/salmon etc paste meat/salm- 
on etc that has been crushed with other 
ingredients so that it can be spread, e.g. on 
bread. -3. [for sticking paper] a type of glue 
containing water that is used for sticking pa¬ 
per together or to other surfaces □ wallpaper 
paste. -4. [for making jewelery] shiny glass that 
is designed to look like real jewels, o vt to 

stick <paper> to a surface* using paste □ 
Paste it onto the board. 

pastel [us ps'stel, GB ’paestl] o adj [color, shade] 

that looks pale and soft □ pastel blue, o n 
-l a pale and soft color □ The room was deco¬ 
rated in pastels. -2. art a small stick of a sub¬ 
stance made from colored powder and gum 
that is used for drawing o a pastel drawing. 

paste-up n printing a sheet of paper with 
printed text, pictures etc stuck to it that is 
used for photographing or for showing how 
a page will look when the magazine, book 
etc is printed. 

Pasteur [pae'st3:r], Louis (1822-1895) a French 
scientist who invented the technique of pas¬ 
teurizing milk to destroy harmful bacteria, 

pasteurize, -ise [us 'paestfaraiz, gb 'pars-] vt to 
heat <milk or cream> using a special pro¬ 
cess in order to destroy the bacteria in it. 

pastiche [pae'sti:J] « a piece of writing or mu¬ 
sic whose style is deliberately copied from 
the work of another writer or composer, 

pastille [’paestl] n a hard round candy often 
containing medicine to treat sore throats 
and coughs. 

pastime [us 'paestaim, GB ’pars-] « an activity 
which one does for pleasure in one’s spare 
time □ One of his favorite pastimes was going 
out fishing on the river. 

pastor [US 'paestar, GB ’paista] n a religious 
leader in some Protestant churches, 

pastoral [US 'paestral, GB ’pa:st-] adj -1. [visit, 

duty] that is connected with taking care of 
the needs and problems of people □ Teachers 
have an increasingly important pastoral role in 
schools. -2. [scene, poem] that shows or de¬ 
scribes simple and peaceful country life, 

past participle « a part of a verb used to 
form perfect or passive tenses and some¬ 
times used as an adjective □ "Taken" is the 
past participle of "to take". 

pastrami [pa'strcumi] « smoked beef with 
strong seasoning. 

pastry [’peistri] {ft pastries) n a mixture of 
flour, fat, and milk or water baked and used 
to make pies, tarts etc; a small cake made 
with this mixture □ an apricot pastry □ a pastry 
case. 

past tense n the tense used in grammar to 
talk about things that took place before the 
time at which one is writing or speaking, 

pasture [US 'paestfr, GB ’pcustja] n grassy land 
where animals such as cattle feed □ a land¬ 
scape of green pastures. 

pastureland [US 'paestfrlaend, GB ’paistfa-] « an 
area of grassy land where animals such as 
cattle feed. 

pasty1 [’peisti] {comfar pastier, suferl pastiest) 
adj [face] that looks pale and unhealthy □ a 

pale pasty complexion. 

pasty2 [’paesti] {ft pasties) n GB a small pie 
that usually consists of pieces of meat and 
potato wrapped in pastry □ a meat pasty. 

pasty-faced [’peistifeist] adj [person] who 
looks pale and unhealthy. 
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pat [paet] (compar patter, superl pattest, pt & pp 
patted, cont patting) o adj [answer, reply, ex¬ 

planation] that is not convincing because it is 
too simple and sounds as if it has been said 
or used before (disapproving use), 
o adv to have sthg off pat [answer, words] to 
have memorized sthg exactly. 
on-1. a light and friendly touch with one’s 
hand held flat □ She gave the horse a pat. -2. a 

pat of butter a small lump of butter, 
o vr to touch <a person or an animal> light¬ 
ly once or several times with the flat part of 
one’s hand, usually to show that one is 
friendly or sympathetic □ "Well done," she 
said, patting him on the back. □ Don't pat the 
dog, he bites. 

Patagonia [.paets'gounjs] the region at the south¬ 
ern tip of South America, covering parts of 
Chile and Argentina. 

patch [paetJ] o n -1. [for clothes] a piece of ma¬ 
terial used to cover a hole in something □ 
jeans with patches over the knees. -2. = eye- 

patch. -3. [of fog, damp] a small area of some¬ 
thing which looks different from the parts 
around it □ There are damp patches on the wall. 
□ a bald patch □ There will be patches of fog in 
the south. -4. [of land, soil] a small piece of 
ground, often used for growing vegetables □ 
a strawberry patch. -5. a bad or difficult patch a 
period of time during which one has many 
troubles and difficulties □ I've been going 
through a bad patch recently. 
o vt [hole, tear, trousers] to mend <sthg> by 
putting a patch on it. 

♦ patch together vt sep to patch sthg togeth¬ 

er to form or make sthg which is not perfect 
but which is as good as it can be o The deal 
was patched together at the last minute. 

♦ patch up vt sep -1. to patch sthg up [wall, 

car] to repair sthg roughly and quickly □ The 
doctors patched me up and sent me home. -2. to 

patch up a relationship to make one’s rela¬ 
tionship with somebody friendly again after 
a quarrel □ The couple are now trying to patch 
up their differences. ■ to patch up a quarrel to 
end a quarrel and become friends again. 

patchwork ['paetjw3:rk] o adj [quilt, skirt] that 
is made with many different pieces of ma¬ 
terial sewn together, o n something that 
consists of pieces of different shapes and 
colors □ a patchwork of fields. 

patchy ['paetji] (compar patchier, superl patchi¬ 

est) adj -1. (fog, sunshine] that appears in 
patches and not evenly or regularly □ Tomor¬ 
row will be mostly sunny with patchy cloud to¬ 
ward evening. -2. [knowledge] that is not 
enough to be useful or reliable. -3. [per¬ 

formance, game, quality] that is good in parts 
only. 

pate [US pae'tei, GB 'paetei] n food made by 
crushing meat, fish, or vegetables into a soft 
mass □ liver pate. 

patent [US 'paetnt, GB 'peit-] o adj [nonsense, lie] 

obvious □ his patent dislike of the idea, o « a 
document from a government office which 
gives a person or company the right to be 
the only one that can make or sell a new in¬ 

vention for a fixed number of years □ TCI has 
the patent to the new process. □ ‘Patent pending.' 
o vt [idea, invention] to obtain a patent for 
<sthg> □ The device was patented in 1857. 

patented [US 'paetnt3d, GB ’peit-] adj [invention] 

that has been given a patent. 

patentee [US .paetn'ti:, GB ,peit-] « the person 
or company that has the exclusive right to 
make or sell a new invention. 

patent leather n very shiny leather used es¬ 
pecially to make shoes and handbags □ 
patent-leather shoes. 

patently ['peitntli] adv patently obvious/dis¬ 
honest obvious/dishonest in a way that is 
very clear or easy to see □ It's patently clear 
you know nothing about the subject. □ She was 
patently lying. 

Patent Office « the Patent Office in Britain 
and the USA, the government department 
responsible for giving patents to new inven¬ 
tions. 

paternal [p3't3:rnl] adj -1. [love, attitude] that is 
typical of a father’s behavior toward his 
child. -2. one's paternal grandmother/uncle 
one’s grandmother/uncle who is the moth¬ 
er/brother of one’s father. 

paternalistic [pa,t3:rna’listik] adj [attitude, soci¬ 

ety] that treats a person like a child (disap¬ 
proving use). 

paternity [p3't3:rn3ti] n the fact of being the 
father of a particular child. 

paternity leave « a period of time when a 
man does not have to work but can stay at 
home because his child has just been bom. 

paternity suit n an attempt to prove in law 
that a man is the father of a particular child, 
especially in order to get financial support 
from him. 

Paterson ['pastahssn], Andrew Barton (1864— 
1941) an Australian poet who wrote the words 
to Waltzing Matilda. His nickname was Banjo 
Paterson. 

path [US paeG, pi pasdz, GB pa:0, pi pa:dz] n -1. a 
track for walking along □ A narrow path led up 
to the house, o a gravel path □ They beat a path 
through the jungle. -2. sb's path the space in 
front of sb as they move forward □ The pro¬ 
testers tried to block his path. ■ our paths had 
crossed before we had already met □ Their 
paths first crossed when they were both students 
at Harvard. -3. [of a car, missile, hurricane] the 
line that something travels along as it moves 
forward □ The fire had destroyed everything that 
lay in its path. -4. [to success, peace, ruin] a 
course of action or way to achieve some¬ 
thing □ Decentralization is the path to economic 
growth, according to the Department of Labor. □ 
His career has followed an unusual path. 

pathetic [ps'Getik] adj -1. [story, sight] that 
makes somebody feel sadness or pity □ the 
pathetic sound of children crying. -2. [attempt, 

excuse, person] that is very bad or useless 
and makes other people feel angry or an¬ 
noyed □ Don't be so pathetic. 

pathetically [pa'Getikli] adv -1. [cry, struggle] see 
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pathetic. -2. pathetically weak/thin extremely 
weak/thin □ The crowd was pathetically small. 

pathological [,pae03'lDd3ikl] adj -1. medicine 
[condition, change] that is connected with pa¬ 
thology. -2. [fear, urge] that is extreme and 
cannot be controlled □ He's a pathological liar. 

pathologist [pa'0r>bd33st] n a doctor who 
studies diseases and who examines dead 
bodies to find out the cause of death. 

pathology [pa'0Dl3d3i] ti the study of disease. 

pathos ['pei0Ds] n something in a situation 
that makes people feel sadness and pity. 

pathway [us 'p<e0wei, GB 'pa:©-] n a path for 
walking along. 

patience [’peijns] n -1. the ability to deal with 
difficulties or delays for a long time without 
becoming annoyed □ You need patience and 
luck to succeed. □ He finally lost his patience. □ 
I've got no patience with you any more. ■ to try 

sb's patience to annoy sb so much that it is 
difficult for them not to become angry. 
-2. GB cards a card game for one player, 

patient [’peifnt] O adj [person] who shows pa¬ 
tience □ Be patient: I'm sure you'll hear soon. 
On a person getting treatment from a doc¬ 
tor □ I’m one of Dr Nathan's patients. 

patiently ['peijntli] adv [wait, answer] see pa¬ 

tient □ She listened patiently while he explained. 

patina [US pa'tiina, GB ’paetina] « -1. [on copper, 

bronze] a green layer that forms naturally on 
the surface of copper or bronze. -2. [on 

wood, leather] an attractive, shiny layer that 
forms on the surface of something, especial¬ 
ly wood, as it gets older or is handled a lot. 

patio [’psetiou] {pi patios) n an open area with 
a paved surface next to a house, where peo¬ 
ple can sit, relax, eat etc in fine weather, 

patio doors npl glass doors that lead from a 
house onto a patio. 

patisserie [pa'tiisari] n a shop which sells 
cakes and pastries. 

Patna rice [’paetna-] n a kind of rice grown in 
Patna in India that has long grains, 

patois [’paetwa:] {pi patois) n a form of a lan¬ 
guage spoken by people in a particular area 
and which is different from the national lan¬ 
guage in some aspects of grammar, pronun¬ 
ciation etc. 

patriarch [’peitria:rk] n the male head of a 
family or group. 

patriarchy [’peitria:rki] (pi patriarchies) n a sys¬ 
tem in which men rather than women have 
all the power in society; a society where 
this system exists. 

patrimony [US 'paetramooni, GB '-imam] n pos¬ 
sessions inherited from one’s father or an¬ 
cestors (formal use). 

patriot [US 'peitriat, GB 'paetr-] n a person who 
loves their country and is willing to defend 
it. 

patriotic [US ,peitri'Dtik, GB ,paetr-] adj [person] 

who loves their country □ I've never felt par- 
. ticularly patriotic. □ patriotic songs □ It is your pat¬ 
riotic duty to fight for your country. 

patriotism [US 'peitriatizm, GB 'paetr-] n love for 
one’s country □ a sense of patriotism. 

patrol [pa'troul] (pt & pp patrolled, coni patrol¬ 
ling) On-1. [of police, soldiers] a small group 
of people who move around a particular 
place or area to make sure there is no trou¬ 
ble a A police patrol arrived. -2. the act of pa¬ 
trolling an area. ■ to be on patrol to be pa¬ 
trolling an area, o vt [city, streets, border] to 
move around an area to make sure there is 
no trouble or illegal activity □ Security guards 
patrol the grounds regularly. 

patrol car n a car used by the police for pa¬ 
trolling streets. 

patrolman [pa'troulman] (pi patrolmen [-man]) n 
US a policeman who patrols a particular 
area. 

patrol wagon n us a vehicle used by the po¬ 
lice for carrying prisoners. 

patrolwoman [pa'troolwuman] (pi patrolwom- 
en) n US a policewoman who patrols a partic¬ 
ular area. 

patron [’peitran] n -1. a person or organization 
that supports writers, painters, musicians 
etc, especially by giving them money □ a pat¬ 
ron of the arts. -2. GB [of a charity, campaign] a 
well-known person who supports a good 
cause and allows their name to be used to 
promote it □ Our patron is Princess Mathilde. 
-3. [of a bar, store, hotel] a customer (formal 
use) □ 'Parking lot for use of patrons only.' 

patronage [’peitramd3] n financial support giv¬ 
en by a patron □ The Trust flourished under the 
patronage of Vic Murray. 

patronize, -ise [us 'peitranaiz, gb ’paetr-] vt -1. 
[person] to pretend to be pleasant to 
<sb> in a way which shows that one thinks 
one is better than them (disapproving use) □ 
Don't let him patronize you. -2. [store, business] 

to be a customer of <sthg> (formal use). 
-3. [arts, artist] to give money to <sb/sthg> to 
support them (formal use). 

patronizing [US 'peitranaizirj, GB ’paetr-] adj 
[smile, attitude] that shows that a person 
thinks they are superior to somebody (disap¬ 
proving use) □ He is so patronizing. 

patron saint n a Christian saint believed to 
give special protection to a particular place, 
activity, or group of people □ St George, the 
patron saint of England. 

patter [’paetar] On-1. [of feet, rain] the sound 
of something hitting a hard surface lighdy 
and repeatedly □ She listened to the soft patter 
of rain against the window. -2. [of a salesman, 

comedian] the quick way of talking of some¬ 
body who has rehearsed what they want to 
say □ He launched into the usual salesman's pat¬ 
ter. o vi [feet, rain] to make the sound of 
something hitting a hard surface lightly and 
repeatedly □ The rain pattered against the glass. 

pattern [’paetarn] o « -1. [on wallpaper, a rug, a 

piece of clothing] a decorative arrangement of 
lines, shapes, colors etc that is repeated 
regularly on a surface □ The lines formed a de¬ 
lightful pattern. □ The carpet had a kind of swirly 
orange pattern on it. -2. [of events, somebody's 
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behavior] the way that something is organ¬ 
ized or usually happens □ Her moods follow a 
set pattern, o Work patterns have changed enor¬ 
mously in the twentieth century. □ There seems 
to be no pattern to the results/crimes. -3. [for 

making things] a set of diagrams and instruc¬ 
tions which explain how to make something 
□ a dress/knitting pattern. -A. [for other people, 

countries] a person, thing, or system that is 
very good and is worth copying □ Some peo¬ 
ple think constitutional democracy should be the 
pattern for all governments, 
o vt to be patterned after sthg to be made or 
formed by copying sthg □ The campaign is pat¬ 
terned after the one successfully adopted at the 
last election. 

patterned ['pzetatid] adj [fabric, dress, shirt] that 
has a pattern on it. 

Patton ['psetn], G. S. (1885-1945) a US gener¬ 
al who helped to liberate France and Italy 
during World War II. 

patty f'paeti] {pi patties) n -1. a small pie. -2. 
food formed into a small flat piece and 
cooked. 

paucity ['poisati] n a paucity of sthg [of ideas, 

imagination] less of sthg than is needed (for¬ 
mal use). 

Pauling ['poilig], Linus (1901-1994) a US sci¬ 
entist who won the Nobel Prize for chemis¬ 
try and the Nobel Peace Prize. 

paunch [point/] n a man's fat stomach. 

paunchy ['point/i] (compar paunchier, superl 
paunchiest) adj [man] who has a fat stomach. 

pauper ['poipo'l n a very poor person. 

pause [poiz] On a short break, when some¬ 
body stops talking or doing something □ 
There was a pause in the conversation, o vi to 
stop speaking or doing something for a very 
short period of time □ He paused before enter¬ 
ing. □ Claire paused for breath. 

pave [peiv] vt [street, courtyard] to cover <an 
area of ground> with a hard surface of flat 
stones or concrete □ The floor was paved with 
granite. ■ to pave the way for sb/sthg to do 
something which will make it easier for sb 
to be successful/for sthg to happen in the 
future □ The ceasefire last year paved the way 
for discussions. 

paved [peivd] adj [street, courtyard] that is cov¬ 
ered with a hard surface of flat stones or 
concrete so that people can walk on it. 

pavement [’peivmant] « -1. us [of a road] the 
surface of a road. -2. GB [next to a road] a 
paved path at the side of a road for people 
to walk on. 

pavement artist n gb a person who draws 
pictures with colored chalk on the pavement 
so that people passing by will give them 
money. 

pavilion [pa'vilian] w -1. a large temporary 
structure such as a tent, used for exhibitions 
and other public events. -2. GB a building at 
the edge of a sports field for players to 
change their clothes and wash in. 

paving ['peivirj] n material used for paving a 
surface; a paved surface or area. 

paving stone n a flat piece of stone that is 
placed side by side with other stones to 
make a hard surface to walk on. 

Pavlov [ paevlDv], Ivan Petrovich (1849-1936) 
a Russian scientist, famous for his experi¬ 
ments with dogs. He rang a bell every time 
a dog was fed, until the dog thought of food 
when it heard the bell. 

pavlova [US paiv'loova, GB paev-] « a dessert 
made of meringue with fruit and cream on 
top. 

paw [po:] o n the foot of an animal □ a rabbit's 
paw □ The dog held up its paw. o vt -1. [animal] 

to touch or rub <the ground, a door> etc 
with a front foot □ The dog was pawing the 
door pathetically. -2. [person] to touch/stroke 
<sb> for sexual pleasure, usually when they 
do not want to be touched (disapproving use). 

pawn [pain] o tt -1. games the least valuable 
piece in chess. -2. to be a pawn to be used 
by a more powerful person or organization 
for their own advantage □ He was just a pawn 
in a much larger political game, o vf [watch, ring] 

to leave <sthg> with a pawnbroker. 

pawnbroker ['po:nbrouk3r] « a person to 
whom one can lend possessions in return 
for money, but who can sell those posses¬ 
sions if one does not repay the money with¬ 
in a fixed period of time. 

pawnshop ['pain/op] « the place where a 
pawnbroker works. 

pay [pei] (pt & pp paid) o vf -1. [cost, debt, fine] 

to give the amount of money that is owed 
for <sthg> □ He paid his fare and boarded the 
bus. □ Children pay half price, q / paid $20 for 
that ticket! □ Are you paying cash? m to pay 
one's way to pay for the things that one 
does or uses rather than letting somebody 
else pay. -2. [worker, staff] to give money to 
<sb> in return for services or goods they 
have provided or for work they have done □ 
She paid the cashier for the fruit and left. □ How 
much do you get paid? -3. to pay money/a 
check into a bank account to put money/a 
check into a bank where it is kept safe □ / 
paid the check in yesterday. -A. [person] to be 
profitable or advantageous to <sb> □ It will 
pay you not to tell anybody about all this. □ It 
won't pay you to sell just now. -5. to pay sb a 
compliment/visit etc to compliment/visit etc 
sb □ / d like to pay you a visit tomorrow. □ He 
paid me the honor of recommending me to them, 

o vi -1. to give money for services or goods 
provided or for work done □ How would you 
like to pay? □ I'd like to pay by check. □ I'll pay 
for the taxi. -2. to bring one money □ This kind 
of work pays very well. -3. to bring one advan¬ 
tages or benefits □ It pays to be honest. □ 
Crime doesn't pay. -A. to suffer as a result of 
something one has done □ I'll make you pay 
for what you ve donel □ He paid for his mistake 
with his life. • to pay dearly for sthg to suffer a 
lot as a result of sthg one has done, 

o n the money a person receives for the 
work they do □ The job's interesting, but the 
pay's terrible. 

♦ pay back vt sep -1. to pay sb back to give 
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back to sb money that one has borrowed □ / 
finished paying the loan back this year. □ I'll pay 
you back as soon as I can. ■ to pay a sum of 
money back to give back to somebody a sum 
of money that one has borrowed □ I finished 
paying the loan back this year. □ I'd already paid 
them back $100. -2. to pay sb back for sthg to 
make sb suffer in return for sthg unpleasant 
that they have done to one. 

♦ pay off o vt sep -1. to pay sthg off [debt] to 
pay the whole amount of sthg that one 
owes □ It took me three years to pay off my stu¬ 
dent loan. -2. to pay sb off [employee] to pay 
sb what one owes them and dismiss them 
from a job □ Half the staff were paid off and 
asked to leave. -3. to pay sb off [informer, black¬ 
mailer] to give sb money to stop them talk¬ 
ing about something wrong or illegal that 
somebody has done □ Mr Cousins was report¬ 
edly paid off with a large bribe, o vi [plan, tactic] 
to be successful despite a strong risk of fail¬ 
ure □ It's a risk, but it might just pay off for us. 

♦ pay out vt sep -1. to pay money out to 
spend a lot of money for something □ We 
paid out an enormous sum to have that built. □ 
I've paid out a lot of money for that van. -2. to 
pay out a rope/cable to let go of a rope/cable 
gradually so that more of it is used. 

♦ pay up vi to give somebody all the money 
that one owes them, usually without want¬ 
ing to. 

payable ['peisbl] adj -1. [bill, debt, loan] that can 
or must be paid □ The Installments are payable 
at the end of each month. -2. to make a check 
payable to sb to write sb’s name on a check 
in order for the money to be paid to them □ 
Checks should be made payable to Acme Inc. 

pay as you earn n —> PAYE, 

paybed [‘peibed] « GB a bed in a hospital 
owned by the state which is paid for pri¬ 
vately by the person occupying it. 

paycheck us, paycheque gb [ peitfek] n -1. a 
check for somebody’s salary. -2. the money 
a person is paid regularly by an employer, 

payday ['peidei] « the day on which a person 
is paid their salary or wages. 

PAYE (abbr of pay as you earn) n a system, 
used in Britain and New Zealand, of taking 
employees’ income tax and National Insur¬ 
ance contributions out of their wages before 
they are paid. 

payee [pei'i:] n the person to whom money, 
usually in the form of a check, should be 
paid. 

pay envelope n US an envelope containing a 
person’s salary. 

payer ['peior] n a person or organization that 
pays □ They're slow/good payers. 

paying guest [,penr)-] n a person who pays 
money to stay in somebody else’s house, 

paying-in book « gb a book containing slips 
to fill in when one pays money or a check 
into one’s bank account, 

payload [’peilood] « -1. [of a vehicle] the part of 
a load carried by a vehicle which has to be 
paid for. -2. [of a missile] the amount of ex- 

Pdq 

plosive in a missile. -3. [of a spacecraft] the 
equipment carried on a spacecraft, 

paymaster [us 'peimaestr, gb -maista] n a per¬ 
son in a government, company etc respon¬ 
sible for paying wages. 

Paymaster General tt the Paymaster General 
a member of the British government who is 
in charge of the department that makes pay¬ 
ments to other government departments, 

payment ['pennant] n -1. the act of paying or 
of being paid □ Payment was delayed by a 
month. □ We don't take credit cards. Do you have 
any other method of payment? -2. an amount 
of money that is paid □ I'm making annual pay¬ 
ments of over $1,000. 

payoff f'peiDf] n -1. the good or advantageous 
result of an action □ One of the payoffs of emi¬ 
grating was a better standard of living. -2. a sum 
of money that one gives to somebody so 
that they will not cause trouble □ He was giv¬ 
en a large payoff. 

payola [pei'oula] n a secret payment made to 
somebody for a business favor (informal use), 

pay packet n GB -1. the envelope containing 
a person’s wages or salary, given to them 
every week or month. -2. the amount of 
money that a person earns □ Workers' pay 
packets have been hit hard this winter. 

pay phone n a phone in a public place that 
one puts coins into before using it. 

payroll ['peiroul] « a list of the people em¬ 
ployed by a company and the amount of 
money each person earns □ They have 100 
people on the payroll. 

payslip ['peislip] n a piece of paper given to 
an employee every week or month showing 
how much they have earned and how much 
tax and other contributions they have paid, 

paystub ['peistAb] n US = payslip, 

pay TV « TV that viewers have to pay to 
watch, e.g. cable and satellite TV. 

PBS (abbr of Public Broadcasting Service) « a 
US television company that does not broad¬ 
cast advertisements. It is supported by con¬ 
tributions from the viewers, the govern¬ 
ment, and large companies. 

PBX ['paebeks] (abbr of private branch exchange) 
n a small telephone exchange in a company 
for internal communications or outside calls, 

pc o n abbr of postcard, o abbr of per cent, 

p/c abbr of petty cash. 

PC o « -1. abbr of personal computer. -2. abbr 
of police constable o adj abbr of politically 
correct. 

PCB « abbr of printed circuit (board), 

pcm abbr of per calendar month. 

PCV (abbr of passenger carrying vehicle) « a 
vehicle used for public transportation in Brit¬ 
ain. 

pd abbr of paid. 

PD abbr of police department. 

pdq (abbr of pretty damn quick) adv an infor¬ 
mal expression used by somebody asking 
for something to be done quickly. 
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PDSA (abbr of People's Dispensary for Sick Ani¬ 
mals) n the PDSA a British charitable organi¬ 
zation that offers free treatment for sick ani¬ 
mals, usually pets. 

PDT (abbr of Pacific Daylight Time) « the local 
summer time in the Pacific coastal region of 
the USA and Canada. 

PE tt abbr of physical education a a PE class. 

pea [pi:] n one of several small, round, green 
seeds that grow in a pod and are cooked 
and eaten as a vegetable. 

peace [pi:s] « -1. [in a place] a state of calm 
and quiet □ / need some peace! □ peace and 
quiet. -2. [for a person] a state of freedom 
from worry or anxiety □ Insurance coverage 
gives you peace of mind. □ a feeling of inner 
peace. ■ to be at peace with oneself/sthg to 
be in a state of happiness and harmony 
with oneself/sthg. -3. (between countries) a 
period or state in which there is no war □ 30 
years of uninterrupted peace □ Hopes for a peace 
settlement are fading. -4. [between people] free¬ 
dom from disorder or disagreement within a 
country, town, group of people etc. ■ to 
make (one's) peace with sb to end a disagree¬ 
ment or quarrel with sb. 

peaceable ['piisabl] adj [person] who does not 
like to fight or argue. 

peaceably [’piisabli] adv [live, agree] see peace¬ 
able. 

Peace Corps « the Peace Corps a US organi¬ 
zation that sends volunteers to developing 
countries to help with technical and educa¬ 
tional projects. 

peaceful [’pi.-sfl] adj -1. [garden, scene, atmos¬ 

phere] quiet and without disturbance □ It's so 
pleasant and peaceful here. -2. [person, expres¬ 

sion] calm and without worry or anxiety □ 
Her face looked so peaceful as she slept. -3. [peo¬ 

ple, demonstration] not violent or aggressive 
□ a peaceful protest. 

peacefully [’piisfli] adv [live, sleep] see peaceful 
□ The demonstration ended peacefully. □ The old 
man died peacefully in his sleep. 

peacekeeping force ['pi:ski:pir)-] « a force or 
army sent into a country or area where 
there is a dispute to try to prevent violence 
□ the UN peacekeeping force. 

peacemaker ['pi:smeik3r] n a person who tries 
to stop people or countries fighting by forc¬ 
ing them to discuss their problems. 

peace offering n something pleasant that one 
says or gives to somebody whom one has 
annoyed as a way of apologizing (informal 
use). 

peacetime ['piistaim] n a period of time when 
a country is not fighting a war □ It's the 
country's biggest civil engineering project during 
peacetime. 

peach [pirtj] o « -1. a round fruit with yellow- 
pink skin, a large hard seed in the center, and 
soft, juicy, yellow flesh □ a peach pie. -2. a 
yellow-pink color, o adj yellow-pink in 
color. 

peach melba [-'melba] n a dessert made with 

half a peach, vanilla ice cream, and rasp¬ 
berry sauce. 

peacock [‘pirkokj n a large male bird with 
long blue and green tail feathers that can be 
spread out like a fan. 

peahen [’pi:hen] « a female peacock, 

peak [pi:k] o « -l. [of a mountain] the top of a 
mountain □ a mountain peak. -2. [of fitness, a 

season] the highest point or level of some¬ 
thing that changes in value, amount etc □ At 
the peak of his career he was earning $2 million a 
year. -3. [of a cap] the part of a cap that sticks 
out over one's eyes, o adj [condition, demand] 

that is at its highest level □ an athlete in peak 
condition, o vi [temperature, demand] to reach 
its highest level □ Sales peaked in December. □ 
The stock peaked at $4.20 a share. 

peaked [’pi.-kad] adj us who looks pale and 
unwell (informal use), 

peaked cap [,pi:kt-] n a cap with a peak, 

peak hours npl the hours when something, 
such as a restaurant or traffic on the roads, 
is at its busiest □ Try to avoid traveling during 
peak hours. 

peak period n the period when something 
such as a hotel is at its busiest □ Our peak pe¬ 
riod is between June and September. 

peak rate n the highest rate at which tele¬ 
phone calls are charged □ You're calling at 
peak rate, remember. 

peaky [‘pi:ki] adj GB = peaked. 

peal [pi:l] On-1. [of bells] the sound of bells 
ringing loudly one after another. -2. [of laugh¬ 

ter, thunder] a loud series of sounds, o vi 
[bells] to sound loudly. 

peanut CpiinAt] n a type of nut that grows 
underground and can be eaten raw or roast¬ 
ed and salted, or used to make oil. 

peanut butter n a brown substance made 
with crushed peanuts that is spread on 
bread and eaten. 

pear |pear] « a juicy fruit with thin yellow- 
green skin, white flesh, a round bottom, and 
a narrow top. 

pearl [p3:rl] n a small, round, silvery-white ob¬ 
ject found in oysters and used for making 
expensive jewelry □ a peart necklace. 

Pearl Harbor a US military base in Hawaii 
that was attacked by Japan in 1941. This at¬ 
tack caused the USA to enter World War II. 

pearly ['p3:rli] (compar pearlier, super! pearliest) 
adj [light, water] that looks shiny and silvery- 
white □ beautiful pearly teeth. 

peasant f'peznt] « -1. a person who lives in 
the country and works on the land. -2. a 
person with little education (offensive use), 

peasantry ['pezntri] n the peasantry a collec¬ 
tive term for all the peasants in a particular 
country. 

peashooter ['pi:Ju:t3r] n a small tube used as 
a toy by children for blowing objects such 
as dried peas at people or things. 

peat [pi:t] n dark-brown decaying vegetable 
matter found in wet areas of land, used as 
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fuel on fires and on gardens to help plants 
grow better. 

peaty I'piiti] (compar peatier, superl peatiest) 
adj [soil] that has a lot of peat in it. 

pebble 1'pebl] n a small, smooth, round stone, 

pebbledash ['pebldsej] « GB a substance con¬ 
sisting of small stones in plaster for covering 
the outside walls of a house, 

pecan (nut) [us pi'ka:n-, gb 'pfiksn-l n a sweet 
nut with a long, thin, reddish shell, 

pecan pie n a dessert consisting of a pastry 
base filled with pecans, maple syrup, and 
other ingredients. 

peck [pek] o « -l. a light tap made by a bird 
with its beak. -2. a quick light kiss □ She 
gave him a quick peck on the cheek, o vt -1. 
[bird] to strike <sb/sthg> with its beak. -2. 
[person] to give <sb> a quick light kiss, o vi 
[bird] to make quick light movements for¬ 
ward with its beak □ The hen pecked away at 
the seed. 

pecking order ['pekirj-] n the order of impor¬ 
tance of people within a particular social or 
professional group. 

peckish ['pekij] adj to be or feel peckish GB to 
be slighdy hungry. 

pectin ['pektan] n a sugary substance found in 
some ripe fruits and used in making jams 
and jellies to help them set. 

pectoral ['pektaral] n the pectoral (muscle) the 
muscle that is found in the top part of one’s 
chest. 

peculiar [p3'kju:li3r] adj -1. [shape, idea, remark] 
that is strange and often unpleasant or dis¬ 
pleasing □ / had a peculiar feeling. □ It's all very 
peculiar. -2. to feel peculiar to feel unwell. 
-3. to be peculiar to sb/sthg to belong to or 
exist only in sb/sthg □ It's a custom peculiar to 
this tribe. 

peculiarity [ps.kjudi'aerati] (pi peculiarities) n 
-1. a strange or unusual habit or characteris¬ 
tic □ Smoking a pipe is one of her little peculiar¬ 
ities. -2. something which is peculiar to a 
person, thing, period etc □ Each area has its 
own special peculiarities. 

peculiarly [po'kjudiofii] adv -1. Ibehave, act] in 
a strange way □ My companion was dressed 
very peculiarly. -2. in a way that is peculiar to 
somebody or something □ a peculiarly French 
custom. 

pecuniary [US pa'kjuinieri, GB -iari] adj [gain, 
motives] financial (formal use), 

pedagogical [.peda'gDdsikl] adj [method, skill] 
that is connected with pedagogy (formal use), 

pedagogy ['ped3gDd3i] n the study of the 
methods of teaching; the practice of teach¬ 
ing (formal use). 

pedal [’pedl] (US pt & pp pedaled, cont pedal¬ 
ing, GB pt & pp pedalled, cont pedalling) o n 
-1. [on a bicycle, moped] one of the two bars 
on a bicycle or moped that one pushes with 
one’s feet to turn the wheels. -2. [in a car, on 
a piano] a bar or lever which is pressed with 
the foot to control a vehicle or machine □ 
the accelerator/brake pedal □ the soft pedal of a 
piano, o vi to push the pedals of a bicycle 
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with one’s feet to make it move forward □ 
She pedaled frantically up the hill. 

pedal bin n GB a garbage can, usually in the 
kitchen, the top of which is opened by 
pressing a pedal with one’s foot, 

pedalo [ pedsloo] {pi pedalos or pedaloes) n GB 
a small boat for two people which has to be 
pedaled, usually found at seaside resorts. 

pedant ['pednt] n a pedantic person (disapprov¬ 
ing use). 

pedantic [ps'daentik] adj [person] who pays too 
much attention to details or rules that are 
not important (disapproving use) □ Oh, don't be 
so pedanticl 

pedantry ['pedntri] n pedantic behavior (disap¬ 
proving use). 

peddle ['pedl] vt -1. to peddle drugs to sell il¬ 
legal drugs □ He was peddling cocaine to local 
residents. -2. [secrets, lies] to try to spread 
<unpleasant or secret informations 

peddler [’pedis1] n -1. a person who sells il¬ 
legal drugs □ a drugs peddler. -2. a person 
who travels from place to place selling small 
objects and goods. 

pederast ['pedsraest] n a man who has sex 
with young boys. 

pedestal ['pedsstl] n a base beneath a pillar or 
column. ■ to put sb on a pedestal to admire 
sb so much that one does not see their 
faults. 

pedestrian [ps'destrisn] o adj [idea, perfor¬ 

mance] that is ordinary, shows little imagina¬ 
tion, and is not at all interesting (disapprov¬ 
ing use). On a person in a street who is 
walking, not traveling in a vehicle □ 'Pedes¬ 
trians please use other sidewalk.' 

pedestrian crossing n a special place on a 
road where vehicles have to stop to allow 
pedestrians to cross. 

pedestrianize, -ise [ps'destrisnaiz] vt to turn 
<part of a street or town> into an area 
where no vehicles are allowed, 

pedestrian zone us, pedestrian precinct gb 
n a street or area for pedestrians only and 
which vehicles are not allowed to enter, 

pediatric [,pi:di'aetrik] adj [hospital, ward] that is 
connected with the treatment of children's 
diseases. 

pediatrician fipiidra'trijn] n a doctor who 
studies and treats children’s diseases, 

pediatrics [,pi:di'aetnks] n the area of medicine 
that is concerned with children and their 
diseases. 

pedicure ['pedakjusfi n a treatment of one’s 
feet and toenails to make them look or feel 
better. 

pedigree f'pedsgri:] o adj [dog, cat, cattle] that 
is of high quality because it is bred from 
specially chosen animals of the same breed 
□ a pedigree spaniel. On-1. [of a dog, cat] a list 
showing the father, mother, grandparents 
etc of an animal, especially as proof that it 
is a pure breed. -2. [of a person] a person’s 
ancestry or background □ Her political pedigree 
lay in the labor movement. 
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pedlar ['pedbr] « gb = peddler. 

pedophile ['piidafail] n an adult person who is 
sexually attracted to young children. 

pee [pi:] (informal use) On-1. the act of uri¬ 
nating □ I need a pee. -2. urine, o vf to uri¬ 
nate. 

peek [pi:k] (informal use) O vi to peek at sthg to 
look at sthg quickly, especially when one is 
not supposed to see it □ Hey! No peeking until 
I'm ready! o m to have or take a peek at sthg 
to peek at sthg. 

peel [pi:l] o n [of an apple, orange, potato] the 
skin on the outside of certain fruits or veg¬ 
etables □ orange peel, o vf [apple, orange, pota¬ 

to] to remove the peel from <a vegetable or 
piece of fruit>. o vi [paint, wallpaper, skin] to 
come away and fall off a surface in small 
pieces or strips; [wall, fence] to lose its outer 
surface in small pieces or strips; [nose, back] 

to lose its skin in small pieces or strips □ The 
windows were broken and the paint was peeling 
off the walls. □ / always peel after getting a sun¬ 
tan. 

♦ peel off vf sep -1. to peel sthg off [label, stick¬ 

er, top] to pull sthg gently so that it comes 
off a surface in one piece. -2. to peel off a 
piece of clothing to take off a piece of cloth¬ 
ing □ He peeled off his tracksuit. 

Peel [piil]. Sir Robert (1788-1850) British 
prime minister from 1834 to 1835 and 1841 
to 1846. He is famous for establishing the 
Metropolitan Police, who were nicknamed 
“peelers” or "bobbies” after him. 

peeler [’pi:lar] n a kitchen tool for peeling fruit 
and vegetables. 

peelings ['pi.-hgz] npl the pieces of skin peeled 
off fruit or vegetables □ apple/potato peelings. 

peep [pi:p] On-1. to have or take a peep to 
look briefly at something □ / had a peep at the 
manager's report. -2. [of a bird, whistle] a short 
high-pitched sound. ■ I haven't heard a peep 
out of him/them he/they haven’t made any 
noise, o vi to look at something quickly and 
secretly, especially through a small hole or 
opening □ She peeped through the keyhole. 

♦ peep out vi to appear □ The sun peeped out 
from behind the clouds. 

peephole [’pkphoul] n a small hole or opening 
in a door, curtain etc through which one 
can watch secretly what is happening on 
the other side. 

peeping Tom [.piipirj'tDm] n a person who 
watches other people secretly when they 
are undressing. 

peepshow ['pi:pjbu] « a type of show in 
which a man pays to watch a woman take 
off her clothes. 

peer [piar] o n -1. in Britain, a member of the 
aristocracy □ Conservative peers. -2. one's 
peers people of the same age, social class, 
education etc as one □ It is always difficult to 
be judged by one's peers, o vi to look very 
carefully and hard, especially at something 
that is difficult to see □ / peered through the 
window to see what was happening. 

peerage [’piarids] n -1. the title of a peer □ 

The former minister was given a peerage. -2. the 
peerage all the peers of a country, consid¬ 
ered as a group. 

peeress [US 'piaras, GB .piar'es] n in Britain, a 
female member of the aristocracy. 

peer group n people of the same age, social 
class, education etc. 

peer pressure n the pressure to think and be¬ 
have like others in one’s peer group □ 
There's a lot of peer pressure among students to 
drink heavily. 

peeved [pi:vd] adj annoyed, irritated, or disap¬ 
pointed (informal use) □ / was really peeved at 
not getting the job. 

peevish ['piivij] adj [person] who is easily an¬ 
noyed by unimportant things □ a peevish 
remark/mood. 

peg [peg] (pt & pp pegged, cont pegging) o « 
-1. a piece of wood or metal fixed to a wall 
or door, used for hanging coats, hats etc on 
□ / hung my keys on the peg. -2. GB a wooden 
or plastic device for attaching wet clothes to 
a washing line to dry; a wooden or metal 
pin that fastens or keeps something in place 
□ a tent peg. o vt [price, inflation] to fix <sthg> 
at a particular level, especially so that it can¬ 
not increase. 

♦ peg out vt sep to peg washing or clothes out 
GB to fasten washing to a washing line with 
pegs to dry. 

pegboard ['pegbo:rd] n a board with holes that 
pegs fit into and from which posters, pic¬ 
tures etc can be hung and displayed. 

PEI abbr of Prince Edward Island. 

pejorative [pa'd3Drstiv] adj [sense, word, com¬ 
ment] that expresses criticism, disapproval, 
or a low opinion of something □ / don't think 
she meant it in a pejorative way. 

Pekinese [.piiko'niiz] (pi pekinese or Pekineses) 
n a small dog with long silky hair, short legs 
and tail, and a flat nose. 

Peking [pii'kig] = Beijing. 

pelican ['pelikan] (pi pelican or pelicans) n a 
large white or brown water bird with a big 
bag under its beak which it uses for storing 
food in. 

pelican crossing m gb a place on a road 
where traffic must stop when a red light 
shows to allow people to cross. 

pellet ['pelat] n -1. [of mud, bread, paper] a small 
ball, usually made by rolling something soft 
between one’s fingers. -2. [for a shotgun, air- 

gun] a small metal ball made to be shot from 
a gun. 

pell-mell [.pel’mel] adv [rush, run, fall] in a dis¬ 
orderly and uncontrolled way. 

pelmet [ pelmat] n GB a narrow piece of wood 
or cloth at the top of a window, used as 
decoration and to hide the curtain rail. 

pelt [pelt] On-1. the skin and fur of an ani¬ 
mal □ a fox pelt. -2. at full pelt [run, drive] as 
fast as possible, o vt to attack <sb> by- 
throwing things at them □ The comedian was 
pelted with rotten tomatoes, o vi -1. to rain 
very hard □ It or The rain was really pelting 
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down when I left. -2. to run very fast □ / saw 
him pelt along the corridor. 

pelvic ['pelvik] adj [bones, surgery] in the area 
of the pelvis. 

pelvis ['pelvas] {pi peivises or pelves [-i:z]) n the 
set of bones at the bottom of one’s spine 
that one’s legs are connected to. 

pen [pen] (pt & pp penned, cortt penning) o n 
-1. a long thin piece of plastic or metal used 
for writing in ink □ a black/red pen. -2. 
farming a small area enclosed by a fence for 
keeping farm animals in □ a sheep pen. o vt 
-1. [letter, reply, note] to write <sthg> etc (lit¬ 
erary use). -2. to shut animals in a pen; to 
force <people> to remain in a place, espe¬ 
cially somewhere uncomfortable □ The pas¬ 
sengers were penned (up) in the plane for hours. 

penal f’piinl] adj [system, reform] that is con¬ 
nected with the punishment of criminals. 

penal colony « a place, e.g. on an island a 
long way from home, where criminals are 
sent as a punishment. 

penalize, -ise [’piinlaiz] vt -1. to punish <sb> 
for breaking a rule or law □ The referee penal¬ 
ized the goalkeeper for wasting time. □ Danger¬ 
ous driving should be penalized more heavily. 
-2. to put sb unfairly in an unfavorable or 
disadvantageous position □ The cuts in public 
transportation penalize people living in remote 
areas. 

penalty ['penlti] (pi penalties) n -1. [for a crime] 

a punishment for breaking a law, failing to 
do a duty etc, such as imprisonment or a 
fine □ There will be financial penalties if the work 
is not completed in time. □ The penalty for speed¬ 
ing is $50. -2. [of success, failure] an unpleas¬ 
ant result of a person’s situation or of some¬ 
thing they have done □ That's the penalty for 
being famous. ■ to pay the penalty to suffer 
for something wrong that one has done □ / 
agree he made mistakes, but he certainly paid the 
penalty. -3. sport an advantage given to one 
team or player when the other side breaks a 
rule □ a ten-second time penalty. ■ a penalty 
(kick) [in soccer] a free kick at the goal from a 
fixed point that only the goalkeeper is al¬ 
lowed to stop; [in rugby] a free kick that can 
be used to pass the ball, run with it, or kick 
at the goal. 

penalty area, penalty box n the part of a 
soccer field in front of the goal, in which 
the goalkeeper is allowed to touch the ball 
with his hands. 

penalty clause n a clause in a contract stat¬ 
ing what the penalties, fines etc are if some¬ 
body does not do what the contract states. 

penalty goal n a penalty kick in rugby; the 
points that are scored from this. 

penalty kick n sport = penalty. 

penalty rates npl AUS the amount of money 
paid to employees for working more than 
their normal hours. 

penance ['penans] n something that one does 
for somebody to show them that one is sor¬ 
ry for something bad that one has done. 

pen-and-ink adj [drawing, sketch] drawn with a 
pen. 

pence [pens] GB plural of penny. 

penchant [US 'pentjant, GB 'ponfDn] n to have a 
penchant for sthg to like sthg very much. 

pencil ['pensl] (us pt & pp penciled, cont pencil¬ 
ing, GB pt & pp pencilled, cont pencilling) o n 
a thin piece of wood containing a black or 
colored substance, used for writing or draw¬ 
ing □ a pencil drawing. • in pencil using a pen¬ 
cil □ Fill out the form in pencil, o vt [notes, let¬ 

ters] to write or draw <sthg> using a pencil 
□ The nurse had penciled her initials at the bot¬ 
tom. 

pencil case n a small box or bag for keeping 
pens, pencils etc in. 

pencil sharpener n a device for sharpening a 
pencil. 

pendant ['pendant] n a piece of jewelry on a 
chain worn around the neck. 

pending ['pendig] (formal use) o adj -1. [review] 

that will happen soon □ An investigation is 
pending following rumors of corruption. -2. [court 

case, lawsuit] that is still waiting to be dealt 
with or decided □ We still have a court case 
pending, o prep while waiting for <sthg> □ 
The suspect was held at the police station pend¬ 
ing his appearance in court. 

pending tray n GB a box on a desk for letters, 
forms etc which still have to be dealt with. 

pendulum [US 'pend3alam, GB -jul-] (pi pendu¬ 
lums) n a weight that hangs from the bot¬ 
tom of a clock and swings from side to side 
to make the clock work. 

penetrate ['penatreit] o vt -1. [building, defense] 

to get through or into <sthg that is difficult 
to get into> □ Our forces have penetrated en¬ 
emy territory. □ Rainwater had penetrated the 
roof and damaged the walls. □ The bullet pen¬ 
etrated his lung. -2. [group, party] to get oneself 
accepted by <an organization> so that one 
can learn its secrets, gain an advantage etc □ 
FBI agents succeeded in penetrating the cartel. □ 
Our company is expanding and intends to pen¬ 
etrate the American market, o vi [information, in¬ 

sult] to be understood and remembered (in¬ 
formal use). 

penetrating ['penatreitirj] adj -1. [scream, whis¬ 

tle, voice] loud and high-pitched □ a loud, pen¬ 
etrating scream. -2. [rain, wind] unpleasant be¬ 
cause it gets through clothing, into buildings 
etc □ a cold, penetrating wind. -3. [gaze, look] 

that seems to see inside one’s mind and 
understand one’s thoughts □ She gave him a 
long penetrating look. 

penetration [.pena'treijh] n -1. see penetrate □ 
Our trading position has improved thanks to great¬ 
er penetration of overseas markets. -2. the abil¬ 
ity to understand difficult things quickly and 
clearly (formal use). 

pen friend « gb = pen pal. 

penguin ['peggwin] n a black and white bird 
that cannot fly but can swim very well and 
is typically found in the Antarctic. 

penicillin [.pena'silan] « a medicine that kills 
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bacteria, used to treat pneumonia and other 
diseases. 

peninsula [US pa'mnsjata, GB -juta] (pi peninsu¬ 

las) « a narrow piece of land that sticks out 
into the sea from a larger mass of land □ the 
Korean/ltalian/lberian peninsula. 

penis ['punas] (pi penises) n the part of a man’s 
or male animal’s body used for urinating and 
having sex. 

penitent ['penatant] adj [sinner, murderer] who 
is sincerely sorry for having done something 
wrong and is determined not to do it again 
(formal use). 

penitentiary [.pena'tenfari] (pi penitentiaries) n 
US a prison □ the state penitentiary. 

penknife ['pennaif] (pi penknives [-naivz]) n a 
small knife with a blade that folds back in¬ 
side its handle. 

Penn [pen], William (1644-1718) an English 
Quaker. He founded Pennsylvania. 

pen name tt a name that a writer uses on 
their books instead of their real name. 

pennant ['penant] n a long narrow flag, usu¬ 
ally in the shape of a triangle, produced by 
sports teams for their fans, used for signal¬ 
ing on ships etc. 

penniless ['penalas] adj very poor. 

Pennines ['penainz]: the Pennines a mountain 
range in central northern England, highest 

point: 893m. 

Pennsylvania [.pensl'veinja] a state in the 
northeastern USA. It is an important pro¬ 
ducer of coal and steel, abbreviation: PA. 
size: 117,400 sq kms. population: 11,881,643. 
capital: Harrisburg, other major crnES: 

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh. 

Pennsylvania Dutch npl the Pennsylvania 

Dutch a group of German-speaking people 
who live in Pennsylvania. They are well- 
known for their cooking and their art. 

penny ['pem] (pi sense 1 pennies, pi sense Z 
pence) n -1. an American or Canadian coin 
worth one cent. -2. a small, brown, British 
coin worth one hundredth of a pound; the 
value of this coin □ It cost 50 pence. 
-3. phrases a penny for your thoughts a 
phrase used to ask somebody who is very 
quiet and thoughtful what they are thinking 
about. ■ the penny dropped GB a phrase used 
to say that somebody has suddenly under¬ 
stood or realized something that they 
should have known before (informal use). ■ 
to be two or ten a penny GB to be extremely 
common and therefore easy to get and not 
interesting (informal use). 

penny-pinching [-pintjig] (disapproving use) o n 
an unwillingness to spend money, especially 
when spending a little more would produce 
much better results, o adj: a penny-pinching 
policy/attitude. 

pen pal « a person, especially somebody in a 
foreign country, who one has come to 
know by exchanging regular friendly letters 
with them, but usually who one has never 
met. 

pension ['penfn] n a sum of money paid regu¬ 

larly by the state, a finance company, or a 
former employer to somebody who no long¬ 
er works, especially because they are old or 
ill □ She gets a company/a widow's pension. □ 
pension contributions. 

♦ pension off vt sep to pension sb off [worker, 

staff] to make sb leave a job and give them a 
pension. 

pensionable ['penfnabl] adj [age, job] that gives 
one the right to receive a pension, 

pension book « GB a small book issued by 
the government to people who get a pen¬ 
sion, containing slips of paper that can be 
exchanged for money at a post office, 

pensioner ['penfnar] n GB a person who has 
retired from work and gets a pension, 

pension fund n a fund that employees pay 
money into and which is invested in order 
to pay them pensions when they retire, 

pension plan n a financial plan that provides 
an employee with a pension after they and 
often their employer have paid money into 
it over a number of years, 

pension scheme n gb = pension plan, 

pensive ['pensiv] adj [person, gaze] very thought¬ 
ful, especially in a sad or serious way. 

pentagon ['pentagon] n a flat shape with five 
sides. 

♦ Pentagon: the Pentagon a large five-sided 
building in Virginia that is the headquarters 
of the US Department of Defense. Some¬ 
times the term “the Pentagon” is used to 
mean the leaders of the US armed forces □ 
The Pentagon has decided to take strong action. 

pentathlon [pen'tceGlan] (pi pentathlons) n a 
sports contest in which people compete in 
five sports: running, horseriding, swimming, 
shooting, and fencing. 

Pentecost [’pentikDst] n -1. a Christian festival 
on the seventh Sunday after Easter, celebrat¬ 
ing the coming of the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles. -2. a Jewish festival 50 days after 
Passover, celebrating the harvest, 

penthouse ['penthaus, pi -hauziz] n an apart¬ 
ment or set of hotel rooms at the top of a 
tall building, usually expensive and luxuri¬ 
ous □ a penthouse suite/apartment. 

pent up ['pent-] adj [emotion, energy] that has 
been held back inside one and not freely ex¬ 
pressed or released □ / was full of pent up an¬ 
ger. 

penultimate [pa'nAltamat] adj [word, scene] 

that occurs before the last one in a series, 
list etc. 

penury ['penjuri] n the state of being extreme¬ 
ly poor (formal use) □ They lived in penury. 

peony [’pkani] (pi peonies) n a garden plant 
with large, round, red, pink, or white flow¬ 
ers. 

people I'pirpl] o npl -1. plural of person □ How 
many people will be coming? -2. people in gen¬ 
eral; all or most people □ young/white people. 
□ There has been a change in people's attitudes 
to censorship. □ People don't realize how hard it 
is. m people say that... a phrase used to intro¬ 
duce information which is thought to be 
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true by most people □ People say that there Is 
going to be a strike. -3. the people who live in 
a particular place □ the people of Japan. 
-4. the people who work at or represent a 
particular company or organization □ I'll get 
onto the people at the State Department. □ Have 
your people contact mine. -5. the people ordi¬ 
nary men and women in contrast to the 
government, aristocracy, church etc □ Power 
to the people! 

o n a race or nation □ the peoples of Asia □- 
the English-speaking peoples, 

o vt [area, city] to live in <a place> □ The city 
is peopled by or with both Arabs and Christians. 

pep [pep] (pt & pp pepped, cont pepping) n 
liveliness and energy (informal use). 

♦ pep up vt sep -1. to pep sb up to make sb 
feel more lively and energetic □ Have a drink 
— that'll pep you up! -2. to pep sthg up [party, 

conference, event] to make sthg more lively 
and interesting □ I put some salsa music on to 
pep things up. 

pepper ['pepsr] « -1. hot-tasting powder made 
by crushing the dried seeds of certain plants, 
used to flavor foods □ black/white pepper. 
-2. a vegetable with shiny skin that is green, 
red, or yellow, is hollow inside, and is used 
in cooking or eaten raw in salads □ a green/ 
red/yellow/stuffed pepper. 

peppercorn ['peparko:rn] n a small seed that 
can be dried and crushed to produce pepper. 

peppered ['pepard] adj -1. to be peppered with 

sthg [with mistakes, statistics] to be full of sthg 
□ The report was peppered with grammatical er¬ 
rors. -2. to be peppered with sthg [with holes, 

shot] to be covered with sthg as a result of 
being fired at repeatedly □ The walls were 
peppered with bullet holes. 

pepper mill ti a device for grinding pepper¬ 
corns to make pepper. 

peppermint ['pep3rmint] n -1. a strong mint 
flavoring used in cough medicines, tooth¬ 
paste etc; the plant from which this flavor is 
obtained □ peppermint-flavored toothpaste. -2. 
a candy with a peppermint flavor. 

peppery ['pepari] adj [flavor, food] that has a 
strong taste of pepper. 

pep talk n a speech, usually by somebody in 
authority, intended to encourage people to 
work harder, feel more confident etc (infor¬ 
mal use). 

peptic ulcer [’peptik-] n an ulcer in the stom¬ 
ach or in another part of the digestive sys¬ 
tem. 

Pepys [pi:ps], Samuel (1633-1703) a British 
naval administrator who wrote a famous 
diary that records the fife of the period in 
great detail. 

per [p3ir] prep per hour/day/person for each 
hour/day/person □ The dinner costs $30 per 
person. □ / get paid $80 per day. □ Use one 
capful of the cleaner per gallon of water. □ The 
speed limit is 70 miles per hour. ■ as per instruc¬ 

tions in the way that the instructions indi¬ 
cate (formal use) □ As per instructions, your or¬ 
der is being sent by air freight. 

per annum [par'asnam] adv each year □ The 
salary is $20,000 per annum. 

P-E ratio (abbr of price-earnings ratio) n fi¬ 
nance the ratio between the market price of 
a share and the earnings it produces, often 
used as an indication of the way investors 
think a company’s shares will perform in 
the future. 

per capita [po‘‘k;epito| o adj [earnings, spend¬ 
ing] for each person □ The country has the low¬ 
est per capita income in the world, o adv [earn, 
spend] What does it cost per capita? 

perceive [p3r‘si:v] vt -1. [color, sign] to notice or 
become aware of <sthg> by seeing, hearing, 
feeling etc it □ / perceived a slight change in his 
attitude. -2. [truth, fact] to realize or under¬ 
stand <sthg>, especially if it is not obvious 
□ / fail to perceive the reason for your complaint. 
□ / now perceive that I was wrong. -3. to per¬ 
ceive sb/sthg as sthg to consider that sb/sthg 
is sthg □ What he said was perceived as an open 
criticism. □ The administration is perceived as be¬ 
ing incompetent. 

percent [par'sent] adv in or for every hundred 
□ Wages have risen by six percent. □ 20 percent 
of the people voted against the measure. ■ one 
hundred percent [agree] completely. 

percentage [par'sentid3] tt a proportion or 
fraction, especially when expressed as the 
number out of each hundred □ The university 
has a high percentage of foreign students. □ 
What percentage of your staff is working flex¬ 
time? □ The manager gets a percentage of all the 
takings, o The President's popularity has gone up 
two percentage points. 

perceptible [par’sept3bl] adj [change, difference, 
improvement] small but noticeable. 

perception [p3r'sepjn] n -1. [of color, a sign] see 
perceive □ visual perception. -2. the ability to 
understand things that are not obvious to 
most people □ powers of perception □ He is a 
man of unusual perception. -3. [of a person, 
event] the way that somebody views or 
thinks of somebody or something □ My per¬ 
ception of her has changed over the years. 

perceptive [p3r'septiv] adj [person] who can 
understand things that are not obvious to 
most people □ a perceptive comment/essay. 

perceptively [p3r'septivli] adv [remark, com¬ 
ment, guess] see perceptive. 

perch [p3irtJ] {pi sense 3 only perch or perches) 
on-1. [for a bird] a branch or other place 
where a bird can sit and rest. -2. [for a per¬ 
son] a high position or seat □ She watched the 
carnival from her perch up on the roof. -3. a 
medium-sized fish with spiky fins that lives 
in rivers and lakes and is eaten as food, o vi 
-1. [bird] to sit somewhere, usually for a 
short time. -2. [person, building] to sit or be 
high up on the edge or top of something 
narrow and high □ She perched on the arm of 
her chair. □ The castle was perched on the edge 
of a cliff. 

percolate ['p3:rkaleit] vi -1. [coffee] to be made 
in a percolator. -2. [water] to pass slowly 
through something that has small gaps or 
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holes. -3. [news, feeling] to spread slowly 
among a group of people, 

percolator [’p3:rk3leit3r] n a special pot for 
brewing coffee in which hot water is forced 
up a pipe in the center and percolates down 
through ground coffee beans, 

percussion [p3r'kAfn] « music the percussion 
(section) the musical instruments, such as 
drums, cymbals, and triangles, that are 
played by striking them and form part of an 
orchestra or band; the people who play 
these instruments □ a percussion instrument. ■ 
to play percussion to play percussion instru¬ 
ments. 

percussionist [p3r'kAjn3st] « a person who 
plays percussion instruments, 

peremptory [ps'remptri] adj [tone, remark] that 
shows that one expects to be obeyed at 
once and without question □ She has a really 
peremptory manner sometimes. 

perennial [ps'renjsl] o adj -1. [problem, feature] 

that is always present and never goes away 
□ There's a perennial shortage of good engineers. 
-2. gardening [plant] that can live for several 
years, o « gardening a perennial plant, 

perestroika [.pers'stroika] n the changes in the 
economic, political, and social structure of 
the former Soviet Union in the late 1980s. 

perfect [adj & n 'p3:rfikt, vb p3r'fekt] o adj 
-1. [weather, conditions, health] as good as it is 
possible to be; [answer, English] completely 
accurate and with no mistakes or faults □ 
The hotel is perfect for people with children. □ 
This is the perfect place for a picnic. □ Everything 
was perfect until Peter arrived. □ She speaks per¬ 
fect French. -2. [nuisance, stranger] complete □ 
The instructions make perfect sense to me. 
o n grammar the perfect (tense) the form of 
the English verb that expresses a completed 
action in the past and is made by using the 
verb “to have” plus a past participle, e.g. 
“has eaten”. 

o vt [technique, plan, design] to make <sthg> 
perfect, usually by much effort and work □ 
Once we have perfected the technique, we will 
be able to patent it. 

perfect competition n economics completely 
open competition in the stile of goods, 

perfection [p3r'fekjn] n the quality of being 
perfect or the act of perfecting something □ 
She strives for perfection. □ Perfection of the 
new drug may take some years. • to perfection 
perfectly □ The dinner was cooked to perfection. 

perfectionist [p3r'fekfn3st] n a person who is 
not satisfied with anything that is not per¬ 
fect, often in a fussy and unrealistic way. □ 
He's such a perfectionist he takes hours to write 
a letter. 

perfectly ['p3:rfiktli] adv -1. perfectly clear/ 
ridiculous completely clear/ridiculous o You 
know perfectly well what I mean. □ It was per¬ 
fectly obvious that she didn't want to come. 
-2. [work, speak] see perfect □ She fits in perfect¬ 
ly with our existing staff. □ These colors match 
perfectly. 

perforate I’p3:rf3reit] vt [paper, edge] to make 

perforations in <sthg>; [lung, eardrum] to 
make a small hole in <sthg>. 

perforations [,p3:rf3,reij'nz] npl a line of small 
holes made in a piece of paper so that it can 
be tom easily. 

perform ]psr'fo:rm] o vt -1. [operation, miracle, 

function] to do <sthg> □ The police perform an 
essential service. □ The ceremony will be per¬ 
formed by the Mayor of New York. -2. [play, mu¬ 

sic, dance] to do <sthg> in front of an audi¬ 
ence as entertainment □ All the actors per¬ 
formed their parts well, o vi -1. [car, machine, 

person] to work or do its job in a particular 
way □ The airplane performed well under test 
conditions. □ Everyone on the team performed to 
the best of their ability. -2. [actor, musician] This 
is the first time the orchestra has performed in 
Oslo. □ They are performing live on television. 

performance [par'fo:rm3ns] « -1. [of a function, 

task] see perform □ She was arrested for ob¬ 
structing the police in the performance of their 
duty. -2. [of a play, piece of music] a show or 
occasion at which something is performed □ 
Buy your tickets now for this evening's perfor¬ 
mance. □ We went to a performance of "King 
Lear". -3. [of an actor, singer, sportsman] the 
part played by a person in something that is 
watched by an audience □ There were excel¬ 
lent performances from both the soloists. -4. [of 

a car, machine, candidate] the way in which 
somebody or something performs □ I failed to 
get the job because of my poor performance at 
the interview. □ Germany's economic perfor¬ 
mance has improved. 

performance art n art which mixes theater 
and other art forms such as music and pho¬ 
tography. 

performance car n a high-quality and expen¬ 
sive car that is able to travel very fast. 

performer [p3r'fo:rm3r] « a person who per¬ 
forms in front of audiences, such as an ac¬ 
tor, musician, or dancer. 

performing arts [p3r,fo:rmii)-] tipi the perform¬ 
ing arts the kinds of art that are performed 
in front of audiences, such as music and 
dance. 

perfume [US psr'fjuim, GB 'paifjuim] n -1. [for 

women] a liquid with a pleasant smell, used 
on the skin. -2. [of a flower, soap] a pleasant 
smell. 

perfumed [US psr'fjuimd, GB 'p3:fju:md] adj lair, 

skin, soap] that has a pleasant smell. 

perfunctory [p3rlfAr)ktri] adj [search, glance] 

that is done quickly and without care or in¬ 
terest. 

perhaps [p3r'haeps] adv -1. a word used when 
the speaker is not certain that something is 
true or that it will happen □ "Why didn't they 
come to the party?" — "Perhaps they forgot." □ 
"Will you go?" — "Perhaps." □ "/ couldn't help 
being late. Perhaps not, but you could have 
called. □ There were perhaps 50 people there. 
-2. used to make polite suggestions □ Per¬ 
haps I could interest you in a mobile phone? □ 
Perhaps you ought to tell him. 

peril [ persl] n great danger (literary use). ■ at 
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one's peril a phrase used to warn somebody 
that they should not do something because 
this would be very dangerous □ This is your 
final warning; ignore it at your peril. 

perilous [’perstas] adj [journey, mission] very 
dangerous or risky (literary use). 

perilously ['peratasli] adv to be perilously nar¬ 

row/close to be so narrow/close that it is 
very dangerous □ I came perilously close to 
missing my plane. 

perimeter [p3'rim3t3r] n [of a garden, circle] the 
outer edge around a piece of land or other 
flat shape; the length of this □ The perimeter 
of the camp is protected by trees. ■ a perimeter 

fence/wall a fence/wall around the outside 
of something. 

period ['piariad] On-1. a length of time □ a 
period of training/fine weather □ Things have got¬ 
ten worse over a period of several years. □ a 24- 
hour period □ During his period in office the com¬ 
pany was completely restructured. -2. history a 
particular time in the history of a country or 
civilization □ the late Elizabethan period. 
-3. education a part of the day in a school 
or college in which one class can take place; 
a class □ After the break we have a free period. 
-4. [of a woman] a monthly flow of blood 
from a woman’s womb during menstrua¬ 
tion; the time during which this occurs □ I'm 
having my period right now. -5. US the punctua¬ 
tion mark (.) which indicates the end of a 
sentence. 
o comp [dress, furniture] typical of an older 
period of history; [drama] set in a past period 
of history and performed with appropriate 
costumes, furniture etc □ The play was done in 
period costume. 
o adv US a word used at the end of a state¬ 
ment to show that one refuses to discuss a 
subject further □ I'm not going, period. 

periodic [.pisri'Ddik] adj [rain, visits] happening 
from time to time and often at regular inter¬ 
vals □ periodic bouts of flu/outbursts of anger. 

periodical [.pisri'odikl] o adj = periodic, o « a 
magazine, usually on a serious subject, that 
is published at regular times, e.g. once a 
month □ We subscribe to three periodicals. 

periodic table « a list of the chemical el¬ 
ements arranged in order of their atomic 
weights. 

period pains npl pains felt by a woman dur¬ 
ing her period. 

period piece n a painting, piece of furniture 
etc which is a good example of the period 
of history from which it comes. 

peripatetic [.peripa'tetik] adj [teacher, salesman, 

preacher] who travels around and works in 
many different places. 

peripheral [ps'rifrsl] o adj -i. [aspect, subject, 

feature] that is not as important as some¬ 
thing else □ The love story is peripheral to the 
main theme of the play. -2. [area, vision] that is 
at the outer edge of something □ the peripher¬ 
al areas of the city, o n computing a device 
such as a screen or printer that can be con¬ 
nected to a computer. 

periphery [pa'rifsri] (pi peripheries) n -1. [of a 

subject, group, activity] the parts that are less 
important than the main subject, group etc 
and are not essential □ The people arrested 
were only on the periphery of the terrorist gang. 
-2. [of an area, vision] the area at the outer 
edge of something □ Hardest hit by the trans¬ 
portation strike have been people who live in the 
periphery. 

periscope ['penskoop] n a tube with mirrors in 
it that is used especially by people in sub¬ 
marines so that they can look out over the 
surface of the sea. 

perish ['perij] vi -1. [person, animal] to die in a 
terrible or tragic way □ Over 900 people per¬ 
ished when the ship went down. -2. [rubber, fab¬ 

ric] to start to break up into small pieces; 
[food] to go bad. 

perishable [’perifsbl] adj [food] that goes bad 
quickly. 

♦ perishables npl perishable foods, 

peritonitis [.perits'naitss] n a serious painful 
swelling of the inside wall of the area 
around the stomach, caused by infection, 

perjure ['p3:rd3sr] vt to perjure oneself to tell a 
lie after promising formally to tell the truth, 
especially in a court of law. 

perjury |‘paNd^ori] « the crime of telling a lie 
in a court of law after promising formally to 
tell the truth □ Remember that to commit per¬ 
jury is a criminal offense. 

perk [p3:rk] n money, goods, a car etc that 
one gets from a job in addition to one’s pay 
□ Free travel is one of the perks of the job. 

♦ perk up vi to become more cheerful, inter¬ 
ested, or excited □ She perked up when I told 
her she could come with us. 

perky ['p3:rki] (compar perkier, superl perkiest) 
adj [person, manner] that is cheerful, lively, 
and enthusiastic (informal use), 

perm [p3:rm] o « waves and curls that are put 
into one’s hair by treating it with chemicals 
and that usually last for several months □ 
I'm thinking of having a perm, o vt to put a 
perm into <somebody’s hair> □ I'm going to 
have my hair permed. 

permanence ['paitusnsns] tt [of a job, crisis] the 
state of being permanent □ What's missing in 
my life is a sense of permanence. 

permanent ['p3:rm3n3nt] o adj -1. [damage, ad¬ 

dress] that lasts for a very long time or for¬ 
ever □ I've been offered the job on a permanent 
basis. -2. [crisis, supply] that is constant, con¬ 
tinuous, and never stops □ / live in permanent 
fear of losing my job. o n US a perm, 

permanently ['p3:rm3n3ntli] adv permanently 
damaged/disabled etc damaged/disabled etc 
in a way that will last for a very long time 
or forever. 

permeable ['p3:rmj3bl] adj [rock, membrane] 

that liquids or gases can pass through, 

permeate ['p3irmieit] vt -1. [liquid, smell] to en¬ 
ter and spread to every part of <a substance 
or area> □ Rainwater permeates the soil and 
forms underground streams. -2. [feeling, idea] to 
spread throughout <a group of people, activ- 
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ity> etc until it affects and influences every 
part of it □ A mood of optimism permeated the 
meeting. 

permissible [p3r'mis3bl] adj [request, behavior] 

allowed or permitted, especially by laws or 
rules (formal use) □ Such rudeness is really not 
permissible in a professional context. 

permission [p3rlmijn] n the right to do some¬ 
thing that is given to somebody, usually by 
somebody in authority □ The judge gave/ 
refused permission for a review of the case. □ 
You have my permission to leave. □ You'll have to 
ask permission from the landlord first. □ With 
your permission, I’d like to say a few words. □ 
Photos published by kind permission of H. Clarke. 

permissive [p3r'misiv] adj [attitude, society] that 
allows people a great amount of freedom to 
do what they want, especially in sexual 
matters and things that other people might 
disapprove of. 

permissiveness [p3r'misivn3s] n: see permis¬ 
sive. 

permit [vb p3r'mit, n 'p3:rmit] {pt & p>p permit¬ 

ted, cont permitting) o vt -1. [smoking, access] 

to allow <sthg>, especially by giving formal 
agreement □ Cameras are not permitted inside 
the building. □ Her mother would not permit her 
to go to the party. □ Prisoners are permitted only 
one visit a month. □ He permitted himself an 
after-dinner cigar. -2. [event, activity] to make it 
possible for <sthg> to happen □ Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the timetable does not permit any time for 
sightseeing. □ The new system permits invoices 
to be processed more quickly. 

o vi to make something possible □ If time 
permits, we'll have a question and answer ses¬ 
sion at the end. ■ weather permitting if the 
weather is good enough □ We'll have a picnic 
on Sunday, weather permitting. 

On an official written statement that gives 
somebody the right to do something □ a 
work/residence/travel permit □ Parking is reserved 
for permit holders only. 

permutation [,p3:rmju'teij'n] « one of the 
many different ways in which a group of 
things or people can be arranged □ I know 
the numbers that make up the code and I've tried 
several permutations, but without success. 

pernicious [p3rlmj3s] adj [effect, policy, non¬ 

sense] very harmful, often in a way that is 
not obvious at first (formal use) □ And the in¬ 
fluence he has over younger party members is 
equally pernicious. 

pernickety [p^'nikati] adj = persnickety. 

peroxide [pa'roksaid] n a liquid used for killing 
bacteria and for taking the color out of hair. 
SYMBOL: H202. 

peroxide blonde n a woman who has turned 
her hair an unnaturally light color by using 
peroxide (disapproving use). 

perpendicular [,p3:rp3n'dikj3l3r] o adj -1. math 
to be perpendicular to sthg [line, plane] to be 
at an angle of 90° to sthg □ He lives in a 
street perpendicular to Jackson Avenue. -2. [cliff, 

face, wall] standing or rising straight upward 
and not leaning to one side □ a perpendicular 

line, o n math a perpendicular line or direc¬ 
tion (technical use). 

perpetrate ['p3:rp3treit] vt [crime, outrage] to do 
<sthg wrong or immoral> (formal use). 

perpetration [,p3:rp3ltreij'n] n: see perpetrate 
(formal use). 

perpetrator ['p3:rp3treit3r] n [of a crime, outrage] 

a person who does something wrong or im¬ 
moral (formal use). 

perpetual [p3r'petju3l] adj -1. [talking, nuisance] 

that happens very often or all the time (dis¬ 
approving use) □ / couldn't sleep because of the 
perpetual noise of the traffic. -2. [hunger, happi¬ 

ness] that lasts for ever and never changes □ 
a species of fish that lives in perpetual darkness. 

perpetually [p3r'petfo3li] odv [talk, complain] see 
perpetual □ They are perpetually happy/hungry. 

perpetual motion n the imaginary movement 
of a machine that can continue forever with¬ 
out needing power from something else, 

perpetuate [p3r'pet.foeit] vt [belief, myth, memo¬ 

ry] to cause <sthg> to last or continue □ The 
article only serves to perpetuate the idea that 
women are somehow weaker than men □ behav¬ 
ior designed to perpetuate the species. 

perpetuation [pshpetju'eij'n] n: see perpetuate, 

perpetuity [,p3:rp3'tju:3ti] n in perpetuity for¬ 
ever (formal use) □ Use of the house to be grant¬ 
ed to Mrs Harris in perpetuity. 

perplex [p3r'pleks] vt to make <sb> confused 
and slightly worried □ / was very perplexed by 
the whole thing. 

perplexed [p3r'plekst] adj [person, look, silence] 

confused and slightly worried by something 
that is difficult to understand □ You look per¬ 
plexed. □ We've had lots of letters from per¬ 
plexed readers asking for further information. 

perplexing [p3r'pleksir|] adj [problem, comment, 

behavior] that causes somebody to become 
perplexed. 

perplexity [p3r'pleks3ti] « a state of confusion 
and worry caused by a failure to understand 
something. 

perquisite ['p3:rkwiz3t] tt = perk (formal use), 

per se [p3:r'sei] adv a phrase used when one is 
considering one thing by itself and not other 
things that may be connected with it □ Can¬ 
nabis is not dangerous per se, but it can lead to 
other drugs. 

persecute ['p3:rsikju:t] vt -1. [race, minority] to 
treat <a group of people> cruelly as a delib¬ 
erate and long-term policy, especially be¬ 
cause of their religious or political views □ 
They emigrated because they were being per¬ 
secuted for their religious opinions. -2. [criminal, 

politician] to make life unpleasant for <sb> by 
annoying them and not leaving them alone 
□ / was constantly persecuted by journalists. 

persecution [,p3:rsi'kju:Jn] «: see persecute □ 
the persecution of the Jews. 

persecutor I'p3:rsikju:t3r] n a person who per¬ 
secutes other people. 

perseverance [,p3:rs3'vi3r3ns] n continued ef¬ 
fort made over a period of time in order to 
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get something difficult done □ It takes a lot of 
perseverance to get a reply from them. 

persevere [,p3:rs3'vi3r] vi -1. to keep trying to 
do- something and not give up, even though 
it is difficult □ Do you think it's worth persever¬ 
ing with this project? □ Don't give up; I think you 
should persevere. -2. to persevere in doing 

sthg to continue to do sthg, even though it 
has failed many times in the past □ If you 
persevere in writing to the senator you will even¬ 
tually receive a reply. 

Persia ['p3:r33] = Iran. 

Persian ['p3:r3n] n & adj: see Iran □ a Persian 
rug. 

Persian cat n a cat that is often white and 
has a round face and long silky hair. 

Persian Gulf: the Persian Gulf part of the In¬ 
dian Ocean between Arabia and Iran. 

persist [par'sist] vi -1. [problem, rain, rumor) to 
continue to exist □ If the condition persists, 
consult a physician. -2. to persist in doing sthg 

to continue to do sthg, even though people 
do not like it or disagree with it □ If you per¬ 
sist in being late, you will be fired. □ She persists 
in the belief that records are better than CDs. 

persistence [p3r'sist3ns] n: see persistent □ His 
persistence finally paid off and she agreed to see 
him. 

persistent [p3r'sistant] adj -1. [problem, rumor, 

rain] that continues to exist for a long time □ 
I went to the doctor about my persistent cough. 
-2. [criminal, journalist] who continues to do 
the same thing in a determined way, even if 
it is difficult or other people try to stop 
them □ a secure home for persistent juvenile of¬ 
fenders □ I said you were too busy to see him, 
but he was very persistent. □ They finally gave 
way to her persistent demands. 

persistently [p3r'sist3ntli] adv [rain, increase, de¬ 

mand] see persistent □ He persistently refused 
any offers of help. 

persnickety [p.y'smkoti] adj us [person] who 
worries too much about small and unimpor¬ 
tant details (informal use). 

person ['p3:rsn] (pi people or formal persons) n 

-1. a man, woman, or child □ One person was 
injured in the blast. □ / want to speak to the per¬ 
son in charge. □ You're just the person we had in 
mind. □ You're a scientific sort of person. □ I'm 
not really a sports person. □ She seemed like a 
different person when she wasn't at work. ■ in 
person with the particular person actually 
present, rather than on television, the tele¬ 
phone etc; without help or intervention 
from anybody else □ I'm looking forward to 
meeting her in person. □ He was unable to come 
in person so he sent his assistant. □ / want to 
deal with their complaints in person. ■ in the per¬ 
son of a phrase used to introduce the name 
of a particular person that one is referring to 
□ We have a valuable asset in the person of Sue 
Jones. -2. on or about sb's person somewhere 
on sb’s body or in their clothes □ He had a 
knife hidden on his person. 

persona [p3r'souna] (pi personas or personae 

[-i:]) n the character that somebody shows 

to other people or that is seen by other peo¬ 
ple and that is often different from their real 
character. 

personable ['p3:rsn3bl] adj [person] who is 
pleasant in appearance or character, 

personage ['p3:rsnid3l n a famous or impor¬ 
tant person (formal use), 

personal ['p3:rsn3l] o adj -1. [opinion, belong¬ 

ings, choice] of a single person rather than a 
group or organization □ We share a huge 
apartment and I even have my own personal 
bathroom. -2. personal experience/attention 
etc one’s own experience/attention etc and 
not somebody else’s □ The headmaster made a 
personal appearance at the meeting. □ The proj¬ 
ect will be under my personal supervision. 
-3. [life, problem, plan] that is private or con¬ 
cerns one’s private feelings □ / can't tell you — 
it's very personal. -4. [check, letter] that belongs 
to or is used by a particular person □ / think 
it's somewhere among my personal papers. □ 
There's a letter in your mail marked "Personal". 
-5. [comment, insult, criticism] that refers to the 
appearance or character of a particular per¬ 
son in a rude or insulting way □ There's no 
need to be so personal! 
On US a short advertisement placed in a 
newspaper or magazine, usually by some¬ 
body who is looking for a lover, 

personal account n an account at a bank or 
building society for an individual rather than 
a company or organization, 

personal allowance n gb finance the amount 
of money that one is allowed to earn before 
one has to start paying tax. 

personal assistant n a secretary of a senior 
manager or official, who is employed to 
help with all aspects of their work and to 
carry out their duties when they are away, 

personal call n a phone call made or received 
at work, which is not for business purposes 
□ Staff have to pay for their personal calls. 

personal column n a section in a newspaper 
or magazine where people can print person¬ 
al messages, often when they are looking 
for a lover. 

personal computer n a computer that is in¬ 
tended for use by a single user at work or in 
the home. 

personal estate « = personal property, 

personal hygiene n care for the cleanliness 
of one’s body. 

personality [,p3:rs3,naelati] (pi personalities) « 
-1. a person's character or nature as shown 
in the way they act or think □ He has a 
pleasant/weak personality. □ Their personalities 
are all very different. -2. personal qualities that 
other people find attractive □ She has a lot of 
personality. -3. a well-known person, espe¬ 
cially in the world of entertainment or 
sports a a television personality. 

personalize, -ise [’p3:rsn3laiz] vf -1. [stationery, 

bag, clothing] to mark <sthg> in a way that 
shows who the owner is, e.g. by writing 
their name or initials on it □ He had had all his 
baggage personalized. -2. [argument, debate, is- 
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sue] to discuss <sthg> in a way which is 
critical of the individual people concerned 
rather than looking at the facts in a general 
way (disapproving use) □ The journalist made a 
personalized attack on the mayor. 

personalized I'p3:rsn3laizd] adj -1. (stationery, 
clothing) that has been marked in a way that 
shows who the owner is □ personalized 
handkerchiefs/license plates. -2. (service, counsel¬ 
ing] that is designed or has been changed to 
suit the needs of an individual person or 
customer. 

personally I'p3:rsn3li] adv -1. personally,... a 
word used to emphasize that what one is 
about to say is a personal opinion and that 
other people may disagree with it □ Personal¬ 
ly, I think it would be better to wait and see what 
happens. -2. a word used to emphasize that 
a particular activity, duty etc concerns a par¬ 
ticular person rather than somebody else 
acting for them □ He likes to deal with com¬ 
plaints personally. □ I am personally responsible 
for the performance of the company. □ / wasn't 
referring to you personally, m to take sthg per¬ 
sonally [insult, criticism] to feel that sthg is in¬ 
tended as criticism of oneself, not just of 
what one has done □ We've decided not to 
use your idea, but please don't take it personally. 

personal organizer « a small book with a 
strong cover and metal rings inside that are 
used to hold loose pages for a calendar, ad¬ 
dress book, useful information etc. 

personal pension plan « a pension plan or¬ 
ganized by a finance company for a private 
individual, rather than a state pension plan, 

personal pronoun n a pronoun such as “I”, 
“me”, or “it”, used for the speaker, the per¬ 
son spoken to, or the people or things spo¬ 
ken about. 

personal property « law everything owned 
by a person except land and buildings, 

personal stereo n a small stereo cassette 
player with headphones that works using 
batteries and that the owner can carry about 
and listen to anywhere. 

persona non grata [-’grcnts] {pi personae non 
gratae [-'graiti:]) n a person who is unaccep¬ 
table or not welcome, e.g. in somebody 
else’s house or in a particular country □ I 
fear I am persona non grata at the Smiths' now. 

personify [p3r'sonifai] {pt & pp personified) vt 
to be a perfect human example of <a qual- 
ity> and have this quality to a very great 
extent □ She is evil/greed/beauty personified. 

personnel [,p3:rs3'nel] o « the section of a 
company, organization etc that deals with 
the people who work there and keeps their 
records □ She works in personnel. □ / sent my 
resume to their personnel department, o npl the 
people who work in a particular company 
or organization □ We have over 100 personnel 
employed on this site. □ military personnel. 

personnel officer « a person who works in 
the personnel department of a company, or¬ 
ganization etc. 

person-to-person adj a person-to-person call a 

telephone call made through the operator to 
a particular person and paid for only if that 
person is available. 

perspective [p3r'spektiv] n -1. art the meth¬ 
ods used in drawing to make objects appear 
close or far away, large or small etc, and 
therefore more realistic □ The roof of this 
house is in/out of perspective. ■ to get sthg in 
or into perspective [problem, matter] to think 
about sthg reasonably and in relation to 
other things and not let it seem more im¬ 
portant than it is □ If you read the other report 
it will help you get things in perspective. □ / think 
you need to get this thing into its proper perspec¬ 
tive and stop worrying so much. -2. a way of 
thinking about something based on one’s 
beliefs and experiences □ from a historical per¬ 
spective □ Yoga has given me a whole new per¬ 
spective on life. □ If you try and look at it from his 
perspective, it's not such a serious thing. 

Perspex™ l'p3:rspeks] n GB strong clear plastic 
used instead of glass. 

perspicacious [,p3.,rspi'keij3s] adj [person, com¬ 
ment] that shows quick and accurate under¬ 
standing or judgment (formal use), 

perspiration [,p3:rsp3'rei.fn] « the liquid pro¬ 
duced when one perspires □ He was dripping 
with perspiration after his exertions. 

perspire [par'spaisr] vi to produce a salty col¬ 
ourless liquid on one’s skin, usually when 
one is hot, ill, or afraid □ She was perspiring 
by the time she reached the fourth floor. 

persuade [p3r'sweid] vt -1. to make <sb> do 
something by giving reasons or arguments 
which show that it is a good idea □ / won't 
come, so it's no good trying to persuade me. □ 
Her failure to find work persuaded her to go back 
to college. □ He persuaded her into/out of joining 
the party. -2. to make <sb> believe some¬ 
thing □ The salesman tried to persuade them 
that they needed a new car. □ Subsequent events 
have persuaded me of the truth of her story. 

persuasion [p3r'swei3n] « -1. the act of per¬ 
suading somebody to do or believe some¬ 
thing □ It took a lot of persuasion to get him to 
agree. □ powers of persuasion. -2. a set of be¬ 
liefs, usually religious or political □ People of 
many different persuasions attended the rally. 

persuasive [p3r‘sweisiv] adj [person, argument] 
that is likely to persuade people to do or be¬ 
lieve something □ / couldn't resist — she's so 
persuasive. 

persuasively [p3r'Sweisivli] adv [speak, argue] see 
persuasive. 

pert [p3:rt] ad] -1. [girl, young woman] who is 
lively and slightly disrespectful in an attrac¬ 
tive and amusing way. -2. [nose, bottom] 
small, neat, and firm. 

pertain [p3r'tein] vi pertaining to sb/sthg be¬ 
longing to or connected with sb/sthg (formal 
use) □ documents pertaining to the Salston case. 

pertinence ['p3:rt3n3ns] n: see pertinent. 

pertinent ['p3:rt3n3nt] adj [question, remark; fact] 
relevant to the subject being discussed □ / 
hardly think that is pertinent to the discussion. 

perturb [psr t3:rb] vt to worry and upset <sb> 
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a lot (formal use) □ / was somewhat perturbed 
by what you said in that fax. 

perturbed [p3r't3:rbd] adj [person, expression) 
very worried and upset (formal use) □ When 
she heard the news she didn't seem at all per¬ 
turbed. 

Peru [pa'ru:] a country in western South Amer¬ 
ica, on the Pacific coast, size: 1,285,000 sq 
kms. population: 22,900,000 (Peruvians). 
capital: Lima, language: Spanish, currency: 
sol. 

perusal [ps'ruizl] ti [of a document, letter, report] 
the act of reading something (formal use) □ / 
have sent you the papers for your perusal. 

peruse [ps'ruiz] vt [document, letter, report] to 
read <sthg>, especially carefully and thor¬ 
oughly (formal use) □ She sat perusing the pa¬ 
pers with a look of concentration. 

Peruvian [ps'ruivian] n & adj: see Peru, 

pervade [p3r'veid] vt [smell, darkness] to spread 
throughout <a room, space> etc until it fills 
it; [feeling, thought] to be present everywhere 
in <a book, system> etc □ The sweet fra¬ 
grance of roses pervaded the room. □ A sense of 
gloom pervaded the meeting. 

pervasive [p3r'veisiv] adj [smell, doubt! that is 
felt or found everywhere □ It is difficult to 
avoid the pervasive influence of advertising. 

perverse [p3r'v3:rs] adj [person] who is stub¬ 
born and unreasonable, especially because 
they refuse to do or think what other peo¬ 
ple expect □ Now you're just being perverse! □ 
He seems to take a perverse pleasure in 
upsetting people. 

perversely [p3r'v3:rsh] odv a word used to 
show that one thinks that somebody’s be¬ 
havior is perverse □ He continues, perversely, 
to refuse to accept he was wrong. 

perversion [p3r'v3:r3n] n -1. sexual behavior 
that is considered unnatural and wrong. 
-2. [of justice, meaning, knowledge] see. pervert 
□ Their version of what happened is a perversion 
of the truth. 

perversity [p3r'v3:rs3ti] n stubborn and unrea¬ 
sonable behavior □ I'm sure she does it out of 
perversity. 

pervert [n 'p3:rv3irt, vb p3r'v3:rt] o n a pervert¬ 
ed person, o vt -1. [child, audience] to lead 
<sb> to behave in ways that are unnatural 
and wrong, especially sexually □ We believe 
scenes of sex and violence pervert people's 
minds. -2. [justice, meaning, truth] to change 
<sthg> so much that it becomes bad or 
wrong; [knowledge, evidence] to use <sthg> 
for bad or evil purposes □ Benson was ac¬ 
cused of perverting the course of justice. 

perverted [p3r'v3:rt3d] adj -1. [person] who be¬ 
haves sexually in ways that are unnatural 
and wrong □ a perverted mind/practice. -2. 
[meaning, thinking! wrong and unnatural □ He 
murdered him out of a perverted sense of honor. 

peseta [ps'seits] n the standard unit of curren¬ 
cy in Spain. 

peso ['peisoo] {pi pesos) n the standard unit of 
currency in Mexico, some other Latin 
American countries, and the Philippines. 

pessary ['pessri] (pi pessaries) n a large pill 
that is designed to be put inside a woman's 
vagina and that contains a contraceptive 
substance or a medicine for curing infec¬ 
tions. 

pessimism ['pesamizm] n the tendency to be¬ 
lieve that things will go wrong or turn out 
badly □ There seems to be a general mood of 
pessimism on the stock market. 

pessimist [’pessmsst] « a person who thinks 
that things will go wrong or turn out badly, 
especially one who always thinks this way 
□ Don't be such a pessimist! 

pessimistic fpess'mistik] adj [person, forecast, 
opinion] that suggests things will go wrong 
or turn out badly □ I'm pessimistic about our 
chances of closing the deal. 

pest [pest] « -1. any insect or small animal 
that damages plants or food □ pest control □ 
Some farmers consider foxes to be pests. -2. a 
person, especially a child, that one does not 
like because they are always annoying peo¬ 
ple, interrupting, asking for things etc (infor¬ 
mal use) □ That child is such a pest! 

pester ['pest3r] vt to annoy or disturb <sb> 
continually, especially by asking them for 
something or demanding their attention □ 
He's always pestering me to take him with me. 

pesticide ['pestssaid] ti a chemical used by 
gardeners and farmers to kill pests, especial¬ 
ly insects. 

pestle 1’pesl] « a short stick of wood or stone 
with a heavy rounded end that is used to 
crush herbs, spices etc in a bowl □ a pestle 
and mortar. 

pet [pet] (pt & pp petted, cotit petting) o n 
-1. an animal kept in the home for company 
and pleasure □ a pet mouse/rabbit □ pet food. 
-2. a person who is a special favorite of 
somebody in authority, and is often treated 
better than other people (disapproving use) □ 
She was the teacher's pet in school. 
o adj [subject, theory] that a particular person 
is Very interested in and is always talking 
about. ■ a pet peeve US or hate GB something 
that a particular person finds very annoying 
□ Soap operas are one of his pet peeves. 
o vt to treat <a child, animal> etc lovingly, 
by touching and stroking them gendy. 
o vi [two people] to kiss and touch each oth¬ 
er sexually. 

petal ['petl] n one of the white or colored 
parts of a plant that are shaped like a leaf 
and together form the flower □ a rose petal. 

peter ['pi:t3r] ♦ peter out vi [interest, food sup¬ 
ply] to become gradually less and less before 
coming to an end □ Eventually, the track just 
peters out and you have to walk the rest of the 
way. □ The conversation finally petered out. 

Peter Pan [,pi:t3r'psn] the hero of J. M. Bar¬ 
rie’s story Peter Pan. He is a boy who never 
grows up, and lives in a magical place called 
Never Never Land. 

Peter the Great [,pi:t3rd3'greit] (1672-1725) 
Czar of Russia from 1682 to 1725. He mod- 
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ernized and westernized Russia, and found¬ 
ed the new capital of St Petersburg, 

pethidine ['peGddnn] n a drug used to reduce 
pain, e.g. in childbirth. 

petit bourgeois [’peti:-] (pi petits bourgeois 
['peti:-]) adj [person] who belongs to the sec¬ 
tion of the middle class that owns stores, 
small businesses etc; who has attitudes 
thought to be typical of this class, e.g. an in¬ 
terest in wealth and social status □ petty 
bourgeois attitudes/prejudice. 

petite [pa'tut] adj [woman, model] small, slim, 
and attractive. 

petit four [,peti'fo:r] (pi petits fours [,peti'fo:r]) 
m a very small cake or cookie, often served 
at the end of a meal with coffee, 

petition [pa'tifn] o « -1. a request, signed by 
a lot of people, asking a government or 
some other organization to do something □ 
a petition for/against a new road. -2. law an offi¬ 
cial letter to a court of law, asking it to take 
a particular action □ She filed a petition for di¬ 
vorce. o vt [governor, committee] to ask <sb> 
formally to do something, usually by pre¬ 
senting them with a petition □ They peti¬ 
tioned city hall to provide more social housing, 
o vi -1. [local people, protesters] They petitioned 
for/against a change in the law. -2. law to peti¬ 
tion for divorce to ask a court of law formal¬ 
ly to give one a divorce, 

petitioner [po'ti/norJ n a person who organ¬ 
izes a petition. 

pet name n a special name used for a very 
close friend or member of the family instead 
of their real name. 

petrified [’petrifaid] adj [person, look, voice] very 
frightened □ I'm petrified of speaking in public. 

petrify ['petrifai] (pt & pp petrified) vf to make 
<sb> so frightened that they are unable to 
think clearly or act sensibly, 

petrochemical [.petrou'kemikl] n a chemical 
substance made from petroleum or natural 
gas □ the petrochemical industry □ a petrochemi¬ 
cal plant. 

petrodollars ['petroudDbrz] npl US dollars 
earned by a country that exports petroleum, 

petrol [’petrol] n GB a liquid that is made from 
petroleum and is used as a fuel in motor 
cars and other engines □ four-star petrol □ pet¬ 
rol fumes. 

petrolatum bpetra'leitam] tt us = petroleum jel¬ 
ly 

petrol bomb « GB a simple bomb made from 
a bottle filled with gasoline and a piece of 
cloth that is placed in the end and lit just 
before the bottle is thrown, 

petrol can n GB a small metal container for 
keeping gasoline in, e.g. in one’s car, in case 
one runs out of gasoline, 

petroleum [pa'troolism] n a natural oil found 
underground that is used to make gasoline 
and many other substances, 

petroleum jelly « a soft, clear greasy sub¬ 
stance that is made from petroleum. It is 
used in medicines that are rubbed into the 
skin and in products that are spread on 

parts of machines to make them move more 
smoothly. 

petrol pump n GB a machine at a gas station, 
used for putting gasoline into vehicles, 

petrol station « GB a place that sells gasoline 
for vehicles. 

petrol tank n GB the part of a vehicle that 
holds gasoline. 

Petronas Center [pa'trounas-]: the Petronas 
Center an office building consisting of two 
towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. It is the 
tallest building in the world, 

petticoat ['petikout] n a piece of underwear 
that looks like a skirt or a dress without 
sleeves and is worn by a woman under her 
dress or skirt. 

pettiness ['petinss] « [of a person] see petty, 

petty ['peti] (compar pettier, superl pettiest) adj 
-1. [person] who is too concerned with small 
and unimportant things, often in an unkind 
and selfish way □ He's got a petty little mind. □ 
I don't want to get involved in your petty little ar¬ 
guments. -2. [detail, crime, problem] small and 
unimportant □ Trading is made difficult by all 
the petty regulations. □ a petty thief/crook. 

petty cash n a small amount of money kept 
in an office for making small payments 
when necessary □ Take it out of petty cash. 

petty officer n the lowest rank of officer in a 
navy. 

petulant ['petjbbnt] adj [person, expression, re¬ 

mark] that seems angry or impatient about 
something unimportant in an unreasonable 
and childish way □ "/ don't know," she said, 
with a petulant shrug. 

petunia [ps'tJuinja] n a garden plant with 
white, pink, or purple flowers shaped like 
funnels. 

pew [pju:] « a long wooden seat with a back, 
placed in rows in a church. 

pewter ['pju:t3r] n a gray metal made from tin 
and lead □ a pewter jug. 

PG (abbr of parental guidance) « a symbol for 
movies and video tapes in Britain and the 
USA that indicates that some scenes may be 
unsuitable for young children. 

PG-13 n a symbol for movies and videotapes 
in the USA that indicates that some scenes 
may not be suitable for children under the 
age of 13. 

PGA (abbr of Professional Golfers' Association) 
n the PGA the organization in charge of pro¬ 
fessional golf in the USA. 

p & h (abbr of postage and handling) n US a 
charge made for packing and mailing some¬ 
thing that somebody has bought. 

pH (abbr of potential of hydrogen) tt a unit for 
measuring how acid or alkaline a substance 
is □ The soil has a pH of 7. 

phallic [’fslik] adj [carving, imagery] that looks 
like a phallus □ a phallic symbol. 

phallus [ faebs] (pi phalluses or phalli [’faelai]) n 
a model or image of an erect penis, used as 
a symbol of fertility in certain religions, 

phantom [’faentam] o adj a phantom vision/ 
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figure etc a vision/figure etc that exists only 
in the imagination □ / sensed a phantom pres¬ 
ence somewhere in the room, o n a ghost, es¬ 
pecially in the shape of a person, 

phantom pregnancy « a condition in which 
a woman thinks that she is pregnant when 
she is not, and may even develop some of 
the signs of pregnancy. 

pharaoh ['fearou] n a king in ancient Egypt. 

Pharisee ['faerssi:] « a member of an ancient 
group of Jews who followed religious laws 
very carefully. 

pharmaceutical [.fcn'rna's.iuitikl] adj Icompany, 

industry] concerned with the making of drugs 
and medicines. 

♦ pharmaceuticals npl drugs and medicines, 

pharmacist ['faitnasast] n a person whose job 
is to prepare and sell medicines, 

pharmacology [,fa:rm3'kDbd3i] « the area of 
science that deals with drugs and medicines, 

pharmacy ['fadmasi] (pi pharmacies) « a store, 
or part of a store, that sells medicines, 

phase [feiz] o n [of illness, civilization, a cam¬ 

paign] a stage in the development of some¬ 
thing □ Their daughter is going through a difficult 
phase. □ phase two of the government's incomes 
policy, o vt [improvements, scheme] to organ¬ 
ize <sthg> so that it happens in phases. 

♦ phase in vt sep to phase sthg in [tax reforms, 

pay structure] to introduce sthg gradually □ 
The increase will be phased in over five years. 

♦ phase out vt sep to phase sthg out [system, 

service, machine] to stop using sthg gradually 
□ These pesticides are being phased out. 

PhD (abbr of Doctor of Philosophy) n the high¬ 
est university degree, usually given for re¬ 
search; a person who has this degree □ PhD 
students. 

pheasant ['feznt] (pi pheasant or pheasants) n 
a large bird with a long tail that lives in 
woods and that is often shot for food or 
sport; the meat of this bird, 

phenobarbital [us ,fi:nou'ba:rb3to:l, gb -'ba:b- 
ltl], phenobarbitone [,fi:nou'ba:rb3toon] n a 
strong drug for calming people or helping 
them to sleep. 

phenomena [fa'nDmana] plural of phenomenon, 

phenomenal [fs'nnmanl] adj [success, size, in¬ 

crease] so great that it is unusual □ Public re¬ 
sponse to the appeal has been phenomenal. 

phenomenon [fa'nDmanan] (pi phenomena) n 
-1. a thing or event, often unusual or excep¬ 
tional, that exists and can be experienced □ 
This tendency is a relatively recent phenomenon. 
□ meteorological phenomena. -2. a person who 
is remarkably good at something, or who 
has done something remarkable □ a chess 
phenomenon. 

phew [fju:] excl a soft whistling sound made 
by somebody when they are very tired after 
a great physical effort, or when they are 
very relieved □ Phew! That was close — / 
thought we'd never make it! □ Phew! It's boiling 
in here! 

phial ['faial] n a small glass bottle that is 
usually used for keeping medicines in. 

Phi Beta Kappa [.faibiita'kiepa] n an American 
academic society whose members have 
shown high academic ability; a member of 
this society. 

Philadelphia [.fib'delfia] an industrial city and 
port in Pennsylvania, USA, on the Delaware 
River. The Declaration of Independence was 
signed there, population: 1,685,577. 

philanderer [fi'lasndaraH « a man who has re¬ 
lationships with many women without be¬ 
coming very involved with them (formal and 
disapproving use). 

philanthropic fifibn'Gropik] adj [person, organi¬ 

zation, act] that is kind to people, especially 
by giving help or money to people who 
need it. 

philanthropist [fi'laenGrapast] n a philanthropic 
person. 

philately [fi'laetali] « the hobby of collecting 
stamps. 

philharmonic [lfilha:r'mDmk] adj [orchestra, so¬ 

ciety] that is connected with the perfor¬ 
mance and study of music. 

Philip ['filsp]. Prince (1921- ) the husband of 
Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain. 

Philippine ['fibpiin] adj-. see Philippines. 
Philippines: the Philippines a country in 

Southeast Asia, consisting of over 7,000 is¬ 
lands in the western Pacific Ocean, size: 
300,000 sq kms. population: 64,600,000 (Fili¬ 
pinos, Filipinas). capital: Manila, language: 
Pilipino, English, currency: Filipino peso, 

philistine [us 'filistim, GB -stain] n a person 
who does not like or understand art, litera¬ 
ture, music etc (disapproving use). 

Phillip ['fibp], Arthur (1738-1814) a British na¬ 
val officer who founded New South Wales, 
Australia, and was its first governor. 

Phillips™ ['fibps] n a Phillips (screw) a screw 
with a cross cut into the head, rather than a 
straight groove. ■ a Phillips (screwdriver) a 
screwdriver with a cross at the end of the 
blade, to fit into a Phillips screw, 

philosopher [fa'lDsafa1] n -1. a person who 
studies, teaches, or writes about philosophy. 
-2. a person who created a particular phi¬ 
losophy □ the great philosopher Confucius. -3. a 
person who thinks deeply and calmly about 
serious things. 

philosophical [.fib'sofikl] adj -1. [attitude, per¬ 

son] that is calm and resigned when faced 
with difficulty or unpleasantness □ They told 
him that he'd never get the money back, but he 
was very philosophical about it. -2. [idea, theory, 

writing] see philosophy. 

philosophize, -ise [fa'bsafaiz] vi to think or 
talk about philosophical ideas □ He's always 
philosophizing about something! 

philosophy [fa'bsafi] (pi philosophies) n -1. 
the study or creation of theories about im¬ 
portant questions connected with human 
life, e.g. truth, knowledge, or reality □ She's 
studying philosophy and politics. -2. a particular 
set of beliefs and way of thinking about life, 
truth, knowledge etc □ Western philosophy □ 
the philosophy of Plato/Kant □ My philosophy is 
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— get them before they get you! -3. a particu¬ 
lar person's way of thinking □ What's the phi¬ 
losophy behind that decision? 

phlegm [flem] n the thick yellow or green liq¬ 
uid produced in somebody’s nose and throat 
when they have a cold. 

phlegmatic [fleg'msetik] adj [person] who is 
calm, even when exciting things are hap¬ 
pening. 

phobia ['foubis] « a strong and unreasonable 
fear of a particular thing □ She has a phobia 
about spiders. 

phoenix [Thinks] n an imaginary bird that in 
former times was believed to burn itself and 
be born again from its ashes every 500 years 
□ A new company was formed, like a phoenix 
from the ashes of its predecessor. 

phone [foun] o n -1. the telephone system □ 
She contacted me by phone. □ You can always 
use the phone. □ / can't discuss it over the 
phone. □ a phone company/link. ■ to be on the 
phone to be speaking to somebody by 
phone □ I've been on the phone with them ail 
morning. ■ to be on the phone GB to be con¬ 
nected to the telephone network □ Are you 
on the phone? -2. a telephone o Their phone's 
been busy all morning. □ Can you answer the 
phone? 

o vt [person, the police] to dial a number and 
speak to <sb> by phone □ / phoned his office, 
but he was out. □ Have you tried phoning the op¬ 
erator? 

o vi: He hasn't phoned for weeks. □ I'll phone 
for a taxi, a He phoned to invite you to a party. 

♦ phone back o vt sep to phone sb back to 
phone sb again after one has already 
phoned them recently; to phone sb who has 
recently phoned one □ Can you phone me back 
in an hour? □ Amy phoned while you were out 
and asked if you could phone her back, o vi: She 
phoned back to say the tickets were reserved. □ / 

left my name, but she didn't phone back. 

♦ phone up o vt sep to phone sb up to phone 
sb, especially about something not very im¬ 
portant □ She phoned me up last night, o vi: 
Why don't you phone up and ask? 

phone book « a book that lists the names, 
addresses, and phone numbers of all the 
people with telephones in a particular area □ 
Look it up in the phone book. 

phone booth n a small shelter in a public 
place that contains a public telephone □ I'm 
calling from a phone booth. 

phone box « gb = phone booth. 

phone call « an act of phoning somebody □ / 
have a few phone calls to make. 

phonecard ['foonka:rd] n a card like a credit 
card that can be used instead of coins to 
make calls from some public telephones. 

phone-in n a radio or TV program in which 
people telephone the station while the pro¬ 
gram is on and can have their questions or 
comments broadcast. 

phone line n -1. a wire connecting a tele¬ 
phone or building to the rest of the tele¬ 

phone network. -2. a telephone connection 
□ All the phone lines were busy. 

phone number n the number that is dialed to 
contact a particular person or organization 
by telephone □ / gave her my phone number. 

phone-tapping [-taepig] n the use of special 
equipment to listen secretly to other peo¬ 
ple’s telephone conversations, 

phonetics [fa'netiks] n the scientific study of 
the different sounds that make up spoken 
words. 

phony US, phoney GB ['founi] (compar phonier, 
superl phoniest, pi phonies) (informal use) 
o adj -1. [money, information, address] false □ 
He was using a phony business card. □ She just 
has a really phony way of talking. -2. [person] 

who pretends to be good, kind, clever etc 
but is not really, o n a phony person □ What 
a complete phony that guy is! 

phony war n a period when war has been 
declared but there is no actual fighting, 

phosphate ['fDsfeit] n a chemical substance 
containing phosphorus, often used in mak¬ 
ing fertilizers. 

phosphorus ['fosfaras] n a poisonous element 
that is yellowish-white, glows in the dark, 
and bums when it is in contact with air. 
SYMBOL: P. 

photo [‘foutou] n = photograph, 

photo booth ft a small enclosed place in 
some stores, trains stations etc where one 
can have one’s photo taken by putting mon¬ 
ey into a machine. 

photocall [’footookoil] n an organized session 
in which a famous person is photographed 
by press photographers, 

photocopier ['foutoukopia1) n a machine that 
makes copies of documents, drawings etc 
onto paper by photographing them, 

photocopy ['foutouknpi] (pt & pp photocopied, 
pi photocopies) o n a copy of something, 
e.g. a document or drawing, made by using 
a photocopier □ Do you have a photocopy of 
the report? o vt [page, report] to make a 
photocopy of <sthg> using a photocopier □ 
Could you photocopy the last chapter? 

photoelectric cell [.foutouilektrik-] n a device 
that changes light into electricity, used in 
light meters and burglar alarms, 

photo finish n the end of a race in which 
two or more competitors finish so close to¬ 
gether that a photograph of them crossing 
the finishing line is needed to see who has 
won. 

Photofit™ ['foutoofit] n a Photofit (picture) GB 
a picture of somebody who the police sure 
looking for, made up from many photo¬ 
graphs of different parts of people’s faces, 

photogenic [,footou'd3enik] adj [person] who 
looks attractive in photographs □ She's very 
photogenic. 

photograph [US 'footagraef, GB -gra:f] o tt a 
picture printed on special paper from a film 
that has been used in a camera □ That's a re¬ 
ally good photograph of you. ■ to take a photo¬ 
graph to record a scene using a camera □ / 
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took lots of photographs of the city. □ / hate hav¬ 
ing my photograph taken, o vt [view, person] to 
take a photograph of <sb/sthg> □ We were 
photographed sitting next to the Senator. 

photographer [fa'tDgrsfgr] n a person who 
takes photographs □ an amateur/a sports pho¬ 
tographer. 

photographic [.fouta'graefik] adj [equipment, 

evidence] that is connected with photo¬ 
graphs. 

photographic memory n the ability to re¬ 
member in great detail things that one has 
seen. 

photography [fa'tografi] n the art, study, pro¬ 
fession, or process of taking photographs □ 
black and white/commercial photography. 

photojournalism [lfootou'd33:rn3lizm] n a type 
of journalism in which photographs are very 
important. 

photon [’foutDn] n a tiny unit of electromag¬ 
netic radiation that travels at the speed of 
light. 

photo opportunity n a situation in which a 
politician tries to be photographed, e.g. 
while doing something useful, impressive, or 
kind, because the photo will encourage peo¬ 
ple to see them in a positive way □ This will 
be a great photo opportunity for you. 

photosensitive [.foutou'sensativ] adj [film, pa¬ 

per] that changes when light falls on it. 

Photostat™ ['foutsstcetj (ft & ff photostatted, 
cont photostatting) n a copy of a document, 
drawing etc made by using a particular type 
of photocopier. 

♦ photostat vt [page, document] to make a 
Photostat of <sthg>. 

photosynthesis [pfoutou'sinGasas] « the pro¬ 
cess by which a plant produces its own food 
by using energy from sunlight, 

phrasal verb ['freizl-1 n a group of words, 
made up of a verb and one or more other 
words, that has the meaning of a single 
verb, e.g. “to pick up” and “to get on with”, 

phrase [freiz] o n -1. a group of words that 
forms a unit, either alone or as part of a 
sentence □ How would you translate the phrase 
"to go swimming"? -2. a small fixed group of 
words that has a particular meaning, often 
one that is not easy to guess from each indi¬ 
vidual word □ / bought a book with lots of 
useful everyday phrases. □ What does the phrase 
"to put your foot in it" mean? o vt [letter, idea] 

to say <sthg> in words in a particular way □ 
She tried to phrase it in such a way that it would 
not offend him. 

phrasebook ['freizbuk] n a book that contains 
a list of useful phrases in a foreign language 
and their translations. 

phraseology [,freizi'Dlad3i] n the particular 
way the words of a document, speech etc 
are chosen and used □ / found his phraseology 
somewhat confusing. 

physical [’fizikl] o adj -1. [exercise, attraction] 

that is connected with the body rather than 
the mind □ The grief caused her physical pain. □ 
We had a purely physical relationship. -2. [world, 

object, form] that is real and can be touched 
□ They were separated by a physical as well as 
an ideological distance. -3. a physical law/ 
theory a law/theory that is connected with 
physics, o n = physical examination, 

physical chemistry n the kind of chemistry 
connected with the relationship between 
the physical and chemical properties of sub¬ 
stances. 

physical education n games, sports, and ex¬ 
ercises for children at school to keep them 
fit. 

physical examination « a thorough medical 
examination, often carried out to see if 
somebody is fit to do a particular job. 

physical geography n the kind of geography 
connected with the natural features of the 
Earth’s surface. 

physically ['fizikli] adv [fit, attractive, possible) 
see physical □ The doctor says I'm physically fit 
to travel. □ Did you physically give it to him or just 
leave it for him? □ It’s physically impossible to 
jump from such a height and not injure oneself. 

physically handicapped o adj [person] who 
has a physical disability rather than a men¬ 
tal one. o nfl the physically handicapped 
physically handicapped people, 

physical science n the sciences connected 
with the natural world, e.g. physics, chemis¬ 
try, or geography. 

physical training n = physical education, 

physician [fa'zijn] n a doctor (formal use), 

physicist [’fizasast] n a scientist who is 
trained in physics. 

physics ['fiziks] « the scientific study of mat¬ 
ter and energy and the relationships be¬ 
tween them, e.g. light, heat, and electricity, 

physio [’fiziou] (fl physios) n (informal use) -1. 
= physiotherapist. -2. = physiotherapy, 

physiognomy [.fizi'Dnsmi] (fl physiognomies) 
n the face, especially when it is believed to 
show a person’s character (formal use), 

physiology [,fizi'Dl3d3i] « -1. the scientific 
study of the way in which plants and the 
bodies of people and animals work □ the 
study of anatomy and physiology. -2. the way in 
which a human or an animal's body or a 
plant works □ the physiology of reproduction. 

physiotherapist fifizioo'Gerspast] « a person 
whose job is to give people physiotherapy, 

physiotherapy [.fiziou'Gerspi] n the treatment 
of sick people, or people recovering from in¬ 
juries, using exercise and massage, 

physique [fa'zfik] n the shape of a person’s 
body □ He has a fine physique. 

pianist ['pfianast] n a person who plays the pi¬ 
ano. 

piano [pii'aenou] (fl pianos) n a musical instru¬ 
ment with a keyboard of black and white 
keys attached to a set of hammers that hit 
wires in a large wooden cabinet at the back 
□ How long have you played the piano? 

piano accordion « an accordion that has a 
keyboard on one side. 

Picasso [US pi'kaisou, GB -'kassou], Pablo (1881- 
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1973) a Spanish artist. He was one of the 
founders of Cubism, and one of the most 
influential artists of the 20th century. 

piccalilli fpika'lili] « a spicy yellow sauce 
made from chopped pickled vegetables that 
is eaten cold. 

piccolo [’pikalou] {pi piccolos) « a musical in¬ 
strument, like a small flute, that plays higher 
notes than the flute. 

pick [pik] o n -1. a pickax. -2. to take one's 
pick to choose the particular thing one 
wants from among a group of things □ You 
can take your pick from thirty flavors of ice cream. 
□ Whichever one you like — take your pick. 
-3. the pick of the bunch the best of a group 
of people or things □ Jones and Howard were 
definitely the pick of the bunch. 
o vt -1. to choose <sb/sthg> from among a 
number of people or things □ He always picks 
the worst time to visit. □ I’ve been picked to go 
on a management course. □ We both picked the 
lemon mousse for dessert. -2. [flower, fruit, nut] 
to collect <sthg> by breaking if off a plant 
or tree □ They're in the garden picking straw¬ 
berries. -3. [hair, piece of fluff] to remove 
<sthg> unwanted from a surface, using 
one's fingers □ / spent hours picking the dog 
hairs off my clothes. -4. to pick one's nose to 
remove small pieces of dried mucus from 
one's nostrils using one's fingers. ■ to pick 
one's teeth to remove small pieces of food 
from between one’s teeth using a toothpick, 
match etc. -5. to pick a fight/quarrel to delib¬ 
erately start a fight/quarrel with somebody 
□ Someone tried to pick a fight with Bob in the 
bar. -6. to pick a lock to open a lock using a 
small sharp instrument instead of a key, es¬ 
pecially for an illegal purpose. -7. to pick 
one's way across/through sthg to walk across/ 
through sthg carefully, choosing where 
to put one’s feet to avoid dirt, water, or 
danger □ / had to pick my way across that mud¬ 
dy yard in my sandals. 

o vi to choose □ He pointed to some rings and 
said I could pick any one I wanted. ■ to pick and 
choose to be in a situation where one can 
choose exactly what one wants because 
there is a wide choice □ With so many appli¬ 
cants for every job, employers can afford to pick 
and choose. 

♦ pick at vt fus to pick at one's food to eat 
small pieces of food because one is not hun¬ 
gry or does not like what one is eating □ 
She only picked at her dinner. 

♦ pick on vt fus to pick on sb to treat sb 
harshly or unfairly □ Why does he always have 
to pick on me? 

♦ pick out vt sep -1. to pick sb/sthg out to 
recognize sb/sthg among a group of similar 
people or things o She's easy to pick out in a 
crowd because of her red hair. -2. to pick sb/ 
sthg out to choose sb/sthg from a group of 
people or things □ We look at the applications 
and pick out the best candidates. 

♦ pick up o vt sep> -1. to pick sb/sthg up [ob¬ 
ject, baby, animal] to take hold of sb/sthg in 
one’s hands and lift it up, especially sthg 
small or light □ If you get lonely, just pick up 

the phone and call me. □ Please pick up all your 
litter. ■ to pick up the pieces to start trying to 
live normally again after a difficult or un¬ 
happy experience □ After the divorce I just had 
to pick up the pieces and carry on. -2. to pick 
sb/sthg up [person, ticket, dry cleaning] to go to 
a place and collect sb/sthg waiting there □ 
Could you pick up the kids from school tomor¬ 
row? -3. to pick sthg up [skill, language] to 
learn sthg, especially without much effort □ 
He picked up Italian in no time. -4. to pick up an 
infection/a virus etc to get an infection/virus 
etc □ / must have picked up some stomach bug 
when I was abroad. -5. to pick up speed [vehi¬ 

cle] to begin to move faster □ Once we 
reached the freeway, the car picked up speed. 
-6. to be picked up for sthg to be arrested for 
sthg □ He was picked up by the police for shop¬ 
lifting. -7. to pick sb up [person] to start talk¬ 
ing to sb one does not know and start a 
sexual relationship with them (informal use) □ 
She picked him up in a bar somewhere. -8. radio 

& technology to pick sthg up [signal, sound, 

radio station] to be able to hear or receive 
sthg □ The ship's SOS call was picked up by a 
fishing boat in the area. -9. to pick sthg up [ca¬ 

reer, conversation, relationship] to continue sthg 
after an interruption □ Let's pick up the story 
where we left off last week, 
o vi -1. [business, production, sales] to im¬ 
prove or increase after a difficult time □ The 
economy is beginning to pick up after the reces¬ 
sion. -2. to start something again after an in¬ 
terruption □ We can go several months without 
seeing each other but then when we meet again 
we just pick up where we left off. 

pickax us, pickaxe gb fpikaeks] n a tool for 
breaking rocks, hard ground etc, consisting 
of a piece of heavy metal with two ends, 
one a long curved blade and the other a 
short blade or point, that is attached to a 
long wooden handle. 

picker ['pikar] it a person whose job is to pick 
a particular crop, e.g. fruit or cotton. 

picket ['pikat] o k -1. a person who is picket- 
ing a place of work; a group of these people 
□ There's a picket outside the factory gates. -2. = 

picketing, o vt [factory, mine] to stand outside 
<a place of work where there is a strike> 
and try to persuade people not to go in □ 
They ve been picketing the works since last 
week. 

picket fence it a fence made from long point¬ 
ed sticks fixed in the ground. 

picketing ['pikotirj] n the act of picketing a 
place of work. 

picket line n a line of pickets □ The drivers 
won't cross the picket line. 

pickings ['pikigz] npl easy/rich pickings a 
chance to make money easily/to make a lot 
of money □ Rich pickings are to be had in multi- 
media. 

pickle ['pikl] o m -1. a pickled cucumber □ Do 
you want a pickle with your pastrami? -2. a food 
consisting of chopped vegetables that have 
been pickled, often in a spicy sauce □ a 

cheese and pickle sandwich. -3. phrase to be in 
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a pickle to be in a difficult situation (informal 
use) □ She's gotten herself into a pickle again, 
o vt [onion, egg) to preserve <food> in vinegar 
or salt water □ Pickle the cucumbers in vinegar. 

♦ pickles tipi pickled vegetables □ cold meats 
with mixed pickles. 

pickled ['pikld) adj [onion, cabbage, egg] that 
has been pickled. 

pick-me-up n a drink or medicine that makes 
one feel stronger or more cheerful. 

pickpocket ['pikpokat] « a person who steals 
things from people’s pockets □ ‘Beware of 
pickpockets. ’ 

pick-up n -1. the part of a record player that 
holds the needle and moves across the rec¬ 
ord as the needle follows the groove. -2. 
auto = pick-up truck. 

pick-up truck n a van that is open at the 
back and has low sides so that it can be 
loaded and unloaded easily. 

picky f'piki] (compar pickier, superl pickiest) adj 
[person] who is difficult to please □ Don't be 
so picky —just eat what's in front of you. 

picnic f'piknik] (jzt & pp picnicked, corn picnick¬ 
ing) On a meal that is eaten outdoors, 
usually in the countryside □ They went on a 
picnic. □ a picnic lunch, o vi to eat a picnic. 

picnicker ['pikmkar] n a person who is having 
a picnic. 

pictorial [pik'toirial] adj [magazine, article, art] 

that uses pictures. 

picture ['piktJsr] o n -1. a painting or drawing 
□ She drew a picture of the view from her win¬ 
dow. o They had lots of pictures on the walls. 
-2. photography a photograph, especially one 
that has been taken quickly □ He took a 
picture of the elephants. □ Do you have a picture 
of your son? -3. tv an image on a television 
screen □ We can't get a good picture. -4. cinema 

a movie. -5. (in one's mind] an idea in 
somebody’s mind □ I have a dear picture of 
how I want the company to develop. □ This 
should give you a picture of the way it's been 
handled so far. -6. the financial/political etc pic¬ 
ture the financial/political etc situation □ The 
economic picture is bleak. -7. the picture of sthg 
[happiness, despair] a perfect example of sthg 
□ There she was, looking the picture of good 
health. -8. phrases to get the picture to under¬ 
stand the general idea or situation (informal 
use) □ Flight, yes, I get the picture. ■ to put sb in 
the picture to tell sb everything they need to 
know about a situation in order to under¬ 
stand it □ / should be able to put you in the pic¬ 
ture by tomorrow. ■ to be in/out of the picture 
to be involved/not to be involved in a par¬ 
ticular situation □ Don't ask me, I'm completely 
out of the picture. 
o vt -1. [future, difficulty] to imagine <sthg> □ 
I can just picture him saying that! -2. [person, 

event] to show <sb/sthg> in a photograph or 
picture □ The couple are pictured here together 
in Barbados. 

♦ pictures npl the pictures the movies (old- 
fashioned use) □ Do you want to come with us to 
the pictures tonight? 

picture book n a book for young children, 
containing only or mostly pictures. 

picture rail « a narrow piece of wood fixed 
along the walls of some rooms just below 
the ceiling, on which pictures can be hung. 

picturesque [,piktfa'resk] adj [scene, building, 

village] charming and attractive, usually in an 
old-fashioned way. 

picture window n a large window with a 
single pane of glass and a pleasant view. 

piddling ['pidlirj] ad] [job, details] unimportant; 
[amount, salary] very small (disapproving and 
informal use). 

pidgin ]'pid3in] n a language that is a simpli¬ 
fied mixture of two other languages, usually 
spoken by people who do business together 
but who do not speak each other’s lan¬ 
guages □ pidgin English/French. 

pie [pai] n a dish that consists of fruit, meat, 
or vegetables, baked in a pastry case, usu¬ 
ally with pastry on top. ■ pie in the sky 
some- thing that one wants or hopes for, 
but that is very unlikely to happen □ I'm be¬ 
ginning to realize that my dreams of promotion 
are just pie in the sky. 

piebald ['paibodd] adj [horse] that has large 
black and white patches. 

piece [pi:s] n -1. [of cake, string, paper] a part of 
something that is separated from the rest □ 
Can you pass me a piece of bread? □ There was 
a piece of glass on the floor. □ I wrote it on a 
piece of newspaper, m to be smashed to pieces 
[plane, glass] to be broken into many small 
pieces. ■ to fall to pieces [car, furniture, build¬ 

ing] to become damaged □ This house is falling 
to pieces. ■ to pull or tear sthg to pieces to 
criticize sthg harshly □ She tore my essay to 
pieces. ■ to take sthg to pieces [car, machine] 

to separate all the parts of sthg from each 
other □ Once he'd taken it all to pieces, he 
couldn't put it back together again. * in pieces 
[toy, glass] that has been broken into pieces; 
[engine] that has been taken to pieces □ 
There, in pieces on the floor, was my clock. ■ in 
one piece [glass, car] not seriously damaged; 
[person] not seriously injured □ Fortunately, 
the car was/we were all in one piece. ■ to go to 
pieces [person] to be so upset, worried, 
frightened etc that one can no longer deal 
with normal life □ He went to pieces after the 
death of his wife. -2. [of equipment, advice, furni¬ 

ture] an individual example of a particular 
thing □ That was a piece of luck! □ an interesting 
piece of information □ It's an excellent piece of 
work/writing. -3. games one of a set of objects 
that are moved by players in some board 
games, e.g. chess or checkers □ a chess piece. 
-4. [of music, art] a single work of art, music, 
drama, or journalism □ The "Emperor Concer¬ 
to" is one of Beethoven's best-known pieces. □ 
There was a piece about it in yesterday's paper. 
-5. a 50 cent/10 pence piece a coin that is 
worth 50 cents/10 pence □ a 10-cent piece. 

♦ piece together vt sep> to piece sthg together 
[story, truth] to gradually find out about sthg 
by deciding how the facts fit together □ 
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Gradually, we were able to piece together details 
of the crime. 

piece de resistance [us pi.esdsrezii'stams, gb 
pi,esdere'zista:ns] {pi pieces de resistance 
[pi.es-]) n the best or most important one of 
a group of things, e.g. works of art or 
courses of a meal □ The piece de resistance 
was an incredible salmon mousse. 

piecemeal ['pi:smi;l] o adj [change, withdrawal] 

that happens gradually, a little at a time, 
o adv [change, withdraw] The town was rebuilt 
piecemeal after the war. 

piecework ['pi:sw3:rk] « work that is paid ac¬ 
cording to the amount of work somebody 
does, and not according to the amount of 
time they spend doing it. 

pie chart « a circle divided into sections by 
lines drawn from the center, used to show 
how something, e.g. the population or mon¬ 
ey, is divided into different groups. 

pied-a-terre [pi,eida:'te3r] (pi pieds-a-terre [pi- 
,eid-]) « a small house or apartment, usually 
in a town, that is owned by somebody liv¬ 
ing somewhere else who only uses it some 
of the time. 

Pied Piper [.paid-]: the Pied Piper in German 
folk stories, a musician who took all the rats 
away from the town of Hamelin by playing 
his flute. When the people of the town re¬ 
fused to pay him, he took all the children 
away. 

pier [piar] n a long wooden or metal structure 
that sticks out into the sea, is used for peo¬ 
ple to walk on, and often has amusement 
arcades or a small theater built on it. 

pierce [piars] vt -1. to make a small hole in or 
through <sthg> with a sharp object □ Pierce 
the film several times with a fork and microwave 
for four minutes. ■ to have one's ears pierced 
to have small holes made in parts of one’s 
ears, so that one can wear earrings. -2. to be 
suddenly heard, seen, or felt through the 
darkness, silence etc □ A flashlight pierced the 
darkness. 

pierced [pi3rst] adj [ear, nose] that has been 
pierced so that one can wear earrings or 
rings. 

piercing [’pia’sirj] adj -1. [sound, scream] that is 
unpleasantly high and loud □ He blew into the 
instrument and produced high, piercing notes. 
-2. [wind] that is very cold and strong. 
-3. [eyes] that are very bright and seem able 
to see and understand things very clearly □ 
piercing blue eyes □ She gave me a piercing look. 

piety fpaiati] n strong belief in and respect for 
God, shown by one’s behavior. 

Pig fpig] (pt & pp pigged, com pigging) « -1. an 
animal that is usually pink, has a flat nose, 
short legs, and a short curly tail, and is of¬ 
ten kept on farms for its meat. -2. a person 
who eats too much, or who eats in a greedy 
and untidy way (informal and disapproving 
use) □ Try to eat properly and stop being such a 
pig! m to make a pig of oneself to eat a lot of 
food at one time □ I made such a pig of myself 
at Mark's yesterday. -3. a word used to refer 

to somebody one thinks is unkind or un¬ 
pleasant (informal and disapproving use). □ You 
pig! You've taken my jacket again! 

♦ pig out vi to eat a lot of food at one time 
(informal use) □ If we go to the pizza place we 
can really pig out. 

pigeon ['pid3an] {pi pigeon or pigeons) n a bird 
that often lives in cities and has a small 
head, a large body, and gray or white feath¬ 
ers. Some types of pigeon are used to carry 
messages. 

pigeon-chested [-’tjestad] adj [person] who 
has a narrow chest that sticks out at the 
front. 

pigeonhole ['pid33nhoul] o n one of the 
square compartments in a wooden frame¬ 
work attached to a wall or on a desk, where 
messages, mail, or documents are left for 
somebody or kept □ Was there anything in my 
pigeonhole? o vt [person, job, policy] to decide 
that <sb/sthg> is a particular type of person 
or thing, even if this is not completely true 
□ They pigeonholed her as a feminist. 

pigeon-toed [-toud] adj [person] whose feet 
point slightly toward each other when they 
are standing or walking. 

piggish ['pigif] adj [manners, behavior, person] 

very rude and unpleasant. 

Piggy t'pigi] {compar piggier, superl piggiest, pi 
piggies) o adj [eyes, face] that makes some¬ 
body look like a pig. o n a word used by 
young children to refer to a pig (informal 
use). 

piggyback ['pigibaek] n to give sb a piggyback 
(ride) to carry sb, especially a child, on one’s 
back, supporting their legs with one’s arms. 

piggybank ['pigibaegk] n a child’s money box, 
often in the shape of a pig, with a narrow 
space at the top to put coins in. 

pigheaded fpig'hedad] adj [person, attitude, be¬ 

havior] unreasonably stubborn □ She can be so 
pigheaded sometimes. 

piglet ['pigbt] « a young pig. 

pigment ['pigmant] n -1. [in hair, skin, plants] a 
natural substance that gives something its 
color. -2. a powder that is mixed with a liq¬ 
uid to make paint, dyes etc. 

pigmentation [.pigman'teifn] n [of skin, hair, 

plants] the natural coloring produced by pig¬ 
ment. 

pigmy ['pigmi] {pi pigmies) n = pygmy. 

pigpen ['pigpen] n farming = pigsty. 

pigskin ['pigskin] n the leather made from the 
skin of pigs □ a pigskin bag/strap. 

pigsty [ pigstai] {pi pigsties) n -1. farming a 
closed area or building where pigs are kept. 
-2. a very dirty messy place □ This place is a 
complete pigsty! 

pigswill [’pigswil] n -1. farming food given to 
pigs. -2. food of very poor quality (informal 
use). 

pigtail ['pigteil] n one of two bunches of long 
hair braided or tied together so that they 
hang on either side of one’s face or head; a 
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single bunch of hair braided or tied together 
so that it hangs down one’s back. 

pike [paik] (pi sense 1 only pike or pikes) n -1. a 
large freshwater fish with sharp teeth that 
eats other fish. -2. military a kind of spear 
used by soldiers in the past. 

pilaster [pi1 laestor] n a decorative rectangular 
column forming part of the wall of a build¬ 
ing. 

pilchard [’piltJVd] n a small saltwater fish of¬ 
ten sold in cans as food. 

pile [pail] on-1. [of sand, washing) a quantity 
of something that is gathered together and 
forms a single mass that is higher in the 
middle than at the sides; [of books, plates, 

bricks] a tidy collection of objects, usually of 
the same kind, placed on top of each other 
□ a pile of old newspapers, m piles or a pile of 
sthg [of money, work] a lot of sthg (informal 
use) □ He made piles of money. -2. [of carpet, 

velvet] the soft surface of a material formed 
by short threads or fibers, 

o vf [papers, books, logs] to make a pile of <a 
number of things> □ She piled the plates neat¬ 
ly In the sink. ■ to be piled with sthg to be 
filled or covered with a large quantity of 
sthg □ The sink was piled (high) with dirty plates. 

♦ piles npl medicine = hemorrhoids. 

♦ pile in vi [spectators, passengers] to enter 
somewhere together in an uncontrolled way 
(informal use) □ / opened the door and they all 
piled in. 

♦ pile into vt fus to pile into sthg [car, bus, 

house] to enter sthg in an uncontrolled way 
as a group (informal use) □ We all piled into the 
back of the truck. 

♦ pile out vi [spectators, passengers] to leave 
somewhere together in an uncontrolled way 
(informal use) □ Even before the final whistle the 
crowds were piling out of the stadium. 

♦ pile up o vt sep to pile sthg up [books, pa¬ 

pers, logs] to make a pile of a lot of sthg □ 
He piled the plates up on one side of the sink. 
o vi [work, debts, evidence] to increase gradu¬ 
ally in quantity □ The bills just keep piling up. 

pile driver « a machine for forcing heavy 
posts into the ground as supports for build¬ 
ings, bridges etc. 

pileup ['paiUp] n a crash involving a line of 
vehicles in which each one has hit the back 
of the one in front □ There was a massive 
pileup on the freeway. 

pilfer [’pilf3r] o vt [food, clothing, supplies! to 
steal small quantities of <sthg>. o vi: He 
was caught pilfering from the supermarket. 

pilgrim [’pilgrim] n a person who goes on a 
pilgrimage. 

♦ Pilgrims npl the Pilgrims the first English 
people who settled in America. They went 
there to follow their religious beliefs freely. 

pilgrimage [’pilgramids] n a journey to a holy 
place for religious reasons □ Their aim is to 
make/go on a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Pilgrim Fathers npl = Pilgrims. 

pill [pil] n -1. medicine medicine in the form of 
a small, rounded, solid object that is swal¬ 

lowed □ He has to take pills for his high blood 
pressure. -2. the pill a hormone taken in pill 
form by women as a contraceptive. ■ to be 
on the pill to use the pill regularly □ She said 
she was on the pill. 

pillage [’pilid3] o n violent robbery and de¬ 
struction, especially by an army in wartime, 
o vt [houses, town, area] to attack and rob <a 
place> in a violent destructive way, espe¬ 
cially in wartime. 

pillar [’pibr] n a tall column, usually of stone, 
used as a support for a building or as a 
monument. ■ to be a pillar of sthg [of a com¬ 

munity, church] to be an influential and active 
member or supporter of sthg. ■ a pillar of 
strength a person who is emotionally strong 
and gives support to other people. 

pillar box « GB a red public mailbox shaped 
like a vertical cylinder that is found in the 
street. 

pillbox [’pilbDks] n -1. a small round box for 
keeping pills in. -2. military a small, usually 
circular, concrete shelter for soldiers from 
which a gun can be fired. 

pillion [ piljan] « to ride pillion to travel on a 
motorcycle, sitting behind the driver. 

pillory [’pibri] (pi pillories, pt & pp pilloried) 
On a wooden framework with holes for the 
neck and wrists of criminals who were 
locked there in the past to be punished and 
humiliated, o vt to criticize <sb/sthg> very 
strongly in public □ His opinions were pilloried 
in the press. 

pillow [’piloo] n -1. [on a bed] a rectangular 
cushion used to support one’s head in bed. 
-2. US [on a chair, sofa] a small decorative 
cushion. 

pillowcase [’piloukeis], pillowslip [’pilouslip] n 
a cloth cover for a pillow that can be re¬ 
moved and washed. 

pilot [’paibt] o n -1. aviation a person who is 
trained to fly an aircraft □ a helicopter/fighter 
pilot □ The crash was apparently due to pilot er¬ 
ror. -2. shipping a person who comes onto a 
ship in order to steer it through a difficult 
section of water, e.g. a harbor entrance. 
-3. tv a TV program that, if it is popular, 
may be continued as a series □ They've been 
making a pilot for a new drama series. 
o comp [project, scheme, study] that is carried 
out on a small scale to see if it is worth do¬ 
ing on a larger scale. 
o vt -1. aviation [plane, helicopter] to fly <an 
aircraft>. -2. shipping [ferry, tanker] to act as 
the pilot of <a ship>. -3. [law, bill, plan] to 
introduce and support the progress of 
<sthg> □ Senator Dilkin successfully piloted the 
bill through Congress. -4. [project, system] to 
test <sthg> on a small scale to see if it is 
worth doing on a larger scale □ An identity 
card system is being piloted in some cities. 

pilot light, pilot burner n a small flame, e.g. 
in a gas stove, that bums constantly and is 
used to light the main flame. 

pimento [pi'mentou] (pi pimento or pimentos) 
« a sweet pepper □ a red/yellow/green pimento. 
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pimp [pimp] n a man who controls prostitutes 
and takes part of the money they earn (in¬ 
formal use). 

pimple 1'pimpl] « a small red spot on one’s 
skin, especially on one’s face. 

pimply ['pimpli] (compar pimplier, superl pimpli- 
est) adj [face, skin] that has pimples □ a pimply 
teenager. 

pin [pin] (pt & pp pinned, cont pinning) o « 

-1. [for fabric] a short piece of very fine metal 
with a sharp point at one end and a round 
head at the other, used to hold together 
pieces of fabric. ■ to have pins and needles to 
have an unpleasant feeling, in a part of one’s 
body caused by blood returning after being 
cut off by pressure, e.g. because one has 
been sitting or lying in an uncomfortable 
position □ / have pins and needles in my foot/ 
legs. ■ to be on pins and needles US to be 
very nervous or excited about something 
that is going to happen, but that one is not 
certain about □ / was on pins and needles all 
day waiting for the result. -2. a safety pin. 
-3. US a piece of jewelry that is attached to 
clothes using a pin at the back, worn by 
women on blouses, jackets etc. -4. tech¬ 
nology a metal or wooden peg used to sup¬ 
port things, hold things together etc o Doc¬ 
tors inserted a metal pin in his leg. -5. [on a gre¬ 

nade] a clip on a hand grenade that stops it 
exploding until it is removed. -6. the pin 
golf the flagpole that shows players where 
the hole in the green is. -7. GB electricity 
one of the metal parts on an electric plug 
which fit into a wall socket □ a two-/three-pin 
plug. 

o vt -1. to pin sthg on or to sthg [piece of 
cloth, medal, notice] to attach sthg with a pin 
or pins to sthg else o She had a brooch pinned 
to her jacket. -2. to pin sb against or to sthg 
[against a wall, to the floor] to hold sb firmly 
against sthg so that they are unable to move 
□ He pinned me against the wall with his arms. 
-3. to pin sthg on sb [crime] to show that sb 
is responsible for sthg (informal use) □ They're 
trying to pin the blame on me! 

♦ pin down vt sep -1. to pin sthg down to de¬ 
fine or identify sthg exactly □ / know there's 
something wrong but it's hard to pin down. -2. to 
pin sb down to force sb to be definite about 
something □ We must try and pin him down to 
a schedule. 

♦ pin up vt sep -1. to pin sthg up [poster, no¬ 
tice] to pin sthg on a wall. -2. to pin sthg up 
[hem, sleeve, hair] to pin sthg so that the end 
is in a higher position □ She'd pinned her hair 
up into a bun. 

PIN [pin] (abbr of personal identification num¬ 
ber) n = PIN number. 

pinafore ['pin3fo:r] n a kind of apron with a 
strap that goes around one’s neck and that 
covers one’s chest. 

pinafore dress n GB a kind of dress without 
sleeves that is worn over a blouse or other 
garment. 

pinball ['pinbail] n a game played on a ma¬ 
chine like a large sloping box with a glass 

cover. A steel ball inside rolls down toward 
the player, who tries to send it back up the 
slope and score points by hitting targets, 
using movable parts controlled by buttons 
on the side of the machine. 

pinball machine, pinball table n a machine 
on which pinball is played. 

pincers ['pins3rz] npl -1. a tool consisting of 
two crossed pieces of metal hinged in the 
middle and with curved parts at one end 
that are used to grip things, e.g. a nail that 
must be pulled out of wood □ a pair of pin¬ 
cers □ / need some pincers. -2. [of a crab, lob¬ 
ster] the front claws of some shellfish. 

pinch [pint/] o vt -1. [arm, cheek, person] to 
squeeze <sb/sthg> tightly between one’s 
thumb and forefinger □ / had to pinch myself 
to make sure I wasn't dreaming. □ / can't believe 
it! He pinched my bottom! -2. [money, car, 
clothes] to steal <sthg> (informal use) □ She's 
pinched all my favorite records, 

o vi [shoes] to hurt somebody by being too 
tight. 
o « -1. the act of pinching somebody or 
something with one’s fingers □ She gave him 
a pinch to wake him up. ■ to feel the pinch to 
be suffering because one does not have 
enough money □ Everyone is feeling the pinch 
in the current recession. -2. [of salt, sugar, pow¬ 
der] a small amount of something, about as 
much as one can hold between one’s thumb 
and forefinger □ Add a pinch of nutmeg. 

♦ in a pinch us, at a pinch gb adv if there is 
no other alternative a In a pinch we could 
probably fit another person in. 

pinched [pint/t] adj -1. [look, face] that is thin, 
pale, and looks tired □ Her face was pinched 
with cold/hunger. -2. to be pinched for sthg [for 
time, money] not to have enough of sthg. 

pincushion ['pinko/n] n a very small cushion 
that pins are stuck into when they are not 
being used. 

pine [pain] o n a tall evergreen tree with 
needle-shaped leaves and brown cones; the 
wood of this tree □ a pine forest □ a pine 
table/kitchen. o vi to be very unhappy be¬ 
cause one is missing somebody or some¬ 
thing very much □ She's pining for her 
friends. 

♦ pine away vi to become weaker and slow¬ 
ly die from pining □ After his wife died, he just 
pined away. 

pineapple ['painaepl] n a large oval tropical 
fruit with sweet yellow flesh, tough, brown, 
knobbly skin, and thin hard leaves growing 
out of the top; the flesh of this fruit □ pine¬ 
apple juice. 

pinecone [’painkoon] n a small, brown, oval 
object that grows on a pine tree and con¬ 
tains seeds. 

pine needle n a thin, sharp, dark-green leaf 
that grows on a pinetree. 

pinetree ['paintri:] « a pine. 

pinewood [’painwod] n -1. an area full of 
pinetrees. -2. the wood of the pinetree □ The 
furniture is made from pinewood. 
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ping [pig] o n a short, sharp, ringing sound 
made when a hard object hits metal, glass 
etc □ There was a loud ping as the strap broke, 
o vt [bell, metal] to make a ping □ It will ping 
when the food's ready. 

Ping-Pong™ n table tennis. 

pinhole ['pinhoul] n a small hole made by a 
pin or something similar, 

pinion [‘pmjan] o « technology a small cog¬ 
wheel that drives or is driven by a larger 
cogwheel, o vt to tie or hold <sb> by their 
arms or legs to prevent them from moving, 

pink [pigk] o adj [cheeks, dress, flowers] of a 
color between red and white. ■ to turn or go 
pink to become red in the face because of 
embarrassment □ When I mentioned it he 
turned pink, o n -1. a color between red and 
white □ a lovely shade of pink. -2. gardening a 
garden plant with sweet-smelling pink, 
white, or red flowers. 

pinkie ['pigki] « one’s little finger (humorous 
and informal use). 

pinking ['pigkig] n GB auto metallic knocking 
sounds made by an engine that is not run¬ 
ning properly. 

pinking scissors, pinking shears np>l scissors 
that have a row of V-shapes along the edges 
of the blades, used to cut material so that it 
does not fray □ a pair of pinking scissors. 

pin money n small amounts of extra money 
saved or earned, especially by a married 
woman, for personal expenses, 

pinnacle [’pinakl] n -1. the pinnacle of sthg [of 

success, one's career] the highest point of 
something □ He had reached the pinnacle of 
fame. -2. [of a mountain] a pointed mountain 
peak. -3. [of a building] the pointed top part 
of a church spire, tower etc. 

PIN number n a number that a person uses 
with a special card in order to use a cash 
dispenser to take out money, check their 
balance etc. 

Pinocchio [pi'noukiou] a wooden puppet in a 
fairy story who is brought to life. When he 
lies his nose grows longer, 

pinpoint ['pinpoint] vt -1. [cause, danger] to 
identify <sthg> exactly □ / was unable to pin¬ 
point the source of the problem. -2. [position, tar¬ 

get] to find or show the exact location of 
<sthg> □ He pinpointed it on the map. 

pinprick ['pinprik] n a small mark or hole 
made by the point of a pin or something 
similar; the feeling one has when this kind 
of point touches one’s skin, 

pin-striped adj [suit, cloth] that has very thin, 
vertical, white stripes on a dark background, 

pint [paint] n -1. a unit (US 0.473 liters, GB 

0.568 liters) for measuring liquids □ a pint of 
milk. -2. GB a pint of beer □ Do you feel like go¬ 
ing for a pint? □ a pint of lager. 

pint-size(d) adj very small (informal use), 

pinup [’pinAp] n a picture of an attractive or 
famous person for pinning up on a wall, 
door etc; a person who often appears in this 
type of picture □ The walls were covered with 
pinups. □ She was a famous 1940s pinup. 

pioneer [,pare'nrer] o n -1. [in a place] a person 
who is one of the first to settle in and de¬ 
velop an area or country □ one of the early 
Spanish pioneers. -2. [in a subject] a person 
who is one of the first to study and develop 
a new area of activity or knowledge □ a pio¬ 
neer of modern medicine/new political thinking. □ 
He was a pioneer in the field of quantum mechan¬ 
ics. o vt [activity, invention, process] to act as a 
pioneer in the development or introduction 
of <sthg> □ She pioneered the use of plastic, ra¬ 
ther than metal, for the process. 

pioneering [,pare'nrerig] adj [work, research] 

that is the first to introduce or develop a 
new activity or knowledge □ a pioneering 
study of the Brazilian rain forest. 

pious ['paras] adj -1. [person] who behaves in a 
way that shows sincere respect for their reli¬ 
gion □ a very pious man. -2. [comments, behav¬ 

ior, expression] that somebody intends to 
seem sincere but which is seen by other 
people to be false (disapproving use). 

piously ['paresli] adv [behave, act, say] see pious 
(disapproving use). 

pip [pip] n GB [in an apple, orange, lemon] a seed 
from a fruit □ an apple/lemon pip. 

♦ pips tipi the pips the series of short high- 
pitched notes used on the radio or tele¬ 
phone as a way of showing what time it is. 

pipe [paip] on-1. [for water, oil, gas] a tube for 
carrying liquids or gases □ a gas/hot water 
pipe □ a metal pipe. -2. [for smoking] an object 
consisting of a tube with a small bowl at 
one end that is used for smoking tobacco □ 
a man smoking a pipe. -3. music any musical 
instrument that is shaped like a narrow tube 
and is played by blowing air through it □ an 
organ pipe, o vt -1. to move <a liquid or gas> 
through pipes □ The gas is piped underground. 
-2. to play <music> over loudspeakers in a 
public place □ They were piping some awful 
electronic music over the loudspeakers. 

♦ pipes npl the pipes music the bagpipes □ / 
could hear some pipes playing in the distance. 

♦ pipe down vi to stop talking or making a 
noise (informal use) □ Pipe down, will you! 

♦ pipe up vi to begin to speak suddenly or 
unexpectedly (informal use) □ It was Sophie 
who piped up with the answer. 

pipe cleaner n a flexible length of wire cov¬ 
ered in soft material, used for cleaning in¬ 
side a tobacco pipe. 

piped music [.paipt-J « recorded music played 
continuously over loudspeakers in public 
places, e.g. supermarkets or restaurants, 

pipe dream n something that one wants to 
happen in the future but that is not likely to 
happen or is impossible □ Moving abroad? It's 
just a pipe dream at the moment. 

pipeline ['paiplain] n a very long, large, metal 
pipe made in separate sections for carrying 
oil, gas etc over long distances □ an oil/a gas 
pipeline. ■ to be in the pipeline to be in prepa¬ 
ration □ Major changes are in the pipeline. 

piper ['paipsr] n a musician who plays the 
bagpipes □ We heard a piper in the distance. 
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piping hot ['paipig-] adj [food, coffee, soup] 
very hot □ Be careful, the water's piping hot. 

pipsqueak ['pipskwiik] n a person, especially a 
child, who acts as if they are more impor¬ 
tant than they really are (disapproving use), 

piquant [’pi:ka:nt] adj -1. [food] that tastes hot. 
-2. [situation, story] full of meaning, 

pique [pi:k] « anger that one feels because 
one’s pride has been hurt □ He resigned in a 
fit of pique. 

piracy ['pairasi] n -1. [at sea] robbery carried 
out by pirates □ an act of piracy. -2. [of video 
tape, music, software] the act of copying and 
selling something illegally, 

piranha [pi'rains] n a small South American 
freshwater fish with sharp teeth that eats 
meat. 

pirate ['pairat] o comp [video, cassette, edition] 
that is copied illegally to be sold □ Pirate 
copies of the movie have flooded the market, o n 
-1. shipping a person who attacks and robs 
ships at sea. -2. business a person who 
copies and sells videos, cassettes etc illegal¬ 
ly. o vt [videotape, music, software] to copy 
and sell <sthg> illegally, 

pirate radio n GB radio stations that broad¬ 
cast programs illegally □ a pirate radio station. 

pirouette fpiru'et] o n a fast turn made by a 
ballet dancer while balancing on one foot, 
o vi to perform a pirouette. 

Pisces [’paisiiz] « a sign of the zodiac, often 
represented by two fish; a person bom un¬ 
der this sign between February 20 and 
March 20. 

pissv [pis] (very informal use) o tt -1. urine. ■ 
to have a piss to urinate. -2. to take the piss 
out of sb/sthg GB to make fun of sb/sthg. 
o vi to urinate. 

♦ piss offv o vt sep to piss sb off to make sb 
angry, o vi GB to go away. ■ piss off! a 
phrase used to tell somebody to go away. 

pissedv [pist] adj (very informal use) -1. to be 
pissed US to be annoyed. -2. to be pissed GB 
to be drunk. 

pissed offv adj to be pissed off to be annoyed 
(very informal use). 

pistachio [pi'staefiou] {pi pistachios) « a pista¬ 
chio (nut} a small nut that is green inside the 
shell. 

piste [pi:st] «GBa track in snow for skiing on 
□ skiing on the piste. 

pistol ['pisti] n a small handgun, 

piston ['pistsn] h a cylinder-shaped part of an 
engine whose movement up and down in¬ 
side a cylinder makes the other parts of the 
engine move. 

pit [pit] {pt & pp pitted, cotit pitting) o tt -1. [in 

the ground] a large, usually deep hole □ They 
had dug a deep pit to bury the waste. □ a burial 
pit. -2. [in a road, metal, glass] a small shallow 
hole in the surface of something; [in one's 

skin] a small hollow scar left by a disease 
such as smallpox. -3. [in a theater] = orchestra 
pit. -4. a coalmine □ He's worked down the pit 
all his life. -5. a quarry □ a chalk/clay pit. -6. US 

[of a cherry, plum] the hard seed in the center 
of some fruits. -7. the pit of one's stomach 
the part of the stomach where people say 
they can feel an emotion such as fear □ / had 
this terrible feeling in the pit of my stomach, 
o vt to be pitted against sb to compete with 
sb in a test of strength, endurance etc □ We 
were pitted against people with twice our experi¬ 
ence. ■ to pit one's wits against sb to com¬ 
pete with sb in a test of intelligence □ an op¬ 
portunity to pit your wits against the experts. 

♦ pits tipi -1. the pits sport the area on a mo¬ 
tor racing track where cars stop for fuel, tire 
changes, repairs etc. -2. the pits the worst 
possible example of something (informal use) 
□ This program is the pits! □ This really is the 
pits! I'm leaving! 

pita bread [ piita ] us, pitta bread [ pita-] gb n 
a type of small flat bread that is hollow in 
the center and can be used to put meat, sal¬ 
ad etc in. 

pit bull (terrier) n a large dog with a short 
smooth coat, originally bred for fighting. 

pitch [pitJ] o n -1. music [of a sound, note, voice] 

a measure of how high or low a sound is □ 
His voice reached an even higher pitch. -2. [of a 

feeling] the strength of a feeling □ Tension 
reached such a pitch that troops were called in to 
restore order. -3. [to a customer, crowd] the 
things somebody says when they are trying 
to persuade somebody else to do something, 
e.g. to buy something □ Then he gave her his 
pitch about how nice it was in Majorca in August. 
-4. [of a ship, plane] the upward and down¬ 
ward movement of the front part of a ship 
or aircraft. -5. [for a boat, roof] a sticky black 
substance that comes from melting tar and 
is used, e.g. on a ship, to seal gaps and pre¬ 
vent water from passing through. -6. GB 
sport an area of ground on which a particu¬ 
lar sport is played □ a soccer/cricket pitch, 
o vt -1. [ball, coin] to throw <sthg> in a par¬ 
ticular direction after aiming first □ Karl 
pitched the bottle up in the air/into the lake. ■ to 
be pitched into sthg to be suddenly forced 
into sthg that is difficult to deal with □ / was 
suddenly pitched into a completely new working 
environment. -2. to set <a price> at a particu¬ 
lar level o Our prices are pitched very competi¬ 
tively. -3. [talk, exam] to write, give, or design 
<sthg> in a way that is suitable for a partic¬ 
ular audience □ Try to pitch it at a level they will 
understand. -4. to pitch a tent to put a tent 
up. ■ to pitch camp to set up one’s camp, 
o vi -1. [ball] to bounce off the ground in a 
particular way after being thrown □ The ball 
pitched up suddenly into my face. -2. [passenger] 

to move suddenly and violendy in a particu¬ 
lar direction □ IA/e all pitched forward as the 
driver hit the brakes. -3. [ship, aircraft] to move 
along with the front part rising or falling 
suddenly and violently □ The boat suddenly 
pitched forward throwing everyone to the ground. 

♦ pitch in vi -1. to help somebody by doing 
the same job they are doing □ If you pitch in 
we can finish in time. -2. to help somebody 
with a job, task etc by giving them some¬ 
thing □ We all pitched in with a few dollars. 
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pitch-black adj completely dark □ It's pitch- 
black outside. 

pitched [pitj't] adj a pitched roof a roof that 
slopes and is not flat. 

pitched battle « -1. a fight in which the two 
groups of people involved stay in one place 
□ There was a pitched battle between police and 
demonstrators. -2. a long angry dispute, 

pitcher ['pitJV] n -1. [for water, wine) a jug □ a 
wine pitcher. -2. sport the player in baseball 
who throws the ball toward the player from 
the other team who tries to hit it. 

pitchfork ['pitJTark] n a tool consisting of a 
long handle and two or three prongs, used 
for lifting and moving hay, grass etc. 

piteous ['pitias] adj [cry, sight, condition] that 
causes one to feel pity, 

piteously ['pitiasli] adv [cry, howl] see piteous, 

pitfall ['prtfosl] n [of success, a policy] a problem 
or difficulty that can happen to one in a par¬ 
ticular activity or situation □ There are many 
pitfalls involved in starting up a new business. 

pith [piG] n the thin white substance between 
the skin and the flesh of fruits such as or¬ 
anges or lemons. 

pithead ['pithed] n the entrance to a coalmine 
and the buildings, machinery etc around it. 

pith helmet n a large light hat made of hard 
material and worn in very hot countries, es¬ 
pecially in the past, to protect one’s head 
from the sun. 

pithy ['pi0i] (compar pithier, superl pithiest) adj 
[comment, description, advice] that is intelligent 
and expressed in a short clear way. 

pitiable ['pitiabl] adj -1. [person, appearance, 

state] that causes one to feel pity. -2. [excuse, 

effort] that one considers to be worthless, 

pitiful [’pitifl] adj -1. [condition, sight] that is so 
sad that one feels pity □ / could hear their piti¬ 
ful cries for help. -2. [excuse, wage] that is so 
bad that one considers it to be worthless □ 
He made a pitiful attempt at singing. 

pitifully ['pitifli] adv -1. to be pitifully ill/thin to 
be so ill/thin that other people feel pity for 
one □ He was a pitifully weak and frail old man. 
□ She was crying pitifully. -2. pitifully bad/low 
so bad/low that one considers it to be 
worthless □ a pitifully small wage. 

pitiless ['pitibs] adj -1. [killer, cruelty] that 
shows no pity □ a pitiless tyrant. -2. [wind, sun] 

strong and unpleasant □ the pitiless desert 
sun. 

pit Stop n a stop made by a racing driver dur¬ 
ing a race to get more fuel, change tires etc. 

pitta bread n GB = pita bread, 

pittance f'pitns] « a very small amount of 
money □ They work long hours for a mere pit¬ 
tance. 

pitted f'pitad] adj -1. [skin, face] covered in 
small hollow scars, e.g. as a result of small¬ 
pox □ His face was pitted with scars. -2. [metal, 

leather] covered in small shallow holes □ The 
car was pitted with rust. 

pitter-patter ['pit3rpaetar] n [of raindrops, foot¬ 

steps] a quick, light, tapping sound. 

pituitary [us pi'tuiateri, GB -'tjuutari] (pi pitui- 
taries) « the pituitary (gland) a small gland at 
the lower part of one’s brain that produces 
hormones that affect body growth and de¬ 
velopment. 

pity I'piti] (pt & pp pitied) o « -i. a feeling of 
sadness that one has for somebody who is 
suffering or who is having bad luck □ / feel 
nothing but pity for him. m to take or have pity 
on sb to help sb because one feels pity for 
them □ She took pity on him because he said he 
had nowhere to live. -2. it’s a pity it’s disap¬ 
pointing, sad, or frustrating □ It's a pity (that) 
you couldn't come. □ It's a great pity to have to 
give up now. m (what a) pity! a phrase used to 
show that one is disappointed or sad about 
something □ What a pity (that) she couldn't take 
you with her! □ Pity! I was looking forward to it. 
o vt to feel pity for <sb> □ His wife's the one 
I pity. 

pitying ['pitnrj] adj [look, smile] that shows 
pity. 

pivot ['pivat] o n -1. a fixed central point or 
object on which something turns or bal¬ 
ances □ The propellor spins around a metal pivot. 
-2. [of an argument, group of people, somebody's 
life] the basic idea, person, or thing at the 
center of something □ Mr Perez is the pivot 
around which the coalition revolves, o vi -1. to 
turn on a pivot or as if on a pivot □ He pivot¬ 
ed on his heels. -2. to pivot on sthg to depend 
on sthg □ Everything pivots on her decision. 

pixel [’piksl] « the smallest unit of an image 
on a computer screen. 

pixie, pixy ['piksi] (pi pixies) « a small imagi¬ 
nary creature in children’s stories, 

pizza fpirtsa] h a dish consisting of a flat 
round piece of dough baked in an oven and 
covered in cheese, tomato sauce, and other 
kinds of food. 

pizzazz [ps'zasz] n a quality that makes some¬ 
body or something exciting and attractive 
(informal use) □ We want someone for the job 
who has lots of pizzazz. 

Pk abbr of park. 

PI abbr of place. 

P & L k abbr of profit and loss, 

placard ['plaeka:rd] n a notice carried on a stick 
in a march, demonstration etc. 

placate [US 'pleikeit, GB pb'keit] vt to make 
<sb> calm, especially by doing or saying 
something to please them □ It's no use trying 
to placate him, he's furious. 

placatory [US 'pleikatoiri, GB pb'keitari] adj [re¬ 
mark, gesture] intended to placate somebody, 

place [pleis] o n -1. a general word used to 
describe where something is or happens, or 
where somebody works, lives etc □ Keep an 
eye open for a good place to stop. □ Provence is 
a lovely place. □ There are plenty of places to eat 
in town. □ We're looking for a cheap place to 
rent. □ There's a place called Guadalonge some¬ 
where on the coast. □ These people have no 
place to live. ■ one's place of birth the town 
where one was bom (formal use). -2. a par¬ 
ticular point or position in a larger area □ 
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Show me the place where it hurts. □ The fabric 
was torn in several places. -3. the proper posi¬ 
tion of a person or thing □ If you must borrow 
my books, at least put them back in their place. ■ 
everything fell into place it became possible 
to understand the connection between a se¬ 
ries of different facts or events □ Once we 
knew he was ill, things or everything fell into 
place. ■ to put sb in their place to stop sb 
from behaving as though they were more 
intelligent or important than they really are 
□ He was trying to boss me around, but I soon 
put him in his place! -4. (to do something] a suit¬ 
able time to do or say something □ This 
seems like a good place to mention next month's 
meeting. -5. [for living in] somebody’s home □ 
There's a party at Tim's place tonight. □ Let's go 
back to my place for coffee. -6. (in a theater, 

classroom, on a plane) an available seat where 
somebody can sit □ There's an empty place at 
the end of the row. -7. [at a table! a space in 
which knives, forks, spoons etc are arranged 
for one person to use at a meal □ We can 
easily set another place for dinner. -8. [on a com¬ 

mittee, at a college, in a team] the right to be 
on a course or be a member of a team, com¬ 
mittee etc o I've applied for a place on a journal¬ 
ism course. -9. [of a person, country] the posi¬ 
tion of somebody or something in relation 
to other people or things in the same or¬ 
ganization, society, system etc □ It’s not my 
place to question his decisions. □ the place of 
Europe in world affairs. -10. first/second/third 
place first/second/third position in the result 
of a competition, exam etc □ He finished the 
race in fourth place. -11. [in a book, line] the 
point one has reached in a book, speech, 
line of people etc □ Don't shut the book or I'll 
lose my place. □ Could you keep my place in line 
while I go and buy something? -12. math = deci¬ 
mal place. -13. in the first place a phrase used 
to describe what happened or went wrong 
at the beginning of a series of events □ He 
should never have been told about it in the first 
place! ■ in the first place... and in the second 
place phrases used to list reasons or expla¬ 
nations for something □ In the first place, he 
wasn't there, and in the second place, I wouldn't 
have spoken to him if he had been. -14. phrases 
to take place [event, accident, ceremony) to 
happen or be held □ The wedding will take 
place on August 16th. □ The meeting will no long¬ 
er take place as planned, m to take the place of 
sb/sthg to replace sb/sthg □ Who will take her 
place on the team when she leaves? 
O vt -1. to put <sthg> in a particular posi¬ 
tion, especially carefully or intentionally □ 
She placed a hand over my mouth. □ Someone 
had placed a vase of flowers beside my bed. 
-2. to put <sb> in a particular situation □ 
That would mean placing a lot of innocent people 
in danger. -3. to place blame/stress on sthg to 
blame/stress sthg □ They feel more emphasis 
should be placed on the role of training. -4. I 
can't place him/her I can’t remember who 
he/she is, or where I last met them □ I recog¬ 
nized his face, but I couldn't quite place him. 
-5. business to place an order to order goods 
to be sent to one. ■ to place a bet to make a 

bet. ■ to place an advertisement to pay for 
an advertisement to appear in a newspaper, 
magazine etc □ They've just placed an order 
with us for twenty computers. □ Ladies and 
gentlemen, please place your bets. □ Why not 
place an ad in the local paper? -6. to be placed 
sport to finish a race, competition etc in 
first, second, or third place □ The Canadian 
runner was placed second. 

♦ all over the place adv [search, lie] every¬ 
where □ People had come from all over the 
place to hear him speak. □ There were magazines 
and newspapers scattered all over the place. 

♦ in place adv -1. in the proper or normal 
position □ We put all the furniture back in place. 
□ Hold it in place while I nail it down. -2. ready 
to be used □ The new legislation/computer sys¬ 
tem is now in place. 

♦ in place of prep instead of <sb/sthg> □ 
Jane's assistant is going to the conference in my 
place. □ You can use honey in place of sugar. 

♦ out of place adv to look/feel out of place to 
look/feel as if one does not belong or fit in a 
particular situation □ He felt out of place 
among so many young people. 

placebo [pla’siibou] (pi placebos or placeboes) tt 
a substance that looks like a medical drug 
and is given to some of the people in a test 
to see if a real drug actually works. 

place card n a card with somebody’s name 
on it, used to show them where they should 
sit, e.g. at a dinner table. 

place kick n in football, rugby etc a kick at a 
ball that is held or has been placed ready on 
the ground. 

place mat n a mat that is put at each place 
setting on a table and on which plates are 
put. 

placement ['pleismant] n -1. the act or process 
of placing something in a particular position. 
-2. business a job for a fixed period, usually 
for a student to gain some experience in the 
work they are training for □ We try to put all 
our students on placement. □ a work placement 
program. 

placement service n us an agency, especially 
in a college or university, that helps people 
to find jobs. 

placenta [pls'senta] (pi placentas or placentae 
1-tir]) « the mass of flesh and veins attached 
to the fetus in the womb of a pregnant 
woman or female mammal and that comes 
out of the vagina after the baby is bom. 

place setting n the set of knives, forks, 
spoons, and glasses arranged on a table for 
the use of one person at a meal. 

placid ['plssad] adj -1. [person, animal] that is 
calm and does not easily get angry or excit¬ 
ed □ He has a very placid nature. -2. [sea, place] 
peaceful. 

placidly ['plaesadli] adv [say, smile] see placid. 

plagiarism ['pleid3arizm] n -1. something, that 
has been plagiarized. -2. the practice of pla¬ 
giarizing other people’s work or ideas. 

plagiarist ['pleid3arast] n a person who plagia¬ 
rizes other people’s work or ideas. 
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plagiarize, -ise ['pleid33raiz] vt [idea, words, 

piece of music) to copy <sthg> from some¬ 
body else and claim that it is one’s own. 

plague [pleig] o « -1. [of cholera, typhoid) an at¬ 
tack of a particular disease that spreads 
quickly and kills many people □ a cholera 
plague. -2. (the) plague a very infectious dis¬ 
ease that causes fever, swellings on one’s 
body, and death □ an outbreak of plague □ a 

plague victim, m to avoid sb/sthg like the 
plague to take great care to avoid sb/sthg. 
-3. [of rats, locusts] a very large number of 
unpleasant things that cause a lot of harm in 
one area and cannot be controlled □ a plague 
of red ants. 

o vt -1. to plague sb with sthg (with questions, 

complaints) to annoy sb repeatedly with sthg. 
-2. to be plagued by sthg [by bad luck, ill-health] 

to be continually affected by sthg. 

plaice fpleis] {pi plaice) « a flat sea fish with a 
brown body and white meat that is popular 
as food □ plaice fillets. 

plaid [plaed] n a fabric with a design of checks 
and crossing lines on it □ a plaid skirt. 

Plaid Cymru [,plaid'kAmri] n a Welsh national¬ 
ist political party whose aim is Welsh inde¬ 
pendence. 

plain [plein] o adj -1. [sweater, paper] that is all 
one color and has no pattern, marks etc on 
it □ a plain white shirt □ a plain envelope. -2. 
[food, design] that is simple and has little dec¬ 
oration □ He writes in a plain, uncomplicated 
style. -3. [fact, answer] clear and easy to un¬ 
derstand □ The reason is plain to see. □ It's plain 
(that) she's lying. □ The truth is plain to everyone. 
■ to make sthg plain to sb to make sure that 
sb understands sthg □ She made it plain to him 
that she couldn't go. -4. [statement, speaking] 

that is direct, honest, and sometimes of¬ 
fends people □ / just want the plain truth. □ / 
told him in plain English what I thought. 
-5. [madness, stupidity] complete □ It would be 
plain suicide to go back now. -6. [woman, girl] 

not pretty □ She's a nice girl, but rather plain, 
o adv [stupid, impossible] completely (informal 
use) □ You must be plain crazy! 
On a large area of flat land with few trees 
on it □ vast open plains □ A large town stood on 
the plain below. 

plain chocolate « GB chocolate that is darker 
and more bitter than milk chocolate, 

plain-clothes adj [policeman, detective] who is 
working in ordinary clothes and is not 
wearing a uniform. 

plain flour n GB flour that is not mixed with 
baking powder and does not make cookies, 
pastry etc rise when cooked in an oven. 
NOTE: Compare self-rising flour. 

plainly ['pleinli] adv -1. [upset, angry] obviously 
□ She was plainly not happy about the situation. □ 
Plainly, there was something wrong. -2. [dec¬ 

orate, dress, speak] see plain □ She dresses 
plainly for work. 

plain sailing n it's plain sailing GB it’s easy 
and there are no problems or difficulties □ 
Once they have agreed the terms of the loan it 
should be plain sailing from then on. 

Plains Indian n a member of'any of the Na¬ 
tive American peoples who lived in the 
Great Plains of North America before Euro¬ 
pean settlers arrived. 

plainspoken [,plem'spoukan] adj [person] who 
says what they think in a direct and honest 
way that sometimes offends people, 

plaintiff f'pleintif] n law a person who brings 
a case against somebody in court. 
NOTE: Compare defendant, 

plaintive ['pleintiv] adj [look, voice, song] that 
expresses sadness or suffering. 

plain yogurt n yogurt that has no added fla¬ 
vorings. 

plait [plaet] GB o vt [hair, rope, grass] to twist 
three or more lengths of <sthg> over and 
under each other to make one thick length, 
o n [of hair, rope, grass] a length of something 
that has been divided into three and plaited 
□ She wore her hair in plaits. 

plan [plasn] (ft & pp planned, cont planning) 
On-1. an arrangement for doing something 
in the future □ They drew up a plan designed to 
improve productivity. □ a government/company 
plan □ a marketing/pension/savings plan, m to go 
according to plan [event, campaign] to happen 
or progress as it was intended to □ Everything 
went according to plan. -2. [of a campaign, story] 
a general description of the main points of 
something □ All applicants must submit a re¬ 
search plan. -3. [of a new building, machine] a 
detailed technical drawing of something, es¬ 
pecially something that is going to be made 
or built; [of a house, room] the shape of some¬ 
thing and the way it is arranged into differ¬ 
ent parts □ an architect's plan a I haven't seen 
the new plans yet. 
o vt -1. [trip, takeover, career] to prepare for 
<sthg> by deciding how it is going to be 
done □ They're planning a new venture. □ The 
meeting will take place as planned. □ The test 
was planned for next week. -2. to plan to do 
sthg to intend to do sthg □ We're planning to 
leave tomorrow. -3. [garden, building] to design 
<sthg>; [book, speech] to decide and arrange 
the main points of <sthg> □ The houses were 
planned as homes for poor people. □ You should 
plan in advance what you're going to say. 
o vi to organize things in advance □ It is im¬ 
portant to plan ahead. 

♦ plans npl aims or intentions □ The new budg¬ 
et forced us to change our plans. □ Do you have 
any plans for tonight? 

♦ plan for vt fus to plan for sthg to prepare 
oneself for sthg that will happen in the fu¬ 
ture □ We hadn't planned for so many people. □ 
He's planning for his retirement. 

♦ plan on vt fus to plan on doing sthg to in¬ 
tend to do sthg □ What are you planning on do¬ 
ing tonight? □ / wasn't planning on going out. 

♦ plan out vt sep to plan sthg out [route, course 
of action] to plan sthg in detail. 

plane [plein] o n -1. aviation a vehicle for 
traveling in the air that has wings and at 
least one engine □ a passenger/fighter plane □ / 
took the 3:00pm plane from Detroit. -2. geo¬ 

metry a flat surface. -3. [of existence, thought, 
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emotion] a level □ She's on a higher intellectual 
plane. -4. [for wood] a tool with a flat bottom 
that has a blade in it for removing the rough 
edges of a wooden surface to make it 
smooth. -5. a plane tree, o adj [surface] flat, 
o vt [edge, surface] to move a plane along <a 
piece of wood> to make it smooth □ The 
bottom of the door needs planing. 

planet ['plaenat] « a large mass in space that 
moves around a star, e.g. Earth, Mars, or 
Venus. 

planetarium hplaena'teariam] {pi planetariums 
or planetaria [-ris]) n a building that contains 
an instrument that projects moving images 
of the stars and planets onto a curved ceil¬ 
ing made to look like the night sky. 

planetary [US 'plaenateri, GB -atari] adj [orbit, ex¬ 

ploration] that is connected with a planet, 

plane tree n a large tree with broad leaves 
that is often grown in towns, 

plank [plaerjk] « -1. construction a long flat 
piece of wood used in building □ a plank of 
wood or wooden plank. -2. politics one of the 
policies of a political party □ The main plank 
of their election campaign is reduced taxes. 

plankton ['plaerjktan] n very small animals and 
plants that live near the surface of the sea 
and are eaten by fish and whales, 

planned [plasnd] adj [sale, trip] that is intended 
to be carried out in the future □ The planned 
demonstration has been called off. □ the number 
of planned pregnancies. ■ a planned economy 
an economy in which the government plans 
all business activity. 

Planned Parenthood n a US health organiza¬ 
tion that teaches people about birth control, 

planner ['plaenal n -1. a person whose job is 
to plan the way land is used and the way 
towns develop. -2. a person whose job is to 
plan future projects, e.g. television program¬ 
ing or political campaigns □ an economic 
planner □ a military planner. 

planning ['plaenirfl n -1. the work of organiz¬ 
ing and controlling the way land is used and 
the way towns develop □ road planning □ a 
planning committee. -2. the work of preparing 
and organizing future projects, the economy 
etc □ A lot of planning went into this campaign. □ 
The project is still at the planning stage. 

planning permission « official permission to 
build a new building or to change the struc¬ 
ture or use of an existing building, 

plan of action n a series of things that one 
has planned to do in order to achieve some¬ 
thing. 

plant [US plaent, GB plaint] On-1. a living 
thing that grows in the ground and usually 
has a stem, leaves, and roots □ The plants 
need to be watered. □ the rich plant life of Mada¬ 
gascar. -2. industry a factory □ an industrial 
plant □ an automobile/steel plant. -3. technol¬ 
ogy a power station □ a chemical/nuclear plant. 
-4. business a collective term for the build¬ 
ings, land, machinery, and equipment used 
by an industrial company □ The company has 
to invest in new plant if it's to survive. 

o vt -1. [seed, tree] to put <a plant> in the 
ground so that it will grow □ / planted pota¬ 
toes in the garden. -2. [field, garden] to put 
seeds or plants in the soil in <a place> so 
that they will grow there □ They planted the 
field with corn. -3. to plant a punch/kiss on sb 
to punch/kiss sb □ She planted a big kiss on his 
cheek. -4. [chair, flag] to put <sthg> firmly in 
a particular place □ She planted herself in the 
doorway. -5. [bomb, microphone, spy] to hide 
<sb/sthg> in a particular place; [drug, weap¬ 

on] to put <sthg> secretly in somebody’s 
house or clothing so that they will be ac¬ 
cused of possessing it □ He claims that the po¬ 
lice planted the evidence on him. -6. to plant a 
thought/idea etc in sb's mind to cause sb to 
have a thought/an idea etc. 

♦ plant out vt sep> to plant sthg out to plant 
sthg outdoors after growing it in a pot □ The 
seedlings can be planted out in March. 

plantain [’plaentan] n a large green fruit like a 
banana that must be cooked before it can be 
eaten; the large tropical plant that this fruit 
grows on. 

plantar wart ['plaentr-] « a wart that grows on 
the sole of the foot. 

plantation [plaen'teifn] n -1. a large area of 
land where a particular crop is grown □ a 
tea/coffee/rubber plantation. -2. a large group of 
trees that have been planted together. 

planter [US 'plaentr, GB 'plaints] n -1. a person 
who owns or is in charge of a plantation. 
-2. a decorative container in which plants 
are grown. 

plant pot n a round clay or plastic container, 
wider at the top than at the bottom, used 
for growing plants. 

plaque [US plask, GB plaik] n -1. [on a wall] a flat 
piece of metal or stone with writing on it, 
usually in memory of a famous person or 
event, and attached to a wall □ a commemo¬ 
rative plaque. -2. [on one's teeth] a substance 
that forms on the surface of the teeth that 
contains bacteria and can cause gum dis¬ 
ease. 

plasma ['plaszms] n the colorless liquid part of 
blood in which the blood cells are held □ 
blood plasma. 

plaster [us 'plaestr, GB 'plaists] o n -1. con¬ 
struction a mixture of sand, lime, and water 
that dries to give a smooth, hard surface 
and is used especially on interior walls. 
-2. [for broken bones] plaster of paris in the 
form of a plaster cast. ■ to be in plaster [arm, 

leg] to be covered in a plaster cast. -3. GB [for 

cuts, scratches] a small sticky bandage for 
covering small cuts on one’s body, 

o vt -1. construction [wall, ceiling) to put a 
layer of wet plaster on <sthg> □ She's been 
plastering the bathroom. -2. to plaster sthg with 
sthg [with mud, pictures] to cover sthg with 
sthg □ The wall was plastered with posters. 
-3. to make <sthg> stick □ He tried to piaster 
his hair down with gel. 

plasterboard [US 'pliestrboird, GB 'plaistaboid] « 
a kind of board made of two pieces of card- 
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board with plaster in between, used to build 
or cover walls. 

plaster cast n -1. [for broken bones] a case 
made of plaster of paris that is put around 
the part of a body where a bone is broken 
in order to keep it in place and help it to 
heal quicker. -2. [of a sculpture] a copy of a 
sculpture cast in plaster of paris. 

plastered [us 'plaestrd, gb 'plcustad] adj to be 
plastered to be drunk (informal use) □ / got 
completely plastered. 

plasterer [US 'plaestrar, GB ‘plaistara] n a person 
whose job is to plaster walls and ceilings, 

plastering [US 'plaestarig, gb 'pla:s-] n [of a wall, 
ceiling] see plaster. 

plaster of paris « a mixture of a chalk pow¬ 
der and water that dries quickly into a hard 
white substance and is used especially for 
making plaster casts. 

plastic ['plaestik] o « -1. a light man-made 
material that can be molded by heat into 
various shapes and is used to make a wide 
variety of objects □ The comb was made of 
plastic. -2. to pay for sthg with plastic to pay 
for sthg with a credit card (informal use), 
o adj [bag, toy, spoon] made of plastic. 

♦ plastics « business the business of produc¬ 
ing plastic. 

plastic bullet n a very long bullet made of 
plastic that is designed to hurt people with¬ 
out killing them, sometimes used by the po¬ 
lice in riots. 

plastic explosive n a soft explosive material 
that can be shaped by hand and is used to 
make bombs □ The device contained 3 kilos of 
plastic explosive. 

Plasticine™ [’plasstasfin] n GB a soft colored 
substance that can be shaped by hand and 
is used by children to make models, 

plastic money n credit cards (informal use), 

plastic surgeon n a doctor who specializes in 
plastic surgery. 

plastic surgery n the kind of medicine that 
involves repairing or improving the appear¬ 
ance of damaged or unattractive parts of the 
body □ You know he had to have plastic surgery 
on his nose? 

plastic wrap « US very thin plastic film that 
can be put over food to keep it fresh, 

plate [pleit] o « -l. [for food] a flat dish, 
usually round or oval and made of pottery, 
that food is served on; [of food] the amount 
of food that this contains □ a dinner plate. ■ 
to have a lot on one's plate to have a lot of 
work to do or problems to deal with. ■ to 
be handed sthg on a plate [victory, success, job] 

to be allowed to get or achieve sthg with 
little effort. -2. [of metal, glass] a flat piece of 
a hard material □ a stainless steel plate. -3. [on 

a wall, machine] a flat piece of metal with 
writing on it □ There was a brass plate outside 
the door. □ a license plate. -4. [of silver, gold] a 
very thin coating of metal, usually covering 
a less valuable metal □ a frame covered in 
gold/silver plate. -5. [in a book] a picture or 
photograph that takes up a whole page □ 

eight pages of color plates. -6. [for one's teeth] a 
piece of plastic, shaped to fit the roof of 
one’s mouth, that false teeth or wires are at¬ 
tached to □ a dental plate. -7. US sport in 
baseball, the place where the batter stands 
in order to hit the ball. 

o vt to be plated with sthg [with nickel, plati¬ 
num] to be coated with a very thin layer of 
sthg □ The tray has been plated with gold/silver. 
□ a gold-/silver-plated watch. 

plateau [US plae'tou, GB ’plastoo] (pi plateaus or 

plateaux [-z]) « -1. geography a large area of 
high flat land □ a grassy plateau above the val¬ 
ley. -2. [in activity, progress] a steady level □ 
The arms race was escalating wildly before it 
reached a plateau in the 80s. 

plateful ['pleitfl] « an amount of food that fills 
a plate □ She ate platefuls of spaghetti. 

plate-glass adj [window, door] that is made of 
large flat pieces of glass. 

platelet ['pleitlat] n a cell found in the blood 
that helps it to go solid when bleeding oc¬ 
curs □ a blood platelet. 

plate rack n a frame on which plates, cups, 
saucers etc are put to dry after being 
washed. 

platform ['plEetfa:rm] n -1. [for a speaker, per¬ 
former] a flat raised structure, usually wood¬ 
en, where a speaker or performer stands □ 
The soloists are coming onto the platform. □ She 
once shared a platform with the former Secretary 
of Defense. -2. [for a helicopter, oil rig] a raised 
structure, built for a particular purpose □ a 

helicopter platform □ an observation platform. 
-3. computing a word used when referring to 
a particular computer system □ Charges vary 
depending on the computer platform you're using. 
-4. rail the area beside the tracks in a train 
station, where people get on or off trains □ 
The train arriving at platform 14 is the 15:02 from 
Harwich. -5. [for somebody's views] something 
that makes it possible for an organization or 
a person to express their views to the rest 
of society □ The magazine provides a platform 
for the ordinary person's point of view. -6. 
politics the aims and promises of a politi¬ 
cal party, usually stated just before an elec¬ 
tion □ The party was elected on a socialist plat¬ 
form. 

platform game n computing a type of com¬ 
puter game where a character is moved 
from level to level, avoiding obstacles and 
collecting points. 

platform ticket n GB a ticket that permits 
somebody to go onto a railroad platform, 
but not to travel on a train, 

platinum ['plsetanam] o adj [hair] silvery-white. 
on a very valuable silver-gray metal used in 
jewelry and in chemical processes. SYMBOL: 
Pt □ a platinum ring. 

platinum blonde n a woman with very light 
hair that is almost white, 

platitude [’plaetitJuid] n a statement that is 
boring and meaningless because it is so ob¬ 
vious or unoriginal □ He sat there mouthing 
platitudes about decency and family values. 
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Plato ['pleitou] (427-347 BC) a Greek philoso¬ 
pher who had a strong influence on Western 
philosophy. His best-known work is The Re¬ 
public. 

platonic [plo'tDmk] adj [relationship, love] that 
does not involve sexual attraction or activity 
□ / assure you, our friendship is purely platonic. 

platoon [plo'tuin] « a small group of soldiers 
commanded by a lieutenant, 

platter ['plaetar] n a large dish for serving food, 

platypus ['plaetipas] (pi platypuses) « a small 
furry Australian animal that has webbed 
feet, a broad beak and tail, lays eggs, and is 
able to live both on land and in water, 

plaudits ['ploidits] npl admiration or praise, 

plausible ['pbizabl] adj [story, excuse, plot] be¬ 
lievable; [liar] who seems to be telling the 
truth, even when they are not □ / didn't find 
her explanation very plausible. 

plausibly [’pbizabli] adv [argue, lie] see plausible, 

play [plei] o n -1. an activity that people, es¬ 
pecially children, take part in for amuse¬ 
ment or pleasure □ / like to watch the children 
at play. -2. theater, radio, & tv a complete 
piece of drama, written to be performed by 
actors □ a TV/radio play. -3. sport to be in/out 
of play [ball] to be in/out of the area where 
the game is being played. -4. US SPORT & 
games a move or series of moves in a sport 
or game □ That last play should have produced 
results. □ Whose play is it? -5. to come into play 
[force, idea] to become active or to have an 
effect on a situation □ Several factors come 
into play in making this decision. -6. a play on 
words an amusing use of words that have 
more than one meaning. -7. [in rope, a steer¬ 

ing wheel] the amount of movement possible 
by something that is not fixed firmly in one 
position □ You have to make sure there's not 
too much play in the cable, 

o vt -1. sport [hockey, football, chess] to take 
part in <a game or sport> □ She plays tennis 
every weekend. -2. sport [opponent, team] to 
take part in a game or sport against <sb> □ 
We played the Pirates last week. -3. theater & 
cinema [role, part, character] to act as <sb> in a 
play or movie □ In the movie he plays a brilliant 
but tragic millionaire. ■ to play a part or role in 
sthg to be involved in sthg; to have an ef¬ 
fect on sthg □ The state of the economy plays a 
major role in deciding the date of the election. 
-4. music [piano, guitar] to produce music from 
<a musical instrument; [tune, notes] to per¬ 
form <a piece of music> on an instrument □ 
He plays the trombone. □ The band was playing 
"Waltzing Matilda". -5. [record, tape] to put <a 
recording> into a machine in order to listen 
to it □ The station plays mostly jazz music. □ 
Does your music system play CDs? □ / want to 
play you this tape. -6. to pretend to be <sb/ 
sthg> □ Stop playing the fool/the innocent. -7. to 
play it cool to deal with a situation without 
showing one's emotions □ Just play it cool, 
and look as if you're enjoying yourself, 

o vi -1. to amuse oneself □ The children were 
playing with their friends/toys. -2. sport He plays 
for South Africa. □ The team play against Cuba in 

the final. -3. theater & cinema [actor, actress] 

I'm playing in a new movie that’s coming out in 
February. -4. music [musician, radio, record] We 
could hear music playing. □ The band started to 
play. -5. [light, sunshine] to flicker on or 
around something (literary use). -6. phrase to 
play safe to deal with a situation in a way 
that avoids problems or danger □ He decided 
to play safe and set out earlier. 

♦ play along vi to pretend to agree with 
somebody, usually in order to gain some ad¬ 
vantage from them or to avoid upsetting 
them □ He agreed to play along with them for 
the time being. 

♦ play at vt fus to play at sthg [politics, journal¬ 

ism] to take part in sthg without any serious 
effort or intentions □ He's not an artist, he just 
plays at being one. ■ what do you think you're 
playing at? a phrase used by somebody to 
show that they think somebody is doing 
something wrong. 

♦ play back vf sep to play sthg back [tape, 

movie] to operate a machine so that one can 
hear or see sthg that has just been recorded 
□ Could you play back that last part for me? 

♦ play down vt sep to play sthg down [fact, 

danger, importance] to make sthg seem less 
important than it really is. 

♦ play off o vt sep to play sb off against sb to 
get sb to compete against sb else, usually in 
order to gain an advantage for oneself, o vi 
sport [teams] to play an extra game in order 
to decide something, e.g. which team will 
play in the finals. 

♦ play on vt fus to play on sthg [somebody's 

weaknesses, fears, good nature] to use sthg to 
one’s advantage □ It's unfair to play on people's 
anxieties like that. 

♦ play up o vt sep to play sthg up [fact, hopes, 

importance] to make sthg seem more impor¬ 
tant than it really is □ She likes to play up her 
part in the deal, o vi GB -1. [car, machine! to 
not work properly □ The engine's been playing 
up again. -2. [child] to misbehave □ Matthew 
tends to play up in front of guests. 

♦ play upon vt fus = play on. 

playable [’pleiabl] adj [field, ground] that is in 
good enough condition to play sports on. 

play-act vi to pretend to have feelings or a 
personality that one does not really have. 

playbill ['pleibil] n a poster advertising a play. 

playboy ['pleiboi] « a rich and usually young 
man who spends a lot of his time enjoying 
himself and has many girlfriends. 

Play-Doh™ [-dou] « a soft brightly-colored 
substance that is shaped using one’s hands 
and is used by children to make models. 

player [’pleiar] n -1. sport & games a person 
who plays a sport or game □ a football/chess 
player. -2. music a person who plays a par¬ 
ticular musical instrument □ He's a good/keen 
trumpet player. -3. business a company that is 
successful in a particular kind of business □ 
Vitex is becoming a major player in the world of 
global communications. -A. theater an actor 
(old-fashioned use). 

playful ['pleifl] adj -1. [person, mood, remark] 
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light-hearted and friendly □ She gave him a 
playful nudge. -2. [kitten, puppy] lively and 
friendly. 

playfully ['pleifli] adv [say, tease] see playful □ 
He pushed her playfully. 

playgoer ['pleigou3r] « a person who goes to 
see plays at the theater. 

playground ['pleigraond] n [in a school] an out¬ 
door area where children can play; [in a park] 

an area with equipment, e.g. swings or 
slides, for children to play on □ a school play¬ 
ground. 

playgroup ['pleigru:p] n = playschool. 

playhouse [‘pleihaus, pi -hauziz] n a theater, 

playing card fplenrj-] n one of a set of 52 
cards that are used in card games and have 
a value that is shown by a number or pic¬ 
ture. 

playing field n a large piece of open ground 
with sports fields marked out on it. 

playlist [’pleilist] n GB the records that are 
played on a particular radio program, 

playmate ['pleimeit] n a child who another 
child plays with and who is their friend, 

play-off n sport an extra game that is played 
to decide something, e.g. who wins a com¬ 
petition or is promoted to a higher league, 

playpen ['pleipen] « a wooden frame with 
four sides containing bars in which a small 
child can play safely. 

playroom [‘pleiruim] n a room for children to 
play in. 

playschool [’pleiskud] n a kind of school for 
very young children where they can play to¬ 
gether □ She goes to playschool twice a week. 

plaything ['pleiSirj] n -1. a toy. -2. a person 
whom somebody uses in order to have fun, 
without really caring about them, 

playtime [’pleitaim] n a break between classes 
at school, when children can play outside, 

playwright ['pleirait] n a person who writes 
plays. 

plaza ['plcuzo] n -1. an open square in a town. 
-2. a number of linked buildings □ a shopping 
plaza. 

pic abbr of public limited company. 

plea [pli:] « -1. [for mercy, help) an urgent and 
emotional request □ He made a plea for people 
with information to come forward. □ This is my 
plea to you. -2. law the answer given to a 
charge by a defendant in court, in which 
they say they are guilty or not guilty □ What 
is your plea? □ a plea of guilty/not guilty □ Bolam 
made a plea of insanity. 

plea bargaining n law the process of negoti¬ 
ating with a court to agree to plead guilty to 
a crime, in exchange for not being charged 
with a more serious crime, 

plead [pli:d] (pt & pp pleaded or pled) o vt 
-1. law to defend <sb's case or cause>, es¬ 
pecially in a court of law. ■ to plead guilty/ 
not guilty/insanity [defendant] to make a plea 
of guilty/not guilty/insanity □ He pleaded 
guilty to (the charge of) manslaughter. -2. to 
plead (that)... to claim that something is an 

excuse for something one has done, cannot 
do etc □ He apologized for his mistake and 
pleaded ignorance, o vi -1. to make an urgent 
and emotional request □ She pleaded with him 
to show forgiveness. □ They were pleading for 
mercy/help. -2. law [defendant] How do you 
plead? 

pleading ['pliidirj] o adj [look, voice] that ex¬ 
presses an urgent and emotional request □ 
There was a pleading note in his voice, o n the 
act of making an urgent and emotional re¬ 
quest □ Her pleading was in vain; he would not 
change his mind. 

pleasant [fpleznt] adj -1. [taste, view, news] at¬ 
tractive or, enjoyable □ We had a very pleasant 
meal/chat. □ Tony! What a pleasant surprise! -2. 
[person] friendly and likeable □ They seemed 
pleasant enough people. 

pleasantly ['plezntli] adv -1. pleasantly deco¬ 
rated/warm decorated/warm in a way that is 
attractive or enjoyable □ The wine was pleas¬ 
antly dry. -2. [smile, say] in a friendly way □ 
We talked pleasantly for about half an hour. -3. to 
be pleasantly surprised to be surprised in a 
way that makes one feel happy. 

pleasantry ['plezntri] (pi pleasantries) n to ex¬ 
change pleasantries to say pleasant or amus¬ 
ing things to each other in order to be po¬ 
lite. 

please [pli:z] o adv -1. a word used when 
making a polite request □ A cup of coffee, 
please, o Please be quiet! □ Please don't leave 
your books on here. □ That will be $1.50, please. 
-2. a word used when accepting something 
politely □ "Would you like a cup of coffee?" — 
"Yes please." □ "Shall I close the window?" — 
"Oh, please." 

o vt to make <sb> happy □ He is hard to 
please. □ Don't do it just to please me. m to 
please oneself to do what one likes, without 
considering the wishes of other people □ All 
you ever think about is pleasing yourself. ■ 
please yourself! a phrase used to tell some¬ 
body that one does not care what they do 
(informal use) □ Well, please yourself, but you'll 
be sorry you didn't come. 
o vi -1. to make other people happy □ He's 
always so eager to please. -2. to do as one 
pleases to do what one wants to do □ I'm al¬ 
lowed to go where I please. ■ if you please a 
phrase used when making a polite request 
(formal use) □ Step this way, if you please. 

pleased [pliizd] adj [person] who seems happy 
or satisfied □ I'm very pleased to welcome you 
here tonight. □ They seem really pleased with 
their new car/my performance, n pleased to 
meet you! a polite phrase used when meet¬ 
ing somebody for the first time □ Pleased to 
meet you! I'm Andy. □ I'm very pleased to meet 
you, Mr Bryant. 

pleasing ['plirzig] adj [news, result] that makes 
one pleased □ The general effect of the design 
is very pleasing. 

pleasingly [’pliizirjli] adv [quick, simple] see 

pleasing □ His manner is pleasingly low-key. 

pleasurable ['ple33rabl] adj [feeling, trip] enjoy- 
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able □ / found the sensation of speed intensely 
pleasurable. 

pleasure ['ple33r] n -1. a feeling of happiness □ 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce one of my 
favorite performers. □ He takes great pleasure in 
telling her when she's wrong. ■ with pleasure a 
polite phrase used to agree to do something 
that somebody has asked □ "Could you give 
me a hand?" — "With pleasure." -2. enjoyment 
rather than work □ Are you traveling for busi¬ 
ness or pleasure? -3. something that some¬ 
body enjoys □ She's a pleasure to be with. □ It 
was a pleasure having you to stay. □ It's one of 
life's little pleasures. ■ it's a pleasure or my 
pleasure! a polite phrase used when replying 
to somebody who has thanked one for 
something □ "Thanks for the ride." — "My plea¬ 
sure! " 

pleat [pli:t] On a permanent fold in a piece of 
material such as a skirt that is stitched at 
the top. o vf [cloth, paper) to make pleats in 
<sthg>. 

pleated ['pliitad] adj [skirt, shirt] that has pleats 
in it. 

plebeian [pls’biian] adj [person, taste] that be¬ 
longs to the lower social classes (disapproving 
use). 

plebiscite ['plebisait] n a direct vote by the 
people of a country or region on a very im¬ 
portant matter. 

plectrum ['plektram] (pi plectrums) n a small 
thin piece of plastic or metal, used for 
plucking the strings of a musical instrument, 
e.g. a guitar or banjo. 

pled [pled] fast tense <Sl fast farticifle of plead. 

pledge [pled3] o n -1. [of secrecy, support] a 
solemn promise □ / made a pledge to my father 
never to sell the house. -2. [of love, friendship] 
something such as a ring that one gives to 
somebody as a sign of one’s feelings, 
o vf -1. [money, support] to promise to give 
<sthg> to somebody □ The foundation has 
pledged $15,000 to the campaign. -2. to be 
pledged to secrecy/silence to have promised 
to keep something secret/stay silent about 
something. ■ to pledge oneself to sthg [to a 
group, cause] to promise to work hard for 
sthg. -3. [watch, jewelry] to leave <sthg valu- 
able> with a pawnbroker as a guarantee 
that one will repay money which has been 
lent. 

Pledge of Allegiance n the Pledge of Alle¬ 
giance a vow of loyalty to the US flag. 

^ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance, written in 1892, is 
a vow of loyalty to the US flag. Until re¬ 
cently school children in the USA used to 
say it every morning before starting classes. 
The words of the pledge are: “I pledge alle¬ 
giance to the flag of the United States of 
America and to the republic for which it 
stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.” 

plenary session ['pliinari-] n a meeting that is 

attended by everybody who has the right to 
attend. 

plentiful ['plentifl] adj [food, supply] that exists 
in large amounts. 

plenty ['plenti] o fron a large quantity □ 
"More bread?" — "No thanks, we've got plenty." 
□ There's plenty more of that, if you want some. 
□ We have plenty of time to get ready. □ I've met 
a few people who like the city, but plenty who 
don't. On a condition or situation where one 
has a lot of what one needs, e.g. food or 
money □ They came thinking that America was a 
land of plenty. □ in times of plenty, o adv US 
very (informal use) □ I'm plenty hungry. 

plethora ['pleGara] n a plethora of sthg an 
amount of sthg that is much greater than 
one needs or can deal with □ There's a pletho¬ 
ra of nightclubs to choose from in Manhattan. 

pleurisy [’pluorasi] n a serious disease of the 
membrane around one’s lungs, causing payn 
in one’s chest. 

Plexiglas™ [US 'pleksiglaes, GB -gla:s] n US a 
strong clear plastic often used instead of 
glass □ a Plexiglas window. 

pliable ['plaiabl], pliant ['plaiant] adj -1. [metal, 

substance] that can be bent easily without 
breaking. -2. [person] who is easily influ¬ 
enced by other people □ It shouldn't be hard to 
get him to agree, he's very pliable. 

pliers ['plaiarz] npl a tool made of two pieces 
of metal crossing each other, so that when 
the two handles are squeezed together the 
other ends come together to grip am object, 
e.g. a nail □ a pair of pliers □ Do you have any 
pliers? 

plight [plait] n the plight of sb the extremely 
difficult situation that sb is in that makes 
them suffer □ The article highlighted the plight 
of the homeless. □ Their plight is now desperate. 

plimsoll ['plimsal] « gb a light canvas shoe 
with a rubber sole, worn especially in a gym 
□ a pair of plimsolls. 

Plimsoll line n a fine on the outside of a ship 
showing how much of the ship should be 
underwater when it is loaded. 

plinth [plinG] n a square block of stone that a 
statue or pillar stands on. 

PLO (abbr of Palestine Liberation Organization) 
n the PLO a political association whose aim 
is to establish a state of Palestine. 

plod [pk>d] (ft & ff plodded, cont plodding) v/ 
-1. to walk slowly with heavy steps, espe¬ 
cially because one is tired or carrying a 
heavy load □ He came plodding along the road. 
-2. to work steadily at something that is dif¬ 
ficult, boring, or that takes a long time □ / 
plodded on with the accounts. 

plodder l'plodor] n a person without much in¬ 
telligence or imagination who works hard 
(disapproving use) □ He's very reliable, but a bit 
of a plodder. 

plonk [plorjk] (informal use) n GB cheap wine. 
♦ plonk down vt sef to plonk sthg down to 

put sthg down quickly and carelessly □ Just 
plonk your stuff down anywhere you like! 

plop [plop] (ft & ff plopped, cont plopping) 
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o n the sound made when something solid 
falls into water without splashing o There 
was a loud plop as my shoe fell Into the water, 
o vi [stone, pebble] to fall with a plop □ The 
soap plopped Into the bath. 

plot [plot] (pt & pp plotted, cont plotting) o n 
-1. a secret plan made by a group of people 
to do something bad or illegal □ Police have 
uncovered a plot to bomb the embassy, m the 
plot thickens a phrase used when one is in a 
situation that is difficult to understand and 
more facts that cannot be explained become 
known □ “But she said she didn't know you. " — 
"Hmm, the plot thickens." -2. [of a movie, novel] 
the basic story of a movie, novel etc. -3. [of 
land] an area of land for building or growing 
vegetables □ The plan was to buy a plot of land 
to build our own house on. □ a building plot. 
-4. US [of a house] the plan of a house, 
o vt -1. [coup, assassination] to plan <sthg> 
secretly in a group □ A group of army officers 
was plotting to overthrow the government. -2. 
[position, route, course] to mark or calculate 
<sthg> on a map □ The captain plotted the 
ship's position/a new course. -3. math [line, 
curve] to draw <sthg> on a graph, 
o vi [conspirators, terrorists] to make a secret 
plan to harm a person or organization □ The 
general was apparently unaware that his subordi¬ 
nates were plotting against him. 

plough etc gb = plow etc. 

ploughman's [’plaumsnz] n a ploughman's 
(lunch) GB a light lunch of bread, cheese, and 
pickles. 

plow US, plough GB [plau] o « a piece of 
equipment that is pulled by a tractor or an 
animal such as a horse and is used to turn 
over the soil before planting on a farm, o vt 
-1. farming to turn over the soil of eland, a 
field> etc with a plow. -2. to plow money 
into sthg to invest money in sthg □ All our 
profits are plowed back into the business, o vi 
[car, truck] to crash into something with a lot 
of force □ The truck-driver lost control and 
plowed into the car in front of him. 

♦ plow on vi to continue doing something 
even though it is boring or difficult □ I've just 
got to plow on with it until I've finished. 

♦ plow up vt sep to plow a field up to break 
up the ground in a field by walking or riding 
across it all the time □ Mountain bikes plow up 
the trails, making them too muddy to walk along. 

plowshare us, ploughshare gb ['plaufeal n 
the metal part of a plow that digs the earth, 

ploy [pbi] n a way of getting what one wants, 
especially by lying or pretending □ It’s just a 
ploy to make people feel sorry for him. 

PLR n abbr of Public Lending Right, 

pis abbr of please. 

pluck [pUk] o vt -1. [flower, fruit] to pick <a 
part of a plant> □ She plucked a cherry from 
the tree. -2. [mountaineer, hair] to remove 
<sb/sthg> from a place □ The helicopter 
plucked the survivors off the life raft. -3. [chicken, 
turkey] to remove feathers from <a bird> so 
that it can be cooked. -4. to pull out <hairs> 
from one’s eyebrows. -5. [guitar, string, harp] 

to produce a musical note from <an instru¬ 
ment by pulling and releasing a string with 
one’s fingers, o n the quality of being brave 
and determined in a difficult or worrying 
situation (informal use). 

♦ pluck up vt fus to pluck up the courage to do 
sthg to find the courage to do sthg, especial¬ 
ly after thinking about it for a long time □ / 
finally plucked up the courage to ask him out. 

plucky ['pUki] (compar pluckier, superl plucki¬ 
est) adj that shows pluck (informal use) □ 
They didn't succeed this time, but it was a very 
plucky attempt. 

plug [pUg] {pt & pp plugged, cont plugging) 
On-1. electricity a plastic device with met¬ 
al parts that are put in a socket in order to 
connect an electrical appliance to the cur¬ 
rent □ Turn it off and pull out the plug when you 
finish. -2. [in a bath, sink] a round object made 
of rubber that stops the water from running 
out of a bath or sink □ a sink plug. -3. [for a 
book, movie] a public mention of something 
such as a new book or movie, e.g. on a TV 
show, intended to let people know about it 
(informal use) □ She only agreed to appear on the 
show to give her new book a plug. 
o vt -1. [hole, leak] to stop water from get¬ 
ting through <sthg> □ / used a rag to plug the 
hole in the bucket. -2. [new book, movie] to 
mention <sthg> in public in order to make 
people interested in it (informal use) □ He's 
only agreed to the interview in order to plug his 
latest movie. 

♦ plug in vt sep to plug sthg in [TV, heater] to 
put the plug of sthg into an electric socket 
to make it work. 

plughole ['plAghoul] n the hole in a bath or 
sink through which the water runs out. 

plum [plAm] On-1. a soft fruit with smooth 
red or purple skin and a large hard seed in 
the center. -2. the dark red color of plums, 
o adj -1. purple in color, like a plum. -2. a 
plum job a good job that many people 
would like to have. 

plumage ['p]u:mid3] n the feathers of a bird. 

plumb [plAm] o adv (informal use) -1. exactly □ 
The ball landed plumb in the center. -2. plumb 
crazy US completely crazy, o vt to plumb the 
depths of sthg [of despair, humiliation] to ex¬ 
perience or express sthg very intensely □ The 
show plumbs new depths in bad taste. 

♦ plumb in vt sep to plumb sthg in [washing 

machine, bath] to connect sthg to a water 
supply permanently. 

plumber ['pUmaT n a person whose job is to 
install baths, toilets, heating etc and repair 
pipes. 

plumbing ['pUmig] n -1. the pipes that con¬ 
nect baths, toilets etc to the water supply. 
-2. the work that a plumber does. 

plumb line n a string with a weight on one 
end, used to measure the depth of water or 
to see if something such as a wall is 
straight. 

plume [plu:m] n -1. a large, often colorful, 
feather of a bird, especially one used to 
decorate a hat, helmet etc □ an ostrich plume. 
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-2. a plume of smoke a cloud of smoke that 
rises straight up in the air. 

plummet ['pUmat] vi -1. [bird, plane, stone] to 
fall quickly through the air straight down 
toward the ground □ He plummeted to his 
death. -2. [prices, sales, profits] to decrease 
suddenly o Share prices plummeted overnight. 

plump [pUmp] o adj [person, chicken] fat in an 
attractive way □ You're getting plump. □ a 
plump, jolly woman, o vi to plump for sthg to 
choose sthg, especially after hesitating or 
thinking about it □ In the end I plumped for 
steak. 

♦ plump up vt sep to plump sthg up [cushion, 
pillow] to make sthg rounder again by 
squeezing and shaking it. 

plum pudding n GB a rich pudding made of 
dried fruit, eaten at Christmas, 

plum tree tt a tree on which plums grow, 

plunder ['pUnda1) o « -1. the act of stealing 
valuable objects, especially during a war. 
-2. things that are stolen □ The burglars made 
off with their plunder, o vt [antiques, paintings] 

to steal <sthg>, especially during a war; 
[houses, village) to steal something from <a 
place> in this way □ The army plundered food 
from farms or plundered farms for food. 

plunge [pUnd3] o vi -1. [car, plane, driver] to 
fall quickly, especially from somewhere high 
□ The car plunged down the embankment. -2. 
[price, value] to decrease quickly □ The temper¬ 
ature plunged to -10° last night, o n -1: [in 

prices, temperature] a very sudden decrease □ 
The Stock Market took a plunge yesterday. -2. a 
quick movement into water, or a quick 
swim □ I'm just going for a quick plunge to cool 
off. ■ to take the plunge to decide to do 
something which is risky, especially after 
thinking about it carefully □ They finally decid¬ 
ed to take the plunge and get married. 

♦ plunge into vt -1. to plunge sthg into sthg 
[hand, knife] to put sthg quickly and firmly 
into sthg else □ Plunge the tomatoes into boiling 
water for two minutes. □ She plunged the knife 
into his chest. -2. to plunge sb/sthg into sthg 
[into chaos, war, despair] to suddenly put sb/ 
sthg into a particular state or situation □ She 
was plunged into a world of brutality. □ The entire 
city was plunged into darkness. 

plunge pod n a small swimming pool, 

plunger ['plAnd3ar] tt a tool with a rubber cup 
and a handle used for clearing blocked 
pipes. 

plunging ['plAnd3ig] adj a plunging neckline a 
neckline that is cut low and reveals the top 
part of a woman’s breasts, 

pluperfect [,plu:'p3:rfakt] tt the pluperfect 
(tense) the tense that is used to refer to an 
action that took place before another one. 

plural ['pluaral] o adj -1. grammar [word, form] 
that indicates that there is more than one □ 
Words like "advice" and "information" have no 
plural form. -2. [society, culture] that consists of 
or uses different types of people or things, 
o tt grammar a plural form of a word □ 
"Hippopotami" is the plural of "hippopotamus". 

pluralistic [.pluara'listik] adj [society, system] = 
plural. 

plurality [plo'raelati] tt -1. a plurality of a large 
number of. -2. US [of votes] a majority, 

plus [pUs] (pi pluses or plusses) o adj -1. a 

word used to show that the true number is 
more than the one mentioned □ The room 
can seat sixty plus. -2. A plus/B plus a grade 
that is a little higher than A/B. on-1. math 

the symbol (+) that shows that one number 
is added to another. -2. an advantage (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Having two bathrooms is a definite 
plus, o prep -1. math added to a number □ 
Two plus two equals four. -2. with the addition 
of sb/sthg □ There will be the two of us plus the 
children, o conj and in addition □ She's very in¬ 
telligent, plus she's a hard worker. 

plush [pLvJ] adj (hotel, limousine, sofa] that 
looks expensive and of good quality □ 
They've moved into some plush new offices. 

plus sign « math = plus. 

Pluto ['plu.'tou] the planet in our solar system 
that is furthest from the sun. 

plutonium [plui'toomam] tt a radioactive el¬ 
ement that is used in nuclear power stations 
to produce energy and in nuclear bombs. 
SYMBOL: Pu. 

ply [plai] (pt & pp plied) vt -1. to ply sb with 
sthg [with drink, questions] to keep giving sthg 
to sb □ He kept plying me with champagne. 
-2. to sail regularly on a route on <an ocean, 
river> etc □ As a young man, he had plied the 
Atlantic on cargo ships. -3. to ply one's trade to 
carry out one’s job. 

-ply suffix two-ply/three-ply [wood, tissue] that 
has two/three layers. 

Plymouth Rock [,plima0-] the rock where 
people believe the Pilgrims first landed in 
America. 

plywood ['plaiwud] tt a type of wood made up 
of thin sheets of wood stuck together, 

p.m., pm (abbr of post meridiem) between 
noon and midnight □ at 3:00 p.m. 
NOTE: Compare a.m. 

PM tt abbr of prime minister. 

PMS « abbr of premenstrual syndrome. 

PMT n abbr of premenstrual tension, 

pneumatic [nJui'mstik] adj -1. [pump] that is 
operated by air pressure. -2. [tire] that is 
filled with air. 

pneumatic drill « gb a large powerful tool, 
used for breaking up the surface of a road, 
that is operated by air pressure, 

pneumonia [rPui'moonja] n a serious illness of 
the lungs that makes it difficult to breathe. 

PNG abbr of Papua New Guinea, 

po, PO h abbr of postal order. 

PO « abbr of Post Office. 

POA (abbr of Prison Officers' Association) « the 
POA a labor union for prison officers in Brit¬ 
ain. 

poach [pout/] o vt -1. [salmon, pheasants] to 
hunt <animals, birds, or fish> illegally on 
somebody else’s land. -2. [idea, information] to 
use <sthg> that belongs to somebody else 
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without asking permission □ You can't go 
around poaching staff from other departments! 
-3. cooking (egg, salmon] to cook <sthg> gen¬ 
tly in boiling liquid, e.g. water or milk, o vi 
[hunter, poacher] He was caught poaching. 

poacher fpootJV] « a person who hunts il¬ 
legally on somebody else’s land. 

poaching ['pootjir)] n the activity of illegally 
hunting animals, birds, or fish on somebody 
else’s land. 

PO Box n abbr of post office box. 

Pocahontas [.pooka'hontas] (1595-1617) a Na¬ 
tive American woman who helped to keep 
peace between her people and the American 
colonists who lived nearby. She later mar¬ 
ried a colonist and went to England, 

pocket ['pDkat] o n -1. Ion a piece of clothing] a 
deep fold of cloth sewn into trousers, jack¬ 
ets etc to hold things □ a trouser pocket □ My 
billfold was in my back pocket, m to be out of 
pocket to have less money than one expect¬ 
ed to have □ The deal left me $70 out of pocket. 
■ to pick sb's pocket to steal money from 
sb’s pocket □ My pocket's been picked! -2. [in a 

bag, on a door] a fold of cloth used as a con¬ 
tainer behind a seat, in a car door etc □ 
You'll find the duty-free price list in the pocket in 
front of you. -3. the amount of money one 
has to spend □ This law will hit people where it 
hurts most, in their pocket. -4. a pocket of sthg 
[of air, rain, support] a small amount of sthg 
that is different from what is around it □ The 
advancing troops encountered pockets of resist¬ 
ance. -5. [on a pool table] one of the holes at 
the edge of a pool, snooker, or billiards ta¬ 
ble. 

o adj a pocket mirror/book etc a small 
mirror/book etc that is designed to be car¬ 
ried in a pocket. 
o vt -1. [change, key] to put <sthg> in one’s 
pocket □ / pocketed the car keys and left. -2. to 
earn <money> □ Buy the cheaper product and you 
can pocket the difference. -3. to steal cmoney 
that one handles for other people> □ He was 
accused of pocketing some of the profits. 

pocketbook [’pokatbuk] n -1. US a wallet; the 
amount of money one has to spend. -2. US a 
small bag in which a woman carries her 
money and personal things. -3. a small sim¬ 
ple computer that is designed to fit in a 
pocket. 

pocket calculator n a small calculator that 
one can carry around easily, 

pocketful ['pDkatfl] « the amount of things 
that can fit in a pocket □ He emptied a pocket¬ 
ful of coins onto the counter. 

pocketknife ['pDkatnaif] (pi pocketknives 
[-naivz]) « a small knife with a folding blade, 

pocket money n money given to a child by 
its parents regularly. 

pocket-size(d) adj (book, TV] that is smaller 
than the normal size. 

pockmark ['pDkma:rk] tt a small hollow mark 
on one’s skin left as a result of a disease 
such as chickenpox. 

pod [pod] tt -1. biology the case in which the 

seeds of some plants such as peas and beans 
grow □ a seed pod. -2. space a part of a 
spacecraft that can be separated from the 
rest. 

podgy [ pDd3i] (compar podgier, superl podgi¬ 
est) adj GB = pudgy. 

podiatrist [pa'daiatrast] n a person whose job 
is treating people’s feet, 

podium ['poudiam] (pi podiums or podia [-dia]) 

« a small platform that a conductor, speaker 
etc stands on. 

Poe [poo], Edgar Allen (1809-1849) a US 
writer, well known for his tales of mystery 
and horror. His work includes The Raven 
and The Fall of the House of Usher. 

POE (abbr of port of entry) n a port where im¬ 
ported goods are checked by customs offic¬ 
ers. 

poem [’pouom] n a piece of writing in which 
words are chosen for their effect and sound 
and arranged in patterns, e.g. short lines 
that rhyme □ a love poem □ a poem by Brown¬ 
ing. 

poet ['pouat] n a person who writes poems, 

poetic [pou'etik] adj [language, imagery] that is 
found in poetry; [description, book] having a 
beauty that is often found in poetry □ a poet¬ 
ic vision of life. 

poetic justice n a situation in which some¬ 
thing unpleasant that happens to somebody 
seems good and right because of bad things 
that the person has done, 

poet laureate tt in Britain, a poet appointed 
by the king or queen to write poems for 
special occasions. 

poetry ['pouatri] n -1. poems as a form of lit¬ 
erature □ Do you like reading poetry? □ a poetry 
book. -2. beauty and grace □ There is real poet¬ 
ry in a good game of football. 

pogo stick ['pougou-] n a children’s toy con¬ 
sisting of a pole with a place to put one’s 
feet and a spring, used for jumping, 

pogrom [US 'poogram, GB 'pog-] n the organ¬ 
ized killing of large numbers of people, es¬ 
pecially Jews. 

poignancy ['painjansi] n: see poignant. 

poignant ['poinjant] adj [description, scene, 

memory] that makes one feel very sad □ a 

poignant reminder of the past. 

poinsettia [pain'setia] n a plant with large red 
leaves like flowers. 

point [paint] o n -1. [of a pencil, needle] the 
thin sharp end of an object □ You need a pen¬ 
cil with a sharp point on it. -2. a point of light a 
very small dot of light □ We could see a tiny 
point of light in the distance. -3. [in space] the 
precise place where something is or happens 
□ This is the point where the road forks. -4. [in 

time, a situation, event] the precise time or 
part of a situation, event etc when some¬ 
thing happens □ At one point I thought he was 
going to cry. □ At that point we decided to leave. 
□ Things/It/I got to the point where I couldn't 
stand being near him. □ I have no plans to do so 
at this point in time. ■ the point of no return 
the time after which things cannot go back 



point-blank 806 

to the way they were before □ We have now 
reached the point of no return. -5. [in a discus¬ 

sion, speech] an idea or fact that somebody 
mentions □ / have a list of the points I want to 
raise. ■ you have a point a phrase used to 
show that one agrees with something some¬ 
body else has said □ / think Mary has a point. ■ 
to make a point to mention an idea one has 
about something □ I'd like to make a few points 
about what Steve just said. ■ to make one's 
point to make people understand what one 
has to say □ Sit down now, you've made your 
point, ■ to take sb's point to understand 
something that sb has said. □ Do you take my 
point? -6. [of a story] the main idea in a 
speech, story etc □ They missed the point of 
what you were saying, m to get or come to the 
point to reach the most important or rel¬ 
evant part of what one is saying □ Come on, 
get to the point! ■ to be beside the point [com¬ 

ment, fact] not to be relevant to what is be¬ 
ing discussed □ But that's completely beside the 
point! -7. [of somebody's character] a feature of 
somebody’s character □ His bad points are out¬ 
weighed by his good points. -8. what is the 
point? what is the purpose? □ What's the 
point of working so hard? □ There's no point in 
doing it if you don't enjoy it. -9. [on a scale] a 
unit for measuring something □ The National 
Party has gone up three points in the opinion 
polls. -10. math the symbol (.) that separates 
whole numbers from decimal fractions □ The 
earthquake measured 6.5 on the Richter scale. 
-11. [in competitions] a unit for measuring a 
score in competitions □ The judges awarded 
her maximum points for her performance. □ 
Funds are allocated according to a points system. 
-12. [on a compass] one of the directions 
marked on a compass □ all points of the com¬ 
pass. -13. US grammar the punctuation mark 
(.) that comes after the last word of a sen¬ 
tence to show that the sentence is finished. 
-14. [on a driver's license] a note on a driver’s 
license that shows that the driver has done 
something illegal □ a penalty point □ He got a 
fine and three points on his license. -15. elec¬ 
tricity = power point. -16. to make a point of 
doing sthg to do sthg deliberately and care¬ 
fully, especially so that somebody else no¬ 
tices □ She made a point of coming over to 
speak to us. 
o vt [gun, finger, camera] to hold <sthg> so 
that it faces in a particular direction □ Don't 
point your finger at me. m to point the way to 
sthg to show how sthg can be done in the 
future □ The new leisure complex points the way 
to what public buildings of the future will be 
like. 
o vi -1. [person] to point one’s finger at 
something □ You shouldn't point at people. □ He 
pointed to the necktie he wanted. -2. [arrow, 

sign, needle on a dial] to indicate a particular 
direction □ The sign pointed toward a town in 
the distance. -3. [gun, camera, light] to be 
aimed in a particular direction □ It must be 
awful knowing that hundreds of cameras are 
pointing at you all the time. 

♦ points npl -1. auto the two screws in the 
distributor of a car engine that are part of an 

electrical circuit. -2. GB rah a device for 
moving a train from one track to another. 

♦ on the point of prey to be on the point of 

doing sthg to be going to do sthg very soon 
□ / was on the point of giving up. 

♦ to the point adj to be to the point to be 
relevant to what is being discussed □ What 
she had to say was short and to the point. 

♦ up to a point adv [agree, succeed] partly □ 
You're right up to a point. 

♦ point out vt sep -1. to point sthg out [per¬ 

son, building, object] to show or make people 
look at sthg by pointing to it □ The guide 
pointed out to us the house where Puccini was 
born. -2. to point sthg out [fact, mistake, prob¬ 

lem] to draw attention to sthg □ / was able to 
point out that he was wrong/point out where he'd 
gone wrong. 

♦ point to vt fus to point to sthg to make sthg 
look very likely □ Everything points to involve¬ 
ment by the CIA. 

point-blank o adj -1. [refusal, denial] that is 
strong and direct with no explanation □ His 
lawyer issued a point-blank denial of the allega¬ 
tions. -2. to shoot sb at point-blank range to 
shoot sb from a very close position, o adv 
[refuse, deny, accuse] / asked him point-blank if 
he had taken the money. 

point duty « GB the job of controlling the 
traffic, usually done by a policeman standing 
at an intersection. 

pointed fpointad] adj -1. [chin, hat] that has a 
point at the end. -2. [remark, question] that 
expresses a particular meaning, especially a 
critical or threatening one, in an indirect 
way □ She made a few pointed comments about 
the fact that I'd forgotten her birthday. 

pointedly ['pointadli] adv [remark, ask] see point¬ 

ed □ "It's getting late," she said pointedly. 

pointer ['pointa1) n -1. [on how to do something] 

a useful piece of advice □ She gave us a few 
pointers on healthy eating. -2. [on a dial] a nee¬ 
dle that indicates numbers on a dial. -3. [for 

pointing] a stick for pointing at things on a 
blackboard, map etc. -4. [for hunting] a kind 
of dog used for hunting that shows where 
the hunted animal is by pointing its nose. 
-5. computing an arrow that points to some¬ 
thing on a computer screen. 

pointing ['paintir)] n the cement between the 
stones or bricks of a wall. 

pointless ['painttas] adj [exercise, question, job] 

that is not at all helpful or useful □ It's point¬ 
less going on any further. 

point of order {pi points of order) n a com¬ 
plaint made because the rules of a formal 
meeting have been broken. 

point of sale {pi points of sale) « the place 
where a product is sold. 

point of view {pi points of view) « a way 
somebody has of looking at a problem, 
situation etc □ Whether it's important or not de¬ 
pends on your point of view. 

point-to-point m GB a horse race held in the 
countryside in which the stages of the race 
are marked with flags. 
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poise [poiz] n a calm confidence in oneself □ 
She showed remarkable poise at the interview. 

poised [poizd] adj -1. to be poised to do sthg 
to be ready to do sthg □ Our party is poised to 
win the next election. □ The soldiers waited 
poised for action. -2. (person] who shows poise 
□ She gave a poised performance. 

poison ['poizn] o n a substance that harms or 
kills living things if it is eaten or drunk, o vt 
-1. [person, animal] to kill or harm <sb/sthg> 
with poison □ She was found guilty of poison¬ 
ing her husband. -2. [food, drink] to put poison 
in <sthg> □ Someone had poisoned the wine. 
-3. [air, water] to pollute <sthg> □ Industrial 
waste is poisoning the seas. -4. [mind, relation¬ 
ship] to harm or spoil <sthg> o Ma did her 
best to poison the atmosphere at the wedding. 

poisoning ['poizing] it an illness caused by 
eating, drinking, or being exposed to some¬ 
thing harmful □ alcohol/radiation poisoning. 

poisonous [’poiznos] adj -1. [gas, chemical] that 
can poison a living thing. -2. [snake, mush¬ 
room, plant] that contains poison. -3. [person, 
influence, rumor] that harms or spoils some¬ 
thing □ She threw him a poisonous look. 

poison-pen letter n a letter that says bad 
things about somebody and is meant to 
upset them. 

poke [pouk] o vt -1. to push one’s finger 
sharply and suddenly into <sb/sthg> □ Stop 
poking me in the ribs! -2. to push <sthg> into 
a narrow space or opening □ Try to poke the 
wire through the hole. -3. to poke a fire to stir 
the wood or coal on a fire so that it bums 
better, o vi to be visible from under or be¬ 
hind something □ / could see his toes poking 
through his socks, o « an act of poking some¬ 
body or something □ / gave him a sharp poke 
in the ribs. 

♦ poke about, poke around vi -1. to try to 
find out about somebody's life in a way that 
annoys them □ Stop poking around in my busi¬ 
ness! -2. GB to look for something in a place 
by moving things around (informal use) □ 
Who's been poking around in this drawer? 

♦ poke at vt fus to poke at sthg to poke sthg 
several times □ The cat kept poking at the dead 
mouse with its paw. 

poker ['pouksr] n -1. a card game that can be 
played for money □ a game of poker. -2. a 
metal rod used to poke a fire, 

poker-faced [-feist] adj [person] who shows no 
emotion □ We told her the news and she just 
sat there poker-faced. 

pokies ['pookiz] npl the pokies AUS slot ma¬ 
chines used for gambling, 

poky [’pooki] (comp> pokier, sup>erl pokiest) adj 
[room, house] that seems small and uncom¬ 
fortable (disapproving use) □ It's a nice apart¬ 
ment, but a little on the poky side. 

Poland fpoulond] a country in Central Europe. 
It was a Communist state from 1947 to 
1989. size: 313,000 sq kms. population: 
38,200,000 (Poles, Polish), capital: Warsaw. 
language: Polish, currency: zloty, 

polar ['poubr] adj [region, ice cap] that is con¬ 

nected to the areas around the North or 
South Poles. 

polar bear « a large white bear that lives in 
the Arctic. 

polarity [poo'lairoti] n -1. the state of being 
opposite □ the polarity between fantasy and re¬ 
ality. -2. electricity the state, either positive 
or negative, of a pole of a battery, 

polarize, -ise ['poutaraiz] vt [public opinion, coun¬ 
try] to divide <sthg> into two opposite 
groups □ The dispute has polarized their support¬ 
ers. 

Polaroid™ ['pooloroid] « -1. a Polaroid (came¬ 
ra) a camera that produces a developed 
photograph immediately after it has been 
taken. ■ a Polaroid (photo) a photo taken by 
a Polaroid camera. -2. a plastic material used 
to treat plastic or glass so that the light that 
passes through it seems less bright □ a Polar¬ 
oid filter/lens □ Polaroid sunglasses. 

♦ Polaroids™ tipi Polaroid sunglasses. 

pole [pool] n -1. a long, straight, thin, round 
piece of wood, metal etc often stuck in the 
ground to support something □ The hammock 
was strung between two poles. -2. geography 
one of the two points on the Earth that are 
furthest from the equator. ■ to be poles 
apart to be very different □ When it comes to 
politics, we're poles apart. -3. electricity one of 
two points, either positive or negative, on a 
battery to which wires can be attached. 

Pole n a person who lives in or comes from 
Poland. 

poleaxed ['poulaekst] adj to be poleaxed to be 
very surprised or shocked, 

polecat ['poolkst] « a small, brown, fierce ani¬ 
mal with an unpleasant smell that lives in 
the north of Europe. 

polemic [po'lemik] n something that some¬ 
body says or writes in a very angry way to 
argue for or against something □ a polemic 
against the government. 

pole position n the front starting position in 
motor racing □ Hill is in pole position. 

Pole Star: the Pole Star the star that is near¬ 
est to the North Pole in the night sky. 

pole vault n the pole vault the sport of jump¬ 
ing over a very high bar using a long pole. 

♦ pole-vault vi to jump in the style of the 
pole vault. 

pole-vaulter [-vo:ltsr] n an athlete who com¬ 
petes in the pole vault. 

police [pa'lfis] o np>l -1. the police the official 
organization in a country whose job is to 
make people obey the law and to catch 
criminals □ a police spokesman/chief. -2. mem¬ 
bers of the police □ Police are appealing for in¬ 
formation. o vt [town, streets] to make people 
obey the law in <an area>, using the police 
□ Hundreds of officers were brought in to police 
the demonstration. 

police car « a car used by the police, 

police constable n GB a member of the police 
of the lowest rank. 

police department h US a police organization 
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which is responsible for a particular area or 
city. 

police dog n a dog trained and used by the 
police to find criminals, drugs etc. 

police force « a police organization which is 
responsible for a particular area □ She joined 
the police force when she was 20. 

policeman [pa'lnsman] {pi policemen [-man]) « 
a man who is a member of the police force. 

police officer n a person who is a member of 
the police force. 

police record n information kept by the po¬ 
lice about a person who has committed a 
crime □ "Finding work isn't easy if you have a 
police record, " said Neil. 

police state n a country where people are 
not free to do or say what they like and 
where the police have a lot of power (disap¬ 
proving use). 

police station n the local office of the police 
in an area □ They were taken to the police sta¬ 
tion for questioning. 

policewoman [ps'lfiswumsn] {pi policewomen) 
« a woman who is a member of the police 
force. 

policy ['pobsi] {pi policies) « -1. a plan made 
by a government, organization, company etc 
that says what it wants to do or how it will 
deal with a particular problem or situation □ 
It is against company policy to employ smokers. ■ 
a policy maker a person who helps to form 
the policies of a government, organization 
etc. -2. a document given to a customer by 
an insurance company that explains the de¬ 
tails of the agreement made between them 
□ He took out a life insurance policy. 

policy-holder « a person who is insured with 
an insurance company. 

polio ['poulioo] « a serious disease that can 
paralyze one. 

polish ['polij'] o k -1. [for furniture, leather] a liq¬ 
uid, cream etc that makes things shine 
when it is rubbed on them □ shoe/boot/floor/ 
furniture polish. -2. [on a shoe, piece of furniture] 

the shine on the surface of a piece of furni¬ 
ture, shoes etc □ The table had a high polish. 
-3. [of a person] a high degree of skill and 
stylishness □ Her work lacks polish, o vt -1. 
[shoes, furniture, mirror] to make <sthg> shine 
by rubbing it. -2. to polish sthg (up) [skill, 

knowledge] to improve sthg □ She went to 
France to polish up her French. 

♦ polish off vt sep (informal use) -1. to polish 
food off to finish food quickly □ You soon pol¬ 
ished off those cookies. -2. to polish sthg off 
[job, book, opposition] to finish or deal with 
sthg quickly and easily □ We'll polish off the 
work in no time. 

Polish [‘pouliJ] o npl the Polish the people 
who come from or live in Poland, o n the 
language spoken in Poland, o adj: see Po¬ 
land. 

polished [’poli/t] adj -1. [surface, table] that is 
shiny after being rubbed with polish □ pol¬ 
ished glass. -2. [person, manners] that is polite, 

confident, and elegant. -3. [performance, per¬ 

former] that is confident and skillful, 

polite [ps'lait] adj -1. [person, remark, refusal] 

that shows good manners □ He was very po¬ 
lite to me. -2. polite society people who are 
considered to be refined and to have correct 
social behavior .□ That's not the sort of thing 
you discuss in polite society. 

politely [ps'laitli] adv [ask, say, refuse] see polite 
□ / must politely request you to leave. 

politeness [psiaitnas] n [of a person, remark, re¬ 

fusal] see polite. 
politic ['pobtik] adj advisable (formal use) □ It 

wouldn't be politic to approach them just now. 

political [pa'litikl] adj -1. [party, theory] that is 
connected with politics □ Making a speech like 
that was political suicide. □ a political activist. 
-2. [person] who is interested or involved in 
politics □ All her family is very political. 

political asylum rt permission to stay in a 
country that is given to a person who has 
had to leave their own country for political 
reasons, especially because they are in dan¬ 
ger there □ The refugee was granted political 
asylum. 

Political Correctness [-ka'rektnas] n a move¬ 
ment that aims to get rid of attitudes such 
as racism and sexism. 

« POLITICAL CORRECTNESS 
Political correctness refers to a set of atti¬ 
tudes and principles that started among 
left-wing and liberal people in the USA. It 
aims to achieve fairer treatment for all, 
mainly by getting rid of words that seem to 
discriminate against a particular section of 
society. It is politically correct, or PC, for 
example, to say “Native American” instead 
of “American Indian”, “African American” 
instead of “black person”, and “differently 
abled” instead of “disabled”. Some people 
disapprove of political correctness because it 
is too extreme. 

political football n GB an issue that is strong¬ 
ly argued about by different political parties 
□ Immigration has become something of a politi¬ 
cal football. 

political geography n the branch of geogra¬ 
phy that deals with states and their borders. 

politically [pa'litikli] adv politically active/wise 
etc active/wise etc from the point of view of 
politics □ The council's decisions were said to be 
politically motivated. □ Politically, it was a danger¬ 
ous move. 

politically correct adj [language, term, attitude] 

that aims to treat everybody in a fair way, 
especially by not using words that are unfair 
to minorities, women etc. 

political prisoner n a person who is put in 
prison for their political beliefs, especially 
because they disagree with their govern¬ 
ment. 

political science n the study of politics and 
governments. 

politician [.pDb'tiJn] n a person who works in 
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politics □ The issue unites politicians of all par¬ 
ties. 

politicize, -ise [pa'htasaiz] vt [person] to make 
<sb> more involved in politics; [topic, issue] 

to present <sthg> from a political point of 
view □ It was his war experiences that really po¬ 
liticized him. □ They're trying to politicize what is 
essentially a moral issue. 

politics ['pubtiks] o rt -1. the activities in¬ 
volved in getting and using power in a 
country, city, society, or organization □ I've 
always been interested in politics. -2. the pro¬ 
fession of being a politician □ She entered 
politics in 1969. o npl -1. a person’s political 
beliefs □ / don't know what his politics are. 
-2. the ways in which people in an organi¬ 
zation try to gain power □ I've had enough of 
office politics! 

polka [ pnlko] n a fast dance for people in 
pairs, popular in the 19th century; a piece of 
music that has the rhythm of this dance, 

polka dot n polka dots a pattern consisting of 
round spots that is often used on cloth, 
clothes, paper etc o a polka-dot dress. 

poll [poul] o n -1. an election □ The results of 
the poll will be known later tonight. -2. a survey 
in which a number of people are asked their 
opinion about somebody or something, in 
order to find out what most people think or 
what most people will do in the future □ Re¬ 
cent poll figures show considerable support for 
the idea, o vt -1. to ask <people> for their 
opinion on somebody or something in a poll 
□ Only 10% of the people polled were in favor of 
a ban. -2. [politician, candidate, party] to get <a 
particular number of votes> in an election □ 
They only polled 20% of the vote. 

♦ polls tipi to go to the polls to vote in an 
election □ It could be over a year before the 
country goes to the polls. 

pollen ['pt>bn] n the yellow powder produced 
by a flower to fertilize other flowers of the 
same species. 

pollen count « the official measurement of 
the amount of pollen in the air at a particu¬ 
lar time and place. 

pollinate ['pobneit] vt [flower, tree, grass] to 
fertilize <a plant> with pollen, 

pollination hpob'neifn] n: see pollinate, 

polling ['poulirj] n the act of voting at an elec¬ 
tion □ Polling opened at 8:00 this morning. 

polling booth n GB a small separated area in 
a polling place where one can vote in pri¬ 
vate. 

polling day n GB the day on which people 
vote in an election. 

polling place us, polling station GBna place 
where people go to vote in an election, of¬ 
ten a school or other public building. 

Pollock ['pDbk], Jackson (1912-1956) a US 
abstract artist known for his “action paint¬ 
ing”, a style of painting in which the artist 
drips or throws paint onto the canvas, 

pollster ['poulstal n a person who carries out 
polls and uses their results to try to say 
what will happen in the future. 

poll tax ft a tax that must be paid by every 

adult, or every person, in a country. 

♦ Poll Tax tt the Poll Tax a local tax, payable 

by every adult living in Britain, that was 

introduced in 1987. It was unpopular and 

was replaced by the Council Tax in 1992. 

pollutant [ps'luitnt] n a substance that pol¬ 

lutes something □ chemical pollutants. 

pollute [ps'luit] vt [environment, atmosphere, riv¬ 
er] to make <sthg> dirty and unsafe for peo¬ 
ple or animals to use. 

pollution [pa'lurfn] « -1. substances that pol¬ 

lute □ Pollution is allowed to flow into the river 
unchecked. -2. [of the environment, atmosphere, 
a river] see pollute □ the pollution of seaside re¬ 
sorts. m noise pollution continuous or loud 

noise, e.g. from traffic or aircraft, that is 

considered to be unhealthy for people. 

polo ['poulou] n a sport in which two teams of 

players riding horses hit a ball with long 

wooden hammers to try and score goals, 

polo neck n -1. US a collar in the form of a 

band of material that covers part of one’s 

neck; GB a high collar that folds down. -2. a 

sweater with a polo neck. 

♦ polo-neck adj a polo-neck sweater/dress etc 
a sweater/dress etc that has a polo neck. 

polo shirt « a top that has short sleeves, a 

collar, and three or four buttons at the neck, 

poltergeist ['pDlt3rgaist] n a ghost that is be¬ 

lieved to move objects and throw them 

around and cause damage in a house, but 
that is never seen. 

polyanthus [.poli'asnbas] {pi polyanthuses or 

polyanthi [-9ai]) n a small garden plant with 

groups of brightly colored flowers and thick 

stems. 

polyester [US 'pdiestr, GB .poli'esta] n a type of 

artificial fabric used to make cloth □ polyester 
fabric/cotton. 

polyethylene [,pDli'e0ili:n] us, polythene [ po- 

li9i:n] GB n a strong thin plastic used to make 

sheets or bags, or to cover or protect things 

□ a polyethylene sheet. 

polygamist [paiigamast] n a man who has 

more than one wife at the same time, 

polygamy [pa'ligami] n the practice or custom 

of being a polygamist. 

polygon ['pDligon] n a shape with more than 

three straight sides. 

polymer ['pulimafi n a chemical substance 

consisting of large molecules made of many 

small molecules with the same structure. 

Polynesia fpDb'nhzja] a region consisting of 

several groups of islands in the central and 

southern Pacific Ocean, including Hawaii, 

Tonga, and Samoa. 

Polynesian fipDb'niizjan] n & adj: see Poly¬ 
nesia. 

polyp t'pDbp] n a small growth on a surface 

inside one’s body that can cause disease, 

polypropylene [,pDli'proupali:n] n a plastic ma¬ 

terial used in making ropes, carpets etc. 

polystyrene [,poli'stairi:n] n a very light plas- 
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tic, used for making containers, and as an 
insulating material □ a polystyrene cup. 

polythene n gb = polyethylene, 

polyunsaturated [.pDliAn'saet/areitad] adj [fat, 

margarine] that is made mainly from vegeta¬ 
ble fats that are thought to be healthier than 
animal fats. 

polyurethane fpnh'juaraGein] n a plastic used 
especially to make types of paint, foam, and 
varnish. 

pom [prim] n AUS an English person (informal 
and disapproving use). 

pomander [pou’ma2nd3r] n an object that con¬ 
tains spices or flowers, or that smells of 
these, and is kept in a room, closet etc to 
keep the clothes or the air there fresh, 

pomegranate ['pmnigraenat] n a round fruit 
that has a hard, thin skin and many seeds 
with pink juicy flesh around each one. 

pommel ['poml] n the raised part on the front 
of a horse’s saddle. 

pommie, pommy [’pomi] n aus = pom. 

pomp [pomp] n the great ceremony, decora¬ 
tions, and fine clothes seen on official or 
public occasions □ the pomp and ceremony of a 
royal wedding. 

Pompey ['pompi] (106-48BC) a Roman mili¬ 
tary and political leader. He shared power 
with Julius Caesar, and then opposed him 
and was defeated by him. 

pompom [’pompom] « -1. a small ball made of 
strings of yam and wool and used to deco¬ 
rate hats, socks etc. -2. a large ball made of 
colored strings of plastic and waved by 
cheerleaders at football games, 

pompous [’pDmpas] adj [person] who speaks or 
behaves in a very serious way because they 
think they are more important than they re¬ 
ally are □ a pompous speech. 

poncho [’pDntJou] (j?l ponchos) n a piece of 
clothing like a cape worn on top of one’s 
other clothes and consisting of a single piece 
of material with a hole for one’s head, 

pond [pond] « a small area of water that is 
smaller than a lake and has been built or 
has formed in a hole in the ground, 

ponder ['ponds') o vr [question, problem] to 
think slowly and carefully about <sthg> (lit¬ 
erary use) □ I'll have to ponder the matter further, 
o vi: I shall have to ponder over that for a while. 

ponderous [’pondsrss] adj -1. [book, speech, 

writing] that is serious, long, and boring □ He 
embarked on a very long, ponderous explanation. 
-2. [architecture, person] that looks large and 
heavy □ a ponderous Victorian edifice. -3. [move¬ 

ment, walk] that is slow and clumsy □ He has 
a very ponderous way of moving/dancing. 

pontiff [’pDntif] n a pope (formal use), 

pontificate [pDn’tifikeit] vi to tell other people 
one’s opinion because one believes one is 
always right (disapproving use) □ He's always 
pontificating about or on how we should be doing 
things. 

Pontius Pilate [.pontjas'padat] in the Bible, 

the Roman officer in charge of Jesus Christ’s 
trial and crucifixion. 

pontoon [pDn'tuin] n -1. a pontoon (bridge) a 
type of bridge that is built on a platform 
consisting of boats. -2. GB a card game 
played for money. 

pony [’poum] (/?/ ponies) n a small kind of 
horse. 

Pony Express n the Pony Express a service for 
delivering mail that operated in the USA be¬ 
tween Missouri and California in the 1860s. 
The mail was carried by men riding on 
horseback. 

% PONY EXPRESS 
The Pony Express mail service, which start¬ 
ed in 1860, used horseback riders and a sys¬ 
tem of stations where men could stop to 
change horses every ten to fifteen miles. 
The riders could cover the 2,000 miles from 
the Midwest to California in ten days — 
less than half the time that the normal 
stagecoach service took. The company went 
bankrupt after only a year and a half when 
the telegraph system was completed. 

ponytail [’poumteil] n a hairstyle in which all 
one’s hair is tied together at the back of the 
head □ She always wears her hair in a ponytail. 

pony-trekking [-trekirj] n gb the activity of 
riding ponies through the countryside as 
part of one’s vacation. 

poodle [’pu:dl] tt a type of dog with very curly 
short hair. 

pooh [pu:] excl a sound used to show disgust 
at an unpleasant smell. 

pooh-pooh vr to reject <an idea> because 
one thinks it is foolish □ The committee pooh- 
poohed the idea of a joint venture. 

pool [purl] o « -1. a small area of water, usu¬ 
ally formed naturally. -2. = swimming pool. 
-3. [of water, light] a small area of liquid or 
light on the ground □ a pool of blood. -4. [of 

talent, people, money] a number of things or 
people that are used and shared by several 
people or organizations. -5. games a game in 
which long thin sticks are used to hit col¬ 
ored balls into holes around the edge of a 
special table, o vt [information, money] to 
share <sthg that one has> with other people 
in order that one can use their resources, in¬ 
formation, money etc □ Why don't we pool our 
resources and buy a car together? 

♦ pools np>l = football pools. 

poop [pu:p] n the poop US the most important 
facts about something (informal use). 

pooped [pu:pt] adj to be pooped to be very 
tired (informal use). 

poor [puar, po:r] o adj -1. [person] who has 
very little money or few possessions; [coun¬ 

try, area] that has a lot of poor people living 
in it □ She comes from a poor background. -2. a 
word used to show sympathy for somebody 
□ You poor thing! -3. [health, results] that is of 
a low quality or standard □ Asthma can be 
triggered by poor air quality, o np>l the poor 
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poor people in a particular society □ The law 
was originally intended to help the poor. 

poorhouse ['pusfiaus, pi -hauziz] n in the past, 
a building paid for by the public where poor 
people could live if they had no home, 

poorly ['puarli] o adj to be poorly GB to be un¬ 
well (informal use), o adv [perform, cook] bad¬ 
ly □ The job is very poorly paid. 

poor relation n something that is similar to 
another thing but not as good as it □ The 
state colleges are still seen as the poor relations 
of the older universities. 

pop [pop] (pt & pp popped, cont popping) o n 
-1. music a modern kind of music that 
usually has a strong beat and is popular 
mainly with young people □ a pop song/ 
record. -2. [for drinking] a sweet bubbly drink 
that is not alcoholic (informal use). -3. a word 
used when talking to or about one’s father 
(informal use) □ Pop died when I was only 17. 
-4. a word used to describe a short sharp 
sound like a small explosion □ The cork came 
out of the bottle with a loud pop. 
o vt -1. [balloon, bubble] to burst <sthg> with 
a pop. -2. to put sthg somewhere, especially 
quickly (informal use) □ He popped the book 
into his case. □ She popped her head around the 
door to say hello. □ I’ll pop a check in the mail, 
o vi -1. [balloon, bubble] to burst with a pop □ 
He blew up the bag until it suddenly popped. 
-2. [button, cork] to suddenly move from a 
fixed position □ The lid popped open. -3. [eyes] 
to stick out with surprise or excitement □ 
Her eyes practically popped out of her head when 
I told her. -4. [person] to come or go some¬ 
where quickly □ I'm just popping over to Aunt 
Ellen's house. 

♦ pop in vi to go somewhere and see some¬ 
body for a short time (informal use) □ He said 
he'd pop in and see us when he got back. 

♦ pop up vi to appear in a situation or place 
unexpectedly o She pops up in the most unlike¬ 
ly places. 

popadum ['pDpsdsm] n a type of very thin, 
round, crispy bread made of flour and water 
that is eaten with Indian food, 

pop art « a style of modern art that uses the 
images, styles, and techniques of advertising 
and the mass media. 

pop concert n a live performance of pop mu¬ 
sic by one or more pop groups, 

popcorn [(pnpko:rn] n a kind of food eaten as 
a snack that is made of grains of corn heat¬ 
ed until they burst and become soft, and 
then flavored with salt or sugar, 

pope [poup] n the leader of the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church. 

Popeye [’pDpai] a cartoon sailor who becomes 
very strong when he eats spinach, 

pop group n a group of people who perform 
pop music together. 

poplar [’pDpl3r] n a type of tall thin tree with 
triangular leaves; the wood of this tree, 

poplin ['pnplan] n a type of cotton fabric used 
mainly to make clothes □ a poplin shirt. 

popper ['pDp3r] ii GB a device for fastening a 

piece of clothing that consists of two small, 
round, metal or plastic parts that are pressed 
together. 

poppy [‘popr] (p>l poppies) n a plant that has 
large, usually red flowers, one type of which 
produces the drug opium □ poppy seeds. 

poppycock ['pDpikDk] n a word used to show 
that one thinks that something is nonsense 
(old-fashioned use) □ Don't talk such poppycock! 

Poppy Day « in Britain, the Sunday nearest 
November 11, when people wear artificial 
poppies in memory of those who died in 
the two World Wars. 

W POPPY DAY 

In Britain Poppy Day, also called Remem¬ 
brance Day, is the Sunday nearest to No¬ 
vember 11, the anniversary of the day that 
World War I ended. Near this date people 
buy red paper poppies to wear in their la¬ 
pels, in memory of British soldiers who died 
during the two World Wars. (Poppies used 
to grow in northern France, where many 
soldiers died during World War I.) The mon¬ 
ey raised goes to help people who fought in 
the wars. 

Popsicle™ ['pDpsikl] n US a piece of flavored 

ice frozen onto a stick. 

pop singer n a person who sings pop music 
as a career. 

populace I'pDpjalss] n the populace the people 
who live in a country, especially those who 
do not govern it □ an attempt to win the hearts 
of the populace. 

popular ['pDpjalaq adj -1. [activity, person, place] 
that a lot of people like □ a popular ski resort 
□ The band was very popular in the seventies. □ 
The show is back by popular demand. -2. [belief, 
attitude] that a lot of people have □ We hope 
our work will help to change popular misconcep¬ 
tions about aging. -3. popular entertainment/ 
culture etc entertainment/culture etc pro¬ 
duced for or enjoyed by ordinary people □ a 
popular history of the war years □ popular press. 

popularity [.pDpjs'laerati] n [of a person, activity, 
place] see popular □ African music has gained in 
popularity over the last five years. 

popularize, -ise ['pnpjabraiz] vt -1. [style, place, 
activity] to make <sthg> popular □ The band 
helped to popularize Tex-Mex music. -2. [science, 
idea] to make <sthg> easier to understand or 
more interesting for ordinary people □ He 
was successful in popularizing astronomy. 

popularly ['popjabli] adv popularly believed/ 
thought etc believed/thought etc by many 
people □ The ferry is popularly known as the 
"Vomit Comet". □ King Arthur is popularly be¬ 
lieved to have led a Celtic rebellion. 

populate ['pDpjsleit] vt -1. to live in <a place> 
□ The area is mainly populated by farmers. -2. to 
send people, animals, or plants to <a place> 
so that they will live there □ The country was 
mainly populated by European emigrants. 

populated ['pDpjaleitad] adj a densely/sparsely 
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populated area an area where a lot o£/few 
people live □ a densely populated country. 

population [.popjaieijn] n -1. [of a country, 
town] the number of people that live in an 
area □ Montreal has a population of over a mil¬ 
lion. -2. all the people, animals, or plants of a 
particular type that live in a place □ the local 
deer population. 

population explosion n a large and very fast 
increase in a population, 

populist ['pDpjslast] n a politician who tries to 
get support mainly from ordinary people, 

pop-up adj -1. a pop-up toaster a toaster with 
a spring that pushes the bread up out of the 
top after it has been toasted. -2. a pop-up 
book a book, usually for children, that has 
pictures that stand up when the pages are 
opened. 

porcelain ['pD:rs3bn] n a hard kind of pottery 
with a shiny surface, used to make high- 
quality plates, cups etc and ornaments □ a 
porcelain vase. 

porch [poitj] n -1. an entrance to a building, 
with sides and a roof. -2. US a platform built 
along the outside wall of a house that often 
has a roof and is used for relaxation, 

porcupine l'po:rkj3pain] n an animal with 
short legs and long sharp spines all over its 
back and sides. 

pore [po:r] n [of skin, a rock, plant] a very small 
hole in the surface of something that lets 
water, air etc pass in or out. 

♦ pore over vt fus to pore over sthg [book, 
map, statistics] to look at or read sthg very 
carefully, especially for a long time □ He 
could usually be found poring over a dictionary. 

pork [po:rk] n the meat from a pig □ roast pork. 

pork chop n a small piece of meat on a bone, 
cut from the ribs of a pig. 

porn [po:rn] n = pornography (informal use) □ a 
porn magazine. 

pornographic [,po:rn3'graefik] adj [book, movie, 
magazinel see pornography □ pornographic 
pictures/videos. 

pornography [poVimgrafi] n pictures, books, 
movies etc that are designed to make people 
sexually excited by showing or describing 
naked people or sexual activity (disapproving 
use). 

porous ['poiros] adj [rock, soil] that has many 
small holes in it that let water or air pass 
through it. 

porpoise ['po:rpos] n a large animal that lives 
in the sea and is similar to a dolphin, 

porridge ['pDrid3] n a dish consisting of oats 
cooked in milk or water and eaten hot, 
usually for breakfast. 

port [po:rt] n -1. a town or city on a river or 
by the sea that has a harbor □ a sea/river port. 
-2. [of a town] the harbor of a town or city, 
where ships are loaded and unloaded □ the 
port authorities. -3. sailing [on a ship, boat] the 
left side when one is in a boat and facing 
forward □ the port side, m to port [list, steer, 
veer] to the port side. -4. [drink] a type of 

strong, sweet, red wine made in Portugal. 
-5. computing the part of a computer where 
another device can be connected, e.g. a 
printer. 

portable ['podtabl] adj [computer, TV, chair] that 
is smaller than usual and designed to be 
moved or carried easily. 

Portacrib™ [’paVtskrib] n US a portable bed 
for a very small baby. 

portal ['po:rtl] n a large and impressive en¬ 
trance door to a building (literary use) □ We 
entered the portals of the university. 

portcullis [,po:rt'kAbs] n a strong heavy gate 
above the entrance to a castle, fort etc that 
can be lowered to the ground, and was used 
in the past as a protection against attack. 

portend [po:r'tend] vt [disaster, evil] to be a sign 
that <sthg bad> will happen in the future 
(formal use) □ The eclipse was thought to por¬ 
tend some great disaster. 

portent ['portent] n something that portends 
something else in the future (literary use) □ a 
portent of things to come. 

porter ['po:rt3r] n -1. [at an airport, station, hotel] 

a person whose job is to carry people’s bags 
at airports, railroad stations, or hotels. -2. US 
[on a train] the person whose job is to look 
after passengers in a sleeping car on a train. 
-3. GB [in a school, apartment building] a person 
whose job is to look after the entrance of a 
particular building, especially by checking 
who enters it □ a hotel porter. 

Porter ['postal, Cole (1892-1964) a US com¬ 
poser of popular songs. His work includes 
Begin the Beguine and I've Got You Under My 
Skin. 

portfolio bpoit'fooliou] {pi portfolios) n -1. [for 

carrying things] a large flat case for carrying 
papers and drawings. -2. [of drawings, photo¬ 

graphs] a collection of drawings, photo¬ 
graphs, or paintings, used by an artist or 
model to show their work. -3. finance a col¬ 
lection of stocks and shares in different 
businesses. 

porthole ['po:rthoul] n a small round window 
in the side of a ship or a plane. 

portion ['po:rJn] n -1. a part of something □ A 
large portion of their money is invested in proper¬ 
ty. -2. [of vegetables, pie] an amount of food 
that is given to somebody at a meal □ A 
small portion of fries, please. 

portly ['po:rtli] (compar portlier, superl portliest) 
adj [man] who has a fat stomach (polite use) □ 
He grew rather portly with age. 

Port Moresby [-'m3:rzbi] the capital and main 
port of Papua New Guinea, on the southeast 
coast, population: 144,000. 

port of call n -1. sailing a place where a ship 
stops during a trip. -2. any one of a number 
of places one has to visit within a particular 
period of time, or during a trip □ Our next 
port of call is the supermarket. 

portrait ['pa:rtrat] n -1. a painting, drawing, or 
photograph of somebody, especially of their 
face □ / offered to paint her portrait. □ a portrait 
painter. -2. a movie, piece of writing etc that 
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describes a person, thing, or place □ The book 
is essentially a portrait of Spain in the 17th centu¬ 
ry- 

portraitist ['poitratast] n an artist or photog¬ 
rapher whose job is to make portraits of 
people. 

portray [po:r'trei] vf -1. (hero, villain] to play the 
part of <sb> in a play, movie etc □ She por¬ 
trayed his neurotic wife. -2. to describe, paint, 
draw etc <sb/sthg> in a particular way □ 
Richard III is always portrayed as a tyrant. □ How 
was she portrayed In the movie? -3. [person, 

event] to describe or paint <sb/sthg> □ a nov¬ 
el portraying wealthy society in 19th-century New 
York. 

portrayal [po:r'treiol] n a painting, description, 
performance etc that portrays somebody or 
something □ a convincing portrayal of madness. 

Portugal ['poitjagl] a country in southwestern 
Europe, west of Spain, on the Atlantic 
Ocean, size: 92,000 sq kms. population: 

10,400,000 (Portuguese). capital: Lisbon, lan¬ 

guage: Portuguese, currency: escudo. 

Portuguese [,poirtj3‘gi:z] (yl Portuguese) o « a 
language spoken in Portugal, Brazil, Angola, 
and Mozambique, o npl the Portuguese the 
people who come from or live in Portugal, 
o adj: see Portugal □ the Portuguese ambassa¬ 
dor. 

pose [pooz] o « -1. the way a person stands 
or sits, especially for a portrait or photo¬ 
graph □ a relaxed pose. -2. a way of behaving 
that is not natural and is often designed to 
attract attention or interest (disapproving use) 
□ He always puts on a pose to impress visitors, 
o vt -1. [problem, threat, danger] to cause 
<sthg> □ Her unexpected arrival posed some¬ 
thing of a dilemma. -2. to pose a question to 
ask a question □ The article poses several intri¬ 
guing questions. 

o vi -1. to stay in a particular position in or¬ 
der that somebody can paint, draw, or 
photograph one □ We all posed for the photo¬ 
graph. -2. to put on a pose in order to attract 
attention or interest (disapproving use). -3. to 
pose as sb/sthg to pretend to be sb/sthg □ 
Casey posed as a plainclothes policeman. 

poser ['poozor] n -1. somebody who puts on a 
pose □ John's such a poser. -2. a question that 
is difficult to answer (informal use), 

poseur [pou'z3:r] tt a person who acts in a 
way that is not natural or sincere because 
they want to impress other people or attract 
attention (disapproving use), 

posh [pD/] adj (informal use) -1. [hotel, suit] that 
is very expensive and elegant □ They live in a 
posh apartment overlooking Central Park. -2. GB 
[person] who belongs to the upper class in 
society, or behaves like somebody who be¬ 
longs to this class □ a posh accent. 

posit I'pnzat] vf [fact, theory, amount] to use 
<sthg> as the basis of an argument or calcu¬ 
lation (formal use) □ The books all posit the ex¬ 
istence of other life forms elsewhere. 

position [po'zi/n] o « -l. [of a person, object] 

the place where somebody or something is 

□ The lever should be in an upright position, a 
We radioed our position back to headquarters. ■ 
in position in the right place □ Make sure that 
the blades are in position before starting the mo¬ 
tor. -2. [in a seat, room] the way somebody or 
something is sitting, standing, or placed □ / 
couldn't find a comfortable position. -3. [in soci¬ 

ety] the status or rank somebody has in soci¬ 
ety □ the position of unmarried mothers in soci¬ 
ety. -4. [in a company, organization] a job, often 
a professional or office job □ He left to take up 
a new position with another company. -5. [in a 

race, competition] one’s place in relation to 
others in a race, competition etc □ They're 
currently in first/second position. -6. [of a compa¬ 

ny, leader, public figure] the situation that a 
person, organization etc is in and the way it 
affects their actions and decisions □ This puts 
us in an awkward/a strong position. □ I'm in a dif¬ 
ficult financial position at the moment. □ I'm in a/ 
no position to help. -7. [on a matter, issue] one’s 
opinion of, or attitude toward, something □ 
I wish to make my position on Nicaragua/this mat¬ 
ter clear. -8. sport [on a field, court] the place 
where a particular player in a team stays 
when they are playing a game, 

o vf [object, troops, person] to put <sb/sthg> 
somewhere deliberately and carefully □ He 
positioned himself on the chair opposite. 

positive ['pDzativ] adj -1. to be positive to be 
completely sure that something is true □ Are 
you positive it was him? -2. [person, attitude] 

that is hopeful and confident □ You must try 
and be more positive about the situation! -3. 
[response, reaction, criticism] that shows that 
somebody likes something and thinks it 
helpful □ The book has had very positive re¬ 
views. -4. [proof, evidence, fact] that shows 
clearly that something is true □ There is no 
positive proof as yet that he did it. -5. [result, 

test] that shows that something is there, or 
that something has happened □ The pregnan¬ 
cy test was positive. □ The samples tested posi¬ 
tive for typhoid. -6. a positive number math a 

number greater than zero. -7. a word used 
to emphasize that something is true □ It's a 
positive pleasure to work with you! 

positive discrimination n the practice of try¬ 
ing to help a particular group of people in 
society more than everybody else because 
they have been treated unfairly □ We have a 
policy of positive discrimination in favor of dis¬ 
abled people. 

positively ['pDzativli] adv -1. [behave, react, 

prove] see positive □ She spoke positively about 
her plans for the future. -2. a word used to 
emphasize how true something is or how 
strongly one feels something □ Unsympathet¬ 
ic? He was positively rude I □ She was positively 
glowing with health. 

positive vetting n gb the process of checking 
a person in great detail before trusting them 
with official secrets. 

posse [’pDsi] « in America in the past, a group 
of men who were ordered by a sheriff to 
help him chase and catch criminals. 

possess [pa'zes] vf -1. to own <sthg> (formal 
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use) □ He gave away all that he possessed. -2. to 
have <a particular quality, feature, or abil- 
ity> (formal use) □ Turner possesses great intel- 
ligence/skill/courage. -3. (idea, anger, desire] to 
take control of <sb> (literary use) □ He was 
possessed by or with the notion that he could be¬ 
come famous. ■ what (on earth) possessed you 
to...? a phrase used to show that one is very 
surprised by something silly that somebody 
has done □ What on earth possessed you to in¬ 
vite him? 

possessed [pa'zest] adj to be possessed to be 
controlled by an evil spirit. 

possession [pa’zejh] n the fact of having or 
owning something □ / am in possession of the 
original. □ Possession of drugs is illegal. □ / have 
in my possession positive proof of his guilt. 

♦ possessions npl the things that belong to 
one □ I packed all my possessions into a suitcase 
and left. 

possessive [pa'zesiv] o adj -1. [person] who 
wants all of somebody’s love and attention 
for themselves only; who does not want to 
share their possessions or have them used 
by other people □ She's very possessive about 
her children/car. -2. grammar a possessive ad¬ 
jective/pronoun an adjective/a pronoun that 
indicates possession, e.g. “mine”, “yours”, 
“Fred’s”, o n grammar a possessive adjec¬ 
tive, pronoun, or form of a word. 

possessor [pa'zes3r] n a person who possesses 
something (formal use) □ / am now the proud 
possessor of a fridge freezer. 

possibility [.pDss'bibti] (pi possibilities) tt 
-1. the chance or likelihood that something 
will happen □ There is now little possibility of 
success. □ Is there any possibility that we might 
be wrong? -2. something that may happen, 
or may be true □ He suggested the possibility 
of going by car. 

possible ['pnsabl] o adj -1. that can exist, 
happen, or be done □ I'd like to leave as soon 
as possible. □ He always eats as much as pos¬ 
sibleI □ Is it possible for you to come earlier? 
-2. [theory, solution] that may be imagined □ 
It's possible that we'll be unable to come tomor¬ 
row. □ We'll do everything possible to finish it on 
time. -3. [risks, consequences, problems] that 
may happen or exist □ What are the possible 
dangers? o « somebody or something that 
has the qualities needed for a particular job 
or purpose, and that might be chosen for it 
□ There are two or three possibles for the job. 

possibly ['ptrsabli] adv -1. a word used to say 
that something may happen or may be true 
□ Hamilton is possibly the greatest player this 
century. -2. a word used in questions to 
show that one is surprised, shocked, or puz¬ 
zled □ How can he possibly say that? -3. a 
word used in requests, to make them more 
polite □ Could you possibly lend me a hand? 
-4. a word used in front of “can” or “could” 
to show that something has been done as 
well or as soon as possible □ I'll do all I pos¬ 
sibly can. -5. a word used with a negative, to 
emphasize that something is not possible □ 
You can't possibly mean that! 

possum ['pDsam] (pi possum or possums) « a 
small animal with thick fur and a long tail 
that lives in trees, carries its young in a 
pouch on the front of its body, and is found 
in Australia, New Zealand, and the USA. 

post [poost] o n -1. the post the system in a 
country for sending and receiving letters and 
packages □ Further details will be sent by post. □ 
Could you put it in the post for me? □ / got a 
check through the post. -2. letters, packages 
etc that somebody has mailed and that are 
delivered to one’s address □ Did I get any post 
today? -3. a delivery of post □ Has (the) sec¬ 
ond post arrived yet? -A. GB a regular collection 
of post from a mailbox or post office □ / just 
missed the 5:30 post. -5. [in the ground] an 
upright pole fixed into the ground. -6. [in a 
company, at a college] a particular job or posi¬ 
tion in an organization □ I've applied for the 
post of senior accountant. -7. military the par¬ 
ticular place where a soldier is toid or ex¬ 
pected to be □ He fell asleep at his post. -8. 
phrase to pip sb at the post GB to beat sb 
by a very small amount in a competition, 
race etc □ They nearly offered me the job, but I 
was pipped at the post by a younger candidate, 

o vt -1. to send <a letter, package> etc in 
the post □ They're posting me details of the job. 
-2. to send <an employee> to another town 
or country to work □ His wife has been posted 
to China. -3. phrase to keep sb posted to keep 
sb informed about a particular situation □ / 
don't know his plans, but I'll keep you posted. 

Post [poust], Emily (1873-1960) a US writer 
and journalist who gave advice on correct 
behavior in polite society. 

post- prefix added to words and dates to 
show that something took place after a par¬ 
ticular time or event □ post-war politics. 

postage ['poostid3] « the amount of money 
that it costs to send something by post □ 
The price includes postage and handling US or 
postage and packing GB. 

postage paid ad) [envelope] that can be 
mailed without a stamp, because a company 
has printed the value of a stamp on it and 
will pay for it. 

postage stamp n a small piece of paper with 
glue on the back that must be bought and 
stuck onto a letter, package etc before it is 
mailed (formal use). 

postal ['poostl] adj postal system/charges etc 
the system/charges etc connected with the 
public service of collecting and sending let¬ 
ters and packages. 

postal order n in Britain, a note sold in post 
offices that represents a particular amount 
of money and is used for sending money by 
mail. 

postbag [’poustbasg] n GB -1. the bag in which 
a mailman carries letters and packages. 
-2. all the letters that are received by a radio 
or TV station, especially at a particular time 
□ We've had a huge postbag on the subject. 

postbox ['poustbDks] n GB a large container 
with a narrow opening, usually outdoors in 
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a street, into which letters and small pack¬ 
ages can be put in order to be sent by mail. 

postcard l'poustka:rd] n a piece of card, 
usually with a picture on one side, on which 
a message can be written, and that can be 
mailed without an envelope □ I'll send you a 
postcard. 

postcode ['poostkoud] « GB a series of num¬ 
bers and letters written at the end of an ad¬ 
dress to help the post office sort mail more 
quickly. 

postdate [.poust'deit] vt [check, letter] to write 
a date on <sthg> that is later than the date 
when one writes it. 

poster ['poustar] n a large picture, notice, or 
advertisement that is stuck on a wall as a 
decoration or to give information. 

poste restante [us ,poustre'sta:nt, gb ,poust- 
'restrmt] n a system run by post offices in 
some countries that allows all mail sent to a 
particular person to be kept at a post office 
until it is collected. 

posterior [pn'stisno1) o adj that is at the back 
of something or behind another part of some¬ 
thing. o n one’s bottom (humorous use). 

posterity [po'steroti] n all the future and the 
people that will be part of it, including the 
time after one has died □ Her words were rec¬ 
orded for posterity. 

poster paint n paint that contains no oil and 
is often very bright. 

post-free adj & adv gb = postpaid. 

postgraduate [,poust'graed3U3t] o adj [student, 
degree, research] that is connected with stud¬ 
ies that one does at a university after one 
has finished a first degree □ postgraduate stud¬ 
ies. On a postgraduate student. 

posthaste [.poost'heist] adv as quickly as pos¬ 
sible (old-fashioned use). 

posthumous ['pDst/umas] adj [award, medal, 
fame] that somebody has or gets after their 
death. 

posthumously ['pDstJomasli] adv [award, pub¬ 
lish] see posthumous. 

post-industrial adj [age, society] that is con¬ 
nected with changes in the way people live 
and work caused by developments in indus¬ 
try and technology. 

posting ['poustig] n a job that involves mov¬ 
ing to work in a different place □ I'm hoping 
for a posting overseas. 

Post-It™ n a small colored piece of paper for 
writing notes that can be stuck to a surface 
and removed easily. 

postman [’poustmon] (pi postmen [-man]) n a 
person whose job is to collect and deliver 
mail. 

postmark ['poustma:rk] On a mark printed 
over the stamp on letters and packages that 
shows when and where they were mailed, 
o vt to put a postmark on <a letter, pack- 
age> etc. 

postmaster [US 'poustmasstor, GB -maista] n a 
man who is in charge of a post office. 

Postmaster General (pi Postmasters General) 

n the person in charge of the postal service 
in a particular country. 

postmistress ['poustmistras] n a woman who 
is in charge of a post office. 

postmortem [,poust'ma:rtam] o adj [examina¬ 

tion, test] that is carried out on a dead body 
to find out what caused the person’s death. 
On-1. a postmortem examination of a dead 
body. -2. an examination of something that 
was unsuccessful to find out why it failed □ 
After the game there was a long postmortem in 
the locker room. 

postnatal [.poust'neitl] adj [care, depression] 

that is connected with the period of time af¬ 
ter a mother has given birth to a baby. 

post office n -1. a building or store where 
people can send letters and packages, buy 
stamps, and use various other services. 
-2. the Post Office the organization in charge 
of the postal services of a country □ the Unit¬ 
ed States Post Office. 

post office box n a box in a post office in 
which letters and packages that have been 
sent to a particular person or organization 
are kept until they are collected. 

postoperative [.poust'oporstiv] adj [care, exami¬ 

nation] that happens after a medical opera¬ 
tion. 

postpaid [,poust'peid] o adj [letter, envelope] 

that is sent without any charge for postage, 
o adv. You can send the letter post-paid. 

postpone [pous'poun] vt [decision, game] to ar¬ 
range for <sthg> to happen at a later time □ 
The meeting has been postponed until Friday. 

postponement [pous'pounmont] n: see post¬ 
pone. 

postscript ['poostskript] n -1. a short message 
written at the end of a letter, below one’s 
signature. -2. a short piece of information 
added to the end of a story, account, state¬ 
ment etc. 

post-traumatic stress disorder n a mental 
condition that affects people after a trau¬ 
matic experience such as being in a war. 

postulate [US 'pDstJoleit, GB -tjo-] vt [theory, 

idea, cause] to suggest that <sthg> is true or 
correct, even if it has not been proven, so 
that one can use it to help explain some¬ 
thing else. 

posture ['pDstJV] o « -1. the particular posi¬ 
tion of one’s body when one is sitting, 
standing, or walking □ She's got very good/bad 
posture. -2. the attitude that somebody has 
in relation to a particular subject or situation 
□ Their posture on the peace process is quite 
clear, o vi (disapproving use) -1. to pretend to 
have a particular opinion, usually to impress 
people □ Voters are growing tired of politicians 
posturing on every issue that hits the headlines. 
-2. to act in an exaggerated way in order to 
get attention □ the familiar sight of pop stars 
posturing on our TV screens. 

posturing ['pristjarig] n the act of pretending 
to have a particular opinion, usually to im¬ 
press people (disapproving use) □ It's easy to 
see through all their posturing. 
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postviral syndrome [.poustvairal-] « a medical 
condition in which one feels very tired for a 
long time after having a viral illness, 

postwar [,poust'wo;r] adj [era, architecture) that 
is connected with the period immediately 
after a war, especially World War II. 

posy ['pouzi] (pi posies) n a small bunch of 
flowers. 

pot [pDt] (pt & pp potted, cont potting) o n 
-1. [for cooking] a round container, usually 
made of metal or pottery, that is used for 
cooking things; the amount of liquid that 
this holds □ a cooking pot □ a pot of soup 
-2. [for tea, coffee] a container used for serv¬ 
ing tea or coffee; the amount of tea or cof¬ 
fee that this contains. -3. [for paint, honey] a 
deep round container used for keeping 
paint, jam etc in. -4. [for plants] a round con¬ 
tainer used for growing plants in □ a plant 
pot. -5. cannabis (informal and old-fashioned 
use), o vt to put <a plant> in a flowerpot 
filled with earth so that it will grow there, 

potash ['pDtaej'] n a white powdery form of 
potassium, made from burnt wood, that is 
used especially on soil to help crops grow 
better. 

potassium [ps'taesiam] n a soft silver-white 
chemical element. SYMBOL: K. 

potato [pa'teitoo] (pi potatoes) n a round veg¬ 
etable with a red or brown skin and hard 
white flesh that grows underground □ roast 
potatoes □ a potato omelet. 

potato chips us, potato crisps GB npl very 
thin fried slices of potato sold in packets 
and eaten cold as a snack, 

potato peeler « a special kind of knife for re¬ 
moving the skin from vegetables such as po¬ 
tatoes or carrots. 

potbellied [US 'pDtbelid, GB .pDt'belid] adj [per¬ 

son] who has a large round stomach, be¬ 
cause they eat or drink too much or because 
they do not have enough food to eat. 

potboiler ['potboibr] n a book, piece of music 
etc that is produced only to earn money 
quickly. 

potency [’poutsnsi] n: see potent □ A drug of this 
potency should not be given to children. 

potent ['poutant] adj -1. [argument, force] that is 
effective in a particular situation. -2. [drink, 

drug] that has a powerful effect on one’s 
mind or body. 

potentate ['poutnteit] « a ruler who has com¬ 
plete power over the people of a country, 

potential [ps'tenfl] o adj a potential custom¬ 
er/danger etc a customer/danger etc that 
might exist in the future □ There's a potential 
risk involved, a He's a potential candidate for the 
job. o w [of a person, company, plan] the 
qualities of somebody or something that 
might develop in the future □ He has the po¬ 
tential to become a threat. ■ to have potential 
to have a quality that might bring success in 
the future □ This idea has great potential. □ She 
has a lot of potential. 

potentially [pa'tenjli] adv -1. potentially,... a 
word used to say that something might hap¬ 

pen in the future □ Potentially, we could make 
millions. -2. potentially useful/dangerous etc 
that might be useful/dangerous etc in the fu¬ 
ture □ It's a potentially interesting idea. 

pothole [’pDthoul] n -1. a large hole in the sur¬ 
face of a road, caused by damage. -2. a deep 
hole in the ground, often leading to under¬ 
ground passages and caves. 

potholer ['pothouiy] n GB a person who goes 
potholing. 

potholing [’pDthouliri] n to go potholing GB to 
explore potholes and underground caves as 
a sport. 

potion ['poojn] n a drink containing medicine, 
poison, or a substance that is believed to 
have magical powers □ a magic/love potion. 

potluck [.pDt'lAk] n to take potluck to choose 
something from what is available without 
knowing what exactly it will be. 

Potomac [pa'toumaek]: the Potomac a river in 
the eastern USA that separates West Vir¬ 
ginia and Maryland. 

pot plant n a plant grown indoors in a pot. 

potpourri [,poupu'ri:] n a mixture of dried 
leaves and pieces of flowers with spices 
added, kept in a bowl to make a room smell 
pleasant. 

pot roast n a piece of meat cooked slowly in 
a covered pot with a small amount of li¬ 
quid. 

potshot ['potjot] n to take a potshot to shoot 
carelessly at something without aiming 
properly. 

potted ['potsd] adj -1. a potted plant a plant 
that is grown in a pot. -2. GB [meat, fish] that 
is cooked and then preserved in a container. 
-3. a potted history/biography etc GB a short 
history/biography etc that only gives the 
main facts □ He gave us a potted history of the 
music industry. 

potter ['pDtsr] « a person who makes pots, 
dishes etc out of clay. 

♦ potter about, potter around vi gb to 
spend time doing small pleasant jobs or ac¬ 
tivities without hurrying □ He likes nothing 
better than pottering about at home. 

Potter ['pots'], Beatrix (1866-1943) a British 
writer and artist. She wrote and illustrated 
many children’s stories about animals. 

Potteries ['pntariz]: the Potteries a region in 
Staffordshire in the west of central England 
where the pottery industry is based. 

potter's wheel « a flat wheel that spins 
around and is used by potters to make pot¬ 
tery out of wet clay. 

pottery [’potan] (pi potteries) n -1. a collective 
term for objects such as dishes and pots 
made out of baked clay □ She's got some 
lovely pottery. -2. the skills of a potter □ He 
teaches pottery. -3. the place where pottery is 
produced □ We visited the local pottery. 

potting compost ['potirj-] n a type of com¬ 
post used especially indoors or in window 
boxes to help young plants to grow. 
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potty fpDti] {pi potties) n a bowl used by a 
very young child as a toilet. 

potty-trained adj to be potty-trained [child] to 
be able to use a potty or toilet and no long¬ 
er need to wear diapers. 

pouch [pa(jtJ"] « -1. a small bag for keeping 
things such as tobacco. -2. a pocket of skin 
in which some animals, e.g. kangaroos, car¬ 
ry their young. 

pouffe [pu:f] tt gb a soft low seat without a 
back that is often used for resting one’s feet 
on. 

poultice [’pouitas] n a piece of cloth covered 
with a warm mixture and placed against 
one’s skin to reduce pain or swelling. 

poultry ['pooltri] o « the meat of birds such 
as chickens and geese that are kept on a 
farm, o npl birds such as chickens and geese 
that are kept on a farm to supply eggs and 
meat. 

pounce [pauns] vi -1. to suddenly try to catch 
or attack a person or animal, usually after 
waiting for the right moment □ The cat 
pounced on or upon the mouse. □ The police 
pounced in the early hours of the morning. □ The 
attackers pounced on or upon them in a dark 
alleyway. -2. to pounce on or upon sthg [on an 

idea, comment! to notice sthg and immediate¬ 
ly draw attention to it □ There was one small 
error, which she immediately pounced on. 

pound [paund] o n -1. the unit of money in 
Britain, equal to 100 pence □ It costs five 
pounds. -2. the pound the value of British 
currency in relation to other currencies □ 
There are eight francs to the pound. -3. [of 

weight] a unit (16 ounces) for measuring 
weight. -4. [for dogs, cars] a place where lost 
dogs, or cars that have been parked illegally, 
are kept by the police. 

o vt -1. [table, door, wall] to hit <sthg> loudly 
with one’s fist several times. -2. [grain, corn] 

to crush <sthg> into a powder or paste by 
hitting or pressing it with a heavy object, 
o vi -1. [person] to hit something loudly 
with one’s fist several times □ He pounded on 
the door. -2. [heart] to beat very fast because 
one is excited, scared etc □ My heart was 
pounding as I approached the door. 

Pound [paund], Ezra (1885-1972) a US poet 
and critic whose major work is the Cantos. 

pounding ['paundirfi n -1. [of somebody's fists, 

heart] the sound of something that pounds. 
-2. to get or take a pounding [city, town] to be 
very badly damaged by bombing; [team, 

country] to be badly defeated. 

pound sterling n the unit of money in Brit¬ 
ain. 

pour [po:r] o vt -1. [liquid, grain, sugar] to make 
<sthg> flow out of a container by lifting the 
lower part of the container □ She poured the 
sugar into a bowl. ■ to pour sb a drink, to pour 
a drink for sb to fill a cup or glass with a liq¬ 
uid so that sb can drink it □ Let me pour you 
a whiskey. -2. to pour money into sthg [into a 

project, business] to spend a lot of money on 
the development of sthg □ They keep pouring 

money into that company, but it will never make a 
profit. 

o vi -1. [liquid, sweat, smoke] to flow quickly 
and in large amounts out of or into some¬ 
thing □ The water was pouring down the roof. 
-2. [people, traffic] to move somewhere to¬ 
gether quickly and in large numbers □ Tour¬ 
ists poured into the city for the festival, 

o v impers to rain heavily □ It's pouring {with 
rain)! 

♦ pour in vi [people, news, letters] to arrive 
quickly in large quantities □ / hear the offers 
have been pouring in since the show. 

♦ pour out vt sep -1. to pour sthg out [liquid] 

to make sthg flow out of a container by lift¬ 
ing the container □ / poured out drinks for both 
of us. □ He poured out the contents into the sink. 
-2. to pour out one's thoughts/feelings etc to 
tell somebody one’s thoughts/feelings etc in 
an emotional way, usually because one is 
worried, upset etc □ She poured her heart out 
to me. 

pouring ['poirig] adj the pouring rain rain that 
is falling very fast and hard. 

pout [paut] o vi to push one’s lips forward, 
e.g. when one is annoyed or as a way of 
trying to look attractive in a photograph □ / 
saw her pouting on the cover of "Vanity Fair", 
o n the act of pouting; the position one's 
lips are in when one pouts □ "I suppose so," 
she said with a pout. 

poverty ['pDvati] « -1. the state of being poor 
□ They live in utter poverty. -2. a poverty of 
sthg [of imagination, resources] a lack of sthg □ 
There's a .terrible poverty of thought in the gov¬ 
ernment. 

poverty line n to be on the poverty line to 
have just enough money for one’s food, bills 
etc. 

poverty-stricken adj [person, area, organization] 
that is very poor. 

poverty trap n GB a situation in which a poor 
person continues to depend on financial 
help from their government because any job 
they can get will cause them to lose this 
help, without providing more money than 
they already receive from the state, 

pow [pau] excl a word used to represent the 
sound that is made when something ex¬ 
plodes or when two objects hit one another. 

POW « abbr of prisoner of war. 

powder ['panda'] o « a solid substance in the 
form of tiny particles, o vt [face, body] to put 
cosmetic powder on cone’s skin>. 

powder compact n a small flat case contain¬ 
ing a woman’s face powder, a powder puff, 
and a mirror. 

powdered ['paudard] adj -1. [milk, sugar, eggs] 

that is sold or used in the form of a powder. 
-2. [face, skin] that has powder on it. 

powder puff n a round piece of soft thick 
material used for putting cosmetic powder 
on one’s face or body. 

powder room « a women’s rest room (polite 

use). 

powdery ['paudari] adj -1. [substance, snow] 
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that is like powder. -2. [surface] that is cov¬ 
ered in powder. 

power ['pau3r] o n -1. [of a person, organization, 

government] control and influence that some¬ 
body or something has over people and 
situations □ He was more interested in power 
than money. □ You can never underestimate the 
power of the media. □ The regime is desperately 
trying to hold onto its power. ■ to be in power 
[politician, party] to be in charge of the gov¬ 
ernment of a country □ They've been in power 
for ten years now. ■ to come to or into power 
[politician, party] to start to be in charge of the 
government of a country □ When we came to 
power, unemployment was at its highest in over 
50 years. ■ to have power over sb to have 
control or authority over sb. ■ to take power 
to take control of the government of a 
country without having been elected, espe¬ 
cially by using violence. -2. a particular skill 
or ability to do something o mental powers □ 
He claims to have the power to heal the sick. ■ 
the power of speech/hearing the ability to 
talk/hear -3. [of the courts, police, army] a legal 
right that a person or organization has □ /As 
a citizen you have the power to vote. ■ it is in or 

within my power to do sthg I have the 
authority to do sthg □ / did everything within 
my power to help. -4. [of a person, animal, explo¬ 

sion] the physical strength of somebody or 
something. -5. technology energy that is 
produced in a particular way and is used to 
make machines work □ wind/solar/steam pow¬ 
er. -6. electricity electricity that is used for 
lighting, heating, operating machines etc □ 
Don't forget to switch the power off. -7. [in inter¬ 

national politics] a strong and influential or¬ 
ganization, country etc n world powers such 
as the USA and Japan. ■ the powers that be 
the people in important and official jobs 
whose decisions affect one’s life □ The pow¬ 
ers that be have decided that I should leave, 
o vt [machine, device] to give <sthg> the 
power it needs to work □ powered by solar 
energy □ a steam-powered locomotive. 

power base n a group of people or an area 
that provides somebody, especially a politi¬ 
cian, with the support that makes them 
powerful or important. 

powerboat ['pau3rbout] n a very fast motor- 
boat. 

power broker n a person who helps to de¬ 
cide questions of political power and influ¬ 
ence, especially in disagreements between 
nations. 

power cut n a period of time during which 
the supply of electricity to a building, area 
etc is stopped. 

power failure n a period of time during 
which the supply of electricity to a building, 
area etc is stopped because of a technical 
problem. 

powerful ['pauafll] adj -1. [member, organization, 

government] that has a lot of control and in¬ 
fluence over people, events etc □ She's be¬ 
come extremely powerful within the organization. 
-2. [person, animal, explosion] that is physically 

strong □ Her powerful shoulders strained to lift 
the weight. -3. [drug] that has a strong effect 
on somebody’s body or mind; [smell, aroma] 

that is very strong and usually unpleasant; 
[sound, voice] that is loud. -4. [movie, speech, 

book] that has a strong effect on people’s 
feelings □ / find his poems very powerful. 

powerhouse ['pauafliaus, pi -hauziz] n a per¬ 
son, organization etc that is very strong or 
that produces a lot of good ideas or things □ 
He's an intellectual powerhouse. 

powerless ['pausflss] adj to be powerless [per¬ 

son, organization] not to have the necessary 
power or influence to do something □ We 
are powerless to stop them. 

power line « a cable that carries electricity, 

power of attorney n the official authority, in 
the form of a document, that allows some¬ 
body to represent another person in busi¬ 
ness or legal matters, 

power outage k us = power failure, 

power plant « US = power station, 

power point n GB a device attached to a wall 
that has a set of holes which electricity 
passes through when a plug is pushed into 
them. 

power-sharing [-Jearir)] « -1. politics the sys¬ 
tem of sharing power between political par¬ 
ties when no party has enough votes to rule 
alone. -2. business the system of sharing 
power between workers and management, 

power station n a building where electricity 
is produced for a lot of people to use. 

power steering n a system that makes it 
easier for one to steer a car, truck etc by 
using power from the engine, 

power worker n a person who works at a 
power station. 

pp -1. abbr of pages. -2. (abbr of per procu¬ 
rationem) a phrase written before a person’s 
name when somebody else is signing a let¬ 
ter or document as their representative, 

p & p (abbr of postage and packing) n GB a 
charge made for packing and mailing some¬ 
thing that somebody has bought. 

PPE (abbr of philosophy, politics, and econom¬ 
ics) n GB a combination of subjects taken to¬ 
gether as a degree course at some univer¬ 
sities. 

P-plates npl in Australia, plates with the let¬ 
ter P on them that a driver has to show at 
the front and back of their car for a year af¬ 
ter they have passed their driving test, 

ppm (abbr of parts per million) chemistry a 
term used when measuring small amounts 
of a substance contained in another sub¬ 
stance. 

PPS (abbr of parliamentary private secretary) 
On a British member of parliament who 
also works as a government minister’s assis¬ 
tant. o a phrase written after a PS note in a 
letter or document, to show that a second 
note is being added. 

PQ abbr of Province of Quebec. 

Pr abbr of Prince. 
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PR O n -1. abbr of proportional representation. 
-2. abbr of public relations, o abbr of Puerto 
Rico. 

practicable ['praektikabl] adj (task, plan, idea] 

that can be done or carried out successfully, 

practical [ praktikl] o adj -1. [training, question) 

that is connected with a real situation and 
not just ideas □ What you need is to get some 
practical experience working on a farm. -2. 
[person] who deals with problems in a sen¬ 
sible way; [idea, suggestion, solution] that is 
sensible and likely to succeed □ I'm sure she'll 
think of something — she's very practical. □ Can 
anybody think of a practical way out of this situa¬ 
tion? -3. [person] who is good at doing things 
that involve using their hands □ I'm not very 
practical when it comes to repairs. -4. [device, 

tool, piece of clothing] that has been designed 
to be useful and easy to use, not to be at¬ 
tractive □ If you're going to do a lot of walking, 
get a good, practical pair of boots. 

On a lesson or exam in which one has to 
make something or do an experiment rather 
than just learn or write about something a a 
physics/chemistry practical. 

practicality fpraekti'kaebti] « [of a person, idea] 
see practical. 

♦ practicalities np>l details of an idea or plan 
that are connected with the way something 
is actually done □ We're ready to start talking 
about the practicalities of the move. 

practical joke « a trick played on somebody 
to make them look silly and to make other 
people laugh. 

practically fpraektikli] odv -1. [talk, suggest, 

think] in a sensible way. -2. almost □ We'd 
practically finished by the time they arrived. □ It 
involved practically all of us. 

practice ['praektas] o n -1. activity that one 
does regularly to improve one’s ability to do 
something; a period of time that one spends 
doing such an activity □ I haven't had much 
practice recently. □ She does two hours' practice 
a week. □ I have football practice this afternoon. 
□ Choir practice starts at seven, m to be out of 
practice not to be able to do something as 
well as one used to because one has not 
done it recently o / don't know if I'll be able to 
remember any tunes, I'm so out of practice. 
-2. to put sthg into practice [theory, plan! to 
use sthg in a real situation in order to see if 
it is effective or useful □ We'll only be able to 
tell when we put the idea into practice. ■ in prac¬ 
tice a phrase used to describe what happens 
when something is actually done rather 
than what is supposed to happen in theory 
□ This is all right in theory, but in practice I think 
we may have some problems. -3. [of a particular 

society, religion] a way of behaving or doing 
something that is usual among a particular 
group of people □ business/religious practices. 
-4. [of a lawyer, doctor] the business of a law¬ 
yer, doctor, dentist etc □ They opened their 
practice in 1987. 

o vt US -1. [skill, sport, violin] to use or do 
<sthg> in order to get better at it □ / never 
get the chance to practice my Spanish. 

-2. [religion, democracy] to act according to 
the ideas or rules of <sthg> □ People are be¬ 
ing encouraged to practice safe sex. 
-3. [medicine, law] to work in <a particular 
profession;*. ■ to practice what one preaches 
to do the same things oneself that one tells 
other people that they should do □ Why don't 
you try practicing what you preach, rather than 
just criticizing all the time? 

o vi US -1. to practice a skill, sport etc □ / re¬ 
ally can t play this very well — I'll have to prac¬ 
tice. -2. [doctor, lawyer] to work in a profes¬ 
sion □ How long have you been practicing now? 

practiced us, practised gb ['praektast] adj 
[teacher, liar] who is good at something be¬ 
cause they have done it often in the past □ 
He is practiced at dealing with difficult situations. 

practicing us, practising gb ['praektasig] adj 
-1. [doctor, lawyer] who is currendy working 
in their particular profession. -2. a practicing 
Christian/Jew etc a Christian/Jew etc who 
worships regularly. ■ a practicing homosex¬ 
ual a homosexual man who has sex with 
other men (formal use). 

practise ['pnektas] vt & vi GB = practice, 

practised adj GB = practiced, 

practising adj GB = practicing, 

practitioner [praek'tijnar] « a person who 
works as a doctor or lawyer □ a medical/legal 
practitioner. 

pragmatic [prasg'maetik] adj [person] who deals 
with problems and makes decisions based 
on facts and real situations rather than on 
theories and principles □ We prefer to take a 
pragmatic approach to solving problems. 

pragmatism [’praegmatizm] n the quality of 
being pragmatic. 

pragmatist ['praegmatast] n a person who is 
pragmatic. 

Prague [pra:g] the capital of the Czech Repub¬ 
lic, and its largest city, population: 1,212,010. 

prairie ['preari] n a large area of flat grassy 
land with no trees, especially in North 
America. 

praise [preiz] o n -1. something that is said or 
written to show approval and admiration □ / 
have nothing but praise for your decision. -2. 
religion the act of worshiping and thanking 
God. -3. to sing sb's praises to praise sb a lot 
and with great enthusiasm, o vt -1. to speak 
or write in a way that shows one thinks 
<sb/sthg> is very good □ She praised the way 
in which they had handled the situation. 
-2. religion to express thanks to <God>. 

praiseworthy ['preizw3:rc)i] adj [action, attempt, 
effort] that is good and deserves praise, 

praline [US 'preiliin, GB 'pro:-] n a candy that is 
made by cooking nuts in burnt sugar, 

pram [praem] n GB a small vehicle with four 
wheels and a folding cover in which babies 
are pushed. 

prance [US praens, GB prams] vi -1. [person, child] 
to walk or move around while moving one’s 
arms and legs a lot, in order to get people’s 
attention or because one is happy. -2. [horse] 
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to move around while lifting its legs high in 
the air. 

prank [praerjk] n a trick done to make some¬ 
body look silly □ Somebody played a prank on 
him. 

prawn [prain] n a small pink shellfish with 
many legs and a tail, eaten as food, 

prawn cocktail n GB a dish, often eaten at 
the beginning of a meal, that consists of 
prawns, lettuce, and a sauce, 

prawn cracker « GB a kind of food that tastes 
of prawns and looks like a potato chip, 

pray [prei] vi -1. religion to speak to God 
either in one’s mind or aloud in order to 
give thanks or ask for help □ / will pray to 
God/Allah for your soul. -2. to pray for sthg to 
hope for sthg very strongly □ We've been 
praying for rain. 

prayer [preor] n -1. the act of praying □ Every¬ 
body knelt in prayer. -2. the words one speaks 
when one prays, especially when they have 
been written in a fixed form □ As children we 
always said our prayers before going to bed. -3. a 
strong hope or wish. 

♦ prayers a pi a religious meeting in which a 
group of people says prayers together □ fami¬ 
ly prayers. 

prayer book n a book containing prayers for 
people to say in church and at home, 

prayer meeting n a public religious meeting 
in some Protestant churches where people 
say their own prayers to God. 

PRC abbr of People's Republic of China, 

pre- tpri:] prefix used to refer to the period be¬ 
fore a particular event, period, or date □ pre- 
1945 □ pre-school years. 

preach [priitj] o vf -1. religion [sermon, religion] 

to spread <a religious message, belief> etc 
by speaking to a group of people, usually as 
part of a church service □ Missionaries traveled 
the country preaching Christianity. -2. [peace, vio¬ 

lence] to try to persuade other people to ac¬ 
cept <sthg that one believes in> □ He 
preaches love and brotherhood, o vi -1. religion 
[priest, minister] He will be preaching to the con¬ 
gregation. -2. [father, politician) to give some¬ 
body advice in a boring, often critical, way 
(disapproving use) □ I'm fed up with him preach¬ 
ing at me all the time. 

preacher ['pri:tJar] n a person who preaches, 
especially in a Protestant church, 

preamble [pri'aembl] n an introduction to a 
speech or piece of writing, usually explain¬ 
ing its purpose □ Well, without any preamble, 
let us begin. 

Preamble n the Preamble (to the Constitution) 
the introduction to the US Constitution, 

prearranged [,pri:3'reind3d] adj [meeting, ap¬ 

pointment, signal] that is arranged or agreed 
before it happens. 

precarious [pri'kearias] adj -1. [hold, grip] that 
is not firm and so is unsafe; [building, ladder] 

that is unstable and likely to fall □ He was 
stuck in a precarious position at the top of the 
slope. □ That chair looks a bit precarious. -2. 
[situation, position] that is difficult or hard to 

control and makes one feel that one is likely 
to fail at any time □ My future at Goldblatt is 
looking rather precarious. 

precariously [pri'keariasli] adv [sit, perch, live) 

see precarious. 

precast [US pri:'ka;st, GB -’karst] adj precast con¬ 
crete concrete blocks that are used to make 
buildings. 

precaution [pri'korjn] « something one does 
to try to stop something unpleasant or un¬ 
wanted from happening □ He fitted extra locks 
as a precaution against theft. □ We must take 
precautions against it happening again. 

precautionary [us pri'korjaneri, gb -nari] adj 
[action, measure] that is used as a precaution. 

precede [pri'sird] vt -1. [event, period] to hap¬ 
pen or exist before <sthg> □ Things became 
increasingly hectic in the weeks preceding her de¬ 
parture. □ The launch of the service was preced¬ 
ed by months of speculation that it would never 
happen. -2. [person] to go somewhere before 
or in front of <sb> □ Delaney entered the 
building preceded by his bodyguards. -3. [sen¬ 

tence, paragraph, chapter] to come before 
<sthg> in a piece of writing. 

precedence [’presidans] n to have or take prec¬ 
edence over sb/sthg [factor, job] to be consid¬ 
ered more important than sb/sthg else and 
so be dealt with first □ I'm afraid the McCann 
deal must take precedence over internal matters. 

precedent [’presidant] « an action, decision, or 
idea from the past that is used to justify a 
similar action or decision in the present □ 
There is no precedent for an attack of this scale. 
□ The decision could set a new legal precedent. 

preceding [pri'siidirj] adj -1. [year, month] that 
comes just before the time or event one is 
speaking about. -2. [chapter, paragraph] that 
comes just before a particular part in a piece 
of writing. 

precept ['prnsept] n a general rule that helps 
one decide what to do or how to behave □ 
one of the basic precepts of Buddhist philosophy. 

precinct [‘priisirjkt] tt -1. US one of several 
areas that a city or town is divided into for 
purposes of administration □ a police/voting 
precinct -2. GB a shopping area in a city or 
town where no vehicles are allowed □ a 
shopping precinct. 

♦ precincts npl [of an institution, organization] 

the area around a building □ Any unauthorized 
vehicle parked in the university precincts will be 
removed. 

precious [’prejbs] adj -1. [memory, possession] 

that is very special and important to one □ 
This book is very precious to me. -2. [jewel, ob¬ 

ject, material] that is rare and costs a lot of 
money. -3. a word used when one is angry 
at somebody to talk about something that 
one thinks is too important to them □ You 
can keep your precious car! -4. precious little 
very little □ The talks offered precious little hope 
of peace. □ There's precious little else to do 
around here. -5. [person, behavior] that one 
finds insincere and unnatural. 
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precious metal n any rare and valuable met¬ 
al, e.g. gold. 

precious stone n any rare and valuable jew¬ 
el, e.g. a diamond. 

precipice [’presapas] n a section of steep rock 
on a cliff, mountain etc. 

precipitate [adj pra'sipatat, vb pra'sipiteit] (for¬ 
mal use) o adj [action, decision] that happens 
too quickly without careful thought first, 
o vt [crisis, decline, resignation] to make 
<sthg> happen very suddenly or more 
quickly than expected □ We need to look at 
what exactly precipitated these riots. 

precipitation [pra.sipa'teifn] n -1. chemistry the 
process in which a solid substance becomes 
separated from a liquid. -2. weather snow, 
rain, or hail that falls to the ground, 

precipitous [pra'sipatas] adj -1. [area, hillside, 

road] that is very steep. -2. (action, decision] 

that happens very quickly without careful 
thought first. 

precis [US prei'si:, GB ’preisi:] {pi precis [-z]) n 
[of a book, report, article] a short piece of writ¬ 
ing that gives only the main ideas, argu¬ 
ments etc of a larger piece of writing, 

precise [pri'sais] adj [moment, nature, details] ex¬ 
act □ On that precise date he was in Santa Fe. □ 
Do you have any more precise information? m to 
be precise a phrase used to add information 
that is more exact to a more general state¬ 
ment one has already made □ I'll be away for 
a while — 14 days, to be precise. 

precisely [pri'saisli] adv -1. [explain, instruct, de¬ 

scribe] in a way that is accurate and includes 
every necessary detail □ That is precisely what 
happened. -2. a word used to show that one 
agrees completely with what somebody has 
just said □ "You mean he should resign?" — 
"Precisely!" 

precision [pra's^n] o n the quality of being 
exact and accurate □ She followed the instruc¬ 
tions with the utmost care and precision, o comp 
precision bombing the bombing of specially 
chosen targets that is done with great accu¬ 
racy. ■ precision instruments instruments that 
are made with great care and produce very 
accurate results. 

preclude [pri'kluid] vt to make it impossible 
for <sthg> to happen (formal use) □ Taking the 
job at Abbots will not preclude you from working 
freelance for us. 

precocious [pra'koojas] adj [child] who is very 
intelligent and acts in a way that seems 
more like an adult than a child □ her preco¬ 
cious abilities/behavior. 

preconceived [.pri.-kan'siivd] adj [idea, notion] 

that one has before one knows or under¬ 
stands very much about a subject, 

preconception [.priikan'sepfin] n an idea or be¬ 
lief that one has before one knows or 
understands very much about a subject □ / 
had no preconceptions about the place before I 
arrived. 

precondition [.priikan'difn] tt something that 
has to be done or agreed upon before some¬ 
thing else can happen (formal use) □ They've 

made disarmament a precondition for further 
talks. 

precooked [,pri:'kokt] adj [food, meal] that has 
already been partly or completely cooked 
and can be heated up quickly before being 
eaten. 

precursor [pri'k3:rsar] n something that existed 

before something more important or suc¬ 

cessful and that influenced its development 

(formal use) □ It was the precursor of or to the 
modern jet plane. 

predate [prfi'deit] vt to come or exist before 
<sthg> in time (formal use) □ This wall pre¬ 
dates the rest of the cathedral. 

predator ['predatafi n -1. a predatory bird or 
animal. -2. a predatory person, 

predatory [us 'predatoiri, gb -atri] adj -1. 
[animal, bird] that kills and eats other birds or 
animals. -2. [person] who takes advantage 
of other people who are weak in order to 
benefit themselves. 

predecease [,pri:di'si:s] vt (husband, wife] to die 
before <sb> (formal use), 

predecessor ['pri:dasesar] n -1. a person who 
had a particular job or position before some¬ 
body else □ / aim to build on the good work al¬ 
ready done by my predecessor. -2. a machine, 
device etc that was used for a particular pur¬ 
pose before it was replaced by a newer one 
□ This model is more economical than its prede¬ 
cessor. 

predestination [prii.desti'neijn] n religion the 
belief that events cannot be controlled or 
changed by humans but are decided in ad¬ 
vance by God or fate. 

predestine [prii’destin] vt to be predestined to 
do sthg to be intended by God, fate etc to 
do sthg □ The whole enterprise was predestined 
to fail. 

predetermine [lpri:di't3:rman] vt [course of 
events, future] to decide in advance how 
<sthg> will happen or be. 

predetermined [,pri:di't3:rmand] adj [date, 
place, price] that is decided in advance, 

predicament [pri'dikamant] n a difficult or em¬ 
barrassing situation □ I'm in a real predicament. 

predicate ['predikat] n grammar the part of a 
sentence that gives information about the 
subject of the sentence. In the sentence “I 
saw her" the predicate is “saw her", 

predict [pra'dikt] vt [event, result] to say that 
<sthg> will happen in the future □ He reck¬ 
ons he can predict the future. □ It is very difficult 
to predict what might happen. 

predictable [pra'diktabl] adj -1. [result, event] 
that can be predicted □ The election outcome 
was fairly predictable. -2. [person] who never 
does anything unexpected □ / knew you'd be 
here — you're so predictable. 

predictably [pra'diktabli] adv a word used to 
show that one is not surprised about some¬ 
thing because it is usual or what one ex¬ 
pected □ Predictably, he failed to show up. □ 
They were predictably disappointed. 

prediction [pra'dikfn] « -1. [of an event, result] 
see predict. -2. a statement in which one 
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says what one thinks is going to happen in 
the future □ What's your prediction for the Su¬ 
per Bowl this year? □ / wouldn't like to make a 
prediction at this stage. 

predictor [pra'dikt3r] n something such as a 
fact or figure that is used to help one predict 
something. 

predigest [,pri:dai'd3est] vt to make cinforma- 
tion> easier to understand by presenting it 
in a simple form and explaining it. 

predilection [US .preda'lekjn, GB ,pri:d-] n a pre¬ 
dilection for sthg a particular lilting for sthg □ 
This film director has always had a predilection for 
gratuitous violence. 

predispose fpriidi'spouz] vt to be predisposed 
to do sthg to be likely to do sthg as a result 
of one’s character □ He is predisposed to vio¬ 
lent outbursts. 

predisposition [.priidispa'zijn] n to have a pre¬ 
disposition to or toward sthg to be likely to 
do sthg as a result of one’s character, 

predominance [pri'dDminans] n -1. a greater 
number of one kind of person or thing than 
of any other □ There is a predominance of old 
people living in this area. -2. the greatest 
amount of power or influence □ Moderates 
now have predominance in the party. 

predominant [predominant] adj [idea, feature, 

mood] that is most important or noticeable, 

predominantly [pri'dominantli] adv mainly □ 
The reasons are predominantly economic. 

predominate [pri'dDimneit] vi -1. to exist in 
greater numbers than any other type of per¬ 
son or thing □ Men still predominate in posi¬ 
tions of power. -2. to be most important or 
noticeable □ Moderate views now predominate 
among the leaders. 

preeminent [prii'eminant] adj [politician, figure, 

role] that is the most important, successful 
etc of a particular kind of person or thing, 

preempt [pri'empt] vt (action, decision] to pre¬ 
vent <sthg> from happening or being com¬ 
pleted by saying or doing something that 
makes it unnecessary or impossible □ I'll try 
not to preempt what Alan is going to say. 

preemptive [pri'emptiv] adj [attack, offer] that 
preempts something. 

preemptive strike n a military attack that is 
intended to destroy an enemy’s army or 
equipment before they have acted, 

preen [pri:n] vt -1. to preen itself [bird] to clean 
and smooth its feathers using its beak. -2. to 
preen oneself [person] to spend time making 
oneself look attractive and tidy, 

preexisting [.pring'zistirj] adj [illness, tension] 

that already exists (formal use), 

prefab ['priifaeb] n a house that is built quickly 
using complete sections that have already 
been made in a factory, 

prefabricate [,pri:'faebrikeit] vt to make com¬ 
plete sections of <a building, ship> etc in 
large quantities in a factory so that they can 
be put together quickly and easily □ a prefab¬ 
ricated hut. 

preface [‘prefas] o n the words written at the 

beginning of a book as an introduction □ the 
preface to the text, o vt to preface sthg with 
sthg/by doing sthg to introduce sthg with 
sthg/by doing sthg □ He prefaced the an¬ 
nouncement with a brief explanation. 

prefect ['priifekt] n GB an older pupil in a 
school who has been given the responsibil¬ 
ity of controlling the other pupils, 

prefer [pri'f3:r] (yt & pp preferred, cont prefer¬ 
ring) vt to like <sb/sthg> more than some¬ 
body or something else □ / prefer these shoes 
to those boots. □ / would prefer to play tennis ra¬ 
ther than watch TV. □ She prefers walking for the 
simple reason that it's cheaper. □ I'd prefer it if 
you didn't smoke. 

preferable [’prefrabl] adj to be preferable to be 

more likely to be successful, effective, or ac¬ 
ceptable than something else □ It is preferable 
to reserve places in advance. □ Obviously, sitting 
in the car is preferable to standing in the rain. 

preferably ['prefrabli] adv a word used to 
introduce a fact, suggestion etc that one 
thinks is preferable □ Could you return it to me 
soon, preferably by Thursday? 

preference fprefrans] n -1. a liking for one 
person or thing rather than another (formal 
use) □ / have a preference for modem art. □ / 
don't know much about her personal preferences. 
-2. to give sb/sthg preference, to give prefer¬ 
ence to sb/sthg to treat sb/sthg as being 
more important than somebody or some¬ 
thing else □ Preference will be given to those 
who already have some experience. -3. pouncs 
AUS the candidate one votes for who is not 
one’s main choice. 

W PREFERENCES 

In Australia, where the preferential voting 
system is used in general elections, political 
parties make unofficial agreements to en¬ 
courage their supporters to give their prefer¬ 
ences (their second, third etc choices) to 
particular parties. This is called “trading 
preferences”. 

preference shares npl gb = preferred stock, 

preferential [,prefa'renJT] adj [treatment, rate] 

that shows somebody special favor that is 
not shown to other people □ preferential 
terms. 

preferential voting system n a system of 
voting at elections in which voters have to 
mark the candidates who are their first, sec¬ 
ond, third etc choices. 

preferred [pri'f3:rd] adj [course of action, choice] 

that one prefers to something else, 

preferred stock n stock in a company that 
gives its holders special rights over other 
stockholders, e.g. the right to be repaid first 
if the company closes. 

prefigure [pri:1figjar] vt to show or suggest 
that <sthg> will happen later (formal use), 

prefix ['priifiks] n grammar a letter or group of 
letters placed at the beginning of a word to 
change its meaning, e.g. “pro” or “anti”. 
NOTE: Compare suffix. 
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pregnancy ['pregnansi] (pi pregnancies) tt -1. 
the condition of being pregnant □ the prob¬ 
lem of unwanted pregnancies among teenage 
girls. -2. the period of time during which a 
woman or female animal is pregnant □ She 
had few problems during her pregnancy. 

pregnancy test n a medical test that shows 
whether a woman is pregnant or not. 

pregnant ['pregnant] adj -1. (woman, female ani¬ 

mal] that has a baby growing in her body □ 
She's three months pregnant. -2. [pause, remark] 

that is full of a particular meaning, especial¬ 
ly when it is not openly expressed or ex¬ 
plained □ The moment was pregnant with antici¬ 
pation. 

preheated [,pri:’hi:tad] adj loven] that has been 
switched on before food is put in to be 
cooked. 

prehistoric LprhhTstorik] adj (man, weapon] 

that belongs to the period before history be¬ 
gan to be recorded. 

prehistory [,pri:'histri] n the time in history 
before written records were kept. 

pre-industrial adj [society, era] that existed or 
happened in the time before factories and 
machines were used to produce goods in 
large quantities. 

prejudge [,pri:'d3Ad3] vt [person, outcome, issue] 

to decide what one thinks about <sb/sthg> 
before one knows all the facts □ / refuse to 
prejudge him on the basis of a few newspaper re¬ 
ports. 

prejudice ['pred3adas] o n an unreasonable, 
unfair, and often unfavorable opinion about 
somebody or something □ a victim of racial 
prejudice □ The Catholic community had long 
complained of the prejudice shown against it by 
the Protestant majority. ■ to the prejudice of 
sthg in a way that harms sthg (formal use) □ 
He was unable to provide references, to the 
prejudice of his application, o vt -1. to influence 
<sb> unfairly □ The judge prejudiced them 
against/in favor of the defendant. -2. to cause 
damage to <sb’s case, chances> etc. 

prejudiced ['pred^adast] adj to be prejudiced 
[person, opinion, judgment] to show prejudice □ 
The management is prejudiced in favor of the lat¬ 
est proposals. □ My neighbor is prejudiced against 
Puerto Ricans. 

prejudicial [,pred3a'diJT] adj [action, situation] 

that harms somebody or something □ The le¬ 
galization of cannabis would be prejudicial to pub¬ 
lic health. 

prelate ['prelot] n religion a priest of high rank 
such as a bishop. 

preliminary [US pra'limaneri, GB -inri] {pi pre¬ 
liminaries) adj [test, report] that comes at the 
beginning of a process, series of events etc, 
especially in order to prepare for the more 
important part of it □ There will be a prelimi¬ 
nary court hearing at the end of the month. 

♦ preliminaries npl -1. things that have to be 
done to prepare for something more impor¬ 
tant n Once we've got all the preliminaries out of 
the way, we can get down to business. -2. sport 
a contest that is held before the main part 

premium 

of a competition begins, to decide who is al¬ 
lowed to take part in it. 

prelims ['pridimz] npl the first exams taken in 
some universities and colleges by students 
preparing for a particular degree. 

preloved [.prii'Lvvd] adj AUS second-hand (in¬ 
formal use). 

prelude [’preljuid] n a prelude to sthg some¬ 
thing that comes before sthg bigger or more 
important and acts as an introduction to it □ 
The agreement is being seen as a prelude to 
peace. 

premarital [US .prii'mentl, GB -'maer-] adj pre¬ 
marital sex sex before marriage, 

premature [US ,pri:ma'tur, GB 'prematfa] adj -1. 
[death, baldness] that happens before the 
usual or expected time. -2. [baby] that is bom 
earlier than expected □ She was bom five 
weeks premature. -3. to be premature to be 
too soon and therefore not suitable □ It 
would be premature to talk of victory right now. □ 
I think you may have been a little premature in 
your celebrations. 

prematurely [us ,pri:ma'turli, GB ‘premat Jali] odv 
[die, decide] sooner than expected or than is 
suitable. 

premeditated [prii'mediteitad] adj [action, crime, 

murder] that is carefully considered and 
planned in advance. 

premenstrual syndrome, premenstrual ten¬ 
sion [.prumenstrual-] n symptoms such as de¬ 
pression, irritability, and physical discomfort 
that a woman may have just before menstrua¬ 
tion. 

premier [US pri'miar, GB 'premja] o adj that is 
considered to be the best or most important 
of its kind □ Sidney's premier music venue, o n 
-1. the leader of a country’s government. 
-2. aus the leader of the government of a 
state. 

premiere [US pri'miar, GB 'premiea] n the first 
performance of a play or showing of a 
movie in front of an audience. 

Premier League n the Premier League the 
highest division for professional soccer 
teams in England and Wales, 

premiership [US pri'miarfip, GB 'premiafip] n 
the position of being a country’s premier; 
the period during which a person occupies 
this position. 

♦ Premiership n the Premiership sport the 
competition that soccer teams in the Prem¬ 
ier League take part in. 

premise ['premas] n a statement that one as¬ 
sumes to be true and uses as the basis for 
one’s ideas, theories etc □ They bought on the 
premise that the market would improve. 

♦ premises npl the buildings and land that 
are part of a business, institution, or piece of 
property □ 'Drinking is not allowed on the prem¬ 
ises. ' 

premium ['priimjam] n -1. [on earnings, the price 

of goods] an additional sum of money that is 
paid to somebody. ■ to be sold at a premium 
to be sold at a higher price than usual □ 
Fresh fruit is selling at a premium. ■ to be at a 
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premium to be difficult to find or get □ Tick¬ 
ets for the final are at a premium. □ Space is at a 
premium. -2. finance a regular payment to an 
insurer for providing insurance coverage. 
-3. to put or place a premium on sthg to con¬ 
sider sthg as being very important □ Here at 
Larston, we place a high premium on teamwork. 

premium bond «GB a bond bought from the 
government which gives the buyer a chance 
of winning an amount of money every 
month. 

premonition [.prema'nrJTi] n a feeling that 
causes one to think that something unpleas¬ 
ant is going to happen in the future, but 
that one cannot explain □ / had a premonition 
(that) something like this would happen. □ My 
mother often had premonitions of disasters. 

prenatal [.prir'neitl] adj US [class, care] that is 
connected with the time during which a 
woman is pregnant. 

prenuptial agreement fiprirnApJl-] an agree¬ 
ment made by two people before they get 
married to divide their property in a particu¬ 
lar way if they divorce later. 

preoccupation [pri.okja'peijn] « -1. a state of 
mind in which one thinks about something 
so much that one forgets or does not notice 
other things □ / don't understand his preoccupa¬ 
tion with punctuality. -2. something that one 
thinks about a lot □ / have too many other pre¬ 
occupations at the moment. 

preoccupied [prr'nkjspaid] adj to be preoccu¬ 
pied to be thinking about something so 
much that one forgets or does not notice 
other things, especially because one is wor¬ 
ried □ She was preoccupied with her work. □ He 
was too preoccupied to notice me leave. 

preoccupy [prr'Dkjspai] (pt & pp preoccupied) 
vt to cause <sb> to be preoccupied □ Several 
things had been preoccupying her mind. 

preordain [,pri:o:r'dem] vt to be preordained to 
be certain to happen in the future because it 
has been decided by God or fate □ He be¬ 
lieved that he was preordained to succeed. 

preowned [,pri:'ound] adj AUS second-hand (in¬ 
formal use). 

prepacked [.prii'paekt] adj [food] that is 
wrapped before it is delivered to the store 
where it is sold. 

prepaid [,pri:’peid] adj [item, postage, envelope] 

that is paid for in advance. 

preparation fipreps'reiJTi] n -1. [of work, a meal] 

see prepare □ There was little or no time for 
preparation, so we had to be quick. □ This game 
should be good preparation for the final. ■ to be 
in preparation for sthg to be getting ready for 
sthg, especially in order to make it success¬ 
ful □ A new stadium is being built in preparation 
for the Olympics. -2. a mixture of different 
substances used for a particular purpose, e.g. 
as a food, medicine, or cosmetic. 

♦ preparations npl plans for an event in the 
. future □ We're currently making preparations for 

his visit. 

preparatory [US pri'paerstorri:, GB -stri] adj 

[work, measure] that is used to prepare for 
something. 

preparatory school n = prep school (formal use). 

prepare [pri'pe3r] o vt -1. [work, room, person] 

to make <sb/sthg> ready for a future event 
□ She was preparing herself for the move to Lon¬ 
don. a to prepare to do sthg to get ready to 
do sthg □ / prepared to leave. -2. [food, meal, 

chemical] to make <sthg>, especially by mix¬ 
ing different things together □ He was in the 
kitchen preparing dinner, o vi to prepare for 
sthg to get ready for sthg □ Do you need time 
to prepare for the trip? 

prepared [pri'pe3rd] adj -1. [statement, answer] 

that has been thought about, made, or de¬ 
cided on in advance o He read from a prepared 
speech, a to be prepared [person] to be able to 
deal with something because one has gotten 
ready for it. □ / came to the conference only 
half prepared. -2. to be prepared to do sthg to 
be willing to do sthg □ Would you be prepared 
to come in on Friday? -3. to be prepared for 
sthg to be expecting sthg, so that one is not 
surprised or shocked by it □ / was prepared 
for bad news. 

preponderance [prs'pmidsrsns] n a preponder¬ 
ance of sthg a greater number or amount of 
sthg of one type than of any other (formal 
use) o Much has been made of the preponder¬ 
ance of immigrants in these jobs. 

preponderantly [prs'pmidsrsntli] adv mainly 
(formal use). 

preposition [.preps'zi/n] n a word such as 
“by,” “at,” or “into” that is used with a 
noun, pronoun, or clause including the “ing” 
form of a verb to show its connection with 
another word. 

prepossessing [.prfips'zesir)] adj not prepos¬ 
sessing not attractive or pleasant (formal 
use). 

preposterous [pra'pDstsrss] adj [Idea, statement, 

remark] that one thinks is unreasonable and 
foolish. 

preppy ['prepi] (pi preppies) US (informal use) 
on a young person who is very neat and 
well-dressed in a way that suggests they are 
rich and well-educated, o adj that is typical 
of a preppy □ preppy clothes. 

prep school (abbr of preparatory school) n 
-1. in the USA, a private school where pu¬ 
pils prepare for college. -2. in Britain, a pri¬ 
vate school for children up to the age of 13. 

Pre-Raphaelite [US prir'rsfislait, GB -'raefslait] 

o n one of a group of British painters in the 
late 19th century whose work was based on 
subjects from medieval history and myths, 
o adj: a Pre-Raphaelite artist. 

prerecorded [,pri:n'k3:rd3d] adj [TV program, 

speech] that has been recorded in advance to 
be played or shown to an audience later. 

prerequisite [prir'rekwszst] n something that 
has to happen or be done before something 
else can become possible (formal use) □ Regu¬ 
lar exercise is a prerequisite of or for better 
health. 

prerogative [pra'rogstiv] n a particular right 
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that a particular person or group has, often 
because they have a particular job or impor¬ 
tance □ It is the prerogative of the old to be 
treated with respect. □ 4s the eldest son. it is his 
prerogative to lead his mother into dinner. 

presage ['presicft] vt [situation, event) to be a 
sign that <sthg bad or unpleasant> is going 
to happen (formal use). 

Presbyterian [.prezba'tismn] o adj that is 
connected with a Protestant church in 
which the officials all share the same rank, 
o m a member of a Presbyterian church, 

presbytery [US 'prezbateri, GB -sri] n the house 
in which a priest of the Roman Catholic 
Church lives. 

preschool ['pri:sku:l] o adj [age, education) that 
is connected with the period before a child 
is old enough to go to school, o « us a 
school for children between the ages of 
three and five. 

prescient ['presiant] adj [person) who is able to 
predict what is going to happen in the fu¬ 
ture (formal use). 

prescribe [prs'skraib] vt -1. [medicine, treatment) 

to tell a person to have or take <sthg> 
when they are ill □ I've been prescribed antibi¬ 
otics. -2. [activity, duty] to order formally that 
<sthg> should be carried out □ The sentence 
prescribed by local laws seemed far too harsh. 

prescription [pra'skripfn] n medicine a piece of 
paper on which a doctor writes information 
about the medicine they want a patient to 
take and which allows the patient to buy it; 
the medicine that somebody buys in this 
way □ The doctor gave me a prescription for 
some painkillers. ■ on prescription if one gives 
a pharmacist a prescription from one’s doc¬ 
tor □ You can only get them/They're only avail¬ 
able on prescription. 

prescription charge « GB a sum of money 
that has to be paid for medicine one gets on 
prescription. 

prescriptive [pra'skriptiv] adj [approach, meth¬ 

od, teaching) that gives rules about what 
should happen in particular situations and 
what is not allowed □ Company regulations are 
extremely prescriptive. 

preselection fipriisa'lekfn] n the process by 
which a political party selects the candidates 
who are going to represent it in elections, 

presence ['prezns] n -1. the fact or state of be¬ 
ing present □ Your presence at the meeting is 
essential. □ The sudden smell of aftershave an¬ 
nounced Tony's presence in the room, ■ in the 
presence of sb with sb in the same place □ / 
felt uneasy in her presence. □ She signed the 
document in the presence of three witnesses. 
-2. [in a place) the fact of being in a place so 
that one can do something □ There was a 
huge police presence at the demonstration, o 
Building a presence in overseas markets can prod¬ 
uce immeasurable benefits. -3. [of a performer, 

speaker) qualities such as one’s personality 
and manner that make a strong and usually 
favorable impression on people □ She has 
great stage presence, not to mention a lovely 
voice. -4. [of a spirit, ghost) something such as 

a spirit that cannot be seen but that one 
feels to be present □ / could sense an alien 
presence as soon as I walked in. 

presence of mind « the ability to react 
quickly and calmly to a dangerous or diffi¬ 
cult situation □ She acted with great presence 
of mind by putting a blanket over him. 

present [adj & n 'preznt, vb pri'zent] o adj 
-1. [situation, year, leader] that exists now □ 
Would this be an advisable course of action in the 
present climate? -2. to be present [person, influ¬ 

ence] to be in a particular place or situation 
□ How many people were present at the meet¬ 
ing? □ There was a doctor present. □ The fear of 
the unknown is always present in her novels. 
On-1. the present the period of time that is 
happening now □ I'd rather think about the pre¬ 
sent than the past. ■ at present now □ We 
don't have many members at present. □ At pres¬ 
ent, over half our staff are away on vacation, m 
for the present a phrase used to describe 
something that exists now but that is prob¬ 
ably going to change in the future □ / think 
that's all we can do for the present. -2. [for 

somebody's birthday, wedding] something that 
one gives to somebody to please them, es¬ 
pecially on a special occasion or as a way of 
thanking them □ a birthday/Christmas/wedding 
present □ They gave him a clock as a retirement 
present. □ Have you opened your present yet? 
-3. grammar = present tense, 
o vt -1. [award, gift] to give <sthg> to some¬ 
body, especially at a formal ceremony o 
They presented him with the award. □ The Mayor 
presented the check to the hospice the following 
day. -2. [problem, challenge) to cause or pro¬ 
vide <sthg> □ This job presents us with huge 
difficulties. □ / go traveling whenever the opportu¬ 
nity presents itself. -3. [person] to introduce 
<sb> formally □ She presented him to her new 
colleagues. -4. tv & radio to introduce the 
different parts of <a program> □ Chris Levi 
presents the breakfast show. -5. [information, re¬ 

port) to give or show <sthg> to somebody in 
an official position, so that they can check it 
or make a decision about it □ Be ready to pre¬ 
sent your passport as you cross the border. 
-6. [person, event] to show or describe <sb/ 
sthg> in a particular way □ He wasn't present¬ 
ed in a very favorable light. -7. to present one¬ 
self [at a reception, for an interview] to arrive at 
a place where one is expected □ / had to pres¬ 
ent myself at the immigration office. -8. [play, bal¬ 

let] to show or perform <sthg> in a public 
theater, cinema etc □ They're presenting 
"Swan Lake" at the amphitheater. 

presentable [pri'zentabl] adj [person, appear¬ 

ance, clothes] suitable to be seen by other 
people □ Do I look presentable? 

presentation [,prezn'teifn] n -1. [of news, infor¬ 

mation, facts] the process of presenting some¬ 
thing to people. -2. [of food, policies, a product] 

the way something looks or seems when it 
is given, offered, explained etc to people □ 
Her presentation is always clear and helpful to the 
reader. -3. [of an award, prize, medal] the act of 
giving something to somebody at an official 
ceremony □ After the presentation of the certifi- 
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cates, we left. -4. business a talk giving infor¬ 
mation on a particular subject □ Shelley gave 
a brief presentation on the company's future strat¬ 
egy. -5. [of a play, ballet, movie] the act of per¬ 
forming or showing something to an audi¬ 
ence □ a presentation given by the Royal Ballet. 

presentation copy n a copy of a book that is 
given free to somebody, usually by the writ¬ 
er or publisher. 

present day n the present day the period of 
time that is happening now. 

♦ present-day adj [situation, problem, music] 

that exists now rather than in the past. 

presenter [pri'zentafl « GB a person who pres¬ 
ents a TV or radio program, 

presentiment [pri'zentimant] « a feeling that 
causes one to think something bad or un¬ 
pleasant is going to happen (formal use), 

presently ['prezntli] adv -1. soon □ She will be 
here presently. -2. at this time □ He is presently 
compiling a report. 

present participle n grammar a part of a verb 
used to form continuous tenses, and some¬ 
times used as an adjective, e.g. “singing” and 
“exciting”. 

present tense « grammar the tense of a verb 
used to talk about things that are happening 
at the time one is speaking or writing, or 
that happen often. 

preservation [,prez3r'veifn] n: see preserve □ 
The roof is in a remarkable state of preservation. 

preservation order tt GB an official order stat¬ 
ing that something such as a historic build¬ 
ing should not be changed or destroyed, 

preservative [pri'z3:rv3tiv] n a chemical sub¬ 
stance used to preserve food, 

preserve [pri'z3:rv] o vt -1. [situation, standard] 

to keep <sthg> the way it is, especially be¬ 
cause one thinks it is very good and should 
not be changed □ Our main goat is to preserve 
the status quo. -2. [building, species, landscape] 

to stop <sthg> from disappearing or being 
destroyed. -3. [fruit, herbs] to treat <food> so 
that it stays in good condition for a long 
time, o tt jam □ strawberry preserve. 

♦ preserves npl foods such as jam or pickle 
that cure made by cooking fruit or vegetables 
in sugar, salt, or vinegar so that they stay in 
good condition for a long time. 

preset [,pri:'set] (pt & pp preset, cont preset¬ 
ting) vr [oven, video recorder] to set the control 
of <a piece of equipment so that it will 
start to work at a particular time, 

preshrunk [.pru'JrAgk] adj [clothing, fabric] that 
has been shrunk before being sold □ pre¬ 
shrunk jeans. 

preside [pri'zaid] vi to be in charge at an 
event such as a meeting □ / had been asked to 
preside over or at the meeting. □ The presiding 
judge at the trial was Justice Roy Marshall. 

presidency ['prezadansi] (pi presidencies) n the 
position of being a president; the period of 
time during which somebody has this posi¬ 
tion □ Klondheim was elected to the presidency 
with a large majority. □ He drew the attention of 
voters to the success of his presidency so far. 

president ['prezadant] n -1. politics the person 
who holds the highest political office in a 
country that does not have a king or queen 
□ the President of the Czech Republic. -2. [of a 

club] the head of a club or organization. 
-3. US business the person who has the high¬ 
est position in a company. 

president-elect « a person who has been 
chosen to be the US president but who has 
not started the job yet. 

presidential [,preza'denJT] adj [decision, cam¬ 

paign] that is connected with a president. 

Presidents' Day « in the USA, a public holi¬ 
day celebrated on the third Monday of Feb¬ 
ruary. It honors George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln. 

press [pres] o vt -1. [button, switch] to push 
<sthg> firmly with one's finger or foot. 
-2. to press sthg into/against etc sthg to push 
sthg into/against etc sthg so that it puts 
pressure on it □ He pressed his nose against 
the window. □ She pressed her foot down on the 
accelerator. -3. [arm, hand] to hold <sthg> 
firmly to show friendship, love etc □ She 
pressed my hand and gave me a reassuring 
smile. -4. to flatten and dry <a flower>, e.g. 
between the pages of a book, so that one 
can keep it. -5. [grapes, olives] to squeeze 
<fruit> to get the juice from it. -6. [shirt, trou¬ 

sers] to make <a piece of clothing> smooth 
by ironing it □ Would you like your suit 
pressed? -7. to press sb to do sthg or into do¬ 
ing sthg to try to force sb to do sthg □ He 
was trying to press me into going, m to press sb 
for sthg [for support, an answer, decision] to 
keep asking sb to give sthg □ Wilson is still 
pressing us for a completion date. ■ to press 
sthg on or upon sb to force sb to accept sthg 
□ As she left he pressed the last bottle of 
homemade wine upon her. -8. [claim, point] to 
put a lot of effort into getting somebody to 
accept <sthg> □ They are pressing their de¬ 
mands in the European court. -9. law to press 
charges to make an official accusation 
against somebody □ Many victims are too 
scared to press charges against their attackers. 

o vi -1. to push hard on something □ He 
pressed (down) on the accelerator. □ Don't press 
too hard, you'll damage it. -2. [crowd] to move 
together in a particular direction with a lot 
of force □ The fans pressed forward, 

o tt -1. [of a button, doorbell, pedal] the act of 
pressing something □ At the press of a button I 
can summon my guards and have you removed 
from the building. -2. the press a collective 
term for newspapers and magazines; the 
journalists who work for them □ I saw the ar¬ 
ticle In the press. □ He's been given a hard time 
by the press. ■ to get (a) good/bad press to be 
praised/criticized, especially in the news¬ 
papers, on television, radio etc. -3. printing a 
machine for printing books, newspapers etc. 
-4. [for trousers, grapes] a piece of equipment 
for flattening or squeezing something, e.g. 
for pressing trousers or for pressing grapes 
to make wine. 

♦ press for vt fus to press for sthg [for an in- 
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quiry, raise) to demand sthg strongly □ A num¬ 
ber of member states are pressing for sanctions. 

♦ press on vi to continue with something in 
a determined way □ They pressed on with the 
plan in spite of opposition. □ Time is short so 
shall we press on? 

press agency n the place where a press agent 
works. 

press agent n a person whose job is to get 
good publicity for an organization or well- 
known person by giving newspapers, maga¬ 
zines etc photographs and information. 

Press Association n the Press Association a 
British news agency. 

press box « a special room or area for jour¬ 
nalists at a sports event. 

press conference n a meeting during which 
somebody, especially an important or fa¬ 
mous person, answers questions from a 
group of journalists. 

press corps « a group of journalists from dif¬ 
ferent newspapers who are working in the 
same place on the same story, 

press cutting n a report or photograph cut 
out of a newspaper or magazine, 

pressed [prest] ad/ to be pressed for time/ 
money to have very little time/money, 

press fastener « gb = press-stud, 

press gallery n a special area above the main 
part of a hall where journalists can sit. 

pressgang ['presgaerj] o « a group of men 
who in the past captured men and boys and 
forced them to join the army or navy, o vt 
to pressgang sb into doing sthg to force sb to 
do sthg, especially when they do not really 
want to do it. 

pressing ['presigj adj [problem, business, ap¬ 

pointment) that has to be dealt with immedi¬ 
ately □ Will you excuse me? / have a rather 
pressing engagement. 

pressman ['presmaen] (p/ pressmen [-men]) « GB 
a reporter who works for a newspaper or 
magazine. 

press officer ti a person whose job is to deal 
with the press on behalf of an organization, 

press release « a statement made by an or¬ 
ganization and given to the press, 

press-stud n GB a round metal fastener used 
on clothing in which one part is pressed 
into a hole in the other part, 

press-up « GB = push-up. 

pressure ['preJV] o n -1. the force or weight 
of something pressing on something else □ 
He had to apply a lot of pressure to force open 
the lid. □ water/air/tire pressure. -2. a powerful 
influence □ parental pressure □ He did it be¬ 
cause of pressure from his peers. ■ to put pres¬ 
sure on sb to keep trying to force or per¬ 
suade sb to do something they do not want 
to do □ The banks put pressure on the govern¬ 
ment to cut interest rates. -3. [of work, competi¬ 

tion, life] conditions in a job or situation 
which make one worried and tense □ The 
pressure of his first ever exam proved to be too 
much. □ She's under a lot of pressure at work. 

o vt to pressure sb to do or into sthg to make 
sb do sthg they do not want to do by using 
force or influence □ / felt pressured into making 
a quick decision. 

pressure cooker n a cooking pot whose lid 
can be tightly closed so that food can be 
cooked quickly using steam at high pres¬ 
sure. 

pressure gauge n a dial that shows the pres¬ 
sure of liquids or gases in boilers, pipes etc. 

pressure group n an organization that tries 
to persuade a government to do something, 
e.g. change a law, and tries to get support 
from the public. 

pressurize, -ise ['prefaraiz] Vf -1. [cabin, con¬ 

tainer) to keep the air pressure inside <sthg> 
the same. -2. GB to pressurize sb to do or into 
doing sthg to pressure sb to do sthg. 

Prestel™ ['prestel] n a British telephone ser¬ 
vice that allows the user to call up informa¬ 
tion, e.g. travel, weather, or sports news, on 
their television. 

prestige [pre'sti^] o « respect and admiration 
that people give a person, organization, or 
thing that is very important or very good at 
something □ This job carries a lot of prestige, 
o comp [office, home, car] that is admired by 
everybody because it is the kind that rich 
people have □ a new prestige housing develop¬ 
ment. 

prestigious [pre'stid3as] adj [organization, job] 

that is respected and admired by people □ 
one of the most prestigious literary prizes in the 
US. 

presto ['prestoo] excl us a word used by a ma¬ 
gician at the end of a trick, 

prestressed concrete [.priistrest-] n concrete 
that contains metal cables to make it strong¬ 
er. 

presumably [pn'z-iurmabli] adv a word used to 
say that one presumes that something is 
true □ Presumably they felt he was too old for 
the job. 

presume [pri'ziuim] vt to presume (that)... to 
think that something is true, although one 
cannot be sure □ Five people are missing, pre¬ 
sumed dead. □ A man must be presumed inno¬ 
cent until proven guilty. □ It was his idea, I pre¬ 
sume. □ / presume (that) you'll only be staying for 
a few days. 

presumption [pn'zAmpJn] n -1. [of somebody's 

innocence, death) see presume. -2. [of a person) 

see presumptuous. 

presumptuous [pri'zAmptfuas] adj [person) 

who does things that they have no right to 
do □ It was very presumptuous of him to expect 
to be invited. 

presuppose fprhsa'pouz] vt to presuppose 
(that)... to assume that something is true, 
without thinking that it might not be true, 

pretax [,pri:'taeks] adj [income, earnings, profit) 

before tax is taken away, 

preteen [.prir'tiin] adj [clothing, magazine] that is 
for children who are 11 or 12 years old □ a 
group of preteen schoolchildren. 

pretence n GB = pretense. 
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pretend [pri'tend] o vf -1. to pretend to do 
sthg to behave as if sthg is true when it is 
not, in order to deceive people □ He pretend¬ 
ed to be an insurance salesman. □ She pretended 
(that) everything was normal. -2. to pretend 
(that)... to imagine that something is true, 
e.g. to help explain something or as part of 
a game □ Let's pretend (that) we're on a desert 
island. -3. I cannot pretend that... a phrase 
used to say what one cannot do, or what is 
not the case □ / can't pretend to know much 
about computers, o vi: He's not really sick — 
he's just pretending. □ You can stop pretending 
now. 

pretense ['prhtens] us, pretence [pri'tens] GB n 
-1. [of friendship, innocence, grief] a way of be¬ 
having that is intended to deceive people □ 
He made no pretense of caring about our predica¬ 
ment. -2. phrase under false pretenses by de¬ 
ceiving somebody so that they do not know 
who one is or what one really wants □ The 
money was obtained under false pretenses. 

pretension [pri'tenjn] « a claim to possess 
something, e.g. greatness or wealth □ social/ 
literary/moral pretensions □ / have no pretensions 
to expertise in this field. 

pretentious [pri'tenfas] adj [person, language, 

book] that tries to seem important but is not 
important □ Don’t be so pretentious! 

pretentiously [pri'tenfasli] adv [behave, talk, 

write] see pretentious. 

preterite ['pretarst] « grammar the preterite the 
simple past tense of a verb. 

pretext ['prktekst] n a reason that one pre¬ 
tends has made one do something □ He re¬ 
fused to see us on or under the pretext that he 
was too busy. □ They stopped us on or under the 
pretext of asking for information. 

Pretoria [pri'toiria] the administrative capital 
of South Africa, population: 528,000. 

prettify f'pritifai] (yt & yy prettified) vf to try 
to make <sthg> look pretty, especially with¬ 
out succeeding. 

prettily ['pntili] adv [dress, smile] see pretty. 

pretty ['priti] (comyar prettier, super! prettiest) 
o adj [girl, place, dress] that is attractive and 
pleasant to look at □ She looks much prettier 
with her hair down. □ a pretty little town/house, 
o adv fairly, rather □ It's pretty good/awful/ 
cold. ■ pretty much or well almost □ They've 
pretty well messed It up. □ She's pretty much the 
same as before. 

pretzel ['pretsl] n a crisp salty kind of bread 
baked in the shape of a stick or a knot. 

- prevail; [pri'veil] vi -1. [belief, custom, fashion] to 
be general or widespread □ in the conditions 
prevailing at the time. -2. [idea, country] to win 
in the end □ In the end, the need for compro¬ 
mise prevailed over ideological beliefs. □ Hopeful¬ 
ly, common sense will prevail. -3. to prevail 
(up)on sb to do sthg to persuade sb to do 
sthg □ They prevailed upon me to help them out. 

prevailing [pri'veilirj] adj -1. [belief, opinion, 

fashion] that is most general or widespread □ 
There's a prevailing mood of optimism. -2. a pre¬ 

vailing wind a wind that usually blows over 
a particular area. 

prevalence f'prevalons] n: see prevalent □ The re¬ 
port reveals the prevalence of drug abuse among 
teenagers. 

prevalent ['prevalant] adj [problem, belief, cus¬ 

tom] that is general or widespread □ Such 
ideas were prevalent at the time. 

prevaricate [US pri'verikeit, GB -'vaer-] vi to try 
to hide the truth by not being completely 
honest and clear. 

prevent [pri'vent] vt [war, disease, crime] to 
stop <sthg> from happening □ Her father pre¬ 
vented her (from) going out. □ They did all they 
could to prevent the fire (from) spreading. □ If you 
want to go, I can't prevent you. 

preventable [pri'ventabl] adj [disease, crime] 

that can be prevented □ What made the trag¬ 
edy worse was that it was preventable. 

preventative [pri'ventativ] adj = preventive, 

prevention [pri'venjn] « [of disease, crime] see 
prevent □ Prevention is better than cure. □ 
accident/fire prevention. 

preventive [pri'ventiv] adj [medicine, measure] 

that is intended to prevent something □ We 
must take preventive action now. 

preview ['priivju:] n an event at which a 
movie, show, or exhibition is shown to a 
few people before it is shown to the public 
□ We've been invited to the preview. 

previous ['priiviss] adj -1. [occasion, experience, 

conviction] that happened or existed earlier □ 
/ told him about it in a previous letter. □ It was 
the previous chairman who made the decision. □ 
The festival had always been popular in previous 
years. -2. the previous day/week etc the day/ 
week etc that was just before this or that 
day/week □ There had been no one there the 
previous day/Monday. 

previously [’priiviasli] adv -1. at an earlier 
time □ She previously worked as a nurse. □ Pre¬ 
viously, I'd never been abroad. -2. before □ two 
weeks/four years previously. 

prewar [,pri:'wo:r] adj [period, society] before a 
war, especially World War II. 

prewash ['priiwDj'] n a special wash at the 
start of a washing machine’s cycle for very 
dirty clothes. 

prey [prei] tt an animal that is hunted and eat¬ 
en by another animal ■ to fall prey to sb/ 
sthg to come under the influence or control 
of sb/sthg bad. 

♦ prey on vt fus -1. to prey on sthg [animal, in- 

sectl to hunt and eat sthg as prey □ Cats prey 
on mice. -2. to prey on sb's mind to worry sb 
all the time □ His financial problems preyed on 
his mind. 

price [prais] o n -1. the amount of money 
that must be paid to buy something □ The 
price of oil is going up again. □ House prices are 
coming down. □ You can't put a price on educa¬ 
tion. -2. something unpleasant that mugt be 
done or suffered in order to get something □ 
The breakup of his marriage was the price he paid 
for success. □ The price of peace is eternal vigi¬ 
lance. ■ at a price at a high cost □ They 
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reached an agreement, but at a price. ■ at any 
price whatever the cost o She was determined 
to get the job at any price, o vt (product, goods] 

to give a price to <sthg> □ It was priced at 
$100. □ competitively/reasonably priced. 

price-cutting n the act of lowering the prices 
of one’s goods, products etc. 

price-fixing [-fiksirj] n the act of setting prices 
by agreement among competitors, usually to 
keep them higher than they need to be. 

priceless Ppraislas] adj -1. (jewelry, work of art] 

that is extremely valuable □ a priceless collec¬ 
tion of antiques. -2. [joke, person] that one 
finds very amusing (informal use). 

price list n a list of prices for goods that are 
on sale. 

price tag n a small ticket fixed to an article 
saying how much it costs. 

price war « a situation in which different 
companies, stores etc keep lowering the 
prices of their products or goods in order to 
have the lowest prices and attract the most 
customers. 

pricey ['praisi] (compar pricier, superl priciest) 
adj expensive (informal use) □ That's a bit pricey 
for a second-hand car. 

prick [prik] o « -1. [in a surface, somebody's 

skin] a small hole or mark made by an object 
that has a sharp point, e.g. a needle or a pin 
□ Make small pricks in the top of the pie. -2.v [of 

a man] a man’s penis (very informal use). -3.v 
a stupid or unpleasant person, usually a 
man (very informal use), o vt -1. [finger, bal¬ 

loon, blister] to make a small hole in <sthg> 
with an object that has a sharp point, e.g. a 
needle or pin □ Prick the sausages with a fork. 
-2. [eyes, throat] to make <sthg> sting □ The 
smoke pricked her eyes. 

♦ prick up vt sep to prick its ears up [animal] to 
lift its ears up in order to listen carefully to 
something □ The cat pricked its ears up at the 
faintest sound. ■ to prick one's ears up [person] 

to suddenly start paying attention to what is 
being said □ He pricked his ears up when he 
heard his name. 

prickle [’prikl] o n -1. [on a plant or animal] one 
of several small, thin, sharp points on some 
leaves, plants, or animals. -2. [of fear, pleas¬ 

ure] a pricking sensation on one's skin, o vi 
[skin] to feel a pricking sensation, 

prickly fprikli] (compar pricklier, superl prickli¬ 
est) adj -1. [leaf, plant, animal] that is covered 
with prickles □ a prickly bush/rose. -2. [person] 

who quickly becomes annoyed or angry □ 
He can be very prickly at times. 

prickly heat n a skin condition common in 
hot climates in which one’s skin becomes 
covered in small, red, itchy spots, 

pride [praid] o « -1. a feeling of satisfaction 
with what one has done, with what one 
has, or with people and things connected 
with oneself □ She looked at her finished paint¬ 
ing with pride. ■ to take pride in sb/sthg [in 

one's children, success, work] to feel proud of 
sb/sthg □ / take a lot of pride in doing a difficult 
job well, m one's pride and joy somebody or 

something that one feels is' important and 
that one is very proud of □ His new car was 
his pride and joy. m to have pride of place to be 
in the most important position in a place, 
list, or competition □ The trophy she won took 
pride of place on the mantelpiece. -2. a feeling 
of respect for and satisfaction with oneself 
and what one does that makes one expect 
respect from other people □ His failure to get 
the job was a severe blow to his pride. ■ to 
swallow one's pride to do something that 
one feels ashamed to do, especially accept¬ 
ing that one was wrong □ For once, she was 
forced to swallow her pride and accept defeat. 
-3. an opinion of oneself and one’s abilities, 
possessions etc that is too high □ His pride 
stops him admitting he was wrong, 

o vt to pride oneself on sthg [on one's looks, 

skills] to be proud of sthg one has that one 
thinks is important □ She prides herself on her 
punctuality. 

priest [priist] n -1. [in Christianity] a person who 
is trained to perform religious duties and 
ceremonies, especially in the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church □ a Catholic/Anglican priest. -2. [in 

Buddhism, Islam] a person who performs reli¬ 
gious duties and ceremonies in some non- 
Christian religions □ a Buddhist priest. 

priestess [US 'prirstas, GB priist'es] n a woman 
who performs religious duties and ceremo¬ 
nies in some religions. 

priesthood ['priisthud] « the priesthood the of¬ 
fice or position of a priest; all the priests of 
a particular religion or country □ He joined 
the priesthood ten years ago. 

prig [prig] n a person who is very careful to 
behave correctly, feels morally superior to 
other people, and is often shocked by other 
people’s behavior (disapproving use), 

prim [prim] (compar primmer, superl primmest) 
adj [person] who behaves too correcdy, is 
easily shocked, and is therefore boring and 
old-fashioned □ She's always so prim and prop¬ 
er — / wish she'd just relax. 

primacy ['praimasi] n the state of being the 
most important thing. 

prima donna [.priima'dDna] (pi prima donnas) n 
-1. music an important and successful female 
opera singer. -2. a person who is always 
changing their mind and who expects other 
people always to do what they want them 
to do (disapproving use), 

primaeval [prai'miivl] adj = primeval, 

prima facie [.praima'feiji:] adj [evidence, case] 

that seems to be true when one first thinks 
about it. 

primal ['praiml] adj -1. [instinct, urge] that is 
first or basic. -2. [need, concern] that is most 
important. 

primarily [US prai'merali, GB 'praimrali] adv main¬ 
ly □ We were primarily interested in its cost rather 
than its efficiency. 

primary [US 'praimeri, GB -ari] (pi primaries) 
o adj -1. [concern, aim, cause] that is the most 
important □ The mining industry is the primary 
source of income for families in the area. -2. edu- 
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cation [education, teacher] for children be¬ 
tween the ages of 5 and 11. 
o n politics in the USA, a state election to 
choose the candidates for each of the two 
national parties in the presidential election. 

primary color n any of the three colors red, 
yellow, and blue that can be mixed together 
to make all other colors. 

primary election n politics = primary. 

primary school n -1. US = elementary school. 
-2. GB a school for children between the 
ages of 5 and 11. 

primary teacher n -1. US a teacher who 
works in an elementary school. -2. GB a 
teacher who works in a primary school. 

primate [’praimeit] n -1. zoology any mammal 
that belongs to the group that includes hu¬ 
mans, apes, and monkeys. -2. religion an 
archbishop. 

prime [praim] o adj -1. [concern, reason, aim] 

that is very important, or the most impor¬ 
tant □ Our prime objective is to eradicate this dis¬ 
ease. □ The prime suspect is the victim's hus¬ 
band. -2. [condition, example, position] that is 
excellent, or the best □ This is a prime example 
of lack of communication at management level. □ 
The building occupies a prime site in the heart of 
the city, o prime beef. 
o n the period in one’s life of greatest activ¬ 
ity, strength, success etc □ When he reached 
30, he felt he was past his prime. □ She's still 
very much in her prime. □ in the prime of life, 
o vt -1. [person] to prepare <sb> for some¬ 
thing by telling them about it in advance □ 
You could tell that he'd been primed to give the 
right answers. -2. [wall, wood] to prepare <a 
surface> for painting by covering it with a 
substance that prevents the paint from be¬ 
ing absorbed. -3. [bomb, gun] to prepare <a 
weapon> in order that it can explode or be 
fired □ The device was primed to go off during 
the rush hour. 

prime minister n the chief minister and lead¬ 
er of the government in some countries. 

prime mover [-'muiva'] « a person who is im¬ 
portant in setting up a plan, campaign etc □ 
General Horowitz was one of the prime movers in 
the plot. 

prime number n a whole number that can¬ 
not be divided by any other whole numbers 
apart from itself and 1. 

primer ['praimar] n a substance used to prime 
a surface for painting. 

prime time n the period when more people 
are watching television or listening to the 
radio than at any other time. 

♦ prime-time adj: prime-time television/viewing/ 
advertising. 

primeval [prai'mirvl] adj [forest, instinct! that 
existed in, or has existed since, the period 
when the world began. 

primitive ['primstiv] adj -1. [man, tribe] that has 
a simple non-industrial way of life □ primitive 
societies of the past. -2. [conditions, accommoda¬ 

tion! that is very basic and lacking in comfort 
□ a primitive hut. 

primordial [prai'mondial] adj that existed at or 
has existed since the beginning of time (for¬ 
mal use). 

primrose ['primrouz] n a wild plant that has 
small light-yellow flowers in the spring. 

Primus stove™ I'praimas-] « GB a small port¬ 
able stove that uses kerosene and is used, 
especially by campers, for cooking. 

prince [prins] « -1. a man or boy from a royal 
family who is the son or grandson of the 
king or queen. -2. a man from a royal family 
who is a ruler, especially of a small state or 
country. 

Prince Charming n a man who is the perfect 
partner for a particular girl or woman be¬ 
cause he is very handsome and kind (humor¬ 
ous use). 

Prince Edward Island a province in south¬ 
eastern Canada, consisting of an island in 
the Gulf of St Lawrence, abbreviation: PE. 
size: 5,657 sq kms. population: 129,765. capi¬ 
tal: Charlottetown. 

princely [’prinsli] (compar princelier, superl prin- 
celiest) adj -1. a princely sum a large amount 
of money (ironic use) □ / sold it for the princely 
sum of $25! -2. [bearing] that belongs to a 
prince; that is suitable for a prince. 

Prince of Wales: the Prince of Wales the title 
of the eldest son of a British monarch. 

Prince Regent: the Prince Regent the title giv¬ 
en to the son of the British king George III 
when he acted as king from 1811 to 1820 
because his father was mad. He later be¬ 
came King George IV. 

princess [prin'ses] n -1. a woman or girl from 
a royal family who is the daughter or grand¬ 
daughter of the king or queen. -2. a woman 
who is married to a prince. 

Princess of Wales: the Princess of Wales in 
Britain, the title of the wife of the Prince of 
Wales. 

Princess Royal: the Princess Royal a title giv¬ 
en to the eldest daughter of a British mon¬ 
arch. 

Princeton ['prinstan] one of the oldest and 
most respected universities in the USA. 

principal ['prinsapl] o adj [aim, problem, cause] 

that is the first and most important □ The 
principal reason why we've decided to do this is 
cost, o n education the person in charge of a 
school or college. 

principality [.prinss'paebti] {pi principalities) rt a 
country or state ruled by a prince. ■ the 
Principality GB Wales. 

principally ['prinsapli] adv mainly □ She writes 
feature articles, principally for women's maga¬ 
zines. 

principle ['prinsapl] n -1. a strong belief that 
one has that guides one’s behavior □ She re¬ 
fuses to give up her principles. □ a moral princi¬ 
ple. -2. a strong belief in and practice of 
principles □ He lacks principle. □ a woman of 
principle. • to do sthg on principle or as a mat¬ 
ter of principle to do sthg because of one’s 
moral principles □ / never eat meat on principle. 
□ / resigned as a matter of principle. -3. a basic 
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general rule or scientific law □ This is one of 
the principles of physics. □ a philosophical princi¬ 
ple o the principle of one member, one vote. 

♦ in principle adv in general terms but not 
necessarily in detail □ They agreed to support 
his scheme in principle. □ In principle that's fine, 
but in practice we might have to make some 
changes. 

principled [‘prinsapld] adj (person] who has 
principles and lives according to them. 

print [print] o vt -1. to make <words, pic- 
tures> etc on paper by pressing it against 
something covered in ink; to copy <words, 
pictures> etc onto paper using photographic 
equipment o The last page hasn't been printed 
well. □ We've printed 100 pages so far. -2. [book, 

newspaper, leaflet] to make <sthg> by print¬ 
ing □ The book was first printed in 1957. 
-3. (article, story] to publish <a piece of writ- 
ing> in a book, newspaper etc o Readers are 
sent $20 for every letter printed. -4. [pattern, de¬ 

sign] to reproduce <sthg> on cloth by print¬ 
ing; [fabric, dress] to decorate <a piece of 
doth> in this way □ The skirt was printed with 
flowers. -5. [word, name] to write <sthg> 
clearly without joining the letters □ Please 
print your name in block capitals. 

o vr -1. [person] to write something clearly 
without joining the letters together. -2. [print¬ 

er] to produce printed material □ The machine 
is now ready to print. 

o n -1. [on a page] words that have been 
printed on a piece of paper □ It was written in 
large/small print. □ The print is too small to read. 
□ l<Ve all love to see our name in print. ■ to be 
in/out of print [book] to be available/no long¬ 
er available for sale □ That book went out of 
print several years ago. -2. art a picture or de¬ 
sign made by printing □ a screen/titho print □ 
He had the Picasso print framed. -3. pho¬ 
tography a photograph produced from a film 
□ black and white/color prints. -4. [for clothing] 

cloth, usually cotton, on which a color pat¬ 
tern has been printed □ a cotton print □ a print 
dress □ print curtains. -5. [of a foot] a footprint 
□ The animal had left its prints in the mud. -6. [of 

a finger] a fingerprint □ The police were looking 
for prints after the burglary. 

♦ print out vt sep to print sthg out computing 
[figures, data] to print sthg that has been 
stored on a computer. 

printed circuit [.printad-] n a printed circuit 
(board) an electronic circuit consisting of a 
continuous thin line of conducting material 
laid on one or both sides of a thin board. 

printed matter n printed paper, e.g. official 
advertisements, that can be mailed at a spe¬ 
cial reduced rate. 

printer ['printar[ n -1. business a person or firm 
that prints books, newspapers, leaflets etc □ 
a firm of printers □ The book is still at the print¬ 
ers. -2. computing a machine that prints in¬ 
formation from a computer, word processor 
etc □ a computer printer. 

printing ['printir)] n -1. the act of printing 
books, papers etc. -2. business the industry 

prissy 

that prints newspapers, leaflets etc □ He 
works in printing. 

printing press n a machine that prints books, 
newspapers etc. 

printout fprintaut] « a sheet or sheets of pa¬ 
per on which information from a computer, 
word processor etc is printed □ a computer 
printout. 

prior ['prai3r[ o ad/ -1. [knowledge, agreement, 

arrangement] that existed before a particular 
time □ No prior warning was given. □ I'd already 
met him on a prior occasion. -2. [duty, commit¬ 

ment] that must be dealt with first because it 
is more important □ Sorry, I can't come; I have 
a prior engagement that day. □ My family has a 
prior claim on my time, o n religion the head 
of a monastery. 

♦ prior to prep before <sthg> □ The decision 
was made prior to her resignation. □ She left him 
a note prior to leaving. 

prioritize, -ise [prai'Drataiz] vt to deal with 
<sthg> before other things, usually because 
it is more important □ We should prioritize 
spending on education. 

priority [prai'orati] (pi priorities) n -1. some¬ 
thing that must be dealt with very soon, 
and before other things, usually because it is 
more important □ Our first priority is to stabilize 
the economy. □ The President sees defense as a 
priority issue. -2. to have or take priority to 
have the right to be dealt with first □ Fami¬ 
lies have or take priority over single people on the 
waiting list. 

♦ priorities npl tasks considered of most im¬ 
mediate concern or greatest importance □ 
We must get our priorities right. □ This is low on 
my list of priorities. 

priory ['praiari] (pi priories) n a place where a 
small group of monks or nuns live and 
work. 

prise [praiz] vt GB to prise sthg open/from sb to 
prize sthg open/from sb. 

prism ['prizm] « a specially shaped object of 
clear glass which separates white light into 
the colors of the rainbow, 

prison ['prizn] n a building where people are 
kept locked in cells as a punishment for 
crimes they have committed or while they 
are waiting to be tried □ He has been in prison 
for three years now. n She was sent to prison. □ 
a prison cell/wall. 

prison camp n a camp for prisoners, especial¬ 
ly prisoners of war. 

prisoner ['pnznar] n a person kept in prison or 
a prison camp □ a political prisoner □ He is be¬ 
ing held prisoner by an armed group. □ Thousands 
of soldiers were taken prisoner. 

prisoner of war (pi prisoners of war) « a 
member of the armed forces captured by the 
enemy during a war and held prisoner, 
usually until the end of the war. 

prissy ['prisi] (compar prissier, superl prissiest) 
adj [person] who one finds annoying because 
they are shocked by things that are not 
usually considered rude by most other peo¬ 
ple (informal and disapproving use). 
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pristine [’pristim] adj that is in very good con¬ 
dition, because it is new or like new □ The 
watch was still in pristine condition. 

privacy [US 'praivasi, GB 'priv-] tt a situation in 
which one can be alone and not be seen or 
disturbed by anybody □ / value my privacy. 

private ['praivat] o adj -1. [room, performance, 
garden] that is only intended for or owned 
by a particular person or group □ This is pri¬ 
vate land. □ 'Private. Keep off.' □ a private jet. 
-2. [industry, hospital] that is owned or run by 
an individual, group, or company and not 
by the state □ private education. -3. 
[conversation, meeting, interview] that takes 
place between a small number of people 
and is kept secret from others □ a letter 
marked ‘‘private and confidential”. -4. [life, 
thoughts] that is connected with somebody’s 
personal life and not with their work or 
public life □ It's a matter for the private individ¬ 
ual. -5. [place, spot, retreat] that is quiet and 
away from other people who might see or 
hear one □ Can we meet somewhere a bit more 
private? -6. [person] who does not like to 
share their personal thoughts, feelings etc 
with other people □ He's a very private man. 
on-1. military a soldier of the lowest rank. 
-2. in private with no one else present □ He 
asked to see his boss in private. 

♦ privates tipi [of a person] one’s genitals (in¬ 
formal use). 

private company n = private limited compa¬ 
ny. 

private detective n a person who is hired by 
members of the public to carry out investi¬ 
gations for them. 

private enterprise « businesses that are 
owned by individuals or groups and not by 
the state. 

private eye n = private detective. 

private income n GB income that comes from 
property, investments etc and not from a 
salary. 

private investigator n = private detective. 

private limited company n GB a company 
that is not allowed to offer its shares for 
sale to the public. 
NOTE: Compare public company. 

privately ['praivatli] adv -1. privately owned/ 
run owned/run by an individual, group, or 
company and not by the state □ The children 
are privately educated. -2. [discuss, meet] not in 
public □ Privately, Mr Kemp admitted to feelings 
of jealousy. -3. [think, feel, believe] without say¬ 
ing anything to anyone else □ / looked indiffer¬ 
ent, while privately hoping for an invitation. 

private member's bill « in Britain, a bill pro¬ 
posed by a member of the House of Com¬ 
mons who is not a government minister. 

private parts npl one's genitals (informal use). 

private practice n -1. a professional person’s 
business that is not a part of a government 
organization □ He left the Health Service and 
joined a private practice. -2. US the business of 
a doctor who works on their own. 

private property « land and buildings owned 
by a particular person or group, 

private school n a school that is not run and 
paid for by the state but that is paid for by 
the parents of the pupils □ My parents sent 
me to a private school. 

private sector « the private sector the indus¬ 
tries and services that are not owned and 
run by the state □ small businesses in the pri¬ 
vate sector □ a private-sector employee. 

privation [prai'veijn] n a lack of the basic 
things required for a normal life, 

privatization [.praivatai'zeij’n] n: see privatize □ 
Privatization is seen as the key to profitability. 

privatize, -ise ['praivataiz] vt [company, service] 
to sell <an industry owned by the state> to 
private owners □ The coal industry is about to 
be privatized. 
NOTE: Compare nationalize, 

privet ['privat] n an evergreen bush with small 
leaves, often used as a garden hedge □ a priv¬ 
et hedge. 

privilege [’privalids] « -1. a special right or ad¬ 
vantage that only some people have, be¬ 
cause they are rich or belong to a particular 
group □ The office carries with it certain privi¬ 
leges. -2. a polite word used to show that 
one is pleased to do something □ / had the 
privilege of hearing him speak once. □ It was a 
privilege to be introduced to her. 

privileged ['pnvalid3d] adj -1. [group, position] 
that has rights or advantages that other peo¬ 
ple do not have □ a privileged minority a As a 
member, you have privileged access to a wealth 
of services. -2. to be privileged to do sthg to 
be honored to do sthg □ We were very privi¬ 
leged to receive an invitation. □ / feel privileged to 
work for them. 

privy ['privi] adj to be privy to sthg [to a discus¬ 
sion, secret] to know something about sthg 
that is secret (formal use). 

Privy Council n the Privy Council in Britain, a 
group of politicians, public figures etc who 
advise the king or queen on political mat¬ 
ters. 

Privy Councillor n a member of the Privy 
Council. 

Privy Purse tt the Privy Purse in Britain, the 
amount of money that the government 
gives to the king or queen for their own 
use. 

prize [praiz] o n something valuable given to 
a person who has won a competition, con¬ 
test, game etc □ She won first prize in the tour¬ 
nament. o adj -1. [cattle, exhibit] that has won 
a prize. -2. [idiot, fool] complete (informal use), 
o vt -1. to value and admire <sthg> □ a 
prized award/possession □ This breed is highly 
prized for its intelligence. -2. to prize sthg open 
to open sthg by using force □ She tried to 
prize the box open, m to prize sthg from sb to 
remove sthg from sb’s hand with effort, or 
by force □ / finally succeeded in prizing it from 
her grasp. 

prize day tt GB a school ceremony held once 
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a year at which prizes are given for good 
work during the year. 

prizefight ['praizfait] n a boxing match in 
which the boxers win money. 

prize-giving [-givirj] n a ceremony, usually at 
a school or after a competition, at which 
prizes are given to some people □ the prize- 
giving ceremony. 

prize money n money that is offered or given 
as a prize, usually in a competition. 

prizewinner ['praizwina1) « a person who has 
won a prize. 

pro [prou] (pi pros) « -1. a professional (infor¬ 
mal use) o Look, I m a pro, and I believe in doing 
things well. □ After a successful amateur career, 
he turned pro. -2. the pros and cons the ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages of something □ 
1/1/e have to weigh up the pros and cons before 
deciding. 

pro- prefix used before a word to show that 
somebody supports somebody or something 
□ pro-environment □ pro-nationalist □ pro-gov¬ 
ernment. 

PRO n abbr of public relations officer. 

proactive [prou'aektiv] adj [approach, attitude, 

person] that is able to change to improve a 
situation without being told to do so □ / 
chose the firm because they have a proactive 
policy on women's issues. 

pro-am [.prou'aem] o adj [tournament, competi¬ 

tion] that includes professional and amateur 
players, o « a pro-am tournament, competi¬ 
tion etc. 

probability [.proba'bibti] (pi probabilities) n 
-1. [of success, failure, victory] the degree to 
which something is likely or certain to hap¬ 
pen □ The probability of such an outcome is very 
small, m in all probability almost certainly □ In 
all probability they've changed their mind. 
-2. something that is likely to happen □ The 
meeting is a probability rather than a possibility at 
the moment. 

probable fprobabl] adj (outcome, reason, suc¬ 

cess] that is likely to happen or be true □ It's 
very probable that they'll win. 

probably ['probabli] adv almost certainly □ 
You're probably right. □ "Will you be able to 
come?" — "Probably." 

probate ['proubeit] law o n the legal process 
of deciding whether or not a will has been 
made correctly, o vt US to probate a will to 
decide whether or not a will has been made 
correctly. 

probation [proo'beijn] n -1. law the system by 
which some criminals are not sent to pri¬ 
son but must obey the law and report reg¬ 
ularly to an official for a fixed period of 
time □ He was put on probation for a period of 
six months. -2. industry the fixed period of 
time after a person joins a company at the 
end of which their employer decides if 
they are good enough to keep the job 
□ Teachers are normally on probation for two 
years. 

probationary [us proo'beifaneri, gb -an] adj 

-proceedings 

[teacher, nurse] who is on probation □ a proba¬ 
tionary period. 

probationer [proo'beiJnar] n -l. industry an 
employee who is on probation. -2. law a 
criminal who is on probation. 

probation officer n a person whose job is to 
deal with criminals who are on probation, 

probe [proob] o rt -1. a thorough investigation 
by a large organization into something that 
is wrong or illegal □ They ordered a probe into 
the company's affairs. -2. medicine a long, thin, 
metal instrument used to examine something. 
-3. a space probe a spacecraft that sends in¬ 
formation about space back to earth, 
o vt -1. [mystery, crime] to investigate <sthg> 
thoroughly □ Officials are probing the com- 
pdny s records. -2. [earth, hole] to examine 
<sthg> with one’s finger or a pointed object 
□ She probed the ground with a stick, 

o vi to probe for sthg to search for sthg □ 
They probed for evidence, m to probe into sthg 
to investigate sthg thoroughly □ They probed 
into his business affairs. 

probing fproobir)] adj [question, look] that is in¬ 
tended to discover the truth. 

probity L'proubati] n total honesty (formal use), 

problem ['problam] o n -fTsome thing that is 
difficult to deal with or understand and 
needs attention and thought □ money/social 
problems □ He has a drugs problem. □ We're hav¬ 
ing a few problems with our overseas division. □ 
the problem of unemployment/homelessness. □ / 

have no problem with that, m no problem! cer¬ 
tainly! (informal use) □ "Could you lend me $5?" 
— "No problem!" -2. a question based on 
numbers, facts etc that needs an answer or 
solution □ a mathematical problem, o comp a 

problem child a child who behaves badly 
and causes difficulties. 

problematic(al) [,pmbb'ma:tik(l)] adj that 
causes problems and is difficult to deal with 
□ Arranging transport could be problematiclal). 

problem page n GB a section in a newspaper 
or magazine containing letters from readers 
describing their problems, followed by an¬ 
swers from an expert suggesting solutions, 

procedural [pra'si:d3aral] adj [matter, problem] 

that is connected with a particular pro¬ 
cedure. 

procedure [pra'si:d3ar] n an accepted method 
or set of actions for doing something □ 
constitutional/legal/standard procedure □ There is 
a procedure to follow in case of fire. 

proceed [vb pra'siid, npl 'prousiidz] vi -1. to 
proceed to do sthg to begin to do sthg after 
doing something else □ She then proceeded to 
ask me some awkward questions. -2. to con¬ 
tinue □ Before we proceed any further, ... □ The 
police proceeded with their investigation. -3. to 
go in a particular direction (formal use). 

♦ proceeds npl the money earned from sell¬ 
ing something or from an event or activity □ 
They sold the house and set up their own busi¬ 
ness with the proceeds. 

proceedings [pra'siidirjz] npl -1. a particular 
series of events □ The entire proceedings were 
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captured on film. -2. law a legal action □ court/ 
legal proceedings. 

process [US 'proses, GB 'prous-] o n -1. a series 
of actions or events that are done by, or 
that involve, a lot of people or one person 
or that happen naturally □ the legal/electoral/ 
administrative process □ It has been a long/slow 
process. ■ in the process while doing the 
thing just mentioned □ / stretched to catch the 
ball, and in the process I pulled a muscle. ■ to be 
in the process of doing sthg to be doing sthg 
that one has not finished yet □ We're in the 
process of redecorating our house. -2. [in nature, 

chemistry] a series of natural changes or 
events □ a chemical process □ the process of di¬ 
gestion or digestive process □ the aging process. 
-3. [for making things] a method of making 
something, especially a method used in in¬ 
dustry □ The production process has since been 
refined. □ a new process for manufacturing lami¬ 
nated steel. 
o vt -1. [raw material, food] to put <sthg> 
through a chemical or industrial process □ 
Waste is sent abroad for processing. 
-2. computing [data, figures] to put -cinforma- 
tion> into a computer to be examined or 
dealt with. -3. [application, document] to deal 
with <sthg>, usually as part of an official 
process □ Customs officers process thousands of 
immigrants each month. 

processed food [US 'prosest-, GB 'prous-] n 
food that has been specially treated so that 
it stays fresh for a long time. 

processing [US 'prosesig, GB 'prous-] tv. see pro¬ 
cess □ automatic data processing. 

procession [prs'sefn] n -1. a number of peo¬ 
ple, vehicles etc moving in the same direc¬ 
tion as part of a ceremony, demonstration, 
or public event □ a funeral procession. -2. a 
continuous forward movement of people or 
things, one after the other □ They marched in 
procession. □ a constant procession of visitors. 

processor [US 'prosessr, GB 'prousesa] n -1. COM¬ 
PUTING = microprocessor. -2. cooking = food 
processor. 

pro-choice adj [group, campaigner] that sup¬ 
ports a woman’s right to have an abortion. 

proclaim [pra'kleim] vf [news, independence] to 
announce <sthg> publicly or officially □ The 
country proclaimed its independence in 1957. □ 
Fiona proudly proclaimed that she'd solved it. 

proclamation fprokb'meijn] n: see proclaim □ 
a proclamation of independence. 

proclivity [pra'khvati] {pi proclivities) n a 
strong natural tendency toward something, 
especially something bad (formal use). 

procrastinate [prou'kraestrneit] vi to keep avoid¬ 
ing doing something that one has to do. 

procrastination [prou.kraesti'neijn] tv see pro¬ 
crastinate. 

procreate ['proukrieit] vi to produce young 
animals or babies (formal use). 

procreation [.proukri'eijn] tv. see procreate (for¬ 
mal use). 

proctor ['prokt3r] n US education a person 

who watches students in an exam to make 
sure they do not cheat. 

procurator fiscal [,prokjareit3r-] n in Scottish 
law, a person who acts as a coroner and 
public prosecutor. 

procure [pro'kju3r] vt [supplies, assistance, ticket] 
to get <sthg> that is difficult to obtain □ 
First, I suggest you procure the services of a 
good lawyer. 

procurement [pro'kjoaqnant] tv. see procure □ 
the Minister in charge of weapons procurement. 

prod [prod] (pt & pp prodded, cont prodding) 
o tt -1. a quick push with something long 
and thin such as a finger or a stick □ She 
gave him a prod with her stick. -2. a way of re¬ 
minding somebody about something □ The 
money was due yesterday, so I think we should 
give them a prod, o vt -1. to give <sb/sthg> a 
prod using an object or one’s finger o He 
prodded me in the ribs. -2. to cause <sb> to do 
something by encouraging or persuading 
them □ It took two letters to prod him into 
action/responding. 

prodigal [’prodigl] adj [person] who carelessly 
wastes money (literary use). 

prodigious [pro'did33s] adj [amount, appetite, 
memory] unusually large □ The job generates a 
prodigious amount of paperwork. 

prodigy ['prodad3i] {pi prodigies) « a person, 
especially a child, who has a great talent for 
a particular activity □ a child/an infant prodigy □ 
a musical/mathematical prodigy. 

produce [vb pro'dJuis, n US 'prouduis, GB 'prod- 
ju:s] o vf -1. [equipment, appliances, food] to 
make <goods>, usually in a factory, in order 
to sell them □ Our company produces elec¬ 
trical parts for cars. -2. [work of art, literature] to 
make <sthg> for other people to see and 
enjoy □ She has produced another brilliant novel. 
-3. [raw material, crop] to provide <sthg> in a 
particular form as the result of a process; [in¬ 
terest, profit] to cause <sthg> to exist as the 
result of a process □ This region produces good 
wine. □ Halogen lamps produce a lot of light. 
-4. [agreement, reaction, effect] to have <sthg> 
as a result □ The experiment produced unexpec¬ 
ted results. -5. biology [baby, young, offspring] 
to cause <a child or animal> to be bom; 
[fruit, flower, leaves] to cause <sthg that 
grows> to appear. -6. [object, passport, letter] 
to bring <sthg> out from inside a package, 
bag etc to show it to somebody □ He was 
then asked to produce his birth certificate. 
-7. [evidence, argument, document] to find and 
present <sthg> to somebody in order to 
prove something □ They could not produce any 
proof that she had been at the scene. -8. cinema, 
theater, & tv [movie, play, program] to be re¬ 
sponsible for the practical aspects of making 
<sthg>, especially finding the money for it □ 
Tonight's show was produced by Steve Bliss, 

o n -1. farming a collective term for food 
produced by farmers □ dairy/agricultural prod¬ 
uce □ 'Produce of Spain.' -2. a collective term 
for fruit and vegetables sold in a store □ 
They have nice produce at Kroger's. 

producer [pro'diu:s3r] n -1. [of goods, food, raw 
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material] a person, organization, or country 
that produces something in large amounts 
or numbers □ one of the biggest steel producers 
□ the producer country/company. -2. cinema, 

theater, & tv the person who produces a 
play, program etc □ a movie producer. 

product [’prndAkt] « -l. industry & business 

anything that is made, manufactured, grown 
etc in order to be sold □ chemical/pharma¬ 
ceutical/agricultural products. -2. to be a product 
of sthg [of a situation, process] to be a result of 
sthg; [of an upbringing, education] to be a cer¬ 
tain way as a result of sthg □ That's the prod¬ 
uct of a lively imagination, a He's a product of his 
environment. 

production [prs'dAk/n] n -1. [of goods, food, raw 

material] see produce □ production costs/meth¬ 
ods/systems. ■ to go into production [model, 

article] to start being produced; [company, 

factory] to start producing something □ The 
car went into production earlier this year. □ We're 
going into production with an advanced version of 
the system. ■ to put sthg into production to 
start producing sthg □ We're putting the new 
model into production next year. -2. the amount 
of goods produced □ Production is up/down on 
last year. -3. [of a movie, play, program] see pro¬ 
duce. -4. theater a presentation of a particu¬ 
lar play, opera, ballet etc by a particular di¬ 
rector or company □ a theatrical production □ 
Did you see her production of "Peer Gynt"? 

production line n a group of machines or 
groups of workers that make one part of a 
product only, and then pass it on to the 
next group of machines or workers □ He 
works on the production line. 

production manager « the person in charge 
of production at a factory, 

productive [pra'dAktiv] adj -1. [labor force, fac¬ 

tory, industry] that produces a lot of goods ef¬ 
ficiently; [land, farm] that produces a lot of 
crops. -2. [meeting, visit, relationship] that pro¬ 
duces useful or satisfying results □ I've had a 
very productive afternoon. 

productively [pra'dAktivli] adv [work, operate, 
use) He uses his land productively. 

productivity [.prodAk'tivati] n the rate at 
which goods are produced in relation to the 
number of workers and machines used □ 
Productivity must be increased/improved if the 
company is to survive. 

productivity deal « an agreement between 
managers and workers that links an increase 
in pay to an improvement in productivity. 

Prof, abbr of Professor. 

profane [pra'fein] adj [language, expression] that 
shows no respect for holy and religious 
things. 

profanity [pra'fasnati] (pi profanities) « -1. a 
lack of respect for religious and holy things. 
-2. an offensive word or expression, 

profess [pra'fes] vt [innocence, ignorance, disgust] 
to claim <sthg>, often falsely □ He professed 
a liking for jazz. □ He professes to be the inventor 
of this machine. 

professed [pra'fest] adj -1. a professed athe¬ 

ist/anarchist etc a person who makes it 
known that they are an atheist/anarchist 
etc. -2. [love, respect, dislike] that is declared, 
but not necessarily believed □ her professed 
indifference to wealth and status. 

profession [pra'fefn] « -1. a job or career, es¬ 
pecially one that is generally respected and 
requires special training □ She is a doctor by 
profession. □ What made you choose law as your 
profession? -2. all the people who belong to 
a particular profession □ the medical/teaching/ 
legal profession. 

professional [pra'fefnal] o adj -1. [athlete, ac¬ 

tor, musician] who does a particular activity 
or job for money □ a professional golfer/thief. 
-2. [person] who has a job that is generally 
respected and requires special training; [ca¬ 

reer, qualification] that is connected with a 
particular profession; [help, opinion] that comes 
from a person in a particular profession □ 
Naomi is a professional woman in her mid-30's. □ 
You should seek professional advice from a lawyer. 
-3. [job, standard, performance] that is of high 
quality and shows a desire to do things pro¬ 
perly □ She dealt with the situation in a very pro¬ 
fessional manner. □ It was not very professional 
of him to leave halfway through the meeting, 
o n -1. a person who is paid for doing 
something that other people do as a hobby 
□ We really need a professional to fix the table. 
-2. a person who is trained to do a particu¬ 
lar job; a person who takes care to do their 
job well □ The apartment would suit a young 
professional. □ She's a real professional! 

professional foul n a deliberate foul in soccer 
intended to stop a player of the other team 
from scoring a goal. 

professionalism [pra'fejrializm] n the skill and 
serious attitude to work that professional 
people are expected to have □ We expect a 
high level of professionalism from our staff. 

professionally [pro'fejnah] adv -1. profes¬ 
sionally trained/qualified trained/qualified to 
a professional standard. -2. [sing, play, act] for 
money, as a job □ Jim started playing golf pro¬ 
fessionally when he was 23. -3. to be profes¬ 
sionally repaired/installed to be repaired/ 
installed by a person who is trained in a 
particular skill □ The job was done very profes¬ 
sionally. -4. [behave] in a way that is expected 
of a professional in a particular job. 

professor [pra'fesal « -1. us & CAN a univer¬ 
sity teacher □ a college professor □ a law pro¬ 
fessor □ She‘s a professor of or in engineering. 
-2. GB a teacher of the highest rank at a uni¬ 
versity, usually the head of a department □ 
Professor Alan Stringer. 

professorship [pra’fes3rfip] « the job or posi¬ 
tion of a professor. 

proffer f1 prnfor| vt [object, hand] to hold <sthg> 
out so that another person can take it; [ad¬ 

vice, friendship, help] to offer <sthg> to some¬ 
body □ He proffered his hat. □ We all proffered 
our excuses to her. 

proficiency [pra'fijnsi] n a high level of skill □ 
I aim to achieve proficiency in under a year, o her 
proficiency in languages. 
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proficient [pra'fifnt] adj (linguist, swimmer] who 
has reached a very high standard in a par¬ 
ticular skill or activity □ She's a very proficient 
athlete. □ He became proficient in or at English. 

profile [’proofail] n -1. [of a person] the outline 
of a person’s head and face seen from the 
side □ / could just make out his profile at the end 
of the row of seats. ■ in profile seen from the 
side □ She looks much better in profile. ■ to 
keep a low profile to try not to attract atten¬ 
tion to oneself □ / suggest you keep a low pro¬ 
file until this is all over. -2. media [of a celebrity, 
star, politician] a short description, usually for 
a newspaper or a television program, of 
somebody’s life and character □ There was a 
profile of her in the Sunday papers. 

profit ['prDfat] o n -1. business money gained 
in business that is greater than the costs of 
the business □ The business is run for profit, not 
as a charitable concern. □ With pretax profits of 
60 million dollars, the company has had another 
successful year. ■ to make a profit to earn 
more money from business than one spends 
□ He made a healthy profit on the deal. ■ to sell 
sthg at a profit to sell sthg at a higher price 
than one bought it for. -2. something useful 
that can be gained by an action □ Is there any 
profit in trying to reopen negotiations at this 
stage? 
o vi -1. [company, business] to make a profit 
□ The company profited'nicely from or by its busi¬ 
ness in Eastern Europe. -2. [person] to learn a 
lot from something □ She spent a year abroad 
and profited greatly from or by the experience. 

profitability [.profata'bitati] n the extent to 
which a business, investment etc is profi¬ 
table; the fact of being profitable, 

profitable [’profatabl] adj -1. [business, deal, in¬ 
vestment] that makes a profit □ We’ve had a 
very profitable six months. -2. [experience, meet¬ 
ing, visit] useful and worthwhile □ I found our 
discussion very profitable. 

profitably ['profatabli] adv -1. [deal, sell, invest] 
in a way that makes a profit. -2. [spend time] 
usefully. 

profit and loss n a profit and loss (statement 
US or account GB) a document that shows 
the amounts of money spent and earned by 
a company during a particular period, and 
the profit or loss it has made, 

profiteering [.prDfa'tiarirj] n the activity, espe¬ 
cially during a war, of making large profits 
by charging people very high prices for es¬ 
sential goods. 

profit-making o adj [organization, business] 
that makes a profit, o n the activity of mak¬ 
ing profits. 

profit margin « the difference between the 
selling price of something that makes a 
profit and the cost of producing it □ We are 
looking at ways of increasing our profit margins. 

profit sharing [-Jearig] n an arrangement that 
allows part of a company’s profits to be 
shared among its employees. 

profligate [’proftagat] adj [use, expenditure] that 
wastes something, especially money, in a 

careless way □ We must be less profligate with 
our resources. 

pro forma [-'faiTna] adj a pro forma invoice an 
invoice giving details of an order that is sent 
out before the goods are delivered. 

profound [pra'faond] adj -1. [apology, despair, si¬ 

lence] that is very strongly felt; [effect, 

change] that is very noticeable and important 
□ She felt a profound sense of sorrow. □ It has al¬ 
tered him in a profound way. -2. [idea, saying, 

work] that is full of meaning and shows 
great intelligence and understanding □ / find 
his poetry extremely profound. 

profoundly [pra'faundli] adv -1. profoundly 
grateful/upset etc very grateful/upset etc □ a 

profoundly moving piece of music. -2. [change, 

affect] in a very noticeable or important way 
□ The experience had altered her profoundly. □ It 
irritated him profoundly. 

profuse [pra’fjuis] adj -1. [bleeding, sweat] that 
is produced in large quantities □ Profuse tears 
flowed down his cheeks. -2. [apologies, thanks] 

that is expressed with a lot of feeling and 
words □ She was profuse in her apologies. 

profusely [pra'fjuisli] adv [sweat, bleed, apolo¬ 

gize] see profuse □ He was profusely apologetic. 

profusion [pra'fju^n] n a very large quantity 
of something □ a profusion of flowers □ Weeds 
were growing in profusion. 

progeny ['prodsam] n the children or des¬ 
cendants of somebody (formal use). 

progesterone [pra'dsestaroun] n a hormone 
that prepares the womb for pregnancy. 

prognosis [prog'nousas] {pi prognoses [-i:z]) 
n a judgment or opinion about how some¬ 
thing is likely to develop, especially an ill¬ 
ness □ The prognosis for the export business in 
the coming year is good/bad. 

program ['prougrsm] (pt & pp programmed, 
cont programming) o n -1. computing a set of 
instructions that are given to a computer so 
that it can carry out certain operations □ a 
computer program □ a word-processing program. 
-2. US [of activities, events] a list of planned 
activities, events etc □ / have a very full pro¬ 
gram this week. □ What’s on the program for to¬ 
night? -3. US radio & tv a broadcast □ There’s 
a program on tonight about alligators. □ a TV/radio 
program. -4. us education a set of studies □ a 
degree/MBA program. -5. US [for a play, concert, 
match] a small book that people can buy 
when they go to a cultural or sports event 
etc that gives them details about the event 
and the people taking part in it. 

o vt -1. computing to put a program into <a 
computer> □ The system can be programmed 
to perform a variety of tasks. -2. US [video, CD 
player] to instruct <a device> to carry out a 
certain operation automatically □ The heat is 
programmed to come on early in the morning. 

programmable [prou'grasmabl] adj [washing ma¬ 

chine, stereo, video recorder] that can be in¬ 
structed to carry out certain operations 
automatically. 

programme ['prougram] gbo« [of activites, on 
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the radio, for a play] = program, o vt [video, CD 
player] = program. 

programmer [‘prougrasma1] n computing a per¬ 
son who writes programs for computers □ a 
computer programmer. 

programming ['proograemii)] n computing the 
activity of writing programs for computers □ 
a course in computer programming. 

programming language « a language of 
codes and symbols in which computer pro¬ 
grams are written. 

progress [n US 'pmgras, GB 'proogres, vb prs- 

'gres] o n -1. [of a person, vehicle] movement 
in a particular direction, especially toward a 
destination □ The mountain was steep and our 
progress was slow. -2. [of work, a project, pa¬ 

tient] the gradual development of somebody 
or something toward a desired state □ 
There's not much progress to report. ■ to make 
progress [work, project] to come closer to be¬ 
ing completed; [patient, student] to improve, 
especially by one’s own efforts □ They've 
made some/considerable/excellent progress. □ 
Terry's making progress with or in his English. 
-3. [in science, technology] development and 
improvements in different areas of human 
life; [of events, a game] the way in which 
something develops and changes over a pe¬ 
riod of time □ technological progress □ That's 
what they call progress, I suppose, 

o vi -1. [science, technology] to become more 
advanced; [work, project] to come closer to 
being completed; [student, patient] to improve 
□ The study of human genetics is progressing 
fast. □ The painting is progressing slowly. □ Anna 
is progressing well at school. -2. [meeting, game, 

negotiations] to continue and develop in a 
particular way over a period of time □ /Is the 
evening progressed, I began to feel more and 
more tired. -3. to progress to sthg [to the next 

stage, a higher level] to move on to sthg □ She 
progressed to flying more powerful planes. 

♦ in progress adj to be in progress to be hap¬ 
pening at this moment □ The meeting is still in 
progress. 

progression [pra'grefn] n -1. the process of 
going from one situation or state into anoth¬ 
er □ the progression from childhood to adulthood. 
-2. a series of events, objects etc that come 
one after the other. 

progressive [pra'gresiv] adj -1. [politician, meth¬ 
od, school] that is influenced by and ready to 
try new ideas □ She was a young doctor with 
progressive ideas about psychology. -2. [change, 
improvement, reduction] gradual and continu¬ 
ous □ He suffered from a progressive loss of 
memory. 

progressively [pra'gresivh] adv to become pro¬ 
gressively worse/smaller to become worse/ 
smaller gradually and continuously □ He got 
progressively more drunk. □ The dose can be re¬ 
duced progressively as the patient shows signs of 
recovery. 

progress report « a report that shows how 
well or badly somebody or something is 
progressing □ Give me a progress report on the 
new project. □ a monthly progress report. 

prohibit [proo'hibat] vt [smoking, alcohol, sale] to 
forbid <sthg> by using a rule or law □ 'Park- 
ing prohibited. ■ to prohibit sb from doing 
sthg to stop sb from doing sthg by using a 
rule, law, or order □ Tenants are prohibited 
from keeping animals as pets. 

prohibition [.prooa'bifn] n -1. a rule or law 
that prohibits something □ a prohibition on the 
sale of alcohol. -2. the act of prohibiting 
something □ Prohibition of the practice is the 
only solution. 

♦ Prohibition n the period in US history from 
1920 to 1933 when the manufacture and 
sale of liquor was banned; the banning of 
alcohol. 

% PROHIBITION 

The law introducing Prohibition was an 
amendment to the US constitution that was 
made as a result of campaigns by religious 
and political groups against drunkenness. 
The law failed to stop Americans from 
drinking, however. Many made their own 
alcohol, and many more bought it in illegal 
drinking clubs called “speakeasies”, run by 
organized criminals who became rich and 
powerful. People felt the law had no effect, 
and it was ended in 1933. 

prohibitive [prou'hibativ] adj [cost, tax, amount] 

that is so expensive that people cannot af¬ 
ford to buy or pay for it. 

project [« 'pn^ekt, vb pro'd^ekt] On-1. a 
plan □ They announced their project to build a 
new stadium. -2. a piece of work, especially 
one that follows a plan □ The building project 
is nearing completion. -3. education a long 
piece of work done by one or more students 
on a particular subject □ a history/geography 
project □ project work □ The class is doing a proj¬ 
ect on pollution. 

o vt -1. to be projected to be planned □ A 
major road-building operation is projected for next 
year. -2. [increase, cost] to estimate <the fu¬ 
ture amount of something> using the infor¬ 
mation that one has □ Here are next year's 
projected sales figures. □ a projected rise/fall in 
output. -3. to project sthg onto sthg [light, im¬ 

age, film] to make sthg appear on sthg □ The 
diagram was projected onto a screen at the front 
of the auditorium. -4. to project sb/sthg as sthg 
to make sb/sthg appear to be sthg, especial¬ 
ly sthg that other people admire □ We're try¬ 
ing to project ourselves as a dynamic, forward- 
looking company. 

o vi [piece of rock, object] to stick out from 
the surface of something □ There was a nail 
projecting dangerously from the wall. 

projectile [US pra'd3ektl, GB -ail] n an object 
that is thrown or fired as a weapon. 

projection [pra'dsekfn] n -1. [of sales, costs] an 
estimate based on existing information □ a 
sales projection. -2. something that sticks out 
from a surface. -3. [of light, a film] the act of 
projecting light, film etc onto a surface. 

projectionist [pra'dsek/nast] n a person who 
works the projector at a movie theater. 
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projection room « a room, usually in a 
movie theater, from which the movies are 
projected onto a screen, 

projector [pro'd^ekta"] n a device containing a 
system of lenses and a very bright light that 
projects an image, slide, movie etc onto a 
screen □ a movie projector. 

proletarian fproob'teansn] adj [struggle, per¬ 

son] that is connected with or belongs to the 
working class. 

proletariat [.proub'tearrat] n the proletariat the 
working class. 

pro-life adj [group, campaigner] that is opposed 
to abortion. 

proliferate [pra'lifsreit] vi [weeds, pests, cells] 

to increase in number very quickly and be¬ 
come widespread. 

prolific [pra'lifik] adj [writer, artist, composer] 

who produces many works □ Her output of 
books, novels, and articles has been truly prolific. 

prologue ['proulog] n -1. a short section at the 
beginning of a book, movie etc that is used 
as an introduction □ the prologue to the "Can¬ 
terbury Tales". -2. a prologue to sthg some¬ 
thing that happens before sthg and leads on 
to it □ These preliminary discussions were a pro¬ 
logue to the actual negotiations. 
NOTE: Compare epilogue, 

prolong [prs'lDrj] vt [life, suffering, meeting] to 
make <sthg> last longer □ Why prolong the 
suspense any longer? 

prom [prom] n -1. US a formal dance for stu¬ 
dents in high school in the USA □ She never 
had a prom date. -2. GB (abbr of promenade 
concert) a concert at which no seats are pro¬ 
vided for at least part of the audience □ 
We're going to the proms. -3. abbr of prom¬ 
enade. 

promenade [US .prmna'neid, GB -'na:d] n GB a 
wide path built along the edge of the coast 
in a town. 

promenade concert n GB = prom. 

Prometheus [pra'muGias] in Greek mythology, 
a god who stole fire from the gods and gave 
it to the human race. He was punished by 
being chained to a rock, 

prominence ['prraninans] n: see prominent □ He 
rose to prominence during the election campaign. 

prominent ['prominant] adj -1. [politician, organi¬ 

zation, issue] that is important and attracts a 
lot of attention □ He's a prominent member of 
the Church/critic of the regime. -2. [landmark, 

building] that is very noticeable because it 
stands out from a surface □ / put the notice in 
the most prominent place I could find. □ She has 
very prominent cheekbones. 

prominently ['prominantli] adv -1. [display, 

place] in a way that makes something easy 
to notice □ The alarm chain is prominently posi¬ 
tioned above the door. -2. [feature, figure] in a 
way that attracts attention and suggests that 
somebody or something is important □ His 
name figures prominently in our list. 

promiscuity kpromas'kjurati] n promiscuous 
sexual behavior □ the risks of promiscuity. 

promiscuous [pra'miskjoas] adj [person] who 
has sex with a lot of different people. 

promise [’promas] o n -1. a statement that 
one will definitely do something, often for 
somebody else’s benefit □ She kept/broke her 
promise to meet me at the airport. □ We received 
only one promise of support. • to make a prom¬ 
ise to promise that one will do something □ 
You made me a promise, remember? -2. [of suc¬ 

cess, recovery, happiness] a sign that some¬ 
thing will happen. ■ to show promise [musi¬ 

cian, student] to do well and show signs that 
one will do even better in future; [idea, ca¬ 

reer, project] to show signs of being a success 
□ He shows great promise as a writer. 
o vt -1. to promise sb sthg to tell sb that 
they will definitely have sthg they need or 
want; to tell sb that sthg will definitely hap¬ 
pen □ You promised me a new car for Christmas. 
□ She promised Ithat) she would come. ■ to 
promise to do sthg to state that one will 
definitely do sthg □ / promised to finish the job 
by Friday. -2. [rain, snow, success] to be a sign 
that <sthg> will appear or happen in the fu¬ 
ture. ■ to promise to be sthg to seem very 
likely to be sthg □ This promises to be an inter¬ 
esting discussion. □ He promises to develop into 
a first-rate mechanic. 
o vi to make a promise □ "Will you do that for 
me?" — "Tes, / promise." 

promising [’promasir)] adj [start, sign] that sug¬ 
gests something good will happen; [student, 

musician, career] that shows signs of being 
successful in the future. 

promissory note [US 'promasorri-, GB -isari-] n 
a signed note promising to pay somebody a 
particular sum of money on a certain date 
or when asked for it. 

promo ['proomoo] (yl promos) n something, 
usually a video, that promotes a product (in¬ 
formal use) □ a promo copy. 

promontory [US 'prmnantarri, GB -antri] (/-/prom¬ 
ontories) n a piece of high land that sticks 
out into the sea. 

promote [pra'moot] vt -1. [trade, cooperation] to 
try to help the development of <sthg> □ The 
aim of our organization is to promote the cause of 
world peace. -2. [product, event, idea] to try to 
attract public attention to <sthg> by selling 
it at a special price, talking about it on tele¬ 
vision or radio etc □ The band have been tour¬ 
ing to promote their new single. -3. [employee, 

mem- ber of staff] to give <sb> a better job 
with more money and responsibility □ She's 
been promoted to head of the finance depart¬ 
ment. -4. sport to be promoted [team, club] to 
be allowed to compete in a higher division. 

promoter [pra'mouta1)] n -1. [of a sports event, 

concert] a person who organizes something 
and pays for it to take place □ a boxing pro¬ 
moter. -2. [of a cause, idea] a person who sup¬ 
ports something and tries to persuade other 
people to agree. 

promotion [pra'moufn] « -1. the fact of being 
given a higher rank or position □ What are 
the prospects of promotion? □ Trainees can ex¬ 
pect to receive a promotion after one year. -2. [of 
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a product, event) see promote. -3. an event or 
a campaign to attract attention to a product, 
movie etc □ We're having a sales promotion. 

prompt [prompt] o adj -1. laction, treatment, re¬ 

ply] that is done without delay □ Prompt pay¬ 
ment would be appreciated. -2. [person] who ar¬ 
rives, comes etc exactly at the planned time 
and not later □ I'm surprised he's not here, he's 
usually very prompt. 

o adv exactly at a particular time and not 
later □ The meeting will start at nine o'clock 
prompt. 

o vf -1. [action, reaction, decision] to cause 
<sthg> to happen or be done □ This, in turn, 
prompted a rude letter from the author.' ■ to 
prompt sb to do sthg to cause or persuade sb 
to do sthg □ What prompted her to change her 
plans so suddenly? -2. theater to remind <an 
actor or actress> of the next line they have 
to say during a performance, 
o « theater a spoken reminder to an actor 
or actress of the next line they have to say 
during a performance; the person who gives 
this reminder. 

promptly [’promptli] adv -1. [act, reply, pay] 

without delay □ She promptly went and told 
everyone that I was pregnant. -2. [arrive, leave] 

at the planned time and not later □ They ar¬ 
rived promptly at six. 

promptness [‘promptnas] « [of an action, reply, 
person] see prompt. 

promulgate ['pmmlgeit] vt -1. [law, decree] to 
announce <sthg> to the public. -2. [belief, 

idea] to make <sthg> known to many peo¬ 
ple. 

prone [proun] adj -1. to be prone to sthg [to ill¬ 

ness, accidents] to be likely to be affected by 
sthg □ She's always been very prone to allergies. 
■ to be prone to do sthg to have a tendency 
to do sthg □ He's prone to make mistakes. 
-2. [person] who is lying flat on their stom¬ 
ach (formal use). 

prong [prog] n a long point, especially one of 
those at the end of a fork, 

pronoun ['proonaun] n a word such as “he”, 
“she”, or “it” that is used in place of a name 
or noun. 

pronounce [pra'nauns] O vt -1. [word, name] to 
say <sthg> aloud in a particular way □ How 
do you pronounce that? □ You don't pronounce 
the “k" in "know". -2. [verdict, decision] to state 
<sthg> formally □ Other art experts have pro¬ 
nounced that the work is a fake. □ The evening 
was pronounced a triumph by all. ■ to pronounce 
sb dead/unfit etc to state formally that sb is 
dead/unfit etc □ He was pronounced dead on 
arrival at the hospital, o vi to pronounce on 
sthg to give an opinion or decision on sthg 
□ Experts were asked to pronounce on the valid¬ 
ity of the claim. 

pronounced [pra'naunst] adj [accent, limp, ten¬ 

dency] very noticeable □ He has a pronounced 
lisp. 

pronouncement [pra'naonsmant] n a formal 
public statement about something serious □ 
The public was outraged by his pronouncements 
on women and work. 

propagate 

pronto ['prontou] adv without delay (informal 
use). 

pronunciation [pra.nAnsi'eiJ'n] n [of a language, 

word, name] the way in which something is 

pronounced, especially by somebody speak¬ 
ing a foreign language □ I'm afraid my pronun¬ 
ciation is not very good. 

proof [pru:f] n -1. [of a theory, fact, somebody's 

guilt] something that shows that something 
is true □ We must have proof before we can 
take disciplinary action against them. □ They don't 
have any proof that I was involved. -2. printing 
[of a text, publication] a first copy of some¬ 
thing that is used for making corrections, 
improvements etc before the final copies are 
printed □ a proof copy. -3. [of alcohol] a figure 
that shows the alcoholic strength of a drink 
□ This rum is 47 proof. 

proofread [’pru:fri:d] (pt & pp proofread [-red]) 

vt [text, publication] to check the proofs of 
<sthg> for mistakes. 

proofreader ['pru:fri:d3r] n a person whose job 
is to proofread texts or publications. 

prop [prop] {pt & pp propped, cotit propping) 
o n -1. [for a wall, roof, plant] a support that 
prevents something from falling down a The 
fence was held up by wooden props. 
-2. somebody or something that gives sup¬ 
port and allows a person, organization etc 
to continue to work or exist □ / was using al¬ 
cohol as some sort of emotional prop. □ Expen¬ 
sive cars are really a prop to people's self-esteem. 
-3. sport in rugby, one of the two forwards 
in the front row of the scrum who support 
the hooker. 

o vt to prop sthg against sthg to lean sthg 
against sthg to prevent one or both of them 
from falling or moving, often only for a 
short time □ He propped the ladder against the 
wall. 

♦ props ttpl theater & cinema a collective 
term for the objects and pieces of furniture 
that are used in a movie or play. 

♦ prop up vt sep -1. to prop sthg up [wall, 

book, plant] to prevent sthg from falling 
down by using a prop □ The shelf was 
propped up with or by bricks. -2. to prop sthg 
up [organization, economy] to make it possible 
for sthg to continue working or existing □ 
The banks won't prop up the company if it shows 
no sign of returning to profitability. □ American 
troops were sent in to prop up the regime. 

Prop, abbr of proprietor. 

propaganda [propaganda] « [for a political par¬ 

ty, government, regime] information that is in¬ 
tended to persuade people to support or ap¬ 
prove of something and that may be untrue 
□ right-wing/communist propaganda □ election 
propaganda. 

propagate ['propageit] o vt -1. [seed, species] 

to cause <a plant or animal> to produce 
young, especially in large numbers □ These 
plants can be propagated by taking cuttings. 
-2. [idea, religion] to spread <sthg> so that 
more people believe in it or support it. o vi 
[plant, animal] to grow in number by produc- 
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ing young □ The species has propagated well in 
the local conditions. 

propagation [.propa'geijn] tr. see propagate □ 
seed propagation. 

propane ['proupein] n a gas that is obtained 
from petroleum and used for cooking and 
heating. FORMULA: C3 H8. 

propel [pra'pel] (yt & yy propelled, cont propel¬ 
ling) vt -1. [vehicle, boat, rocket] to cause 
<sthg> to move quickly in a particular di¬ 
rection □ The blast propelled him through the 
window. -2. [person] to suddenly cause <sb> 
to do a particular thing or be in a particular 
situation □ He was propelled to fame/into a life 
of crime. □ The country was immediately pro¬ 
pelled into war. 

propeller [pra'pela7] n a device with two or 
more blades that drives a ship or an aircraft 
by turning very fast □ a propeller blade. 

propelling pencil [pra'pelirj-] n GB a pencil in 
which the lead can be moved in or out by 
twisting or pressing a part of the pencil. 

propensity [pra'pensati] (yl propensities) ft a 
natural tendency to have particular emo¬ 
tions or patterns of behavior (formal use) □ 
He has a propensity for ok to antisocial behavior. 
□ a propensity to act without thinking. 

proper ['prnpDr| adj -1. [job, meal, doctor] that is 
real and has all the necessary features to be 
good enough □ / haven't had a proper weekend 
off in months. -2. [time, place] correct □ You will 
all be told at the proper time. □ The proper spell¬ 
ing is with a "g" at the end. -3. [behavior, senti¬ 

ment] that is morally or socially acceptable 
but may be thought old-fashioned by some 
people □ It wouldn't be right and proper of me to 
accept. -4. the building/ceremony proper the 
actual building/ceremony itself rather than 
something that is connected with it or simi¬ 
lar to it □ The movie proper doesn't begin until 
five. 

properly ['props'll] adv -1. [spell, pronounce] 

correctly; [clean, treat] in a satisfactory way □ 
I haven't been able to walk properly since the ac¬ 
cident. □ This place needs taking care of properly. 
-2. [eat, dress, behave] in a way that other 
people consider acceptable □ Sit properly at 
the table I 

proper noun n grammar the name of a par¬ 
ticular person, place, or organization, spelled 
with a capital letter. 

property ['propadi] (yl properties) n -1. [of a 

person, organization, government] something 
that belongs to somebody □ It appears that 
the car was stolen property, o 'This book is the 
property of M. J. Thurman.' -2. [for sale] a build¬ 
ing or a piece of land owned by a particular 
person □ There are several nice properties for 
sale in the area. -3. business a collective term 
for buildings and land □ They've been buying 
up property in the area. □ the property market □ 
property prices. -4. [of a chemical, plant, metal] a 
characteristic that something has □ the heal¬ 
ing properties of garlic. 

property developer n a person who buys 
land in order to build housing, offices etc on 
it and then sell it at a profit. 

property owner « a person who owns land 
or a building. 

property tax « a tax on land or buildings. 

prophecy ['profasi] (yl prophecies) n a state¬ 
ment of what will happen in the future, es¬ 
pecially made by somebody with special re¬ 
ligious powers □ The prophecy eventually came 
true. 

prophesy ['profasai] (yt & yy prophesied) vt 
[disaster, war] to predict that <sthg> will hap¬ 
pen □ Mr Levine prophesied that the war would 
end within a year. 

prophet ['profat] n -1. religion a religious 
teacher or leader who is believed to have 
been chosen by God. -2. a person who 
makes prophecies. 

prophetic [pra'fetik] adj [remark, warning] that 
correctly describes something that will hap¬ 
pen in the future □ Her words proved to be 
prophetic. 

propitious [pro'pijas] adj [moment, time] that is 
likely to make something successful (formal 
use). 

proponent [pra'pounant] n a person who sup¬ 
ports something and tries to persuade other 
people to agree □ proponents of compulsory 
education up to the age of 18. 

proportion [pra'pa:rln] n -1. a part of some¬ 
thing □ / spend a large proportion of my ex¬ 
penses on travel. -2. a number of people or 
things when considered as part of a larger 
group □ The proportion of women smoking has 
fallen. □ Donor countries are now giving less as a 
proportion of their GNP than at any time since 
1973. -3. the proportion of sthg to sthg the 
amount of sthg compared to the amount of 
sthg else □ The proportion of Catholics to Protes¬ 
tants is two to one. ■ in proportion to or with 
sthg at the same rate as sthg □ Wages have 
not risen in proportion to the cost of living. ■ out 
of all proportion to sthg much more than is 
fair or suitable when compared with sthg □ 
The prison sentence was out of all proportion to 
the seriousness of the crime. -4. to keep or see 
things in proportion to keep a sense of what 
is important and reasonable □ You should stop 
worrying and see things in proportion m to get 
sthg out of proportion to behave as if sthg is 
more important than it really is □ The inci¬ 
dent has been blown up out of all proportion by 
the media. ■ a sense of proportion an ability 
to know which things are important and 
which things are not □ The police need to 
keep a sense of proportion when dealing with 
young people. -5. art the relative sizes of ob¬ 
jects in a picture, drawing etc. ■ in propor¬ 
tion [drawing] that shows everything in its 
correct size compared with everything else □ 
It's difficult to draw things in proportion without 
checking and measuring. ■ out of proportion 
[drawing] with objects shown too big or 
small when compared to other objects □ Her 
hand seems out of proportion with the rest of her 
body. 

♦ proportions ttyl the size of something □ 
The virus has reached epidemic proportions. 

proportional [pro'poi'Jnal] adj at the same rate 
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as something else □ This chart shows income 
to be proportional to costs. 

proportional representation n the system 
used in elections in which the number of 
representatives a party has is in proportion 
to the total number of votes it has received, 

proportionate [pra'poi'J'nst] adj (change, in¬ 
crease] that is in the correct proportion to 
something else □ Sales have not been propor¬ 
tionate to the costs of promotion. 

proposal [pra'poozl] n -1. a suggestion or plan, 
often written, that people have to think 
about and decide on □ I'm against the proposal 
for a new road or to build a new road. □ A new 
proposal has been submitted. -2. the act of ask¬ 
ing somebody to marry one □ a proposal of 
marriage. 

propose [pra'pouz] o vt -1. to suggest <a plan, 
solution, action> etc, often in writing, that 
people can think about and decide on; to 
formally suggest <sfc» for a particular job □ / 
propose that we leave at once. □ / was pleased 
when they proposed me for or as their repre¬ 
sentative. -2. to introduce <a motion, bill> 
etc and argue in its favor □ Frederick proposed 
the motion "Vegetarianism is good for the soul." 
-3. to propose a toast to ask people to drink 
a toast to show appreciation of somebody 
or wish them good health, success etc □ / 
propose a toast to Gary, for cooking this meal. 
-4. to propose doing or to do sthg to intend 
to do sthg □ You don't propose actually driving 
that thing, do you? 

o vi to ask somebody to become one’s wife 
or husband □ He eventually proposed to her. 

proposed [pra'pouzd] adj (plan, solution, trip] 
suggested or planned. 

proposition fipropa'zij'n] o « -1. a statement 
of an opinion or idea that is made so that 
people can discuss it □ Given Schleber's propo¬ 
sition that human beings are born unequal... -2. a 
suggestion for a plan or action □ We dis¬ 
cussed the proposition to merge/that the compa¬ 
nies should merge. □ He has made us an attrac¬ 
tive proposition, o vt to ask <sb> to have sex 
with one, especially when one does not 
know them well. 

propound [pra'paond] vt (theory, problem, argu¬ 
ment] to suggest and explain <sthg> so that 
other people can consider it. 

proprietary [US prs'pramteri, GB -atri] adj (medi¬ 
cine, cosmetic] that is sold under a brand 
name (formal use). 

proprietor [pra'prai3tar] tt the owner of a busi¬ 
ness □ a newspaper proprietor. 

proprietorial [prs.prais'toirisl] adj [attitude, man¬ 
ner, tone] showing that one thinks that one 
owns and has complete power over some¬ 
thing or somebody. 

propriety [prs'praisti] « correct social and 
moral behavior (formal use), 

propulsion [prs'pAlJn] n the force that makes 
something, especially a vehicle, move for¬ 
ward or upward □ jet/rocket propulsion. 

pro rata [US -'reits, GB -'rents] o adj (increase, 
payment] that is calculated according to how 

much is used, worked etc by each person □ 
The proceeds of the concert were shared on a 
pro rata basis, o odv [increase, pay] For people 
who have worked for less than one year, the bo¬ 
nus will be divided pro rata. 

prosaic [prou'zenk] adj [life, style, job] that 
seems ordinary and uninteresting □ the dull, 
prosaic routine of Geraldine Macarthur's life. 

Pros. Atty abbr of prosecuting attorney. 

proscenium [prs'snmsm] (pi prosceniums or 
proscenia [ nia]) « a proscenium (arch) the 
frame for the main curtain over the front of 
the stage in a theater. 

proscribe [proo'skraib] vt [drug, organization, ac¬ 
tivity] to ban <sthg> officially, especially be¬ 
cause it is considered dangerous (formal use). 

prose [prouz] n written language that is not 
poetry □ a prose drama/translation □ Write it clear¬ 
ly, in plain English prose. 

prosecute ['prosikjuit] law o vt to accuse <sb> 
of a crime and bring a charge against them 
in a court of law □ 'Trespassers will be pros¬ 
ecuted' □ She was prosecuted for theft, o vi 
-1. [police] They have decided not to prosecute. 
-2. [barrister] to act as the prosecutor in a tri¬ 
al in court □ David Olsen, prosecuting, proceed¬ 
ed to list the grisly details of the case. 

prosecuting attorney [,pn>sikju:tirj-] n an at¬ 
torney who acts on behalf of the govern¬ 
ment in court cases in the USA. 

prosecution [.prDsi'kjui/n] tt -1. the prosecu¬ 
tion the people, especially the lawyers, who 
prosecute somebody in a trial in court □ The 
prosecution is presenting its case tomorrow. 
-2. [of a suspect, spy] the act of prosecuting 
somebody □ The state brought a successful 
prosecution against the bookstore. 

prosecutor ['pmsikjuitafi n a lawyer in a court 
of law who tries to prove that the person 
accused of a crime is guilty. 

prospect [tt 'pmspekt, vb US 'pmspekt, GB prs- 
'spekt] o n -1. [of a change, improvement] a 
possibility that something desirable will 
happen □ / see no immediate prospect of a cut 
in interest rates. □ There's little prospect of Harry 
arriving now. -2. (of work, a trip! something that 
will happen soon □ I don't look forward to the 
prospect of staying with my aunt, o vi to look 
for gold, silver, oil etc in a particular area 
with the intention of mining it □ The compa¬ 
ny is prospecting for oil in the area. 

♦ prospects npl the chances of somebody or 
something of being successful in the future 
□ What are the prospects for this year's harvest? 
□ That young man has good prospects. 

prospecting [US 'prospektir), GB prs'spektirfi tt 
the activity of prospecting for gold, silver, 
oil etc □ a prospecting company. 

prospective [prs'spektiv] adj -1. a prospective 
buyer/candidate etc somebody who is likely 
or expected to buy something/be a candi¬ 
date for something etc □ She is the prospec¬ 
tive Democratic candidate in the forthcoming elec¬ 
tion. -2. a prospective event/deal an event/a 
deal that is likely to happen □ Many people 
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have protested at the prospective increase in 
taxes. 

prospector [US 'pmspektr, GB pra'spekta] n a 
person who prospects for gold, silver, oil 
etc. 

prospectus [prs'spektss] (pi prospectuses) n a 
small book published by a university, 
school, or company giving details about its 
activities and advertising its advantages, 

prosper ['prDsp3r] vi -1. [person, business] to be¬ 
come successful and rich □ After three difficult 
years, Luigi's restaurant began at last to prosper. 
-2. [child, plant] to develop well and healthily 
□ Ferns prosper in humid conditions. 

prosperity [pro'sperati] « the state of being 
successful and getting enough money to live 
well □ It was a period of great prosperity. 

prosperous [’prospsrss] adj [person, business, 
country] successful and rich □ the prosperous 
suburbs of the city. 

prostate [’prnsteit] « the prostate (gland) an 
organ in the body of males that produces 
the liquid in which sperm is carried □ pros¬ 
tate cancer. 

prosthesis [prDs'Oiisas] (pi prostheses [-'9i:si:z]) 
« an artificial leg, eye, tooth etc, used to re¬ 
place one that is missing, 

prostitute ['prestatiuit] tt a person, usually a 
woman, who has sex with people for mon¬ 
ey □ a male/child prostitute. 

prostitution [lprnst3ltJu:J'n] n the work or 
business of prostitutes □ She turned to prosti¬ 
tution. 

prostrate [adj 'prostreit, vb US 'pmstreit, GB 
pm'streit] o adj -1. lying flat on the ground 
with one’s face downward, because one is 
tired, scared etc □ He lay prostrate on the floor. 
-2. to be prostrate to be so weak or upset by 
something bad that has happened that one 
cannot do anything □ prostrate with grief, o vt 
to prostrate oneself to lie down in a pros¬ 
trate position because one fears, respects, or 
is worshiping somebody, 

protagonist [prou'tasgsnsst] n -1. one of the 
main people in a story or in a real conflict 
or argument o At this point, our protagonist de¬ 
cides to rebel. -2. one of the main people 
supporting something new □ ITC is one of the 
leading protagonists of change in the sector. 

protect [prs'tekt] vt [person, country, rights] to 
keep <sb/sthg> safe so that they are not 
harmed or damaged □ The castle was built to 
protect the area from attack. □ The cream pro¬ 
tects your skin against harmful ultraviolet rays. □ 
It is forbidden to hunt tigers — they are a protect¬ 
ed species. 

protection [prs'tekfn] tt the act of protecting 
somebody or the state of being protected □ 
police/consumer protection □ The drug gives pro¬ 
tection from malaria. □ He asked for protection 
against his enemies. 

protectionism [prs'tekfnizm] « an official poli¬ 
cy of protecting the industry in one’s coun¬ 
try against foreign competitors, 

protectionist [prs'tekfnast] adj [policy, politician] 
that favors protectionism. 

protection money n money paid to criminals 
by somebody who has been threatened 
with attack or damage if they do not pay. 

protective [pra'tektiv] adj -1. [layer, clothing, col¬ 

oring] that protects somebody or something 
from harm or damage □ The machine has a 
protective plastic cover. -2. [person] who has a 
strong wish to protect a child or weaker 
person against harm or bad influences o Like 
most mothers, she was or felt very protective to¬ 
ward her children. □ protective feelings/instincts. 

protective custody tt the practice of keeping 
a person in prison for their own safety, 

protector [prs'tekts7] n -1. [of a person, country] 

a person who protects somebody or some¬ 
thing □ The lawyer was an ardent protector of 
civil rights. -2. [on a machine, body] something 
that protects people from being hurt or in¬ 
jured □ a pair of eye protectors. 

protectorate [prs'tektarat] tt a country that is 
controlled and protected by another country 
that is more powerful. 

protege ['prout33ei] n a person whose career 
is helped and guided by somebody older 
and more powerful or influential, 

protegee ['prout33ei] « a female protege, 

protein ['prootiin] tt a substance found in 
foods such as meat, eggs, and beans that the 
body needs in order to grow and repair 
damage □ He's on a high-protein diet. 

protest [tt 'proutest, vb pra'test] o tt a state¬ 
ment or action, often made in public, show¬ 
ing that one disapproves of something, es¬ 
pecially because it is not fair □ / would like to 
make or register a protest about the way I've 
been treated. □ The news of his detention was 
greeted by a storm of protest. □ The manager re¬ 
signed in protest at or against the planned mer¬ 
ger. □ a protest rally/movement/demonstration m 
under protest unwillingly □ I'll do it, but under 
protest. 

o vt -1. to state very strongly that <sthg> is 
true after other people have said it is not □ 
He continued to protest his innocence. □ I pro¬ 
tested that I was not responsible for the mistake. 
-2. US [war, action, decision] to make a protest 
about <sthg>. 
o vi to make a protest, often together with 
other people □ We protested at or about the 
condition of the hotel. □ Teachers are protesting 
against the cuts in spending on education. 

Protestant fprntastant] o « a member of one 
of the Christian churches that separated 
from Roman Catholicism in the 16th centu¬ 
ry. o adj: a Protestant church/school/service. 

Protestantism ['protsstantizm] « the beliefs 
held by Protestants. 

protestation [.prDta'steiJn] tt [of love, friendship] 

a very strong statement that something is 
true (formal use) □ Carlos was eventually impris¬ 
oned, despite his protestations of innocence. 

protester [prs'testa1)] n a person who protests 
against something, especially actively and in 
public □ Several protesters were arrested during 
the rally. 

protest march tt a procession in which peo- 
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pie walk a long distance to protest against a 
law, policy etc. 

protestor [pr3'testar] n = protester. 

protocol ['prootakDl] n the rules, sometimes 
unwritten, about how people should behave 
on formed or official occasions □ What is the 
correct protocol in these matters? 

proton ['prouton] n a particle with a positive 
electrical charge in the nucleus of an atom. 

prototype ['prootataip] n [of a car, machine] a 
first model or version of something that can 
be tested and improved before the final ver¬ 
sion is made □ a prototype airplane a This is the 
prototype of the first steam engine. 

protracted [pra'traektad] adj [illness, delay, ab¬ 

sence] that lasts a long time, often longer 
than is necessary or expected □ After protract¬ 
ed discussions, an agreement was finally made. 

protractor [pra'traektaq n a flat piece of plastic 
or metal in the form of half a circle, used for 
measuring angles. 

protrude [pra'trurdj vi [teeth, rock] to stick out 
from or through a surface □ The pipe protrud¬ 
ed from the wall a few centimeters. 

protrusion [pra'tru^n] n something that pro¬ 
trudes from somewhere. 

protuberance [pra'tiuibarans] n a rounded part 
of something that sticks out above the sur¬ 
face (formal use). 

proud [praod] adj -1. [person] who is full of 
satisfaction and pleasure because of some¬ 
thing they have done or been connected 
with □ She's very proud of or about her new job. 
□ We are proud to present our new range of de¬ 
signer ski-wear. □ / was very proud that they 
asked me to speak. □ a proud smile/letter/ 
achievement. -2. [person, people, race] that is 
full of self-respect □ They are too proud to ask 
for help. -3. [person] who feels very strongly 
that they are better or more important than 
other people (disapproving use) □ He is too 
proud to apologize. 

proudly ['praudli] adv [speak, behave] see proud 
□ The parents looked on proudly as their son was 
handed the prize. □ We proudly present one of 
the world's leading trumpet players. 

Proust [pru.-st], Marcel (1871-1922) a French 
writer whose most famous work is Remem¬ 
brance of Things Past. 

provable ['prurvabl] adj [theory, guilt! that can 
be proved to be true. 

prove [pru:v] (pt proved, pp proved or proven) 
vt -1. [fact, argument] to show that <sthg> is 
definitely true, using facts, information etc □ 
The evidence seems to prove his guilt. □ / shall 
prove to you that I was right. □ It has been scien¬ 
tifically proven that this shampoo is harmful to 
your hair. □ Her argument was proved wrong. 
-2. to prove (to be) sthg to be shown or seen 
to be sthg after some time has passed □ She 
has proved to be a better worker than I expected. 
□ This scandal could prove highly damaging to the 
company. ■ to prove oneself to show that one 
is a particular thing by one’s actions □ He 
proved himself to be an excellent cook. 

proven ['pru:vn] o past participle of prove, o adj 
[fact, liar, ability] that has been proved. 

Provencal [.prDvnn'sad] n & adj: see Provence. 

Provence [pro'vDns] a region of southeastern 
France, on the Mediterranean coast, 

proverb ['prDV3:rb] n a short well-known say¬ 
ing that expresses some general truth or ad¬ 
vice □ That well-known proverb “Better late than 
never" springs to mind! 

proverbial [pra'v3:rbj3l] adj -1. a word used to 
show that one is quoting a well-known say¬ 
ing or expression □ The proverbial calm before 
the storm. -2. to be proverbial to be known 
about by many people □ Derek's drinking hab¬ 
its are proverbial. 

provide [pra'vaid] vt [food, answer, example] to 
give or make <sthg> available to somebody 
who needs or wants it □ All meals will be pro¬ 
vided. □ The company has provided me with a 
car. □ We can provide accommodation for twenty 
people. 

♦ provide for vt fus -1. to provide for sb to sup¬ 
port sb by giving them the money, food etc 
that they need □ / have a family to provide for. 
-2. to provide for sthg [for a possibility, emergen¬ 

cy] to make arrangements for things to be done 
if sthg happens (formal use) □ We hope that the 
new plans provide for every eventuality. 

provided [pra'vaidad] conj provided (that) a 
word used to introduce something that 
must happen if something else is also to 
happen □ We should be home by ten, provided 
(that) we don't get lost. 

providence ['provadans] n the force, such as 
God or fate, that is believed to control 
events and protect people's lives □ Some see 
it as an act of divine providence. 

providential [.prova'denji] adj [help, escape] 

that happens completely by chance at exact¬ 
ly the time it is needed (formal use), 

provider [pra'vaidar] n a person who provides 
somebody with the food, money etc they 
need to live. 

providing [pra'vaidig] conj = provided. 

province ['provans] n -1. [of a country] a large 
and important part of a country that has its 
own government or governor □ the province 
of Quebec. -2. [of a person] an area of knowl¬ 
edge that somebody is especially interested 
or trained in; an area of work that some¬ 
body is personally responsible for □ / don't 
know anything about that, it's not really my prov¬ 
ince. □ Company law is outside my province. 

♦ provinces npl the provinces the parts of a 
country that are far from its capital or main 
city □ The Chathams live in the provinces. 

provincial [pra'vinjl] adj -1. [town, newspaper] 

that is in or from the provinces □ Larry's 
working at one of the provincial theaters in the 
north. -2. [person, attitude] that is unwilling to 
accept new or different ideas and customs 
(disapproving use) □ They're so narrow-minded 
and provincial. 

provision [pra'v^n] n -1. [of food, resources, 

funds] the act of giving, supplying, or mak¬ 
ing something available to somebody □ The 
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committee is responsible for the provision of li¬ 
brary services. -2. to make provision for sb/ 
sthg [for the future, one's family] to make ar¬ 
rangements and preparations to supply the 
possible future needs of sb/sthg □ / have 
made provision for my wife in my will. -3. [in an 

agreement, law] a condition or demand □ Un¬ 
der the provisions of the contract, you will be ex¬ 
pected to complete the work by June. □ / accept 
your terms with the provision that the money is 
paid in advance. 

♦ provisions npl supplies of food and drink □ 
Toward the end of the expedition our provisions 
began to run low. 

provisional [pra'visnal] adj [arrangement, result, 

decision] that has been arranged or decided 
for the present but is likely to be changed at 
some time in the future. 

Provisional IRA n the Provisional IRA the part 
of the Irish Republican Army that is prepared 
to use violence and terrorism to achieve its 
aims. 

provisional licence n gb a driving license 
used by people until they have passed their 
driving test. 

provisionally [pra'visnali] adv [agree, arrange] 

see provisional □ We've set the date for the 
meeting provisionally for next Tuesday. 

proviso [pra'vaizou] (pi provisos) n a demand 
or condition that must be fulfilled before an 
agreement is accepted □ / accepted the job 
with the proviso that the company paid my mov¬ 
ing costs. 

Provo ['prouvou] (pi Provos) rt a member of the 
Provisional IRA (informal use). 

provocation [.prova'keijn] n [of a person, animal] 

see provoke □ Tony gets angry at the slightest 
provocation. 

provocative [pra'vDkativ] adj -1. [book, remark] 

that is likely to or intended to cause anger, 
discussion etc. -2. [smile, dance, clothing] that 
is intended to excite sexual desire. 

provocatively [pra'vDkativli] adv [say, dance] 

see provocative □ a provocatively low-cut dress. 

provoke [pra'vouk] vt -1. to deliberately try to 
make <a person or an animal> annoyed or 
angry □ He was provoked into saying things he 
later regretted. □ Don't provoke him, he'll bite. 
-2. to cause <an unpleasant feeling, situa- 
tion> etc □ Are you trying to provoke a fight? □ 
The senator's proposal provoked a storm of pro¬ 
test. 

provoking [pra'voukig] adj annoying. 

provost [US 'prouvoust, GB 'pmvast] n -1. in 
the USA, a high-ranking university official. 
-2. in Britain, the head of a university col¬ 
lege. -3. in Scotland, the head of a town coun¬ 
cil. 

prow [prau] tt the front end of a ship or boat. 

prowess [’prauas] n great ability or skill (liter¬ 
ary use). 

prowl [praol] o vi [person, animal] to move 
around quickly and carefully, trying not to 
be noticed, especially in order to attack 
somebody or steal something □ Susan 
thought she heard someone prowling around out¬ 

side the house, o vt to prowl through or 
around <a places-, o n to be on the prowl to 

be prowling. 

prowl car « US a police car that travels 
around an area to see what is happening. 

prowler ['praulal n a person who prowls 
around at night in order to harm people, 
steal from houses etc. 

proximity [prok'simati] n proximity to sthg the 
fact of being near to sthg □ One advantage of 
this house is its proximity to the station. • in the 
proximity of sthg close to sthg □ Fergus had 
spent in the proximity of $5000. 

proxy ['pmksi] (pi proxies) n a person who has 
been given the right to act or speak for 
someone else, e.g. in an election or at a 
meeting; the right given to a person in this 
situation □ My husband will act as proxy for me. 
□ proxy votes. ■ by proxy by having some¬ 
body else act or speak for one □ I voted by 
proxy. 

Prozac™ ['prouzEek] n a drug designed to stop 
people from being depressed. 

prude [pru:d] n a prudish person (disapproving 
use) □ Don't be such a prude! 

prudence ['pruidns] n: see prudent (formal use). 

prudent ['pruidnt] adj [person] who thinks 
carefully and sensibly before making deci¬ 
sions □ a prudent decision/policy □ It would be 
prudent not to mention her name. 

prudently [’pnndnth] adv [act, behave, decide] 

see prudent. 

prudish ['pruidij] adj [person] who is easily 
shocked by things that are considered rude, 
especially sex (disapproving use) □ a prudish re¬ 
mark. 

prune [pru:n] o« a dried plum, o vt to cut 
branches off <a tree, bush> etc so that it 
will grow better. 

prurient ['pruariant] adj [person] who has an 
unpleasantly strong interest in the sexual ac¬ 
tivities of other people (formal use). 

pry [prai] (pt & pp pried [praid]) o vi to try to 
find out about somebody’s private life, often 
by watching them or by asking personal 
questions (disapproving use) □ I told him not to 
pry into my private life. □ You shouldn't pry. o vt 
to pry sthg open/off to force sthg open/off □ 
I tried to pry off the lid with a knife. 

PS (abbr of postscript) n a note added at the 
end of a letter or document a PS - Don't for¬ 
get to write! 

psalm [scum] n a song or poem in praise of 
God, especially one from the Bible. 

PSBR (abbr of public sector borrowing require¬ 
ment) k the PSBR the amount of money that 
a government has to borrow from banks 
and the public because it has spent more 
than it has collected in taxes. 

pseudo- ['siuidou] prefix added to words to 
show that one thinks that something does 
not deserve a particular description □ 
pseudo-scientific □ pseudo-literary. 

pseudonym ['s-iuidamm] k a name used by 
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somebody, especially a writer, when they 
do not want to use their real name. 

psi {abbr of pounds per square inch) a unit for 
measuring pressure. 

psoriasis [ss'raissas] « a disease that causes 
itchy red patches and spots on the skin, 

psst [pst] excl a sound used to attract some¬ 
body’s attention without other people notic¬ 
ing. 

PST (abbr of Pacific Standard Time) n the local 
time in the Pacific coastal region of the USA 
and Canada. 

psych [saik] ♦ psych up vt sep to psych one¬ 
self up to prepare oneself mentally for some¬ 
thing difficult, especially by telling oneself 
that one can do it well (informal use) □ / had 
to psych myself up to go into his office. 

psyche ['saiki] n a person’s personality, mind, 
feelings, and attitudes. 

psychedelic [.saiks'delik] adj -1. Idrugl that af¬ 
fects one’s mind and makes one see and 
hear strange things and have strange ideas. 
-2. [art, music, pattern] that uses strong pat¬ 
terns, colors, lights, or sounds, 

psychiatric [.saiki'aetrik] adj a psychiatric hos¬ 
pital/unit a hospital/unit where people with 
mental illnesses are treated. ■ a psychiatric 
patient a person who is being treated for a 
mental illness. 

psychiatric nurse n a nurse who has been 
trained to treat patients who have mental 
illnesses. 

psychiatrist [sai'kaiatrast] « a doctor who has 
been trained in psychiatry, 

psychiatry [sai'kaiatri] n the study and treat¬ 
ment of mental illnesses, 

psychic ['saikik] o adj -1. [person] who has 
strange powers that cannot be explained by 
science, such as an ability to read people’s 
minds or predict future events □ psychic pow¬ 
ers. -2. [disorder, damage] that affects the 
mind, not the body, o « a person with psy¬ 
chic powers, especially the ability to receive 
messages from dead people, 

psychoanalysis [.saikooa'nrebsas] n the medi¬ 
cal examination or treatment of somebody 
with a mental problem by asking them 
about their feelings, dreams, and past ex¬ 
periences in order to find the hidden causes 
of the problem. 

psychoanalyst [.saikou'aenabst] n a person 
trained in psychoanalysis. 

psychoanalyze us, psychoanalyse gb [,saik- 
ou'senalaiz] vt to examine or treat <sb> using 
psychoanalysis. 

psychological [,saik3iDd3ikl] adj -1. [damage, 

barrier, development] that is connected with 
the mind and thoughts of people □ She has a 
lot of psychological problems. -2. [test, study] 

that is connected with psychology, 

psychological warfare n attempts to make 
an enemy lose courage and confidence by 
spreading fear, giving false information etc. 

psychologist [sai'kDbd33st] « a person who 
has been trained in psychology. 

__pub 

psychology [sai'kobd3i] n -1. the scientific 
study of the mind and how it affects peo¬ 
ple’s behavior □ child/behavioral psychology □ / 
had to use a little psychology to get him to agree. 
-2. [of a person, group] the way in which a 
particular person or group thinks and how 
this affects their attitudes and behavior, 

psychometric [.saiks'metrik] adj a psychomet¬ 
ric test a test designed to measure people’s 
intelligence and mental abilities, 

psychopath ['saikspaeG] n a person with a seri¬ 
ous disease of the mind who behaves very 
violently toward other people and feels no 
guilt. 

psychosis [sai'kousss] {pi psychoses [-’kousiiz]) 
n a very serious mental illness such as 
schizophrenia or paranoia. 
NOTE: Compare neurosis, 

psychosomatic [.saiksss'maetik] adj [illness, con¬ 

dition] that is caused by mental problems such 
as fear, unhappiness, or stress and not by 
something physical. 

psychotherapy [.saikou'Gerspi] n the treat¬ 
ment of mental conditions using psychologi¬ 
cal methods rather than drugs, operations 
etc. 

psychotic [sai'kotik] o « a person who suffers 
from psychosis, o adj: psychotic behavior. 

pt -1. abbr of pint. -2. abbr of point. 
Pt. {abbr of Point) on a map, used to refer to a 

thin strip of land sticking out into the ocean 
□ Hartland Pt. 

PT n abbr of physical training. 

PTA {abbr of parent-teacher association) n an 
organization formed by the parents and 
teachers of children at a particular school 
that organizes social events for the good of 
the school. 

Pte military abbr of private. 

PTO o n {abbr of parent-teacher organization) 
US = PTA. o {abbr of please turn over) a 
phrase written at the bottom of a page to 
show that there is something written on the 
other side. 

Ptolemy 1'tDbmi] (90-168 ad) a Greek scien¬ 
tist who believed that the planets and stars 
went round the Earth. 

PTSD n abbr of post-traumatic stress disorder. 

PTV n -1. abbr of pay television. -2. {abbr of 
public television) = PBS. 

pub [pAb] n GB & AUS a building with one or 
two rooms where beer and other drinks are 
sold and where people meet socially; the 
people in this building □ a pub sign/lunch/ 
landlord □ The whole pub seemed to be watching 
me. 

W PUB 
Pubs play an important part in British social 
life, particularly in the country, where the 
local pub is often the main meeting place 
for the community. In larger towns there 
are many types of pub: some have music 
and games and appeal to young people, 
while others serve meals and welcome fami¬ 
lies. Traditionally, pubs only admitted peo- 
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pie over 18, and had to close in the after¬ 
noons and after 11 pm, but these rules have 
been changed recently. 

pub. abbr of published. 

pub crawl n GB to go on a pub crawl to go to 
several pubs, one after the other, and have a 
drink in each one (informal use). 

puberty ['pju:barti] n the time in a person’s 
life when their body becomes adult and 
they become able to produce children □ 
Once the child reaches puberty... 

pubescent [pju'besnt] adj [girl, boy] who is at 
the age of puberty. 

pubic l'pju:bik] adj pubic hair/bones hair/bones 
near a person’s sexual organs. 

public 1'pAblik] o adj -1. [support, concern, 
health] that affects people in general □ The an¬ 
nouncement attracted a lot of public interest. 
-2. [office, servant] that belongs to or is con¬ 
nected with the government or state acting 
for people in general o increased public spend¬ 
ing. -3. [library, announcement, meeting] that 
exists for everybody to use, see, or go to □ a 

public telephone/park □ The government has de¬ 
cided to set up a public inquiry. □ Do you think 
we could talk somewhere less public? -4. [figure, 
life] that is not secret and is known by 
everybody □ The party needs to improve its 
public image. □ It's public knowledge that the 
company is about to go bust. ■ to go public on 
or about sthg to let everybody know about 
sthg that has been a secret (informal use) □ 
The government has gone public on its plans to 
build more roads. ■ to make sthg public [views, 
news] to tell the public about sthg that has 
been a secret □ His death has only just been 
made public. -5. business to go public to be¬ 
come a public company by selling shares on 
the open market. 

o n the public ordinary people in general □ 
We invite letters from members of the public. □ 
The house is not open to the public. □ The public 
has a right to know. □ the newspaper-reading 
public. ■ in public with other people present, 
including strangers □ He says one thing in pri¬ 
vate and something very different in public. 

public-address system n an electrical system 
that allows music or somebody’s voice to be 
heard by everyone in a building, ship etc. 

publican I'pAbliksn] « a person who owns or 
manages a pub. 

publication fpAbh'keiJn] n -1. [of a book, maga¬ 

zine] the act of publishing something and 
sending it to shops to be sold □ the publica¬ 
tion of the report's findings □ The book is nearing 
publication. -2. [of information] the act of mak¬ 
ing something available to people in general. 
-3. a book, magazine etc that has been pub¬ 
lished □ The catalog contains details of our latest 
publications. 

public bar n GB a separate bar in a pub that is 
not as comfortable or well-furnished as the 
other bar and where the drinks are cheaper. 

public company « gb a company whose 
shares are listed on the stock exchange and 

can be bought by the general public. 
NOTE: Compare private limited company. 

public convenience n GB a toilet provided by 
local government that anybody can use, 
sometimes for a small payment, 

public domain n to be in the public domain 
[book, software, information] to be available for 
anybody to use freely and without payment, 

public health n the care of people’s health by 
a government or other official body, includ¬ 
ing medical treatment and the prevention of 
disease □ Public health authorities insist there is 
no cause for alarm. 

public holiday n a day in the year when 
most people in a particular country do not 
work. 

public house n GB = pub (formal use), 

public housing n US houses or apartments 
built by the government for poor people, 

publicist ['pAblssast] « a person whose job is 
to publicize things. 

publicity [pAb'lisati] n -1. public attention and 
interest produced especially by newspapers, 
television etc □ The scandal received a lot of 
publicity in the press. -2. advertising, informa¬ 
tion etc intended to attract public interest 
and attention, e.g. when trying to sell some¬ 
thing □ She's in charge of publicity at the Nation¬ 
al Opera. □ a publicity campaign/agent. 

publicity stunt n an event arranged especially 
to attract publicity (disapproving use), 

publicize, -ise ['pAblisaiz] vt [event, policy, dan¬ 

ger] to make <sthg> known to the public as 
widely as possible, especially through news¬ 
papers, television etc □ the Senator's well- 
publicized views on the need to cut spending. 

public limited company n GB = public com¬ 
pany. 

publicly [‘pAblikli] adv [meet, discuss] in public 
□ / feel I have been publicly humiliated. 

public office n a job in government, e.g. as a 
member of Congress □ She has what it takes 
to hold/run for public office. 

public opinion n the opinions of people in 
general at a particular time □ We did a public- 
opinion survey of attitudes to television. □ Public 
opinion has changed on this issue. 

public ownership « ownership and manage¬ 
ment of businesses, buildings etc by the 
state □ Most health services are still in or under 
public ownership. 

public prosecutor n in Britain, a government 
official appointed by the state to bring 
criminal charges against people in courts of 
law. 

public relations o n work done by a compa¬ 
ny or organization to encourage the public 
to have a good opinion of it, especially by 
providing information; the department that 
does this work □ a public relations exercise □ 
She works in public relations, o npl good rela¬ 
tions between a company or organization 
and the public □ Supporting charity events is 
good for public relations. 

public relations officer « a person who 
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works in public relations for a company or 
organization. 

public school « -1. in the USA, Australia, and 
Scotland, a local school controlled and fund¬ 
ed by the state that provides free education. 
-2. in Britain, a private school for children 
aged from 13 to 18, whose parents pay to 
send them there and who usually live there 
during the term. 

public sector n the industries and services of 
a country that are owned and controlled by 
the government, e.g. education and roads □ 
Wages are much lower in the public sector. □ 
public-sector industries. 

public servant n a government official or em¬ 
ployee. 

public service n -1. something, e.g. gas, gar¬ 
bage collection, or transportation, that is 
provided by a government for all the people 
in an area □ a strike by public-service workers. 
-2. work that is concerned with helping oth¬ 
er people rather than making money for 
oneself □ The title is given in recognition of her 
years of public service. -3. = civil service. 

public service vehicle n gb a bus or other 
vehicle licensed to carry passengers. 

public-spirited adj [attitude, person] showing 
an active interest in the good of the society 
that one lives in □ That was very public-spirited 
of you! 

public transportation us, public transport n 

trains, buses etc that anybody can use □ 
Chicago's public-transportation system. 

public utility n a service for the public, e.g. 
the supply of gas, electricity, or water, that 
is usually under some degree of government 
control □ public-utility companies. 

public works npl buildings, roads etc provid¬ 
ed by the government for public use. 

publish [’pAblif] o vf -1. [company, government! 

to do the work needed to produce and sell 
<a book, magazine> etc □ The journal is pub¬ 
lished monthly. -2. [newspaper, magazine, editor] 

to include <an article, letter, photograph> 
etc in a newspaper or magazine and have it 
printed □ The newspaper refused to publish the 
name of the politician involved in the scandal. 
-3. [writer, musician] to have <a book, article, 
piece of music> etc published □ He has pub¬ 
lished books on both politics and history. -4. to 
make information, an opinion> etc known 
to the public, usually by having it published 
and printed □ The government has refused to 
publish the commission's findings. □ Their state¬ 
ment was published last week, 
o vi [company, government] We publish in nine 
different languages. 

publisher ['pAbliJV] n a company, organiza¬ 
tion, or person that publishes books, maga¬ 
zines etc □ / got a rejection from yet another 
publisher. 

publishing ['pAbliJig] n the business of pub¬ 
lishing books, magazines etc □ She works in 
publishing. 

publishing company, publishing house n a 
company that publishes books. 

pub lunch n GB a meal bought and eaten in a 
pub in the middle of the day that is usually 
quite simple and cheap. 

Puccini [pu't/hm], Giacomo (1858-1924) an 
Italian composer whose operas include La 
Boheme and Tosca. 

puce [pjuis] adj dark brown-red in color. 

puck [pAk] n a hard, flat, round piece of rub¬ 
ber that one hits with a stick in ice hockey. 

pucker ['pAkar] o vt to twist <one’s lips or 
face> so that little folds or lines appear, es¬ 
pecially when one is frowning or concen¬ 
trating □ She puckered her brow in concentra¬ 
tion. o vi: His face puckered and he began to cry. 

pudding [’pudig] « -1. a sweet dish based on 
flour or rice, usually served hot □ a lemon 
pudding □ a rice/bread-and-butter/steamed pud¬ 
ding. -2. GB a hot dish consisting of meat 
covered with a mixture of flour and fat □ a 
steak and kidney pudding. -3. GB the sweet dish 
that follows the main course of a meal □ 
What's for pudding? 

puddle f'pAdl] tt a shallow pool of water that 
forms on the ground when it rains; a similar 
pool of any liquid □ We ran for shelter, dodg¬ 
ing the puddles. □ Your car has left a nasty pud¬ 
dle of oil on the street. 

pudgy ['pAd3i] adj [fingers, child] small and ra¬ 
ther fat (informal use). 

Pueblo ['pwebloo] n a member of one of sev¬ 
eral Native American peoples living in the 
southwestern USA. 

puerile [US 'pjoaral, GB -ail] adj [person, remark, 

joke] that one thinks is silly and childish. 

Puerto Rican [US .pwerts'riikan, GB ,pw3:t-] n & 
adj: see Puerto Rico. 

Puerto Rico [US ,pwert3'ri:kou, GB ,pw3:t-] an 
island in the Caribbean, east of the Domini¬ 
can Republic. Puerto Ricans are US citizens 
but Puerto Rico is not a state of the USA. 
size: 8,897 sq kms. population: 3,522,000 
(Puerto Ricans), capital: San Juan, language: 
Spanish, English, currency: US dollar. 

puff [pAf] o n -1. a small amount of smoke 
taken into the mouth and blown out again □ 
He took a puff on or of his cigar. -2. a small 
amount of air, wind, steam etc blown out 
from somewhere, often as a light cloud and 
with a gentle sound □ / blew out the candle in 
one puff. □ The magician disappeared in a puff of 
smoke. 
o vt to smoke <a cigarette/pipe> etc by 
blowing out the smoke in small amounts, 
o vi -1. to puff on or at a cigarette/pipe etc to 
puff a cigarette, pipe etc. -2. to breathe 
quickly and noisily because one has been 
moving fast, exercising etc; to walk or run 
while breathing quickly and noisily □ We car¬ 
ried the cupboard up the stairs puffing and pant¬ 
ing. □ / puffed up the steps and rang the doorbell. 

♦ puff out vt sep> to puff out one's cheeks/ 
chest to make one’s cheeks/chest bigger and 
rounder by filling them with air. 

♦ puff up o vt sep> to puff sthg up to make 
sthg larger by filling it with air □ The bird 
puffed up its feathers, o vi [eyes, skin] to be- 
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come swollen as the result of being hit or 
injured. 

puffed [pAft] adj puffed (up) (eyes, skin] swol¬ 
len. 

puffed sleeve n a short sleeve on a dress or 
blouse that is tight around the arm at the 
top and bottom but wide and round in the 
middle. 

puffin 1'pAfn] n a small black and white sea¬ 
bird with a very large brightly-colored beak, 

puff pastry « light pastry used for pies and 
cakes that contains a lot of air and breaks 
into small pieces easily, 

puffy ['pAfi] (compar puffier, superl puffiest) adj 
[eyes, cheeks, skin] swollen, 

pug [pAg] n a small fat dog with short hair, a 
wide face, and a flat nose, 

pugnacious [pAg'neiJas] adj [person] who gets 
into fights easily (formal use). 

pukev [pju:k] vi to vomit (very informal use). 

Pulitzer Prize ['pulatsa1-] n in the USA, one of 
several prizes given to outstanding journal¬ 
ists, writers, and musicians, 

pull [pul] o vt -1. (hair, rope, person] to take 
hold of <sb/sthg> and move them toward 
oneself or in a particular direction □ Anne 
pulled her chair closer to mine. □ He kept trying 
to pull me onto his knee. □ She pulled everything 
out of the closet and onto the floor. □ Stephen 
pulled a cigar from his jacket pocket. ■ to pull 
the blind/curtains to draw a blind/curtains 
over a window to cover it. -2. [from a wall, 

socket, bottle] to remove <sthg> from its 
usual place using force □ The telephone had 
been pulled off the wall. -3. [cart, trailer, carriage] 

to make <a piece of equipment or machin¬ 
ery or a vehicle> move along behind one □ 
a car pulling a trailer □ The coach was pulled by 
two black horses. -4. [lever, trigger, handle] to 
move <the part of a piece of equipment that 
controls it> toward one to make it work □ 
He pulled the trigger, and the gun went off. 
-5. to pull a gun/knife on sb to take out a 
gun/knife suddenly in order to threaten or 
attack sb. -6. to pull oneself out of a place 
[water, hole, bath] to hold onto something 
and use force to move one’s body out of a 
place □ She swam to the side and pulled herself 
out of the pool. -7. to pull a muscle to damage 
a muscle by stretching it too far or too 
quickly □ I pulled a muscle playing football. -8. 
[customers, spectators, voters] to make <peo- 
ple> come to listen, buy, vote etc (informal 
use) □ The festival should pull a big crowd, 
o vi [toward oneself] You push and I'll pull, 
o n -1. to give sthg a pull to pull sthg 
once, especially quickly or forcefully □ You 
have to give that drawer a good pull. -2. the 
power to attract or influence people □ He re¬ 
sisted the pull of family tradition and went his 
own way. 

♦ pull ahead vi [person, vehicle] to pass and 
move in front of somebody or something 
else that is going more slowly □ The police 
car suddenly pulled ahead of us. 

♦ pull apart vt sep to pull people/animals apart 

to separate people/animals that are fighting 
or holding each other, using force. 

♦ pull at vt fus to pull at sthg [sleeve, arm, coat] 
to pull sthg repeatedly, especially in order to 
get somebody’s attention □ The child kept pull¬ 
ing at her skirt. 

♦ pull away vi -1. [vehicle, driver] to start mov¬ 
ing □ The truck was just pulling away from the 
traffic lights. -2. [in a race] to move forward 
and leave behind other vehicles or people 
that are moving more slowly □ The Cuban 
swimmer has started to pull away from the lead¬ 
ers. -3. to move away from <sb who is hold¬ 
ing one> □ / grabbed her by the arm, but she 
pulled away from me. 

♦ pull back vi -1. [army] to retreat. -2. to pull 
back from sthg [from an argument, commitment] 
to decide not to take part in sthg □ They 
pulled back from the brink of war/confronting the 
unions. 

♦ pull down vt sep to pull a building down to 
deliberately destroy a building, usually to 
build something new in its place □ The old 
town hall was pulled down to make way for an of¬ 
fice block. 

♦ pull in vi [driver, car] to move to the side of 
the road to stop; [train] to arrive in a station 
□ Pull in next to that van. □ / could see Hamish 
waving as we pulled into the station. 

♦ pull off vt sep -1. to pull a piece of clothing 
off to remove a piece of clothing quickly 
and without much care □ "It's hot," said Ruth, 
pulling off her sweater. -2. to pull it off to suc¬ 
ceed in doing something difficult or risky 
(informal use) □ / couldn't believe they actually 
pulled it off! 

♦ pull on vt sep to pull a piece of clothing on 
to put a piece of clothing on quickly and 
without much care □ Jonathan jumped up, 
pulled on his pants, and ran out. 

♦ pull out o vt sep -1. to pull sthg out [gun, 
knife] to bring out sthg that has been hidden 
□ Then he pulled out a shotgun. -2. to pull sb 

out [army] to make sb leave a place □ UN 
troops have been pulled out of the danger zone, 

o vi -1. [train] to start to leave a station □ We 
arrived just as our train was pulling out. 
-2. [vehicle] to move away from the side of 
the road or in front of another vehicle □ A 
truck suddenly pulled out right in front of me. 
-3. [army, troops] to leave a place □ Govern¬ 
ment forces are pulling out of the besieged capi¬ 
tal. -4. [company, competitor, participant] to stop 
taking part in something o Syria is threatening 
to pull out of the peace talks. 

♦ pull over vi [vehicle, driver] to move to the 
side of the road and stop, especially because 
one is asked to □ Pull over, there’s a police car 
behind us. 

♦ pull through vi [sick person] to get better 
after a serious illness or accident □ Doctor, do 
you think he'll pull through? 

♦ pull together o vt sep to pull oneself to¬ 
gether to behave in a more calm or con¬ 
trolled way □ Pull yourself together, for good¬ 
ness sake! o vi [group of people, countries, or¬ 
ganizations] to work together to deal with a 
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situation or problem □ Times are hard, and we 
all have to pull together. 

♦ pull up o Vf sep -1. to pull up a chair to 
move a chair next to somebody or some¬ 
thing □ Pull up a chair and join usl -2. to pull sb 
up short to make sb stop and think about 
what they are doing □ She was pulled up short 
by the seriousness in Ralph's voice, o vi [vehicle, 

driver] to stop □ / saw a car pull up outside the 
hotel. 

pull-down menu n computing a menu that 
one chooses from a list at the top of the 
screen and that then shows a menu of fur¬ 
ther options below it. 

pulley ['puli] {pi pulleys) « a piece of equip¬ 
ment consisting of a rope or chain that goes 
over a fixed wheel, used for lifting heavy 
weights. 

pullout ['polaut] n a part of a magazine, book 
etc, usually in the middle, that can be taken 
out and read separately. 

pullover ['pulouv3r] « a knitted woolen piece 
of clothing for the upper part of the body 
that one puts on by pulling it over one’s 
head. 

pulp [pAlp] o adj a pulp novel/magazine etc a 
novel/magazine etc that is cheaply and 
quickly made and contains shocking ma¬ 
terial such as sex and violence, o « -l. a 
soft, thick, liquid mass produced when cer¬ 
tain solid materials are crushed or beaten □ 
The vegetables were reduced to a pulp. -2. the 
soft inside part of some fruits or vegetables. 
-3. water containing crushed wood, cloth 
etc, used for making paper □ wood pulp, o vt 
-1. [fruit, vegetable] to crush <food> until it 
becomes pulp. -2. [book, paper] to use <sthg> 
to make pulp so that it can be used again, 

pulpit ['polpst] n a raised and enclosed plat¬ 
form in a church where a priest or minister 
stands when speaking to the other people 
there. 

pulsar ['pAlsa:r] « a star that cannot be seen 
but produces regular radio signals, 

pulsate [US 'pAlseit, GB pAl'seit] vi to make 
sounds or movements that follow a strong 
regular rhythm □ the pulsating beat of dance 
music. 

pulse [paIs] o n -1. the movement of blood 
from the heart around the body that can be 
felt as a regular beat at certain points on the 
body, e.g. the wrist □ a strong/weak pulse □ 
Your pulse rate is abnormally slow. □ His pulse 
raced as she entered the room. ■ to take sb's 
pulse to find out how fast sb’s heart is beat¬ 
ing by feeling the pulse at their wrist. 
-2. technology a small amount of sound, 
light, or electricity produced by something 
in a regular repeated way; a series of such 
amounts of sound, light, or electricity □ 
pulses of light □ an electrical/a radio pulse, 
o vi [blood, pain] to move or be felt with a 
strong regular beat □ / could feel the blood 
pulsing around my head. 

♦ pulses npl dried beans, peas, or lentils that 
are soaked in water and then boiled as food. 

pulverize, -ise [’pAlvaraiz] vt -1. [rock, metal] to 

crush <sthg> into dust or very small pieces. 
-2. [army, opposition] to defeat <sb> com¬ 
pletely (informal use). 

puma [’pjuima] (pi puma or pumas) n a large 
wild cat with brown fur that lives in the 
mountain regions of North and South 
America. 

pumice (stone) ['pAmas-] n a gray stone pro¬ 
duced by volcanos that is very light in 
weight and is used for cleaning surfaces or 
rubbing on one’s skin to make it soft and 
smooth. 

pummel CpAml] (us pt & pp pummeled, com 
pummeling, GB pt & pp pummelled, corn pum¬ 
melling) vt [person, cushion] to hit <sb/sthg> 
hard many times, usually with one’s fists. 

pump [pAmp] On-1. a machine for forcing a 
liquid or gas somewhere, e.g. through a pipe 
□ a hydraulic/pneumatic pump □ a water/an oil 
pump □ a bicycle pump. -2. a machine for putt¬ 
ing gasoline into a car. 

o vt -1. [water, air, oil] to move <a liquid or 
gas> somewhere using a pump □ The blood is 
pumped around the body by the heart, a The doc¬ 
tor pumped the poison out of his stomach. -2. to 
pump money into sthg [into a project, product] 

to spend a lot of money in order to help 
sthg, often with too little care (informal use) 

□ The government has been pumping money into 
an advertizing campaign to discourage drink¬ 
driving. -3. to ask <sb> a lot of questions in 
order to get information that they do not 
want to give (informal use) □ George kept 
pumping me for information about the new deal. 
o vi [piston, heart, blood] to move with a 
strong regular rhythm □ The runner's arms 
were pumping furiously. 

♦ pumps npl light shoes with flat rubber 
soles used for sports or dancing □ a pair of 
pumps. 

♦ pump up vt sep to pump sthg up [tire, air 

mattress] to fill sthg with air using a pump. 

pumpernickel ['pAmpsTiikl] « a heavy dark 
brown bread made from rye and usually cut 
into thin slices before it is sold. 

pumpkin [’pAmpkan] n a large, round, orange- 
colored vegetable that grows on the ground 
and has a thick skin and many seeds inside; 
the plant that produces this vegetable, 

pumpkin pie n a baked pie with a filling 
made of pumpkin, eaten especially in 
America. 

pun [pAn] n a clever or funny use of one word 
with two different meanings or of two 
words that sound the same but have two 
different meanings. 

punch [pAntf] o vt -1. to hit <sb/sthg> hard 
with one’s fist, especially in a fight □ She 
punched him on the nose. -2. to make <a 
hole> in a card, ticket etc using a punch □ 
Here comes the guy to punch our tickets, o n 
-1. [with one's fist] the act of hitting some¬ 
body hard with one’s fist □ He gave him a 
punch on the chin. -2. [for making holes] a tool 
for making holes in paper, cloth, leather, 
metal etc. -3. [drink] a hot or cold drink 
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made by mixing wine or spirits with water, 
sugar, fruit, spices etc. 

♦ punch in vi US to show that one has arrived 
at work by putting a card into a machine 
that records die time on it. 

♦ punch out vi US to show that one has left 
work by putting a card into a machine that 
records the time on it. 

Punch-and-Judy show [-'d3u:di-] « a tradi¬ 
tional British puppet show for children, per¬ 
formed by one person in a small movable 
tent, in which the main character, Punch, 
fights with his wife, Judy, 

punch bag « GB = punching bag. 

punch bail n a leather ball held in a fixed po¬ 
sition, e.g. on a spring, that is used in the 
same way as a punching bag. 

punch bowl n a large bowl in which drinks 
are mixed before being served, especially 
punch. 

punch-drunk adj -1. [boxer] who is unsteady 
and unable to speak clearly as a result of 
brain damage caused by too many blows to 
the head. -2. [person] who is confused and 
unable to concentrate, e.g. as a result of too 
much work. 

punching bag ['pAntJirj-] « US a heavy bag 
covered in leather that is hung from above 
so that it can be punched by boxers when 
they are training or as a form of exercise, 

punch line « the last line or sentence of a 
joke that makes the whole joke funny, 

punch-up n GB a fight (informal use), 

punchy ['pAntJi] (compar punchier, superl punch¬ 
iest) adj [style, article] that is forceful and 
effective because it is clear and direct (informal 
use). 

punctilious [pAgk'tilias] adj [person] who is 
very careful to do things correctly and prop¬ 
erly in all details (formal use), 

punctual I'pAijktJ'ual] adj [person] who is not 
late and does things at the arranged time; 
[start, arrival] that happens at the arranged 
time a I try to be punctual for appointments. □ 
Where's Toby? He's normally so punctual. 

punctually [’pArjktJosli] adv [start, arrive] see 

punctual □ / was there punctually at 8 o'clock. 

punctuate ['pAriktJueit] vt -1. [sentence, text] to 
put punctuation into <sthg written>. -2. to 
be punctuated by or with sthg to be broken 
or interrupted repeatedly by sthg □ The si¬ 
lence was punctuated by the sound of crickets. 

punctuation [.pArjktJ'u'eiJ'n] n marks such as 
periods, commas, and apostrophes that are 
used to break up writing and make its sense 
clear; the way in which such marks are used 
□ The poem is written without any punctuation. □ 
I've never been any good at punctuation. 

punctuation mark n a period, comma, apos¬ 
trophe etc used in punctuation, 

puncture ['pAnktJar] o n a small hole, e.g. in a 
tire or football, made by a sharp point □ Do 
you know how to mend a puncture? o vt [tire, 

football] to make a small hole in <sthg> □ 
She was in hospital with a punctured lung. 

pundit f'pAndat] n a person who knows a lot 
about a subject and is often asked to give 
opinions on it □ political/television pundits. 

pungent ['pAnd3ant] adj -1. [smell, spice, food] 
that has a strong sharp smell or taste □ the 
pungent aroma of curry. -2. [criticism, remark, 
style] that is direct and very critical □ a pun¬ 
gent and witty attack on the department. 

punish ['pAniJ] vt to do something unpleasant 
to <sb>, e.g. send them to prison, because 
they have done something wrong □ The 
teacher punished the children for their rudeness. 
□ He was punished for stealing the apples. □ The 
government intends to punish drunk-driving more 
severely. □ This kind of crime must be punished. 

punishable ['pAniJbbl] adj [crime, offense] that 
can be punished by law □ Theft is punishable 
by imprisonment/a large fine. 

punishing ['pAm/igl adj [work, defeat, climb] 
that is very hard and makes one feel very 
tired and weak □ The sales rep has a punishing 
schedule of ten visits in two days. 

punishment ['pAniJmant] n -1. an unpleasant 
thing done to somebody to punish them □ 
People who cheat on taxes should not escape 
punishment. -2. a particular way of punishing 
somebody □ 4s a punishment for my lateness I 
lost two hours' pay. -3. rough treatment that 
can cause damage (informal use) □ This car can 
take a lot of punishment. 

punitive ['pjumativ] adj -1. [action, bombing] 
that is intended as a punishment □ The army 
took punitive measures against the rebels. -2. 
[taxes, laws] very severe. 

Punjab [pAn'd3a:b]: the Punjab a region of north¬ 
western India and eastern Pakistan. It is the 
center of the Sikh religion. 

Punjabi [pAn'd3a:bi] o n -1. a person who 
comes from the Punjab. -2. the language 
spoken in the Punjab, o adj: a Punjabi dish. 

punk [pAijk] o « -1. punk (rock) a style of loud 
aggressive music, popular especially in the 
1970s and 1980s. -2. a punk (rocker) a per¬ 
son who likes punk rock and dresses in un¬ 
usual ways, e.g. by having brightly-colored 
hair and wearing tom clothing. -3. US a 
rough young man or boy, especially one 
who is often in fights or breaks the law (in¬ 
formal use), o adj [fashion, haircut, music] that 
is produced by or is typical of punk rockers, 

punnet [’pAnat]« GB a small square box or basket 
in which soft fruit, e.g. strawberries, are sold. 

punt1 [pAnt] on-1. a long boat with a flat 
bottom and square ends that is moved by 
standing at one end and pushing a long pole 
against the bottom of a river. -2. in rugby and 
football, a type of kick in which the ball is 
dropped from the hands and kicked before 
it touches the ground, o vi to travel by punt. 

punt2 [punt] n the standard unit of currency in 
the Irish Republic. 

punter ['pAntar] n GB (informal use) -1. a person 
who gambles money, especially on horse 
races. -2. the punters the customers who 
buy a product or service, 

puny ['pjumi] (compar punier, superl puniest) adj 
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[person, arms] small and weak (disapproving 
use). 

pup [PAp] n -1. = puppy. -2. the young of cer¬ 
tain animals, e.g. seals and otters. 

pupil ['pjuipl] n -1. education a child who is 
being taught, usually at a school □ The school 
has over 600 pupils. -2. [of an expert] a person 
who has studied under and been influenced 
by a particular expert □ These Ideas were de¬ 
veloped by the pupils of Adam Smith. -3. [of the 

eye) the small black area in the middle of 
the colored part of the eye through which 
light enters. 

puppet I'pApat] « -1. a doll that can be made 
to move by pulling strings attached to its 
hands, feet etc. -2. — glove puppet. -3. a per¬ 
son, country etc that appears to be inde¬ 
pendent but is controlled and directed by 
somebody more powerful (disapproving use) □ 
a puppet ruler/state. 

puppet government n a government that is 
controlled by the government of a more 
powerful country (disapproving use). 

puppet show n an entertainment using string 
or glove puppets. 

puppy [lpApi] {pi puppies) n a young dog. 

purchase ['p3.,rtf3s] (formal use) o n -1. the act 
of buying something □ We have set aside $1m 
for the purchase of new equipment. -2. 
something that somebody has bought □ Can 
I take your purchases out to the taxi? -3. a firm 
hold or grip on a surface that prevents 
somebody or something from slipping or 
falling □ The special tires give the car extra pur¬ 
chase on icy roads, o vt [house, car] to buy 
<sthg> □ The insurance company purchased 5% 
of the shares of the transport group. 

purchase order n a form sent to a supplier 
by a company to say that they want to buy 
certain goods. 

purchase price n the price that one has to 
pay to buy something, including taxes, dis¬ 
counts etc. 

purchaser ['p3:rt.f3S3r] « a person who buys 
something (formal use) □ There were several 
prospective purchasers for the car. 
NOTE: Compare vendor. 

purchasing power ['paiTJasir)-] « the amount 
of goods that somebody can buy with the 
money they have available; the value of a 
currency measured by how much it can buy 
at any time □ The purchasing power of the 
pound has fallen steadily in relation to the German 
mark. 

purdah ['paTdol n the custom, especially in Is¬ 
lamic countries, of keeping women from be¬ 
ing seen in public, e.g. by using clothing 
that hides their faces. 

pure [pju3r] adj -1. [wool, gold, breed] not 
mixed with anything else; [air, water] com¬ 
pletely clean and free from harmful sub¬ 
stances □ The dress is made of pure silk. □ 
There was not a cloud in the pure-blue sky. 
-2. [sound, voice] very clear and beautiful □ 
the pure tones of the flute. -3. [person, thoughts, 

motives] morally good, especially in sexual 

matters (literary use) □ Her mind was as pure as 
that of a young child. -4. pure research research 
that is intended to increase knowledge ra¬ 
ther than have a practical use □ pure and ap¬ 
plied science □ pure math. -5. pure luck/ 
pleasure etc complete luck/pleasure etc □ It 
was pure bliss to lie back in a hot bath after such 
a hard day. □ a look of pure contentment □ It was 
pure jealousy on his part. ■ pure and simple 
only, and nothing else □ Our losses are due to 
inflation, pure and simple. 

purebred ['pju3rbred] adj [horse, cattle, dog] 
whose family has always been of the same 
breed. 

puree [US pjui'rei, GB 'pjuarei] o n food that 
has been cooked, crushed, and mixed until 
it forms a thick smooth paste □ tomato/apple 
puree, o vt to make ctomatoes, apples> etc 
into a puree. 

purely ['pjoadi] adv [practical, personal, political] 
completely and only □ a purely routine matter 
□ It's purely a question of money. □ He was pure¬ 
ly and simply too old for the job. 

pureness ['pjusbiss] n [of air, sound, thoughts] 
see pure. 

purgative ['p3:rg3tiv] n a medicine that makes 
the body get rid of solid waste quickly. 

purgatory [us 'p3:rg3to:ri, GB -3tri[ n a very 
unpleasant place, state, or time. 

♦ Purgatory n religion in the Roman Catho¬ 
lic religion, the place where dead people go 
to suffer for their sins before they can set to 
Heaven. 

purge [p3.-rd.3] o n politics action taken by a 
political party, government, company etc to 
get rid of unwanted members, often unfairly 
and by force □ the Communist purges of the 
1930s. o vt -1. politics [members, extremists, 
directors] to get rid of <people who are con¬ 
sidered unacceptable> by making them 
leave an organization or country, killing 
them etc a The new leader promised to purge 
racists from the party or to purge the party of rac¬ 
ists. -2. to purge one's thoughts or mind of 
sthg to make oneself stop thinking about or 
being affected by sthg bad or unwanted □ / 
had finally managed to purge myself of the fear of 
seeing her again. 

purification fipjosrsfi'keijn] n [of water, air] see 
purify □ a plant for water purification. 

purifier [’pjoarsfaiafi n a machine that purifies 
something, e.g. water or air. 

purify ['pjuarafai] (jrt & pp> purified) vf -1. 
[water, air] to make <sthg> pure by removing 
harmful or unwanted substances. -2. religion 
to make <sb> morally pure. 

purist ['pjusrsst] n a person who is very care¬ 
ful to do things in the way that they believe 
is correct and to make other people do the 
same □ Purists will doubtless be outraged by 
Schofield's latest piece. 

puritan ['pjuaratsn] o n a person who has 
very strict moral and religious views and be¬ 
lieves that pleasure is wrong, o adj: puritan 
attitudes/morality. 

♦ Puritans npl a conservative English reli- 
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gious group of the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Some Puritans went to live in North Ameri¬ 
ca and founded New England, and had a 
great influence on US culture, 

puritanical [.pjusra'tasnikl] adj [person] who 
has very strict moral and religious views, 
and believes that pleasure is wrong □ She's 
so puritanical about drinking. 

purity [’pjuarati] « [of air, sound, thoughts] see 
pure □ The gold is refined to a purity of 99%. □ a 
voice of remarkable clarity and purity. 

purl [p3:rl] o«a knitting stitch made by do¬ 
ing an ordinary stitch backwards, o vt to 
knit <a purl stitch>. 

purloin [p3:rioin] vt to steal <sthg small> or 
take it without permission (formal or humor¬ 
ous use). 

purple ]'p3:rpl] o adj dark red-blue in color, 
o n the color purple. 

Purple Heart « the Purple Heart a medal given 
to US soldiers wounded or killed in battle, 

purport [p3r'po:rt] vi to purport to do/be sthg 
to claim, often falsely, to do/be sthg (formal 
use) □ a man purporting to be her long-lost uncle. 

purpose ['pampas] n -1. the intention or rea¬ 
son that somebody has when they do some¬ 
thing □ The purpose of our visit is to see our 
grandchildren. □ His only purpose in life is to get 
rich. □ Our purpose in sending troops to Ethiopia 
is to keep the peace. □ What is the purpose of 
this little gadget? -2. a use, effect, or result □ / 
hope that she puts her abilities to some good pur¬ 
pose. □ We use our car for business purposes. □ 
For what purpose do you intend to use the loan? 
■ to little/no/some purpose with little/no/some 
useful result a All his work turned out to be to 
no purpose. -3. the feeling that one has a 
definite aim and is determined to achieve it 
□ What you need is a sense of purpose. □ / feel 
she lacks purpose. 

♦ on purpose adv not by mistake or accident 
but with deliberate intention □ / came early 
on purpose to speak to you before the meeting. □ 
You did that on purpose! 

purpose-built adj GB [school, block) that was 
built specially for a particular use. 

purposeful I'p3:rp3sfl] adj [person] who has a 
definite aim and is determined to achieve it 
a I saw James walking down the corridor looking 
very purposeful. 

purposely I'p3:rp3sli] adv on purpose □ / pur¬ 
posely sat by the window so I could see what 
was happening outside. 

purr [p3ir] o vi -1. [cat] to make a low con¬ 
tinuous sound as a sign of being happy. 
-2. [car, engine] to make a quiet, low, con¬ 
tinuous sound when moving smoothly □ In 
the distance I could hear a car purring along the 
road. -3. [person] to speak in a low, gende, 
happy voice □ "He's wonderful," she purred 
contentedly, o « [of a cat, engine] the sound 
made by something when it purrs □ / heard 
the purr of the car as it entered the drive. 

purse [p3irs] o n -1. a small bag for keeping 
money in, usually kept in a pocket or larger 
bag. -2. US a bag in which a woman carries 

personal possessions such as keys, make-up, 
and money, o vt to purse one's lips to pull 
one's lips into a small, tight, rounded shape, 
often as a sign that one does not approve of 

something. 

purser I‘p3:rs3r] n an officer on a ship who 
keeps the accounts and is responsible for 
the comfort and safety of the passengers. 

purse snatcher [-snaetj'a1'] n us a person who 
steals women’s handbags from them, 
usually in a busy place. 

purse strings np>l to hold the purse strings to 
control how the money is spent within a 
family, company etc. 

pursue [p3r'siu:] vt -1. [car, criminal] to follow 
or look for <sb/sthg> in order to catch them 
□ The policeman pursued the thief along the road. 
-2. [interest, aim, policy] to continue with 
<sthg>, usually over a long period □ She is 
pursuing her battle with the authorities. -3. [topic, 

question, subject] to consider, try to find out 
about, or discuss <sthg> in more detail □ / 
intended to sue them but decided not to pursue 
the matter. 

pursuer [p3r'sju:3r] « a person or animal that is 
chasing another person or animal in order to 
catch them □ The fox managed to escape its 
pursuers. 

pursuit [p3r'sju:t] « -1. [of a car, criminal] the act 
of pursuing somebody or something. ■ in 
pursuit of sb/sthg following sb/sthg in order 
to try and catch them □ The girls chased down 
the road in pursuit of the film star. ■ in hot pur¬ 
suit close behind the person or thing one is 
pursuing □ The thief ran away with the police¬ 
man in hot pursuit. -2. (of happiness, security, 

profits] actions taken in order to get or 
achieve something (formal use) □ a life devoted 
to the pursuit of pleasure □ the pursuit of fame 
and fortune. -3. [for enjoyment] an activity that 
one spends time doing, especially for enjoy¬ 
ment □ He spends much of his time in artistic/ 
scientific pursuits. □ Climbing is one of my favor¬ 
ite pursuits. -4. sport a race in cycling in 
which the competitors start at opposite 
sides of a track and try to catch each other 
up □ the 4000-meter team pursuit. 

purveyor [p3r'vei3r] « [of wines, goods, informa¬ 

tion] a person or company that sells or pro¬ 
vides something (formal use). 

pus [pas] « thick yellowish liquid that forms 
in an infected wound. 

push [puj] o vt -1. [person, heavy object, bicycle] 

to move <sb/sthg> away from one or into a 
particular position with one’s hands, using 
sudden or steady pressure; to press <a but- 
ton> to make a piece of equipment start or 
stop working □ We had to push the car to get it 
started. □ Tom pushed me into the pool. □ / 
pushed the door open/shut. □ He pushed his way 
through the crowd. □ Try pushing the play button. 
-2. to push sb to do sthg to encourage sb 
strongly to do sthg they do not want to do 
□ My parents kept pushing me to stay on at 
school. -3. to push sb into doing sthg to make 
sb do sthg they do not want to do □ I'm not 
going to be pushed into taking a job I don't want. 
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□ Women will end up being pushed into poorly- 
paid jobs. -4. [student, pupil, trainee] to make 
<sb> work very hard □ Their coach doesn't re¬ 
ally push them hard enough. □ Don't push your¬ 
self, will you? -5. [idea, opinion, point of view] to 
try to persuade other people to accept or 
support <sthg one believes> □ It is noticeable 
that in his last three speeches he has really 
pushed the idea of tax cuts. -6. [product, book, 

movie] to advertise <sthg> very heavily (in¬ 
formal use) □ They're pushing their new range of 
soft drinks in a TV campaign. -7. to push drugs 
to sell illegal drugs (informal use) □ He was 
jailed for pushing heroin. 

o vi to use one’s hands or body to make 
somebody move out of one’s way □ Tell the 
people at the back to stop pushing! □ He pushed 
right past me. 

on-1. an act of pushing, usually with one’s 
hand or finger a You can have instant heat at 
the push of a button. ■ to give sb/sthg a push 
to push sb/sthg once to make them move □ 
My car s broken down — could you give me a 
push? -2. military a planned attack or for¬ 
ward movement by an army □ the final push 
to reach the border. -3. to give sb the push GB 
(informal use) [boyfriend, girlfriend] to end one’s 
relationship with sb; (employee] to dismiss sb 
from their job □ Jeremy's been given the push 
by ICM. -4. phrase I could do it at a push I 
could do it if necessary, but not easily. 

♦ push ahead vi to push ahead with sthg [with 

preparations, a plan, project] to continue to car¬ 
ry out sthg □ The party is pushing ahead with 
the reforms despite opposition from members. 

♦ push around vt sep to push sb around to 
tell sb what to do in a rude or threatening 
way □ Don't let him push you around! 

♦ push for vt fus to push for sthg to keep ask¬ 
ing for sthg in a forceful way because one 
feels it is important □ The charity is going to 
push for more funding. 

♦ push in vi GB to join a line in front of other 
people, cars etc that have already been wait¬ 
ing □ A woman tried to push in right in front of 
me. 

♦ push on vi to continue traveling some¬ 
where or doing something □ Let's push on to 
the next service station. 

♦ push over vt sep to push sb/sthg over to 
deliberately cause sb/sthg to fall by pushing 
them □ Someone pushed him over in the play¬ 
ground. 

♦ push through vt sep to push sthg through 
[reform, amendment, proposal] to get sthg ac¬ 
cepted or approved officially, often with 
some difficulty □ The Government will need 
support if they are going to push the bill through 
Parliament. 

♦ push up vt sep to push sthg up [cost, price] 

to increase sthg □ Fear of inflation has pushed 
up interest rates. 

pushbike [’pujhaik] n GB a bicycle (informal 
use). 

push-button adj [machine, telephone] that 
works when one presses buttons with one’s 
fingers □ push-button controls. 

pushcart [lpoJ'ka:rt] n a small cart with long 
handles that is pushed by hand and used es¬ 
pecially by street traders. 

pushchair ['puftjea1'] « GB a small vehicle on 
wheels in which a small child can sit and be 
pushed. 

pushed [pu/t] adj (informal use) to be pushed 
for sthg [for time, money] to have too little of 
sthg □ I'd love to help, but I'm a little pushed for 
time at the moment, m to be (hard) pushed to 
do sthg to find it very difficult to do sthg □ 
You'd be hard pushed to find a better nanny than 
Maria. 

pusher I'poJV] n a person who sells illegal 
drugs (informal use). 

Pushkin I'pojkin], Alexander (1799-1837) a 
Russian poet whose works, including Eugene 
Onegin and Boris Godunov, had a great influ¬ 
ence on modern Russian poetry, 

pushover ['pufouvaq n a person who is very 
easy to persuade or influence; something 
that is very easy to do or win (informal use) □ 
I'm sure his mum will let him go — she's a real 
pushover. □ Don't worry about the exam — it'll 
be a pushover! 

push-start vt to start the engine of <a car, 
motorcycle> etc by pushing it along and 
then forcing it into gear. 

push-up n US a physical exercise in which 
somebody lies facing the floor and, keeping 
their back straight, presses down on their 
hands to raise their body off the floor □ How 
many push-ups can you do? 

pushy [’poji] {compar pushier, superl pushiest) 
adj [person] who is always trying to make 
other people notice what they are doing or 
do what they want □ You've got to be pushy 
to succeed as a salesman. 

puss [pos], pussy 1’pusi], pussycat ['posikaet] n 
a cat (informal use). 

pussy willow n a willow tree that grows fur¬ 
ry gray-white flowers in the spring, 

put [put] (pt & pp put, cont putting) vt -1. to 
put sthg somewhere to move sthg to a par¬ 
ticular place or position; to fix sthg in a par¬ 
ticular place or position □ You've put too much 
sugar in my coffee. □ He put his arm around her 
shoulders. □ Where did you put my pen? □ We 
had to put smoke alarms in all the rooms. -2. to 
put sb somewhere to make sb go to a par¬ 
ticular place and stay there □ Have you put 
the children to bed? □ They'll put you in prison! 
-3. to put sb in a good/bad position to cause 
sb to be in a good/bad position. ■ to put sb 
in a good/bad mood to cause sb to feel in a 
good/bad mood □ This puts us in a very difficult 
situation. □ The music almost put me to sleep. □ 
The decision to close the factory could put 
hundreds of people out of work. -4. [feelings, 

thoughts] to say or express <sthg> in a par¬ 
ticular way □ / can't put it any simpler than that. 
□ He is — how can I put it? — not entirely hon¬ 
est. -5. to put a question to sb to ask sb a 
question □ I put the same question to a col¬ 
league of mine, and got the same answer. 
-6. [words, sentence] to write <sthg> in a par¬ 
ticular place or manner □ Put your name at the 
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top of the page. □ What did you put on her birth¬ 
day card? -7. [in a particular class or order] to 
consider that <sb/sthg> has a particular im¬ 
portance or belongs in a particular group □ 
As a soccer player, I'd put him in the same class 
as Pete. □ There are not many successful 
businessmen who put their family before their 
work. -8. to put a stop or an end to sthg to 
stop or prevent sthg happening □ Her injury 
put an end to our chances of winning the tourna¬ 
ment. □ These are silly rumors, and I'm going to 
put a stop to them! 

♦ put across vt sep to put an idea/theory etc 
across to explain an idea/theory etc so that 
people understand it clearly □ We lost the last 
election because we didn't put our policies across 
to the voters. 

♦ put aside vt sep -1. to put sthg aside [one's 

work, book] to place sthg to one side in order 
to do something else □ / put aside my novel 
and turned back to the computer screen. -2. to 
put money aside to save money so that it 
can be used later □ If we put aside some of my 
salary every month, well soon be able to pay off 
our debts. -3. to put problems/disagreements 
aside to deliberately ignore problems/dis- 
agreements etc □ It's time we put aside our dif¬ 
ferences and tried to reach a consensus. 

♦ put at vt sep to put sb/sthg at sthg to esti¬ 
mate that the age, value, cost etc of sb/sthg 
is sthg □ / would put his age at about forty. 

♦ put away vt sep -1. to put sthg away 
[clothes, shopping, work] to put sthg into the 
place where it is usually kept or stored □ 
You dry the dishes and I'll put them away. -2. to 
put sb away [criminal] to send sb to prison for 
a long time or for ever (informal use). 

♦ put back vr sep -1. to put sthg back [book, 

plate, tools] to put sthg into the place where 
it was before □ Remember to put the top back 
on the bottle. -2. to put an event back to move 
an event to a later date or time; to delay the 
start of an event □ We've had to put the meet¬ 
ing back to next week. □ The bad weather could 
put back the opening of the tunnel by two weeks. 
-3. to put back a clock/watch to set a clock/ 
watch so that it shows an earlier time, for 
instance when traveling west □ Don't forget 
to put the clocks back an hour tonight. 

♦ put by vt sep to put money by to save mon¬ 
ey so that it can be used later □ Over the 
years they had put by enough to buy a small car. 

♦ put down vt sep -1. to put sthg down [book, 

knife, gun] to stop holding sthg and place it 
on a surface such as the floor □ Why don't 
you put down those bags and have a rest. -2. 
to put ideas/comments etc down to write 
ideas/comments etc so that they can be re¬ 
ferred to later □ Put your complaint down in 
writing/on paper. -3. to put a riot/rebellion 
down to end a riot/rebellion by using force □ 
The revolt was swiftly put down by the author¬ 
ities. -4. to put sb down to make sb feel un¬ 
important or stupid by criticizing them in 
front of other people (informal use) □ He's al¬ 
ways putting people down. -5. to be put down 
[animal] GB to be killed, usually because it is 
old or ill □ We had to have the cat put down. 

♦ put down to vt sep to put sthg down to 
sthg to think that sthg is caused by sthg □ 
When he complained of feeling tired, I put it 
down to his age. 

♦ put forward vt sep -1. to put forward an 
idea/a plan etc to mention an idea/a plan etc 
so that people can consider and discuss it □ 
The builder has put forward his suggestions for 
improvements. -2. to put sb forward to suggest 
sb for a job or position □ Your name has been 
put forward for the Chicago posting. -3. to put 
an event forward to move an event to an 
earlier date or time □ Since everyone is going 
to be away next week, well have to put the 
meeting forward to tomorrow. -4. to put a 
clock/watch forward to set a clock/watch so 
that it shows a later time, for instance when 
traveling east □ Don't forget to put the clocks 
forward an hour tonight. 

♦ put in vt sep -1. to put in time/effort to 
spend time/effort in order to get something 
done □ / put in an hour's overtime yesterday. 
-2. to put a request/claim etc in to make a 
request/claim etc officially □ You should put in 
your application well before the closing date. 

♦ put in for vt fus to put in for sthg [grant, 

transfer] to ask for sthg officially □ The com¬ 
mittee has put in for extra funding. 

♦ put into vt sep to put money/effort into sthg 
to spend money/effort so that sthg can 
work and succeed □ The bank put $50,000 into 
the business. □ She puts a lot of energy into her 
charity work. 

♦ put off vt sep -1. to put an event off to move 
a planned event to a later date or time □ The 
match has been put off to next week. -2. to put 
sb off to tell sb that you cannot yet do 
something that you have agreed to do □ 
They want to be paid and we can’t put them off 
any longer. -3. to put off doing sthg to delay 
doing sthg because one does not want to do 
it □ I can't put off telling my parents about it any 
longer. -4. to put sb off sb/sthg [off children, 

meat] to make sb dislike sb/sthg or want to 
avoid them □ The experience put me off politics 
for life. □ Don't let the bad reviews put you off 
(from) going to see it. -5. to put sb off to dis¬ 
turb sb so that they cannot concentrate on 
what they are doing □ McEnroe claimed that 
the photographers were putting him off. -6. to 
put an electrical device off to stop an electri¬ 
cal device working by turning it off □ Re¬ 
member to put the lights off when you go to bed. 

♦ put on vt sep -1. to put a piece of clothing 
on to get dressed in a piece of clothing □ 
She put on her best suit for the interview. -2. to 
put weight on to become fatter and weigh 
more □ I've put on six pounds since I got mar¬ 
ried! -3. to put a sum of money on sthg to 
add a sum of money to the cost of sthg □ 
They've put another 20<t on cigarettes. -4. to put 
a play/exhibition etc on to perform or ar¬ 
range a play/exhibition etc for the public □ 
They're putting on a new show at the Lyceum. 
-5. to put an electrical device on to start an 
electrical device working by turning it on □ 
It's cold enough to put the central heating on. 
-6. to put a record/video etc on to start to 
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play a record/video etc □ / put on some music 
and lay back in the bath. -7. to put food on to 
start to cook food □ While the fish is cooking, 
put the rice on. -8. to put on a way of talking/ 
behaving to talk/behave in a way that is not 
one s usual way of talking or behaving, to 
deceive people or make them laugh □ He's 
not really hurt — he's just putting it on. -9. to 
put a sum of money on a horse to bet a sum 
of money that a horse will win a race □ / put 
$30 on Jack the Lad. -10. to put pressure/a 
strain on sb to make sb feel pressure/a strain 
□ Parents often put too much pressure on their 
children to do well at school, m to put re¬ 
strictions/a ban on sthg to restrict/ban sthg □ 
Put the stress or emphasis on the first syllable. 

♦ put onto vt sep to put sb onto sb/sthg to 
tell sb about sb/sthg that will be useful to 
them (informal use) □ "She's a good driving 
instructor." — "Yes, it was Carl who put me onto 
her." 

♦ put out vt sep -1. to put clothing/food etc 
out to take clothing/food etc out from some¬ 
where and leave it ready to be used □ Could 
you put out some supper for me — I'll be home 
late. -2. to put out a statement to make 
something known publicly and officially □ 
The hospital put out a bulletin describing the 
president's condition as "stable." -3. to put out 
a fire/cigarette etc to stop a fire/cigarette etc 
burning □ Firefighters took three hours to put 
out the blaze. -4. to put out an electric light to 
stop an electric light shining by turning it 
off □ Put out that flashlight! -5. to put out one's 
hand/foot etc to stretch one’s hand/foot for¬ 
ward away from one's body □ She put out a 
hand to help me up. -6. to put one's back/ 
shoulder/hip out to injure one’s back/ 
shoulder/hip, e.g. by straining it or making 
it move from its usual position □ / put my 
back out trying to lift that thing. -7. to be put out 
to be annoyed or upset □ She looked a little 
put out when I said I couldn't come. -8. to put 
sb out [guest, host] to cause sb trouble or in¬ 
convenience □ / hope I'm not putting you out. ■ 
to put oneself out to take special care or 
trouble in order to help somebody □ Please 
don't put yourself out for me or on my behalf. 

♦ put over vf sep = put across. 

♦ put through vt sep -1. to put sb through to 
connect sb by telephone to the person they 
want to talk to □ I'm putting you through to our 
sales department now, caller. -2. to put sb 
through sthg [test, course] to make sb experi¬ 
ence sthg difficult or unpleasant □ All candi¬ 
dates are put through a rigorous selection pro¬ 
cedure. 

♦ put to vf sep to put sthg to sb [proposal, sug¬ 
gestion] to ask sb to consider and decide on 
sthg □ We'll put this matter to the management 
committee. 

♦ put together vt sep -1. to put a piece of 
machinery/furniture etc together to make a 
piece of machinery/furniture etc by joining 
together its different parts □ The company is 
putting together a new team to market the range 
abroad. -2. to put an exhibition/a campaign etc 
together to organize an exhibition/a cam¬ 

paign etc □ The show was put together by the 
creators of Hair . -3. to put a report/proposal 
etc together to prepare a report/proposal etc 
for other people to think about or discuss □ 
The deal was put together by an international con¬ 
sortium. □ Both sides in the dispute are trying to 
put together a new peace plan. -4. more than all 
the others put together more than all the 
others combined □ She's worth more than all 
the rest of you put together. 

♦ put up o Vf sep -1. to put a wall/fence etc 
up to build a wall/fence etc □ The town ought 
to put up a statue to him. -2. to put a flag/ 
umbrella etc up to raise and open a flag/ 
umbrella etc so that it can be used. -3. to 
put a poster/notice etc up to fix a poster/ 
notice to a wall, bulletin board etc so that it 
can be seen □ Have they put up the exam re¬ 
sults yet? -4. to put up money for sthg to pro¬ 
vide or lend money to pay for sthg □ My par¬ 
ents put up half the money for my trip abroad. 
-5. to put up costs/prices etc to make costs/ 
prices etc higher □ Inflation is putting up wages. 
-6. to put sthg up for sale [house, painting] to 
offer sthg for sale □ They're putting the busi¬ 
ness up for sale. -7. to put sb up to provide sb 
with a room to stay in n / can easily put you 
up for a couple of weeks. 

o vt fus to put up a fight/struggle to fight/ 
struggle in order to stop something happen¬ 
ing that one does not want to happen □ The 
villagers put up a fierce resistance, but eventually 
the bulldozers moved in. 

o vi to stay in a particular place □ We put up 
in a motel. 

♦ put up to vf sep to put sb up to sthg to give 
sb the idea of doing sthg bad or silly □ He 
knows he's not allowed to drink — someone 
must have put him up to it. 

♦ put up with vf fus to put up with sthg 
[noise, nonsense, somebody’s behavior] to ac¬ 
cept sthg unpleasant without complaining □ 
/ will not put up with your rudeness any longer! 

putative [’pjuitativ] adj the putative father/ 
owner the person who people think is the 
father/owner. 

put-down « an unkind remark, usually in¬ 
tended to make another person look foolish 
(informal use). 

putrefy [’pjuitrafai] (pt & pp putrefied) vi [food, 

dead body] to decay and produce a very un¬ 
pleasant smell (formal use). 

putrid [’pjuitrad] adj [meat, vegetable] that has 
decayed and smells very unpleasant □ a pu¬ 
trid smell. 

putsch [pot/] « an organized and usually vio¬ 
lent attempt to remove a government. 

putt [pAt] o n a stroke in golf made using a 
putter and intended to roll the ball into the 
hole, o vf to hit <a golf ball> across the 
green toward the hole using a putter, o vi: 
He's putting well today. 

putter ['pAtar] h a light golf club used for putt¬ 
ing. 

♦ putter around vi US to spend time doing 
small pleasant tasks without hurrying □ / 
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thought I'd spend today just puttering around the 
house. 

putting green ['p/UirH n -1. the area of short 
grass on a golf course where the hole is. 
-2. a very small golf course for putting, 

putty [1 pAt i] n a thick paste used to fix panes 
of glass into window frames, 

put-up job n something that has been ar¬ 
ranged in advance in order to deceive some¬ 
body (informal use) □ The whole thing looked 
like a put-up job. 

put-upon adj [person] who other people take 
advantage of □ I'm not upset — / just feel very 
put-upon, that's all. 

puzzle 1'pAzl] o n -1. games a toy or game 
that consists of problems needing mental 
skill to be answered or completed □ a 

mathematical/word puzzle. -2. a person or 
thing that is difficult to understand or ex¬ 
plain. o vf to make <sb> confused because 
they are unable to understand something or 
the reason why it has happened □ There's 
one thing that still puzzles me. o vi to puzzle 
over sthg to try to understand sthg by think¬ 
ing hard about it □ I've been puzzling over the 
best way to do it. 

♦ puzzle out vt sep to puzzle sthg out to find 
the answer to sthg by thinking hard □ / just 
can't puzzle out why they're so angry with me. 

puzzled [’pAzld] adj [person] who is confused 
because they do not understand something 
□ She gave me a puzzled look. 

puzzling ['pAzlirfi adj [remark, behavior] that 
makes one confused because one cannot 
understand it □ It's all very puzzling. 

PVC (abbr of polyvinyl chloride) « a type of 
plastic. 

Pvt. military abbr of private, 

pw abbr of per week. 

PWA n abbr of person with Aids. 

PWR (abbr of pressurized-water reactor) n a 
type of nuclear reactor. 

PX {abbr of post exchange) « a store, usually at 
a military base, for members of the US 
armed forces. 

Pygmy ['pigmi] {pi Pygmies) n a member of a 
race of very small people who live in equa¬ 
torial Africa. 

pyjama [pa'djcnma] comp a pyjama top/bottom 
the top/bottom part of a pair of pyjamas, 

pyjamas [pa'djcnmaz] npl a set of soft loose 
clothes worn in bed that consists of trousers 
and a shirt □ a pair of pyjamas. 

pylon ['paihm] n a metal structure that holds 
electrical cables high above the ground □ an 
electricity pylon. 

pyramid I'piramid] « -1. geometry a three- 
dimensional shape that has a flat base and 
triangular sides that slope upward and meet 
at a point. -2. architecture a large stone 
structure in the shape of a pyramid, built as 
the burial place of an important person in 
ancient Egypt. -3. [of stones, cans] a pile of 
things that is shaped like a pyramid, 

pyramid selling « a way of selling goods in 

which a company sells goods to an agent, 
who sells them at a profit to another agent. 
This process can continue until the final 
agent is not able to sell the goods without 
making a loss. 

pyre ['paiar) n a large pile of wood for burning 
a dead body on as part of a religious cer¬ 
emony □ a funeral pyre. 

Pyrenees hpira'nfizj: the Pyrenees a mountain 
range in southwestern Europe, between 
France and Spain, highest point: 3,404 m. 

Pyrex™ ['paireks] n a type of glass that can be 
used to make cooking containers because it 
does not break at high temperatures a a Py¬ 
rex bowl/dish. 

pyromaniac [.paira'meimaek] n a person who 
has an uncontrollable desire to bum things. 

pyrotechnics [.paira'tekmks] o n the activity 
or skill of making fireworks, o npl a demon¬ 
stration of great skill, e.g. in words or mu¬ 
sic. 

python ['paiGn] (pi python or pythons) n a large 
tropical snake that kills animals by winding 
its body round them and crushing them. 

q [kju:] (pi q's or qs), Q [kju:] {pi Q's or Qs) n 
the seventeenth letter of the English alpha¬ 
bet. 

Qatar [US 'ka:ta:r, GB kae'ta:] a country in east¬ 
ern Arabia, consisting of a peninsula on the 
Persian Gulf, size: 11,400 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 500,000 (Qataris), capital: Doha, lan¬ 
guage: Arabic, currency: Qatari riyal. 

QC n abbr of Queen's Counsel. 

QED (abbr of quod erat demonstrandum) a 
phrase used by somebody to show that they 
have proved what they set out to prove. 

Qld abbr of Queensland. 

QM n abbr of quartermaster. 

q.t., QT (abbr of quiet) n on the q.t. on the qui¬ 

et (informal use). 

Q-tip™ n US a short stick of plastic that has 
cotton on each end and is used for cleaning 
inside one’s ears, nose etc. 

qty abbr of quantity. 

quack [kwaek] o n -1. the sound made by a 
duck. -2. a person who is not a doctor but 
claims to be one (disapproving use) □ a quack 
doctor, o vi [duck] to make a quack. 

quad [kwDd] n -1. = quadruplet. -2. = quad¬ 
rangle. 

quadrangle ['kwDdraeggl] n -1. geometry a two- 
dimensional shape that has four straight 
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sides. -2. [in a school, college] an open square 
with buildings around it. 

quadrant ['kwodrant] n an instrument for 
measuring angles that was used in the past 
by sailors. 

quadraphonic [,kwDdra'fDnik] adj [sound, rec¬ 
ording] that is played through four separate 
speakers. 

quadrilateral [.kwodn'lstral] o adj [shape] that 
has four straight sides, o n geometry = quad¬ 
rangle. 

quadruped ['kwDdraped] n an animal that has 
four legs. 

quadruple [kwo'druipl] o adj four times as 
large; four times as many, o vt [output, sales] 
to make <the amount of sthg> four times 
larger or greater, o vi [production, sales] The 
population has quadrupled in the last decade. 

quadruplets [kwD'dnnplats] npl four children 
bom to the same mother at the same time, 

quads [kwt>dz] npl = quadruplets (informal use), 

quaff [kwDf] vt [water, wine] to drink a lot of 
<sthg> in large mouthfuls (old-fashioned use). 

quagmire ['kwasgmaia1'] n an area of soft wet 
ground. 

quail [kweil] (pi quail or quails) On a small 
wild bird with a round body and short tail 
that is sometimes shot for sport or eaten, 
o vi [person] to feel very afraid (literary use) □ 
Most people quail at the thought of undergoing 
surgery. 

quaint [kweint] adj [village, tradition] that is 
charming and old-fashioned, but slightly 
strange and amusing □ She has some very 
quaint ideas about marriage. 

quake [kweik] o n an earthquake (informal 
use), o vi [person] to shake or tremble with 
fear. 

Quaker ['kweikar] n a member of a Christian 
religious group that does not have formal 
services and is opposed to violence and war. 

qualification [.kwDlafa'keiJ’n] n -1. a certificate 
that proves that somebody has successfully 
finished a course of study or passed an 
exam □ I got my professional qualification last 
year. -2. a skill or ability that makes a person 
suitable for a particular activity or job □ She 
has good secretarial/academic qualifications. -3. a 
statement that makes a previous statement 
less strong. 

qualified 1'kwDlafaid] adj -1. [doctor, accountant] 
who has passed the necessary exams or tak¬ 
en the necessary course □ Our staff is highly/ 
fully qualified. -2. to be qualified to do sthg to 
have the right skill or ability to do sthg □ / 
don't feel qualified to discuss such matters. 
-3. [approval, praise] not complete □ The idea 
was only a qualified success. 

qualify ['kwDlafai] (pt & pp qualified) o vt 
-1. [remark, approval] to make <a statement 
less strong by adding a detail or comment to 
it □ They qualified their acceptance of the plan. 
-2. to make <sb> able to do something 
properly or well □ Her experience more than 
qualifies her for the position. □ / feel that my wide 

quango 

knowledge of the country qualifies me to speak 
about it. 

o vi -1. [student, trainee] to pass one’s exams 
or complete a training course □ He qualified 
as an accountant/a doctor last year. -2. [person] 
to have the right to have something a In a 
few years I'll qualify for a pension. -3. sport [ath¬ 
lete, driver) to win a game or contest and 
have the right to enter the next stage of the 
competition □ The team has qualified for the 
final. 

qualifying ['kwolafaiig] adj -1. a qualifying re¬ 
mark a remark that makes a statement less 
strong. -2. a qualifying exam an exam that 
qualifies one to do something. -3. a qualify¬ 
ing game/round etc sport a game/round etc 
that is used as a way of deciding which con¬ 
testant or team can enter the next stage in a 
competition. 

qualitative [US 'kwolateitiv, GB -itativ] adj [judg¬ 
ment, change] that is connected with the 
quality or standard of something □ a qualita¬ 
tive study of primary education. 

quality ['kwDlati] (pi qualities) n -1. [of a prod¬ 
uct, performance] a measure of how good or 
bad something is □ the high/poor quality of the 
workmanship. -2. [of somebody's work, perfor¬ 
mance] a high standard of something □ We 
have a reputation for quality. □ We supply quality 
furniture to the domestic market. -3. [of a person] 
a good aspect of somebody’s character □ 
Those are the qualities we are looking for in our 
candidates. -4. [of a substance, object] a charac¬ 
teristic of a substance or object □ There was a 
sinister quality in her voice. □ Our tires have su¬ 
perior roadholding qualities. 

quality control n the process of testing prod¬ 
ucts, e.g. in a factory, to make sure that 
they are of the necessary standard, 

quality press n GB the quality press serious 
newspapers, not tabloids, 

qualms [kwaimz] npl to have qualms about 
sthg to have feelings of uncertainty about 
whether sthg is right or wrong □ I'd have no 
qualms about complaining if I were you. 

quandary ['kwnndari] (pi quandaries) « to be in 
a quandary about or over sthg to be in a diffi¬ 
cult situation and be unable to decide what 
to do about sthg □ I'm in a quandary about 
whether to tell them or not. 

quango ['kwaeggoo] (abbr of quasi-autonomous 
non-governmental organization) (pi quangos) 
n GB an independent body with legal powers 
that is set up and financed by the govern¬ 
ment. 

W QUANGOS 

Quangos were first set up in the UK in the 
1970s to be responsible for particular areas 
of activity such as the arts, education, the 
environment etc. Quangos have different 
roles and can range from a temporary com¬ 
mittee that is giving a report on a particular 
issue, to a permanent body that carries out 
a government policy or supervises the way 
it is being carried out. Examples of quangos 
are the British Council or the Commission 
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for Racial Equality. The money for quangos 
comes from the government, and their 
members are chosen by the government. 
However they have their own legal powers 
and their actions do not have to be ap¬ 
proved by the government. 

quantifiable [kwnnts'faiabl] adj (damage, contri¬ 

bution] that can be quantified. 

quantify ['kwnntafai] (ft & pp quantified) vt 
[damage, contribution, value] to measure the 
amount or extent of <sthg> □ His effect on 
the team will be difficult to quantify. 

quantitative [us kwontateitiv, gb -itativ] adj 
[analysis, difference) that is connected with 
the amount rather than the quality of some¬ 
thing. 

quantity ['kwnntati] (fl quantities) n -1. an 
amount of something; a number of things □ 
They consume large quantities of food. -2. in 
quantity in large amounts or numbers □ They 
buy cereals in quantity. -3. to be an unknown 
quantity to be somebody or something that 
one knows nothing about oAsa teacher, he's 
still an unknown quantity. 

quantity surveyor m gb a person whose job 
is to calculate the amount of materials, time, 
and money needed to build a building. 

quantum leap ['kwontom-l n a very important 
advance or improvement □ This new discovery 
constitutes a quantum leap in the field of cancer 
research. 

quantum theory tt the idea that energy can 
only exist and be transferred in fixed 
amounts. 

quarantine [’kwDrsntun] o n a period of time 
when a person or animal that may have a 
disease is kept separate from other people 
or animals to prevent the spread of the dis¬ 
ease □ strict quarantine laws, m to be in quaran¬ 
tine [person, animall to be kept alone for a 
fixed period to prevent the spread of a dis¬ 
ease. o vt to put <an animal or person> in 
quarantine. 

quark [kwa:rk] « -1. physics one of the very 
small particles that are said to form the sub¬ 
stances that atoms are made of. -2. cooking 
a low-fat soft cheese. 

quarrel ['kwDrsl] (US pt & pp quarreled, cotit 
quarreling, GB ft & pp quarrelled, cotit quar¬ 
relling) o n an angry disagreement between 
two or more people that often lasts a long 
time and is usually about something that is 
not important □ She got into a quarrel with her 
boss. ■ to have no quarrel with sb/sthg to 
have no reason to disagree with sb/sthg □ / 
have no quarrel with him personally, it's what he 
stands for I can’t stomach, o vi to take part in 
a quarrel □ He’s always quarreling with his sis¬ 
ter. m to quarrel with sthg [with an idea, a con¬ 
clusion) to disagree with sthg □ Few people 
would quarrel with that. 

quarrelsome [kworolsom] adj [person] who is 
easily irritated and likely to be involved in 
quarrels. 

quarry ['kwriri] (fl quarries, ft & fp quarried) 
on-1. a place where stones or minerals are 

removed from the ground in large quantities 
□ a marble/gravel quarry. -2. sb's quarry an ani¬ 
mal or person that sb is hunting □ He ran af¬ 
ter it, but his quarry got away, o vt [stone, miner¬ 

al) to remove <sthg> from a quarry by dig¬ 

ging- 
quarry tile « a square or diamond-shaped 

floor tile that has not been glazed. 

quart [kwo:rt] « a unit (US 0.944 liters, GB 1.136 
liters) for measuring volume, usually of 
liquid. 

quarter ['kwo:rt3r] n -1. one of four equal parts 
of something □ during the first quarter of the 
century □ A quarter of our exports go to America. 
-2. [of an hour) a period of 15 minutes before 
or after an hour. ■ a quarter after two US, a 
quarter past two 2:15. ■ a quarter of two US, 

a quarter to two 1:45. -3. [of a year] a period 
of three months in a particular year □ the 
phone bill/inflation rate for the last quarter. -4. 
finance an American or Canadian coin that 
is worth 25 cents. -5. GB [for measuring 

weight) a unit (four ounces) for measuring 
weight □ a quarter of cheese/sweets. -6. [of a 

town, city] an area of a town or city □ the Lat¬ 
in Quarter □ a poor quarter. -7. [people] a person 
or group of people □ Help came from an unex¬ 
pected quarter. 

♦ quarters npl one or more rooms where 
somebody lives, usually a soldier or sailor □ 
cramped living quarters. 

♦ at close quarters adv [see, experience] from 
a position that is very close to somebody or 
something □ I'd never seen a zebra at close 
quarters before. 

quarterback ['kw3:rt3rbaek] n in football, a 
player who controls his team’s offense and 
throws or carries the ball forward at the be¬ 
ginning of each play. 

quarterdeck ['kw3:rt3rdek] n the rear part of 
the highest deck of a ship. 

quarterfinal [,kwo:rt3r'fainl] n sport one of four 
games near the end of a competition that 
decide which teams or players will compete 
in the semifinal. 

quarter-hour adj [intervals] happening every 
15 minutes. 

quarter light n GB a small, usually triangular 
window next to the main windows in a car. 

quarterly ['kwaitsli] (fl quarterlies) o adj [pay¬ 

ments, bills] that happens every three 
months, o adv (pay, appear] every three 
months □ We present our accounts for inspec¬ 
tion quarterly, o n a publication, usually a 
magazine, that appears every three months. 

quartermaster [us 'kwo'.rtrmaestr, GB 'kwoita- 
mcusts] n the officer in an army who is re¬ 
sponsible for accommodation and supplies 
of food, clothing etc. 

quarter note n US a musical note that is 
equal to a quarter of the length of a whole 
note. 

quarter sessions npl us a local criminal and 
administrative court found in some states. 

quartet [kwo:r'tet] n -1. a group of four musi- 
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cians. -2. a piece of music written for four 
musicians. 

quarto ['kwo:rtou] {pi quartos) « a size of pa¬ 

per (25.4x20.3 cm); a book made of paper 
that is this size. 

quartz [kwo:rts] n a very hard mineral in crys¬ 

tal form that is used for making very accu¬ 

rate clocks and watches. FORMULA: Si02. 

quartz watch n a watch that is operated by 

the vibrations of a quartz crystal. 

quasar l'kweiza:r] « a very bright object in 
outer space that is like a star. 

quash [kwD.f] vt -1. [decision, sentence, rumor] to 

reject <sthg> officially □ The appeals judge 
quashed his conviction for drink driving. -2. [pro¬ 

test, revolt] to stop <a rebellion> by force □ 
The army quashed any further attempts at revolt. 

quasi- 1'kweizai] prefix added to a word to say 

that something is almost but not quite the 

same as that word □ a quasi-official organiza¬ 
tion. 

quaver l'kweiv3r] o n -l. a shaking sound in 
somebody’s voice. -2. GB music a note that is 
equal to half the length of a quarter note, 
o vi [voice] to shake, e.g. because of nerv¬ 
ousness. 

quavering ['kweivarig] adj [voice] that quavers, 

quay [ki:] n a long platform beside the water 

in a harbor, where ships can be tied up and 
loaded or unloaded. 

quayside fkirsaid] n the edge of a quay along 
the water. 

queasy [’kwi.-zi] (compar queasier, super! quea¬ 
siest) adj [person] who feels that they are go¬ 

ing to vomit □ / always get queasy when I trav¬ 
el by car. 

Quebec [kwi'bek] a province in eastern Cana¬ 

da. It is the center of French Canadian lan¬ 

guage and culture, abbreviation: PQ. size: 
1,540,680 sq kms. population: 6,895,963 

{Quebeckers, Quebecois). capital: Quebec. 
main CITY: Montreal. 

Quebecer, Quebecker [kwi'bekar] « a person 

who comes from or lives in Quebec, 

queen [kwi:n] n -1. [of a country] the female 

ruler of a country □ the queen of Spain or the 
Spanish queen. -2. [of a king] the wife of a 

king. -3. a large female insect that produces 

eggs □ a queen ant. -4. chess the most power¬ 

ful piece in chess that can move backward, 

forward, sideways, and diagonally. -5. cards 
a playing card that has a picture of a queen 

on it and is worth more than a jack and less 

than a king □ the queen of spades. 

queen bee n -1. a large female bee that pro¬ 

duces eggs. -2. a woman whose behavior 

shows that she thinks she is more important 

than the people she is with. 

♦ queen mother n the queen mother the 

mother of a ruling king or queen. 

Queen Mother: (Queen Elizabeth) the Queen 
Mother (1900- ) the mother of the British 

queen, Elizabeth II. 

Queens [kwfinz] a borough of New York City, 

situated at the west end of Long Island. 

population: 1,891,000. 

____question 

Queen's Bench Division n the Queen's Bench 
Division one of the divisions of the British 
High Court of Justice. 

Queen s Counsel n a high-ranking barrister 
in Britain. 

Queen's English n the Queen's English a 

standard way of speaking British English. 

Queen's evidence « GB to turn Queen's evi¬ 
dence [criminal] to give evidence in court 

against other criminals in order to get a less 
serious punishment. 

Queensland ['kwfinzlaend] a state in north¬ 

eastern Australia, size: 1,727,500 sq kms. 

population: 2,978,617 (Queenslanders). capi¬ 
tal: Brisbane. 

Queen s speech n the Queen's speech a 

speech made by the British queen once a 

year, at the official opening of Parliament. It 

is written by the government, and outlines 
their program for the year. 

queer [kwiar] o adj [character, feeling, behavior] 

strange □ He gave a queer, nervous laugh, o «▼ 
a homosexual (informal and offensive use), 

quell [kwel] vt -1. [revolt, riot] to stop <a rebel¬ 

lion:^ usually by force, before it gets out of 

control □ Special police were brought in to quell 
the rioters. -2. [unease, anger] to stop oneself 

or other people from having <a particular 

feeling> □ Her words quelled any lingering 
doubts I had had. 

quench [kwentf] vt to quench one's thirst [drink] 

to stop one from feeling thirsty; [person] to 

drink, so that one is no longer thirsty. 

querulous fkwerolas] adj [person] who often 
complains (formal use). 

query [’kwmri] {pi queries, pt & pp queried) 
On a question that one asks when one is 

uncertain about something or thinks it may 

not be true or correct □ Are there any other 
queries? o vt [invoice, statement, decision] to 

ask a question about <sthg> because one 

thinks it may not be true or correct □ The tax 
office has queried our accounts. 

quest [kwest] rt a long difficult search (literary 

use) □ the quest for truth/enlightenment. 

question ['kwestjn] o n -1. something that 

one says or writes in order to ask for infor¬ 

mation □ / wish to put a question to the panel. □ 
Do you mind if / ask you a question? -2. to be in 
question to be doubted □ His honesty was nev¬ 
er in question, m to bring or call sthg into ques¬ 
tion to express doubts about sthg □ An over¬ 
sight like this calls into question the competence 
of the staff, m beyond or without question 
without any doubt □ She is beyond question 
the best. ■ to be open to question [truth, opin¬ 

ion, conclusion] to be uncertain or hard to ac¬ 

cept without disagreement □ The advantages 
of the new system are open to question, m to 
obey without question to obey without dis¬ 

agreeing or expressing doubts □ They expect¬ 
ed me to follow orders without question. 
-3. [matter] a matter that needs to be dis¬ 

cussed or dealt with □ The article raises some 
important questions. ■ it's a question of... a 

phrase used to state what is necessary or 



questionable 860 

important in a particular situation □ It's just a 
question of time. -4. [in a test, exam] one of the 

tasks in an exam or test, e.g. solving a prob¬ 

lem or discussing a subject, that are de¬ 

signed to test one’s knowledge □ Candidates 
must answer all four questions. -5. phrase there's 
no question of... there is no likelihood or 

possibility of... □ There's no question of our go¬ 
ing back on our decision. 
o vt -1. [suspect, witness] to ask <sb> one or 

more questions, especially about a crime □ 
The police are questioning him about the murder. 
-2. [ability, motives, idea] to express one’s 

doubts about <sthg> □ / question the wisdom 
of such a move. 

♦ in question adj the person/thing etc in ques¬ 
tion the particular person/thing etc that one 

has just been talking about □ Where were you 
on the night in question? 

♦ out of the question adj to be out of the 
question to be impossible to allow or con¬ 

sider □ Further loans are out of the question. 

questionable [’kwestjanabl] adj [decision, behav¬ 

ior, taste] that one cannot accept completely 

because it seems wrong in some way □ He 
was involved in some rather questionable deals. 

questioner ['kwestfansT « a person who is 

asking a question. 

questioning ['kwestjamr)] o adj [look] that ex¬ 

presses a question, o n [of a suspect, witness] 

the process of asking somebody questions, 

especially about a crime □ Four men are being 
held for questioning by the police. 

question mark « the punctuation mark (?) 

that shows that a question is being asked. 

question master « the person who asks the 

questions on a game show on television or 

radio. 

questionnaire [,kwestJVnear] « a list of ques¬ 

tions, usually intended to provide informa¬ 

tion about a particular subject or product. 

question time n the regular session in the 

British Parliament in which government 

ministers answer questions about policy 

asked by Members of Parliament. 

queue [kju:] o n GB a line of people, cars etc 

that are waiting to do something □ You'll 
have to join the queue. □ There was a queue of 
people waiting to get in. □ a queue of traffic. ■ to 
jump the queue to join a line of people 

ahead of other people who have been wait¬ 

ing longer, o vi to wait in a line of people □ 
I had to queue for my tickets. 

quibble [’kwibl] o vi to argue about unimpor¬ 

tant details (disapproving use) □ I'm not going to 
quibble (with you) over/about the exact words I 
used. On an unimportant complaint or dis¬ 

agreement. 

quiche [ki:J] n a layer of pastry filled with 

eggs, cheese, and often bacon or vegetables 

and eaten hot or cold. 

quick [kwik] o adj -1. [runner, worker) who 

does something very fast; [person] who is in¬ 

telligent and learns very easily □ All right, but 
be quick! □ We need someone who's quick at 
spotting potential problems. □ With quick staccato 

movements, the bird hopped across the grass. □ 
She's a quick learner. -2. [trip, drink, look] that 
takes a very short time to complete □ / gave 
them a quick summary of what had happened. 
-3. [reply, response, decision] that happens al¬ 
most immediately □ "When did you receive 
it?" — "Yesterday." — "That was quick!" □ He's 
always quick to complain, o adv: Come quick! □ 
We've thought of a scheme to get rich quick. 

quicken ['kwikn] o vt to quicken one's pace to 
start walking or running faster. ■ to quicken 
one's step to start walking faster, o vi [pace, 
step] to go at a faster speed □ My pulse quick¬ 
ened. 

quickly [’kwikli] adv [move, work, react] see 
quick □ She dressed quickly and went out. □ 
They responded quickly to our request. □ Come 
quickly! □ / quickly realized something was wrong. 

quicksand [’kwiksaend] n an area of loose wet 
sand that is dangerous because people can 
sink into it. 

quicksilver ['kwiksilv3r] n = mercury (old- 
fashioned use). 

quickstep ['kwikstep] n the quickstep a ball¬ 
room dance that involves a lot of fast steps; 
the type of music played for this dance, 

quick-tempered adj [person] who easily be¬ 
comes angry a As a girl, she could be very 
quick-tempered. 

quick-witted [-'witad] adj [person] who can 
understand things quickly and think of intel¬ 
ligent and amusing things to say. 

quid [kwid] {pi quid) n GB one pound (informal 
use) □ Can you lend me twenty quid? 

quid pro quo [-'kwou] (pi quid pro quos) n 

something that is given to somebody in ex¬ 
change for something they have done, 

quiescent [kwiesnt] adj [person] who is quiet 
and inactive (literary use), 

quiet ['kwaiat] o adj -1. [voice, children, place] 

that is not noisy □ a quiet engine/car/plane □ / 
like to work in a quiet room with no distractions. 
□ Keep quiet! -2. [person] who does not talk 
much □ You're very quiet today. □ a quiet, shy 
girl. ■ to keep quiet about sthg not to talk 
about or mention sthg, especially something 
that other people will find out about later or 
might not approve of □ I'd keep quiet about 
that if I were you. m (be) quiet! a phrase used 
to order or tell somebody to make less or 
no noise □ Please be quiet! I'm trying to read. 
-3. [life, day, place] that is calm and without 
problems or excitement □ Let's find a nice qui¬ 
et spot near the river to eat our picnic, o / feel 
like spending a quiet evening in front of the TV. 
-4. [business, trade] that is not busy, because 
there are few people buying, selling etc □ It's 
been very quiet in the office/store today. 
-5. [clothing, color] that is not very noticeable 
to other people □ Could I have a quiet word 
with you in private? □ He exudes a kind of quiet 
confidence. -6. [ceremony, dinner] that consists 
of only a few specially chosen people □ It 
was a quiet wedding/funeral attended only by the 
immediate family. 

o n silence □ Can we have quiet, please! □ All I 
want is some peace and quiet. 
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o vt US to make <sb/sthg> quiet. 

♦ on the quiet adv secretly (informal use) □ 
He's been practicing on the quiet. 

♦ quiet down us o vt sep to make <sb> 
calm or quiet, o vi: The room immediately qui¬ 
eted down. □ Quiet down! 

quieten ['kwaistn] vt -1. [voice] to make <sb/ 
sthg> less noisy. -2. to make <sb's fears, 
worries> etc less strong. 

♦ quieten down vi & vt sep GB = quiet down, 

quietly ['kwaiatli] adv [say, sit, live] see quiet □ 
He left quietly, without saying goodbye to anyone. 
□ She's quietly confident about passing the exam. 

quiff [kwif] m GB a part of the hair at the front 
of one s head that is brushed up over one s 
forehead. 

quill [kwil] n a quill (pen) a pen made out of a 
large feather. 

quilt [kwilt] « a covering for a bed that is 
filled with light, warm material such as 
feathers. 

quilted ['kwiltad] adj [jacket, lining] that is made 
of a cloth filled with light, warm material 
and has lines of stitching across it that form 
patterns. 

quince [kwins] « a hard yellow fruit with a 
bitter taste that is shaped like a pear and is 
used to make jellies. 

quinine [us ’kwainain, GB 'kwiniin] « a drug 
used to treat malaria. 

quins [kwinz] npl GB = quintuplets (informal 
use). 

quintessential [.kwinta'senfl] adj [characteristic] 
that is the most typical example of some¬ 
thing □ This passage is quintessential Brahms. □ 
He was the quintessential English aristocrat. 

quintet [kwin'tet] n -1. a group of five musi¬ 
cians or singers who perform together. -2. a 
piece of music written for five instruments 
or singers performing together. 

quints [kwints] npl US = quintuplets (informal 
use). 

quintuplets [US kwin'tAplats, GB 'kwintjoplats] 
npl five babies bom at the same time to the 
same mother. 

quip [kwip] (pt & pp quipped, cont quipping) 
On a clever and funny remark, o vi to 
make a quip. 

quire ['kwaiar] n 24 sheets of paper, 

quirk [kw3:rk] n -1. a strange habit or aspect 
of somebody’s character □ We all have our lit¬ 
tle quirks. -2. a strange happening that one 
cannot explain □ By some quirk of fate they 
had lived in the same town all their lives without 
knowing it. □ a quirk of nature. 

quirky ['kw3:rki] (compar quirkier, superl quirki¬ 
est) adj [sense of humor, person] that seems 
odd and unusual. 

quit [kwit] (US pt & pp quit, cont quitting, GB pt 
& pp quit or quitted, cont quitting) o vt -1. to 
leave <a job or a place>. -2. to quit doing 
sthg to stop doing sthg □ I've tried to quit 
smoking/drinking. □ Quit bothering me! o vi -1. 
to leave one’s job. -2. to stop doing some- 

__quorum 

thing □ He advised me to quik while I was still 
ahead. 

quite [kwait] adv & predet -1. [different, sure, 

still] a word used to emphasize that some¬ 
thing is the case □ / quite agree. □ It's all quite 
simple and straightforward. □ That was quite deli¬ 
cious. -2. [easy, young, obvious] fairly □ We'll be 
finished quite soon. □ It's/She's quite nice. □ They 
live quite a bit further down the road. □ It's quite 
a good book, actually, m quite a lot of, quite a 
few a fairly large number of □ There were 
quite a lot of people at the party. □ I've visited 
them quite a few times. -3. a word used after 
a negative to make it seem less strong □ The 
skirt is not quite big enough for me. □ / don't 
quite understand/know. -4. quite a... a phrase 
used before a noun to emphasize its degree, 
high standard, or unusual nature □ She's 
quite a woman. □ It was quite a shock/surprise to 
be invited. □ They were gone quite a while. 
-5. quite (so)! a word or phrase used to ex¬ 
press agreement (formal use) □ "I said we 
couldn't possibly accept." — "Quite so." 

quits [kwits] adj (informal use) to be quits to be 
in an equal situation with somebody again, 
especially after paying them back money 
that one owed □ Once I give him back his $5 I’ll 
be quits with him again. • to call it quits to 
agree to stop an argument about something 
□ Why don't you both just shake hands and call it 
quits? 

quitter ['kwitar] n a person who one thinks 
gives up too easily (disapproving and informal 
use). 

quiver ['kwivor] o vi to shake slighdy, espe¬ 
cially because one is nervous or excited □ He 
was quivering with fear/rage. on-1. [of fear, ex¬ 
citement] a trembling movement □ A quiver of 
excitement ran down her spine. -2. a long thin 
bag for carrying arrows. 

quixotic [kwik'sDtik] adj [person] who has 
ideals and is not practical or realistic (formal 
use). 

quiz [kwiz] (pi quizzes, pt & pp quizzed, cont 
quizzing) o h -1. a type of game or competi¬ 
tion that involves answering questions □ a 
quiz show. -2. EDUCATION US a short test, o vt 
to ask <sb> a lot of questions about some¬ 
thing □ They quizzed me on/about my past sales 
experience. 

quizmaster [us 'kwizmaestr, GB -maista] n the 
person who asks the questions on a quiz 
show. 

quizzical ['kwizikl] adj [look, smile] that shows 
that one is amused by or doubtful about 
what somebody else has said or done, 

quoits [koits] n a game in which rings are 
thrown over a small post. 

Quonset hut™ [’kwmisat-] n US a shelter that 
has a curved roof made of sheets of metal. 

quorate [’kwoireit] adj GB [meeting] that has a 
quorum. 

quorum ['kwoiram] « the smallest number of 
people that needs to be present at a meeting 
in order e.g. for formal decisions to be 
made, or for the meeting to start. 
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quota ['kwouta] n [of people] the fixed number 
of people who are allowed to enter or join 
something such as a university; [of goods, 
products] the smallest or largest amount of 
something that is allowed to be produced, 
sold etc □ The European Union is setting strict 
quotas on agricultural production. □ a quota sys¬ 
tem □ fishing quotas. 

quotation [kwoo'teijn] n -1. the exact words 
that somebody, especially somebody well- 
known, said or wrote; the act of quoting 
somebody or something □ It's a quotation 
from a famous poem. -2. business a formal 
statement of the exact cost that will be 
charged for something that is to be done or 
bought. 

quotation marks up I the symbols (“ ”) or (' ’) 
that show where a quotation begins and 
ends. 

quote [kwout] o n = quotation □ We chose the 
company that gave the lowest quote, 
o vt -1. [person, proverb, poem] to repeat the 
exact words of <sb/sthg>; [figures, law] to 
mention <sthg> to make one’s argument 
stronger □ Please don't quote me on this — I'd 
lose my job. □ She was quoted as saying that the 
rules were harsh and unjust. □ He quoted the ex¬ 
ample of one company that had gone bankrupt. □ 
Please quote this reference number in all future 
correspondence. -2. business to give a formal 
statement of <the price> of something; to 
give <sb> a quotation for something □ How 
much would you quote me for this vase — $50? 
o vi -1. She quoted from the contract in front of 
her. -2. business to quote for sthg [for goods, a 

contract, repair] to quote a price for sthg. 
♦ quotes npl = quotation marks. 
quoted company [’kwootad-] n GB a company 

that has shares that can be bought or sold 
on the Stock Exchange. 

quotient [’kwoujnt] n the amount or degree of 
a particular thing □ The job has a low stress 
quotient. 

Qur'an [US ka'raen, GB -'ra:n[ = Koran. 
qv (abbr of quod vide) an expression written in 

a book such as an encyclopedia, to refer the 
reader to something in another part of the 
book. 

qwerty keyboard ['kw3irti-] « the computer 
or typewriter keyboard used for the English 
language, the top line of which begins with 
the letters Q, W, E, R, T, and Y. 

r [a:r] {pi r's or rs), R [a;r] (pi R's or Rs) n the 
eighteenth letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ R -1. abbr of right. -2. abbr of river. -3. (abbr 

of restricted) a symbol for movies and video 
tapes in the USA, used to show that chil¬ 
dren under 17 are only allowed to watch if 
an adult is with them. -4. (abbr of restricted) 
a symbol for movies in Australia, used to 
show that the movie can only be shown to 
people over 18 years old. -5. US abbr of Re¬ 
publican. -6. GB (abbr of Rex) a symbol writ¬ 
ten after the name of a king. -7. GB (abbr of 
Regina) a symbol written after the name of 
a queen. 

RA (abbr of Royal Academy) « the RA an asso¬ 
ciation of artists in Britain who run a post¬ 
graduate art school and organize exhibi¬ 
tions; a title, written after a person’s name, 
to show that they are a member of this as¬ 
sociation. 

RAAF n abbr of Royal Australian Air Force. 

rabbi ['raebai] « a Jewish religious leader. 

rabbit ['raebat] n a small animal with soft fur, 
long ears, and a round white tail that lives 
in holes under the ground, or is kept as a 
pet; the meat of this animal used as food □ a 

wild/pet rabbit □ rabbit stew. 

rabbit hole n a hole in the ground where a 
rabbit lives. 

rabbit hutch n a wooden cage that pet rab¬ 
bits are kept in. 

rabbit warren n -1. a system of passages and 
holes under the ground where rabbits live. 
-2. a building with many rooms and long 
passages that is difficult to find one’s way 
around. 

rabble ['raebl] « a noisy, uncontrolled, and of¬ 
ten violent crowd of people. 

rabble-rousing adj [speech, speaker] that en¬ 
courages people to act in a violent or uncon¬ 
trolled way. 

rabid [’raebad] adj -1. [animal] that is infected 
with rabies. -2. [feminist, right-winger] who 
has very strong opinions and is not open to 
other points of view (disapproving use). 

rabies [’reibiiz] tt a very serious disease affect¬ 
ing humans and some animals that is passed 
on by the bite of a diseased animal, and 
causes madness and usually death. 

RAC (abbr of Royal Automobile Club) n the RAC 
a British organization for drivers that helps 
its members when their cars break down. 

raccoon [ra'kuin] n a small animal of North 
and Central America that has black circles 
around its eyes and black rings along its tail. 

race [reis] o n -1. [between people, cars, horses] 

a competition between several people, vehi¬ 
cles, or animals to see which one is the fast¬ 
est □ a boat/horse race □ We had a race, and I 
came in last. □ It became a race against time or 

the clock. -2. [for power] a competition for 
power or control □ the race for the White 
House. -3. [of people] any one of the main 
groups that people can be divided into ac¬ 
cording to their skin color, hair etc; the state 
of belonging to one of these groups □ the 
Arab race □ We welcome anyone, whatever their 
race, creed, or color. □ He was discriminated 
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against on grounds of race, a Race has become a 
big issue. 

o vt -1. [person] to compete against <sb> in 
a race □ I'll race you to the beach! -2. [horse, 

car] to enter <an animal or vehicle> in a 
race. -3. to take <sb> somewhere as quickly 
as possible □ She was raced to the hospital, 
o vi -1. [athlete, driver, horse] to compete in a 
race □ He has raced against some of the best 
swimmers in the world. -2. [person] to go 
somewhere or do something very quickly □ 
She raced up the stairs/into the house. -3. [heart, 

pulse] to beat very fast, especially because of 
excitement or fear □ His heart raced when he 
heard her come in. -4. [engine] to run faster 
than normal. 

race car n us a car that is specially built to go 
as fast as possible and that is raced in com¬ 
petitions. 

racecourse ['reiskDirs] n -1. us a track that 
runners, cars etc race around. -2. GB a track 
that horses race around. 

race driver n US a person who drives a race 
car. 

racehorse ['reisho:rs] n a horse that is bred 
and trained to be raced. 

race meeting « an occasion when several 
horse races are held at the same race course, 

race relations npl the way people of different 
races living in the same place behave to¬ 
ward each other. 

Race Relations Act n the Race Relations Act a 
British act of parliament designed to ensure 
equal opportunities and treatment for peo¬ 
ple of all races. 

race riot n a riot between people of different 
races living in the same place. 

racetrack ['reistreek] n -1. a track that runners, 
cars etc race around. -2. US a track that 
horses race around. 

Rachmaninov [US raik'mainanDf, GB raek'maen-], 

Sergei (1873-1943) a Russian composer and 
pianist whose best-known work is the 
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. 

racial f'rei/1] adj [tension, harmony, attack] that 
exists or happens between people of differ¬ 
ent races; [characteristic, pride] that is connect¬ 
ed with a person’s race □ a victim of racial har¬ 
assment □ a racial group. 

racial discrimination n unfair treatment of 
somebody because of their race, 

racialism ['rei/alizm] n = racism, 

racialist ['reijstast] adj = racist, 

racing ['reisig] n the sport of racing a vehicle 
or animal □ greyhound/motorbike racing. 

racing car n gb = race car. 

racing driver «gb = race driver, 

racism ['reisizm] n the belief that particular 
races, especially one’s own, are better than 
other races; unfair or violent treatment of 
people because of this belief □ They were ac¬ 
cused of racism. 

racist [Teisast] (disapproving use) o adj [remark, 

attack, policy] that is connected with racism; 
[person, group] that believes in racism, o n a 

racist person □ Call me a racisrt, but that's what 
I think. 

rack [raek] o n -1. something that is made to 
hold a particular kind of object and has sec¬ 
tions, hooks, or bars to separate each one □ 
a wine/magazine rack □ a rack of clothes. -2. a 
shelf above a seat in a train, or that one at¬ 
taches to the roof of one’s car, where one 
can put luggage □ a luggage rack, o vt to be 
racked by or with sthg [with pain, guilt, despair] 
to suffer a great amount of sthg. 

racket ['rakat] n -1. a loud and unpleasant 
noise □ The children were making a terrible rack¬ 
et. -2. an illegal way of making money □ a 
drugs/gambling racket. -3. sport a piece of 
equipment, used for hitting a ball in sports 
such as tennis and squash, that consists of 
tight strings in a rounded frame of plastic or 
metal attached to a long handle □ a tennis/ 
squash/badminton racket. 

racketeering [.raeka'tiarir}] n the act or crime 
of making money through illegal means (dis¬ 
approving use). 

raconteur [lr£ekDn't3:r] n a person who is good 
at telling interesting and amusing stories, 

racoon [ra'kuin] n = raccoon, 

racquet ['rrekat] n sport = racket, 

racy ['rersi] (compar racier, superl raciest) adj 
[novel, story, style] that is entertaining and 
lively, especially because it involves sex. 

RADA ['raids] (abbr of Royal Academy of Dra¬ 
matic Art) n an important drama school in 
London. 

radar ['reida:r] n an instrument that shows the 
position and speed of a moving object, e.g. 
a plane or ship, by measuring the speed of 
the radio waves received from them □ The 
plane was equipped with radar. □ a radar screen. 

radar trap n a device using radar that the po¬ 
lice use to measure the speed of cars that 
are going too fast. 

radial [’reidial] n a radial (tire) a tire with cords 
under the rubber that spread out around the 
tire from the center to give better control, 

radiance ['reidians] n -1. [of somebody's face, 
smile] great happiness □ the radiance of youth. 
-2. the light shining on or from something, 

radiant [’reidiant] adj -1. [face, person] that 
looks very happy □ The bride was radiant. -2. 
[light, sun] that shines brightly. -3. radiant 
heat physics heat that is sent out by radia¬ 
tion. 

radiate ['reidieit] o vt -1. [warmth, glow] to 
send out <heat or light> in all directions. 
-2. [confidence, health] to be so full of <a par¬ 
ticular feeling or quality> that everyone no¬ 
tices it □ She positively radiates good health, 
o vi -1. [heat, light] The warmth from the fire ra¬ 
diated throughout the room. -2. [roads, paths, 
lines] to spread out in different directions 
from a central point □ A network of cables is 
to be installed, radiating out from this main box. 

radiation [.reidi'eijn] n -1. the energy pro¬ 
duced by certain substances when atoms 
break up, e.g. as the result of a nuclear reac¬ 
tion. Radiation can be very harmful. □ a le- 
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thal dose of radiation. -2. energy in the form of 
particular kinds of heat or light that travels 
through the air but cannot be seen □ elec- 
tromagn e tic/ultra violet radiation. 

radiation sickness n an illness caused when 
one receives too much radiation from a 
radioactive substance. 

radiator ['retdieitsfl n -1. [in a house, building] a 
large metal device, usually fitted to a wall, 
containing water or oil that gets hot and 
heats up a room. -2. auto the part of a vehi¬ 
cle that keeps the engine cool □ a car radiator. 

radiator grille n the metal bars in front of a 
car radiator, on the outside of the car. 

radical ['radikl] o adj -1. politics [politician, 
view] that supports the belief that great 
changes need to be made in a society, the 
economy, or in politics □ a member of the 
radical left wing □ They advocate radical reform. 
-2. [change, disagreement] that is complete or 
has important effects □ There has been a radi¬ 
cal improvement in the standard of your work, 
o n politics a person, especially a politician, 
who has radical beliefs, 

radically ['rsedikli] adv [change, alter, improve] 
see radical □ Their attitudes are radically different. 

radii ['reidiai] plural of radius, 

radio ['reidiou] {pi radios) o « -1. a system of 
communication that involves sending sound 
through the air using electrical waves o The 
message came through over the radio. □ a radio 
wave/link □ We established radio contact with the 
men at 07:00 hours. □ They sent out a radio sig¬ 
nal. -2. the system of broadcasting a pro¬ 
gram by sending sound through the air 
using electrical waves; the industry con¬ 
cerned with such broadcasting □ / heard it on 
the radio. □ / work in radio, o a radio station/ 
program. -3. a piece of equipment used to lis¬ 
ten to programs that are broadcast by 
means of electrical waves □ She turned the ra¬ 
dio on/off. □ a ship's radio, 
o vt to send a message to <a person or 
place> by using a radio; [message, news, posi¬ 
tion] to send <information> to somebody by 
using a radio □ They radioed the ship for help. 

radioactive [,reidioo'®ktiv] adj [element, fallout] 
that is connected with radioactivity, 

radioactive waste n radioactive waste ma¬ 
terial produced by nuclear power stations, 

radioactivity freidiooaek'tivsti] « energy that 
is produced by certain atoms when they 
break up and that can be very harmful □ 
high levels of radioactivity □ low-level radioactiv¬ 
ity. 

radio alarm n a radio that can be set to turn 
itself on at a particular time to wake some¬ 
body up. 

radio-controlled adj [toy, car] that can be 
made to move by radio waves sent out from 
a device held in a person’s hand. 

radio frequency n any of the radio waves 
used in broadcasting. 

radiogram ['reidiougram] n a message that has 
been sent by radio. 

radiographer [,reidi'Dgr3f3r] n a person who is 
trained to take and study X-rays, 

radiography [,reidi'Dgrafi] « the examination 
of the inside of a patient by taking X-rays, 

radiology [,reidi'Dbd3i] n the branch of medi¬ 
cine that is concerned with radiation and its 
use in diagnosing and treating diseases, 

radiopaging ['reidioupeid3ig] n a system by 
which a small device able to receive radio 
waves sends out a short sound to warn the 
person carrying the device that somebody is 
trying to contact them. 

radiotelephone [.reidiou'tebfoun] n a tele¬ 
phone that sends out sound using radio 
waves rather than wires, 

radiotherapist [.reidioo'Gerapast] n a person 
who is trained in radiotherapy, 

radiotherapy [.reidiou'Gerapi] n the treatment 
of diseases, especially cancer, using radia¬ 
tion. 

radish f'raedij] n a small, hard, round root veg¬ 
etable, white inside and red outside, that 
has a hot taste and is eaten raw in salads, 

radium ['reidiam] n a rare white radioactive 
metal that is used to treat cancer. SYMBOL: 
Ra. 

radius ['reidias] (pi radii) n -1. math the dis¬ 
tance from the center of a circle to its out¬ 
side edge. -2. within a radius of 3 miles/200 
km less than^3 miles/200 km from a particu¬ 
lar place in any direction □ There are no 
stores within a five-mile radius of where she lives. 
-3. anatomy the outer bone between one’s 
wrist and elbow. 

radon ['reidon] n a radioactive element in the 
form of a gas that has no color. SYMBOL: Rn. 

RAF n abbr of Royal Air Force. 

RAFDS n abbr of Royal Australian Flying Doctor 
Service. 

raffia ['rafis] n a material similar to soft string 
that comes from the palm tree, and is used 
for making hats, mats etc □ a raffia mat. 

raffish ['raefij] adj [man, charm] that is not very 
respectable but has a lot of style and is 
amusing. 

raffle fraefl] o « a competition, usually held in 
order to make money for a charity, in which 
people buy tickets hoping to win a prize □ / 
won it in a raffle, o vt [car, wine] to offer 
<sthg> as a prize in a raffle, 

raffle ticket n a ticket sold for a raffle, 

raft [US raft, GB ra:ft] n -1. a flat floating struc¬ 
ture usually made of long pieces of wood 
tied together and used as a boat or as a 
fixed platform □ a log/bamboo raft. -2. a small 
boat made of rubber or plastic and filled 
with air that floats or can be rowed and is 
used to travel down rivers. -3. a raft of 
things a large amount or number of things □ 
a whole raft of possibilities □ a raft of policies. 

rafter [US 'raftr, GB 'ra:fta] n any one of the 
lengths of wood that support a sloping roof, 

rag [rag] n -1. an old and tom piece of cloth □ 
I mopped it up with an old rag. ■ to be (like) a 
red rag to a bull to be something that makes 
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somebody very annoyed or angry very 
quickly (informal use). -2. a newspaper (disap¬ 
proving and informal use) □ a right-wing/left-wing 
rag. 

♦ rags npl very old and tom clothes □ dressed 
in rags, m to go from rags to riches to quickly 
become very rich after being very poor. 

ragamuffin ['rasgamAfin] « a dirty child wear¬ 
ing tom clothes. 

rag-and-bone man « gb a man who travels 
the streets in a horse and cart or van and is 
given old clothes, furniture etc that people 
no longer want. 

ragbag ['ragbaeg] n a confused mixture of sev¬ 
eral examples of a particular thing □ a ragbag 
of styles/ideas. 

rag doll n a soft child’s doll made of cloth, 

rage [reid3] o n -1. extreme anger, often last¬ 
ing over a long period of time □ She was 
shaking with rage. □ He flew into a rage. □ a cry 
of rage. -2. to be all the rage [style, fashion] to 
be very popular for a short period of time 
(informal use) □ Computer games are all the rage 
this Christmas, o vi -1. to be extremely angry 
□ He raged at the injustice of it all. -2. [disease, 

fire] to spread with great force and speed; 
[storm, controversy, argument] to continue 
with extreme force □ The battle raged on for 
days. 

ragga ['raga] n a style of rap music from the 
West Indies. 

ragged [’raegad] adj -1. [beggar, child] who is 
wearing old and tom clothes □ a group of rag¬ 
ged refugees. -2. [clothes] that look old and 
tom □ a shirt with a ragged collar. -3. [line, edge] 
that is not smooth, straight, or even □ They 
formed a ragged line. □ a ragged hedge. 
-4. [performance, work] that has many details 
that need improving □ The band sounded tired 
and ragged. 

raging [ reid3ig] adj -1. a raging thirst/head¬ 
ache etc a very severe thirst/headache etc. 
-2. a raging storm/argument etc a violent and 
uncontrolled storm/argument etc. 

ragout [rae'gu:] n a stew of meat and vegeta¬ 
bles. 

rag trade n the rag trade GB the clothing in¬ 
dustry, especially the designing, making, 
and selling of women's clothes (informal use), 

rag week n in Britain, a week each year dur¬ 
ing which students raise money for charity 
by doing amusing or silly things, holding 
processions through the streets etc. 

raid [reid] o n military a sudden, quick, 
planned attack on enemy territory in order 
to cause as much damage as possible □ a 
bombing raid □ Their raid on the enemy camp 
went according to plan. -2. [by police] a sudden 
planned visit by police to a place where 
they think they might find criminals or il¬ 
legal goods □ a police/drugs raid □ Heroin was 
found during the raid on the house last night. 
-3. [by criminals] a sudden planned robbery of 
a store or bank when it is open □ a bank raid, 
o vt -1. military [town, village] to carry out a 
raid on <a place> □ The 5th Battalion raided po¬ 

sitions behind enemy lines. -2. [bank, club, office] 
to enter <a place> by force in order to carry 
out a raid □ Police raided the apartment. 

raider [’reidar] n a person who takes part in a 
raid on a shop or bank □ The raiders got away 
with $5,000 in cash. □ a bank raider. 

rail [red] n -1. [on a ship, staircase, walkway] a 
piece of wood or metal for people to hold 
on to, or that stops people falling down etc 
□ a stair/bath rail. -2. [for clothes] a thin, hori¬ 
zontal piece of wood or metal fixed to a 
wall, or to two vertical bars, that is used for 
hanging things on □ a coat/clothes rail. -3. [for 
trains] one of two metal bars attached to the 
ground that a train travels along □ The train 
somehow left the rails. -4. the railroad system 
a I go to work by rail. □ a rail strike □ rail travel/ 
transportation. 

railing f'reilirj] n a barrier made up of a long 
row of vertical metal bars with a long hori¬ 
zontal bar at or near the top that goes 
around a balcony, the side of a ship, outside 
a house or park etc □ an iron railing. 
♦ railings npl = railing. 

railroad ['redroud] us, railway ['redwei] gb n 
-1. = railroad track. -2. the organization that 
provides transportation by rail □ He worked 
for the railroads. □ a railroad engineer/company. 
-3. the system of tracks, trains, and build¬ 
ings used to provide transportation by rail, 

railroad station n the building, including the 
ticket office and platforms, where one 
catches or leaves a train. 

railroad track n the metal rails that a train 
travels along. 

Railtrack [’reiltraek] « in Britain, the govern¬ 
ment company responsible for the rail track, 
signaling, and train stations, which it leases 
to train companies. 

railway n GB = railroad. 

railway line n GB -1. the route between two 
places along a railroad track. -2. = railroad 
track. 

rain [rein] o « drops of water that fall from 
clouds in the sky □ We got caught in the rain. □ 
She felt a drop of rain on her face. □ light/heavy 
rain, o v impers weather it's raining rain is 
falling □ / think it's going to rain. □ It's been rain¬ 
ing all afternoon, o vi to fall like rain. 

♦ rain down vi [shells, bullets] to fall quickly 
in large numbers; [abuse, applause] to be re¬ 
ceived by somebody in great quantity □ Ar¬ 
rows rained down on them. □ Cheers rained 
down from the crowd. 

♦ rain out US, rain off GB vt sep to be rained 
out US or off GB [game, match] not to take 
place because of rain. 

rainbow [’reinboo] n a line in the sky in the 
shape of an arch with several bands of col¬ 
or, that can sometimes be seen after rain. 

rainbow trout n a fish that can be eaten, and 
that has a pink and silvery skin with black 
dots. 

rain check n to take a rain check us to decide 
not to accept or do something right away, 
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but to do it at a later date □ Can we take a 
rain check on our dinner date? 

raincoat ['reinkout] n a light coat worn to pro¬ 
tect oneself from the rain, 

raindrop ['reindropl n one drop of rain, 

rainfall ['reinfoil] « the amount of rain that 
falls somewhere during a particular period 
of time □ The average rainfall each year is declin¬ 
ing. 

rain forest n a tropical forest of tall trees that 
grow very close together in an area where 
there is a lot of rain. 

rain gauge n an instrument that measures 
rainfall. 

rainproof ['reinpruif] adj [material, roof] that 
does not allow rain to pass through it. 

rainstorm ['reinsto:rm) « a very heavy fall of 
rain with strong winds, 

rainwater ['reinwoita'] « water that collects 
somewhere after falling as rain, 

rainy [’reim] (compar rainier, superl rainiest) adj 
[day, season, place] that has a lot of rain □ 
rainy weather. 

raise [reiz] o vt -1. [barrier, weight, hand] to 
move or lift <sthg> to a higher level □ He 
raised his head as she entered the room. □ We 
need to raise the height of the door frames. ■ to 
raise oneself (up) to lift oneself, especially 
with difficulty □ She raised herself up on her el¬ 
bows, then slumped back exhausted. -2. [limit, 

price, tax] to increase the amount of <sthg> □ 
Interest rates look set to be raised once more. ■ 
to raise one's voice to speak more loudly, es¬ 
pecially in anger □ Don't you raise your voice at 
me! -3. to improve <a standard or level>. 
-4. [funds, capital, loan] to obtain <money> by 
earning it, borrowing it, or asking people for 
it □ The campaign raised $10,000 for charity. □ 
She has to raise enough money to pay off her 
debts. -5. [fear, doubt, memory] to cause some¬ 
body to feel or remember <sthg> o I can't 
seem to raise any enthusiasm for the trip. □ The 
ceasefire raised hopes of a long-term peace. 
-6. [children] to look after <a child> until it is 
an adult □ This is an ideal area in which to raise 
a family. -7. farming [wheat, corn] to grow <a 
crop or vegetable>, especially in large 
amounts □ Last year the farm raised over 3,000 
acres of wheat. -8. farming [chickens, horses, 

cattle] to breed <animals> □ His family has 
raised sheep on this land for generations. 
-9. [subject, question, objection] to mention 
<sthg>, especially in order to discuss it □ / 
raised your suggestion with the boss, and he was 
in favor of trying it. □ I'd like to raise the issue of 
expenses. -10. [statue] to build <a monument 
or statue>. 

o k an increase in the amount of money 
one earns for one’s job. 

raisin fireizn] n a dried grape used as food □ 
rum and raisin ice cream. 

Raj [ra:d3] n the Raj the period of British rule 
in India from 1858 to 1947. 

rajah ['ra:d33] n a male ruler in India, 

rake [reik] o n -1. gardening a tool with a 
long handle attached to a row of metal 

teeth, used to smooth the soil, gather up 
fallen leaves etc. -2. a wealthy young man 
who behaves in a wild and immoral way 
(old-fashioned use), o vt -1. [soil, path] to make 
<an area of ground> smooth and level using 
a rake; [lawn] to pass a rake over <an area of 
grass>, e.g. to gather up leaves. -2. [leaves, 

weeds, grass] to gather up <dead plants> 
using a rake. 

♦ rake in vt sep to rake in the money/profits to 
earn a lot of money/profits very quickly (in¬ 
formal use) □ She has a new job and now she's 
raking it in. 

♦ rake up vt sep to rake sthg up [bad memories, 

argument] to talk about and remind some¬ 
body about sthg bad that happened in the 
past □ Sorry, I didn't mean to start raking up the 
past. 

rake-off n a share of profits that somebody 
has earned usually by doing something that 
is not completely honest (informal use). 

rakish ['reikif] adj -1. [life, lifestyle] that is wild 
and immoral. -2. [clothing] that shows a 
cheerful and relaxed confidence □ His hat was 
tilted at a rakish angle. 

Raleigh ['rasli], Sir Walter (1554-1618) a Brit¬ 
ish explorer, adventurer, and writer. He is 
famous for bringing the first potatoes and 
tobacco to England from America. 

rally [’raeli] {pi rallies, pt & pp rallied) o n -1. a 
meeting of a large number of people in or¬ 
der to support a particular cause, usually a 
political cause, or to protest about some¬ 
thing □ a peace/political rally. -2. [for cars] a car 
race along public roads □ rally driving. -3. [in 

tennis, squash] a series of strokes in which 
the ball is hit from one player to the other 
until a point is scored. 

o vt [supporters, troops] to encourage <a 
group of people> to join together to fight 
for a particular aim; to encourage people to 
provide <support> to achieve a particular 
aim □ They need to rally more support if they are 
to win the vote. 

o vi -1. [supporters, friends] to join together 
and give support to a particular cause □ The 
villagers all rallied to the aid of the flood victims. 
-2. [patient, player] to get or feel better or 
stronger, often only for a short period of 
time; [prices, currency) to increase after a peri¬ 
od of weakness □ The Bulls rallied toward the 
end to steal a win. □ After a weak start in the 
morning, share prices rallied. 

♦ rally around, rally round o vt fus to rally 
around sb to join together to give support to 
sb who is in difficulty, o vi [friends, col¬ 

leagues] The staff rallied around to help prepare 
for the inspectors' visit. 

rallying ['racing] tt the sport of driving in ral¬ 
lies. 

rallying cry n a short phrase that encourages 
people to unite in support of a particular 
group □ “All for one and one for all" was the ral¬ 
lying cry of the Three Musketeers. 

rallying point n a person, event etc that 
makes people gather together to support a 
particular cause □ The demonstration provided a 
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rallying point for people concerned about transpor¬ 
tation policies. 

ram [ram] (pt & pp rammed, cont ramming) 
o vt -1. [car, ship] to crash into <another ve- 
hicle> with great force. -2. [person] to push 
<sthg> somewhere with great force a He 
rammed all his clothes into one small case. -3. to 
ram sthg home [idea, fact] to make sthg very 
clear so that somebody understands or ac¬ 
cepts it completely □ You'll have to ram the 
message/the point home, o n an adult male 
sheep. 

RAM [raem] (abbr of random access memory) n 
a type of computer memory that stores in¬ 
formation needed for a short time only and 
that lets one retrieve and use the informa¬ 
tion in any order. 
NOTE: Compare ROM. 

Ramadan brama'daen] n the ninth month in 
the Muslim year, when Muslims must not 
eat or drink anything between sunrise and 
sunset. 

ramble ['rambl] o « a long walk in the 
countryside, o vi -1. to go on a ramble. -2. 
to talk or write in a boring way because one 
is confused and keeps changing the subject. 

♦ ramble on vi to talk for a long time in a 
boring way □ He rambled on and on about noth¬ 
ing. 

rambler ['ramblar] n a person who goes on 
long walks in the countryside as a hobby, 

rambling ['rambltg] adj -1. [building, house] that 
is large and has an irregular shape. -2. [con¬ 

versation, book] that is long and does not fol¬ 
low a clear pattern. 

rambunctious [raem'bAgkJas] adj US [person, 

behavior] noisy and energetic. 

RAMC (abbr of Royal Army Medical Corps) n 
the RAMC the medical service of the British 
army. 

ramekin ['ramakan] n a small round dish with 
a flat bottom, used for baking food for one 
person. 

ramification [.ramafa'keijn] n one of the 
many results of something that are not 
usually obvious at first □ I'm not sure if you 
fully understand all the ramifications of this deci¬ 
sion. 

ramp [raemp] n -1. a sloping surface that is de¬ 
signed to connect two areas on different 
levels □ a wheelchair ramp. -2. [on a road] a 
change in the level of a road surface, espe¬ 
cially one that is designed to make cars go 
more slowly. 

rampage [vb raem'peid3, n 'raempeid3] o vi [peo¬ 

ple, animals] to move or run around wildly, 
causing damage, o « to go on the rampage 
to rampage □ English and Dutch soccer fans 
went on the rampage after the game. 

rampant ['rampant] adj -1. [inflation, disease, 

crime] that is increasing so fast that it cannot 
be controlled □ Corruption was rampant among 
military officials. -2. [belief, abuse] that exists in 
many places and is difficult to control, 

ramparts ['rampants] npl a high bank of 
earth, often with a wall on top, that is built 

around a casde, city etc to protect it against 
attack. 

ram-raid o « the act of driving a stolen car 
through the front window of a store in or¬ 
der to steal goods, o vt: Three youths were 
caught ram-raiding a local supermarket. 

ram-raider n a person who takes part in a 
ram-raid. 

ramshackle ['ramjEekl] adj (building, vehicle] 

that is in very bad condition and likely to 
collapse □ They lived in a ramshackle little house 
near the forest. 

ran [ran] past tense of run. 

RAN n abbr of Royal Australian Navy, 

ranch [us rant/, GB rcuntj] n a very large farm 
in North America where sheep, cattle, or 
horses are bred. 

rancher [us 'rantJr, GB 'raintja] n a person who 
owns or runs a ranch. 

ranch house n US -1. a house on a ranch. 
-2. a large house that is one story high, 

rancid ['ransad] adj [butter, bacon] that is no 
longer fresh and smells or tastes bad □ The 
oil's gone rancid. 

rancor us, rancour gb ['ragkar] « a strong 
feeling of bitterness and hatred toward 
somebody □ / feel no rancor against them for 
what they did to him. 

random ['randam] o adj [sample, test] that is 
done or chosen without any particular rea¬ 
son or pattern, o n at random in a random 
way □ They were chosen/shot at random. 

random access memory « -> RAM. 

randomly [Taendamli] adv [choose, kill, distribute] 

see random □ The candidates were randomly se¬ 
lected. 

R and R (abbr of rest and recreation) n -1. us a 
vacation given to members of the armed 
forces. -2. time spent relaxing away from 
one's work. 

rang [rag] past tense of ring, 

range [reind3] o n -1. [of radar, a telescope, 

weapon] the distance over which something 
can work, travel, be seen, heard etc □ The 
missile has a range of about two miles, m to be 
out of range [target, aircraft, ship] to be too far 
away to be reached by a weapon, radar etc 
□ Fortunately, we were just out of range of the 
shells/out of shooting range. ■ to be within 
range of sthg [of a telescope, radar, weapon] to 
be close enough to be reached by sthg □ We 
were well within range of the mortar shells. ■ at 
close range [fire, shoot] from a short distance 
away □ Seen at close range, the planes looked 
even bigger. -2. [of subjects, goods, activities] a 
number of things that appear, are seen, are 
done etc together and are of the same gen¬ 
eral type □ IVe offer a wide range of services to 
our customers. □ / went through a whole range of 
emotions. -3. [of ages, salaries, prices] the lim¬ 
its within which a number of different 
amounts or qualities are included a I'm afraid 
that's out of my price range. -4. [of mountains] a 
row of hills or mountains □ a mountain range 
□ the Cascade Range. -5. [for shooting] a place 
where people can practice shooting. -6. 
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music the notes between the highest and the 
lowest notes that a singer or an instrument 
can reach a As a singer, she has an extra¬ 
ordinary range. 

o vt [pupils, glasses, books] to place <people 
or things> next to each other in a particular 
way □ Riot police were ranged across the street, 

o vi -1. to range from sthg to sthg, to range 
between sthg and sthg to come somewhere 
on a scale between sthg and sthg; to include 
everything between sthg and sthg □ The tem¬ 
perature ranged from 15 to 25 degrees Celsius or 
between 15 and 25 degrees Celsius. □ Activities 
on offer range from canoeing to scuba diving. -2. 
to range over sthg (book, conversation] to deal 
with sthg □ Dr Cassidy's talk ranged over a wide 
variety of topics. 

ranger ['reind33r] n a person whose job is to 
take care of a forest or park. 

rank [raerjk] o n -1. (in the army, police] the po¬ 
sition that somebody has in an organization, 
and which shows how much power or 
authority they have in it □ an officer of senior 
rank □ She rose to the rank of lieutenant. ■ the 
rank and file military the ordinary members 
of a regiment who are not officers; POLITICS 
the ordinary members of a political party, 
labor union etc who are not the leaders □ It 
may be popular in the senate but it won't go 
down well with the rank and file. ■ to pull rank 
to use one’s position of authority to order 
other people in an organization to do some¬ 
thing that they do not want to do □ Don't try 
to pull rank on me! m to close ranks [family, or¬ 

ganization, friends] to support each other at a 
difficult time to avoid criticism or a threat 
from somebody else. -2. [of people, things] a 
row or line of people or things □ All I could 
see was ranks and ranks of policemen, 

o vt -1. (player, country] to give <sb/sthg> a 
particular position on a scale □ She is ranked 
among the top four swimmers in the country. -2. 
US to have a higher rank than <sb else> in the 
same organization □ A major ranks a captain, 

o vi [person, event, organization] to have a par¬ 
ticular position on a scale or list □ That ranks 
as my all-time favorite movie. □ She ranks among 
the top five tennis-players in the world, 

o adj -1. rank stupidity/incompetence etc 
complete stupidity/incompetence etc (used 
for emphasis) □ But this is rank insolence! -2. 
[smell, taste] strong and unpleasant □ There 
was a rank smell of stale urine. 

♦ ranks tip! -1. the ranks military the ordinary 
soldiers, marines etc who are not officers □ 
He rose from the ranks to become a general. 
-2. the ranks of sthg [of an organization, group] 
the people who belong to sthg □ The Demo¬ 
crats are aware of the growing unrest within their 
own ranks. □ He's joined the ranks of the unem¬ 
ployed. 

ranking ['rarjkig] o n a person's position on a 
scale, used to show how good they are at 
something, especially a sport □ His official 
ranking is number three in the world, o adj US 

[officer, member] who has a high rank, or the 
highest rank in a particular group. 

rankle ['rarjkl] vi [behavior, attitude, remarks] to 
make one feel annoyed □ It still rankles with 
me that he could say such a thing. 

ransack ['ransaek] vt -1. [room, town] to steal 
things from <a place> in a way that causes 
damage and a mess □ When we got back, the 
whole house had been ransacked. -2. [building, 

room] to search <a place> completely, often 
leaving a lot of mess □ / ransacked my cup¬ 
boards for clothes to take with me. 

ransom ['ransom] n the amount of money de¬ 
manded for the return of a person who has 
been kidnapped □ They've asked for a $2 mil¬ 
lion ransom, m to hold sb to ransom to hold sb 
as a prisoner until a ransom is paid for their 
release; to put sb in a difficult position in or¬ 
der to force them to do something □ Kurz 
was held to ransom for six weeks before his cap- 
tors finally let him go. □ We will not allow terror¬ 
ists to hold this country to ransom. 

rant [rant] vi to talk loudly and angrily for a 
long time about something (disapproving use) 
□ / wish he'd stop ranting (on) about it. 

ranting [’rantig] n the act of ranting. 

rap [rap] (pt & pp rapped, cont rapping) o « 
-1. [at a door, on a table] a loud knock on the 
surface of something, usually made with 
one’s knuckles. -2. music a type of pop mu¬ 
sic with a heavy beat, in which the words 
are spoken, not sung □ a rap artist. -3. to 
take the rap to be blamed or punished for 
something bad, even if one did not do it □ 
Don't expect me to take the rap for your mis¬ 
takes. o vt [door, table] to hit <sthg> many 
times quickly, often using one’s knuckles, 
o vi -1. to rap on sthg [on a door, table] to rap 
sthg. -2. music to speak the words that go 
with rap music. 

rapacious [rs'peifas] adj [person] who is very 
greedy, especially in relation to money (for¬ 
mal use). 

rape [reip] o vt [person] to force <sb> to have 
sex, especially by using violence □ She was 
raped at knifepoint, o « -1. [of a person] the 
crime of raping somebody □ He has a convic¬ 
tion for rape. □ There have been a series of rapes 
in the area. □ a rape victim/attack. -2. the rape of 
the countryside/forests etc damage done to 
the countryside/forests etc. -3. (oilseed) rape 
a plant with bright yellow flowers whose 
seeds produce oil. 

rapeseed ['reipsiid] n the seed of the rape 
plant. 

Raphael ['rafeial] (1483-1520) an Italian paint¬ 
er who is considered one of the greatest artists 
of the Renaissance. 

rapid ['rapsd] adj [movement, decline, change] 

that happens very quickly □ She underwent a 
rapid recovery. 

♦ rapids npl the parts of a river where the 
water moves very fast. 

rapid-fire adj -1. [gun] that can fire shots very 
quickly. -2. [questions, jokes] that are spoken 
very quickly. 

rapidity [ra'pidati] «: see rapid □ The rapidity of 
change is something that can overwhelm people. 
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rapidly ['raepadli] adv [move, speak) quickly □ 
Carla is rapidly becoming a very good dancer. 

rapist ['reipast] « a person who has raped 
somebody. 

rappel [rae'pel] vi US to go down a cliff, steep 
slope etc by sliding down a rope and push¬ 
ing against the surface with one’s feet, 

rapper ['raep3r] n a singer who performs rap. 

rapport [rae‘po:r] n a friendly relationship be¬ 
tween people in which each person under¬ 
stands what the other person is thinking or 
feeling o They had built up a good rapport with 
their assistants. □ There is a wonderful rapport 
between the two of them. 

rapprochement [us .raeprouf'mDn, GB rae'proj- 

nwn] « the beginning of friendly relations 
between two countries, people etc after a 
period when they were not friends, 

rap sheet n US an official form on which the 
police list the charges against an accused 
person (informal use). 

rapt [raept] adj [attention, silence, look] that 
shows that one is concentrating and is very 
interested in or impressed by something, 

rapture ['raeptJV] n a feeling of great joy. ■ to 
go into raptures over sb/sthg to talk about 
sb/sthg in a way that shows one likes them 
very much. 

rapturous ['raeptjaras] adj [welcome, applause, 

reaction] that shows a lot of excitement and 
enthusiasm. 

Rapunzel [ra'pAnzl] a young girl in a fairy tale 
who is being kept prisoner in a tower. She 
hangs her hair out of the window and a 
prince climbs up it to rescue her. 

rare [real adj -1. [plant, specimen, book] that is 
not found in many places and so is interest¬ 
ing or valuable □ These candlesticks are very 
rare. -2. [exception, occurrence, visit] that does 
not happen often □ It's rare to find a good res¬ 
taurant in these parts. -3. [quality, beauty, talent] 

that is special and unusual □ Such commit¬ 
ment is rare these days. -4. cooking [beef, 

steak] that has been cooked for a short time 
so that the inside is still red □ "How would 
you like your steak?" — "Rare, please." 

rarefied [’rearifaid] adj -1. [air, atmosphere] that 
contains less oxygen than usual, especially 
because it is in a high place. -2. [place, sub¬ 

ject] that involves people who are different 
from ordinary people because they are very 
rich, powerful, intelligent etc □ in the rarefied 
atmosphere of an Oxford college. 

rarely ['readi] adv not often □ We rarely see 
each other. 

rareness ['rearnas] n [of a species, visit, some¬ 

body's beauty] see rare. 

raring ['rearir)] adj to be raring to go to be very 
eager to start. 

rarity ['rearati] {pi rarities) n something that is 
unusual because one does not often see it, 
find it etc □ The species is fast becoming a rar¬ 
ity. 

rascal [US 'raeskl, GB 'ra:skl] n a person, espe¬ 
cially a child, who behaves badly but does 

not really make people angry □ Keep still, you 
little rascal! 

rash [nej] o adj (person, decision, move] that 
shows a lack of careful thought and is not 
sensible □ Don't do anything rash, o n -1. [on 

one s skin] an area of redness or pimples on 
one’s skin that is caused by an illness or al- 
lergy □ After drinking the wine, Sally broke out in 
a terrible rash. -2. a rash of crimes/complaints 
etc a large number of crimes/complaints etc 
that happen within a short time n There has 
been a rash of explosions in the capital. 

rasher ['rae/ar] n GB a slice of bacon, 

rashly [‘raejli] adv [behave, decide] see rash □ / 
rather rashly promised to go and see Jane's film. 

rashness ['raefnas] « [of a promise, decision] see 
rash. 

rasp [US raesp, GB ra:sp] On a harsh unpleasant 
sound, e.g. of somebody coughing or of met¬ 
al rubbing against something, o vi [person, 
voice, metal] to make a rasp, 

raspberry [US 'raezberi, GB 'raizbari] (pi rasp¬ 
berries) n -1. a small, soft, red fruit that 
grows on bushes that have thorns □ a rasp¬ 
berry-flavored candy. -2. to blow a raspberry to 
make a loud sound by putting one’s tongue 
out between one’s lips and blowing, usually 
to show that one does not like or respect 
somebody or something. 

rasping [us 'rasspiij, gb 'rcnsp-] adj [voice, sound] 

that is harsh and unpleasant. 

Rasputin [rae'spjuitn] (1871-1916) a Russian 
monk, famous for his sexual adventures, po¬ 
litical corruption, and strong influence over 
the Russian royal family. 

Rasta ['raesta] n a Rastafarian (informal use). 

Rastafarian [,raesta'fearian] « a member of the 
religion that worships Haile Selassie, the 
former emperor of Ethiopia, as God. 

rat [raet] n -1. an animal that looks like a large 
mouse and has a long tail. ■ to smell a rat to 
begin to think that something is wrong, e.g. 
because one is being tricked. -2. a person 
who one is angry with because one feels be¬ 
trayed or deceived by them (informal use) □ 
You rat! 

ratchet ['raetjat] n a wheel or bar, used in ma¬ 
chinery, that has sloping teeth and a piece 
of metal between two of them that allows it 
to turn in one direction, but not the other, 

rate [reit] o « -1. the speed at which some¬ 
thing happens during a certain period of 
time □ At this rate, we’ll never get there! -2. [of 

growth, inflation] the amount of something 
measured against other factors, especially 
time □ the suicide/divorce rate □ The rate of 
unemployment/inflation has fallen again this 
month. -3. [of taxation, interest] a fixed level 
that is used to decide how much must be 
paid for something □ What’s the (going) rate 
for this type of work? □ ’Reduced rates for 
groups. ’ 

o vt -1. to consider <sb/sthg> to be of a 
particular level, standard etc □ / would rate 
him as one of the Hollywood greats. □ She’s rat¬ 
ed among the top ten players of all time. □ "How 
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do you rate her chances?" — "Not good, I'm 
afraid." □ She's very highly rated as a doctor. 
-2. [mention, attention] to deserve <sthg> □ 
This is a full-bodied young wine that certainly 
rates a bronze medal. 

♦ at any rate adv a phrase used to show that 
what one is about to say is more certain or 
more precise or important than what one 
has just said □ Come over for dinner, or for a 
drink at any rate. 

rate of exchange tt the rate at which one 
country’s currency can be exchanged for an¬ 
other country’s currency. 

ratepayer ['reitpei3r] n GB a person who pays 
taxes to their local government. 

rather [US 'ra5r, GB 'ra:6a] adv & yredet -1. [em¬ 

barrassing, big, hot] to some degree, but not 
very □ It was rather cold/rather a cold day. □ / rath¬ 
er enjoyed that. □ / have rather a lot of work to 
do. -2. a word used to emphasize that some¬ 
thing is true □ She's really rather interesting, 
isn't she? -3. I would rather... a phrase used to 
say what one would prefer □ I'd rather have 
fish than red meat. □ We'd rather he didn't come, 
actually. □ "Try some of this brandy." — "I'd rath¬ 
er not, thanks." -4. or rather... or more ex¬ 
actly... □ Have you met Belinda's brother, or rath¬ 
er, stepbrother? -5. (but) rather... on the con¬ 
trary... o We do not want to victimize vagrants, 
but rather to help them. 

♦ rather than conj instead of □ We decided to 
walk rather than take the bus. 

ratification [.ratsfa'keijh] n: see ratify □ Officials 
are seeking full ratification of the agreement. 

ratify ['raetsfai] (yt & yy ratified) vt [agreement, 

treaty, proposal] to accept <sthg> officially by 
signing it. 

rating ['reitirj] « -1. the position held by 
somebody or something on a scale of quality 
or quantity □ His popularity rating has plunged 
since the election. -2. GB a sailor in the British 
navy who is not an officer. 

♦ ratings nyl the lists published in news¬ 
papers which show how many people 
watch or listen to particular television and 
radio programs each week. 

ratio ['reijiou] (yl ratios) « the relationship be¬ 
tween two amounts that is shown by two 
figures □ The ratio of boys to girls is 10 to 8. □ a 

high teacher-to-student ratio. 

ration ['raejn] o n [of food, goods, gas] an 
amount of something that is given to each 
person when there is not much of it, espe¬ 
cially during a war □ Rations have been im¬ 
posed in some areas of the country, o vt [food, 

gas, goods] to limit the amount of <sthg> 
that each person is allowed to have during a 
particular period of time □ We must ration our¬ 
selves to two whiskies. 

♦ rations nyl the amount of food given to a 
soldier, sailor etc for each day. 

rational ['rajnal] adj [behavior, explanation, argu¬ 

ment] that is based on thought using reason 
and logic, not emotions; [person] who can 
think and understand things using reason 
and logic, and is not controlled by their 

emotions □ It's perfectly rational that you should 
feel the way you do. □ Try to be rational about it. 

rationale [.raJVnasl] n the reasons which ex¬ 
plain a belief, system, or action □ / don't 
understand the rationale behind their behavior. 

rationalization [US .rafnala'zeij’n, GB -ai'zeijn] 
n: see rationalize □ Further rationalization may be 
necessary to safeguard the firm's future. 

rationalize, -ise ['rajnalaiz] vt -1. [behavior, de¬ 

cision] to try to justify <sthg> so that it 
seems reasonable; [problem] to try to under¬ 
stand <sthg> in a logical way □ Curtis ration¬ 
alized his spending by saying he was depressed. 
-2. [company, industry] to make <sthg> more 
efficient, especially by reducing the number 
of staff or amount of equipment needed for 
it. 

rationing ['raejniij] n [of food, goods] the system 
of giving people rations of something when 
there is not much of it. 

rat race n a way of life in a city in which 
everybody works all the time doing boring 
jobs in offices and nobody feels happy, re¬ 
laxed, or safe (disapproving use) □ / want to get 
out of the rat race. 

rattle ['rretl] o n -1. [of keys, bottles, an engine] 

a sound made by small hard objects hitting 
each other or the surface of another object 
very quickly a number of times □ the rattle of 
machine-gun fire. -2. [for a baby] a baby’s toy 
with small pieces inside that rattle when it 
is shaken, o vi [bottles, keys, engine] to move 
and make a rattle □ The door rattles when the 
wind blows, o vt -1. [keys, window] to move 
<sthg> so that it rattles. -2. [person] to make 
<sb> feel nervous or uncomfortable □ Ann 
is not easily rattled. 

♦ rattle off vt sey to rattle sthg off [names, 

speech, poem] to say sthg quickly from 
memory □ She rattled off a list of the people she 
wanted to invite. 

♦ rattle on vi to rattle on to talk quickly and 
for a long time about something that is not 
interesting to other people □ He was rattling 
on about his girlfriend or something. 

♦ rattle through vt fus to rattle through sthg 
[work, speech, list] to deal with sthg quickly 
in order to finish it. 

rattler ['ratbr] n US = rattlesnake (informal use). 

rattlesnake ['ratlsneik] rt a poisonous Ameri¬ 
can snake that makes the sound of a rattle 
with the end of its tail. 

ratty ['rati] (comyar rattier, suyerl rattiest) adj 
-1. [person] who becomes annoyed easily (in¬ 
formal use) □ Hugo's always ratty In the morn¬ 
ings. -2. US [sweater, piece of paper] that is in 
bad condition because it has been used a lot 
and is old. 

raucous [’roikas] adj [laughter, behavior, occa¬ 

sion] that is wild, rough, and noisy. 

raunchy fromt/i] (comyar raunchier, suyerl 
raunchiest) adj [singer, movie, dance] that one 
finds sexually exciting. 

ravage ['ravid3] vt to be ravaged by sthg to be 
badly damaged by sthg □ The region has been 
ravaged by war/drought. 



871 
reach 

♦ ravages tipi the ravages of time/war etc the 
damage caused by time/war etc. 

rave [reiv] o vi -1. to rave about or against 
sthg to speak angrily about sthg □ He raved 
about media bias. □ She raved (on) at me for half 
an hour. -2. to rave about sthg to talk or write 
very enthusiastically about sthg □ Every¬ 
body's raving about his latest movie, o adj rave 
reviews newspaper or magazine articles that 
are extremely enthusiastic about a particular 
new movie, book etc □ As expected, the show 
got rave reviews in the press, o n GB a large or¬ 
ganized event that lasts all night, often out¬ 
doors, where young people dance to elec¬ 
tronic music with a fast rhythm and some¬ 
times take drugs. 

raven [’reivn] o adj [hair] black and shiny □ a 
raven-haired woman, o n a large black bird 
that makes a harsh sound. 

ravenous ['raevnas] adj (person, animal) who is 
very hungry □ Is dinner ready? I'm ravenous! 

raver ['reiv3r] n GB a person who goes to raves 
(informal use). 

ravine [rs'vim] n a very deep narrow valley 
with steep sides. 

raving ['reivig] adj a raving lunatic a person 
who is completely crazy. 

♦ ravings npl things that somebody says that 
do not make any sense, because the person 
is crazy or not logical and reasonable □ Don't 
mind what he says — it's just the ravings of a bit¬ 
ter old man. 

ravioli [.rasvi'ouli] n an Italian dish consisting 
of small squares of pasta with a filling of 
meat or cheese, that is usually served in a 
sauce □ We're having ravioli for lunch. 

ravish ['raevij] vt -1. to rape <a woman> (liter¬ 
ary use). -2. to be ravished by sthg [by a view, 

painting] to get great pleasure from sthg that 
one thinks is very beautiful, 

ravishing ['raevijig] adj [person, beauty] that is 
very beautiful and attractive □ You look ravish¬ 
ing. 

raw [rot] adj -1. [vegetable, fish, meat] that has 
not been cooked □ / prefer to eat it raw. -2. 
[sewage, cotton] that is in its natural state 
and has not been treated by a particular 
process. -3. [skin, wound] that is sore and 
sensitive. -4. (recruit, novice] who does not 
have much experience or is not yet trained, 
and is usually young. -5. [weather, wind] that 
is cold and unpleasant. 

raw deal « to get a raw deal to be treated un¬ 
fairly □ Sandra got a really raw deal over that 
promotion business. 

Rawlplug™ ['roilpUg] n GB a small, hollow, 
plastic device that holds a screw tightly in a 
hole. 

raw material « -1. any natural substance, e.g. 
coal or oil, that is used to make something 
after it has been treated in a particular way. 
-2. somebody or something that can be 
changed or developed for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ Her marriage provided her with raw ma¬ 
terial for the novel. 

ray [rei] n -1. [of light, sunshine, heat] a beam of 

light or heat □ This cream will provide protec¬ 
tion from the rays of the sun. -2. a ray of hope/ 
comfort etc a small amount of hope/comfort 
etc that makes a bad situation seem better, 

rayon ['remn] n a smooth material, made of 
cotton, wool, or synthetic fiber, that is used 
to make clothes. 

raze [reiz] vt [building, town, forest] to destroy 
<a place> completely, so that nothing is left 
above the ground □ The house was razed to 
the ground. 

razor ['reizar] n a device containing one or 
more blades that is used for shaving hair 
from one’s skin □ an electric razor □ a dispos¬ 
able razor. " 

razor blade n a thin flat piece of metal with 
very sharp edges that is used in a razor for 
shaving. 

razor-sharp adj -1. [knife, blade, edge) that is 
extremely sharp. -2. [person, mind, wit] that is 
extremely quick and intelligent, 

razzmatazz fraezmataez] « busy and noisy ac¬ 
tivity that is intended to attract attention 
and interest to something (informal use) □ the 
razzmatazz of show business/Hollywood. 

R & B « abbr of rhythm and blues □ an R & B 
singer. 

RBI (abbr of runs batted in) n the total number 
of baseball runs a batter helps another play¬ 
er to make by hitting the ball. 

RC adj abbr of Roman Catholic. 

RCA {abbr of Royal College of Art) « the RCA 
an important art school in London. 

RCAF n abbr of Royal Canadian Air Force. 

RCMP {abbr of Royal Canadian Mounted Police) 
n the RCMP the official name of the Mount- 
ies. 

RCN « -1. {abbr of Royal College of Nursing) 
the RCN a professional association for nurses 
in Britain. -2. abbr of Royal Canadian Navy. 

Rd abbr of Road. 

R & D n abbr of research and development. 

RE n -1. {abbr of religious education) religion 
taught as a subject in schools in Britain. 
-2. {abbr of Royal Engineers) the RE the de¬ 
partment of the British army responsible for 
building bridges, fortifications etc. 

re [ri:] prep with reference to <sthg> (formal 
use) □ He your letter of June 6th □ Re: job ap¬ 
plication. 

re- prefix added to words to show that some¬ 
thing is done again □ re-evaluation. 

reach [ri:tJ] o vf -1. [destination, country] to ar¬ 
rive at <a place> □ We reached L.A. just before 
midnight. -2. [object, shelf] to succeed in 
touching, taking etc <sthg> by stretching 
one’s arm toward it □ Do you think you can 
reach it without a ladder? -3. [person] to contact 
<sb>, usually by telephone □ You can always 
reach me at this number, a Where can / reach 
you this evening? -4. [height, speed, age] to be 
as high, big, fast etc as <a particular level>; 
[stage, situation] to get to <a point> as a re¬ 
sult of what has happened □ The water 
reached the edge of the bath. □ Inflation has 
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reached record levels. -5. [decision, agreement] 
to succeed in achieving <sthg> after some 
time and effort □ There is still hope that the del¬ 
egates may reach a compromise, 
o vi -1. [person, arm, hand] to stretch out in a 
particular direction to do something or to 
get something □ He reached across the table for 
the salt. □ / reached down to pick up the papers. 
-2. [land] to extend to a particular place □ The 
fields reach all the way down to the river: 
o n [of a person] the distance to which some¬ 
body can stretch a part of their body, espe¬ 
cially their arm □ He had an unusually long 
reach for such a short man. ■ to be within reach 
[object] to be close enough to be touched; 
[place] to be close enough to travel to in a 
short time □ The shelf was just within (my) 
reach. □ The airport is within easy reach of the 
city center. ■ to be out of or beyond sb's reach 
[object] to be too far away to be touched; 
[place] to be too far away to be traveled to 
in a short time □ The switch was just out of my 
reach. □ That area of the coastline is beyond our 
reach. 

♦ reaches npl the part of a region or a river 
that is in a particular place □ the lower 
reaches of the Potomac. 

reachable ['riitjabl] adj [place] that can be 
reached in a particular way; [person] who 
can be contacted in a particular way □ Is it 
reachable by boat? □ He's reachable at the follow¬ 
ing number. 

react [ri'aekt] vi -1. to behave in a particular 
way because of something that has been 
done or said □ How did he react to your 
suggestion/offer/accusations? □ Matt didn't react 
very well when I told him. -2. to react against 
sthg to behave deliberately in a way that is 
opposite to or different from sthg □ It was 
his way of reacting against his Catholic upbring¬ 
ing. -3. to react with sthg [substance] to 
change chemically when it is mixed with 
sthg □ The acid reacts with the metal. -4. to re¬ 
act to sthg [to a drug, substance] to be affected 
in a particular way or made ill by sthg □ She 
reacted very badly to the anesthetic. 

reaction [ri'aekjn] « -1. [to a suggestion, event, 

statement] the way in which somebody re¬ 
acts to something that has been done or 
said □ What was their reaction to the news? 
-2. [against the past] something that one does 
or thinks that is deliberately different from 
or opposed to what has happened before □ 
This was seen as a reaction against the material¬ 
ism of their parents' generation. -3. POLmcs the 
strong belief that there should be no politi¬ 
cal or social change (disapproving use) □ the 
forces of reaction. -4. chemistry the way in 
which two substances combine chemically 
to have a particular effect □ a chemical reac¬ 
tion. -5. medicine the unpleasant effects of a 
drug, substance etc on a patient □ / had a re¬ 
action to the penicillin. 

♦ reactions npl the speed with which one 
can move one’s body to react to a particular 
action or situation, especially when one is in 
danger or during a game □ Too much drink can 
slow down your reactions. 

reactionary [US n'aekjaneri, GB -ari] (disapprov¬ 
ing use) o n a person who is opposed to po¬ 
litical or social change, o adj [person, govern¬ 

ment, politics] reactionary forces within society. 

reactivate [ri'aektiveit] vt [system, machine] to 
make <sthg> start working again, 

reactor [ri'aekt3r] n = nuclear reactor, 

read [ri:d] {pt & pp read [red]) o vt -1. [book, 

word, music] to look at and understand <sthg 
written in words or symbols>; to say aloud 
the words and symbols of <sthg> so that 
other people can hear □ Sarah sat reading the 

, newspaper. □ / can't read her writing. □ Have you 
read the piece in the New York Times? -2. 
to show <a particular message, figure, or 
amount> in the form of words or symbols □ 
The sign read 'Trespassers will be prosecuted.' 
-3. [mood, thoughts, events] to understand and 
interpret <sthg> in a particular way □ / 
thought you read the situation very well. -4. 
[clock, meter, gauge] to look at <a device> 
and record the measurement or amount that 
it shows. -5. GB education [law, languages, phi¬ 

losophy] to study <a subject> at university, 
o vi -1. [person] to read a book, magazine 
etc □ Sh! I'm reading! □ Last night, I read to my 
daughter. -2. [book, letter] to be written in a 
particular way □ It reads wellAtadly. 
o n to be a good read [novel, story] to be very 
enjoyable to read. 

♦ read into vt sep to read sthg into sthg [into a 
decision, comment] to think that sthg is one 
of the meanings, causes etc of sthg else □ / 
wouldn't try to read too much into what she says. 

♦ read out vt sep to read sthg out [letter, story, 
news] to read sthg aloud so that other peo¬ 
ple can hear it □ Could you read it out for us? 

♦ read up on vt fits to read up on sthg to read 
a lot about sthg in order to know it well □ 
I've been reading up on Mexican history before 
my trip. 

readable [’riidobl] adj -1. [book, article] that is 
pleasant and easy to read □ She has a very 
readable style. -2. computing [disk] that can be 
scanned and copied from. 

readdress [,ri:a'dres] vt [letter, package] to write 
a new address on <sthg> so that it can be 
delivered to the correct place. 

reader ['ri:dar] n -1. a person who reads often, 
especially as a hobby. -2. [of a book, maga¬ 
zine, newspaper] a person who reads a par¬ 
ticular publication □ a special offer for our 
readers. 

readership ['riidaffip] « [of a book, newspaper, 
magazine] all the people who buy and read a 
particular publication □ The Glasgow Times 
has a readership of 50,000. 

readily [‘redili] adv -1. [accept, agree] willingly. 
-2. to be readily available/understood etc to 
be easy to get/understand etc quickly, 

readiness ['redinas] n -1. the state of being 
prepared for something □ We waited in readi¬ 
ness for the next attack. -2. a willingness to do 
something □ Her readiness to help was much 
appreciated. 

reading ['riidrij] n -1. the activity of reading □ 
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I've got some reading to do. -2. written or 
printed material that can be read □ This 
makes interesting reading. -3. [for a group of peo¬ 

ple] an event where a text is read aloud for 
other people to hear; a text, especially one 
from the Bible, that is chosen to be read out 
loud □ We went to a poetry reading last night. □ 
a reading from the Gospel. -4. [from a gauge, 

meter] a measurement that is shown by a 
gauge, thermometer etc □ We need to take a 
light reading first. -5. POLrncs a stage in the 
passage of a bill before it is passed. 

reading lamp, reading light n a lamp whose 
light can be pointed toward the thing that 
one is reading or writing. 

reading room n a room in a library or large 
house where people can sit and read. 

readjust [,ri:a'd3Ast] o vf [policy, mirror, mecha¬ 

nism] to change <sthg> in order to make it 
work better, o vi [person] to become used to 
something again after being away from it or 
in different circumstances □ On her return, she 
found it hard to readjust to village life. 

readmit [,ri:ad'mit] vt [customer, member] to al¬ 
low <sb> back into a place such as a bar or 
nightclub; [patient] to bring <sb> back into 
hospital for more treatment, tests etc. 

read-only memory n —► ROM. 

readout f'riidaut] n the printed information 
that comes out of a computer. 

read-through f'ri:d-] n the act of reading 
something quickly to get an idea of its sub¬ 
ject, style etc. 

ready ['redi] (pt & pp readied) o adj -1. to be 
ready [person, meal] to be prepared or fin¬ 
ished □ When will the tunnel be ready? □ Are 
you ready to go through with it? □ I'm afraid the 
prints still aren't ready for collection, m to get 
ready to prepare oneself for something □ It 
takes him hours to get ready, m to get sb/sthg 
ready to prepare sb/sthg □ I'll have your dinner 
ready for you. □ I'm just getting the kids ready for 
school. -2. to be ready to do sthg to be will¬ 
ing to do sthg □ They were more than ready to 
help. -3. to be ready for sthg [for a drink, break] 

to need sthg □ I'm ready for bed after all that 
walking. -4. to be ready to do sthg [to explode, 

collapse, cry] to be likely to do sthg □ / was 
ready to scream with frustration. -5. [smile, an¬ 

swer, wit] that one can produce easily o 

You're always ready with an excuse, aren't you? 
o vt [system, machine, organization] to prepare 
<sthg> for a particular purpose. 

ready cash n money in the form of coins or 
bills that can be used immediately, rather 
than credit cards, checks etc. 

ready-made adj -1. [product, clothing] that can 
be used immediately and needs no extra 
preparation. -2. [reply, excuse] that is very 
useful in a particular situation. 

ready money n = ready cash. 

ready-to-wear adj [clothing, garment] that can 
be worn without any extra work being done 
on it. 

reaffirm [,ri:3'f3:rm] vt [commitment, opposition, 

 reality 

principles] to state <sthg> again in order to 
make it clearer. 

reafforestation [.rimfDra'steifn] n GB = refores¬ 
tation. 

Reaganomics [.reigan'Dmiks] « the economic 
policies of the USA when Ronald Reagan 
was president, from 1981 to 1989. 

real [rial] o adj -1. [leather, gold, chocolate] that 
is what it seems to be and is not an imita¬ 
tion □ This diamond on my finger is the real 
thing! q made with real apricots. -2. [nature, per¬ 

son, country] that is the most important part 
of a person, place, or thing □ / want to get to 
know the real Spain/you. -3. [job, feeling] that is 
serious and important □ Stanley's drinking is 
becoming a real problem. -4. [danger, life, pos¬ 

sibility] that exists or is true and is not some- 
thing that people only think is true or exists 
□ Jones" is not her real name, of course. □ 
There's a very real risk of this happening. -5. in 
real terms economics a phrase used to talk 
about the value of a sum of money after the 
effect of inflation has been considered □ 
Salaries have fallen by 25% in real terms since 
1979. -6. a word used to emphasize a de¬ 
scription or statement □ He's a real pain I 
o adv US very (informal use) □ This cake is real 
good. □ It was real good to see you. 

♦ for real adj & adv a phrase used to empha¬ 
size that something is serious and is what it 
seems to be, rather than an imitation, joke 
etc (informal use) □ This time it's for real. 

real ale n GB beer made using traditional 
methods. 

real estate n property in the form of land 
and houses. 

real estate agency h us a company that sells 
or rents houses and apartments for the 
owners. 

real estate agent n us a person who works 
in a real estate agency. 

realign [.riia'lainj vt -1. politics [party, forces] to 
arrange <a group> in a new way. -2. auto 
to arrange <the brakes> of a vehicle so that 
they work better together, 

realignment [.riia'lainmant] n: see realign. 

realism [’riializm] n: see realistic □ the stark real¬ 
ism of the book. 

realist I'rkatast] n a person who is realistic, 

realistic L.riis'listik] adj -1. [person] who under¬ 
stands and accepts things as they are and 
deals with situations in a sensible way □ We 
have to be realistic about our chances of success. 
-2. [painting, movie, effect] that is convincing 
because it looks very similar to what it rep¬ 
resents. 

realistically f.riia'listikli] adv -1. [consider, think] 
in a way that shows one is realistic. 
-2. [paint, portray] see realistic. -3. a word used 
to talk about something in a way that 
shows one accepts things as they really are, 
even if this is hard □ Realistically, how much 
hope is there? 

reality [rii'aebti] (pi realities) n -1. the quality 
or state of being real and true □ Our dreams 
had become reality. ■ in reality a phrase used 
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to correct or contrast the truth with some¬ 
thing that only seems true; a phrase used to 
talk about real life when this is different 
from what happens in stories, dreams etc □ 
He seemed sad, although in reality he felt re¬ 
lieved. □ / can't imagine such things happening in 
reality. -2. the truth of a situation, especially 
when it is unpleasant or not wanted □ When 
are you going to face up to reality? □ The reality is 
that you knew about Corby's plans all the time. 
-3. a situation that actually exists □ The real¬ 
ity was much worse than anything I'd imagined. □ 
life's harsh realities. 

realization [US .rimls'zeij'n, GB -ai'zeijn] n: see 
realize □ I came to the sudden realization that I 
would never see Tomas again. 

realize, -ise ['riialaiz] vt -1. [fact, implications, 
significance] to notice and understand 
<sthg>, often when one did not know 
about it before □ I didn't realize (that) you were 
married. □ Do you realize the seriousness of the 
situation? □ / hope you realize what you're letting 
yourself in for. -2. [ambition, aim, hope] to suc¬ 
ceed in achieving <sthg that one wanted> □ 
Her dream of seeing the Caribbean again was 
finally realized. -3. [amount, profit] to get <a 
sum of money> by selling something □ We 
realized a large profit from the sale. 

reallocate [.rir’aelskert] vt [funds, money, aid! to 
use <resources> for a different purpose from 
the one originally intended, 

really ['rush] o adv -1. a word used to em¬ 
phasize what is being said □ / really should call 
them. □ The weather's been really horrible today. 
□ That's a really good idea. -2. a word used to 
emphasize the truth, especially when this is 
different from what seems to be true □ He 
claims to have lost it, but really he's hidden it. □ 
What's she really like? -3. a word used to em¬ 
phasize that one is telling the truth □ / like it, 
really I do. □ Do you really think he'll be able to 
get us tickets? -4. a word used in negative 
statements to make them less strong and 
avoid being rude □ / don't really agree with you 
on that. □ I'm not really sure that's a good idea, 
o excl -1. a word used to show that one is 
not certain about something or does not be¬ 
lieve it □ Really? Are you sure? -2. a word 
used to show that one is interested or sur¬ 
prised □ Really? Who'd have thought it! -3. a 
word used to show that one disapproves of 
something or is annoyed □ Really! How rude 
can you get! 

realm [relm] n -1. [of science, imagination] an 
area of study, thought, or interest. □ It was a 
scene beyond the realms of fantasy. -2. a coun¬ 
try that is ruled by a king or queen, 

real-time adj computing [processing, programing] 
that is almost immediate, 

realtor ['tiislts1) n US a person who sells real 
estate. 

ream [ri:m] n -1. US 500 sheets of paper. -2. 
GB 480 sheets of paper. 

♦ reams npl a large amount of written ma¬ 
terial □ She's written reams of notes. 

reap [ri:p] vt -1. [corn, wheat] to cut and gather 
<a crop>. -2. to reap the benefits/rewards etc 

to get the benefits/rewards etc of one’s hard 
work or planning □ This year DNF looks set to 
reap the benefits of an aggressive marketing cam¬ 
paign. 

reappear [,ri:3'pi3r] vi to appear again, 

reappearance [.rim'piarans] n: see reappear, 

reapply [.rim'plai] (jzt & py reapplied) vi to ap¬ 
ply for a job, place on a course etc again, 

reappraisal [.riia'preizl] n: see reappraise, 

reappraise [.rita'preiz] vt [ideas, policy, situation] 
to consider <sthg> carefully again to decide 
whether to change it. 

rear [ri3r] o adj [door, wheel, window] that is at 
the back of something or behind it. o « 
-1. [of a building, vehicle] the back of some¬ 
thing □ / was standing at the rear of the house. 
■ to bring up the rear to be the last person in 
a moving line of people □ You go first and I'll 
bring up the rear. -2. [of a person] one’s but¬ 
tocks (polite or humorous use), o vt -1. to take 
care of <a child, plant, or animal> until it is 
fully grown □ They rear horses in Texas. -2. to 
rear its ugly head to appear (disapproving use) 
□ Racism has reared its ugly head again, o vi to 
rear (up) [horse] to stand on its back legs. 

rear admiral n an officer in the navy, ranked 
below a vice admiral. 

rearguard action [’ri3rga:rd-] n -1. military the 
protection of an army when it is retreating 
by the group of soldiers at the back. -2. 
resistance against something that is happen¬ 
ing, when it is probably too late, 

rear light tt the light at the back of a vehicle, 

rearm [ri:'a:rm] o vf [country, army, troops] to 
provide <sb> with new or better military 
weapons to prepare them for fighting, 
usually after a period of peace. O vi [country, 
army, troops] There are reports that the guerillas 
are rearming. 

rearmament [rii'aitnamant] tv. see rearm, 

rearmost ['riatnoust] adj [seat, car] that is 
nearest to the back part of something, 

rearrange [,ri:3‘reind3] vr -1. [room, furniture] to 
arrange <sthg> differently □ / see you've re¬ 
arranged things to make the room look bigger. -2. 
[appointment, meeting] to arrange for <sthg> 
to happen at a different time or date □ If you 
can’t make 3pm we may have to rearrange 
it for another day. 

rearrangement [,ri:3'reind3m3nt] tv. see rear¬ 
range. 

rearview mirror ['ri3rvju:-] tt the mirror inside 
a car which makes it possible for one to see 
traffic behind while one is driving, 

reason ['riizn] o n -1. the cause of something, 
or the explanation or excuse for something 
□ What was your reason for thinking that? □ Give 
me one good reason why I should trust you. □ 
"Why do you ask?” — "Oh, no reason." □ She 
was upset, and with (good) reason. □ We have 
reason to believe there was a racist motive be¬ 
hind the attack. ■ by reason of because of □ 
The Treasurer was invited by reason of his office. 
■ for some reason for a reason that is not 
clear □ For some reason she didn't seem to want 
to talk to me. -2. the ability to think sensibly 
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and make judgments □ His behavior defies all 
reason, m to listen to reason to accept the ad¬ 
vice of somebody who is being more rea¬ 
sonable □ I've tried telling him, but he just won't 
listen to reason, u it stands to reason it is obvi¬ 
ous, because it is a logical result of some¬ 
thing □ It stands to reason that she'd say that, 
doesn't it? 

O vt to reason (that)... to think or say that 
something must be true if one considers all 
the facts □ Bianca reasoned that it would be 
cheaper to rent a car. 

O vi to use one’s ability to think sensibly 
and make judgments. 

♦ reason with vf fus to reason with sb to try 
calmly to persuade sb to do something or to 
agree to something that one thinks is sen¬ 
sible □ It's no use, you can't reason with him. 

reasonable ['riiznabl] adj -1. (person, behavior, 

attitude] that is sensible and fair □ Come on, 
be reasonable, she only asked if she could borrow 
it! -2. (quality, price] that is good enough to be 
acceptable □ There's a very reasonable restau¬ 
rant nearby. -3. [amount, number] that is fairly 
large o / think a reasonable number of people will 
be interested. 

reasonably [ ri.-znabli] odv -1. reasonably large/ 
well etc fairly large/well etc a He's a reasonably 
good pianist. -2. [behave, think] sensibly and 
fairly □ You can't reasonably expect them to pay 
more. □ a reasonably priced meal. 

reasoned ['rirznd] adj [argument, explanation] 

that is based on sensible thought and judg¬ 
ment. 

reasoning friiznir)] « the process of thought 
that one uses to come to a particular deci¬ 
sion or conclusion □ What's the reasoning be¬ 
hind that decision? 

reassemble [.rira'sembl] o vt -1. to put <a ma¬ 
chine, piece of equipment etc back togeth¬ 
er again. -2. to gather <people> together 
again, o vi [people, troops, meeting] Let's reas¬ 
semble at five o'clock. 

reassess [,ri:a'ses] vt [opinion, position, situation] 

to consider <sthg> again in order to decide 
whether change is needed, 

reassessment brus'sesmant] n: see reassess □ 
Now is the time for a reassessment of our aims. 

reassurance briia'/uarans] n -1. words spoken 
to reassure somebody □ It is normal for the 
child to seek reassurance from its parents. -2. an 
unofficial promise □ They wanted a reassur¬ 
ance that the bill would be paid. 

reassure [lri:a'J"uar] vt to make <sb> less wor¬ 
ried or frightened about something □ / re¬ 
assured him that everything would be all right. 

reassuring f.riis'Joarrrj] adj [person, look, smile] 

that makes one feel less worried or fright¬ 
ened. 

reawaken [.rira'weikan] vt [concern, interest, 

feelings] to make people think about or feel 
<sthg> again. 

rebate f'riibeit] n an amount of money that is 
paid back to somebody because they have 
paid more than necessary □ a rent/tax rebate. 

rebel [n 'rebl, vb n'bel] (pt & pp rebelled, cont 

rebelling) o n -1. military a person who 
fights against their own government in or¬ 
der to change the political system. -2. a per¬ 
son who behaves differently from other 
people and seems to be opposed to author¬ 
ity, their parents, or society, o vi -1. military 

to fight against one’s own government in 
order to change the political system. -2. to 
behave differendy from one’s family or soci¬ 
ety as a sign that one disagrees with their 
beliefs and values □ She rebelled against her 
strict religious upbringing. 

rebellion [ri'belian] n an act of rebelling □ The 
army was called in to put down the rebellion. □ 
It's a simple case of teenage rebellion. 

rebellious [ri’belias] adj [army, person] that re¬ 
bels □ She's going through a rebellious phase. 

rebirth [,ri:'b3:r0] n [of a nation, movement, or¬ 
ganization] a process or period of developing 
into something new and better, 

reboot [.rii'burt] o vt to start <a computer> 
again, usually because something has gone 
wrong with the way it is working, o vi: 
Press this key to reboot. 

rebound [n 'riibaund, vb ri'baund] o n on the 
rebound while the ball is bouncing back; 
while somebody is still recovering from 
something very upsetting, especially the 
ending of a love affair □ She caught the ball on 
the rebound. □ He met and married her on the re¬ 
bound. o vi -1. [ball] to bounce back □ The 
cork rebounded off the ceiling. -2. to rebound on 
or upon sb [action, behavior, situation] to have a 
bad effect on sb. 

rebuff [ri'bAf] o vt [person, offer, suggestion] to 
reject <sb/sthg> in an unkind or rude way. 
o n the act of rebuffing somebody or some¬ 
thing □ Her offer was met with a rebuff. 

rebuild [rn'bild] (pt & pp rebuilt [-'bilt]) vf [build¬ 
ing, political party, confidence] to develop <sthg> 
again, usually after damage, destruction, or 
a crisis. 

rebuke [ri'bjuik] o vf to speak angrily to <sb> 
and criticize them for doing something 
wrong □ The army was rebuked for its treatment 
of the refugees, o n: a stem rebuke. 

rebut [ri'bAt] (pt & pp rebutted, cont rebutting) 
vf [charge, criticism, claim] to say that <sthg> 
is not true or justified. 

rebuttal [ri'bAtl] n a statement that rebuts 
something, 

rec abbr of received. 

recalcitrant [ri'kaelsitrant] adj [person] who is 
stubborn, disobedient, and uncooperative, 

recall [ri'karl] o n -1. the ability to remember 
things □ She had a few hazy memories, but 
most of the events of that day were beyond re¬ 
call. -2. to be beyond recall to be impossible 
to change back to the way it was in the 
past, o vf -1. [fact, occasion, name] to remem¬ 
ber <sb/sthg> □ Yes, I recall writing to them. □ 
Do you recall when it was? -2. [ambassador, 
troops] to order <sb> to return from some¬ 
where. 

recant [ri'kaent] o vf [statement, religion, opinion] 
to say in public that one has stopped believ- 
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ing in <sthg>. o vi: Galileo recanted under 
threat of torture. 

recap ['riikasp] (ft & recapped, cont recap¬ 
ping) o n (of a statement, argument] a sum¬ 
mary of something, o vt -1. to repeat <the 
main points of an argument, statement> etc. 
-2. US to put a new outer surface on <a 
tiro, o vi (informal use) Just to recap, here are 
the main points. 

recapitulate [.rirks'pitjoleit] o vt to repeat 
<the main points of an argument, state¬ 
ment etc. o vi: So, let me recapitulate for 
those of you who arrived late. 

recapture [rk'kaeptJV] o vt -1. [town, area] to 
capture <a place> again by attacking the 
people who hold it. -2. [lion, prisoner] to cap¬ 
ture <a person or animal> after they have 
escaped. -3. [mood, romance, atmosphere] to 
have or create <a feeling or quality from the 
past again □ The movie manages to recapture 
the confusion and chaos of the period, o n: We 
are receiving reports of the recapture of Gorazde. 

reed, rec'd abbr of received, 

recede [ri'skd] vi -1. [person, coastline, car] to 
move, or appear to move into the distance 
until one can no longer see it □ The car's 
lights receded into the distance. -2. [hope, dan¬ 
ger, chance] to decrease. -3. [hair] to gradually 
stop growing at the front of one’s head □ 
John's hair is receding. 

receding [ri'siidirj] adj [chin, forehead] that 
slopes backward. 

receipt [ri'snt] n -1. a piece of paper that 
proves that money or goods have been re¬ 
ceived □ 'Refunds only available with a receipt.' 
-2. the act of receiving something □ / ac¬ 
knowledge receipt of the letter. □ Your order will 
be sent on receipt of payment. 

♦ receipts npl the money spent by people in 
a store, theater, cinema, at a sporting event 
etc □ Last week we took $6,000 in receipts. 

receivable [ri'skvabl] adj [bill, debt] that re¬ 
quires money to be paid, 

receive [ri'skv] o vt -1. [money, gift, attention] 
to be given <sthg> □ The matter will receive 
my fullest consideration. -2. [letter, phone call] to 
be contacted by somebody using <sthg>. ■ 
to receive news of sb/sthg to be contacted by 
somebody who tells one how sb/sthg is pro¬ 
gressing. -3. [criticism, injury, setback] to ex¬ 
perience <sthg> □ The author has received a 
number of death threats. -4. [visitor, guest, new 
member] to welcome <sb>. -5. to be well/ 
badly received [person, play, news] to get a 
good/bad reaction, o vi sport to be the play¬ 
er in a game of tennis who must hit the ball 
back after it has been served, 

receiver [ri'si:vsr] n -1. [of a telephone] the part 
of a telephone that one holds near one’s ear 
and speaks into □ He said "Goodbye" and put 
the receiver down. -2. radio & tv a radio or 
television set (technical use). -3. [of stolen prop¬ 
erty] a person who buys and sells stolen 
property □ a receiver of stolen goods. -4. 
finance the person who officially deals with 
the affairs and finances of a bankrupt person 
or company □ They brought the receivers in. 

receivership [n'si;v3rJ'ip] « to go into receiver¬ 
ship [company, business] to become bankrupt 
and be put in the charge of receivers. 

receiving end [ri'sirvirj-] n to be on the receiv¬ 
ing end of sthg [of complaints, violence, some¬ 

body's anger] to experience sthg unpleasant. 

recent [’riisnt] adj [edition, development, past] 

that happened or started to exist a short 
time ago □ All these events are relatively recent. 

recently [’riisntli] odv [happen, begin, appear] a 
short time ago or during the period that 
started a short time ago and continued until 
now □ / spoke to him recently. □ Recently, I've 
been wondering the same thing. □ The mistake 
wasn't discovered until recently. 

receptacle [n'septokl] « a container for putting 
or keeping things in (formal use). 

reception [ri'sepjn] « -1. GB [in a hotel, office] 

the area in a hotel, office, hospital etc where 
visitors go first when they arrive, and where 
there is usually a desk and somebody to 
deal with them □ On arrival, please report to re¬ 
ception. □ For further details, ask at reception. □ 
reception staff. -2. [for a celebration, welcome] a 
formal party held to welcome a particular 
group of people, or to celebrate a particular 
event □ We went to their wedding reception. 
-3. [to a speech, movie, visitor] the way that 
people react to somebody or something □ 
The play got a cool reception from the critics. 
-4. [of a radio, television] the quality of the pic¬ 
ture or sound that one gets from a television 
or radio □ You'll get better reception if you ad¬ 
just the aerial. 

reception centre « gb a place where home¬ 
less people can live for a short time. 

reception class n GB the first class in a pri¬ 
mary school. 

reception desk n the desk where a reception¬ 
ist sits. 

receptionist [ri'sepjnast] « a person who 
works in a hotel, office etc, and who ar¬ 
ranges appointments and reservations, an¬ 
swers the telephone, and deals with people 
when they arrive. 

reception room n gb a room in a house 
where people can sit together to eat, talk, 
watch television etc. 

receptive [n'septiv] adj [person, audience] that 
is ready to consider and accept an idea, 
opinion etc □ John was very receptive to my 
proposal. 

receptiveness [ri'septivnas] tv. see receptive. 

recess ['ruses] « -1. [of a room] a part of a 
room that is formed when one part of a 
wall is built further back than the rest. 
-2. the recesses of sb's mind/memory etc the 
parts of sb’s mind/memory etc that are un¬ 
clear or hidden. -3. US education a break be¬ 
tween classes at an elementary school. -4. 
politics & law a period when a legislature, 
committee, court etc stops working for a va¬ 
cation □ We'll resume this discussion after the 
Easter recess. 

recessed ['riisest] adj [window, lighting] that is 
set into a wall or ceiling. 
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recession [ri'sefn] n a period when the indus¬ 
try of a country produces and sells less, the 
economy is not growing, and more people 
are becoming unemployed □ House prices 
tend to go down during a recession. 

recessive [ri'sesiv] adj biology [characteristic, 
gene] that only appears in the child if it is in 
the genes of both parents. 

recharge [ri:'tfu:rd3] vt to put electricity back 
into <a battery that has been used>, by 
using a special piece of equipment, 

rechargeable [1ri:'tfa:rd33bl] adj [battery] that 
can be recharged and used again. 

recipe ['resspi] n -1. cooking a list of ingredi¬ 
ents and instructions for preparing and 
cooking a particular food or dish □ You must 
give me your recipe for tomato soup. □ a recipe 
book. -2. to be a recipe for sthg to be likely 
to cause sthg to happen □ Introducing those 
two was a recipe for disaster! 

recipient [ri'sipiant] « [of a letter, award, check] 
a person who receives something, 

reciprocal [ri'siprakl] adj [arrangement, agree¬ 
ment, gesture] in which one does or gives 
something to somebody, because that per¬ 
son did or gave something similar to one. 

reciprocate [ri'siprakeit] o vi to do the same 
thing to somebody else as they have done 
to oneself, or have the same feeling toward 
them as they have for oneself □ He smiled at 
me and I reciprocated. □ I'd like to reciprocate in 
some way. o vt [invitation, generosity] / felt I 
should reciprocate her kindness toward me. 

recital [ri'saitl] n a performance of poetry, 
music etc, usually by one person □ an organ 
recital. 

recitation [.resi'teijn] n [of a poem, piece of writ¬ 
ing] see recite. 

recite [n'sait] vt -1. [poem, piece of writing] to 
say <sthg> out loud, usually from memory. 
-2. [list, facts, details] to say <sthg> out loud 
□ She recited all the reasons why they couldn't 
come. 

reckless ['reklas] adj [person, behavior] that 
shows little or no concern about a possible 
dangerous result of an action □ He's been 
charged with reckless driving. 

recklessness [’reklasnss] n: see reckless, 

reckon ['rekan] vf -1. to reckon (that)... to think 
that something is true □ They reckon (thatI it's 
going to rain later. □ / reckon he's crazy. □ "Is this 
our room?" — "/ reckon so. " -2. to be reckoned 
to be sthg to be judged or considered to be 
sthg □ He was reckoned to be too drunk. □ It's 
reckoned to be the most expensive trial in history. 
-3. to reckon to do sthg to expect to do sthg 
□ They reckon to earn five grand. -4. [amount, 
time, cost] to calculate <sthg> (formal use). 

♦ reckon on vt fus to reckon on sthg to expect 
sthg and assume it will happen □ He had 
reckoned on my help. □ They reckon on getting 
government funds. 

♦ reckon with vt fus -1. to reckon with sthg to 
expect sthg □ She clearly hadn't reckoned with 
such strong resistance. -2. to have to reckon 
with sb/sthg to have to deal with sb/sthg 

that may make things difficult □ Do it, or 
you II have me to reckon with. □ Her performance 
shows she's still a force to be reckoned with. 

♦ reckon without vt fus to reckon without 
sthg not to expect sthg □ He'd reckoned with¬ 
out them saying "no". 

reckoning ['rekanig] « -1. by sb's reckoning ac¬ 
cording to sb’s rough calculations □ He's 25 
minutes late, by my reckoning. -2. a day of reck¬ 
oning the time when somebody’s past mis¬ 
takes are punished or when the bad results 
of their past actions are noticed, 

reclaim [ri'kleim] vt -1. [luggage, money] to get 
back cone’s property> by asking for it. -2. 
[desert, marsh] to make changes to can area 
of land> so that it cam be used. 

reclamation [.rekla'meijn] n [of a desert, marsh] 

see reclaim □ a land reclamation project. 

recline [ri'klain] vi [person, seat] to lie back in a 
relaxed way □ Hank was reclining in his arm¬ 
chair. 

reclining [ri'klamig] adj [chair, seat] that can be 
moved into a position that allows one to lie 
on it. 

recluse [us 'rekluis, GB ri'kluis] n a person who 
lives alone and avoids other people, 

reclusive [us 'rekluisiv, GB ri'kluisiv] adj [per¬ 

son, writer] who is a recluse, 

recognition firekag'nifn] « -1. [of a person, face, 

voice] the act of recognizing somebody or 
something □ 4s / approached, she gave no sign 
of recognition. ■ to change beyond or out of all 
recognition to change so much that people 
can no longer recognize one □ / can't believe 
it! You've changed beyond all recognition! -2. [of 

a fact, problem, contribution] the act of show¬ 
ing that one thinks something is true, valu¬ 
able etc □ Her books have not received the 
recognition they deserve. □ He was presented 
with the trophy in recognition of his outstanding 
achievement. 

recognizable ['rekagnaizabl] adj [person, prob¬ 

lem, symptom] that can be recognized, 

recognize, -ise ['rekagnaiz] vt -1. [face, voice, 

sign] to know who or what <sb/sthg> is be¬ 
cause one can remember them from before 
□ Sorry, I didn't recognize you! □ / recognized him 
as Mr Cooke, Milly's husband. -2. [fact, truth, 

problem] to agree that <sthg> exists; [contribu¬ 

tion, achievement] to accept that <sthg> is 
useful, valuable etc □ We recognize (that) there 
is a need for change. □ Her contribution to British 
science has never been recognized. -3. [country, 

government, qualification] to show that one of¬ 
ficially accepts <sthg> as valid □ It was some 
time before the breakaway republic was rec¬ 
ognized as an independent state. 

recoil [vb ri'kail, n 'riikoil] o vi -1. to move 
back suddenly and away from something 
that is unpleasant □ He recoiled at the sight. □ 
She recoiled in fear/disgust. -2. to have an im¬ 
mediate dislike or fear of something □ He re¬ 
coiled at the thought, o n the quick backward 
movement of a gun or part of a gun when it 
is fired. 

recollect [.reka'lekt] vt (person, name, time] to 
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remember <sb/sthg> □ / don't recollect ever 
having met him. 

recollection [.reka'lekfn] n the act of remem¬ 
bering somebody or something; something 
that one remembers from the past □ / have 
no recollection of such a name. 

recommence [,ri:ka'mens] o vt [meeting, talks] 

to start <sthg> again, o vi [meeting, talks! Ne¬ 
gotiations recommenced last night. 

recommend [.reka'mend] vt to suggest to 
somebody that <sb/sthg> is good or suitable 
for a particular purpose □ Can you recommend 
a good hotel/electrician to me? □ This restaurant 
was recommended to me. □ / recommend Ithat) 
you go there in May. 

recommendation [.reksmen'deij'n] n the act of 
recommending somebody or something; 
something that is recommended □ She was 
offered the job on the recommendation of Profes¬ 
sor Wilkes. □ None of the recommendations 
made by the committee has been implemented 
yet. 

recommended retail price breksmendsd-J n 
the standard price of an item for stile as rec¬ 
ommended by the manufacturer to the re¬ 
tailer. 

recompense ['reksmpens] o n recompense for 
sthg [for damage, a loss] money given to 
somebody as a way of showing one is sorry 
or grateful for sthg. o vt to recompense sb 
for sthg [for damage, a loss] to give a recom¬ 
pense to sb because of sthg. 

reconcile 1'rekansail] vt -1. [beliefs, ideas] to 
find a way in which <two things that are 
opposed to each other> are no longer op¬ 
posed □ How do you reconcile wearing leather 
shoes with being vegetarian? -2. to make <two 
people, countries> etc friendly with each 
other again after a disagreement. ■ to be rec¬ 
onciled with sb to be friendly with sb again 
after a disagreement. -3. to reconcile oneself 
to sthg [to a fact, one's fate] to accept sthg un¬ 
pleasant, because one cannot change it □ I'm 
not quite reconciled to the idea of spending two 
weeks with Walter. 

reconciliation frekansili'eijn] n: see reconcile □ 
Is there any hope of a reconciliation between 
them? 

recondite ['reksndait] adj [idea, knowledge, sub¬ 

ject] that not many people know about or 
understand (formal use). 

reconditioned [.riikan'dijnd] adj [engine, ma¬ 

chine] that has had its old parts repaired or 
replaced so that it works better. 

reconnaissance [ri'kDnssns] n the process of 
sending soldiers, planes etc into an area to 
get military information about one’s enemy 
or about the geography of the area □ a recon¬ 
naissance mission. 

reconnect [.riiks'nekt] vt [electricity supply, tele¬ 

phone line] to connect <sthg> again to a 
building, house etc. 

reconnoiter [.rfika'noitar] us, reconnoitre [,rek- 
a'noits] GB o vt [area, site] to carry out a re¬ 
connaissance of <a places-, o vi [troops, police] 

The aircraft will reconnoiter tomorrow. 

reconsider [,ri:k3n'sid3r] o vt [decision, situation, 
position] to think about <sthg> again, e.g. in 
order to decide whether changes need to be 
made, o vi: I hope you will reconsider. 

reconstitute [.rir'kDnstariuit] vt -1. [organization, 
group, committee] to form <sthg> again in a 
different way. -2. [fruit, milk] to change <dried 
or powdered food> back into its normal 
state by adding water to it. 

reconstruct [.rkkan'strAkt] vt -1. [building, town, 
economy] to repair or rebuild <sthg> after it 
has been damaged or destroyed. -2. [crime, 
sequence of events] to make a detailed and 
complete picture of <sthg that is only partly 
known> by putting together all the pieces 
of information one has. 

reconstruction [.riikon'strAkJn] n: see recon¬ 
struct □ The man was caught following a police 
reconstruction shown on TV. □ The economic re¬ 
construction of the country began in the 1950s. 

♦ Reconstruction n the period after the 
American Civil War from 1865 to 1877. 
During this time the South was reorganized 
and re-joined the Union. 

W RECONSTRUCTION 
After the American Civil War ended in 
1865, the Republican government and the 
army of the North ruled the defeated South¬ 
ern states for a period of 12 years, called 
Reconstruction. The rebel states were al¬ 
lowed to join the Union again, but had to 
promise to be loyal to the Union, to end 
slavery, and to allow black men the right to 
vote. These policies were very unpopular in 
the South, and caused violence and tension 
between black people and white people. Re¬ 
construction ended when the Republicans 
lost power in 1877, and black people also 
lost many of the rights they had been given. 

reconvene [.rkkan'vkn] vt to call the people 
taking part in <a meeting> together again, 

record [« & ad/ US 'rekard, GB Tekoid, vb 
ri'ko:rd] o n -1. [of events, information] a writ¬ 
ten account of something □ / keep a record of 
all my expenses. □ We have no record of this 
transaction. □ Our records show your account is 
now overdue. ■ to keep sthg on record [informa¬ 
tion, details] to keep sthg so that people can 
refer to it later □ His name had been kept on 
record. ■ the highest/worst etc on record the 
highest/worst etc ever recorded. □ It's the 
hottest summer on record, ■ to be on record as 
saying (that)... to have said publicly (that)... □ 
Smith was on record as saying that he was going 
to resign, m to go on record as saying (that)... 
to say publicly (that)... □ / will happily go on 
record as saying that I will not vote for this bill in 
Congress. -2. music a flat and usually black 
vinyl disk on which sound, usually music, is 
recorded □ a record collection. -3. [in a sport, ac¬ 
tivity] the highest achievement reached in a 
particular field □ He holds the world record for 
the 100m crawl. □ This is a new Olympic record. 
-4. [about a person] all the information 
known about somebody’s background, life 
etc, often in a particular field □ medical rec- 



879 
rectangle 

ords □ If you get caught, you'll end up with a 
criminal record. -5. to set or put the record 
straight to tell somebody that something 
they always believed is not true □ I'd like to 
set the record straight. I didn't do it. 

o adj [level, score, time] that is higher than 
has been recorded before □ Unemployment is 
at a record high. □ record annual losses, 
o vt -1. [facts, event] to write <sthg> down 
so that people can refer to it later □ She had 
recorded the conversation in her diary. -2. [sound, 
music, program] to put <sthg> on tape, film 
etc so that it can be watched or listened to 
again □ Did you remember to record that pro¬ 
gram on the Gulf War? 

record-breaker tt a person who beats a rec¬ 
ord in a sport, activity etc. 

record-breaking adj [performance, run, throw] 
that beats a record in a sport, activity etc. 

recorded delivery [ri.kor'dad-] n in Britain, a 
Post Office service in which one is given an 
official document stating that a letter, pack¬ 
age etc has been sent and delivered □ The 
letter was sent by recorded delivery. 

recorder [n'ko:rd3r] « -1. a machine that re¬ 
cords something □ a tape/video/cassette record¬ 
er. -2. a simple musical instrument in the 
shape of a tube that is played by blowing 
into one end and putting one’s fingers over 
holes to produce different notes, 

record holder n the person who holds the 
record in a particular field, 

recording [rikai'dig] n -1. a piece of music 
that has been recorded □ a live recording □ I 
have a marvelous recording of Maria Callas sing¬ 
ing that piece. -2. the process of making a 
movie, or putting music or sound onto a 
tape etc. 

recording studio n a studio where music can 
be recorded. 

record library n a library where people can 
borrow records, CDs, cassettes etc. 

record player n a machine on which records 
can be played. 

recount [n 'rkkaont, vt sense i n'kaont, sense 2 
,ri:'kaunt] On a second count of something, 
especially of votes in an election, o vt -1. to 
tell or describe <a story, event> etc. -2. to 
count cvotes, figures> etc again, 

recoup [n'kuip] vt [loss, money, strength] to get 
<sthg> back. 

recourse [US 'ri:ko:rs, GB ri'kois] n to have re¬ 
course to sthg [to law, violence, financial aid] to 
use sthg to help one in a difficult situation □ 
Remember that you can have no recourse to the 
law in such a situation. 

recover [n'kAvar] o vt -1. [object, money, proper¬ 
ty] to get back <sthg that was lost or stol- 
en> □ He recovered his wallet from the police/ 
the train station. -2. [one's strength, balance, ap¬ 
petite] to get back <sthg one has lost> □ 
When Grace recovered consciousness she real¬ 
ized that she was alone. ■ to recover oneself to 
stop being shocked, embarrassed etc by 
something □ Mary suddenly looked embar¬ 
rassed, but recovered herself swiftly. 

o vi -1. [patient] to get better after an illness, 
accident etc □ She's in the hospital recovering 
from her operation. -2. [person] to stop being 
upset by something □ He hasn't recovered 
from his father's death. -3. [currency, economy] 

to become stronger after it has been weak □ 
The pound soon recovered against the dollar. 

recoverable [n’kAvrabl] adj [expense, tax] that 
one can get back after one has paid it. 

recovery [n'kAvari] (j?l recoveries) n -1. [from 

an illness, injury] a return to one’s normal 
state of health after a period of illness □ He 
made a swift recovery. □ She is better, but the 
doctor says she may never make a full recovery. 
-2. [of a currency, economy] a return to a posi¬ 
tion of strength after a period of weakness □ 
The stock exchange shows no immediate signs of 
recovery. -3. [of money, property, an object] the 
act of getting back something that was lost 
or stolen □ A police inquiry led to the recovery 
of the stolen vehicle. 

recovery vehicle n GB a vehicle, usually a 
tow truck, that collects one’s car after a 
road accident or breakdown. 

recreate [.rnkn'eit] vf [atmosphere, period, style] 
to look like, or remind people of <sthg that 
no longer exists> □ The movie recreates the 
splendor of the Sun King's court. 

recreation [.rekn'eijh] n activities that people 
do for pleasure when they are not working 
□ One of their favorite recreations was to play 
tennis in the garden. □ What do you do for recrea¬ 
tion? 

recreational [.rekri'eifnal] adj [use, facilities] see 

recreation □ a recreational activity. 

recreation room n -1. a room in a public 
building, e.g. a hospital, used for games and 
social activities. -2. US = rec room. 

recrimination [rpkrimi'neij'n] n the act or pro¬ 
cess of accusing somebody of something 
when one has already been accused of 
something oneself. 

♦ recriminations npl accusations made by 
two people or groups against each other □ 
There were bitter recriminations on both sides. 

rec room ['rek-[ n US a room in a house 
where people relax, watch TV etc. 

recrudescence [,ri:kru:'desns] n [of racism, vio¬ 

lence] a reappearance of something unpleas¬ 
ant after a period of absence (formal use). 

recruit [n'kruit] o n a person who has just 
joined a company, organization, army etc □ 
a new recruit, o vt -1. [staff, graduates, soldiers] 

to look for, choose, and give a job to <sb> □ 
She was recruited to the president's team of ad¬ 
visers in 1992. -2. [members] to persuade <sb> 
to join one’s group, e.g. a political party or 
labor union. ■ to recruit sb for sthg or to do 
sthg to persuade sb to do sthg □ I'll have to 
recruit some friends for the gardening/to help 
with the garden, o vi [armed forces, organization] 

Is your company recruiting at the moment? 

recruitment [ri'kruitmant] n [of staff, members] 

see recruit □ an army recruitment campaign. 

rectangle ['rektaerjgl] n a shape with four sides 
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at right angles and opposite sides of the 
same length. 

rectangular [rek'taerjgjabn adj [carpet, garden] 
that is shaped like a rectangle, 

rectify 1'rektifai] (pt & pp rectified) vt [mistake, 
problem] to correct <sthg> (formal use), 

rectitude ['rektitJu:d] n the quality of being 
morally correct (formal use), 

rector ['rektor] « -1. [in the Church of England] a 
priest who is in charge of a parish. -2. [in the 
Roman Catholic Church] a priest who is in 
charge of a congregation. -3. [in Scotland! the 
head teacher of some schools; a university 
official elected by students, 

rectory ['rektorr] (pi rectories) « in England 
and Wales, the house where a rector lives, 

rectum ['rektamj (pi rectums) n the lowest 
part of one’s bowels through which solid 
waste matter passes out of one’s body, 

recuperate [ri'kuipgreit] vi to get better and 
stronger after an illness or injury (formal use) 
□ Sonja spent two weeks recuperating after the 
operation. 

recuperation [ri.kuipa'reijn] n: see recuperate, 

recur [ri'k3:r] (pt & pp recurred, cont recurring) 
vi [illness, dream, problem] to happen again, or 
to keep happening □ The symptoms recurred 
over a period of several months. 

recurrence [ri'kArans] n: see recur □ Later recur¬ 
rence of the disease is possible. 

recurrent [ri'kArant] adj [illness, dream, problem] 
that keeps returning and affecting one □ / 
used to get recurrent nightmares. 

recurring [ri'k3mrj] adj -1. [illness, dream, prob¬ 
lem] = recurrent. -2. [decimal] that is repeated 
after the decimal point an infinite number of 
times □ three point six recurring. 

recyclable [,ri:'saikbbl] adj [waste, packaging! 
that can be recycled. 

recycle [,ri:'saikl] vt [waste, packaging, glass] to 
process <sthg that has been used> so that it 
can be used again □ recycled paper/envelopes. 

recycling [.rii'saiklirj] n: see recycle, 

red [red] (compar redder, superl reddest) o adj 

-1. [dress, rose, winel that is the color of 
blood. -2. [face, cheek] that is redder than 
usual because one is angry or embarrassed □ 
He turned or went red. -3. [hair, beard] red- 
brown in color. o n -1. the color of blood □ 
Do you have the dress in red? -2. phrases to be 
in the red [person, account] to be in debt, 
usually to a bank □ We're at least $10,000 
in the red. ■ to see red to become very an¬ 

gry- 
♦ Red n a Communist; a person with left- 

wing views (informal and disapproving use), 

red alert n -1. to be on red alert to be pre¬ 
pared to deal with an emergency □ The secu¬ 
rity staff was put on red alert. -2. the order giv¬ 
en to make people ready for an emergency 
□ There was a red alert at the hospital after the 
train crash. 

redback (spider) ['redbask-] n a small poison¬ 
ous spider found in Australia. The female 
has a red mark on her back. 

red blood cell n a blood cell that carries oxy¬ 
gen around the body. 

red-blooded [-'bbdad] adj [man] who is strong, 
healthy, and very interested in sex (humor¬ 
ous use). 

redbrick ['redbrik] n a redbrick (university) any 
of the British universities established in the 
late 19th or early 20th century, 

red card n to be shown the red card, to get a 
red card in soccer, to be sent off the field by 
the referee for bad behavior, 

red carpet n to roll out the red carpet for sb to 
treat sb who is visiting one as a very impor¬ 
tant and honored person. 

♦ red-carpet adj to give sb the red-carpet 
treatment to roll out the red carpet for sb. 

Red Centre n the Red Centre an informal term 
used for the desert areas of central Australia 
that have dark-red sand. 

Red Crescent n the Red Crescent an organiza¬ 
tion in Muslim countries that helps victims 
of wars and disasters. 

Red Cross n the Red Cross an international 
organization that helps victims of wars and 
disasters. 

redcurrant [US ,red'k3:rant, GB -’kAr-] n a 

small, round, red fruit that grows in 

bunches; the bush that this fruit grows on □ 
redcurrant jelly. 

red deer « a large red-brown deer that lives 
in northern Europe and Asia, 

redden [’redn] o vt [painting, mixture] to make 
<sthg> red or more red. o vi [face, cheeks] to 
become red or more red because one is an¬ 
gry or embarrassed. 

redecorate [,ri:’dekoreit] o vt [room, house] to 
make <sthg> look better by repainting it, 
putting up new wallpaper etc. o vi: We're 
going to redecorate next summer. 

redeem [ri'di:m] vt -1. [behavior, book] to make 
<sthg bad> acceptable or enjoyable by be¬ 
ing better than the rest of it □ Even his fine 
performance was unable to redeem the movie. ■ 
to redeem oneself to do something good af¬ 
ter one has done something bad, with the 
result that people have a better opinion of 
one □ I'd like to do something to redeem myself 
in your eyes. -2. [watch, jewelry] to buy <an 
object> back from a pawnbroker, 

redeeming [ri'diimig] adj [quality, feature] that 
redeems something bad □ The one redeeming 
aspect of the trip was the magnificent scenery. 

redefine [,ri:di'fain] vt [word, ideal to define 
<sthg> again, usually in order to think 
about it in a new context or to change its 
use □ Mason's book has redefined our concept of 
modem design. 

redemption [ri'dempfn] « religion the act of 
being saved so that one is not punished for¬ 
ever for one’s sins, that Christians believe 
was made possible by the death of Christ. ■ 
to be beyond or past redemption to be too 
bad to be saved or improved □ This old blan¬ 
ket is beyond redemption, I'm afraid. 

redeploy [,ri:di'pbi] vt [troops, workers! to 
move <sb/sthg> to a different place or job. 
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redundant 
redeployment [.riidi'pbimsnt] tv. see redeploy. 
□ Workers are being chosen from several sites for 
redeployment elsewhere. 

redesign [,ri:di'zain] vt (office, engine, system] 
to change the design of <sthg>. 

redeve|op [.riidi'vebp] vt to demolish the 
buildings in <a town or area> and build 
new ones there. 

redevelopment [.riidi'vetapmant] tv. see redevel¬ 
op. 

red-faced [-'feist] adj [person] whose face is 
red because they have been exercising or 
because they are embarrassed. 

red-haired [-’he3rd] adj [person] who has red 
hair. 

red-handed [-'haendad] adj to catch sb red- 
handed to catch sb while they are doing 
something wrong or illegal. 

redhead ['redhed] n a person who has red 
hair. 

red herring n something that seems to have 
something to do with a particular question 
or problem but does not, so that one wastes 
time by thinking about it □ The Belgian con¬ 
nection turned out to be a red herring. 

red-hot adj -1. [metal, plate] very hot. -2. [sex, 

anger] that shows strong feeling or excite¬ 
ment. 

redid f.rii'did] past tense of redo. 

Red Indian n a Native American (old-fashioned 
and offensive use). 

redirect [,ri:di'rekt] vt -1. [aircraft, traffic] to 
send <a vehicle or vehicles> in a different 
direction; [letter, package] to send <mail> to a 
different address. -2. to use <one’s energy, 
money> etc to do something different, 

rediscover [,ri:di'skAV3r] vt to find again <sthg 
that one had lost or forgotten> □ I've been 
rediscovering the places I used to visit as a child. 

redistribute [US ,ri:di’stribjot, GB -juit] vt [mon¬ 

ey, power, food] to share <sthg> out in a dif¬ 
ferent and fairer way. 

red-letter day n a particularly happy day that 
one will always remember. 

red light n a red traffic light that tells drivers 
to stop. 

red-light district n an area of a city where 
prostitutes work. 

red meat n meat, e.g. beef or lamb, that is 
dark brown after it is cooked. 
NOTE: Compare white meat. 

red mullet « a red European sea fish that is 
eaten as food. 

redness [’rednas] n [of a face, rose] see red. 

redo [.rii'dui] (pt redid, pp redone) vt -1. [one's 

work, hair] to do <sthg> again in a different 
way. -2. [house, room] to redecorate <sthg> 
(informal use). 

redolent [’redalant] adj to be redolent of sthg 
[of summer, the sea] to make one think of 
sthg; [of flowers, perfume] to smell of sthg (lit¬ 
erary use). 

redone [,ri:'dAn] past participle of redo, 

redouble [,ri:'dAbl] vt to redouble one's efforts 

to try much harder □ They redoubled their ef¬ 
forts to reach the sales target. 

redoubtable [ri'dautabl] adj [person] who peo¬ 
ple respect and fear (formal use), 

redraft [US ,ri:'draft, gb - draift] vt [speech, let¬ 

ter, report] to write a new version of <sthg>. 

redraw [.rii'droi] {pi redrew, pp redrawn 
[-'drain]) vt to change <the borders or bound¬ 
aries of a country> □ The map of Europe was 
redrawn after World War II. 

redress [ri'dres] o n money that somebody 
pays one because they have treated one 
badly or harmed one in some way (formal 
use) □ They are seeking redress in the courts. 
o vt to redress the balance to make things 
more equal or fair. 

redrew [,ri:'dru:] past tense of redraw. 

Red Sea: the Red Sea the sea between north¬ 
eastern Africa and Arabia. It is connected to 
the Mediterranean in the north by the Suez 
Canal, and to the Indian Ocean in the 
south. 

red setter n a large dog that has a soft 
brownish-red coat. 

red squirrel n a brownish-red squirrel that 
lives in forests in Europe and Asia. 

red tape n official rules that seem unneces¬ 
sary and take up a lot of people’s time (dis¬ 
approving use). 

reduce [ri'diuis] o vt -1. [price, risk] to make 
<sthg> smaller; [heat] to make <sthg> less 
strong □ Can we reduce the engine size without 
reducing the power? □ Output has been reduced 
by 15%. □ The Government has reduced the 
working day from 8 to 7 hours, m to reduce sthg 
to a pulp to beat or crush sthg until it be¬ 
comes a pulp. -2. cooking [liquid, sauce] to 
boil <sthg> to make it thicker and less in 
quantity. -3. to be reduced to doing sthg [to 
begging, stealing] to be forced to do sthg □ 
Salorno was eventually reduced to selling his 
house to pay the debt. ■ to reduce sb to 
silence/tears to make sb be silent/cry □ The 
news reduced her to tears, 
o vi US [person] to lose weight, 

reduced [ri'd-iuist] adj [price, risk, heat] that has 
been made less in size, amount, or degree □ 
The National Party has won again, but with a re¬ 
duced majority. ■ to live in reduced circum¬ 
stances to live with less money than one is 
used to. 

reduction [ri'dAkJTi] n -1. the amount that 
something is reduced by a A budget reduction 
of 10% is required. -2. [in price, heat] see reduce 
□ Any more reductions in staff will lead to safety 
risks. □ a price reduction. 

redundancy [ri'dAndansi] (pi redundancies) n 
GB [for staff, a worker] see redundant □ redun¬ 
dancy payment □ Half the workforce at the plant 
now face redundancy. 

redundant [ri'dAndant] adj -1. to be made re¬ 
dundant GB [worker, staff] to lose one’s job 
because one’s employer can no longer afford 
to pay one’s salary or has decided the job is 
no longer necessary. -2. [equipment, phrase, in¬ 
formation] that is not needed. 
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redwood fredwud] n a redwood (tree) a very 
large tree that grows in the western USA 
and has red-brown bark and hard wood, 

reed [ri:d] n -1. a tall type of grass that grows 
in or near water and is dried to make ob¬ 
jects by weaving □ a reed basket/seat. -2. a 
thin piece of wood or metal in the mouth¬ 
piece of some musical instruments, e.g. the 
oboe, that vibrates and makes a sound 
when one blows over it. 

re-educate [,ri:'ed3skeit] vt to try to make 
<sb> behave or think in a different way □ 
Juvenile delinquents are re-educated and taught 
not to rely on violence to resolve conflicts. 

reedy f'riidi] {compar reedier, superl reediest) 
adj [voice] high and unpleasant, 

reef [ri:f] n a long line of coral, rock, or sand 
that is just below the surface of the sea. 

reek [ri:k] o n [of onions, gas] a strong unpleas¬ 
ant smell, o vi (person, breath, clothes] to 
smell strongly of something unpleasant □ 
This place reeks of smoke. 

reel [rid] o n a small round object like a cylin¬ 
der that something such as wire or fishing 
line is wrapped around □ a reel of cotton/film, 
o vi -1. (person] to walk in an unsteady way, 
e.g. because one is drunk or has just been 
hit □ The blow sent him reeling. -2. [head, mind] 
to be in a state of confusion, e.g. after a 
shock or after receiving too much informa¬ 
tion □ He is still reeling from the shock. 

♦ reel in vr sep to reel a fish in to pull a fish 
toward one by turning the handle on the 
reel of one’s fishing rod. 

♦ reel off vt sep to reel names/demands etc off 
to say a list of names/demands etc quickly □ 
She reeled off the names of every US president 
since 1945. 

re-elect [.rka'lekt] vt (chairman, president] to 
elect <sb> again □ He was re-elected as union 
leader. 

re-election [,ri:a'lekj'n] n: see re-elect □ She is 
standing for re-election. 

re-emphasize [.ru'ernfasaiz] vt (fact, importance] 
to emphasize <sthg> again, 

re-enact [.rin'naekt] vt [incident, scene, event] to 
perform <sthg> again. 

re-enter [,ri:'entar] vt -1. (country, area] to enter 
again <a place that one has left> □ They 
were arrested when they tried to re-enter the 
country. -2. computing [data, text] to enter 
again into a computer cinformation that has 
been lost or deleted>. 

re-entry [,ri:'entri] n [of a spaceship] the act of 
returning to the Earth’s atmosphere after be¬ 
ing in space □ It burned up on re-entry. 

re-examine [.ring'zaeman] vr [question, case] to 
examine <sthg/sb> again, 

re-export [,ri:'ekspo:rt] o vt to export <goods 
that one has already imported>. o « the act 
of re-exporting something □ 1/1/e import cotton 
for re-export. □ The value of re-exports has risen. 

ref [ref] o n sport abhr of referee (informal use). 
o admin abbr of reference, 

refectory [ri'fektari] (pi refectories) n a large 
dining hall in a school, college etc. 

refer [ri'f3:r] (pt & pp referred, cotit referring) 
♦ refer to o vt sep -1. to refer sb to sb/sthg 
[to a specialist, one's notes] to send sb to sb/ 
sthg where they can get more information 
or advice □ / was referred to a heart specialist. □ 
If I can refer you to chapter ten of Miller's book, 
you'll find a very different interpretation. -2. to re¬ 
fer sthg to sb [report, case, decision] to ask sb 
more qualified to deal with sthg □ The matter 
has been referred to the committee, 
o vt fus -1. to refer to sb/sthg [book, incident, 
person] to mention or talk about sb/sthg, es¬ 
pecially without saying direcdy who or 
what one is talking about □ / don't know what 
you are referring to □ / presumed she was refer¬ 
ring to the company director. -2. to refer to sb/ 
sthg [person, situation] to apply to or concern 
sb/sthg □ Surely that instruction doesn't refer to 
us? -3. to refer to sthg [report, diary] to look at 
sthg for information □ Candidates must answer 
without referring to a dictionary. □ He spoke with¬ 
out referring to his notes once. 

referee [.refa'ri:] o n -1. sport an official who 
makes sure that the players obey the rules 
of a game, e.g. football, boxing, and hockey. 
-2. GB a person who gives somebody a refer¬ 
ence, e.g. for a job application, o vt to be 
the referee in <a game or match>. o vi: 
Who's refereeing today? 

reference [’refrans] n -1. an act of mentioning 
somebody or something □ / didn't understand 
his reference to Plato. ■ to make reference to 
sb/sthg to mention sb/sthg □ She made fre¬ 
quent reference to the war years. ■ with refer¬ 
ence to... a phrase used to say what one is 
speaking or writing about (formal use) □ With 
reference to your letter/complaint of May 24th... 
-2. [to a calendar, report, diary] the act of refer¬ 
ring to something or somebody for informa¬ 
tion or advice □ They refused the application 
without reference to me. ■ to keep/file sthg for 
future reference to keep/file sthg in order to 
be able to refer to it when necessary in the 
future □ There is no vacancy at present, but we 
will keep your details on file for future reference. 
-3. [in a catalog, on a map] a number or name 
that shows where something can be found □ 
The map reference is H4. -4. [in a business letter] 
= reference number □ Please quote your refer¬ 
ence in all correspondence. -5. [for a job] a letter 
about somebody who is applying for a job, 
that describes their character and abilities 
and is written by somebody who knows 
them; a person who writes or has agreed to 
write this letter □ My previous boss wrote me 
an excellent reference. □ Mr Calf agreed to be 
one of my references. 

reference book « a book that one refers to for 
information, e.g. a dictionary or encyclopedia. 

reference library n a library where the books 
can be read but not borrowed. 

reference number n a number, given on a 
bill, in a business letter etc, that tells one 
the file where one can find more informa¬ 
tion about the subject of the bill, letter etc. 

referendum [.refa'rendam] {pi referendums or 
referenda [-da]) n a vote in which the people 



883 
reformed 

of a country show whether or not they 
agree with a particular government policy □ 
The government debated whether to hold a refer¬ 
endum on the issue. 

referral [n'f3:ral] n the act of referring sb/sthg 
to another person or place □ the referral of 
complaints to the tribunal □ an increase in the 
number of referrals. 

refill [n 'riifri, vb .rir'fil] o « -l. [for a pen, light¬ 

er] a container full of a liquid, e.g. ink, that 
is used to replace one that has been emp¬ 
tied. -2. another drink (informal use) □ Would 
you like a refill? o vt [pen, tank] to fill <an emp¬ 
ty container with more of the liquid that 
was there before □ Can I refill your glass? 

refillable firiPfilabl] adj [bottle, pen, lighter] that 
can be refilled. 

refine [ri'fain] vt -1. [oil, gold, sugar] to make <a 
substance> pure by putting it through a pro¬ 
cess that removes other substances from it. 
-2. [plan, theory, speech] to improve <sthg> 
gradually by making small changes to it un¬ 
til it is as good as possible □ We are constant¬ 
ly updating and refining our training programs. 

refined [ri'faind] adj -1. [person, manners] very 
polite □ an elegant and refined old lady. -2. 
[process, equipment, theory] highly developed 
□ The new design is better and more refined than 
the old one. -3. [oil, gold, sugar] that has been 
made pure by having other substances re¬ 
moved. 

refinement [ri'fainmant] « -1. [to a process, 

equipment, speech] a small improvement to 
something □ We have made a number of refine¬ 
ments to the old system. -2. [of a person] the 
quality of being refined. 

refinery [n'fainori] {pi refineries) n a place 
where a substance is refined □ an oil/a sugar 
refinery. 

refit [vb ,ri:'fit, « 'ri:fitj {pt & pp refitted, cont 
refitting) o vt to repair and replace the dam¬ 
aged parts of <a ship>; to adapt <a ship> 
for a new purpose, o n: The refit will take six 
months. 

reflate [rfi'fleit] vt to increase the supply of 
money in <a country's economy> to en¬ 
courage more economic activity, 

reflation [rii'flei/n] n: see reflate □ measures de¬ 
signed to help reflation. 

reflationary [us ri:'fleijnen, gb -ari] adj [policy, 

measure] that is designed to increase the 
supply of money in a country’s economy, 

reflect [ri'flekt] o vt -1. [attitude, situation] to be 
a sign of <sthg> □ Current social problems are 
reflected in the crime figures. □ The policy clearly 
reflects the government's belief in a free market. 
-2. to send <light, heat, sound> etc back □ 
She saw her face reflected in the water/mirror. 
-3. to reflect that... to comment that... □ He 
reflected that it may not be the right moment to 
announce a rival bid. o vi to think deeply 
about something □ He reflected on or upon his 
decision. □ She said she needed time to reflect. 

reflection [ri'flekfn] n -1. something that is a 
sign of a particular attitude, situation, policy 
etc □ The budget is a reflection of the govern¬ 

ment's uncertainty. -2. to be a reflection on sb/ 
sthg to show sb/sthg in an unfavorable way 
□ This is no reflection on you. -3. a reflected 
image □ She caught sight of her reflection in the 
mirror. -4. deep thought; a thought or idea 
that one has had after thinking deeply □ The 
matter calls for careful reflection. □ her reflections 
on the political scene, m on or upon reflection 
after thinking seriously about the matter □ 
On reflection, I think it was a mistake. -5. [of 
heat, light] see reflect. 

reflective [ri'flektiv] adj -1. [person, look] that is 
thoughtful. -2. [surface, clothing] that reflects 
light. 

reflector [ri'flektar] n a piece of glass or plastic 
that reflects light and is attached to the back 
of a bicycle or car to make it easier to see at 
night. 

reflex ['riifleks] n an uncontrolled movement 
of part of the body that is a response to an 
outside influence □ Blinking is a reflex action. 

♦ reflexes npl a person’s ability to react 
quickly to something unexpected □ You need 
very quick reflexes to be good at a martial art. 

reflex earners n a camera in which one sees 
and focuses the image through the lens. 

reflexive [ri'fleksiv] adj grammar [verb, pronoun] 

that refers back to the subject of the sen¬ 
tence. 

reflexology [,ri:flek'sDl3d3i] « a treatment for 
particular illnesses in which parts of the feet 
are massaged, based on the belief that dif¬ 
ferent parts of the foot are connected to dif¬ 
ferent parts of the body. 

reforestation [ri:(fnra'steijn] n the process of 
planting trees again in an area of land that 
has been cleared. 

reform [ri'foitn] o h -1. a process of change, 
usually intended to improve a legal, social, 
or political system □ The health care system is 
long overdue for reform. -2. a particular change 
that is made to a social, legal, or political 
system in order to improve it □ the govern¬ 
ment's tax reforms. 

o vt -1. [system, organization] to improve 
<sthg> by changing it □ government attempts 
to reform the health service. -2. [criminal, drug 

addict] to improve the behavior of <sb> in 
order to make them a better person o It's not 
easy to reform the habits of a lifetime, 

o vi to improve one’s behavior in order to 
be a better person □ Alan had promised, time 
after time, that he would reform. 

reformat [,ri:'fo;rmaet] (pt & pp reformatted, cont 
reformatting) vt to format <a computer disk 
that has already been formatted?-. 

Reformation [,refi"meijn] n the Reformation a 
religious movement in 16th-century Europe 
that led to the establishment of the Protest¬ 
ant churches there. 

reformatory [us ri'forrmatoin, gb -'foimatri] {pi 
reformatories) » US a special school for 
young people who have broken the law. 

reformed [ri'fo:rmd] adj [person] who has 
changed the way they live or behave and is 
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now a better person □ a reformed criminal/drug 
addict. 

reformer [ri'fo:rmar] n a person who tries to 
reform a legal, social, or political system, 

reformist [ri'f3irm3st] o adj [policy, tendency! 

that tries to introduce reforms, o « a re¬ 
formist person. 

refract [ri'fraekt] o vt to cause the direction of 
<light> to change at the point where it 
passes through another substance, e.g. wa¬ 
ter or glass, o vi: Light refracts as it crosses the 
boundary between air and water. 

refrain [ri'frein] on a short section of a song 
or poem that is repeated several times 
throughout the song or poem, o vi to refrain 
from doing sthg [from talking, drinking] to stop 
doing sthg, especially something one would 
like to do or usually does but which may 
annoy other people □ Kindly refrain from smok¬ 
ing in the dining room. 

refresh [ri'frej] vt to make <sb> feel cooler or 
more energetic. ■ to refresh sb's memory to 
remind sb of something that they have for¬ 
gotten □ You don't know how much you spent? 
Let me refresh your memory. 

refreshed [ri'frejt] adj [person] who feels cool¬ 
er or more energetic □ / felt refreshed after the 
walk. 

refresher course [ri'freJV-] « a training course 
that brings somebody’s knowledge and 
skills up to date. 

refreshing [ri'frefir)] adj -1. [honesty, change] 

that is pleasant because it is different from 
what one is used to. -2. [drink, swim] that 
makes one feel cooler or more energetic, 

refreshments [ri'frejmants] npl food and drink 
served to the public, e.g. at a meeting or on 
a flight □ Drinks and light refreshments will be 
served during the intermission. 

refrigerate [ri'frid33reit] vt to keep <food or 
drink> fresh or cool by placing it in a refrig¬ 
erator. 

refrigeration [ri.fndsa'reijn] n: see refrigerate, 

refrigerator [nlfrid3areitar] n a large appliance, 
usually in a kitchen, that is cold inside and 
which food and drinks are kept in to keep 
them fresh or cool. 

refuel [,ri:‘fju:sl] (US pt & pp refueled, cont refu¬ 
eling, GB pt & pp refuelled, cont refuelling) 
o vt to fill the fuel tanks of <an aircraft> 
when it has made a flight, o vi [aircraft] We 
stopped to refuel in Douala. 

refuge ['refjuid3] n a place where one is pro¬ 
tected from danger or from something un¬ 
pleasant □ a refuge for battered women/from the 
storm. ■ to seek or take refuge to go some¬ 
where where one is safe from danger □ We 
took refuge from the storm in a cave. ■ to seek 
or take refuge in sthg [in prayer, sleep] to try 
to avoid an unpleasant situation or feeling 
by doing sthg □ After a long and bitter argu¬ 
ment, Harvey took refuge in silence. 

refugee [,refju'd3i:] n a person who has been 
forced to leave their country because of 
war, or because of their beliefs □ political/ 
economic refugees □ refugee status. 

refugee camp n a temporary camp set up to 
give food and shelter to refugees, 

refund [n 'riifAnd, vb ri'fAnd] o n an amount of 
money that is given back to somebody 
when they have been charged too much for 
something or when they return something 
to a shop □ 'No refund can be given without a 
receipt.' □ a tax refund, o vt to refund sthg to 
sb, to refund sb sthg to give sb a refund for 
sthg. 

refurbish [,ris‘f3irbij] vt [building, shop, office] to 
clean, redecorate, and modernize <sthg>. 

refurbishment [1ri:'f3:rbifmant] n: see refurbish 
□ ‘Closed for refurbishment." 

refurnish [,rii'f3:rnif] vt [room, house, office] to 
provide <sthg> with new furniture, 

refusal [ri'fjuizl] n -1. the act of refusing □ Jo's 
request for aid was met with a firm refusal. □ her 
refusal to accept the conditions. -2. a letter or 
message that one sends to somebody to say 
no to an invitation, application etc. 

refuse1 [ri'fjuiz] o vt -1. to refuse sb sthg, to 
refuse sthg to sb not to give or allow sb sthg 
□ The council refused us planning permission. 
-2. [offer, drink] to state that one will not ac¬ 
cept <sthg> □ She had refused several propo¬ 
sals of marriage. -3. to refuse to do sthg to 
state firmly that one will not do sthg □ She 
refused to give in. □ Professor Hill refused to let 
me take the exam. □ / refuse to allow you to 
blackmail me into going, o vi: He asked her to 
work over the weekend but she refused. 

refuse2 ['refjuis] n waste material from 
homes, shops, factories etc that is thrown 
away □ household refuse. 

refuse collection ['refjuis-] n the collection of 
household garbage, usually organized by the 
local government □ local refuse collection ser¬ 
vices. 

refuse collector ['refjuis-] n a person whose 
job is to collect household garbage, 

refuse dump ['refjuis-] n a place where a 
town’s garbage is dumped, 

refute [ri'fjuit] vf [accusation, theory, claim] to 
say that <sthg> is not true; to prove that 
<sthg> is not true. 

reg abbr of registered □ a reg trademark. 

regain [ri'gein] vt [one's health, strength, position] 

to get back <sthg that one has lost>. 

regal [’riigl] adj [manner, house] that is like or 
suitable for a king or queen, 

regale [ri'geil] vt to regale sb with sthg [with 

stories, jokes] to entertain sb with sthg. 

regalia [ri'geilia] n special clothes that are 
worn on official occasions e.g. by a king or 
judge (formal use). 

regard [ri’gaird] o n -1. respect for somebody 
or something (formal use) □ We have the great¬ 
est regard for him. • to hold sb in high/low re¬ 
gard to have a lot of/no respect for sb. -2. in 
this/that regard a phrase used to introduce 
information that is closely connected' to 
something that has just been mentioned □ In 
this regard you may well be right, 

o vt to regard sb/sthg as... to consider sb/ 
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sthg in a particular way □ I've always regarded 
him as a friend. □ Mrs Killeen is regarded as one 
of the country's leading experts in the field, m to 
regard sb/sthg with... to have a particular 
reeling about sb/sthg □ We regard them with 
admiration/mistrust. ■ to be highly regarded to 
be respected by other people □ She has al¬ 
ways been very highly regarded as a painter. 

♦ regards npl a word used, often at the end 
of letters, to send one's best wishes to 
somebody □ with kind regards □ Give my re¬ 
gards to your mother. 

♦ as regards prep = regarding. 

♦ in regard to, with regard to prep = re¬ 
garding. 

regarding [n'ga:rdir|] prep a word used to 
introduce something that one is talking or 
writing about □ Regarding your letter of Octo¬ 
ber 17th... □ Regarding her own state of mind, lit¬ 
tle had changed. 

regardless [ri'ga:rdl3s] adv [continue, go] in 
spite of problems, changes etc □ Although it 
was raining, they decided to carry on regardless. 

♦ regardless of prep [expense, time, difficulties] 

in spite of <sthg> □ Look, regardless of the 
way you feel, you should go. 

regatta [ri'gsts] « an event at which boat 
races take place. 

regd abbr of registered. 

Regency ['ri:d33nsi] adj [style, building] that ex¬ 
isted or was fashionable in Britain in the 
reign of the Prince Regent (1811-1820). 

regenerate [ri'd3en3reit] vt [economy, inner city, 

project] to develop and improve <sthg> so 
that it becomes successful, active etc again □ 
plans to regenerate run-down urban areas. 

regeneration [ri.dsens'reijn] n: see regenerate 
□ urban regeneration. 

regent ['ri:d33nt] o n a person who rules a 
country when the king or queen is unable 
to rule, e.g. because they are too young or 
ill. o adj: a queen/prince regent. 

reggae ['regei] n a form of popular music 
with a strong beat that began in Jamaica, 

regime [rei'3i:m] n a particular system of gov¬ 
ernment, especially one that does not give 
its people much freedom; the people who 
rule a country according to this system □ a 
military regime □ the excesses of the previous re¬ 
gime. 

regiment [’red3im3nt] « a large group of sol¬ 
diers under the command of a colonel, 

regimental [,red3a'nientl] adj [commander, head¬ 

quarters] see regiment. 

regimented ['red33ment3d] adj [group, life] that 
is strictly controlled in a military style (disap¬ 
proving use). 

region ['ri:d33n] n a particular area of a coun¬ 
try or body □ the mountainous regions of the 
north. . > 

♦ in the region of prep a phrase used to indi¬ 
cate that an amount or number is approxi¬ 
mate □ The cost will be in the region of 
$100,000. 

regional ['ri:d3nal] adj [transport, accent, govern¬ 

ment] of a particular region. 

register ['red33st3r] o n an official list of the 
names of voters, children in a class etc □ Is 
her name on the register? □ I'll check in the regis¬ 
ter. 

o vt -1. [birth, marriage, death] to record 
<sthg> officially. -2. [improvement, growth, 
drop] to show <sthg> on a scale of measure¬ 
ment □ The earthquake registered 6.5 on the 
Richter scale. -3. [surprise, disapproval] to show 
<an emotion> □ Her face registered disbelief. 

vi -1. to put one’s name on a register □ 
You'll have to register to vote/register for work/ 
register as unemployed. -2. [at a hotel, confer¬ 
ence] to report one’s arrival at a place, 
usually by signing a register. -3. [comment! 
warning] to be noticed and understood (infor¬ 
mal use) □ / warned him but it didn't seem to reg¬ 
ister. 

registered ['red33st3rd] adj -1. [letter, package] 
that is sent by registered mail. -2. GB [office, 
charity] that is officially listed as being legal □ 
Is he registered blind? 

registered mail US n a postal service that 
pays compensation to the sender if some¬ 
thing is lost in the mail. 

registered nurse n a nurse who is qualified 
in all areas of nursing. 

registered post n GB = registered mail, 

registered trademark n a name or symbol 
that usually appears on a product and can¬ 
not legally be used by other companies, 

registrar [US 'red33stra:r, GB ,red3i'stra:] n -1. 
education a senior official who deals with 
the administration in a college or university. 
-2. admin a person whose job is to keep a 
register, e.g. of births, marriages, and deaths. 
-3. GB medicine a senior hospital doctor who 
is lower in rank than a consultant, 

registration [,red33'streijn] n -1. [on a course, of 
a birth, marriage] see register □ Full course fees 
are payable at the time of registration. -2. US & 
AUS [for a car] an official document containing 
information about a motor vehicle and its 
owner. -3. GB = registration number, 

registration document n gb an official docu¬ 
ment containing information about a motor 
vehicle and its owner. 

registration number n gb the set of numbers 
and letters that are shown at the front and 
back of a motor vehicle. 

registration plate « AUS = registration num¬ 
ber. 

registry [’red33stri] (pi registries) « a place 
where registers are kept, especially in a 
church. 

registry office « in Britain, a government of¬ 
fice where people can get married and 
where births, marriages, and deaths are rec¬ 
orded. 

rego ['regou] n AUS [for a car] = registration (in¬ 
formal use). 

regress [ri'gres] vi [person, country, industry] to 
return to a worse condition (formal use) □ 
British society has regressed to Victorian levels of 
inequality. 

regression [ri'grefn] n: see regress (formal use). 
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regressive [ri'gresiv] adj [tendencies, behavior] 

going back to a worse condition (formal use). 

regret [ri'gret] [pt & pp regretted, cont regret¬ 
ting) o vt to feel sorry about <sthg> and 
wish that it had not happened o / regret not 
telling him sooner. □ She regrets now that she 
was unable to meet him. □ Charles began to re¬ 
gret what he'd said. □ The airline regrets any in¬ 
convenience caused to passengers. ■ I regret to 
inform you/say... a phrase used when saying 
that one is sorry about something □ We re¬ 
gret to announce the cancellation of the 2:15 
flight to Omaha. 
on a feeling of regretting something □ It is 
with regret that we must decline your invitation. □ 
/ have no regrets about leaving London. ■ to 
send one's regrets to apologize for being un¬ 
able to accept an invitation (polite use) □ Colin 
sends his regrets, but is unable to come. 

regretful [ri'gretfl] adj [person] who is feeling 
regret □ a regretful smile/look. 

regretfully [ri'gretfli] adv -1. [announce, refuse, 

leave] in a way which shows that one re¬ 
grets something. -2. = regrettably. 

regrettable [n'gretsbl] adj [decision, behavior, in¬ 

cident] that one is sorry about and thinks 
should not have happened □ The delay in 
sending you your order was most regrettable □ a 
regrettable situation. 

regrettably [ri'gretabli] adv a word used to 
say that one is sorty about a particular 
situation □ Regrettably, mistakes were made. 

regroup [,ri:'gru:p] vi [soldiers, tourists] to form 
a group again. 

regt abbr of regiment. 

regular l'reyjolor] o adj -1. [heartbeat, footsteps, 
rhythm] that occurs with equal amounts of 
time or space between one part and the 
next □ Security cameras are placed at regular in¬ 
tervals around the perimeter. -2. [meals, deliv¬ 
eries, visits] that are repeated at fixed times, 
usually at the same time every day, week 
etc □ We meet on a regular basis. -3. [event, ex¬ 
ercise] that happens or is done often □ 
There's a regular shuttle service to Newark. ■ a 
regular customer/visitor a customer/visitor 
who often goes to a particular store, place 
etc □ Mr Jaffee is a regular visitor to this country. 
-4. [time, place, problem] that one considers 
usual or normal □ Shall we meet in our regular 
place? -5. [features, teeth] that are equal in 
shape, size, and position in a way that is 
considered to be attractive □ a regular shape. 
-6. grammar [verb, noun, adjective) that follows 
the same fixed pattern in all its forms as 
other similar words in the same language. 
-7. US [portion, serving] that is medium-sized □ 
a burger and regular fries. -8. US [person] who is 
honest and pleasant □ I'm just a regular guy. 
-9. sb's regular toothpaste/laundry detergent 
etc US the toothpaste/laundry detergent etc 
that sb usually uses □ I'll stick to my regular 
brand. ■ sb's regular doctor/dentist etc the 
doctor/dentist etc that sb usually goes to. 

On a person who goes to a particular store, 
bar etc often □ He's a regular in here. 

regular army n an army consisting of soldiers 
who are employed on a full-time basis. 

regularity [.regjs'laerati] n [of footsteps, a ser¬ 

vice] see regular □ The same boring questions 
were asked with monotonous regularity. 

regularly ['regjsbhr] adv [eat, visit, exercise] see 

regular. 

regulate ['regjsleit] vt -1. [spending, traffic] to 
control <sthg> usually by using a system of 
rules or laws. -2. [machine, volume, heat] to 
control <sthg> by making slight changes, 
usually to make it more suitable for a par¬ 
ticular situation. 

regulation [.regjs'leijn] o adj a regulation uni¬ 
form/color etc a uniform/color etc that has 
to be worn or used because of a rule □ All 
staff must be dressed in regulation blue, o n 
-1. an official rule □ safety/tax regulations □ / 
can't let you inside; it's against regulations. -2. 
see regulate. 

regurgitate [ri'g3;rd33teit] vt-1. to bring<food> 
back up from the stomach through the mouth, 
before it is digested. -2. [fact, idea] to repeat 
<sthg> without really thinking about it (dis¬ 
approving use). 

rehab [’rirhaeb] « = rehabilitation. 

rehabilitate [.riia'bibteit] vt [prisoner, invalid, ad¬ 

dict] to train <sb> to return to a normal life. 

rehabilitation firkabib'teij'n] n: see rehabilitate 
□ a drug rehabilitation center. 

rehash [vb .rk'haef, n ’rirhaej] (disapproving use) 
o vt [idea, theory] to use or talk about <sthg> 
again in a slightly different form in an at¬ 
tempt to make it seem original, o n [of an 

idea, theory] It's just a rehash of last year's 
speech. 

rehearsal [n'h3:rsl] n a practice of a play, 
dance etc before it is performed □ The re¬ 
hearsals will start on Monday. □ This scene needs 
a lot more rehearsal. 

rehearse [n'h3:rs] o vt [play, dance, piece of mu¬ 

sic] to practice <sthg> before performing it 
in front of an audience, o vi: They have been 
rehearsing all week for the concert. 

reheat [,ri:'hi:t] vt to heat <food that has al¬ 
ready been cooked>. 

rehouse [,ri:'hauz] vt to put <sb> into a differ¬ 
ent house or apartment □ So far, thirty families 
have been rehoused. 

reign [rein] o vi -1. [king, queen, emperor] to be 
the king or queen of a country □ Haile 
Selassie reigned over Ethiopia/the Ethiopians. -2. 
[terror, confusion] to be very strongly felt in a 
place or situation □ Silence reigned, o n 
-1. the period during which a king or queen 
reigns □ during Queen Victoria's reign or the 
reign of Queen Victoria. -2. a period when 
somebody or something is very powerful □ a 
reign of terror. 

reigning ['reimrj] adj the reigning champion the 
person who has won a particular competi¬ 
tion most recently. 

reimburse [,ri:3m'b3:rs] vt [person] to pay back 
money to <sb> who has had to spend the 
money, e.g. for work, or has lost the mon¬ 
ey; [expenses, cost] to pay back <money> to 
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somebody □ l/l/e will reimburse you for the trav¬ 
el expenses. □ Do you think I can get this reim¬ 
bursed? 

reimbursement [,ri:3m'b3:rsm3nt] n: see reim¬ 
burse. 

rein [rein] « to give (a) free rein to sb, to give 
sb (a) free rein to give sb a lot of freedom to 
do something. ■ to keep a tight rein on sb/ 
sthg [on staff, spending, one's emotions] to con¬ 
trol sb/sthg very carefully. 

♦ reins npl -1. [for a horse) leather straps 
which are attached around a horse’s head 
and held by the rider to control the horse. 
-2. [for a child] straps attached to a harness 
around the body of a young child in order 
to stop them running away. 

♦ rein in vt sep to rein a horse in to slow 
down or stop a horse by pulling the reins. 

reincarnation [,ri:inka:rlnei;n] « -1. the belief 
that, after death, a person’s spirit returns to 
life in a new body □ Do you believe in reincar¬ 
nation? -2. a person or animal that is be¬ 
lieved to be bom again in a new body □ The 
boy is believed to be a reincarnation of the last 
Panchen Lama. 

reindeer f'remdi3rJ (pi reindeer) tt a large deer 
with wide antlers that lives in northern 
parts of Europe, Asia, and America. 

reinforce [,ri:3n'fo:rs] vt -1. [ceiling, frame] to 
make <sthg> stronger □ The bridge has been 
reinforced with concrete and steel posts. -2. 
[fear, prejudice] to make <a belief or emotion> 
stronger □ The program only reinforced my 
view that vivisection is wrong. -3. [argument, 

claim] to make <sthg> seem true by provid¬ 
ing evidence □ This report reinforces what we 
have been saying for a long time. 

reinforced concrete [ri:3n,fo:rst-] n concrete 
that has metal bars inside it to make it 
stronger. 

reinforcement [,ri:3n'fo:rsm3nt] n -1. [for an ob¬ 

ject] something that makes a structure or ob¬ 
ject stronger □ a metal reinforcement. -2. [of a 

prejudice, claim] see reinforce. 

♦ reinforcements npl extra soldiers, police 
etc who are sent to a place to help a group 
of soldiers who are fighting there □ The cap¬ 
tain called for reinforcements. 

reinstate [.rinn'steit] vt -1. [employee] to give 
<sb> back a job that had been taken away 
from them □ They've reinstated Steve in his old 
job/as department head. -2. [payment, idea, poli¬ 

cy] to cause <sthg> to exist or be important 
again. 

reinstatement [.rinn'steitmant] n: see reinstate, 

reinterpret [,ri:in't3:rpr3t] vt [figures, report, 

speech] to interpret <sthg> again in a differ¬ 
ent way. 

reintroduce [.riuntra'd-iuis] vt [policy, tax, meth¬ 

od] to cause <sthg> to exist again. 

reintroduction [.riuntra'dAkfn] n: see reintro¬ 
duce □ a referendum on the reintroduction of the 
death penalty. 

reissue [rii'iju:] o vt [book, record] to produce 
<sthg> again after it has not been available 

for some time, o n a book or recording that 
is reissued. 

reiterate [rii'itareit] vt [opinion, argument] to 
state <sthg> again in order to make it clear 
(formal use) □ / can only reiterate what I said be¬ 
fore. 

reiteration [rii.ita'reij'n] n: see reiterate, 

reject [vb ri'd3ekt, n 'ri:d3ekt] o vt -1. [idea, pro¬ 

posal, terms] to refuse to agree to <sthg>; 
[opinion, explanation] to state very firmly that 
one thinks <sthg> is wrong □ The govern¬ 
ment rejected their offer of a cease-fire. □ Their 
findings have been rejected by other institutions. 
-2. [values, religion] to refuse to believe in or 
live according to <sthg> □ Many East Euro¬ 
peans are already beginning to reject capitalism. 
-3. Icandidate, applicant] to decide not to offer 
a job or place to <sb> □ His application has 
been rejected. -4. to reject a coin/token etc to 
return a coin/token etc to the person who 
put it in, because the machine cannot use it 
□ The phone kept rejecting my card, o n a prod¬ 
uct that is rejected or sold cheaply because 
it is not perfect □ reject china. 

rejection [ri'd3ekfn] n [of values, an idea, candi¬ 

date] see reject □ / keep applying for jobs but all I 
get is rejections. 

rejig [,ri:'d3ig] (pt & pp rejigged, cottt rejigging) 
vt GB [text, budget, factory] to change the or¬ 
ganization of <sthg>, usually to make it 
more effective (informal use). 

rejoice [ri^ois] vi to feel or express great 
happiness about something □ l/l/e rejoiced at 
or in the news. 

rejoicing [ri'd33isig] n a situation in which 
people show they are very happy □ There 
was rejoicing all over the country at or over his 
release. 

rejoin [senses 1 St 2 .ritdsoin, sense 3 ri'd3oin] 
vt -1. [group, regiment, highway] to go back to 
<sthg that one has left for a short time>. 
-2. [club, society) to become a member of 
<sthg> again. -3. to say <sthg witty, rude, 
or sarcastio in reply to something, 

rejoinder [ri'd33ind3r] n a reply, especially a 
witty, rude, or sarcastic one. 

rejuvenate [ri'dsuivaneit] vt -1. [person] to 
make <sb> feel or look younger. -2. [system, 

organization] to make <sthg> more lively and 
active by introducing new ideas, 

rejuvenation [ri,d3u:v3'nei(n] « [of a system, or¬ 
ganization] see rejuvenate, 

rekindle [.rii'kindl] vt [interest, passion, hatred] 

to make somebody feel <sthg> again, 

relapse [ri'laeps] o « to have a relapse [sick per¬ 

son] to suddenly or unexpectedly become ill 
again after one’s health has been improving, 
o vi to relapse into sthg to return to sthg 
bad after making some improvements □ She 
relapsed into a coma. □ He relapsed into his old 
way of thinking. 

relate [ri’leit] o vt -1. to make a connection 
between <two things or people> □ He related 
the rise in crime to the government's economic 
policy. -2. to tell <a story> (formal use) □ She 
related the whole episode in great detail. 
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♦ relate to vt fus -1. to relate to sthg to be 
connected with sthg □ This relates to what I 
was saying earlier. -2. to relate to sb/sthg to 
concern sb/sthg □ These regulations do not re¬ 
late to the physically handicapped. -3. to relate 
to sb to understand and be able to commu¬ 
nicate with sb because one shares their 
situation, problems etc □ He can't relate to 
children. ■ to relate to sthg [to an idea, feeling] 

to understand and appreciate sthg □ I can re¬ 
late to that; I went through something similar 
once. 

♦ relating to prep connected with <sthg> □ 
documents relating to the cost of the new road. 

related [ri'leitad] adj -1. to be related [people] 

to be members of the same family □ She is 
related to the president. -2. [issues, problems] 

that are connected □ The course looks at rais¬ 
ing capital, debt finance, and other related areas. 

relation [ri'leifn] n -1. a connection or similar¬ 
ity between two or more things □ There is no 
relation between the two matters. ■ to bear no 
relation to sthg to be very different from 
sthg □ His story bears no relation to the actual 
events. ■ in relation to sthg compared with 
sthg □ How big is the chair in relation to the ta¬ 
ble? o Where is the office in relation to the hotel? 

-2. a member of one’s family □ She has very 
few relations. 

♦ relations npl contact and communication 
between people, groups, or countries □ fam¬ 
ily/race/industrial relations □ Relations between 
the two men have worsened. □ Britain is keen to 
improve relations with the Arab state. 

relational [rileifnal] adj a relational database 
computing a database in which all the items 
are related. 

relationship [ri'leij'nfip] n -1. [between people, 

countries] the contact and communication 
between people, groups, countries etc and 
the way they feel about each other □ France 
and Scotland have always had a good relationship. 
□ a close working relationship. -2. [between lov¬ 

ers] a sexual or romantic friendship between 
two people □ She's having a relationship with an 
older man. -3. [between things] a connection 
between two or more objects, events etc □ / 
see absolutely no relationship between the two 
incidents. 

relative [’relativ] o adj -1. [ease, poverty, suc¬ 

cess] that is true to a certain degree when 
compared with something else □ Now we can 
live in relative comfort. -2. [size, amount] that is 
being compared with something else □ We 
discussed the relative merits of the two systems. 
-3. to be relative to be something that needs 
to be judged in comparison with other 
things in order to have any meaning or be 
understood □ Truth is relative after all. o n a 
member of one’s family □ We're staying with 
relatives. 

♦ relative to prep (formal use) -1. compared to 
<sthg> □ Salaries are high relative to the aver¬ 
age. -2. connected with <sthg> □ Evidence 
relative to the case was heard. 

relatively [’relativli] adv relatively easy/suc¬ 

cessful etc easy/successful etc compared to 
other things of the same kind. 

relativity frela'tivati] n the scientific theory of 
the relationship between time, size, and 
mass, and the idea that this relationship 
changes with increased speed. 

relax [ri'teks] o vt -1. [person] to make <sb> 
feel calmer and less tense □ / think I need a 
drink to relax me. -2. [muscle, body] to make 
<sthg> become less stiff or firm □ Relax your 
arms and legs. -3. [grip, hold] to make <sthg> 
less tight □ She relaxed her grip on the bag. 
-4. [rule, discipline] to make <sthg> less strict 
□ We cannot afford to relax our guard, o vi -1. 
[person] Just sit back and relax while I make din¬ 
ner. □ Relax! Nothing can go wrong. -2. [muscle, 
body] His face relaxed into a smile. 

relaxation [.riilaek'seijn] « -1. an activity that 
is restful and entertaining □ Rest and relaxa¬ 
tion is what you need. -2. [of discipline, a rule] 
see relax. 

relaxed [ri'laekst] adj [person] who is calm and 
not worried □ a relaxed evening/mood. 

relaxing [ri'laeksir)] adj [walk, bath, weekend] 
that makes one feel relaxed. 

relay ['riilei] {pt & pp relayed) o « -1. a relay 
(race) a race between teams of runners or 
swimmers in which each member of a team 
competes in one part of the race and is then 
replaced by another member. ■ to do sthg in 
relays to do sthg in teams, one team begin¬ 
ning when another one stops. -2. radio 8t tv 

a piece of equipment for receiving radio or 
TV signals and sending them out to another 
region. 
o vr -1. radio & tv to send cradio or TV sig- 
nals> through a relay □ The game will be re¬ 
layed live this evening. -2. [message, news] to 
tell somebody <sthg that one has just been 
told> □ The message was relayed to all depart¬ 
ments. 

re-lay [,ri:'lei] {pt & pp re-laid) vt [cable, carpet] 
to lay <sthg> again. 

release [ri'lfis] o vt -1. [prisoner, hostage] to set 
<a person or animal> free □ They were finally 
released from prison/captivity. □ They released 
him from his contract/promise. -2. [funds, sup¬ 
plies] to make <sthg> available for some¬ 
body to use. -3. [arm, rope] to stop holding 
<sthg> in one’s hand or arms □ She released 
her grip on my arm. -4. [brake, lever] to press <a 
device> to allow something to move freely 
□ He released the safety catch and fired into the 
air. -5. [gas, chemical] to let out <a substance> 
into the air or surroundings □ Toxic chemicals 
are being released into the river. □ It releases 
enormous amounts of atomic energy. -6. business 

to make <a movie, video, CD> etc available 
to the public □ Has their new album been re¬ 
leased yet? -7. [statement, figures] to give <of- 
ficial information> to the press so that it can 
be made public □ The victims' names have not 
yet been released. 

On-1. [from prison] the act or process of re¬ 
leasing a person or animal from a prison, 
cage etc □ after his release from captivity. 
-2. (from pain] a feeling of no longer suffering 
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from pain, anxiety etc □ His death was a mer¬ 
ciful release. -3. [of information] a statement 
made by an organization or government and 
given to the press. -4. [of a gas, chemical] the 
act or process of releasing gas, heat etc □ the 
release of gas into the cylinders. -5. [of a movie) 

the act of releasing a movie, video etc. ■ to 
be on (general) release [movie] to be showing 
in cinemas. ■ a new release a movie, video, 
CD etc that has just been released, 

relegate ['rebgeit] vf -1. [person, object, issue] 

to move <sb/sthg> to a less important posi¬ 
tion □ The senator was relegated to a minor 
committee post. □ They relegated the TV to the 
attic. -2. sport to be relegated [team] to be 
moved to a lower division in a league, 

relegation [.rela’geij'n] n: see relegate □ The 
team is facing relegation to the minor league. 

relent [ri'lent] vi -1. [person] to change one’s 
mind and let somebody do something that 
one has been refusing to let them do □ There 
is no sign of them relenting in their opposition to 
the plan. -2. [wind, storm] to become less se¬ 
vere. 

relentless [ri'lentlss] adj [criticism, rain] that 
never stops or becomes less severe; [oppo¬ 

nent, critic] who never stops trying to do 
something □ I'm so fed up with this relentless 
arguing. □ Redman was always relentless in his 
pursuit of the truth. 

relentlessly [ri1 lent tasli] adv [criticize, continue] 

see relentless □ It rained relentlessly. 

relevance ['relavans] n: see relevant □ His re¬ 
marks are of great relevance to me/to the discus¬ 
sion. □ Academic qualifications have little rel¬ 
evance for or to teenagers today. 

relevant ['rebvant] adj -1. [fact, figure, remark] 

that is connected with something that is be¬ 
ing discussed, considered etc □ His report is 
interesting but not very relevant to our problem. 
-2. [law, idea] that is meaningful or important 
to somebody or something □ Her novels no 
longer seem relevant to modern life. -3. [in¬ 

formation] that is correct or suitable for a par¬ 
ticular situation □ Please supply the relevant 
documents. 

reliability [ri.laia'tftteti] «: see reliable □ Their 
cars are famous for their reliability. 

reliable [ri'laiabl] adj -1. [person, vehicle, service] 

that one can rely on □ I've always found her 
very reliable. -2. [information, figures, statistics] 

that can be believed □ He's hardly a reliable 
witness, is he? 

reliably [ri'labblr] adv [perform, work] in a way 
that one can rely on □ We are reliably informed 
that... 

reliance [ri'laians] « the Jiaer'o'f relying on 
somebody or something □ his reliance on their 
advice. 

reliant [ri'laiant] adj to be reliant on sb/sthg to 
rely on sb/sthg for something □ The theater is 
reliant on sponsorship for its survival. □ He be¬ 
came heavily reliant on drugs. □ I'm reliant on 
public transportation to get to work. 

relic ['relik] n -1. an idea, object, or custom 
that has survived from the past □ The tradi¬ 

tion is a relic from the past. -2. religion a part 
of the body or a possession of a saint that is 
believed to be holy. 

relief [ri'lfif] n -1. a feeling of happiness when 
something unpleasant ends or doesn’t hap¬ 
pen □ What a relief! □ It was such a relief once 
they'd all gone. □ He gave a sigh of relief. -2. [to 

refugees, the poor] aid, usually food, shelter, 
and clothing, that is given to very poor peo¬ 
ple or refugees □ famine/disaster relief □ relief 
work □ a relief worker. -3. us money paid by 
the state to retired and unemployed people, 

relief map n a map that shows the height of 
the land, especially by using colors, 

relief road # GB a road built to take traffic 
away from another busy road, 

relieve [ri'liiv] vt -1. [pain, itching, anxiety] to 
make <sthg> less severe without actually re¬ 
moving the cause □ His outburst helped to re¬ 
lieve the boredom, m to relieve sb of sthg [of a 

weight, problem] to take sthg away from sb, 
in order to help them; [of a duty, position] to 
take sthg away from sb because they have 
done something wrong □ Can I relieve you of 
your coat? □ Mrs Pike was relieved of her duties 
after she was found to have stolen from her em¬ 
ployers. -2. [soldier, shiftworker] to start doing 
the job of <sb> when they have finished 
their shift or need to rest. 

relieved [ri’liivd] adj [person] who feels happy 
because something unpleasant has ended or 
has not happened □ We were very relieved at 
the news/to hear the news. 

religion [n'hd3n] n -1. a belief in a god or 
gods □ We were discussing art and religion. -2. a 
particular system of rules and behavior 
based on a belief in a god or gods □ Islam, 
Hinduism, and other world religions. 

religious [ri'lid33s] adj -1. [belief, book, service] 

that is connected with religion □ an important 
religious festival. -2. [person] who believes in a 
god or gods and follows the rules of a reli¬ 
gion □ I'm not at all religious. 

reline [.rk'lain] vt [coat, cupboard, brakes] to put 
a new lining in <sthg>. 

relinquish [n'ligkwij] vt [power, responsibility, 

right] to give <sthg of one’s own> to some¬ 
body else, usually unwillingly, 

relish ['relij] o » -l, to do sthg with (great) rel¬ 
ish [eat, drink] to do sthg with great satisfac¬ 
tion and enjoyment. -2. a sauce or pickle 
that can be eaten with a dish to give it more 
flavor □ onion relish, o vt [food, opportunity, 

sight] to enjoy <sthg> very much. ■ to relish 
the thought or idea or prospect of doing sthg 
to look forward very much to doing sthg □ / 
don't relish the thought of seeing them again. 

relive [.rii'livj vf [youth, success] to experience 
<sthg from the past> again, usually in one’s 
imagination. 

relocate [.riiloo'keit] o vt [business, staff, facto¬ 

ry] to move <sb/sthg> to a different place, 
o vi [business, staff, factory] The company has 
relocated to Boston. 

relocation [.riilou'keij'n] n: see relocate □ the 
firm's relocation to the Midwest. 
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relocation expenses npl money paid by a 
company to an employee to help pay for 
the costs of moving, either when the em¬ 
ployee joins the company or when the com¬ 
pany moves. 

reluctance [riiAktans] n: see reluctant □ She ex¬ 
pressed some reluctance to get involved in the 
matter. ■ to do sthg with reluctance to do 
sthg although one does not do it willingly. 

reluctant [ri'Uktant] adj [person] who does not 
accept their position, role etc willingly □ / 
was Katy's reluctant chaperone for a week. ■ to 
be reluctant to do sthg not to want to do 
sthg □ She was reluctant to admit the truth. 

reluctantly [riiAktantli] adv [agree, admit) see 
reluctant. 

rely [ri'lai] (yt & pp relied) ♦ rely on vt fus 
-1. to rely on sb to trust sb to do what they 
are expected to do □ / need someone I can rely 
on. □ Don't rely on him giving you any support. □ 
You can rely on him to be late. -2. to rely on 
sthg [on information, evidence] to trust sthg to 
be correct □ / don't think we can rely on what 
he says. -3. to rely on sb/sthg Ion an assistant, 

alcohol, bus] to need sb/sthg in order to con¬ 
tinue living successfully, comfortably etc □ / 
don't like to rely on my mother for money. 

REM (abbr of rapid eye movement) « the 
movement of one’s eyeballs when one is 
asleep, that happens when one is dreaming 
□ REM sleep. 

remain [ri'mein] o vr -1. to stay in a particular 
place, situation, or condition □ He remained 
at work. □ Please remain seated. □ He remained 
behind after the meeting. -2. [custom, fact, prob¬ 

lem] to be left □ Very little remains or There re¬ 
mains very little of the original building. □ All that 
remains is for me to thank everyone for coming 
here tonight, o vt to remain to be done to 
need to be done in the future □ Much re¬ 
mains to be discussed. ■ it remains to be seen... 
it is not yet certain... □ It remains to be seen 
whether or not they will accept the offer. 

♦ remains npl -1. [of a meal, fortune] the parts 
of something that are left after most of it 
has been used up or destroyed □ We could 
eat up the remains of yesterday's buffet. -2. [of a 

person, animal] the parts of a dead body that 
remain, especially a long time after death □ 
The remains of several bodies have been found. 
-3. [of an ancient civilization] the parts of build¬ 
ings or objects that are found, usually bur¬ 
ied, after a very long time □ ancient Roman 
remains. 

remainder [n'memdar] tt -1. the remainder (of 

food, money, a group of people] the part of 
something that is left after everything or 
everybody else has gone □ She spent the re¬ 
mainder on candy. □ They spent the remainder of 
the day at home. -2. math the amount that is 
left when a number cannot be divided ex¬ 
actly by another number □ 3 into 10 goes 3 
remainder 1. 

remaining [ri'meimg] adj the remaining ques¬ 
tion/time etc the question/time etc that is 
left. □ She spent the remaining quarter of an 
hour answering questions from the audience. □ 

The remaining hostages were freed yesterday. ■ 
the last remaining the only one that remains 
□ The mill is one of the few remaining examples 
of its kind in the area. 

remake [« Tiimeik, vb ,ri:'meik] cinema o « a 
new version of a movie that has been made 
before, o vt to make a remake of <a movie> 
□ They are remaking a lot of European movies in 
Hollywood these days. 

remand [US ri'maend, GB -'ma:nd] o n to be on 
remand to be in prison waiting for trial, o vt 
to be remanded in custody [prisoner, criminal] 
to be sent from court to prison to wait for 
trial. 

remand centre « GB a place where young 
people are kept while they are on remand. 

remark [n'ma:rk] o « something that one says 
about a particular subject □ We found her re¬ 
marks very useful. □ That was a very rude re¬ 
mark. o vt to remark (that)... to say that 
something is true, as part of a conversation 
□ He remarked that the recession was not yet 
over. 

♦ remark (up)on vt fus to remark on or upon 
sthg to mention sthg that one finds interest¬ 
ing or impressive □ They remarked on the qual¬ 
ity of the workmanship. 

remarkable [ri'madkabl] adj [change, improve¬ 
ment] that is noticeable or unusual because 
of its quality and causes people to be sur¬ 
prised □ She is remarkable for her modesty. □ 
Since then, we have made remarkable progress. 

remarkably [n'maTkabli] adv -1. remarkably 
stupid/thin etc very stupid/thin etc □ They did 
remarkably well/badly. -2. remarkably,... a word 
used to introduce information which one 
thinks is remarkable □ Remarkably, nobody 
was hurt. 

remarry [US ,ri:‘meri, GB -'maeri] (yt pp re¬ 
married) vi to get married again, after a pre¬ 
vious marriage has finished. 

Rembrandt ['rembraent] (1606-1669) a Dutch 
artist, famous for his self-portraits and his 
use of light and shade. 

remedial [ri'miidjal] adj -1. [teaching, class] that 
involves helping children with learning diffi¬ 
culties. -2. [exercise, therapy] that helps a sick 
person to recover. 

remedy ['remsdi] (yl remedies, pt & pp rem¬ 
edied) o « -l. [for an illness] a cure, often for 
minor illnesses, that uses plants or natural 
products □ a new flu remedy/remedy for the flu. 
-2. [for a problem] a way of dealing with an 
unsatisfactory situation, o vi [problem] to 
find a remedy for <sthg>. 

remember [n'membar] o vt -1. to keep <a per¬ 
son, place, or thing> in one’s memory □ I'll 
always remember this evening. □ / remember the 
first time we met. □ Do you remember playing 
here when we were children? □ / don't remember 
you smoking. -2. [phone number, address] to 
bring to mind <sthg that one had forgotten> 
□ / can't remember his name. □ I'm trying tp re¬ 
member what I did with my keys. -3. [appoint¬ 
ment, task] to make an effort not to forget 
<sthg> □ Did you remember to sign the invoice? 
□ Have you remembered all your things? □ / must 
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remember to send that letter. -4. to remember 
sb to sb to give sb’s greetings to sb else □ 
Remember me to your wife, 

o vi: "What is their phone number?" — "/ can't 
remember." 

remembrance [ri'membrsns] n to do sthg in re¬ 
membrance of sb to do sthg to show that 
one remembers sb who is dead (formal use). 

Remembrance Day n the Sunday closest to 
November 11, when people in Britain and 
countries of the Commonwealth hold 
church services to remember those who 
died in the two World Wars. 

remind [ri'maind] vt -1. to make <sb> remem¬ 
ber something a Can you remind me about the 
bills/to pay the bills? □ I'd like to remind you all of 
the need for urgency. □ He reminded me that I'd 
agreed to go. -2. to remind sb of sb/sthg to 
make sb think of sb/sthg else because they 
are similar □ She reminds me of my sister. □ 
That reminds me, where are those books? 

reminder [n'maind3r] n -l. a reminder of sthg/ 
to do sthg something that reminds some¬ 
body of sthg/to do sthg □ / left a reminder for 
myself on the table. -2. a letter sent to remind 
somebody to pay for something that should 
already have been paid for □ The phone com¬ 
pany have sent me a reminder. 

reminisce [.rema'ms] vi to talk or think about 
something, usually something pleasant, that 
happened in one’s past. 

reminiscences [.rems'msansiz] npl things that 
somebody says or writes about their own 
past. 

reminiscent [.rema'nisnt] adj to be reminiscent 
of sb/sthg to make one think of sb/sthg that 
is similar □ The flavor is faintly reminiscent of 
strawberries. 

remiss [ri'mis] adj to be remiss not to have 
done something that one should have done 
□ It was remiss of him not to reply. 

remission [ri'mijn] n -1. law a reduction in 
somebody’s prison sentence, e.g. because 
they have behaved well. -2. to be in remis¬ 
sion [illness] medicine to have become less se¬ 
vere □ He's now been in remission for several 
months. 

remit [« 'riimit, vb ri'mit] (ft & ff remitted, 
cont remitting) On GB the area of activity 
that somebody is allowed or expected to 
deal with □ It is outside the remit of the UN 
peacekeepers to intervene in such cases, o vt to 
send <money> by mail as payment for 
something. 

remittance [ri'mitns] n a payment for some¬ 
thing, sent by post □ Please enclose a remit¬ 
tance of $10. 

remnant ['remnant] n -1. a small piece of cloth 
that is left when the rest has been used or 
sold □ I'll use the remnants to make a patchwork 
cushion. -2. a small part of something that 
remains when the rest has gone or been de¬ 
stroyed □ He fled with the remnants of his army. 

remodel [,ri:'mDdl] (US ft & pp remodeled, cont 
remodeling, GB ft & pp remodelled, cont re¬ 
modelling) vt -1. [design, car, nose] to change 

the shape of <sthg>. -2. us [house, store] to 
repair and improve <a building> □ ‘Closed for 
remodeling.' 

remold us, remould gb friimould] « an old 
tire that has been given a new outer layer 
so that it can be used again. 

remonstrate [US ri'mainstreit, GB 'remanstreit] 
vi to complain firmly about something (for¬ 
mal use) □ / remonstrated with the official, but he 
said he could do nothing. 

remorse [ri'mo:rs] « a strong feeling of sorrow 
and guilt for having done something wrong 
□ She was filled with remorse at what she had 
done. 

remorseful [ri'mD:rsfl] adj [person] who feels 
remorse. 

remorseless [ri'mo:rsl3s] adj -1. [cruelty, ambi¬ 

tion] that shows no pity or concern for other 
people □ His remorseless criticism finally started 
to get me down. -2. [advance, progress] that 
continues in a way that is threatening and 
impossible to stop □ Nothing seems able to 
halt the remorseless spread of the epidemic. 

remorselessly [ri'm3:rsbsli] adv [tease, punish, 

advance] see remorseless □ The storm raged re¬ 
morselessly through the night. 

remote [ri'mout] adj -1. [region, star] tht is far 
away; [village, farm] that is quiet, lonely, and 
far from places where people live; [future, pe¬ 

riod] that is far from the present in time □ 
the remotest galaxy of the universe □ a remote 
and uninhabited island □ These people lived in the 
remote past. -2. to be remote from sthg to be 
very different from sthg, and therefore not 
relevant to it □ The life of a prince is very re¬ 
mote from that of ordinary people. -3. [person, 

behavior] that does not seem friendly toward 
or interested in other people □ a remote smile 
□ The management is becoming increasingly re¬ 
mote from the workforce. -4. [chance, connec¬ 

tion, resemblance] that is very small. ■ I 
haven't the remotest idea I don’t know □ / 
haven't the remotest idea what you're talking 
about. 

remote control n a system for controlling a 
vehicle or piece of equipment, e.g. a televi¬ 
sion or model car, from a distance by means 
of radio or electronic signals; a small device 
used to control something in this way □ The 
doors are opened by remote control. □ a remote- 
control device/model aircraft. 

remote-controlled adj [car, machine] that is 
operated by remote control. 

remotely [ri'moutli] adv not remotely not at all 
□ They're not even remotely similar to each other. 
□ I'm not remotely interested. 

remould ['riimould] n GB = remold. 

removable [ri'muivabl] adj [shelf, handle] that 
can be easily removed from something. 

removal [ri'muivl] n -1. the act of moving fur¬ 
niture when people move from one house 
to another □ a removal company. -2. see re¬ 
move □ The liquid is used for the removal of oil 
and grease. 

removal van « GB a large truck used to trans- 
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port furniture when people move to another 
house. 

remove [ri'muiv] vf -1. [bag, statue, person] to 
take <sb/sthg> away from one place and 
put them somewhere else □ Kindly remove 
that poster from my wall. □ All the furniture had 
been removed prior to refurbishment. -2. [jacket, 

bandage] to take off <sthg that one is wear- 
ing> □ Please remove your shoes before enter¬ 
ing the mosque. -3. [stain, dirt] to get rid of 
<sthg> by cleaning or washing □ / spent the 
day removing the graffiti from the walls. -4. [em¬ 

ployee, worker] to take away a position, job 
etc from <sb> □ She was removed from her po¬ 
sition on the board. -5. [problem, threat, suspi¬ 

cion] to get rid of <sthg> □ Surgeons removed 
a tumor from his brain. □ / hope that this informa¬ 
tion will remove any doubts you may have had. 

removed [ri'muivd] adj to be far removed from 
sthg to be very different from sthg □ His 
ideas are too far removed from reality to be of 
practical benefit. 

remover [ri'mu:v3r] n a chemical for removing 
unwanted marks or substances □ a bottle of 
nail-polish remover □ paint remover. 

remuneration [ri,mju:n3lreij'n] n payment for 
work that has been done (formal use) □ They 
received a small remuneration. 

Renaissance [US .rena'sains, GB ra'neisans] « 
the Renaissance the period from about 1300 
to 1600 in European history, when the ideas 
of ancient Greece influenced art, architec¬ 
ture, and literature □ Renaissance art/poetry/ 
thought. 

rename [,ri:'neim] vt [organization, ship, street] to 
give <sthg> a new name □ The party has been 
renamed "the Democratic Alliance". 

rend [rend] {pt & pp rent) vt [hair, clothes] to 
pull or tear <sthg> violently (literary use), 

render ['rendal vt (formal use) -1. to cause 
<sb/sthg> to be in a particular state □ The 
blow rendered him unconscious. □ Computeriza¬ 
tion has rendered many skills obsolete. -2. to 
give somebody <help, assistance> etc □ You 
have rendered us a great service. -3. to render 
an account to present somebody with an ac¬ 
count that has to be paid, 

rendering ['rendariij] « -1. [of a song, play] a 
performance of a piece of music or writing. 
-2. [of a novel, poem] a translation, 

rendezvous ['rnndeivui] {pi rendezvous [-z]) « 
-1. an arrangement people make to meet at 
a particular time and place; the place where 
such a meeting takes place □ We made a ren¬ 
dezvous for Tuesday at the hotel. □ He was sum¬ 
moned to a secret rendezvous on the outskirts of 
town. -2. a cafe, bar etc where people of a 
particular kind often meet □ The club is a fa¬ 
vorite rendezvous for boxing fans. 

rendition [ren'dijn] « a performance of a song, 
play etc. 

renegade ['remgeid] tt a person who fights or 
opposes the country, political party, religion 
etc that they once belonged to (disapproving 
use) □ renegade soldiers/supporters. 

renege [US ri'mg, GB ra'neig] vi to renege on 

sthg [on a promise, deal] not to do sthg that 
one has promised to do (formal use). 

renegotiate [lri:ni'gouJ'ieit] o vf [agreement, 

contract] to try to change <sthg> by discuss¬ 
ing it again, o vi: We thought the deal was set¬ 
tled, but they are asking us to renegotiate. 

renew [ri'niu:] vt -1. [attempt, campaign, efforts] 

to begin <sthg> again, especially after a pe¬ 
riod of time □ I'm looking forward to renewing 
my acquaintance with her. □ There was renewed 
fighting in the area last night. -2. [tire, stocks] to 
replace <sthg that is old or finished> with 
something new of the same sort □ You need 
to renew the batteries once a year. -3. [license, 

contract, subscription] to make <sthg> valid or 
effective for a further period of time □ / need 
to renew these books at the library. 

renewable [ri'niumbl] adj -1. [energy, resource] 

that comes from a natural source that can 
replace itself when it has been used □ renew¬ 
able energy sources. -2. [license, contract] that 
can be renewed. 

renewal [ri'niuml] n: see renew □ The license is 
due for renewal □ an urban renewal program. 

renewed [ri'nJuid] adj renewed enthusiasm/ 
energy etc enthusiasm/energy etc that one 
has again after not having had much of it 
for a time □ I set to work with renewed interest. 

rennet [‘renst] n a substance that makes milk 
become thick and sour, used in making 
cheese. 

Renoir ['renwod], Pierre Auguste (1841- 
1919) a French Impressionist painter, well 
known for his bright, colorful style of paint¬ 
ing. 

renounce [n'nauns] vt -1. [belief, religion, values] 

to stop believing in <sthg> so that one be¬ 
haves in a different way □ The terrorists have 
refused to renounce violence. -2. [title, privilege, 

claim] to say formally that one no longer 
wants to have <sthg> (formal use). 

renovate ['renaveit] vf [house, building, furniture] 

to repair and improve <sthg that is in bad 
condition>. 

renovation [.rena'veijn] tt: see renovate □ The 
building is in need of renovation/is closed for 
renovation. 

♦ renovations npl the work that is done to 
renovate something □ The renovations will take 
several months. 

renown [ri'naun] n fame, usually for a particu¬ 
lar talent or achievement □ an architect of 
world renown. 

renowned [ri'naond] adj [artist, doctor, city] that 
is famous for a particular quality □ He is re¬ 
nowned as a political thinker. □ The island is re¬ 
nowned for its glassware. □ She's renowned for 
her tactlessness. 

rent [rent] o past tense d? past participle of rend, 
o n money paid regularly for the use of 
something that belongs to somebody else, 
e.g. a house, car, or piece of land □ What's 
the rent? □ My rent is $1,000 a month. □ Have 
you paid this month's rent? □ a rent collector/ 
rebate, o vt [house, office, car] to have the use 
of <sthg> by paying rent to its owner; to al- 
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low somebody to use <sthg> in return for 
payment □ We rent this house from an agency. 
□ We've rented the apartment to some students. 

♦ rent out vt sep to rent sthg out [house, office, 

car] to allow somebody to use sthg in return 
for payment □ They rent out their boat to tour¬ 
ists during the summer. 

rental f'rentl] « -1. an amount of money paid 
as rent □ We have to pay the rental for or on the 
video. -2. an act of renting something □ a 
rental car □ a rental agreement/contract. 

rent book « a small book used to record the 
amounts and dates of rent that is paid by a 
tenant. 

rented ['rentad] adj [house, car] that somebody 
is allowed to use because they pay rent for 
it □ They live in rented accommodation. 

rent-free o adj [house, car] that somebody is 
allowed to use without having to pay rent 
for it. o adv: We stayed there rent-free. 

renumber [,ri:’nAmbar] vt [pages, paragraphs] to 
give new numbers to <a series or list of 
things>. 

renunciation [ri.nAnsi'eiJh] tt: see renounce (for¬ 
mal use). 

reoccurrence [US .riia'ksrrans, GB -'kAr-] n if 
there's a reoccurrence if this happens again, 

reopen [,ri:'oopn] o vt -1. [store, bar] to open 
<sthg> after it has been closed for a period 
of time; [border, route] to allow people to 
cross or use <sthg> after a period when this 
was not allowed □ They reopened the theater 
after restoration work. □ The trail has now been 
reopened to tourists. -2. [talks, debate] to start 
to discuss <sthg> again after it has previous¬ 
ly been stopped or completed □ The lawyers 
have applied for the case to be reopened, 
o vi -1. [store, border] The factory will reopen to¬ 
morrow after the fire. -2. [talks, debate] The man¬ 
agement improved their pay offer and negotia¬ 
tions reopened. -3. [wound, cut] to start to 
bleed again after the skin has begun to heal, 

reorganization [US ri:,o:rg3n3'zei.fn, GB -ai-] tt: 
see reorganize □ The industry is going through 
major reorganization. 

reorganize, -ise [,ri:'o:rganaiz] vt [company, sys¬ 

tem] to organize <sthg> in a different way 
in order to improve it □ We are reorganizing 
the way we handle orders. 

rep [rep] « -1. business abbr of representative. 
-2. abbr of repertory. -3. abbr of repertory 
company. 

Rep. US -1. abbr of Representative. -2. abbr of 
Republican. 

repaid [rii'peid] past tense <S2 past participle of 
repay. 

repaint [,ri:'peint] vt [house, wall] to paint 
<sthg> again to make it look better, 

repair [ri'pear] o vt -1. [car, house, light] to 
mend <sthg that is damaged or not working 
properly>; [puncture, hole] to mend <a dam¬ 
aged area> of something □ The TV needs re¬ 
pairing. □ It will cost a fortune to repair the dam¬ 
age. -2. [fault, omission, situation] to do things 
to make <sthg wrong or harmful> right or 

repeat 

to make it less serious □ Haw can we repair 
the damage this has done to our reputation? 
o « the act of repairing something; the work 
done to repair something □ The church roof is 
in need of repair. □ The car needs some urgent 
repairs. □ When will you be able to carry out the 
repairs? □ a repair job □ a car repair workshop, m 
to be beyond repair to be so badly damaged 
that it is no longer possible to repair it □ 
This jacket is so old it's beyond repair now. m to 
be in good/bad repair to be in good/bad con¬ 
dition □ Parts of the house are in bad repair ok in 
a bad state of repair. 

repair kit tt a set of tools and materials for 
carrying out simple repairs on a car, bicycle, 
machine etc. 

repaper [,ri:'peip3r] vt [wall, room] to cover 
<sthg> with new wallpaper, 

reparations [.repa'reifnz] npl money that a de¬ 
feated country is made to pay after a war in 
order to pay for the damage it has caused □ 
war reparations. 

repartee [,repa:rlti:] tt replies that somebody 
makes in a conversation that are quick and 
amusing. 

repatriate [US ,ri:'peitrieit, GB -'past-] vf [spy, il¬ 
legal immigrant] to send or bring <sb> back to 
their own country. 

repay [ri'pei] (pt & pp repaid) vt -1. [debt, loan] 
to pay back cmoney that one owes> to 
somebody; to pay back this money to <sb> 
□ The loan must be repaid in three instalments. □ 
He eventually repaid the money to his parents or 
repaid his parents the money. □ When will you re¬ 
pay me? -2. [favor, kindness] to do or give 
somebody something in return for <sthg 
that they have done> □ / hope I can repay your 
hospitality one day. □ How can I ever repay you 
for all your help? 

repayable [ri'peiabl] adj [loan, mortgage] that 
must be repaid at a particular time □ The loan 
is repayable over 12 months. 

repayment [ri'peimant] tt -1. an amount of 
money paid, usually regularly, in order to 
repay a debt, loan etc □ / was unable to keep 
up with the mortgage repayments. -2. [of a debt, 
loan] see repay □ The loan is due for repayment 
in two years. 

repeal [ri'pid] o vt [law, ban] to formally end 
<sthg>. o n [of a law, ban] the act of repeal¬ 
ing something □ They campaigned for the re¬ 
peal of the restrictions on trade. 

repeat [ri'pirt] o vt -1. [statement, demand] to 
say or write <sthg> again; [word, oath] to say 
<sthg that somebody else has said>; [secret, 
story] to tell <sthg that one has been told> 
to other people □ This is not, I repeat not, the 
best way to do it. □ I'll read the instructions and 
you repeat them back to me. □ Don’t repeat what 
I've said to anyone. -2. [exercise, activity] to do 
<sthg> again □ He keeps repeating the same 
mistakes. □ We wish to repeat our order for spare 
parts. □ This offer cannot be repeated. ■ to re¬ 
peat oneself to say or do something that one 
has already said or done □ History has a habit 
of repeating itself. □ I'm sorry to repeat myself, 
but this is of vital importance. -3. radio & tv 
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[show, series] to broadcast <a program> that 
has been broadcast before. 
On-1. radio & tv a program that has been 
broadcast before □ There's nothing but repeats 
on this evening. -2. [of a statement, demand, or¬ 

der] the act of doing or saying something 
again □ This is just a repeat of what she said last 
week. □ a repeat order/performance. 

repeated [ri'pi-.tad] adj [visits, delays, attempts] 

that happen or are made many times, usu¬ 
ally for a single purpose □ They have not paid 
us despite our repeated warnings. 

repeatedly [ri’piitsdli] adv [ask, call, hit] see re¬ 
peated □ He's been warned repeatedly not to go 
there. 

repel [ri'pel] (ft & yy repelled, cont repelling) vt 
-1. [smell, sight, person] to cause <sb> to feel 
disgust or strong dislike □ Even the thought of 
seeing him again repelled me. -2. [attacker, army] 

to fight against <sb> and make them move 
back □ The troops succeeded In repelling the at¬ 
tack. 

repellent [ri'petant] o adj [smell, sight, person] 

that one finds disgusting or very unpleasant. 
On a chemical that keeps insects away □ a 

can of insect/mosquito repellent. 

repent [ri'pent] (formal use) o vt [sin, crime, mis¬ 

take] to feel regret for <sthg bad that one 
has done>. o vi: There is still time to repent. □ 
He refused to repent of his sins. 

repentance [ri'pentsns] n a feeling of sadness, 
regret, and shame for something bad that 
one has done (formal use), 

repentant [ri'pentant] adj [person] who feels 
repentance (formal use). 

repercussions [,ri:p3r'kAj'nz] nyl the unexpec¬ 
ted and usually unpleasant results of an ac¬ 
tion, event, decision etc □ This mistake could 
have serious repercussions for everybody in the 
agency. 

repertoire ['repartwa:r] n all the plays, music 
etc that a performer, group etc has learned 
and is able to perform □ They have broadened 
their repertoire to include a number of contempo¬ 
rary works. □ He has a huge repertoire of jokes. 

repertory [US 'repartoiri, GB -ari] n a system in 
which a theater company performs a num¬ 
ber of different plays over a period of time, 
using the same actors and working in a sin¬ 
gle theater □ She is currently working in reper¬ 
tory in Bristol. 

repertory company « a company of actors 
that performs plays in repertory, 

repetition [.reps'tijn] n the act of repeating 
something; something that has already been 
done or said before □ Each day was just a rep¬ 
etition of the previous one. □ His speech was full 
of pauses and repetitions. 

repetitious firepa'ti/as], repetitive [ri'petitiv] 
adj [job, speech] that is boring because the 
same things are said or done all the time, 

rephrase [,ri:'freiz] vt [question, answer, sen¬ 

tence] to say or write <sthg> again using dif¬ 
ferent words, usually to make it clearer □ I'm 
sorry, I'll rephrase that. 

replace [ri'pleis] vt -1. to take the position, 

work, function etc of <sb/sthg else> □ Com¬ 
puters have now replaced filing systems. □ Alco¬ 
hol has replaced tobacco as the nation's biggest 
killer. -2. [car, model, equipment] to change 
<sthg> for something that is better; [em¬ 

ployee, staff] to get rid of <sb> and get some¬ 
body else to do their job □ We are replacing 
our old trucks with modern 40-ton vehicles. □ 
They replaced him with a younger man. -3. [bat¬ 

tery, engine] to put something new in the 
place of <sthg lost, broken, or damaged> □ 
The tires on this car need to be replaced. -4. [lid, 

book] to put <sthg> back where it was be¬ 
fore □ She finished her telephone call and re¬ 
placed the receiver. 

replacement [n'pleismant] n -1. a person or 
thing that replaces somebody or something 
else □ Who's the replacement for Keane? □ In 
the meantime, we'll give you a free replacement 
car. -2. see replace □ the replacement of trams 
by buses. 

replacement part « a new part for a ma¬ 
chine, car etc that replaces one that has be¬ 
come broken or worn out. 

replay [vb ,ri:'plei, n ’riiplei] o vt -1. sport to 
play <a match or game> again because nei¬ 
ther side won the first time. -2. [video, tape] 

to play <a recording> again, o « sport a 
match, game etc that is replayed, 

replenish [ri'plemj'] vt [glass, shelves] to make 
<sthg> full again; [stocks, supplies] to replace 
the things from <sthg> that have been used, 
sold etc (formal use). 

replete [ri'pliit] adj to be replete to have eaten 
and drunk enough. ■ to be replete with sthg 
to be full of sthg, especially food or drink 
(formal use). 

replica [’replika] n a very good copy of some¬ 
thing, e.g. of a statue or car □ The painting is 
an exact replica of the original. 

replicate f'replikeit] vt [virus, experiment, results] 

to make an exact copy of <sthg>, usually 
under different conditions (formal use), 

replication [.repli'keijn] n (formal use) -1. 
something that has been replicated. -2. see 
replicate. 

reply [ri'plai] (yt & yy replied, yl replies) o « 
something said or done as an answer to 
something □ I had no replies to the ad I placed. 
■ in reply as an answer to something that 
somebody has said or done □ In reply to your 
memo, I confirm that our present stocks are ad¬ 
equate. 

o vt to say <sthg> as an answer to a ques¬ 
tion, inquiry etc □ "Are you Mr Smith?" — 
"Yes," he replied. □ She replied that she had 
been ill. 

o vi -1. [to somebody’s question, letter] to an¬ 
swer a person, question, letter etc □ / wrote 
last week but they haven't replied. □ They replied 
at once to our enquiries. -2. [to somebody’s at¬ 

tack, decision] to do something as a result or 
reaction to something that somebody else 
has said or done □ Our rivals replied to our 
sales promotion with price cuts of their own. 

reply coupon n a part of a catalog, advertise¬ 
ment etc that can be cut off and returned in 
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order to make an order, ask for more infor¬ 
mation etc. 

reply-paid adj GB [envelope, postcard] that can 
be mailed in reply to an advertisement, offer 
etc without a stamp because the cost of the 
postage has already been paid. 

report [ri'po:rt] o « -l. a spoken or written 
description of something that has happened 
□ reliable/conflicting reports □ They gave us a 
brief/full report of what they had been doing. -2. 
an official written document giving facts and 
information about something □ a government 
report on crime. -3. journalism an account of 
an event, published in a newspaper or 
broadcast on TV or radio □ a press report □ 
On the front page was a report on events in Hong 
Kong. -4. GB education = report card, 

o vt -1. to tell somebody about <sthg that 
has happened> o / reported my findings to Mr 
Davidson. □ He reported that he had seen the 
couple together the previous year. -2. [crime, 

death] to tell people in authority about <sthg 
that has happened>; to make a complaint to 
people in authority about <sb> □ Accidents 
should be reported immediately. □ The money 
was reported missing on Tuesday. □ / reported 
the driver of the car to the police. □ I'll have to re¬ 
port you for being late. -3. [incident, war, mar¬ 

riage) to announce or describe <an event> in 
a newspaper or on TV or radio □ We report 
everything that happens in Congress, 

o vi -1. [member of staff] to describe or give 
an account of something □ You must report on 
your progress to the manager. -2. [committee, re¬ 

searcher] to announce the facts and informa¬ 
tion that one has found about something, 
usually in a written document □ The Commis¬ 
sion of Inquiry will report next week. -3. [jour¬ 

nalist, newspaper, channel] to print or broad¬ 
cast the news about something □ This is Mary 
Wright, reporting from Moscow for CNN. □ We 
reported on the fire in our last issue. -4. to re¬ 
port to sb to go to sb to say that one has ar¬ 
rived or to tell them what one has been do¬ 
ing; business to have sb as one’s superior at 
work and take one’s orders from them □ Will 
Norma Redding please report to the airport infor¬ 
mation desk. □ He has to report to his probation 
officer every Saturday. □ You will be reporting di¬ 
rectly to the head of sales. ■ to report for sthg 
[for work, duty] to tell the people in authority 
that one has arrived and is ready to do sthg 
□ This is Sergeant Jones reporting for duty. 

♦ report back vi to give news or information 
about something that one has been sent to 
find out about □ I'd like you to report back to 
me on what was discussed. 

reportage [ri'po:rtid3] n the act of reporting 
news for the press, TV, or radio; this style 
of reporting. 

report card « US education a document writ¬ 
ten by a school for each student’s parents to 
tell them about their child's work and be¬ 
havior during the previous term or year. 

reportedly [n'po:rtodli] adv a word used to 
show that one is reporting what people say 

but cannot be sure that what is said is true 
□ He is reportedly suffering from pneumonia. 

reported speech [ri.podtad-] n grammar a way 
of saying what somebody else has said 
without repeating their actual words, e.g. 
“he said that he was ill” and “she asked if 
she could come.” 

reporter [ri'p3:rt3r] « a person whose job is to 
find news and report it in newspapers, on 
TV, or on the radio □ a crime reporter □ He's a 
reporter from "The Herald". 

repose [ri'pooz] n calm and peaceful rest (liter¬ 
ary use). 

repository [US ri'pDZ3to:ri, GB -ari] (yl reposi¬ 
tories) n -1. [for books, documents] a place, 
e.g. a museum or warehouse, where books, 
documents etc are stored. -2. [of facts, knowl¬ 

edge] a person or book that stores large 
amounts of information. 

repossess firiips'zes] vt [house, car] to make 
somebody give <sthg> back, usually be¬ 
cause they have failed to make the neces¬ 
sary payments for it. 

repossession [,ri:ps'zefn] n: see repossess □ As 
mortgage rates have risen, the number of repos¬ 
session has increased. 

repossession order n a legal document ob¬ 
tained from a court of law that allows the 
owner to repossess a house, car etc. 

reprehensible [.repri'hensabl] adj [person, be¬ 

havior] that is very bad or immoral (formal 
use). 

represent [,repri'zent] vt -1. [person, country, 

group] to act or speak for <sb/sthg> □ Mr 
Singh represents our company's interests in India. 
o The President was represented at the funeral 
by the First Lady. -2. to be represented [country, 

group] to have one of its members at a meet¬ 
ing, event etc; [opinion, interest] to be consid¬ 
ered and discussed by the people at a meet¬ 
ing, event etc □ Various environmental groups 
are represented on the committee, m to be well 
or strongly represented to be present in large 
numbers or in a great amount □ Dickinson's 
work is well represented in this new anthology. 
-3. [figure, amount] to be a sign or symbol for 
<sthg> □ "£" represents the speed of light. □ 
The graph represents the volume of sales over 
the last five years. -4. [ideas, opinions] to be 
typical of <sthg> □ / don't believe that your 
views represent the thinking of the general public. 
-5. [advance, increase, improvement] to be or 
mean the same as <sthg> □ My salary has ris¬ 
en by $500, which represents a 2% increase. □ 
Their new proposal represents a major change in 
their position. -6. to represent sb/sthg as sthg 
to describe sb/sthg as being sthg, usually in¬ 
correctly □ The new premier has tried to repre¬ 
sent the vote as a triumph for democracy. 

representation [.reprizen'teifn] n -1. the fact 
of being represented by somebody on a 
committee, in a meeting etc □ The representa¬ 
tion of blind people on the Disabled Council has 
Increased significantly. -2. something, e.g. a 
picture, description, play etc, that shows or 
describes somebody or something □ The book 
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is a moving representation of the sufferings of 
war. 

♦ representations nyl to make representa¬ 
tions to sb GB to make a formal complaint or 
request to sb official (formal use). 

representative [.repri'zentativ] o adj -1. [com¬ 

mittee, panel, government] that is made up of 
a small group of people who are chosen or 
elected to act or speak on behalf of a larger 
group of people. -2. [view, sample] that is 
typical of a particular group of people □ The 
result of the survey is representative of the coun¬ 
try as a whole. 
o n -1. [of a company, organization! a person 
who is chosen to act or speak on behalf of 
somebody or something □ The government in¬ 
tends to send a representative to the negotia¬ 
tions. -2. politics a senator, member of par¬ 
liament etc who is elected to represent a 
particular region or group □ our elected repre¬ 
sentatives. -3. business a person whose job is 
to visit companies and organizations in an 
area, selling goods and services for the com¬ 
pany that they are employed by (formal use). 

♦ Representative « a member of the US 

House of Representatives. 

repress [ri'pres] vt -1. [smile, emotion, desire] to 
control <a feeling> so that other people do 
not see or notice it □ / somehow managed to 
repress the urge to laugh. -2. [country, people] to 
control <sb/sthg> by force and cruelty □ The 
tribe was brutally repressed under colonial rule. 

repressed [ri'prest] adj -1. [person] who is not 
able to show their natural feelings and de¬ 
sires, especially sexual ones □ sexually re¬ 
pressed. -2. [feeling, emotion] that is hidden so 
deeply inside somebody that they do not re¬ 
alize that they feel it □ All that repressed anger 
eventually came to the surface. 

repression [ri'prefn] n -1. the use of force and 
cruelty to control people, a country etc □ Af¬ 
ter years of repression the country was suddenly 
free. -2. the act of hiding and controlling 
natural feelings and desires, especially sex¬ 
ual ones □ This is a classic case of sexual re¬ 
pression. 

repressive [ri'presiv] adj [law, leadership, sys¬ 

tem] that is harsh, severe, and allows no 
personal freedom □ a repressive regime. 

reprieve [n'priiv] o « -1. [from a punishmentl an 
official order delaying or canceling a punish¬ 
ment, especially a death sentence □ He was 
still hoping for a last-minute reprieve. -2. [from 

pain, an attack] a temporary delay or relief in 
times of trouble, pain etc □ The city enjoyed a 
brief reprieve during last week's ceasefire, o vt 
to give <a prisoner> a reprieve. 

reprimand [US 'reprimand, GB -mcnnd] On a 
severe criticism or warning from somebody 
in authority, o vt to give <sb> a reprimand 
because of something that they have said or 
done. 

reprint [vb .rii'print, n ‘riiprint] o vt to print 
new copies of <a book, picture> etc because 
the old copies have all been sold □ The book 
is being reprinted, o n a copy of a book, pic¬ 
ture etc that has been reprinted. 

reprisal [ri'praizl] n an attack or violent action 
that is intended to punish a group of people 
for harm that they have done □ Local author¬ 
ities fear reprisals following Mr Daruwalla's arrest. 
□ The renewed violence is thought to be in repris¬ 
al for the killing of a youth by police last Monday. 

reproach [ri'proutj] o n criticism or blame, 
usually because one is sad that somebody 
has not behaved in the way one had expect¬ 
ed □ There was a look of reproach in her eyes. □ 
I'm fed up with his constant reproaches. ■ to be 
above or beyond reproach [behavior] to be so 
good that it cannot be criticized, o vt to tell 
<sb> that they were wrong to do some¬ 
thing □ He reproached her for forgetting where 
her duties lay. 

reproachful [ri'proutjfl] adj [look, comment] 
that is full of reproach. 

reprobate ['reprobeit] n a person who behaves 
badly, e.g. by gambling or getting drunk a 
lot (humorous use). 

reproduce [.riiprs'dfurs] o vt [picture, detail, ac¬ 

cent] to produce a copy of <sthg>; [atmos¬ 

phere, success] to cause <sthg> to happen or 
be produced again □ We have been unable to 
reproduce the sales figures we achieved last year. 
□ The movie accurately reproduces life in the 19th 
century, o vi biology [animal, plant] to produce 
young animals, plants etc of the same kind 
as itself. 

reproduction [.rkpro'dAkfn] « -1. [of a painting, 

chair, antique] a modem copy of something 
such as a work of art □ This painting is clearly 
a reproduction. □ reproduction furniture. -2. [of a 

picture, atmosphere, success] see reproduce □ 
CD systems give excellent sound reproduction. 
-3. biology the ways by which animals or 
plants reproduce □ human/plant reproduction. 

reproductive [.riipra'dAktiv] adj biology [organs, 

system] that is used by animals or plants in 
reproduction. 

reprogram [.rn'prougrasm] (yt 8t yy repro¬ 
gramed or reprogrammed, cont reprograming 
or reprogramming) vt [computer, data, system] 

to program <sthg> again, usually to get rid 
of mistakes. 

reproof [ri'pruif] n (formal use) blame or disap¬ 
proval of something that somebody has 
done; something somebody says that ex¬ 
presses this. 

reprove [ri1 pru:v] vt to speak to <sb> severely 
and tell them that they have behaved badly 
(formal use). 

reproving [rTpruivig] adj [look, voice] that 
shows reproof for somebody (formal use). 

reptile [‘reptail] n an animal, e.g. a snake, liz¬ 
ard, crocodile, or tortoise, that is cold¬ 
blooded and lays eggs. 

Repub US abbr of Republican. 

republic [n'pAblik] n a country that is gov¬ 
erned by elected representatives and has a 
president rather than a king or queen. 
NOTE: Compare monarchy. 

republican [ri'pAblikan] o « a person who 
supports the system of government in re- 
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publics, o ad/: republican ideas/pressure/sym¬ 
pathies. 

♦ Republican o n -1. us a member or sup¬ 
porter of the Republican Party. -2. GB a per¬ 
son, especially from Northern Ireland, who 
wants Northern Ireland to leave the United 
Kingdom and become part of the Irish Re¬ 
public. o adj -1. US [president, senator, policy] 

that is connected with the Republican Party; 
[newspaper, campaigner) that supports the Re¬ 
publican Party. -2. GB [party, policy, sympathiz¬ 

er! that supports the idea that Northern 
Ireland should be united with the Irish 
Republic. 

Republican Party n the Republican Party one 
of the two main political parties in the US. 
It is considered to be more right-wing than 
the Democratic Party. 

Republic of Ireland —> Irish Republic. 

repudiate [ri'pju:dieit] vt (formal use) -1. [terror¬ 

ism, violence] to say that one will have noth¬ 
ing to do with <sthg>; [suggestion, offer] to 
refuse to accept <sthg> □ Although politicians 
publicly repudiate such tactics, they nevertheless 
continue to happen. -2. (statement, accusation] 

to say forcefully that <sthg> is not true □ / 
repudiate all the charges made against me. 
-3. [friend, wife] to say publicly that one is no 
longer connected with <sb>. 

repugnant [ri'pAgnant] adj [idea, person] that 
one finds very unpleasant, offensive, and 
disgusting o The whole idea is repugnant to me. 

repulse [ri'pAls] vt -1. to cause <sb> to feel re¬ 
pulsion □ / felt repulsed by what he had done. 
-2. [friendship, offer] to refuse <sb/sthg> in a 
cold and unfriendly way. -3. military [army, 

invaders] to fight against <sb> and make 
them move back □ The troops successfully re¬ 
pulsed the first attack. 

repulsion [n'pAlJh] n -1. a feeling of strong 
dislike and disgust □ The thought fills me with 
repulsion. -2. physics a force that causes 
things, such as similar magnetic poles, to 
move away from one another. 

repulsive [ri'pAlsiv] adj [person, behavior, habit] 

that causes one to feel strong dislike or dis¬ 
gust □ What a repulsive sight! □ / find smoking 
repulsive. 

reputable [Yepjatabl] adj [company, firm, suppli¬ 

er] that has a good reputation, especially for 
being honest and reliable □ I only buy from 
reputable dealers. 

reputation [.repjs'teijn] « the opinion that 
people in general have about somebody or 
something, especially about how good or 
trustworthy they are □ The school has a good/ 
bad reputation. □ He has a reputation as an excel¬ 
lent teacher. □ She has the reputation of being a 
bully. ■ to have a reputation for sthg/for being 
sthg to be well known for sthg/for being 
sthg, especially sthg bad □ Susan has a reputa¬ 
tion for saying the wrong thing. 

repute [ri'pjuit] n (formal use) -1. of good/ill etc 
repute that has a good/bad etc reputation □ 
a musician of international repute. -2. of repute 
[company, supplier] that is respected and 

known to be trustworthy □ He's a doctor of 
some repute. 

reputed [ri'pjuitad] adj a reputed expert/ 
authority etc somebody who is generally 
said or believed to be an expert/authority 
etc on something, though there is some 
doubt □ The police questioned Parker, the reput¬ 
ed author of the article. ■ to be reputed to be/ 
do sthg to be generally said or believed to 
be/do sthg □ They are reputed to have offered 
$5 million for the painting. □ Finnigan is reputed 
to be in hiding in Argentina. 

reputedly [ri'pjuitadli] odv a word used to 
show that many people believe or claim 
that something is true, but one is not com¬ 
pletely certain about it □ Sanderson is reputed¬ 
ly living somewhere on the island. 

request [ri'kwest] o « -1. an act of asking for 
something officially or politely □ / made a re¬ 
quest for a loan. □ We are considering your re¬ 
quest to be moved to a new department. □ He 
was unable to grant her request. ■ on request 
[do, send] if asked to; [obtainable, available] if 
asked for □ Catalogs are available on request. ■ 
at sb's request because sb has asked for 
something to be done □ / wrote the report at 
the request of my manager. -2. a piece of mu¬ 
sic that somebody has asked to be played, 
e.g. on the radio □ They played my request. □ a 
request show. 

o vt [help, meeting] to ask for <sthg> politely 
or officially □ We request the pleasure of your 
company at the marriage of our daughter. □ You 
are requested not to smoke in the building. □ We 
are amending your file as requested. 

request stop n GB a bus stop at which buses 
stop only if somebody asks them to, usually 
by making a signal with their hand. 

requiem ['rekwiam] n a requiem (mass) a 
church service in special memory of some¬ 
body who has died; music written for such 
a service. 

require [ri'kwaiar] vt -1. [attention, skill, action] 

to make <sthg> necessary; [help, permission, 

information] to need or want <sthg> □ The 
matter requires careful thought. □ Is there any¬ 
thing else you require? □ 'Part-time staff re¬ 
quired.' -2. [license, obedience, silence] to offi¬ 
cially demand that somebody must have or 
do <sthg> □ The regulations require people to 
return their tax forms within a week. □ Em¬ 
ployees will be required to wear a uniform. 

required [ri'kwaiard] adj [standard, level, time] 

necessary □ when the liquid reaches the required 
temperature. 

requirement [ri'kwai3rm3nt] « a need that 
somebody has; something that is needed or 
necessary □ We hope this new model meets 
your requirements. □ You do not have the mini¬ 
mum entry requirements for this university. 

requisite ['rekwizst] adj [fee, experience, skills] 

necessary (formal use). 

requisition [.rekwi'zijn] vt [food, house, vehicle] 

to take <sthg> from somebody so that the 
army can use it. 

reran [,ri: 'raen] past tense of rerun. 
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reread [,ri:'ri:d] (pt & pp reread [,ri:'red]) vt 
[book, report, meter] to read <sthg> again, 

reroute [,ri:'ru:t] vt [traffic, freight] to send 
<sthg> by a different route, usually because 
there is a problem with the usual route, 

rerun [n 'ri:rAn, vb ,ri:'rAn] {pt reran, pp rerun, 
cont rerunning) o n -1. TV a movie or pro¬ 
gram that is being shown or broadcast again 
□ They're showing reruns of the "Lucy" show. □ 
old movie reruns. -2. [of a situation, conflict, dis¬ 

aster] a situation or event that is very like 
one that has happened before □ We don't 
want a rerun of the problems we had last year. 
o vt -1. [race, competition, election] to run or 
hold <sthg> again, usually because some¬ 
thing went wrong the first time. -2. [movie, 

program, play] to show, broadcast, or perform 
<sthg> again □ The show is being rerun on 
Channel Two. □ She reran the conversation in her 
mind. -3. [tape, computer program] to make 
<sthg> operate again, usually after making 
improvements. 

resale price maintenance [,ri:seil ] n gb busi 

ness a system in which a manufacturer fixes 
the lowest price that its products can be 
sold for in shops and by wholesalers. 

resat [,ri:'sEet] past tense d? past participle of re¬ 
sit. 

reschedule [US ,ri:'sked3u:l, GB -'Jedjuil] vt 
-1. [meeting, elections] to arrange <sthg> so 
that it happens at a different time □ The con¬ 
ference has been rescheduled for October 8. 
-2. finance [loan, debt] to arrange a later date 
for the repayment of <sthg>. 

rescind [ri'sind] vt law [contract, law, agreement] 

to cancel <sthg> by stating officially that it 
is no longer valid. 

rescue ['reskju:] o vt to save <sb/sthg> from 
harm, danger, or loss, especially by putting 
oneself in danger □ I managed to rescue my pa¬ 
pers from the fire. □ The climbers were rescued 
by helicopter, o « the act of rescuing some¬ 
body □ a last-minute rescue □ The company is in 
need of financial rescue. □ a rescue party/mission 
□ a rescue operation/attempt/bid. • to come or 

go to sb's rescue to rescue or help sb □ The 
company was losing money until a financier came 
to our rescue. 

rescuer ['reskju:3r] n a person who rescues or 
tries to rescue somebody, 

reseal [,ri:'si:l] vt [envelope, packet] to close and 
seal <sthg> again after it has been opened, 

resealable [,ri:'si:tabl] adj [envelope, box, packet] 

that can be resealed and therefore reused, 

research [ri's3:rtj] o n serious and detailed 
study that is intended to produce new 
knowledge or understanding of a subject □ 
medical/scientific/historical research □ We are do¬ 
ing research on or into the spread of meningitis. 
□ a research laboratory/worker/grant. ■ research 
and development work done to invent, prod¬ 
uce, and test new products and services; the 
part of a company or organization that does 
such work □ Research and development is vital 
to a company's long-term success. □ I work in re¬ 
search and development. 

o vt [facts, background] to do research into 
<sthg> □ We have researched this matter in 
great detail. 
o vi: Our scientists are researching into the ef¬ 
fects of traffic pollution. 

researcher [n's3:rtJV] « a person who does 
research, usually as a job □ a TV/medical re¬ 
searcher. 

resell [,ri:'sel] (pt &t pp resold) vt [house, shares] 

to sell <sthg one has bought>, often to 
make a profit. 

resemblance [n'zembbns] « a way in which 
things or people resemble each other; the 
fact of looking like or being like somebody 
or something else □ He bears a strong resem¬ 
blance to his father. □ There's not much resem¬ 
blance between them, even if they are sisters. 

resemble [rizembl] vt to look like or be like 
<sb/sthg> □ She resembles her sister very 
closely. □ Conditions on the stock markets resem¬ 
ble those before the Crash. 

resent [rizent] vt [question, comment, person] to 
feel resentment about <sb/sthg> □ / resent 
your interference in my private affairs. □ He re¬ 
sented having to consult Wilkes about everything. 
□ She had always resented her stepmother. 

resentful [rizentfl] adj [person, look] full of re¬ 
sentment □ / felt very resentful toward him. 

resentfully [rizentfli] adv [say, look, scowl] see 
resentful. 

resentment [ri'zentmant] n a feeling of anger 
and annoyance that one has because one 
thinks one has been treated unfairly □ There 
was widespread resentment over the tax in¬ 
crease. 

reservation [.reza^veifn] n -1. [at a hotel, restau¬ 

rant] an arrangement made in advance for a 
seat on a plane, a table at a restaurant etc to 
be kept available for one □ a hotel/flight reser¬ 
vation □ I'd like to make a reservation for 8pm in 
the name of Eastwood. □ Do you have a reserva¬ 
tion? -2. without reservation without any 
doubts or hesitation □ / support your proposal 
without reservation. -3. [for living on] a piece of 
land set aside for a group of people to five 
on, especially for people with a traditional 
way of life, such as Native Americans in the 
USA or Canada □ a Sioux reservation. 

♦ reservations npl doubts about somebody 
or something that stop one from believing, 
liking, trusting etc them completely □ / have 
no reservations about recommending him for the 
job. 

reserve [n'z3:rv] o n -1. [of coal, money, 

strength] a supply or store of something that 
can be used later if necessary □ The country 
has vast oil reserves. □ a reserve supply/tank, m 
to keep/have sthg in reserve to keep/have an 
amount of sthg that can be used later if nec¬ 
essary □ I've kept some cash in reserve in case 
we need it later. -2. sport a player who is not 
chosen for a team but will play if another 
member of the team is injured or unavail¬ 
able □ our reserve goalie. -3. [for animals, plants] 

an area of land set aside to protect the birds 
or animals that live there □ a wildlife reserve. 
-4. [of a person] the quality of not wanting to 
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talk about oneself or let other people know 
one’s thoughts or feelings □ It was difficult to 
break through his very English reserve. 
O vt -1. to reserve sthg for sb/sthg to keep 
sthg specially so that it can be used by sb/ 
sthg □ This room is reserved for members only. 
-2. [table, seat, library book] to arrange to have 
<sthg> kept available at the time one wants 
to use it □ Can I reserve two tickets for tonight's 
performance? □ IA/e have a table reserved in the 
name of Williams. -3. to reserve the right to do 
sthg to demand that one may be allowed to 
do sthg if one feels that this has become 
necessary □ ‘The management reserves the right 
to refuse entry.' □ ‘All rights reserved.' 

reserve bank n -1. one of the 12 main banks 
of the US Federal Reserve System that hold 
reserves of money for other banks. -2. the 
Reserve Bank of Australia the central bank of 
Australia that provides funds for other 
banks. 

reserve currency n supplies of foreign cur¬ 
rency that a government keeps in reserve to 
pay its international debts. 

reserved [ri'z3:rvd] adj -1. [person] who is un¬ 
willing to talk about themselves or let other 
people know their thoughts or feelings □ 
He's shy and reserved by nature. □ a reserved 
smile. -2. [table, seat, library book] that some¬ 
body has reserved □ I'm afraid you can't sit 
there, it's reserved. 

reserve price « GB the lowest price that the 
owner of something is willing to sell it for 
at an auction. 

reservist [ri'z3:rv3st] n a trained soldier who is 
not in the army but can be asked to help 
the army in times of difficulty or emergency. 

reservoir I'rez3rvwa:r] n a natural or artificial 
lake used as a store of water for homes, 
towns, factories etc. 

reset [,ri:'set] (pt & pp reset, cont resetting) 
o vt -1. [clock, meter, controls] to change <a 
device> so that it is ready to work under 
new conditions □ / reset my watch to Moscow 
time. -2. [arm, leg] to put <a broken bone> 
back into its correct position. -3. computing 
to start <a computer> again, usually because 
something has gone wrong with the way it 
is working, o vi computing: Press the red but¬ 
ton to reset. 

resettle [,ri:'setl] o vt -1. [region, island] to go 
and live on, or to send people to live on <an 
area of land> etc where people used to live, 
but which is now uninhabited □ After the war 
successive governments tried to resettle the area. 
-2. to move <people> to a new area or 
country because they are no longer safe in 
their old homes or no longer allowed to live 
there □ The refugees were resettled in camps 
along the border, o vi: Many Jews later resettled 
in Israel. 

resettlement [.ru'setlmant] n: see resettle. 

reshape [,ri:'Jeip] vt [policy, thinking] to give a 
new form or direction to <sthg>. 

reshuffle [,ri:'jAfl] o « a change in the jobs 
and responsibilities of the people in an or¬ 
ganization or political party □ a Cabinet re¬ 

shuffle. o vt [management, department] to carry 
out a reshuffle of the people in <sthg>. 

reside [ri'zaid] vi (formal use) -1. to live in a 
particular place and have one’s home there 
□ The author is currently residing in Norway. -2. 
to reside in sthg to be found in or originate 
from sthg □ Political power resides in the prime 
minister and his cabinet. 

residence ['rezidans] « -1. a house or home, 
especially one that is big and impressive □ 
the ambassador's official residence. -2. in resi¬ 
dence living and staying in a particular 
place, usually because one has a job or offi¬ 
cial position there □ Students must remain in 
residence throughout the term. • to take up resi¬ 
dence to move to a place and start living 
there. 

residence permit n an official document stat¬ 
ing that a foreigner is allowed to live in a 
particular country for a particular length of 
time. 

resident [’rezidsnt] o adj -1. to be resident in a 
place to be living in a place □ She has been 
resident in France for many years. -2. [chaplain, 

doctor, tutor] who lives at the place where 
they work; [artist, expert] who works at a 
particular place or with a particular group □ 
And now a word from our resident medical ex¬ 
pert. o n [of a town, street] a person who lives 
in a particular place; [of a hotel] a person 
who is staying at a hotel □ Local residents 
complained about the noise of traffic, a The bar is 
only open to residents. 

residential brezi'denJT] adj [course, job] that re¬ 
quires people to live at the place where they 
work or study □ a residential institution □ a resi¬ 
dential social worker. ■ residential care a sys¬ 
tem that gives old or disabled people a place 
to live where they are taken care of by 
trained staff □ She's living in residential care. 

residential area n an area that contains 
mainly private houses and apartments, and 
few factories and offices, 

residents' association n an organization 
formed by the people who live in a particu¬ 
lar area, usually a town, that tries to make 
life safer and more pleasant in the area, 

residual [ra'zidsual] adj residual damp/heat 
damp/heat that is left over after the main 
part has disappeared or been removed (for¬ 
mal use). 

residue [’rezid-iu:] « -1. [of money, staff] a small 
amount of something that is left after most 
of it has been taken away. -2. [of salt, cal¬ 

cium] a small amount of a substance that is 
left at the end of a chemical process, 

resign [ri'zain] o vt -1. [post, position] to say 
officially that one is leaving cone’s job> □ 
The scandal forced him to resign his post. -2. to 
resign oneself to sthg [to defeat, one's fate] to 
accept sthg calmly because one realizes that 
one cannot change or prevent it □ I've re¬ 
signed myself to having to work over the week¬ 
end. □ They resigned themselves to a very long 
wait, o vi [from a post, position] □ / have re¬ 
signed from the board/chairmanship. □ The 
board's director was forced to resign. 
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resignation [.rezig'neifn] « -1. the act of re¬ 
signing from a job, post etc □ a letter of resig¬ 
nation □ She handed in her resignation yesterday. 
-2. the feeling one has when one accepts 
something unpleasant without complaining, 
worrying, or trying to change it □ He accept¬ 
ed the decision with resignation. 

resigned [ri'zaind] adj [person] who has re¬ 
signed themselves to something □ a resigned 
look/smile □ / felt resigned to losing my job. 

resilience [ri'zilians] n: see resilient □ The cam¬ 
paign has shown remarkable resilience after the 
setbacks of last year. 

resilient [ri'ziliant] adj -1. (material, substance] 

that is difficult to damage because it goes 
back to its original shape after being hit, 
bent, or crushed □ The springs are still highly 
resilient. -2. [person, company] that can recover 
quickly from illness, difficulty, change etc □ 
The movement has proved far more resilient than 
was expected. 

resin ['rezn] n -1. a thick sticky liquid that is 
produced by some trees, e.g. firs and pines, 
and is used in making medicines, varnish, 
and paints □ pine resin. -2. a thick sticky sub¬ 
stance produced in chemical factories that is 
used in glues and for making plastics □ indus¬ 
trial resin. 

resist [n'zist] vf -1. [enemy, attack, infection] to 
fight against <sthg that is trying to harm 
one> □ Wilkins was charged with robbery and re¬ 
sisting arrest. -2. [change, proposal, attempt] to 
try to stop <sthg> from happening or taking 
effect □ The chairman resisted demands for his 
resignation. -3. [temptation, urge, offer] to stop 
oneself from doing <sthg that one would 
like to do> □ / couldn't resist telling him. □ / can 
never resist temptation. 

resistance [ri'zistsns] n -1. [to an enemy, attack, 

change] see resist □ The invaders met with little 
resistance. □ There is considerable resistance to 
his latest ideas. -2. [to germs, a disease] the 
power of the body to remain unharmed by 
something □ The patient's resistance to infection 
is low. 

resistant [ri'zistant] adj -1. to be resistant to 
sthg [to change, reform] not to want sthg and 
to try to stop it from happening □ You can 
try, but they are extremely resistant to new ideas. 
-2. to be resistant to sthg [to heat, fire, poison] 

not to be harmed or damaged by sthg □ 
rust-/flame-resistant □ This variety is particularly 
resistant to disease. 

resistor [ri'zrstar] n a device used to reduce 
the amount of electricity passing through an 
electrical circuit. 

resit [« ‘riisit, vb ,ri:'sit] (pt & pp resat, cont re¬ 
sitting) GB o n a second examination that a 
candidate can take if they fail the first one. 
o vt to take <an examination> again, 
usually after failing. 

resold [,ri:'sould] past tense & past participle of 
resell. 

resolute [’rezaluit] adj [belief, refusal] that is 
firm and determined, often when one is 
faced with problems or opposition □ / tried to 

dissuade him, but he was resolute. □ She took a 
resolute stand against the cuts. 

resolutely ['rezaluitli] adv [support, oppose, ref¬ 

use] see resolute □ Some countries remain reso¬ 
lutely opposed to the idea. 

resolution [.reza'hnjh] n -1. a proposal to be 
discussed by a group of people at a meeting; 
a formal statement of opinion, agreed by a 
vote of people at a meeting □ The French del¬ 
egation laid down a resolution that business 
should be conducted in French. □ The resolution 
was passed unanimously. -2. [to oneself] a 
promise made to oneself to do something □ 
New Year resolutions □ / made a resolution to 
stop smoking. -3. [in somebody's character] 

strong determination when faced by prob¬ 
lems or opposition □ She went about her tasks 
with grim resolution. -4. [to a problem] a way of 
settling or deciding a problem, difficulty etc 
□ The UN hopes that it will find a peaceful resolu¬ 
tion to the conflict. 

resolve [ri'znlv] o n the determination to suc¬ 
ceed when faced by problems or opposition 
□ These setbacks only served to strengthen our 
resolve, o vt -1. to resolve to do sthg to make 
a firm decision to do sthg, often as a result 
of something bad that has happened □ She 
resolved that she would never speak to him 
again. -2. [crisis, dispute, disagreement] to find 
a way of settling or deciding <a problem or 
argument> □ I'm sure there's a peaceful way to 
resolve our differences. 

resonance ['rezanans] «: see resonant, 

resonant ['rezanant] adj [voice, drum, sound] 

that echoes and is deep, loud, and clear, 

resonate ['rezaneit] vi [voice, sound] to make a 
resonant sound □ The entire hall resonated with 
the sound of cheering. 

resort [ri'zo:rt] n -1. a town or place where 
many people spend their vacations □ a 
health/tourist resort. -2. to do sthg as a last re¬ 
sort to do sthg when everything else has 
failed a As a last resort he asked his father for 
the money. □ Yes, but you must only do it as a 
last resort. ■ in the last resort after all other 
possibilities have been considered □ In the 
last resort he may have to resign. 

♦ resort to vt fus to resort to sthg [violence, 

theft, strikes] to use sthg, even though it is 
wrong or unpleasant, because there is no 
other way of getting what one wants □ Both 
countries were reluctant to resort to military inter¬ 
vention. 

resound [ri'zaond] vi -1. [explosion, music] to be 
heard loudly and clearly □ His voice resound¬ 
ed through the empty hallway. -2. to resound 
with sthg [with drums, voices, laughter] to be 
filled with the sound of sthg □ The whole 
room resounded with applause. 

resounding [rtzaundig] adj -1. [crash, blow] 

very loud. -2. a resounding success/failure a 
very great success/failure □ It was a resound¬ 
ing victory for common sense. 

resource [US 'ri:so:rs, GB ri'zois] n -1. [of coal, 

oil, land] a supply of a raw material that a 
country can use □ our natural/mineral resources. 
-2. [of strength, courage] qualities or posses- 
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sions that a person can use for help, support 
etc □ Our staff is our most valuable resource. □ 
She has inner resources of energy and determina¬ 
tion. -3. sb's resources the money sb has 
available to spend on things □ financial re¬ 
sources □ We pooled our resources to buy her a 
decent present. 

resourceful [ri'so:rsfl] adj [person] who is good 
at finding ways of dealing with difficult 
situations using whatever is available □ I'm 
sure she'll be able to find a way to do it — she's 
extremely resourceful. 

resourcefulness [n'so:rsfln3s] «: see resource¬ 
ful. 

respect [ri'spekt] o n -l. [for a person, some¬ 

body's work] the belief that somebody or 
something is important, admirable, useful, 
or valuable □ / have enormous respect for her 
opinions. □ Mr Fipke seems unable to command 
the respect of his staff. ■ with (all due/the 
greatest) respect... a phrase used when one 
wants to be polite to somebody one is dis¬ 
agreeing with (formal use) □ With all due re¬ 
spect to the Chairman, I still think that this plan is 
unwise. -2. [for somebody's rights, wishes, priva¬ 

cy] care that one does not harm or interfere 
with something; [for a custom, rule] care and 
attention that is required by something □ 
She shows little respect for other people's proper¬ 
ty. □ This chemical is dangerous and must be 
treated with respect. -3. in this or that respect 
in connection with what has just been said 
□ In this respect we are in complete agreement. 
■ in one respect/many respects etc in one 
way/many ways etc □ In some respects they 
are very different. 

o vt -1. [person, work] to feel respect for 
<sb/sthg> □ / find it hard to respect a man who 
treats his wife like that. □ / respect her enormous¬ 
ly for the way she has stood up to criticism. 
-2. [rights, privacy, customs] to show respect 
for <sthg>; [somebody's opinion, judgment, de¬ 
cision] to accept that somebody has a right 
to <sthg>, even if one does not agree with 
it □ He seemed unable to respect my need for si¬ 
lence and privacy. □ / respect what you're saying, 
but it does not alter my decision. 

♦ respects np>l a word used to send one's 
good wishes to somebody (formal use) □ 
Please give my respects to your husband. ■ to 
pay one's last respects to sb to go to sb’s fu¬ 
neral. 

♦ with respect to prep a phrase used to 
show the person or thing that a statement 
applies to □ With respect to your application for 
promotion, this matter will be considered next 
week. 

respectability [ri.spekta’bibti] n [of a person, 
family] see respectable □ The marriage was an at¬ 
tempt to achieve some sort of respectability. 

respectable [ri'spektabl] adj -1. [person, family] 
that lives and behaves in a way that people 
find morally or socially acceptable □ They live 
in a respectable neighborhood. □ / must do my 
hair and make myself look respectable. -2. [result, 
distance, amount] that is average or accept¬ 
able for a particular purpose or situation (in¬ 

formal use) □ This increase makes my salary fairly 
respectable at last. 

respectably [ri'spektabli] adv [behave, dress] see 
respectable □ a respectably dressed young man. 

respected [ri'spektsd] adj [citizen, scientist, or¬ 
ganization] that people admire and have a 
good opinion of □ a highly respected musician. 

respectful [ri'spektfl] adj [person, question, bow] 
that shows respect for somebody □ They lis¬ 
tened in respectful silence to her speech. 

respectfully [ri'spektfli] adv [speak, ask, clap] 
see respectful □ 'Guests are respectfully request¬ 
ed not to smoke in the corridor.' 

respective [ri'spektiv] adj a word that shows 
that each of two or more things belongs to 
each of the other things or people that are 
mentioned □ After the meeting the managers 
went back to their respective departments. □ 
They each had their respective tasks to fulfill. 

respectively [ri'spektivli] adv a word that 
shows that each of two or more things in 
one list refers to something else in the same 
position in another list □ The pound's falls 
against the peseta and the drachma are less 
marked — down from 188 to 185.5 and 352 to 
348 respectively. 

respiration [.respa'reijn] n breathing (technical 
use). 

respirator ['respareitan « -1. a device worn 
over the face to allow people to breathe 
when surrounded by smoke or poisonous 
gas. -2. a machine that pumps air into the 
lungs of people who are unconscious or 
badly injured □ He was put on a respirator. 

respiratory [US 'resparatoiri, GB ri'spiratari] adj 
[system, disease] that is connected with or af¬ 
fects people’s breathing □ respiratory failure. 

respite [US 'respat, GB -ait] « -1. a short period 
of rest or relief during a time of pain, worry, 
or hard work □ We worked all day without a 
moment's respite. □ After a brief respite, the 
bombing began again. -2. a short delay that 
one is allowed before having to do some¬ 
thing unpleasant □ We've been given a respite 
of two weeks before we have to pay. 

respite care n residential care that is arranged 
for short periods for the elderly, mentally 
handicapped etc so that the people who nor¬ 
mally look after them can have a rest, 

resplendent [ri'splendant] adj [colors, building, 

garden] that one thinks is impressive to look 
at (literary use) □ Miss Waters was resplendent 
in a red, full-length dress and a diamond tiara. 

respond [ri'spond] o vt to say <sthg> in an¬ 
swer to something (formal use) □ "I'll go," he 
responded. □ She responded that it was the only 
viable course of action, o vi -1. [to a question, 

suggestion, request] to do something as an 
answer or reaction to something □ Jennifer 
responded with a smile. □ He has failed to re¬ 
spond to my letter. □ They responded by ignoring 
us completely. -2. [to treatment] to react well 
or in a favorable way to a particular kind of 
treatment, especially medical treatment □ 
The car responds well. □ The patient/disease is 
not responding to treatment. 
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response [ri'spDns] n -1. [to a question, letter] an 
answer or reply □ There have been sixty re¬ 
sponses to our advertisement. □ / wrote last 
week but so far I've had no response. -2. [to a re¬ 

quest, event, situation) an action done as an 
answer or reaction to something □ There was 
a good response to our appeal for information. □ 
The government's response to the riots was to 
call out the army. ■ in response as an answer 
or reaction to something □ / am writing in re¬ 
sponse to your letter of July 15. 

response time n computing the time it takes 
a computer to complete a task and tell the 
user it is ready to receive its next instruc¬ 
tion. 

responsibility [ri.sprmsa'bilati] (yl responsibil¬ 
ities) « -1. [for arrangements, somebody's work, 

a project] control and authority over some¬ 
thing, and the duty to see that it is done 
properly □ She was given the responsibility of 
making all investment decisions. □ We share re¬ 
sponsibility for customer relations. □ It's not my 
responsibility to oversee new staff. -2. [for a mis¬ 

take, accident! the blame for having caused 
something □ I take full responsibility for whatev¬ 
er damage he has done. -3. something that 
one must do, especially a job or task □ Your 
responsibilities will include training new staff. □ 
We have a responsibility to our shareholders to 
accept the highest bid. 

responsible [ri'sprmsabl] adj -1. to be respon¬ 
sible for sthg [for arrangements, somebody's 

work, a project] to have responsibility for 
sthg; [for a mistake, accident] to be the cause 
of sthg bad that has happened □ You will be 
primarily responsible for a program of joint ven¬ 
tures. □ A faulty valve is thought to have been re¬ 
sponsible for the explosion. □ You will be held 
personally responsible for any discrepancies in the 
accounts. -2. to be responsible to sb [to a com¬ 

mittee, one's manager, shareholders] to be un¬ 
der the authority of sb and have a duty to 

•explain to them what one has done □ The 
senior managers are responsible to the board of 
directors. -3. [person] who can be trusted to 
do things without needing to be watched or 
controlled □ / wish you would take a more re¬ 
sponsible attitude to your work. -4. [job, task, po¬ 

sition] that involves important work that will 
affect other people. 

responsibly [ri’sponsabli] adv [behave, act] see 
responsible. 

responsive [n'sponsiv] adj [person] who is able 
to react quickly and effectively to something 
□ Politicians need to be responsive to public opin¬ 
ion. 

respray [vb ,ri:'sprei, n 'riisprei] o vt to spray 
<a car> with a new coat of paint, o n: I'm 
taking the car in for a respray. 

rest [rest] o n -1. the rest everything or every¬ 
body else, apart from the things, people, or 
part of something that one has already men¬ 
tioned □ We ate half the cake and threw the rest 
away. □ Five of us were English, the rest were 
from America. □ The rest of the journey was very 
pleasant. □ / thought you were different, but 
you’re just like all the rest. -2. [from work] a pe¬ 

riod of freedom from work or from some¬ 
thing that is tiring; [for one's body] sleep or 
comfortable relaxation □ You need a rest from 
all this worry. □ They worked all night without a 
moment's rest. □ I need some rest □ Why don't 
you have a rest? -3. [for somebody's feet, head] 
an object for supporting something on □ a 
foot rest. -4. phrases to come to rest [vehicle, 
ball] to stop moving □ The car finally came to 
rest in a ditch. • to lay or put sthg to rest [idea, 
belief] to show that sthg is not true □ / want 
to lay this rumor to rest once and for all. 
o vt -1. [one's eyes, feet, arms! to allow <a 
part of one’s body> to relax and recover af¬ 
ter a period of work or effort □ Sit down and 
rest your legs! -2. to rest sthg on/against sthg 
[head, ladder, book] to allow sthg to lie, lean, 
or be supported on/against sthg □ / rested my 
bike up against a lamppost. □ He rested his head 
on her shoulder. -3. (you can) rest assured 
(that)... you can be sure that... □ Rest assured 
that we're doing all we can to help, 
o v/ -1. [person] to stop doing something and 
be still in order to recover one’s strength □ 
We stopped to rest before continuing up the hill. 
□ / won’t rest until I find Rory's killer. -2. to rest 
on sb/sthg [hopes, result] to depend on sb/ 
sthg; [argument, fame] to be based on sb/sthg 
□ England's hopes rest on Jones qualifying for 
the final. □ The prosecution's case rests on the 
evidence of the next witness. -3. to rest with sb 
[choice, blame] to be the responsibility of sb □ 
In the end, the responsibility for the decision rests 
with you. -4. to rest on/against sthg to lie, 
lean, or be supported on/against sthg □ His 
head rested on her shoulder. 

rest area n US & AUS a place at the side of a 
road where drivers can stop and rest. 

restart [ti 'ri:sta:rt, vb ,ri:'sta:rt] o n computing 
the act of restarting a computer operating 
system, o vt -1. [vehicle, engine, race! to start 
<sthg> again because it has stopped or gone 
wrong. -2. [work] to start <sthg> again after 
a rest or break, o vf -1. [vehicle, engine] to 
start again. -2. [game, play] to start again af¬ 
ter a break. 

restate [,ri:'steit] vt [policy, objections, opinion] to 
say <sthg> again, usually in different words. 

restaurant ['restaront] n a place where people 
can buy and eat meals □ a Greek/Chinese res¬ 
taurant. 

restaurant car n GB a car on a train where 
people can buy and eat food. 

rest cure n a long period of rest that is a 
medical treatment for stress, an illness, a 
mental problem etc. 

rested [’restad] adj to be or feel rested to feel 
better because one has had a rest or vaca¬ 
tion. 

restful frestfl] adj [weekend, atmosphere, color] 
that makes one feel relaxed □ / had a very 
welcome and restful break. 

rest home n a place where old or sick people 
live and are looked after. 

resting place [’restig-] n sb's last resting place 
sb’s grave □ The abbey is his final resting place. 
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restitution [.resti'tJuiJ'n] n [of money, rights, 

property] the act of giving back something 
lost or stolen; payment for damage done to 
something (formal use). 

restive ['restivj adj [crowd, audience] that is 
restless and impatient, and therefore likely 
to cause trouble. 

restless ['resttas] adj -1. [audience, child] who 
will not keep still or quiet, usually because 
they are bored or dissatisfied □ The audience 
was beginning to get restless. -2. [person] who 
is constantly moving and unable to be still □ 
his restless wanderings. -3. [night] that is with¬ 
out rest or sleep □ / spent a restless night wor¬ 
rying about Jo. 

restlessly ['restbsli] adv [move, walk] see rest¬ 
less □ Grant paced restlessly up and down the 
waiting room. 

restock [,ri:‘stDk] o vf [shelves, river] to fill 
<sthg> with new supplies, o vf: We restock 
at the end of each week. 

restoration [.resta'reijn] n -1. [of a tax, 

somebody's hearing] see restore □ the restoration 
of law and order. -2. work done to restore a 
building, painting etc to its original condi¬ 
tion; a building, painting etc that has been 
restored □ They're doing a lot of restoration work 
on the fagade. 

restorative [ri'stnrativ] adj [food, sleep] that 
makes one feel better, healthier, or stronger 
(formal use) □ the restorative powers of sleep. 

restore [ri'sto:r] vt -1. [order, confidence, 

somebody's hearing] to bring <sthg> back af¬ 
ter it has been lost; [tax, law] to bring <sthg> 
back after it has stopped being used □ Troops 
were called in to restore calm. □ You've restored 
my faith in human nature! □ In 1977 the country 
voted to restore the death penalty. ■ to restore 
sb to sthg [to power, health] to bring sb back 
to sthg. -2. [building, painting] to mend and 
clean <sthg> so that it returns to its original 
condition □ The palace was restored to its for¬ 
mer glory in 1953. -3. [stolen goods, rights, land] 

to give <sthg> back to its former owner □ 
The jewels were restored to their rightful owners. 

restorer [ri'sto:ror] tt -1. a person who restores 
old buildings, paintings etc. -2. a substance 
that improves the appearance of something 
that is old, dirty etc □ a furniture restorer. 

restrain [ri'strein] vt -1. to try to stop <sb> 
from doing something they intend to do □ 
She couldn't restrain herself from laughing. -2. to 
control <a person or animal> by using force 
□ The prisoner became violent and had to be re¬ 
strained. -3. [emotion, growth, inflation] to keep 
<sthg> under control □ government attempts 
to restrain public spending. 

restrained [ri'stremd] adj -1. [person, response, 

criticism] that is calm, controlled, and un¬ 
emotional □ The tone of the letter was unusually 
restrained. -2. [color, style, music] that is not 
loud, bright, or highly decorated □ The decor 
was tasteful and restrained. 

restraint [ri'streint] tt -1. [on budget, trade] a 
rule or condition that stops something from 
becoming too big or dangerous □ There were 
few restraints imposed on his power. □ The De¬ 

partment of Trade has imposed restraints on 
Japanese car imports. □ wage restraints. -2. the 
ability to stay calm and controlled in diffi¬ 
cult situations □ / think he showed great re¬ 
straint in not losing his temper. □ We should exer¬ 
cise due restraint. 

restrict [ri'strikt] vt [number, growth, movement] 

to put a limit on <sb/sthg> □ We need laws 
to restrict the ownership of firearms. ■ to restrict 
sb to sthg not to allow sb more than a par¬ 
ticular amount of sthg □ Each passenger is re¬ 
stricted to one bottle of wine. □ / shall restrict 
myself to a few comments on this subject, m to 
restrict sthg to sb/sthg to keep sthg limited 
to sb/sthg □ Speed is restricted to 30 mph. □ 
Membership is restricted to people in manage¬ 
ment positions. ■ to restrict oneself to sthg [to 

a subject, activity] to limit what one says or 
does to sthg □ He should restrict himself to writ¬ 
ing instead of interferring with politics. 

restricted [n'striktad] adj -1. [membership, ac¬ 

cess, space] limited in amount, number, or 
size □ Membership is restricted to 600 people. □ 
Visibility was restricted to ten meters. □ a seat 
with a restricted view of the stage. -2. 
[document, information, area] that is secret and 
available only to people with special per¬ 
mission □ 'Restricted area: no unauthorized 
personnel.' 

restriction [n'stnkjn] n -1. a rule or condition 
that restricts something □ speed/import/cur¬ 
rency restrictions □ The State Department had im¬ 
posed restrictions on foreign travel, o Living out 
of town places restrictions on our social life. 
-2. something that stops something else 
from moving or growing freely □ Loosen all 
clothing to avoid restriction of circulation and 
breathing. 

restrictive [ri'striktiv] adj [discipline, rule, father] 

that stops somebody from behaving as 
freely as they want to. 

restrictive practices npl gb official ways of 
working used by a labor union that prevent 
the most effective use of time, labor, equip¬ 
ment etc. 

rest room « US a public toilet in a restaurant, 
theater etc. 

restructure [.rii'strwktJor] vt [company, depart¬ 

ment, local government] to change and im¬ 
prove the organization of <sthg>. 

result [n'zAlt] o n -1. something that happens 
because of something else that has hap¬ 
pened a These problems are the result of a mis¬ 
understanding. □ The net result of the report was 
a reorganization of the company. □ / refused, with 
the result that I was fired. □ Doing it this way 
seems to produce the same result. -2. [of a 

game, election] the final position showing 
who won and who lost etc; [of a test, exami¬ 

nation] a statement showing how somebody 
or something performed □ the primary results 
□ The company's annual results will be published 
tomorrow. -3. [of a calculation, sum] the num¬ 
ber that is the answer to a mathematical 
problem. 
o vi to result in sthg to be the cause of sthg 
usually after a period of time and at the end 
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of a series of events □ The fire resulted in two 
deaths. □ The dispute eventually resulted in her 
resigning, m to result from sthg to be caused 
by sthg □ His injuries resulted from a bad fall. 

♦ as a result adv because of this □ My car 
broke down and as a result I was unable to get 
there. 

♦ as a result of prep because of <sthg> □ The 
game had to be canceled as a result of the 
weather. 

resultant [ri'zAltant] adj [chaos, change, publicity] 

that happens as a result of something (formal 
use) □ The resultant scandal nearly ended her ca¬ 
reer. 

resume [rdz-iuim] o vt -1. [talks, meeting, jour¬ 

ney] to start <sthg> again after a break or 
pause □ Normal service will be resumed as soon 
as possible. -2. [place, position] to go back to 
<one’s seat> after leaving it for a while (for¬ 
mal use) □ Would the audience please resume 
their seats for Act 2. o vi [talks, meeting, jour¬ 

ney] The meeting resumed at 3 o'clock. 

resume [US 'rezamei, GB -ju-] n -1. US a docu¬ 
ment describing one’s education, back¬ 
ground, achievements, and previous em¬ 
ployment that one sends to companies 
when one is looking for a job □ / sent them a 
copy of my resume. -2. [of events, the plot] a 
short account of something, giving only the 
main points □ He gave a brief resume of what 
had been said. 

resumption [n'zAmpjh] n [of talks, a meeting, 

journey] see resume □ Observers fear a resump¬ 
tion of hostilities between the two countries. 

resurface [,ri:'s3:rfas] o vt to put a new sur¬ 
face on <a road>. o vi [person, problem, rival¬ 

ry] to appear again after having disappeared 
for a period of time. 

resurgence [ri's3:rd3ans] n [of interest, terrorism] 

a return of an attitude or activity which has 
not been seen or noticed for a period of 
time (formal use) □ There has been a resurgence 
of sectarian violence in the area. 

resurrect [.reza'rekt] vf [policy, law, custom] to 
bring <sthg> back into use or fashion after 
it has disappeared and been forgotten □ The 
idea has recently been resurrected. 

resurrection breza'rekjn] n [of policy, law, cus¬ 

tom] see resurrect. 

♦ Resurrection n the Resurrection religion in 
the Bible, the return to life of Jesus Christ 
after his death. 

resuscitate [ri'sAsiteit] vt to bring <sb who is 
badly injured or nearly dead> back to con¬ 
sciousness or life □ They tried to resuscitate 
him, but it was too late. 

resuscitation [ri,SAsi'teifn] n: see resuscitate □ 
All attempts at resuscitation failed. 

retail [’riiteil] o n the sale of goods to people 
for their own use, usually in small quantities 
and in stores □ the retail of foodstuffs □ retail 
goods/businesses/traders. o adv [buy, sell] at re¬ 
tail price, o vt to retail at a particular price to 
cost a particular price when sold to the pub¬ 
lic □ These shoes retail at $85 a pair. 
NOTE: Compare wholesale. 

retailer ['ri:teibr] n a person who sells goods 
to the public. 

retail outlet n a store or other place where 
goods are sold at retail price, 

retail price « the price at which something is 
sold to individual members of the public, 

retail price index « gb a system of numbers- 
that uses the prices of a standard list of 
typical goods at a particular time to show 
changes in the cost of living, 

retain [ri'tein] vt -1. [balance, power, independ¬ 
ence] to keep <sthg>, especially something 
that one wants to keep □ / intend to retain 
control of this company. □ The new system re¬ 
tains some of the features of the old one. -2. 
[heat, water] to continue to have or contain 
<sthg> and not let it escape or disappear □ 
The flowers have retained their freshness. 

retainer [n'teina1] n a fee paid to somebody to 
make sure that they will be available to do 
some work if this becomes necessary □ Mr 
Lomax is being paid a $1,000 monthly retainer. 

retaining wall [ri.teimg-] tt a strong wall built 
to hold back water or support a mass of 
earth. 

retaliate [ri'taelieit] vi to do something un¬ 
pleasant to somebody in revenge for some¬ 
thing unpleasant that they have done to one 
□ The Americans retaliated by expelling three Al¬ 
gerian diplomats. 

retaliation [ri.tseli'eifn] «: see retaliate □ The at¬ 
tack is thought to have been in retaliation for last 
week's bombing. 

retarded [n'ta:rdad] adj [child] who is less de¬ 
veloped physically or mentally than other 
people of the same age □ mentally retarded. 

retch [retJ] vi to make the sounds and move¬ 
ments of vomiting, but without bringing 
anything up from one’s stomach, 

retention [ri'tenjn] n: see retain o Several mem¬ 
bers voted for the retention of the ban. 

retentive [ri'tentiv] adj [mind, memory] able to 
remember things very well, 

rethink [vb ,ri:'0ir)k, n 'ri:9ir)k] (pt & pp re¬ 
thought [-’0o:t]) o vt [policy, plan, situation] to 
think about <sthg> again in order to change 
it □ Clore and Co. have been rethinking their 
sales strategy, o vi: The unexpected improve¬ 
ment forced us to rethink, o n the act of re¬ 
thinking something □ The company is having a 
major rethink of their advertising strategy. 

reticence ['retisans] n: see reticent □ / sensed a 
reticence on their part to discuss the deal. 

reticent ['retisant] adj [person] who is unwill¬ 
ing to talk to people, especially about a par¬ 
ticular subject □ He was unusually reticent on 
the subject. 

retina ['retina] {pi retinas or retinae [-ni:]) n the 
area at the back of one’s eye that turns light 
into nerve messages. 

retinue [’retiniu:] n a group of servants, help¬ 
ers, followers etc that travels with an impor¬ 
tant person. 

retire [ri'taiar] vi -1. [from a job] to stop work¬ 
ing, usually because one has reached a par- 
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ticular age □ He retired from football after he 
broke his leg. -2. [to another place] to go away 
to a place that is less crowded or busy (for¬ 
mal use) □ Shall we retire to the lounge? -3. [to 

bed] to go to bed (formal use) □ / decided to re¬ 
tire for the night. 

retired [ri'tawd] adj [professor, mailman, nurse] 

who is no longer working, usually because 
they have passed retirement age □ My par¬ 
ents are both retired now. 

retirement [rLtaiaTnant] o n -1. the time 
when somebody retires from work □ You will 
receive a lump sum on retirement. □ a retirement 
present. -2. the time after one has retired □ 
They're enjoying their retirement, o comp a re¬ 
tirement home/community etc a home/ 
community etc where old retired people 
live. 

retirement age « the age at which people 
normally retire □ She is past retirement age. 

retirement pension n money that is paid 
regularly to somebody who has retired. 

retirement plan n us a system in which a 
worker and their employer both make regu¬ 
lar payments to a fund that provides money 
for the worker's retirement pension. 

retiring [ri'taisrig] adj -1. [person] who is quiet 
and shy □ David's very shy and retiring. 
-2. [chairman, official] who is soon going to re¬ 
tire from their position □ payments to retiring 
staff. 

retort [ri'toit] o n a short, quick, rather angry 
reply to somebody who has said something 
annoying □ "Co away!” was his angry retort, 
o vt to say <sthg> as a retort □ "Do it your¬ 
self!" she retorted. □ He retorted that it was all 
my fault. 

retouch [,ri:'tAtf] vt [painting, photograph) to al¬ 
ter or improve <sthg> by painting over parts 
of it. 

retrace [ri'treis] vt to retrace one's steps to go 
back over exacdy the same route that one 
has taken, usually to look for something one 
has lost. 

retract [ri'traekt] o vt -1. [statement, accusation, 

confession] to officially deny the truth of 
<sthg one has said earlier> □ Plomov was 
forced to retract his earlier statement. -2. [claw, 

wheel, rod] to pull <sthg> back so that it no 
longer shows or sticks out □ You can retract 
the blade by pressing this switch, o vi -1. [per¬ 

son] The charges you've made are too serious for 
you to retract now. -2. [claw, wheel, rod] The 
blade automatically retracts after use. 

retractable [ri'traektabl] adj [claws, wheels, rod] 

that can be retracted. 

retraction [ri'traekfn] n -1. [of a statement, accu¬ 

sation, confession] see retract. -2. a formal 
written apology retracting a previous state¬ 
ment, accusation, confession etc □ The news¬ 
paper was forced to print a retraction of the arti¬ 
cle. 

retrain [.rii’trein] o vt to teach <sb> new 
skills to help them find work, o vi to be re¬ 
trained □ She’s retraining as a nurse. 

retraining [,ri:'treinir)] n teaching intended to 

give people new skills so that they can find 
work □ Retraining is vital to turn the local econo¬ 
my around. 

retread [-'rimed] n a worn tire that has been 
given a new outer layer so that it can be 
used again. 

retreat [ri'trfit] o vi -1. [from a person, to a 
place] to move back or away from somebody 
or something, because one is afraid or em¬ 
barrassed or wants to be alone □ We retreat¬ 
ed to the kitchen so we could talk. -2. military 
[from an army, place] to move back after being 
defeated or because of danger □ The troops 
were forced to retreat to the hills around the city. 
-3. [from a principle, decision, lifestyle] to decide 
not to continue with something because it 
has become too difficult or embarrassing □ 
After the scandal, the bishop retreated from pub¬ 
lic life. □ The management was forced to retreat 
on its program of job cuts, 

o n -1. military [from a place] an operation in 
which an army retreats □ Napoleon's retreat 
from Moscow □ The army was in full retreat. 
-2. [from a principle, decision, lifestyle] a change 
in attitude in which one retreats from an 
earlier position or decision □ The minister's 
statement marks a retreat from his hard-line poli¬ 
cy. ■ to beat a (hasty) retreat to leave a place 
quickly □ The burglars beat a hasty retreat when 
the alarm went off. -3. [where one stays] a quiet 
place where one can go when one wants to 
be alone □ a Buddhist retreat. 

retrenchment [ri'trentfmsnt] n a period or 
policy in which a company, government etc 
cuts costs and reduces its spending (formal 
use). 

retrial f'riitraial] n a new trial of a case of law, 
e.g. because the jury was unable to reach a 
decision or new evidence has been found □ 
The judge ordered a retrial. 

retribution [,retri'bju:fn] « punishment that is 
deserved or expected □ Retribution was swift. 

retrieval [ri'triivl] n computing the act of get¬ 
ting information from a computer file □ data 
retrieval. 

retrieve [ri'triiv] vt -1. to get <sthg> back 
from a place where it should not be □ She 
retrieved her shoe from under the bed. -2. com¬ 
puting [information, data] to get back <sthg 
that has been stored on a computer> □ / 
don't seem to be able to retrieve that file. -3. to 
retrieve the situation to make the situation 
better or more acceptable when it seems 
very bad □ It will take a miracle to retrieve the 
situation at this stage of the game. 

retriever [n'tri:v3r] n a hunting dog trained to 
fetch birds and animals that have been shot, 

retroactive fretrou'aektiv] adj [pay increase, leg¬ 
islation] that applies to a period in the past as 
well as to the future (formal use), 

retrograde ['retragreid] adj that causes some¬ 
body or something to go back to an earlier 
and worse state □ a retrograde step. 

retrogressive [.retra'gresiv] adj [change, policy] 
that is retrograde. 

retrospect ['retraspekt] « in retrospect a phrase 
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used to say one is thinking about something 
that happened in the past, often with a new 
opinion about it □ In retrospect, it was the 
wrong decision. 

retrospective [.retra'spektiv] o adj -1. [anger, 
mood, exhibition) that involves looking at or 
thinking about the past from the point of 
view of the present. -2. (law, change] that 
takes effect from a date earlier than the date 
on which it is announced, published etc. 
o n an exhibition of works created by an 
artist over a long period of time □ Have you 
seen the Calder retrospective? 

retrospectively [.retra'spektivli] adv [describe, 
feel, validate] see retrospective. 

return [ri't3:rn] o « -1. the act of going back 
to a particular place after being away from it 
for a period of time □ He found that much had 
changed on his return. □ She'll call on her return 
from the conference. □ The return trip was un¬ 
eventful. -2. [of love, happiness] the reappear¬ 
ance of something after a period when it 
was missing □ We can only hope for a return to 
democracy at some point in the future. -3. [of 
money, a book] the act of giving back some¬ 
thing that one has borrowed or taken □ 
Campaigners are calling for the return of the 
paintings to their country of origin. -4. sport [in 

tennis) the act of hitting the ball back to 
one’s opponent □ That was a good return. 
-5. business the profit one makes from some¬ 
thing, e.g. from stock or an investment □ 
You can expect a high return on your investment. 
-6. computing = return key □ Press 'return'. 
-7. GB = return ticket □ A return to Leeds, 
please. 

o vf -1. [property, money] to give <sthg> back 
to the person who owns it □ He wanted to re¬ 
turn the ring to its proper owner. □ All keys must 
be returned by Friday morning. -2. [compliment, 
visit] to give back to somebody <the same 
thing that they gave to one> □ / hope I can 
return the favor some time. -3. [love, affection] to 
feel for somebody <the same feelings that 
they have for one> □ She does not return his 
feelings. -4. to return sthg to a place [book, 
switch] to put sthg that has been moved or 
taken back to the place where it was before 
□ She returned the violin to its case. -5. law to 
return a verdict to give a verdict at the end 
of a trial □ The jury is expected to return a ver¬ 
dict of not guilty. -6. pouncs to elect <a candi- 
date> □ She was returned to Congress with an 
increased majority. 

o vi to come or go back □ He's just returned 
from Paris. □ He 'll be returning to work tomorrow. 
□ Things have returned to normal now. □ "Of 
course, " he said, and returned to his book. 

♦ returns tipi -1. business the profit that some¬ 
body makes from an investment, business, 
shares etc. □ The best long-term returns come 
from careful manning. -2. many happy returns 
(of the day)! a phrase used to wish some¬ 
body a happy birthday. 

♦ in return adv in exchange □ What will you 
give us in return? □ And in return, we will give 
you a 10% discount. 

♦ in return for prep in exchange for <sthg> □ 

He offered them his services in return for money. 
□ What do we get in return for our cooperation7 

returnable [ri't3:rn3bl] adj [bottle, container] that 
can be given back after one has used it, of¬ 
ten so that it can be used again, 

returning officer [ri,t3:rnirj-] « GB an official 
who organizes an election in a particular 
area and who announces the result, 

return key « computing the key on a key¬ 
board that is used to move to the next line 
or to confirm a command, 

return match tt sport the second of two 
games played between the same two play¬ 
ers or teams. 

return ticket « GB a ticket bought for a bus, 
train, plane etc that gives somebody the 
right to travel to a particular place and back 
again. 

reunification [,ri:ju:nifi'keijn] « the act of 
bringing together something such as a coun¬ 
try that has been divided □ the reunification of 
Germany. 

reunion [,ri:'ju:njan] n -1. a party for members 
of the same family, school, group etc who 
have not met for a long time o a school/family 
reunion. -2. the act of bringing together peo¬ 
ple after they have been separated for a long 
time □ It was a tearful reunion. 

reunite [,ri:ju:'nait] vt to bring <people who 
have been separated for a long time> to¬ 
gether; to cause <the different parts of an 
organization, countiy> etc to be united 
again □ He was reunited with his sister at the air¬ 
port. □ At last they were reunited. 

reupholster [,ri:Ap'houlst3r] vt to replace the 
old covers and fillings of <a chair, sofa> etc 
with new ones. 

reusable [ri:'ju:zabl] adj [battery, packaging] that 
has been designed to be used again, 

reuse [« ,ri:’ju:s, vb ,ri:'ju:z] o « the act of 
using something again, o vt [envelope, con¬ 

tainer, packaging] to use <sthg> again rather 
than throwing it away after using it once, 

rev [rev] (pt & pp revved, cont revving) o n 
auto abbr of revolution, o vt to rev an engine 
(up) to increase the speed of an engine by 
pushing down on the accelerator (informal 
use), o vi [engine] / could hear the car revving 
up. 

revalue [,ri:'vaelju:] vf -1. [house, property] to es¬ 
timate the value of <sthg> again. -2. finance 
to increase the value of <a currency> so 
that it can be exchanged for more foreign 
currency than before. 

revamp [.rii'vaemp] vf -1. [system, department] 

to change the organization or structure of 
<sthg> to make it better. -2. [room, house] to 
decorate <a place> to make it look better, 

rev counter n a device for measuring the 
speed of a vehicle’s engine. 

reveal [riviil] vf -1. [face, stage, view] to allow 
<sthg that has been hidden or covered> to 
be seen □ The curtain rose to reveal a scene in¬ 
side the palace. -2. [fact, truth] to make <sthg> 
known for the first time □ The press revealed 
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that he had taken bribes. □ Details of the plans 
are to be revealed next month. 

revealing [ri'viilig] adj -1. [dress, blousel that 
shows a lot of part of a woman's body, es¬ 
pecially a part that is usually covered. -2. [re¬ 
mark, insight] that tells people more about 
something personal, secret, or unknown. 

reveille [US 'revali, GB ri'vaeli] n a short tune 
played to wake soldiers in the morning. 

revel ['revl] (US ft & pp reveled, cont reveling, 
GB ft & ff revelled, cont revelling) vi to revel 
in sthg [in one's power, the attention] to enjoy 
sthg very much □ / hate all the publicity, but 
Jenny just revels in it. 

revelation [.reva'leifn] n -1. a surprising fact 
that is made known to people □ / cannot con¬ 
firm the revelations in yesterday's papers. -2. an 
experience that makes one aware of some¬ 
thing that one did not know before □ Their 
simple way of life was a revelation to me. 

reveler us, reveller gb ['rev3br] n a person 
who is enjoying themselves in a noisy and 
lively way, e.g. at a party or nightclub. 

revelry ['revlri] n noisy enjoyment that usually 
involves drinking, dancing etc □ The sound of 
drunken revelry could be heard coming from 
downstairs. 

revenge [ri'vend3] n something harmful or un¬ 
pleasant that one does to somebody else be¬ 
cause of something harmful or unpleasant 
they have done to one □ I’ll get my revenge 
one day! □ The attack may have been in revenge 
for the recent murder of a local resident. □ a re¬ 
venge killing/attack. ■ to take revenge to do 
something harmful or unpleasant to some¬ 
body because of something harmful or un¬ 
pleasant that they have done to one □ He 
vowed he would take revenge on the murderers. 

revenue [’revanju:] n income earned by a 
company or received by the government 
from taxes □ The White House hopes to gener¬ 
ate extra revenue with these measures. 

reverberate [ri'v3:rb3reit] vi -1. [noise, thunder¬ 
clap, explosion] to echo repeatedly □ The sound 
of the explosion reverberated through the city. 
-2. [revelation, shock, news] to have a strong 
effect on many different people that is felt 
for a long time □ The shock of the scandal is 
still reverberating throughout the capital. 

reverberations [ri,v3:rb3,reij'nz] npl -1. the 
echoes heard after a loud noise has been 
made. -2. the powerful effects of a serious 
event or incident. 

revere [ri'vial vt to have great respect and ad¬ 
miration for <sb/sthg> (formal use) □ She was 
a much revered figure in the art world. 

Revere [ri'vi3r], Paul (1735-1818) a US silver¬ 
smith and revolutionary. He warned the 
Massachusetts colonists when the British 
army arrived in 1775 at the start of the 
American Revolution. 

reverence ['revrans] n a feeling of great re¬ 
spect and admiration (formal use). 

Reverend ['revrand] n a title placed before the 
name of a Christian minister. 

Reverend Mother « the title used for the 
mother superior of a convent. 

reverent [’revrant] adj [manner, tone] that 
shows great respect or admiration □ They 
stood listening to the speech in reverent silence. 

reverential [,reva'renjl] adj [attitude, gesture] 
that shows great respect or admiration (for¬ 
mal use) □ They sat in reverential silence. 

reverie ['revari] n a pleasant daydream (formal 
use) □ The bell interrupted Cathy's reverie. 

revers [ri'viar] (pi revers [-z]) n a part of a 
piece of clothing such as a jacket that is 
folded back at the neck to show the inside, 

reversal [ri'v3:rsl] n -1. [of a trend, policy, deci¬ 
sion] a change that causes something to be¬ 
come the opposite of what it was beforen 
The defeat marks a reversal in their fortunes. -2. 
[of roles, order, position] a change that causes 
the usual state of something to be reversed 
□ There had been a subtle reversal of roles be¬ 
tween the two of them. -3. something bad that 
happens and prevents somebody or some¬ 
thing from succeeding in the way that was 
planned □ The campaign suffered an unexpected 
reversal. 

reverse [ri'v3:rs] o adj [process, side] that is 
opposite to the one that is usually used, 
shown etc □ Here are the names in reverse or¬ 
der. 

on-1. auto the gear used in a vehicle to 
make it go backward. ■ to be in reverse to 
be in reverse gear □ Put the car in reverse and 
then back out. ■ to go into reverse to put a ve¬ 
hicle into reverse gear so that it moves 
backward. -2. the reverse the opposite □ It's 
the exact reverse of what you'd expect. □ "So 
you're happy with the result?" — "No, quite the 
reverse." -3. the reverse the less important 
side of a piece of paper, a coin etc □ On the 
reverse of the coin is an eagle. 
o vt -1. auto [car, truck] to make <a vehicle> 
go backward □ He reversed the jeep out of the 
garage. -2. [trend, decision] to change <sthg> 
completely so that the opposite takes place 
□ policies aimed at reversing the decline of heavy 
industry. -3. [order, position] to change <sthg> 
so that things are in the opposite order. -4. 
to turn <sthg> over. -5. to reverse the charg¬ 
es to make a telephone call in which the 
person who receives it pays for it. 
o vi auto [car, truck, driver] / reversed into the 
car behind me. 

reverse-charge call n GB a telephone call 
which is paid for by the person who re¬ 
ceives it. 

reverse gear « auto = reverse, 
reversible [ri'v3:rsabl] adj -1. [coat, jacket, rain¬ 

coat] that can be worn with either side 
showing on the outside. -2. [policy, decision] 
that can be stopped or changed, 

reversing light [ri'v3:rsirj-] n gb a white light 
on the back of a car, truck etc that shines 
when the vehicle is being reversed, 

reversion [ri'v3:rfn] n a return to an earlier 
and usually worse way of behaving, think¬ 
ing etc □ a reversion to his old attitudes. 
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revert [ri'v3:rt] vi to revert to sthg to return to 
sthg that used to exist or that one used to 
do, especially when this is not a good thing 
□ /As soon as Terence left hospital, he reverted to 
his old ways and started drinking again. 

review [ri'vju:] o n -1. [of somebody's salary, a 
situation] an examination of something to 
find out if it needs to be changed □ the an¬ 
nual review of expenditure. ■ to come up for re¬ 
view to be examined, usually at a fixed time 
or at regular intervals, to see if changes need 
to be made □ My salary comes up for review 
next month, m to be under review to be in the 
process of being examined to see if changes 
need to be made □ Airport security measures 
are under review. -2. [in a magazine, newspaper] 
an article in a newspaper, magazine etc, that 
gives an opinion on a book, television show 
etc □ Her latest CD has had good reviews, 
o vt -1. [pension, salary, situation] to examine 
<sthg> to see if changes need to be made a 
We are reviewing our security procedures. -1. 
[history, year] to look back at <sthg in the 
past> in order to see it in a different way or 
understand it better □ We shall be reviewing 
the events of the past year. -3. [play, movie, 
book] to give one’s opinions about <sthg> in 
a newspaper or magazine article or on a TV 
or radio program □ I've been asked to review 
an exhibition for an arts magazine. -4. military 
to inspect <troops> formally. -5. US [subject, 
notes] to study <sthg> again, usually in pre¬ 
paration for an exam. 

reviewer [n'vju:3r] n a person who reviews 
new books, plays etc. 

revile [ri'vail] vt [person, system] to express a 
great dislike or hatred of <sb/sthg> □ the 
much-reviled poll tax. 

revise [ri'vaiz] o vt -1. [process, decision, fore¬ 
cast] to change <sthg> to make it better or 
more accurate □ / was forced to revise my opin¬ 
ion of her very quickly. -2. [text, manuscript] to 
read through <sthg> in order to correct mis¬ 
takes and to improve it □ The publishers are 
revising the text before the book is reprinted. 
-3. GB [subject, notes] to study <sthg> again, 
usually to prepare for an exam, o vi [student] 
to prepare for something, especially an 
exam, by studying □ Have you started revising 
for your exams yet? 

revised [ri'vaizd] adj [estimate, version] that has 
been changed to make it better or more ac¬ 
curate □ This is the revised edition of the text. 

revision [ri'vi3n] n -1. a change made to some¬ 
thing, especially writing, that is intended to 
make it better □ Several revisions had been 
made to the text. -2. study in preparation for 
an exam □ How much revision have you done? 

revisionist [n'visnast] o n a person who ex¬ 
amines again and questions the main beliefs 
of a political theory or religious system, 
o adj: a revisionist historian/theory. 

revisit [.rii'vizat] vt [town, birthplace] to go back 
to <a place> after being away from it for a 
long period. 

revitalize, -ise [.rii'vaitalaiz] vt [industry, econo¬ 
my, system] to make <sthg> successful or ac¬ 

tive again □ Jackson seems revitalized after his 
six-month break. 

revival [ri'vaivl] n [of trade, the economy] the 
process of becoming active or successful 
again □ There's been a revival of interest in early 
music. 

revive [ri'vaiv] o vt -1. [person] to make <sb> 
conscious again □ They tried to revive him by 
splashing his face with water. -2. [economy, busi¬ 

ness] to make <sthg> successful or strong 
again; [hope, interest] to make <sthg> active 
again □ These latest developments have revived 
fears of an armed takeover. □ A drop of water will 
soon revive your plant. -3. [tradition, fashion, play] 

to use or show again <sthg that has not 
been used or shown for a long time> □ Ef¬ 
forts to revive the language have failed, o vi -1. 
[person] to become conscious again □ They 
gave her an injection and she soon revived. 
-2. [hopes, interest] to become active again □ 
The economy is reviving. 

revoke [ri'vouk] vt [law, permission] to state for¬ 
mally that <sthg> is no longer official or le¬ 
gal (formal use) □ The bar closed down after hav¬ 
ing its license revoked. 

revolt [ri'voolt] o tt a situation in which a lot 
of people try to change the way their coun¬ 
try, organization etc is governed, often using 
violence □ an armed/a peasant revolt □ The Cabi¬ 
net was now in open revolt against its leader, 
o vt to cause <sb> to have strong feelings 
of disgust □ This kind of behavior must revolt all 
decent people, o vi to oppose the people in 
power in one’s country, organization etc, of¬ 
ten using violence o He was accused of inciting 
the populace to revolt. □ The chairman is afraid 
that board members will revolt. 

revolting [n'voultirj] adj [smell, sight, idea] that 
one finds extremely unpleasant □ Yuck! That 
tastes revolting! 

revolution [.reva'luijh] n -1. politics a success¬ 
ful attempt by a lot of people, using vio¬ 
lence, to change the government or the po¬ 
litical system of their country. -2. [in a way of 

doing things, thinking] a complete or important 
change in something □ the sexual revolution □ 
There s been a revolution in the way scientists ap¬ 
proach the problem. -3. technology a com¬ 
plete circular movement around a fixed 
point □ It depends on the number of revolutions 
per minute. 

revolutionary [us reva'luifaneri, GB -anri] (^/rev¬ 
olutionaries) o adj A. politics [activities, leader] 

that is connected with or takes part in a 
revolution □ They set about the changes with 
revolutionary zeal. -2. [change, idea, process] 

that is very different and new □ They claim to 
have invented a revolutionary new way of treating 
industrial waste, o n politics a person who 
plans or supports a revolution. 

Revolutionary War n = American Revolution. 
revolutionize, -ise breva'luifanaiz] vf [industry, 

literature, thought] to cause a great change in 
<sthg> □ This invention has revolutionized the 
way we communicate. 

revolve [h'vdIv] vi -1. to turn in a circular 
movement round a central point □ The Earth 
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revolves (a)round the Sun. -2. to revolve around 
sb/sthg to have sb/sthg as the central or 
most important feature □ His life revolves 
around his work. □ You think the world revolves 
around you, but that's where you're wrong. 

revolver [ri'vDlv3r] n a small gun that can fire 
several bullets from a revolving magazine 
before it needs reloading, 

revolving [n'vDlviij] adj [chair, stage] that turns 
in a circular movement around a fixed point, 

revolving door n a door that consists of four 
panels at right angles to each other that turn 
around a central point when one pushes 
one of the panels. 

revue [ri'vju:] n a show in a theater, consist¬ 
ing of a mixture of songs, dances, and jokes, 

revulsion [n'vAlJn] n a very strong feeling of 
disgust □ She looked at him with revulsion. 

reward [ri'wo:rd] o n -1. something given to 
somebody in return for good work, help, 
good behavior etc □ a reward for her bravery. 
-2. a sum of money that is offered, usually 
by the police, for information on a missing 
person, criminal etc □ They are offering a re¬ 
ward for his safe return, o vt [person] to give a 
reward to <sb> for something they have 
done □ He was finally rewarded for his patience 
with a check for $2,000. 

rewarding [ri'wo:rdir)] adj [job, career, book] that 
gives a lot of satisfaction and pleasure □ / 
find this kind of work extremely rewarding. 

rewind [.rir'waind] (ft & ff rewound) o vt to 
make <a tape or cassette> wind backward 
to an earlier part, o vi: □ Please rewind after 
use. On a button on a machine that makes 
it possible to rewind a tape or cassette. 
NOTE: Compare fast-forward, 

rewire [,ri:'waiar] vt [house, plug] to put a new 
set of electrical wires into <sthg>. 

reword [,ri:'w3:rd] vt [contract, sentence] to 
write or say <sthg> again using different 
words. 

rework [,ri:'w3:rk] vt [text, novel, idea] to make 
changes to <sthg> in order to improve it or 
make it suitable for another purpose, 

rewound [,ri:'waund] fast tense 62 fast fartici- 
fle of rewind. 

rewrite [,ri:'rait] {ft rewrote [,ri:'rout], ff re¬ 
written [,ri:'ritn]) vt [essay, article, letter] to 
write <sthg> again, usually to improve it. 

Reynolds [‘renldz], Sir Joshua (1723-1792) a 
British artist, well known for his portraits. 

RFC n abbr of rugby football club. 

RFDS {abbr of Royal Flying Doctor Service) n 
the RFDS a medical service in Australia that 
visits patients in remote areas by plane. 

Rh abbr of Rhesus. 

rhapsody [’raepsadi] {fl rhapsodies) n -1. music 
an emotional piece of music that sounds as 
if it has no formal structure. -2. the act of 
showing strong approval or great enthusi¬ 
asm. 

Rhesus ['riisas] n to be Rhesus positive/ 
negative to have blood that contains/does 
not contain a substance that is important 

rhyming slang 

during pregnancy and when making a blood 
transfusion. 

rhetoric ['retank] n things that somebody says 
or writes to persuade people of something □ 
People are tired of politicians' rhetoric. 

rhetorical question [ri.tDrikl-] « a question 
asked in order to create a particular effect, 
but which is not intended to be answered □ 
I presume that was a rhetorical question. 

rheumatic [rui'maetik] adj [person] who suffers 
from rheumatism. 

rheumatism [Tuimatizm] n a disease that 
causes pain and stiffness in one's joints or 
muscles □ My whole family suffers from rheu¬ 
matism. 

rheumatoid arthritis [.ruimatoid-] n a disease 
that makes one’s joints painful and stiff and 
causes them to swell. 

Rhine [rain]: the Rhine a river in western 
Europe, flowing through Switzerland, Ger¬ 
many, and the Netherlands into the North 
Sea. 

Rhineland ['rainlaend]: the Rhineland a region 
of western Germany around the Rhine. 

rhinestone ['rainstoun] n a bright colorless 
stone that is intended to look like a dia¬ 
mond and is used in cheap jewelry. 

rhino ['rainou] {fl rhino or rhinos) n = rhinocer¬ 
os. 

rhinoceros [rai'nDsaras] {fl rhinoceros or rhi¬ 
noceroses) n a very large animal from Africa 
or Asia that has a thick dark-gray skin and 
one or two horns on its nose. 

Rhode Island [.rood-] a state in New England, 
in the northeastern USA. It is the smallest 
US state, abbreviation: RI. size: 3,144 sq 
kms. population: 1,003,464 {Rhode Islanders). 
CAPITAL: Providence. 

Rhodes [roudz] a Greek island in the Aegean 
Sea, near the Turkish Coast, size: 1,400 sq 
kms. population: 67,000. capital: Rhodes. 

rhododendron [.rouda'dendran] n a large ever¬ 
green bush with large bright flowers. 

rhombus ['rombas] n a shape that has four 
equal sides but is not a square. 

Rhone [roun]: the Rhone a river in southern 
Europe, flowing through Switzerland and 
France into the Mediterranean. 

rhubarb ['ru:ba:rb] n a plant with broad leaves 
and juicy red stems that can be cooked and 
eaten □ rhubarb pie/jam. 

rhyme [raim] o vi [words, lines] to end with 
the same sound □ "Card" rhymes with “hard''. 
□ A lot of his poems are written in rhymed cou¬ 
plets. o n -1. [with another word] a word that 
rhymes with another word □ Can you find a 
rhyme for "nose"? -2. [for children] a short 
poem that uses words that rhyme and is 
usually written to amuse children □ a witty 
little rhyme. -3. [in poetry] the technique of 
using words that rhyme at the ends of the 
lines in poetry □ Most of her poems are written 
in rhyme. 

rhyming slang ['raimirj-] n GB a way of speak- 
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ing in which some words are replaced by 
words or phrases that rhyme with them. 

W RHYMING SLANG 
Traditionally, rhyming slang in Britain is a 
way of speaking used by Cockneys in the 
East End of London. Instead of using a word 
people use a phrase that rhymes with the 
word; the phrase is then shortened by re¬ 
moving the rhyming word, so that “let’s 
have a butcher’s” is used to mean “let’s 
have a look” (butcher's hook = look), and 
“use your loaf” is used to mean “use your 
head” (loaf of bread = head). 
Although the East End of London and its 
way of life have changed a great deal, new 
rhyming slang is still being invented. 

rhythm ['ridm] n -1. [of music, a dancer, poem] a 
regular pattern of beats or stresses in music 
or words □ Simon has no sense of rhythm. -2. 
[of the seasons, sea] a regular repeated pat¬ 
tern of events or changes, 

rhythm and blues n a style of popular music 
that developed from blues but which is 
played with electric guitars. 

rhythmic(al) ['ridmik(l)] adj [sound, beat] that 
has a clear rhythm □ He had a rhythmic style 
of playing. 

Rl abbr of Rhode Island. 

rib [rib] « -1. anatomy one of the 12 pairs of 
curved bones that run from one’s spine to 
one’s chest □ / broke a rib in a riding accident. 
-2. cooking the rib of an animal used as 
food o barbecued ribs. -3. construction a 
curved piece of metal or wood, used as part 
of the structure of a building, aircraft etc. 

ribald ['ribald] adj [remark, laughter, sense of hu¬ 

mor! that is rude and funny, 

ribbed [ribd] adj [sweater, fabric] that has a 
raised pattern of parallel lines on it. 

ribbon ['riban] n -1. a long narrow piece of 
material used for tying things or as decora¬ 
tion □ a hair ribbon. -2. a long narrow piece 
of cloth that provides the ink in a typewrit¬ 
er o typewriter ribbon. 

rib cage n the set of bones that enclose and 
protect one’s lungs and other organs, 

rice [rais] n a food consisting of white or 
brown grains that come from a kind of ce¬ 
real grown in wet warm places, e.g. in India 
and China □ vegetables served on a bed of rice. 

rice field n a field in which rice is grown. 

rice paper n a very thin paper that is used in 
baking and can be eaten. 

rice pudding n a dessert made by baking rice 
with sugar and milk. 

rich [ritj] o adj -1. [person, country, city] that 
has a lot of money or valuable property □ 
He comes from a rich family. □ I'm not very rich 
at the moment. -2. [deposit, source! that con¬ 
tains a large amount of a desirable or valu¬ 
able substance □ This country is rich in minerals. 
□ Citrus fruits are rich in vitamin C. -3. [soil, land] 

that is good for growing plants in. -4. [meal, 

cake, sauce] that contains a lot of substances 

that are hard to digest, e.g. sugar, eggs, and 
cream. -5. [color, sound] that is deep, warm, 
and full □ He has a rich bass voice. -6. [history, 

tradition] that is interesting and varied. -7. 
[fabric, clothes] expensive and beautiful □ They 
were dressed in rich velvets and silks, o npi the 
rich rich people. 

♦ riches npl -1. the valuable natural resources 
that are found in a place □ the riches of the 
Earth. -2. wealth □ She accumulated great riches. 

Richard I [,ritJVdd3'f3:rst] (1157-1199) King of 
England from 1189 to 1199. He spent most 
of his reign abroad, fighting in crusades. He 
is also called Richard the Lionheart(ed). 

Richard III [,ntf3rdd3'03:rd] (1452-1485) King 
of England from 1483 to 1485. He is be¬ 
lieved to have ordered his nephews to be 
killed in the Tower of London. 

richly [’rit/li] adv -1. richly decorated/furnished 
etc decorated/fumished etc in an expensive 
and beautiful way. -2. to deserve sthg richly 
to deserve sthg completely □ At last he got 
the praise he so richly deserved. 

richness ['rit fnos] n: see rich □ Her work cap¬ 
tures the full richness of the autumn landscape. 

Richter scale ['rikt3r-] it the Richter scale a 
scale from 0 to 8 for measuring the size of 
earthquakes o an earthquake reading 6 on the 
Richter scale. 

rickets ['riksts] n a disease that affects chil¬ 
dren who do not get enough vitamin D, 
causing their bones to become soft and bent. 

rickety ['rikati] adj [table, staircase, bridge] that 
seems weak and likely to break if weight is 
put on it □ He rides a rickety old bicycle. 

rickshaw ['rikfo:] « a small vehicle for one or 
two passengers that is pulled by somebody 
running or cycling at the front and is used 
in parts of Asia. 

ricochet [’rikojei] {pt & pp ricocheted or rico- 
chetted, cont ricocheting or ricochetting) o v; 

[bullet, stone] to bounce off a surface and 
move in a new direction □ The bullet rico¬ 
cheted off the wall, o « -i. an act of ricochet¬ 
ing. -2. an object, especially a bullet, that 
has ricocheted. 

rid [rid] (pt rid or ridded, pp rid, cont ridding) 
o adj to be rid of sb/sthg to be free of sb/ 
sthg annoying or unpleasant □ / was glad to 
be rid of them, m to get rid of sb/sthg to re¬ 
move sb/sthg that one does not want □ Will 
you help me get rid of this junk? □ I've been try¬ 
ing to get rid of this guy for ages but he keeps 
pestering me. o vt to rid sb/sthg of sthg [of dis¬ 

ease, poverty] to remove sthg so that it no 
longer has any effect on sb/sthg □ We will rid 
the country of corruption. □ You must rid yourself 
of these delusions. 

riddance ['ridsns] n good riddance! a phrase 
used to show that one is pleased that some¬ 
body or something has gone (informal use) □ 
Goodbye, and good riddance! 

ridden ['ridn] past participle of ride. 

riddle [ ridl] n -1. an amusing and difficult 
question or puzzle that one must guess the 
answer to □ See if you can work out this riddle. 
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-2. something that one cannot understand □ 
This case is a complete riddle to me. 

riddled ['ridld] adj to be riddled with sthg [with 
holes, corruption) to be full of sthg that is ugly 
or bad □ The walls were riddled with bullet 
holes. 

ride [raid] {pt rode, pp ridden) o n -1. a trip in 
a vehicle or on a bicycle, horse etc □ She 
went for a ride on her pony. □ It was a long car 
ride. □ It's only a ten-minute ride from here. -2. a 
ride that somebody gives one as a favor □ 
Do you want a ride to work? -3. phrase to take 
sb for a ride to deceive or trick sb (informal 
use) □ You've been taken for a ride, I'm afraid, 
o vt -1. [horse, bicycle, motorcycle] to go 
somewhere by sitting on and controlling 
<an animal or a vehicle> □ I'd never ridden a 
camel before. □ Do you know how to ride a bike? 
-2. to travel <a particular distance> on a 
horse, bicycle etc □ We rode two miles. -3. US 
(bus, elevator] to go somewhere in <a public 
vehicle> □ Is it safe to ride the subway here? 
o vi -1. [on a horse] to ride a horse □ Do you 
ride? -2. [on a bicycle] to travel on a bicycle or 
motorcycle □ / sometimes ride to work. -3. to 
ride in sthg [in a car, bus] to travel in sthg □ 
We rode to town in the truck. 

♦ ride up vi [skirt, dress] to move upward so 
that it is no longer in the right position, 

rider ['raidar] n a person who is riding a horse, 
bicycle, or motorcycle □ If the rider had been 
wearing a helmet, she would have survived. 

ridge [rid3] n -1. a long narrow piece of land 
that is higher than the area around it, espe¬ 
cially one that forms the top of a hill or 
mountain □ They camped on a small ridge. □ a 
mountain ridge. -2. a long narrow line on a 
surface that is higher than the rest of the 
surface □ The sea had left ridges in the sand. 

ridicule ['ridikjuil] o n the act of making fun 
of or laughing at somebody or something in 
a cruel way □ Charlie soon became the object of 
ridicule, o vt [person, idea, theory] to make fun 
of <sb/sthg> in a cruel or unkind way □ Mr 
Dobbs was ridiculed in the press for his remarks. 

ridiculous [ri'dikjabs] adj [person, idea, price] 
that one thinks is very silly and unreason¬ 
able □ You look ridiculous in that hat. □ That's a 
ridiculous thing to say. 

ridiculously [ri'dikjalasli] adv ridiculously low/ 
easy etc extremely low/easy etc □ The meal 
was ridiculously expensive. 

riding [’raidirj] n the activity of riding a horse 
□ We went riding. □ riding boots/lessons. 

riding crop n a short whip used by a horse 
rider. 

riding habit n the clothing, consisting of a 
long dress, or a jacket and a long skirt, that 
women used to wear when they were riding 
horses. 

riding school n a place where people go to 
learn to ride a horse. 

rife [raif] adj to be rife to be very common □ 
Drug abuse is rife among prisoners. □ Corruption 
is rife in the military. ■ to be rife with sthg [with 
rumors, corruption] to be full of sthg bad or 

_right 

unpleasant □ The papers are rife with specula¬ 
tion that Barnes will quit. 

riffraff ['rifraef] « people who one does not 
like because they have a bad reputation □ 
We don’t want any riffraff moving into the area. 

rifle ['raifl] o n a gun with a long barrel that 
one holds against one’s shoulder to fire □ a 

rifle shot, o vt [safe, drawers, wallet] to quickly 
search through <sthg>, often with the in¬ 
tention of stealing something. 

♦ rifle through vt fus to rifle through sthg 
[handbag, wallet, drawer] to rifle sthg □ / caught 
him rifling through my things. 

rifle range n a place where people can prac¬ 
tice shooting with a rifle, 

rift [rift] n -1. geology a crack in the surface 
of the Earth. -2. a period of bad relations 
between two people, countries etc because 
of a disagreement □ This resulted in a rift be¬ 
tween mother and daughter. □ We're trying to 
heal the rift in our marriage. 

rig [rig] {pt & pp rigged, corn rigging) o « a 
large structure used to find and get oil from 
the ground or the bottom of the sea □ a drill¬ 
ing rig. o vt [election, game, competition) to ar¬ 
range <sthg> dishonestly so that one gets 
the result one wants □ The voting was rigged. 

♦ rig up vt sep to rig sthg up [device, aerial] to 
make sthg quickly, using the materials that 
are available. 

rigging ['rigiij] n the ropes that support the 
masts and sails of a ship, 

right [rait] o adj -1. [answer, decision, way] that 
is true, or the only one possible, and agrees 
with all the known facts □ Are you sure we're 
going in the right direction? □ Do you have the 
right address? □ You made the right decision. ■ 
to be right about sthg to say or think some¬ 
thing that is true about sthg □ You were right 
about that restaurant, it was fantasticI ■ to get 
sthg right [answer, fact, story] to understand 
or describe sthg correctly □ / got most of the 
questions right. □ She never gets my name right, 
a that's right a phrase used to show that one 
agrees with what somebody has just said, or 
to confirm that what they have said is cor¬ 
rect o "We need help, don't we." — "That's 
right." □ "So you're Phil Bevan?" — "That's 
right." -2. to put sthg right to repair sthg that 
has been damaged □ It's going to cost $400 to 
have the car put right. -3. [action, attitude] that 
follows acceptable moral principles □ / think 
he was right to refuse the money. □ Is it right for 
teachers to go on strike? □ / think you did the 
right thing. -4. [hand, leg, ear] that is on the 
opposite side of the body to one’s heart □ 
Your right shoelace is undone, 
o n -1. behavior that follows acceptable 
moral principles □ He can't tell right from 
wrong. ■ to be in the right to be morally or 
legally justified in doing or saying something 
□ We believe we're in the right and we'll go to 
court if necessary. -2. [to freedom, information, a 

vote] something that one should be able to 
have or do because it is morally or legally 
correct □ You have the right to remain silent. □ 
He has no right to treat you like that! □ human/ 
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civil rights. ■ to be within one's rights to do 
sthg to be morally or legally justified in do¬ 
ing sthg □ You would be perfectly within your 
rights to claim compensation. -3. the position 
or direction that corresponds to east when 
one is facing north □ On your right is the Em¬ 
pire State building. □ It's the big house to the 
right of the church. □ Take the first road on the 
right. -4. [in a car] a turn to the right □ Make a 
right at the traffic lights. 
o adv -1. [pronounce, do, guess] correctly □ No 
one ever spells my name right. -2. [move, turn, 
lookj to the right □ The car waited at the lights, 
then headed right down Albany Street. □ Turn 
right, then left at the bottom of the street. -3. a 
word used to give special force to the exact 
place, time, or distance being talked about □ 
Stay right here. □ The phone rang right in the mid¬ 
dle of lunch. □ Go right to the end of the street. □ 
I said that right from the start. -4. immediately 
□ I'll be right with you. □ / took a vacation right af¬ 
ter my exams. ■ right away immediately □ I'll 
do it right away. ■ right now at this particular 
moment □ He's in a meeting right now. □ Does 
it have to be done right now? -5. a word used 
to say that one has understood □ "So you put 
the paper in here." — “Right." 
o vt -1. [wrong, injustice) to do something to 
end <an unfair or harmful situations-. -2. to 
right itself [ship, boat, raft] to return to an 
upright position. 

o excl a word used at the beginning of a 
sentence to attract somebody’s attention □ 
Right, how can I help you? 

♦ Right n the Right politics political groups 
that are in favor of private ownership of 
wealth, less control of trade and industry by 
the state, and little social or political change 
□ the rise of the extreme Right. 

♦ by rights adv a phrase used to say that 
something should be true but is not □ By 
rights it should only have taken us two hours to 
get there, but in fact we took three. 

♦ in one's own right adv because of one’s 
own abilities, actions etc and not because 
one is connected with another person or 
group □ Though married to a famous actor, she 

_,s ln fact a talented performer in her own right. 
right angle n an angle of 90 degrees, equal to 

any of the comers of a square. ■ to be at 
right angles [two things] to make an angle of 
90 degrees at the point where they join 
each other □ The tables were arranged at right 
angles. □ a line at right angles to the base of the 
triangle. 

righteous [’raitjas] adj [person, anger] that one 
thinks is morally good □ full of righteous India¬ 
na t ion. 

rightful fraitfl] adj [owner, share, place] accord¬ 
ing to a moral or legal right □ He has finally 
assumed his rightful position as world champion. 

rightfully fraitfli] adv. see rightful □ The money 
is rightfully mine/his. 

right-hand adj [side, lane, page] that is on or to 
the right of something □ Put your name in the 
top right-hand corner of the page. 

right-hand drive adj [car, vehicle] that has its 

steering wheel on the right-hand side and is 
used in countries where vehicles drive on 
the left-hand side of the road. 

right-handed [-'haendad] adj [person] who uses 
their right hand to do things, such as write 
or throw a ball, rather than their left hand □ 
/ always thought you were right-handed. 

right-hand man « sb's right-hand man the 
person who is sb’s most useful and impor¬ 
tant assistant and who they trust the most □ 
He was widely regarded as the Governor's right- 
hand man. 

rightly [’raitli] adv -1. [say, remark, guess] cor¬ 
rectly □ You may believe, rightly or wrongly, that 
this is for the best. □ As Heather very rightly 
pointed out, it's not enough just to throw more 
money at the problem. -2. [behave, act] in an 
appropriate or morally correct manner o / 
think you acted rightly in telling him. -3. [angry, 

upset, worried] with a good reason □ She was 
furious, and rightly so. □ The islanders quite right¬ 
ly feel betrayed. 

right-minded [-’maindad] adj [person] who has 
ideas and beliefs that one thinks are correct 
□ All right-minded people will object to these pro¬ 
posals. 

right of way « -1. auto the right of a vehicle 
to move along a road while other vehicles 
have to stop and wait, e.g. at an intersection 
or traffic circle □ Who has right of way here? 

-2. law a legal right for somebody to walk 
along a public path across private land □ ‘No 
right of way.' 

right-on adj GB [person, attitude] that shows a 
concern for people’s rights, social problems 
etc that one thinks is too fashionable (infor¬ 
mal use) □ It’s very right-on to buy Nicaraguan 
coffee. 

rights issue n GB an issue of new shares that 
is offered by a company to people who al¬ 
ready hold shares in the company at a lower 
price. 

right-thinking adj [person] who has ideas and 
beliefs that one thinks are morally correct □ 
All right-thinking people must be appalled by this. 

right wing n the right wing the members of a 
political group whose ideas are closest to 
conservatism and capitalism □ Too much pow¬ 
er has gone to the right wing of the party. 

♦ right-wing adj [person, government, policy] 

that supports the political ideals of con¬ 
servatism and capitalism □ He has very right- 
wing views. 
NOTE: Compare left wing. 

right-winger n a person who holds right- 
wing views. 

rigid ['nd3ad] adj -1. [sheet, plastic, card] that is 
hard and cannot be bent easily □ My hands 
were frozen rigid. -2. [control, rule] that is very 
strict and cannot be changed □ The rigid 
guidelines make it difficult for staff to use their 
discretion. -3. [person] who has strong opin- 
10ns, ideas etc that they refuse to change □ 

e has very rigid views on sex before marriage. 

rigidity [ri'd3idati] n [of a substance, rule] see rig¬ 
id □ the rigidity of the caste system. 
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rigidly ['rid33dli] adv -1. [look, remain, stare] 
without moving or changing position □ Her 
face was fixed rigidly into a smile. -2. in a harsh 
or strict way □ You needn't interpret the rules 
too rigidly. 

rigmarole ['rigmaroul] n something that one 
thinks is too complicated and takes too long 
to do (informal and disapproving use) □ I'm not 
going through all that rigmarole again. 

rigor US, rigour GB ['rigar] n the quality of be¬ 
ing thorough. 

♦ rigors npl the rigors of sthg [of life, a course] 
the things that make sthg hard or unpleas¬ 
ant □ the rigors of an Arctic winter. 

rigor mortis [-'mo:rtas] n the process or state 
in which the joints and muscles stiffen in 
the body of a dead person or animal □ Rigor 
mortis had already begun to set in. 

rigorous ['rigaras] adj [law, use, test) that is 
careful and complete □ The vehicle will be sub¬ 
jected to a rigorous safety inspection. 

rigorously ['rigarasli] adv [apply, use, test] see 
rigorous. 

rigour « GB = rigor. 

rile [rail] vf to make <sb> angry a It really riles 
me that people can get away with this sort of 
thing. 

rim [rim] « -1. [of cup, glass, bowl] the top edge 
of something that contains liquid □ Fill It up 
to the rim. -2. [of glasses, wheel] the outer 
edge of a round object □ a pair of spectacles 
with red rims. 

Rimsky-Korsakov [,nmskilko:rsakDf], Nikolai 
(1844-1908) a Russian composer whose best- 
known work is Scheherazade. 

rind [raind] n -1. [of a lemon, orange] the thick 
outer skin of some kinds of fruit □ Grate the 
rind onto a plate. -2. [of cheese, bacon] the hard 
layer on the outside of some kinds of food □ 
It's better to cut the rind off. 

ring [rig] (vt senses 1 & 2 & vi, pt rang, pp 
rung, vt senses 3 &t 4, pt & pp ringed) o n 
-1. to give sb a ring to phone sb □ I'll give you 
a ring on Thursday. -2. [of a bell, phone] the 
sound made by a bell, phone etc □ His favor¬ 
ite sound is the ring of the cash register. -3. a 
ring of truth something that one thinks is 
probably true □ The story has a ring of truth 
about it. ■ a familiar ring something that one 
thinks one has heard before □ His name has a 
familiar ring. -4. [with a hole] an object that is 
round and has a round hole in the middle □ 
fried onion rings. -5. [on one's finger] a round 
band of metal worn on a finger as a piece of 
jewelry, sometimes with a precious stone on 
it na diamond ring. -6. [of people, chairs] a 
group of people or things arranged in a cir¬ 
cle □ / was surrounded by a ring of faces. -7. [for 

boxing, a circus] a space surrounded by seats 
in which a contest or entertainment takes 
place □ Some spectators climbed into the ring. 
-8. [of criminals] a group of people working 
together in an illegal activity □ a crime/drugs 
ring. -9. to run rings around sb [around the op¬ 

position, police] to be much better and more 
skillful at doing something than sb □ Sally 

runs rings around everyone when it comes to 
using computer software. 

o vt -1. [bell, doorbell] to make <sthg> make 
a sound □ Just ring the bell and I'll come down 
to let you in. -2. GB to phone <sb> □ He said 
he'd ring me tomorrow. -3. [word, name, adver¬ 

tisement] to draw a circle around <sthg> on 
a page □ All the important numbers are ringed in 
red. -4. [building, areal to surround <a place> 
□ The house was ringed with police officers. 
o vi -1. [bell, phone, alarm] to make a loud 
sound □ Suddenly the doorbell rang. -2. [on a 

doorbell] to ring a doorbell □ / rang twice but 
nobody came to the door. □ Try ringing on the 
other bell. -3. [for attention] to ring a bell in or¬ 
der to tell somebody that one has arrived 
e.g. in a hotel or that one wants something 
□ He rang for attention/the butler. -4. to ring 
with sthg [with noise, a sound] to be filled 
with sthg □ The room was ringing with laughter. 
-5. to ring true [story, excuse] to seem true or 
real □ All his macho talk just doesn't ring true. 
-6. GB to phone □ He rang to say he was going 
to be late. 

♦ ring back o vt sep to ring sb back GB to call 
sb by phone again or later □ I'll ring you back 
when he's gone, o vi: She promised to ring back 
hours ago. 

♦ ring off vi GB to end a telephone call by 
putting down the receiver □ / tried to explain 
but he just rang off. 

♦ ring out vi -1. [voice, bell] to make a loud 
clear sound □ The church bells rang out in the 
town square. -2. GB [person] to make a phone 
call to somebody outside the building where 
one is working □ / don't think you can ring out 
from this extension. 

♦ ring up vt sep to ring sb up GB to call sb by 
phone. 

ring binder n a folder containing loose sheets 
of paper held in place by metal rings that 
can be opened and closed. 

ring finger n the third finger of one's left or 
right hand, on which an engagement or 
wedding ring is worn in some countries. 

ringing ['rigig] o adj [tone, note] loud and clear 
□ / recognized her loud, ringing voice, o n the 
sound made by a bell, telephone etc that 
keeps ringing. 

ringing tone n GB the sound heard by some¬ 
body who has dialed a phone number, 
when the other phone is ringing □ I've got 
the ringing tone, but no one's answering. 

ringleader ['nrjli:d3r] n a person who leads a 
group of people who have caused trouble or 
done something illegal. 

ringlet ['right] « a long loose curl of hair that 
hangs down. 

ringmaster [US 'rigmasstr, GB -maista] n the 
person in a circus ring whose job is to intro¬ 
duce each performer to the audience. 

ring road n GB a road that goes around a city 
so that traffic can avoid the center. 

ringside [‘rigsaid] tt the ringside the area 
around the edge of a boxing ring or a ring in 
a circus □ a ringside seat. 
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ringway ['rigwei] « GB a ring road. 

ringworm ['ngw3:rm] n a disease that causes 
red round marks to appear on one’s skin, 
especially on one’s head. 

rink [rirjk] n a surface, especially indoors, on 
which people skate or roller-skate □ an ice 

rink. 

rinse [rins] o vt [dishes, clothes, hair] to wash 
<sthg> quickly in clean water, especially to 
remove soap; [soap, dirt] to remove <sthg> 
from an object by washing it in clean water 
□ Would you mind rinsing these plates? □ Rinse 
the soap off that shirt, would you? ■ to rinse 
one's mouth out to clean one’s mouth using 
water, o n an act of rinsing something □ 
Give your hands a good rinse. 

Rio [‘riioo]: Rio (de Janiero) a city in south¬ 
eastern Brazil. A major port and tourist cen¬ 
ter, it is famous for its beaches and its an¬ 
nual carnival, population: 5,336,179. 

Rio Grande [,ri:ou'graend]: the Rio Grande a 
river in North America that forms part of 
the border between Mexico and the USA 
and flows into the Gulf of Mexico. 

riot [’raiat] o « a situation in which a large 
group of people behave in an uncontrolled 
and often violent way in a public place □ Se¬ 
rious riots have broken out in the center of Los 
Angeles. ■ to run riot to behave in a violent 
and uncontrolled way □ Meanwhile, the chil¬ 
dren were running riot in the garden, o vi [peo¬ 

ple, students] to take part in a riot. 

rioter ['rai3tar] n a person who takes part in a 
riot □ Six rioters were arrested. 

rioting ['raiatig] n a riot or riots a There were 
fears that the verdicts would lead to rioting. 

riotous ['raistos] adj [behavior, mob, party] that 
is noisy and wild □ We were having a riotous 
time. 

riot police n police who are trained and 
equipped for dealing with riots. 

riot shield n a large, transparent, curved 
shield used by police when dealing with 
violent crowds. 

rip [rip] (pt & pp ripped, cont ripping) o vt 
-1. [paper, page] to tear <sthg> quickly or 
violently □ She ripped the newspaper into strips. 
-2. to rip sthg off/down etc [clothes, mask, 

bandage] to remove sthg by pulling it off/ 
down etc □ He ripped off his shirt. □ She ripped 
the notice from the board, o vi [shirt, skirt] to 
become badly tom □ Then his pants ripped 
while he was dancing, o n -1. a long tear or 
split in a piece of paper or cloth □ My shirt 
has a great big rip in it. -2. AUS a fast ocean 
current, dangerous to swimmers. 

♦ rip off vt sep (informal use) -1. to rip sb off to 
cheat sb by charging them too much money 
for something □ You're been ripped off, I reck¬ 
on. -2. to rip sthg off [design, idea, product] to 
copy sthg from somebody else in order to 
make money from it. 

♦ rip up vt sep to rip sthg up to destroy sthg 
by tearing it violently into pieces □ She then 
ripped the contract up in front of me. 

RIP (abbr of rest in peace) a word usually writ¬ 
ten on a gravestone. 

ripcord [Tipko:rd] n a cord that one pulls to 
open a parachute. 

ripe [raip] adj [fruit, crop, cheese] that is fully 
grown or developed and ready to be eaten □ 
Don't eat those peaches, they're not ripe yet. • 
to be ripe for sthg [for development, exploita¬ 

tion] to be ready for sthg □ a small company 
ripe for takeover. 

ripen ['raipn] o vt to make <fruit, crops> etc 
ripe, o vi [fruit, crop, cheese] The grapes rip¬ 
ened early this year. 

ripeness ['raipnas] n the quality or state of be¬ 
ing ripe. 

rip-off n something that one feels one has 
paid too much money for so that one feels 
cheated, e.g. because it is of lower quality 
than one expected (informal use) □ That meal 
was a complete rip-off! 

ripple 1'ripl] n -1. one of many very small 
waves on the surface of water, caused by 
the wind or by something that has dropped 
into it □ The boat created dozens of little ripples 
in the water. -2. a ripple of laughter/applause 
laughter/applause from a group of people 
that starts quietly, becomes gradually loud¬ 
er, and then becomes quiet again □ A ripple 
of excited conversation spread through the 
crowd. 

rip-roaring adj -1. [time, party] that is very ex¬ 
citing and noisy. -2. a rip-roaring success a 
very great success. 

Rip van Winkle [.npvaen'wigkl] a character in 
a story by Washington Irving. He falls 
asleep for 20 years and wakes up to find 
that everything has changed. 

rise [raiz] {pi rose, pp risen ['rizn]) On-1. [in 

quantity, cost] an increase in the quantity, 
amount, cost etc of something □ a rise in in¬ 
flation. -2. [of a politician, celebrity] the process 
of becoming more powerful, successful, fa¬ 
mous etc □ his rise to fame. -3. [of a hill] an 
upward slope □ They live just over the next rise. 
-4. to give rise to sthg to cause sthg □ The an¬ 
nouncement has given rise to a lot of speculation 
concerning the state of their finances. -5. GB [in 

salary] an increase in salary □ a pay/wage rise. 
o vi -1. [tide, water, balloon] to move to a 
higher position or level □ The bubbles rise to 
the surface of the liquid. -2. [sun, moon] to ap¬ 
pear above the horizon □ The sun rose at 6:13 
am. -3. [wage, temperature, unemployment] to 
increase in amount, degree, cost etc □ If 
prices continue to rise at this rate, many people 
won't be able to afford basic necessities. □ The 
pound rose against the dollar. -4. [person, animal] 

to stand up □ Franz rose to greet me. -5. [per¬ 

son] to get out of bed (literary use). -6. [street, 

slope] to slope upward □ The ground rose 
steeply above the fields. -7. [voice, note] to be¬ 
come louder; to become higher in pitch □ 
Susan's voice rose to an angry yell. -8. to rise to 
sthg [to a challenge, occasion] to be successful 
in dealing with sthg difficult □ It's a tough job, 
but I am sure Gareth will rise to the challenge. 
-9. [people, peasants] to rebel against the peo- 
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pie in authority □ They finally rose against the 
government in February 1964. -10. [politician, of¬ 

ficer] to become more important, successful, 
or powerful by getting a higher position or 
status □ The general had risen to the top by the 
age of 38. -11. [bread, cake, dough] to become 
larger and rounder while it is cooked in an 
oven or because it contains yeast □ Leave it 
to rise for 15 minutes. 

♦ rise above vt fus to rise above sthg [jealousy, 

criticism] not to let oneself be affected by 
sthg unpleasant □ The office was full of gossip, 
but Laurence was able to rise above it all. 

riser ['raizal n an early/a late riser a person 
who always gets up early/late in the morning. 

risible [’rizsbl] adj [idea, offer, attempt] that one 
thinks is silly or very bad (formal use) □ They 
were offering a risible sum of money. 

rising ['raizirj] o adj -1. [ground, tide, sun] that 
is becoming higher. -2. [inflation, taxes, tem¬ 

perature] that is increasing in amount, de¬ 
gree, cost etc □ Rising prices are driving busi¬ 
ness away. -3. [star, politician] who is becom¬ 
ing more successful, famous, or important □ 
a rising young actor, o n a rebellion against a 
government or ruler □ an armed rising. 

rising damp n GB a condition in which mois¬ 
ture rises from the ground into the walls of 
a building and damages them. 

risk [risk] o « -1. a possibility that something 
unpleasant or dangerous might happen □ 
There is a fire risk or a risk of fire. □ There are a 
number of serious risks involved. ■ to run the 
risk of sthg to do something that might 
make sthg dangerous or unpleasant happen 
□ / haven't been back to the club because I don’t 
want to run the risk of meeting Tammy again. ■ 
to take a risk to do something that might 
make something dangerous or unpleasant 
happen □ You have to take risks in this business. 
□ That’s a risk we’ll have to take. ■ at one’s own 
risk so that one takes responsibility for any 
loss or damage oneself □ ‘All valuables are left 
here at owner's risk.' ■ at the risk of doing 
sthg... a phrase used to warn people that 
what one is about to say might do sthg that 
one does not want □ At the risk of sounding sil¬ 
ly, have you checked it's plugged in? -2. some¬ 
thing or somebody that could make some¬ 
thing dangerous happen □ The gas emissions 
are a serious health risk. 
o vt -1. [health, life] to put <sthg> in danger 
□ You cannot risk the lives of hundreds of people 
just for the sake of profit. -2. [defeat, humiliation] 

to do something that one knows might 
make <sthg dangerous or unpleasant> hap¬ 
pen □ You risk losing a lot of business if you relo¬ 
cate outside the city. ■ to risk it to do some¬ 
thing that involves a risk □ You could wait a 
few more days, but I wouldn't like to risk it. 

♦ at risk adj in danger □ The system is putting 
people's lives at risk. □ These are the children 
most at risk. 

risk capital n capital invested in stock issued 
by a company. 

risk-taking n the activity of deliberately tak¬ 
ing risks, e.g. to make money or for sport. 

risky [’riski] (compar riskier, superl riskiest) adj 
[business, venture] that is dangerous or likely 
to fail □ / wouldn't invest in Agrotec — it's too 
risky. 

risotto [ri'zotoo] (pi risottos) n an Italian dish 
made of rice cooked with meat, vegetables 
etc. 

risque [US ri'skei, GB ’riskei] adj [joke, humor] 

that is slightly rude, usually because it men¬ 
tions sex □ I've been told her act's quite risque. 

rissole ['risool] n GB a type of food made from 
small pieces of chopped meat, fish, or veg¬ 
etables that are pressed together into a 
round shape and fried. 

rite [rait] n a ceremony, often religious, that is 
always carried out in the same way □ initia¬ 
tion rites a the marriage rite. 

ritual ['ritfoal] o « a ceremony or series of ac¬ 
tions that is always done in a particular 
way, especially as part of a religious or so¬ 
cial occasion □ It's all part of his morning ritual. 
□ a purification ritual, o adj [murder, dance] that 
is done as part of a ritual. 

rival f'raivl] (us 0 & pp rivaled, corn rivaling, 
GB 0 & pp rivalled, cont rivalling) On a per¬ 
son, group, organization etc that one is 
competing or fighting against □ "Business 
Day" is one of our main rivals. □ Joe and Sam 
were once rivals in love, o adj: a rival company/ 
bid/team, o vt to have as much of a particular 
quality as <sb/sthg else> □ Few can rival him 
for or in stamina. 

rivalry ['raivlri] « a feeling of competition be¬ 
tween people or groups that exists over a 
period of time □ A spirit of intense rivalry had 
grown up between them. 

river ['nvar] « a wide stream of fresh water 
that flows across land, usually into the sea □ 
the River Po or Po River. 

river bank n the land along the side of a riv¬ 
er. 

riverbed ['rivaled] n the surface of the 
ground at the bottom of a river. 

riverside [’riv3rsaid] n the riverside the area of 
land near the banks of a river. 

rivet ['rivat] o « a type of metal pin used to 
fasten two pieces of metal, material etc to¬ 
gether. o vt -1. to fasten <sthg> with rivets. 
-2. to be riveted to watch or listen to some¬ 
thing very carefully because it is very inter¬ 
esting □ The audience was riveted throughout 
the performance. 

riveting ['rivstirj] adj [book, story, program] that 
one thinks is very interesting □ Let's face it, 
the lecture wasn't exactly riveting. 

Riviera [.rivi'eara]: the Riviera the Mediterra¬ 
nean coast of southeastern France and 
northwestern Italy. The two parts are some¬ 
times referred to as the French Riviera and 
the Italian Riviera. 

Riyadh [US ri:'ja:d, GB 'riiaed] the capital of 
Saudi Arabia, population: 1,308,000. 

RMT (abbr of National Union of Rail, Maritime 
and Transport Workers) n the RMT a British 
labor union for transportation workers. 
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RN n -1. abbr of Royal Navy. -2. abbr of regis¬ 
tered nurse. 

RNA (abbr of ribonucleic acid) n an important 
chemical that is in the cells of all living 

things. 
RNLI (abbr of Royal National Lifeboat Institu¬ 

tion) n the RNLI a British voluntary organiza¬ 
tion that raises money for the lifeboat ser¬ 

vice. 
RNZAF n abbr of Royal New Zealand Air Force. 

RNZN n abbr of Royal New Zealand Navy, 

roach [routf] (pi sense 1 roaches, sense Z roach 
or roaches) n -1. a cockroach. -2. a European 
freshwater fish. 

road [rood] n a long piece of ground, usually 
covered with tarmac, concrete, or stones, 
that is designed for vehicles to travel on □ 
lt‘s about three hours by road. □ Be careful when 
you cross the road. □ road travel □ The signals are 
to tell other road users where you intend to go. ■ 
on the road traveling by car, bus etc, usually 
over a long distance □ We've been on the road 
for over three hours, we must be nearly there. ■ 
on the road to sthg [to victory, recovery, suc¬ 
cess] on the way to sthg o He's on the road to 
ruin, that boy. 

road atlas n a book of maps showing the 
main roads in a particular country, area, 
town etc. 

roadblock I'roudblDk] n a place on a road 
where soldiers, the police etc stop vehicles 
to search them or stop all vehicles from 
passing □ The police set up roadblocks around 
the city. 

road-fund licence n in Britain, a license dis¬ 
played on the windshield of a vehicle to 
show that one has paid road tax. 

road haulage n = haulage, 

road hog « a person who drives in a way 
that shows no consideration for other driv¬ 
ers (informal and disapproving use), 

roadholding ['roodhooldir)] n the ability of a 
vehicle to travel around bends or on wet 
surfaces without skidding, 

roadhouse [‘roudhaus, pi -hauziz] n US a cafe 
or restaurant on a main road, especially in 
the country. 

roadie [’roodi] n a person whose job is to car¬ 
ry musical equipment and prepare it before 
concerts for a group of musicians. 

road map n a map that shows the roads in a 
particular area. 

road rage n the feeling of anger that drivers 
have when other people drive in a danger¬ 
ous or annoying way, and that can lead to 
violence. 

road safety n the rules that help people trav¬ 
el safely on roads. 

road sense n the ability of somebody to 
make good decisions when using or crossing 
roads, so that they avoid accidents □ good/ 
poor road sense. 

roadshow ['roudjou] n a group of people that 
travels around the country to perform, give 
talks etc for entertainment or advertising. 

roadside ['roudsaid] n the roadside the area at 
the side of a road □ a roadside diner/restaurant/ 
stall □ We waited by the roadside. 

road sign n a sign on a road that gives infor¬ 
mation to road users. 

roadsweeper ['roodswi:p3r] n a truck with 
brushes underneath it that is specially de¬ 
signed to clean roads. 

road tax n in Britain, a tax that somebody 
who owns a vehicle must pay to be allowed 
to drive or leave it on a public road, 

road test n -1. a test in which a car is driven 
to see if it is easy, safe etc to use. -2. US an 
official test of a driver’s ability to control a 
car. 

♦ road-test vt to give <a car> a road test, 

road train n AUS a large truck that pulls a 
number of linked trailers behind it. 

roadway ['roodwei] n the part of a road that is 
used by moving vehicles, 

roadwork [’roodw3rk] us n, roadworks 
[‘roudw3:ks] GB npl repairs that are being 
made to a road □ 'Roadworks ahead.' 

roadworthy ['roudw3:rdi] adj [vehicle] that is in 
a good enough condition to be driven on a 
road. 

roam [room] o vt [countryside, town] to walk or 
travel all over <a large area> □ / roamed the 
streets of Berlin in search of somewhere to stay, 
o vi: I loved roaming around the town. 

roar [ro:r] o vi -1. [lion, wind, engine] to make a 
deep loud noise □ Planes roared overhead as 
they spoke. -2. [person] to shout in a very 
loud voice that shows strong feelings □ The 
crowd roared as Lewis crossed the finishing line. 
■ to roar with laughter to laugh very loudly, 
o vt to say <sthg> in a very loud voice □ 
"You will do nothing of the kindI" he roared, o n 
[of a lion, engine, person] a deep loud sound □ 
We could barely hear each other above the roar 
of the traffic. 

roaring [’roirirj] o adj -1. [traffic, wind] that is 
very loud. -2. a roaring fire a fire that is very 
hot and has big flames a They sat in front of a 
roaring log fire. ■ a roaring success a very great 
success. ■ to do a roaring trade to sell a lot 
of things very quickly, o adv to be roaring 
drunk to be very drunk (informal use), 

roast [roust] o vt -1. to cook cmeat, pota- 
toes> etc in an oven or over a fire. -2. to 
cook <coffee beans, nuts> etc in order to 
dry them, o adj [meat, potato] that has been 
roasted □ They have roast lamb for dinner every 
Sunday, o rt a large piece of meat that has 
been roasted □ We're having a roast for lunch. 

roast beef n a joint of beef that has been 
roasted. 

roasting ['roustir)] (informal use) o adj very hot 
□ Can we open the window? It's roasting in here, 
o adv roasting hot extremely hot □ It was 
roasting hot that day. 

roasting pan us, roasting tin n a metal con¬ 
tainer for putting meat in when it is being 
roasted. 

rob [mb] (pt & pp robbed, cont robbing) vi -1. 
[person, store, bank] to steal money or proper- 
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ty from <sb/sthg> □ The local kids go around 
robbing cars. □ They robbed him of all his money. 
-2. to rob sb of sthg to cause sb not to have 
sthg any more □ James was robbed of his op¬ 
portunity by an unfortunate accident. 

robber ['rnbar] n a person who steals money 
or property from a bank, store, vehicle etc, 
often by using force or weapons □ a bank 
robber. 

robbery ['robsri] (pi robberies) n the crime of 
stealing money or property from a bank, 
store, vehicle etc, often by using force or 
weapons □ The gang carried out a series of 
armed robberies. 

robe [roub] n -1. [of a priest judge, monarch] a 
long loose piece of clothing worn on official 
occasions. -2. US a long loose piece of cloth¬ 
ing, similar to a coat, that one wears at 
home in the morning before getting dressed 
or at night before going to bed. 

Robeson [’roobsan], Paul (1898-1976) a black 
US actor and singer who was one of the 
first to become famous outside the USA. His 
most famous song was Ol' Man River. 

Robespierre [us 'roubzpir, gb -pia], Maxi- 
milien de (1758-1794) a French politician 
who was one of the leaders of the French 
Revolution. 

robin ['roban] n a North American bird with 
orange-red feathers on the front of its body; 
a smaller European bird similar to this. 

Robin ['rt>ban] a boy in children’s comics who 
helps Batman to fight crime. 

Robin Hood [-‘hud] in English folk stories, the 
leader of a group of outlaws living in Sher¬ 
wood Forest, in the English Midlands, in the 
13th century. They stole money from the 
rich and gave it to the poor. 

Robinson Crusoe [.mbansan'kruisou] the main 
character in the novel Robinson Crusoe by 
Daniel Defoe. He is a sailor who lives on a 
desert island after his ship sinks. 

robot ['roubDt] n a machine that is usually 
controlled by a computer and is designed to 
do the tasks a person usually does. 

robotics [rou'bmiks] n the science of designing 
and building robots. 

Rob Roy [.rob'roi] (1671-1734) a Scottish out¬ 
law. According to popular stories he was 
brave in battle and generous to the poor. 

robust [rou'bAst] adj -1. [person, health, econo¬ 

my) that is strong and in good condition. 
-2. [criticism, defense] that is expressed in a 
forceful way. 

rock [rnk] on-1. the hard substance that is 
part of the Earth’s surface; a large piece of 
this substance □ We climbed over the vast ex¬ 
panse of rock. -2. US a stone of any size □ He 
picked up a rock and threw it. -3. music rock 
music □ a rock band/group/concert. -4. GB a 
hard candy sold in long round sticks, espe¬ 
cially at seaside resorts, o vt -1. [baby, boat, 

chair] to make <sb/sthg> move gently and 
regularly from side to side or backward and 
forward □ / rocked the crib until Tommy fell 
asleep. -2. [person, organization] to shock <sb/ 

sthg> □ the scandal that rocked the nation, o vi 
[boat, chair) He rocked gently on his heels. 

♦ on the rocks adj -1. served with ice □ whis¬ 
key on the rocks -2. to be on the rocks [relation¬ 

ship, love] to be in a bad state and unlikely 
to last □ Their marriage is on the rocks. 

rock and roll n a type of popular music that 
began in the 1950s and has a strong loud 
beat and uses electric guitars, 

rock bottom n the lowest possible level o His 
spirits are at rock bottom, m to hit or reach rock 
bottom [person, mood] to become extremely 
unhappy; [price, level, standard] to become ex¬ 
tremely low; [family, economy] to become ex¬ 
tremely poor □ He really reached rock bottom 
when Alison left him. □ House prices have 
reached rock bottom. □ After Arthur lost his job 
the family fortunes really reached rock bottom. 

♦ rock-bottom adj [price, level] that is very 
low □ We offer rock-bottom prices on all hi-fi 
equipment. 

rock cake « GB a small round cake that has a 
rough surface and contains currants, 

rock climber n a person who climbs the 
steep sides of cliffs or mountains as a hobby 
or sport. 

rock-climbing n the sport or hobby of climb¬ 
ing the steep sides of cliffs or mountains □ / 
used to go rock-climbing on weekends. 

Rockefeller [lrt>kafelar], John D. (1839-1935) 
a US businessman who became extremely 
rich and gave a lot of money to the arts and 
education. 

rocker [rokar] n a rocking chair. ■ to be off one's 
rocker to be crazy (informal use) □ You must 
be off your rocker if you think I'm going in there. 

rockery ['rokari] (pi rockeries) n a part of a 
garden with small ornamental rocks and 
plants growing between and around them, 

rocket [’rokat] o n -1. space a vehicle shaped 
like a long tube that is used for traveling 
away from the Earth into space □ a space 
rocket. -2. military a missile. -3. [for a firework 

display! a firework shaped like a space rock¬ 
et. -4. [in salad] a plant with small dark-green 
leaves that have a peppery taste and are eat¬ 
en raw in salads, o vi [price, sales] to in¬ 
crease quickly. 

rocket launcher [-lointJV] n a mobile device 
used by soldiers for firing rockets, 

rock face n a side of a hill or mountain that 
is very steep and made of solid rock, 

rockfall [’mkfail] n a mass of rocks that are 
falling or that have fallen down the side of a 
cliff, mountain etc. 

rock-hard adj that is very hard □ His muscles 
are rock-hard. 

Rockies [’rokiz] = Rocky Mountains. 

rocking chair ['rokir)-] n a chair that has two 
curved pieces of wood, metal etc on the 
bottom so that one can rock backward and 
forward when one is sitting in it. 

rocking horse n a toy horse that a child can 
sit on and rock backward and forward, 

rock music n loud music with a strong beat 
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that is played on electrical instruments, es¬ 
pecially electric guitars, 

rock 'n' roll n = rock and roll, 

rock pool n a small pool that forms between 
rocks on the seashore at low tide, 

rock salt n salt found by mining in the 
ground rather than in the sea. 

rock singer n a person who sings rock music, 

rock star n a person who is very well-known 
for their rock music. 

Rockwell ['rokwsl], Norman (1894—1978) a 
US painter who is famous for his scenes of 
daily life which appeared especially on 
magazine covers. 

rocky ['rnkij (comfar rockier, superl rockiest) adj 
-1. [road, ground] that is covered with rocks 
□ They drove slowly over the rocky terrain. -2. 
[marriage, economy! that has problems and 

may not continue to exist or be successful □ 
Olson's future is looking a little rocky right now. 

Rocky Mountains: the Rocky Mountains a 
North American mountain range that ex¬ 
tends from Alaska to New Mexico, highest 

point: 4,399 m. 

rococo [ra'koukou] adj [decoration, furniture, 

building] that is in a style, fashionable in 
Europe in the early 18th century, that uses a 
lot of decoration. 

rod [rod] n a long thin bar made of hard ma¬ 
terial □ a metal/wooden rod. 

rode [rood] past tense of ride, 

rodent ['roudant] n a small animal with strong 
sharp teeth, e.g. a mouse, rat, or rabbit, 

rodeo [roo’deiou] (fl rodeos) n a form of enter¬ 
tainment in which cowboys show their 
skills, e.g. riding wild horses. 

m RODEOS 
At US rodeos, cowboys show off their skills 
to entertain people and to compete for 
prizes. Traditional rodeos were held when 
cowboys met to round up their herds of cat¬ 
tle (the word rodeo comes from the Soanish 
for “roundup”). The cowboys who perform 
in rodeos have to ride wild horses and cat¬ 
tle, catch cattle with ropes, and throw cattle 
to the ground by twisting their horns. Tour¬ 
ists have come to watch rodeos since the 
end of the 19th century, and modem rodeos 
in western states such as Wyoming and 
Kansas still attract many visitors. 

Rodeo Drive [roo'deiou-] a street in Beverly 
Hills, California, that has a lot of expensive 
shops. 

Rodgers ['rod39rz], Richard (1902-1979) a US 
composer who wrote songs and musicals 
with Lorenz Hart and Oscar Hammerstein, 
including Oklahoma and The Sound of Music. 

Rodin [us roo'daen, gb 'roudaen], Auguste (1840- 
1917) a French sculptor, famous for his realis¬ 
tic sculptures of people. His best-known 
works are The Thinker and The Kiss. 

roe [roo] n the eggs or sperm of a fish, eaten 
as food □ salmon/cod's roe. 

roe deer n a small deer that lives in forests in 
Europe and Asia. 

Roe vs. Wade [,rouv3:rsas'weid] n a famous le¬ 
gal decision by the US Supreme Court in 
1973 that said that abortions should be per¬ 

mitted in the USA. 

rogue [roog] o « -1. a person who one likes, 
but whose attitude and behavior one does 
not approve of □ a likeable rogue. -2. a dis¬ 
honest person (old-fashioned use), o adj a 
rogue politician/policeman etc a politician/po- 
liceman etc who follows their own rules 
and methods and does not fit in with the 
other people in their group. 

roguish ['rougij] adj [smile, look] that seems 
playful and mischievous. 

role [roul] n -1. somebody’s position in a 
situation or activity and the amount of ac¬ 
tivity they have in it □ She played a key role in 
the organization. -2. cinema & theater the 
character played by an actor or actress □ She 
plays the role of a Russian princess. 

roll [roul] o n -1. [of cloth, paper] a long piece 
of something that has been rolled into a cyl¬ 
inder □ How many rolls of film did you buy? 
-2. a small round loaf of bread, sometimes 
cut in half to make a sandwich □ a sesame/ 
hard roll. -3. [of names] an official list of 
names □ the electoral roll. -4. a roll of drums/ 
thunder a long deep sound made by drums/ 
thunder □ a drum roll. -5. phrase to be on a roll 
to be having a lot of success all at once (in¬ 
formal use). 

o vt -1. to move <a log, barrel> etc by mak¬ 
ing it turn over many times □ The goalkeeper 
rolled the ball out to the defender, m to roll one's 
eyes to move one’s eyes around in a circle, 
e.g. to show that one finds something 
strange, surprising, silly etc □ She kept rolling 
her eyes melodramatically toward the sky. -2. to 
wrap <cloth, a carpet, film> etc around itself 
to form a ball or cylinder □ The hedgehog 
rolled itself into a ball. ■ rolled into one com¬ 
bined □ She’s a company executive, wife, and 
housekeeper rolled into one. -3. to roll a ciga¬ 
rette to make a cigarette by wrapping tobac¬ 
co in paper and rolling it into a cylinder, 

o vi -1. [log, barrel] to move somewhere by 
turning over many times □ The ball rolled un¬ 
der the car. -2. [truck, bus] to move along □ 
The car rolled up the drive. -3. [ship, plane] to 
move from side to side because of waves or 
wind. -4. [drums, thunder] to make a long 
deep sound. 

♦ roll around, roll about vi to move by 
turn- ing over many times □ The dog was roll¬ 
ing around happily in the mud. □ Empty bottles 
rolled around on the ship's deck. 

♦ roll back vt sep to roll sthg back US [taxes, 
prices] to reduce sthg, usually to a level that 
it was at before. 

♦ roll in vi (informal use) -1. [money, profits, invi¬ 
tations] to come to somebody in large quan¬ 
tities □ After we'd won the competition the of¬ 
fers of work came rolling in. -2. [person] to ar¬ 
rive somewhere in a relaxed way, especially 
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when other people expect one to be worried 
□ He rolled In half an hour late. 

♦ roll over vi [person] to turn one’s body once 
so that one is lying in a different position □ / 
switched off the lamp and rolled over to go to 
sleep. □ The car rolled over and burst into flames. 

♦ roll up o vt sep -1. to roll sthg up [paper, 

cloth, carpet] to roll sthg into a cylinder or 
ball □ He rolled his clothes up into a small ball. 
-2. to roll one's sleeves/trousers up to fold 
the ends of one's sleeves/trousers over, to 
make them shorter □ She rolled up her sleeves 
and set to work, o vi -1. [car, bus] to arrive 
somewhere and stop □ A large Mercedes rolled 
up at the hotel entrance. -2. [person] to arrive 
somewhere, usually late (informal use) □ He 
finally rolled up at 10 o'clock. 

roll bar « a strong metal bar on the top of a 
car used to protect the people inside if the 
car rolls over. 

roll call n the act of reading a list of names 
aloud to check who is present, 

rolled gold [,rould-] h GB a thin covering of 
gold on another metal. 

roller ['route1! n -1. a solid tube of wood or 
metal that turns around and is used in a ma¬ 
chine for pressing, printing etc. -2. a small, 
hollow, plastic or metal tube around which 
one wraps one’s hair to make it curly □ Her 
hair was in rollers. 

roller blades npl skates like roller skates that 
have one row of wheels underneath □ a pair 
of roller blades. 

roller blind n a blind, usually made of cloth, 
that is attached to the top of a window and 
can be rolled up when it is not being used, 

roller coaster n a small track, usually at a 
fairground, that carries people up and down 
steep slopes in open cars for entertainment, 

roller skate n a boot or shoe with small 
wheels attached to the bottom. 

♦ roller-skate vi to move wearing roller 
skates. 

roller towel n a long towel whose two ends 
are joined together so that it can be wound 
around a wooden or metal rod. 

rolling ['roulig] adj -1. rolling hills hills that 
rise and fall gently. -2. a rolling walk a way 
of walking that is slow and in which the 
body moves from side to side. -3. to be roll¬ 
ing in it to be very rich (informal use), 

rolling mill n a factory or machine in which 
rollers are used to flatten metal into sheets, 

rolling pin n a long cylindrical piece of wood 
that one rolls over pastry many times in or¬ 
der to make it flat. 

rolling stock n the vehicles, e.g. engines and 
cars, that are used on a railroad, 

rollneck [’roulnek] adj GB [pullover, sweater] that 
has a neck like a poloneck but smaller, 

roll of honor n an official list of the names of 
a number of people who have done some¬ 
thing that other people respect, 

roll-on n a roll-on (deodorant) a bottle of liq¬ 
uid deodorant that one puts onto one’s 

body by moving a rolling ball at the top of 
the bottle against one’s skin. 

roll-on roll-off comp a roll-on roll-off ferry GB a 
ferry that is built with doors at the front 
and back, so that vehicles can drive on at 
one end and leave at the other end. 

ROM [rom] (abbr of read-only memory) n the 
part of a computer containing information 
that can be read but not changed by the 
user. 

NOTE: Compare RAM. 

romaine lettuce [roo,mem-] « us a lettuce 
with long, narrow, crisp leaves. 

Roman [’roornon] o adj -1. that is connected 
with ancient Rome or its empire. -2. that is 
connected with Rome. On-1. a person who 
came from or lived in ancient Rome. -2. a 
person who comes from or lives in Rome. 

Roman candle n a firework that stands on 
the ground and produces bright sparks and 
colored balls of fire. 

Roman Catholic o « a person who belongs 
to the Christian religion that has the Pope in 
Rome as its leader, o adj: a Roman Catholic 
priest/bishop □ the Roman Catholic Church. 

romance [roo'maens] « -1. the feelings or be¬ 
havior of people who are in love □ in search 
of love and romance. -2. a feeling of excite¬ 
ment, mystery, and adventure □ the romance 
of moonlight. -3. a love affair □ yet another 
failed romance. -4. a type of novel, usually in¬ 
volving love, mystery, and adventure □ I'd ra¬ 
ther read a romance than a thriller any day. 

Romanesque [.rouma'nesk] adj [building, archi¬ 

tecture] built in a style that was popular in 
Western Europe between the 9th and 12th 
centuries, with arches and thick pillars. 

Romania [ro'meinjo] a country in southeastern 
Europe, on the Black Sea. size: 237,500 sq 
kms. population: 23,400,000 (Romanians). 
capital: Bucharest, language: Romanian, cur¬ 
rency: len. 

Romanian [ro'meinjan] n & adj: see Romania. 

Roman numerals npl the letters that were 
used to represent numbers in ancient Rome 
□ The facade was inscribed with the Roman nu¬ 
merals, MDCCXIV. 

romantic [roo'maentik] adj -1. [person] who im¬ 
agines things are more interesting, exciting 
etc than they really are □ He has a very ro¬ 
mantic view of the French way of life. -2. 
[evening, vacation, movie] that involves love o 
They had a romantic candlelit dinner. -3. [gesture, 

place, way of life] that makes one think of 
love, adventure, or mystery □ It was so ro¬ 
mantic of her to fly all that way to see you. 

♦ Romantic adj [novel, movie, play] that is con¬ 
nected with Romanticism □ the great Roman¬ 
tic novels of the 19th century. 

romanticism [roo'masntssszm] n romantic 
thoughts, feelings, or ideas □ One could hardly 
accuse him of romanticism. 

♦ Romanticism n an artistic movement in 
18th- and 19th-century Europe that was 
concerned with natural beauty and with 
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emotions rather than rational thought □ one 
of the great proponents of French Romanticism. 

romanticize, -ise [rou'maentasaiz] o vt (idea, 
event] to make <sthg> seem more interest¬ 
ing or exciting than it really is a .He has a ten¬ 
dency to romanticize war in his novels, o vi: It's 
easy to romanticize about life on a desert island. 

Romantic poets npl the Romantic poets a 
group of English poets in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries, including Wordsworth, 
Byron, Keats, and Shelley. Their poems 
were influenced by Romanticism. 

Romany ['romani] (pi Romanies) n a member 
of a race of people that travels from place to 
place, mainly in Europe, and lives in cara¬ 
vans; the language of these people. 

Rome [room] the capital of Italy and its larg¬ 
est city. In ancient times it was the center of 
a large empire, population: 2,693,383. 

Romeo1 ['roumiou] the hero of Shakespeare’s 
play Romeo and Juliet. He falls in love with 
Juliet, although their families are enemies. 

Romeo2 n a man who tries to make women 
sexually interested in him. 

romp [romp] on a noisy and lively activity or 
game □ The children/dogs like to have a romp in 
the garden, o vi [child, dog] to play in a noisy 
and lively way. 

rompers ['romparz] npl, romper suit ['romps'--] 
n a piece of clothing for babies that consists 
of a top and trousers in one piece. 

roof [ru:f] « -1. the covering on top of a build¬ 
ing or vehicle □ The roof is leaking. ■ under my 
roof in my home □ / am not prepared to put up 
with that kind of behavior under my roof! ■ under 
the same roof in the same house □ I'm not 
staying under the same roof as that revolting 
man! m to have a roof over one's head to have 
somewhere to live □ All we want is some food 
and a roof over our heads. ■ to go through or 

hit the roof to become very angry □ Mom 
went through the roof when she saw the mess. 
-2. [of a cave, mouth] the top part of the in¬ 
side of something □ The roof of my mouth felt 
dry and sticky. 

roof garden n a garden on the roof of a 
building. 

roofing ['ruifirj] « material that is used to 
make a roof. 

roof rack n a metal frame on the roof of a car 
or van that is used for carrying things. 

rooftop ['ruiftDp] n the outside part of a roof. 

rook [rok] « -1. a large black bird, like a crow, 
that lives in Europe and Asia. -2. in chess, a 
piece that can move any number of squares 
backward, forward, or sideways, but not di¬ 
agonally. 

rookie ['ruki] n a new member, e.g. of an 
army or police force, who has little experi¬ 
ence □ a rookie cop. 

room [ru:m] « -1. [in a building] one of the parts 
of a building that has its own walls, floor, 
and ceiling, and is separated from the other 
parts a The house has ten rooms. □ Just then, 
Jeff walked into the room. -2. [in a house, hotel] 
a bedroom □ I'll show you to your room. -3. [for 

people, objects] enough space □ Is there room 
for another passenger? □ There isn t much room 
in here. ■ to make room for sb/sthg to move 
things or people so that there is enough 
space for sb/sthg □ She moved up to make 
room for Sam. □ I've shifted the furniture to make 
room for the new TV. -4. [for improvement, 

change] the opportunity or possibility for 
something to happen □ It's a good project but 
there's room for improvement: ■ room for ma¬ 
neuver the possibility of changing one’s 
plans or actions if it is necessary, 

roomer [ru:mor] n US a person who lives in a 
rented room in somebody else’s house, 

rooming house ['ru:mir)-] n US a house where 
people can rent furnished rooms or small 
apartments. 

roommate ['nmnmeit] n a person with whom 
one shares a house or apartment, 

room service n the serving of meals, drinks 
etc to hotel guests in their rooms, 

room temperature n the usual temperature 
of a room in a house, about 20 °C □ 'This 
wine should be served at room temperature.' 

roomy ['ru:mi] (compar roomier, superl roomiest) 
adj [building, bag, coat] that has plenty of 
space. 

Roosevelt [’rouzavelt], Eleanor (1884-1962) a 
US writer and diplomat who supported 
many liberal causes. She was married to 
Franklin Roosevelt. 

Roosevelt, Franklin (Delano) (1882-1945) 
US President from 1933 to 1945. He was re¬ 
sponsible for economic reforms such as the 
New Deal, and was a strong leader in World 
War II. He is also called FDR. 

Roosevelt, Theodore (1858-1919) US Presi¬ 
dent from 1901 to 1909. He is also called 
Teddy Roosevelt. 

roost [ru:st] o « a place, e.g. a branch of a 
tree, where a bird rests at night. ■ to rule the 
roost to be in control of all the other people 
in a place (informal use), o vi [bird] to stay on 
a roost for the night. 

rooster ['ru:stsr] n an adult male chicken, 

root [ru:t] o n -1. [of a plant, tree] the part of a 
plant that grows underground and supplies 
the plant with food and water □ The plant 
had long, white roots that went deep into the soil. 
■ to put down roots [person] to settle in a 
place and begin to think of it as one’s home 
□ You can't be thinking of moving again — you've 
scarcely had time to put down roots here. ■ to 
take root [plant] to start to grow; [idea, prac¬ 

tice] to become established □ That little offcut 
from the rose bush is beginning to take root. □ 
Once the idea had taken root in her mind, she 
could not forget it. -2. [of a hair, tooth, nail] the 
part of a hair, tooth, or nail where it meets 
the surface of the skin □ Her dyed blond hair 
was dark at the roots. -3. [of a problem] the 
main cause of something □ the root of all evil, 
o adj the root cause the most basic and im¬ 
portant cause □ The root cause of all these 
problems is poverty. 

o vi to search for something by moving 
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things around a The dog was rooting through 
the undergrowth. □ She rooted in her bag for the 
ticket. 

♦ roots npl the place or culture that some¬ 
body grew up in or that their family is from 
originally □ He says he wants to go back to his 
roots. 

♦ root for vt fus to root for sb [competitor, 

teaml to support and encourage sb strongly 
(informal use) □ Come on, Cambridge! We're 
rooting for you! 

♦ root out vt sep to root sthg out [corruption, 

racism) to find and remove sthg □ I intend to 
root out every corrupt cop in this precinct. 

root beer n US a fizzy soft drink made from 
roots and herbs. 

root crop n a crop whose roots are used as 
food, e.g. potatoes or carrots. 

rooted ['ru:tsd] adj to be rooted to the spot to 
be so afraid or surprised that one is unable 
to move □ She just stood there, rooted to the 
spot as the truck came thundering toward her. 

rootless ['ruitlss] adj [person) who does not 
feel that they belong to any particular place 
or culture. 

root vegetable « a vegetable, e.g. potatoes or 
carrots, that grows under the ground. 

rope [roup] o « a thick cord that is made by 
twisting thinner cords together □ a long rope/ 
a long piece of rope. ■ to know the ropes to be 
experienced in a particular activity or situa¬ 
tion (informal use) □ Ask Johnny to show you 
the ropes. ■ to be at the end of one's rope US 

to feel that one cannot deal with a situation 
any more because one is too tired, worried 
etc. o vt to tie <a person, animal, or object> 
to something with rope □ The climbers were 
roped together. □ The horse was roped to a 
fence. 

♦ rope in vt sep to rope sb in to persuade sb 
to get involved in something (informal use) □ 
They tried to rope me in to play softball. 

♦ rope off vt sep to rope a place off to tie 
ropes around the edges of a place to prevent 
people from getting in □ The whole street's 
been roped off while they investigate. 

ro-ro ['rooroo] n GB a roll-on roll-off ferry (in¬ 
formal use). 

rosary ['rouzari] (pi rosaries) tt -1. a string of 
beads used by people in some religions, e.g. 
Catholics or Hindus, for counting their pray¬ 
ers. -2. the set of prayers that is said by 
somebody using a rosary. 

rose [rouz] o past tense of rise, o adj that is 
pink in color, o n a flower that is usually 
red, white, pink, or yellow, has a pleasant 
smell, and grows on a bush that has thorns 
on its stems. 

rose [rou'zei] « a pink wine. 

rosebed ['roozbed] n a flowerbed that has had 
roses planted in it. 

Rose Bowl « the Rose Bowl an important US 
football game. It is played once a year on 
January 1 in Pasadena, California between 
two championship college teams. 

rosebud ['rouzbAd] « the flower of a rose that 
has not yet opened out completely, 

rose bush « a bush that roses grow on. 

rose hip n a red or yellow fruit that grows on 
certain rose bushes. 

rosemary [us 'rouzmeri, GB -man] n a plant 
with sweet-smelling gray-green spiky leaves, 
used as an herb in cooking, 

rosette [roo'zet] « a large round badge made 
of colored ribbons. 

rosewater ['roozw3:tsr] n a liquid made from 
roses and used as perfume, 

rosewood ['rouzwod] « a hard, dark-red, tropi¬ 
cal wood used for making good-quality fur¬ 
niture. 

ROSPA ['rospo] (abbr of Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents) « a British charity 
that provides information about safety on 
the road, at school, at home etc. 

Ross [ids], Betsy (1752-1836) the woman 
who made the first US flag. 

Rossetti [us rou'zeti, GB ra-], Dante Gabriel 
(1828-1882) a British artist and poet, and a 
leader of the Pre-Raphaelites. 

Rossini [us rou'sism, gb ro-], Gioacchino (1792— 
1868) an Italian composer who wrote many 
operas, including The Barber of Seville. 

roster ['rnstafl n a list of people’s names that 
shows which jobs they have to do or at 
which times they have to work, 

rostrum ['rostrsm] {pi rostrums or rostra [-tra]) 
n a raised platform where somebody stands, 
e.g. when making a speech, accepting a 
prize, or conducting an orchestra, 

rosy ['rouzi] (compar rosier, superl rosiest) adj 
-1. [cheeks, complexion] pink and healthy in 
appearance □ She came in, smiling and rosy- 
cheeked. -2. [view, outlook, future] that makes 
one feel optimistic □ I'm afraid the future 
doesn't look quite so rosy from my point of view. 

rot [rot] (pt & pp rotted, cont rotting) vi [food, 

teeth] to decay □ the smell of rotting vegetables, 
o vt [substance, food, teeth] to make <sthg> 
decay □ Oil rots rubber, o n -1. [in wood, food] 

an area of rotten material □ The floorboards 
were very damp and rot had begun to set in. 
-2. [in a society, organization] a weakness in 
the character, structure, or morals of some¬ 
thing □ The rot set in when the essential ser¬ 
vices were privatized. 

rota ['routs] « GB a list of people who take 
turns to do a job, showing the order in 
which they have to do it □ We have a rota 
system for doing the dishes. □ / don't think I'm 
on the rota tonight. 

rotary ['routsri] o adj -1. [movement, action] 
that involves turning around a fixed point. 
-2. [machine, engine] that is operated by the 
rotary movement of a part or parts, o « us a 
round traffic junction where three or more 
roads meet and which traffic must travel 
around in the same direction. 

Rotary Club n the Rotary Club an association 
of business people that organizes social 
events and charity work. 
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rotate [US 'rooteit, GB rou'teit] o vt -1. [part of a 

machine, wheel) to make <sthg> turn in a cir¬ 

cular movement around a fixed point o This 
shaft then rotates the wheel, which forces the 
water through the pipe. -2. [staff, workers] to 

make <people> take turns to do a particular 

job in a fixed order □ The presidency of the EU 
is rotated. □ They rotate the jobs so that no one 
has to work two night shifts in a row. -3. to 

plant <different crops> each season in a 

fixed order that is repeated □ The farmers ro¬ 
tate the crops in order to keep the soil healthy, 

o vi -1. [part of a machine, wheel] The blades 
start to rotate when you push the lawnmower for¬ 
ward. -2. [staff, jobs] The presidency of the Coun¬ 
cil rotates every year. 

rotation [rou'teifn] « [of a machine, jobs, crops] 

see rotate. ■ to do sthg in rotation to do sthg 

in a fixed order that is repeated. 

rote [rout] n to learn sthg by rote to leam sthg 

so that one can repeat it from memory, ra¬ 

ther than because one understands it □ rote 
learning. 

rotor ['routs1] n a part of an engine or ma¬ 

chine that rotates □ a helicopter's rotor blade. 

rotten ['rotn] adj -1. [wood, food] that has de¬ 

cayed completely □ He accidentally put his foot 
through a rotten floorboard. -2. [movie, book, 

meal] that is of poor quality □ That rice tastes 
really rotten! -3. [person, job] very unpleasant 

(informal use) □ What a rotten thing to do/say! □ 
I've had a really rotten day! -4. to feel rotten to 

feel unwell (informal use). -5. to feel rotten 
about sthg to feel unhappy or guilty about 

sthg one has done □ I feel rotten about turning 
him down for the job. 

rotund [rou'tAnd] adj [person, shape] round and 
fat. 

rouble ['ruibl] n the standard unit of money in 

Russia and some other countries that used 

to be in the Soviet Union. 

rouge [01:3] n red make-up that women and 
actors put on their cheeks. 

rough [rAf] o adj -1. [surface, road] that is un¬ 
even and not smooth □ They drove along a 
rough dirt track. -2. [person, behavior, treatment] 

that is violent or aggressive □ He was very 
rough with me. -3. [shelter, workmanship] that is 
basic and not of very high quality □ They 
built a rough wooden shack outside. -4. [plan, 

copy, idea] that is not detailed, exact, or final 
□ This is just a rough outline. □ / only need a 
rough estimate. □ This is just to give you a rough 
idea of what we intend to do. -5. [life, deal] diffi¬ 
cult and unpleasant, often in a way that is 
unfair or unlucky □ They gave him a rough 
time or ride. □ Divorce is always rough on the 
children. -6. [town, area] where there is a lot 
of crime and violence □ It's a rough part of 
town, so be careful. -7. [weather, sea] stormy □ 
We had a rough crossing. -8. [wine, taste] that is 
not smooth or delicate; [sound, voice] that is 
unpleasandy harsh. -9. to feel/look rough to 
feel/look tired or ill (informal use) □ You're 
looking rough this morning. 

o adv GB to sleep rough to sleep outside in 

uncomfortable conditions because one has 
nowhere else to stay. 
o « -1. the rough golf uneven ground on a 
golf course where the grass is allowed to 
grow longer. -2. in rough [write, draw] in a 
way that is not tidy or complete enough for 
a final copy □ Just write it out in rough and 
someone can copy it. 
o vt to rough it to live in uncomfortable 
conditions for a short time □ We don't have 
any furniture yet, so you'll just have to rough it. 

♦ rough out vt sep to rough sthg out [sketch, 

idea, speech] to draw or write sthg in rough 
□ I've roughed out a plan for the new campaign. 

♦ rough up vt sep to rough sb up to attack sb 
in a violent or aggressive way □ They roughed 
Steve up really badly. 

roughage ['rAfid3] « substances in food such 
as bread, vegetables, or fruit that help to 
make the bowels work properly. 

rough and ready adj -1. [plan, solution] that is 
simple and has been made carelessly or 
quickly. -2. [person] who does not worry 
about trying to be polite and is direct in 
their behavior and way of speaking. 

rough-and-tumble n -1. fighting, e.g. among 
children, that is not very serious. -2. rough 
and noisy behavior □ the rough-and-tumble of 
politics. 

roughcast [US 'rAfkaest, GB -ka:st] n a rough 
covering for the outside walls of a building 
that is made of plaster and small stones or 
shells. 

rough diamond h gb a person who has good 
qualities, but whose appearance or behavior 
makes them seem aggressive, rude etc. 

roughen ['rAfn] vf [hands, surface] to make 
<sthg> rough. 

rough justice n a situation, decision, or pun¬ 
ishment that seems unfair because it makes 
life difficult for somebody who does not de¬ 
serve it. 

roughly [’rAfli] adv -1. [behave, treat, make] see 
rough □ He answered her very roughly. □ a 
roughly built shelter. -2. approximately □ She 
told me roughly how to get there. □ It's roughly 
5km away. 

roughneck ['rAfnek] n -1. a person who works 
on an oil rig. -2. a rough person (informal 
use). 

roughshod ['rAfJbd] adv to ride roughshod 
over sb/sthg [over rules, somebody's feelings] 

to behave without any consideration for 
sb/sthg. 

roulette [rui'let] ti a game for gambling in 
which a ball is dropped onto a wheel with 
numbers on it that is spun and in which 
people bet on which number the ball will 
stay on when the wheel stops spinning. 

round [raund] o adj -1. [plate, table, face] that 
has the shape of a circle or a ball □ Her eyes 
were round with amazement. □ Columbus knew 
the Earth was round. -2. [cheeks, stomach, arch] 

that has a curved shape □ Stand up straight or 
you II get round shoulders! -3. a round number/ 
figure a number/figure that is whole and 
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usually ends in zero, e.g. ten or a hundred □ 
It comes to $384, or $400 In round figures, 

o prep -1. round the table/fire in a circle 
with the table/fire in the center. ■ round 
one's waist/wrist completely enclosing one’s 
waist/wrist □ The town is built round a small 
lake. □ He had his arm round her. □ She wore a 
silk scarf round her neck. □ She measures 40 
inches round the hips. -2. to go round sthg to 
move in a circle with sthg in the center; to 
move in a circle along sthg □ The Earth goes 
round the Sun. □ We drove round and round the 
place trying to find the exit. -3. to travel round a 
place to visit all the different parts of a place 
□ We spent the summer motoring round Europe. 
□ We have offices all round the world. □ / spent 
the morning wandering round the town. -4. to be 
round the corner to be on the far side of the 
comer □ The hotel is a few hundred yards on, 
just round the next bend. □ The car is parked 
round the back of the house. -5. a way round an 
obstacle/a problem a way that avoids an 
obstacle/a problem □ / stepped carefully round 
the hole in the road. □ We're going to have to 
sell, I can't see any other way round it. -6. phrase 
round here in the area where one is or lives 
□ The people round here are very friendly. 

o adv -1. to go or spin round (and round) to 
move in the shape of a circle (repeatedly) □ 
The roulette wheel spun round several times, 
then stopped. -2. to sit/stand round to sit/ 
stand in a group so that something is in the 
center or surrounded □ By this time a crowd of 
spectators had gathered round. □ We couldn't get 
in because there was a fence all round. -3. to 
turn/look round to turn/look so that one is 
facing the opposite direction. -4. to be 100 
feet round to measure 100 feet along the 
length of its outside. -5. to take or show sb 
round to take sb to all the different parts of 
a place □ If you ever come to London, I'd be de¬ 
lighted to show you round. -6. to come/go 
round to come/go to visit someone in their 
home □ I'm just on my way round to Jenny's. 

On-1. a round of talks/negotiations one of a 
series of talks/negotiations □ The next round 
of consultations will take place in Helsinki. -2. a 
round of applause clapping by an audience to 
show that they have enjoyed a performance 
□ Let’s have a round of applause for our winners! 
-3. [in a competition] one of a series of games 
or matches in a competition □ He was 
knocked out in the fourth round of the tourna¬ 
ment. -4. [by a doctor, nurse, delivery boyl the 
regular visits that someone makes every day 
to their customers or patients □ He did a pa¬ 
per round to earn some money. -5. [of drinks] a 
drink for everyone in a group, usually 
bought by one person □ It's my round, what 
can I get you? -6. golf a complete game of 
golf. -7. boxing one of the periods in a box¬ 
ing match when the boxers fight □ The ref¬ 
eree stopped the fight in the tenth round. -8. a 
round of ammunition a single bullet or a sin¬ 
gle shot from a gun □ Police fired three rounds 
of ammunition. 

o vt to go round <a bend or corner> □ 
Hamish rounded the bend at 60 miles per hour. 

♦ rounds npl the regular visits that a doctor 
or nurse makes every day to patients in 
their homes □ The doctor is out on her rounds 
at the moment. 

♦ round about o prep a little before or after 
<a particular time, amount> etc □ All my 
friends are round about the same age. □ She 
should be here round about 5 o'clock, o adv 
near to a particular place □ People came from 
all the farms round about. 

♦ round off vf sep to round sthg off [speech, 

meal, concert! to end sthg in a satisfying or 
suitable way □ The Bishop rounded off his ser¬ 
mon with a prayer for peace. □ How about a bran¬ 
dy to round off the meal? 

♦ round up vt sep -1. to round people/animals 
up to gather together people/animals from 
different places □ Police rounded up members 
of the gang in a raid last night. -2. to round a 
figure/an amount up math to change a 
figure/an amount to the nearest whole num¬ 
ber, or multiple of ten, above it □ The actual 
budget is $37,000, but let's round it up to 
$40,000. 

roundabout [’raundsbaut] o adj [way, method] 

that is not direct or simple □ It seems a rather 
roundabout way of doing it. o « GB -1. [on a 

road] a round traffic junction which traffic 
must travel around in the same direction. 
-2. [at a fairground] a round platform with 
seats, often in the shape of animals, that 
spins round and that people can ride on for 
pleasure. 

rounded ['raondad] adj [edge, end, shape] that is 
curved rather than pointed or sharp. 

rounders ['raondarz] h in Britain, a team game 
like baseball played especially by children, 
in which the person batting scores points by 
hitting the ball and running around the four 
points of a square. 

Roundhead ['raondhed] rt a supporter of Oli¬ 
ver Cromwell against King Charles I in the 
English Civil War (1642-1646). 

roundly ['raondli] adv [criticize, attack] strongly; 
[defeat, beat] completely □ He was roundly criti¬ 
cized for his behavior at the party. □ We were 
roundly beaten by a group of amateurs. 

round-neck adj [sweater] that has a collar that 
goes around the bottom of one’s neck. 

round-shouldered [-'/ooldard] adj [person] who 
bends forward so that their shoulders are 
narrow and curved (disapproving use). 

Round Table n the Round Table in English 
legends, the table where King Arthur sat 
with his knights. It was round so that no 
knight would appear more important than 
the others. 

round-table adj a round-table discussion/ 
meeting etc a discussion/meeting etc where 
all the people taking part have equal impor¬ 
tance □ Round-table talks are being held be¬ 
tween the two warring factions. 

round-the-clock adj round-the-clock surveil¬ 
lance/care etc surveillance/care etc that takes 
place 24 hours a day. 

♦ round the clock adv. Police are watching the 
suspect round the clock. 
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round trip on a trip to a place and back 
again, o adj a round-trip ticket US a ticket for 
a trip to a place and back again, 

roundup I'raundAp] n -1. an act of gathering 
together animals or people in one place. 
-2. a summary of the main points of some¬ 
thing, e.g. of the news or sports results □ a 

news roundup. 
rouse [rauz] vt -1. to wake <sb> up □ / was 

roused from my sleep/bed at 2 am. -2. to rouse 
oneself to do sthg to make oneself do some¬ 
thing, usually when one is tired or does not 
have enthusiasm □ Jimmy could scarcely rouse 
himself to look interested. -3. to make <sb> 
more lively or excited □ He was not easily 
roused to anger. -4. to cause somebody to 
have <anger, fears> etc □ This has roused a 
certain amount of suspicion amongst locals. 

rousing ['rauzuj] adj (speech, cheer) that makes 
people feel emotional and excited □ He gave 
a rousing speech about patriotism and duty. 

Rousseau [us rui'sou, gb 'ruisou], Jean- 
Jacques (1712-1778) a French philosopher, 
born in Switzerland. His writing influenced 
the French Revolution and the Romantic 
movement. 

rout [raut] o n a very easy and complete de¬ 
feat. o vt to beat <an opposing army, team> 
etc easily and completely, 

route [ru:t] on-1. [of a trip, person, procession] 

a way or road that one travels along to get 
from one place to another □ What‘s the best 
route to Manchester? -2. (of a bus, train, plane] a 
way used by vehicles or planes for traveling 
regularly between places □ / think the 45 bus 
goes along this route. □ a bus route. -3. [to fame, 

disaster] a way of achieving something □ the 
route to success □ Law is a good route into poli¬ 
tics. -4. US a main road □ Route 66. o vt 
[goods, vehicle, person] to send <sb/sthg> in a 
particular direction or to a particular place □ 
Our bags have been routed to Hong Kong. 

route map n a plan to help travelers, show¬ 
ing where bus or train routes run; a map 
provided for somebody to show them how 
to get to a place. 

routine [,ru:'ti:n] o adj -1. [check, operation, in¬ 

quiry] that is part of the normal procedure □ 
/ m sorry to trouble you — this is just a routine in¬ 
quiry. -2. [meeting, week] that consists of 
nothing unusual and so is boring □ a series of 
dull, routine tasks, o n -1. the regular pattern 
of somebody’s behavior that involves par¬ 
ticular tasks or activities being done at par¬ 
ticular times □ Try to vary your routine a little. 
-2. a pattern of activity that has been re¬ 
peated so often that it is boring □ I was tired 
of the same old daily routine. 

routinely [,ru:'ti:nli] adv [check, inspect] regular¬ 
ly, as part of normal procedure, 

rove [rouv] o vt [streets, land] to wander 
around <a place> (literary use), o vi to rove 
around [person] to move or travel around 
freely with no particular purpose; [eyes] to 
keep looking around a place. 

roving ['rouvig] adj -1. a roving reporter a re¬ 
porter for a newspaper or television compa¬ 

ny who travels about a lot. -2. to have a rov¬ 
ing eye to be sexually attracted to many 

people. 

row1 [rou] on-1. a line made up of several 
people or things that are next to each other 
□ a row of cars/chairs □ They stood/sat in a row. 
-2. a section of seats in a cinema, theater etc 
that are next to each other in a line □ We're 
in the third row. -3. a sequence in which an 
event is repeated a number of times without 
any interruption or variation in between □ 
an impressive row of victories. ■ in a row one 
after the other without interruption □ He's 
now won six times in a row. 
o vt to move <a boat> through the water 
by using oars; to take <a passenger> to a 
place by rowing a boat □ Jocelyn rowed the lit¬ 
tle boat across the river. □ Mary rowed us to the 
other side. 
o vi: Can you row? 

row2 [rao] GB o n -1. a noisy quarrel □ / could 
hear them upstairs having a flaming row. -2. 

noise, e.g. from music or people shouting, 
that continues for a period of time (informal 
use) □ Turn that row down! o vi to quarrel 
loudly □ Those two are always rowing. 

rowboat ['rouboot] n US a small boat with 
oars. 

rowdy ['raodi] (compar rowdier, superl rowdi¬ 
est) adj [behavior, boys] noisy and wild, 

rower ['rooor] « a person who rows as a sport 
or hobby. 

row house ['rou-] n US a house that is one of 
a row of houses that are joined together, 

rowing ['rooig] n the activity or sport of row¬ 
ing boats □ Would you like to go rowing? 

rowing boat « gb = rowboat, 

rowing machine « a fitness machine on 
which one uses the same movements as 
when rowing, in order to strengthen one’s 
arms, legs etc. 

royal ['roial] o adj [household, wedding, coach] 
that is connected with the king or queen of 
a country, o « a member of a royal family 
(informal use). 

Royal Academy of Arts n -h> RA. 

Royal Air Force n the Royal Air Force the sec¬ 
tion of the British armed forces that oper¬ 
ates in the air. 

royal blue adj bright blue, 

royal family n the king or queen of a country 
and all their relatives □ the Danish royal family. 

royalist [’roialast] n a person who believes 
their country should be ruled by a king or 
queen. 

royal jelly n a substance produced by bees, 
used as an expensive ingredient in cosmetics 
and health foods. 

Royal Mail n the Royal Mail the national post¬ 
al service in Britain. 

Royal Marines npl the Royal Marines British 
soldiers serving with the Royal Navy. 

Royal Navy n the Royal Navy the section of 
the British armed forces that operates at sea. 

royalty froialti] n a collective term for mem- 
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bers of a royal family □ She acts as though 
she were royalty. 

♦ royalties nyl the money that is paid to a 
writer, musician etc, as a percentage of the 
profits when their work is sold or performed 
□ Do you get paid royalties for your work? 

RP (abbr of received pronunciation) rt an ac¬ 
cent, used by many educated people in the 
south of England, that is considered the 
standard pronunciation of British English. 

RPI n abbr of retail price index. 

rpm (abbr of revolutions per minute) nyl a unit 
of measurement to show how quickly a rec¬ 
ord player goes around, or how quickly an 
engine turns over. 

RPN (abbr of registered practical nurse) « a US 
nursing qualification that requires four 
years’ training; a person who has this quali¬ 
fication. 
NOTE: Compare LPN. 

RR abbr of railroad. 

RRP n abbr of recommended retail price. 

RSA o abbr of Republic of South Africa, o n 
(abbr of Royal Society of Arts) the RSA a Brit¬ 
ish organization that gives examinations and 
diplomas in arts subjects. 

RSI (abbr of repetitive strain injury) n a painful 
condition that affects the hands or arms es¬ 
pecially, and is suffered by people who of¬ 
ten repeat the same movements, e.g. key¬ 
boarders or violinists. 

RSL (abbr of Returned Services League) n an 
Australian organization that looks after the 
interests of people who have served in the 
armed forces. 

Almost every Australian town has an RSL 
club. They were originally meeting places 
for members of the armed forces and their 
families, but are now important to the 
whole community. In small towns they may 
just have a bar, while in cities they are very 
large, with restaurants and casinos, and 
space for “housie” (bingo), dancing, concerts 
etc. 

RSPB (abbr of Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds) « the RSPB a British charity whose 
aim is to protect birds that are in danger. 

RSPCA (abbr of Royal Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Animals) n the RSPCA a 
British charity that aims to protect animals 
from being badly treated. 

RSVP (abbr of repondez s'il vous plait) a 
phrase written on an invitation to ask for a 
reply. 

Rt Hon (abbr of Right Honourable) a title used 
when referring to members of the British 
parliament who have been Cabinet minis¬ 
ters, or to certain members of the aristocra- 
cy. 

Rt Rev (abbr of Right Reverend) a title used 
when referring to an Anglican bishop. 

rub [rAb] (yt & yy rubbed, cotit rubbing) o vt 
-1. [eyes, forehead, mirror] to move something, 

e.g. one’s hand or a cloth, up and down 
over the surface of <sthg> while pressing 
against it □ He rubbed his hands (together) to 
keep warm. □ Katy rubbed her eyes sleepily. 
-2. to rub sthg against sthg to move sthg 
along the surface of sthg while pressing 
against it □ The cat was rubbing its back against 
the chair. -3. to rub sthg on sthg [polish, cream] 

to put sthg on the surface of sthg by moving 
a cloth, one’s hand etc over it □ Could you 
rub some oil on my back? -4. to rub sthg in or 

into sthg [cream, lotion, wax] to rub sthg on 
sthg until it becomes absorbed. -5. to rub it 
in to make somebody feel even more upset, 
embarrassed etc about something that has 
happened by reminding them about it or 
making fun of them (informal use) □ Look, you 
don't have to rub it in •— / know I was drunk! 
-6. to rub sb the wrong way US, to rub sb up 
the wrong way GB to annoy sb □ / didn't mean 
to be rude, but that man has a knack of rubbing 
me the wrong way! 
o vi to come into contact with something 
by moving over its surface; to move up and 
down over the surface of something while 
pressing against it □ / felt something rub 
against my leg. □ My shoes are rubbing. 

♦ rub off on vt fus to rub off on sb [attitude, 

experience, knowledge] to have an effect on sb 
by providing them with an example of 
something o Let's hope some of their good 
manners will rub off on Larry! 

♦ rub out vt sey to rub sthg out [writing, mis¬ 

take] to remove sthg from a piece of paper 
with an eraser □ He had rubbed out his name 
and written in mine instead. 

rubber ['rxb3r] o n -1. a natural elastic sub¬ 
stance obtained from a tropical tree □ The 
boots are made of rubber. -2. a series of games 
of bridge. -3. US a condom (informal use). -4. 

US a covering made of rubber that is worn 
over a shoe, usually to protect it in wet 
weather. -5. GB a piece of rubber used for 
removing pencil marks, o adj [gloves, tire, 

ball] made of rubber. 

rubber band n a small thin band of rubber, 
used to hold things together tightly. 

rubber boot n US a long waterproof boot 
made of rubber. 

rubber bullet n a piece of rubber fired from a 
gun that is designed to hurt people but not 
kill them. 

rubber dinghy n a small rubber boat that is 
filled with air before use. 

rubberize, -ise [’rAbaraiz] vt [cloth, fabric] to 
treat <sthg> with rubber in order to make it 
waterproof. 

rubberneck ['rAbarnek] vi to stare curiously at 
something, especially when driving past in a 
car (informal and disapproving use). 

rubber plant n a houseplant with smooth, 
shiny, dark-green leaves. 

rubber stamp « a small object with raised 
letters or figures that are pressed onto paper 
to print a date, company name etc. 

♦ rubber-stamp vt to agree to <sthg>, often 
without discussing or thinking about it. 
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rubber tree n a tropical tree that produces 
rubber. 

rubbery f'rAbari] adj [substance, food] that is 
like rubber because it is soft and flexible, 
but tough □ The squid had a rubbery texture. 

rubbing ['rAbuj] n a pattern or picture that is 
made by laying paper over a piece of stone 
or metal and rubbing it with chalk, a crayon 
etc □ a brass rubbing. 

rubbing alcohol « US a kind of alcohol used 
for cleaning wounds. 

rubbish 1'rAbiJ] o « -1. waste material con¬ 
sisting of used or unwanted things that is 
put in a container to be taken away from a 
place □ The rubbish is collected on Tuesdays. 
-2. something, e.g. a movie or book, that 
one thinks is of very poor quality (informal 

use) □ "What did you think of the game?" — "It 
was rubbish." -3. something that somebody 
says or writes that one thinks is worthless 
(informal use) □ What you're saying is rubbish. □ 
What a load of rubbish! 
o vt GB [person, movie, work] to criticize <sb/ 
sthg> in a way that suggests they have no 
worth (informal use) □ You're always trying to 
rubbish what I do. 
o excl GB a word used to show that one dis¬ 
agrees very strongly with what has just 
been said (informal use) □ "It only takes three 
hours from here." — "Rubbish! It takes at least 
five." 

rubbish bag n GB a large plastic bag for putt¬ 
ing rubbish in. 

rubbish bin n GB -1. a large metal or plastic 
container that stands outside a house and is 
used for keeping bags of rubbish in until 
they are taken away. -2. a large plastic con¬ 
tainer for waste, usually in the kitchen. 

rubbish dump, rubbish tip « gb a place 
where household waste is taken and un¬ 
loaded after being collected. 

rubbishy ['rAbiJ'i] adj [book, movie, article] bad 
(informal use). 

rubble [’rAbl] n the pieces of brick, stone, con¬ 
crete etc that are left when a building is de¬ 
stroyed □ The building had been reduced to rub¬ 
ble. 

rubella [ru’bela] n German measles (technical 
use). 

Rubens [’ruibmz], Peter Paul (1577-1640) a 
Flemish artist, famous for the use of rich 
colors in his paintings. 

ruby [’ru:bi] {pi rubies) n a precious dark-red 
stone. 

RUC (abbr of Royal Ulster Constabulary) n the 
RUC the police force in Northern Ireland. 

rucksack [’rAksaek] n a bag that is worn on the 
back, attached by a strap on each shoulder, 
and used by travelers, climbers etc. 

rudder ['rAdar] n a handle at the back of a 
small boat, used to steer it. 

ruddy ['rAdi] (compar ruddier, superl ruddiest) 
adj [face, complexion] that is red and looks 
healthy. 

rude [raid] adj -1. [person, remark, behavior] that 

is not polite and is likely to offend some¬ 
body □ It's rude to stare at people. □ Try not to 
be so rude this time. -2. [joke, noise] that is not 
polite and relates to sex or parts of the body 
in a rather childish way □ Oohl He said a rude 
word! -3. a rude shock a big shock. ■ a rude 

awakening a sudden, surprising, and un¬ 
pleasant discovery or realization □ It was a 
rude awakening to the realities of showbiz life. 
-4. [hut, structure] made in a simple way with 
few materials (literary use) □ They had con¬ 
structed a rude shelter out of driftwood. 

rudely ['ruidli] adv [behave, gesture, interrupt] see 
rude □ As I was saying before I was so rudely in¬ 
terrupted,... 

rudeness ['ruidnas] n [of somebody's behavior, a 

person] see rude. 

rudimentary [.rmda'mentari] adj [method, sys¬ 

tem] very simple and basic □ We have only a 
rudimentary knowledge of how the brain works. 

rudiments ['ruidamsnts] npl the rudiments the 
most simple and important elements of 
something □ I've picked up the rudiments of the 
language. 

rue [ru:] vt to regret <sthg> (humorous or liter¬ 

ary use) □ You'll rue the day you got involved with 
that young man! 

rueful f'ruifl] adj [expression, glance] that shows 
one regrets something □ She looked up with a 
rueful smile. 

ruff [rAf] « a frilly collar worn around the 
neck in Europe in the 16th and 17th centu¬ 
ries. 

ruffian ['rAfian] « a man who is aggressive and 
likely to be a criminal (old-fashioned use). 

ruffle [’rAfl] o vt -1. [hair, water, feathers] to 
make the surface of <sthg> uneven □ The 
breeze scarcely ruffled the surface of the water. 
-2. [speaker, politician, opponent] to cause <sb> 
to lose their confidence and become nervous 
□ People were shouting for him to leave, but 
Senator Gibb was not ruffled at all. On a frill on 
a piece of clothing, made by gathering ma¬ 
terial together. 

rug [rAg] n -1. a small carpet that is not fixed 
to the floor. -2. a small blanket used to sit 
on outdoors or for covering one’s legs. 

rugby 1'rAgbi], rugby football n a game 
played between two teams with an oval¬ 
shaped ball, in which points are scored by 
placing the ball behind the opponents’ goal 
line or kicking the ball between the posts of 
the goal □ a rugby player/match. 

Rugby League n a form of rugby played with 
teams of 13 players. 

Rugby Union n a form of rugby played with 
teams of 15 players. 

tugged 1'rAgad] adj -1. [coastline, cliff, landscape] 

that is uneven and harsh, especially because 
it is rocky □ They drove slowly over the rugged 
terrain. -2. (vehicle] that is strong and reliable, 
even on uneven ground □ a rugged, reliable 
four-wheel drive. -3. [face, features] masculine 
and tough, rather than soft □ his rugged good 
looks. 

ruin [ ruun] o n -1. the state of not having 
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any more money left □ The business is now 
facing financial ruin. □ You will be the ruin of me. 
-2. a building that is in very bad condition 
and not complete because it is very old or 
has been damaged □ the ruins of ancient 
Greece □ The house was a ruin after years of ne¬ 
glect. 

o vt -1. [clothing, furniture, health] to complete¬ 
ly spoil or damage <sthg> □ Bernard com¬ 
pletely ruined my evening by turning up drunk. □ 
You've ruined her chances of getting that job. □ 
The rain had ruined my brand new shoes. -2. 
[person] to cause <sb> to lose all their mon¬ 
ey, resources etc □ That last investment he 
made completely ruined him. 

♦ in ruin(s) adv -1. [building, town] that has 
been badly damaged or destroyed □ The 
house lay in ruins after the attack. -2. [life, career, 

relationship] that is unsuccessful and seems 
impossible to improve □ / felt my life was in 
ruins after the divorce. 

ruination [ruu'nerj'n] n the cause of some¬ 
body’s personal or financial failure □ the ru¬ 
ination of his life. 

ruinous [’runnas] adj [expense, purchase] that 
requires a lot of money □ The cost of flying 
there is ruinous! 

rule [ru:l] o n -1. a statement that tells people 
what they can or cannot do in a particular 
institution, sport etc □ the school rules □ You 
must obey the rules. □ It's against the rules to 
pick up two cards at once. ■ to bend the rules 
to make an exception for somebody by let¬ 
ting them do what is not usually allowed □ 
Danny can always find a way of bending the 
rules. -2. [of behavior] a general principle that 
is used to help people decide how to act in 
a particular situation □ There are certain rules 
for dealing with this kind of problem. -3. the rule 
what is usual and expected □ Politeness 
seems to be the exception rather than the rule 
these days. -4. [of a country] the government 
and control of a country □ The country was 
formerly a colony under Portuguese rule. -5. [for 

measuring] = ruler. 
o vt -1. [actions, mind, life] to have a powerful 
control over <sthg> □ I'm not going to let lack 
of money rule my life. -2. [country, region] to 
have political and military control of <a 
place> □ Queen Victoria ruled England for many 
years. -3. to decide and officially declare 
<sthg>, especially in a court of law □ The 
court ruled that she had been unfairly dismissed/ 
ruled her dismissal unfair. 
o vi -1. [judge] to make an offical decision or 
judgment on something □ The court ruled in 
his favor. □ The Archbishop cannot rule on the or¬ 
dination of women. -2. to be more important 
than anything else (formal use) □ Love cannot 
always be allowed to rule. -3. [king, queen, gov¬ 

ernment] to be in power □ He ruled wisely for 
many years. 

♦ as a rule adv usually □ "Do you take people 
on without experience?" — "Not as a rule. " □ /4s 
a rule, we usually only invite women to these par¬ 
ties. 

♦ rule out vt sep -1. to rule sb/sthg out [per¬ 

son, suspect, theory] to reject sb/sthg as un¬ 

suitable or unlikely in a particular situation 
□ The police have not yet ruled out the possibility 
of suicide. -2. to rule sthg out [event, idea, ar¬ 
rangement] to make sthg impossible □ Tennis 
was ruled out on account of the weather. 

rulebook [’rurlbok] n to do things by the 

rulebook to do things in the correct way fol¬ 
lowing the normal procedure □ She always 
goes by the rulebook. 

ruled [ru:ld] adj [paper] that has lines across it. 

ruler ['ru:tar] h -1. a long, thin, flat piece of 
plastic, wood, or metal that is used to draw 
straight lines or measure things in inches or 
centimeters. -2. the leader of a country, 

ruling ['ruilirj] o adj a ruling party a party that 
has political control of a country □ The Re¬ 
publicans were at that time the ruling party, o n 
a decision given by a judge, court, or parlia¬ 
ment □ The judge has not yet given his ruling on 
the case. 

rum [rAm] n a strong alcoholic drink made 
from sugar cane that is either dark or clear. 

Rumania [ru'meinjs] etc = Romania etc. 

rumba ['rAmba] « a Latin American dance, 

rumble ['rAmbl] o n -1. [of thunder, guns, one's 
stomach] a low continuous sound □ the dis¬ 
tant rumble of traffic. -2. US a fight between 
two or more gangs (informal use), o vt to dis¬ 
cover the truth about <sb/sthg> after some¬ 
body has tried to keep it hidden (informal 
use) □ The police have rumbled our little game, I 
fear, o vi [traffic, thunder] to make a rumble □ 
My stomach was rumbling. 

rumbustious [rAm'bAstJas] adj GB [child, behav¬ 
ior] that is noisy and energetic, 

ruminate ['ruimineit] vi to think about some¬ 
thing slowly and carefully (formal use), 

rummage ['rAmid3] vi to look for something 
that is among a lot of other things by using 
one’s hands □ / rummaged in my purse for 
some change. □ She was rummaging through her 
things as if she'd lost something. 

rummage sale « us a sale of second-hand 
goods for charity. 

rummy ['rAmi] tt a card game in which players 
try to collect cards that are in sequence or 
of the same type. 

rumor US, rumour GB [Tu:mar] n a story, piece 
of information etc that a lot of people hear 
because each person tells it to somebody 
else, but that is not definitely true □ There 
are rumors of a divorce in the near future. □ 
There's a rumor going around that you might be 
about to quit. 

rumored us, rumoured gb ['ru:msrd] adj to be 

rumored to be reported □ She’s rumored to be 
furious. □ It is rumored that he may run for elec¬ 
tion again. 

rump [rAmp] n -1. [of an animal] the part of an 
animal above its back legs. -2. [of a person] 
the part of one’s body that one sits on (in¬ 
formal use). -3. politics a small number of 
people who remain in what was once a 
larger organization or party, 

rumple [’rAmpl] vt [hair, clothing] to make 
<sthg> uneven and untidy. 
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rump steak n meat that is cut from the rump 

of a cow. 

rumpus ['rAmpss] n noisy excited behavior, 
especially by angry people (informal use). 

rumpus room n a room in a house, used for 
informal family activities such as games. 

run [rAn] (ft ran, pp run, cont running) o vt 
-1. [race, marathon, mile] to cover <a particular 
distance> while one is running, usually as a 
pastime or sport □ He runs six miles every 
morning. □ She ran the distance between her 
home and the stores in a matter of minutes. 
-2. [company, store, country! to manage and 
organize <a business, event, or activity> □ 
Don now runs a software company in Ohio. □ Life 
was different when the military were running the 
country. -3. [computer program, tape, experi¬ 

ment) to start and supervise <sthg> until it is 
finished □ Run the program, and we'll see what 
problems you're having with it. □ We're just going 
to run some tests on you. -4. [vehicle, machine] 

to own and pay for the cost of operating <a 
piece of equipment> □ Do you run a car? 
-5. [tap, hose] to cause water to flow from 
<sthg> □ Run the water first, then add the oil. ■ 
to run a bath to fill a bath with water. 
-6. [advertisement, story] to publish <sthg> in 
a newspaper or magazine □ They've been run¬ 
ning a series of articles about the Swiss econo¬ 
my. -7. [person] to take <sb> to a place that 
is nearby and easy to reach □ I'll run you 
home/to the airport. -8. to run sthg along/over 

sthg to move sthg along/over the surface of 
sthg □ He ran a finger over the dusty piano, 

o vi -1. [person] to move on one’s feet more 
quickly than when walking, usually by lift¬ 
ing the legs higher and having one or both 
feet off the ground □ He ran downstairs/ 
upstairs/along the platform. □ She runs to work 
every morning, m to run for it to start running 
quickly in order to avoid something or es¬ 
cape from somebody □ Quick! Run for it! The 
police are coming! -2. [road, pipe, cable] to pass 
in a particular direction; [shiver, pain] to move 
quickly over a particular area □ 4 high fence 
runs around the building. □ A shiver ran down her 
back. □ A thought ran through my mind. 
-3. [politician] to be a candidate in an election 
□ Do you think he'll run for president? 
-4. [system, arrangement] to work or happen 
in a particular way □ Things are running quite 
smoothly. -5. to be running [machine, engine] to 
be switched on, so that it is working; [facto¬ 

ry, power station] to be working and produc¬ 
ing something □ Try not to leave the engine 
running. □ We hope to have the plant running by 
the end of the year, m to run on sthg [on diesel, 

gas, electricity] to use sthg as fuel or as a 
power supply □ This car runs on regular gas. m 
to run off sthg [off mains, socket, electricity] to 
get power from sthg in order to work □ Try 
running those lights off the main power supply. 
-6. [bus, train] to travel at particular intervals 
from one place to another □ "How often do 
trains run to the airport?" — "Every 15 minutes." 
■ to be running late [person, bus, train] to be 
likely to arrive somewhere later than 
planned; [performance, program, meeting] to be 

taking longer than planned and so be likely 
to finish late □ The train is running ten minutes 
late. □ We're running a little late, I'm afraid. -7. 
[liquid, tears, water] to flow somewhere, 

usually downward □ Tears ran down her 
cheeks. ■ to run dry [well, river] to have no 
water left in it. -8. [tap] to be turned on, so 
water is flowing; [nose] to have a liquid 
coming out of it because of a cold, irritation 
etc □ The water's running, so your bath will be 
ready soon. □ Those onions are making my eyes 
run. -9. [color, dye] to come out of a piece of 
clothing because of contact with water; [ink, 

mascara] to spread and make a mess because 
of contact with water; [butter, wax] to melt 
because of contact with heat □ Be careful, the 
dye in that shirt runs. □ My mascara had run all 
down my face. □ The wax began to run down the 
candlestick onto the table. -10. [contract, play, 

campaign] to continue for a particular period 
of time □ The play ran for nine months in total. ■ 
to be running at to have reached and be con¬ 
tinuing at □ The camera is running at 25 frames 
per second. □ Output is running at 100 units a 
day. ■ feelings are running high people are 
very angry and upset. 

On-1. the activity of running □ / went for a 
run this morning. ■ to be on the run to be hid¬ 
ing or traveling around in order to avoid be¬ 
ing captured by the police, usually after 
committing a crime □ Three terrorists are be¬ 
lieved to be on the run somewhere in Europe. ■ 
to make a run for it to start running quickly 
in order to avoid something or escape from 
somebody □ Quick, let's make a run for it in 
case somebody notices. -2. a drive in a car □ 
We had an easy run down to San Francisco. □ Do 
you feel like going for a run in the car? -3. [of 

wins, disasters] a series of events of the same 
type, one after the other □ George has had a 
run of bad luck recently. -4. theater a period of 
time during which a play is performed regu¬ 
larly at a theater □ How long is the run? -5. a 
run on sthg [on a product, tickets] a period dur¬ 
ing which a lot of sthg is bought □ There's 
been a run on the dollar today. -6. US [in panty 

hose] a hole that has spread up or down in a 
stocking or panty hose. -7. [in baseball, crick¬ 

et] a point awarded to a team as the result 
of players running between particular points 
on the playing field □ How many runs did you 
make? -8. [in winter sports] a track made of ice 
or snow, used for a competition □ a ski/ 
bobsled run. -9. in the short/long run when 
one considers the effect that something will 
have after a short/long period of time has 
passed □ It's hard work now but it will be worth 
it in the long run. □ In the short run it's probably 
worth buying, but not in the long run. 

♦ run about vi = run around. 

♦ run across vt fus to run across sb/sthg to 
meet or find sb/sthg when one was not ex¬ 
pecting to □ / ran across an old friend of mine at 
a party. 

♦ run along vi run along (now)! a phrase used 
to tell children to leave a place (old-fashioned 
use). 

♦ run around vi -1. to move from place to 
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place, without staying for long, especially to 
find or get something in a great hurry □ I've 
been running around all day trying to find a new 
coat. -2. to run around with sb to spend time 
with sb as a friend or companion □ He's 
been running around with another woman. 

♦ run away vi -1. to escape from a person or 
place quickly, by running; to leave a person 
or place secredy, usually because they make 
one unhappy □ The thief ran away before we 
could catch him. □ She ran away from home at 
the age of 15. -2. to run away from sthg [from 

a fact, responsibility, the truth] to avoid sthg 
that one does not want to accept □ You can't 
keep running away from your problems. 

♦ run away with vt fus to run away with sb 
[imagination, enthusiasm, idea] to take control 
of sb so that they no longer think sensibly □ 
He let his emotions run away with him. 

♦ run down o vt sep -1. to run sb down [pe¬ 

destrian] to hit sb with a car so that they are 
injured or killed □ A 13-year-old girl was run 
down by a bus. -2. to run sb/sthg down [rival, 

government, spouse] to criticize sb/sthg un¬ 
kindly, especially all the time □ Sharon's al¬ 
ways running down her boss. -3. to run an 
industry/a business etc down to deliberately 
let an industry/a business etc decline by 
gradually giving it less money □ They're run¬ 
ning the business down before selling it off. o vi 
[battery, clock, business] to stop working prop¬ 
erly □ My watch has stopped. The batteries must 
have run down. 

♦ run into vt fus -1. to run into problems/diffi¬ 
culties etc to start having problems/difficul- 
ties etc □ It was then that the business first ran 
into difficulties. -2. to run into sb to meet sb 
when one was not expecting to meet them 
□ Can you believe it? I ran into Julia in the airport 
lounge! -3. to run into sthg [vehicle, lamppost] 

to hit sthg with a car □ A car ran straight into 
me and smashed my headlights. -4. to run into 
hundreds/thousands etc to reach an amount 
of hundreds/thousands etc when calculated 
□ The cost ran into millions. 

♦ run off o vt sep to run a copy off to make a 
copy on a photocopying machine □ Could 
you just run off another few copies of this? o vi 
to leave a person or place by running, espe¬ 
cially after doing something wrong □ They 
stole her bag and ran off down the road. ■ to run 
off with sb [with lover] to leave a place secret¬ 
ly with sb in order to begin a relationship 
with them □ She's run off with a married man. 
a to run off with sthg to steal sthg and leave 
a place with it quickly □ He's run off with my 
videos again. 

♦ run on vi [meeting, project] to continue for 
longer than expected □ I'm sorry I'm late, the 
conference just ran on for hours. 

♦ run out vi -1. [time, money, food] to reach 
the stage where there is none left □ We'd 
better buy some more beer before we run out. 
-2. [license, contract] to be no longer valid □ 
The rent agreement runs out on July 16. 

♦ run out of vt fus to run out of sthg [time, 

money, gasoline] to reach the stage where 

one has no more left of sthg □ 4s usual, 
we Ve run out of milk. 

♦ run over vt sep to run a person/an animal 
over to hit a person/an animal with a car so 
that they are injured or killed □ Our cat was 
run over by a truck. 

♦ run through vt fus -1. to run through sthg 
[book, movie] to be present in every part of 
sthg □ It's a theme which runs through all of his 
work. -2. to run through sthg [speech, song, 
act] to rehearse sthg quickly from beginning 
to end □ Let's just run through that last song 
one more time. -3. to run through sthg [article, 
index, list] to read sthg quickly □ She ran 
through the list to check if we'd left anyone off. 

♦ run to vt fus -1. to reach <a particular 
amount> □ The cost may run to three million 
dollars. -2. to run to sthg to be large enough 
to pay for sthg □ My budget doesn't run to a 
new car. 

♦ run up vt fus to run up debts/bills etc to al¬ 
low debts/bills etc to accumulate before 
paying them □ Roddy left, having run up hun¬ 
dreds of dollars of debts. 

♦ run up against vt fus to run up against a 
problem/an obstacle etc to have to deal with 
a problem/an obstacle etc □ This is the kind of 
competition you can expect to run up against. 

run-around n to give sb the run-around to de¬ 
liberately avoid giving sb honest and direct 
information (informal use). 

runaway ['rAnswei] o adj a runaway horse/ 
train etc a horse/train etc that is out of con¬ 
trol □ The country has runaway inflation, o n a 
person who runs away from somewhere, es¬ 
pecially a young homeless person who has 
left their family. 

rundown ['rAndaun] n -1. a summary of the 
main aspects of a situation or subject that 
need to be known □ Give me a quick rundown 
before the meeting. -2. the process of reduc¬ 
ing the level of activity of a business. 

♦ run-down adj -1. [area, property, estate] that 
is in bad condition because it has been ne¬ 
glected □ The Roberts family lived in a run-down 
part of town. -2. to feel run-down to feel tired 
or ill because of too much work, bad diet 
etc □ I've been feeling a little run-down recently. 

rung [rAg] o past participle of ring, o n -1. one 
of the short sections of metal or wood 
across the center of a ladder that one steps 
on when climbing it. -2. one of the levels 
through which an employee passes while 
progressing toward the top of their compa¬ 
ny or profession □ She entered the company at 
the lowest rung and worked her way up. 

run-in n an argument (informal use). 

runner ['rAnar] n -1. a person who runs as a 
sport or pastime □ There were several runners 
on the track. -2. a gun/drugs runner a person 
who illegally transports guns/drugs from 
one country to another. -3. [on an ice skate, 
sled, car seat] a strip of wood or metal which 
something can move forward easily on. 
-4. baseball a player who is on base or try¬ 
ing to reach a base. 

runner bean n GB a long, narrow, green bean. 
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runner-up {pi runners-up) « a person whose 
final position in a competition is very close 
behind the winner, e.g. second, third, or 
fourth □ And the runner-up is...Mary Rhodes! 

running ['rAiur;] o adj -1. a running argument/ 
joke etc an argument/a joke etc that con¬ 
tinues over a period of time. -2. to happen 
four days running to happen every day for 
four days □ They've won the tournament two 
years running. -3. running water water that is 
supplied to a building through pipes; water 
that is moving, e.g. in a river, rather than 
still □ When we first moved in there was no run¬ 
ning water. 
On-1. the activity or sport of running □ run¬ 
ning shoes/shorts □ / go running twice a week. 
-2. [of a business, organization] the manage¬ 
ment or administration of a business, or¬ 
ganization, event etc □ We need help with the 
day-to-day running of the office. -3. [of a ma¬ 

chine] the operation of a machine. -4. to 
make the running to do things faster or bet¬ 
ter than other people who one is competing 
against □ They made all the running in the early 
stages of the race. ■ to be in/out of the running 
to have a good chance/no chance of success 
□ He's in the running for promotion. □ That crash 
has put Kornberg out of the running for this race. 

running commentary n a spoken description 
of an event, especially in sport, that is given 
continuously while the event happens □ Do 
you have to give a running commentary on what's 
going on out there? 

running costs npl the amount of money that 
is needed to run a business, machine, car 
etc. 

running mate n US a politician who cam¬ 
paigns with another politician as a partner 
in order to win a pair of positions, e.g. 
president and vice-president □ The President 
has not yet selected his running mate for the next 
elections. 

running repairs npl repairs to a vehicle that 
are necessary over a particular period of 
time to keep it working properly. 

runny ['rAm] {compar runnier, superI runniest) 
adj -1. [jam, sauce, mixture] that is thin 
enough to flow quickly, like a liquid □ The 
custard was thin and runny. -2. [nose, eyes] pro¬ 
ducing a watery substance, as the result of a 
cold or irritation □ Hay fever always gives me a 
runny nose. 

run-of-the-mill adj [person, situation] that is or¬ 
dinary and not surprising in any way □ It's 
just an ordinary, run-of-the-mill sort of place. 

runt [rAnt] n -l. the smallest and weakest ani¬ 
mal in a litter. -2. a small, weak, or unim¬ 
portant person (disapproving use). 

run-through « a quick rehearsal of a play, 
concert, speech etc from beginning to end □ 
Can we have a quick run-through of the final act? 

run-up « -l. [to an election, a competition] a pe¬ 
riod of time leading up to a particular event 
□ Media interest was at its height in the run-up to 
the general election. -2. sport the series of 
running steps taken by an athlete before 
jumping or throwing something. 

runway ['rAnwei] n the area of land designed 
for planes to land on and take off from. 

rupture ['rAptj3r] n -1. medicine a tear in the 
wall of the abdomen. -2. the sudden end of 
a relationship between two people or 
groups. 

rural firusrsl] adj [life, area, landscape] that is 
connected with the countryside. 
NOTE: Compare urban. 

ruse [ru:z] « a trick in which one deceives 
somebody in order to get or do something □ 
It's just a ruse so that he can talk to you. 

rush [rAj] o n -1. a hurry □ I’m in a real rush. □ 
It was a terrible rush to get to the shops in time. 
□ What's the rush? m there's no rush there is 
no need to hurry. -2. a rush on or for sthg [on 

a product, tickets] a great demand for sthg. ■ 
a rush to do sthg a great hurry by the public 
to do sthg □ There's been a rush to buy tickets 
for the Michael Jackson concert. -3. [in stores, on 

public transport! a very busy period □ the 
Christmas rush. -A. [of people, air] a sudden 
movement from one place to another □ 
There was a rush of cold air as she opened the 
train window. -5. a rush of pity/fear etc a sud¬ 
den strong feeling of pity/fear etc □ She felt a 
rush of emotion as she saw the children again, 
o vt -1. to try to make <sb> do something 
more quickly than they want or than is rea¬ 
sonable; to try to make <sthg> happen 
more quickly than is reasonable n Don't rush 
me! □ You can't rush these things. ■ to rush sb 

into sthg [into decision] to try to push sb into 
sthg without giving them time to decide for 
themselves □ / was rushed into signing the con¬ 
tract. -2. [people, supplies, goods] to send <sb/ 
sthg> somewhere as fast as possible □ She 
was rushed to the hospital. □ Please rush me 
your new brochure. -3. [demonstrators, enemy 

position] to attack <sb/sthg> suddenly as a 
group □ The police rushed the protesters, 

o vi -1. to move or act very quickly, espe¬ 
cially when one does not have much time □ 
We II have to rush! ■ to rush into sthg [into mar¬ 

riage, commitment] to get involved in sthg too 
fast, without thinking seriously enough 
about it □ Don't rush into anything; let them 
wait. -2. to move somewhere very fast □ The 
blood rushed to her head. □ I rushed upstairs/out 
of the house. 

♦ rushes npl -1. biology tall plants with thin 
leaves, that grow on wet ground or next to 
water and are used to make baskets. -2. 
cinema the first version of a sequence of film 
before it is edited. 

rushed [r,\J't] adj [person] who has to do some¬ 
thing more quickly than they would like; 
[job] that is done too quickly □ She hurried by. 
looking very rushed. □ It's a bit rushed, so it 
won't be my best work. 

rush hour n the time of day when a city is 
very busy because people are traveling to or 
from work □ the morning rush hour. 

rush job n a piece of work that is done very 
quickly and not very well because of a time 
limit a It s a real rush job, but it's the best we 
could do in the time available. 
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Rushmore ['rAjmo:r], Mount a mountain in 
South Dakota that has the faces of four US 
presidents (Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, 
and Theodore Roosevelt) carved into it. 

rusk [rAsk] n GB a small, hard, dry biscuit giv¬ 
en to young babies. 

Russell 1'rAsl], Bertrand (1872-1970) a British 
philosopher and mathematician, known for 
his pacifist views and popular books about 
philosophy. 

russet 1'rAsat] adj a reddish-brown color (liter¬ 

ary use). 

Russia ['rAja] a country in northeastern 
Europe and northern Asia. It is the largest 
country in the world, and was the main re¬ 
public of the USSR, size: 17,075,000 sq kms. 
population: 150,000,000 (Russians), capital: 

Moscow, language: Russian, currency: rou¬ 
ble. 

Russian I'rAjn] n & adj: see Russia. 

Russian roulette n a game of chance in 
which somebody spins the cylinder of a gun 
which is loaded with one bullet only, points 
it at their head, and shoots. 

rust [rAst] on a brown substance that forms 
on iron and steel when they are in contact 
with air and water □ The car door was covered 
in patches of rust, o vi [car, lock] to develop 
rust and eventually decay. 

Rust Belt: the Rust Belt a region of the north¬ 
ern USA around the Great Lakes that has 
economic problems because of the decline 
of heavy industry, especially the steel indus¬ 
try and automobile industry. 

rustic [’rAstik] adj [style, brickwork, charm] that 
makes one think of the countryside. 

rustle 1'rAsl] o « a soft sound made by leaves, 
clothes etc as they lightly rub against each 
other □ a rustle of papers, o vt -1. [newspaper, 

skirt] to move <sthg> so that it makes a soft 
sound. -2. [cattle, herd] to steal <animals> 
from an area of land, o vi [paper, leaves, skirt] 

to make a rusde □ / heard something rustling in 
the bushes, probably a bird. 

rustproof ['rAstpruif] adj [metal, bodywork] that 
has been treated in a special way to prevent 
rust. 

rusty 1'rASti] (compar rustier, super! rustiest) ad) 
-1. [metal] that is covered in rust and is start¬ 
ing to decay □ a rusty old nail. -2. [skill] that is 
not as good as it used to be because it has 
not been practiced for a while □ My Italian is 
pretty rusty these days. 

rut [rAt] n a long narrow space in the ground, 
made by wheels □ The snow had frozen in 
deep ruts. ■ to be in a rut to be in a situation 
that one cannot get oneself out of, even 
though one is bored or dissatisfied □ I've got 
myself into a real rut at work. 

rutabaga [.ruits'beiga] n US a large round root 
vegetable that is brown or purple outside 
and yellow inside. 

Ruth [ru:0], Babe (1895-1948) a US baseball 

player. 

Rutherford [’rAdarf3rd], Ernest (1871-1937) a 

sabotage 

British scientist who was the first person to 
split the atom. 

ruthless ['ruiGlss] adj -1. [person] who shows 
no pity for people who suffer as a result of 
one’s determination to achieve something □ 
When it comes to her work, she's ruthless. -2. 
[questioning, investigation, approach] that is firm 
and includes all that is necessary, even if it 
is unpleasant □ They carried out the inquiry with 
ruthless efficiency. 

ruthlessly ['ruiGlosli] adv [destroy, check, record] 

see ruthless. 

ruthlessness ['ruiGbsnas] n: see ruthless □ His 
ruthlessness as a leader made him feared and 
hated. 

RV n -1. (ahbr of revised version) the RV a revi¬ 
sion of the Authorised Version of the Bible, 
published in 1881 and 1885. -2. US (abbr of 
recreational vehicle) a motor vehicle adapted 
for leisure use, e.g. a camper. 

Rx US a symbol used to mean a prescription. 

rye [rai] n -1. the grain that is produced by a 
type of cereal grass and used for flour. -2. = 
rye bread. -3. = rye whiskey. 

rye bread n brown bread made with rye flour 
and caraway seeds. 

rye grass n the cereal grass that produces 
grains of rye. 

rye whiskey n whiskey made from rye. 

S [es] (pi s's or ss), S [es] (pi S's or Ss) n the 
nineteenth letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ S abbr of south. 

SA -1. abbr of South Africa. -2. abbr of South 
America. 

Sabbath ['saebaG] n the Sabbath the day of the 
week meant to be used for rest and wor¬ 
ship, that is Sunday for Christians and Sat¬ 
urday for Jews. 

sabbatical [sa'baetikl] on a period of time 
that a teacher or lecturer takes off from 
work to travel or do further study. ■ to be/ 
go on sabbatical to have/take time off from 
teaching duties in order to travel or study, 
o adj: a sabbatical year. 

saber US, sabre gb ['seibar] n a heavy sword 
with a curved blade, once used by soldiers 
on horseback. 

sable ['seibl] n a type of dark expensive fur. 

sabotage ['ssbatais] o vt -1. [building, machin¬ 

ery] to deliberately damage <sthg> so that it 
cannot be used, especially during a war or 
protest □ The rebels had sabotaged the army's 
tanks. -2. [plan, attempt, election] to deliberate- 
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ly do something in order to stop <sthg> 
from being successful □ You deliberately tried 
to sabotage my meeting with Yohamara. o n the 
act of sabotaging a building, machinery etc 
□ They were accused of sabotage. 

saboteur [,saeb3't3ir] « a person who carries 
out sabotage. 

sabre « GB = saber. 

saccharin(e) ['saskarin] n a very sweet sub¬ 
stance used as a substitute for sugar. 

sachet [US sae'Jei, GB 'srejei] n a small packet 
made of paper or plastic, easily tom to re¬ 
lease the contents □ a sachet of shampoo. 

sack [seek] o « -1. [of coal, potatoes] a large, 
strong, oblong bag made of canvas, plastic, 
or paper; the amount of something con¬ 
tained in this bag. -2. to get or be given the 
sack GB to be dismissed from one’s job (in¬ 
formal use), o vt GB to dismiss <sb> from 
their job (informal use). 

sackful ['saekfl] n an amount that is enough to 
fill a sack □ sackfuls of mail. 

sacking [’saekiri] « a type of rough cloth used 
for making sacks. 

sacrament [’ssekramant] « one of the main 
Christian religious ceremonies, e.g. marriage 
or baptism. 

sacred ['seikrad] adj -1. religion [temple, place] 
that must be treated with great respect be¬ 
cause it is important in a particular religion. 
-2. [right, privilege, privacy] that must not be 
attacked or criticized in any way □ Nothing is 
sacred to today's press. 

sacrifice ['saskrafais] o « -l. religion the offer¬ 
ing of something, especially an animal that 
has been killed, to a god, as part of a cer¬ 
emony □ The goat was offered as a sacrifice. 
-2. the act of choosing not to have or do 
something that one wants, in order to 
achieve something else, especially some¬ 
body else’s happiness □ It'll require a certain 
amount of sacrifice on your part. □ It's only a 
small sacrifice, o vt -1. religion to kill <a per¬ 
son or animal> as a gift to a god □ They sac¬ 
rificed a lamb to the gods. -2. [time, freedom, 
quality] to choose not to have <sthg> in or¬ 
der to obtain or achieve something else □ 
Don't sacrifice your free time for their work. 

sacrilege ['saekralid3l n -1. religion an act or 
statement that does not show respect for 
something holy or sacred □ an act of sacrilege. 
-2. an act or statement that is opposed to a 
widely accepted tradition, convention, or 
belief in a shocking way □ You can't not like 
the Beatles! That's sacrilege! 

sacrilegious [.siekra'lidsas] adj [behavior] that 
shows a shocking lack of respect for some¬ 
thing. 

sacrosanct ['sa;kroosair)kt] adj [right, principle, 
custom] that cannot be attacked or changed 
in any way because it is considered to be 
very important. 

sad [said] (compar sadder, superl saddest) adj 
-1. [person, face] that shows unhappiness □ 
She felt desperately sad as she watched them 
leave. □ You look very sad today. -2. [story, 

news, event] that makes one feel unhappy □ / 
was so sorry to hear your sad news. -3. [lack, fail¬ 
ure, decline] that is regretted □ It is a sad fact 
that none of you have ever shown any interest in 
your relatives. 

SAD [saed] (abbr of seasonal affective disorder) 
n a state of depression that is caused by a 
lack of sunlight. 

sadden ['saedn] vt to make <sb> feel sad (for¬ 
mal use) □ / was saddened to learn of his death. 

saddle [’sasdl] o « -1. a leather seat put on a 
horse’s back for a rider to sit on. -2. a seat 
on a bicycle or motorbike, o vf -1. to saddle 
a horse to put a saddle on a horse before 
riding it. -2. to saddle sb with sthg to give sb 
sthg unpleasant to do n / was saddled with the 
task of explaining why we were all late. 

♦ saddle up o vt fus to saddle up a horse to 
saddle a horse, o vi [rider] It was time to sad¬ 
dle up. 

saddlebag ['saedlbaeg] n a bag attached to the 
saddle of a horse, bicycle, or motorbike, 

saddler ['sasdlal n a person who makes leath¬ 
er goods, especially horses’ saddles. 

Sade [said]: the Marquis de Sade (1740-1814) 
a French writer whose books describe many 
sexual practices, including sadism, which 
was named after him. 

sadism ['seidizm] n the act of getting pleasure 
from causing pain to other people, 

sadist ['seidast] n a person who gets pleasure 
from causing pain to other people. 
NOTE: Compare masochist, 

sadistic [sa'distik] adj [attitude, person, pleasure] 
see sadism. 

sadly [’saedli] adv -1. [smile, sigh, say] in a way 
that shows sadness □ "We've been told to 
leave," said Charlie sadly. -2. a word used to 
show that one finds a particular situation 
disappointing □ Sadly, our city centers are not 
as safe as they used to be. □ Public support for 
the plan is sadly lacking. 

sadness ['saednas] n -1. a feeling of unhappi¬ 
ness. -2. a sad quality in a situation or story, 

sadomasochistic [.seidoumassa'kistik] adj [per¬ 
son] who gets pleasure from hurting other 
people and from being hurt. 

S.a.e., sae n abbr of stamped addressed en¬ 
velope. 

safari [sa'fairi] n a trip, especially in Africa, to 
hunt or watch wild animals □ They've gone 
on safari. □ a safari trip. 

safari park n a park where large wild animals 
can be seen by tourists in cars, 

safe [seif] o adj -1. [trip, product, equipment] 
that does not put people in danger □ Is it 
safe to come out? □ Have a safe trip! □ Plastic 
bags are not safe for babies to play with. -2. to 
be safe not to be in danger of being harmed, 
lost, or stolen □ / don't feel safe here any more. 
□ The town is now safe from attack. □ You'll be 
safe here. □ The new owners have assured staff 
that their jobs are safe. □ Keep this card safe. ■ 
safe and sound [arrive, return] without having 
been harmed or damaged in any way □ We 
got there safe and sound in the end. -3. a safe 



933 Sagittarius 

place a place where something is not likely 
to be lost or stolen □ / always keep my wallet 
in a safe place. -4. [method, investment] that 
does not involve taking risks ■ a safe driver 
a driver who does not take risks. ■ to be in 
safe hands to be in a position where one can 
trust somebody to take care of one or to 
manage one’s affairs. ■ just to be on the safe 
side in order to avoid taking risks a I took an 
umbrella, just to be on the safe side. -4. [topic, 

question] not likely to produce any disagree¬ 
ment □ / tried to stick to safe subjects of conver¬ 
sation. ■ it is safe to say (that)... most people 
would agree that... -5. phrase your secret is 
safe with me I will not tell anybody your se¬ 
cret. 
o n a metal container with thick sides and a 
lock that is used for keeping money, jewels, 
documents etc in to stop them from being 
stolen. 

safebreaker ['seifbreiksH n a thief who breaks 
open safes to steal what is inside. 

safe conduct n protection given to somebody 
who is traveling through a dangerous area, 
e.g. during a war; an official document or¬ 
dering this protection. 

safe-deposit box n a box in a bank that jew¬ 
elry and important documents can be kept 
safe in. 

safeguard ['seifga:rd] o n something that is 
intended to protect somebody against some¬ 
thing unpleasant that may happen in the fu¬ 
ture □ Travel insurance acts as a safeguard 
against unexpected medical costs while abroad, 
o vt to protect <sb/sthg> against something 
unpleasant that may happen in the future □ 
V\/e must safeguard our country's heritage against 
the threat of mass tourism. 

safe haven n an area affected by war where 
an authority such as the UN has declared 
that no fighting is allowed and where peo¬ 
ple go in order to be safe. 

safe house n a house used by criminals, spies 
etc for hiding in. 

safekeeping [,seif'ki:pig] n to give sb sthg for 
safekeeping to give sb sthg in order for them 
to keep it safe □ Leave your passport with the 
hotel manager for safekeeping. □ / put it there for 
safekeeping. 

safely [’seifli] adv -1. [travel, drive] without be¬ 
ing or putting oneself in any danger □ Drive 
safely! -2. [store, hide] away from the danger 
of being harmed, lost, or stolen □ The docu¬ 
ments are safely locked away. -3. [arrive, land, 

deliver) without having been harmed or dam¬ 
aged in any way □ We got home safely. -4. I 
can safely say that... it is true to say that... □ 
I can safely say that I have never been so sur¬ 
prised in my life! 

safe seat n gb politics a seat that is certain to 
be won again in an election by the party 
that already has it. 

safe sex n sex that involves using condoms 
and avoiding activities that might pass on 
the AIDS virus. 

safety ['seifti] o « -1. [of a person, home, vehi¬ 

cle] the condition of being safe □ We are con¬ 

cerned about Sally's safety. □ The safety of our 
passengers is our top priority. -2. a place where 
one is safe □ The refugees finally reached safe¬ 
ty. □ They were taken to a place of safety, 
o comp that is intended to make something 
less dangerous or harmful □ safety checks/ 
measures □ a safety device/mechanism. 

safety belt « a strap that passengers wear 
around their body in a car, plane etc that 
helps to keep them in their seats if there is 
an accident. 

safety catch n a small lock that stops a gun 
being fired accidentally, 

safety curtain « a curtain at the front of the 
stage in a theater that is lowered when a 
performance is not taking place and is made 
of a material that prevents fire from spread¬ 
ing. 

safety-deposit box n = safe-deposit box. 

safety island « US a raised area in the middle 
of a road where people crossing the road 
wait for the traffic to pass, 

safety match n a match that will not catch 
fire by accident. 

safety net « -1. a net placed below circus 
performers who perform high in the air in 
order to catch them if they fall. -2. some¬ 
thing that can be used if a situation be¬ 
comes too difficult □ That money is my safety 
net if I run out of work. 

safety pin n a wire pin used for fastening to¬ 
gether clothes or material. The pointed end 
bends inside a cover to stop it from being 
dangerous. 

safety valve n -1. technology a small open¬ 
ing in a machine that gas, steam, or liquid 
can escape through if the pressure becomes 
too great. -2. a way in which one can re¬ 
lease strong negative feelings before they 
become harmful, e.g. through exercise, 

saffron ['seefran] n -1. an orange-brown spice 
that comes from a flower and is used to fla¬ 
vor and color food □ saffron rice. -2. a bright 
orange-yellow color □ saffron robes. 

sag [saeg] (pt & pp sagged, cont sagging) vi 
-1. [chair, bed, mattress] to change shape by 
sinking downward, usually in the middle. 
-2. [interest, demand] to become less, 

saga ['saiga] n -1. literature a long story writ¬ 
ten in Iceland or Norway during the Middle 
Ages; a long story about a particular group 
of people that takes place over a long period 
of time. -2. a long and boring description of 
something that has happened to somebody, 

sage [seid3] o adj [person, advice] wise (literary 
use), o « -1. cooking an herb with rough 
gray-green leaves and a strong smell, used 
to flavor food. -2. a very wise man (literary 
use). 

saggy 1'saegi] (compar saggier, superI saggiest) 
adj [sofa, mattress] that has sunk down in the 
middle. 

Sagittarius [.sasdsa'tearias] n a sign of the zo¬ 
diac, often represented by an archer; a per¬ 
son born under this sign between November 
22 and December 22. 
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Sahara [US sa'haera, GB -’hairs]: the Sahara (Des¬ 
ert) a desert in North Africa reaching from 
the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea. It is the 
largest desert in the world, 

said [sed] past tense & past participle of say. 

sail [sell] o « -1. a piece of strong cloth that is 
fixed to the mast of a boat and catches the 
wind so that the boat moves forward. ■ to 
set sail [sailor, ship] to begin a trip by sea □ 
They set sail for America. -2. a trip in a sail¬ 
boat □ 1/1/e went for a sail, 
o vt -1. [dinghy, yacht] to move <a ship or 
boat> across water. -2. [sea, lake] to travel 
across <an area of water> in a ship or boat, 
o vi -1. [person] to travel by ship or boat; to 
begin a trip by ship or boat □ They sailed to 
France in a yacht. □ 1/1/e sail at noon. -2. [ship, 

boat] to move across water; to leave port 
and begin a trip □ The boat sailed past the 
island/into the harbor. -3. sport to sail a boat 
for pleasure □ 1/1/e like to sail at the weekend. 
-4. [object, person] to move quickly and 
smoothly o The ball sailed through the air. 

♦ sail through vt fits to sail through sthg 
[exam, test, interview] to complete sthg with¬ 
out any difficulty. 

sailboard ['seilbo:rd] n a board with a sail that 
is used in the sport of windsurfing, 

sailboat [’seilboot] n US a boat with sails, es¬ 
pecially a small one used for pleasure, 

sailcloth [’seilklD©] « thick strong cloth used 
for making sails and tents, 

sailing ['seilirj] n -1. sport the activity of sail¬ 
ing a boat, yacht etc for pleasure □ They go 
sailing every weekend. -2. a trip made by a 
ship, ferry etc that is carrying passengers □ 
There are three sailings a day. 

sailing boat n GB = sailboat, 

sailing dinghy n a small open boat that is of¬ 
ten used to take people from the shore to a 
larger boat or ship. 

sailing ship n a large ship with sails, especial¬ 
ly one built before the steam engine was in¬ 
vented. 

sailor ['seilar] « a person who works on a ship 
and helps to sail it. ■ to be a good sailor not 
to suffer from seasickness. 

saint [seint] n -1. religion a person who is of¬ 
ficially declared, by a pope or another Chris¬ 
tian authority, to have lived a holy life and 
to be especially worthy of respect. -2. a per¬ 
son who one thinks is very good because 
they are kind, patient etc and do not seem 
to have any bad qualities □ You must have the 
patience of a saint! 

Saint Andrew in the Bible, one of Jesus 
Christ s apostles. He is the patron saint of 
Scodand. 

Saint Christopher [-'knstafaq in the Christian 
religion, a man who carried Christ across a 
nver. He is the patron saint of travelers. 

Saint David a Welsh bishop who founded 
many churches in the 6th century. He is the 
patron saint of Wales. 

Saint Francis (of Assisi) [us -.frensasDvs's 
GB -framsas-] (1182-1226) an Italian m< 

who founded the Franciscan order of monks. 
He is well known for his love of birds and ani¬ 
mals. 

Saint George a Roman soldier who is sup¬ 
posed to have killed a dragon to save a 
woman. He is the patron saint of England. 

Saint John the Baptist in the Bible, a 
preacher who baptized many people, includ¬ 
ing his cousin, Jesus Christ. 

saintly [’seintli] (compar saintlier, superl saintli- 
est) adj [person, virtue, life] that appears to be 
very good, honest, and without any bad 
qualities. 

Saint Patrick [-’paetrik] (385-461 ad) a British 
missionary who introduced Christianity to 
Ireland. He is the patron saint of Ireland. 

Saint Patrick's Day n March 17, the feast 
day of Saint Patrick. 

'« SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 

Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17, is celebrated 
all over the world by Irish people, or by 
people whose ancestors were Irish. There 
are large parades through the streets of 
Dublin, New York, and Sydney. It is tradi¬ 
tional to wear a piece of shamrock, the Irish 
national plant, or to wear something green, 
since green is the color used to represent 
Ireland. Some bars in the USA even serve 
green beer on Saint Patrick’s Day. 

Saint Paul [-’po:l] in the Bible, one of the first 
Christian missionaries. He was an opponent 
of Christianity until he was converted by a 
vision of Christ on the road to Damascus. 

Saint Paul's: Saint Paul's (Cathedral) a large 
cathedral central London. Its dome can be 
seen from many places in London. 

Saint Peter in the Bible, the leader of Christ’s 
apostles and the first leader of the Christian 
church. 

sake [seik] n -1. for the sake of sb, for sb's sake 
in order to benefit sb □ Be nice to him for my 
sake! -2. for the sake of sthg in order to try 
to help or get sthg □ / said yes for the sake of 
peace and quiet. □ Let's assume, for the sake of 
argument, that this is true. -3. to do sthg for its 
own sake or for the sake of it to do sthg be¬ 
cause one enjoys doing it and not because 
there is a particular reason for doing it □ She 
loves just arguing for the sake of it. • for God's 
or for heaven's sake! a phrase used to show 
one’s annoyance or impatience with some¬ 
body or something □ For heaven's sake, stop 
messing around with that! 

salad [ salad] n a mixture of lettuce, tomatoes, 
and other raw vegetables that are eaten cold 
as part of a meal. ■ a tuna/an egg etc salad a 
salad that contains tuna/egg etc □ Help your¬ 
self to salad. □ Two ham salad sandwiches, 
please. 

salad bowl n a large bowl, often wooden, in 
which green salad is served. 

salad cream n GB a cream-colored sauce that 
is used on salads and is similar to mayon¬ 
naise but thinner and sweeter. 
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salad dressing tt a mixture of oil and vinegar 
with mustard, honey, garlic etc, used on sal¬ 
ad to add flavor. 

salad oil tt oil used to make salad dressing, 
e.g. olive, sunflower, or peanut oil. 

salamander ['sa5bmaend3r] tt an animal that 
looks like a lizard and can live on land or in 
water. 

salami [ss'lcmni] tt a large, pink, spicy sausage 
that is eaten cold in thin slices. 

salaried ['saebrid] adj [person] who is paid a 
salary by their employer □ a salaried job. 

salary ['ssebri] (pi salaries) tt the money that 
somebody is paid once a month by the 
company or organization they work for □ 
The salary is negotiable. □ He's on a salary of 
over $70,000 a year. 
NOTE: Compare wage. 

salary scale tt a range of possible salaries that 
an employee might earn for a particular 
job, from lowest to highest □ Salary scale: 
$65,000-70,000 according to experience. 

sale [sell] tt -1. [of a piece of property] the act of 
selling something □ The sale of the house went 
smoothly. ■ to make a sale to sell something. 
■ to be on sale [product, goods] to be available 
to be bought, usually in a store □ 'Now on 
sale at all good pharmacies.' ■ to be (up) for sale 
[house, car] to be available to be bought, 
usually from a private owner □ I'm afraid the 
picture is not for sale. -2. [in a store] a period of 
time in a store during which prices are re¬ 
duced □ / bought these jeans in the sale. □ There 
are sales on all over town. □ a sale item. ■ on 
sale US that can be bought at a lower price 
than normal. -3. an event where goods are 
sold to the person who offers the most 
money □ a car/furniture sale. 

♦ sales ttpl -1. the amount of goods sold by a 
particular company, country etc □ Sales of 
consumer goods have fallen. □ The sales figures 
don't look good this month. -2. the department 
of a company which organizes the selling of 
products or services □ He's been in sales for 
two years now. -3. the sales a period of the 
year when stores reduce their prices □ / 
bought it in the sales □ the January sales. 

Salem witch trials [,seibm-] ttpl the Salem 
witch trials a series of trials held in Salem, 
Massachusetts, USA, in 1692. Nineteen 
women were accused of being witches and 
were hanged. 

saleroom kgb = salesroom. 

salesclerk [us ‘seilzkbirk, GB -kia:k] US, sales 
assistant tt a person whose job is to sell 
goods to customers in a store. 

sales conference tt a meeting of people in a 
particular company who are involved in sell¬ 
ing the company’s product, organized in or¬ 
der to discuss results and future plans. 

sales drive tt a strong effort by a company to 
sell more of a product. 

sales force n the employees of a company 
who are involved in selling its products. 

salesman ['seilzmsn] (pi salesmen [-msn]) « a 

man whose job is to sell goods or services 
for a company □ an insurance salesman. 

salesperson ['seilzp3:rsn] (pi salespeople 
[-pi:pl]) tt a person whose job is to sell 
things. 

sales pitch tt the things that somebody says 
about a particular product in order to per¬ 
suade somebody else to buy it. 

sales rep, sales representative tt a person 
whose job is to travel to visit customers and 
sell a company’s products or services, 

salesroom ['seilzruim] us, saleroom ['seilruim] 
GB tt a large hall where goods are displayed 
for sale. 

sales slip tt US a piece of paper given in a sto¬ 
re to show that goods have been paid for. 

sales tax tt a tax added to the price of goods 
bought in stores. 

sales team tt the employees of a company 
who are involved in selling its products, 

saleswoman ['seilzwomsn] (pi saleswomen) tt 

-1. [in a company] a woman whose job is to 
sell goods or services for a company. -2. [in a 

store] a woman whose job is to sell goods to 
customers in a store. 

salient [’seilisnt] adj [feature, point] that is most 
important or most noticeable (formal use), 

saline [US 'seilim, GB -ain] adj that contains salt 
□ a saline solution. 

saliva [ss'laiva] « the watery liquid produced 
in the mouth that helps one to digest food, 

salivate ['saebveit] vi to produce saliva, espe¬ 
cially in large amounts. 

Salk [so:k], Jonas (1914-1995) a US scientist 
who developed a vaccine against polio, 

sallow ['saeloo] adj [complexion, face] that is a 
pale-yellow color and so looks unhealthy, 

sally [‘saeli] (pt & pp sallied) ♦ sally forth vi to 
go somewhere in a very energetic, brave, or 
confident way (humorous or literary use), 

salmon ['saeman] (pi salmon or salmons) tt a 
large silver fish with orange-pink flesh, con¬ 
sidered a luxury as a food; the flesh of this 
fish eaten as food □ salmon fishing □ smoked 
salmon sandwiches. 

salmonella fisaelms'neb] tt a type of bacteria 
that can cause serious food poisoning, 

salmon pink o tt an orange-pink color, o adj: 

a salmon pink dress. 

Salome [US 'saebmei, GB ssiootru] in the Bible, 
the stepdaughter of King Herod, who asks 
him to kill John the Baptist and give her his 
head as a reward for her dancing, 

salon [US sa'lon, GB 'saelon] « -1. a place where 
a hairdresser works □ a hairdressing salon. -2. 

a store where expensive clothes are sold, 

saloon [ss'luin] n -1. US [for drinking] a bar. -2. 
GB auto a car for four or more passengers 
that has a separate trunk and a fixed roof, 

saloon bar tt GB a bar in a pub or hotel that 
is comfortably furnished. 

saiopettes [.saeb'pets] npl GB a warm piece of 
waterproof clothing worn when skiing that 
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covers one's legs and chest and is held up 
by straps over one's shoulders. 

salsa [US ‘sculsa, GB 'salsa] « a kind of fast Lat¬ 
in American music that people dance to. 

salt [soilt] o n -1. cooking a white substance 
taken from the sea or the ground that is. 
used to flavor and preserve food, a Have you 
put salt on it? □ cooking salt. -2. chemistry any 
of a group of crystals formed when an acid 
and a base are mixed together. -3. to be the 
salt of the earth to be somebody one ad¬ 
mires and thinks is kind and reliable □ 
They're the salt of the earth, those people. ■ to 
rub salt into the wound to say something to 
somebody who is already feeling very un¬ 
happy or upset that hurts them even more. 
■ to take sthg with a pinch of salt not to be¬ 
lieve that sthg one has heard or been told is 
completely true or correct □ / should take every¬ 
thing Margot says with a pinch of salt, if I were you. 
o comp that has been preserved in salt □ salt 
cod/beef. 
ovt-1. toputsalton<food>.-2. to spread salt 
on <a road, surface> etc to stop ice from form¬ 
ing. 

♦ salt away vt sep to salt money away to save 
money for the future, often without letting 
other people know □ How much have you got salt- 
edaway? 

SALT [so:lt] (abbr of Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talks/Treaty) n the SALT talks talks between 
the USA and the USSR in the 1970s and 
1980s that tried to limit the number of 
weapons on each side. 

saltbox ['sodtboks] n a type of American 
house that has two stories in the front and 
one in the back. 

salt cellar n gb = salt shaker. 

salted ['sailtad] adj [peanuts, chips, butter] fla¬ 
vored with salt. 

Salt Lake City the capital of Utah, USA, and 
the center of the Mormon religion, popula¬ 
tion: 159,936. 

saltpeter us, saltpetre gb [,so:lt’pi:tar] « a 
substance used in making gunpowder and 
matches and for preserving meat. 

salt shaker [-feikar] n US a small container, of¬ 
ten placed on the table during a meal, 
which contains salt for people to put on 
their food. 

saltwater ['so;itwo:tar] o n water from the sea 
that contains salt, o adj [fish, plant] that lives 
in saltwater. 

salty ['soilti] {compar saltier, superl saltiest) adj 

[food, water] that tastes of salt or contains a 
lot of salt. 

salubrious [sa'luibrias] adj [area, accommoda¬ 

tions] that seems healthy and pleasant (for¬ 
mal use). 

salutary [us 'saljaten, gb -jutari] adj [warning, 

lesson] that is unpleasant, but teaches one 
something important. 

salute [sa'luit] o n -1. [by a soldier] the act of 
raising one s hand quickly in a particular 
way as a sign of respect to a superior officer 
□ He gave a salute. -2. [with a gun] the act of 

firing several guns to celebrate something □ 
a 21 -gun salute. -3. [with one's head, hand] the 
act of greeting somebody □ She raised her 
hand in salute. -4. a salute to sb a public dis¬ 
play of admiration and affection for sb 
whose life and work has been remarkable □ 
The ceremony was a salute to the dedication of 
the soldiers. 
o vt -1. (officer, flag] to show respect for 
<sb/sthg> by giving a salute □ You must al¬ 
ways salute a superior officer. -2. [hero, courage, 

achievement] to honor <sb/sthg> by saying 
or showing in public that one admires them 
□ The press today salutes a new world champion, 
o vi [soldier] to give a salute. 

Salvadorean, Salvadorian fsalva’doirian] n & 
adj: see El Salvador. 

salvage ['salvid3] o n [from a shipwreck, fire, 

earthquake] things that are saved during or 
after a disaster □ a salvage operation, o vt 

-1. [object, valuables] to save <sthg> in a rea¬ 
sonable condition during or after a disaster 
such as a fire, flood, or shipwreck □ We were 
able to salvage some furniture from the wreck¬ 
age. -2. [pride, reputation] to get or save <sthg 
good> from an unpleasant or difficult situa¬ 
tion □ The party at least managed to salvage 
some respectability from the election defeat. 

salvage vessel n a ship that is used to rescue 
things from a shipwreck. 

salvation [sal'veijn] n -1. a person or thing 
that saves somebody or something else from 
danger or failure □ The new factory could be 
the salvation of the area. -2. religion in the 
Christian religion, the state of being saved 
by Christ from punishment for one’s sins. 

Salvation Army n the Salvation Army a Chris¬ 
tian group whose members wear uniforms, 
play music in city streets, and help poor and 
homeless people. 

salve [US sav, GB saelv] vt to do sthg to salve 
one's conscience to do sthg to make oneself 
feel less guilty. 

salver ['salvar] « a large flat plate, often made 
of silver and used for serving food on □ a sil¬ 
ver salver. 

salvo ['salvoo] {pi salvos or salvoes) n the act 
of firing several guns at the same time. 

Samaritan [sa'maratn] n a good Samaritan a 
person who helps other people who are in 
difficulty. 

♦ Samaritans npl the Samaritans a British 
voluntary organization that provides a tele¬ 
phone service and counseling for people 
who are depressed. 

samba ['samba] n a fast dance from Brazil 
danced by two people. 

sa*ye [seim] o adj -1. [date, address, opinion] 

that is not different or changed □ He made 
the same excuse as last time. □ Do you still have 
the same phone number? -2. [clothes, colors, atti¬ 

tudes] that are exactly like each other □ They 
both had on the same jacket. □ Her handwriting is 
almost the same as mine. □ / feel the same way 
about it as you do. u at the same time used to 
show that two events are happening togeth- 
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er; used to add a different and less critical 
opinion to what one has just said □ She man¬ 
aged to build a career while at the same time 
bringing up a large family. □ He's very arrogant 
but at the same time you can't help liking him. m 
one and the same exactly the same although 
appearing to be different □ Ruth Rendell and 
Barbara Vine are one and the same person, 
o pron the same used to say that two things 
are alike; used to say that a situation has 
not changed □ I'd do the same again if I had the 
chance. □ "Is he any better?" — "No, he's still 
the same." □ She earns the same as I do. □ Our 
results are the same but our methods are differ¬ 
ent. ■ all or just the same in spite of this □ 
I'm pleased they're coming. All the same, I wish 
they'd chosen a better time to arrive. ■ it's all 
the same to me used when one is ready to 
accept any of the things that are being of¬ 
fered □ We can go out or stay in, it's all the 
same to me. ■ it's not the same things are not 
as good as before □ We still meet occasionally, 
but it's just not the same as before. ■ (and the) 
same to you! a phrase used to return a greet¬ 
ing, wish, or insult □ "Good luck, Belinda." — 
“Thanks, and the same to you, Marvin." 
o adv the same [dress, treat] in an identical 
way □ He behaved exactly the same as before. 

same-day adj a same-day service a service 
that does something for customers quickly, 
so that it is ready on the same day as it is 
started. 

sameness [’seimnas] n a lack of variety (disap¬ 
proving use) □ It's the sameness of the job that I 
can't stand. 

Samoa [sa'moua] a group of islands in the 
southern Pacific Ocean. The eastern islands 
are administered by the USA, while the 
western islands form the Independent State 
of Western Samoa. 

samosa [sa'moosa] n an Indian food that con¬ 
sists of spicy meat or vegetables inside a tri¬ 
angular piece of pastry. 

sample [US 'saempl, GB ’scnmpl] o n -1. [of a 

product] a small amount of something, 
usually a new product, given to customers 
so that they can try it o a free sample □ a 
sample bottle/pack. -2. [of urine, blood, soil] a 
small amount of something that is taken to 
be examined in order to provide information 
□ a blood sample. -3. [of customers, a popula¬ 

tion] a group of people chosen from a larger 
group in order to complete a test, question¬ 
naire etc □ We asked a sample of 50 business¬ 
men what they thought about the new initiative, 
o vt -1. [food, drink] to taste a small amount 
of <sthg>, usually to see if one likes it □ 
While we were there we sampled some of the lo¬ 
cal wines. -2. [pleasure, lifestyle] to experience 
<sthg> for a short time, usually to see if 
one likes it. -3. music to take <a piece of rec¬ 
orded sound or music> so that it can be 
used in another recording. 

sampler [US 'saemplr, GB 'saimpta] n a piece of 
cloth with letters, a picture etc sewn on, 
usually made to show one’s skill at sewing. 

Samson ['saemsan] in the Bible, a very strong 

man who led the Jews against their enemies 
until he was betrayed by Delilah. She dis¬ 
covered that the secret of his strength was 
his long hair, and cut it off. 

sanatorium [.saena'tairiam] (pi sanatoriums or 

sanatoria [-ria]) n = sanitarium, 

sanctify ['saerjktafai] (pt & pp sanctified) vt 

-1. RELIGION [name, place] to make <sthg> 
holy. -2. [usage, method, practice] to give offi¬ 
cial approval to <sthg>. 

sanctimonious [.sasgkta'moonjas] adj [person] 

who seems to think they are morally better 
than other people (disapproving use), 

sanction ['sasgkj'n] o « -1. official approval or 
permission given by an authority □ It hasn't 
yet been given official sanction. -2. a form of 
punishment which is intended to make a 
person obey rules or laws □ It's the toughest 
sanction we can apply, o vt [measure, conduct] 

to give official approval to <sthg> □ The 
group's leaders have never sanctioned the use of 
force. 

♦ sanctions npl politics action taken by a 
government to stop trading with another 
country that is breaking international laws □ 
UN sanctions are still in force. □ The US have im¬ 
posed sanctions on the breakaway republic. 

sanctity [’saerjktsti] n the fact of being sacred 
□ the sanctity of marriage. 

sanctuary [US 'saerjktjueri, GB -ari] (pi sanctu¬ 
aries) « -1. [for animals] a large area of land 
where birds or animals are protected from 
hunting □ a bird/wildlife sanctuary. -2. [for vic¬ 

tims, refugees] a safe place for people who 
are in danger □ The hostel was a sanctuary for 
battered wives. -3. [from danger] safety from 
possible danger □ The refugees sought sanctu¬ 
ary in Thailand. -4. the part of a church that is 
considered to be the most holy, 

sanctum ['saerjktam] (pi sanctums) n sb's inner 
sanctum a private place where sb can be 
alone. 

sand [saend] On a substance consisting of 
very small grains of rock, usually light 
brown or golden, that form beaches and de¬ 
serts □ She picked up a handful of sand, o vt 

[wood, paintwork, a door] to sand <sthg> 
down. 

♦ sands npl a flat sandy area beside the sea. 
♦ sand down vt sep to sand sthg down [wood, 

paintwork, a door] to make sthg smooth by 
rubbing it with sandpaper, 

sandal [’saendl] n a light summer shoe made 
mainly of straps that often leaves one’s toes 
uncovered □ a pair of sandals. 

sandalwood ['ssndlwod] « a sweet-smelling 
wood from Australia and South Asia that is 
used for making boxes, carved objects etc; 
oil from this wood that is used in soaps and 
perfumes □ sandalwood soap. 

sandbag ['siendbaeg] n a small bag full of sand 
that is used to make a barrier against flood 
water, gunfire etc. 

sandbank [’saendbaegk] n a long area of sand 
near the surface of the ocean or a river, 

sandblast [US 'sasndblaest, GB -blcust] vt [wall, 
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stonework] to clean <the outside of a build- 
ing> with a machine that blows a jet of wa¬ 
ter containing sand onto it. 

sandbox ['saendbDks] n US a shallow box full 
of sand that is used for playing in by chil¬ 
dren. 

sandcastle [US 'siendkassl, GB -kcusl] n a pile of 
sand made by children on the beach, often 
by filling a bucket with wet sand and turn¬ 
ing it upside down. 

sand dune n a hill of sand in the desert or 
near the sea, made by the wind. 

Sander [‘sasndaH n a device used for sanding 
wood, floors etc. 

Sandhurst ['saendh3:rst] the British Army 
school for training officers, in Berkshire, 
England. 

sandpaper ['saendpeipsl o « thick paper cov¬ 
ered with sand on one side and used for 
rubbing surfaces to make them smooth, o vt 
[wood, paintwork, a door] to sand <sthg> 
down. 

sandpit ['saendpit] n GB = sandbox. 

sandshoe ['saendju:] n GB & AUS a canvas shoe 
with rubber soles. 

sandstone ['saendstoun] n a type of soft rock 
that is used in building □ a sandstone block. 

sandstorm ['saendst3:rm] n a storm in a desert 
area, where sand is blown violendy by the 
wind. 

sand trap n us golf one of the areas on a golf 
course that are filled with sand and from 
which it is difficult to hit the ball, 

sandwich ['sa;nwid3] o n two pieces of bread 
with meat, cheese etc between them □ a 
ham/an egg sandwich, o vt to be sandwiched 
between two people/objects etc to be placed 
between two people/objects etc with very 
little space on either side. 

sandwich board n two boards with an ad¬ 
vertisement written on them that are fas¬ 
tened to the front and back of a person who 
walks around outside so that other people 
see the advertisement. 

sandwich course n gb a course of study at a 
college during which one spends time work¬ 
ing in business or industry. 

sandy ['saendi] (compar sandier, superl sandiest) 

uc!' Ibeach| that c°nsists of sand and not 
pebbles. -2. [hair] light orange-brown in color. 

sane [sein] adj -1. [person] who is not menta 
ill □ He was certified sane by a panel of psycl 
trusts.-2. [person, judgment, approach] that seei 
sensible and reasonable □ That sounds like a p 
fectly sane thing to do. 

San Francisco [.saenfren'siskou] a city and p< 
in Cahfornia, USA, on the Pacific coa 
population: 723,959. 

sang [saer)] past tense of sing. 

sanguine ['saeqgwin] adj [person] who is 
tul, calm, and optimistic. 

sanitarium [.saena'teriam] {pi sanitariu 
sanitaria t-ns]) h us a building for , 
who need rest and care over a lone 
while they are recovering from illness 

sanitary [US 'srenateri, GB -ari] adj -1. [measures, 

system, equipment] that is concerned with 
health and hygiene. -2. [place, conditions] that 
is clean and free from disease. 

sanitary napkin us, sanitary towel gb h a 
pad of thick material worn by a woman to 
absorb the blood during her period. 

sanitation [.saena'teifn] n the system by which 
all the rubbish and waste produced by peo¬ 
ple, especially in cities, is properly removed, 

sanitation worker n us a person whose job 
is to collect rubbish from trashcans. 

sanitize, -ise ['saenataiz] vt [news, story] to 
make <sthg> more acceptable to people by 
removing offensive or unpleasant informa¬ 
tion □ This book offers a sanitized version of the 
actor's life. 

sanity ['saenati] n -1. [of a person] the state or 
condition of not being mentally ill □ Condi¬ 
tions were so appalling that she began to fear for 
her sanity. -2. [of a judgment, course of action] 

good sense that somebody shows in their 
decisions or actions. 

sank [saerjk] past tense of sink. 

Sanskrit ['saenskrit] n the ancient language of 
India, used in modem times in religious cer¬ 
emonies and texts. 

Santa (Claus) ['s£ent3(kb:z)] an imaginary old 
man with a white beard who wears red 
clothes and is believed by children to bring 
presents at Christmas. 

Sao Paulo [saum'paulou] a city in southeastern 
Brazil. It is Brazil’s largest city, population: 
9,480,427. 

sap [saep] (pt & pp sapped, cont sapping) o n 
-1. [of a plant] the natural juice that flows 
through plants and carries food to their dif¬ 
ferent parts □ plant/tree sap. -2. US a stupid 
person who is easily fooled by other people 
(informal use), o vt [strength, confidence] to 
make <sthg> weaker by gradually removing 
it □ Too much time in that place just saps your 
energy. 

sapling ['sasplirj] n a young tree. 

sapphire ['ssfai3r] « a precious bright-blue 
stone. 

Sappho [’saefou] (7th-6th century BC) a Greek 
poet, famous for her love poetry. 

Sarajevo [.saera'jeivou] the capital of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, and its largest city. It was be¬ 
sieged by Bosnian Serb forces from 1992 to 
1995. population: 448,000. 

sarcasm ['sa:rka:zm] n the use of words to 
mean the opposite of what is said, often to 
make fun, of somebody or to criticize some¬ 
thing □ / m sure you're just devastated, " he 
said, with heavy sarcasm. 

sarcastic [seb'kaestik] adj [person, comment] 

that uses sarcasm □ He was very sarcastic 
about the hotel food. 

sarcophagus [saCknfagas] (pi sarcophagi [-ga.] 
or sarcophaguses) n a large stone container 
tor a dead body that was used by the an¬ 
cient Egyptians and Romans. 
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sardine [sa:r'di;n] n a small silver fish that is 
often sold in cans. 

Sardinia [sa:rldinja] a large Italian island in 
the Mediterranean, west of Italy, size: 
24,090 sq kms. population: 1,637,705 (Sar¬ 
dinians). capital: Cagliari, 

sardonic [sa:r'dnmk] adj (person) who thinks 
they are too important to deal with some¬ 
body or something and shows this in a 
mocking way □ a sardonic look/smile. 

sari f'sairi] tt a piece of clothing that consists 
of a long piece of cloth such as silk wrapped 
around one’s body in a particular way. It is 
the traditional dress of women in India, 

sarong [sa'rorj] n a piece of clothing that con¬ 
sists of a long piece of thin cloth wrapped 
around one’s waist, worn by men and 
women in Malaysia. 

sartorial [sa:r'ta:ri3l] adj [elegance, style] that is 
connected with the way that clothes, espe¬ 
cially men’s clothes, are made and worn 
(formal use). 

SAS {abbr of Special Air Service) n the SAS a 
department of the British Army that special¬ 
izes in secret or difficult operations, e.g. 
freeing hostages. 

SASE « US abbr of self-addressed stamped en¬ 
velope. 

sash [sasj"] n a broad strip of cloth that is 
usually brighdy colored and is worn around 
one’s waist as a type of belt, or across the 
chest as a sign of a high official position or 
honor. 

sash window n a window consisting of two 
sections, one above the other, that slide up 
and down in front of each other. 

Saskatchewan [US sas'skaetjawam, GB -wan] a 
province in central Canada, abbreviation: SK. 
size: 652,000 sq kms. population: 988,928 
(,Saskatchewanians). capital: Regina. 

Sasquatch [US 'saeskwaitj-, GB -wastf] n - Big- 
foot. 

sassy fsaesi] (compar sassier, superl sassiest) 
adj US [person] rude and disrespectful to oth¬ 
er people (informal use), 

sat [saet] past tense dl past participle of sit. 

Sat. abbr of Saturday. 

SAT [saet] n -1. (abbr of Scholastic Aptitude 
Test) a test taken in the third year of high 
school in order to enter a university in the 
USA. -2. (abbr of Standard Assessment Test) 
one of a set of British school tests taken at 
the ages of 7, 11, and 14. 

Satan [’seitn] the Devil. 

Satanic [sa'taemk] adj -1. [ritual, cult, rite] that 
involves the worship of Satan. -2. [cruelty, 
malice] very wicked. 

satchel ['saetJal] « a flat bag, usually made of 
leather or canvas, that has a strap so that it 
can be carried over one’s shoulder or on 
one’s back, and is used for carrying books 
and papers, especially by schoolchildren, 

sated ['seitad] adj to be sated to have had 
enough of something (formal use), 

satellite ['saetalait] n -1. astronomy a natural 

object, e.g. a moon or planet, that moves 
around another larger object in space □ The 
Moon is Earth's only satellite. -2. space & tech¬ 
nology a device, sent into space to go 
around the Earth, that sends back informa¬ 
tion or is used in telecommunications □ a 
telecommunications/weather/spy satellite □ These 
pictures are beamed live into your home by satel¬ 
lite. □ a satellite picture/broadcast/link. -3. [of a 

country, organization, person] a country, organi¬ 
zation, or person that is completely under 
the control of another more powerful one □ 
a satellite country/company/town. 

satellite dish n a kind of antenna fixed to the 
outside of a building, consisting of a large, 
round, curved piece of metal, that allows 
one to receive satellite TV. 

satellite TV n television broadcasts, transmit¬ 
ted by a satellite, that can only be received 
with a special aerial. 

satiate ['seijieit] vt [person, appetite, hunger] to 
satisfy <sb/sthg> with enough food or drink 
(formal use). 

satin ['saetn] o n a fabric made from silk or 
man-made fibers that is very smooth and 
shiny on one side □ a satin sheet/dress, 
o comp [wallpaper, paint] that has a very 
smooth and shiny surface □ a satin finish. 

satire ['saetaiar] n a type of humor that criti¬ 
cizes people’s stupidity, bad behavior etc by 
making other people laugh at them; a book, 
movie etc that uses this type of humor □ His 
humor is full of satire. □ The play is a satire on 
the greed of the ruling classes. 

satirical [sa'tirikl] adj [revue, sketch, magazine] 

that uses satire a As a writer, he was famous 
for his satirical wit. 

satirist ['saetarast] n a writer or performer who 
uses satire. 

satirize, -ise ['saetaraiz] vt [government, fashion] 

to criticize <sb/sthg> in a humorous way by 
using satire. 

satisfaction [,saetas'faek[n] n -1. a feeling of 
happiness when one has what one wants, 
or when things happen in the way that one 
wants them to n She gets a lot of satisfaction 
from her job. □ He had the satisfaction of know¬ 
ing that he had done his best. □ We guarantee 
our customers' satisfaction. ■ to be to sb's satis¬ 
faction to please or satisfy sb □ / trust the new 
version will be to your satisfaction. -2. some¬ 
thing that makes one feel pleased □ This job 
has very few satisfactions. -3. [of a need, urge, 

demand] see satisfy □ We guarantee the satisfac¬ 
tion of all legitimate claims made against us. 

satisfactory bsaetas'faektari] adj -1. [perform¬ 

ance, result, behavior] that is good enough for 
a particular situation □ Thomas has made satis¬ 
factory progress. -2. [reason, answer] that ex¬ 
plains something in a way that convinces 
somebody □ That explanation is simply not satis¬ 
factory. 

satisfied ['saetosfaid] adj -1. [person] who is 
happy and pleased because they have what 
they want, or because things happen in the 
way that they want them to □ I've rewritten 
the letter three times and she's still not satisfied! 
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□ There — have your money! Are you satisfied 
now? □ a satisfied customer/smile. ■ to be satis¬ 
fied with sthg [with a result, standard, 

somebody's performance] to think that sthg is 
good enough for a particular situation; [with 

somebody's answer, explanation] to find sthg 
convincing □ I'm very satisfied with the pro¬ 
gress that has been made. □ The committee isn't 
satisfied with the report. -2. to be satisfied 
(that)... to be certain that... □ She was satis¬ 
fied (that) no more could have been done. 

satisfy ['saetssfai] (pt & f?p> satisfied) vt -1. 
[person] to make <sb> contented by giving 
them or doing what they want □ If I apolo¬ 
gize in person, will that satisfy them? -2. [police, 

judge, committee] to convince <sb> of some¬ 
thing by giving them enough information □ 
His explanation was good enough to satisfy the 
jury. □ You have satisfied me that you deserve a 
second chance. ■ to satisfy oneself that... to 
make certain that... □ She satisfied herself that 
all the doors were locked. -3. [need, urge, de¬ 

mand] to do, have, or give what is needed 
for <sthg> □ He is the only applicant who satis¬ 
fies all those criteria. □ There's nothing like lem¬ 
onade to satisfy your thirst. 

satisfying ['saetasfang] adj -1. [experience, re¬ 

sult] that gives one a feeling of happiness be¬ 
cause one feels that it is worth doing □ It is 
satisfying to look back on what we have achieved 
so far. -2. [meal, drink] that is enough to stop 
one feeling hungry or thirsty □ It was a nice 
enough meal but I didn't find it very satisfying. 

satsuma fsaet'suima] n GB a citrus fruit like a 
small orange with a loose skin. 

saturate [’saetfsreit] vt -1. [person, clothing, 

ground] to make <sb/sthg> completely wet □ 
The rain had completely saturated the fields. 
-2. to saturate a market to fill a market com¬ 
pletely □ The market has been saturated with 
cheap imports. 

saturated ['saetjbreitsd] adj to be saturated 
[person, clothes, ground] to be completely wet 
o / got saturated standing in the rain. 

saturated fat n a kind of fat that contains a 
lot of fatty acids and is considered bad for 
one’s health. 

saturation [.saetja'reijn] n: see saturate □ satura¬ 
tion bombing/TV coverage. 

saturation point « to reach saturation point to 
reach a situation in which no more people 
or things can be added because there are al¬ 
ready too many of them. 

Saturday ['sa^dei] tt the day of the week 1 
tween Friday and Sunday; see also Friday. 

Saturn ['saetahi] the planet in the solar syste 
that is the sixth-furthest from the Sun a 
has bnght rings around it. 

sauce [sees] « cooking a thick liquid that ha; 
particular flavor and is served with me 
vegetables etc □ cheese/mint/tomato sauce. 

saucepan I'soispaen] n a metal container wi 
a handle and high sides that is used i 
cooking food on a stove. 

saucer I'soisal n a small plate specially mad 
to fit underneath a cup. 7 

Saudi Arabia [.saodia’reibjs] the largest coun¬ 
try on the Arabian peninsula, and the 
world’s leading oil exporter, size: 2,150,000 
sq kms. population: 17,500,000 (Saudis, Sau¬ 
di Arabians), capital: Riyadh, administrative 
capital: Jeddah, language: Arabic, currency: 
riyal. 

Saudi (Arabian) n & adj: see Saudi Arabia □ 
the Saudi royal family. 

sauna [’soma] n a period of time spent in a 
room filled with hot steam; a room or build¬ 
ing in which this takes place, 

saunter ['so:ntsr] vi to walk in a calm and re¬ 
laxed way without hurrying □ We sauntered 
through the park in the evening sunshine. 

sausage ['sDsid3] « a kind of food made of 
finely minced meat and flavorings that is 
wrapped inside a thin tube of skin for cook¬ 
ing or to be eaten cold in slices; a single 
short length of this □ a slice of garlic sausage □ 
a pound of sausages. 

sausage roll n GB a piece of sausage covered 
with pastry and cooked, 

saute [us sou'tei, GB 'soutei] (pt & pp sauteed 
or sauted) o vt [meat, vegetables] to fry 
<food> quickly on both sides in a small 
amount of fat. o adj [onions, potatoes] that 
have been sauteed. 

savage [‘saevid3] o adj [killer, animal] that is 
violent, cruel, and likely to attack; [attack, 
criticism, outburst] that is violent and intended 
to do a lot of harm □ They were attacked by a 
savage beast. □ He wrote a savage article criticiz¬ 
ing my work, o n a person who is fierce or vi¬ 
cious □ They behaved like a bunch of savages. 

vt -1. [animal] to attack <a person or an¬ 
other animal> and wound them severely □ 
She was savaged by a wild dog. -2. [critic, news¬ 
paper] to criticize <sb/sthg> very severely □ 
Fry's performance was savaged by the press. 

savageness ['ssvid3nas], savagery ['sasvidsari] 
n savage behavior. 

savanna(h) [sa'vasna] n a large, open, grassy 
plain, especially in Africa. 

save [seiv] o vt -1. [person] to prevent <sb> 
from being harmed or killed; [object] to pre¬ 
vent <sthg> from being destroyed, dam- 
aged, or lost □ We saved these pictures from 
the fire. □ He was saved from drowning. □ He 
managed to save himself from financial ruin, m to 
save sb's life to prevent sb from dying or be¬ 
ing killed □ The doctors operated just in time to 
save his life. -2. [time, money, energy] to pre¬ 
vent <sthg> from being wasted or used un¬ 
necessarily □ We saved ten minutes by taking 
the short cut. □ We saved $100 by buying in bulk. 
-3. [food, object, money] to keep <sfihg> in or¬ 
der to have it or use it later □ I’ve already 
saved $2,000 toward the cost of a new car. □ 
We II save the discussion of this report until our 
next meeting. -4. [work, expense] to make 
-sthg'> unnecessary for somebody □ You can 
save me the trip by delivering this package for 
me. a She saved me the trouble of firing her by 
resigning. □ a monthly pass would save you 

^avin9 to buy a ticket every day. -5. sport 
[ball, shot] to prevent <sthg> from going into 
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the goal □ Jordan saved what looked like a cer¬ 
tain goal. -6. computing [document, file] to copy 
<sthg> onto a disk where it can be kept and 
used later □ / saved it onto hard disk. □ The file 
has been saved on C drive. 
o vi = save up. 
o n sport an act of preventing somebody 
from scoring a goal □ What a fantastic save! 
o prep save (for) apart from <sb/sthg> (for¬ 
mal use) □ Everyone, save (for) Ellen, had left the 
room. 

♦ save up vi to put money somewhere, espe¬ 
cially in a bank, and gradually add more, so 
that one can use it later □ I'm saving up for a 
new car. 

save as you earn n gb a method of saving in 
which money is automatically taken out of 
a person’s income. 

saveloy ['saevabi] « GB a type of red sausage 
made from smoked pork. 

saver ['seivar] « -1. something that prevents 
the waste or unnecessary use of something 
else □ The new machine is a real time/energy 
saver. -2. finance a person who saves money, 
especially in a bank or similar institution □ 
Savers are being offered an extra I % interest. 

Savile Row [.saevl'roo] a street in London, 
well known for its high-class tailors. 

saving ['seivig] n an amount of money that 
one saves in a particular way □ By buying 
three together, you make a saving of 25 cents on 
each one. 

♦ savings npl the money that a person has 
saved □ My life savings are in that bank account. 
□ Do you have any savings? 

saving grace n a good or positive feature of a 
person or thing that is otherwise bad or un¬ 
pleasant □ The scenery is the movie's one sav¬ 
ing grace. 

savings account n an account at a bank or 
similar institution in which interest is paid 
on the money that a person saves. 

savings and loan association « an institu¬ 
tion in the USA that pays interest on money 
saved in it and makes loans for the purchase 
of property. 

savings bank n a bank that pays interest on 
money saved in it. 

savior us, saviour gb [’seivjar] « a person 
who saves somebody or something from 
death, destruction, or harm □ He was hailed 
as the savior of the nation. 

♦ Savior n the Savior a name for Jesus Christ. 

savoir-faire [,saevwa:r'fear] n knowledge of 
how to behave in social situations. 

savor us, savour gb ['seivar] vt -1. [food, wine, 

meal] to eat or drink <sthg> slowly so that 
one can enjoy the taste □ She savored the 
wine, sipping it in slow luxurious mouthfuls. -2. 
[experience, moment, comfort] to enjoy <sthg> 
for as long as one can □ He's still savoring his 
triumph at the tennis tournament. 

savory US, savoury GB [’seivari] [pi US savories 
OR GB savouries) o adj -1. not savory [area, pe¬ 

riod, aspect] not pleasant to be in or to think 
about □ This is one of the less savory clubs in 

town. On a savory dish or food. -2. [taste, 
food] that has the taste of meat, cheese etc 
rather than of something sweet, 

saw [so:] (US pt & pp sawed, GB pt sawed, pp 
sawn) o past tense of see. o n a tool that has 
a flat metal blade with sharp points along its 
edge and is used for cutting wood, trees etc. 
o vt [wood, hole] to cut <sthg> with a saw □ 
She sawed the branch off the tree. 

♦ saw up vt sep to saw sthg up to cut sthg up 
into pieces using a saw. 

sawdust ['so:dAst] n tiny soft pieces of wood 
that are left when wood has been sawed, 

sawed-off shotgun [,so:d ] n us a shotgun 
that has part of the barrel removed and is 
often used by criminals because it can be 
carried and hidden easily, 

sawmill ['so:mil] n a factory in which wood is 
sawed up into planks, 

sawn [so:n] GB past participle of saw. 
sawn-off shotgun n GB = sawed-off shotgun, 
sax [seeks] n = saxophone. 
Saxon ['saeksn] history o n = Anglo-Saxon, 
o adj-. Saxon culture. 

saxophone [’saeksafoon] n a musical instru¬ 
ment that has a bell-shaped bottom end that 
curves upward, and is often used in jazz and 
swing bands. 

saxophonist [US 'sasksafoonast, GB sask'sDfanist] 
n a person who plays the saxophone, 

say [sei] (pt & pp said) o vt -1. [word, prayer, 

line] to speak <sthg> □ Could you say that a lit¬ 
tle more slowly? □ / can't hear what she's saying. 
□ He said yes/no. ■ to say to oneself to think o 
So I said to myself, "I'm not going to be pushed 
around like this." ■ to say nothing of... a phrase 
used to introduce something that is impor¬ 
tant, but not as important as the thing al¬ 
ready mentioned □ It'll take up so much time, 
to say nothing of the expense. ■ I'll say this for 
him/her a phrase used to mention something 
good about somebody who one has been 
criticizing □ I'll say this for her though, she 
doesn't give up easily. ■ it has a lot to be said 
for it it has many good features □ I've nothing 
against jogging — it has a lot to be said for it. I 
just don't like it, that's all. ■ he didn't have very 
much to say for himself he didn’t take part in 
the conversation (informal use). -2. to express 
<sthg> in spoken or written words □ / find it 
hard to say what I feel at this moment. □ You 
said (that) you were hungry. □ Your letter said or 
You said in your letter (that) there was trouble at 
home. ■ that goes without saying a phrase 
used to show that a statement, fact etc is 
obvious □ It goes without saying that all his 
friends will be there. -3. to give <information> 
in words, symbols, numbers etc □ The sign 
says 'Do not touch.' □ The clock/My watch says 
two-thirty. □ The handbook says to unscrew the 
top bolt first. -4. to show <a particular qual¬ 
ity, emotion> etc □ The look on her face said it 
all. □ It says a lot about him that he didn't com¬ 
plain. -5. they say..., it's said... a phrase used 
to introduce a fact that many people say is 
true but that may not be □ They say he's the 
best soccer player in the world. □ It's said that 
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they're paying her $20,000. □ So they say, any¬ 
way. -6. (let's) say... a phrase used to ask 
somebody to imagine a particular situation □ 
Just say you won the lottery, what would you do? 
□ I know it's unlikely to happen, but say it did... 
On-1. to have a/no say in sthg [in a decision, 
matter] to have some/no power to influence 
sthg □ Junior staff are demanding a greater say 
in the decision-making process. □ They have no 
say in the timing of the move. -2. to have one's 
say to give one’s opinion □ You've had your 
say, now let someone else give their view. 

♦ that is to say adv a phrase used to show 
that one is saying the same thing again 
using different words in order to make it 
more clear or accurate □ nine feet, that is to 
say, about three meters. 

SAYE n abbr of save as you earn, 

saying ['senij] n a well-known statement that 
usually contains good advice or a comment 
on life □ There's an old country saying, "Bad 
weather always follows good." 

say-so n (informal use) -1. on sb's say-so as a 
result of sb saying something, even though 
it may not be true □ I'm not going to believe it 
just on your say-so. -2. sb's say-so permission 
or a command from sb to do something □ 
Don't talk to them again without my say-so, OK? 

SBA (abbr of Small Business Administration) n 
the SBA a US government organization that 
gives loans and advice to small businesses. 

SBS {abbr of Special Broadcasting Service) « in 
Australia, a national television channel that 
offers a wide range of programs in foreign 
languages and a good coverage of interna¬ 
tional news. 

s/c GB abbr of self-contained. 

SC o n abbr of Supreme Court, o abbr of 
South Carolina. 

scab [skaeb] n -1. [on somebody's skin] a hard 
surface that forms on a wound when blood 
does. -2. industry a person who continues 
to work in a place when other workers 
there are on strike (disapproving use). 

scabby ['skaebi] {compar scabbier, super! scabbi¬ 
est) adj [skin, face] that is covered in scabs. 

scabies ['skeibiiz] n a disease of the skin th; 
is spread very easily and causes scabs an 
itching. 

scaffold ['skaefould] n -1. a framework mad 
of scaffolding □ a scaffold pole. -2. a platfori 
on which criminals are hanged or beheadec 

scaffolding ['skaflaldig] « metal tubes an 
wooden boards that form a framework fc 
builders to climb up in order to reach th 
higher parts of buildings. 

scalawag ['skaebwieg] us, scallywag gb ['skae 
jwsg] n a person, often a child, who be 
haves badly but does not cause any harr 
(humorous use) □ You young scalawag! 

scald [skoild] o „ a wound on one’s ski 
caused by very hot liquid or steam, o , 
[hand arm, person] to burn <sb/sthg> wit 
very hot liquid or steam. 

scalding ['skoddii]] o adj [liquid, coffee) 
not. o adv scalding hot very hot. 

very 

scale [skeil] o n -1. a set of numbers between 
two fixed limits that is used to measure 
something □ a pay/salary scale □ How would 
you rate their service on a scale of one to ten? 
-2. [of a ruler, thermometer] a series of mark¬ 
ings that show a particular system of meas¬ 
urements □ the Centigrade scale. -3. [of a proj¬ 

ect, task] the size or extent of something □ 
The sheer scale of the Pyramids is impressive 
even today. □ The speed and the scale of the 
changes have astonished most people. □ They en¬ 
tertain on a grand scale. -4. [of a map, model] 

the relationship, expressed as a ratio of two 
numbers, between the size of an actual 
thing and the size of the map, model etc 
that represents it □ The scale of the map is I to 
50,000. ■ to be to scale [drawing, model] to be 
a copy that is smaller than the real thing, 
but that shows the relative size of all the 
parts accurately □ The drawing is not to scale. □ 
The building is shown to scale. -5. music a se¬ 
quence of notes played or sung one after 
the other in order □ Marta was practicing her 
scales. -6. [on a fish, snake] one of the small, 
flat, hard plates forming part of the skin of 
some animals □ a fish scale. -7. us = scales, 
o comp a scale model/diagram a model/ 
diagram of something that is smaller than 
the real thing, but shows all the parts at the 
right size relative to each other, 
o vt -1. [cliff, mountain] to climb up <sthg 
very high and steep>; [wall, fence] to climb 
over <sthg very steep>. -2. [salmon, trout] to 
remove the scales from <a fish>. 

♦ scales npl a piece of equipment for weigh¬ 
ing food, an object, or oneself □ kitchen/ 
bathroom scales. 

♦ scale down vt sep to scale sthg down [in¬ 
vestment, operation, activity] to reduce sthg to 
a smaller size or extent □ a scaled-down ver¬ 
sion of the original plan. 

scallion ['skadmn] n US an onion with a long 
green stem, usually eaten raw in salad. 

scallop [us 'skaelsp, gb 'skol-] « a shellfish that 
can be eaten and that has a shell in two 
halves shaped like fans. 

scallywag n GB = scalawag. 

scalp [skaelp] o n -1. the skin on the top of 
one s head. -2. the hair and skin from the 
top of somebody’s head, removed from a 
dead person by a Native American warrior 
in the past as a sign of victory, o vt to re¬ 
move the scalp from <sb>. 

scalpel ['skaelpl] « an instrument with a thin 
sharp blade, used by a surgeon for cutting 
through skin. 6 

■ - —i ■* a pcisun wno ouys 
tickets for concerts, the theater etc and sells 
them to other people at much higher prices, 

scam [skaem] n a way of making money that 
involves tricking people (informal use) □ an in¬ 
surance scam □ The whole thing's a scam. 

scamp [skaemp] n a child who behaves badly but 
does not cause any harm (old-fashioned use), 

scamper ['skaimpor] vi [child, dog] to run with 
short steps □ The little girl scampered up the 
steps and disappeared into the house. 
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scampi ['skaempi] n GB large prawns that are 
often served in breadcrumbs or in batter. 

scan [skaen] (pt & pp scanned, cont scanning) 
o vt -1. (area, crowd, map] to look at <sthg> 
carefully or anxiously, usually hoping to see 
somebody or something in particular □ She 
scanned the hillside through binoculars, looking 
for any sign of movement. -2. [page, letter, news¬ 

paper] to read <sthg> quickly to find out the 
main information that it contains □ He 
scanned the report rapidly and wrote a couple of 
comments in the margin. -3. medicine & tech¬ 

nology [body, organ, area] to examine <sthg> 
using electron, laser, or radar beams that 
produce an image of it on a screen □ They 
scanned his liver to check for signs of disease. 
-4. computing [text, barcode] to record the in¬ 
formation contained in <sthg> by passing a 
photoelectric beam over it and sending the 
information to a computer system □ The 
checkout girl scans each item, 
o vi -1. literature [line, poem] to fit the 
rhythmical pattern correcdy □ The last line 
doesn't scan. -2. computing to record the in¬ 
formation contained in something by pass¬ 
ing a photoelectric beam over it. 
o « medicine & technology an act of scan¬ 
ning something using electronic or radar 
equipment; the image or picture produced in 
this way o a brain/body scan □ a radar scan. 

scandal ['skaendl] n -1. a situation in which 
people finds out about something that 
shocks and angers them, usually because 
they do not think it is morally acceptable □ 
If the public finds out, there could be a scandal. □ 
a political scandal involving senior figures. -2. 
rumors or gossip about bad things that peo¬ 
ple are thought to have done o She's been 
spreading scandal about her boss. -3. to be a 
scandal to be unacceptable to people and 
make them angry □ The prices they charge are 
an absolute scandal. 

scandalize, -ise ['skaendlaiz] vt to make <sb> 
feel very shocked and angry □ I was scandal¬ 
ized by their behavior. 

scandalous ['skaendtas] adj -1. [behavior, affair] 
that scandalizes people □ The way he spoke to 
them was absolutely scandalous! -2. [report, arti¬ 
cle, rumor] that spreads gossip or publicizes a 
scandal □ / refuse to believe these scandalous 
rumors! -3. [waste, price, treatment] completely 
unacceptable □ It is scandalous that we should 
be kept waiting so long. 

Scandinavia [.sksnda'nervja] a region of north¬ 
ern Europe, including Norway, Sweden, Den¬ 
mark, and often Finland and Iceland. 

Scandinavian [.skaenda'neivjan] n & adj: see 

Scandinavia. 

scanner [’skasnar] n -1. technology a device 
that sends and receives radar signals n a ra¬ 
dar scanner. -2. medicine a device, especially 
one using ultrasonic waves, used to scan 
parts of the body to check for signs of dis¬ 
ease □ a brain/body scanner. -3. computing a 
device that reads texts or codes by passing a 
photoelectric beam over them and sends the 
information to a computer system. 

scant [sklent] adj scant attention/evidence etc 
very little attention/evidence etc □ Andy 
showed scant interest in what was being said. 

scanty (‘skaenti] (compar scantier, superl scanti¬ 
est) adj -1. [amount, supply, stock] that is 
smaller than the amount that is desirable □ 
We had used up most of our scanty supply of 
fuel. □ The information available is scanty. 
-2. [dress, clothing] that does not cover much 
of one’s body □ She was wearing a scanty little 
dress. 

scapegoat ['skeipgout] n somebody who is 
blamed for something, even though it was 
not their fault, or not only their fault □ 
They're making her a scapegoat for the whole 
sleazy mess. 

scar [ska:r] (pt & pp scarred, cont scarring) o « 

-1. [on somebody's skin] a mark left on one’s 
skin after a wound has healed □ scar tissue □ 
He had a long thin scar above his eye. □ Do you 
think it'll leave a scar? -2. [in somebody’s mind] 

something in one’s character or mood that 
shows that one has been affected by an un¬ 
pleasant experience □ She still bears the 
emotional/mental scars. 
o vt -1. to be scarred [face, skin] to have one 
or several scars; [landscape, surface] to be 
damaged by cutting or marking □ She was 
badly scarred in the accident. □ The hill was now 
scarred by a huge quarry. -2. [person] to make 
<sb> unhappy, upset etc about something 
for the rest of their life □ Bad childhood experi¬ 
ences can scar people for life. 

scarce ['skears] adj -1. [food, materials, informa¬ 

tion] that is difficult to find or get enough of 
□ Water is scarce in this region. -2. to make 
oneself scarce to go away in order to avoid 
trouble (informal use) □ I'd better make myself 
scarce before Larry gets here. 

scarcely |'skeorslr] adv hardly □ / scarcely ever 
go there now. □ The outlook is scarcely promis¬ 
ing. □ She had scarcely finished eating when they 
arrived. 

scarcity ['skears3ti] n [of materials, food, informa¬ 

tion] see scarce. 

scare [skear] on-1. an experience that makes 
one feel frightened □ You gave me such a 
scare when you jumped out at me like that! -2. a 
situation in which a lot of people feel that 
they are in danger from a particular thing □ 
a bomb scare □ a health scare, o vt [person] to 
make <sb> feel frightened or worried □ It 
scares me when you say things like that. 

♦ scare away, scare off vt sep -1. to scare 
sb/sthg away or off [thief, animal] to make sb/ 
sthg go away by scaring them. -2. to scare 
sb away or off [customers, voters] to stop sb 
from wanting to support or do business 

with one. 
scarecrow ['skearkrou] n a model in the shape 

of a man that is put in a field to keep birds 
away from crops. 

scared ['skeard] adj [person] who is frightened 
or worried about something □ He looked at 
me with a scared expression. □ / was scared that 
somebody might recognize me. □ She's scared of 
him/the dark. □ I'm not scared of admitting it. □ 
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Julian was too scared to look. ■ to be scared 
stiff or to death to be extremely scared, 

scaremongering ['skeatriArigarig] n the act of 
deliberately spreading worrying stories in 
order to frighten people, 

scarey ['skeari] adj = scary, 

scarf ['ska:rf] (pi scarfs or scarves) n a long or 
square piece of material that is worn around 
one’s neck or head for warmth or decora¬ 
tion □ a silk scarf. 

scarlet ['skaTlat] o adj bright red □ scarlet ber¬ 
ries. o n a bright red color, 

scarlet fever n a very infectious disease that 
gives one a high temperature and a red rash 
on one’s face and body, 

scarves [ska:rvz] plural of scarf, 

scary ['skeari] (compar scarier, superl scariest) 
adj [situation, story, person] that makes one 
feel worried that something bad is going to 
happen (informal use) □ / saw a really scary 
movie last night. □ It was so scary when the 
lights went out. 

scathing ['skeidig] adj [person, criticism, attack] 

that is very critical of somebody or some¬ 
thing □ Mr Erodolov has launched a scathing at¬ 
tack on education standards. 

scatter ['skaetsr] o vt [clothes, paper, seeds] to 
throw or drop <things or pieces of some- 
thing> all over an area □ She scattered the 
coins over the table/on the floor, o vi [people, 

animals] to move away quickly in different 
directions □ The crowd scattered in all direc¬ 
tions. 

♦ scatter around, scatter about vt sep to 
scatter sthg around or about [books, clothes] to 
scatter sthg randomly or untidily over a 
large area. 

scatterbrained ['skaet3rbreind] adj [person] who 
is disorganized and often forgets things, 

scattered ['skaet3rd] adj -l. [rubbish, clothing] 

that is spread all over the surface of some¬ 
thing, e.g. the ground, in an untidy way □ 
There were books scattered all over the floor. 
-2. [towns, people] that are found in several 
places; [showers, clouds] that affect different 
parts of the country at different times □ 
There were a few houses, scattered here and 
there along the way. □ warm sunshine with scat¬ 
tered showers. 

scattering t'skaetariij] n a scattering of sthg [of 
houses, snow, dust] a small number of things 
or amount of something spread over a wide 
area □ There was a light scattering of snow on 
the hills. 

scavenge ['skaevind3] o vt -1. [animal, bird] ■ 
collect <food> from rubbish, dead anima 
etc in order to eat it. -2. [person] to colle 
<things that people have thrown away> 
order to use them, o vi -1. [animal, bird] Son 
cats had been scavenging for food in the garbai 
cans. -2. [person] She was scavenging in t'l 
wastepaper basket for old envelopes. 

scavenger [,skteymd3a>] n -1. an animal ( 
lrd that gets its food by scavenging -2 

person who collects useful things that oth, 
people have thrown away. 

scenario [US sa'naerioo, GB -'nair-l (pi scenarios) 
n -1. cinema, rv, & theater a description of 
the plot and characters in a movie or play. 
-2. [in the future] a possible situation or se¬ 
quence of events that might happen in the 
future □ If we go ahead with the deal, there are 
two possible scenarios. ■ the worst-case sce¬ 
nario the worst thing that could possibly 
happen. 

scene [siinj n -1. [in a play, movie, book] a part 
of a story that deals with particular events 
and characters in a particular place; one of 
the numbered parts that each act of a play 
is divided into □ There's a dramatic scene 
where they drive over a cliff. □ Then, in scene 3, 
he decides to kill her. m behind the scenes off 
the stage, in a place where the audience 
cannot see what is happening; secretly □ a 
behind-the-scenes look at the making of a soap 
opera □ We don't know what compromises may 
have been reached behind the scenes. ■ to set 
the scene to tell somebody about a situation 
to make it easier for them to understand 
what happened or happens in it later □ Now 
over to our commentator at the City Hall who will 
set the scene. ■ to set the scene for sthg [for 

an event, development, crisis] to be a prepara¬ 
tion for sthg that will happen later □ The 
riots that summer set the scene for the revolution 
which took place two years later. -2. [of confu¬ 

sion, calm! something that one sees, e.g. an 
event or a place, that has a particular quality 
□ The area near the bomb blast was a scene of 
devastation. □ There were angry scenes as pro¬ 
testers clashed with police, p Picture the scene 
as the news is brought to the anxious relatives. 
-3. art a painting, drawing etc of a particu¬ 
lar kind of place □ a beautiful winter scene by 
Van Neulen. -4. [of a crime, incident, crash] the 
place where something has happened □ Po¬ 
lice and firemen rushed to the scene. □ at the 
scene of the crime. ■ on the scene at the place 
where something has recently happened □ 
The emergency services were on the scene with¬ 
in minutes, m a change of scene a move to a 
different place or a different type of activity 
□ She's been very tense lately, I think a change 
of scene might help. -5. the music/political etc 
scene the activities, events, and people in¬ 
volved in music/politics etc in a particular 
place, b it's not my scene I don’t enjoy this 
kind of thing (informal use) □ / don't enjoy 
clubs, they're not really my scene. -6. [in public] 

an embarrassing incident or argument that 
happens in public □ Calm down please, we 
don t want a scene in the restaurant, m to make 
a scene to shout, argue, complain etc loudly 
in front of other people in an embarrassing 
way □ Please, Emma, don't make a scene in 
front of the children. 

scenery [’siinan] n -1. the way the land, wa- 

tef» and plants in a place look, especially 
when this is attractive □ Scotland's mountain 
scenery. -2. theater the painted background, 
furnishings etc that make a stage look like a 
particular type of place. 

scenic [‘simik] adj [view, place, 

that has beautiful scenery. 
surroundings] 
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scenic route « a route that goes through 
beautiful scenery. 

scent [sent] o n -1. [of a flower] an attractive 
smell; [of an animal] a smell that an animal 
produces to attract a mate, mark its territory 
etc □ This rose has a very delicate scent. □ The 
animal leaves its scent on nearby trees. -2. to be 
on the scent of sb/sthg to be following a trail 
of signs, clues etc that leads to sb/sthg □ 
Once again, Holmes was on the scent of another 
mysterious crime. ■ to throw or put sb off the 
scent to give sb false signs, clues etc so that 
they cannot follow or catch one □ If we cross 
the river, that should put them off the scent. 
-3. [for a person] perfume. 

o vt -1. [animal] to know that there is <food, 
prey, or danger> by smelling it. -2. [person] 
to sense <danger, victory> etc. 

scented [’sentsd] adj [notepaper, handkerchief] 
that has perfume on it; [air, garden] that has 
the scent of flowers in it. 

scepter US, sceptre GB [’sept3r] n a rod carried 
by a king or queen at official ceremonies as 
a symbol of their power, 

sceptic etc GB = skeptic etc. 

sceptre n GB = scepter. 

schedule [US 'sked3u:l, GB 'Jedjud] o „ [0f 
visits, appointments, work] a plan showing the 
times or dates when particular things should 
happen □ Senator Brown has a very tight sched¬ 
ule, but he will try to fit you in. □ We've drawn up 
a schedule for the first stage of the rebuilding 
work, m (according) to schedule at the time or 
at the speed planned in the schedule □ Work 
is proceeding to schedule. □ If everything goes 
according to schedule, we'll be there by tomor¬ 
row. ■ ahead of schedule earlier than planned 
□ We finished/arrived ahead of schedule. ■ be¬ 
hind schedule later than planned □ We're a lit¬ 
tle behind schedule at the moment. ■ on sched¬ 
ule at the time that was planned □ We ar¬ 
rived, right on schedule, at 19:00 hours. -2. [of 
prices, conditions, contents] a written list that 
is official □ Here is our schedule of charges. 
o vt [meeting, conference] to plan <sthg> to 
happen at a particular time □ The meeting 
was scheduled for January 14. □ We're scheduled 
to leave for Tokyo right after the conference. 

scheduled flight [us ,sked3u:ld-, GB Jedjudd-] n 
a flight that an airline makes regularly ac¬ 
cording to a published timetable. 
NOTE: Compare charter flight, 

schematic [skii'maetik] adj [diagram, representa¬ 
tion] that shows in a simple way how some¬ 
thing complicated works, 

scheme [ski:m] o « -1. [by a person] a plan, es¬ 
pecially one that is dishonest or unlikely to 
succeed (disapproving use) □ He has some crazy 
scheme for raising the money. -2. GB [by a gov¬ 
ernment] a set of official arrangements, plans, 
or activities, usually designed to help a large 
number of people □ a pension/welfare scheme 
□ a hydroelectric scheme to provide power to ru¬ 
ral areas. -3. [of decoration] = color scheme. 
-4. in the scheme of things when everything 
is taken into consideration □ It wasn't, in the 
general scheme of things, a very significant event. 

o vt to scheme to do sthg to plan secretly or 
dishonesdy to do sthg (disapproving use) □ 
They were scheming to cut her out of the will, 
o vi [person, organization] to make plans, es¬ 
pecially secret or dishonest ones (disapprov¬ 
ing use). 

scheming ['skiimnj] adj [politician, villain] who 
tries to get what they want by deceiving 
people (disapproving use) □ What a scheming lit¬ 
tle devil! 

schism ['skizm] n a disagreement about beliefs 
in a church or other large organization that 
leads to it splitting into two groups (formal 
use). 

schizophrenia [.skitss'frimjs] ti a serious men¬ 
tal illness in which somebody cannot tell 
what is real and what is imaginary and does 
not react in the normal way to other people, 

schizophrenic [,skits3'fremk] o adj [person] 

who is suffering from schizophrenia, o « a 
schizophrenic person. 

schlepp fflep] (informal use) o vf to drag or 
carry <sthg heavy> □ I'm not schlepping this 
suitcase all over town, o vi [person] to walk or 
travel a long way, usually in a tired or un¬ 
happy way □ / wasted the whole afternoon 
schlepping around Toronto. 

schmal(t)z [Jmodts] n [in a movie, song, book] 

the quality of being too sentimental, usually 
in an insincere way (informal use) □ His new 
musical is pure schmat(t)z. 

schmuck [JmAk] n US a person who one 
thinks is stupid and annoying (informal use), 

scholar ['skt>tar] n -1. [in history, literature] a per¬ 
son who knows a lot about an academic 
subject □ a Greek/Latin scholar. -2. [at a univer¬ 

sity] a person who has won a scholarship, 

scholarship [‘sknIorJrp] n -1. an amount of 
money given to a gifted student to help 
them continue their studies □ She won a 
scholarship to go to Egypt. -2. expert knowl¬ 
edge in an academic subject □ a department 
with a high level of scholarship. 

scholastic [sks'laestik] adj [ability, achievement, 

work] that is connected with education and 
school subjects (formal use), 

school [skuil] n -1. [for children] a place where 
people, especially children, are educated; the 
people who work and study in this place; 
the time during which people are in this 
place □ He left school at sixteen, n What did you 
do at school today? □ She went to a very good 
school. □ The whole school came to see the 
show. □ a school trip/play □ school fees □ School 
finishes at 3:30 pm. -2. [in a university] a depart¬ 
ment of a university where a particular 
group of subjects is studied □ the School of 
Engineering/Modern Languages ■ the School of 
the Air in Australia, an education service 
that gives lessons to pupils in remote areas, 
using two-way radios. -3. [for art, law medi¬ 

cine] an institution where a particular subject 
or skill is taught □ She's hoping to go to art/ 
law/medical school. -4. US a university □ / finish 
school this year. -5. zoology a large group of 
fish or sea animals that are swimming to¬ 
gether □ a school of dolphins. 
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school age n the age from which all children 
in a particular country must go to school, 

schoolbook ['skuilbuk] n a textbook for use in 
school. 

schoolboy ['skuilbai] n a boy who goes to 
school. 

school bus n a bus that takes children from 
their homes to their school and back, 

schoolchild ['skuiltjaild] (pi schoolchildren) n a 
child who goes to school, 

schooldays f'skuildeiz] npl the period in 
somebody’s life when they are at school, 

school dinner n gb = school lunch, 

school district « US an area in a state in 
which all the public schools are controlled 
by the same organization, 

schoolgirl [’sku:lg3:rl] n a girl who goes to 
school. 

schooling fskuilir)] rt the education that one 
gets at a school. 

schoolkid ['skudkid] n a schoolchild (informal 
use). 

school-leaver [-li:var] n GB a young person 
who has just finished or is soon going to 
finish their school education, 

school-leaving age [-'lfivig-] « the age at 
which children are legally allowed to leave 
school. 

school lunch n us a lunch served to children 
at school. 

schoolmaster [US 'skudmaestar, GB -maista] n a 
male schoolteacher (old-fashioned use), 

schoolmistress ['skudmistras] n a female 
schoolteacher (old-fashioned use), 

school of arts n AUS a hall in a country town 
where local people can study and take edu¬ 
cational classes. 

school of thought n a set of ideas about 
something; the group of people who have 
these particular ideas □ According to one 
school of thought, a glass of wine every day is 
good for the health. 

school report n a report in which a teacher 
writes about a student’s work, progress, be¬ 
havior etc at school during the term or year 
that has just finished. 

schoolroom ['sku:lru:m] « a room in which 
children are taught (old-fashioned use), 

school supplies np>l us a collective term for 
the paper, pens, pencils etc that school- 
children use at school. 

schoolteacher ['skudtiitJV] n a person whose 
job is to teach children in a school, 

school uniform n a set of clothes of a par¬ 
ticular color, design etc that all children at a 
particular school must wear. 

schoolwork ['skudw3rk] n the work that a 
child does at school or as homework. 

school year « the period when schools are 
open and students go to classes. 

schooner ['sku:nsr] « -l. shipping a sailing ship 
that usually has two masts and on which 
most of the sails face sideways. -2. GB a 
glass used for drinking sherry. -3. US & AUS 

a glass used for drinking beer that holds ap¬ 
proximately one pint. 

Schubert ['Ju:bart], Franz (1797-1828) an 
Austrian composer known for his songs and 
symphonies, especially the Unfinished Sym¬ 
phony. 

Schweitzer ['Jwaitsar], Albert (1875-1965) a 
German doctor who worked as a missionary 
in Africa. 

sciatica [sai'aetika] n severe pain in one’s low¬ 
er back and the top of one’s legs that is 
caused by pressure on a nerve, 

science ['saians] n -1. the study and knowl¬ 
edge of the things in the world and of how 
they work and behave □ the wonders of sci¬ 
ence □ a science teacher/class/degree. -2. a par¬ 
ticular branch of science, e.g. chemistry or 
physics □ The sciences were not my strong sub¬ 
jects at school. 

science fiction n a collective term for stories, 
e.g. in books, comics, or movies, about im¬ 
aginary events connected with life and tech¬ 
nology in the future, travel in outer space 
etc □ a science fiction writer/novel. 

science park n an area with buildings de¬ 
signed for companies that do scientific re¬ 
search to develop new products, 

scientific [.saian'tifik] adj [method, experiment] 
that is connected with science and usually 
involves using careful observation and ex¬ 
periments □ These claims are not supported by 
scientific proof. □ After years of scientific re¬ 
search, it seems a solution may be near. 

scientist ['saiantast] n a person who carries 
out scientific work or study, 

sci-fi ['saifai] n ahbr of science fiction. 

Scillies [ siliz] = Scilly Isles. 

Scilly Isles ['sili-]: the Scilly Isles a group of 
British islands off the southwestern coast of 
England, size: 16 sq kms. population: 2,628 
(Scillonians). capital: Hugh Town, 

scintillating ['sintaleitirj] adj [person, conversa¬ 

tion, script] that is very intelligent, interest¬ 
ing, and impressive □ It was a scintillating de¬ 
bate to watch. 

scissors ['sizarz] npl a tool designed to cut pa¬ 
per, string etc that consists of two movable 
blades that are joined in the middle and 
have two holes for one’s thumb and finger 
at one end □ a pair of scissors. 

sclerosis [skb'rousas] n a disease in which 
one’s body tissue becomes hard, 

scoff [skof] vi to talk about something in a 
way that shows one does not take it seri¬ 
ously □ They scoffed at the idea when I first pro¬ 
posed it. 

scold [skould] vt to speak angrily to <sb> to 
tell them they have done something wrong 
□ We were scolded for missing school. 

scone [skoun] n a small soft cake, sometimes 
containing dried fruit, that is usually eaten 
with butter and jam. 

scoop [sku:p] o K .1. a tool like a small shov¬ 
el tor lifting flour, sugar etc; a deep round 
spoon that is used to serve food such as 
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ice cream; the amount of something that 
can be held in this □ Two scoops of vanilla, 
please. -2. an important story that one news¬ 
paper or magazine publishes before every¬ 
body else □ The Pinochet story was a real 
scoop, o vt -1. [water, sand, earth] to pick up 
<sthg> by holding one’s hands together to 
contain it □ He scooped up a handful of soil. 
-2. [ice cream, sugar, coffee] to pick up <sthg> 
using a scoop □ She scooped ice cream into the 
bowl. 

♦ scoop out vr sep to scoop sthg out [ice 

cream, melon] to remove sthg from a contain¬ 
er, shell, skin etc using one’s hand, a scoop 
etc □ Cut the zucchinis in half and scoop out the 
flesh. 

scoot [skurt] vi [person] to go somewhere 
quickly (informal use) o Two o'clock already! I'll 
have to scoot! 

scooter ['sku:t3r] n -1. a toy that a child rides 
by holding the handlebars, placing one foot 
on a flat board between two small wheels, 
and pushing against the ground with the 
other foot. -2. a motorcycle with small 
wheels that is not very powerful and has a 
shield in front of the rider’s legs. 

scope [skoup] n -1. [for development, originality] 

the opportunity for something good to hap¬ 
pen □ This job doesn't offer much scope for an 
ambitious young man. □ It's a good paper, but I 
still see scope for improvement. -2. [of an investi¬ 

gation, report] the range of things that are 
dealt with by something □ Unfortunately, that 
area is beyond the scope of our inquiry. 

scorch [sko:rtJ"] o vt -1. [clothes, skin, food] to 
bum the surface of <sthg> slighdy, with the 
result that it gets darker and is damaged □ / 
scorched myself on the iron. -2. [grass, fields] to 
make <plants> become dry and brown be¬ 
cause it is too hot □ the land scorched by a 
long, hot summer, o vi [clothes, food, grass] to 
become scorched □ Silk scorches easily. 

scorched earth policy [,sko:rt;t ] n the prac¬ 
tice of destroying things in an area, e.g. 
crops or buildings, in order to stop enemy 
soldiers from using them. 

scorcher [lsko:rtJ'3r] n a very hot day (informal 
use). 

scorching [,sko:rtJ'ir)] (informal use) o adj [day, 
weather, sun] very hot. o adv scorching hot 
very hot □ It was scorching hot outside. 

score [sko:r] o vt -1. sport [goal, point] to gain 
<sthg> in a game or competition. -2. [suc¬ 

cess, victory, total] to achieve <sthg> □ / felt 
we had scored a moral victory over them. -3. to 
score points to get an advantage over some¬ 
body, especially in an argument □ She's al¬ 
ways trying to score points on minor issues. 
-4. [paper, table] to make a mark on the sur¬ 
face of <sthg> by using a sharp object □ 
Somebody had scored a line across the page. 
o vi sport to gain a goal, point etc □ Evans 
scored in the final minute. 
on-1. sport [in a game, competition] a set of 

numbers that show how many points, goals 
etc each team or player has scored, especial¬ 
ly at the end of the game or competition □ 

The half-time score was 1-0. -2. [of a player, stu¬ 

dent] the result of one person in a game, 
competition, or test, represented by a figure 
□ Jamie got the highest score in math. -3. a 
score twenty (old-fashioned use). -4. music [of 

a symphony, concerto] a written piece of mu¬ 
sic showing the notes played or sung by 
each instrument or person; [for a movie, musi¬ 

cal] the music that is written to be played 
during a movie or musical. -5. phrase on that 
score in relation to the subject that has just 
been mentioned □ You have nothing to worry 
about on that score. 

♦ scores npl scores of people/things a lot of 
people/things □ We've had scores of complaints 
from customers. 

♦ score out vt sep to score sthg out GB [word, 

line] to remove sthg from a text, list etc by 
drawing a line through it □ She had scored 
out my name and written hers instead. 

scoreboard ['sko:rbo:rd] n a board that shows 
the number of goals, points etc scored by 
the teams or players in a game or competi¬ 
tion. 

scorecard ['sko:rka:rd] n a card on which a 
player or spectator can keep a note of the 
scores during a game or competition. 

score-draw n in soccer, the result of a game 
in which both teams score the same number 
of goals. 

scorer ['sko:r3r] « -1. a person who keeps the 
official record of the points each player or 
team scores in a game or competition. -2. a 
player who scores a goal, point etc. 

scorn [sko:rn] On a feeling of hatred or disap¬ 
proval that one feels for somebody or some¬ 
thing that one believes to be worthless □ He 
gave them a look filled with scorn. ■ to pour 
scorn on sb/sthg to criticize sb/sthg severely 
□ Beth poured scorn on the idea that we should 
apologize, o vt -1. [person, weakness, coward¬ 

ice] to show or feel scorn for <sb/sthg>. 
-2. [offer, help] to reject <sthg> because one 
disapproves of it (formal use). 

scornful ['sko:rnfl] adj [laugh, remark, person] 

that shows scorn □ She was scornful of their 
efforts to educate themselves. 

Scorpio ['skodpiou] (pi Scorpios) n a sign of 
the zodiac, usually represented by a scorpi¬ 
on; a person bom under this sign between 
October 23 and November 21. 

scorpion ['skodpisn] « a small animal found in 
hot countries that has eight legs and a tail 
with a poisonous sting at the end. 

Scot [skDt] n a person who comes from Scot¬ 
land. 

scotch [skDtJ] vt [idea, rumor] to put an end to 
<sthg> in a very definite way □ Her agent 
scotched any hopes we had of an interview. 

Scotch « whiskey made in Scotland; a glass 
or drink of this whiskey □ A double Scotch, 
please. -2. = Scotch tape. 

Scotch broth « a thick soup that is made 
from vegetables, barley, and mutton or beef. 

Scotch egg « a hard-boiled egg that is cov- 
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ered with meat and breadcrumbs, fried, and 
eaten cold. 

Scotch tape™ h US a roll of thin material 
that is sticky on one side, is usually trans¬ 
parent, and is used to fix things such as pa¬ 
per or card to other things. 

scot-free adj to get off scot-free to get no 
punishment after doing something wrong 
(informal use). 

Scotland ['skDtbnd] a country in the United 
Kingdom, north of England, size: 78,800 sq 
kms. population: 5,130,000 (Scots), capital: 

Edinburgh, language: English. 

W SCOTLAND 
Although Scotland has been part of the UK 
since 1707, it still has its own legal system, 
educational system, and money (a Scottish 
pound has the same value as a pound ster¬ 
ling, and can be used anywhere in the UK). 
Gaelic, the ancient Scottish language, is still 
spoken in some parts of northwest Scodand. 
Some Scottish people would like Scodand to 
be an independent country again, with its 
own government. 

Scotland Yard n = New Scotland Yard. 

Scots [skDts] o adj-. see Scotland □ Scots law □ 
a Scots accent, o n the form of English spo¬ 
ken in some parts of Scotland. 

Scotsman ['skDtsman] (f>l Scotsmen [-man]) « a 
man who comes from Scodand. 

Scotswoman ['skDtswuman] {pi Scotswomen) 
« a woman who comes from Scodand. 

Scott [skot], Dred (1795?-1858) a black US 
slave who went to court to claim the right 
to be a free citizen and lost his case. 

Scott, Robert Falcon (1868-1912) a British 
explorer who led the second expedition to 
reach the South Pole but died on the way back. 
He is also called Scott of the Antarctic. 

Scott, Sir Walter (1771-1832) a Scottish writ¬ 
er famous for his historical novels such as 
Ivanhoe and Rob Roy. 

Scottish ['skmij] adj: see Scotland □ The Scot¬ 
tish Tourist Board. 

Scottish National Party n the Scottish Na¬ 
tional Party a political party that wants inde¬ 
pendence for Scotland. 

scoundrel ['skaondral] n an evil or dishonest 
person (old-fashioned use). 

scour ['skauad vt -1. [pot, pan, surface) to clean 
<sthg> by rubbing it with something that 
has a rough surface. -2. [countryside, country, 

area] to search <a place> carefully and com¬ 
pletely □ Police scoured the woods for evidence. 

scourer ['skaurod n a small ball or pad of ny¬ 
lon or wire that is used for cleaning pots 
and pans. 

scourge [sk3:rd3] n -1. something that causes 
great suffering or hardship to many people □ 
the scourge of war/disease. -2. the scourge of 
sthg [of a group, movement, activity] the person 
who is most critical of sthg □ /\s leader, he 
came to be regarded as the scourge of the Left. 

Scouse [skaus] « (informal use) -1. a person 

who comes from Liverpool. -2. the accent or 
dialect of people from Liverpool. 

scout [skaut] n military a soldier, plane etc 
that is sent ahead of an army, fleet etc to 
find out where the enemy is. 

♦ Scout n a boy who is a member of an or¬ 
ganization that aims to develop outdoor sur¬ 
vival skills and community spirit in young 
people. 

♦ scout around vi to look for something that 
one needs in a particular area □ I'll just go and 
scout around for a phone booth. 

scoutmaster [US 'skaotmaestar, GB -maista] n an 
adult in charge of a group of Scouts. 

scowl [skaul] o vi to look at somebody in an 
angry way □ He scowled at me and told me to 
go away, o n the expression on somebody’s 
face when they scowl □ "Co away," he said 
with a scowl. 

scrabble ['skrsebl] vi -1. to crawl or climb with 
quick irregular movements of one’s arms 
and legs □ Esther just managed to scrabble to 
the top of the cliff. -2. to scrabble at sthg to 
scratch sthg with short quick movements □ / 
could hear the dog scrabbling at the kitchen door. 
-3. [in a box, drawer] to search for something 
by moving one’s fingers around quickly, 
usually among a number of things □ She was 
scrabbling around in the dark for her glasses. 

Scrabble™ n a game in which players place 
small squares marked with letters on a 
board in order to form words. 

scraggy ['skraegi] (compar scraggier, superl scrag¬ 
giest) adj [horse, neck] that is very thin and 
bony, and is not pleasant to look at (informal 
use). 

scram [skram] (pt & pp scrammed, cont scram¬ 
ming) vi to go away quickly to avoid trouble 
(informal use). 

scramble ['skraembl] o vi -t. to crawl or climb 
quickly using one’s arms and legs a lot □ He 
scrambled up the wall/along the bank. -2. to 
scramble for sthg [people] to rush in an un¬ 
controlled way at the same time to get or 
reach sthg. o n the act of scrambling for 
something or to get somewhere □ There was 
a scramble for tickets/for the door. 

scrambled eggs fiskrambld-] npl a dish con¬ 
sisting of eggs, milk, and butter, beaten and 
then stirred over heat until they are solid. 

scrambler [‘skrasmbla1) n an electronic device 
that makes it impossible for the words in a 
radio or telephone message to be under¬ 
stood unless one uses another device. 

scrap [skraep] (pt & pp scrapped, cont scrap¬ 
ping) o n -l. [of paper, material] a very small 
piece of something; [of evidence, information, a 

conversation] a very small amount of some¬ 
thing □ I made a card out of some old scraps. ■ 
it won t make a scrap of difference it will 
make no difference at all. -2. [from cars, .ma¬ 

chines] waste metal for recycling □ We'll sell 
the> car for scrap. -3. [between people] a short 
fight or quarrel (informal use) □ Joseph is al¬ 
ways getting into scraps with his brother. 

0 vf -1. [car, ship] to get rid of <sthg> so that 
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its materials can be used again. -2. [plan, idea] 

to decide not to continue with <sthg>. 

♦ scraps npl pieces of food that have been 
cooked or prepared but not eaten □ We 
saved some scraps for the dog. 

scrapbook [’skraepbuk] n a book with blank 
pages in which one sticks pictures, news¬ 
paper cuttings etc that one wants to keep. 

scrap dealer « a person who buys and sells 
scrap metal. 

scrape [skreip] o vt -1. to scrape sthg off sthg 
[dirt, paint] to remove sthg from sthg by rub¬ 
bing it against a sharp or rough surface □ 
Scrape the mud off your boots. -2. [carrot, turnip) 

to remove the skin from <a vegetable>, by 
rubbing a sharp object against it □ He stood 
at the sink, scraping potatoes. -3. [car, knee, el¬ 

bow] to rub <sthg> against something rough 
or sharp so that it is damaged or marked; 
[rocks, wall] to mb against the surface of 
<sthg>, usually in a way that causes dam¬ 
age or injury □ ESenjy fell over and scraped his 
knee. □ The side of the car scraped the wall. 
o vi -1. to rub against something in a way 
that causes noise or damage □ That door 
scrapes on the floor every time you open it. □ The 
car scraped against the wall as I turned the cor¬ 
ner. -2. to try to save money by living very 
cheaply □ I'm sick of skimping and scraping! 
On-1. the noise made by scraping some¬ 
thing across a surface. -2. to get into a scrape 
to find oneself in a difficult or dangerous 
situation □ / got into a scrape with some of the 
local gangsters. 

♦ scrape by vi to have just enough money to 
live. 

♦ scrape through o vt fus to scrape through 
sthg [test, exam) to just succeed in passing 
sthg. o vi She hasn't done much work, but she 
should just about scrape through. 

♦ scrape together, scrape up vt sep to 
scrape sthg together or up [money, support, 
votes] to get or find enough of sthg that one 
needs, with difficulty □ See if you can scrape 
together enough eggs for an omelet. 

scraper ['skreipar] n a tool with a sharp edge 
for removing something, e.g. paint, wall¬ 
paper, or vegetable skin, by scraping. 

scrap heap n -1. a pile of waste material, espe¬ 
cially metal. -2. to be on the scrap heap to have 
been rejected because one is no longer needed 
or useful □ That was yet another good idea that end¬ 
ed up on the scrap heap. □ After twenty years' ser¬ 
vice I've just been thrown on the scrap heap. 

scrapings ['skreipigz] npl [in a container] small 
amounts of something that can only be re¬ 
moved by scraping; [of paint, paper, peel] 

small pieces of something that have been re¬ 
moved by scraping. 

scrap merchant n gb = scrap dealer. 

scrap metal n pieces of metal from broken or 
useless objects, collected for recycling. 

scrap paper n paper that has already been 
used but is kept for writing notes on or to 
make new paper. 

scrappy ['skraepi] (compar scrappier, superl 

scrappiest) adj [performance, game, piece of 
writing! that is not very good or well organ¬ 
ized □ It was a scrappy piece of work, not up to 
your usual standard. 

scrapyard ['sknepja:rd] n the place where a 
scrap dealer collects scrap metal, 

scratch [skraetJ] o n -1. [on skin, glass, wood] a 
slight cut on the surface of something that is 
made by a sharp object □ Don't worry, it's 
nothing serious, just a scratch. □ There's a small 
scratch on the right fender. -2. phrases to do 
sthg from scratch to do sthg from the begin¬ 
ning, without the help of any preparations 
made in advance □ She learned how to operate 
the machine from scratch in two days. □ / don't 
want to have to start everything again from 
scratch. ■ to be up to scratch to be good 
enough □ Half the candidates we interviewed 
simply weren't up to scratch, 
o vt -1. [skin, wood, car] to make a scratch on 

. the surface of <sthg> □ You can still see the 
mark where the cat scratched me. □ / scratched 
my wrist on the edge of the file. -2. [back, head] 

to move the ends of one’s nails over <part 
of one’s body>, usually because it itches □ / 
can't stop scratching myself. □ Duane was left 
scratching his head in disbelief, 
o vi -1. [branch, bramble, nail] to rub against 
something with something sharp in a way 
that makes a noise or causes slight damage; 
[wool, tag] to rub against and irritate one’s 
skin □ There was something scratching at the 
door. -2. [person] to rub part of one’s body 
with fingernails; [cat, dog] to rub part of its 
body with its claws □ Stop scratching or you’ll 
make it bleed. 

scratchcard ['skraet/ka:rd] n a small piece of 
card, used e.g. in lotteries, with a surface 
that can be removed by rubbing to show in¬ 
formation underneath. 

scratchpad ['skraetfpsed] n US a pad of paper 
for making rough notes, 

scratch paper « us = scrap paper, 

scratchy ['skraetJi] (compar scratchier, superl 
scratchiest) adj -1. [record] that one cannot 
hear properly because there are scratches on 
its surface □ a scratchy old recording of Billie 
Holiday. -2. (material, sweater, shirt] that has a 
rough surface which irritates one’s skin, 

scrawl [skroil] o « very untidy writing that is 
difficult to read □ / could barely make out her 
scrawl, o vt [message, note, word] to write 
<sthg> very quickly and untidily in a way 
that is difficult to read □ He had scrawled his 
name on the back of an envelope. 

scrawny [’skromr] (compar scrawnier, superl 
scrawniest) adj [person, animal, neck) that 
looks very thin and weak (disapproving use), 

scream [skri:m] o tt -1. [of fear, laughter] a loud 
high-pitched noise made by somebody who 
is very frightened, in pain etc □ / heard a loud 
scream from outside. □ Craig let out a scream of 
terror. -2. [of tires, brakes] a loud high-pitched 
noise. -3. to be a scream [person, event! to be 
very funny (informal use) □ The movie was an 
absolute scream, o vt [person] to say <sthg> 
with a scream □ "Help!" he screamed. □ The 
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crowd screamed its approval, o vi -1. [person] If 
you come any closer. I'll scream. □ They were all 
screaming with fear/rage/laughter. -2. [tires, 

brakes] to make a loud high-pitched noise, 

scree [skri:] n loose stones on the side of a 
mountain □ a scree slope. 

screech [skrirtj] o n -1. [of a person, bird] a 
harsh, loud, high-pitched cry. -2. [of tires, 

brakes, a car] a harsh, loud, high-pitched 
noise, o vt [person] to say <sthg> in a 
screech □ "Look out!" she screeched, o vi [per¬ 

son, bird, brakes] to make a screech □ The car 
screeched to a halt at the traffic lights. 

screen [skriin] o n -1. [of a computer, television] 

a glass surface on which an image appears; 
[in a cinema] a large flat piece of white ma¬ 
terial that moving pictures are shown on □ a 
television/computer screen □ The options are 
shown on the screen. ■ the screen a word 
used to refer to movies made for cinema □ It 
was her first appearance on the big screen. -2. [in 
an office, hospital) a large panel used to divide 
a space such as a room, or to give privacy or 
protection to somebody □ The priest's face 
was hidden behind the screen, 
o vt -1. [movie, program, event] to show 
<sthg> on a television or cinema screen □ 
The ceremony will be screened live in 30 coun¬ 
tries. -2. [house, garden] to make <sthg> diffi¬ 
cult to see by being in front of it □ The house 
was screened from view by a row of trees. 
-3. [person, face] to protect <sb/sthg>, espe¬ 
cially by keeping them covered □ He 
screened his eyes from the sun with his hand. □ 
She was screened from the protesters by a group 
of bodyguards. -4. [candidate, visitor, staff] to 
check if <sb> is suitable for something by 
asking them questions or finding out infor¬ 
mation about them, often for security rea¬ 
sons □ The guards are all screened by the CIA. 
-5. medicine to do tests on <people> to find 
out if they have a particular disease □ They 
screen all women over 40 for breast cancer. 

♦ screen off vt sep to screen sthg off [bed, part 
of room] to place a screen around sthg, 
usually to give privacy to somebody, 

screen door n a door consisting of wire that 
lets air into a building and keeps insects out. 

screen dump « the process of sending what 
is shown on a computer screen to a file or 
printer. 

screening ['skrimig] « [of a program, candidate, 
patient) see screen □ I've been invited to an ex¬ 
clusive screening of her new movie. □ There have 
been calls for increased screening for cancer of 
the prostate. 

screenplay ['skriinplei] n a script for a movie, 

screen print « a picture printed by forcing 
thick ink through a specially prepared piece 
of cloth. 

screen saver « a computer program that 
makes the screen blank or forms a pattern 
on it when a computer is switched on but 
not being used. 

screen test n a test in the form of a short 
scene that is filmed to find out if an actor is 
suitable to appear in a real movie. 

screenwriter [’skri:nrait3r] n a person who 
writes a screenplay. 

screw [skru:] o n a small, long, round piece of 
metal with a thin ridge around it that goes 
from top to bottom and a round flat head 
that has a slot across it so that it can be 
turned by a screwdriver in order to go 
through wood, plastic etc. 
o vt -1. to screw sthg to sthg to attach sthg 
to sthg with a screw □ The panel was screwed 
to the wall. -2. to screw sthg in/on etc to 
insert/attach etc sthg by turning it around □ 
Screw the cap down tightly. -3.T [person] to 
have sex with <sb> (vulgar use), 
o vi -1. to screw in/on etc [plug, top, lid] to be 
able to be inserted/attached etc by being 
turned □ It's easy, it just screws off. -2.T [peo¬ 

ple] to have sex (vulgar use). 
♦ screw up o vt sep -1. to screw sthg up [pa¬ 

per, letter] to squeeze sthg into an untidy 
ball; [one's face, eyes, mouth] to make the 
shape of sthg look smaller or strange by 
moving it in a particular way □ / screwed up 
the tickets and threw them away. □ She screwed 
her face up in disgust. -2. to screw sthg up 
[plan, arrangement, relationship] to ruin sthg by 
doing something stupid (informal use) □ 
I'm sorry, I really screwed up your evening, didn't 
I? o vi (informal use) "Oh boy, did I ever screw 
up this timer 

screwball [’skrurbail] n a person that one 
thinks is crazy or strange (informal use). 

screwdriver ['skru:draivar] « a metal tool with 
a handle and a small flat or cross-shaped tip 
that is used for turning screws. 

screwtop jar [,skru:top-] n a jar with a lid that 
one turns in order to take it off or put it on. 

screwy ['skruu] {compar screwier, superl screw¬ 
iest) adj [idea, situation] that one thinks is cra¬ 
zy (informal use). 

scribble ['skribl] o « words that are written 
quickly and are difficult to read □ Her signa¬ 
ture was just an illegible scribble, o vt [name, let¬ 

ter, message] to write <sthg> quickly and of¬ 
ten untidily □ She scribbled a note and pushed 
it under the door, o vi [person] to make mean¬ 
ingless marks with a pen or pencil □ The kids 
have scribbled all over the walls. 

scribe [skraib] n in the past, a person who 
wrote out copies of documents before print¬ 
ing was invented. 

scrimp [skrimp] vt to scrimp and save to try 
and spend as little money as possible in or¬ 
der to save money ,□ They had to scrimp and 
save to send their daughter to college. 

script [skript] n -1. [of a play, movie, broadcast] a 
written plan of what the people taking part 
in a performance, program etc have to say 
and do □ He s one of those actors who never 
sticks to the script. -2. [in a particular language] a 
set of letters used in a particular type of 
writing □ Arabic/Cyrillic/Gothic script. -3. [of 

somebody] handwriting in which the letters 
are joined together (formal use). 

scripted ['skriptad] adj [interview, speech, an¬ 

swer] that is given using a script. 
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Scriptures [’skriptJVz] npl the Scriptures the 
Bible. 

scriptwriter ['skriptraitaH n a person who 
writes the script for a movie or a radio or 
television program. 

scroll [skroul] o n a roll of paper with writing 
on it. o vt computing [information, text] to 
move <sthg> up, down, or across a screen. 

♦ scroll down vt computing to move the text 
that is displayed on a screen upward so that 
one is nearer to the end. 

♦ scroll up vi computing to move the text 
that is displayed on a screen downward so 
that one is nearer to the beginning. 

scroll bar n computing an area on a screen 
where one moves the cursor to scroll text. 

Scrooge [skru:d3] a character in Charles Dick¬ 
ens’ story A Christmas Carol. He is very 
selfish with money and dislikes Christmas, 

scrotum ['skroutam] (pi scrotums or scrota [-a]) 
« the bag of skin below the penis that con¬ 
tains the testicles. 

scrounge [skraund3] o vt (informal use) [money, 

food, cigarette) to try to get <sthg> by asking 
other people to give it to one, and not by 
working or paying for it oneself □ / 
scrounged some paperclips off the school secre¬ 
tary. o vi: He's always scrounging off me. 

scrounger ['skraund3ar] tt a person who 
scrounges (informal and disapproving use), 

scrub [skrAb] (pt & pp scrubbed, cont scrub¬ 
bing) o vt [floor, saucepan, hands] to clean 
<sthg> by rubbing it hard, e.g. with a brush 
or a scourer □ / scrubbed the bath clean, o n 
-1. the act of scrubbing something □ Give the 
floor/the saucepan/your face a good scrub. -2. 
low bushes that grow in poor soil; an area 
of land covered with these bushes, 

scrub brush us, scrubbing brush [ skrAbig ] 

GB « a brush without a handle, used for 
scrubbing floors and other dirty surfaces or 
objects. 

scruff [skrAf] « by the scruff of the neck hold¬ 
ing the back of the neck □ He picked me up 
by the scruff of the neck. 

scruffy ['skrAfi] (coinpar scruffier, superl scruffi¬ 
est) adj [person, clothes] that looks untidy and 
dirty □ a scruffy old pair of jeans. 

scrum(mage) ['skrAm(id3)] n in rugby, a situa¬ 
tion in which a group of players from each 
team hold onto each other, bend down, and 
push against the other team in order to get 
the ball. 

scrumptious ['skrAmpfss] adj (food, meal] that 
tastes very good (informal use), 

scrunch [skrAntf] vt to scrunch sthg (up) [can, 

envelope! to squeeze sthg into a smaller 
shape, especially with one’s hands (informal 
use). 

scrunchy ['skrAnt/i] (pi scrunchies) n a circular 
band of elastic material that is used for ty¬ 
ing back one’s hair in a pony tail, 

scruples ['skruiplz] npl beliefs that one has 
that make one not want to do something 
wrong □ Be careful — she has no scruples about 
spending other people's money. 

scrupulous [’skruipjalas] adj -1. to be scrupu¬ 
lous [person] to be very careful to do what is 
right or fair □ He is absolutely scrupulous about 
doing his accounts on time. -2. [attention, care, 

honesty] that somebody tries to make com¬ 
plete in every detail □ Irving applied the same 
scrupulous fairness to all his dealings with staff. 

scrupulously ['skruipjalasli] adv scrupulously 
honest/fair etc as honest/fair etc as possible 
d The bathroom was scrupulously clean. 

scrutinize, -ise ['skruitsnaiz] vt [text, report, 

face] to look at <sthg> very carefully □ The 
book will be scrutinized for details of the Prince's 
private life. 

scrutiny [’skruitsm] n careful examination □ 
His business activities have come under scrutiny 
from the press. 

scuba diving ['skuibs-] n the activity of swim¬ 
ming underwater using special equipment 
for breathing. 

scud [skAd] (pt & pp scudded, cont scudding) vi 
[cloud, bird, person] to move somewhere 
quickly (literary use). 

scuff [skAf] vf to damage <shoes, heels> etc 
by dragging them over a rough surface; to 
damage <fumiture, a floor> etc by scraping 
something against it. 

scuffle ['skAfl] On a short fight, usually in¬ 
volving a number of people, that is not very 
serious, o vi to fight for a short time in a 
way that is not very serious □ Police scuffled 
with the demonstrators. 

scullery ['skAtari] (pi sculleries) « a room next 
to a kitchen in a large old house, where 
food is prepared, dishes are washed etc. 

sculpt [skAlpt] vt [figure, shape] to make <sthg> 
out of clay, stone etc by carving or shaping 
it □ a bust sculpted in wood/out of marble. 

sculptor ['skAlptar] n an artist who sculpts 
things. 

sculpture ['skAlpt JV] o n -1. a work of art 
such as a statue that is sculpted o This is one 
of Henry Moore's most famous sculptures. 
-2. the art of sculpting things □ She studied 
sculpture at college, o vt [rock, stone, metal] to 
make a work of art out of <sthg> by using a 
sharp tool □ The pillar was sculptured in marble/ 
out of wood. 

scum [skAm] m -1. an unpleasant or dirty sub¬ 
stance on the surface of water □ There was a 
line of scum around the side of the bath. -2. 
people that one thinks are unpleasant or 
worthless, especially because of something 
bad they have done (informal use) □ They're 
the scum of the earth. 

scupper ['skAp3r] vt -1. to deliberately sink 
cone’s ship> □ He scuppered his own ship ra¬ 
ther than be caught. -2. GB to completely ruin 
<a plan, chance> etc (informal use) □ Well, 
that's scuppered any hopes of a settlement. 

scurf [sk3:rf] n small white pieces of dead skin 
in one’s hair. 

scurrilous [US 'skairalss, GB 'skAr-] adj [attack, 

article, magazine] that is insulting, untrue, and 
damaging to somebody’s reputation □ Warn¬ 
er dismissed it as a scurrilous piece of gossip. 
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scurry [US 'sk3:ri, GB 'skAri] (pt & pp scurried) vi 
[person, mouse] to move somewhere very 
quickly with short steps □ She scurried off 
across the square. 

scurvy [’sk3:rvi] tt a disease caused by lack of 
vitamin C. 

scuttle ['skAtl] o n a metal bucket for coal 
that is usually kept beside a fireplace, o vi 
[person, mouse) to move somewhere very 
quickly with short steps □ He scuttled off in 
the other direction. 

scuzzy ['skAzi] {compar scuzzier, superl scuzzi¬ 
est) adj [person, place] that is dirty and un¬ 
pleasant (informal use). 

scythe [said] o n a tool with a curved blade 
and a long handle that is used for cutting 
grass, wheat etc. o vt [grass, hay] to cut 
<sthg> using a scythe. 

SD abbr of South Dakota. 

SDI (abbr of Strategic Defense Initiative) « the 
official name of the Star Wars satellite de¬ 
fense system. 

SDLP (abbr of Social Democratic and Labour 
Party) n the SDLP a political party in North¬ 
ern Ireland that has mainly Catholic sup¬ 
porters. 

SE abbr of southeast. 

sea [si:] n -1. the salt water that covers a 
large part of the Earth’s surface □ sea travel/ 
voyages/animals. ■ to be at sea [sailor, boat] to 
be on the sea, far from land □ The ship has 
been at sea for two weeks. ■ to be all at sea 
[person] to be very confused about some¬ 
thing □ I'm all at sea with this computer jargon. 
■ by sea [travel, send! on a ship □ In the past, 
the only way to travel long distances was by sea. 
■ by the sea near the sea □ They rented a villa 
by the sea. ■ out to sea [float, gaze, row] away 
from land □ The boat drifted out to sea. -2. a 
sea of faces or people a large number of peo¬ 
ple □ From the front of the stage, all I could see 
was a sea of faces. 

♦ seas npl the seas the salt water that covers 
a large part of the Earth’s surface □ Many 
seals live in the seas around Scotland. 

sea air n the air at the seaside, usually con¬ 
sidered to be healthy and refreshing □ He 
breathed in the sea air. 

sea anemone « a brightly-colored sea crea¬ 
ture that grows on rocks, has tentacles, and 
looks like a flower. 

seabed [’siibed] n the seabed the bottom of 
the sea. 

seabird ['si:b3ird] « any bird that lives near 
the sea or finds food in the sea. 

seaboard [•shboi'd] n the part of a country 
that is near the sea □ the eastern seaboard. 

sea breeze n a breeze that blows from the 
sea onto the land. 

seafaring [‘shfeanrj] adj [person, life] that is 
connected with working at sea. ■ a seafaring 
nation a nation where the sea is very impor¬ 
tant, especially for trade. 

seafood I'shfuid] n Hsh and shellhsh that can 
be eaten as food □ a seafood salad. 

seafront ['sufrAnt] n a wide road with houses, 
shops etc, that is beside a beach. 

seagoing ['siigouiij] adj [vessel, ship, liner] that 
is built for sailing on the sea. 

seagull ]'si:gAl] « a large white and gray bird 
that lives near the sea and has a loud cry. 

seahorse ['si:ho:rs] n a small sea creature 
whose head and neck make it look similar 
to a horse. 

seal [si:l] (pi sense 1 seal or seals) o « -1. zool¬ 
ogy a large animal with a long body and 
flippers that lives in or near the ocean in 
cold or temperate areas, and eats fish. -2. [on 
a document] a mark with a particular design, 
often made with wax, that is put on an im¬ 
portant document to show it is official or le¬ 
gal □ the royal seal. ■ sb's seal of approval the 
approval of sb whose opinion is important □ 
Does the project have her seal of approval? ■ to 
put or set the seal on sthg to finally make 
sthg complete or definite □ That victory set the 
seal on Graf's position as the world number one. 
-3. [of a jar, pack] something such as wax or a 
piece of paper that has to be broken before 
one can open a container □ 'Do not use if seal 
is broken.' -4. [of a pipe, door] a piece of ma¬ 
terial such as rubber that prevents air, liquid 
etc from entering or leaving a closed space □ 
a watertight seal. 

o vt -1. [document, letter, package] to close 
<sthg> firmly, e.g. by using Scotch tape or 
glue □ Don't seal the envelopes, I want to add an 
extra sheet to each one. □ Make sure the jar is 
properly sealed. -2. [opening, tube, gap] to cover 
or fill <sthg> so that no liquid or air can get 
in or out □ I've sealed the cracks with putty. 

♦ seal off vf sep to seal sthg off [entrance, bor¬ 
der, area] to close sthg in order to prevent 
people from entering or leaving □ The police 
have sealed off all the routes out of the town. 

sealable fsiilabl] adj [jar, container] that can be 
sealed after it has been opened. 

sea lane n a route used regularly by ships to 
cross the sea or ocean. 

sealant [’sidant] n a substance that is used to 
seal a gap or crack, especially to prevent 
water or air from entering. 

sealed [si:ld] adj AUS a sealed road a road that 
has a tarmac surface. 

sea level n the level of the surface of the sea 
and the point from which the height of land 
is measured □ We are 750 meters above sea 
level. □ Parts of Holland are below sea level. 

sealing wax ['sidig-] n red wax that melts 
easily and is used as a seal on official docu¬ 
ments. 

sea lion {pi sea lion or sea lions) n a type of 
large seal. 

sealskin ['shlskin] n the short silver fur of 
seals, used for making clothing or leather 
goods. 

seam [si:m] « -1. sewing the line of stitches 
where one piece of fabric is sewn to anoth¬ 
er. ■ to be bursting at the seams (room, place] 
to be completely full of people or things. 
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-2. geology a narrow layer of a mineral such 
as coal in the earth. 

seaman ['siirnsn] {pi seamen [-man]) n a sailor. 

seamanship ['shmanfip] n the skill of control¬ 
ling a ship. 

sea mist n a mist that comes from the sea 
onto the land. 

seamless ['siimbs] adj -1. [stockings] that have 
no seams. -2. [story, logic, performance] that is 
made up of different parts that run smooth¬ 
ly from one to the other. 

seamstress ['siimstras] n a woman whose job 
is to sew and make clothes. 

seamy ['si:mi] {compar seamier, superl seami¬ 
est) adj [place, scene] that is unpleasant and 
is connected with things such as crime and 
prostitution □ This is the seamier side of New 
York life. 

seance ['seicuns] « a meeting in which people 
sit around a table and try to contact the 
spirits of dead friends and relatives. 

seaplane [’suplein] n a plane that can take off 
from and land on water. 

seaport ['si:po:rt] n a large town on a coast 
that has a port. 

search [s3:rtJ] o « -1. the action of looking 
very carefully for somebody or something □ 
The search for the missing girl resumed the next 
day. □ a search and rescue operation. -2. [of lug¬ 

gage, a person, house] the action of trying to 
find something that is hidden, by examining 
somebody or something □ The police made a 
thorough search of the premises, 
o vt -1. [house, countryside, drawer] to look 
carefully in <a place> in order to find some¬ 
body or something □ She searched her pockets 
for her keys. □ They are searching everywhere for 
the lost child. □ He searched his memory. -2. 
[person, prisoner, traveler] to check the pock¬ 
ets, bags etc of <sb> in order to find some¬ 
thing or to check that they do not have 
something □ Fans were searched before they 
were let into the stadium. 
O vi -1. to look for somebody or something 
□ I've searched and searched, but I can't find it. □ 
We spent weeks searching for a suitable secre¬ 
tary. -2. to search for sthg [for a name, answer] 

to try to remember or think of sthg □ / 
searched for a witty reply. 

♦ in search of prep [work, shelter, truth] look¬ 
ing for <sthg> □ He set off in search of adven¬ 
ture. 

♦ search out vt sep to search sb/sthg out [per¬ 

son, weakness, fact] to find sb/sthg by search¬ 
ing □ I'll search out all the relevant documents 
later. 

searcher ['s3:rtJV] n a person who is search¬ 
ing, especially for somebody who is lost. 

searching ['s3irtJirj] adj [look, question, examina¬ 

tion] that is intense and shows a desire to 
know what somebody is thinking or what 
they know about something □ The little girl 
looked at me with searching eyes. 

searchlight ['s3:rtJlait] n a powerful light that 
can be pointed in any direction and is used 
to see people or things in the dark. 

search party ti a group of people who are 
looking for somebody who is lost □ If they're 
not back soon, we 'll send out a search party. 

search warrant n a piece of paper that gives 
the police the right to search somebody’s 
property, especially to look for illegal or sto¬ 
len goods. 

searing ['siariri] adj -1. [pain, heat] that is very 
intense □ /As she fell, a searing pain shot through 
her leg. -2. [criticism, condemnation] that is 
very severe □ Priceman delivered a searing at¬ 
tack on the policy in his keynote speech. 

Sears Tower [,siarz-] an office building in 
Chicago, USA. It is the second-tallest build¬ 
ing in the world. 

sea salt n the salt that is left when sea water 
is boiled. It is used in cooking. 

seashell ['siijel] n the empty shell of a small 
sea animal, often found on the seashore. 

seashore ['si:f3:r] n the seashore the long nar¬ 
row strip of land next to the sea □ We 
walked along the seashore. 

seasick [’susik] adj to be seasick [person] to 
feel sick or vomit because of the movement 
of a ship on the sea □ Our daughter always 
gets seasick when we take the ferry. □ / started 
feeling seasick. 

seaside ['siisaid] n the seaside a place by the 
sea, especially one where people spend their 
vacations □ We spent two weeks at the seaside. 

seaside resort n a place by the sea where 
people spend their vacations. 

season ['si:zn] o n -1. one of the four equal 
parts that the year is divided into □ Summer 
is my favorite season. -2. [for an activity] a peri¬ 
od of time each year in which a particular 
activity or event happens □ the breeding/ 
rainy/growing/hunting season □ He'll be playing 
for the Miami Dolphins next season. □ The period 
just before Christmas is our busiest season. 
-3. the holiday season GB, the tourist season 
the most popular time of year for going on 
vacation to a particular place □ at the height 
of the tourist season. ■ out of season at the 
time of year when few people go to a par¬ 
ticular place on vacation □ We always go on 
vacation out of season, since prices are much 
more reasonable. -4. to be in season [fruit, veg¬ 

etable] to be ready to eat and easy to get □ I 
can't get fresh asparagus just now; it's not in sea¬ 
son. ■ out of season [fruit, vegetable] not natu¬ 
rally ready to eat at this time and therefore 
difficult to get □ Strawberries are out of season 
now. -5. GB [of entertainment] a series of 
movies, concerts, plays etc that are related 
in some way □ Channel Four is showing a sea¬ 
son of Marlon Brando movies, 
o vt to add seasoning to <food> □ Add the 
tomatoes to the mixture and season it well. 

seasonal ['sirznal] adj [work, demand] that is 
available or occurs only at a particular time 
of the year □ The figures take seasonal fluctua¬ 
tions into account. 

seasoned ['si:znd] adj a seasoned traveler/cam¬ 
paigner etc a very experienced traveler/ 
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campaigner etc □ Mark's a seasoned climber, 
so you're in safe hands. 

seasoning ['sirznirj] n salt, pepper etc that is 
added to food to give it more taste, 

season ticket n a special ticket that one can 
use many times during a particular period, 
e.g. for traveling by public transport or get¬ 
ting into a theater. 

season ticket holder n a person who owns a 
valid season ticket. 

seat [si:t] o k -1. an object with a flat surface 
that one uses to sit on □ \Ne stood on our 
seats to get a better view. □ He fell asleep in the 
back seat of the car. □ We managed to get seats 
near the front. ■ to take or have a seat [person] 

to sit down □ Please take or have a seat, I'll be 
with you in a minute. -2. (of a chair] the flat part 
of a chair that one sits on □ The seat's getting 
rather worn. -3. the seat of one's trousers or 

pants the part of one’s trousers that covers 
one’s bottom □ You've got mud on the seat of 
your trousers. -4. business & politics a position 
as a member of a legislative body or group 
that makes important decisions □ She finally 
earned a seat on the board, o a traditionally Re¬ 
publican seat. 
o vt -1. [waiter, hostess] to arrange for <sb> 
to sit in a particular place □ / was seated to 
his left. ■ to seat oneself to sit down □ He 
seated himself next to me. -2. [building, vehicle] 

to have enough seats for <a particular num¬ 
ber of people> □ This hall seats 500 (people). 

seat belt n a belt beside a seat in a plane or 
car that one fastens across one’s body to 
prevent one from being thrown out of the 
seat if there is a sudden movement or acci¬ 
dent □ Always wear or put on your seat belt. 

seated ['siitsd] adj to be seated [person] to be 
sitting down □ When you are all seated we will 
begin. 

-seater ['si:tsr] suffix added to a number to 
show how many places there are for sitting 
down □ a two-seater car. 

seating [’siitig] n all the seats in a particular 
place or at a particular event □ There is seat¬ 
ing for at least fifty. □ a seating plan/capacity. 

Seattle [si'aetl] a city and port on the Pacific 
coast of Washington State, in the north¬ 
western USA. population: 516,259. 

sea urchin n a small round sea creature with 
a hard shell covered in sharp points, 

seawall [,si:'wo:l] « a wall built near the edge 
of the sea to prevent it from flooding the 
land. 

seawater ['siiwoital n water from the sea. 

seaweed l'si:wi:d] n a plant that grows in the 
sea and is often found on the shore. 

seaworthy ['siiwaddi] adj [ship, boat] that is in 
good enough condition for use on the sea. 

sebaceous gland [ss.bei/ss-] n a gland in 
one s skin that produces an oily substance 
that prevents the skin from becoming dry 
and protects one against bacteria, 

sec. abbr of second. 

SEC (abbr of Securities and Exchange Commis¬ 

sion) « the SEC the US government organi¬ 
zation that is responsible for controlling the 
sales of stocks and bonds, 

secateurs [,seka't3:rz] npl GB a strong cutting 
tool, similar to a pair of scissors, that is used 
for cutting plant stems □ a pair of secateurs. 

secede [sa'siid] vi to formally leave a larger 
group or country (formal use), 

secession [ss'sefn] « formal separation from a 
larger group or country (formal use), 

secluded [sa'kluidad] adj [beach, garden, place] 

that is far from other people and so is pri¬ 
vate and quiet □ We found a secluded spot to 
eat our picnic. 

seclusion [s3'klu:3n] n the state of being se¬ 
cluded □ She has led a life of seclusion since 
their death. 

second1 fsekond] on-1. a unit for measuring 
time. There are 60 seconds in a minute □ 
She held her breath for fifty-five seconds. -2. a 
very short period of time □ Wait a second! □ 
Can I see you for a second? -3. GB & AUS edu¬ 
cation = a second-class degree. -4. auto sec¬ 
ond (gear) a low gear used for going slowly 
□ Are you in second or third? 
o adj [marriage, week, child] 2nd; number 2 in 
a series; see also fifth. ■ second only to sb/ 
sthg only slightly less important, talented 
etc than sb/sthg that is the best □ He's a 
great actor, second only to the likes of Olivier, 

o adv -1. in second place □ She finished sec¬ 
ond. -2. a word used to introduce a second 
point or reason in an argument, 

o vt [proposal, motion, nomination] to formally 
support <sthg that somebody else has sug- 
gested> so that voting or discussion can 
take place □ / second that. 

♦ seconds np>l -1. business goods that are not 
in perfect condition and are therefore sold at 
a cheaper price. -2. a second serving of food 
during a meal □ Anyone for seconds? 

second2 [ss'kDnd] vt GB to send <sb> some¬ 
where for a period of time to do a duty or 
job □ She was seconded to the Hong Kong 
branch. 

secondary [US 'sekanderi, GB -ari] adj -1. edu¬ 
cation [education, teacher] that is connected 
with the education of children from the age 
of 11 until they leave school. -2. [matter, con¬ 

sideration] that is less important than some¬ 
thing else □ The cost is a secondary issue. 

secondary picketing « picketing in which 
strikers demonstrate outside the gates of 
firms that have business dealings with their 
employer. 

secondary school n a school for students 
aged 11 to 18. 

second best [.sekand-] adj that is not as good 
as the best □ Radiohead was voted second best 
group of the year by our readers. □ We came off 
second best in the deal. 

second-class [.sekand-] adj -1. that is consid¬ 
ered to be less important or valuable than 
other people or things □ They were treated as 
second-class citizens. -2. [ticket, seat, car] that is 
connected with the ordinary class of travel 
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in a train. -3. [mail, letter, stamp] that is con¬ 
nected with the postal service in which 
things cost less to send, but take longer to 
arrive. -4. a second-class degree GB & AUS 

education an honors degree that is above 
average but not of the highest standard. 

second cousin [.sekand-] n a child of one’s 
parent’s cousin. 

second-degree burn [.sekand-] « a bum on 
one’s skin that causes it to become very red 
and blisters to appear. 

seconder ['sekandafl n a person who seconds 
a motion, nomination, proposal etc. 

second floor [,sekand-] n -1. US the second 
story in a building, above the ground floor □ 
I live on the second floor. □ a second-floor apart¬ 
ment. -2. GB the third story in a building, 
above the ground floor and the first floor □ / 
took the lift to the second floor. 

second-guess [.sekand-] vt -1. US [person, 

event] to look back into the past and criti¬ 
cize <sb/sthg> with the knowledge of what 
happened □ Don't second-guess me! -2. 
[thoughts, reaction) to predict <sthg>; [person] 

to predict the actions of <sb> □ All the jour¬ 
nalists were trying to second-guess the outcome 
of the election. □ Lewis will be hoping to second- 
guess his opponent. 

second-hand [,sekand-] o adj -1. [furniture, car] 

that used to be owned or used by some¬ 
body else □ She always buys second-hand 
clothes, and manages to look fabulous in them. 
-2. [store, market] that sells second-hand 
goods. -3. [account, report] not from the per¬ 
son who experienced or saw an event di¬ 
rectly, but passed on by another person □ 
Look, it's a second-hand version of events; it's 
bound to be inaccurate, o adv -1. [buy, obtain] 

from a second-hand store □ She gets all her 
clothes second-hand. -2. to hear sthg second¬ 
hand to hear about sthg by reading about it, 
or by being told by somebody who was not 
directly involved. 

second hand ['sekand-] « the pointer on 
clocks and watches that moves to show the 
seconds □ The second hand had stopped. 

second-in-command [,sekand-] n a person 
who has the rank directly below a manager, 
director, or military commander. 

secondly ['sekandli] adv a word used to intro¬ 
duce a second point in a list □ I'm not going, 
firstly because it's too far and secondly because 
it's too expensive. 

secondment [sa'kondmant] n GB a period of 
time that one spends in a place where one 
has been sent to do a particular special duty 
or job □ She's on secondment to Head Office. 

second nature [.sekand-] n to be second nature 
to be something that one has done so many 
times that one does it without thinking 
about it □ That sort of precision comes as sec¬ 
ond nature to most of our staff. 

second-rate [,sekand-] adj [writer, play, product] 

that one thinks is not of a very high stand¬ 
ard a As a director, he's second-rate at best. 

second thought [,sekand-] n to have second 

thoughts to begin to wonder if something 
one has chosen to do may not be a good 
idea □ You're not having second thoughts about 
going to Japan, are you? ■ on second thought 
US, on second thoughts GB a phrase used to 
show that one has changed one’s mind 
about something one has just said, especial¬ 
ly about a plan □ On second thought, let's not 
bother. 

secrecy ['siikrasi] n the state of being secret □ 
I was sworn to secrecy. □ The whole operation 
was carried out in secrecy. 

secret ['siikrat] o adj -1. [passage, negotiations, 
plan] that only very few people are allowed 
to know about □ They tried to keep their plans 
secret. -2. a secret drinker/smoker etc a per¬ 
son who drinks/smokes etc without any¬ 
body else knowing □ She received flowers 
from a secret admirer, o n -1. something that 
only a few people know about and that is 
kept hidden from other people □ If I tell you a 
secret, promise you won't repeat it. □ She can't 
keep a secret. -2. the secret of sthg the best 
or only way of achieving sthg □ the secret of 
success □ The secret of making a good risotto is 
to use the right rice. 

♦ in secret adv [take place, happen] without 
anybody else knowing □ We met in secret to 
discuss our plan. 

secret agent n a person whose job is to find 
out secret information about the govern¬ 
ments, armies etc of other countries for the 
government of a particular country, 

secretarial [.sekra'tearial] adj Icourse, skills, 
training] that is connected with the work of a 
secretary □ I'm looking for secretarial work. 

secretarial school us, secretarial college gb 
n a place where people learn typing, word 
processing, shorthand etc. 

secretariat [.sekra'teariat] n a department that 
is responsible for the administration of a 
large organization. 

secretary [US 'sekrateri, GB -ari] (/?/ secretaries) 
n -1. a person whose job involves typing, 
answering the phone, organizing meetings 
etc for somebody else □ "Can you make it 
Tuesday?" — "I'm not sure, I'll have to check 
with my secretary." -2. [of a club, labor union] a 
person whose role in an organization is to 
write official letters, keep records etc □ She's 
honorary secretary of the Arts Society. -3. 
politics the person in charge of a large gov¬ 
ernment department. 

secretary-general (j?l secretaries-general) n 
the person in charge of a large international 
organization, especially a political one □ the 
UN Secretary-General. 

Secretary of State « -1. us the head of the 
government department dealing with for¬ 
eign affairs. -2. GB a government minister □ 
the Secretary of State for Education. 

secrete [si'kriit] vt -1. [gland, organ] to form 
and release <a substance> □ The hormone is 
secreted into the bloodstream. -2. [person] to 
hide <sthg> (formal use) □ / secreted the book 
at the back of one of the shelves. 

secretion [si'krnfn] « a substance that is se- 
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creted by part of an animal or plant; the 
process of secreting a substance. 

secretive ['siikrativ] adj [person] who avoids 
talking about their feelings, actions etc □ Of¬ 
ficials are being very secretive about the recent 
arms deal. 

secretly ['siikrstli] adv [think, plan, tell] see secret 
□ He was secretly in love with her. □ They met 
secretly to avoid publicity. 

secret police n a police force controlled by 
the government of a country that works in 
secret and deals especially with political 
crimes. 

secret service n a government department 
that deals with its country’s security and 
tries to get secret information about other 
countries. 

sect [sekt] n a religious group that is separate 
from a larger established group and has its 
own particular beliefs. 

sectarian [sek'tearian] adj [killing, violence] that 
happens because of problems between dif¬ 
ferent religious groups. 

section ['sekjn] o « -1. [of an exam, train, pipe] 

one of the parts that something is divided 
into □ A section of the road is being blocked off 
for repairs. □ the sports section of the newspaper 
□ section 6 of the Motor Vehicle Code □ This is 
an issue that affects all sections of society. -2. [in 

a diagram] a picture of what something 
would look like if it were cut from top to 
bottom and seen from the side □ I'll show you 
a drawing of it in section, o vt -1. to show <an 
object, building> etc in section. -2. to cut 
<sthg> into sections (formal use). 

sector l'sektar] n -1. business a particular part 
of a country’s economy □ the banking/retail/ 
trade sector. -2. [of a city, region] a particular 
part of a place that has been divided into 
sections, usually for military reasons □ The 
western sector has been sealed off by police. 
-3. geometry the area in a circle between 
two radii. 

secular ['sekjalar] adj [society, education, music] 

that is not connected with religion. 

secure [si'kjuar] o ad] -1. [house, building, pris¬ 

on] that is properly locked up and protected 
so that people cannot get in or out easily □ 
You need to make these windows more secure. 
-2. [ladder, shelf] that is firmly fixed in place □ 
Check that the rope is secure. -3. [job, future, po¬ 

sition] that is not likely to change in an un¬ 
desirable way and so allows one to feel re¬ 
laxed, especially about money □ How secure 
is this investment? o The sponsorship deal en¬ 
sures the athlete will be financially secure for a 
long time. -4. [base, basis] that is strong and 
solid □ When it comes to talking about moral be¬ 
havior, you're not exactly on secure ground your¬ 
self. -5. [person, childhood, marriage] that is 
without trouble or worry □ He comes from a 
secure family background. □ / can go away, se¬ 
cure in the knowledge that you'll take care of 
everything. 

o vt -1. [job, vote, contract] to get sthg with a 
lot of effort a We have secured the support of 
several board members. -2. [city, borders] to 

make <a place> safe □ Measures have been 
taken to secure the area against attack. -3. [door, 

lid, window] to fasten <sthg> tightly □ The 
rope had not been properly secured. 

securely [si'kjoadi] adv securely locked/fas¬ 
tened etc properly locked/fastened etc. 

security [si'kjuarati] {pi securities) n -1. [of a 

country, building] freedom from attack or 
harm, especially from crime or terrorist at¬ 
tack □ It was a threat to national security. □ Se¬ 
curity was tight during the presidential visit. □ air¬ 
port security □ security measures. -2. [against a 

bad situation] protection, especially legal pro¬ 
tection, against a possible bad situation □ se¬ 
curity of tenure □ job security. -3. (of a person, 

job] the state or feeling of being secure □ 
Children need love and security. -4. finance 
money or possessions that one promises to 
give a lender if one cannot repay a loan □ 
What security do you have for the loan? 

♦ securities npl finance stocks, shares etc 
owned as property □ government securities □ 
the securities market. 

security blanket n a piece of material, a soft 
toy etc that a small child carries around to 
avoid feeling worried, unhappy etc. 

Security Council ti the Security Council the 
organization within the United Nations 
whose purpose is to maintain world peace, 

security forces npl members of the police 
and army whose job is to protect a country 
against terrorism, attack etc. 

security guard n a person whose job is to 
guard a building. 

security risk n a person who the government 
of a country thinks could be a threat to the 
security of the country, because they could 
give away government secrets, 

secy abbr of secretary. 

sedan [si'daen] ti US & AUS a car for four to six 
passengers, with two or four doors and a 
trunk for luggage. 

sedate [si'deit] o adj [person, pace] that is calm 
and slow, and seems very controlled, o vt 
to give <a patient> a drug that makes them 
sleepy or calm □ He was heavily sedated. 

sedation [si'deifn] n the act of sedating some¬ 
body □ He'll be under sedation for the next few 
hours. 

sedative ['sedativ] o adj [effect, properties] that 
causes sleep or a feeling of calm, o « a drug 
that is given to somebody to make them 
sleepy or calm. 

sedentary [us 'sednteri, GB -ari] adj [job, life] 
that involves sitting for long periods of time, 

sediment ['sedamant] tt bits of solid material 
that settle at the bottom of a liquid, 

sedition [si'difn] n things that a person or 
group says, writes, or does in order to en¬ 
courage people to disobey the government 
(formal use). 

seduce [si'd->u:s] vt -1. to be very attractive to 
<sb>, often with the result that they do 
something they should not do □ We were se¬ 
duced by the beauty of the place. □ Their prom¬ 
ises seduced him into signing the contract. -2. to 
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persuade <sb> to have sex with one, espe¬ 
cially if they are younger or less experi¬ 
enced. 

seduction [si'dAkfn] n the act of seducing 
somebody sexually. 

seductive [si'dAktiv] adj -1. (argument, prospect, 
suggestion] that is very attractive □ Look, it all 
sounds very seductive, but I'm not interested. -2. 
(eyes, voice, person] sexually attractive □ She 
looked extremely seductive in her long red dress. 

see [si:] (yt saw, pp seen) o vt -1. to become 
aware of <sb/sthg> through one’s eyes □ 
Have you seen my purse anywhere? □ Turn the 
light on, I can't see a thing I □ We saw Ken get¬ 
ting out of a taxi. □ Did anyone actually see her 
leave the building? -2. [program, movie] to 
watch <sthg> because one is interested in 
it; (place, monument] to visit an interesting 
or famous place> □ I've seen "Psycho" four 
times! □ We just had to see the "Mona Lisa" 
when we were in Paris. -3. (person, friend] to 
meet <sb> socially; (doctor, dentist] to visit 
<sb> to get professional help □ I'm seeing 
Tim tomorrow night for a drink. □ He really should 
see a specialist about his knee. ■ to be seeing 
sb to be having a romantic or sexual rela¬ 
tionship with sb □ She's been seeing another 
man! ■ see you! goodbye! (informal use). ■ see 
you soon/later/tomorrow goodbye until we 
meet again soon/later/tomorrow. -4. (some¬ 
body's problem, distress] to understand 
<sthg>, especially a person's feelings or be¬ 
havior □ You could see that he was upset. □ / 
don't see the point of all this fuss. □ Do you see 
what I'm getting at? □ It's difficult to see how we 
can improve things. -5. to see sb to a place [to 
the door, station, airport] to go with sb to a 
place to say goodbye or to make sure they 
get there safely □ I'll see you to your car. □ It's 
all right, I can see myself out. -6. to see sthg in 
sb to find sthg attractive about sb □ What on 
earth does she see in him? -7. to see what/ 
how/when etc... to find out about something 
□ Let's go and see what's going on. ■ I'll see 
what I can do I'll try to do what is needed □ 
"Have you got a table for six?" — "I'll see what I 
can do." ■ see if you can help try to find out 
if you can help □ Let's see if I can recognize 
anyone here. □ See if anyone would like another 
drink. -8. to see (that)... to make sure that 
something happens or is done □ I'll see that 
he gets your message. □ See you get plenty of 
rest. -9. to see sb/sthg as... to have a particu¬ 
lar opinion about sb/sthg □ / don't see his re¬ 
action as particularly strange. -10. to see sthg as 
sthg to think of sthg in a particular way □ 
People might see it as a threat to their jobs. 
-11. to see sthg happening to think that sthg 
is likely to happen □ I can't see us moving out 
before Christmas. □ / don't really see him offering 
to pay, do you? -12. (person] to be present 
when <sthg> happens; (place, period] to be 
the particular time that an event happens, or 
the place where it happens □ He didn't live to 
see his daughter married. □ This year has seen so 
many changes. -13. see page 10/chapter 1/be¬ 
low read page 10/chapter 1/below for more 
information (used to cross-refer in texts). 

o vi -1. to be able to recognize things with 
one’s eyes □ She can't see without her contact 
lenses. -2. to understand what somebody is 
saying □ You just don't see, do you? ■ I see a 
phrase used to show that one has under¬ 
stood what has just been said □ Oh I see, you 
weren't there. ■ you see a phrase used before 
or after an explanation in spoken English □ 
You see, I've never gotten on with my father. 
-3. phrases I'll/we'll see a phrase used when 
one does not want to decide something 
right away □ "Can I have a new bike?" — 
"We'll have to see." ■ let's see, let me see a 
phrase used when one is trying to remem¬ 
ber a fact or when one is looking for some¬ 
thing □ Let me see now, it must have been in 
March. 

♦ seeing as, seeing that conj a phrase used 
to give a reason for something (informal use) 
□ Let's do some work, seeing as you're here. 

♦ see about vt fus -1. to see about sthg to 
make arrangements so that sthg happens or 
is dealt with □ I'll see about ordering some 
flowers. □ He had to go into town to see about a 
visa. -2. to see about sthg to wait before de¬ 
ciding about sthg □ I'll buy the computer now, 
but I'll have to see about the printer. ■ we'll 
(soon) see about that! I’ll make sure that 
does not happen! (informal use). 

♦ see off vt sep to see sb off [friend, visitor, 
guest] to go with sb to the door, airport etc 
and say goodbye to them □ My family came to 
see me off. 

♦ see through o vt fus to see through sb/sthg 
[lie, disguise] to realize that sb/sthg is not 
honest or truthful □ She saw straight through 
my excuse, o vt sep to see sthg through to 
finish sthg, especially when it is difficult □ It 
was her idea, and she was determined to see it 
through. ■ to see sb through sthg [through a 
problem, crisis] to help or support sb until 
sthg is over □ We've got just enough money left 
to see us through the week. 

♦ see to vt fus to see to sb/sthg to deal with 
sb/sthg □ Bill saw to dinner. □ / must go and see 
to the children. □ Don't worry, I'll see to it that he 
doesn't pester you again. 

seed [si:d] o n -1. a small hard part of a plant 
that produces another plant when it is 
planted □ poppy seeds □ Plant the seeds in early 
April. -2. sport a tennis player who is given a 
particular rank that shows how likely they 
are to win a competition □ the top seed at 
Wimbledon, o vt sport to rank a ctennis play- 
er> in a way that shows how likely they are 
to win a competition □ She's seeded fourth in 
the world. 

♦ seeds npl the seeds of doubt/an idea etc the 
beginnings of doubt/an idea etc □ Once the 
seeds of doubt had been sown, I couldn't stop 
thinking about it. 

seedless [’sudlas] adj (grape, orange] that has 
no seeds inside. 

seedling Csndlig] n a young plant grown from 
a seed. 

seed money k finance money that is needed 
for the first stages of a new business. 
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seedy ['si:di] (compar seedier, super! seediest) 
adj (person, area, bar! that looks unpleasant or 
dirty, and is connected with immoral activ¬ 
ities □ / don't want to know about the seedy 
goings-on in that place. 

Seeing Eye dog™ [,si:ir)-] n us a dog that has 
been trained to help a blind person walk 
around safely. 

seek [si:k] (pt & pp sought) (formal use) o vt 
-1. [shelter, employment] to look for <sthg> □ 
'Student seeks summer employment.' -2. [peace, 
comfort, revenge] to try to achieve or get 
<sthg> □ They are seeking to overthrow the gov¬ 
ernment. -3. [advice, compensation] to ask for 
<sthg> □ The law will make it harder for those 
seeking asylum, o vi -1. to seek for sthg [for an 
answer, job] to look for sthg. -2. to seek for 
sthg [for help, advice] to ask for sthg. 

♦ seek out vt sep to seek sb/sthg out to look 
for sb/sthg until one finds them □ He vowed 
to seek out his enemies and destroy them. 

seem [si:m] vi -1. (+ complement) to seem 
kind/bored/tired etc to have the appearance 
of being kind/bored/tired etc □ He seems a 
lot happier in his job now. □ "How was she?" — 
"She seemed alright to me." □ They seem like a 
nice couple. □ What seems to be the problem? □ 
We don't seem to be having much success. ■ I 
can't seem to talk to him I have tried to talk 
to him several times but have had no suc¬ 
cess □ / just can't seem to get rid of this cold. ■ 
it seems (that) used to describe something 
that one thinks is true, but is not certain 
about □ It seems that they've arrested the 
wrong man. □ There seems to have been a mis¬ 
understanding. -2. it seems to me (that)... my 
opinion is that... □ It seems to me that he's 
making a big mistake, m it seems as if or as 
though used to describe a situation that one 
feels to be true or real □ It seemed as if there 
was nobody in the world who could help us. 

seeming ['sixmir)] adj [boredom, interest] appar¬ 
ent (formal use) □ Jesse hid her true feelings be¬ 
hind a mask of seeming indifference. 

seemingly ['siimigli] adv seemingly endless/ 
limitless etc that seems to be endless/limit¬ 
less etc but it is not really □ It was a seeming¬ 
ly innocent request. 

seemly ['siimli] (compar seemlier, super! seemli¬ 
est) adj [behavior] that is suitable and digni¬ 
fied (literary use) a It would not be seemly for us 
to be seen here together. 

seen [si:n] past participle of see. 

seep [si:p] vi [gas, liquid, blood] to gradually 
pass through something in a particular direc¬ 
tion □ Water had seeped in through the cracks. 

seersucker [Wsa1»>] n a light cloth that has 
an uneven surface and a pattern of raised 
and flat lines on it □ a seersucker tablecloth. 

seesaw t'siiso:] n a piece of equipment for 
children to play on, consisting of a long 
piece of metal or wood supported in the 
middle so that it swings up and down when 
somebody sits at each end. 

.-seethe [siifl] vi -1. to be very angry, especially 
without showing the anger openly □ He 
smiled, but inwardly he was seething. -2. to be 

seething with sthg [with people, insects] to be 
very full of sthg that is moving about □ The 
room was seething with people. 

seething fsiidig] adj -1. [person] who is very 
angry □ When Kay saw the damage she was ab¬ 
solutely seething. -2. [crowd, mass] that is very 
full of people, animals etc that keep moving 
□ a seething mass of worms. 

see-through adj [blouse, skirt, dress) that is 
made of fabric so fine that people can see 
one’s body underneath. 

segment [’segmant] n -1. [of a market popula¬ 

tion] one of the parts that something can be 
divided into □ The insect's body is divided into 
segments. -2. [of an orange, grapefruit] one of 
the parts that make up the flesh of some 
fruits □ grapefruit segments. 

segregate ['segrigeit] vt [children, races] to di¬ 
vide <two groups of people or things> from 
each other □ In some areas Protestants were 
segregated from Catholics. 

segregation [.segri'geijn] n the practice of of¬ 
ficially keeping one group of people separate 
from another, usually because they have a 
different race, religion, or sex □ racial segrega¬ 
tion □ segregation laws. 

Seine [sein]: the Seine a river in northern 
France that flows through Paris. 

seismic ['saizmik] adj [shock, explosion] that is 
caused by an earthquake. 

seize [si:z] vt -1. [gun, arm, life belt] to take 
hold of <sthg> suddenly and firmly □ She 
seized the dog by its collar. □ “Let's get out of 
here, " said Terence, seizing my hand. -2. [power, 

control] to take <sthg> by force; [building, 

town, area] to take control of <a place> by 
force; [drugs, weapon, property] to take <sthg> 
away from somebody who cannot legally 
keep it □ Military rebels made a failed attempt to 
seize power. □ Troops seized three villages in the 
area yesterday. □ Drugs worth half a million dol¬ 
lars were seized by customs officials. -3. 
[criminal, victim] to arrest or capture <sb>, es¬ 
pecially by surprise □ Colonel Chabron's daugh¬ 
ter Lucy has been seized by kidnappers. -4. [op¬ 

portunity] to immediately take <a chance or 
opportunity> in order to do something one 
wants to do □ You should seize this opportunity 
to get away for a while. 

♦ seize on vt fus to seize on sthg [on a word, 

fact] to draw attention to sthg that has just 
appeared or been said, especially in order to 
use it to help oneself □ In the interview, they 
seized on the fact that I'd dropped out of college. 

♦ seize up vi -1. [back, muscle] to become 
very painful so that one cannot move it. 
-2. [engine, machine] to stop working, e.g. be¬ 
cause of lack of oil. 

♦ seize upon vt fus = seize on. 

seizure [ si:3ar] « -l. medicine a sudden fit or 
attack in which part of one’s body stops 
working properly □ a heart seizure. -2. [of 
power, drugs, a town] see seize. 

seldom ['seldam] adv not very often □ We sel¬ 
dom go shopping on Saturday mornings. □ / think 
about it very seldom now. 
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select [sa'lekt] o vt (candidate, dress] to choose 
<sb/sthg> carefully from among others by 
deciding which is the best or most suitable 
□ We selected them as our partners/selected 
them to be our partners. □ You can only select 
three people/items from this list, o adj -1. 
[gathering, group] that is small and only in¬ 
cludes the best people or things □ / was lucky 
enough to be among the select few who were In¬ 
vited. -2. [area, school] that only the richest 
people can have or use □ They live in a very 
select part of town. 

select committee n in Britain, a small com¬ 
mittee of Members of Parliament, set up to 
examine or investigate a particular subject 
or problem. 

selected [sa'lektad] adj [areas, cities] that have 
been chosen from a larger group □ The offer 
is available at selected stores only. 

selection [sa'lekfn] n -1. the act of selecting 
somebody or something, or of being select¬ 
ed □ The selection procedure is very tough. □ Her 
selection as manager surprised everyone. -2. [of 
poems, songs] a group of things or people 
that have been selected from a larger group 
□ selections from Gershwin. -3. [of food, clothes, 
cars] a range of different types of particular 
goods in a store □ We have a wide selection of 
wines/furniture. 

selective [sa'lektiv] adj -1. that chooses only a 
few things or people and not others □ They 
were pretty selective in their description of 
events. □ Kathy seems to have a selective memo¬ 
ry when it comes to money. -2. [person] who 
chooses very carefully what they do, buy 
etc □ He's very selective about what he eats. 

selector [S3'lektar] n GB a member of a group 
that selects the players in a sports team, 

self [self] (pi selves) « one’s personality and 
character □ I'm pleased to say she seems to be 
her old self again. □ The weekend retreat enabled 
us to get in touch with our real selves. 

self- prefix -1. added to words to show that 
something is done to, or is done by oneself 
or itself □ self-induced □ a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
-2. added to words to show that something 
is done automatically □ self-loading. 

self-addressed envelope [ adrest ] n an un¬ 
sealed envelope with one’s own name and 
address on it that one sends to somebody in 
another envelope in order for them to send 
back information, a form etc. 

self-addressed stamped envelope [-'strempt ] 
n a self-addressed envelope with stamps 
stuck on it to pay for mailing it. 

self-adhesive adj [envelope, label] that is cov¬ 
ered on one side with a sticky substance so 
that it will stick to things, 

self-assembly adj GB [furniture, equipment] that 
one puts together oneself by following writ¬ 
ten instructions. 

self-assertive adj [person] who lets people 
know what they think and want in a confi¬ 
dent way □ Tracey needs to learn to be more 
self-assertive. 

self-assurance « calm confidence, especially 

in a difficult situation □ She had an air of calm 
self-assurance. 

self-assured adj [person] who has self- 
assurance □ He's remarkably self-assured for 
someone so young. 

self-catering adj GB [accommodation, villa, apart¬ 
ment] where one stays on vacation and 
cooks one’s own meals, 

self-centered ]-'sent3rd] adj [person] who does 
not care or think about other people, only 
themselves □ a selfish, self-centered brat. 

self-cleaning adj [oven] that one does not 
have to clean, because it bums away the 
grease left by cooking. 

self-confessed [-kan'fest] adj a self-confessed 
liar/romantic etc a person who admits that 
they are a liar/romantic etc □ He's a self- 
confessed workaholic/drug addict. 

self-confidence n confidence in one’s abil¬ 
ities, popularity, or appearance □ Where's all 
your self-confidence gone? □ She's good, if lack¬ 
ing in self-confidence. 

self-confident adj [person] who has self- 
confidence □ She has a very self-confident man¬ 
ner. 

self-conscious adj feeling embarrassed and 
shy with other people because one is wor¬ 
ried about what they think of one □ / feel 
very self-conscious about talking in front of a lot 
of people. □ Murray gave a self-conscious smile. 

self-contained adj -1. [person] who does not 
show their feelings easily □ It's difficult to 
know what she's feeling, she's so very self- 
contained. -2. GB [apartment] that is part of a 
house but is separate, with its own en¬ 
trance, kitchen, and bathroom □ It's not an 
actual apartment, but it is entirely self-contained. 

self-control n the ability to control one’s 
emotions a / shouldn't have lost my self-control. 
□ He managed to keep his self-control. 

self-controlled adj [person] who shows self- 
control. 

self-defense n the act of defending oneself, 
especially physically, when one is attacked. 
■ to act in self-defense to use force in order 
to protect oneself □ She claimed she killed him 
in self-defense. 

self-denial n the act of refusing to allow one¬ 
self a particular pleasure □ small acts of self- 
denial, such as missing lunch. 

self-destruct [-di'strAkt] o adj a self-destruct 
button/mechanism a button/mechanism that 
makes a device destroy itself, o vi [missile] 
to destroy itself. 

self-determination « the right of a country 
to choose whether or not to be independent 
from another country, and to be able to 
choose its government □ Every country has a 
right to self-determination. 

self-discipline n the ability to be strict with 
oneself and to control one’s actions or de¬ 
sires □ / don't have the self-discipline to go on a 
diet. □ The course requires a certain amount of 
self-discipline. 

self-doubt tt doubt in one’s own abilities □ 
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Plagued by self-doubt, Indrin could never finish 
anything he wrote. 

self-drive adj GB [van, car] that one can rent 
and drive oneself. 

self-educated adj [person] who has taught 
themselves what they know, and has not 
had any lessons □ He is entirely self-educated. 

self-effacing [-I'feisirj] adj [person] who does 
not like talking about themselves or the 
things they have done because they are 
modest or shy □ a shy, self-effacing man. 

self-employed [-im'pbid] adj [worker, designer, 
builder] who works for themselves, rather 
than for an employer □ I'm not on their staff, 
I'm actually self-employed. 

self-esteem n the feeling that one deserves to 
be respected and valued □ Men in that position 
are often lacking in self-esteem. 

self-evident adj [fact, truth, reason] that is obvi¬ 
ous without people having to think about it 
□ The folly of proceeding along such a course had 
by now become self-evident. 

self-explanatory adj [rules, instructions, dia¬ 
gram] that is easy to understand without 
more explanation □ It's all pretty self- 
explanatory, so I'll leave you to it. 

self-expression n the act of expressing one’s 
personality and feelings, especially through 
a creative skill □ / consider art an important 
form of self-expression. 

self-focusing [-'fookssiij] adj [camera, lens] that 
focuses automatically on whatever is at the 
center of the viewfinder, 

self-governing adj [province, region] that elects 
its own government. 

self-government n the government of a 
country by its own people, 

self-help n the concept that people can cure 
themselves of certain emotional or physical 
problems without professional help □ a self- 
help group. 

self-important adj [person] who thinks they 
are more important than they really are (dis¬ 
approving use) □ a pompous, self-important little 
man. 

self-imposed [-im'pouzd] adj [duty, rule, exile] 
that one has decided to accept or do with¬ 
out anybody else telling one to do it. 

self-indulgent adj [person] who lets them¬ 
selves do or have enjoyable things too much 
(disapproving use) □ It seems so self-indulgent to 
spend all this money on clothes! 

self-inflicted [-in'fhktsd] adj [wound, cut] that 
one has caused to oneself. 

self-interest n the attitude of seeing what ad¬ 
vantage one can get out of a situation for 
oneself (disapproving use) □ He was motivated 
entirely by self-interest. 

selfish ['selfij] adj [person] who only cares or 
thinks about themselves and does not care 
about anybody else □ That's very selfish 
behavior/a very selfish attitude. □ Don't be so 
selfish — let your brother play tool 

selfishness ['selfiJnas] tr. see selfish, 

selfless ['selflas] adj [person] who helps other 

people because they care about them very 
much, even more than they care about 
themselves □ She's a selfless and devoted wife. 

self-locking [-'lokir)] adj [door, mechanism] that 
locks automatically when it is closed, 

self-made adj a self-made man/woman a manJ 
woman who has become successful and rich 
without special help or advantages, e.g. a 
good education or position in society □ a 
self-made millionaire. 

self-opinionated adj [person] who believes 
they are always right and never thinks that 
they might be wrong (disapproving use) □ / 
find him extremely self-opinionated and irritating. 

self-perpetuating [-par'petjueitir)] adj [system, 

myth] that never ends because people keep 
using it, saying it etc. 

self-pity n too much pity for oneself and 
one’s problems (disapproving use) □ You can't 
just sit there wallowing in self-pity. 

self-portrait n a drawing or painting by an 
artist of themselves. 

self-possessed adj [person] who can control 
their emotions and stay confident and calm 
even in difficult situations □ a calm, self- 
possessed young woman. 

self-preservation n the protection of one’s 
own life in a difficult or dangerous situation 
□ an instinct for self-preservation. 

self-proclaimed [-prs'kleimd] adj [leader, expert] 

who claims to have a particular position or 
ability (disapproving use) □ a self-proclaimed ex¬ 
pert on photography. 

self-raising flour « GB = self-rising flour, 

self-regulating [-'regjaleitirj] adj [body, institu¬ 

tion] that regulates its own activities, 

self-reliant adj [person] who is able to do a lot 
of things alone, without help from other 
people. 

self-respect n respect for oneself and a belief 
that one deserves to be valued □ Don't you 
have any self-respect? □ When Tony lost his job 
he lost his self-respect. 

self-respecting [-ris'pektir)] adj [citizen, person] 

who is normal and does what other people 
like them normally do □ No self-respecting 
parent would allow their children out so late. 

self-restraint « the ability to stop oneself 
from doing what one feels like doing, in or¬ 
der to avoid problems □ Try to exercise a little 
self-restraint. 

self-righteous adj [person] who believes 
strongly that they are right and that other 
people are wrong (disapproving use) □ Like 
many religious people, he could be very self- 
righteous at times. 

self-rising flour [-'raizig-] n US flour that has 
had baking powder added to it so that it 
makes cakes, pastry etc rise when it is 
cooked. 

NOTE: Compare plain flour, 

self-rule n the government of a country by its 
own people □ the desire for self-rule. 

self-sacrifice n the act of not doing or having 
something that one wants in order to let 
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other people have what they need □ an act 
of self-sacrifice. 

selfsame ['selfseim] adj that is exactly the 
same one □ / saw the selfsame coat much 
cheaper in another store! 

self-satisfied adj [person] who is very pleased 
with themselves or their achievements (dis¬ 
approving use) □ He gave us a self-satisfied 
smile. 

self-sealing [-‘siilirj] adj [envelope] that has a 
sticky substance on the flap so that it sticks 
when it is pressed down. 

self-seeking [-'si:kirj] adj [person] who does 
things only to get some advantage for them¬ 
selves (disapproving use) □ Beware of self- 
seeking people who are only interested in your 
money. 

self-service n a system used in stores, restau¬ 
rants etc in which customers take what they 
want from a counter or from shelves and 
then pay at a cash desk □ Is it self-service in 
this restaurant? □ a self-service cafe/counter. 

self-starter n -1. auto an electric device that 
starts an engine when a button is pressed. 
-2. a person who can work well on their 
own and does not need to be told what to 
do all the time. 

self-styled [-'staild] adj a self-styled champion/ 
leader etc a person who calls themselves a 
champion/leader etc without having any 
right to (disapproving use) □ the self-styled 
"King of Rock ". 

self-sufficient adj [country, population] able to 
produce everything one needs without buy¬ 
ing or getting anything from anywhere else 
□ We aim to be self-sufficient in fuel within ten 
years. □ With our little garden and the farm we 
are almost entirely self-sufficient. 

self-supporting f-sa'po:rtir)] adj [business, indus¬ 
try] that makes enough money to continue 
without more money being spent on it. 

self-tanning f-'taenirj] adj [lotion, cream] that 
colors one’s skin so that one looks like one 
has a suntan. 

self-taught adj [person] who has taught them¬ 
selves a skill without help from a teacher or 
other person □ You know as a tennis player she 
is entirely self-taught. 

self-test n computing a set of automatic tests 
that a computer or printer does on itself to 
check everything is working. 

sell [sel] (ft & pp sold) o w -1. [car, house, fur¬ 

niture] to give <sthg> to somebody in ex¬ 
change for money □ Do you sell stamps? □ He 
sold me his apartment or sold his apartment to 
me last year. □ She sold everything she owned in 
order to lend him the money. □ / agreed to sell it 
for $100. -2. [product] to make people buy 
<sthg> □' Good advertising helped to sell huge 
numbers of copies. ■ to sell oneself to draw 
somebody’s attention to one’s skills, ideas 
etc, especially in order to convince them to 
give one a job □ You've got to learn to sell your¬ 
self in this business. -3. [idea, scheme] to con¬ 
vince somebody that <sthg> is a good idea 
(informal use) □ You haven't really sold me on the 

idea. □ The government never managed to sell 
the poll tax to the British electorate, 
o vi -1. [person] / refuse to sell at that price, o 
The housing market is so stagnant that nobody 
can sell. -2. [product] The new model is selling 
well all over the world. □ Those watches sell for 
or at $200 retail. 

♦ sell off vf sep -1. to sell sthg off [property, 
land] to sell sthg because one needs the 
money □ We may need to sell off some of our 
assets. -2. to sell sthg off [goods, stock] to sell 
sthg cheaply because it has lost its value □ 
They're selling off all their old 386 computers. 

♦ sell on vf sep to sell sthg on [goods, product] 
to sell sthg to somebody else in order to 
make a profit. 

♦ sell out o vf sep to be sold out [event, 
match, concert] to have no more tickets avail¬ 
able because they have all been sold; [store] 
to have sold all the items of a particular 
kind that were available for sale □ 'Sold out.' 
□ I tried to get tickets, but they were all sold out. 
□ We were sold out of copies by 5 o'clock. 
o vi -1. [store, ticket office] to sell all the 
items of a particular kind that were avail¬ 
able for sale; [item, product, tickets] to be no 
longer available from a store, ticket office 
etc □ We've sold out of that size. □ The cakes 
sold out immediately. -2. [person, government] to 
give up one’s principles, especially for mon¬ 
ey □ Don't tell me you're going to sell out and 
take a job in advertising! 

♦ sell up vi GB to sell everything one owns, 
especially one’s house or business □ They've 
sold up and left the country. 

sell-by date n GB the date marked on a pack¬ 
et of food that is the last date that it can be 
sold to make sure that it is still fresh and 
safe to eat □ This chicken is past its sell-by date. 

seller [’selar] n a person or business that sells 
a particular type of thing □ a flower/picture 
seller □ a seller of quality wines. 

seller's market n a situation that is better for 
sellers than for buyers in which a shortage 
of certain products results in high prices. 

selling ['sehol « the act or business of selling 
things □ the buying and selling of stocks and 
shares. 

selling point n an attractive aspect of some¬ 
thing that is mentioned in order to help to 
sell it. 

selling price n [of goods, shares] the price at 
which a seller says they will sell something 
□ The initial selling price was very high. 

Sellotape™ [’sebteip] « GB a roll of clear tape 
that is sticky on one side and that is used to 
stick paper. 

♦ sellotape vf to put Sellotape on <sthg> in 
order to repair it or fasten it to something 
else □ / sellotaped the poster to the wall. 

sell-out n an event for which all the tickets 
have been sold □ a sell-out concert/match. 

seltzer ['seltsafl n US carbonated mineral wa¬ 
ter. 

selves [selvz] plural of self. 

semantic [sa'maentik] adj [difference, problem] 
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that is connected with the meaning of 
words □ Dictionaries divide words into separate 
semantic categories. 

♦ semantics « the study of the meaning of 
words. 

semaphore ['sem3fo:r] n a method of sending 
messages by holding a flag in each hand and 
moving one’s arms to different positions to 
represent letters and numbers, 

semblance ['sembbns] « some semblance of 
sthg something that looks like sthg (formal 
use) □ We restored the room to some semblance 
of order. 

semen ['silman] n the liquid containing sperm 
that is produced by men and male animals, 

semester [sa'mestal it one of the two parts 
into which a year at a university is divided, 

semi ['semi] « -1. US a large truck. -2. GB a 
semidetached house. 

semi- prefix added to words to mean partly, 
but not completely □ He's semi-retired. □ In 
the semi-darkness he made out the shape of a 
woman. □ The news is semi-official. 

semiautomatic fisemioita'maetik] adj [rifle, weap¬ 

on] that loads each bullet automatically, but 
does not fire unless the trigger is pulled, 

semicircle ['semis3irkl] n half a circle; the 
shape of half a circle □ We sat in a semicircle. 

semicircular [,semi's3:rkj3br] adj [arrangement, 

shape] that has the shape of a semicircle, 

semicolon [’semikoubn] « a symbol (;) used to 
separate parts of a sentence. 

semiconscious fisemi'knnfos] adj [person] who 
is partly conscious. 

semidetached [.semidi'taetjt] gb o adj [house, 

cottage] that is joined to another house on 
one side by a wall that is part of both 
houses. On a semidetached house, 

semifinal [,semi'fainl] n one of two games that 
are played to decide which players or teams 
will play in the final □ the semifinal round. 

semifinalist [.semi'fainbst] n a player or team 
that is playing in a semifinal. 

seminal [’semanl] adj [book, film, artist] that is 
very important and has a strong influence 
on other artists, writers etc □ He had a semi¬ 
nal influence on 20th-century photography. 

seminar ['semana:r] n a group that meets to 
discuss and learn about a subject, especially 
in universities □ They re holding a seminer on 
women in politics. 

seminary [us 'semaneri, GB -ari] {pi seminaries) 
n a college where priests or ministers are 
trained. 

Seminole ['semanool] n a member of a Native 
Amencan people who live in Florida; the 
language of this people. 

semiotics [.semi'Dtiks] n the study of commu¬ 
nication, especially the relationship between 
words and the things or ideas they refer to. 

semiprecious [.semi'prejas] adj [stone, gem] 

that is used in jewelry, art etc but is not as 
valuable as a precious stone. 

semiskilled [.semi'skild] adj [worker] who is 

partly trained in a particular skill, but can¬ 
not do specialized work, 

semiskimmed [.semi'skimd] adj semiskimmed 
milk GB milk that has had a lot of the cream 
removed. 

semitone ['semitoonj n GB the difference in 
pitch between any two notes that are next 
to each other on a piano, 

semitrailer ['semitreibr] « -1. a trailer that is 
pulled by a vehicle and has wheels only at 
the back. -2. US a large truck consisting of a 
separate part for the driver and a trailer 
joined to it by a metal bar. 

semolina [,sema'li:na] n a kind of food made 
from crushed wheat, used for making pasta, 
milky desserts etc □ semolina pudding. 

Sen. -1. abbr of senator. -2. abbr of senior. 

Senate ['senat] n the Senate in the USA and 
Australia, the smaller part of the two bodies 
that together make the laws for the govern¬ 
ment. 

W THE SENATE 
In the USA, the Senate is the upper house 
of Congress, and has 100 members, called 
senators. Each state has two senators, who 
are elected for six years by the people of 
their particular state. 

In Australia the Senate is the upper house of 
the Federal Parliament. It has 76 senators, 
12 from each state and two each from the 
two territories. They are elected for six 
years. 

senator ['senatar] « a member of a Senate. 

send [send] (pt & pp sent) vf -1. [letter, mes¬ 

sage, goods] to make <sthg> go to another 
place or person, especially by means of the 
postal system or other communication sys¬ 
tem □ Have you sent the fax? □ I'll send you a 
check by the end of the week. □ Send her my 
love. □ Did you send a birthday card to Bill? □ We 
sent it by air mail/boat/rail. -2. [employee, prison¬ 

er, patient] to tell <sb> to go somewhere or 
arrange for them to go there □ The boss sent 
him on a course/abroad on business. □ She has 
been sent to prison/Switzerland. □ / was sent 
away to school. □ We'll send somebody over right 
away to repair it. -3. [person, prices, debris] to 
make <sb/sthg> move in a particular direc¬ 
tion □ The bonfire sent flames high into the 
night. □ The blow sent me staggering backward. 
□ Rumors of a takeover sent share prices rocket¬ 
ing. -4. [person] to make <sb> have a particu¬ 
lar feeling or be in a particular state □ The 
music sent me to sleep. 

♦ send back vt sep to send sb/sthg back [letter, 

goods, person] to return sb/sthg to where 
they came from □ / tried to write to him, but he 
sent the letter back unopened. □ They were sent 
back at the border. 

♦ send for vt fus -1. to send for sb to ask sb 
to come by sending a message to them □ / 
was sent for by the principal. □ I've sent for the 
police/an ambulance. □ The general sent for re¬ 
inforcements. -2. to send for sthg [brochure 
form, information] to ask for sthg by writing 
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to somebody and asking them to send it □ / 
sent for their catalog. 

♦ send in vt sep -1. to send sb in [visitor, client] 
to allow sb to enter a room to visit a person 
□ "Mrs Black is here to see you. Sir." — "Send 
her in, please." -2. to send sb in [troops, police] 
to order sb to go into a difficult situation in 
order to solve it □ We are sending in back-up 
forces. -3. to send sthg in [application, report, 
form] to send sthg to the place where it will 
be dealt with □ It's October 2nd and I still 
haven't sent in my application form. 

♦ send off vt sep -1. to send sthg off [letter, 
package] to mail sthg □ The invoice was sent 
off last month. -2. to send a player off GB sport 
to order a player to leave the playing area □ 
Crlspini was sent off for fouling another player. 

♦ send off for vt fus to send off for sthg [prod¬ 
uct, information, goods] to ask somebody to 
mail sthg to one by writing to them □ She 
sent off for her free copy. 

♦ send up vt sep to send sb/sthg up GB to 
imitate sb/sthg in a funny way that makes 
them seem silly □ / think they're sending us up. 

sender [‘sendar] n the person who has sent a 
letter, package etc by mail □ 'Return to send¬ 
er.' 

send-off « an occasion when a lot of people 
come together to say goodbye to somebody 
□ Did they give you a good send-off when you 
left? 

send-up n GB the act of imitating somebody 
or something in a funny way that makes 
them seem silly □ They did a marvelous send- 
up of Prof Harris. 

Senegal [.sena'goil] a country in West Africa, 
on the Adantic coast. SIZE: 197,000 sq kms. 
population: 7,900,000 (Senegalese). capital: 
Dakar, language: French, currency: CFA 
franc. 

senile ['sfinail] adj [person, patient] who is con¬ 
fused and forgetful because they are old □ 
He's getting senile. 

senile dementia « a medical condition affect¬ 
ing old people in which they become forget¬ 
ful and confused. 

senility [sa'nibti] n: see senile. 

senior ['si:njar] o adj -1. a word used after the 
name of a man who has the same name as 
his son as a way of avoidng confusion □ 
Jack Dean, Senior. -2. [nurse, officer, executive] 

who has a higher position than other people 
in an organization □ She's the most senior 
member of the department. □ a senior partner. 
-3. to be senior to sb to have a position of 
higher rank than sb □ / was given the job, de¬ 
spite the fact that Dominic is senior to me. 
-4. education [pupil, prefect] older. ■ the sen¬ 
ior year in the USA, the final year of high 
school or university, o n -1. to be sb's senior 
to be older than sb □ I'm five years his senior 
or his senior by five years. -2. US education a 
student in his or her senior year □ Seniors are 
allowed out at lunchtime. 

senior citizen n an old person, especially one 
who is over 60 years old. 

senior high school n in the USA, a school 
for students between 15 and 18 years old. 

seniority [.simi'Drati] « the state of being older 
or more senior in rank than somebody else 
□ They were seated according to seniority. 

sensation [sen'seijn] « -1. a feeling that one 
has about a situation □ She had the strange 
sensation that she'd seen him before some¬ 
where. -2. a physical feeling □ a tingling sensa¬ 
tion □ I had no sensation in my left leg. -3. an 
event or situation that causes great excite¬ 
ment □ He was an overnight sensation. □ Her ap¬ 
pearance caused a sensation. 

sensational [sen'seifnal] adj -1. [victory, news, 

result] that causes great excitement □ He has 
made a sensational comeback/recovery. -2. 
[person, show, outfit] a word used to say that 
one thinks something is extremely good (in¬ 
formal use) □ You look sensational! □ Read her 
latest sensational novel! -3. [journalism, report] 

that is presented in such a way as to cause 
very strong emotions (disapproving use). 

sensationalist [sen'seijnabst] adj [journalism, re¬ 

port) that makes facts or events appear 
worse or more shocking than they really are 
(disapproving use). 

sense [sens] o n -1. [of smell, hearing] any one 
of the five natural ways in which animals or 
humans are able to know about the world 
around them using particular abilities of 
parts of their body □ the sense of smell/sight/ 
touch/hearing/taste □ Our dog has a very poor 
sense of smell. -2. a sense of sthg [of fear, 

guilt] a feeling of sthg □ She was filled with a 
sense of guilt/urgency. □ He has a strong sense 
of duty/justice. -3. [of timing, rhythm] a natural 
ability for something □ She has good dress/ 
business sense. □ a sense of timing/rhythm/ 
direction □ Applicants must have a sense of hu¬ 
mor. -4. [in making decisions, judgments] one’s 
ability to make sensible decisions and judg¬ 
ments □ She had the sense to warn us before¬ 
hand. □ That child has no sense whatsoever! ■ to 
talk sense to say wise and sensible things □ / 
like Rob — he talks a lot of sense. ■ there’s no 
sense (in) arguing/fighting etc arguing/fight¬ 
ing etc will not help the situation so it’s best 
to stop. -5. [of a word] a meaning □ Do you 
mean "funny" in the sense of "peculiar" or "hu¬ 
morous"? * to make sense [behavior, idea] to 
seem reasonable and practical; [words, sen¬ 

tence] to be able to be understood; [person] 

to talk sense □ It makes sense to phone and 
check first. □ It just doesn't make any sense to leave 
now. □ The movie made no sense whatsoever. □ 
Now you're beginning to make sense! ■ to make 
sense of sthg [of sb's words, behavior] to under¬ 
stand sthg □ / can make no sense (out) of what he 
did. -6. phrase to come to one's senses to think 
or act sensibly again after one has done some¬ 
thing stupid or had a stupid idea; to become 
conscious again □ And when he comes to his 
senses, he'll realize what a fool he's been. □ She 
finally came to her senses after lying unconscious for 
three hours. 
o vt [excitement, danger] to have the feeling or 
impression that <sthg> exists or is true □ / 
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sensed her disapproval although she said nothing. □ / 
could sense that something was wrong. 

♦ in a sense adv a phrase used to say that some¬ 
thing is partly true □ We are, in a sense, all to 
blame, n In a sense, everyone could claim to have 
contributed something to it. 

senseless [’senstas] adj -1. [gesture, waste] that 
has no purpose. -2. [person] who is uncon¬ 
scious □ The blow to his head knocked him 
senseless. 

sensibilities [,sens3'bil3tiz] npl delicate or sen¬ 
sitive feelings □ / don't want to offend anyone's 
sensibilities. 

sensible ['senssbl] adj [person, decision] that is 
reasonable, and shows intelligent, practical 
thought □ Wear sensible clothes for the walk. □ 
That wasn’t a very sensible thing to do! 

sensibly [’sensabli] adv [decide, agree, refuse] see 
sensible □ You behaved very sensibly in calling 
the police. 

sensitive [’sensstiv] adj -1. [part of the body, 

person] that is easily affected by physical 
sensations, especially pain □ He's very sensi¬ 
tive to the cold. □ This soap is specially formulat¬ 
ed for sensitive skin. -2. [teacher, parent, person] 

who understands how other people feel □ 
She's sensitive to people's feelings. □ a sensitive 
nurse/actor. -3. [person] who is easily offended 
or upset by things that people say or do □ 
Don't be so sensitive — / didn't mean it personal¬ 
ly! □ He's very sensitive to criticism/sensitive 
about his weight. -4. [subject, information, situa¬ 

tion] that needs to be dealt with very care¬ 
fully to avoid causing problems or offending 
people □ Talks are at a highly sensitive stage. 
-5. [instrument, piece of equipment] that is very 
accurate because it reacts to very slight 
changes □ These scales are extremely sensitive, 
so keep completely still. 

sensitivity fsenss'tivati] n [of one’s body, a per¬ 

son, instrument] see sensitive □ Her sensitivity to 
her students' needs is her greatest asset. 

sensor [’sens3r] n a device that is used to 
show whether a particular substance is pres¬ 
ent, especially in small quantities □ a heat/ 
light sensor. 

sensual ['sen/usl] adj -1. [body, mouth, dancing] 

that is attractive in a sexual way □ She is a 

very sensual woman. -2. [pleasure, stimulation] 

that is connected with one or more of one’s 
five senses rather than with one’s mind. 

sensuous ['senfuss] adj -1. [music, color, fabric] 

that is pleasing to one or more of one’s five 
senses rather than to one’s mind. -2. [person] 

who enjoys the pleasures of the senses, 

sent [sent] past tense & past participle of send, 

sentence ['sentsns] o « -l. grammar a group 
of words that usually contains a subject and 
a verb, expresses a statement, question, or 
exclamation, and, when written in English 
starts with a capital letter and ends with a 
penod □ He summed up the whole event in one 
sentence. -2. law a punishment given by a 
judge to a person who has been found 
guilty of a crime □ She received a two-year 
prison sentence, o vt to give <sb> a sentence 

in a court of law □ Lee was sentenced to five 
years' imprisonment. 

sententious [sen'tenfss] adj [person, remark, ad¬ 

vice] that tries to be wise, especially con¬ 
cerning people’s behavior and morals (disap¬ 
proving use). 

sentiment ['sentsmsnt] « -1. a feeling or opin¬ 
ion about something □ anti-American senti¬ 
ment □ He harbors hostile sentiments. □ / can 
only agree with the sentiments expressed by my 
colleague John Griffiths. -2. feelings that are 
too tender toward other people or things 
(disapproving use) □ We cannot afford to mix 
business with sentiment. 

sentimental [.sents'mentl] adj -1. [person, book, 

song] that is too strongly influenced by emo¬ 
tions such as love, sadness, and pity (disap¬ 
proving use) □ It's no use getting all sentimental 
about the past. □ / thought the movie was spoiled 
by its sentimental ending. -2. [reason, value] that 
concerns one’s happy memories or tender 
feelings about somebody or something □ It's 
not worth much money, but it's of great senti¬ 
mental value to me. 

sentimentality bsentsmen'taelati] n [of a person, 

song, book) see sentimental (disapproving use). 

sentinel ['sentsnl] n a sentry (old-fashioned or 
literary use). 

sentry ['sentri] {pi sentries) n a soldier who 
stands outside a place to guard it □ He was 
on sentry duty. 

Seoul [soul] the capital of South Korea, and 
its largest city, population: 8,400,000. 

separable ['sepsrsbl] adj that one can separate 
□ The two ideas are not separable. 

separate [adj & n 'seprat, vb 'sepsreit] o adj 
-1. [group, bed, room] that is not joined or 
connected to something else; [entrance, bath¬ 
room] that is for oneself and not for other 
people □ The language laboratories are housed in 
a separate building across the road. □ We lead 
separate lives. □ Keep your credit cards separate 
from your checkbook. □ They want a separate 
Basque state. -2. [matter, idea, meaning] that is 
different and not connected with something 
else □ The future of Biotech is an entirely sepa¬ 
rate issue. □ We must keep the two points clearly 
separate in our minds. □ / have heard her lecture 
on three separate occasions, 

o vt -1. [more than one person or thing] to 
keep, move, or set <sb/sthg> apart from 
something else □ A fence separates the two 
gardens. □ We got separated from the main 
group by accident. -2. [one thing] to divide 
<sthg> into parts □ This class of drug can be 
separated into four main groups. □ Separate the 
yolk from the white. -3. [similar things or people] 
to find or show that there is a difference be¬ 
tween <two or more people, groups, ideas> 
etc □ Its sometimes hard to separate fact from 
fiction or separate fact and fiction. 

° w "1- Ipeople] to move away from each 
other □ Let s separate and meet up later. □ They 
separated from the main group. -2. [group, whole 

object] to divide into different parts □ The fat 
will separate from the mixture. □ We separated 
into four groups. -3. [husband and wife, couple] 
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to stop living together □ My parents have 
separated/are separating. 

♦ separates npl different items of women’s 
clothing that can be worn separately to 
form different outfits □ matching separates. 

separated [’separeitad] adj to be separated to 
no longer be living together as a couple □ 
Her parents are separated. □ / am separated from 
my wife/husband. 

separately [’sepratli] adv [sell, enter, consider) 

see separate □ Can we pay separately? □ Wool¬ 
ens should be washed separately. 

separation bsepa'reijn] n -1. time spent apart 
from somebody □ He returned home after sev¬ 
en years' separation from his family. -2. [of a hus¬ 

band and wife] a formal agreement to live 
apart from each other □ Things became easier 
after the separation. -3. [into parts] see separate 
□ It was an emotional separation. □ the separation 
of Church and State. 

separatism ['sepratizm] n the belief that one’s 
religious or political group should be sepa¬ 
rate from a larger group, 

separatist ['sepratast] « a person who belongs 
to a group that believes in separatism, 

sepia fsiipja] adj [photograph, pigment] that is 
dark brown in color. 

Sept, abbr of September. 

September [sep'tembar] n the ninth month of 

the year in the Western calendar; see also 
February. 

septet [sep'tet] n a group of seven musicians 
or singers; a piece of music written for this 
group. 

septic ['septik] adj [toe, cut, wound] that is in¬ 
fected. 

septicemia us, septicaemia gb [,septa'si:mja] 
tt a serious medical condition in which the 
blood becomes infected, 

septic tank n a tank, especially in rural areas, 
in which sewage is broken down by the ac¬ 
tion of bacteria. 

sepulcher us, sepulchre gb [’seplkar] n a 
tomb (literary use). 

sequel ['siikwal] n -1. a novel, movie, play etc 
that continues the story of an earlier one □ 
He's working on a sequel to his last movie. 
-2. something that happens after or as a re¬ 
sult of an earlier event □ / never told you about 
the sequel to that lunch. 

Sequence ['siikwans] n -1. a series of events, 
aCtlhhs, or things that come one after anoth¬ 
er □ There has been a sequence of disasters. 
-2. the order in which events, actions, or 
things happen □ Please try to recall the exact 
sequence of events that night. ■ in sequence in 
order □ in historical/chronological/numerical se¬ 
quence. -3. a short section of a movie that 
contains one particular scene or piece of ac¬ 
tion □ You know that sequence when Branson 
pulls a gun and starts to shoot7 

sequester [si'kwestar], sequestrate ['siikwast- 
reit] vt [assets, goods, property! to take <sthg> 
that belongs to a person or organization and 
keep it until a debt has been paid or a court 
order has been obeyed. 

sequin fsi:kwan] « one of many small shiny 
disks sewn onto a piece of clothing as deco¬ 
ration. 

sera [’siara] plural of serum. 

Serb [s3:rb] n & adj: see Serbia. 

Serbia l's3:rbja] a country in southeastern 
Europe. It is one of the two republics re¬ 
maining after the other Yugoslavian repub¬ 
lics became independent in 1991 and 1992. 
size: 55,968 sq kms. population: 5,744,000 
(Serbs, Serbians), capital: Belgrade, language: 
Serbo-Croat, currency: Yugoslavian dinar. 

Serbian l's3:rbjan] n & adj: see Serbia. 

Serbo-Croat [,s3:rbou'krouaet], Serbo-Croatian 
[,S3:rboukroo'eifn] n a language that is spoken 
in Serbia, Croatia, and parts of other coun¬ 
tries of the former Yugoslavia, 

serenade [,sera'neid] o n -1. a song or piece 
of music sung or played at night to a wom¬ 
an by a lover. -2. a piece of gende music for 
a small orchestra □ Dvorak's string serenade, 
o vt to sing or play a serenade to <sb>. 

serene [sa'riin] adj that seems calm and 
peaceful □ looking out at the serene blue sea □ 
She gave a serene smile. 

serenely [sa'riinli] adv [gaze, smile] see serene □ 
She seemed serenely confident. 

serenity [sa'renati] n: see serene, 

serf [s3:rf] « history a worker, especially in 
medieval Europe, who could be bought and 
sold with the land that they worked on. 

serge [s3ird3] n a strong woolen cloth used for 
making coats, suits, trousers etc. 

sergeant ['sa:rd3ant] n -1. an army officer who 
is above a corporal in rank. -2. a police of¬ 
ficer of the second-lowest rank who is 
above a constable. 

sergeant major n an army officer who is 
above a sergeant in rank, 

serial ['siarial] n a story that is broadcast, tele¬ 
vised, or published in parts over a period of 
time. 

serialize, -ise ['siarialaiz] vt [book, storyl to pub¬ 
lish or broadcast <sthg> as a serial, 

serial killer n a person who commits several 
similar murders at different times, 

serial number n a number on an item, e.g. a 
check or banknote, that identifies it from 
the rest of a series. 

series ['siariiz] (pi series) n -1. a number of 
similar things, events etc that come one af¬ 
ter another □ a series of disasters/phone calls/ 
articles. -2. radio & tv a number of programs 
with the same title that are each complete 
stories but have the same theme, characters 
etc □ a new drama series for television. 

serious 1'siarias] adj -1. [illness, mistake, acci¬ 

dent] that has or is likely to have very unfor¬ 
tunate or bad results □ You could have caused 
a serious accident driving like that. □ serious 
crime. -2. [decision, situation, problem] that is 
important, difficult to deal with, and causes 
worry or concern □ You will be in serious trou¬ 
ble if anyone ever finds out. -3. to be serious 
[person] to be sincere and not joking □ a seri- 
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ous discussion □ Are you serious about wanting 
to leave? -4. [newspaper, magazine, movie] that 
is intended to make people think rather 
than to entertain them □ Dave likes serious 
music, not all this pop garbage. -5. [person, ex¬ 
pression, tone of voice] that seems thoughtful 
and slightly worried □ You're looking very seri¬ 
ous. 

seriously ['siariasli] adv -1. [think, consider, talk] 

see serious □ I seriously think we should go. ■ to 
take sb/sthg seriously to believe that sb/sthg 
is important and deserves to be treated with 
respect □ / tried telling them, but no one would 
take me seriously. □ We are taking these threats 
seriously. -2. [believe, suggest, mean] a word 
used to show that one means what one is 
saying and is not joking □ Can you seriously 
imagine me in that hat? □ "/ still love him." — 
"Seriously?" -3. [ill, mistaken] very badly □ 
‘Cigarettes can seriously damage your health.' □ If 
you think I am getting in that car you are seriously 
mistaken. 

seriousness ['smriasnas] n [of a mistake, expres¬ 
sion, situation etc] see serious □ Doctors failed to 
appreciate the seriousness of his illness. ■ in all 
seriousness a phrase used to show that one 
is being completely serious when one says 
something □ In all seriousness, I'm prepared to 
resign. □ You can't in all seriousness be intending 
to give him the job! 

sermon ['s3:rman] « -l. religion a talk on a 
moral or religious subject given by a clergy¬ 
man during a church service. -2. a spoken 
warning or piece of advice, usually about 
one’s behavior (disapproving use). 

serpent ['s3:rp3nt] n a snake (literary use). 

serrated [sa'reitsd] adj [edge, blade] that has 
teeth like a saw. 

serum ['siarem] (pi serums or sera) n the wa- 
tery part of blood; this liquid used as a vac¬ 
cine to protect against certain diseases. 

servant ['s3:rv3nt] n a person employed to do 
household work in somebody else’s home. 

serve [s3:rv] o vt -1. [country, company, master] 
to do good or useful work for <sb/sthg> □ / 
have served this organization for over 15 years. 
-2. to serve a purpose to be useful □ Does this 
handle serve any useful purpose, or is it just for 
decoration? □ That cabinet serves absolutely no 
purpose at all — / vote we get rid of it. -3. [town, 
area] to provide <a place> with an essential 
or important service, e.g. gas, water, or 
transportation □ Which airport serves Ottawa? 
□ a network that serves the whole of the USA 
-4. to provide <food or drink> for some¬ 
body, e.g. in a restaurant or cafe □ They 
served us coffee or served coffee to us while we 
waited. □ What time is breakfast served? -5. to 
deal with <a customer> in a store, restau¬ 
rant etc by showing and selling them things 
taking their order etc □ Would you mind serv¬ 
ing that customer, please? o We were served by 
a very rude young waiter. -6. law [writ, sum¬ 
mons, court order] to give or send <an order> 
to appear in court □ He has been served with a 
summons or /\ summons has been served on 
him. -7. [prison sentence, apprenticeship, term of 

office] to spend <a period of time> doing 
something for official reasons □ She served 
ten years for manslaughter. -8. sport to hit <a 
ball> toward one’s opponent to start play in 
tennis, volleyball etc □ Navratilova served the 
ball right into the net. -9. phrase it serves you 
right a phrase used to tell somebody that 
something unpleasant or unfortunate that 
has happened to them is their own fault and 
they deserve it □ It serves you right if he re¬ 
fused, you should never have asked him in the 
first place. 

o vi -1. [in an organization] to carry out duties 
as a member of an organization such as a 
government department or an army □ / previ¬ 
ously served on an advisory committee. -2. to 
serve as sthg to be used or understood as 
sthg □ The hall served as a study. □ Let this 
serve as a warningl -3. to serve to do sthg to 
have the effect of doing sthg □ This only 
served to make things worse. □ This serves to il¬ 
lustrate the point I was trying to make. -4. [at a 

meal] to give somebody food or drink at a 
meal □ Shall I serve or will you? -5. [in a store, 

bar] to deal with customers □ There was no¬ 
body serving at the counter. -6. sport to hit a 
ball toward one’s opponent to start play in 
tennis, volleyball etc □ You serve, 

o n sport the act of serving the ball □ It's 
your serve. 

♦ serve out, serve up vt sep to serve sthg out 
or up [food, drinks] to divide sthg into por¬ 
tions and give it to people at a mezd; to pre¬ 
sent sthg as a meal or part of a meal. 

server ['S3:rv3r] « a computer that provides a 
particular service to computers on the same 
network □ a print/file server. 

service ['s3:rvas] o n -1. [in an area] a system 
or organization that supplies a public need □ 
the postal/fire service. -2. [for the public] some¬ 
thing that is provided for the public by a 
business, organization etc □ A bus service is 
available free to the public. □ a 24-hour banking 
service. -3. [in a firm] employment in a firm, 
organization etc or as a domestic servant □ 
She s in domestic service. □ a long-service award. 
-4. [in a store, hotel] the attention given to 
customers or work done for them □ The ser¬ 
vice in here is slow/terrible/excellent. □ 'Service 
not included.' -5. military the performance of 
duties in the armed forces □ He saw active 
service in Korea. -6. [of a vehicle, machine] the 
examination, adjustment, and repair of 
something to keep it working efficiently □ I 
took the car in for a service. □ The water heater is 
due for a service. -7. religion a religious cer¬ 
emony □ Sunday/morning service. -8."[of dishes] 
a complete set of dishes, plates, cups etc 
used for serving a meal □ a dinner/tea service. 
-9. in service [machine] in use or available for 
use. ■ out of service [machine] not in use or 
avadable for use □ This model has been with¬ 
drawn from service. -10. sport the act of serv¬ 
ing the ball, e.g. in tennis □ My service is very 
weak -11. phrase to be of service to help 
somebody (formal use). 

° ' f "!• Vehicle, machine] to examine, adjust, 
and repair <sthg> to keep it working effi- 
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ciently □ My car has always been regularly ser¬ 
viced. -2. finance [loan, debt] to pay the inter¬ 
est on <sthg>. 

♦ services npl -1. = service area. -2. military 
the services the armed forces □ He's in the 
services. -3. help or work done for other 
people □ The surgeon offered his services free 
of charge. □ His services to the community were 
never properly rewarded. 

serviceable [’s3:rv3S3bl] adj practical and 
useful rather than beautiful or decorative □ 
This coat may not look too good but it's service¬ 
able and warm. 

service area n a place next to a highway 
where drivers can use a service station, res¬ 
taurant, rest rooms etc. 

service charge n -1. an amount added to a 
restaurant bill to pay for the service provid¬ 
ed by the staff □ Have they added a service 
charge? □ A service charge of 10% is included on 
the bill. -2. an amount of money paid to the 
owners of an apartment building to pay for 
certain services, e.g. the cleaning of stairs 
and corridors. 

service industries npl industries that provide 
services, e.g. insurance and transportation, 
rather than make goods, 

serviceman ['s3:rv3sm3n] (pi servicemen [-man]) 
n a man who is in the armed forces, 

service station « a garage next to a road that 
sells gasoline from pumps, has a store sell¬ 
ing useful things for road users, e.g. oil, 
maps, and snack foods, and that often re¬ 
pairs or services motor vehicles, 

servicewoman ['s3:rvaswuman] {pi servicewom¬ 
en) n a woman who is in the armed forces, 

serviette [,s3:rvi'et] tt GB a square of paper or 
cloth used to wipe one’s mouth and hands 
while eating. 

servile ['s3:rvail] adj [person] who shows some¬ 
body too much respect and is too eager to 
obey or please them (disapproving use) □ He 
was respectful, but never servile. 

serving [ s3:rvig] o adj -1. a serving spoon/dish 
a spoon/dish that is used for serving food. 
-2. [officer, member, diplomat] who is in office, 
o tt a portion of food for one person, 

sesame [’sessmi] n a tropical plant grown for 
its seeds which are used in cooking and for 
making cooking oil □ sesame seeds/oil. 

session ['sejn] « -1. a formal meeting or series 
of meetings of a court, parliament, or coun¬ 
cil □ The court is in session. □ The next parlia¬ 
mentary session begins in October. -2. a period 
of time spent on one particular activity □ a 
recording/discussion/drinking session □ We need 
a session to work out our budgets. □ the morn¬ 
ing/afternoon session. -3. US a school or uni¬ 
versity term. 

set [set] {pt & pp set, cont setting) o vt -1. 
[object] to put <sthg> in a particular place in 
a careful and deliberate way □ She brought in 
the turkey and set it in front of Dad to carve. □ / 
lifted Amy out of the chair and set her on the 
floor. -2. to be set into/in sthg [in a surface] to 
be fixed into/in sthg □ a diamond set in a circle 

of sapphires □ Metal bars had been set into the 
concrete. -3. to set sthg on fire/in motion etc 
to cause sthg to start burning/happening etc 
□ You nearly set the kitchen on fire! □ The divor¬ 
ce proceedings have been set in motion. □ Why 
don't you call her and set your mind at rest? ■ to 
set sb free to free sb who has been in prison 
or tied up □ The last prisoner has been set free. 
-4. to set the table to put knives, forks, 
plates etc on a table so that people can eat □ 
How many shall I set the table for? □ Set an extra 
place for Lee. -5. [alarm, meter, timer] to adjust 
<sthg> so that it starts working at a particu¬ 
lar time □ What temperature should I set the 
oven at? □ You'd better set the alarm for six thir¬ 
ty. m to set a trap to prepare a trap so that it 
will catch an animal. -6. to set a date to de¬ 
cide that something will happen on a par¬ 
ticular date □ Have they set a date for their 
wedding yet? ■ to set a price/limit etc to de¬ 
cide that something will have a particular 
price/limit etc □ A new minimum wage is to be 
set. □ We have to follow the guidelines set by the 
Department. -7. to set an example/a precedent 
to do something that other people can copy 
as an example/a precedent □ That jump has 
set a new world record. □ If I give Jack time off, 
it’ll be setting a precedent for the rest of the 
staff. -8. GB [exam, homework, essay] to give a 
student <a piece of work> to do □ The 
trainees were set an exercise on team-building. 
-9. [target, standard] to tell somebody to try 
to achieve <sthg> □ Be sure to set yourself re¬ 
alistic goals. -10. medicine to put <a broken 
bone> in a fixed position so that it will 
mend correcdy □ The leg will have to be set in 
plaster. -11. to set sthg to music [poem, words, 

story] to write music for sthg. -12. to be set 
in a particular place/period [story, movie] to be 
shown to be happening in a particular 
place/period □ The action is set in medieval Ja¬ 
pan. -13. to set sb's hair to arrange sb’s hair 
in a particular style using rollers. 
o vi -1. [sun] to move out of sight below the 
horizon at the end of the day □ The sun was 
already beginning to set over the city. -2. [jelly, 

yogurt] to become solid; [cement, glue] to be¬ 
come hard □ Leave the chocolate mousse to set 
overnight in a cool place. 
o adj -1. [procedure, amount, pattern) that is 
fixed and cannot be easily changed □ My 
boss leaves work at a set time every day. □ Her 
parents have very set ideas about marriage. □ He 
does everything according to a set routine. ■ to 
be set in one's ways to be unable to change 
the way one lives because one has lived that 
way for so long □ They're both too set in their 
ways to get married now. -2. a set book/text GB 
a book/text that is part of a course of study 
□ "Othello" is one of our set texts this year. 
-3. to be (all) set to do sthg [person] to be go¬ 
ing to do sthg very soon □ / was all set to get 
in the car and drive off when I heard the phone 
ring. □ The Republicans seem set to win. -4. to 
be set on doing sthg to be determined to do 
sthg □ We've tried to talk her out of it, but she 
seems set on marrying him. ■ to be dead set 
against sthg [against a decision, proposal, idea] 

to be strongly opposed to sthg □ / want to 
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leave school, but my parents are dead set against 
the idea. 

On-1. [of keys, teeth, golf clubs] a group of 
things that belong together and make a 
whole; the group of things needed for a par¬ 
ticular activity □ a set of saucepans/tires □ a 
set of instructions/guidelines □ a chess/chem¬ 
istry/picnic set. -2. = television set □ Do not ad¬ 
just your set. -3. [of a movie] the place where a 
movie is acted and filmed; [of a play] the 
scenery, furniture etc on a stage where a 
play is being acted □ Silence on set! □ / didn't 
like the production, but the set was good. -4. 
sport a series of at least six games in tennis 
□ Sampras is leading by two sets to love. 

♦ set about vt fus to set about doing sthg to 
start doing sthg, especially in a determined 
way □ We had a coffee, then set about clearing 
up the mess. 

♦ set against vt sep -1. to set sthg against 
sthg to compare sthg with sthg different or 
more important □ The problems of the inner 
cities have to be set against the deprivation of ru¬ 
ral areas, m to set sthg against tax to subtract 
sthg from the total amount of tax one has 
to pay. -2. to set sb against sb/sthg to make 
sb dislike or criticize sb/sthg they liked be¬ 
fore □ She's set those children against their fa¬ 
ther. □ / know he's been trying to set everyone 
against me. 

♦ set ahead vt sep us to set a clock/watch 
ahead to make a clock/watch show a later 
time □ She always sets her watch five minutes 
ahead. 

♦ set apart vt sep to set sb/sthg apart [quality, 

characteristic, appearance] to show sb/sthg to 
be obviously different and sometimes better 
than others of the same kind n Our unique 
commitment to quality sets this airline apart from 
its competitors. 

♦ set aside vt sep -1. to set sthg aside [money, 

time, food] to save sthg so that it can be used 
later □ Remember to set aside at least half an 
hour to read through your answers. -2. to set 
sthg aside (decision, fact, feeling] to deliberate¬ 
ly pay no attention to sthg when one is 
considering a problem or situation □ Setting 
aside the political impact of the change, does it 
make economic sense? 

♦ set back vt sep -1. to set sb/sthg back to 
delay sb/sthg □ The traffic jam set us back (by) 
at least an hour. -2. to set sb back by a particu¬ 
lar amount to cost sb a particular amount of 
money (informal use) □ Taking the kids to Dis¬ 
neyland could set you back $100! -3. to be set 
back from sthg to be some distance from 
sthg □ The house is set back a little way from 
the mam road. -4. to set a clock/watch back us 
to make a clock/watch show an earlier time. 

♦ set down vt sep -1. to set sthg down [state¬ 

ment, thought, fact] to write sthg down □ 
While he was traveling, he set down his impres¬ 
sions of China in his diaries. -2. to set sthg 
down to put sthg down, especially a large or 
heavy object □ Set that crate down gently, it's 
full of glasses. -3. to set sb down gb [passen¬ 

ger] to stop a car and allow sb to get out □ 

There's an area for setting down passengers out¬ 
side Terminal 1. 

♦ set in vi [infection, bad weather, depression] to 
start and seem likely to continue □ By late 
afternoon the rain had set in, so the game was 
canceled. 

♦ set off o vi [person, vehicle] to start a trip □ 
What time did you set off? o vt sep -1. to set 
sthg off [argument, avalanche, chain reaction] to 
cause sthg to start happening, especially 
without intending to □ Her resignation set off 
a flurry of speculation and rumors in the press. 
-2. to set sthg off [bomb, firework, mine] to 
cause sthg to explode; [alarm, fire extinguisher, 

siren] to cause sthg to start working □ The 
bomb was set off when the car engine started 
up. □ The burned cookies accidentally set off the 
smoke alarm. 

♦ set on vt sep to set sb/sthg on sb [dog, po¬ 

lice, guard] to cause sb/sthg to attack sb □ The 
owner of the store set his dog on the intruders. 

♦ set out o vt sep -1. to set sthg out [chairs, 

food, wares] to arrange sthg so that it can be 
looked at or used □ Set out four cups and sau¬ 
cers for coffee. -2. to set sthg out (facts, theory, 

results] to explain sthg clearly in an organ¬ 
ized way □ The pros and cons of the merger are 
all set out in my document, o vt fus to set out 
to do sthg to decide to do sthg and start do¬ 
ing it in a determined way □ / believe he de¬ 
liberately set out to cause trouble, o vi [person] 

to start a trip, especially a long or difficult 
one □ Eventually we sold our few remaining pos¬ 
sessions and set out for home. 

♦ set up o vt sep -1. to set up sthg [company, 

organization, system] to create sthg and start it 
working □ The firm was set up in 1988. m to set 
oneself up to start one’s own business □ 
She s hoping to set herself up as a translator. ■ 
to set up house or home to start living in a 
place permanently □ They want to marry and 
set up home together. -2. to set sthg up [deal, 

meeting, interview] to arrange for sthg to hap¬ 
pen □ Do you think you'd be able to set up an 
interview with Nielsen for me? -3. to set up sthg 
[roadblock, statue, stall] to put sthg in position 
□ Police set up roadblocks near all ports and air¬ 
ports. -4. to set up sthg [equipment, camera, 

projector] to prepare sthg for use by putting 
it in the right place, checking that it works 
etc □ / need someone to set up the overhead 
projector for me in time for the lecture. -5. to set 
sb up to cause sb to appear to be guilty of a 
crime they have not committed (informal use) 
□ I've been set up I 

o vi to set up (in business) to start one’s 
own business □ I set up on my own/in insur¬ 
ance four years ago. 

setback ['setbask] n something that delays or 
prevents progress toward a successful result 
□ We suffered numerous setbacks before we 
could finally get the business up and running. 

set menu n a meal that is offered at a fixed 
price with a limited choice of dishes. 

setsquare [lsetskwe3r] n GB a flat triangular 
piece of plastic, metal, or wood used for 
drawing angles and lines. 
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settee [se'ti:] n a comfortable soft seat with a 
back and arms, for two or more people. 

setter ['setar] n a long-haired dog that can be 
trained by hunters to find animals or birds. 

setting ['setirj] n -1. the surroundings of a par¬ 
ticular place □ The house-stands in a beautiful 
setting of trees and fields. -2. [for a story] the 
time and place where a story, event etc 
takes place □ Rio is the perfect setting for this 
movie. -3. [of controls] a position in which a 
dial or the controls of an instrument are set 
□ Are you sure you've got it on the right setting? 

settle ['setl] o vf -1. [dispute, argument, issue] to 
end <sthg> in an agreement or a decision □ 
That's settled: we're going to Spain. □ I want this 
matter to be settled promptly. -2. [bill, debt, 
claim] to pay <sthg>. -3. to make <sb> com¬ 
fortable □ Ken settled herself in an armchair and 
opened his book. □ She settled the patients for 
the night. -4. [nerves, stomach] to calm <sthg> 
□ Take some bicarbonate to settle your stomach, 
o vi -1. to make one’s home somewhere □ 
They've settled in Baltimore. -2. to make one¬ 
self comfortable □ I/Ve settled in front of the fire 
for the evening. -3. [dust, sediment, fog] to 
come down and stay somewhere □ The tea 
leaves settled in the bottom of the cup. -4. to 
settle on sthg [bird, insect] to land on sthg. 

♦ settle down vi -1. to settle down to sthg to 
begin to give one’s attention to sthg □ Even¬ 
tually I settled down to writing the report. □ She 
settled down to her magazine. -2. to start to 
live a quieter, more stable life □ When are 
you going to get married and settle down? -3. to 
gradually adapt and get used to a new situa¬ 
tion □ Are you settling down in your new job? 
-4. to make oneself comfortable □ They set¬ 
tled down for supper/the night. -5. to become 
calm or quiet □ Settle down now, children! □ 
Let's wait for things to settle down before we an¬ 
nounce any more changes. 

♦ settle for vt fus to settle for sthg to accept 
or agree to sthg that is not what one really 
wanted □ I'm not prepared to settle for less. 

♦ settle in vi to gradually adapt and get used 
to a new situation, e.g. a new home or job □ 
How are you settling in at your new school? 

♦ settle on vt fus to settle on sthg to decide 
on sthg □ There was an enormous choice but 
we finally settled on the blue sedan. 

♦ settle up vi to pay a bill or amount owed □ 
Can I settle up with you later? 

settled ['setid] adj [weather] that is stable and 
is not going to change. 

settlement [’setlmant] n -1. [of a dispute, argu¬ 
ment, issue] an agreement or decision that 
settles something □ a peace/wage settlement □ 
Negotiators are hoping to reach a settlement. 
-2. [of people] a large group of people who 
have recently come to a place, usually from 
a foreign country, to live and create new 
towns and villages □ Tutsi settlements. -3. [of 
a bill, debt, claim] see settle □ ■/ enclose a check 
in settlement of my account. 

settler [’setlar] n a member of a new settle¬ 
ment □ settlers on the West Bank. 

set-to n a fight or argument (informal use). 

set-up « (informal use) -1. the way in which 
something is run or organized □ He's new to 
the firm so he doesn't know the set-up yet. -2. a 
secret arrangement to make somebody ap¬ 
pear guilty of a crime, or to put them in 
danger □ This is a set-up! 

seven f'sevn] mitti the number 7; see also five □ 
The mall is open seven days a week. 

Seven Sisters npl the Seven Sisters a name 
used for the seven most respected colleges 
for women in the USA. They are Vassar, 
Wellesley, Smith, Bryn Mawr, Barnard, Rad- 
cliff e, and Mount Holyoke, 

seventeen [,sevn'ti:n] num the number 17; see 
also fifteen. 

seventeenth [,sevn'ti:n0] num 17th; number 
17 in a series; see also fifteenth, 

seventh ['sevnG] num 7th; number 7 in a se¬ 
ries; see also fifth. 

Seventh-Day Adventist [-’aedvantast] n a 
member of a Protestant church who believes 
that Jesus Christ will come back to Earth 
soon. 

seventh heaven n to be in (one’s) seventh 
heaven to be completely happy, 

seventieth ['sevntjaG] num 70th; number 70 in 
a series; see also fiftieth. 

seventy ['sevnti] num the number 70; see also 
fifty. 

sever ['sevar] vt -1. [limb, artery, pipe] to cut 
through <sthg> completely so that it is no 
longer attached to the main part. -2. [links, 

relations] to bring <sthg> to an end □ We 
have severed all ties with non-EU companies. 

several ['sevral] o det used to refer to a num¬ 
ber of people, things, or places that is not 
large but is more than two □ He was missing 
for several days. □ Several people reported seeing 
the stolen car. □ several hundred/thousand dollars 
□ It took several attempts to get the car to start, 
o pron: I've already read several of her books. □ 
There were several of us in the office that day. 

severance ['sevrans] « [of links, ties, relations] 

see sever. 

severance pay n money paid to employees 
who have been dismissed by a company be¬ 
cause it no longer has a job for them, 

severe [sa'viar] adj -1. [injury, shortage, setback] 

serious □ There are severe food shortages in 
some areas. -2. [pain, shock] that is intense □ 
Nicole was in severe pain from her injury. 
-3. [winter, conditions] that causes suffering 
and difficulty □ Driving conditions are extremely 
severe. -4. [person, criticism, measures] that is 
harsh and unkind □ Don't be too severe on 
her. 

severely [sa'viadi] adv -1. severely injured/ 
damaged etc seriously injured/damaged etc □ 
Our stocks are severely depleted. -2. [say, look, 

answer] see severe □ He was severely rep¬ 
rimanded. 

severity [sa'verati] « [of conditions, criticism, a 

problem] see severe □ the severity of her tone. 

sew [soo] (us pp sewed or sewn, GB pp sewn) 
o vi to put stitches in cloth using a needle 
and thread, o vt -1. to join or fasten <sthg> 
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by sewing □ The seam has been badly sewn. □ 
She sewed on all those sequins one by one. 
-2. to repair <a hole, tear> etc by sewing. 

♦ sew up vt sep -1. to sew a hole/tear up to 
repair a hole/tear by sewing. ■ to sew pieces 
of cloth up to join pieces of cloth by sewing. 
-2. to sew sthg up [deal, election, game] to ar¬ 
range sthg in a satisfactory way (informal 
use) □ It's all sewn up! -3. to have a Situation 
sewn up to control or dominate a situation 
(informal use) □ The company seems to have the 
domestic market sewn up. 

sewage ['su:id3l n waste matter from human 
bodies that is carried away from houses in 
drains □ a plant for treating raw sewage. 

sewage farm, sewage works n a place 
where sewage is treated so that it is no 
longer harmful. 

sewer ['su:ar] n an underground pipe or pas¬ 
sage that carries sewage □ a sewer pipe. 

sewerage ['su:and3l n the system of carrying 
away sewage through sewers, 

sewing ['souig] n -1. the activity of sewing 
things □ / can't stand sewing! -2. things that 
are being sewn a a pile of sewing. 

sewing machine n a machine for sewing that 
is worked by hand or by electricity, 

sewn [soon] past participle of sew. 

sex [seks] n -1. the condition of being male or 
female □ factors that determine the sex of a 
baby □ sex discrimination. -2. either one of the 
two groups, male and female, into which 
people and animals are divided □ people of 
both sexes □ the male/female/opposite sex. -3. 
any physical activity between two people 
that involves exciting the sex organs for 
pleasure or in order to make a woman preg¬ 
nant □ He had never really enjoyed sex. □ 
Margot still considers sex immoral. ■ to have sex 
with sb to have sexual intercourse with sb. 

sex aid n an object designed to help people 
enjoy sex more. 

sex appeal n sexual attractiveness, 

sex change n an operation or type of treat¬ 
ment that makes a person look more like a 
person of the opposite sex. 

sex education n education on sexual activity 
and relationships, usually given to children, 

sexism ['seksizm] n sexist beliefs or attitudes, 

sexist [ seksast] (disapproving use) o adj [remark, 

attitude, person] that suggests that one sex, 
especially the female sex, is less important 
able, or intelligent than the other sex. o n a 
person, usually a man, who has sexist atti¬ 
tudes. 

sex life « a person’s sexual activities □ They 
have an active/a healthy sex life. 

sex object n a person seen only in terms of 
their sexual attractiveness and not their per¬ 
sonality, mind etc. 

sex shop n a store where sex aids, videos 
magazmes etc are sold. 

sex symbol « a famous person who a lot of 
people think is sexually attractive. 

sextet [seks'tet] « a group of six musicians or 

singers; a piece of music written for such a 
group. 

sextuplet [sek'stApbt] « any one of six babies 
bom at the same birth. 

sexual ['sekfual] adj -1. [feeling, relationship, 

abuse] that is connected with sex □ his first 
sexual experience. -2. [politics, discrimination] 

that is connected with differences between 
the two sexes □ sexual equality/inequality. 

sexual assault « an attack, usually by a man 
on a woman, that involves rape, attempted 
rape, or some form of sexual violence. 

sexual harassment « annoying behavior to¬ 
ward another person, e.g. at work, that in¬ 
volves unwanted sexual advances, remarks, 
jokes etc. 

sexual intercourse « the physical act in 
which a man puts his penis into a woman’s 
vagina for pleasure or to make her pregnant. 

sexuality [.sekfu'aetati] tt -1. a person’s ability 
to experience sexual feelings □ a discussion 
about women's sexuality. -2. the particular 
way in which a person experiences sexual 
feelings, e.g. toward people of the same sex 
or of a different sex □ He was unsure about his 
sexuality. 

sexually ['sekjirali] adv [active, attractive] see 
sexual □ Marsha was sexually harassed/abused. 
□ a sexually transmitted disease. 

sexy I'seksi] (compar sexier, superl sexiest) adj 
[person, voice, picture] that is sexually attrac¬ 
tive or exciting □ That’s a very sexy dress 
you're wearing. 

Seychelles [sei'felz]: the Seychelles a country 
consisting of a group of islands in the Indian 
Ocean, east of Kenya. SIZE: 410 sq kms. 
population: 70,000 (Seychellois). capital: Vic¬ 
toria. language: Creole, English, French, cur¬ 

rency: Seychelles rupee. 

sf, SF n abbr of science fiction. 

SFO {abbr of Serious Fraud Office) n the SFO 
the British government department respon¬ 
sible for investigating serious fraud in com¬ 
panies. 

Sgt abbr of sergeant. 

sh [J] excl used to tell people to be silent or 
make less noise □ Sh, the baby's asleep! □ Sh, I 
want to hear what he's saying! 

shabby ['Jaebi] {compar shabbier, superl shabbi¬ 
est) adj -1. [clothes, furniture] that is old and 
has been used a lot □ We sat down on a shab¬ 
by old sofa. -2. [person] who is wearing shab¬ 
by clothes □ Caralli came in, looking as shabby 
as ever in an old greatcoat. -3. (treatment, trick, 

behavior] that one thinks is mean and unfair 
□ / think that was a shabby trick to play on some¬ 
one! 

shack Lfaek] n a small roughly-built shed, hut, 
or house. 

shackle [’Jaekl] vt -1. [prisoner] to put shackles 
on <sb>. -2. to limit the freedom of <sb> to 
act, speak, think etc (literary use). 

♦ shackles npl -l. metal rings joined by a 
chain, used to tie a prisoner’s wrists or an¬ 
kles together. -2. limits on somebody’s free¬ 
dom to act, speak, think etc (literary use). 
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shade [Jeid] o n -1. a darker and cooler area 
where there is no sunlight because some¬ 
thing stands between this area and the sun 
□ The tall buildings provided welcome shade from 
the sun. □ We sat in the shade of a tree/an um¬ 
brella. -2. [of a lamp) the part of a lamp that 
goes around the bulb to stop the light from 
dazzling people. -3. [of a color] a color that is 
slighdy darker or lighter than a main color 
such as red or blue □ We have a wide range of 
suits in discreet shades of blue and gray to 
choose from. -4. [of meaning, opinion] a slight 
variation □ subtle shades of meaning. 
o vt to protect <sb/sthg> from direct light 
or heat □ He raised his hand to shade his eyes 
from the blazing sun. 

o vi to shade into sthg to change very gradu¬ 
ally into sthg else □ The two colors shade into 
each other. 

♦ shades tip I sunglasses (informal use). 

shading ['Jeidig] « the darker areas in a pic¬ 
ture that make things look real and three- 
dimensional. 

shadow ['Jaedou] « -1. a dark shape on a sur¬ 
face that is produced when something pre¬ 
vents direct light from reaching the surface 
□ She watched her own shadow as she walked. 
□ The building cast a huge shadow over the 
street. -2. a dark and cool area where the 
sunlight is blocked out □ The yard is in shad¬ 
ow for most of the day. -3. [under one's eyes] a 
dark area or patch like a shadow under 
one’s eyes caused e.g. by illness or lack of 
sleep □ He had dark shadows under his eyes. 
-4. phrases to be a shadow of one’s former 
self to have lost the strength, enthusiasm, 
skill etc one used to have. ■ there’s not a or 
the shadow of a doubt there’s no doubt at all 
□ There's not a shadow of a doubt that Klaus is 
guilty. 

shadow cabinet n GB the leaders of the main 
opposition party in Parliament, who will be¬ 
come ministers if they win the next elec¬ 
tion. 

shadowy [’fsdooi] adj -1. [corridor, corner, for¬ 

est) that is dark and full of shadows □ / 
walked between the tall shadowy buildings. 
-2. [figure, outline, form] that is difficult to see 
clearly because there is not enough light □ A 
shadowy figure was standing near the doorway. 
-3. [person, group! that little is known about 
□ the shadowy world of the Mafia. 

shady ['Jeidi] (compar shadier, superl shadiest) 
adj -1. [yard, spot, corner] that is in the shade 
□ We found a shr--pot for our picnic. -2. (tree, 

canopy] ,... ;!e □ They sat under a 
shady tree. -3. [person, deal, organization] that is 

not completely honest □ There's something 
very shady going on here. 

shaft [US faeft, GB Jaift] n -1. a long, narrow, 
often vertical space or passage □ a mine/an 
elevator/a ventilator shaft. -2. [in a machine] a re¬ 
volving rod in a machine o a drive/propeller 
shaft. -3. a shaft of light a narrow beam of 
light. 

shaggy ['Jsegi] (compar shaggier, superl shaggi¬ 
est) adj -1. [hair, beard] that looks long, 

rough, and untidy. -2. [dog] that has a shag¬ 
gy coat. -3. [carpet, rug, coatl that has long 
rough fibers. 

shaggy-dog story n a long rambling joke, 
usually with a deliberately silly ending. 

shake [Jerk] {pt shook, pp shaken) o vt -1. to 
cause <sb/sthg> to move up and down or 
from side to side with quick short move¬ 
ments □ He shook her angrily. □ / shook myself 
free. □ He shook the snow out of his hair, o 

'Shake the bottle well before use.' ■ to shake 
sb’s hand, to shake sb by the hand to shake 
sb’s right hand in one’s own when one 
greets them, says goodbye, or agrees on 
something □ We shook hands and said goodbye. 
□ She shook hands with me and said, "Well 
done." ■ to shake one’s head to move one’s 
head from side to side to say “no” or to 
show that one disagrees, disapproves, has 
doubts, is sad etc o Murphy shook his head dis¬ 
approvingly. □ She shook her head in disgust. 
-2. [person] to upset or shock <sb> □ She was 
badly shaken by the news. -3. [faith, confidence, 

trust! to weaken <sthg> □ These latest results 
have shaken investors' confidence in the bank, 
o vi [person, voice] to tremble, usually uncon¬ 
trollably □ He was shaking with cold/fear. 
On an act of shaking □ He was so naive about 
it, I wanted to give him a good shake. 

♦ shake down vt sep US (informal use) -1. to 
shake sb down to get money from sb by 
threats, tricks etc. -2. to shake sb/sthg down 
to search sb/sthg thoroughly. 

♦ shake off vt sep -1. to shake sb off [police, 
pursuer] to escape from sb who is following 
or chasing one. -2. to shake sthg off [illness, 
infection] to get rid of sthg □ / can't seem to 
shake off this cold. 

♦ shake up vt sep to shake sb up to upset or 
shock sb □ Sandy was really shaken up by the 
news. 

shakedown ['Jeikdaon] n US (informal use) -1. 
the act of getting money from somebody by 
threats, tricks etc. -2. a thorough search. 

shaken ['Jeikn] past participle of shake. 

shakeout ['Jeikaut] n -1. = shake-up -2. fi¬ 
nance a situation in which weak companies 
tend to go out of business because of a drop 
in industrial or business activity. 

Shakers ['feikarz] npl the Shakers a religious 
group in the USA, related to the Quakers. 
Their simple style of handmade furniture 
has become very popular. 

Shakespeare f'feikspi3r], William (1564—1616) 
an English writer whose tragic, comic, and 
historical plays, including King Lear, Othello, 
and Hamlet, are very important in the histo¬ 
ry of English literature. 

Shakespearean [feik'spiarian] adj [play, drama] 
that was written by Shakespeare or is simi¬ 
lar in style; [actor] who acts in the plays of 
Shakespeare. 

shake-up n a large number of changes de¬ 
signed to improve an organization, compa¬ 
ny, system etc (informal use). 

shaky ['Jeiki] (compar shakier, superl shakiest) 
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adj -1. [person, hand, voice] that shakes as a 
result of old age, illness, shock etc □ He's 
been a little shaky ever since his fall. -2. [start, ar¬ 

gument, finances] that is weak or uncertain □ 
We got off to a rather shaky start, but after that 
things were okay. 

shale [/eil] n a soft rock that breaks easily 
into thin flat pieces. 

shall [stressed Jael, unstressed Jal] modal vb 
-1. I/we shall... used to express the future 
tense a We shall be away until June. □ / shall 
now hand you over to our guest speaker, Hannah 
Chaplin. -2. shall l/we...? GB used to ask ques¬ 
tions and make suggestions □ What shall we 
tell them? □ Shall I give her a call, then? □ I'll 
write ■and accept then, shall I? -3. used to say 
that something is definitely going to happen 
(formal use) □ It shall be done. □ We shall over¬ 
come. -4. used in official documents to say 
what must happen or be done (formal use) □ 
Employees shall be given one month's notice of 
dismissal. 

shallot [fa'lDt] n a vegetable that looks like a 
small round onion. 

shallow ['Jaelou] adj -1. [water, dish, hole] not 
deep □ The water was very shallow at this point. 
-2. [person] who does not think deeply or se¬ 
riously about anything; [argument, remark, life¬ 

style] that does not show or involve deep or 
serious thought □ / find her rather shallow, to 
be honest. □ It's rather a shallow way to live your 
life, don't you think? -3. shallow breathing a 
way of breathing in which only a litde air 
goes into the lungs at each breath. 

♦ shallows npl a shallow part of a river, lake, 
sea etc, usually near the edge. 

sham [farm] (pt & pp shammed, cont sham¬ 
ming) o adj [sincerity, concern, enthusiasm] 

that is false, o n something that is not what 
it is supposed or claimed to be □ Their mar¬ 
riage was a sham, they never loved each other, 
o vi to pretend. 

shambles [’J^mblz] n a shambles a place or 
situation that seems completely disorgan¬ 
ized □ He left the room in a complete shambles. 
□ What a shambles! 

shame [Jeim] o « -1. a strong feeling of guilt 
and embarrassment that one has when one 
has done something wrong □ He felt no 
shame at what he had done. □ a sense of shame. 
-2. to bring shame on or upon sb to do some¬ 
thing that causes people to lose their respect 
for sb and the group or family that they be¬ 
long to □ His actions brought shame on his fami¬ 
ly. -3. it's a shame (that)... a phrase used to 
say one regrets something and wishes that 
the situation was different □ It's a shame you 
cant stay longer, m what a shame! a phrase 
used to express regret or sympathy □ What a 
shame you have to leave so soon! 

O vt -1. to bring shame on <sb> □ It shames 
me to think that you could do such a thing. -2. to 
shame sb into doing sthg to force sb to do 
sthg by making them feel shame. 

shamefaced [Jeim’feist] adj [expression, apol¬ 

ogy] that shows a feeling of shame □ The 
boys came in looking very shamefaced. 

shameful CJeimfl] adj [behavior, waste] that one 
thinks should make somebody feel ashamed 
□ I've nei/er seen such a shameful display of 
greed! 

shameless ['Jeimlas] adj [person] who does not 
feel any shame about doing something that 
other people think is wrong □ He's a shame¬ 
less liar! 

shammy ['Jaemr] (pi shammies) n a shammy 
(leather) a piece of soft leather used for 
cleaning and polishing. 

shampoo [Jaem'pu:] (pi shampoos, pt &t pp 
shampooed, cont shampooing) o n a soapy 
liquid or cream used for washing hair, car¬ 
pets, or cars; a wash using this liquid or 
cream □ a bottle of shampoo □ hair shampoo □ 
She had a shampoo and set. o vt [hair, carpet, 
car] to wash <sthg> using shampoo. 

shamrock ['/aemrok] n a plant similar to clover 
that has three round leaves on each stem. It 
is the national symbol of Ireland. 

shandy ['Jaendi] (pi shandies) n GB a drink 
made by mixing beer with lemon soda; a 
glass of this drink. 

Shanghai [Jaeg'hai] a city in eastern China. It 
is a major port, and China’s largest city. 
POPULATION: 11,860,000. 

Shannon ['Jaenan]: the Shannon the longest 
river in the Irish Republic. 

shan't [US /aent, GB faint] = shall not. 

shantytown [‘faentitaun] « a part of a town or 
city where poor people live in badly made 
huts and shacks. 

shape [Jeip] o n -1. [of an object, area] the form 
of the outer edges of something □ The room 
is an awkward shape. □ a building in the shape of 
a T" □ It’s round in shape. -2. [of an object, per¬ 

son] an object or a person that cannot be 
recognized because they are hard to see □ / 
could just make out some vague shapes in the 
distance. -3. [of a plan, organization] the basic 
structure or oudine of something. ■ to take 
shape [plan, idea, building] to develop and start 
to take on a clear and definite form □ The 
plot was starting to take shape in Murdoch's 
mind. -4. phrases in the shape of... a phrase 
used to introduce more detailed information 
about something □ Help came in the shape of 
an interest-free loan from a friend, ■ not in any 
shape or form not of any kind □ I've never 
taken a bribe in any shape or form. ■ to be in 
good/bad etc shape [economy, person] to be in 
a good/bad etc state or condition □ She didn't 
look in very good shape after the accident. □ 
What sort of shape is the car in now? m to lick or 
knock sb into shape [new recruit, staff] to bring 
sb up to the desired standard, level of skill 
etc □ We'll soon lick the new team into shape, 
o vt -1. [dough, wood, stone] to give <sthg> a 
particular shape □ a birthmark shaped like a 
strawberry □ a beautifully shaped window □ He 
shaped the clay into a bowl. -2. [ideas, events, fu¬ 

ture] to have a great influence on the devel¬ 
opment of <sthg> □ These policies are shaping 
the future for our children. 

♦ shape up vi [job, business, new recruit] to de¬ 
velop, especially in a promising way □ Things 
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are shaping up well on the African deal. □ You'll 
have to shape up or you'll lose your job. 

SHAPE [Jeip] (abbr of Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers, Europe) n the military head¬ 
quarters of NATO, in Belgium. 

-shaped 1'feipt] suffix added to words to show 
the particular shape of something □ an L- 
shaped room □ egg-shaped □ star-shaped. 

shapeless ['Jeipbs] adj -1. [mass, mound, heap] 

that has no definite or easily described 
shape □ a shapeless form lying on the ground. 
-2. [sweater, dress] that does not have an at¬ 
tractive shape or that has lost its original 
shape □ She was wearing a rather shapeless 
woolen dress. -3. [piece of writing, movie, plan] 

that has no clear structure. 

shapely ffeipli] (compar shapelier, superl shape¬ 
liest) adj [legs, body, figure] that has an attrac¬ 
tive shape □ a shapely young woman. 

shard [Ja:rd] « a broken piece of glass, metal 
or pottery. 

share [Jear] o « -1. the part of something that 
belongs to, is given to, or done by a particu¬ 
lar person □ Everyone got a share in/of the 
profits. □ We must all accept our share of the 
blame. □ Each child received a share of the es¬ 
tate. ■ to have one's share of sthg [of luck, criti¬ 

cism] to have a lot of sthg □ He's had more 
than his fair share of disasters this year, m to do 
one's share to do the part of a job or task 
that one is responsible for □ Not everyone is 
doing their share of the work. -2. finance one of 
the many parts that a company’s capital is 
divided into □ / bought/sold shares in Kingston 
Corp. □ a block of shares. 

o v! -1. [room, house, facilities] to use <sthg> 
jointly with other people □ I have my own 
kitchen but I share the bathroom with two others. 
-2. [money, food, resources] to give some of 
<sthg> to another person or to other people 
□ You've got plenty — why don’t you share it 
with the rest of us? -3. [cost, expenses] to have 
joint responsibility for <sthg> □ We share the 
rent for the apartment. -4. [thought, news, se¬ 

cret] to tell somebody about <sthg> □ He 
simply had to share the news with somebody. 
-5. [dislike, concern, fear] to have <a feeling> 
that somebody else also feels □ We share 
your joy at your daughter's marriage. □ We share 
many interests. 
o vi -1. to use something jointly with other 
people □ We're a book short — can you two 
share? □ "/ can't find my drink." — "You can 
have some of this if you don't mind sharing." 
-2. to have a feeling that somebody else also 
feels □ We all share in your happiness. 

♦ share out vt sep to share sthg out [money, 

work, food] to divide sthg into equal parts 
and give them to all the people in a group □ 
Profits are shared out equally among the partners. 

share capital « the money received by a 
company from a sale of shares and used for 
carrying on a business. 

share certificate « gb = stock certificate. 

shareholder ['Jeafiioulda1) n a person or com¬ 
pany that owns shares in a company □ Major 

shareholders in the company include the PCB 
group. □ a shareholders' meeting. 

share index n an index of changes in the 
value of shares. 

share-out n [of goods, money, profits] an act of 
sharing something out. 

shareware [’Jcnrwe3r] ti cheap computer soft¬ 
ware that is free or easily available. 

shark [Ja:rk] (pi shark or sharks) tt -1. a very 
large sea fish with a triangular fin on its 
back that sometimes attacks people. -2. a 
person who gets money from other people 
in a dishonest way. 

sharp [fa:rp] o adj -1. [blade, needle, teeth] that 
has a very fine edge or point that can cut or 
pierce easily □ Be careful — that knife's very 
sharp. □ That pen has a very sharp point on it. □ 
Avoid furniture with sharp edges in a child's bed¬ 
room. -2. [outline, contrast, photograph] that is 
clear, so that the edges, differences, details 
etc are easy to see □ The image is not sharp 
enough to be able to make out all the details. □ 
This book is a sharp contrast to his previous nov¬ 
el. -3. [person] who is quick to notice, under¬ 
stand, or react to something □ She's very 
sharp. □ You have very sharp eyesight. -4. [rise, 

drop, fall] that takes place suddenly and 
makes a large difference to the amount or 
level of something; [bend, turn] that is pro¬ 
duced by something that suddenly makes a 
big change in direction □ There has been a 
sharp increase/decrease in the number of acci¬ 
dents. -5. [blow, knock, tap] that is quick and 
firm a Give the shell a sharp tap. -6. [bend, turn¬ 

ing] that changes direction suddenly □ The 
car made a sharp left-hand turn. -7. [criticism, re¬ 

buke, words] that is a little angry or severe □ 
She was pretty sharp with me. -8. [pain, cold, 

wind] that one feels intensely □ a sharp, cold 
wind. -9. [taste, drink] that stings the tongue 
in a pleasant way □ The wine tastes slightly 
sharp. -10. [note, voice, instrument] that pro¬ 
duces a sound slightly higher than the cor¬ 
rect pitch. -11. music that is raised in pitch 
by a half-step □ C/D/F sharp □ Klaus' clarinet 
quintet in F sharp. 
o adv -1. exactly □ She promised to be here at 
eight o'clock sharp. -2. a word that indicates a 
sudden change in direction o The road turns 
sharp left/right at the lights, 
o n music a symbol (#) used to show that a 
note should be sung or played a half-step 
higher; a note of this type. 

sharpen ['Ja:rpn] o vt -1. [knife, tool, pencil] to 
make <sthg> sharp □ These scissors need 
sharpening. -2. [sense, ability, mind] to make 
<sthg> quicker and better at reacting to or 
dealing with things □ This course will help you 
to sharpen your debating skills. -3. [disagreement, 
conflict, contrast] to make <sthg> more in¬ 
tense □ What was said only served to sharpen 
their hostility toward us. o vi -1. [sense, ability, 
mind] My timing has sharpened a lot with all this 
practice. -2. [disagreement, conflict, contrast] The 
debate has sharpened over recent years. 

sharp end « to be at the sharp end of sthg GB 
to be in a position where the problems and 
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pressures involved in sthg are experienced 
most directly. 

sharpener ['Ja:rpn3r] n a device for sharpening 
something □ a knife sharpener. 

sharp-eyed [-’aid] adj [neighbor, observer! who 
notices things quickly and easily, 

sharply ['/a:rpli] adv [contrast, increase, criticize] 

see sharp □ Sandy was sharply ciriticized for her 
decision. □ The car veered sharply to the left. 

sharpshooter ['Ja:rpJu:tor] n a person who is 
skilled at shooting accurately. 

sharp-tongued [-‘tArjd] adj [personl who is 
harsh in their remarks, comments etc. 

sharp-witted [-’witsd] adj [person] who is 
quick at realizing things and understanding 
them. 

shatT [Jaet] past tense & past participle of shit, 

shatter ['Jst3r] o vt -1. [glass, window, vase] to 
break <sthg> violently into small pieces □ 
The bullet shattered the car windshield. -2. [be¬ 

liefs, hopes, dreams] to destroy <sthg> □ The 
result shattered her hopes of a third term in of¬ 
fice. o vi [glass, window, vase] All the windows 
shattered under the effects of the blast. 

shattered ['Jst3rd] adj -1. who feels very 
shocked and upset □ The news left her shat¬ 
tered. -2. GB who feels very tired (informal 
use) □ I'm absolutely shattered after that walk. 

shattering ['Jastsrir)] adj [news, defeat, disap¬ 

pointment] that is very shocking and up¬ 
setting □ The news was a shattering blow to 
staff morale. 

shatterproof ['Ja:t3rpru:f] adj [glass] that does 
not break into small pieces when damaged, 

shave ffeiv] o « -1. an act of shaving □ / need 
a shave, m to have a shave [man] to shave 
one’s face □ / had a shave this morning. -2. a 
close shave a situation in which one only 
just avoids something bad, e.g. an accident, 
a disaster, or being caught □ That was a close 
shave! o vt -1. [head, face, legs] to cut hair 
from <a part of one’s body> using a razor. 
-2. [man] to cut hair from the face of <a 
man> using a razor. -3. [wood, metal] to cut 
very fine pieces from the surface of <wood 
or metal>. o vi [man] to cut hair from one’s 
face using a razor. 

♦ shave off vt sep to shave off one's beard/ 
mustache/hair to remove one’s beard/ 
mustache/hair using a razor. 

shaven ['Jeivn] adj [head, face] that has been 
shaved. 

shaver ['Jews'] n an electric razor □ a 

rechargeable/electric shaver. 

shaving brush [’Jeivig-] n a brush used with 
shaving soap. 

shaving cream n a soapy substance a man 
puts on his face before shaving to make the 
nair soft and wet. 

shaving foam n shaving cream from an aero¬ 
sol can. 

shavings [’Jeivigz] npl very fine pieces of 
wood or metal that have been shaved from 
the surface of something □ wood shavings. 

shaving soap n a type of soap used instead 
of shaving cream or foam. 

Shaw [Jo:], George Bernard (1856-1950) an 
Irish writer and critic whose plays, e.g. 
Pygmalion, are full of witty remarks and 
criticisms of society. 

shawl [Jo:l] n a large square or rectangular 
piece of cloth worn over the head or shoul¬ 
ders by women or wrapped around a baby. 

Shawnee [,Jo:'ni:] {pi Shawnee or Shawnees) n 
a member of a Native American people who 
used to live in Ohio; the language of this 
people. 

she ffi:] o pron -1. the woman, girl, or female 
animal that has just been mentioned, seen 
etc (used as the subject of a verb) □ She and I 
have known each other for years. -2. used to re¬ 
fer to a ship, car, or nation □ She can do over 
120 miles an hour, o n a female animal or 
baby □ Is it a she or a he? 

she- prefix added to words to refer to the fe¬ 
male of a particular type of animal □ a she- 
elephant □ a she-wolf. 

sheaf [Ji:f] (pi sheaves) n [of papers, letters] a 
number of things held or fastened together 
□ sheaves of wheat. 

shear [Jisr] (pt sheared, pp sheared or shorn) vt 
to cut the wool off <a sheep>. 

♦ shears npl -1. [for a garden] a tool similar to 
a large pair of scissors, used for cutting 
hedges, pruning bushes etc. -2. [for dress¬ 

making] large scissors used for cutting cloth. 

♦ shear off o vt sep to shear sthg off to cause 
a metal object or part to break off because 
of pressure, o vi: The head of the bolt had com¬ 
pletely sheared off. 

sheath [Ji:0] (pi sheaths) n -1. [for a knife, 

sword] a close-fitting cover for the blade of a 
knife, sword etc. -2. [for a cable] a close- 
fitting protective covering for a cable, usu¬ 
ally made of rubber or plastic. 

sheathe [Ji:d] vt -1. [sword, knife, dagger] to put 
<sthg> in a sheath. -2. [cable, pipe] to put a 
sheath on <sthg> □ The wiring was sheathed in 
plastic. 

sheath knife n a knife that is carried in a 
sheath on one’s belt. 

sheaves [Ji:vz] plural of sheaf. 

Sheba [ Ji:ba]: the Queen of Sheba in the Bi¬ 
ble, a very rich queen from Arabia. 

shed [Jed] (pt & pp shed, cont shedding) o n a 
simple small building, often of wood, that 
consists of one room and is used for storing 
things or sheltering animals or vehicles □ a 

bicycle/garden/tool shed. 
o v/ -1. [leaves, hair, skin] to lose <sthg> be¬ 
cause it falls off naturally □ All the trees had 
shed their leaves. -2. [staff, image, weight] to 
get rid of <sthg that one no longer wants> □ 
The company is shedding 600 jobs. □ He shed his 
inhibitions and joined in. □ I've shed about 12 
pounds in a few weeks. -3. to shed its load 
[truck, van] to drop or lose its load accidental- 

^ j 4j t0,shed b'ood to cause violent injury 
and death □ Much blood was shed during the 
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riots. ■ to shed tears to cry □ There won't be 
many tears shed at his leaving party. 

she'd [stressed Ji:d, unstressed fid] = she had, 
she would. 

sheen [Ji:n] n a soft shine on a smooth sur¬ 
face □ Her hair has a beautiful sheen. 

sheep [fi:p] {pi sheep) n -1. a farm animal that 
is kept in large flocks for its meat and its 
thick wool □ They keep over 500 sheep on their 
farm. □ a flock of sheep. -2. a person who is 
easily influenced, who obeys without ques¬ 
tion, or who imitates the behavior of others 
□ They're just a lot of sheep, each one blindly fol¬ 
lowing everybody else. 

sheepdog ['Jiipdog] « a dog trained to guard 
and control sheep. 

sheepish ['Ji:piJ] adj [look, smile] that shows 
that one is embarrassed about something 
silly one has done □ He came in looking a little 
sheepish. 

sheepishly ['JispiJTi] adv [look, smile, grin] see 
sheepish. 

sheepskin ['J"i:pskin] « the skin and wool of a 
sheep, used for rugs, coats etc □ a sheepskin 
jacket. 

sheepskin rug n a rug made from sheepskin, 

sheer [Ji3r] adj -1. [madness, determination, luck] 

a word used to emphasize that only a par¬ 
ticular quality and nothing but that quality 
is involved in or shown by something □ a 

feeling of sheer bliss □ It was sheer stupidity on 
my part. -2. [drop, cliff, wall] that goes down or 
up vertically or almost vertically □ The can¬ 
yon has sheer sides that plunge down 300 feet to 
the river below. -3. [silk, nylon, stockings] that is 
very fine and delicate and almost transpar¬ 
ent □ a pair of sheer silk stockings. 

sheet [Ji:t] n -1. a large rectangular piece of 
material used on a bed as one of a pair be¬ 
tween which people sleep □ a cotton sheet. ■ 
to be as white as a sheet to be very pale be¬ 
cause one is scared, shocked, or ill. -2. a flat 
rectangular piece of something such as pa¬ 
per or glass □ a sheet of paper/aluminum. 

sheet feed « computing a system that allows 
single sheets of paper to be fed through a 
printer. 

sheet ice n ice which has formed a thick lay¬ 
er, especially on a road, 

sheeting ['Ji:tirj] n material that is made into 
large, flat, thin pieces □ plastic/polythene/metal 
sheeting. 

sheet lightning n lightning that appears as a 
large bright area in the sky. 

sheet metal n metal in the form of a sheet, 

sheet music n music that is published on 
loose sheets of paper that are not bound in 
book form. 

sheik(h) [Jerk] n an Arab chief or ruler. 

sheilav ['Ji:b] n AUS a young woman (very in¬ 
formal use). 

shelf [Jelf] {pi shelves) n a flat rectangular 
piece of wood, metal, or glass etc fixed hori¬ 
zontally to a wall or in a cupboard, book¬ 

case etc and used for keeping things on □ a 

storage shelf □ a supermarket shelf. 

shelf life « the length of time something can 
be kept in a store before it is too old to sell, 

shell [Jel] o « -1. [of a nut, seed, egg] the hard 
outer covering of an egg, nut, or seed □ The 
brazilnut has a very hard shell. -2. [of a tortoise, 

crab, snail] the hard, protective covering on 
some land and sea animals; one of these 
coverings in which a small sea animal once 
lived, found e.g. on a beach □ The tortoise re¬ 
treated inside its shell. □ oyster/mussel/clam 
shells. -3. [of a building, boat, car] the outer 
structure of something that is unfinished or 
whose contents have been destroyed □ All 
that remained of the house was an empty shell. 
-4. military a large bullet-shaped metal con¬ 
tainer filled with explosive for firing from a 
large gun □ They found an unexploded shell, 
o vt -1. [peas, eggs, shrimps] to remove the 
shell or similar covering from <sthg>. -2. 
military [town, enemy position] to fire shells at 
<a place>. 

♦ shell out (informal use) o vt fus to shell out 
money to pay money, especially more than 
expected or intended □ / had to shell out $54 
for a taxi to get home, o vi: He had to shell out 
for a new car. 

she'll [stressed fill, unstressed Jil] = she will, she 
shall. 

shellfish ['JelfiJ] {pi shellfish) n -1. an animal 
without a backbone that lives in water and 
has a shell, e.g. a mussel, oyster, or shrimp. 
-2. these animals eaten as food, 

shelling ['felig] n military an attack on a place 
using shells □ The shelling continued all night. 

shellshock [’JelJok] n a mental illness, usually 
affecting soldiers, caused by their experi¬ 
ences in battle. 

shelter l'feltar] o n -1. [from bad weather, at¬ 

tack, danger] protection against something, 
usually provided by a covering of some kind 
□ I/Ve could find no shelter from the sun/rain. 
-2. a building or roofed structure that gives 
shelter □ a mountain shelter, o vt to give <sb/ 
sthg> shelter □ The trees sheltered us a little 
from the storm, o vi to find or take shelter in 
a place □ They went under the bridge to shelter 
from the wind and rain. 

sheltered ['feltard] adj -1. [position, spot, valley] 

protected from the wind, rain etc □ a shel¬ 
tered bay. -2. [life, childhood] protected from 
the unpleasant realities of life □ She's led a 
rather sheltered existence. -3. GB [housing, ac¬ 

commodation] where supervision and care are 
available for old or disabled people, 

shelve [felv] o vt [plan, idea, project] to decide 
to stop <sthg>, often with the intention of 
continuing it later □ Hutton says they've had to 
shelve the Japanese deal until next year, o vi 
[land, ground, sea bed] to slope gradually, 

shelves [felvz] plural of shelf, 

shelving ['Jelvirj] n shelves; material used to 
make shelves □ IA/e put up some shelving in the 
dining room. 

shenanigans [JYntenaganz] ttpl (informal use) 
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-1. dishonest activities. -2. bad behavior that 
is playful and not serious, 

shepherd ['Jepard] o n a person who takes care 
of sheep, o vt to guide or accompany <sb> 
somewhere □ We were shepherded through the 
main entrance. 

shepherd's pie « ground beef covered with 
mashed potato and baked in an oven, 

sherbet [‘J3:rb3t] « -1. us a frozen dessert 
made with fruit juice. -2. GB a sweet powder 
that is eaten as a candy, 

sheriff ['Jerif] n -1. an elected officer respon¬ 
sible for enforcing the law in a US county. 
-2. the chief judge in a district in Scotland, 

sheriff court n a Scottish court that deals 
with all civil actions and most crimes, apart 
from very serious ones. 

Sherman Anti-Trust Act [,j3:rman-] n an im¬ 
portant US anti-trust law passed in 1890. 

sherry ['Jeri] (pi sherries) n -1. a fortified wine 
from the Jerez region of Spain, often drunk 
before a meal; an imitation of this type of 
wine produced in other countries. -2. a glass 
of sherry. 

she's [stressed Ji:z, unstressed Jiz] = she is, she 
has. 

Shetland [‘Zetland]: Shetland, the Shetlands, 
the Shetland Islands a group of British is¬ 
lands off the northeastern coast of Scotland, 
north of the Orkney Islands, size: 1,425 sq 
kms. population: 23,000 (Shetlanders). capi¬ 

tal: Lerwick, 

shh [J] excl = sh. 

shield [Jiild] o « -1. [for soldiers] a stiff piece of 
metal, leather etc that was carried on one 
arm to protect oneself in battle in the days 
when people fought with swords; [for police¬ 

men] a similar piece of strong plastic carried 
by policemen to protect themselves in riots. 
-2. GB a sports prize in the form of a shield. 
-3. [against danger, harm] something that gives 
protection against something □ an effective 
shield against attack □ The prisoners are being 
used as human shields. -4. [against the wind, 

heat] a protective cover, plate, screen etc □ a 
wind/sun/heat shield. 

o vt to protect <sb/sthg> □ Local people 
shielded the runaway from the police. □ She 
shielded her eyes with her hand. 

shift ffift] on-1. a change, e.g. in people’s 
attitudes or behavior □ There has been a sig¬ 
nificant shift in the number of people voting Re¬ 
publican recently. □ a shift in emphasis. -2. the 
particular period of time worked by a group 
of workers who take turns with another 
group; the workers on a particular shift a the 
early/late/night shift □ shift work. 

° _1- lba9' table' one's gaze] to move 
<sthg> from one place to another □ He shift¬ 
ed his weight onto his other leg. -2. to shift the 
blame/responsibility to give the blame/re- 
sponsibility for something to somebody else 
□ Don t try to shift the blame onto me! -3. us 
auto to shift gear to change gear. -4. gb 
[stain, mark] to remove <a piece of dirt>. 

o vi -1. [person, cargo, object] to move □ Con¬ 

tents may shift during transit. -2. [opinion, situa¬ 
tion] to change □ Attitudes toward abortion have 
shifted a lot in recent years. -3. [wind] to change 
direction. -4. US auto The driver shifted into 
low gear. 

shift key « the key on a typewriter or key¬ 
board used to produce capital letters. 

shiftless [‘Jiftlas] adj [person] who is lazy and 
has no wish to achieve anything. 

shifty [‘Jifti] (compar shiftier, superl shiftiest) 
adj [person, behavior] that appears dishonest 
and cannot be trusted □ a shifty-looking charac¬ 
ter. 

Shiite [ Ji :ait] o adj [Muslim, religion, peoples] 

that is connected with Shiism, a branch of 
Islam based on the teachings of Muham¬ 
mad’s cousin Ali and the teachers who 
came after him. o n a Shiite Muslim. 

shilling ['Jilir)] n in Britain, a coin and unit of 
money used until 1971 and worth one- 
twentieth of a pound. 

shilly-shally ['JihJaeli] (pt & pp shilly-shallied) 
vi to take a long time to make up one’s 
mind (informal and disapproving use). 

shimmer ['Jima1] o vi [light, water, haze] to 
shine with a soft unsteady light □ The lake 
shimmered in the moonlight, o n a shimmering 
light □ a soft shimmer of reflected light. 

shin Lfin] (pt & pp shinned, cont shinning) n the 
front part of one’s leg between one’s knee 
and one’s ankle. 

♦ shin up vt fus GB = shinny up. 

shinbone ['finboun] n the bone in the front 
part of one’s leg below the knee. 

shine [Jain] (pt St pp shone) o n [of a surface, 

somebody's eyes] brightness □ This furniture pol¬ 
ish really brings out the shine, 

o vt -1. [lamp, flashlight, light] to point <sthg 
which gives light> in a particular direction □ 
Don't shine that light in my eyes. -2. [shoes, 

brass] to polish <sthg>. o vi -1. [sun, light] 

moon] to give out bright light □ The afternoon 
sun shone brightly overhead. □ The flashlight was 
shining right in my eyes. -2. [surface, eyes, 

shoes] to reflect light brightly, especially be¬ 
cause of being new or clean □ His eyes shone 
with pride. □ She polished her shoes until they 
shone. -3. [student, staff] to be excellent at 
something in a way that other people notice 
□ He really shines at chemistry. 

shingle [ Jirjgl] « -1. small rounded stones 
covering a beach. -2. one of many small thin 
tiles, usually made of wood, used to cover a 
roof. 

♦ shingles « medicine a viral infection that 
causes a rash of painful red spots, especially 
around one’s waist. 

shining ['Jainir)] adj a shining example/ 
achievement etc an excellent example/ 
achievement etc. 

shinny [’Jim] ♦ shinny up vt fus us to shinny 
up sthg [tree, pole, lamppost] to climb sthg 
using only one’s hands and legs. 

shin pads npl in some sports, soft pads that 
are worn around one’s shins in order to pro¬ 
tect them □ a pair of shin pads. 
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shiny [Jaini] (compar shinier, supert shiniest) 
adj (surface, furniture, shoe! that shines □ a 
shiny new car. 

ship Qfip] (pt & pp shipped, cont shipping) o « 
a large boat that carries passengers or goods 
by sea □ We went by ship. □ a merchant ship, 
o vt (goods, troops, passengers] to move or 
send <sb/sthg> to a place, especially by ship 
□ I'm having my car shipped over from the 
States. 

shipbuilder ['Jipbiktar] « a person or company 
that builds ships. 

shipbuilding ['Jipbildirj] n the industry of 
building ships □ the shipbuilding industry. 

ship canal n a canal that is large enough for 
ships. 

shipment [Jipmsnt] n a load of goods sent by 
road, sea, or air o a shipment of food/grain/coal. 

shipper [Jip3r] « a person who makes ship¬ 
ments of goods. 

shipping [Jipir)] n -1. the business of trans¬ 
porting goods, especially in ships □ the ship¬ 
ping industry o a shipping magnate. -2. a collec¬ 
tive term for ships □ The Channel is a busy 
route for shipping. 

shipping agent n a person or company that 
makes arrangements for the transportation 
of goods by sea. 

shipping forecast n a forecast of weather 
conditions at sea broadcast by radio, 

shipping lane n a route across the sea in a 
particular area that is used by ships, 

shipshape [,'JipJeip] adj [room, office] that is 
neat and well ordered. 

shipwreck [Jiprek] o « an accident in which 
a ship sinks or is destroyed at sea; a ship 
lost or destroyed in this way. o vt to be 
shipwrecked (person] to be involved in a 
shipwreck □ They were shipwrecked on the 
rocks off Nantucket. 

shipyard ['Jipju:rd] n a place where ships are 
built or repaired. 

shire ['Jai3r].« in Australia, a rural area with 
its own local government. 

♦ Shires n the Shires the counties in country 
areas of England, especially central England, 

shire county « in England, one of the Shires, 

shire horse n a large powerful breed of horse 
used in former times for farm work, 

shirk [J3:rk] vt [task, duty] to avoid doing 
<sthg> because one is lazy □ Isn't it time you 
stopped shirking your responsibilities? 

shirker f1J3:rkorJ n a person who always tries 
to avoid doing their work, 

shirt [J3:rt] « a piece of clothing for one’s 
upper body that is made of light cloth, has a 
collar, long or short sleeves, and buttons up 
the front □ a cotton/linen shirt □ a shirt collar. 

shirtsleeves ['J3:rtsli:vz] npl to be in (one's) 
shirtsleeves to be wearing nothing on top of 
one’s shirt □ He stood there in his shirtsleeves, 
surveying the boxes that filled the room. 

shirttail ['Jbitteil] « the part of the shirt that 
hangs below one’s waist at the back □ His 
shirttail was hanging out at the back. 

shitT [Jit] (vulgar use) [pt & pp shit or shitted or 

shat, cont shitting) o n -1. waste matter from 
the bowels. -2. nonsense □ That's a load of 
shit! □ He's full of shit, that guy! -3. a very un¬ 
pleasant person, especially someone who 
treats other people badly □ He's a real shit! 
o vi to empty waste matter from the bow¬ 
els. o excl a word used to express annoy¬ 
ance, impatience, frustration etc □ Shit! I for¬ 
got to bring them. 

shiver [Jiv3r] o « [of cold, fear, excitement] a 
feeling or act of shivering □ She felt a shiver 
of anticipation as the results were read out. ■ to 
give sb the shivers to cause sb strong feel¬ 
ings of fear or dislike that they cannot con¬ 
trol □ It gives me the shivers just thinking about 
that place, o vi to tremble, especially with 
cold or fear □ We were shivering with cold/ 
terror/excitement. 

shoal Lfoul] n a large group of fish swimming 
together □ shoals of herring. 

shock LfDk] on-1. a sudden, unexpected, and 
usually unpleasant surprise; the emotional 
effect of this □ / got a real shock when I saw 
the name. □ The news came as a terrible shock. 
□ / didn't mean to give you a shock. □ She stood 
there, pale with shock, as he told her the news. 
-2. medicine a state of extreme physical 
weakness caused by injury, loss of blood, 
pain etc □ Some survivors went into shock. □ 
She is still in a state of shock after the accident. 
-3. [of a blow, collision] the impact of a blow, 
explosion, collision etc □ Given the shock of 
the collision it's a miracle anyone survived. 
-4. electricity = electric shock. -5. a shock of 
hair a thick mass of hair, 
o vt -1. to give <sb> a shock □ He was 
shocked by the news/to hear of his death. -2. to 
cause <sb> to feel offense, horror, disgust 
etc □ He was shocked by their bad language, 
o vi to cause offense, horror, disgust etc □ 
The play is intended to shock. 

shock absorber [-abso:rb3r] « a device fitted to 
each wheel of a vehicle to reduce the vibra¬ 
tion caused by driving over uneven surfaces, 

shocked [Jokt] adj [person] who is offended, 
horrified, or disgusted □ Shocked readers have 
written in to complain about the article. 

shocking [Jokir)] adj -1. [weather, handwriting, 

work] that is very bad □ The standard of her 
work is shocking. -2. [news, accident] that 
causes a shock □ I've just received some shock¬ 
ing news. -3. [behavior, language, movie] that 
one finds offensive or disgusting □ / found 
their behavior shocking, to be honest. 

shockproof [Jokpruif] adj [watch] that is not 
easily damaged by being dropped, knocked 
etc. 

shock tactics npl -1. military tactics designed 
to take an enemy by surprise. -2. sudden 
unusual or violent action taken to achieve a 
purpose by causing surprise □ Well, we could 
try using shock tactics. 

shock therapy, shock treatment « a treat¬ 
ment that is given for some kinds of mental 
illness that involves passing an electric cur¬ 
rent through the brain. 
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shock troops npl soldiers who have been 
specially trained for making sudden attacks, 

shock wave n -1. an area of intense heat and 
pressure moving through the air, caused e.g. 
by an explosion or earthquake. -2. a strong 
reaction to something □ The news caused 
shock waves throughout the community. 

shod [Jbd] o fast tense & fast farticifle of 
shoe, o adj to be well/badly etc shod to be 
wearing good/bad etc shoes (literary use), 

shoddy ['Jodi] (comfar shoddier, suferl shoddi¬ 
est) adj -1. [work, workmanship, goods] that is 
of poor quality □ Shoddy construction is being 
blamed for the disaster. -2. [treatment, behavior] 

that is bad and unfair □ The way he treats 
women is really shoddy. 

shoe [fu:] (ft Si ff shod or shoed, cont shoe¬ 
ing) o n -1. a covering for a person’s foot, 
often made of leather and with a hard base 
and a raised part under the heel a a pair of 
shoes □ shoe cleaner. -2. = horseshoe. -3. = 
brake shoe, o vt to shoe a horse to put 
horseshoes on a horse. 

shoebrush ['JuibrAj] n a brush used for clean¬ 
ing and polishing shoes, 

shoehorn ['Ju:ho:rn] n a piece of metal, plastic, 
or hom with a hollow curve at one end, 
used to help one put a shoe on more easily, 

shoelace ['Judeis] n a long thin cord that is 
used to fasten shoes □ Your shoelace is un¬ 
done! 

shoemaker ['Jinmeika1'] n a person who makes 
shoes. 

shoe polish n polish for cleaning shoes. 

shoe store us, shoe shop gb h a store that 
sells shoes, boots etc. 

shoestring ['Ju:strirj] o adj a shoestring budg¬ 
et a small budget that allows very little 
money to be spent □ The play was produced 
on a shoestring budget, o n on a shoestring by 
spending very little money □ She decorated 
her house on a shoestring. 

shoetree ['Juitri:] n a piece of metal, wood, or 
plastic placed inside a boot or shoe to help 
it keep its shape when it is not being worn. 

shone [US Joun, GB Jon] fast tense & fast farti¬ 
cifle of shine. 

shoo [fu:] o vt to make <a person or animal> 
go away or move somewhere by shouting 
and waving one’s hands at them, o exd a 
word used to shoo somebody or something 
away. 

shoo-in n US a person who is sure to win an 
election, competition etc (informal use), 

shook [fok] fast tense of shake. 

shoot Lfuit] (ft & ff shot) o vt -1. [person, ani¬ 

mal] to kill or wound <sb/sthg> by firing a 
bullet at them □ She was shot in the back m to 
shoot oneself to kill oneself by firing a bullet 
at oneself □ He threatened to shoot himself. 
-2. [bird, game] to hunt <animals> with a gun 
as a sport or leisure activity □ They shoot wild 
boar here in the summer. -3. to shoot an arrow 
to release an arrow from a bow. -4. to shoot 
a look/glance at sb to look/glance at sb 
quickly and suddenly □ He shot me a look so 

full of outrage / almost laughed. -5. to make <a 
photograph or movie> using a camera □ The 
scene was shot on location in Home. □ / shot sev¬ 
eral rolls of film. -6. to shoot pool/billiards etc 
US to play a game of pool/billiards etc. 

o vi -1. to fire a gun at somebody or some¬ 
thing □ He shot at them as they ran for cover. 
-2. [hunter] to hunt birds or game with a 
gun. -3. to shoot across/over/up etc to move 
across/over/up etc very quickly □ She shot 
out of the room. □ He shot ahead of the other 
runners. -4. cinema & photography to make a 
movie or take a photograph □ We'll begin 
shooting next week. -5. sport to try to score in 
a game of football, hockey etc. 

on-1. a new growth from part of a plant □ 
The plant had put out some new shoots. -2. GB a 
hunting expedition to shoot animals or birds 
□ a pheasant shoot. 

o excl US -1. a word used to tell somebody 
to start speaking □ Okay, shoot, I'm listening! 
-2. a word used to express annoyance (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Shoot! I've forgotten my purse. 

♦ shoot down vt sef -1. to shoot sthg down 
[plane, helicopter] to make sthg fall to the 
ground by firing at it with guns, missiles etc 
□ The plane was shot down over the ocean. 
-2. to shoot sb/sthg down [suggestion, idea, 

person] to show sb/sthg to be wrong, im¬ 
practical, foolish etc □ My idea was shot down 
by everyone else. 

♦ shoot up vi -1. [plant, child] to grow quickly 
□ Young Terry has really shot up in the last year. 
-2. [price, inflation] to increase quickly □ The 
price of houses has shot up. -3.v [junkie, addict] 

to inject a drug directly into one’s blood¬ 
stream (drugs slang). 

shooting ['Juitiij] n -1. an act of killing or 
wounding a person or animal. -2. the sport 
of hunting birds or animals with guns. 

shooting range n a place where people prac¬ 
tice shooting by firing guns at targets. 

shooting star n a small piece of material that 
bums brighdy as it enters the Earth’s atmos¬ 
phere from space. 

shooting stick n a special kind of walking- 
stick that can be stuck into the ground and 
that has a handle that can be folded out to 
form a seat. 

shoot-out n a fight with guns which ends 
when everyone on one side is dead, is 
wounded, or has surrendered. 

shop [fnp] (ft Si ff shopped, cont shopping) 
o n -1. a building, or a part of a building, 
where people can go to buy goods, usually 
of a particular kind □ a flower/shoe/museum 
shop □ I’m just going to the shops. • to talk 
shop to talk about one’s work. -2. a place, 
usually in a factory, where things are made 
or repaired □ the assembly/machine/metalwork 
shop, o vt to go to stores and buy things □ / 
don t like shopping on a Saturday. 

♦ shop around vi to compare prices in differ¬ 
ent stores or from different suppliers before 
buying something □ I'd suggest you shop 
around a little before buying a mobile phone. 
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shop assistant k GB a person who serves 
customers in a store. 

shop floor n the shop floor the area where 
the ordinary workers do their jobs, especial¬ 
ly in a factory; the workers on the shop 
floor, and not the managers, 

shopkeeper ['J'opkiipa1'] n a person who is in 
charge of, or owns, a small store, 

shoplifter [lJ'r>plift3r] n a person who steals 
goods from a store. 

shoplifting ['Jopliftig] n the crime of stealing 
goods from a store. 

shopper [1 Jt>par] n a person who shops, 

shopping 1'Jopig] « -1. things bought from 
stores or a store, especially food □ a bag of 
shopping □ / left my shopping on the bus! -2. the 
act of buying things from a store □ We must 
do some food shopping today. □ / go shopping 
once a week. 

shopping bag n a bag for carrying shopping, 

shopping center n a large building specially 
built to contain many separate stores of dif¬ 
ferent kinds and that usually also contains 
restaurants and play areas, 

shopping list n a list that somebody writes 
to remind them what to buy when they go 
shopping. 

shopping mall, shopping plaza n = shop¬ 
ping center. 

shopsoiled adj GB = shopworn, 

shop steward n a labor union officer elected 
by members in their place of work to repre¬ 
sent them at meetings and deal with union 
business. 

shopwalker [,Jbpwo:kar] n GB a person in a 
large store whose job is to help customers 
and make sure that the salesclerks are doing 
their job properly. 

shopwindow [Jop'windou] « the window of a 
store where goods are displayed, 

shopworn [Jbpwo:rn] us, shopsoiled ['Jop- 

soild] GB adj [piece of furniture, material] that is 
slightly dirty or damaged as a result of being 
handled too much by customers, or being 
on display for a long time, 

shore [fo:r] n -1. [of a sea, lake, river] a strip of 
land on the edge of a large area of water □ 
the island's sandy shores. -2. on shore on land, 
rather than on a ship □ We’ll take your camera 
to be repaired once we're back on shore. 

♦ shore up vt sep -1. to shore sthg up [founda¬ 

tions, ceiling, beam] to stop sthg from falling 
down by putting a strong object next to or 
under it to support it □ We shored up the wall 
with a large plank of wood. -2. to shore sthg up 
[economy, dictatorship] to support or strength¬ 
en sthg that is weak and likely to fail □ The 
government had to be shored up by foreign aid. 

shore leave n a period of time when sailors 
are allowed to go on land and leave their 
ship for a break □ Most of the crew were on 
shore leave. 

shoreline [’Joilain] « [of a sea, lake, river] the 
edge of a large area of water, 

shorn [Jb:rn] o past participle of shear, o adj 

-1. [grass, hair] that has been cut very short o 
Her head was completely shorn. -2. to be shorn 
of sthg [of power, responsibility] to have sthg 
taken away from one □ Shorn of her power, 
she seemed somehow pathetic. 

short [Jb:rt] o adj -1. [speech, hair, skirt] that is 
not long □ I'll just read you this short extract. 
-2. [person] who is not tall □ He's short and 
stocky. -3. [route, distance] that is not long or 
does not take much time to travel □ It's just 
a short walk to the post office. -4. [visit, vacation, 

break] that does not last a long time □ The 
unions are demanding shorter working hours. 
-5. to be short with sb to speak to sb rudely 
and abruptly, usually because one is angry 
or impatient □ I'm sorry if I was a little short 
with you. -6. money/time is short there is not 
much money/time □ Time is short and we have 
to have this finished today. ■ to be one/two/ 
three etc short to have one/two/three etc 
fewer than one needs or should have □ 
We're $10 short. ■ to be short of sthg [of mon¬ 

ey, time, sleep] not to have enough of sthg 
that one needs □ We're short of staff at the mo¬ 
ment. □ She's never short of good ideas. ■ to be 
short on sthg [on ideas, intelligence] to be lack¬ 
ing in sthg □ She's short on tact. ■ to be short 
of breath to be unable to breathe normally. 
-7. to be short for sthg to be an abbreviation 
for sthg □ “Jon" is short for "Jonathan." 
o adv -1. to run short of sthg [of food, money, 

supplies] to have almost run out of sthg □ 
We're running dangerously short of water. -2. to 
cut sthg short [visit, speech, education] to make 
sthg stop abruptly before it has finished □ 
He had to cut his vacation short. □ I'm sorry to 
cut you short, but we’re running out of time. ■ to 
stop short to stop doing something because 
one is surprised, shocked etc □ He stopped 
short in front of the picture. ■ to bring or pull sb 
up short to cause sb to be surprised or 
shocked and to suddenly stop what they are 
doing or saying □ The look she gave me 
brought or pulled me up short. 
On-1. GB a strong alcoholic drink, especial¬ 
ly liquor, that is usually drunk in small 
amounts □ He'd been drinking shorts all night. 
-2. cinema a short movie shown before the 
main program in a movie theater □ They're 
showing an early Hal Hartley short. 

♦ shorts npl -1. short trousers that end at 
one’s knees or higher. -2. US men’s under¬ 
pants. 

♦ for short adv as an abbreviation □ Trinitro¬ 
toluene, or TNT for short. 

♦ in short adv a phrase that introduces a final 
conclusion or a summary of what has just 
been said □ It is up-to-date, carefully researched 
and fully illustrated. In short, this is an indispen¬ 
sable reference book. 

♦ nothing short of adv a phrase used to em¬ 
phasize how good, surprising etc something 
is □ Her recovery was nothing short of miracu¬ 
lous. 

♦ short of prep short of doing sthg apart from 
doing sthg □ Short of going there yourself, 
there's nothing you can do to stop them. 

shortage ['Jb:rtid3l « [of fuel, water, supplies] a 
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situation where there is not enough of 
something □ There is a shortage of cheap hous¬ 
ing in this area. 

short back and sides n GB a man’s haircut 
where the back and sides are cut shorter 
than the top. 

short black w AUS an espresso coffee, 

shortbread ['Jbdtbred] n a type of cookie 
made with flour, sugar, and a lot of butter, 

shortcake ['Jb:rtkeik] « US a crisp cake served 
with layers of fruit, cream etc. -2. GB = 
shortbread. 

short-change vt -1. [customer] to give <sb> 
too little change for something that they 
have just paid for in a store, restaurant etc. 
-2. [person, company] to behave dishonesdy 
or unfairly toward <sb>, usually by giving 
them less than they should get □ We have 
been short-changed by the management. 

short circuit n the failure of an electrical cir¬ 
cuit because of damage or a faulty connec¬ 
tion. 

♦ short-circuit o vt [system, machine, device] 

to make <sthg> have a short circuit □ Don't 
do that, you'll short-circuit all the lights, o vi: The 
system had short-circuited. 

shortcomings ['Jo:rtkAmir|z] npl weaknesses or 
faults in somebody or something o She has 
her shortcomings like everyone else, but I really 
like her. u He pointed out the numerous short¬ 
comings of this form of banking. 

shortcrust pastry ['JbdtkrAst-] « GB pastry 
that is crisp and that crumbles very easily, 

short cut n -1. a quick way to get some¬ 
where □ Let's take a short cut across the fields. 
-2. a quick method for doing something □ 
There are no short cuts to making good pastry! 

shorten L'Joirtn] o vf -1. [visit, vacation, time] to 
make <sthg> shorter in time □ In the future it 
will be possible to shorten people's working 
week. -2. [skirt, rope, name] to make <sthg> 
shorter in length □ The skirt fits me around the 
waist, but the length needs shortening, o vi 
[days, nights] to become shorter in time, 

shortening ['Jbdtmr)] n a fat, such as butter, 
that is used for making pastry or dough, 

shortfall ['Joitfod] n a shortfall in sthg [in pay¬ 

ments, profits] the amount by which sthg is 
less or lower than what was expected, 
needed, or hoped for □ We envisage a shortfall 
of around five million dollars. 

shorthand ['Josthaend] n -1. a way of writing 
that uses signs instead of words, and is used 
as a quick and easy way to record what 
somebody is saying □ / write all my notes in 
shorthand. -2. a shorter way of referring to 
something long or complicated □ "Restructur¬ 
ing" is their shorthand for substantial job losses. 

shorthanded [JoTt'haEndad] adj to be short- 
handed to be short of staff or workers for a 
particular job. 

shorthand typist n GB a person who types 
and does shorthand, usually in an office, 

short-haul adj [jet, flight] that travels or in¬ 
volves only short distances □ You don't get 
much food on short-haul flights. 

short list n a list of a small number of peo¬ 
ple, things etc, that have been chosen from 
a larger number and from which the final 
choice will be made □ The movie was on the 
short list for the BAFTA awards. 

♦ short-list vt to be short-listed for sthg [for a 

prize, job] to be put on the short list for sthg 
□ Her novel was short-listed for the Pulitzer Prize. 

short-lived l-'livd] adj [success, happiness, pro¬ 

test] that does not last a long time □ Unfortu¬ 
nately their victory was to prove short-lived. 

shortly ['Jo:rtli] adv soon □ Our guests should be 
arriving shortly. □ They met in the summer and 
became engaged shortly afterward. 

short-order cook n us a cook who makes 
food that can be prepared quickly, 

short-range adj -1. [missile, weapon] that is de¬ 
signed to travel only short distances. -2. 
[forecast, plan] that covers only a short time 
ahead. 

short shrift [-'Jrift] « to give sb short shrift to 
pay little attention to what sb says, 

shortsighted [Joit'saitad] adj -1. [person) who 
cannot see far-off objects well, but can see 
things that are very close □ My mother has 
gotten very short-sighted with age. -2. [person, 

decision, policy] that is unwise because it does 
not take account of what may happen in 
the future □ / think their approach to the prob¬ 
lem is very shortsighted. 

short-staffed [US -'stasft, GB -'stcnft] adj to be 
short-staffed [company, store, school] to have 
too few staff □ You’ll have to forgive us, we're 
rather short-staffed at the moment. 

short-stay parking n GB = short-term parking, 

short story n a piece of writing about imagi¬ 
nary characters and events that is much 
shorter than a novel and often only a few 
pages long □ a book of short stories. 

short-tempered adj [person] who gets angry 
very easily □ Alan can be extremely short- 
tempered at times. 

short-term ad/ -1. [effects, developments] that 
will happen or take effect soon □ What are 
the short-term implications of these cuts? -2. 
[problem, solution] that lasts or has an effect 
only for a short time □ These are just short¬ 
term measures. 

short-term parking n us parking in a lot 
where vehicles may only be parked for a 
few hours at a time. 

short time n on short time GB working for a 
shorter period of time than usual □ Workers 
have been put on short time. 

short wave n a type of radio transmission 
that uses wavelengths less than 60 meters 
long □ a short wave radio. 

NOTE. Compare long wave, medium wave. 

Shoshone [fou'foum] (jzl Shoshone or Shosho- 
nes) n a member of a Native American peo- 
P ® wh° used to live in the southwestern 
USA; the language of this people. 

S^Q7cfOVich ['J'Dst3'kouvitfl, Dmitri (1906- 
1975) a Russian composer who wrote 15 
symphonies, and piano and chamber music. 
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shot [Jnt | o past tense <SJ past participle of 
shoot. 

On-1. the action of firing a gun, or the 
noise that it makes □ Several shots rang out. □ 
He fired four shots from a pistol. □ a rifle shot, m 
like a shot |run, go] very quickly □ If someone 
offered me a job in New York, I'd go there like a 
shot. -2. a good/bad/poor shot a person who 
shoots well/badly/poorly □ He's an excellent 
shot. -3. sport & games the action of kicking, 
throwing, hitting etc a ball when trying to 
score a point □ He took a shot at the goal. □ 
Good shot! -4. photography a photograph □ 
There were some nice shots of Martin in Spain. 
-5. cinema a part of a movie that is seen as a 
single picture o The movie has some beautiful 
shots of Venice. -6. to have a shot at sthg to 
try to do sthg (informal use) □ I'll have a shot at 
it. -7. [of morphine, heroin] an injection of a 
drug or vaccine □ a typhoid shot. -8. [of whis¬ 

key, gin] a small amount of a strong alcoholic 
drink □ a shot of brandy. 

shotgun [’JhtgAn] n a gun that fires cartridges 
with lots of small pellets inside them, 

shot put n the shot put a sporting event in 
which competitors throw a very heavy met¬ 
al ball, called a shot, as far as they can. 

should [stressed Jud, unstressed Jad] modal vb 
-1. you shouldn't drink and drive it is your 
duty or responsibility not to drink and drive 
□ Strictly speaking, we should let her family know 
where she is. □ You should have been more care¬ 
ful! -2. should I tell him? do you think it is a 
good idea to tell him? □ / think we should call 
the police. □ You should go and see someone 
about that bad back of yours. -3. she should be 
home soon it is very likely that she will ar¬ 
rive home soon □ It shouldn't take long to fix 
the dishwasher. □ My letter should have gotten 
there by now. -4. they should have won the 
game everyone expected them to win the 
game because they are the best, but they 
did not □ She should have married John. 
-5. used in “that” clauses describing a deci¬ 
sion, arrangement, wish, opinion etc □ It's 
funny that you should say that. □ We decided that 
nothing should be said about it. -6. should you 
be invited if you are invited (formal use) □ If 
anyone should ask for me. I'll be at the office. 
-7. I should think it'll take an hour I think it 
will take an hour, but I am not sure □ / 
should say he's in his late thirties. 

shoulder ['Joulda'] o n -1. [of a person] the part 
of one’s body on either side of one’s neck 
where one’s arms join one’s body □ I've 
pulled a muscle in my shoulder, ■ to look over 
one's shoulder to turn one’s head to look be¬ 
hind, without turning the rest of the body. ■ 
a shoulder to cry on a person who will listen 
sympathetically to somebody’s problems □ 
Look, if you ever need a shoulder to cry on, I'm 
here. ■ to rub shoulders with sb to meet sb, 
especially a famous person, and socialize 
with them as an equal □ / love rubbing shoul¬ 
ders with the stars! -2. [of a dress, shirt, jacket] 
the part of a piece of clothing where the 
sleeve meets the part covering one's body □ 
a jacket with padded shoulders. -3. [of lamb, 

pork, beef] a piece of meat from the shoulder 
of an animal. 

o vt -1. [weight, load, bag] to put <sthg 
heavy> on one’s shoulders in order to carry 
it □ He shouldered the sack and climbed the lad¬ 
der. -2. [responsibility, blame] to accept <sthg> 
oneself □ Thirty percent of the population have 
to shoulder the entire costs of the health service. 

shoulder bag n a bag with a long strap that 
can be carried over the shoulder, 

shoulder blade n one of two large, flat, trian¬ 
gular bones at the top of one’s back, 

shoulder-length adj [hair] that is long enough 
to reach the shoulders. 

shoulder pad n a pad of material or foam 
that is put in the shoulder of a piece of 
clothing to give it a better shape, 

shoulder strap n -1. [on a dress] one of two 
narrow strips of fabric on a dress, sun top 
etc that go over the shoulders. -2. [on a bag] 

a long strap on a bag or case that allows it 
to be carried over the shoulder, 

shouldn't ['Judnt] = should not. 

should've [’Jodav] = should have, 

shout [Jaot] o « -1. a loud cry or call that 
somebody makes because they are angry, 
excited, or trying to be heard over a lot of 
other noise □ shouts of joy/delight/protest/anger. 
-2. its my/your shout GB & AUS it’s my/your 
turn to buy drinks for everybody, o vt to 
say <sthg> very loudly □ "Stop!" she shouted. 
□ The crowd started shouting insults at the speak¬ 
er. o vi to speak very loudly □ / had to shout 
to make myself heard. ■ to shout at sb to 
speak angrily and in a loud voice to sb □ 
She's always shouting at the children. 

♦ shout down vt sep to shout sb down [speak¬ 

er, opponent] to stop sb from talking, or be¬ 
ing heard, by shouting □ Trimble was shouted 
down by a hostile crowd. 

♦ shout out vt sep to shout sthg out [warning, 

command] to shout sthg suddenly. 

shouting ['Jaotir)] n the noise made when 
somebody shouts. 

shove [Jav] (informal use) O n to give sb/sthg a 
shove to push sb/sthg with a quick, often 
violent, movement, o vt -1. [person, car] to 
push <sb/sthg> somewhere with a quick, 
often violent, movement o We shoved the car 
out of the road. -2. [clothes, books, object] to 
put <sthg> somewhere, often roughly or 
carelessly □ He shoved his clothes into a bag. 

♦ shove off vi -1. [boat] to leave the shore □ 
We shoved off and floated slowly downstream. 
-2. to go away (informal use) □ Oh, shove off! 

shovel ['JavI] (US pt & pp shoveled, cont shov¬ 
eling, GB pt & pp shovelled, cont shovelling) 
on a tool with a square or rounded blade 
fixed to a long handle that is used for mov¬ 
ing coal, snow, earth etc. o vt -1. [coal, snow, 

earth] to move <sthg> using a shovel □ Shov¬ 
el the earth to one side. -2. to put <a lot of 
food> into one’s mouth quickly □ They shov¬ 
eled the food into their mouths as if they hadn't 
eaten for days. 

show [Jou] (pt showed, pp shown or showed) 
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o n -1. [at a theater, on the radio, TV) a pro¬ 
gram that is made to entertain people □ a 
variety/quiz show □ the Ken Diamond Show. -2. 
[of animals, cars, flowers] an organized event 
at which things are shown to the public and 
sometimes judged to decide which of them 
is best □ a dog/flower/agricultural show. ■ to be 
on show to be in a place where it can be 
seen by the public □ Her most recent paintings 
are on show at the Towner Gallery. -3. to be for 
show to exist or be done only to impress 
people □ All that fancy sports gear is just for 
show. ■ to put up or make a show of sthg [of 
interest, annoyance] to pretend to feel sthg □ / 
made a show of enjoying the meal even though I 
hate fish. 
o vt -1. to allow somebody to see <sthg>, 
e.g. by holding it out or pointing to it □ Can 
I show you his letter? □ / showed my work to the 
chief designer. □ Please show your ticket. □ An 
optional 12% service charge is shown on the bill. 
■ to show oneself, to show one's face to al¬ 
low oneself to be seen □ I'd be ashamed to 
show myself in public if I were him! □ He won't 
dare show his face around here again, m to have 
something/nothing to show for sthg [for one’s 
work, time, effort] to have achieved some¬ 
thing/nothing as a result of sthg □ He doesn't 
have much to show for his expensive education. 
□ All that hard work and what have I got to show 
for it? Nothing! -2. [picture, diagram, piece of 
writing] to give information about <sthg>; 
[thermometer, dial, gauge! to have <a particu¬ 
lar number, time, date> etc on it □ The exhi¬ 
bition shows what life was like in Roman Britain. 
□ The barometer was showing "Change". -3. to 
show sb how to do sthg to teach sb how to 
do sthg, especially by doing it oneself □ 
Show me how to use the word processor. □ I'll 
show you how to get there, m to show sb the 
way [to the station, bank, exit] to tell sb how to 
get to a place, especially by going there 
with them □ The porter will show you to your 
room. -4. [courage, enthusiasm, understanding] 
to behave in a way that makes other people 
see that one has <a particular feeling or atti- 
tude> □ If she was disappointed, she didn't 
show it. □ He's shown us nothing but kindness. 
-5. to show that... to prove that a particular 
fact or situation is true or exists □ There's no 
evidence to show that he was responsible. □ It 
just shows how careful you have to be. □ The re¬ 
sults show a big improvement. -6. to show sb to 
a place to lead sb to a place □ Can I show you 
to your seat? □ I'll show you to the door. 
-7. [movie, program, documentary] to make 
<sthg> available as entertainment for the 
public □ What are they showing at the Odeon? 
-8. to show a profit/loss [company, venture] to 
have made a profit/loss □ The company is 
showing a loss of $15 million. -9. [painting, ani¬ 
mal product] to put <sthg> in a public place 
so that it can be seen and judged by people 
□ These drawings have never been shown to¬ 
gether before □ / started breeding poodles to 
show them around five years ago. 
^ vi -1. [anger, relief, stain] to be easy to see □ 
If she was disappointed, it didn't show. □ The 
scar hardly shows now. □ Does my bra show 

through this shirt? -2. to be showing [movie] to 
be appearing as entertainment for the public 
□ Is "Dracula" still showing at the Odeon? 

♦ show around vt sep to show sb around to 
take sb to the most important parts of a 
place they are visiting for the first time □ 
There was a guide who showed us around the 
museum. □ If you ever come to New York I'd be 
happy to show you around. 

♦ show in vt sep to show sb in [visitor, person, 
candidate] to lead sb into a place □ I've shown 
Mr Lee into your office. □ "Ms Harper is here." 
— "Good, show her in." 

♦ show off o vt sep to show sb/sthg off [new 
car, clothes, baby] to let people see sb/sthg 
that one is proud of □ She couldn't wait to get 
back and show off her suntan, o vi [person] to 
behave in a way that attracts attention be¬ 
cause one wants to be admired □ Ignore him, 
he's only showing off in front of his friends. 

♦ show out vt sep to show sb out [visitor, per¬ 
son] to lead sb out of a place □ It’s OK, I'll 
show myself out. 

♦ show round vt sep GB = show around. 

♦ show up o vt sep to show sb up to make sb 
who one is with feel embarrassed by behav¬ 
ing badly in public □ / just prayed that the chil¬ 
dren wouldn't show me up too much, o vi 
-1. [feature, stain, color] to be easy to see □ 
The sunset didn't show up well in the photo¬ 
graph. -2. [at the office, restaurant] to arrive at 
a place where one is expected □ We started 
to worry when she didn't show up for work. 

showbiz [’Joubiz] « = show business (informal 
use). 

show business n the business, work, or pro¬ 
fession of popular entertainment, e.g. sing¬ 
ing, dancing, and acting. 

showcase ['Joukeis] n -1. [in a museum, exhibi¬ 
tion, store] a glass case in which valuable ob¬ 
jects are placed for people to look at. -2. to 
be a showcase for sb/sthg a situation, event 
etc in which sb/sthg can display their talents 
□ The concerto is a real showcase for the young 
pianist. 

showdown ['Joudaun] ti to have a showdown 
with sb to have a serious argument with sb 
at the end of a long period of disagreement 
and angry feelings. 

shower ['Jauar] o « -1. a device that one 
stands under to wash one’s body, consisting 
of a long hose with a flat piece at one end 
with a lot of small holes in it through 
which water flows □ 4 double room with 
shower costs $50. m to have or take a shower 
to wash oneself using a shower □ / have a 
cold/hot shower every morning. -2. weather a 
fall of rain, snow, or sleet that lasts only a 
short time □ a shower of rain □ scattered show¬ 
ers □ a. snow shower. -3. a shower of sparks/ 
confetti etc a lot of sparks/confetti etc falling 
through the air □ a shower of spray/water. 
-4. a shower of abuse/praise etc a lot of 
abuse/praise etc that comes all at the same 
time □ The opening of the exhibition was accom¬ 
panied by a shower of criticism from traditional¬ 
ists. -5. US [for a woman] a party that is held 
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for a woman by her friends before a particu¬ 
lar special occasion and at which they give 
her presents □ a bridal/baby/engagement show¬ 
er. 

o vt -1. (person, ground! to scatter lots of 
small light objects on <sb/sthg>. -2. to 
shower sb with sthg, to shower sthg (up)on 
sb [with presents, kisses, insults! to give sb a 
large number of sthg. 
o vi to have a shower □ He likes to shower af¬ 
ter he's been swimming. 

shower cap n a cap worn in the shower to 
cover one’s hair and keep it dry. 

showerproof ['fauarpru:f] adj (coat, fabric] that 
will keep the wearer dry but is not fully 
waterproof. 

showery [‘fauari] adj [weather, day] that is full 
of rain showers. 

showing [’fouig] n a presentation of a movie 
at a movie theater □ I/Ve went to the earlier 
showing. 

show jumping [-d3Ampirj] n a sporting com¬ 
petition in which the skill and speed of a 
horse and its rider are judged when they 
jump over a series of fences, 

showman ['Jooman] (pi showmen [-man]) n 
-1. a person whose job is producing things 
for public entertainment such as musicals 
and plays □ a circus showman. -2. a person 
who presents things in an entertaining way 
and is good at attracting public attention, 

showmanship ['JoumanJip] n an ability to 
present something in an interesting and en¬ 
tertaining way □ His showmanship saved the 
lecture from being boring. 

shown [Joon] past participle of show, 

show-off n a person who likes to show off 
(informal use) □ He's such a show-off! 

show of hands n a method of voting in 
which people raise their hands to show 
their support for, or opposition to, some¬ 
body or something □ The vote was taken by a 
show of hands. 

showpiece [’Joupiis] n the best thing in a col¬ 
lection, exhibition etc that is proudly shown 
to other people □ The real showpiece of the ex¬ 
hibition is a 1954 Cadillac. 

showroom ['Jooru:m] « a large room, or part 
of a store, where examples of goods for sale 
can be looked at before they are bought □ a 
car showroom. 

showy f'/ooi] (compar showier, superl showi¬ 
est) adj [car, clothes] that is very bright and 
colorful and attracts people’s attention 
(disapproving use) □ Rachel is too showy for my 
liking. 

shrank [fraerjk] past tense of shrink, 

shrapnel ['Jraepnl] n small pieces of metal 
scattered when a bomb or shell explodes □ a 

piece of shrapnel □ a shrapnel wound. 

shred [Jred] (pt & pp shredded, cont shredding) 
On-1. [of paper, cloth, meat] a long thin piece 
of something □ shreds of lettuce □ The cat tore 
the book to shreds with its claws. -2. not a 
shred of truth/evidence no truth/evidence at 
all □ They haven't a shred of proof to back up 

these allegations. □ without a shred of doubt. 
o vt [cabbage, lettuce, paper] to cut or tear 
<sthg> into shreds. 

shredder ['J'redar] n -1. [for food] a machine 
that shreds food. -2. [for paper] a machine 
that shreds paper into tiny pieces that can¬ 
not be read. 

shrew [Jru:] n a very small brown rodent 
with a long pointed nose. 

shrewd [Jru:d] adj [person] who is good at 
understanding what a person or situation is 
really like, and can use this knowledge to 
gain an advantage □ She's a shrewd judge of 
character. □ You made a very shrewd decision to 
sell when you did. 

shriek Lfriik] o « [of laughter, terror, pain] a 
loud, sharp, high-pitched cry □ shrieks of 
laughter, o vt to say <sthg> with a shriek □ 
"Let me go!" she shrieked, o vi to give a 
shriek □ She shrieked with laughter. 

shrill [fril] adj [voice, whistle! that is high- 
pitched and unpleasant to hear or listen to □ 
Her shrill voice echoed in my ears. 

shrimp [frimp] (pi shrimps or shrimp) n a small 
shellfish with a curved tail that goes pink 
when cooked. 

shrimp cocktail « US a dish, often eaten at 
the beginning of a meal, that consists of 
shrimps, lettuce, and a sauce. 

shrine Lfrain] n a place where people go to 
worship, that has a special connection with 
a particular god, saint etc. 

shrink [frirjk] (pt shrank, pp shrunk) o vt 

[dress, sweater, blanket] to make <a piece of 
cloth or clothing> smaller, usually by wash¬ 
ing it. o vi -1. [person, piece of clothing] to be¬ 
come smaller □ My dress has shrunk in the 
wash. -2. [profits, trade, popularity] to decrease 
□ His popularity rating had shrunk to a mere 15%. 
-3. to shrink away from sthg to draw back 
from sthg □ He shrank away from the body in 
horror. -4. to shrink from sthg [from a task, 

duty] to avoid sthg because one finds it un¬ 
pleasant □ He shrinks from any kind of commit¬ 
ment. On a psychoanalyst or psychiatrist (in¬ 
formal use). 

shrinkage ['Jrirjkids] n [in staff, production] an 
amount by which something gets smaller □ 
We have to allow for some shrinkage in sales/ 
demand. 

shrink-wrap vt [food, product] to wrap <sthg> 
in a type of plastic that clings very tightly to 
its shape. 

shrivel ['frivl] (US pt & pp shriveled, cont shriv¬ 
eling, GB pt & pp shrivelled, cont shrivelling) 
o vt [skin, plant] to take the moisture from 
<sthg> so that it becomes dry and wrinkled 
□ The heat had shriveled up all our seedlings. 
o vi [plant, skin] The seedlings had all shriveled in 
the heat. 

Shropshire [’JrDpJV] a county in western cen¬ 
tral England, size: 3,490 sq kms. population: 
400,800. administrative center: Shrewsbury. 

shroud [fraud] o « a cloth that is put around 
a dead body before it is buried, o vt to be 
shrouded in sthg [in darkness, fog, secrecy] to 
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be hidden by sthg □ The whole crime was 
shrouded in mystery. 

Shrove Tuesday [Jrouv-] « in the Christian 
calendar, the day before the beginning of 
Lent. 

shrub [JrAb] n a plant that is similar to, but 
smaller than, a tree, and that has several 
woody stems instead of a trunk. 

shrubbery ['JrAbari] {pi shrubberies) n an area 
in a garden where several shrubs are planted 
together. 

shrug [JrAg] (pt & pp shrugged, cont shrugging) 
o n the act of raising one’s shoulders to 
show that one is not sure, is not interested, 
or does not know something a Janet an¬ 
swered with/gave a shrug, o vt to shrug one's 
shoulders to raise one's shoulders in a shrug, 
o vi: He could only shrug and smile. 

♦ shrug off vt sep to shrug sthg off (remark, 
criticism, problem] to ignore sthg or act as if it 
is not important □ It's difficult to shrug off that 
kind of criticism. 

shrunk [JrArjk] past participle of shrink. 

shrunken [’JrAijkan] adj that has become 
smaller and looks less healthy, less impres¬ 
sive etc. 

shucks [jAks] excl US a word used to express 
embarrassment, annoyance, or disappoint¬ 
ment (informal use). 

shudder ['J'Ada1'] o n [of fear, horror, cold! an act 
of shuddering □ He gave a shudder of disgust, 
o vi -1. Iperson) to shiver suddenly, violent¬ 
ly, and uncontrollably for a moment o He 
shuddered with fear/horror/disgust. ■ I shudder 
to think a phrase used to indicate that some¬ 
thing is too unpleasant, horrifying etc to 
think about □ "What will she do next?" — "/ 
shudder to think. " □ / shudder to think what could 
have happened. -2. [machine, vehicle] to shake 
suddenly and violently □ The engine shud¬ 
dered into life. 

shuffle ['fAfl] o vt -1. to shuffle one's feet to 

move one s feet around while standing in 
one place, e.g. because one is bored or em¬ 
barrassed □ He stood there, shuffling his feet to 
keep warm. -2. to shuffle cards to mix up 
playing cards so that they are not in any 
particular order □ The dealer shuffles the deck, 
o vt -1. to walk without lifting one’s feet off 
the ground properly □ He shuffled into/out of 
the room. -2. to move one’s feet while stand¬ 
ing or one’s bottom while sitting, e.g. be¬ 
cause one is bored or embarrassed □ They 
shuffled impatiently in their seats. 

shun [,fAn] (pt & pp shunned, cont shunning) vt 
[person, publicity] to deliberately avoid having 
any contact with <sb/sthg> □ Throughout his 
life Beckett shunned the glare of the media 

shunt [/Ant] vt -1. [wagon, car] to push or pi 
<sthg> from one piece of railroad to anot] 

er- -2; [Person. furniture, luggage] to moi 
<sb/sthg> to a different place □ I've bet 
shunted around from one department to anothei 

shunter [’jAntaq n an engine that is used i 
shunt railroad cars. 

shush [Juf] excl a word used to tell some 

body, especially a child, to be quiet □ Shush! 
It's time to go to sleep. 

shut [J*At] (pt & pp shut, cont shutting) o adj to 
be shut [window, store, eyes] not to be open □ 
Are you sure all the doors were shut? o vt 
-1. [window, door] to change the position of 
<sthg> so that it is no longer open; [box, 
case] to cover <sthg> with a lid, top etc so 
that it is no longer open □ Shut the windows 
before you go out □ The suitcase was so full I 
couldn't shut it. ■ shut your mouth or face!v be 
quiet! (very informal use).. -2. [store, office] to 
stop <sthg> from operating or doing busi¬ 
ness □ They shut the office early on Fridays, o vi 
[window, eyes, office] What time do the banks 
shut? 

♦ shut away vt sep -1. to shut sb away [crimi¬ 
nal] to put sb in prison □ / think rapists should 
be shut away for life. ■ to shut oneself away to 
deliberately avoid seeing or meeting other 
people □ She shuts herself away in her room all 
day. -2. to shut sthg away [valuables, treasure, 
jewelry] to put or keep sthg in a safe place 
where nobody can see it □ The jewels are shut 
away in a safe somewhere. 

♦ shut down o vt sep to shut sthg down [fac¬ 
tory, business, theater] to stop sthg from oper¬ 
ating, for a short time or for ever □ The reac¬ 
tor had to be shut down while repairs were car¬ 
ried out. □ They've shut down the local car plant, 
o vi [factory, business] The restaurant shut down 
last year. 

♦ shut in vt sep to shut sb/sthg in (person, ani¬ 
mal] to close the door, windows etc of a 
room or building so that sb/sthg cannot get 
out □ They shut the dog in by mistake. 

♦ shut out vt sep -1. to shut sb/sthg out [per¬ 
son, animal, noise] to stop sb/sthg from get¬ 
ting into a building, room, etc □ The new cur¬ 
tains shut out the light very effectively. -2. to 
shut sthg out [thought, feeling, image] to stop 
sthg from entering or being in one’s mind □ 
/ tried to shut out the pain and keep going. 

♦ shut up o vt sep -1. to shut a place up [fac¬ 
tory, store] to close the entrances to a place 
so that people cannot enter □ We shut the 
apartment up completely before leaving on vaca¬ 
tion. -2. to shut sb/sthg up [person, animal] to 
stop sb/sthg from talking or making a noise 
(informal use) □ Once he'd started we just 
couldn't shut him up. o vi [person] to be quiet 
(informal use) □ Shut up! 

shutter [J\\tar] n -1. (on a window] a wooden 
or metal cover on the outside of a window 
that can be opened or closed. -2. [in a came¬ 
ra] the part of a camera that opens to let 
light through the lens when a photograph is 
being taken. 

shuttle 1'jAtl] o adj a shuttle service a service 
in which a passenger vehicle, e.g. an air- 
craft, train, or bus, goes frequently back and 
forth between two places □ There's a shuttle 
service between the airport and the train station. 

n a shuttle service; a vehicle that provides 
this service □ Let's take the shuttle, o vi [vehi¬ 
cle, person] to make frequent trips between 
two places □ He spends half his time shuttling 
back and forth between New York and Chicago. 
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O vt [passengers, tourists! to take <people> 
on a shuttle between two places □ The bus 
shuttles passengers between terminals. 

shuttlecock ['/Atlkok] n an object with a 
rounded point at one end and real or plastic 
feathers at the other that is hit over a net in 
the game of badminton. 

shy [fai] (pt & pp shied) o adj [person] who is 
nervous and uncomfortable when meeting 
or talking to other people, especially people 
they do not know □ She gave him a shy smile/ 
look. □ He was too shy to let her know how he 
felt, o vi [horse] to move suddenly backward 
or sideways when surprised or afraid. 

♦ shy away from vt fits to shy away from 
sthg to avoid doing sthg that one does not 
like or does not feel confident enough to do 
□ She shied away from accusing him directly. 

Shylock ['Jailok] a character in Shakespeare’s 
play The Merchant of Venice. He is a money¬ 
lender who demands a pound of flesh from 
a character who cannot repay a loan. 

shyly f/ailr] adv [look, smile, say] see shy. 

shyness ['Jamas] n: see shy. 

Siamese [.sais'miiz] n a Siamese (cat) a cat 
that has pale fur and blue eyes. 

Siamese twins npl twins who are bom with 
parts of their bodies joined together. 

SIB (abbr of Securities and Investment Board) n 
the SIB the official organization responsible 
for controlling the securities markets in Brit¬ 
ain. 

Sibelius [sa'beilias], Jean (1865-1957) a Finn¬ 
ish composer whose best-known work is 
the orchestral work Finlandia. 

Siberia [sai'biaria] a large region of northern 
Asia, covering parts of Russia and Kazakh¬ 
stan. 

sibling ['siblir)] n a brother or sister (formal use) 
□ sibling rivalry. 

Sicilian [si'silian] n & adj: see Sicily. 

Sicily f'sisali] a large Italian island in the 
Mediterranean, southwest of Italy, size: 

25,708 sq kms. population: 4,961,383 (Sicil¬ 
ians). CAPITAL: Palermo. 

sick [sik] adj -1. [person, animal] ill □ They care 
for sick people. ■ to be off sick to be away 
from work because one is ill. -2. to feel sick 
to feel like vomiting. -3. to be sick GB to 
vomit □ / ate so much I was almost sick. -4. to 
be sick of sthg to be annoyed and bored 
with sthg one does not like, especially be¬ 
cause it has continued or because one has 
done it for much too long □ I'm sick and tired 
of his constant moaning. -5. to make sb sick [be¬ 

havior, opinion] to make sb feel angry and dis¬ 
gusted; [food, drink] to make sb vomit or 
want to vomit □ His racist ideas make me sick. 
□ Seafood always makes me sick. -6. [story, joke] 

that is tasteless and offensive □ He has a real¬ 
ly sick sense of humor. 

sickbay ['sikbei] n an area, e.g. on a ship or in 
a school, where sick people can be treated. 

sickbed ['sikbed] « sb's sickbed a bed where 
sb sick is lying □ She called me from her 
sickbed to tell me what had happened. 

sicken t'sikn] vt to be so unpleasant that it 
disgusts and makes <sb> feel sick □ / was 
sickened by the violence I saw there. 

sickening ['siknig] adj -1. [sight, smell] that is 
so disgusting it makes one feel sick □ the 
sickening thud of the executioner's ax. -2. 
[person, behavior] that everyone finds very an¬ 
noying (humorous use) □ She's so talented, it's 
sickening. 

sickle ['sikl] n a tool with a short handle and 
a curved blade, used for cutting long grass, 
wheat etc. 

sick leave « the time that somebody is offi¬ 
cially allowed off work because they are ill 
□ / get three weeks' sick leave per year. □ Mrs 
Drew is on sick leave. 

sickly f'sikli] (compar sicklier, superl sickliest) 
adj -1. [person, appearance] that looks un¬ 
healthy □ a pa/e, sickly child. -2. [smell, taste, 
color] that is so unpleasant that it makes one 
feel sick □ The room was painted a sickly shade 
of green. 

sickness ['siknas] n -1. illness □ How many 
working days were lost due to sickness? -2. GB 
the act of vomiting □ She was off for two days 
with sickness and diarrhea. -3. a particular ill¬ 
ness □ His sickness has not been diagnosed yet. 

sickness benefit n GB money paid by the 
government to people who are unable to 
work because they are ill. 

sick pay n money paid by an employer to 
somebody who is unable to go to work be¬ 
cause they are ill. 

sickroom ['sikruim] n a room where some¬ 
body is ill in bed. 

side [said] o « -1. [of a room, building, town] one 
of the two parts of an object or area that are 
to the left and right of the middle of it □ 
Which side of the bed do you sleep on? □ New 
York's Lower East Side. ■ from side to side 
moving repeatedly in one direction and then 
in the opposite direction □ The trees swayed 
from side to side in the wind, m on all sides, on 
every side in every direction □ Our troops 
were being attacked on all sides. ■ to put sthg 
to or on one side not to do, spend, discuss 
etc sthg straight away but to leave it until 
later □ / put all the bills to one side, until I could 
afford to pay them. -2. [of a river, border, fence] 

the area that lies to the left or right of 
something □ / could hear voices on the far side 
of the wall. -3. [of a person] the left or right 
part of a person's body, from their shoulders 
to their legs; [of an animal] the left or right 
part of an animal, from the top of its back 
to the top of its legs □ He felt a pain in his left 
side. □ The deer was lying on its side. ■ at or by 
sb's side beside sb □ She remained at his side 
during his illness. ■ side by side next to one 
another and facing the same direction □ We 
sat side by side on a large sofa. -4. [of a coin, 

cube, piece of cloth] any of the flat surfaces of 
an object that has two or more surfaces □ 
The box had 'This Side Up' stamped on it. □ 
What's on the other side of the cassette? -5. [of 

an object, shape] any of the straight edges 
around the outside of an object □ A triangle 
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has three sides. -6. [of a building, vehicle) one of 
the two outer surfaces that are not the top, 
bottom, front, or back of something □ The 
car was dented on the passenger's side. □ / 

found a path that went around the side of the 
house. -7. [of a hill, valley] the sloping part be¬ 
tween the top and bottom of a hill or 
mountain □ The gorge had steep sides. -8. [in a 

war, game, debate] one of two groups who 
are fighting or competing with each other □ 
Neither side would give in. ■ to be on sb's side 
to agree with sb in an argument □ / always 
like to be on the winning side. □ I'm on your side! 
■ to take sides to choose to support some¬ 
body in an argument □ I don't want to take 
sides. -9. [of a family! the parents, grand¬ 
parents etc of one’s mother or one’s father □ 
My mother's side of the family came from Ger¬ 
many. -10. [of a problem, argument! one part of 
a situation; [of somebody's character] one part 
of somebody’s personality or character □ 
Can't you see the funny side of it? □ / didn't 
know he had a serious side. -11. US = side dish 
o I'll have eggs with a side of wheat toast. 
-12. phrases to be on the large/small side to 
be a little too large/small □ The coat's a little 
on the large side, but it'll do. ■ to do sthg on the 
side to work at sthg in addition to one’s 
regular job, sometimes illegally □ He's a bus 
driver, but he does some gardening on the side. ■ 
to keep on the right/wrong side of sb to make 
sb feel pleased/annoyed with one □ / 
wouldn't like to get on the wrong side of him! 
o adj [door, entrance] that is situated to the 
side of something □ The thieves got in through 
a side window. 

♦ side with vt fus to side with sb to support 
sb in an argument □ The rest of the family all 
sided with me against Dad. 

sideboard ['saidbo:rd] tt a long piece of furni¬ 
ture, usually in a dining room or living 
room, for keeping glasses, plates etc in. 

sideburns ['saidb3:rnz] us, sideboards [ said- 
ba:rdz] GB npl strips of hair growing down 
the sides of a man’s face. 

sidecar l'saidka:r] n a small vehicle for one or 
two passengers that is attached to the side 
of a motorcycle. 

side dish tt a small dish such as a salad or 
vegetables that is eaten at the same time as 
the main dish of a meal. 

side effect n -1. [of a drug, treatment] an effect, 
usually unexpected and unwanted, that hap¬ 
pens in addition to the main intended effect 
□ Side effects include vomiting, dizziness and 
chest pain. -2. [of a situation, decision] an un¬ 
planned result that happens in addition to 
the intended result of something □ A side- 
effect of her resignation was the unexpected de¬ 
parture of her secretary. 

sidekick f'saidkik] n a person’s helper or com¬ 
panion, who is usually less important than 
the person they help or spend time with. 

sidelight [’saidlait] n gb one of two small 
lights beside or below the headlights of a 
car. 

sideline ['saidlain] « -1. something that some¬ 

body does in addition to their main job, es¬ 
pecially because they enjoy it □ /Is a sideline 
he takes wedding photos. -2. [of a field, court] 

one of the painted lines that mark the side 
of a soccer field, tennis court etc □ He stood 
watching from the sidelines. -3. to be on the 
sidelines to be away from the center of at¬ 
tention and not taking part in what is hap¬ 
pening □ / preferred to stay on the sidelines and 
not get involved in the dispute. 

sidelong ['saidlDrj] o adj [look, glance] toward 
the side, out of the comer of one’s eye □ 
Jerry and Chris exchanged sidelong glances, 
o odv: They looked sidelong at each other. 

side-on o adj [crash, collision] that involves the 
side rather than the front of something □ We 
were involved in a side-on crash with another car. 
o adv [crash, collide] The car hit the wall side-on. 

side plate « a small plate that is placed on 
one side of the main plate at meals, and is 
usually for bread. 

side road rt a small road, often joining a main 
road. 

sidesaddle ['saidsaedl] adv to ride sidesaddle to 

ride with one’s legs together on the same 
side of the horse. 

sideshow ['saidfou] n a small show, stall, 
game etc at a fairground, 

sidestep ['saidstep] (yt & yy sidestepped, cont 
sidestepping) vt -1. [attacker, blow, obstacle] to 
step to one side in order to avoid <sb/sthg> 
□ He threw a punch but Mandy sidestepped it 
just in time. -2. [question, problem] to avoid 
dealing with <sthg> □ She keeps trying to 
sidestep the issue by changing the subject. 

side street n a small street, often joining a 
main street. 

sidetrack ['saidtrak] vt to be sidetracked to 
forget what one is doing and give one’s at¬ 
tention to something else, usually some¬ 
thing less important □ I'm sorry I'm late, I got 
sidetracked by a few telephone calls. 

sidewalk ['saidwaik] « US the area at the side 
of a street or road where people walk □ Stay 
on the sidewalk! 

sideways ['saidweiz] o adj [movement, look] to¬ 
ward one side □ He gave a sideways glance 
into Mr Proctor's office as he walked past, o adv 
[move, look] / was thrown sideways by the blast. 

siding ['saidig] « a short railroad track beside 
the main track, used for storing trains and 
railroad cars when they are not being used, 

sidle ['saidl] vt to sidle up to sb to go toward 
sb in a very quiet way so that they do not 
notice one □ He sidled up to me and thrust a 
package into my hand. 

SIDS (abbr of sudden infant death syndrome) n 
= crib death (technical use). 

siege [snd3] « -1. [of a town, city] a military op¬ 
eration in which an army surrounds a place, 
attacks it, cuts off supplies etc in order to 
force the people inside to surrender □ The 
city was in a state of virtual siege. -2. [of a 

house] an operation in which the police sur¬ 
round a building in order to try to force the 
people inside to come out □ a police siege. 
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Sierra Leone [si.erali'oun] a country in West 
Africa, on the Atlantic coast, size: 72,000 sq 
kms. population: 4,500,000 (Sierra Leoneans). 
capital: Freetown, language: English, curren¬ 
cy: leone. 

Sierra Nevada -1. the Sierra Nevada a moun¬ 
tain range in eastern California, USA. high¬ 
est POINT: 4,418 m. -2. the Sierra Nevada a 
mountain range in southeastern Spain, high¬ 
est point: 3,478 m. 

siesta [si'esta] n to have a siesta to have a 
short sleep in the early afternoon, especially 
in order to avoid the hottest part of the day. 

sieve [siv] o n a kitchen tool that consists of 
a metal or plastic net in a frame and that is 
used for separating liquids from solids or 
larger pieces of a substance from smaller 
ones. ■ to have a head or memory like a sieve 
to forget things very often or very easily (in¬ 
formal use), o vt [flour, sugar, soup] to put 
<sthg> through a sieve. 

sift [sift] o vt -1. [flour, sand] to put <sthg> 
through a sieve in order to remove the larg¬ 
er lumps. -2. [evidence, facts] to examine 
<sthg> very carefully in order to decide 
what is important and what is unimportant, 
o vi: It took all week to sift through the job appli¬ 
cations. 

sigh [sai] o n a deep breath that somebody 
lets out, e.g. when they are sad, relieved, or 
bored □ He gave a heavy sigh. • to heave a 
sigh of relief to give a sigh when one is re¬ 
lieved about something □ Sharon heaved a 
sigh of relief as she watched her guests finally 
depart, o vi to give a sigh □ She sighed with 
relief/despair. 

sight [salt] O « -1. one's sight the ability to 
see □ He lost the sight in one eye. -2. [of a per¬ 

son, object] the act of seeing somebody or 
something □ It was my first sight of the Pacific, 
m to be in sight [object, person, place! to be 
near enough to be seen; [result, solution] to be 
going to happen soon □ After an arduous trip, 
our destination was now in sight. □ There seems 
to be no end in sight to our problems. ■ to be 
out of sight to be hidden or too far away to 
be seen □ The car zoomed past us and was soon 
out of sight. □ Get out of my sight this instant! ■ 
to catch sight of sb/sthg to see sb/sthg very 
briefly, especially by chance □ / caught sight 
of her leaving the building. ■ to know sb by 
sight to recognize sb although one has never 
spoken to them □ / don't know him personally, 
but I know him by sight. ■ to lose sight of sb/ 
sthg [of a person, object] to be no longer able 
to see sb/sthg □ We lost sight of the other ship 
in the fog. ■ to lose sight of sthg [of one's aim, 

objective] to no longer think about sthg be¬ 
cause one is thinking about less important 
things □ They are so concerned with public rela¬ 
tions, the party has lost sight of its real goals. ■ 
to shoot on sight to shoot somebody as soon 
as one sees them □ We have instructions to 
shoot on sight anybody caught moving in the vi¬ 
cinity. ■ at first sight the first time one sees 
somebody or something □ At first sight the 
house seems quite small. □ It was love at first 

sight. -3. a beautiful/terrible etc sight some¬ 
thing beautiful/terrible etc that one sees □ 
Last night's sunset was a beautiful sight. □ The 
city was a grim sight after the battle. -4. [of a 
gun] the part of a gun that one looks 
through in order to aim at somebody or 
something. ■ to set one's sights on sthg/on 
doing sthg to be determined to have sthg/to 
do sthg □ Craig's sights are firmly set on becom¬ 
ing a doctor. 

o vt [criminal, animal, land] to see <sb/sthg 
that one has been looking for>, often for 
the first time □ Mrs Paean has been sighted in a 
downtown bar. □ Finally the crew sighted land. 

♦ sights ttpl the famous buildings, monu¬ 
ments etc in a place that are interesting for 
tourists to visit and see □ / want to go to New 
York, see the sights and go to lots of shows. 

♦ a sight adv a sight better/worse much bet¬ 
ter/worse. 

sighted ['saitad] adj [person] who is able to 
see. 

sighting [’saitirj] n the act of seeing a person, 
animal, or thing that one has been looking 
for, often for the first time □ Several whale 
sightings have been reported this week. 

sightseeing ['saitsiug] n the act of visiting a 
town, city, country etc to see the sights o 
He went sightseeing in Rome. 

sightseer ['saitsi:ar] n a person who goes 
sightseeing □ a bus full of sightseers. 

sign [sain] o k -1. [in math, music] a written 
symbol that has a particular meaning □ a di¬ 
vision sign. -2. [from one person to another] a 
gesture, usually made with one’s arms, 
hands, or head, that is used to ask some¬ 
body to do something or to give them infor¬ 
mation □ They made signs to each other across 
the crowded room. □ He made a sign at me to 
keep quiet. -3. [in a street, outside a store] a 
large piece of wood or metal that has words 
or a picture on it which gives information, 
e.g. what or where a place is, how fast peo¬ 
ple are allowed to drive etc □ The sign says 

'No parking'. □ I'm sure I saw a sign for New Or¬ 
leans back there. □ a street sign □ There was a 
'No smoking' sign on the door. -4. a sign of sthg 
[of a person, change, danger] something which 
shows that sthg exists or is going to happen 
□ The government claimed there were signs of 
improvement in the economy. □ There's no sign 
of him yet. □ / see no sign(s) of an agreement be¬ 
ing reached. 
o vt -1. [letter, check! to write one’s signature 
on <sthg> □ We're just waiting for the contract 
to be signed. ■ to sign one's name to write 
one’s name □ Can you sign your name on the 
receipt? -2. sport to begin to employ <a play¬ 
er by asking them to sign a contract □ Tom 
Lint has just been signed by Miami, 
o vi to write one's signature on something □ 
Sign here, please. 

♦ sign away vt sep to sign sthg away [owner¬ 
ship, right, claim] to let somebody have sthg 
by signing an official document. 

♦ sign for vt fus -1. to sign for sthg [letter, pack¬ 
age] to sign a document to show that one 
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has received sthg □ Can you sign for this tele¬ 
gram, sir? -2. sport to sign for a team to sign a 
contract stating that one now plays for a 
particular team. 

♦ sign in vi to sign a register or form when 
one enters a place such as a hotel or compa¬ 
ny □ Employees are requested to sign in on en¬ 
tering the building. 

♦ sign on vi -1. = sign up. -2. GB to officially 
declare that one is unemployed by regularly 
going to the local social security office and 
signing a form □ Jack's been signing on for six 
months now. 

♦ sign out vi to sign a register or form when 
one leaves a place such as a hotel or compa¬ 
ny □ Don't forget to sign out on leaving the 
premises. 

♦ sign up o vt sep to sign sb up (employee, re¬ 
cruit, soldier] to begin to employ sb by asking 
them to sign a contract □ He's been signed up 
by the Marines, o vi [for military service, a 
course] to sign something such as a form to 
show that one agrees to work for a particu¬ 
lar organization, that one wants to study a 
particular course etc □ Have you signed up for 
the training course yet? 

signal ['signl] (us pp & pt signaled, cont signal¬ 
ing, GB pp & pt signalled, cont signalling) o n 
-1. something such as a gesture, sound, or 
action that gives somebody information or a 
warning □ This was the signal for us to leave. 
-2. rail a piece of equipment consisting of 
green, yellow, and red lights beside a track, 
which is used to tell train drivers to go or 
stop □ a railroad signal. -3. tv & radio a sound 
or light wave that carries information □ a ra¬ 
dio signal □ The signal is very weak for some 
channels. 

o vt -1. to send signals to <sthg> □ The brain 
signals the muscles to contract. -2. [message, 

warning, Intention] to do something to tell 
somebody <sthg> □ The cyclist signaled a left 
turn. □ The policeman signaled the car to pull 
over. -3. [event, change] to be a sign of <sthg> 
□ The white flowers signal the arrival of spring, 
o adj [success, failure] important and notice¬ 
able (formal use) □ There has been a signal fail¬ 
ure to communicate in this matter, 

o vi -1. auto [driver, cyclist] to do something 
to show that one is going to stop, turn etc □ 
You should always signal before turning. -2. 
[person] to make a sign with one’s hands or 
head □ Jan was signaling for us to be quiet. □ He 
signaled for the check. 

signal box n GB = signal tower. 

signalman [’signlman] {pi signalmen [-man]) n a 
person whose job is to control railroad traf¬ 
fic by operating the signals. 

signal tower us, signal box gb n a small 
building near a railroad containing the 
switches to operate the signals. 

signatory [us 'signatain, GB -tan] {pi signato¬ 
ries) n [of an agreement, treaty] a person who 
has signed something □ The G7 countries 
were all signatories to the agreement. 

signature ['signatJV] « a person’s name, writ¬ 
ten in their own handwriting, often at the 

end of an official document or letter □ Greg 
used to forge his mother's signature. □ Could you 
write your signature on the back, please? 

signature tune n a piece of music that is al¬ 
ways played at the beginning and end of a 
particular radio or TV show. 

signet ring ['signat-] n a ring worn on one’s 
finger, engraved with an initial or design. 

significance [sig'mfikans] n -1. [of an event, de¬ 

cision, achievement] importance □ His decision 
is of great/no significance to us. -2. [of a warning, 

sign, saying] the meaning of something, espe¬ 
cially when it is not immediately obvious □ 
The significance of her words escaped me at the 
time. □ I suddenly understood the full significance 
of the changes. 

significant [sig'nifikant] adj -1. [amount, in¬ 

crease] that is large enough to be noticed □ 
This year has seen a significant drop in output. 
-2. [event, decision, achievement] that is impor¬ 
tant enough to affect something in the fu¬ 
ture □ The decision marks a significant improve¬ 
ment in race relations. -3. [action, gesture, look] 

that has a special meaning that is not 
known to everybody □ It is significant that only 
one member of the board was present. □ She 
gave him a significant smile. 

significantly [sig'mfikantli] adv [increase, look, 

wink] see significant. 

signify ['signifai] {pt & pp signified) vf [change, 

acceptance, refusal] to mean or to be a sign of 
<sthg> □ Does this signify a new direction in 
Democratic politics? 

signing ['sainig] n -1. the use of sign language 
to communicate with a deaf person. -2. GB 
sport a player who has been signed on by a 
particular team. 

sign language n a language used by deaf 
people that involves hand movements rather 
than sounds to represent words. 

signpost ['sainpoust] n a sign beside a road, 
usually showing the direction or distance to 
a place. 

Sikh [si:k] o ri a person who believes in or 
belongs to Sikhism, o adj: a Sikh community/ 
temple. 

Sikhism ['sfikizm] n an Indian religion that de¬ 
veloped from Hinduism in the 16th century. 

silage ['sailid3] n grass and other crops that 
have been cut and stored when still green to 
be used as winter food for animals. 

silence ['sailans] o « [of a person, place] the 
state of being silent □ His silence on the issue/ 
about his past intrigues me. □ There was an awk¬ 
ward silence. □ After a long silence, Martin finally 
began to speak. □ Can we have some silence, 
please? • in silence [sit, wait] without making 
a sound □ They sat waiting in silence for the 
doctor to emerge, o vt -1. [child, gun] to stop 
<sb/sthg> from making a noise □ The plane 
has an ingenious system for silencing engine 
noise. -2. [critic, opponent] to force <sb> to 
Stop saying something or telling people 
about something, especially when one dis¬ 
agrees with them or wants to keep some- 
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thing secret □ I'll write my own version of 
events — that'll silence them! 

silencer ['sailansor] n a device attached to 
something, especially a gun or the exhaust 
system of a car, to make it quieter, 

silent [’sailant] adj -1. [person] who is not 
speaking; who usually does not talk very 
much □ You have the right to remain silent. □ 
He's the strong silent type. • to fall silent to 
stop speaking, especially suddenly □ The 
priest suddenly fell silent, as if he had forgotten 
his words. -2. [person, law] that does not give 
any information about a particular subject □ 
I prefer to remain silent on the subject. □ The rule 
book is silent on this point. -3. [machine, place, 

movement] that makes no noise □ The guns 
were silent for the first time in days. □ The en¬ 
gine is almost silent. -4. [movie] that has no 
sound or speech. -5. [letter] that is not pro¬ 
nounced □ The "p" in "Ptolemy" is silent. 

silently [’sailantli] adv [walk, work, move] see si¬ 
lent □ Brian sat silently in his chair. 

silent partner « US a partner who has invest¬ 
ed money in a business but is not involved 
in running it. 

silhouette [,silu:‘et] o « [of a figure, building] a 
dark shape seen against a lighter back¬ 
ground □ / could only just make out the house, a 
dark silhouette against the moonlit sky. □ The tree 
appeared in silhouette, o vt to be silhouetted 
against sthg to appear as a silhouette against 
sthg □ He took a fantastic photo of some el¬ 
ephants silhouetted against the sky. 

silicon [’silikan] n an element that is found in 
sand and some minerals and that is used in 
parts for electronic equipment. SYMBOL: Si. 

silicon chip n a small piece of silicon with 
electronic components on it that forms part 
of a computer or transistor circuit, 

silicone [’silikoon] n an artificial substance 
made from silicon that is used to make 
paint, oil etc □ a silicone breast implant. 

Silicon Valley an area of western California, 
USA, that is a major center of the US com¬ 
puter industry. 

silk [silk] n a smooth soft cloth made from a 
natural substance produced by silkworms □ 
a silk shirt/handkerchief. 

silk screen printing n a method of printing 
patterns on a surface by forcing dye onto it 
through a stretched piece of silk, 

silkworm ['silkw3:rm] « a type of caterpillar 
that produces silk fiber to make its cocoon, 

silky fsilki] (compar silkier, super! silkiest) adj 
-1. [hair, cloth] that is soft, smooth, and 
shiny; [skin] that feels soft and smooth □ a 

beautiful piece of silky fabric □ Her hands felt 
silky smooth. -2. [voice] that sounds soft and 
pleasant □ a beautiful, silky voice. 

sill [sil] m a ledge made of wood, metal, or 
plastic at the bottom of a window, 

silliness [’silmas] n silly behavior □ I'm getting 
annoyed by all this silliness. 

silly ['sili] (compar sillier, super! silliest) adj [per¬ 

son, behavior] that does not seem serious or 

sensible □ You look silly in that tie. □ She put on 
a silly voice. □ It was a very silly mistake. 

silo ['sailou] {pi silos) « -1. [on a farm] a round 
tower used for storing grain. -2. military a 
place built underground where missiles are 
kept ready to be fired. 

silt [silt] n fine sand or mud that is carried 
along by a river and that can build up into a 
mass at a bend or in a harbor. 

♦ silt up vi [lake, river] to become blocked 
with silt. 

silver ['silvar] o adj [hair, paint] shiny gray- 
white. On-1. a valuable, shiny, gray-white 
metal. SYMBOL: Ag □ silver jewelry/cutlery. -2. 
coins that contain silver, or that are silver in 
color □ I'm sorry, I don't have any silver. -3. = 

silverware. 

silver foil, silver paper n GB metallic paper, 
usually made of aluminum, used for wrap¬ 
ping food in. 

silver-plated [-'pleitad] adj [knife, spoon, dish] 
that is covered with a thin coating of silver. 

silver screen n the silver screen the industry 
or activity of making movies; the screen in a 
movie theater. 

silversmith ['silvarsmi0] n a person whose job 
is to make and repair objects made of silver. 

silverware ['silv3rwe3r] n -1. objects made of 
silver, especially for eating and serving food. 
-2. US a collective term for knives, forks, 
spoons etc. 

silver wedding n the 25th anniversary of a 
wedding □ It's our silver wedding anniversary 
this year. 

silvery ['silvan] adj [color, material] that looks 
like silver. 

similar ['simatal adj [size, amount] that is al¬ 
most the same as something else but not 
exactly □ Other customers have had similar prob¬ 
lems. □ They are very similar in content. □ My job 
is similar to yours. □ / have something similar at 
home. 

similarity [.sima'lasrati] {pi similarities) n: see 
similar □ There is no similarity between my job 
and yours. □ The similarity was striking. 

similarly ['simaladi] adv -1. similarly dressed/ 
built etc dressed/built in a similar way □ It 
was a vague question which brought a similarly 
vague response. -2. similarly,... a word used to 
say that there is a similarity between two 
actions, events, statements etc □ The opening 
gala was a black-tie affair — similarly, formal 
dress was required for the closing show. 

simile ['simali] n an expression that describes 
something by comparing it with something 
else using the words “like” or “as”. 

simmer ['sim3r] o vt [soup, stew] to cook 
<sthg> by keeping it at or just below boil¬ 
ing point, o vi [soup, stew] Leave the vegeta¬ 
bles to simmer for 20 minutes or so. 

♦ simmer down vi to calm down and stop 
being angry (informal use). 

simper [’simps'] o n a silly unnatural smile □ 
"Oh, yes, please!" she replied, with a girlish sim¬ 
per. o vi to smile in a silly unnatural way □ 
He sat simpering at Lisa. 
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simple ['simpl] adj -1. [explanation, task, prob¬ 

lem] that is easy to understand or deal with 
□ Look, it's simple: just multiply the two figures 
together. □ It's a simple operation. □ Unfortunate¬ 
ly it's not as simple as that. -2. [dress, truth, life] 

that is basic, not elaborate or complicated □ 
The design of the building is very simple. -3. for 
the simple reason only because □ / did it for 
the simple reason that I had no choice. -4. to be 
simple to have very low intelligence. 

simple-minded [-'maindsd] adj [person] who is 
not very intelligent. 

simpleton ['simpltsn] n a person who is not 
very intelligent (old-fashioned use), 

simplicity [sim'plisati] n [of an explanation, 

dress, life] see simple □ The simplicity of the 
style is what first attracted me to it. 

simplification [.simplifi'keij'n] n: see simplify □ 
The matter needs simplification. 

simplify ['simphfar] (pt & pp simplified) vt [sys¬ 

tem, problem, explanation] to make <sthg> 
more simple □ It would simplify matters if we 
could agree on a few things from the start. 

simplistic [sim'phstik] adj [view, interpretation, 

solution] that makes things seem simpler 
than they really are (disapproving use) a Cole's 
analysis is too simplistic for modern historians to 
accept. 

simply ['simpli] adv -1. only □ / simply wanted 
to help. □ It was simply one more disappointment 
to add to all the others. -2. a word used for 
emphasis □ You simply must come and see me. 
□ The weather was simply awful. -3. [live, speak, 

write] see simple □ She always dresses simply 
but elegantly. □ Get rid of unwanted hair simply, 
but effectively. □ a simply furnished room. 

simulate ['simjaleit] vt -1. [feeling, illness] to 
pretend to have <sthg> □ His attempts at 
simulating enthusiasm seemed to have failed. 
-2. [situation, noise, object] to produce the ef¬ 
fect of <sthg> □ We are trying to simulate the 
conditions you will experience in real life. 

simulation fsimja'leijn] n -l. see simulate. 
-2. computing an operation in which a real 
situation, activity etc is imitated in order to 
see what it is like or what is likely to hap¬ 
pen in the future □ a computer simulation. 

simulator ['simjaleit^] n a machine which 
simulates particular conditions such as the 
conditions in a spacecraft and is used to 
train people how to deal with them □ a fliqht 
simulator. 

simultaneous [us .saimsrteinjas, GB ,sim-] adj 
[broadcast, translation] that happens at exactly 
the same time as something else □ The next 
program will be a simultaneous broadcast on all 
channels. 

simultaneously [us .saimal'teinjasli, GB ,sim-] 
adv [happen, appear] see simultaneous □ We 
both came up with the idea simultaneously. 

sin [sin] (pt & pp sinned, cont sinning) o « 
something that somebody does that breaks 
a religious law □ She felt that she had commit¬ 
ted a terrible sin. • to live in sin to live with a 
person and have a sexual relationship with 
them without being married to them (old- 

fashioned or humorous use), o vi to commit a 
sin □ They said he had sinned against God's laws. 

Sinbad f'sinbaed] a character in an Arabian 
folk story. He is a sailor who has many ad¬ 
ventures. 

since [sins] o prep from a particular time or 
event in the past until the present □ He's 
worked for them since 1990. o Kim's been feeling 
much better since her operation. □ It's the first 
drink I've had since Christmas, o conj -1. from a 
particular time □ We haven't heard from him 
since he left home on Thursday. □ Since his mar¬ 
riage broke up he's been suffering from depres¬ 
sion. -2. because a particular situation exists 
□ Since you're here, you might as well give me a 
hand with the house, o adv from a particular 
time □ They went off to work this morning and I 
haven't seen them since. □ We met at college 
and we've kept in touch ever since. 

sincere [sin'si3r] adj [person] who tells the 
truth about how they feel or what they 
think; [hope, thanks, apology] that one really 
means or feels □ / don't think you're being alto¬ 
gether sincere with me. □ I'd like to offer my sin¬ 
cere congratulations. 

sincerely [sin'siarli] adv [believe, hope] see sin¬ 
cere □ I sincerely meant what I said last night, a 
Sincerely (yours) US, Yours sincerely GB a 
phrase written at the end of a formal letter 
before one’s signature. 

sincerity [sin'serati] n the quality of being sin¬ 
cere □ / have doubts about his sincerity. 

sinecure ['sainikjua1] n a job that one is paid 
for but that involves very little work. 

sinew ['sinju:] n a piece of tissue in one’s 
body that attaches a muscle to a bone. 

sinewy ['sinjun] adj [body, person] that looks 
lean and has strong muscles. 

sinful ['sinfl] adj -1. (person] who has commit¬ 
ted a sin. -2. [act, thought] that is considered 
to be a sin. 

sing [sirj] (pt sang, pp sung) o vt -1. [tune, lulla¬ 

by] to perform <a song> by using one’s 
voice to produce musical sounds □ We stood 
up to sing the National Anthem. □ I'll sing you the 
words. -2. [opera, jazz] to perform <sthg> as a 
trained or professional singer □ / sing tenor in 
the choir. □ She sang "Carmen”, o vi -1. 

[person] I wish I could sing as well as you. 
-2. [bird] to produce sounds that are like mu¬ 
sic □ The birds were singing in the trees. 

singalong ['sirplor)] us, singsong ['sigsor)] GB n 
an occasion when people sing well-known 
songs together in an informal way. 

Singapore [,sigg3'po:r] a country in Southeast 
Asia, consisting of an island near the end of 
t e Malay Peninsula, size: 618 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 2,700,000 (Singaporeans). capital: 
Singapore City, language: English, Chinese, 
Malay, Tamil, currency: Singapore dollar. 

Singaporean fsiggs'pD^ian] n & adj: see Sin¬ 
gapore. 

singe [sincf?] (cottt singeing) vt [clothes, hair] to 
burn <sthg> slightly. 

singer ['siror] « a person who sings □ I'm afraid 
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I'm not a very good singer. □ He's the lead singer 
of the group. 

singing I'sirjir)] o adj a singing voice the par¬ 
ticular quality of the sounds somebody 
makes when they sing □ She has a beautiful 
singing voice, o « the activity of producing 
music with one’s voice □ The singing went on 
for some time. □ a singing teacher. 

singing telegram n a greeting given to a per¬ 
son who is celebrating their birthday, that is 
performed by a singer who is paid to do 
this. 

single ['siggl] o adj -1. [aim, object] that is the 
only one □ His single ambition in life is to be¬ 
come a writer. □ There was a single chair in the 
room. □ They didn't have a single copy of the pa¬ 
per left. ■ every single every (used for empha¬ 
sis) □ Every single copy has been sold. □ I've 
been out every single night this week. 
-2. [person] not married □ He's still single, o n 
-1. GB = single ticket □ A single to York, please. 
-2. music a short record, CD, or cassette that 
usually has only one main song □ / don't like 
their new single. 

♦ singles « a game of tennis in which one 
person plays against another □ She challenged 
me to a game of singles. 

♦ single out vr sep to single sb out to give sb 
special attention or treatment □ He was sin¬ 
gled out for praise. 

single bed n a bed that is big enough for 
only one person. 
NOTE: Compare double bed. 

single-breasted [-’brestad] adj [coat, jacket] 

that has only one set of buttons, which are 
fastened at the center of the front part. 
NOTE: Compare double-breasted. 

single cream « GB thin cream that does not 
contain a lot of fat. 
NOTE: Compare double cream. 

single-decker (bus) [-dekar-] m GB a bus that 
has only one level. 

Single European Market n the Single Euro¬ 
pean Market the economic area formed by 
the countries of the European Union, where 
no tax is paid on goods brought from one 
member country to another. 

single file n in single file in a line with one 
person in front of the other □ Please line up in 
single file. 

single-handed [-'hasndad] adv without help 
from anybody else □ He sailed across the At¬ 
lantic single-handed. 

single-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who 
has a strong desire to achieve one thing and 
is willing to work very hard for it □ She's 
very single-minded about her career. □ / admire 
Warren's single-minded attitude to sports. 

single-parent family n a family in which one 
parent is bringing up children on his or her 
own. 

single room n a bedroom for one person in a 
hotel □ I'd like to reserve a single room for three 
nights. 
NOTE: Compare double room, twin room. 

singles bar n a bar where single people can 

go to look for somebody to have a romantic 
or sexual relationship with. 

singlet ['sirjglat] n GB a T-shirt without sleeves 
and with a low neck that is worn as under¬ 
wear or for playing sports, 

single ticket w GB a ticket that is valid for a 
trip from one place to another, but not for 
when one travels back. 

singsong ['sirjsor)] o adj [voice, accent] that re¬ 
peatedly goes up and down in pitch (infor¬ 
mal use), o n GB = singalong. 

singular ['sirjgjalar] o adj -1. grammar [word, 
noun] that indicates there is only one of 
something □ The singular form Is the same as 
the plural. -2. [beauty, achievement] very un¬ 
usual and special □ There was a singular atmos¬ 
phere at dinner that night, o n a singular word 
or form □ "Furniture" only exists in the singular. 

singularly ['siggjalafii] adv singularly brave/ 
unsuccessful etc brave/unsuccessful etc to an 
unusual and extreme degree (formal use) □ 
He's a singularly talented musician. □ / was singu¬ 
larly unimpressed by their behavior. 

Sinhalese [,siga'li:z] adj & n: see Sri Lanka, 

sinister ['simstar] adj [figure, appearance] that 
seems evil or likely to cause harm □ They X- 
rayed my lungs, and found nothing sinister. 

sink [sigk] (pt sank, pp sunk) o « a fixed con¬ 
tainer in a kitchen, bathroom etc that can be 
filled with water from faucets which are at¬ 
tached to it, and that is used for washing 
things in □ the kitchen/bathroom sink, 
o vt -1. to badly damage <a ship or boat> 
so that it goes below the surface of the wa¬ 
ter □ The missile sank the enemy ship. -2. to 
sink sthg into sthg to cause sthg to go deeply 
into sthg □ The dog sank its teeth into his leg. 
o vi -1. [ship, boat] to go below the surface 
of water or mud □ The ship sank beneath the 
waves. □ We sank up to our knees in the mud. 
-2. Isun, moon] to move down in the sky and 
disappear behind the horizon □ The sun sank 
below the horizon. -3. [person, head] to move 
down into a lower position, especially be¬ 
cause one is very tired or because there is 
nothing to hold one up □ She sank back into 
the chair. -4. [hopes, spirits] to become less 
hopeful □ My heart sank when I heard the terri¬ 
ble news. -5. [building, foundation, ground] to 
move below a particular level; [level, water] 

to go down □ Venice is sinking into the sea. 
-6. [numbers, profits] to go down in amount 
or value □ My savings had sunk to a few hun¬ 
dred dollars. -7. [voice] to become quieter □ 
Her voice sank to a whisper. -8. to sink into 
sthg [into a coma, sleep] to gradually go from 
one state into sthg else □ The family sank even 
deeper into debt. 

♦ sink in vi [words, fact, truth] to be completely 
understood, usually slowly or gradually □ It 
hasn't sunk in yet that I'm a father. 

sinking ['sirikir)] adj a sinking feeling a feeling 
that things are going to start to go badly, 

sinking fund n money saved and kept by the 
government or a company to pay interest 
on money that is borrowed in the future. 
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sink unit « a piece of kitchen furniture that 
has a sink, drawers, and doors at the front. 

sinner ['sinar] n a person who has committed 
a sin. 

Sinn Fein [Jin'fein] « a political organization 
that believes that Northern Ireland should 
be part of the Irish Republic. 

sinuous ['sinjoas] adj [movement, dancer] that 
moves in a smooth and twisting way □ sinu¬ 
ous curves. 

sinus ['sainas] (yl sinuses) n an empty space in 
the bones of one’s head, behind one’s nose. 

sinusitis [.saina'saitas] n an infection of one’s 
sinuses. 

Sioux [su:] n a member of a Native American 
people who used to live in the northern 
central USA; the language of this people. 

sip [sip] (yt & sipped, cont sipping) o n a 
very small amount of a drink that somebody 
drinks □ Have a sip of my home-made wine, 
o vt [drink] to drink <sthg> slowly by taking 
very small amounts into one’s mouth □ She 
slowly sipped her tea. 

siphon [’saifn] on a tube that is used to 
move liquid from one container to another 
by the pressure of the air. o vt -1. [gasoline, 
water] to move <a liquid> with a siphon □ 
He siphoned the wine into bottles. -2. [money, 
resources] to move <sthg> from one place to 
another. 

♦ siphon off vt sey -1. to siphon sthg off [liq¬ 
uid] to remove sthg with a siphon. -2. to si¬ 
phon sthg off [money, resources] to use sthg 
for a purpose it was not intended for □ Pub¬ 
lic funds were siphoned off by corrupt officials. 

sir [s3:r] « -1. a word used to talk to a man in 
a polite and respectful way a How would you 
like to pay, sir? -2. in Britain, a title that 
shows that a man is a knight or a baronet □ 
Sir Michael Tippett. 

siren [’sairan] n a device that makes a loud 
noise to warn people of an emergency or is 
used by police cars, ambulances etc travel¬ 
ing to an emergency □ a police/an ambulance 
siren. 

sirloin (steak) ['s3:rloin-] n a piece of meat 
from the lower back of a cow. 

sissy t'sisi] (yl sissies) tt a boy who one thinks 
behaves more like a girl than a boy (informal 
and disapproving use). 

sister ['sist3r] o n -1. [of a person] a female 
child of one’s father and mother □ Have you 
met my sister? □ She has a younger/an older sis¬ 
ter. -2. religion a nun. -3. GB [in a hospital] a 
female nurse who is in charge of one par¬ 
ticular section of a hospital □ She works as a 
night sister. -4. [in an organization] a woman 
who is a member of an organization or 
movement □ Brothers and sisters, we will win 
our fight! o adj [company, ship, newspaper] that 
is connected to another thing of the same 
type o He works for their sister paper. 

sisterhood ['sistaTiud] n a religious or political 
organization of women. 

sister-in-law {yl sisters-in-law or sister-in-laws) 

« the wife of one’s brother; the sister of 
one’s husband or wife. 

sisterly [’sistali] adj [affection, feeling] that is 
typical of the close relationship that is ex¬ 
pected between sisters. 

sit [sit] (yt & yy sat, cont sitting) o vi -1. 
[person, animal] to be in a position in which 
one’s bottom is on a surface and one’s body 
is upright; to put oneself in this position □ 
You're sitting on my newspaper/in my chair. □ / 

was sitting at my desk. □ Come and sit beside 
me. -2. to sit on sthg [on a board, council] to be 
a member of sthg □ He sits on the housing 
committee. -3. [the Senate, court] to be official¬ 
ly open □ The committee will sit tomorrow to 
discuss the motion. -4. [building, object] to be in 
a particular place o The letter sat unopened on 
my desk. □ You might as well use this ticket — 

it's been sitting around for ages. -5. phrase to sit 
tight to wait for something to happen with¬ 
out doing anything □ Just sit tight and I'll be 
back in about half an hour. 

o vt -1. [child, baby] to make <sb> sit some¬ 
where □ She sat the baby in the playpen. -2. GB 
to sit an examination to take an examination 
□ I'm sitting two exams next term. 

♦ sit about, sit around vi to sit somewhere 
without doing anything, especially because 
one is lazy or because one is waiting for 
something to happen □ Sarah has done nothing 
but sit around reading newspapers all day. 

♦ sit back vi -1. to relax □ Now that the book is 
published we can sit back and enjoy ourselves. 
-2. to do nothing □ He thinks he can just sit 
back and let others do the work. 

♦ sit down o vt sey to sit sb down to put sb 
into a position in which they are sitting □ 
She sat him down on the chair, o vi to put one¬ 
self into a position in which one is sitting □ 
Do sit down, please. 

♦ sit in on vt fus to sit in on sthg [meeting, dis¬ 

cussion, class] to be present at sthg without 
taking part, especially to find out what hap¬ 
pens □ Do you mind if I sit in on your lecture? 

♦ sit out vt sey -1. to sit sthg out [storm, meet¬ 

ing] to wait for sthg unpleasant to end with¬ 
out doing anything □ It was a terrible game, 
but I sat it out to the end. -2. to sit out a dance 
not to take part in a dance □ Do you mind if 
we sit this one out? 

♦ sit through vt fus to sit through sthg [meet¬ 

ing, lecture, movie] to stay until the end of 
sthg, especially sthg boring or unpleasant □ 
Miraculously, I sat through the entire concert 
without falling asleep. 

♦ sit up vi -1. to move to a position in which 
one is sitting after being in a position in 
which one was lying □ The patient sat up in 
bed to eat his breakfast. -2. to stay out of bed 
late at night □ / sat up to watch the late-night 
show. 

sitcom ['sitkDm] n a humorous television se¬ 
nes based on daily life in which the same 
characters appear in each episode. 

sit-down o adj a sit-down meal/protest a 
meal/protest at which people sit down, o n 
GB to have a sit-down to sit down to rest. 
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site [sait] o « -1. an area of land where an ac¬ 
tivity takes place □ The archaeological site is 
closed to visitors. -2. the place where some¬ 
thing happened or was built □ There used to 
be a church on this site. -3. computing a spe¬ 
cific area on the Internet □ This is one of the 
best and most visited commercial Web sites, 
o vt to build <sthg> in a particular place □ 
The factory was sited close to a highway. 

sit-in n a protest where people go into a place 
and refuse to leave □ Protestors are staging a 
sit-in at the group's headquarters. 

sitter ['sit3r] « -1. a person who is having 
their picture painted or their photograph 
taken. -2. a babysitter. 

sitting ['sitirj] n -1. the serving of a meal at a 
particular time □ We're on the list for the first 
sitting of dinner. -2. an official meeting of a 
court, parliament etc. 

Sitting Bull [.sitirfbul] (1831-1890) a Native 
American chief who defeated General 
Custer in the battle of the Little Bighorn, 

sitting duck n somebody or something that is 
easy to attack, especially because they can¬ 
not move very easily. 

sitting room n the room in a house where 
people can sit together and relax □ We were 
watching TV in the sitting room. 

sitting tenant « GB a person who is renting 
and living in a house or apartment and can 
continue to live there when it is sold, 

situate ['srtjueit] vt -1. [building, town] to build 
<sthg> in a particular place □ We have decid¬ 
ed to situate the new building to the east of the 
city. -2. [fact, idea] to think about <sthg> in 
connection with similar or related things in 
order □ The evidence must be situated in its 
proper context. 

situated ['sitjueitsd] adj to be situated to be in 
a particular place □ The hotel is situated within 
walking distance of the beach. 

situation [,sitju'eijn] n -1. the way things are 
in a particular place or at a particular time □ 
The situation is still not clear. □ The present eco¬ 
nomic situation makes cuts inevitable. -2. sb's 
situation the way things are in sb’s life at a 
particular time □ My present situation makes it 
difficult for me to go out much. -3. [of a house, 

office, town] the place where a building, 
town etc is □ a highly attractive situation near 
the beach. -4. 'Situations vacant' GB the part 
of a newspaper where jobs are advertised, 

situation comedy n = sitcom (formal use), 

sit-up « an exercise for one’s stomach mus¬ 
cles that consists of lying on one's back and 
lifting one’s upper body from the ground 
without using one's arms. 

SI unit « an international unit of measure¬ 
ment such as a meter, kilogram, or second, 

six [siks] num the number 6; see also five, 

six-shooter f-Ju:tor] n a kind of handgun that 
holds six bullets. 

sixteen [siks'tim] num the number 16; see also 
fifteen. 

sixteenth [,siks'ti:n0] num 16th; number 16 in 
a series; see also fifteenth. 

sixth [siksG] num 6th; number 6 in a series; see 
also fifth. 

sixth form n GB the class, lasting two years, 
at the end of which students take their A- 
levels □ She's in the sixth form. □ a sixth-form 
student. 

sixth-form college w gb a school at which 
students can study for A-levels. 

sixth sense n a feeling or knowledge about 
something that one cannot explain because 
it does not seem to come from real evidence 
□ My sixth sense told me I shouldn't have come. 

sixtieth [‘sikstisG] num 60th; number 60 in a 
series; see also fiftieth. 

sixty ['siksti] (pi sixties) num the number 60; 
see also fifty. 

sizable ['saizsbl] adj [amount, increase, problem] 
that is fairly large □ He receives a sizable pen¬ 
sion. 

size [saiz] n -1. [of person, town, problem] the 
degree to which something is big or small □ 
~the cost of heating a house will depend on its 
size. □ The animal's sheer size is its best de¬ 
fense. □ We had hailstones the size of hens' 
eggs. □ It's difficult to get an idea of the size of 
the problem. -2. a standard measurement 
used to show how big or small clothes, 
shoes etc are □ What size do you take? □ These 
pants are about two sizes too big. □ My husband 
has a size 42 chest. □ What is your collar/bust 
size? □ Try this jacket on for size. -3. phrase to 
cut sb down to size to do or say something 
that makes sb realize they are not as impor¬ 
tant as they think. 

♦ size up vt sep to size sb/sthg up [opponent, 
situation] to consider sb/sthg carefully in or¬ 
der to decide what to do □ The boxers sized 
each other up. 

sizeable ['saizabl] adj = sizable. 

-sized [saizd] suffix added to a word to de¬ 
scribe how big or small something is □ bite- 
sized pieces of chicken. 

sizzle ['sizl] vi [food] to make a constant hiss¬ 
ing sound when cooking in oil or being 
grilled □ sizzling sausages. 

SK abbr of Saskatchewan. 

skate [skeit] (pi sense 3 skate or skates) o « -1. 
= ice skate. -2. = roller skate. -3. a kind of 
edible flat fish that lives in the sea. o vi to 
move around on ice skates or roller skates □ 
It was possible to skate on the pond. □ Paul 
taught me how to skate. □ We often go skating 
on the weekend. 

♦ skate over, skate around vt fus to skate 
over or around sthg [problem, detail] to avoid 
dealing with sthg directly and properly □ 
The Mayor's reply simply skated around the real 
issue. 

skateboard ['skeitbo:rd] n a board with four 
wheels attached to the bottom that one 
stands on and that moves quickly over 
smooth flat surfaces. 

skateboarder ['skeitbo:rd3r] n a person who 
rides on a skateboard. 

skater ['skeitar] n -1. a person who skates on 
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ice. -2. a person who moves along on roller 
skates. 

skating ['skeitir)] ti -1. the activity of skating 
on ice □ We went skating on the pond. -2. the 
activity of moving on roller skates □ You can 
go skating along the boardwalk. 

skating rink n a place, usually indoors, where 
one can go ice-skating or roller-skating, 

skein [skein] n a length of yarn, silk etc 
wound loosely into a circle, 

skeletal ['skelatl] adj [person, body, appearance] 

very thin □ Her arms look almost skeletalI 

skeleton ['sketatan] o adj a skeleton service a 
service that uses the smallest possible num¬ 
ber of people to operate it □ A skeleton ser¬ 
vice will be operating, o n the frame of bones 
that supports the body of a human or an 
animal □ a human skeleton □ Several dinosaqr 
skeletons have been discovered in the area, m to 
have a skeleton in the closet US or cupboard 
GB to have a secret about one’s life that is 
embarrassing or shocking. 

skeleton key n a key which can open many 
different locks. 

skeleton staff « the smallest number of peo¬ 
ple that is needed to operate a service, 

skeptic us, sceptic gb ['skeptik] « a person 
who doubts something that other people 
believe □ I'm a skeptic when it comes to ghosts. 

skeptical us, sceptical gb [’skeptikl] adj [per¬ 

son] who doubts something that other peo¬ 
ple believe □ I'm very skeptical about her claims. 

skepticism us, scepticism gb ['skeptisizm] « 
the quality of being skeptical o There's been 
a great deal of skepticism surrounding the new 
drug. 

sketch [sketj] o n -1. [to draw something] i 
quick and simple drawing o The artist made < 

sketch of the scene. -2. [to describe something 

a quick description of something without £ 
lot of details □ I'll give you a brief sketch o 
what happened. -3. [to entertain people] a shon 
humorous piece usually acted on a televi¬ 
sion or radio show □ They did a sketch abou: 
the election campaign, o vt -1. [figure, scene] tc 
draw a sketch of <sb/sthg> □ Turner sketchec. 
the Tuscan landscape. -2. [situation, incident] to 
describe <sthg> briefly □ a beautifully-sketchec 
report on the day's proceedings, o vi to draw a 

sketch a She enjoys sketching in her garden. 
♦ sketch in vtsep to sketch sthg in [facts, back 

ground] to tell somebody sthg to help them 
know more about or understand something 
□ / II sketch in the details for you. 

♦ Sketch out vt sep to sketch sthg out [situa 

tion, event] to describe sthg with only the 
most important or general details □ He 
sketched out his plans for growth. 

sketchbook ['sketjbok] « a book that contains 
sheets of paper for drawing on. 

Sksh!C^Pa? ['sket{f*dJ n a Pad that contains 
sheets of paper for drawing on. 

sketchy ['sketj,] (corner sketchier, stiver/sketch¬ 
iest) adj [knowledge, account, details] that is not 
complete □ I've only a sketchy idea of what 
the job involves, □ a sketchy outline of the plot 

skew [skju:] o vt [data, words] to affect or 
change <sthg> so that it is not completely 
accurate □ The results of the experiment were 
skewed by the high proportion of females, o vi 
[car, truck] to change direction suddenly and 
uncontrollably □ The bus skewed across the 
road and into a fence. 

skewer ['skju:ar] o n a long thin rod of metal 
or wood that holds small pieces of food to¬ 
gether while they are being cooked □ Test 
the meat with a skewer to see if it's cooked, o vt 
[meat, vegetables] to put <sthg> on a skewer, 

ski [ski:] {pt & pp skied, cont skiing) o n one of 
a pair of long flat objects that can be at¬ 
tached to special boots to move quickly 
over snow □ a pair of skis □ a ski slope □ ski 
clothes, o vi to move on skis a The first time I 
skied was on an artificial slope. 

ski boots npl boots that skis can be attached 
to. 

skid [skid] (pt & pp skidded, cont skidding) o vi 
[car, motorcycle] to slide sideways in an un¬ 
controlled way, e.g. on a wet or icy road □ If 
you brake suddenly, you’ll skid, o n the move¬ 
ment made by a vehicle when it skids □ The 
car went into a skid and hit a tree. 

skid mark n the mark left on the road when 
a vehicle skids. 

skid row n the part of a city where poor, 
homeless, unemployed, or alcoholic people 
gather (informal use) □ He ended up on skid 
row. 

skier ['ski:ar] n a person who skis □ Skiers will 
be happy with this season's snow. 

skiing ['skinrj] n the activity of skiing □ We 
went skiing in Switzerland. □ a skiing vacation. 

ski instructor n a person whose job is to 
teach people how to ski. 

ski jump n -1. an artificial steep slope that is 
covered with snow and has a curve at the 
bottom so that skiers jump up into the air. 
-2. the sporting event that involves skiing 
down a ski jump and trying to jump as far 
as possible. 

skilful etc GB = skillful etc. 

ski lift n a set of seats hanging from a metal 
cable that carry skiers to the top of a ski 
slope. 

skill [skil] « -1. the ability to do something 
well □ He showed great skill in negotiating a 
compromise. -2. the ability to do a particular 
activity well that one develops as a result of 
training □ reading/writing/social skills □ The skills 
you have acquired on the course should stand 
you in good stead. 

sKiiiea Iskild] adj -1. [craftsman, player, politician] 

who is very good at doing a particular job 
or activity because they have the training or 
experience □ She's skilled at or in negotiation. 
-2. ski led work/labor work/labor that needs 
special training. ■ a skilled worker/laborer a 
worker/laborer who can do skilled work □ 

skiked. 9 h'9hly Skl"ed ‘°b' ° °Ur Staff are h'9hly 

skillet I'skilst] n us a frying pan. 

skillful us, skilful gb [ skilfl] adj [person] who 
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is very good at something that needs a par¬ 
ticular ability □ He's very skillful at getting peo¬ 
ple to do what he wants. 

skillfully us, skilfully gb [skilfli] adv [work, 
handle, negotiate] see skillful □ She skillfully ma¬ 
neuvered the boat between the rocks. 

skim [skim] (pt & pp skimmed, com skimming) 
o vt -1. [cream, grease, fat] to remove <sthg> 
from the top of a liquid □ She skimmed the 
cream from the top of the milk. -2. [water, sur¬ 
face] to move across <sthg> touching it only 
very lighdy □ The plane flew low over the lake, 
just skimming the surface of the water. -3. 

[article, newspaper] to read <sthg> quickly in 
order to find out the most important ideas 
or information □ / skimmed the passage to an¬ 
swer the questions, o vi: The stone skimmed 
across the pond. □ I’m afraid I've only had time to 
skim through the article. 

skim(med) milk [,skim(d)-] n milk from which 
the fat has been removed, 

skimp [skimp] o vt to spend little money on 
<sthg>, especially when one needs to spend 
more, o vi: It's silly to skimp on food. 

skimpy ['skimpt] (compar skimpier, superl skimp¬ 
iest) adj [swimsuit, underwear, meal] that seems 
too small in size or quantity □ She was 
wearing an extremely skimpy little dress. 

skin [skin] (pt & pp skinned, corn skinning) o n 
-1. [of a person] the natural outer layer that 
covers the whole of one’s body □ You have 
such soft skin. □ My skin is very dry. □ 'This prod¬ 
uct should not be used on irritated skin.' □ a skin 
rash/disease. ■ to do sthg by the skin of one's 
teeth to just succeed in doing sthg □ / es¬ 
caped by the skin of my teeth. ■ to jump out of 
one's skin to make a sudden movement be¬ 
cause one is frightened or surprised □ The 
sound of the explosion made me jump out of my 
skin. ■ to make one's skin crawl to make one 
feel disgust. ■ to save one's own skin to save 
oneself without caring about other people in 
a dangerous or difficult situation □ People 
were crying out for help and all he could think 
about was saving his own skin. -2. [of a bear, fox] 

the outer covering of a dead animal’s body 
□ Animal skins were hanging up to dry. -3. [of an 

orange, potato] the natural outer layer that 
covers a fruit or vegetable □ Potato skins are a 
useful source of fiber. -4. [on milk, paint] the 
thick layer that sometimes forms on the sur¬ 
face of a liquid □ Remove the skin on the cus¬ 
tard before serving. 
o vt -1. [bear, potato] to remove the skin of 
<an animal, fruit, or vegetable> □ He skinned 
the rabbit and cooked it on the fire. -2. [knee, 
knuckle] to remove some of the skin from <a 
part of one’s body> by accident □ He skinned 
his knee when he fell from the tree. 

skin-deep adj to be only skin-deep to be not 
important or real, although people often 
think it is at first □ Beauty is only skin-deep. 

skin diver n a person who does skin diving, 

skin diving n the activity of swimming under 
water without a special diving suit, 

skinflint ['skinflint] n a person who does not 
like spending money (disapproving use). 

skin graft n an operation in which skin is re¬ 
paired by taking skin from another part of 
one’s body. 

skinhead ['skinhed] « a person with a shaved 
head or very short hair, often considered to 
be violent. 

Skinner ['skina'], B. F. (1904-1990) a US psy¬ 
chologist who helped to develop the theory 
of behaviorism. 

skinny ['skim] (compar skinnier, superl skinni¬ 

est) adj [person, body] that is thin in an unat¬ 
tractive way (informal use) □ a skinny little girl □ 
My legs are too skinny! 

skin test n a medical test done by rubbing a 
substance on somebody’s skin or injecting it 
in order to see if they are allergic to that 
substance. 

skin-tight adj [clothes, jeans] very tight, 

skip [skip] (pt & pp skipped, cont skipping) o « 

-1. a small jump from one foot to the other 
□ She gave a little skip and a jump, then laughed. 
-2. GB a large metal container used to collect 
large amounts of garbage, e.g. during con¬ 
struction work, o vf [class, meal, line] not to 
do, have, or use <sthg>, usually because 
one forgets or because one does not want to 
□ I was so busy that I skipped lunch, o vi -1. to 
move with skips □ The little girl skipped home 
from school. -2. GB to jump over a moving 
rope that one is holding at each end or that 
two other people are holding □ The boxer 
trained by skipping every day. 

ski pants npl trousers with straps at the bot¬ 
tom to fit under the feet, worn for skiing, 

ski pole n one of a pair of sticks which a ski¬ 
er pushes into the snow in order to move 
forward or keep their balance, 

skipper [’skipar] n -1. sailing the captain of a 
boat or ship. -2. sport the captain of a team 
□ England's skipper has been replaced. 

skipping rope ['skipig-] n GB a rope used for 
skipping. 

ski resort n a place in the mountains where 
many people go to ski. 

skirmish ['sk3irmij] o « -l. military a short 
battle. -2. a short argument, o vi -1. military 
to be involved in a skirmish. -2. to argue, 

skirt [sk3irt] On a piece of clothing worn by 
women that hangs from the waist over 
some or all of the bottom half of their body 
□ She was wearing a short skirt, o vt -1. 
[obstacle, area] to avoid <a place or object> 
by going round the edge □ The freeway con¬ 
veniently skirts the town. -2. [problem, question] 
to avoid speaking about <sthg> □ The journal¬ 
ist refused to let the Senator skirt the issue. 

♦ skirt around vt fus to skirt around sthg [ob¬ 
stacle, area, problem] to skirt sthg. 

skirting board ['sk3:rtig-] n GB the narrow 
wooden strip that covers the wall at the lev¬ 
el of the floor in a room, 

ski stick «gb = ski pole. 

skit [skit] « a short performance in which ac¬ 
tors make fun of politicians and famous 
people by imitating them. 
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skittish [’skitij] adj -1. [person] who is not 
very serious and who often changes their 
mind. -2. [animal] that is nervous and easily 
frightened. 

skittle ['skitl] n GB a bottle-shaped object 
made of wood or plastic that is used in a 
game as something to be knocked over by a 
ball. 

♦ skittles « a game in which people try to 
knock over skittles with a ball, 

skive [skaiv] vi GB to avoid doing the work 
one is supposed to do (informal use), 

skulduggery [skAl'dAgari] n secretive and dis¬ 
honest behavior. 

skulk [skAlk] vi to move about somewhere, 
trying to avoid being seen □ / felt like a bur¬ 
glar, skulking In the yard. 

skull [skAl] « the set of bones that form the 
head of people and animals, 

skullcap ['skAlkaep] n a small cap that fits the 
shape of the head, often worn by Jewish 
men and Catholic priests, 

skunk [skArjk] n a small black and white 
American animal that produces a bad smell 
when it is frightened. 

sky [skai] (pi skies) n the space that one can 
see above the earth □ a blue/cloudy sky. 

skycap ['skaikaep] n US a person whose job is 
to carry people’s luggage at an airport, 

skydiver ['skaidaivar] n a person who goes 
skydiving. 

skydiving ['skaidaivig] n the sport of jumping 
from an airplane and falling through the air 
before opening one’s parachute, 

sky-high o adj [prices, wages) very high (infor¬ 
mal use) □ Interest rates are sky-high at the mo¬ 
ment. ■ to go sky-high [property, prices] to be¬ 
come extremely expensive, o adv to blow 
sthg sky-high to destroy sthg with a very 
large explosion; to destroy sthg completely 
□ The building was blown sky-high. □ My teacher 
blew my argument sky-high. 

skylark ['skaila:rk] n a small brown bird that 
sings while flying high above the ground. 

skylight ['skailait] n a small window in the 
roof of a house. 

skyline f'skailain] n the line formed by the 
tops of buildings against the sky □ The new 
building would damage the city's unique skyline. 

skyscraper [lskaiskreip3r] « a very tall modem 
building, usually found in a large city. 

Slab [steb] n -1. [of concrete, stone] a flat 
square or rectangular piece of solid material 
used in buildings, sculpture etc □ a slab of 
marble or marble slab □ a paving slab. -2. [of 
meat, chocolate, cake] a thick piece of food, 

slack [slack] o adj -1. [rope, thread] not tight. 
-2. [business, period] not busy d Business is 
slack at the moment. -3. [person] who is care- 
less and does not do their work properly □ 
Discipline has become extremely slack recently. 

° " j e. Part of a roPe> cord etc that is not 
pulled tight □ He pulled in the slack. 

♦ slacks npl loose casual trousers. 

slacken [’stekan] o vt -1. [speed, pace] to make 

<sthg> slower a The horse began to slacken its 
pace. -2. [rope, grip] to make <sthg> less tight 
□ She slackened her grip on the rope, o vi 
-1. [speed, pace] The pace of reform has slack¬ 
ened recently. -2. [rope, grip] Her grip slackened. 

♦ slacken off vi -1. [rain, storm] to become 
less heavy. -2. [work, business] to become 
less busy □ Things have begun to slacken off at 
work recently. 

slag [slaeg] n the waste material produced by 
mines and factories that make iron and 
steel. 

slagheap [’steghi.-p] n a pile of waste material 
from a mine or factory that makes iron and 
steel. 

slain [slein] past participle of slay. 

slalom ['slaibm] n a skiing or canoe race 
around a course of obstacles such as poles. 

slam [stem] (pt & pp slammed, cont slamming) 
o vt -1. [door, gate] to close <sthg> violently 
so that it makes a loud noise □ He walked 
out, slamming the door behind him. □ / slammed 
down the phone. -2. [politician, organization, deci¬ 

sion] to strongly criticize <sb/sthg> in public 
□ The reviews all slammed her performance. 
-3. to slam sthg on sthg to press sthg on sthg 
else quickly and with a lot of force □ He 
slammed his foot on the brakes, o vi [door, gate] 

The window slammed shut. 

slander [US 'stendar, GB ‘slainda] o n some¬ 
thing that somebody says that is intended 
to damage somebody’s reputation and is not 
true □ I/Ve could be sued for slander, o vt to 
say something that is a slander against 
<sb>. 

slanderous [US 'stendaras, GB 'slaind-l adj [alle¬ 

gation, accusation] that contains slander 
against somebody □ Keep your slanderous re¬ 
marks to yourself. 

slang [slaeg] n the very informal language of a 
particular group of people, often thought to 
be unacceptable in serious writing □ drug 
slang □ prison slang □ a slang expression. 

slant [US slaent, GB slaint] o « -l. [0f a table, 

shelf, somebody's writing] a line or position 
that is not horizontal or vertical, but at an 
angle. ■ to be on or at a slant not to be hori¬ 
zontal or vertical, but at an angle □ The 
shelves were on a slant. -2. [on a story, issue] a 
particular way of thinking about something 
□ He might be able to give us a new slant on the 
problem, o vt [news, evidence] to present 
<sthg> so that one particular opinion is fa¬ 
vored □ The news report was heavily slanted in 
favor of the government, o vi [land, roof, table] 

to be not completely horizontal or vertical □ 
The table slants slightly. 

slanting [us 'stentig, GB 'slaint-] adj [roof, table] 

that is not completely horizontal or vertical. 

slap [step] (pt & pp slapped, cont slapping) o n 
[on somebody's cheek, back] the act of slap¬ 
ping somebody □ She gave him a slap in the 
cheek, u a slap in the face something that 
causes somebody to feel insulted because it 
shows one is not respected or valued □ Not 
being promoted was a slap in the face for him 
o vf -1. [person, face, back] to hit <sb/sthg> 
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with the palm of one’s hand to hurt them or 
as a sign of friendship □ She slapped him in 
the face. □ "Congratulationsi" he said, slapping 
me on the back. -2. to slap sthg on sthg to put 
sthg quickly and carelessly onto sthg □ She 
just slapped the paint onto the wall, o adv ex¬ 
actly (informal use) □ The parachutist landed slap 
in the middle of the field. 

slapdash ['slsepdaef] adj [work, person, attitude! 

that is not careful enough, 

slaphappy [‘slaephsepi] adj [person) who acts in 
a careless and silly way, as if they are drunk 
or dizzy. 

slapstick ['slaepstik] « a kind of comedy that 
depends on silly actions rather than words 
and is usually simple and direct, 

slash [slaej] o n -1. a long deep cut. -2. a 

punctuation mark (/) used to separate 
words, letters, or numbers that are com¬ 
bined. o vr -1. [face, material] to make a slash 
in <sthg> using a sharp object, especially 
with a quick violent movement □ She tried to 
kill herself by slashing her wrists. -2. [rate, price] 

to reduce <sthg> by a large amount □ Prices 
have been slashed in the January sale. 

slat [slaet] « one of the small flat pieces of 
wood, plastic, or metal used in Venetian 
blinds, closet doors etc. 

slate [sleit] On-1. a kind of dark-gray rock 
that splits into thin flat pieces. -2. a square 
flat piece of slate, used to cover roofs, o vf 
[performance, movie, person] to criticize <sb/ 
sthg> very strongly □ The movie has been 
completely slated in the press. 

slatted [’slaetad] adj [blind, door] that is made 
with slats. 

slaughter ['sb:t3r] o vf -1. [cow, pig] to kill 
<an animal> for food □ They slaughter the ani¬ 
mals for meat. -2. [civilians, protesters] to kill 
<people> in a cruel and violent way □ Thou¬ 
sands of civilians have been slaughtered in the 
war. o n the act of slaughtering people or 
animals □ the slaughter of innocent people □ the 
ritual slaughter of animals. 

slaughterhouse ['sb:t3rhaus, pi -haoziz] n a 
building where animals are killed for food. 

Slav [sla:v] n a member of any of the Eastern 
European peoples who speak a Slavic lan¬ 
guage. 

slave [sleiv] o « -1. a person who is the prop¬ 
erty of another person and has to work for 
that person without payment □ The planta¬ 
tions depended on imported slaves. □ / didn't ex¬ 
pect to be treated like a slave! □ slave labor. 
-2. to be a slave to sthg to be completely 
controlled by sthg □ My husband is a slave to 
his work, o vi to work very hard, especially 
at something one does not enjoy □ I've been 
slaving over my report all day. 

slaver ['slrevol vi [dog, person] to have saliva 
running out of the mouth, 

slavery ['sleivari] « the system of having 
slaves □ The children were sold into slavery. 

slave trade « the slave trade the buying and 
selling of slaves. 

Slavic ['slaivik] o « a group of languages that 

includes Russian, Ukrainian, Polish, Czech, 
Serbo-Croat, and Bulgarian, o adj: Slavic 
languages/people. 

slavish ['sleivij] adj [attitude, devotion, following] 

that shows too much willingness to obey 
somebody or something without thinking 
about it or asking questions (disapproving use) 
□ their slavish imitation of American fashions. 

Slavonic [sb'vDnik] « & adj GB = Slavic. 

slay [slei] {pt slew, pp slain) vf to kill <a per¬ 
son or animal> violently (literary use). 

SLDP n abbr of Social and Liberal Democratic 
Party. 

sleaze [sli:z] n behavior that is dishonest or 
immoral, especially in politics or business. 

sleazy ['slirzi] (compar sleazier, superl sleaziest) 
adj [area, bar] that is cheap, dirty, and often 
connected with immoral activities such as 
prostitution □ We went to a sleazy little night¬ 
club in Montmartre. 

sled [sled] US, sledge [sled3] GB n a vehicle for 
moving on snow that has two strips of met¬ 
al or wood that help it slide across the 
snow. 

sledgehammer ['sled3h£em3r] n a large heavy 
hammer. 

sleek [slirk] adj -1. [hair, fur] that looks smooth 
and shiny. -2. [car, plane] that has a smooth 
elegant shape and looks expensive. -3. 
[person] who is neat and well-dressed. 

sleep [sli:p] (pt & pp slept) o « -l. the body’s 
natural state of rest, when one’s eyes are 
closed and one’s mind is not active □ / only 
got four hours' sleep last night. □ Children need a 
lot of sleep. □ He fell into a deep sleep. □ The 
music sent me to sleep. ■ to go to sleep [per¬ 

son] to enter a state of sleep; [hand, leg, foot] 

to become numb. ■ to put sb to sleep to 
make sb unconscious with a drug, especially 
before an operation. ■ to be put to sleep 
[dog, cat] to be killed with a drug in order to 
end pain and suffering. -2. the time when 
one is in a state of sleep □ / sometimes have a 
sleep in the afternoon. □ / got a good night's 
sleep. 
o vi -1. to be in a state of sleep □ I slept very 
badly last night. □ Sleep well! □ She usually 
sleeps until two in the afternoon. -2. to spend 
the night sleeping in a particular place □ You 
can sleep in the spare room if you like. 

♦ sleep around vi to have sex with a lot of 
different people in a short time (informal and 
disapproving use). 

♦ sleep in vi to stay asleep until later than 
normal in the morning □ On Sunday mornings, 
I usually sleep in. 

♦ sleep off vf sep to sleep sthg off [hangover, 

headache] to get rid of sthg by sleeping □ Put 
her to bed and let her sleep it off. 

♦ sleep through vt fus to sleep through sthg 
[alarm, argument, music] not to be woken up 
by sthg noisy □ / didn't hear a thing: I slept 
through it all. 

♦ sleep together vi [couple] to have sex with 
each other regularly (polite use). 



sleeper 998 

♦ sleep with vt fus to sleep with sb to have 
sex with sb (polite use). 

sleeper ['sli:p3r] n -1. to be a heavy/light sleep¬ 
er to be hard/easy to wake up □ She's a very 
light sleeper and will hear the slightest noise. 
-2. a compartment in a train that does long 
overnight trips and that has beds for the 
passengers. -3. a train that has sleepers o an 
overnight sleeper. -4. GB one of the large 
pieces of wood underneath a railroad track, 

sleepily ['slhpali] adv [say, smile) in a way that 
shows one is tired and ready to sleep, 

sleeping bag ['slirpirj-] n a soft warm bag for 
sleeping in, used especially when one is 
camping. 

Sleeping Beauty [,sli:pirj'bju:ti] a character in 
a fairy tale. She is a princess who sleeps for 
many years and is woken when a prince 
kisses her. 

sleeping car n a car in a train that has sleep¬ 
ers. 

sleeping partner n GB business a partner who 
has invested money in a business but is not 
involved in running it. 

sleeping pill n a pill that helps one to sleep, 

sleeping policeman « GB a raised section 
across a road that is designed to stop cars 
from going too fast, 

sleeping tablet n GB = sleeping pill, 

sleepless [’sliipbs] adj a sleepless night a night 
when one cannot sleep □ / spent several sleep¬ 
less nights worrying about it. 

sleepwalk [’sliipwoik] vi to walk around while 
one is still asleep. 

sleepy ['sliipi] (compar sleepier, superl sleepiest) 
ad] -1. [person] who is tired and ready for 
sleep □ / left early because I was feeling sleepy. 
-2. [village, town) where life is quiet and 
peaceful and nothing exciting happens □ 
They lived in a sleepy little village called Bray. 

sleet [slirt] o n partly frozen rain, o v impers 
it is sleeting sleet is falling. 

sleeve [sliiv] n -1. [of a jacket, shirt, coat] one of 
the parts of a piece of clothing that cover 
one s arms □ There s a hole in your sleeve. □ He 
rolled his sleeves up end got down to work. ■ to 
have sthg up one's sleeve to have sthg that 
one has prepared earlier that other people 
do not know about or expect □ / know you've 
got something/some ideas up your sleeve. -2. 
the square cardboard envelope that a record 
is kept in □ a record sleeve. 

sleeveless ['sliivbs] adj [dress, pullover] that 
has no sleeves. 

sleigh tslei] n a large vehicle that travels 
across snow on flat metal blades, usually 
pulled by horses. 

sleight of hand [.slait-] n-1. a quick and skill¬ 
ful movement of the hands that is used to 
hide something that one is doing □ He used 
sleight of hand to make the card disappear. 

Y h tricl<s and deceit □ financial 
sleight of hand. 

slender ['slencbfi adj -1. [person, waist, figure] 

that looks thin in an attractive way □ He 

could see the slender outline of the tower silhou¬ 
etted against the sky. -2. [hope, chance] that 
seems rather small □ / fear our chances of win¬ 
ning are slender. 

slept [slept] past tense <Sl past participle of sleep, 

sleuth [slu:0] « a detective, especially an ama¬ 
teur one (informal and humorous use), 

slew [slu:] o past tense of slay, o vi [car, truck] 

to change direction suddenly and in an un¬ 
controlled way. 

slice [slais] o « -1. [of brea:!, cheese, ham] a 
thin piece of something, usually food, cut 
from a larger piece □ a slice of cake □ Can you 
cut that loaf into slices? -2. [of the profits, a mar¬ 

ket, income] a share of something □ The work¬ 
ers are entitled to a slice of the profits. -3. sport 
a stroke in golf, tennis etc that makes the 
ball go forward and curve to one side, 
o vt -1. [bread, meat] to cut <sthg> into 
slices; [hand, finger] to cut <sthg> with a lot 
of force □ thinly sliced bread □ / accidentally 
sliced my thumb. -2. sport [ball, shot] to make 
<sthg> go forward and curve to one side, 
o vi to slice into/through sthg to cut into/ 
through sthg, usually without difficulty □ 
Workmen accidentally sliced through a cable. 

♦ slice up vt sep to slice sthg up [bread, cheese, 

sausage] to cut sthg into slices. 

sliced bread [.slaist-] n bread that is sold al¬ 
ready cut in slices □ a loaf of sliced bread. 

slick [slik] o adj -1. [performance, design, tech¬ 

nique] that is impressive because it is smooth 
and efficient, but is not interesting or origi¬ 
nal (disapproving use) □ She's a slick but emo¬ 
tionless performer. -2. [salesman, answer, talk] 

that sounds good and is likely to persuade 
people, but is insincere or makes things 
seem too simple □ His answer was perhaps a 
little too slick to be believable, o « = oil slick. 

slicker ['slikar] n us a raincoat that is usually 
made of plastic. 

slide [slaid] (pt & pp slid [slid]) o vi 
-1. [person, tear, object] to move smoothly 
and quickly across a slippery surface □ / 
could feel something sliding down my back. □ He 
slid on the icy sidewalk. -2. [drawer, window] to 
move smoothly and quietly in a particular 
direction □ The door slid open. □ / slid out of the 
room when nobody was looking. -3. [currency, 

price] to decrease in value □ The dollar con¬ 
tinued to slide against the Deutschmark, ■ to let 

things slide to let a situation get worse with¬ 
out doing anything to stop it. 

<> vt to move <sthg> smoothly along a sur¬ 
face or through a space □ She slid the key into 
the lock. 

O n -1. photography a piece of film in a 
small cardboard or plastic frame that can be 
projected onto a wall or screen □ He took 
slides of his work. □ a roll of slide film □ a slide 
show. -2. [for children] a piece of equipment 
found in a children’s playground with a 
sloping metal or plastic surface that children 
can slide down □ a children's slide. -3. [for a 

microscope] a piece of glass that one puts 
something on in order to look at it through 
a microscope □ a glass slide o a microscope 
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slide. -4. GB [for one's hair] an object made of 
plastic or metal that girls or women use to 
keep their hair in place □ a hair slide. -5. [in 

standards, popularity, prices] a decrease in the 
level or quality of something □ The banks 
intervened to halt the lira's slide. 

slide projector n a machine with a very 
bright light inside that projects photographic 
slides onto a screen. 

slide rule n a device like a ruler marked with 
numbers that slide sideways, used to do cal¬ 
culations. 

sliding door [.slaidirj-] n a door on wheels 
that moves along the wall rather than open¬ 
ing outward. 

sliding scale n a system of calculating pay¬ 
ments according to particular conditions □ 
I/Ve operate a sliding scale of charges. 

slight [slait] o adj -1. [improvement, wound, 

cold] that is small and unimportant □ There is 
a very slight chance that the operation could fail. 
□ a slight problem. ■ not in the slightest not at 
all □ She wasn't worried in the slightest. 
-2. [person, build, body] that is small, thin, and 
looks weak □ He was small and slight, with deli¬ 
cate features. 

o n an action that annoys somebody be¬ 
cause they think they are being insulted or 
treated as if they are not important □ / will 
take it as a personal slight if you decide not to 
come, o vt to offend <sb> by treating them 
as if they are not important □ Karen felt slight¬ 
ed by the way they had treated her. 

slightly ['slaitli] adv -1. a little □ It embarrasses 
me slightly to think of it. □ a slightly higher figure 
than expected. -2. slightly built [person] who is 
small, thin, and looks weak, 

slim [slim] (compar slimmer, super! slimmest) 
(pt &t pp slimmed, cont slimming) o adj -1. 
[person, waist, figure] thin in an attractive way 
□ She was middle-aged, but still slim and attrac¬ 
tive. -2. [wallet, diary, bottle] thin □ a slim vol¬ 
ume of poetry. -3. [possibility, hope] small □ The 
chances of finding any more survivors are ex¬ 
tremely slim, o vi GB = slim down. 

♦ slim down vi to lose weight by eating less, 

slime [slaim] « an unpleasant, thick, sticky liq¬ 
uid similar to the substance produced by 
snails □ dripping walls covered in green slime. 

slimline [’slimlain] adj -1. [wallet, calculator] that 
is thinner than normal. -2. [tonic, butter] that 
has fewer calories in it than normal, 

slimmer [lslim3rJ « GB a person who is trying 
to slim. 

slimming [’slimirj] o m the process of trying to 
lose weight by eating less □ Slimming can lead 
to eating disorders, o adj GB [magazine, club] 

that is intended for slimmers. 

slimy ['slaimi] (compar slimier, super! slimiest) 
adj -1. [rock, trail, animal] that is covered in 
slime □ Its skin is slimy to the touch. -2. 
[person] who is friendly or helpful in an ex¬ 
aggerated and insincere way (informal use), 

sling [slig] (pt & pp slung) on-l a piece of 
cloth that is tied around one's neck and sup¬ 
ports an injured arm □ Jackie's arm was in a 

sling. -2. a piece of equipment made of cloth, 
ropes etc that is used to carry or lift heavy 
objects, o vt -1. to move <sthg> by swing¬ 
ing it into a position where it hangs □ She 
slung the bag over her shoulder. -2. to throw 
<sthg> without care (informal use) □ Tom 
slung his clothes into a suitcase. -3. [hammock, 

rope] to attach <sthg> so that it hangs be¬ 
tween two points. 

slingback ['slirjbaek] « a woman’s shoe that 
has a strap that goes around the back of her 
heel. 

slingshot ['sligjDt] n US a stick in the shape of 
the letter “Y” with an elastic strip fastened 
between the two sides that is used, especial¬ 
ly by children, to throw stones. 

slink [slirjk] {pt & pp slunk) vi to slink away or 

off to leave somewhere quietly, trying not 
to be seen, especially because one is afraid 
or embarrassed. 

slip [slip] (pt & pp slipped, cont slipping) o n 
-1. a small mistake □ I'm sorry, somebody 
must have made a slip, m a slip of the pen a 
small mistake made when writing. ■ a slip of 
the tongue a small mistake made when 
speaking. -2. [of paper] a small piece of paper 
□ We all wrote down our suggestions on the slips 
(of paper) provided. -3. clothing a loose piece 
of clothing made of light material that is 
worn by a woman underneath a skirt or 
dress. -4. phrase to give sb the slip to succeed 
in escaping from sb (informal use), 

o vt -1. [money, weapon, note] to put <sthg> 
quickly and smoothly in a particular place □ 
He slipped his wallet back into his pocket. -2. to 
slip sthg on/off [coat, shoes, pants] to put sthg 
on/take sthg off quickly and easily. -3. to 
slip sb's mind or memory to be forgotten by 
sb □ I'm so sorry, it must have slipped my mind. 

o vi -1. [person, foot, wheel] to accidentally 
slide and fall over, or nearly fall over □ My 
foot slipped on the kitchen floor. -2. [soap, hand, 
knife] to move suddenly and by accident □ 
The knife slipped and I cut myself. -3. [person] to 
change gradually from one state, activity etc 
to another □ She slipped into a coma. □ He oc¬ 
casionally slips into Spanish. -4. [price, standard, 
currency] to decrease in a way that is worry¬ 
ing □ / fear educational standards are slipping, m 
to let things slip to let a situation get worse 
without doing anything to stop it. -5. [per¬ 
son] to move somewhere quietly so that one 
is not noticed □ / slipped out of the house while 
the others weren't looking. ■ to slip into/out of 
a piece of clothing to put on/take off a piece 
of clothing quickly and easily □ I'll just slip 
into something cooler. □ I'll just slip out of these 
dirty clothes. -6. auto [clutch] not to work 
properly because of being used too much □ 
The clutch keeps slipping. -7. phrase to let sthg 
slip [fact, secret] to let sthg become known 
by mistake □ Sam let it slip that they were plan¬ 
ning a surprise party. 

♦ slip-ons npl slip-on shoes □ a pair of slip-ons. 

♦ slip away vi to leave a place quietly in or¬ 
der not to be noticed □ / had to slip away be¬ 
fore the end of the meeting. 
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♦ slip up vi to make a mistake □ It's not the 
first time he's slipped up like this. 

slip-on adj a slip-on shoe a shoe that has no 
laces. 

slippage ['slipid3] n [of currency, political party] 

the amount by which one fails to keep to a 
standard or target □ A certain amount of slip¬ 
page in the schedule is to be expected. 

slipped disk [,slipt-] n a painful medical con¬ 
dition in which one of the separate parts of 
one’s spine moves out of place □ She ended 
up in the hospital with a slipped disk. 

slipper ['slip3r] n a soft comfortable shoe that 
people wear indoors □ a pair of slippers □ bed¬ 
room slippers. 

slippery ['slipari] adj -1. [road, floor] that is like¬ 
ly to cause somebody to slip, especially be¬ 
cause it is wet or icy; [soap, handle] that slips 
easily and is hard to keep hold of □ The road 
was still wet and slippery. □ The fish was so slip¬ 
pery I couldn't keep hold of it. -2. [person] who 
cannot be trusted (informal use) □ He's a slip¬ 
pery character! 

slip road n GB a road that leads onto or from 
a highway. 

slipshod ['slipjtod] adj [attitude, work] careless □ 
a slipshod piece of work. 

slipstream ['slipstriim] n the air directly be¬ 
hind a vehicle that is moving fast, 

slip-up n a small mistake (informal use) □ The 
organizers made a slip-up in the reservations. 

slipway ['slipwei] n a sloping path used for 
moving a boat down to the edge of the sea 
or of a river or lake. 

slit [slit] (pt & ftp slit, cont slitting) On a long 
narrow cut in the surface of something □ 
Make a slit in the meat near the bone and insert a 
tiny piece of garlic. □ a long skirt with slits up the 
sides, o vt -1. [envelope, throat] to make a nar¬ 
row cut in <sthg> □ The killer always slit his 
victims' throats. □ a skirt slit to the thigh. -2. 

[rope, leather] to cut through <sthg>. 

slither ['slid3r] vi -1. [car, person, soap] to slide 
in an uncontrolled way □ The car slithered to a 
halt. -2. [snake] to move smoothly in a par¬ 
ticular direction by going from side to side □ 
The snake slithered away. 

sliver ['slivaq « -l. [0f glass, ice, wood] a small 
sharp piece of something □ 4 small sliver of 
glass had become embedded in her skin. -2. [of 

ham, cheese] a very thin slice of food. 

slob [slob] n a person who is lazy and untidy 
and takes little care over the way they eat 
dress etc (informal use). 

slobber ['stob3r] vi [person] to let saliva run out 
of one’s mouth □ Don't let the dog slobber all 
over you! 

slog [stog] (pt & pp slogged, cont slogging) (in¬ 
formal use) o n -i. a hard and tiring journey, 
especially on foot □ It was a hard slog up the 
hill.-2. GB hard work □ It's been a real slog pre¬ 
paring for these exams, o vi -1. to move over 
an area with great effort, especially on foot 
□ They slogged up the steep hill. -2. GB to work 
hard over a period of time, especially at 

something difficult or boring □ I'm still slog¬ 
ging (away) at that translation. 

slogan ['slougan] n a short phrase that is used 
to advertise a product, political party etc 
and is usually easy to remember □ an adver¬ 
tising slogan □ He invented the slogan, "One Par¬ 
ty, One Nation." 

slop [stop] (pt & pp slopped, cont slopping) o vt 
[soup, water] to make <a liquid> spill over 
the sides of a container □ She accidentally 
slopped some soup on the table, o vi [water] to 
move around and spill □ The water slopped 
over the edge of the bathtub as he got in. 

slope [sloop] o n -1. a surface that is quite 
smooth or even and is higher at one end 
than the other □ The garden is on a slope. 
-2. the side of a hill □ We climbed the steep 
slope. □ I don't like skiing when the slopes are 
icy. o vi [land, handwriting, table] to be at an 
angle and not completely horizontal or ver¬ 
tical □ The floor slopes slightly. 

sloping ['sloupirfi adj [land, shelf, handwriting] 

that is not flat or straight, but slopes □ The 
shed had a sloping roof. 

sloppy [ stopi] (compar sloppier, superl sloppi¬ 
est) adj -1. [person, work, writing] that one 
thinks is careless □ Sandra is a very sloppy 
worker/eater. -2. [movie, story] that one thinks 
is sentimental (informal and disapproving use) □ 
It's a sloppy story about a girl and a dog. 

slosh [stoj] o vt [water, tea, wine] to move or 
pour <a liquid> in a rough or careless way □ 
/ sloshed some bleach into the bucket, o vi [liq¬ 

uid] to move around, especially in a way 
that causes a mess □ The water sloshed around 
in the bucket. 

sloshed [stojt] adj to be sloshed to be drunk 
(informal use) □ He gets sloshed every night. 

slot [stot] (pt & pp slotted, cont slotting) n -1. a 
straight thin opening in something, especial¬ 
ly one that is used for putting money into a 
machine. -2. a long, narrow, hollow space 
in a piece of wood, metal etc □ There are 
slots for the shelves at regular intervals. -3. a 
particular period of time in a timetable, 
schedule etc □ I/Ve can offer the guest speaker 
the two o'clock slot. 

♦ slot in o vf sep to slot sthg in [part, piece, 

component] to put sthg into a slot, o vi to be 
put in and fit neatly into a slot □ The shelves 
slot in easily. 

sloth [us stoB, gb slooG] n -1. an animal of 
Central and South America that hangs 
upside down in trees and moves very slow¬ 
ly- -2. laziness (literary use). 

slot machine n -1. a machine that one can 
get drinks, snacks etc from when one puts 
money in a slot. -2. a gambling machine 
that one can play on by putting in money 
and pulling a handle or pressing buttons. 

slot meter n GB a machine in a house that 
one puts money into to be able to use the 
electricity or gas. 

slouch [slautf] on a lazy person who does 
things very slowly and achieves little □ He's 
certainly no slouch when it comes to repairing 
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things, o vi to sit, stand, or walk with one’s 
head and shoulders bent forward □ / tend to 
slouch when I sit at my desk. 

slough [sLvf] ♦ slough off vt sep -1. to slough 
its skin off [snake, lizard] to get rid of its old 
skin in one complete piece. -2. to slough 
sthg off [person, organization] to get rid of sthg 
that is no longer useful (literary use) □ It's 
time for us to slough off our tired old image. 

Slovak ['slouvrek] n & adj: see Slovakia. 

Slovakia [sloo'vaekia] a country in central 
Europe, east of the Czech Republic, be¬ 
tween Poland and Hungary, that was part of 
Czechoslovakia until it became an inde¬ 
pendent republic in 1993. size: 49,000 sq 
kms. population: 5,300,000 (Slovaks, Slovak¬ 
ians). capital: Bratislava, language: Slovak. 
currency: Slovak crown. 

Slovenia [slou'vimja] a country in south¬ 
eastern Europe, between Italy and Croatia. 
It was part of Yugoslavia until it became an 
independent republic in 1991. size: 20,226 
sq kms. population: 2,000,000 (Slovenes, Slo¬ 
venians). capital: Ljubljana. LANGUAGE: Slo¬ 
vene. currency: tolar. 

slovenly ['slAvnli] adj [person, appearance, work] 

that seems untidy, careless, and lazy, 

slow [slou] o adj -1. [runner, animal, train] that 
moves at a low speed; [process, improvement] 

that takes a long time □ a line of slow-moving 
traffic □ The changes have been slow to take ef¬ 
fect. -2. to be slow [clock, watch] to show a 
time that is earlier than the real time □ Your 
watch is ten minutes slow. -3. [business, place] 

not busy □ Business is rather slow at the mo¬ 
ment. -4. [pupil, learner! who is not very intel¬ 
ligent and needs more time than other peo¬ 
ple to leam or understand things, 
o adv [drive, walk, move] slowly. ■ to go slow 
[staff, workers] to refuse to work at the nor¬ 
mal speed as a protest. 
o vt [process, progress] to make <sthg> slow¬ 
er □ Political infighting has slowed the progress 
of the peace talks. 
o vi [car, increase, process! to become slower 
□ Production has slowed in recent months. 

♦ slow down o vt sep to slow sb/sthg down 
[person, vehicle, process] to make sb/sthg 
slower □ All this luggage is slowing us down, 
o vi [person, vehicle, process] to become slow¬ 
er □ Slow down! You're going to fast. 

slow-acting adj [drug, poison] that takes a long 
time to have an effect, 

slowcoach n GB = slowpoke, 

slowdown ['sloodaun] n a reduction in speed 
or activity □ an economic slowdown. 

slow handclap n GB a way of showing disap¬ 
proval by clapping one’s hands slowly, espe¬ 
cially as part of a large group of people, 

slowly f'slouli] adv [move, drive, improve] see 
slow □ He slowly came to understand where he 
had gone wrong in his marriage. □ She inched her 
way slowly along the ledge. ■ slowly but surely 
in a way that is slow but has a noticeable 
and important effect over a period of time □ 
Her English is improving slowly but surely. 

slow motion n a way of showing a movie or 
video at a slower speed than usual, in order 
to look at the action in more detail □ They 
showed the goal again in slow motion. 

♦ slow-motion adj [replay, scene] that is 
shown in slow motion. 

slowpoke [’sloupouk] us, slowcoach ['slou- 
kootjl GB u a person who moves or works 
too slowly (informal use) □ Hurry up, slow¬ 
poke! 

SLR (abbr of single-lens reflex) n a camera that 
uses the same lens to act as a viewfinder 
and to take photographs. 

sludge [sUdsl n -1. soft mud □ The path had 
turned to sludge in the rain. -2. a thick soft sub¬ 
stance similar to mud that remains after 
sewage has been treated. 

slug [sUg] {pt & pp slugged, corn slugging) o n 
-1. a small slimy animal like a snail but 
without a shell. -2. [of whiskey, vodka] a large 
mouthful of a drink, usually of a strong al¬ 
coholic drink (informal use). -3. US a bullet 
(informal use), o vt to hit <sb> with one’s fist 
(informal use). 

sluggish ['sUgif] adj [person, car, reaction] that 
is slower or less active than is usual or nor¬ 
mal □ Business has been sluggish lately. 

sluice [slu:s] on a passage that water passes 
though and that is used to control how 
quickly it moves □ a sluice gate, o vt to sluice 
sthg down or out to clean sthg with large 
amounts of water. 

slum [skm] (pt & pp slummed, cont slumming) 
On a poor area of a city that has housing 
that is in bad condition; a house in this area 
□ He was brought up In the slums of Bio. □ slum 
housing/streets. o vt to slum it to accept con¬ 
ditions that are less comfortable or exclusive 
than one is used to (informal use) □ We decid¬ 
ed to slum it and stay in a cheap boarding house. 

slumber ['slAmb3r] (literary use) o n sleep, o vi 
to sleep. 

slump [sUmp] o n -1. [in prices, a market, trade] 

a sudden decrease in the level of something 
□ Prices have fallen due to a slump In demand. 
-2. a period of economic depression □ an 
economic slump, o vi -1. [business, prices, mar¬ 

ket] to go down in value suddenly □ Their 
share price has slumped to a new low. -2. 

[person] to fall heavily downward □ Bill 
slumped into the armchair. 

slung [sUg] past tense 62 past participle of sling. 

slunk [slArjk] past tense 62 past participle of 
slink. 

slur [sl3ir] {pt & pp slurred, cont slurring) o n 
-1. an unclear way of speaking that people 
sometimes have when they are drunk or ill 
□ The stroke left him with a slight slur in his 
speech. -2. an unfair comment, claim etc 
that is insulting to somebody or gives other 
people a bad opinion of them □ It's a slur on 
his character, o vt to slur one's words or 

speech to speak unclearly, e.g. when one is 
drunk. 

slurp [sb:rp] vt [drink, soup] to drink <sthg> 
noisily □ Richard slurped the milkshake noisily. 
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slurred [sb:rd] adj [words, speech] spoken with 
a slur □ He was drunk and his speech was 
slurred. 

slurry [US 'shin, GB 'sIah] « a liquid mixture 
made of mud, manure etc and water. 

slush [sIaJ] n snow that has partly melted on 
the ground. 

slush fund, slush money n money that is 
kept for illegal purposes, especially in poli¬ 
tics or business. 

slutT [sUt] « (offensive use) -1. a woman who 
one thinks is sexually immoral. -2. a woman 
who one thinks is dirty and untidy. 

sly [slai] (compar slyer or slier, super! slyest or 

sliest) o adj -1. [look, smile] that shows that 
one knows something that other people do 
not know □ "Aha!" he said, giving her a sly 
smile. -2. [person] who is clever at making 
people believe something that is not true, 
especially in order to get what they want. 
-3. [person] who does things secretly □ You 
are a sly thing! Where did you get these from? 
o n on the sly without letting anybody 
know □ He'd been seeing other women on the 
sly. 

S & M n abbr of sadism and masochism. 

smack [smaek] o vt -1. to hit <sb> with the 
palm of one's hand □ Our parents never 
smacked us as children. -2. to put <sthg> 
somewhere with a loud noise or with force 
□ He smacked the book down on the desk. 
-3. phrase to smack one's lips to open and 
close one’s lips, making a loud noise to 
show that one is looking forward to eating 
or that one has enjoyed eating something. 
o n -1. the act of smacking somebody o She 
gave the child a smack on the bottom. -2. the 
sound or force of something hitting some¬ 
thing else □ the smack of the waves against the 
boat. 

o vi to smack of sthg to seem like sthg □ This 
smacks of treachery. 

o adv a word used to say that something is 
exactly in a particular place (informal use) □ 
He stood smack in the middle of the highway. 

small [smo:l] o adj -1. [object, person, amount] 

that is not large in size □ My apartment is 
small but comfortable. □ Have you tried the small¬ 
er size? -2. [crowd, family] that consists of few 
people □ The audience was very small. □ A small 
group of people stood waiting outside. -3. [boy, 

girl] young □ / have three small children. □ / re¬ 
member you when you were small! -4. [business, 

company, farmer] that does not operate on a 
large scale; [matter, change, mistake] that is 
not important and can be dealt with easily □ 
Small businesses are getting extra tax incentives. 
□ Informing everyone of the change will be no 
small task. □ There's one small problem I'd like to 
mention, m in a small way in a way that has a 
limited effect □ Perhaps I can help in some 
small way? 

o n the small of the back the lower part of 
one s back that curves inward. 

small ads npl GB short advertisements in a 
newspaper that advertise something for sale 
a room to rent etc □ Look in the small ads 

small arms npl guns that are light in weight 
and are designed to be carried, 

small change « money in coins of low value, 

small fry « people who are considered unim¬ 
portant. 

smallholder ['smadhooldaH n GB a person who 
owns or rents a small piece of land and 
farms it. 

smallholding ['smorlhouldir)] n GB a small piece 
of land that is farmed. 

small hours npl in the small hours in the early 
hours of the morning after midnight, when 
most people are asleep □ We danced until the 
small hours. 

small letters npl in small letters using the 
small form of letters rather than the larger 
form, e.g. “a” or “b” rather than “A” or “B”. 

smallpox ['smadpDks] n a very serious infec¬ 
tious disease that causes fever and spots 
that leave marks on the skin, 

small print n the small print the conditions 
that are attached to the main part of a con¬ 
tract or agreement, sometimes printed in 
small letters at the end and likely to contain 
unattractive rules and restrictions □ Make 
sure you read the small print. 

small-scale adj [business, industry, fraud] that is 
small in size and importance compared to 
other things of a similar type, 

smajl screen n the small screen television as a 
form of entertainment. 

small talk n polite conversation about unim¬ 
portant things □ We just sat around making 
small talk for most of the evening. 

small-time adj [criminal, businessman] who is 
not very important or successful compared 
to other people □ a small-time crook. 

smarmy ['sma:rmi] (compar smarmier, superl 
smarmiest) adj [person] who is polite and 
friendly in an insincere or unpleasant way. 

smart [sma:rt] o adj -1. [person, answer] intelli¬ 
gent □ She's a smart kid. □ You tell me the an¬ 
swer, then, if you think you're so smart! -2. 

[person] who is deliberately impolite and dis¬ 
respectful to somebody by saying clever 
things □ Don't get smart with me! -3. [tap, blow] 

that is quick and forceful □ He gave a smart 
knock on the door. -4. GB [person, clothes] that 
seems clean, tidy, and attractive □ You look 
very smart in that suit. □ That's a smart car you're 
driving. -5. GB [person, society, club] that gives 
the impression of being rich and elegant □ 
Harry moves in extremely smart circles now. 

vi -1. [cut, hand, eyes] to be painful in a 
sharp stinging way □ My face was smarting 
from where she'd slapped me. -2. to be smart¬ 
ing to feel anjgry and humiliated, especially 
because of criticism □ She was still smarting 
from her defeat. 

smart card n a small plastic card that holds 
and processes computer data and is used 
e.g. as a credit card. 

smarten [ sma:rtn] ♦ smarten up vt sep to 
smarten sb/sthg up GB (person, appearance, 
room] to make sb/sthg look smarter □ / wish 
you d try smartening yourself up a bit! 
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smash [smaej] 0 vt -1. [glass, plate, window] to 
break <sthg> into small pieces by hitting or 
dropping it □ I'm so sorry — I've just smashed 
one of your glasses. -2. to move <sthg> vio¬ 
lently against something else □ The wind 
smashed the door closed. -3. [opposition, party, 

movement] to defeat or destroy <sthg> com¬ 
pletely. 

o vi -1. [window, glass] The plate fell and 
smashed into pieces. -2. [stone, vehicle] The car 
smashed into/through a store window, 
o n -1. [of china, glass] the sound of some¬ 
thing fragile breaking □ It fell with a loud 
smash. -2. a car crash (informal use) □ We had 
a nasty smash yesterday. -3. sport a strong at¬ 
tacking shot in tennis, squash etc. 

♦ smash up vt sep to smash sthg up [room, ve¬ 

hicle, furniture] to destroy sthg completely, of¬ 
ten because one is very angry □ He smashed 
up his father's new car. 

smashed [smaeft] adj to be smashed to be 
drunk (informal use) o He got really smashed at 
the party. 

smash hit n a very popular success □ The mu¬ 
sical was a smash hit in the States. 

smash-up n a serious road accident in which 
the vehicles involved are completely de¬ 
stroyed. 

smattering ['smaetarirfi n a small amount of 
something □ / know a smattering of Portuguese. 

SME n abbr of small and medium-sized enter¬ 
prise. 

smear [smial o « -1. [of mud, oil, blood] a dirty 
mark usually caused by something that is 
greasy or sticky □ There was a smear of lipstick 
on his collar. -2. GB medicine = smear test. -3. 

[against a politician, public figure] an untrue sto¬ 
ry that is deliberately spread by somebody 
to damage somebody else’s reputation □ This 
is a deliberate smear on the character of our can¬ 
didate. 
o vt -1. [page, painting, glass] to make a smear 
on <sthg> □ The window was smeared with 
fingermarks. -2. to smear sthg onto sthg [oil, 
butter, paint] to spread sthg onto sthg, espe¬ 
cially using a lot of it in a careless way □ 
She smeared cream on her face. ■ to smear 
sthg with sthg [with cream, oil] to cover sthg 
with a layer of sthg, especially using a lot of 
it in a careless way □ He smeared suntan oil all 
over his chest. -3. [politician, public figure] to 
spread a smear against <sb> □ It was a clear 
attempt to smear my reputation. 

smear campaign « a deliberate attempt by a 
group of people to smear somebody, 

smear test n GB an examination of cells tak¬ 
en from a woman's cervix in order to dis¬ 
cover if there is cancer there, 

smell [smel] (US pt 8t pp smelled, GB pt & pp 
smelled or smelt) o vt -1. [gas, food] to be¬ 
come aware of the smell of <sthg> □ Can 
you smell something burning? -2. [food, perfume, 
flower] to identify or recognize the smell of 
<sthg> by putting one’s nose near it and 
breathing in □ She smelled the milk to see if it 
had spoiled. -3. [danger, trouble] to feel or real¬ 
ize that <sthg> is there □ / can smell trouble. 

o vi -1. [person] to be able to smell things □ / 
can't smell at the moment because I have a cold. 
-2. [clothes, perfume, food] to have a particular 
smell □ The house smells of beer and cigarettes. 
□ This room smells damp/musty. □ This perfume 
smells like soap, ■ to smell good/bad to have a 
good/bad smell □ That smells delicious! -3. 
[feet, clothes] to have a bad smell □ / threw 
out the meat because it was starting to smell. 
o n -1. a quality that is sensed by the nose 
□ What a terrible smell! □ There's a strong smell 
of gas in here. □ a delicious smell of cooking. 
-2. the ability of the nose to sense things □ 
He lost his sense of smell. 

smelling salts ['smelig-] npl a chemical with a 
very strong smell that is used to revive 
somebody who has fainted. 

smelly [’smell] (compar smellier, superl smelli¬ 
est) adj [feet, clothes] that have a bad smell □ 
s pair of smelly old socks. 

smelt [smelt] o past tense d2 past participle of 
smell, o vt to remove metal from <ore> by 
heating it to very high temperatures. 

smile [small] o « an expression on one’s face 
in which the comers of one’s mouth are 
turned up to show one is pleased or amused 
□ She had a big smile on her face. □ He gave a 
broad smile, o vi to give a smile □ She was 
smiling as she spoke. □ He smiled at my surprise. 
o vt to say <sthg> with a smile □ "Hi," she 
smiled. 

smiling [’smailig] adj a smiling face the face of 
somebody who seems friendly because they 
have a smile □ The room was full of happy smil¬ 
ing faces. 

smirk [sm3:rk] o n a smile that shows one is 
satisfied with oneself or pleased at some¬ 
body else’s bad luck (disapproving use) □ Wipe 
that silly smirk off your face! o vi to give a 
smirk □ What are you smirking at? 

smith [smi0] « = blacksmith. 

Smith [smi0], Adam (1723-1790) a British 
economist who believed in free trade and 
private enterprise. 

Smith, John (1580-1631) an English soldier 
and explorer who helped to found the first 
colony in America, in Virginia. He was 
saved from death by Pocahontas. 

Smith, Joseph (1805-1844) a US religious 
leader who founded the Mormon Church. 

smithereens fismida'rimz] npl to be smashed/ 
blown to smithereens to be completely de¬ 
stroyed by being broken/in an explosion (in¬ 
formal use). 

Smithsonian [smiG'soonian]: the Smithsonian 
(Institution) a large group of government- 
supported museums in Washington, D.C. It 
includes museums of modern art, aircraft, 
and history. 

Smith Square a square that is in central Lon¬ 
don and that contains the headquarters of 
the Conservative Party. 

smithy ['smidi] (pi smithies) n the place where 
a blacksmith works □ the village smithy. 

smitten ['smitn] adj to be smitten to find 
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somebody or something very attractive or 
interesting (informal and humorous use). 

smock [smnk] « a loose piece of clothing like 
a dress, often worn over other clothes to 
protect them. 

smog [smog] n a mixture of fog and smoke □ 
The city was covered in a blanket of smog. 

smoke [smouk] o n -1. the gas and small par¬ 
ticles produced when something bums □ The 
room was filled with smoke. -2. the act of 
smoking a cigarette, cigar etc □ I'm going out 
for a smoke, o vt -1. [cigarette, cigar, pipe] to 
suck smoke from <sthg> and breathe it out 
again □ / used to smoke 20 cigarettes a day. □ 
What kind of tobacco do you smoke? -2. [fish, 

meat, cheese] to preserve <food> by hanging 
it in a room full of wood smoke, o vi 

-1. [person] Do you smoke? □ Do you mind if I 
smoke? -2. [chimney, engine, lamp] to produce 
too much smoke □ The log fire had begun to 
smoke unpleasantly. 

smoke alarm « an electronic device that 
makes a loud high-pitched noise when 
smoke comes near it, used in a building to 
warn people of a fire. 

smoked [smoukt] adj [fish, cheese, ham] that 
has been preserved by smoking it. 

smoked salmon n salmon that has been 
smoked and is eaten cold in thin slices. 

smokeless fuel ['smouklos-] n fuel, usually a 
kind of coal, that burns without producing 
smoke. 

smokeless zone n GB an area where only 
smokeless fuel can be burned. 

smoker ['smouksl n -1. a person who often 
smokes □ Are you a smoker or a nonsmoker? □ 
Smokers are kindly requested to sit on the left- 
hand side of the auditorium. -2. rail a car on a 
train where smoking is allowed. 

smokescreen [’smoukskrun] « an activity that 
is intended to hide one’s real activities or in¬ 
tentions by drawing people’s attention to 
something else □ The laundry is just a smoke¬ 
screen for their criminal activities. 

smoke shop n US a store that sells tobacco, 
pipes etc. 

smokestack ['smoukstak] n a very tall factory 
chimney. 

smokestack industry n a type of industry 
that produces heavy goods, c.g. cars or 
steel. 

smoking ['smoukig] n the act of smoking a 
cigarette, pipe etc □ Smoking is bad for your 
health. □ Would you like a smoking or non¬ 
smoking seat? ■ 'IMo Smoking' a sign in a pub¬ 
lic place that shows that smoking is not al¬ 
lowed there. 

smoking car us, smoking compartment gb 
ft a car on a train where people are al¬ 
lowed to smoke. 

smoky fsmouki] (compar smokier, superl smoki¬ 
est) adj -1. [room, atmosphere] that is full of 
smoke □ It's very smoky in here. -2. [taste, col¬ 

or] that is like smoke in some way □ This 
wine has a rather smoky taste. 

smolder us, smoulder gb [‘smouldal vi -l. 

[fire, wood] to burn slowly, producing smoke 
but no flames □ The fire was smoldering in the 
grate. -2. [feeling, passion] to be felt but not 
expressed directly □ Anger had smoldered in¬ 
side him for years. 

smooch [smu:tj] vi to kiss and embrace some¬ 
body, especially for a long time, e.g. when 
dancing (informal use). 

smooth [smu:d] o adj -1. [surface, skin, sea] 

that is flat and even and is not rough □ This 
razor gives a smooth shave. -2. [mixture, paste, 

sauce] that is quite thick and has no lumps, 
usually because it has been mixed well □ Stir 
the mixture to a smooth consistency. -3. [flow, 

pace, supply] that is regular and without sud¬ 
den changes o The gear change was impressive¬ 
ly smooth. -4. [taste, drink] that is pleasant and 
not acid □ a beautifully smooth malt whiskey. 
-5. [flight, landing, take-off] that is comfortable 
because it does not shake one too much □ 
They had a smooth crossing. -6. [person] who 
seems relaxed, polite, and confident in a 
way one does not completely trust a He's a 
smooth talker. -7. [transition, operation] that is 
without problems □ This may affect the 
smooth running of the team. □ Things got off to a 
smooth start. 

o vt -1. [hair, skirt, tablecloth] to make <sthg> 
lie flat □ He smoothed his hair down with his 
hand. □ She smoothed the sheet flat on the bed. 
■ to smooth the way to make a future 
change easier and more likely to happen, 
usually by dealing with any existing prob¬ 
lems □ Foreign aid will smooth the way to inde¬ 
pendence for the country. -2. to smooth sthg 
onto sthg [cream, oil] to spread sthg onto sthg 
using regular and gende movements □ Libby 
smoothed suntan lotion onto his back. 

♦ smooth out vt sep> -1. to smooth sthg out 
[tablecloth, sheet] to make sthg lie flat; [crease, 

wrinkle] to get rid of sthg by making the sur¬ 
face flat □ He tried to smooth out the creases 
from his jacket. -2. to smooth sthg out [difficul¬ 

ty, problem] to get rid of sthg □ I'm sure we 
can smooth things out with the clients. 

♦ smooth over vt sep> to smooth over sthg 
[difficulty, disagreement] to make sthg easier to 
deal with, often by talking to the people 
who are involved □ I'll try to smooth things 
over with Janet before you arrive. 

smoothie [’smuidi] n -1. a smooth-talking per¬ 
son (informal use). -2. a type of drink made 
from fruit pulp, usually with milk or cream 
added. 

smoothly ['smuidli] adv [go, talk, flow] see 
smooth o The trip/operation went very smoothly. 
□ This pen writes very smoothly. 

smoothness ['srmndnas] n [of a surface, mixture, 
flight] see smooth. 

smooth-talking [-torkig] adj [person] who talks 
in a polite and confident way that is de¬ 
signed to persuade people but that is insin¬ 
cere or dishonest □ a smooth-talking salesman. 

smother [ smAd3r] vt -1. to smother sthg in or 
with sthg to cover sthg with a lot of sthg □ 
The cake was smothered with or in chocolate 
frosting. □ She smothered him with kisses. -2. 
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[person] to kill <sb> by covering their face 
with something so they cannot breathe □ It 
was alleged that he smothered the maid by plac¬ 
ing a cushion over her face. -3. [fire, flames) to 
put <sthg> out by covering it with some¬ 
thing □ Use a blanket to smother the flames. 
-4. [emotion, opposition] to stop <sthg> from 
growing or becoming stronger □ Hudson had 
learned to smother any feelings of anger. 
-5. [son, daughter] to protect <a child> or 
give them too much love in a way that 
stops them from becoming independent □ 
Her parents smothered her with love. 

smoulder vi gb = smolder, 

smudge [smAd3] o « a dirty mark made when 
oil, grease etc is rubbed onto a surface, o vt 
[ink, writing, paper] to make <sthg> dirty or 
untidy by rubbing it accidentally, 

smug [smAg] (compar smugger, superl smug¬ 

gest) adj [person] who is pleased with them¬ 
selves in a way that is annoying because it 
suggests that other people are in a worse 
situation □ What are you looking so smug 
about? 

smuggle 1'smAgl] vt -1. [drugs, diamonds, alco¬ 

hol] to take <sthg> illegally into or out of a 
country □ They were caught smuggling cocaine 
over the border. -2. to smuggle sthg in/out 
to take sthg secretly into/out of a place □ 
Prostitutes were smuggled into the presidential 
palace. 

smuggler ['smAgbr] « a person who smuggles 
diamonds, alcohol etc o a drug smuggler. 

smuggling ['smAglirfi « the activity of taking 
things illegally into or out of a country □ The 
locals drew a large part of their income from 
smuggling. □ drug smuggling. 

smugness ['smAgnss] n: see smug, 

smut [smAt] « -1. a small piece of dirt or soot 
that makes a dark mark on things □ You've 
got some smut on your cheek. -2. smutty lan¬ 
guage, books, pictures etc (informal use) □ / 
won’t have you reading this smut! 

smutty ['smAti] (compar smuttier, superl smutti¬ 
est) adj [language, book, picture] that causes of¬ 
fense because it deals with sex or nudity in 
a way that is meant to shock or excite peo¬ 
ple (informal and disapproving use) □ a dirty little 
book, full of smutty jokes. 

snack [snaek] on a quick meal or piece of 
food eaten between regular meals or instead 
of one □ Let's have a quick snack, then go. □ 
snack food, o vi to eat a snack □ She had a 
tendency to snack rather than eat proper meals. 

snack bar n a place where one can buy and 
eat snacks, tea, coffee etc. 

snag [snaeg] (pt & pp snagged, cont snagging) 
on-1. a small problem □ There's only one 
snag: I've already arranged to see Liz that day. 
-2. AUS a sausage (informal use), o vt [sweater, 

stocking] to catch and tear <sthg> on a sharp 
object □ She snagged her dress on the corner of 
the table. 

snail [sneil] n a small soft animal that has no 
skeleton, legs, or arms, has a shell on its 
back, and moves very slowly. 

snail mail n a term used by computer users 
to refer to the normal postal service, com¬ 
pared to e-mail (humorous use). 

snake [sneik] o « a reptile with a long thin 
body and no legs, o vi [procession, train] to 
move along in curves □ The line of people 
snaked right around the theater. 

snap [snrep] (pt & pp snapped, cont snapping) 
o vt -1. [branch, twig, rope] to break <sthg> 
with a snap □ He snapped the pencil in two. 
-2. [lid, fastener, lock] to move <sthg> in a 
particular direction so that it makes a sound 
like a snap □ She snapped her briefcase shut. ■ 
to snap one's fingers to make a noise by 
moving one’s thumb and middle finger to¬ 
gether quickly, usually to attract attention □ 
He thinks all he has to do is snap his fingers and 
I'll come running! -3. to say <sthg> in an an¬ 
gry or unfriendly way □ "I'm busy," she 
snapped. -4. [person, place] to take a photo¬ 
graph of <sb/sthg> (informal use) □ He 
snapped her on the beach, 
o vi -1. [branch, twig, rope] If you pull the elastic 
too tight it will snap. -2. [lid, fastener, fingers] to 
move in a particular direction or way so as 
to make a noise like a snap □ The case snaps 
shut like this. -3. [dog, shark] to move its jaws 
together quickly in a movement like biting □ 
Your dog just snapped at me. -4. [person] to 
speak in an angry or unfriendly way □ 
There's no need to snap at me like that! -5. to 
snap out of it to change suddenly from a bad 
to a good mood □ Peter's been sitting around 
looking depressed for days. I wish he'd just snap 
out of it and cheer up. 
o n -1. [of a twig, branch] the act or sound of 
something snapping. -2. photography a 
photograph, especially one taken on vaca¬ 
tion (informal use) □ We took lots of snaps of 
the kids. -3. US clothing = snap fastener. -4. 
GB games a children’s card game where each 
player in turn places a card on the table. 
The aim is to be the first to shout “snap!” 
when two cards placed one after the other 
are the same. 
o adj a snap judgment/decision a judgment/ 
decision that is made suddenly and without 
much thought □ a snap election. 

♦ snap up vt sep to snap sthg up to buy sthg 
quickly because it is cheap or because there 
is a chance that it will be bought by some¬ 
body else □ Houses in this area are snapped up 
as soon as they come on the market. 

snap fastener w US a type of metal or plastic 
button with a point that sticks out of one 
half that is pressed into a hole in the other. 

snappy [’snaepi] (compar snappier, superl snap¬ 
piest) adj (informal use) -1. a snappy dresser a 
person who always wears stylish clothes. 
-2. [show, song] that is energetic and full of 
life. ■ make it snappy! do it quickly! □ Take 
me to the airport, and make it snappy! 

snapshot ['snsep/Dt] n a photograph taken 
quickly by somebody who is not an expert. 

snare [snear] o « a trap that is used for catch¬ 
ing small animals and birds, o vt [animal, bird] 
to catch <sthg> in a snare. 
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snarl [snail] o « [of a dog, wolf] a fierce growl¬ 
ing sound, o vi -1. [dog, wolf] to make a 
fierce growling sound. -2. [person] to speak 
in a very unfriendly and threatening way. 

snarl-up n a disorganized situation, especially 
one involving traffic. 

snatch [sneetf] on a short part of a conversa¬ 
tion, song etc □ / overheard brief snatches of 
their conversation, o vt -1. [purse, keys, paper] 

to take <sthg> quickly and violently □ He 
snatched the book from her hands. -2. [sleep, op¬ 

portunity, look] to do <sthg> quickly while 
one has the chance □ / snatched a few hours' 
sleep on the plane, o vi to try to take some¬ 
thing quickly and violently □ She snatched at 
the papers and tore them. 

snazzy ['snaezi] (compar snazzier, superl snazzi¬ 
est) adj [clothes, place, car] stylish (informal 
use) □ That's a snazzy new outfit. 

sneak [sniik] (us pt & pp sneaked or snuck, GB 
pt & pp sneaked) o vt -1. to sneak sthg 
somewhere to take sthg somewhere so that 
other people do not notice □ They managed to 
sneak a knife into the prison. -2. to sneak a look 
at sb/sthg to look at sb/sthg quickly so that 
nobody sees one doing it □ / snuck a look at 
the letter while she was out of the room, o vi to 
move quietly to avoid being heard □ Later 
on, I sneaked back downstairs, o n a child who 
enjoys getting other children into trouble by 
telling adults about the bad things they have 
done (disapproving use). 

sneakers [’sniika'z] upl US shoes with rubber 
soles that are used for sports □ a pair of 
sneakers. 

sneaking ['sniikiij] ad] to have a sneaking 
feeling/suspicion etc to have a slight or se¬ 
cret feeling/suspicion etc, especially one that 
one does not want to admit or accept □ / 
have a sneaking admiration for her. 

sneak preview n a chance to see or watch 
something before it is officially available to 
the public. 

sneaky ['sniiki] (compar sneakier, superl sneaki¬ 
est) adj [person] who is secretive and dishon¬ 
est, often not in a very serious way (informal 
use) □ That was a sneaky little trick! 

sneer [sniar] o « an unpleasant way of speak- 
ing, smiling, or laughing that shows that 
one has no respect for somebody or some¬ 
thing □ "How unfortunate," said Gert with a 
sneer, o vi to sneer at sb/sthg to show one’s 
contempt for sb/sthg □ He's always sneering at 
people behind their backs. □ A thousand dollars is 
not to be sneered at! 

sneeze [sniiz] o vi to send a sudden uncon¬ 
trollable burst of air through one’s nose, e.g. 
when one has a cold or when there is dust 
in the air. ■ it is not to be sneezed at it is 
worth considering carefully (informal use) □ 
That s an opportunity not to be sneezed at. o n 
an act of sneezing □ Maura gave a loud sneeze. 

snicker ['smks^ US o „ a quiet unkind laugh, 
o vi to laugh in a quiet unkind way at 
somebody or something. 

snide [snaid] adj [comment, remark] that ex¬ 

presses a critical opinion of somebody or 
something but without saying so directly, 

sniff [snif] o n the act or sound of breathing 
in air sharply through one’s nose so that 
one makes a noise, e.g. when one has a cold 
□ She gave a loud sniff, o vt -1. [food, air, flow¬ 
er] to breathe in the air around <sthg> 
through one’s nose in order to smell it □ The 
dog sniffed the package excitedly. -2. to sniff 
glue/a solvent etc to take glue/a solvent etc 
as a drug by breathing in its fumes, o vi 
-1. to take in air with a sniff to clear one’s 
nose □ I've been sniffing all day with this cold. 
-2. to show disapproval of something □ A 
salary of $140,000 a year is not to be sniffed at. 

♦ sniff out vt sep -1. to sniff sb/sthg out 
[drugs, criminal] to find sb/sthg by smell. -2. 
to sniff sthg out [cause, secret] to find sthg by 
looking hard for it (informal use), 

sniffer dog ['snifar-] n a dog trained to find 
drugs, criminals etc by smell, 

sniffle ['snifi] vi to sniff several times, e.g. 
when one has a cold, 

snigger [lsnigor] n & vi GB = snicker, 

snip [snip] (pt & pp snipped, cont snipping) vt 
[paper, string, wire] to cut <sthg> with one 
quick movement of a pair of scissors, 

snipe [snaip] vi -1. to shoot from a hiding 
place at somebody or something □ Solitary, 
unseen gunmen snipe at civilians on the street. 
-2. to criticize somebody in an unpleasant, 
often indirect way □ It's the kind of middle- 
class novel reviewers love to snipe at. 

sniper ['snaip3r] n a person who shoots at 
people from a hiding place, 

snippet [’smpat] n a small piece of informa¬ 
tion, news, gossip etc □ an interesting snippet 
of information □ / only heard snippets of their con¬ 
versation. 

snivel ['smvl] (us pt & pp sniveled, cont snivel¬ 
ing, GB pt & pp snivelled, cont snivelling) vi to 
cry and sniff in an irritating complaining 
way. 

snob [snob] n (disapproving use) -1. a person 
who admires the upper classes and dislikes 
the lower classes □ She's a terrible snob. -2. a 
person who thinks they are better than oth¬ 
er people because of their intelligence, 
wealth, or interests □ an intellectual snob. 

snobbery ['snDbari] n snobbish behavior, 

snobbish ['snobij], snobby ['snnbi] (compar 
snobbier, superl snobbiest) adj [behavior, atti¬ 
tude] that is typical of a snob. 

snooker [us 'snukr, GB 'snuiks] n a game for 
two players who use a long stick to hit a 
white ball across a table so that it knocks 
colored balls into one of six holes on the 
edge of the table □ a game of snooker □ a 
snooker table/player. 

snoop [snuipj vi to try to find out about 
something, e.g. somebody’s personal affairs, 
especially by looking around secretly some¬ 
where (informal and disapproving use) □ He's al¬ 
ways snooping around outside my office. 

snooper J'snuipa1-] n a person who often 
snoops (informal and disapproving use). 
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Snoopy [’snuipi] a dog in the cartoon strip 
Peanuts. 

snooty [’snuiti] (compar snootier, super! snooti¬ 
est) adj [person] who seems rude and un¬ 
friendly because they think they are better 
than other people. 

snooze [snu:z] o n a short light sleep during 
the day □ / had a snooze after lunch, o vi to 
have a snooze. 

snore [sno:r] o vi to make a loud noise with 
one’s nose or mouth when breathing in dur¬ 
ing one’s sleep □ Do I snore? □ You were snor¬ 
ing last night, o n the sound or act of snoring 
□ His snores kept the whole house awake. 

snoring ['snoirirj] n the sound or act of repeat¬ 
edly snoring □ / was woken up by Alan's snor¬ 
ing. 

snorkel ['sno:rkl] n a short curved tube used 
for breathing underwater. 

snorkeling us, snorkelling gb ['sno:rklig] n 
the activity of swimming underwater using 
a snorkel o It's a great place to go snorkeling. 

snort [sno:rt] o n -1. [by a person] a noise made 
by breathing out using a lot of force, usually 
showing impatience or anger □ Parsons gave 
a contemptuous snort. -2. [by an animal] a noise 
made by breathing out suddenly and force¬ 
fully □ The horse gave a snort, o vi [person, ani¬ 
mal] to make a snort, o vt to snort cocaine to 
take cocaine by breathing it in through 
one’s nose (drugs slang). 

snotty 1'snDti] (compar snottier, superl snotti- 
est) adj [person] who thinks they are better 
than other people (informal and disapproving 
use) □ / told her what I thought and she got really 
snotty with me. 

snout [snaut] « the nose of some animals, e.g. 
a pig or dog. 

snow [snou] o « crystals of frozen water that 
fall from the sky in soft white flakes □ The 
trees were covered in snow. □ The snow lay thick 
on the ground. □ a snow scene, o v impers it's 
snowing snow is falling from the sky. 

snowball [’snoobod] o n a ball that children 
make from snow and throw at each other, 
o vi [work, problem] to increase more and 
more quickly in size or importance □ The 
number of violent crimes has snowballed recently. 

snow blindness n the inability to see proper¬ 
ly after looking at snow in bright sunlight 
for a long time. 

snowboarding [’snouboddig] « a sport in 
which one moves downhill on snow, stand¬ 
ing on a long, wide, plastic board. 

snowbound [’snoubaund] adj to be snowbound 
to be unable to leave a place because there 
is too much snow. 

snow-capped [-kaept] adj [mountain, peak] that 
is covered with snow at the top. 

Snowdonia [snou'dounjs] a national park in a 
mountainous part of North Wales, in the 

UK. 

snpwdrift f'snoodrift] n a deep pile of snow 
made by the wind. 

snowdrop [’snoudrop] n a small, white, bell¬ 

shaped flower that is one of the first flowers 
to appear in spring. 

snowed in [.snoud-] adj to be snowed in to be 
unable to leave a place because there is too 
much snow. 

snowed under adj to be snowed under to be 
very busy and have almost more work than 
one can cope with □ I'm snowed under with 
paperwork. 

snowfall ['snoufoil] n -1. an amount of snow 
that falls from the sky □ There have been 
heavy snowfalls in the mountains. -2. the 
amount of snow that falls in a place over a 
particular period □ Our average snowfall is 
close to 30 centimeters. 

snowflake ['snoufleik] n a piece of snow that 
falls from the sky. 

snowman ['snoumaen] (pi snowmen [-men]) n a 
large figure made out of snow, that is in¬ 
tended to look like a person, 

snow pea n a vegetable like a pea whose 
seeds and pod can be eaten, 

snowplow us, snowplough gb ['snouplau] n a 
special vehicle with a large metal blade in 
front that clears snow from roads and rail¬ 
road tracks. 

snowshoe ['snoufu:] n one of two rounded 
frames with net across them that are worn 
on one’s feet to stop one from sinking into 
deep snow. 

snowstorm ['snousto:rm] « a heavy fall of 
snow blown by strong wind, 

snow-white adj pure white. 

Snow White [.snoo'wait] a character in a fairy 
tale. Her cruel stepmother sends her to a 
forest to die, but she meets seven dwarfs 
there and lives with them, 

snowy t'snooi] (compar snowier, superl snowi¬ 
est) adj [conditions, weather] when a lot of 
snow is falling □ It's going to be snowy today. 

Snowy Mountains: the Snowy Mountains an 
area in the Australian Alps between New 
South Wales and Victoria where there are 
many ski resorts. 

SNP « abbr of Scottish National Party. 

Snr, snr abbr of senior. 

snub [snAb] (pt & pp snubbed, cont snubbing) 
o « something that is intended to insult 
somebody □ She took his late arrival as a snub, 
o vt to ignore <sb> to show that one is an¬ 
gry or upset with them, 

snuck [snAk] past tense <Sl past participle of 
sneak. 

snuff [snAf] o n tobacco in the form of pow¬ 
der that one breathes in through one’s nose. 
O vt to snuff it to die (informal and humorous 
use). 

snuffle ['snAfl] vi to make noises like sniffs, 
usually because one has a cold or is upset □ 
Blow your nose properly and stop snuffling! 

snuff movie « a pornographic movie in 
which the actors are actually killed, 

snug [snAg] (compar snugger, superl snuggest) 
adj -1. to be snug to feel warm and comfort¬ 
able □ / was feeling all snug and cosy in my pa- 
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jamas. -2. [place] that is small and makes 
people feel warm and comfortable □ This is a 
snug little bar. -3. [jacket, suit, dress] that fits 
tightly □ The shoes were a very snug fit. 

snuggle 1'snAgl] vi to move oneself into a 
warm comfortable position, usually close to 
another person □ She snuggled up to me to 
keep warm, a John snuggled under the blanket 
and went back to sleep. 

so [sou] o adv -1. used to refer back to some¬ 
thing that has already been mentioned □ 
"Have we met before?" — "I don't think so.” □ 
Are you interested in drama? If so, write to us at 
the following address... -2. so fat/tall/difficult 
etc very fat/tall/difficult etc (used with ad¬ 
jectives). ■ I was so tired (that) I went to bed 
because I was very tired, I went to bed □ 
The time went so quickly. □ I've never seen so 
many cars. □ Don't be so stupid. □ The weather 
was so hot (that) we stayed indoors. -3. so do I 
used when the previous statement also ap¬ 
plies to oneself □ "I love jazz." — "So do i. “ □ 
You're upset, and so is he. m just as..., so... used 
to compare two things, people, or situations 
□ Just as some people like to be part of a team, 
so others work better on their own. -4. used to 
ask a question about what has just been 
said □ So are you saying that the whole thing 
was a mistake? -5. used to get someone’s at¬ 
tention □ So how's work then? -6. used to 
show that one thinks something is not im¬ 
portant or serious □ So I got it all wrong, who 
cares? -7. (like) so used when the speaker is 
describing something with their hands □ 
Hold your arm out, (like) so. -8. only so much or 

many used to say that the amount of some¬ 
thing is limited □ You can only wear so many 
pairs of shoes. □ There's only so much we can do 
to help. -9. phrases so I see I can see that 
what you are saying is true □ "I've had my 
hair cut. — So I see." ■ so be it! I accept 
what you say, though I think it is wrong □ 
He said he wasn't interested, so be it I He's had 
his chance, m so he/there etc is what you have 
said is true but I had forgotten it or not no¬ 
ticed it before □ "There's a parking space.” — 
' So there is." □ "The boss has just got back." — 
So he has. ■ a week or so about a week □ / 

need to buy ten or so. ■ not so much...as... 
used to correct a statement or opinion, or to 
make it more precise o The problem isn't so 
much the money, it's the time involved, 

o excl so (what)! used to show that the 
speaker does not think something is serious 
or important (informal use) □ "She said you 
were rude to her." — "So what?" 

o conj = so that □ I'm away next week, so I 
can't come. □ He'd seen a photograph of her, 
(and) so he recognized her right away. 

♦ so as to conj used to show the reason why 
something has been done □ We sold it so as 
to raise money. 

♦ so that conj -1. used to give the reason 
why something is done □ / left the light on so 
that people would think I was in. -2. used to 
show the result of an action or situation □ 
Some of the audience started shouting, so that 
you couldn't hear the actors. 

SO abbr of standing order. 

soak [souk] o vt -1. to leave <sthg> in water 
for a long period of time □ Soak the prunes 
overnight. -2. to make <sthg> very wet □ The 
bandage was soaked with blood, o vi -1. to 
leave sthg to soak, to let sthg soak to leave 
sthg in water for a long period of time, es¬ 
pecially in order to clean it □ Leave the shirt 
to soak overnight. -2. to soak through/into sthg 
[water, blood] to spread through/into sthg 
through the small holes in its surface □ The 
water had soaked right through the carpet. 

♦ soak up vt sep to soak sthg up [water, blood] 
to absorb sthg □ Use the bread to soak up the 
sauce. 

soaked [soukt] adj [person, clothes] very wet □ / 
got absolutely soaked walking home. ■ to be 
soaked through [person, clothes] to be com¬ 
pletely wet. 

soaking ['soukig] o adj to be soaking [person, 
clothes] to be very wet □ By the time I got 
home I was soaking, o adv to be soaking wet 
to be very wet. 

SO-and-SO n (informal use) -1. a word used in¬ 
stead of a name that one has forgotten or as 
an example of a particular group of people 
or things □ What would Mr and Mrs So-and-so 
from up the road say to that? -2. an irritating 
person □ He's an arrogant little so-and-so. 

soap [soup] on-1. a substance, usually solid 
when dry, that is used for washing oneself 
and one’s clothes □ a bar of soap □ I've got 
soap in my eyes. □ liquid soap. -2. tv = soap 
opera, o vt [hair, body] to rub soap into 
<sthg> to wash it. 

soap bubble n a bubble made from soap and 
water. 

soap dish n a small container for soap in a 
bathroom. 

soap flakes npl small pieces of soap used for 
washing clothes. 

soap opera n a television serial that does not 
have a fixed number of episodes and that 
deals with the everyday lives of a group of 
characters. 

soap powder n GB soap in the form of pow¬ 
der used for washing clothes. 

soapsuds ['soupsAdz] npl a mass of tiny bub¬ 
bles formed when soap is mixed with wa¬ 
ter. 

soapy ['soupi] {compar soapier, superl soapiest) 
adj -1. [water, surface] that is full of soap. 
-2. [taste, texture] that is like soap. 

soar [so:r] vi -1. [bird] to fly high in the sky 
without moving its wings □ The eagle soared 
high In the sky. -2. [balloon, kite, rocket] to rise 
quickly into the air □ We watched the rocket 
soar up into the sky. -3. [price, temperature] to 
increase very quickly to a high level □ Tem¬ 
peratures soared into the 90s. □ Profits soared 
again last quarter. -4. [mountain, building] to be 
very tall and impressive (literary use) □ ' Red¬ 
wood trees soared above us. -5. [music, voice] to 
be high in pitch so that it is clearly heard 
above other voices or instruments □ Her 
voice soared above the rest of the choir. 
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soaring ['soirirj] adj -1. [price, temperature] that 
is increasing very quickly □ Soaring prices 
have kept shoppers at home this month. -2. 
[building, cliff] that is very tall and impressive 
□ a soaring skyscraper. 

sob [sob] (j?t & pp> sobbed, com sobbing) o « 
the sound somebody makes when they are 
crying loudly with short sudden bursts □ 
"But I can't," she said with a sob. o vt to say 
<sthg> with a sob □ "They've gone!" he 
sobbed, o vi to cry loudly and in short sud¬ 
den bursts □ / found her sobbing in her room. 

sobbing ['sobiij] n the act or sound of some¬ 
body who is crying loudly with short sud¬ 
den bursts. 

sober [’soub3r] adj -1. to be sober not to be 
drunk □ / don't think he was sober. -2. [person] 

who is serious and sensible □ a very sober, 
moral sort of man. -3. [color, clothes] that 
seems plain and slighdy dull □ He was 
dressed in a sober gray suit. 

♦ sober up vi [person] to gradually become 
sober after being drunk. 

sobering ['soubarig] adj [thought, experience] 

that makes one think seriously about some¬ 
thing important □ It is sobering to be reminded 
of how dangerous cars can be. 

sobriety [sa'braiati] n serious and sensible be¬ 
havior (formal use). 

Soc. abbr of Society. 

so-called f-'koild] adj a word used to describe 
something that one thinks is different from 
what its name suggests □ my so-called friend. 

soccer ['snks1"] n a game played between two 
teams of 11 players who kick a ball around 
a piece of ground with a goal at each end. 
The aim is to kick the ball into the oppo¬ 
nents’ goal o a soccer match/team. 

sociable ['soufabl] adj [person] who is friendly 
and likes being with people □ I'm not feeling 
very sociable tonight. □ Come downstairs and be 
sociable for a change! 

'social 1'soujl] adj -1. [problem, condition, struc¬ 

ture] that is connected with human society 
and the way it is organized; [class, status, 

background] that is connected with the posi¬ 
tion one has in society □ demands for social 
and economic change □ She gave in to social 
pressure and quit smoking. □ a family of high so¬ 
cial standing. -2. social drinking drinking for 
pleasure with friends. -3. [animal, insect] that 
lives in groups □ Ants are social insects. 

Social and Liberal Democratic Party n in 
Britain, a moderate political party founded 
in 1988. 

Social Chapter n the Social Chapter a section 
of the Maastricht Treaty on European eco¬ 
nomic and political union that concerns the 
rights of workers, old people, and the 
unemployed. 

social climber n a person who tries to make 
friends with and be accepted by people 
from higher social classes (disapproving use), 

social club n a club where people can meet, 
drink, play sports etc. 

social conscience « a concern for and desire 
to help people who are poor, old, ill etc. 

social democracy n a political system that 
supports social justice and equality in a capi¬ 
talist economic system; a country that is run 
by this system. 

social event « -1. an event that is held to en¬ 
tertain the members of a company or other 
organization. -2. a party, sports event etc 
that is important to a particular group of so¬ 
ciety □ It was the social event of the year. 

social fund n in Britain, an amount of money 
used by the state to iend money to people 
who are very poor. 

Socialism ['soojslizm] n the political belief 
that the state should control business and 
industry so that everybody can benefit from 
a country’s wealth. 
NOTE: Compare capitalism. Communism. 

Socialist ['soujahst] o « a person who sup¬ 
ports socialism, o adj\ a Socialist government/ 
policy. 

socialite ['soojslait] « a person who is well- 
known because they go to a lot of parties 
with rich or famous people, 

socialize, -ise fsoufglaiz] vi to spend time 
with other people for pleasure □ / don't social¬ 
ize with the people I work with. 

socialized medicine [.soujslaizd-] « medical 
care provided by the state, 

social life « activities in which one enjoys 
oneself with other people, usually by going 
out to meet them, e.g. at parties or clubs □ 
He doesn't have much of a social life. □ Social life 
is important in Spanish culture. 

socially ['soufali] adv -1. from the point of 
view of society □ That kind of behavior is not 
really socially acceptable. -2. [meet, visit] for 
pleasure, not as part of one’s work □ / only 
know them socially. 

social order n the way in which society is or¬ 
ganized in a particular place □ The party aims 
to establish a new social order. 

social science n the scientific study of people 
in society; a subject, e.g. economics, politics, 
sociology, or history, that is part of this kind 
of study. 

social security « GB money paid by a govern¬ 
ment to people who are unemployed, ill etc 
□ social security benefits □ / spent three months 
on social security before I found a job. 

♦ Social Security « a US government pro¬ 
gram that pays money to people who have 
retired. 

social services npl the services provided by a 
government to help and give advice to peo¬ 
ple who have problems with money, their 
health, family etc □ You should speak to your 
local social services department. 

social studies npl a subject taught in schools 
that includes politics and sociology, 

social work n work that is done by the social 
services. 

social worker n a person who works in the 
social services with people who need help. 
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society [sa'saiati] (pi societies) n -1. people in 
general when considered as an organized 
group □ They want equal status in society. □ You 
are a danger to society. -2. a large group of 
people with the same customs, nationality, 
religion etc □ an industrial/a multiracial society. 
-3. an organized group of people with simi¬ 
lar interests or aims □ a film/debating society. 

Society of Friends n the Society of Friends 
another name for the Quakers (formal use), 

socioeconomic [,sousioui:k3'nDmik] adj [policy, 
group] that is connected with the economic 
conditions of groups in society, 

sociological [,sousj3'k>d3ikl] adj [research, issue, 
differences! that is connected with sociology, 

sociologist fsousi'oladsast] « an expert in or 
student of sociology. 

sociology [,sousi'Dtad3i] tt the scientific study 
of human society and the behavior of peo¬ 
ple in large groups. 

sock [st)k] n a piece of clothing which covers 
the foot and ankle and is made of wool, ny¬ 
lon etc □ a pair of socks. 

socket 1'sDkat] n -1. electricity a device with 
holes which is fixed to a wall and which 
the plug of an electrical device can be fitted 
into in order to connect it to the electricity 
supply. -2. anatomy [of a shoulder, hip bone] a 
hole or hollow place in a bone which the 
end of another bone fits into; [of an eye] one 
of the two hollow spaces in the head where 
the eyes are. 

Socrates ['sDkratirz] (470-399 BC) a Greek phi¬ 
losopher who taught his ideas using a series 
of questions and answers, 

sod [sod] n -1. a piece of earth with grass on 
it, usually when cut from the ground. -2.v 
GB an unpleasant and annoying person (very 
informal use) □ You stupid sod! 

soda ['souda] n -1. chemistry a compound of 
sodium used for cleaning or cooking. -2. = 
soda water. -3. US a sweet drink with bub¬ 
bles of gas □ a lime soda. 

soda siphon n a special bottle for making 
soda water and adding it to drinks, 

soda water n water that has been sweetened 
and made fizzy, used for mixing with other 
drinks □ soda and lime □ a scotch and soda. 

sodden ['sDdn] adj [clothes, earth] very wet. 
sodium ['soudiam] n a silver-white metal 

chemical element found in compounds such 
as salt. SYMBOL: Na. 

sofa 1'soofa] n a piece of furniture for two or 
more people to sit on that has a back and 
arms and is padded with cushions or soft 
material. 

sofa bed n a sofa that is designed to be made 
easily into a bed. 

soft [soft] adj -1. [metal, wood, cheese] that is 
less hard than normal □ The soil was soft and 
easy to dig. -2. [bed, cushion] that changes 
shape easily when pressed □ This pillow's nice 
and soft. -3. [wool, skin, hair] that is smooth 
and pleasant to touch a the soft touch of her 
hands. -4. [wind, knock, blow] that is gende 
and involves little force or violence □ The air¬ 

plane made a soft landing. -5. [sound, voice, mu¬ 

sic] that is not loud and is often pleasant to 
listen to □ "He’s asleep," said Louise in a soft 
voice. -6. [light, color, glow] that is not bright □ 
soft pastel shades. -7. [teacher, boss] that al¬ 
lows other people too much freedom and is 
not strict enough when they do something 
bad □ She's too soft with her children. □ The 
President was accused of being soft on crime. 

softball ['softbail] n a game like baseball 
played with a larger, softer ball, 

soft-boiled adj a soft-boiled egg an egg that is 
boiled so that the white part is hard but the 
yellow part is still liquid, 

soft drink tt a cold sweet drink that contains 
no alcohol, usually sold in bottles or cans, 

soft drugs npl drugs, e.g. cannabis, that are 
not known to be harmful or addictive. 
NOTE: Compare hard drugs, 

soften ['sDfn] o vt -1. [metal, soil, fabric] to 
make <sthg> softer. -2. [blow, effect, impact] 

to make <sthg> seem less serious or worry¬ 
ing □ The government cut taxes to soften the ef¬ 
fect of price increases. -3. to soften one's atti¬ 
tude to become less critical or severe □ There 
are signs that they are softening their stance on 
the dispute over fishing rights, 
o vi -1. [metal, butter, fabric] to become soft a 

Leave the ice cream out of the fridge to soften. 
-2. [person, attitude] to become less critical or 
severe □ "Oh, I suppose you can come, " he said, 
softening a little. -3. [eyes, voice, expression] to 
become gentler and more friendly □ Susan's 
face softened as she looked at the sleeping child. 

♦ soften up vt sep> to soften sb up to be pleas¬ 
ant to sb so that they will be more likely to 
agree to something (informal use) □ Look, buy 
him a couple of drinks to soften him up, then ask 
him for the money. 

soft focus n in soft focus photographed or 
filmed in a way that makes all the lines less 
clear, usually in order to make somebody or 
something more attractive, 

soft furnishings npl GB a collective term for 
curtains, cushions, mats, seat covers etc. 

softhearted [,st>ft'ha:rt3d] adj [person] who is 
kind, sympathetic, and quick to forgive peo¬ 
ple. 

softly [’sDftli] adv [knock, speak, glow] see soft, 

softness ['snftnas] n [of a metal, bed, skin etc] 
see soft. 

soft-pedal vi to give less emphasis or atten¬ 
tion to something because it has become 
difficult or embarrassing (informal use), 

soft sell n the soft sell a way of selling things 
by gently persuading people to buy them ra¬ 
ther than by using a lot of pressure, 

soft-spoken adj [person] who talks in a quiet, 
gentle, pleasant voice. 

soft toy n a soft furry or woolen toy, e.g. a 
teddy bear. 

software ['softwea'] n the programs that are 
used in a computer to do particular jobs □ 
word-processing software □ a software designer/ 
company. 

NOTE: Compare hardware. 
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software package n a complete set of com¬ 
puter programs designed to carry out a par¬ 
ticular task, such as word processing, 

softwood ['softwud] n wood from trees such 
as pine and fir which grow quickly and are 
cheap and easy to cut. 

softy ['sDfti] (pi softies) n -1. a weak person 
who cries and complains too easily (informal 
and disapproving use). -2. a sensitive person 
who is easily persuaded to do things by oth¬ 
er people (informal use). 

soggy 1'sDgi] (compar soggier, superl soggiest) 
adj (ground, clothes, food] that is soft and wet 
in an unpleasant way. 

Soho ['souhou] an area of central London con¬ 
taining many restaurants, bars, and night¬ 
clubs. 

SoHo [‘soohou] a fashionable area of Manhat¬ 
tan, New York City, containing many shops 
and restaurants. 

soil [soil] On-1. the top layer of earth that 
plants grow in □ The soil should be kept moist. 
-2. the land that belongs to a particular 
country or area (formal use) □ We were back 
on British soil, o vt (clothes, hands] to make 
<sthg> dirty, especially with urine or feces, 

soiled [solid] adj [clothes, sheets, goods] dirty □ 
soiled bedding. 

solace ['solos] n a feeling of comfort and relief 
from sadness, pain, disappointment etc; a 
person or thing that causes this feeling (for¬ 
mal use) □ / found some solace in my books. 

solar ['soulor] adj -1. [heat, radiation] that is pro¬ 
duced by the sun. -2. solar energy energy 
that is produced by the sun in the form of 
light and heat. 

solarium [US sa'lseriam, GB -'leor-] (pi solariums 
or solaria [-ia]) n a room with sunbeds where 
people can go to get an artificial suntan, 

solar panel « a device, e.g. on a roof or 
spacecraft, that uses the sun’s energy to pro¬ 
duce electricity. 

solar plexus [-'pleksas] n the part of the body 
below the chest and above the stomach, 

solar system n the sun and all the planets, 
comets etc that move around it. 

sold [sould] past tense 62 past participle of sell, 

solder [US 'sDdar, GB 'soldo] o « a soft mixture 
of metals, usually tin and lead, that melts 
easily and is used for joining metals or wires 
together, o vt to join <two metals, electrical 
parts> etc together using solder, 

soldering iron [us 'sDdang-, gb 'soldanp-] n an 
electrical device for melting solder and join¬ 
ing metals together. 

soldier ['sould3or] n a member of an army, es¬ 
pecially one who is not an officer. 

♦ soldier on vi GB to keep working at some¬ 
thing although it is difficult or unpleasant, 

sold out adj [performance, theater, concert] for 
which all the tickets have been sold □ Tick¬ 
ets for tonight are sold out. 

sole [soul] (pi sense 2 only sole or soles) o adj 
-1. the sole reason/survivor etc the only rea¬ 
son/survivor etc □ He was the sole inheritor. 

-2. to have sole ownership/responsibility etc 
to be the only person who owns/is respon¬ 
sible for etc something □ We have sole rights 
on the invention, o « -l. the bottom part of 
one’s foot; the part of a shoe, sock etc that 
covers this □ shoes designed to support the 
soles of the feet p rubber soles. -2. a flat sea 
fish with white flesh, used as food. 

solely ['soulli] adv [responsible, concerned] only 
□ This is solely a matter for the directors. 

solemn [‘sDbm] adj -1. [person, face, voice] that 
is serious and shows no humor □ Sam looked 
very solemn when he came back into the room. 
-2. [promise, agreement, declaration] that one 
makes in a very serious and sincere way □ 
They stood before the priest, exchanging solemn 
vows. -3. [occasion, ceremony, music] very seri¬ 
ous, grand, and impressive □ on this important 
and solemn occasion. 

solemnly ['sDlamli] adv [speak, promise] see sol¬ 
emn. 

sole owner us, sole trader gb « a person 
who owns and runs a business alone and is 
the only person responsible for its debts. 

solicit [sa'lisat] o vt [money, help, opinions] to 
ask for <sthg> (formal use), o vi [prostitute] to 
approach people in a public place and offer 
to have sex with them for money a She was 
arrested for soliciting. 

solicitor [sa'lisatal n GB & AUS a lawyer who 
prepares legal documents, gives advice, and 
appears for their clients in some types of 
court. 

solicitous [sa'lisatas] adj (formal use) -1. [person] 
who is kind, caring, and wants to help □ 
"Shall I help you up?" asked Clive, in solicitous 
tones. -2. solicitous of or for sthg interested 
in and anxious about sthg □ He enquired after 
my mother, most solicitous of her health. 

solid ['sdad] o adj -1. [food, mixture] that is not 
a liquid or gas; [rock, layer] that is firm, hard, 
and made of dense material □ The milk has 
frozen solid. □ / could feel something solid at the 
bottom of the bag. -2. [tire, ball, shape] that is 
not hollow but is filled with some material. 
-3. [gold, wood] that is not mixed with any 
other substance; [blue, green] that is the same 
color all over a particular area □ a solid-silver 
teapot. -4. [building, foundations] that is strong¬ 
ly made and is unlikely to break or fall 
down; [support, relationship, basis] that has 
been developed over a long time and is 
therefore unlikely to change or fail; [grip, 

push] strong and firm □ Those walls look solid 
enough. □ This year's sales provide a solid base 
for future expansion. □ It's hardly as if your rela¬ 
tionship is solid, is it? -5. [person, company] that 
is known to be reliable, trustworthy, and re¬ 
spectable o a good solid worker. -6. [work, ad¬ 

vice, experience] that is practical, useful, and 
carefully done or considered; [evidence, rea¬ 

soning] that is real, definite, and convincing 
because it is based on facts rather than be¬ 
liefs or wishes □ He gave me some very solid 
advice about careers. □ We need some solid facts 
on which to base our decision. -7. [crowd, wall] 

without breaks, gaps, or spaces; [hours, days] 
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without breaks or pauses □ a solid yellow line 
at the side of the road o We worked for two 
hours solid or two solid hours, 
o adv to be packed solid [stadium, suitcase] to 
be filled so completely that there is no room 
left. 
On a substance that is solid and not a liq¬ 
uid or gas. 

♦ solids nyl food that is solid and is not like 
milk, soup etc □ Is the baby taking solids yet? 

solidarity [.sDb'daersti] « support shown by 
one group of people for another group who 
have similar concerns □ Miners showed soli¬ 
darity with the nurses by going on strike too. 

solid fuel n a fuel that is a solid substance, 
e.g. coal, wood etc rather than oil or gas □ a 
solid-fuel heating system. 

solidify [sa'lidsfai] (pt & yy solidified) vi [paint, 

cement) to become solid or hard. 

solidly ['sDladli] adv -1. [vote, support] with 
everybody agreeing □ The board is solidly in fa¬ 
vor of the offer. -2. [talk, walk] continuously 
and without stopping □ We worked solidly for 
six hours. -3. [built, based, researched] see solid 
□ a solidly-reasoned argument. 

soliloquy [ss'lilakwi] (pi soliloquies) n a speech 
in a play in which a character speaks their 
private thoughts aloud to the audience. 

solitaire ['solateaq « -1. us a card game for 
one person. -2. a game for one person in 
which pegs or marbles are moved over each 
other on a board and removed. The aim is 
to be left with only one peg or marble at 
the end. -3. a single jewel, especially a dia¬ 
mond; a ring with this kind of jewel. 

solitary [US 'sDlateri, GB -tori] adj -1. [walk, life, 

occupation] that is done by one person □ Be¬ 
ing a photographer is a very solitary occupation. 
-2. [person] who spends a lot of time alone, 
usually because they prefer it; [place, street] 

with no or few people in it □ a solitary, unso¬ 
ciable sort of man □ She walked through the soli¬ 
tary square. -3. a solitary person/thing the 
only person/thing in a particular place □ A 
solitary figure stood on the shore. 

solitary confinement n a kind of punishment 
in which a prisoner is kept locked up alone 
so that they cannot speak to other people. 

solitude ['sDbthud] n the state of being alone, 
especially when this is peaceful and enjoy¬ 
able □ a need for solitude. 

solo [’soulou] (pi solos) o adj -1. music [pas¬ 

sage, piece] that is performed alone without 
any other instruments or voices □ a solo per¬ 
formance □ music for solo violin. -2. [attempt, 

flight] that is done by one person alone □ a 
solo voyage around the world, o adv -1. music 
[play, sing] / enjoy performing solo. -2. [fly, climb] 

He was the first person to sail solo across the At¬ 
lantic. o n music a piece of music that is per¬ 
formed by a single instrument or singer □ a 
violin/guitar solo. 

soloist ['soulouast] n a person who performs a 
musical solo. 

Solomon ['sDlamsn] in the Bible, a king of Is¬ 

rael in the 10th century BC who was very 
wise. 

Solomon Islands: the Solomon Islands a 
group of islands in the southwest Pacific 
Ocean. The western islands are part of Pa¬ 
pua New Guinea and the eastern islands are 
an independent state, size: 30,000 sq kms. 
population: 300,000 (Solomon Islanders), capi¬ 

tal: Honiara, language: English, currency: 

Solomon Islands dollar. 

solstice [’sDlstas] n the longest or shortest day 
of the year, when the sun is farthest from 
the equator □ the summer/winter solstice. 

soluble ['sDljabl] adj -1. [substance] that can 
dissolve in water or in another liquid □ Are 
these aspirin soluble? -2. [problem, crime, mys¬ 

tery] that can be solved (formal use). 

solution [sa'luijn] « -1. [to a problem, crisis] a 
way of dealing with a difficult situation so 
that it is no longer a problem □ We are look¬ 
ing for a solution to our financial difficulties. -2. 
[to an equation, crime, mystery] an answer or 
explanation to something □ the solution to a 
crossword puzzle. -3. a liquid in which a solid 
or gas is dissolved □ a copper sulfate solution □ 
a solution of salt and water. 

solve [sdIv] vt [crime, mystery] to find a solu¬ 
tion to <a problem or question> □ Getting all 
worked up isn't going to solve anything. 

solvency ['solvansi] n finance [of a person, com¬ 

pany] see solvent. 

solvent ['sDlvant] o adj finance [company, or¬ 

ganization] that has enough money to pay its 
debts □ Despite the recession we are still sol¬ 
vent. On a liquid that can dissolve other 
substances. 

solvent abuse n the activity of using glues, 
polishes etc as drugs by breathing in their 
fumes to experience feelings of pleasure and 
excitement (formal use). 

Solzhenitsyn [us ,sool33'nits3n, gb ,sd1-], Alex¬ 
ander (1918- ) a Russian writer whose 
books, such as The Gulag Archipelago, criticized 
Stalinist Russia. 

Som. abbr of Somerset. 

Somali [US sou'madi, GB so-] n & adj: see So¬ 
malia. 

Somalia [US sou'maiha, GB sa-] a country in 
East Africa, on the Indian Ocean north of 
Kenya, size: 638,000 sq kms (including So¬ 
maliland). population: 9,500,000 (Somalis). 
capital: Mogadishu, language: Somali, cur¬ 
rency: Somali shilling. 

Somaliland [us sou'mculikend, GB sa-] -1. a re¬ 
gion of northwestern Somalia that declared 
its independence as the Republic of Somali¬ 
land in 1991, but has not been officially rec¬ 
ognized by other countries. -2. the old name 
for a region of East Africa that covers Soma- 
lia, Djibouti, and part of Ethiopia. 

somber us, sombre GB ['sDmbar] adj -1. 
[person, mood, event] that seems sad and seri¬ 
ous. -2. [color, room, clouds] that looks dark 
and dull. 

some [stressed saiti, unstressed sam] o adj -1. 
used to refer to an amount or number that 
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is not stated exactly. ■ I have some milk used 
with uncountable nouns □ The leaflet has 
some information on things to do in the area. □ 
Would you like some coffee? • I have some 
flowers used with plural nouns □ There are 
some tomatoes in the fridge. □ We're having 
some problems with the fax machine. -2. some 
time/years a fairly large amount of time/ 
number of years □ We've known each other for 
some months now. □ / had some difficulty getting 
in touch with him. -3. used to refer to a certain 
group of people or things □ Some people find 
it hard to cope with stress, while others enjoy it. 
-4. used with singular countable nouns to 
refer to a person or thing without being pre¬ 
cise □ The first prize was won by some taxi-driver 
or other in London. □ At some point you'll need to 
take a break. □ There must be some mistake. 
-5. used to show that one thinks somebody 
or something is very good (informal use) □ 
He's some dancer! -6. used to show that one 
thinks somebody or something is not very 
good (informal use) □ Some party! ■ some help 
you are! you are not being very helpful! 
o prott -1. used to refer to an amount that is 
not stated exactly a "Coffee?" — “No thanks, 
I've just had some. “ □ Can I have some? □ Some 
of the money will be spent on improving the facil¬ 
ities. -2. used to refer to a number that is not 
stated exactly □ If there are any copies left, can 
I have some? □ Some of the guests left early, m 
some say... some people say... □ Some believe 
that Elvis is still alive. 
o adv approximately □ some ten years ago. 

somebody I'sAmbadi] o pron used to refer to 
a person when one does not know exactly 
who the person is, or when one does not 
want to be precise □ Somebody called when 
you were out. □ There was somebody standing 
outside the house. ■ somebody else another 
person □ / don't know, ask somebody else, o n 
an important person □ He really thinks he's 
somebody. 

someday ['sAmdei] adv at some time in the 
future that is still unknown or undecided □ / 
hope to see him again someday soon. 

somehow ['sAmhao] adv -1. used to show that 
one does not know how something happens 
□ Somehow I slipped and hurt my foot. -2. some¬ 
how,... for a reason that is not known □ 
Somehow, things don't seem the same. 

someone [‘sAmwAn] proti = somebody. 

someplace ['sAmpleis] adv US = somewhere. 

somersault ['sAma'soilt] o n to do a somer¬ 
sault to turn completely once by rolling for¬ 
ward or backward on the ground or in the 
air □ She did a backward somersault, o vi to do 
one or more somersaults □ The car somer¬ 
saulted down the slope. 

Somerset ['sAni3rset] a county in south¬ 
western England, size: 3,451 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 452,300. administrative center: Taunton. 

something ['sAmGir)] o pron -1. used to refer 
to a thing when one does not know exactly 
what it is, or when one does not want to be 
precise □ Excuse me, you've dropped something. 
□ Would you like something to eat? □ There's 

something not quite right here, m something else 
another thing □ Something else is worrying me. 
■ or something used when one cannot re¬ 
member a fact exactly, or to refer to another 
thing that is similar to what one has just 
mentioned □ She's a creative director or some¬ 
thing. □ We could have spaghetti or something 
for lunch. -2. that's something a phrase used 
to say that something is good or useful in a 
small way □ "I've got $20." — "Well, that's 
something at least." □ There's something in what 
you say. -3. phrases that's really something! 
that's very impressive! ■ to be something of 
a poet/mathematician to be good as a poet/ 
mathematician without being one profes¬ 
sionally. 

o adv something like or something in the re¬ 
gion of a hundred approximately a hundred a 
There were something like fifty people there. 

sometime [’sAmtaim] o adj used to refer to 
the job, position etc that somebody once 
had but that they no longer hold □ Herbert 
Smith, sometime professor of physics at Harvard, 
o adv used to refer to a time in the future or 
in the past that one does not know □ / hope 
we'll meet again sometime. □ I'll see you some¬ 
time next week. □ sometime in 1945. 

sometimes ['sAmtaimz] adv on some occa¬ 
sions, but not always □ Sometimes we're very 
busy, whereas at other times it's quiet. □ We 
sometimes eat outside when it's warm enough. □ 
Sometimes I wish we'd never left England. □ Har¬ 
ry can be very obstinate sometimes. 

someway ['sAmwei] adv somehow, 

somewhat 1'sAmwDt] adv somewhat young/ 
strange rather young/strange □ The quality of 
the wine is somewhat poorer than usual. 

somewhere ['sAmwes'] adv -1. used to refer to 
a place that one does not know, or that one 
does not want to state exactly □ They live 
somewhere near here. □ / know my glasses are 
here somewhere. ■ somewhere else in or to 
another place □ Let's go somewhere else this 
year. □ If this hotel is full, we can always try 
somewhere else. -2. somewhere between five 
and ten between five and ten. ■ somewhere 
around or in the region of a hundred approxi¬ 
mately a hundred □ The cathedral was started 
somewhere around 1050. -3. phrase to be get¬ 
ting somewhere to be making progress □ At 
last we're getting somewhere. 

son [saii] n somebody’s male child □ This is my 
son. □ He has two sons and a daughter. 

sonar ['souna:r] « an apparatus or system used 
on ships to measure sea depths or to find 
underwater objects by using sound waves, 

sonata [sa'naita] n a piece of classical music, 
usually in four parts, for piano or for piano 
and one other instrument, 

song [sdq] « -1. a short piece of music with 
words □ Sing us a song! □ a pop/folk/love song, 
m for a song [buy, sell, get] cheaply (informal 
use) □ We bought this old sofa for a song. ■ to 
make a song and dance about sthg to get too 
angry or excited about sthg (informal use) □ 
There's no need to make such a song and dance 
about it. -2. the act of singing □ They suddenly 
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burst into song. -3. the pleasant and musical 
sounds made by some lands of bird, 

songbook ['sDqbok] « a book of songs, 

sonic ['sDnik] adj [probe, test] using sound or 
sound waves. 

sonic boom « the loud noise like an explo¬ 
sion that is made by an airplane when it 
flies faster than the speed of sound, 

son-in-law {pi sons-in-law or son-in-laws) n 
the husband of one’s daughter, 

sonnet ['srmat] n a poem with 14 lines which 
contains a particular sequence of rhymes, 

sonny f'sAni] n a word used to talk to a boy 
or young man who is much younger than 
one (old-fashioned use). 

soon [su:n] adv -1. used to refer to a time in 
the future that is near □ The ambulance will be 
here soon. □ He will soon realize his mistake. 
-2. early □ How soon can you finish it? o / spoke 
too soon. ■ as soon as I find out immediately 
after I find out □ I'll let you know as soon as 
anything happens. □ As soon as she saw what 
had happened, she ran for the door. ■ as soon as 

possible at the earliest possible time □ She 
asked you to call back as soon as possible be¬ 
cause it was urgent. -3. phrase I'd just as soon 

stay at home I would prefer to stay at home, 

sooner ['su:n3r] adv -1. earlier □ They arrived 
sooner than I expected. ■ no sooner... than... a 
phrase used to say that one thing happened 
immediately after something else □ No soon¬ 
er had I sat down than the phone rang. ■ sooner 

or later a phrase used to say that something 
is definitely going to happen in the future 
but one cannot be sure when □ She's sure to 
find out sooner or later. ■ the sooner the better 

a phrase used to say that it would be better 
for something to happen soon rather than 
later □ "When shall we leave?" — “Well, the 
sooner the better, really." -2. I would sooner... I 

would prefer to... □ "Do you want to come 
with us?" — "I'd sooner stay at home, if you 
don't mind." 

soot [sut] « the black powder produced by 
burning coal or wood. 

soothe [su:d] vt -1. [pain, ache, muscles] to 
make <sthg> less painful □ a cream to soothe 
sunburned skin. -2. [person, fear, worry] to calm 
<sb/sthg> □ Poor Lilian was left trying to soothe 
everybody's feelings after her husband's outburst. 

soothing ['suidir)] adj [ointment, cream, words] 

that soothes □ There, there," said Fiona in a 
soothing voice. 

sooty ['suti] {compar sootier, superl sootiest) 
adj [face, window] that is covered with soot, 

sop [sop] n something small and of little value 
offered to somebody who is dissatisfied, to 
stop them complaining (disapproving use) □ 
They promised to tighten up safety procedures as 
a sop to their critics. 

sophisticated [sa'fistokeitod] adj -1. [person, 

dress, taste] that shows knowledge about 
what is stylish and fashionable □ a sophisti¬ 
cated young woman. -2. [reader, electorate, dis¬ 

cussion] that is intelligent and well-informed, 
and shows an ability to understand compli¬ 

cated matters □ You must understand that you 
are dealing with an extremely sophisticated audi¬ 
ence. -3. [machine, weapon, process] that is 
technologically advanced and complicated □ 
a sophisticated new missile launcher. 

sophistication [ss.fists'keijn] n [of taste, a read¬ 
er, machine] see sophisticated. 

Sophocles ['sDfskliiz] (495-406 BC) a Greek 
writer whose best-known works are the 
tragedies Oedipus Rex and Antigone. 

sophomore ['sDf3mo:r] n US a student in their 
second year of a US college, university, or 
high school. 

soporific fisDps'rifik] adj [drug, music] that 
makes one feel sleepy. 

sopping ['srrpir)] o adj [coat, shoes] very wet. 
o adv sopping wet very wet. 

soppy 1'sDpi] {compar soppier, superl soppiest) 
adj [person, book] that seems emotional and 
sentimental in a silly way (informal and disap¬ 
proving use). 

soprano [US ss'pramou, GB -'pra:n-] (pi sopra¬ 
nos) n a woman or girl whose voice can 
reach the highest notes that people can sing; 
the voice of such a singer, 

sorbet [US 'soirbat, GB 'soibei] n a cold sweet 
dish made from frozen fruit juice and some¬ 
times egg white and sugar □ lemon sorbet. 

sorcerer ['so:rsar3r] n a magician who uses evil 
spirits to make things happen, 

sordid ['so:rdad] adj -1. [desires, thoughts, behav¬ 
ior] that one finds selfish, dishonest, and im¬ 
moral □ / don’t want to know about your sordid 
affairs! -2. [room, town] that looks dirty 
and unpleasant □ some sordid little bar in 
Soho. 

sore [so:r] o adj -1. [arm, feet] that feels pain¬ 
ful because of a wound, infection, or too 
much use a / was sore all over after the game. □ 
The patient was complaining of a sore throat and 
a temperature. ■ a sore point a subject that 
makes somebody feel angry or embarrassed 
whenever people mention it □ Don't ask them 
about the vacation — it’s a sore point at the mo¬ 
ment. -2. to be sore to be angry because 
somebody has treated one badly or unfairly 
(informal use) □ / hope you're not still sore at 
me? -3. to be in sore need of sthg to need 
sthg urgently □ Those shoes are in sore need of 
repairing. □ / was in sore need of a drink, 

o n medicine a painful place on the body 
where the skin is infected. 

sorely [ so:rli] adv sorely needed/disappointed 
etc very much needed/very disappointed etc 
□ / was sorely tempted to hit him. □ Your pres¬ 
ence at the dinner will be sorely missed. 

sorority [sa’rorsti] {pi sororities) « in the USA, 
a club for women students at a university, 
usually for students who live in the same 
building; see box at fraternity. 

sorrow ['stirou] n a feeling of great sadness, 
e.g. because somebody has died or because 
one has done something that hurts other 
people; something that causes this feeling □ 
It is with great sorrow that I must tell you... □ a 
feeling of sorrow □ the sorrows of this life. 
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sorrowful [’sorafl] adj [person, look] showing 
sorrow; (event, day, news] causing sorrow (lit¬ 
erary use). 

sorry ['son] (compar sorrier, superl sorriest) 

o adj -1. a word used to apologize for 
something one has said or done □ I'm sorry if 
I'm disturbing you. □ She'll probably forgive you if 
you say you're sorry. □ I'm sorry about the dent in 
your car. □ I'm sorry to bother you. □ I'm sorry 
(that) I got angry with you. □ He seemed truly sor¬ 
ry for what he had done. -2. a word used to 
show one’s disappointment at something 
that has been said or done □ / was sorry to 
hear that Tom's leaving. □ I'm only sorry (that) 
you can't be there. -3. a word used to show 
one wishes something had not happened, or 
when giving bad news □ "Can I speak to 
Melinda?" — "I'm sorry, she's out of the office at 
present. ” □ I'm sorry (that) I ever agreed to help. 
□ I'm sorry to have to announce the death of 
Simon Pearson. -4. a word used to show sym¬ 
pathy or pity for somebody, especially when 
something bad has happened □ "My sister 
died yesterday." — “I'm so sorry." □ I'm really 
sorry that you've split up. □ You can't help feeling 
sorry for Joan, m to feel sorry for oneself to feel 
unhappy because one thinks that one has 
been badly treated (disapproving use) □ Stop 
sitting there feeling sorry for yourself and go and 
do something about it! -5. a word used to 
show polite disagreement or refusal □ I'm 
sorry, but I think that should be 1991. □ "Can you 
come out tonight?" — "I'm sorry, I can't." -6. to 

be in a sorry state to be in very bad condi¬ 
tion □ My clothes were in a very sorry state by 
the time I got home. 
o excl -1. a word used to apologize for 
something one has said or done □ Sorry! I 
didn't see you there. -2. a word used to ask 
somebody to say something again because 
one did not hear it the first time □ Sorry? I 
didn't catch what you said. -3. a word used to 
interrupt and correct oneself or somebody 
else □ He was a farmer, sorry, a farm worker. □ 
Sorry, can I say something here? 

sort [so:rt] o n -1. a kind, type, or group of 
things that have similar qualities □ There are 
two sorts of wine to choose from. □ What sort of 
car does she drive? □ / really dislike this sort of 
thing/these sorts of things/things of this sort. □ 
"What sort of cheese do they sell?" — "Oh, all 
sorts." □ It isn't the sort of place I'd take my wife 
to. □ They have a Mercedes, or a BMW, or some¬ 
thing of the sort. ■ a sort of... of a kind that is 
unusual or difficult to describe □ They had put 
up a sort of tent in the garden. □ / had a sort of 
feeling that things would go wrong. -2. a person 
of a particular type □ She's a good/an odd sort. 
-3. the act of sorting mail, documents etc □ 
Have a good sort through that pile of clothes, 
o vt [mail, clothes, information] to separate 
<sthg> into groups of different kinds □ The 
eggs are sorted into three different sizes. 

♦ sorts npl -1. of sorts of a kind that is diffi¬ 
cult to describe, but usually of poor quality 
a He's a painter of sorts. □ “Do they have their 
own swimming pool?" — "Well, of sorts." -2. to 
be out of sorts to be feeling slightly ill; to be 

in a bad mood □ I've been feeling rather out of 
sorts lately. 

♦ sort of adv a phrase used to describe some¬ 
thing that is difficult to explain or describe 
precisely □ / found the exhibit sort of interesting. 
□ / sort of imagined him to be older. □ "Did you 
enjoy the concert?" — “Sort of." □ It was a sort 
of tall metal object. 

♦ sort out vt sep -1. to sort sthg out [mail, 

documents, clothes] to sort sthg □ Go through 
the papers and sort out the old ones from the 
new ones. □ / really must sort these clothes out. 
-2. to sort sthg out [room, ideas, papers] to ex¬ 
amine, change, and arrange sthg so that it is 
tidy or easier to deal with □ Auditors were 
called in to sort out the company's finances. 
-3. to sort sthg out [arrangements, plan] to de¬ 
cide how one intends to deal with sthg □ 
We still haven't sorted out what we're going to 
do about transport. -4. to sort sthg out [prob¬ 

lem, misunderstanding] to deal with sthg in or¬ 
der to solve a difficulty □ We'd better sit down 
and sort these things out between us. 

sortie ['so:rti] n a short sudden attack by 
troops into enemy territory from a position 
of defense; a flight made to bomb an enemy 
camp, city etc. 

sorting office ['soitiij-] n a building where 
letters are sorted according to where they 
are going. 

SOS (abbr of save our souls) tt an international 
emergency signal; a call for help. 

SO-SO (informal use) o adj [food, vacation] that is 
good enough, but not as good as one had 
hoped, o adv: “How's business?" — "So-so.” 

souffle [US sui'flei, GB 'suiflei] n a light dish 
made of beaten egg whites mixed with 
cheese, fish etc, then baked and eaten hot. 

sought [sort | past tense <S2 past participle of 
seek. 

sought-after adj (location, prize, antique] that a 
lot of people want because it is rare or very 
good □ the country's most sought-after painter □ 
Campion's become much sought-after since the 
movie won an Oscar. 

soul [soul] n -1. [of a person] a person’s true 
nature and character, thought of in religions 
as being separate from the body and con¬ 
tinuing to live after the person has died □ a 

prayer for the souls of the dead. -2. [in a painting, 

song] the quality of beauty, honesty, and 
true emotional feeling □ It's a very interesting 
movie, but it's got no soul. -3. the soul of sthg a 
perfect example of sthg □ You can tell her, 
she’s the soul of discretion. -4. a good/happy 
etc soul a good/happy etc person etc □ Some 
poor soul was swept out to sea in last night's 
storm. ■ not a soul nobody □ / haven't told a 
soul. □ There wasn't a soul in the house. -5. = 
soul music. 

soul-destroying [-distrong] adj Ijob, work] that 
is repetitive, boring, and depressing □ It must 
be so soul-destroying having to work in that facto¬ 
ry day after day. 

soul food « the traditional food eaten by 
black Americans in the southern USA. 
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soulful ['soulfl] adj [look, song] full of deep feel¬ 
ing, especially sadness □ The dog looked at me 
with soulful eyes. 

soulless ['soulbs] adj without human feelings 
or qualities □ a soulless concrete building. 

soul mate n a person that one shares the 
same feelings, ideas, and opinions with. 

soul music n a type of popular music, often 
played by black Americans, that tries to ex¬ 
press deep feelings. 

soul-searching [-saTt/ig] n careful examina¬ 
tion of one’s thoughts and feelings, especial¬ 
ly when one has to decide something □ After 
much soul-searching, I decided to leave her. 

sound [saund] o adj -1. [mind, body] in good 
condition and healthy □ My eyesight is per¬ 
fectly sound. -2. [building, structure, walls] 
strong and in good condition □ The floor's 
quite sound, but the walls may need some work. 
-3. [investment, policy, argument] that is reli¬ 
able and shows good judgment □ / think 
that's very sound advice. 
o adv to be sound asleep to be sleeping 
deeply. 
o n -1. a particular noise made by some¬ 
thing □ The wire made a snapping sound when it 
broke. □ There was a sound of breaking glass. 
-2. vibrations in air or water that can be 
sensed by the ear or by special equipment □ 
the speed of sound. -3. [of a radio, TV] the loud¬ 
ness of the sounds produced by a radio, TV 
etc □ Would you mind turning the sound up a bit? 
-4. the sound of sthg the idea or impression 
one has of sthg, especially because of the 
way somebody has described it □ / don't like 
the sound of that. 

o vt [alarm, bell] to make <sthg> produce a 
sound □ He sounded the horn as he rounded the 
bend. 

o vi -1. [alarm, bell, horn] to produce a sound 
□ The alarm sounded. ■ to sound like sthg to 
make a sound that is exactly like the sound 
of sthg else □ It sounds like there's somebody at 
the door. □ It sounded just like our car. -2. to 
seem □ You sound upset. □ She sounded as if 
she was really upset. ■ to sound like sthg to 
seem like sthg, based on what somebody 
has said □ Your brother sounds like a lunatic. 

♦ sound out vt sep to sound sb out to try to 
find out what sb thinks or is going to do by 
asking them questions □ I've tried to sound 
him out on or about his plans, but he won't say 
anything. 

sound barrier n the increase in the force re¬ 
sisting an aircraft as it passes the speed of 
sound. 

soundbite ['saondbait] n a short phrase or 
comment usually spoken by a politician in 
order to make a strong impression quickly 
on TV or radio. 

sound effects npl sounds produced artificially 
to make a play or movie seem more realis¬ 
tic. 

sounding board n a person who one dis¬ 
cusses one’s opinions or ideas with in order 
to get an idea of how acceptable or popular 
these opinions or ideas are. 

soundly ['saundli] adv -1. [beat, defeat] thor¬ 
oughly and completely. -2. to sleep soundly 
to sleep well and deeply, 

soundproof ['saundpruif] adj [wall, room] that 
does not allow sound to pass in or out. 

soundtrack ['saundtraek] n thh recorded sound 
from a movie, especially the music, 

sound wave n a wave of energy that carries 
sound through air or water, 

soup [su:p] « food in the form of a liquid 
made by boiling meat, fish, or vegetables in 
water □ a bowl of soup. 

♦ soup up vt sep to soup a car up to increase 
the size or power of the engine of a car to 
make it travel faster. 

soup kitchen n a place where people who 
are homeless are given free food and drink, 

soup plate n a plate with a rounded bottom 
used for serving soup in. 

soup spoon n a large rounded spoon used for 
eating soup. 

sour [’sau3r] o adj -1. [fruit, sauce] that has a 
sharp, bitter taste □ / found the dressing a little 
sour. -2. [milk, wine] that has an unpleasant 
taste because it is no longer fresh □ The 
milk's sour. ■ to go or turn sour [milk, cream] to 
start to have an unpleasant taste and smell; 
[relationship] to gradually become unpleasant 
□ Things between Andy and Grace had already 
begun to go sour. -3. [person, look, reply] bad- 
tempered and unfriendly □ He's a sour-faced 
old man! 

o vt [person, relationship] to make <sb/sthg> 
sour □ That unfortunate evening rather soured 
my friendship with Paul. 

o vi [person, relationship] to become sour □ Af¬ 
ter several years, their marriage began to sour. 

source [so:rs] o n -1. [of minerals, wealth, infor¬ 

mation] the place, person, or thing from 
which something comes □ / find the Financial 
Times an invaluable source of information. □ 
source material a As a journalist, I am not at liber¬ 
ty to disclose my source. -2. [of a problem, dis¬ 

content] a cause of something □ First, we need 
to identify the source of the disturbance. -3. [of a 

river] the place where a river or stream be¬ 
gins □ the source of the Nile, o vt business to 
get <a product> supplied by another manu¬ 
facturer □ Our new line is being sourced from 
abroad. 

sour cream n cream that is made sour by the 
addition of bacteria, used in cooking. 

sour grapes n the attitude of pretending one 
does not want something simply because 
one cannot have it (disapproving use) □ That's 
just sour grapes because you didn't win. 

Sousa ['suiza], J. P. (1854-1932) a US com¬ 
poser who wrote military marches. 

south [sau0] o adj -1. the south side/coast etc 
the side/coast etc in or facing the south □ 
Adelaide is on the south coast. -2. a south wind 
a wind that comes from the south, o adv 
[travel, fly] toward the south □ Santa Fe is 
south of Los Alamos. □ The garden faces south, 
o n the direction which is on a person’s 
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right when they are facing the place where 
the sun rises in the morning. 

♦ South n -1. the South in the USA, the 
states in the southeast that have a history of 
slavery and fought against the North in the 
American Civil War. -2. the South in Britain, 
the southern counties of England. -3. the 
South the poorer countries in southern parts 
of the world, e.g. Africa, South America, 
and South Asia. 

South Africa a country at the southern tip of 
Africa, with ports on the Atlantic and the 
Indian Oceans, size: 1,221,000 sq kms. popu¬ 

lation: 40,600,000 (South Africans), capital: 

Cape Town, administrative capital: Pretoria. 
LANGUAGE: English, Afrikaans, Xhosa, Zulu, 
Sesotho. CURRENCY: rand. 

South African n & adj: see South Africa. 

South America the southern part of the 
Americas, a continent between the southern 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

South American n & adj: see South America. 

Southampton [sauB'haemptsn] a city and ma¬ 
jor port in southern England, population: 

194,400. 

South Australia a state in central southern 
Australia, size: 984,000 sq kms. population: 

1,400,656. capital: Adelaide. 

South Bank: the South Bank (Centre) a cultur¬ 
al center on the south bank of the Thames 
River in London. 

southbound ['sauGbaund] adj [traffic, shipping, 

lane] that is traveling or leading toward the 
south. 

South Carolina [-kaera'Iaina] a state in the 
southeastern USA. abbreviation: SC. size: 

78,282 sq kms. population: 3,486,703 (South 
Carolinians), capital: Columbia. 

South Dakota a state in the central USA. ab¬ 

breviation: SD. size: 196,723 sq kms. POPULA¬ 

TION: 696,004 (South Dakotans), capital: 

Pierre. 

southeast [,sao0'i:st] o adj -1. the southeast 
side/coast etc the side/coast etc in or facing 
the southeast. -2. a southeast wind a wind 
that comes from the southeast, o adv [face, 

travel, fly] toward the southeast □ It lies 25 
kms southeast of the capital, o n -1. the direc¬ 
tion exactly halfway between south and 
east. -2. the southeast the southeastern part 
of a country or region. 

Southeast Asia a region of southeastern Asia 
between India and China, including Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myan¬ 
mar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. 

southeasterly [.sauO'iistoli] adj -1. [direction, 

region] toward or in the southeast. -2. a 
southeasterly wind a wind that comes from 
the southeast. 

southeastern [,sau0'i:st3rn] adj that is in or 
comes from the southeast of a country or 
region. 

southerly ['sAdadi] adj -1. [direction, region] to¬ 
ward or in the south. -2. a southerly wind a 
wind that comes from the south. 

southern ['sAdarn] adj [accent, town] that is in 
or comes from the south of a country or re¬ 
gion. 

Southern Baptist n a member of a Baptist 
church that follows the teachings in the Bi¬ 
ble very closely. 

Southern Cross n a group of stars that can 
be easily seen in the Southern Hemisphere. 
It appears on the national flag of Australia. 

Southerner ['sA(l3rnnr] n a person who lives in 
or comes from the southern part of a coun¬ 
try or region. 

Southern Hemisphere « the Southern Hemi¬ 

sphere the part of the Earth that is south of 
the Equator. 

Southern States: the Southern States the 
states in the southeastern USA that fought 
against the North in the American Civil 
War. 

South Island the further south of the two is¬ 
lands of New Zealand, size: 153,947 sq kms. 
population: 850,500. main cmES: Christ¬ 
church, Dunedin. 

South Korea a republic in the southern part 
of the Korean Peninsula, size: 99,000 sq 
kms. population: 44,600,000 (South Koreans). 
capital: Seoul, language: Korean, currency: 
won. 

South Pole n the South Pole the most south¬ 
ern point on the surface of the Earth and 
the land surrounding it. 

South Sea Islands = Oceania. 

South Seas: the South Seas the seas in the 
Southern Hemisphere, especially the south¬ 
ern Pacific Ocean. 

South Wales the southern part of Wales that 
used to be an important industrial and 
coalmining area. 

southward ['sau0ward] o adj that is moving or 
facing toward the south, o adv toward the 
south. 

southwards ['sau0w3rdz] adv [face, travel, fly] 
toward the south. 

southwest [,sau0'west] o adj -1. the southwest 

side/coast etc the side/coast etc in or facing 
the southwest. -2. a southwest wind a wind 
that comes from the southwest, o adv [face, 
travel, fly] toward the southwest □ The village 
is situated 30 kms southwest of the capital, o n 
-1. the direction exactly halfway between 
south and west. -2. the southwest the 
southwestern part of a country or region. 

southwesterly [,sau0'wests'll] adj -1. [direction, 
region] that goes toward or is in the south¬ 
west. -2. a southwesterly wind a wind that 
comes from the southwest. 

southwestern [,sau0'west3rn] adj that is in or 
comes from the southwest of a country or 
area. 

South Yemen -* Yemen. 

souvenir [,su:v3'ni3r] n something which one 
buys or keeps to remind one of a vacation, 
event etc □ Keep it as a souvenir of your visit. 

sou'wester [sau'west3r] n a shiny waterproof 
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hat with a wide brim to keep the rain off 
one’s head and neck. 

sovereign ['sovran] o adj -1. [state, territory] 
that is independent and has its own govern¬ 
ment. -2. a sovereign remedy an excellent 
remedy (literary use), on-1. a king or queen; 
a ruler of a country or territory. -2. a gold 
coin that was once used in Britain and had 
the value of £1. 

sovereignty [’sDvranti] n complete power and 
authority to govern □ Many British fear that a 
single European currency will mean a loss of na¬ 
tional sovereignty. 

soviet ['souviat] n an elected local or national 
council in the former Soviet Union. 

♦ Soviet o adj that is connected with or 
comes from the USSR, on a person who 
lives in or comes from the USSR. 

Soviet Union = USSR. 

sow1 [sou] (ft sowed, pp sown or sowed) vt 
-1. to plant or scatter <seeds> in the ground 
so that they can grow □ The seeds should be 
sown thinly. -2. to cause <sthg unpleasant> 
to begin □ His words sowed (the seeds of) 
doubt in my mind. 

sow2 [sau] n an adult female pig. 

sown [soun] past participle of sow. 

SOX [sDks] US plural of sock. 

soya ['son] « soybeans □ soya milk/flour. 

soybean [ soibkn] us, soya bean gb « a type 
of bean grown in Asia, used as food or as a 
source of oil. 

soy sauce [soi-] « a dark brown liquid made 
from soybeans, used especially in Japanese 
and Chinese cooking. 

spa [spa:] k a place where mineral water 
comes out of the ground and where people 
come to drink or bathe in the water, believ¬ 
ing that it will improve their health. 

space [speis] o n -1. an empty area that can 
be used for a particular purpose □ living space 
□ There isn't enough space in here. □ How much 
space do you have left in the car? □ / don't have 
the space for another bed in here. □ We'll have to 
make a space for the new computer. -2. the 
area beyond the Earth’s atmosphere □ the 
first man in space □ space travel □ a space rock¬ 
et. ■ to stare into space to look straight 
ahead in a steady and fixed way at nothing 
in particular □ Martin just sat there staring into 
space. -3. printing an area left blank between 
written or printed words, lines etc □ Leave a 
space after a comma. -4. [of time] a period of 
time □ in a very short space of time □ Within the 
space of a year I had seen him change from a 
healthy young man to an invalid, 

o vt to arrange <things> so that they are 
separated by spaces or periods of time □ The 
posts were spaced at ten-meter intervals. 

♦ space out vt sep to space things out to 
space things. 

space age n the space age the present period 
of history in which travel in space has be¬ 
come possible. 

♦ space-age adj [design, technology] that 
seems very modem (informal use). 

space bar n a long key at the bottom of a 
typewriter keyboard used for putting spaces 
between letters, words etc. 

space capsule n the part of a spacecraft in 
which humans travel and in which they re¬ 
turn to Earth. 

spacecraft [US 'speiskraeft, GB -kra:ft] (pi space¬ 
craft) n a vehicle that can travel in space, 

space heater n a heater that can be carried 
easily from one room to another, 

space probe n a small spacecraft with no 
people in it that is used to send information 
back to Earth about space and other planets, 

spaceship ['speisjip] n = spacecraft, 
space shuttle n a spacecraft designed to 

make several journeys between the Earth 
and a space station. 

space station n a spacecraft that stays in 
space above the Earth, so that it can be used 
as a base for experiments or expeditions, 

spacesuit ['speissuit] n a special protective 
suit that covers the whole body and is worn 
by an astronaut. 

spacing ['speisig] n printing the way that 
words, lines etc on a printed page have 
been spaced. 

spacious ['speifas] adj [room, car] that is large 
and has a lot of space in it that can be used. 

Spackle™ ['spEekl] « US a substance used for 
filling holes or cracks in walls, 

spade [speid] n a tool with a long handle and 
a sharp metal blade that is used for digging 
the ground. 

♦ spades n one of the four suits in a pack of 
playing cards that carries a symbol (♦) that 
looks like a black pointed leaf, 

spadework ['speidw3:rk] n hard uninteresting 
work that has to be done before something 
else can happen (informal use), 

spaghetti [spa'geti] tt a type of pasta made in 
long thin pieces like string, usually served 
with a sauce □ spaghetti bolognese. 

Spain [spein] a country in southwestern Eur¬ 
ope, with ports on the Mediterranean and 
the Atlantic Ocean, size: 505,000 sq kms (in¬ 
cluding the Canary and Balearic Islands). 
population: 39,000,000 (Spaniards, Spanish). 
capital: Madrid, language: Spanish, curren¬ 
cy: peseta. 

span [spaen] (pt & pp spanned, cont spanning) 
o past tense of spin, o n -1. the period of 
time that something lasts □ an attention span 
of about ten minutes. -2. a range □ a whole 
span of activities. -3. [of hands, arms, wings] the 
distance between two points, especially 
when something is stretched as far as pos¬ 
sible □ Condors have a wing span of up to three 
meters. -4. [of a bridge, arch] the distance be¬ 
tween the supports of a bridge or arch, o vt 
-1. to last throughout <a period of time> o 
Her career spans two decades. -2. [bridge] to 
stretch from one side to the other of <a 
stream, river> etc □ The bridge spans the Hud¬ 
son River. 

spandex ['spaendeks] n a stretchy material 
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used to make clothes that fit tightly, e.g. 
bathing suits and leotards. 

spangled ['spaeogld] adj that is covered with 
small shiny objects □ a shirt spangled with se¬ 
quins. 

Spaniard ['spaenj3rd] « a person who comes 
from or lives in Spain. 

spaniel ['spaenjsl] « a dog with short legs, long 
ears, and long smooth hair. 

Spanish ['spaenif] o adj: see Spain, o n a lan¬ 
guage spoken in Spain and many Latin 
American countries, o ttpl the Spanish peo¬ 
ple who come from or live in Spain □ Span¬ 
ish resorts. 

Spanish America -1. the Latin American and 
Caribbean countries where Spanish is spo¬ 
ken. -2. the parts of the USA that used to be 
Spanish colonies. 

Spanish-American o « -1. a person who 
comes from or lives in Spanish America. 
-2. a Spanish-speaking person who comes 
from or fives in the USA. o adj: Spanish- 
American culture. 

Spanish-American War n the Spanish- 
American War a conflict between Spain and 
the USA in 1898 that ended Spanish rule in 
the Americas. 

spank [spaerjk] o vt [child] to hit <sb> on the 
bottom several times with the open hand, 
o n: If you don't behave, you’ll get a spank! 

spanner ['spaen3r] n GB a metal tool with a 
specially shaped hole at one end that is used 
for tightening nuts. 

spar [spa:r] (pn & pf sparred, cont sparring) vi 
-1. sport to box without hitting one’s oppo¬ 
nent hard in order to practice or because 
one wants to test their reactions. -2. to ar¬ 
gue in a lively but not aggressive way □ The 
two of them always enjoyed sparring together. 

spare [spear] o adj -1. [pencil, pair of pants] that 
is not being used but that is kept in case it 
is needed □ Did you bring a spare pair of shoes? 
-2. [table, chair, ticket] free or able to be used 
□ Do you have any spare change? □ I've got a 
spare ticket for tomorrow's concert, 
o n -1. auto = spare wheel (informal use). -2. 
= spare part (informal use). -3. an extra object 
of the same kind as another that is kept in 
case it is needed □ The battery has run out, do 
you have a spare? 
o vt -1. [time, money, staff] to make <sb/ 
sthg> available for a particular purpose □ / 
can't spare you before 6pm, I'm afraid. □ I'll cer¬ 
tainly come, if I can spare the time. -2. [person, 
city] not to harm or punish <sb/sthg> □ The 
village was spared in the great storm. -3. to 

spare no effort to make as much effort as 
possible □ No effort was spared to ensure its 
success. ■ to spare no expense to spend as 
much money as is necessary to do some¬ 
thing well □ No expense was spared in the 
preparations for their wedding. -4. to spare sb 

sthg to stop sb from having an unpleasant 
experience □ We wanted to spare him the em¬ 
barrassment, but he wouldn't listen. 

♦ to spare adj free or available □ We had an 

hour to spare before the bus left. □ / caught the 
plane with ten minutes to spare. 

spare part « a new part that can be bought 
to replace a damaged part on a vehicle, ma¬ 
chine etc. 

spare room n a bedroom in a private house 
that is kept for guests to sleep in. 

spare time n the time that one does not 
spend working and that can be used for 
pleasure □ What do you do in your spare time? 

spare tire n -1. auto an extra wheel kept in a 
vehicle as a replacement in case one of the 
other wheels is damaged. -2. an area of fat 
around the waist (humorous use), 

spare wheel n an extra wheel kept in the 
trunk of a vehicle as a replacement in case 
one of the other wheels is damaged, 

sparing ['spesrig] adj to be sparing with or of 
sthg to give or use as little as possible of 
sthg □ Try to be a little sparing with the sugar. 

sparingly ['spesrirjli] adv [use, spend] see spar¬ 
ing. 

spark [spa:rk] o n -1. a small piece of burning 
material that flies out of a fire □ Sparks flew 
from the roaring log fire. -2. a flash of fight 
caused by electricity moving between two 
points □ You could see sparks coming off the 
tram line. -3. a very small but noticeable 
amount of understanding, interest, humor 
etc that somebody shows □ There wasn't even 
a spark of interest in the idea, o vt [debate, scan¬ 

dal, interest] to cause <sthg> to start or hap¬ 
pen very quickly □ The move sparked off seri¬ 
ous riots in the capital. 

sparkle ['spa:rkl] o vi -1. [jewel, stars, eyes] to 
shine with many small bright flashes of fight 
□ The diamonds sparkled in the light. -2. [person, 

conversation] to be amusing, clever, and live¬ 
ly □ Jan was on very good form last night — she 
was positively sparkling, o n: the sparkle of frost. 

sparkler ['spa:rkl3r] n a long thin firework that 
one holds in one’s hand and that gives off 
tiny sparks of fire as it bums, 

sparkling wine [’spa:rklig-] n wine that is 
slightly bubbly. 

spark plug « a part in the engine of a vehicle 
that produces electric sparks to fight the 
gasoline. 

sparrow [US 'sperou, GB 'spaer-] n a small 
brown or gray bird that is found in many 
parts of the world. 

sparse [spa:rs] adj [population, rainfall] that is 
small in quantity and spread over a large 
area □ Job opportunities have been rather sparse 
recently. 

Spartacus ['spaitskss] (1st century BC) a slave 
leader who led an important slave revolt 
against the Roman Empire, 

spartan ['spa:rtn] adj [room, lifestyle] that seems 
simple and has no luxuries, 

spasm ['spaezm] « -1. medicine a sudden un¬ 
controllable tightening of the muscles, often 
causing a sharp pain. -2. a spasm of fear/ 
coughing/anger etc a sudden, short, and vio¬ 
lent attack of fear/coughing/anger etc. 
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spasmodic [spaez'mDdik] adj that happens sud¬ 
denly for short periods of time at irregular 
intervals. 

spastic fspaestik] (old-fashioned use) o adj [per¬ 

son] who suffers from a disease that pre¬ 
vents them from controlling the movement 
of some of their muscles, on a spastic per¬ 
son. 

spat [spaet] past tense d? past participle of spit. 

spate [speit] n a spate of sthg a large number 
of occurrences of sthg that happen in a 
short period of time □ There has been a spate 
of attacks on old people. □ We had a whole spate 
of letters on the subject. 

spatial ['speijl] adj [awareness, relationship) that 
is concerned with the space between things 
(formal use). 

spatter ['spaetar] o vt [water, mud] to make 
small drops of <a liquid> fall on a particular 
surface □ I've managed to spatter my shirt with 
tomato sauce, o vi: The paint spattered all over 
the carpet. 

spatula ['spaetJala] n -1. cooking a tool with a 
short handle and a wide blade used in the 
kitchen for spreading, mixing etc soft foods. 
-2. medicine a flat wooden instrument used 
by doctors to flatten the tongue when ex¬ 
amining a patient's throat. 

spawn [spo:n] o n zoology the eggs of frogs, 
fish etc produced in large numbers together 
in a substance like jelly, o vt to cause 
<sthg> to happen or exist, especially in 
large numbers □ The protest spawned dozens 
of other demonstrations all over the country, o vi 
zoology to lay eggs. 

spay [spei] vt to remove part of the sexual or¬ 
gans of <a female cat, dog> etc so that they 
cannot become pregnant. 

SPCA (abbr of Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals) n the SPCA a US charity 
that aims to protect animals from being 
badly treated. 

SPCC {abbr of Society for the Prevention of Cru¬ 
elty to Children) n the SPCC a US organiza¬ 
tion that aims to protect the rights of chil¬ 
dren who are being badly treated. 

speak [spi:k] (pt spoke, pp spoken) o vt -1. 
[word, truth] to say <sthg> using one’s voice 
□ He didn't speak a word all evening. ■ to speak 
ill of sb to say unkind things about sb. -2. to 
know <a foreign language> and be able to 
use it □ She speaks fluent German. □ How many 
languages do you speak? □ We always spoke 
French at home. 

vi -1. to say words using one’s voice □ 
She speaks with an American accent. □ / was 
speaking to or with Bob only last night! □ / need 
to speak to you about a little idea I've had. □ We 
haven't spoken about her in ages, m to speak 
well or highly of sb to say nice things about 
sb □ Karen speaks very highly of your talents as a 
teacher, m nobody/nothing to speak of no¬ 
body/nothing that is very important □ "What 
were you doing in Chicago?" — "Oh. nothing to 
speak of." □ "Did anyone else come to the par¬ 
ty?" — "No one to speak of." -2. to make a 
speech □ He came to speak to the Young 

Conservatives/to speak on the novels of Jane 
Austen. □ She spoke on the problems of inequal¬ 
ity. -3. generally/personally/politically speak¬ 

ing a phrase used to introduce information 
which is general/is based on one’s own pri¬ 
vate opinion/is concerned with politics □ 
Generally speaking, the French are much better 
dressed than the English. □ Strictly speaking, you 
shouldn't be here. □ There were, roughly speak¬ 
ing, around 400 people there. ■ speaking as a 
phrase used to introduce information which 
is based on one’s experience in a particular 
position □ Speaking as a homeowner/parent, I 
think it's shocking and something should be done. 
□ Speaking as someone who knows Janice well, 
I'd say there's something wrong, m speaking of a 
phrase used to change the subject of a con¬ 
versation to something that has just been 
mentioned □ Speaking of computers, have you 
seen my new portable? 

♦ so to speak adv a phrase used to show 
that one is not speaking literally □ It was put¬ 
ting the cart before the horse, so to speak. 

♦ speak for vt fus to speak for sb to say what 
the opinions, feelings, beliefs etc of sb are □ 
I think I speak for all my colleagues when I say 
that it's a bad idea. □ / can't speak for everyone, 
but personally I think it's a good idea. ■ it speaks 

for itself it is very clear and does not need to 
be explained or discussed further □ Well, I 
think the book speaks for itself and hardly needs 
any introduction to it. ■ speak for yourself! a 
phrase used to show that one does not 
agree with something that has just been said 
□ "We're not hungry." — "Speak for yourself! 
I'm starving!" 

♦ speak out vi to speak publicly in defense 
of or against something □ Mr Rosh spoke out 
bravely against injustice. 

♦ speak up vi -1. to say what one thinks 
clearly and openly □ Few people had the cour¬ 
age to speak up. ■ to speak up for sb/sthg to 
speak in support of sb/sthg □ Will nobody 
speak up for my plan? -2. to speak more loud¬ 
ly □ What did you say? You'll have to speak up. 

speaker ['spi:kar] n -1. a person who is speak¬ 
ing □ When a speaker changes intonation... -2. a 
person who makes a speech or gives a lec¬ 
ture □ Our speaker for today. Professor Lubitsch. 
-3. a person who knows how to speak a 
particular language □ an Italian/a Japanese 
speaker. -4. the part of a stereo or radio 
which sound comes out of □ This radio has a 
very small speaker. 

♦ Speaker n the Speaker the person in charge 
of debates in the House of Commons in 
Britain. 

Speaker of the House « the Speaker of the 
House the person in charge of debates in the 
House of Commons in Canada and the 
House of Representatives in the USA and 
Australia. 

Speaker's Corner a corner of Hyde Park, in 
central London, where anyone can go to 
make speeches. 

speaking ['spiikirj] n the activity of speaking 
or making a speech □ public speaking. 
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speaking clock n GB a telephone service that 
gives the exact time. 

spear [spiar] o n a weapon consisting of a 
long pole with a sharp metal point at one 
end. o vf to pierce <an animal, piece of 
meat> etc with a sharp object such as a 
spear. 

spearhead ['spiarhed] o n a person or group 
that leads an activity, campaign etc with en¬ 
ergy and force, o vt [campaign, attack] to lead 
<sthg> with energy and force □ CST spear¬ 
headed the autumn campaign. 

special f'spejl] o adj -1. [occasion, event, effort] 

not ordinary □ Today is a very special day. □ / 
keep these plates for special occasions. -2. (prob¬ 

lem, permission) that is of a particular kind 
and is different from other things □ You'll 
need special permission to go in there alone. 
-3. better or more important than others □ 
This house is very special to me. 

On-1. a special train service that is kept for 
a particular purpose. -2. [on a menu] a meal 
or dish available only for a limited period of 
time and often sold at a reduced price □ 
What's the special today? -3. [on TV] a program 
made for a particular purpose □ an election 
special. 

special agent n an agent working for the po¬ 
lice, FBI etc who has special responsibilities. 

special constable « gb a volunteer who does 
police duties for a few hours a week. 

special correspondent n a reporter who is 
sent to cover a particular piece of news, in¬ 
cident etc. 

special delivery « a service by which one can 
have mail delivered outside usual delivery 
times. 

special education n us teaching given to 
people with physical or mental disabilities 
who need special help with learning □ a spe¬ 
cial education class. 

special effects npl images in movies, e.g. 
ghosts and explosions, that are not real but 
are created by the use of special techniques. 

specialist ['speftast] o adj [knowledge, vocabu¬ 

lary] that is not common but that is used in 
a particular subject, field of study etc □ for 
people with no specialist knowledge of the field. 
On a person who has particular skills or 
who knows a lot about a particular subject, 
field of study etc □ a specialist in Renaissance 
art. 

speciality kgb = specialty. 

specialize, -ise f'spefalaiz] vi to concentrate 
on a particular area of study, work etc □ 
He's now specializing in Russian art. □ I'd 
advise you not to specialize too soon in your 
career. 

specially f'spejli] adv -1. a word used to em¬ 
phasize that something has been done for a 
particular person or purpose a / bought it spe¬ 
cially for you. -2. a word used to emphasize 
that something has more of a particular 
quality than usual □ The ending was specially 
good. 

special needs npl GB problems due to physi- 

__specimen signature 

cal or mental disabilities □ children with spe¬ 
cial needs q a special needs teacher. 

special offer n something that is being sold 
at a reduced price for a short period of time 
□ They've got cheese on special offer. 

special school n a school for children with 
physical or mental disabilities who need 
special help with learning. 

specialty ['spejlti] us, speciality [.speJYaebti] 
GB (US pi specialties, GB pi specialities) n -1. a 
special field of knowledge or work □ My spe¬ 
cialty is ancient Greek civilization. -2. a service 
or product which is typical of a particular 
person, region etc □ The specialty of this region 
is mussels with white wine. 

species ['spii/iiz] (pi species) n a particular 
group of plants or animals in which all the 
members share the same main characteris¬ 
tics □ a species of plant □ the human species. 

specific [spa'sifik] adj -1. a word used to iden¬ 
tify one particular time, amount, point etc 
rather than another □ Yes, but that's not relat¬ 
ed to this specific issue. -2. [term, explanation, 

description] that is precise and detailed □ She 
was quite specific about it. □ Could you be a little 
more specific? 

♦ specifics npl details □ We don't need to talk 
about specifics at this stage. 

specifically [spa'sifikli] adv -1. [tell, say] exaedy 
and clearly □ / specifically asked you not to be 
late. -2. [write, refer to, design] a word used to 
emphasize that something is done for a par¬ 
ticular person or purpose □ We cater specifi¬ 
cally for the unemployed. -3. a word used to 
introduce extra information □ Their head of¬ 
fice is in the States, or more specifically, Chicago. 

specification [.spesafi'keifn] n -1. a particular 
requirement, especially about the way 
something is made or done □ The only specifi¬ 
cation was that applicants should be over 25. 
-2. = specifications □ The top-of-the-range mod¬ 
el is built to a high specification. 

♦ specifications npl technology detailed 
technical plans or instructions □ The structure 
has been built according to the manufacturer's 
specifications. 

specify ['spesafai] (pt & pp specified) vt to state 
<sthg> exactly and precisely □ He specified 
that we should arrive before midnight. □ Do we 
need to specify any particular date? 

specimen ['spesaman] « -1. an example of a 
particular type of thing □ This is a very inter¬ 
esting specimen of late Baroque architecture. 
-2. [work] a small amount of something that 
is used to show what the whole thing is 
like; [of blood, urine] a small amount of some¬ 
thing that is used to find out if somebody is 
ill, has been drinking alcohol etc □ This is a 
small specimen of Rodriguez's work. □ We will 
need to take a specimen of your blood. 

specimen copy n a copy of something de¬ 
signed to show what it should be like □ 
Have a look at the specimen copy attached be¬ 
fore filling out the form. 

specimen signature n a copy of a person’s 
signature kept, for example, by a bank so 
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that they can check the signature that ap¬ 
pears on that person’s checks, 

speck [spek] n -1. [of dirt, ink] a very small 
mark on a surface. -2. [of dust, soot] a very 
small piece of something, 

speckled ['spekld] adj that is covered with 
small spots or marks of a different color □ a 

speckled egg □ His hair was speckled with silver. 

specs [speks] npl = spectacles (informal use), 

spectacle ['spektakl] n -1. something that some¬ 
body sees that is unusual, interesting, or 
pitiful □ the strange spectacle of two policemen 
walking down the street carrying a piano. ■ to 

make a spectacle of oneself to behave in a 
way that attracts other people’s attention 
and makes one look silly □ He made rather a 
spectacle of himself when he was drunk. -2. an 
impressive public event or show □ The fire¬ 
work display was a fantastic spectacle. 

♦ spectacles npl GB [for one's eyes] glasses, 

spectacular [spek'taskjabH o adj [event, sight, 
success] that seems very impressive □ He's 
made a spectacular recovery, o n a big and im¬ 
pressive show with a lot of performers □ a 
television spectacular. 

spectate [spek'teit] v» to be a spectator, 

spectator [spek‘teitar] n a person who watch¬ 
es something such as a sport for pleasure, 

spectator sport n a sport that people watch 
as a form of entertainment, 

specter us, spectre GB ['spektsr] n -1. the 

specter of sthg the possibility that sthg un¬ 
pleasant or frightening may happen □ The 
specter of international terrorism is looming again. 
-2. a ghost (formal use). 

spectrum ['spektram] {pi spectra t-tra]) n -1. 
physics the band of colors produced by 
white light passing through a prism. -2. [of 
opinions, emotions, skills] a range of different 
sorts of a particular thing □ Our speakers to¬ 
night come from opposite ends of the political 
spectrum. □ The festival takes in musicians from 
right across the spectrum of modern music. 

speculate ['spekjaleit] o vt to speculate that... 
to guess without being sure that something 
is true □ The press is speculating that he may re¬ 
sign before Christmas, o vi -1. to wonder 
about something without knowing for cer¬ 
tain if what one thinks is true □ / don't want 
to speculate on his future. -2. finance to buy 
things, e.g. houses or stock, in order to sell 
them at a profit a He speculates in property. 

speculation [.spekja'leifn] n -1. the act of 
wondering about something without know¬ 
ing for certain if what one thinks is true □ 
The media is rife with speculation about the divor¬ 
ce. -2. finance the activity of speculating, 

speculative ['spekjalativ] adj -t. [story, idea] 
that is based on speculation and not on fact. 
-2. finance [deal, investment] that is connected 
with speculation. 

speculator ['spekjaleitar] n finance a person 
who speculates to make money. 

sped [sped] past tense <Z> past participle of 
speed. 

speech [spiitf] n -1. the ability to speak; the 

act of speaking □ He appeared to have lost the 
power of speech. □ a study of human speech. 
-2. [at an event] a formal talk to a group of 
people □ She gave or made a speech on the 
company's future prospects. -3. theater a series 
of lines spoken by a character in a play □ / 
got bored during that long speech near the end. 
-4. [of a particular person] the way that some¬ 
body speaks □ His speech was slurred. 

speech day « GB an annual event at a school 
when parents come, prizes are given to stu¬ 
dents, and speeches are made, 

speech impediment n a nervous or physical 
disability that prevents somebody from 
speaking clearly, e.g. by making them stut¬ 
ter □ She has a serious speech impediment. 

speechless ['spiitjlas] adj to be speechless to 
be so shocked, surprised etc that one cannot 
think of anything to say □ / was speechless 
with anger. 

speech recognition n computing the ability 
of a computer to understand spoken words, 

speech therapist n a person who is trained 
to give speech therapy. 

speech therapy n treatment for people who 
have problems in speaking, 

speed [spi:d] {pt & pp sped or speeded) o n 
-1. [of light, sound, a vehicle] the rate at which 
something happens or moves □ My typing 
speed is very slow. □ The car was traveling at a 
speed of 80 mph. □ / was astonished at the 
speed of events. -2. [of an athlete] very fast 
movement □ / lost speed near the end of the 
race. -3. auto a gear □ a five-speed bike. -4. 
photography the rate at which light passes 
through a lens to form an image on a piece 
of film. 

o vi -1. [person, vehicle] to move somewhere 
very quickly □ The car sped by/away. □ He was 
speeding along on his bike. -2. auto to be 
speeding to be driving a vehicle faster than 
one is legally allowed to. 

♦ speed up o vt sep to speed sb/sthg up to 
make sb/sthg move faster □ How can we 
speed up the process? o vi: Can you get them to 
speed up? 

speedboat ['spfidbout] n a boat with a power¬ 
ful engine that can travel very fast, 

speed bump n a raised strip across a road, 
designed to slow traffic down, 

speeding [‘spiidir)] « the illegal act of traveling 
faster than the speed limit □ a speeding fine. 

speed limit n the fastest speed at which one 
is allowed to travel on a particular road □ It 
is illegal to exceed the speed limit. 

speedometer [spi'dronatal « an instrument in 
a car, on a bike etc that shows how fast it is 
traveling. 

speed trap n a place on a road where police 
wait in order to catch vehicles that are trav- 
eling faster than the speed limit, 

speedway ['spfidwei] n -1. sport the sport of 
racing motorcycles on a special track. -2. US 
a racetrack for cars and motorcycles, 

speedy ['spfidi] {compar speedier, superl speedi¬ 
est) adj [action, reply] that takes place or is 
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done very quickly □ Josey made a speedy re¬ 
covery after her illness. 

speleology [,spi:li'Dlad3i] n (formal use) -1. the 
study of caves. -2. the sport or hobby of ex¬ 
ploring caves. 

spell [spel] (US pt St pp spelled, GB pt & pp 
spelt or spelled) o n -1. [of time] a short peri¬ 
od of time □ After a spell as a teacher, I became 
a social worker. □ Tomorrow there will be show¬ 
ers and sunny spells. -2. [in magic] a set of 
words that are supposed to have magic 
power when spoken; the effect of these 
words on somebody □ She put a spell on him. 
□ The spell was starting to wear off. 
o vt -1. [person] to speak or write the letters 
that make up <a word or name> in the cor¬ 
rect order □ How do you spell that, please? □ 
That's Claire, spelled with an -2. [change, 

event] to make <trouble, disaster> etc seem 
likely or certain □ The latest news on the take¬ 
over spells doom for employees of Roscon. 
o vi [person] For this job it's important to be able 
to spell. 

♦ spell out v/ sep -1. to spell sthg out [word, 

name] to spell sthg carefully □ I'll spell that out 
for you. -2. to spell sthg out for or to sb to ex¬ 
plain sthg very clearly to sb □ Do I have to 
spell it out to you? It's over between us. 

spellbound ['spelbaund] adj to be spellbound to 
be listening to or watching something that 
is so interesting that one cannot stop □ We 
watched, spellbound, as the balloon rose slowly 
into the sky. 

spelling ['speliij] n -1. the order in which let¬ 
ters appear in a word □ Is that the correct 
spelling of his name? -2. the ability to spell 
words correctly □ Her spelling is atrocious. 

spelt [spelt] GB past tense <S? past participle of 
spell. 

spend [spend] (pt 8>t pp spent) vt -1. to use <an 
amount of money> to pay for something □ / 
spend half my salary on rent and bills. □ She 
spends an absolute fortune on her poodle. □ / 
brought $300 and spent the lot! -2. [life, day] to 
pass <a period of time> □ I've spent all morn¬ 
ing trying to contact him. □ / have decided that I 
need to spend more time at home. □ We spent 
our vacation in Bangkok. 

spender ['spends'] n a big spender a person 
who spends a lot of money. 

spending ['spendio] « the amount of money 
spent by a person, group etc □ government/ 
public spending □ / need to cut down on my 
spending. 

spending money « money that one can use 
to spend on things that one enjoys □ We 
gave him $50 spending money for his school trip. 

spending power n the amount of money 
that a person or group of people can use to 
buy things □ Don't underestimate the spending 
power of the older generation. 

spendthrift [’spendGrift] n a person who 
spends their money in a careless way (disap¬ 
proving use). 

spent [spent] o past tense &? past participle of 
spend, o adj [fuel, ammunition, energy] that 

has been used completely so that there is no 
more left to use □ a spent firework. 

sperm [sp3:rm] {pi sperm or sperms) n a cell 
produced in the sex organs of a male animal 
or a man that can fertilize the egg of a fe¬ 
male animal or a woman; the liquid pro¬ 
duced by the male sex organs that contains 
these cells. 

spermicide ['sp3:rmssaid] « a substance that 
kills sperm, used during sex to stop a wom¬ 
an from becoming pregnant, 

sperm whale « a large whale that is hunted 
for the large amount of oil stored in its 
head. 

spew [spju:] o vt [flames, lava] to pour out a 
lot of <sthg>. o vi: Oil spewed (out) from the 
hole. 

SPF {abbr of sun protection factor) n a number 
on a bottle of suntan lotion that tells one 
how much protection the lotion gives 
against sunburn. 

sphere [sfisr] n -1. a round object such as a 
ball. -2. an area in which a person or organi¬ 
zation is interested or involved □ America's 
sphere of influence. 

spherical [US 'sfmrikl, GB 'sfer-] adj [shape, ob¬ 
ject] that is shaped like a ball, 

sphincter [‘sfir)ktsr] n a ring of muscle sur¬ 
rounding a passage in one’s body that can 
be tightened and closed □ the anal sphincter. 

sphinx [sfirjks] (pi sphinxes) n in Egyptian my¬ 
thology, a creature with a woman’s head 
and a lion’s body; a stone statue of this, 

spice [spais] o « -1. cooking any of the vari¬ 
ous seeds or powders, e.g. pepper, used to 
flavor food □ Add a few spices to make it taste 
more interesting. -2. excitement or interest □ 
Lloyd's presence always adds a little spice to the 
occasion, o vt -1. cooking to add spices to 
<food> □ She spiced the dish with extra chili 
powder. -2. to spice sthg (up) [story, speech] to 
make sthg more exciting or lively □ / might 
tell some jokes, just to spice things up a little. 

spick-and-span [,spik-] adj to be spick-and- 
span [room, house] to be very clean and tidy 
□ We'll soon have this place looking spick-and- 
span. 

spicy ['spaisi] {compar spicier, superl spiciest) 
adj -1. cooking [food, sauce] that has a hot 
strong flavor because it contains spices. 
-2. [story, book] that is slightly rude and may 
shock people. 

spider |'spaidor] « a small creature with eight 
legs that makes webs to catch insects in. 

spiderweb ['spaids'web] us, spider's web GB 
« a network of fine sticky threads made by 
a spider to catch insects in. 

spidery [’spaidari] adj spidery handwriting hand¬ 
writing that is formed using thin pointed 
lines. 

spiel ffpid] « a way of talking that is fast, 
confident, and designed to persuade some¬ 
body to do or buy something (informal use) □ 
He gave a long spiel about life insurance. 

spike [spaik] o « -1. something that is long, 
thin, has a sharp point, and is often made of 
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metal □ railings with sharp spikes. -2. [on a shoe, 
boot] one of the metal points on the bottom 
of a shoe or boot that help one to stop slip¬ 
ping on the ground, e.g. when one is doing 
a sport, o vt to add strong alcohol to <sb's 
drink> without telling them. 

♦ spikes npl GB sports shoes that have spikes 
fitted to them. 

spiky fspaiki] (compar spikier, superl spikiest) 
adj [plant, hair] that has thin stiff points. 

spill [spil] (US pt & pp spilled, GB pt & pp spilt 
or spilled) o vt -1. to pour -diquid, salt> etc 
out of a container by accident □ I'm afraid I've 
spilled some wine on your carpet. -2. to spill 
blood to kill or wound people □ Much blood 
was spilled during the battle, o vi -1. [liquid, salt] 
The wine spilled all over the carpet. -2. [crowd, 
people] to leave somewhere in large numbers 
at the same time □ The fans spilled out of the 
stadium and into the street. 

spillage [’spilid3] n the act of spilling some¬ 
thing, e.g. oil; something that has been 
spilled □ an oil spillage. 

spilt [spilt] GB past tense dl past participle of 
spill. 

spin [spin] (pt span or spun, pp spun, cont spin¬ 
ning) o vt -1. [ball, coin, wheel] to cause 
<sthg> to turn quickly □ Go on, spin the dice. 
-2. [washing] to dry <clothes> in a machine 
after they have been washed. -3. [thread, 
cloth] to make <sthg> by twisting pieces of 
wool or cotton together, 
o vi -1. [ball, coin, wheel] to turn quickly □ 
The wheels span out of control. -2. to be spin¬ 
ning to feel confused or dizzy o My head/ 
mind was spinning. -3. [person] to make thread 
or cloth by twisting pieces of wool or cot¬ 
ton together, especially using a machine, 
o n -1. an act of spinning something □ Give 
the wheel a spin. -2. aviation a movement in 
which an aircraft falls a great distance very 
quickly, turning in a circular motion. -3. [in a 
car] a short trip that one makes in a car for 
pleasure (informal use) □ Let's go for a spin. 
-4. sport to put spin on a ball to hit or throw 
a ball in a certain way so that it turns quick¬ 
ly in the air and moves in an unexpected di¬ 
rection after hitting a surface. 

♦ spin out vt sep to spin sthg out [food, money, 
story] to make sthg last a long time □ The 
presentation's pretty short but I’m sure we can 
spin it out until the end. 

spina bifida [.spaina'bifida] n a serious medical 
condition in which a child is bom with a 
split spine and may suffer paralysis. 

spinach ['spimtf] n a vegetable with dark 
green leaves. 

spinal column [.spainl-] n anatomy = spine 
(technical use). 

spinal cord n a section of nerves in one's 
spine that carries messages to one’s brain. 

spindle [’spindl] « -1. a rod in a machine that 
another part turns around. -2. a pointed rod 
used to twist thread around when spinning 
cloth. K S 

spindly [’spindli] (compar spindlier, superl spin¬ 

dliest) adj [person, legs, plant] that looks long, 
thin, and weak. 

spin doctor n a person who advises a politi¬ 
cal party or an organization about public re¬ 
lations and tries to make events look as 
good as possible for the public, 

spin-dry vt GB to remove the water from 
<wet clothes> by putting them in a spin- 
dryer. 

spin-dryer n GB an electrical machine that 
makes wet clothing spin to remove the wa¬ 
ter from it. 

spine [spain] n -1. anatomy the row of bones 
that goes down the center of one’s back □ 
He damaged his spine in an accident. -2. [of a 

book] the part of a book where the pages are 
joined together and where the title is writ¬ 
ten on the outside. -3. [on a plant, animal] a 
sharp point on an animal or plant □ a small 
animal with sharp spines on its back. 

spine-chilling adj [movie, story] that is very 
frightening. 

spineless [’spaintas] adj [person] who does not 
have enough courage or confidence to do 
something (disapproving use) □ Don't be so 
spineless — go in and ask! 

spinning [’spinig] n the act of spinning thread, 

spinning top n a toy that spins on a pointed 
base. 

spin-off n something good or useful that hap¬ 
pens or is produced as a result of a process 
intended to produce something else □ Sou¬ 
venirs of the visit proved to be a lucrative spin-off. 

spinster [’spinst3r] n an unmarried woman, es¬ 
pecially one who is considered too old to 
marry (old-fashioned use). 
NOTE: Compare bachelor, 

spiral [’spairsl] (us pt & pp spiraled, cont spiral¬ 

ing, GB prt & pp spiralled, cont spiralling) o n 
-1. a curve that winds around a single line 
many times. -2. [of wages, prices] a continu¬ 
ous increase or decrease in something that is 
difficult to control and causes problems □ 
Salaries went into an upward spiral. □ We are on 
a downward spiral into a culture of fear. □ an in¬ 
flationary spiral. 

o adj [curve, movement, motif] that has the 
form of a spiral. 

o vi -1. [staircase, aircraft, smoke] to move up 
or down in a spiral curve □ Smoke spiraled 
from the wreckage. -2. [prices, wages] to in¬ 
crease quickly in an uncontrolled way that 
causes problems □ Spiraling costs put an end to 
the project. -3. to spiral downward [amount, 

level, costs! to decrease quickly in an uncon¬ 
trolled way that causes problems, 

spiral staircase n a staircase built in the 
shape of a spiral. 

spire ['sparo'] n a structure on a church roof 
that is wide at the bottom and narrows to a 
point at the top. 

spirit ['spirit] o n -1. the part of somebody 
that is separate from their body and that af¬ 
fects the way they feel and what type of 
person they are □ He was weak in spirit. □ The 
spirit of Hendrix lives on in modern rock music. □ 
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This job attracts free spirits. -2. [of a dead per¬ 
son] a being that has no physical body, and 
is often the ghost of a dead person □ evil 
spirits. -3. [of a team, army] strength and de¬ 
termination □ the fighting spirit of the Raiders □ 
They'll never break our spirit. □ Tina showed a 
great deal of spirit in the way she stood up to 
him. -4. [of optimism, despair] the way that a 
person or group feels and acts □ We're trying 
to encourage a spirit of cooperation. □ The perfor¬ 
mance was done in a spirit of fun. ■ to enter 
into the spirit of sthg to participate in sthg 
enthusiastically □ After a while, the others en¬ 
tered into the spirit of the occasion. -5. [of a law, 
agreement! the essential quality or character 
of something □ Protectionist measures go 
against the whole spirit of our union, 

o vt to spirit sb into/out of a place to take sb 
into/out of a place quickly and secredy □ 
Mendez was spirited out of the country. 

♦ spirits npl -1. one’s mood or state of mind 
□ He was in good spirits. ■ to be in high/low 
spirits to be cheerful/unhappy □ / found him 
in high spirits, celebrating his win. -2. strong al¬ 
coholic drinks such as vodka and gin □ / nev¬ 
er drink spirits. 

spirited ['spiritad] adj [defense, debate] that is 
lively and determined □ Kennedy gave a spirit¬ 
ed performance. 

spirit level n an instrument used for testing 
whether a surface is level or not. 

spiritual ['spiritjual] adj -1. [experience, welfare] 
that is connected with one’s feelings and 
beliefs and not with one’s body □ / feel I've 
been neglecting my spiritual side lately. -2. [lead¬ 
er, beliefs, music] that is connected with reli¬ 
gion □ The godparents are responsible for the 
child's spiritual guidance. 

spiritualism ['sprntfijalizm] n the belief that 
people who are dead can communicate with 
people who are still alive. 

spiritualist ['spiritjuabst] n a person who be¬ 
lieves in spiritualism and who tries to com¬ 
municate with dead people. 

spit [spit] (US pt & pp spit, cotit spitting, GB pt 
& pp spat, cont spitting) o « -1. the liquid 
produced in one’s mouth. -2. a thin rod for 
sticking pieces of meat on so they can be 
cooked over a fire □ chicken cooked on a spit, 
o vi to send spit out of one’s mouth with 
force □ Richardson was spat at by protesters. 
O v impers it's spitting it’s raining very light- 

>y- 
♦ spit out vt sep -1. to spit sthg out [food, liq¬ 

uid] to make sthg leave one’s mouth with 
force □ She spat the medicine out. -2. to spit 
sthg out to say sthg angrily □ He spat the 
words out in disgust, ■ spit it out! a phrase 
used to tell somebody to say what they are 
thinking immediately □ Come on, spit it out! 
Where did you find this? 

spite [spait] o n to do sthg out of or from spite 
to do sthg unpleasant because one wants to 
hurt or upset somebody □ He said it out of 
spite, o vf to annoy or upset <sb> deliber¬ 
ately □ / know you only did it to spite me. 

♦ in spite of prep despite <sthg> □ In spite of 

everything, I still care for you. □ She arrived there 
on time, in spite of the traffic, m to do sthg in 

spite of oneself to do sthg without expecting 
to or meaning to □ / ended up apologizing in 
spite of myself. 

spiteful [’spaitfl] adj [behavior, remark] that 
shows a desire to hurt or upset somebody □ 
He's a very spiteful person. 

spitting image [,spitig-[ n to be the spitting 

image of sb to look exacdy like sb □ He's the 
spitting image of his dad. 

spittle fspitl] n the liquid produced in one's 
mouth. 

splash [splaef] o vt -1. to splash sb/sthg with 

sthg to throw or send drops of liquid over 
sb/sthg □ The kids were splashing each other in 
the pool. □ The bus splashed us with mud. m to 

splash sthg on or over sb/sthg to throw or 
put sthg liquid on OR over sb/sthg in a care¬ 
less way □ You'll splash paint all over the carpet. 
-2. [liquid] to fall noisily against <sb/sthg> □ 
The waves splashed the deck of the ship, 
o vi -1. to splash around or about to move 
around in a liquid in a noisy and sometimes 
messy way □ The kids splashed through the 
puddles. -2. to splash on/against sthg [liquid] 

to fall noisily on/against sthg. 
On -1. the sound made when something 
hits a liquid or when some liquid hits some¬ 
thing □ The rock fell into the water with a loud 
splash. -2. [of mud, paint] a small amount of 
something, usually a liquid, that leaves a 
mark on something □ There were splashes of 
blood on his shirt. -3. a splash of color an area 
of bright color □ The canvas was dotted with 
splashes of red. 

♦ splash down vi [spacecraft] to land in the 
sea after a flight. 

♦ splash out (informal use) o vt sep to splash 

out a sum of money to spend a large sum of 
money □ He splashed out $600 on a new watch. 
o vi: We really splashed out this year, n He's just 
splashed out on a new car. 

splashdown ['splaejdaun] n the landing of a 
spacecraft in the sea. 

splashguard ['sptefgadd] n US a piece of rub¬ 
ber or plastic hanging behind the wheel of a 
vehicle to stop mud from being thrown up. 

splay [splei] vt to spread out <one’s feet, legs, 
fingers> etc □ Chris sat with his legs splayed. 

spleen [splitn] n -1. anatomy an organ near 
one’s stomach that produces antibodies and 
removes impurities from the blood. -2. great 
anger (formal or literary use) □ He vented his 
spleen in an angry letter. 

splendid ['splendad] adj -1. [occasion, achieve¬ 

ment) that one thinks is very good □ What a 
splendid idea! -2. [building, dress] that is beau¬ 
tiful and impressive □ They lived in a splendid 
mansion. 

splendidly [’splendadli] adv -1. [perform, write, 

behave] very well □ My work is going splendid¬ 
ly. -2. [design, dress, entertain] in a magnificent 
and impressive way. 

splendor us, splendour gb ['splendar[ n -1. [of 

a building, work of art] impressive beauty □ / 
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was quite overawed by the splendor of the pal¬ 
ace. -2. an impressive and beautiful feature 
or aspect □ one of the splendors of Rome. 

splice [splais] vt to join together <two pieces 
of rope, film, tape> etc. 

splint [splint] ti a piece of wood or metal at¬ 
tached to a broken arm, leg etc to keep it 
straight while the bone mends. 

splinter ['splinto'] o n a small, thin, sharp 
piece of wood, glass etc that has broken off 
a larger piece □ / have a splinter in my finger, 
o vt to be splintered [wood, glass, metal] to be 
broken and have a lot of splinters □ The door 
was all splintered, as if someone had tried to 
break it down, o vi to break and make a lot of 
splinters □ Be careful, this wood splinters easily. 

splinter group n a group of people who no 
longer agree with the views of a larger or¬ 
ganization and so have formed a separate 
organization. 

split [split] {pt & pp split, cont splitting) o n 
-1. [in wood, rock] a long crack □ There's a split 
in the table. -2. [in a fabric] a long tear made in 
a fabric □ There's a split along the seam. 
-3. [between people] a disagreement or divi¬ 
sion between people in the same group □ 
There are rumors of a boardroom split. □ The new 
policy announcement has caused a deep split in 
the party. -4. to do a split US to stretch one’s 
legs wide apart so that they point in oppo¬ 
site directions and touch the ground along 
their whole length. 

o vt -1. [wood, stone] to cause <sthg> to 
crack □ He split the log with an ax. -2. [shirt, 

trousers] to cause <sthg> to tear □ When I 
bent over, I split my pants all down the back. 
-3. [organization, party] to cause <a group of 
people> to disagree and divide into two or 
more different groups □ This latest disagree¬ 
ment has split the party into several opposing fac¬ 
tions. -4. [profits, expense, work] to share 
<sthg> equally □ We agreed to split the win¬ 
nings. □ Tm not very hungry but we could split a 
pizza if you like. ■ to split the difference to 
agree on an amount halfway between two 
amounts already mentioned □ Let's split the 
difference and call it $20. 

o vt -1. [wood, stone] to crack □ The ship split 
in two when it hit the rocks. -2. [shirt, pants] to 
tear □ The bag split and everything fell out. 
-3. [organization, party] to divide into two or 
more parts □ The road splits here. -4. [person] 

to leave (very informal use) □ Let's split! 

♦ splits npl to do the splits GB = to do a split. 

♦ split off o vt sep to split sthg off [piece of 

wood, rock, branch] to break sthg off from the 
main part □ / always keep fresh garlic in the 
kitchen and just split a clove off when I need it. 
o vi -1. [piece of wood, rock] to crack or tear □ 
The package had split open. -2. [person, group] 

to become separate from the main part of a 
group, organization etc □ They split off from 
the tour party at the corner. 

♦ split up o vt sep to split sthg up to separate 
sthg into different sections □ His speech was 
split up into three distinct parts, o vi -1. [group, 

friends] to go in different directions □ We 

agreed to split up and then meet later on in the 
bar. -2. [couple] to end a relationship □ She 
split up with her boyfriend. □ Haven't you heard? 
They split up. 

split end n the end of a hair on one’s head 
that has split into two or more different 
parts □ I've got split ends — / must get my hair 
cut. 

split-level adj [building, house, room] that has 
floors with parts at different heights. 

split pea n a pea that has been dried and split 
into its two natural halves, used in cooking. 

split personality n a condition in which 
somebody’s moods change so quickly that 
they appear to have two different personal¬ 
ities. 

split screen n -1. cinema & tv a technique 
that allows two scenes to be shown on the 
screen at the same time. -2. computing a 
technique that allows two different sets of 
information to be shown on the screen at 
the same time. 

split second n an extremely short period of 
time □ For a split second I thought she was jok¬ 
ing. 

splitting [’splitig] adj a splitting headache a 
very severe headache. 

splutter ['spUta'] o vi -1. to talk in an unclear 
and confused way, usually because one is 
angry, embarrassed etc. -2. [fire, flames] to 
make a sound similar to that of somebody 
spitting □ The engine spluttered and died. □ Sam 
resurfaced, coughing and spluttering, o vt to say 
<sthg> in an unclear and confused way be¬ 
cause one is angry, embarrassed etc □ "/ nev¬ 
er said anything of the sort," he spluttered. 

Spock [spDk], Benjamin (1903- ) a US doctor 
well known for his advice about bringing up 
children. 

spoil [spoil] (us pt & pp spoiled, GB pt & pp 
spoilt or spoiled) vf -1. [view, vacation, food] to 
destroy the quality of <sthg> □ You'll spoil 
your appetite if you eat now. □ You had to go and 
spoil everyone else's fun, didn't you? -2. [child] 
to treat <sb> too well with the result that 
they become selfish □ She spoils that son of 
hers. -3. [person] to give <sb> something 
pleasant that they do not usually have □ 
Breakfast in bed! You're spoiling me. □ Tm going 
to spoil myself for a change. 

♦ spoils npl valuable things that one gets 
without paying for them, especially as a re¬ 
sult of winning a battle □ the spoils of war. 

spoiled [spoild] adj -1. [child] who behaves in a 
selfish way because they have been given 
everything they want □ He's just a spoiled 
brat! -2. [food, dinner] that is not pleasant to 
eat because it has been cooked for too long 
□ The chicken's spoiled, I'm afraid. 

spoiler ['spoils'-] « auto & aviation a device fit¬ 
ted to the body of a vehicle to give it better 
balance when it moves fast. 

spoilsport ['spoilsport] n a person who tries to 
stop other people from having fun □ Don't be 
such a spoilsport — come and join in! 

spoils system n a practice in US politics in 
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which the winners of elections give govern¬ 
ment jobs to the people who supported 
them. 

Spoilt [spoilt] GB o past tense d? fast farticifle 
of spoil, o adj = spoiled. 

spoke [spook] o fast tense of speak, o n any 
of the thin metal rods that connect the out¬ 
side of a wheel to the center. 

spoken ['spookn] fast farticifle of speak, 

spokesman ['spouksmon] (pi spokesmen [-man]) 

n a male spokesperson. 

spokesperson ['spouksp3irsn] (jd spokespeople) 

n a person chosen to speak for a group or 
organization officially □ a spokesperson for the 
UN □ a government spokesperson. 

spokeswoman ['spoukswomon] (pi spokes¬ 

women) n a female spokesperson. 

sponge [spAnd3] o « -l. a piece of a very light 
and soft material that is full of holes and is 
used for washing □ a bath sponge. -2. a 
sponge cake, o vt [face, wound, carl to clean 
<sthg> by rubbing it with a wet sponge or 
cloth, o vi to sponge off sb to get money, 
food etc from sb without doing anything in 
return (informal and disapproving use) □ Gary's 
always sponging off his parents. □ These people 
are just sponging off the State. 

sponge bag n GB = toilet bag. 

sponge bath n US a complete wash given to 
somebody who cannot get out of bed. 

sponge cake n a very light cake made with 
sugar, eggs, flour, and, sometimes, butter, 

sponge pudding n GB a pudding made with 
sugar, eggs, flour, and butter, 

sponger ['spAnd3or] n a person who gets mon¬ 
ey, food etc from other people without do¬ 
ing anything in return (informal and disapprov¬ 
ing use) □ He's a real sponger; I don't think he's 
ever had a job. 

spongy f'spAnd3i] (comfar spongier, superl 
spongiest) adj (bread, ground] that is soft and 
full of air, like a sponge □ The lungs are made 
up of spongy tissue. 

sponsor ['spons3r] o « -1. a person or organi¬ 
zation that provides the money to pay for 
something such as a TV program or sports 
event, often in return for publicity □ 
Hampson's, sponsor of the Southern Games. 
-2. GB & AUS a person or organization that 
agrees to give an amount of money to char¬ 
ity if somebody succeeds in doing some¬ 
thing difficult or unusual □ Have they found a 
sponsor for the Everest expedition yet? 
o vt -1. [event, training, research] to provide 
money to pay for <sthg>, often in return for 
publicity □ This broadcast was sponsored by 
Infotec. -2. GB & AUS [walker, swimmer, runner] 

to promise to pay <sb> a particular amount 
of money if they achieve something □ / spon¬ 
sored her for $2 a mile. -3. [bill, appeal, proposal] 

to support <sthg> officially □ The bill is being 
sponsored by a small group of Congressmen. 

sponsored walk [,sponsord-] n GB an event in 
which people walk a particular distance to 
make money for charity by finding sponsors 

who agree to pay them a certain amount of 
money for each mile they walk. 

‘W SPONSORED WALK 
Sponsored walks have become a popular 
activity in Britain and Australia, often rais¬ 
ing large amounts of money for charity. 
More recently, other kinds of event have 
been organized, such as sponsored swims, 
cycle rides, or even parachute jumps. 
In the USA, charities also organize spon¬ 

sored events but give them different names, 
such as “the March of Dimes” or “the 
Walkathon”. 

sponsorship ['spnns3rJip] n [for research, train¬ 

ing, an event] financial support □ We need to 
find sponsorship for our next project. □ a $4 mil¬ 
lion sponsorship deal. 

spontaneity [us .spDntn'iiati, GB .sponto'neioti] 

n: see spontaneous. 

spontaneous [spon'teinjas] adj -1. [act, offer, 

applause] that happens naturally, without be¬ 
ing forced or planned □ It was an act of spon¬ 
taneous generosity on Adam's part. -2. [event, 

combustion, recovery] that is not caused by 
outside influences or events. 

spontaneously [spDn'teinjosli] adv [act, occur] 

see spontaneous. 

spoof [spuif] n an amusing imitation of the 

style of something □ It's a spoof of or on disas¬ 
ter movies. 

spook [spu:k] vt to frighten <sb> (informal use) 
□ That phone call last night really spooked me. 

spooky [‘spuiki] (comfar spookier, superl spook¬ 
iest) adj [place, house, story] that is strange 
and frightening (informal use). 

spool [spud] On a round object like a wheel 
or cylinder that thread, tape, film etc is 
wound around, o vi computing to transfer 
data from a disk to a tape. 

spoon [spurn] o « an object with a long han¬ 
dle and an end shaped like a shallow bowl, 
used for eating, serving, and mixing food; a 
spoonful □ knives, forks, and spoons □ Can I 
have two spoons of sugar in my coffee? o vt to 
spoon sthg onto/into sthg to put sthg onto/ 
into sthg using a spoon n She sat spooning ap¬ 
ple puree into the baby's mouth. 

spoon-feed vt -1. [baby, patient] to feed <sb> 
using a spoon □ Little Amy's still being spoon¬ 
fed. -2. [pupil, student] to present information 
to <sb> in such an easy form that they do 
not have to think for themselves (disapprov¬ 
ing use). 

spoonful ['spuinfl] (pi spoonfuls or spoonsful) n 
[of salt, sugar, flour] the amount of something 
that can be held in a spoon □ Add a spoonful 
of honey. 

sporadic [spa'raedik] adj [fighting, disease] that 
happens for short periods of time at irregu¬ 
lar intervals □ There were sporadic bursts of 
gunfire. 

sport [spoil] on-1. a game or activity which 
people do for pleasure or physical exercise □ 
Do you do any sports? □ / don't like competitive 
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sports. □ Football is my favorite sport. □ She was 
never any good at sports. -2. a person who ac¬ 
cepts something difficult, such as defeat, in 
a cheerful way □ He's a good sport, o vt to be 
sporting sthg [dress, tie] to be wearing sthg □ 
Pierre was sporting a red bow tie. 

♦ sports comp [clothing, field] that is used for 
playing sports □ a sports instructor. 

sporting ['spo:rtir|] adj -1. [event, achievements] 
that is connected with a sport □ This race is 
one of the major events in the sporting calendar. 
-2. a sporting chance quite a good chance of 
doing something □ They have a sporting chance 
of winning. 

sports car n a very fast car that usually has 
only two seats. 

sports day n GB a day on which a school 
holds competitions for its pupils in various 
athletic events. 

sports jacket n a casual jacket for a man. 

sportsman ['sportsman] {pi sportsmen [-man]) 
n a man who plays sports, 

sportsmanship ['spoitsmanfip] n the quality 
of being honest and fair in a game, 

sports pages npl the pages in a newspaper 
that deal with sports. 

sportswear ['spa:rtswear] n special clothing 
worn for sports and leisure activities, 

sportswoman ['sportswuman] (pi sportswom¬ 
en) n a woman who plays sports, 

sporty [’spaiti] (compar sportier, superl sporti¬ 
est) adj -1. [person] who likes playing sports. 
-2. [car] fast; [clothes] bright and casual, 

spot [spr>t] (pt & pp spotted, corn spotting) o n 
-1. [of blood, ink, paint] a small round mark on 
the surface of something o There was a small 
spot of grease on his shirt. -2. [on one's skin] a 
very small round area of red skin that is 
caused by a disease; GB a very small raised 
area of red skin, especially on one’s face □ / 
was covered in spots. □ teenage spots. -3. a 
spot of lunch/work etc a small amount of 
lunch/work etc (informal use) □ How do you 
fancy a spot of supper after work? -4. [place] a 
particular place □ We found a quiet spot for a 
picnic, ■ on the spot at the particular place 
where something is happening □ And our re¬ 
porter, Callum McBrines, is on the spot in Cairo. ■ 
to do sthg on the spot to do sthg immediate¬ 
ly □ We can repair your car on the spot if you 
like. -5. radio & tv a part of a broadcast or 
show reserved for a particular performer □ 
I've always liked your spot on the Jimmy Braith 
show. -6. phrases to have a soft spot for sb to 
like sb □ / think the boss has a soft spot for you, 
Mark, m to put sb on the spot to force sb to 
make a difficult decision quickly and, often, 
publicly □ He really put me on the spot when he 
asked how much I wanted for it. o / don't want to 
put you on the spot about this, 

o vt [person, object] to notice <sb/sthg> □ 
Tom Hanks was spotted in a store downtown 
yesterday. □ / didn't spot many mistakes in the 
text. 

spot check n an unexpected examination of 
one of a group of people or things. 

spotless [’spDtlas] adj [clothing, room] that 
looks completely clean □ Their kitchen is al¬ 
ways absolutely spotless. 

spotlight [’spDtlait] « a bright light that can be 
directed to light up a small area, e.g. in a 
theater or room. ■ to be in the spotlight to 
receive a lot of public attention □ Carl’s still 
not used to being in the spotlight. 

spot-on adj to be spot-on GB [guess, answer] to 

be exactly right (informal use) □ "I'd guess 
about three million?" — "Spot-on!" 

spot price n the price for something when it 
is being paid for immediately in cash. 

spotted I'spntod] adj [material, design] that has 
a pattern of spots on it □ He was wearing a 
green and white spotted tie. 

spotty ['spoti] (compar spottier, superl spotti¬ 

est) adj -1. US [work, performance] of incon¬ 
sistent quality. -2. GB [person] who has pim¬ 
ples on their skin, especially on their face. 

spouse [spaos] m a husband or wife (formal 
use). 

spout [spaut] On-1. a tube, pipe etc that liq¬ 
uid comes out of o a watering can with a long 
spout. -2. a spout of water/blood etc an 
amount of water/blood etc that comes out 
of something quickly and with a lot of 
force, o vt [facts, nonsense] to say <a lot of 
things> without stopping to think (informal 
use) □ As usual, he was just spouting Marxist 
theory, o vi to spout from or out of sthg [liquid, 

flame] to come out of sthg quickly and with 
a lot of force □ Smoke was spouting out of or 

from the chimney. 

sprain [sprein] o vt [ankle, wrist, ligament] to 
damage <part of one’s body> by twisting it 
suddenly □ She sprained her ankle in a fall, o n: 
That's a nasty sprain. 

sprang [spraerj] past tense of spring. 

sprat [spraet] n a small herring. 

sprawl [sprori] o vi -1. [person] to sit or lie 
with one’s arms and legs spread out care¬ 
lessly □ He sprawled out on the sofa. -2. [place, 

town] to cover a large area of land in a way 
that does not look planned □ The city 
sprawled beneath them, o n: We drove through 
miles of urban sprawl. 

sprawling ['sprodip] adj [city, building] that 
sprawls □ Tokyo's sprawling suburbs. 

spray [sprei] o « -i. [of water] very small drops 
of water in the air, e.g. from the sea or a 
fountain □ The fine spray from the waterfall 
soaked my hair and clothing. -2. [of deodorant, 

perfume] liquid in a special container that is 
under pressure and is forced out of it in very 
small drops; a container that contains this 
liquid □ insect spray □ a deodorant spray. -3. [of 

flowers] a small bunch of flowers; a group of 
flowers growing on the same branch or 
stem □ She was holding a spray of freesias. 

o vt -1. [person, crop, field] to cover <sb/sthg> 
with a stream of liquid; to send <a stream 
of liquid> over somebody or something □ / 
got sprayed with water. -2. [paint, perfume, pesti¬ 

cide] to force <sthg> out of a container in 
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very small drops □ She sprayed air freshener 
around the room to hide the smell of damp, 

o vt -1. [liquid] When he opened the champagne, 
it sprayed all over the place. -2. [farmer] They 
have been spraying against blight. 

spray can n a can that contains liquid under 
pressure and has a nozzle at the top for 
spraying it. 

spray paint n paint sprayed from a can. 

spread [spred] (ft & ftp spread) o vt -1. [map, 

tablecloth] to unfold <sthg> and lay it on a 
flat surface □ He spread the blanket on the 
grass, m to spread one's arms/fingers etc to 
stretch one’s arms/fingers etc so that they 
are far apart from each other. -2. [butter, jam, 

glue] to put a layer of <sthg> on a surface; 
to cover <a surface> with a layer of some¬ 
thing □ Spread the mustard over the ham or 

Spread the ham with mustard. -3. [disease, ru¬ 

mor, news] to pass <sthg> to more and more 
people o Exports helped to spread the new tech¬ 
nology to Asia. -4. to be spread over a period 

of time to happen during a period of time □ 
The tourist season is now spread over six 
months. -5. [dirt, straw] to arrange <sthg> so 
that it covers an area □ The troops are spread 
too thinly to be effective. -6. [wealth, work] to 
share <sthg> out evenly □ / suggest we 
spread the workload between us. 
o vi -1. [fire, disease, desert] to affect a larger 
area or more people □ Fighting has spread to 
the north of the country. -2. [ideas, rumors] to 
become known by more and more people □ 
News of the flood spread quickly. 
On-1. [on bread] a food in the form of a soft 
paste for putting on bread □ salmon/choc¬ 
olate/sandwich spread. -2. [of a fire, disease] the 
act of spreading □ They are trying to prevent 
the spread of unrest to other cities. -3. [of sub¬ 

jects, products] a large number of different 
kinds of something □ a broad spread of opin¬ 
ion. -4. [in a magazine, newspaper] an article or 
advertisement with pictures on two facing 
pages of a newspaper or magazine □ a 

double-page spread. -5. [of food] a large meal 
in which different kinds of food are placed 
on a table a What a magnificent spread! 

♦ spread out o vt sep> -1. to be spread out 

[people, animals, vehicles] to be far apart; [city, 

forest] to cover a wide area □ The runners are 
now spread out. -2. to spread sthg out [table¬ 

cloth, one's arms] to unfold sthg on a flat sur¬ 
face □ We spread the map out on the table, o vi 
[people, animals, vehicles] to move away from 
one another □ The search party spread out 
across the field. 

spread-eagled [us 'spredfigld, GB spred'iigld] 
adj [person] who is lying flat with their arms 
and legs spread out □ Richie lay spread-eagled 

on the bed. 

spreadsheet ['spredfiit] « a type of computer 
software that allows one to enter text and 
figures in the form of tables and to do calcu¬ 
lations, accounting etc automatically. 

spree [spri:] n a short period during which 
one does a lot of something enjoyable □ 
They went on a spending/shopping/drinking spree. 

sprig [sprig] n a small piece of the stem of a 
plant or tree that has some leaves on it □ a 
sprig of holly. 

sprightly [‘spraitli] (compar sprightlier, superl 
sprightliest) adj [person] who is lively and ac¬ 
tive even though they are old □ She's very 
sprightly for her age. 

spring [sprig] {ft sprang, p>p sprung) o n 
-1. the season between winter and summer, 
when the weather begins to get warmer a / 
hope to be back in the States next spring. □ 
Those trees are covered with blossom in spring. □ 
I like the spring flowers/colors/weather. -2. [in a 
bed, watch] a device, usually a metal coil, 
that returns to its original shape after being 
pressed together or stretched □ a bed/watch 
spring. -3. [of a person] a movement or jump 
that is sudden and quick □ He made a sud¬ 
den spring for the knife. -4. [in the ground] a 
place where water comes naturally out of 
the ground □ volcanic/hot/mountain springs, 
o vt -1. to spring sthg on sb [news, surprise] 

to tell sb sthg that surprises them □ My boss 
suddenly sprang it on me that she was going to 
Lisbon for a week. -2. to spring a leak [ship, 

container] to begin to leak, 
o vi -1. [person, animal] to move or jump sud¬ 
denly and quickly □ The leopard crouches, 
ready to spring. □ She sprang to her feet/to the 
door. ■ to spring into action [person, organiza¬ 

tion] to begin to do something suddenly □ 
The police sprang into action. ■ to spring to life 
[machine, car] to begin to work suddenly □ 
The engine sprang to life. -2. [bow, elastic, coil] 

to be released and move quickly in a par¬ 
ticular direction, as if by the action of a 
spring □ The branch sprang back and hit him in 
the face. □ The door sprang open/shut. -3. to 
spring from sthg to be the result of sthg □ 
Their aggression springs from fear. 

♦ spring up vi -1. [person, animal] to get up 
quickly □ She sprang up eagerly to greet them. 
-2. [child] to grow quickly □ Alice is springing 
up so fast now. -3. [problem, relationship! to ap¬ 
pear suddenly □ New businesses are springing 
up everywhere. 

springboard ['sprigbo:rd] n -1. sport a flexible 
board that allows somebody to jump high 
before diving into a swimming pool. -2. 
something that makes a particular future 
event or activity possible □ We'll use the 
show as a springboard for the product launch. 

spring-clean o vt to clean <a house> very 
thoroughly, o vi: I've been spring-cleaning all day. 

spring-loaded adj [mechanism, device] that is 
held in place by means of a spring, 

spring onion n GB a small onion with a long 
green stem, usually eaten raw in salads, 

spring roll n a Chinese food that consists of a 
thin roll of pastry filled with vegetables or 
meat and fried. 

spring tide n the tide when there is a new 
moon or full moon and during which the 
sea level rises and falls the most. 

springtime ['sprigtaim] « in (the) springtime 
during the spring. 

springy ['sprigi] (compar springier, super! spring- 



sprinkle 1030 

iest) adj [carpet, mattress, ground) that is soft 
and returns to its normal shape after being 
pressed flat □ This bed is very springyI 

sprinkle [‘sprirjkl] vt [liquid, powder] to drop 
<sthg> on a surface in very small amounts; 
[surface, food] to cover <sthg> with small 
drops of liquid or amounts of powder □ / 
sprinkled sugar on or over my cereal. □ Now 
sprinkle the sauce with parsley. 

sprinkler ['sprigkl3r] « -1. a system for sprin¬ 
kling water inside a building when there is a 
fire. -2. a system of hoses connected to a 
timer for sprinkling water on a garden, 

sprinkling ['sprigklig] n [of water, salt] a very 
small amount of something, 

sprint [sprint] o n sport a short fast race, o vi 
to run fast for a short distance, 

sprinter f'spnntor] n sport a runner who is 
trained to run in sprints, 

sprite [sprait] n a playful fairy (literary use), 

spritzer ['sprits3r] n a drink that consists of 
white wine and soda water, 

sprocket ['sprokat] n a wheel with a set of 
teeth that fit into holes in something, e.g. in 
a bicycle chain or roll of film, 

sprout [spraut] o vt -1. [leaves, buds] to cause 
<sthg> to grow □ The seeds had sprouted little 
shoots. -2. [horns, hair, feathers] to grow 
<sthg> suddenly □ Before we knew it, Ralph 
had sprouted a mustache, o vi -1. [bean, seed] 

to cause new shoots to grow. -2. [leaves, hair, 

feathers] to grow suddenly □ A little beard had 
sprouted on his chin. -3. to sprout (up) [plant, 

person] to grow quickly; [new town, building] 

to appear suddenly □ Jenny has certainly 
sprouted up in the last year. □ New businesses 
have sprouted up all over the country, o « -l. = 
brussels sprout. -2. a new shoot on a plant. 
-3. a shoot on a bean seed that is eaten as a 
vegetable. 

spruce [spruis] o adj [person, appearance] that 
is neat and pleasant to look at. o n an ever¬ 
green tree with needles that grows in north¬ 
ern Europe, Asia, and America. 

♦ spruce up vt sep to spruce sb/sthg up [per¬ 
son, room, house] to make sb/sthg look neat¬ 
er and more attractive □ He went to spruce 
himself up before dinner. 

sprung [sprAg] past participle of spring, 

spry [sprai] (compar sprier, superl spriest) adj 
[person] who is lively and active even though 
they are old. 

SPUC {abbr of Society for the Protection of the 
Unborn Child) n the SPUC a British organiza¬ 
tion that is against abortion. 

spud [spAd] n a potato (informal use), 

spun [spAn] past tense 62. past participle of spin, 

spunk [spAgk] n courage (informal use). 

spur [sp3:r] {pt & pp spurred, cont spurring) 
^ vt -1. to spur sb to do sthg to encourage 
sb to do sthg □ It was his support that spurred 
me to write the novel. -2. to make <a horse> 
go faster by digging spurs into its sides, o « 
-1. something that encourages somebody to 
do something □ Easy credit is a spur to con¬ 

sumption. -2. a sharp metal device on a rid¬ 
er's boot, used to make a horse go faster. 
-3. phrase on the spur of the moment sudden¬ 
ly and without having thought about it ear¬ 
lier □ / just decided to leave on the spur of the 
moment. 

♦ spur on vt sep to spur sb on to encourage 
sb to do something better, or to continue 
doing something □ / was spurred on by this 
success. 

spurious [’spoarias] adj -1. [interest, affection] 

that seems real but is not □ Her display of 
emotion was entirely spurious. -2. [argument, 

statement, claim] that is not true or correct 
because it is based on a mistake □ The whole 
basis of the argument was spurious. 

spurn [sp3:rn] vf [offer, help, lover] to refuse to 
accept <sb/sthg> (literary use) □ He spurned 
his father's offer of help. 

spurt [sp3irt] o n -1. [of steam, water, flames] a 
small amount of a liquid, flames, or gas that 
comes out of somewhere quickly and sud¬ 
denly □ A sudden spurt of steam came from the 
machine. -2. [of activity, energy] a short intense 
period of something □ / had a sudden spurt of 
energy. -3. to put on a spurt to increase one’s 
speed suddenly and for a short time, e.g. 
while running, cycling, or working □ She put 
on a spurt and caught up with the others, o vi 
-1. [steam, water, flames] to come out of 
somewhere suddenly and with force. -2. 
[person] to increase one’s speed suddenly. 

sputter ['spAtar] vi -1. [engine] to make soft ir¬ 
regular noises that sound like somebody 
spitting □ The moped sputtered and came to a 
halt. -2. [person] to speak with short sounds 
as if one is spitting, e.g. because one is con¬ 
fused or embarrassed. -3. [fire, oil] to spit. 

spy [spai] {pi spies, pt & pp spied) o n a per¬ 
son whose job is to get secret information 
from other countries or organizations □ He 
was accused of being a spy for the KGB or a KGB 
spy. o vt to notice or discover <sb/sthg> □ / 
spied him going into the bar. o vi -1. to work 
as a spy for a particular country or organiza¬ 
tion □ They discovered she had been spying for 
the enemy. -2. to spy on sb to watch sb se¬ 
cretly □ / have a nasty feeling that someone is 
spying on me. 

spying ['spang] n the activity of working as a 
spy □ He was accused of spying. 

spy satellite « a satellite in space that is used 
for spying, e.g. by taking photographs of 
military sites. 

Sq., sq. abbr of square □ Leicester Sq. □ 20 sq. 
miles. 

squabble ['skwDbl] o « a quarrel about some¬ 
thing unimportant, o vi to have a squabble 
□ They're always squabbling about or over petty 
things. 

squad [skwDd] n -1. part of a police force that 
deals with a particular type of crime □ the 
drugs/fraud squad. -2. military a small group 
of soldiers with a particular duty. -3. sport a 
group of players which a team is chosen 
from □ The squad for next week's game has 
been announced. 
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squad car n a police patrol car. 

squadron ['skwndran] w -1. a group of military 
aircraft or ships on a particular mission. 
-2. a section of the armed forces that con¬ 
sists of two or more divisions. 

squadron leader « an officer in the British air 
force ranking above a flight lieutenant and 
below a wing commander, 

squalid ['skwolad] adj -1. [place, conditions] that 
looks very dirty, untidy, and unpleasant □ 
Their apartment was pretty squalid. -2. [activity, 
behavior, business] that one finds unpleasant 
and dishonest □ / don't want to get involved in 
his squalid little affairs. 

squall [skwod] n a sudden short storm, espe¬ 
cially at sea. 

squalor ['skwDta'] n dirty and unpleasant con¬ 
ditions □ They live in squalor. 

squander ['skwondaH vt [money, resources, op¬ 
portunity] to use <sthg> too quickly or in the 
wrong way, with the result that one wastes 
it. 

square [skwear] o « -1. geometry a shape (□) 
made of four sides, all of the same length, 
that are at right angles to each other o He 
drew a square on the paper. -2. [in a town, city] 
an open public space in a town or city, 
usually surrounded by buildings □ the main 
square. -3. [person] a person who one thinks 
is boring or unfashionable (informal use) □ 
Noel's such a square. -4. phrase to be back to 
square one to have to start doing something 
again from the beginning □ It looks like we're 
back to square one again with the Carlson bid. 
o adj -1. [room, face] that is shaped like a 
square □ You'll need a square piece of paper. □ 
Is it square or rectangular? -2. a square meter/ 
mile etc an area equal in size to a square 
whose sides are all one meter/mile etc long 
□ The tiles cost $50 per square meter. □ The 
room is 15 feet square. □ The apartment has 60 
square feet. -3. to be (all) square [people] not 
to owe each other money □ / did owe him 
money but we're all square now. -4. [person, 
clothes] that looks unfashionable, boring, or 
out of date (informal use), 
o vt -1. math to multiply <a number> by it¬ 
self □ 4 squared equals 16. -2. to square sthg 
with sthg to make sthg match or agree with 
sthg □ His story doesn't square with the facts. 

♦ square up vi -1. to square up with sb to pay 
sb what one owes them. -2. to square up to 
sb/sthg [to an enemy, problem] to face sb/sthg 
and deal with them. 

squared [skweard] adj [paper] that has squares 
marked on it for drawing graphs, diagrams 
etc. 

square dance « a dance where four couples 
face each other in the form of a square, 

square deal « fair treatment □ / got a square 
deal on the car rental. 

squarely ['skweali] adv -1. exactly □ The table 
was placed squarely in the middle of the room. 
-2. honestly and firmly □ / told him squarely 
that I thought he was lying. 

square meal n a full meal that gives one 

plenty of nourishment □ He hasn't had a 
square meal in days. 

Square Mile: the Square Mile a small area in 
the center of London where all the major 
banks and the Stock Exchange are situated, 

square root w a number that, when multi¬ 
plied by itself, will equal a particular num¬ 
ber □ Three is the square root of nine. 

squash [skwDj] o « -1. a sport in which two 
players use rackets to hit a small rubber ball 
against one wall of a court that has four 
walls □ How about a game of squash one even¬ 
ing? □ She's a keen squash player. -2. US a veg¬ 
etable marrow, gourd, or pumpkin that can 
be eaten. -3. GB a drink made of fruit juice, 
sugar, and water □ lemon/orange squash, o vt 
to press <sthg> so that it becomes flat or 
uncomfortable □ The seat in front was squash¬ 
ing my legs. □ Careful! You're squashing me! 

squat [skwDt] (compar squatter, superl squat¬ 

test, ft & ff squatted, cont squatting) o adj 
[person] who is short and fat in an unattrac¬ 
tive way; [building] that is wide and low in 
an unattractive way. o vi -1. to squat (down) 

to crouch by balancing on one’s feet with 
one’s knees bent under one’s body □ We 
squatted down in front of the fire. -2. to live in 
an unused building without asking the own¬ 
er’s permission or paying rent, o n GB a 
building that somebody is squatting in □ 
They're living in a squat in Brixton. 

squatter ['skwDtaO « -1. a person who is liv¬ 
ing in an unused building without the own¬ 
er's permission □ They've got squatters in their 
house. -2. AUS a farmer who owns a large 
area of land. 

W SQUATTERS 
When the first Europeans settled in Aus¬ 
tralia, many of them occupied large areas of 
land that they did not own. Later, the gov¬ 
ernment gave leases to many of these 
“squatters”, and they became respectable 
landowners. Today, all rich landowners are 
called squatters, and many people use the 
disapproving word “squattocracy” to refer to 
them, suggesting that they consider them¬ 
selves as an aristocracy, or ruling class. 

squawk [skwoik] on a loud noise made by 
some types of bird when they are frightened 
or excited, o vi [bird] to make a squawk □ / 
could hear parrots squawking in the trees. 

squeak [skwi:k] o n a short high-pitched 
sound □ She let out a squeak of excitement. □ 
the squeak of brand-new shoes, o vi [person, 

animal, hinge] to make a squeak □ They could 
hear the mice/bedsprings squeaking. 

squeaky [’skwiiki] (comfar squeakier, saferl 
squeakiest) adj [bedspring, hinge, voice] that 
squeaks. 

squeal [skwid] o « a long high-pitched sound 
□ squeals of pain/delight □ We heard the squeal 
of brakes, o vi [person, animal, brakes] to make 
a squeal □ The car squealed around the corner. □ 
He squealed with pain/delight. 

squeamish [’skwiimij] adj [person] who is easi- 
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ly upset or feels sick when they see or hear 
about unpleasant things, especially blood or 
killings □ Don't watch this bit if you're at all 
squeamish. 

squeeze [skwi:z] o vt -l. [hand, tube, lemon] to 
press <sthg> firmly, usually with one’s hand 
□ He squeezed the trigger but nothing happened. 
-2. [liquid, toothpaste] to force <sthg> out of 
its container by pressing it firmly, usually 
with one’s hand □ She tried to squeeze the last 
drop of cream out of the tube. □ freshly squeezed 
orange juice. -3. to squeeze sthg into sthg to 
fit sthg into sthg with some difficulty □ We 
had to squeeze everybody into one tiny room. □ 
How did you squeeze it all into one afternoon? 
-4. to squeeze sthg out of sb (money, informa¬ 
tion] to force or persuade sb to let one have 
sthg □ They were trying to squeeze it out of me, 
but I wouldn't tell them. 
o vi to squeeze into/past/through sthg to get 
into/past/through sthg with difficulty □ He 
squeezed past the guards into the palace. 
On-1. an act of squeezing something □ She 
gave his hand a squeeze. -2. a situation in 
which a space is only just big enough for 
the people or things in it □ Five of us in that 
car was a real squeeze. 

squeezer ['skwi:zarJ n a device for squeezing 
the juice from fruit □ an orange/a lemon 
squeezer. 

squelch [skweltf] vi to make a noise that 
sounds like something being sucked □ The 
mud squelched under my boots. 

squid [skwid] (jzl squid or squids) n a sea crea¬ 
ture with a soft white body and ten tenta¬ 
cles, eaten as food. 

squiggle ['skwigl] n a line that bends in an ir¬ 
regular way □ Her signature was just a squiggle. 

squint [skwint] o « medicine a condition of the 
eyes that makes them look in different di¬ 
rections. o vi -1. medicine to have a squint. 
-2. to look at something with partly closed 
eyes in order to see it better □ / found myself 
squinting at the TV. 

squire ['skwai3r] n in the past, a man who 
owned most of the land in an English vil¬ 
lage. 

squirm [skw3:rm] vi -1. to move one’s body 
from side to side because one is nervous or 
uncomfortable □ The children got bored and 
started squirming in their chairs. -2. to feel very 
embarrassed □ / squirmed with embarrassment/ 
shame. 

squirrel [US 'skw3:ral, GB ’skwir-] n a small fur¬ 
ry animal with a long thick tail that lives in 
trees and stores nuts for the winter. 

squirt [skw3:rt] o vt [water, sauce, detergent] to 
force <a liquid> out of a container through 
a narrow space □ Squirt some oil on the hinges. 
■ to squirt sb/sthg with sthg to squirt sthg 
onto sb/sthg □ They squirted the plants with 
water, o vi [liquid] to move quickly out of a 
narrow space □ Toothpaste squirted out of the 
tube. 

Sr -1. abbr of senior. -2. religion abbr of sister. 

Sri Lanka [sri'laegks] a country in southern 

Asia, consisting of an island in the Indian 
Ocean, southeast of India, size: 66,000 sq 
kms. population: 17,800,000 (Sri Lankans). 
capital: Colombo, language: Sinhalese, cur¬ 
rency: Sri Lankan rupee. 

SS (abbr of steamship) a title used before the 
name of a ship in the merchant marine. 

SSA (abbr of Social Security Administration) n 
the SSA the US government department re¬ 
sponsible for social security. 

SSSI (abbr of Site of Special Scientific Interest) 
« in Britain, an area that is protected from 
development by the government, e.g. be¬ 
cause of its rare animals or plants. 

St -1. abbr of saint. -2. abbr of street. 

ST n abbr of standard time. 

Stab [staeb] (prt & p>p> stabbed, cont stabbing) 
o vt -1. [person] to injure or kill <sb> by 
pushing a knife into their body □ He was 
stabbed to death. -2. [object] to push <sthg> 
with a pointed object □ He stabbed the air 
with his finger, o vi: She stabbed at the map 
with her finger, o n -1. the act of stabbing 
somebody or something □ a stab wound. 
-2. to have a stab at sthg to try to do sthg 
(informal use) □ I'm willing to have a stab at it, if 
you think it's worthwhile. -3. a stab of pain/guilt 
etc a sudden strong feeling of pain/guilt etc 
□ A stab of nostalgia went through him. 

stabbing f'stasbir)] o adj a stabbing pain a sud¬ 
den sharp pain □ She felt a stabbing pain in her 
side. On an attack in which somebody is 
stabbed □ Two youths were involved in a stab¬ 
bing outside the club. 

stability [sta'bilsti] n (of a relationship, economy, 
government] see stable □ a period of stability. 

stabilize, -ise 1'steibalaiz] o vt [prices, ship, air¬ 
craft] to make <sthg> stable, o vi (prices, 
situation] to become stable. 

stabilizer ['steibalaizs1] n [on a ship, aircraft, bicy¬ 
cle] a device that helps to keep a vehicle sta¬ 
ble. 

stable ['steibl] o adj -1. [relationship, economy, 
government] that is not likely to change or 
end suddenly □ The patient's condition is stable. 
-2. [ladder, ship, aircraft] that is in a fixed posi¬ 
tion and will not move suddenly in an un¬ 
expected way □ Make sure that chair's stable 
before you stand on it. -3. [person] who is not 
likely to behave unreasonably or change 
mood suddenly □ He seems more stable since 
he started work, o n a building where horses 
are kept. 

stable boy, stable lad n GB a man or boy 
whose job is to look after the horses in a 
stable. 

staccato [sts'kcutou] adj [voice, gunfire] that is 
made up of short, hard, repeated sounds. 

stack [staek] o n -1. [of books, dishes] a pile of 
things arranged neatly, one on top of the 
other □ She added it to a stack of files on. the 
desk. -2. stacks or a stack of sthg [of money, 
time, work] a large amount of sthg (informal 
use) a I've been using stacks of paper trying to 
get this letter right, o vt -1. [books, dishes] to 
arrange <several things> into a stack □ Just 
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stack the dishes on the side there. -2. to be 

stacked with sthg to be covered with piles of 
sthg □ His desk was stacked high with files. 

♦ Stack up vi US -1. [situation] to develop (in¬ 
formal use) □ I don't like the way things are 
stacking up. -2. to stack up against sthg to 
compare with sthg □ Our product stacks up 
well against theirs. 

Stadium ['steidjam] (pi stadiums or stadia 

[-dja]) n a large sports ground with rows of 
seats for spectators around it. 

staff [us staef, GB staif] o « the people who 
work for a company or organization □ The 
company announced more staff cuts today. □ Our 
staff is made up of people from a variety of back¬ 
grounds. o vt [company, organization] to pro¬ 
vide the staff for <sthg> □ The charity shop is 
staffed by volunteers. 

staffer [us 'staefar, GB 'staifa] « a person who 
works for an organization, especially a 
newspaper company. 

Staffing [US 'staefirj, GB 'sta:f-[ n the recruit¬ 
ment, employment, or management of staff 
□ staffing difficulties/levels. 

staff nurse n in Britain, a hospital nurse 
whose rank is below that of a sister. 

Staffordshire ['staefardJV] a county in western 
central England, known as the center of the 
pottery industry, size: 2,716 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 1,032,900. administrative center: Staf¬ 
ford. 

staff room n a room in a school where teach¬ 
ers can meet and relax when they are not in 
class. 

Staffs abbr of Staffordshire. 

stag [staeg] (pi stag or stags) n an adult male 

deer. 

stage [steid3] o n -1. [of an operation, some¬ 

body's development, career] a particular period 
of a longer process or activity □ The bill is at 
the committee stage. □ I'll deal with that at a later 
stage. □ The changes were introduced in stages. 
□ There's not much we can do at this late stage. 
-2. [in a theater] a platform in a hall or thea¬ 
ter where plays, performances etc are given 
□ She is nervous about appearing on stage. ■ to 

set the stage for sthg to make the arrange¬ 
ments for sthg to happen □ The stage has 
been set for a bitter struggle between the Admin¬ 
istration and the judiciary. -3. the stage the pro¬ 
fession of being an actor or actress □ Mary 
had always wanted to go on the stage. 
o vt [play, production, strike] to organize 
<sthg> for other people to see □ Protesters 
staged a sit-in. □ No one's ever staged a show 
like this before. 

stagecoach ['steid3kooif] « a large vehicle 
pulled by horses that was used in the past 
to carry passengers and mail on fixed routes. 

Stage door « the entrance to a theater that is 
used by performers and people who work 
there. 

stage fright n the feeling of fear and nerv¬ 
ousness felt by a performer before or during 
a public performance. 

stagehand ['steid3haend] n a person whose job 

is to prepare, arrange, and move the scenery 
and stage equipment in a theater, 

stage-manage vt -1. [play, show] to organize 
the scenery, lights, and the movements of 
the performers in <a performances -2. 
[meeting, demonstration] to organize <an 
event> so that one gets a particular result □ 
The conference was carefully stage-managed to 
avoid controversy. 

stage manager n a person whose job is to 
stage-manage plays, shows etc at a theater, 

stage name n a name used by an actor or ac¬ 
tress instead of their real name, 

stagflation fistaeg'fleijn] n a mixture of infla¬ 
tion and stagnant or falling production and 
employment. 

stagger ['staegar] o vt -1. [person] to shock and 
surprise <sb> □ I was staggered by his decision. 
-2. [deliveries, working hours] to arrange 
<things> so that they happen or come at 
different times □ They stagger the shifts so that 
the workers always have a decent break, o vi to 
walk unsteadily, e.g. because one is ill, in¬ 
jured, or drunk □ Laurence staggered home 
drunk. 

staggering ['staegsrirj] adj [news, amount, size] 

that is very surprising, usually because it is 
impressive □ It was a staggering sum of money. 

staging ['steid3ig] n [of a play, show, ceremony] 

the act of organizing something for other 
people to see. 

stagnant ['stagnant] adj -1. [water, air] that 
does not move, is not fresh, and often 
smells bad. -2. [business, career] that is not 
developing or changing □ The economy had re¬ 
mained stagnant throughout that time. 

Stagnate [US 'staegneit, GB staeg'neit] vi [water, 

business] to become stagnant □ The industry's 
been allowed to stagnate for too long now. 

stagnation [staeg'neifn] tt: see stagnate □ Fol¬ 
lowing a period of stagnation, growth started to 
pick up again. 

stag party « a party for a bridegroom, 
usually the night before his wedding, that 
only men go to. 

staid [steid] adj [person, appearance, attitude] 

that seems serious, dull, and old-fashioned, 

stain [stein] o « -l. a mark that is not wanted 
and is difficult to remove □ a blood/wine stain. 
-2. a kind of dye used for wood, o vt 
-1. [clothing, furniture] to mark <sthg> with a 
stain accidentally □ The red wine stained the 
carpet. -2. to change the color of <sthg> 
with a stain □ The table was stained a rich ma¬ 
hogany. 

stained [steind] adj -1. [carpet, clothing] that has 
a stain on it. -2. [wood] that has been col¬ 
ored with a special dye. 

stained glass « pieces of colored glass fixed 
together to make a picture or design, espe¬ 
cially in church windows, 

stained-glass window n a window made of 
stained glass. 

stainless steel [.steinlas-] n a type of steel 
that does not rust □ a stainless-steel sink. 
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stain remover n a chemical substance for re¬ 
moving unwanted stains, e.g. from clothes, 
carpets, or furniture. 

stair [stear] « a step in a flight of stairs □ the 
bottom stair. 

♦ stairs npl a set of steps leading from one 
level of a building to another □ a flight of 
stairs □ at the top of the stairs □ He fell down the 
stairs. 

staircase ['stesdceis] n a set of stairs inside a 
building, including the sides and handrails. 

stairway ['ste3rwei] n a set of stairs inside or 
outside a building. 

stairwell ['ste3rwel] n the area in a building 
around which a staircase is built. 

stake [steik] o n -1. to have a stake in sthg [in 

a business, firm] to own part of sthg □ Steiner 
has a large stake in this company. -2. [of wood] a 
pointed wooden post □ He drove the stake 
into the ground with a hammer. -3. [of a gambler] 

the money that somebody bets on some¬ 
thing such as a horse race □ He had a $100 
stake on Bright Star winning the race. 
o vt -1. to stake one's life/reputation etc on 
sthg to deliberately risk one’s life/reputation 
etc on sthg □ He staked his whole future on 
the successful outcome of this election. -2. to 
stake a sum of money on sthg to bet a 
sum of money on sthg □ There's a lot of mon¬ 
ey staked on this race. -3. to stake a claim to 
say that one has a right to something □ You 
need to stake your claim to your share of the 
money. 

♦ stakes npl -1. [in a contest, argument] the 
prize or advantages that one can get if one 
wins something or succeeds at something □ 
The stakes are high. -2. a contest □ the 
leadership/promotion stakes. 

♦ at stake adv to be at stake to be at risk □ 
There are lives at stake here. □ Do you realize 
what's at stake here? 

stakeout ['steikaut] tt [of a building, person] a 
situation in which the police secretly watch 
a place or person. 

stalactite [us staisektait, GB 'staebktait] n a 
piece of rock hanging from the roof of a 
cave that is formed by dripping water. 
NOTE: Compare stalagmite. 

Stalagmite [US sta'laegmait, GB 'stadsgmait] n a 
piece of rock sticking up from the floor of a 
cave, formed by water dripping from a stal¬ 
actite. 
NOTE: Compare stalactite. 

stale [steil] adj -1. [food, air] that is not fresh □ 
This bread is stale. -2. [person, news, idea] that 
is no longer interesting □ / think his writing is 
beginning to grow a little stale. 

stalemate [’steilmeit] « -1. [in negotiations, an 

argument] a situation in which neither side 
can win and no progress is possible □ The 
talks had reached a stalemate. -2. chess a posi¬ 
tion in which neither player can win. 

Stalin ['stailin], Joseph (1879-1953) the lead¬ 
er of the Soviet Union from 1922 to 1953. 
He was responsible for industrializing the 

country, and for forcing peasant farmers 
into collective systems. 

stalk [stork] o n the thin stem that connects a 
flower, leaf, or fruit with the main part of a 
plant □ Pull off the leaves of the parsley and 
throw away the stalks, o vt to follow <a per¬ 
son or animal> quietly and secretly, usually 
with the intention of eventually attacking 
them, o vi to walk with long stiff steps, 
usually in a way that makes one look proud 
or angry □ Mr Joyce stalked around the class¬ 
room, looking for a victim. 

stalker [’sto:kor] n a person who follows 
somebody else over a period of time. 

stall [stall] o n -1. [in a market, street, exhibition] 

a table that something is displayed on. 
-2. [in a stable] an enclosed space for keeping 
an animal in. -3. US a small enclosed area, 
e.g. where one can use a toilet or have a 
shower □ a shower stall. 

o vt -1. [vehicle, engine] to cause <sthg> to 
stop working while one is using it □ He 
stalled the car at the traffic lights. -2. [person] to 
delay <sb> from doing something; [process, 

operation] to delay <sthg> from happening □ 
See if you can stall him a little longer, just until 
we get the go-ahead from Geneva. □ They're try¬ 
ing to stall the final decision for as long as they 
can. 

o vi -1. [vehicle, engine] to stop working be¬ 
cause it does not have enough power or 
speed. -2. [person] to delay □ / think they're 
stalling on the loan until we make more conces¬ 
sions. □ Quit stalling! 

♦ stalls npl GB THEATER the seats in a theater 
that are on the lowest level and in front of 
the stage □ We have seats in the stalls. 

stallholder ['stodhoulda1] tt GB a person who 
sells goods from a market stall. 

stallion ['staelian] it a male horse. 

stalwart ['stodwst] o adj a stalwart sup¬ 
porter/campaigner etc a supporter/campai- 
gner etc who is loyal and works hard for a 
particular cause or organization. On a loyal 
and firm supporter of something □ The party 
stalwarts will come to the meeting. 

stamen [’steimsn] n the part of a flower that 
produces pollen. 

stamina ['staemins] n the strength required to 
do a physically or mentally tiring activity for 
a long time □ Cycling is a good way of building 
up stamina. 

stammer ['staems1] o vi to speak with difficul¬ 
ty, often pausing or repeating sounds in the 
middle of words □ Gene stammered as he 
spoke. On a way of speaking in which one 
often stammers □ He has a stammer. 

Stamp [stasmp] o n -1. [for mail] a small piece 
of printed paper, marked with a particular 
value, that one sticks on a letter to prove 
that the postage has been paid for □ a book 
of stamps □ Did you put a stamp on it? -2. [for 

document] a small tool that one presses onto 
a document in order to mark it with a par¬ 
ticular design, date etc □ a rubber/date stamp. 
-3. the stamp of sthg a characteristic feature 
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or sign of sthg □ a work which bears the stamp 
of originality. 

o vt -1. [name, date] to mark a document 
with <sthg> using a stamp □ The machine 
stamps the time on your ticket. -2. to stamp 
one's foot to hit the ground with the bottom 
of one’s foot, usually to show that one is 
angry. -3. [envelope, postcard] to stick a stamp 
on <sthg>. -4. [person, event, organization] to 
give a particular quality to <sb/sthg> □ Re¬ 
cent events have stamped the president as inde¬ 
cisive. 

o vi -1. to stamp one’s feet □ They were 
stamping around to keep warm. -2. to stamp on 
sthg [on the floor, an insect, somebody's foot] to 
hit sthg with the bottom of one’s foot □ He 
stamped on the rotten plank and it broke. 

♦ stamp out vt sep to stamp sthg out [fire, 
crime, disease] to get rid of sthg completely a 
The aim of this campaign is to stamp out corrup¬ 
tion at all levels. 

stamp album n a book with blank pages for 
displaying a collection of stamps. 

stamp-collecting « the hobby of collecting 
stamps. 

stamp collector n a person who collects 
stamps. 

stamp duty n a tax on legal documents in 
Britain. 

stamped addressed envelope [,sta;mpt- 
odrest-] n GB an envelope on which one has 
stuck a stamp and written one’s address so 
that it can be used by somebody else to 
send one something. 

Stampede [staem'piid] o n -1. a sudden wild 
rash of a group of frightened animals □ a 
stampede of elephants. -2. a sudden rush to 
do something by a large number of people □ 
There was a stampede for the door, o vi [horses, 
cattle] to move in a stampede. 

stamp machine n a machine that gives post¬ 
age stamps when money is put into it. 

Stance [US stasns, GB stains] n -1. the way 
somebody is standing □ He showed them the 
correct stance for fencing. -2. an attitude ex¬ 
pressed in public, especially toward a politi¬ 
cal matter □ He's taken an uncompromising 
stance on immigration. 

stand [stsend] {pt & pp stood) o vi -1. [person] 

to be upright with one’s weight supported 
by one’s feet □ I had to stand for the entire trip. 
□ "Take a seat." — "Thanks, I'd rather stand." □ 
Stand next to Lois and I'll take a photo of you. □ 
Then, to make things worse, I stood on her foot. 
-2. [person] to get up on one’s feet and stand 
after one has been sitting, lying etc □ He 
stood to let them pass. □ Please stand for the 
final hymn. -3. [city, building, object] to be in a 
particular position or place □ An empty wine 
bottle stood on the table beside him. □ The house 
stood on the edge of a wood. -4. [house, church] 

to be upright when other buildings nearby 
have fallen down or been knocked down □ 
After 500 years, the castle was still standing. 
-5. cooking [liquid, mixture] to remain some¬ 
where for a period of time without being 
moved or touched □ Leave the mousse to 

stand overnight. ■ to stand empty [house, facto¬ 

ry] to remain empty for some time □ The 
building had been standing empty for years. 
-6. [offer, agreement, law] to continue to be 
true or exist □ The company's original offer still 
stands. -7. to stand at sthg [total, temperature, 

inflation] to be at a particular level or total □ 
The score currently stands at three all. □ The total 
number of dead and injured now stands at 42. ■ 
as things stand the way things are at present 
□ With the law as it stands there is no hope of a 
conviction. -8. to know where sb stands on 

sthg to know what sb’s opinion is about 
sthg □ Where do you stand on the equal rights is¬ 
sue? -9. GB politics [person] to be a candidate 
in an election for a political position □ She's 
standing for Parliament/in the local elections/as an 
Independent. -10. 'No standing' US no parking, 
even for a short time. 
o vf -1. [bottle, vase, lamp] to put <sthg in a 
particular place> in an upright position □ We 
had to stand the sofa on its end to get it through 
the door. ■ to stand sthg against sthg (umbrel¬ 

la, stick, rifle] to put sthg in an almost upright 
position, leaning against sthg tall and fixed □ 
I stood my bicycle against the lamppost. -2. 1/ 
they etc can't stand it I/they etc find it very 
annoying or unpleasant and cannot accept it 
□ / couldn't stand the noise any longer. □ / don't 
know how you can stand working in those condi¬ 
tions. -3. [pressure, heat, test] to be strong 
enough to survive <sthg> □ The glass has 
been specially treated so that it can stand very 
high temperatures. -4. to stand sb a drink/meal 

to buy a drink/meal for sb □ Let me stand you 
a drink. -5. to stand trial law to be tried for a 
crime in court □ Hendricks is due to stand trial 
for manslaughter. -6. to stand to win/lose sthg 

to be in a position in which one is likely to 
win/lose sthg □ We stand to lose a lot of mon¬ 
ey if the deal falls through. 
o n -l. [in the street] a small vehicle or stall, 
open at the front, for selling things out of 
doors; [at an exhibition] a small enclosed area 
where information and products are shown 
to the public □ a hot-dog/newspaper stand □ 
There were several stands at the conference ad¬ 
vertising new software. -2. [for hats, umbrellas, 

music] a frame or piece of furniture for sup¬ 
porting a particular kind of object □ a hat/an 
umbrella/a music stand. -3. sport [at a stadium] a 
large structure, open at the front, with rows 
of seats or spaces where people can sit or 
stand to watch a game □ We had seats in the 
stands. -4. [on a subject, against something] a 
strong opinion expressed in public □ Mr Lee 
was admired for his brave stand on welfare re¬ 
form. ■ to make or take a stand to state one’s 
opinion or position on something strongly 
in public □ The Commission has not yet taken a 
stand on the controversial issue of farm subsidies. 
-5. to make a stand military to fight hard to 
defend oneself or a place □ In this battle the 
South made its last stand against the Union 
forces. -6. the stand US LAW the place in a 
court where people sit or stand when they 
give evidence □ Will the first witness please 
take the stand. 

♦ stand aside vi [person, crowd] to move to 
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one side, especially to let somebody or 
something pass. 

♦ stand back vi [crowd, people] to .move back¬ 
ward, out of the way □ Stand back, please, 
and let the ambulance through! 

♦ stand by o vt fus -1. to stand by sb [friend, 

colleague, husband) to support sb who is in a 
difficult situation □ His wife stood by him 
throughout the trial. -2. to stand by sthg [one's 

promise, offer, decision] to state that sthg one 
said earlier is still true □ Despite pressure from 
colleagues, Esposito is standing by his decision 
not to resign. 
o vi -1. [army, emergency services, police] to 
wait and be ready to do something if it is 
necessary □ Cabin crew, stand by for take-off. □ 
A medical team is standing by at Guy's Hospital. 
-2. [person] to let something bad happen 
without trying to stop it □ Are you just going 
to stand by and watch your own daughter ruin her 
life? 

♦ stand down o vi [person] to give up an of¬ 
ficial position, especially an important one □ 
He will stand down as party leader in favor of a 
younger candidate, o vt sep to stand sb down 
AUS [employee] to dismiss sb from their job. 

♦ stand for vt fus -1. to stand for sthg [for jus¬ 

tice, democracy, equality] to believe in or sup¬ 
port sthg □ the values this party stands for. 
-2. to stand for sthg [letter, sign, initial] to be 
an abbreviation or short form of sthg □ "PC" 
stands for personal computer. -3. I/he/she etc 
won't stand for it I/he/she etc will not accept 
it or allow it □ / won't stand for bad language in 
this classroom! 

♦ stand in vi to do somebody's job or duties 
temporarily □ I'm standing in for Jill this week 
while she's away at a conference. 

♦ stand out vi -1. [person, color, object! to be 
able to be seen or noticed easily □ Her dark 
eyes really stood out against her pale face. □ His 
height makes him stand out in any crowd. 
-2. [moment, achievement, player] to be much 
better than other things or people of the 
same kind □ She really stands out from the rest 
of the class because her accent is so good. □ In 
the world of precision motors, there is one name 
that stands out above the rest. 

♦ stand up o vi -1. [person! to get up on 
one’s feet and stand after one has been sit¬ 
ting, lying etc □ Don't stand up too quickly, or 
you'll feel faint. □ He pushed back his chair and 
stood up to greet me. -2. [claim, evidence, expla¬ 

nation! to be accepted as true □ His story will 
never stand up in a court of law. o vt sep to 
stand sb up [one's boyfriend, girlfriend] to delib¬ 
erately not go to meet sb one has arranged 
to meet (informal use) □ We had a date for sev¬ 
en thirty, but she stood me up. 

♦ Stand up for vt fus to stand up for sb/sthg 
to strongly defend sb/sthg that is being at¬ 
tacked or criticized □ You have to learn to 
stand up for yourself/your rights. 

♦ Stand up to vt fus -1. to stand up to sthg 
[the weather, heat] to remain in good condi¬ 
tion in spite of sthg □ Those boots have stood 
up to some pretty rough treatment. -2. to stand 
up to sb [boss, bully, country] to refuse to ac¬ 

cept unfair or unkind treatment from sb, es¬ 
pecially sb powerful or important □ It’s time 
someone had the courage to stand up to her. 

standalone ['stamdaloun] n a computer system 
that operates on its own and not as part of 
a network. 

standard ['staend3rd] o adj -1. [size, feature, be¬ 

havior] that is usual and normal in a particu¬ 
lar situation □ What is the standard procedure 
for registering a complaint? □ Seatbelts are now a 
standard requirement. -2. [spelling, pronunciation] 

that is generally accepted as correct □ The 
end of the 14th century saw the rise of Standard 
English. -3. [text, work] that is generally ac¬ 
cepted as the best-known or most useful □ 
It’s regarded as the standard work on Freud. 
On -1. a level of quality, especially a level 
considered to be acceptable □ a high standard 
of education/work □ Candidates must reach the 
required standard in each exam. □ safety stand¬ 
ards. -2. something that other things can be 
measured against or compared to in order to 
find out how good they are □ It’s a difficult 
task by anyone's standards. □ This latest model 
looks set to become an industry standard. -3. a 
flag. 

♦ standards npl the ideas about how to be¬ 
have that affect people’s attitudes and be¬ 
havior □ There has been a visible decline in 
standards in recent years. □ She has the highest 
moral standards. 

standard-bearer n a person who leads or 
represents a particular movement. 

standardize, -ise ['st£end3rdaiz] vt [spellings, 

methods] to change <things in a particular 
group>, so they are at the same level or can 
be measured by the same standards □ There 
has been an attempt to standardize tax legislation. 

standard lamp n GB a tall lamp that stands 
on the floor. 

standard of living {pi standards of living) n [of 
person, country, group] the level of comfort 
and luxury that somebody has in their daily 
life □ The standard of living has fallen in recent 
years in this country. 

standard time n the official local time in a 
particular part of the world. 

Standby ['staendbai] {pi standbys) n a person or 
thing that is ready to be used if necessary; a 
seat on a plane that is not reserved, but that 
can be taken at the last moment, usually at 
a lower price □ Mom's a good standby when 
the babysitter is busy. □ a standby ticket/flight. ■ 
to be on standby to be ready to be used 
when needed; to be able to travel on a 
plane or train if there is a spare seat at the 
last moment □ Police reinforcements were on 
standby in case of trouble. □ I'll put you on 
standby. 

stand-in n a person who does another per¬ 
son's job for a short time if that person is ill 
or cannot be there. 

standing ['stsndir)] o adj [joke, invitation, army] 

that always exists and is available, o « 
-1. somebody's reputation or position com¬ 
pared to other people □ This success will im¬ 
prove his standing among the profession. □ a doc- 
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tor of international standing. -2. of ten/twenty 
etc years' standing for the last or previous 
ten/twenty etc years □ They are friends of 
twenty years' standing. 

standing charge n a fixed amount one has to 
pay for the use of a particular service, e.g. 
electricity or gas. 

standing committee n a group of people 
whose job is to study a particular problem 
or subject for a government. 

Standing order « an instruction that some¬ 
body gives to their bank to pay a fixed 
amount of money to a particular person or 
company at regular intervals, 

standing ovation « to give sb/sthg a standing 
ovation [performer, performance] to stand up 
and clap to show one’s appreciation of sb/ 
sthg after a concert, show etc □ She received 
a standing ovation from the audience. 

standing room n [in a bus, theater, stadium] 
space for standing in a vehicle or place, 
usually when there are no seats left □ It's 
standing room only, I'm afraid. 

standoff ['staendof] « a situation in which nei¬ 
ther side in an argument can gain an advan¬ 
tage. 

standoffish [,stEend‘DfiJ] adj to be standoffish 
to be unpleasantly formal and not very 
friendly. 

standpipe ['staendpaip] n a pipe that is con¬ 
nected to a water supply and provides water 
to a public place, e.g. in the street, 

standpoint [’standpoint] n one’s individual 
opinion of or way of thinking about a par¬ 
ticular subject □ The situation appears quite dif¬ 
ferent from an American standpoint. 

standstill ['standstill n to be at a standstill [car, 
train] not to be moving; [work, talks] not to be 
progressing □ The traffic remained at a standstill 
until police had removed the debris from the road, 
m to come to a standstill (car, train] to stop 
moving. 

Stanislavski [US .staem'slaivski, GB -'slaev-], 
Constantin (1863-1938) a Russian actor 
and theater director whose method of train¬ 
ing actors had a strong influence on US 
theater and cinema. 

Stank [staer)k] fast tense of stink. 

Stanley knife™ ['sttenli-] n a very sharp knife 
with a blade that can be removed and 
changed by unscrewing it from the handle, 

stanza [’staenza] « a group of lines in a poem 
that has a definite pattern, 

staple ['steipl] o adj a staple food/export etc 
the main food/export etc □ It's getting hard to 
find even staple goods like flour and milk, 
o n -1. [for paper] a small piece of thin wire 
that is forced through sheets of paper with a 
special device and bent over at the back so 
that it holds the sheets together. -2. [for 
wood, fabric] a thin curved piece of metal 
used to attach pieces of wood together, fix 
fabric to a wall etc. -3. [of somebody s diet] 
one of the types of food that somebody 
needs and uses all the time □ Milk and bread 
are staples. -4. industry one of the main 

products that is produced by a particular 
country. 

o vt [paper, document, copy] to fix <sthg> to 
something else using a staple, 

staple diet « the food that forms the main 
part of what a person usually eats □ a staple 
diet of rice and fruit. 

staple gun n a device used for fixing paper or 
fabric to a surface with strong staples, 

stapler ['steiplarf n a device used for fixing 
sheets of paper together with staples, 

star [sta:r] (ft & pp starred, cont starring) o n 

-1. [in the sky] a very large mass of burning 
gas in space, that is seen as a point of light 
in the night sky □ From the Earth we can see 
the Moon, stars, and planets. -2. [on a flag, 
badge] a shape with five or more points that 
is supposed to represent a star □ a three-Zfour- 
pointed star □ The flag has five white stars on a 
blue background. -3. [of TV, radio, movies] a per¬ 
son who is very famous, especially in music, 
movies, or sports; the best or most well- 
known actor in a play or movie □ a popZ 
football star □ She was the star of the show. □ a 
star playerZperformer. -4. [given to hotels, restau¬ 
rants] a sign that represents the level of qual¬ 
ity of something, or the level of importance 
of somebody □ This hotel/restaurant has three 
stars. -5. an asterisk (*). 
o vt to have <sb> in one of the most impor¬ 
tant roles □ The movie stars Cary Grant, 
o vi [actor, actress] to have the most impor¬ 
tant male or female role □ She starred in 
"Gone with the Wind". 

♦ stars npl sb's stars sb’s horoscope, especial¬ 
ly one that is printed regularly in a news¬ 
paper or magazine □ / always read my stars in 
the morning. 

star attraction « the performer in a show, 
circus etc that people most want to see. 

starboard ['stu:rbord] « the right side when 
one is on a ship, boat, or plane and facing 
forward □ The boat was listing to starboard. □ 
the starboard side/engine. 

starch [start/] n -1. a product used for mak¬ 
ing cloth stiff. -2. a substance that is found 
in foods such as rice, pasta, potatoes, and 
bread; a kind of food that contains this sub¬ 
stance. 

starched [staitft] adj [collar, sheet] that has 
been made stiff with starch, 

starchy ['staitJT] (compar starchier, superl 

starchiest) adj (rice, potato] that contains a lot 
of starch □ starchy foods like rice and potatoes. 

stardom ['sta:rdam] n the state of being a fa¬ 
mous movie star, pop star etc. 

stare [steor] o vi to look at somebody or 
something for a long time without moving 
one’s eyes □ She stared at him in disbelief/ 
shock, o n the act of staring at somebody or 
something □ He gave me a long hard stare. 

starfish ['sta:rfij] (pi starfish or starfishes) n a 
flat sea creature that is shaped like a star, 

stark [sta:rk] o adj -1. [pattern, style, room] that 
is noticeable because it is very simple and 
has no decoration □ The room was stark and 
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functional. -2. [reality, fact, contrast] that seems 
harsh and unpleasant □ The hotel was in stark 
contrast to the place we had stayed at before. 
o adv stark naked completely naked. 

starlet ['sta:rbt] n a young actress who has 
had some small roles in movies and hopes 
to become famous. 

starlight ['sta:rlait] n the light produced by 
the stars in a night sky. 

starling ['staifig] « a very common European 
bird, often found in cities, that has green- 
black feathers. 

starlit ['sta:rlit] adj [night, sky] that is bright 

with stars. 

Starry [’stairi] (compar starrier, superl starriest) 
adj [night, sky] that is full of stars. 

starry-eyed [-'aid] adj [person] who has a ro¬ 
mantic and unrealistic attitude. 

Stars and Bars n the Stars and Bars a name 
for the Confederate flag in the American 
Civil War. 

Stars and Stripes n the Stars and Stripes a 
name for the US flag. There are 50 stars 
(one for each state) and 13 stripes (one for 
each original colony). 

star sign n a sign of the zodiac □ My star sign 
is Aries. 

Star-Spangled Banner [-spaerjgld-] n the Star- 
Spangled Banner the name given to the US 
national anthem; a name for the US flag. 

star-studded [-stAdad] adj [cast, movie, show] 

that includes many famous performers. 

start [sta:rt] on-1. [of a meeting, race, year] the 
beginning of an event or period of time □ 
This whole venture was doomed right from the 
start. □ / missed the start of the play. □ The 
whole evening was a disaster from start to finish. 
□ I'd better go now, I have an early start In the 
morning, m to get off to a good/bad start 
[event, project, relationship] to do well/badly at 
the beginning □ The negotiations got off to a 
good start yesterday. □ I'm afraid Jerry and I got 
off to a bad start as soon as we met. ■ to make 
a start on sthg to start doing sthg □ It's time 
you made a start on your homework. -2. [of fear, 

surprise] a small movement one makes be¬ 
cause one is suddenly frightened or sur¬ 
prised □ With a start, I realized the door had shut 
behind me. -3. to have a start on sb/sthg to be 
ahead of sb/sthg by a particular amount of 
time □ They had an hour's start (on us). 
o vr -1. [trip, meal, work] to do <sthg one was 
not doing before> o What time do you normal¬ 
ly start work? □ It suddenly started to rain. □ She 
started to laugh or started laughing. □ You've 
started smoking again, I see. -2. [engine, car] to 
cause <a piece of machinery> to begin work¬ 
ing □ Tell me when to start the tape recorder. 
-3. [war, fight, fire] to be the cause of <sthg> 
□ Are you trying to start an argument? □ They 
are threatening to start legal proceedings. □ Police 
are trying to discover what started the blaze. -4. 
[business, band, campaign] to do what is neces¬ 
sary to make <sthg> happen □ My ambition 
was always to start my own theater group. 

o vi -1. [work, movie, meeting] to begin to 

happen, especially at a particular time □ 
Work on the new airport building is due to start 
next spring. □ The trouble started some months 
ago, when I began to get terrible headaches. 
-2. [speaker, author] to begin discussing or ex¬ 
plaining something, e.g. when one is mak¬ 
ing a speech □ I'd like to start by saying how 
grateful I am to have been asked to come here 
today. -3. [employee, actor, politician] to begin 
one’s life, career etc by having a particular 
job or role □ / started in publishing, then 
switched to advertising. -4. [machine, engine] The 
car wouldn't start this morning. -5. [person] to 
make a small movement because one is sud¬ 
denly scared or surprised □ The door slammed, 
making her start. 

♦ for a start adv a phrase used to introduce 
the first of several facts, reasons etc that one 
is about to mention □ For a start, it's none of 
their business! 

♦ to start with adv -1. at the beginning of a 
relationship, series of events etc □ To start 
with, they seemed to get along really well. -2. = 
for a start. 

♦ start off o vi -1. to start off with sthg 
[movie, meeting, discussion] to have sthg as its 
first part or stage □ The book starts off with a 
description of a funeral. ■ to start off by doing 
sthg to do sthg first before going on to 
something else □ / started off by doing re¬ 
search, then got a job as a teacher, m to start off 
as sthg to be sthg in the first stage of one’s 
development or career □ a huge retail chain 
which started off as one small hardware store. 
-2. to begin to move or travel in a particular 
direction □ The car started off down the road. □ 
At ten o'clock, we started off for home, 

o vt sep -1. to start sb off to make sb do sthg 
they were not doing before □ We'll start you 
off on some of the easier jobs. -2. to start sthg 
off [conflict, discussions, meeting] to make sthg 
exist or happen □ I'd like to start off this ses¬ 
sion by welcoming some new members. 

♦ start on vt fus to start on sthg to begin do¬ 
ing sthg that will take a long time, or that 
has to be done □ He finished the sandwiches 
and started on the cake. □ There's no point start¬ 
ing on the report until tomorrow. 

♦ start out vi -1. to start out as sthg to be 
sthg in the first stage of one’s development 
or career □ He started out as one of Nixon's 
most trusted aides. ■ to start out by doing sthg 
to do sthg first before going on to some¬ 
thing else □ The author starts out by thanking all 
those who helped her in her research. -2. to be¬ 
gin a trip □ What time should we start out to¬ 
morrow? 

♦ start over vi to stop what one was doing 
before and start it again from the beginning 
□ After his divorce, he moved to Denver and 
started all over. 

♦ start up o vt sep -1. to start sthg up [compa¬ 
ny, restaurant, club] to make sthg start hap¬ 
pening □ There are plans to start up a day-care 
center in the neighborhood. -2. to start sthg up 
[car, engine, machine] to make sthg start 
working □ Start up the engine for me, please. 

vi -1. [music, noise, wind] to begin to be 
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heard □ The orchestra started up. -2. [car, en¬ 
gine, machine] The motor started up. -3. to es¬ 
tablish a business □ They started up in business 
in 1989. □ He's starting up as an architect. 

♦ start with vt fus to start with sb/sthg to do, 
have, consider etc sb/sthg first, before any¬ 
body or anything else □ The book starts with 
an analysis of working conditions at that time. □ 
I'm going to start with soup, then have fish. 

starter ['sta:rtar] n -1. sport a person who offi¬ 
cially starts a race. -2. auto an electric mo¬ 
tor that starts a car engine. -3. GB cooking a 
small amount of food that is served at the 
beginning of a meal before the main dish, 

starter motor n auto a starter, 

starter pack n a collection of information to 
help somebody who is starting something, 
e.g. a hobby or course. 

starting block ['sta:rtig-l « one of two blocks, 
attached to the ground, against which a run¬ 
ner pushes both feet at the start of a race in 
order to increase speed quickly, 

starting point n -1. something that starts a 
discussion, process etc □ The starting point for 
our lecture was a sculpture by Degas. -2. the 
place where one starts a trip □ Whitby should 
be a good starting point for our walk. 

starting price « the final odds that are of¬ 
fered to people betting just before the start 
of a horse or dog race. 

startle [’sta:rtl] vt to surprise <sb> by making 
a sudden movement or loud noise □ He 
looked startled. 

startling ['sta:rtlirj] adj [news, revelation, event] 
that seems very surprising and shocking, 

starvation lsta:r'veifn] n the state of having 
no food, which causes illness and death □ 
Millions have already died of starvation. 

starve [sta:rv] o vt -1. to stop <a person or 
animal> from eating food with the result 
that they become weak or die □ They used to 
starve their prisoners to death. -2. to starve sb 
of sthg [of attention, love, funds] to prevent sb 
from having sthg that they need □ /Is a child, 
he felt starved of affection, o vi to become ill 
or die because one does not have enough 
food to eat □ People are starving to death. 

starving ['sta:rvir)] adj to be starving to be 
very hungry (informal use) □ When's dinner? 
I'm starvingI 

state [steit] o n -1. the condition that some¬ 
body or something is in □ Look at the state of 
this room! □ He's in a reasonable state of health. 
□ the state of the economy □ She's in a state of 
shock. ■ not to be in a fit state to do sthg not 
to be physically or mentally capable of do¬ 
ing sthg for a certain period of time □ He's 
not in a fit state to drive. □ You're in no fit state 
to go to work. ■ to be in a state to be very 
nervous or very upset about something (in¬ 
formal use) □ She made a mistake and got into an 
awful state about it. -2. politics a country con¬ 
sidered as a political unit controlled by its 
own government □ the Balkan States □ the EU 
member states □ Can we trust this man with af¬ 
fairs of state? -3. [in a country] one of the areas 

that some countries are divided into, and 
which are responsible for some of their own 
affairs □ the state of Louisiana □ a state election 
□ the State Governor □ state tax. -4. the state 
the political organization of a country □ The 
state is privatizing the national railroad system. □ 
a state-run/state-controlled industry □ a state 
ceremony/pension/subsidy. 
o vt [name, amount, reason] to say or write 
sthg in a formal or clear way as a piece of 
information for somebody else □ The guide¬ 
lines clearly state that regular tests are essential. 
□ Check that the delivery contains the stated 
number of items as per the invoice. □ Please 
state salary expectations. 

♦ State « -1. the State the political organiza¬ 
tion of a country. ■ the State Department, 
the Department of State the US government 
department responsible for relations with 
other countries. -2. the State of the Union ad¬ 
dress a speech made once a year by the US 
President in January in which he describes 
his plans for the year ahead. 

♦ States: the States the United States of Amer¬ 
ica (informal use). 

state education n education provided and 
paid for by the state. 

statehouse ['steithaos, pi -hauziz] « the build¬ 
ing where the government of a US state 
meets. 

stateless 1'steitlss] adj [person] who does not 
officially belong to any country. 

state line n in the USA, the border between 
one state and another. 

stately [’steitli] (compar statelier, superl stateli¬ 
est) adj [mansion, ceremony] that seems im¬ 
pressive, dignified, and formal □ The proces¬ 
sion moved along at a stately pace. 

stately home it GB a large old house in the 
countryside that is historically interesting 
and that is sometimes open to the public. 

statement [’steitmant] « -1. a written or spo¬ 
ken opinion or fact; an official announce¬ 
ment to the public □ / disagree with your last 
statement, a In a recent policy statement, you 
mentioned tax incentives. -2. law an official de¬ 
scription given by a witness or criminal 
about a crime or accident □ The police took 
statements from all the witnesses. □ Would you 
be willing to make a statement? -3. finance a 
list of information that a bank provides for a 
customer about their account, showing all 
the deposits and withdrawals made over a 
period of time □ a monthly/quarterly statement. 

statement account n US a savings account 
where the customer receives regular state¬ 
ments from their bank. 

statement of account n a list sent to a cus¬ 
tomer each month by a supplier that shows 
what they have bought, how much they 
have paid, and how much they still owe. 

Staten Island [.staetn-] an island in New York 
Harbor, southwest of Manhattan, forming 
the Richmond borough of New York City. 
size: 155 sq kms. population: 352,121. 

state of affairs « a general situation o Well, 
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this is a pretty terrible state of affairs □ How long 
do you expect this state of affairs to continue? 

state of emergency « a period when a gov¬ 
ernment gives itself powers that it does not 
normally have in order to deal with a very 
serious situation or a disaster □ The govern¬ 
ment has declared a state of emergency. 

state of mind (pi states of mind) « the way 
one feels at a particular time □ I'm concerned 
about his state of mind. 

state-of-the-art adj [technology, computer! that 
uses the most modem methods, ideas, or 
materials. 

state-owned [-'ound] adj [industry, business] 

that is owned by the state, 

state school n a school that is paid for by 
the state and provides free education to all 
children. 

state secret n information that is kept secret 
by a country because it would be harmed if 
the information were known, 

state's evidence n US to turn state's evidence 
[criminal] to give information about another 
criminal in a court, especially in order to re¬ 
ceive a less severe punishment, 

stateside [’steitsaid] us o adj that is connect¬ 
ed with or is in the direction of the USA. 
o adv\ We're moving stateside. 

statesman ['steitsmsn] (pi statesmen [-man]) n 
a very respected and experienced politician, 

statesmanship ['steitsmanfip] n the quality of 
being a statesman. 

states' rights n in US politics, the belief that 
US states should be able to make decisions 
on their own, without the approval of the 
national government. 

state trooper « in the USA, a member of the 
police force of a particular state, 

static [’staetik] o adj [sales, prices, process] not 
changing □ The local population remains relative¬ 
ly static. On-1. the noise or other effect of 
electricity in the air that interferes with ra¬ 
dio or television signals. -2. static electricity, 

static electricity « electricity formed by fric¬ 
tion that collects in one's hair and clothes 
and on materials such as plastic. 

station [’steijn] o n -1. [for trains] a place 
where trains stop to let passengers get on or 
off □ Penn Station □ a subway station. -2. = bus 
station. -3. tv & radio a company that 
broadcasts on TV or radio □ Do you mind tun¬ 
ing in to another station? □ a radio station. -4. a 
building where a particular kind of technical 
work is done □ a monitoring/research station. 
-5. AUS a large farm □ a sheep station. -6. [in 

society] one’s position in society (formal use), 
o vf -1. [guard, observer] to put <sb> some¬ 
where to do a particular job □ Police officers 
were stationed at all the exits. -2. military to 
send <sb> somewhere to carry out a mili¬ 
tary duty □ The troops were stationed on the 
coast. 

stationary [US 'steijaneri, GB -ari] adj [vehicle, 

driver] that is not moving □ Wait until the plane 
is stationary before unfastening your seatbelt. 

stationer ['stei/nafl « a person who runs a 
store that sells stationery. ■ a stationer's a 
store that sells stationery, 

stationery [US ’steijaneri, GB -ari] n -1. paper, 
pens, envelopes, and other materials for 
writing □ office stationery □ a stationery store. 
-2. writing paper and matching envelopes □ 
gift stationery. 

station house « US the local police office 
(old-fashioned use). 

stationmaster [us 'stei/nmaestr, GB -maista] n 
the person in charge of a train station, 

station wagon n US & AUS a big car that has 
a door at the back and space between this 
door and the back seats for luggage, 

statistic [sta'tistik] n a piece of information 
expressed as a number □ government statistics 
□ I don't want my son to be just another statistic! 

♦ statistics n a kind of mathematics that is 
concerned with presenting and analyzing in¬ 
formation in the form of numbers □ She's 
studying statistics at college. 

statistical [sta'tistikl] adj [analysis, evidence] 

that is connected with the use of statistics □ 
There is very little statistical evidence. 

statistician [.staeta'sti/n] n a person who stud¬ 
ies statistics, or who works with statistics, 

statue ['staetju:] n a sculpture of a person or 
animal that is usually large and often made 
out of a single piece of stone or metal □ a 
bronze statue of Napoleon. 

Statue of Liberty: the Statue of Liberty a very 
large statue in New York Harbor, given to 
the USA by France in 1886. The statue 
shows a woman holding a torch, 

statuesque [,staetju'esk] adj [woman] who is 
tall and beautiful. 

statuette [.staetjo'et] « a small sculpture, 
usually of a person, used as an ornament in 
a house. 

stature ['stcetJV] n -1. a person’s height □ short 
in stature. -2. a person’s importance and in¬ 
fluence □ a campaigner of some stature. 

status ['steitas] n -1. one’s social, professional, 
or legal situation □ They have the status of po¬ 
litical refugees. □ What is your marital status: sin¬ 
gle, married, or divorced? □ a high-/low-status job. 
-2. social importance and wealth, when this 
impresses other people □ All she thinks about 
is status and money. 

status quo [-'kwou] n the status quo the situa¬ 
tion that exists at a particular time □ Nobody 
wants to upset the status quo. 

status symbol « something, such as an ex¬ 
pensive car, that one buys to show that one 
is important and rich. 

statute ['steetjuit] n a law that has been for¬ 
mally written down. 

Statute book n the statute book all the laws 
that exist in a particular country, 

statutory [us 'stastjatoiri, GB -otsri] adj [limit, 
period] that is fixed by law □ 'This guarantee 
does not affect your statutory rights.' 

staunch [staint/] o ad/ a staunch supporter/ 
believer etc a person who is very loyal to a 
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particular person/belief etc □ Great Britain has 
always been one of our staunchest allies, o vt to 
stop <blood> from flowing from a wound □ 
Use a clean handkerchief to staunch the flow. 

stave [steiv] {ft & pp staved or stove) tt music 
the set of five horizontal lines and four 
spaces that music is written on. 

♦ stave off vr sep to stave sthg off [hunger, dis¬ 
aster, defeat] to stop sthg happening or af¬ 
fecting one for a time □ She tried to stave off 
further awkward questions. 

stay [stei] o vi -1. [person, vehicle, animal] to re¬ 
main in a place and not move away for a 
certain amount of time □ He asked them to 
stay for dinner. □ / stayed behind to help her out. 
□ / think I'll stay at home tonight, o We can't stay 
long, I'm afraid. □ Turn right at the next intersec¬ 
tion, and stay on this road for five miles. □ Stay 
there! m to stay put to remain where one is 
(informal use) -2. [tourist, guest] to spend time 
in a place on vacation or on business □ i'm 
going to stay with friends. □ He stayed in Paris 
for four days. □ I'll be staying overnight in a hotel. 
□ We always stay at the Marriot. -3. [person, lev¬ 
el] to continue to be in a particular state □ 
Stay still/calm! □ She stayed awake till midnight. 
□ If the interest rate stays at this level... 
On a period of time that one spends in a 
place □ We really enjoyed our stay in Prague. □ a 
three-week stay. 

♦ stay away vi to stay away from sb/sthg not 
to go near sb/sthg □ I'd stay away from that 
part of town, if I were you. 

♦ stay in vi to stay at home and not go out □ 
I feel like staying in tonight. 

♦ stay on vi to stay somewhere after the 
time when one could or is expected to leave 
□ We stayed on after the meeting. 

♦ stay out vi -1. to remain away from home, 
especially in the evening □ Don't stay out too 
late. -2. [strikers] to continue to be on strike. 
-3. to stay out of sthg [of argument, trouble, dis¬ 
cussion] not to get involved in sthg □ Try and 
stay out of trouble! □ Look, just stay out of this! 

♦ stay up vi to go to bed at a later time than 
usual, or not at all □ We stayed up late. □ 
Justin stayed up to finish his work. 

staying power ['stem}-] « the mental or 
physical strength to finish a difficult piece of 
work, a race etc □ / don't have the staying pow¬ 
er to party till dawn any more. 

St Bernard [US .seintbar'naird, GB ssnt'bainsd] « 
a large dog with a thick coat that was origi¬ 
nally kept by Swiss monks to rescue people 
who got lost or injured in the snow. 

STD n -1. {abbr of subscriber trunk dialing) in 
Britain, a telephone system that allows users 
to make long-distance calls without having 
to go through an operator. -2. {abbr of sex¬ 

ually transmitted disease) a disease that is 
caught through sexual contact. 

Stead [sted] n to stand sb in good stead to be 
very useful to sb at a later time □ Your hard 
work throughout the year will stand you in good 
stead for the exams, a My languages have always 
stood me in good stead at work. 

steadfast [us 'stedfasst, GB -faist] adj -1. [sup¬ 

porter, friend] who is always loyal □ a stead¬ 
fast supporter of the Labor Party. -2. [resolve, be¬ 

lief] that remains firm, despite pressure to 
change □ He was steadfast in his refusal to sell 
his business. 

steadily ['stedili] adv [improve, move, stare] see 

steady □ Her condition steadily worsened. □ Rain 
was falling steadily. 

steady [’stedi] {compar steadier, superl steadi¬ 
est, pt & pp steadied) o adj -1. [improvement, 

increase, decrease] that happens gradually 
and always at the same speed □ a steady rise 
in unemployment. -2. [speed, flow] that is regu¬ 
lar and does not change; [movement] that is 
smooth and controlled □ Add the oil in a 
steady stream. □ She is learning at a steady pace. 
-3. to be steady [hand] to be still and not 
shaking □ Hold the camera steady! □ That ladder 
doesn't look very steady. -4. [voice] that is calm 
and controlled; [stare, gaze] that is fixed and 
does not change □ "Get out of here," he said in 
a quiet, steady voice. -5. [relationship, job] that 
will probably continue □ He has a steady girl¬ 
friend. -6. [person] who is sensible and can 
be depended on □ a steady, dependable sort of 
girl. 

o vt -1. [boat, camera] to fix or hold <sthg> 
so that it does not move □ Jim steadied the 
ladder as I climbed up. ■ to steady oneself to 
stop oneself from losing one’s balance. 
-2. [voice, nerves] to control or calm <sthg> □ 
How about a quick drink to steady our nerves? 

steak [steik] n -1. beef of very good quality; a 
piece of this □ He bought some steak from the 
butcher. □ a juicy steak. -2. a large piece of fish 
□ a fish/tuna steak. 

steakhouse ['steikhaus, pi -hauziz] n a restau¬ 
rant that specializes in cooking steaks. 

steal [sti:l] {pt stole, pp stolen) o vt -1. [jewelry, 

money, food] to take <sthg that belongs to 
somebody else> without intending to give it 
back; [idea, invention] to take and use <sthg 
that somebody else thought of first> □ 
Somebody's stolen my purse! □ She stole a book 
from the store. □ They stole the idea from a book 
by John McGuire. -2. [look, glance, kiss] to give 
<sthg> to somebody quickly or secretly □ 
She stole a quick glance at Luis as he stood be¬ 
side her. -3. baseball to ran to and reach <a 
base> while the pitcher is throwing the ball 
at the batter. 
o vi -1. [person] He was caught stealing. -2. to 
move somewhere quickly and quietly □ / 
stole down the stairs and sneaked out. 
o n baseball the act of stealing a base. 

stealing ['stiiluj] n the act or crime of taking 
things that belong to other people without 
intending to give them back □ He was arrest¬ 
ed for stealing. 

stealth [stelG] n by or with stealth [move, creep, 

enter] quietly and secretly. 

stealthy [’stelGi] {compar stealthier, superl 

stealthiest) adj [glance, step! that is done qui¬ 
etly and secretly so that nobody notices. 

steam [sti:m] o n the gas formed by boiling 
water; power produced by this gas □ Clouds 
of steam rose into the air. □ a steam train. ■ to 
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let off steam to let out energy or anger that 
is increasing inside one (informal use). ■ to 
run out of steam to have no energy or en¬ 
thusiasm left, o vt [fish, vegetables, pudding] 

to cook <sthg> using steam, o vi -1. [soup, 

kettle, wet clothes] to produce steam □ She 
carried in two plates of steaming chowder. 
-2. [train, ship] to move by being powered by 
steam □ The train steamed out of the station. 

♦ steam up o vt sep -1. to steam sthg up 
[glasses, window] to make sthg become cov¬ 
ered in steam. -2. to get steamed up about 
sthg to become annoyed about sthg (informal 
use) □ There's no point in getting all steamed up 
about it. o vi [glasses, window] All the car win¬ 
dows had steamed up. 

steamboat ['stiimboot] n a boat that is pow¬ 
ered by steam, especially one used for trav¬ 
eling on rivers. 

steam engine n a train or engine that uses 
steam to make it work. 

steamer ['sternal « -1. shipping a large ship 
that is powered by steam. -2. cooking a con¬ 
tainer used for steaming food. 

steam iron n an electric iron that releases 
steam to make it easier to get rid of creases. 

steamroller ['sti:mroular] n a large vehicle 
with very heavy wide wheels for making 
road surfaces flat. 

steam shovel n US a large machine that has a 
long arm with a shovel at the end and is 
used for digging up and moving dirt. 

Steamy ['stiimi] (compar steamier, super! steam¬ 
iest) adj -1. [room] that is full of steam. -2. [mov¬ 

ie, book, scene] erotic (informal use). 

steel [sti:l] On a strong metal consisting of 
iron with small amounts of carbon that is 
used for making tools, bridges, machinery 
etc □ The girders are (made of) steel. □ a steel 
bar/structure □ the steel Industry, o vt to steel 
oneself to prepare oneself for a bad or un¬ 
pleasant experience □ She had steeled herself 
for bad news. 

steel wool n a ball of steel threads, used for 
cleaning or smoothing a surface. 

steelworker ['sti:lw3:rkar] n a person who 
works in a steelworks. 

steelworks l'sti:lw3:rks] {pi steelworks) n a fac¬ 
tory where steel is made. 

steely fstiili] {compar steelier, super! steeliest) 
adj -1. steely gray/blue gray/blue that has 
the color of steel. -2. a steely will/deter¬ 
mination a will/determination that is very 
strong and tough. 

steep [stirp] o adj -1. [hill, road, stairs] that rises 
or falls sharply □ The mountain was too steep 
for me to ski down. -2. [increase, rise, fall] that 
is very large and sudden □ There has been a 
steep rise in the number of suicides among 
young men. -3. [price, fee) that seems unusual¬ 
ly expensive (informal use) □ $100? That's a bit 
steep! o vt [clothes, fruit] to put <sthg> in 
water or another liquid. 

Steeped [stiipt] adj to be steeped in sthg (in his¬ 

tory, tradition, culture] to be full of sthg □ This 
mansion is steeped in legend. 

steeple ['sti-.pl] n a pointed church tower. 

steeplechase ['stiiplt/ers] n -1. a horse race over 
two miles long in which the horses have to 
jump over fences and other obstacles. -2. a 
race, usually 3,000 meters long, in which 
runners have to jump over hurdles and wa¬ 
ter jumps. 

steeplejack ['sti:pld3sek] n a person whose job 
involves climbing up towers and steeples in 
order to repair or paint them. 

steeply fstiipli] adv [rise, increase, fall] see steep 
□ The hill sloped steeply upward. □ Prices have 
risen steeply. 

steer [stiar] o vf -1. [bus, ship, car] to make <a 
vehicle> go in a particular direction □ Part of 
the test was to steer the motorcycle between the 
cones. -2. [guest, group] to guide <sb> in a 
particular direction □ The waitress steered 
them to a corner table. -3. [project, subject] to 
make <sthg> go in a particular direction □ 
He tried to steer the conversation around to/away 
from politics. □ The bill was skillfully steered 
through the Assembly. 
o vi [car, boat] to move in a particular direc¬ 
tion; [driver, captain] to make a vehicle or 
boat go in a particular direction □ The bus 
steered straight into the hedge. ■ to steer clear 
of sb/sthg to avoid sb/sthg □ He tried to steer 
clear of awkward questions. 

On a young male animal of the cattle fami¬ 
ly, whose sexual organs have been removed. 

steering ['stiariol n auto the parts of a vehicle 
that make it possible to steer it □ I've got a 
problem with the steering. 

steering column n a bar in a vehicle to 
which the steering wheel is attached. 

steering committee n a committee set up by 
a government or organization to decide on 
activities, subjects for discussion etc. 

steering lock n the position where the steer¬ 
ing wheel cannot be turned any further in a 
particular direction. 

steering wheel « the wheel in a vehicle that 
the driver turns to go in a particular direc¬ 
tion. 

Stein [stain], Gertrude (1874-1946) a US 
writer and art collector who lived in Paris 
for much of her life. Her best-known work 
is The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas. 

Steinbeck ['stainbek], John (1902-1968) a US 
writer whose work includes The Grapes of 
Wrath and Of Mice and Men. 

stellar ['stela1-] adj [performance, cast, career] 

that is of a very high standard or is very 
successful. 

Stem [stem] (pt & pp stemmed, cont stemming) 
o n -1. [of a plant] the long central part of a 
plant that grows above the ground, and 
from which flowers and leaves grow. -2. [of 

a glass] the thin vertical part of a wine glass 
that connects the base with the part that 
contains the drink. -3. [of a pipe] the long 
part of a tobacco pipe. -4. grammar [of a verb, 

noun] the part of a word that stays the same 
when different endings are attached to it. 
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o vt [flow, bleeding, advance] to stop <sthg> □ 
efforts to stem the rising tide of nationalism. 

♦ stem from vt fus to stem from sthg to be 
the result of sthg □ The problem stemmed from 
his unwillingness to modernize his business. 

stench [stent;] n a very strong and unpleasant 
smell □ The stench of rotten eggs. 

stencil ['stensl] (us ft & ff stenciled, com sten¬ 

ciling, GB ft & ff stencilled, com stencilling) 

On a piece of card, plastic etc with a design 
cut into it that can be copied onto a surface 
by laying it on the surface and painting over 
the holes; the design that is copied in this 
way. o vf [words, pattern, name] to use a sten¬ 
cil to copy <sthg> onto a surface. 

stenographer [sta'nngrafaT « us a typist who 
also uses shorthand. 

stenography [sta'nngrafi] n US shorthand. 

step [step] (ft & ff stepped, corn stepping) o « 

-1. the act of lifting one’s foot, placing it 
somewhere else, and putting one’s weight 
on it; the distance covered in this way; the 
sound of this □ Take three steps back. □ The 
car was only a few steps away from her. □ / 
could hear the steps getting nearer. ■ to be in 
step with sb/sthg to act or think in the same 
way as sb/sthg □ Colonel Raddle, unfortunately, 
is not in step with modern times. ■ to be out of 
step with sb/sthg to act or think in a differ¬ 
ent way from sb/sthg □ The government is out 
of step with the wishes of its people. ■ to watch 
or mind one's step to be careful when walk¬ 
ing somewhere; to be careful about what 
one does or says in order to avoid trouble □ 
Watch your step, the floor is slippery. □ He'll get 
into trouble if he doesn't watch his step in future. 
-2. [toward success, peace, a solution] one ac¬ 
tion in a series of actions that are intended 
to produce a particular result □ We must take 
steps to remedy this situation. □ The next step is 
to raise funds. -3. [in a process] one part of a 

process □ I'm behind your decision every step of 
the way. □ Their success is due to remaining one 
step ahead of their competitors. □ The deal is a 
major step forward for Carrigi & Co. ■ step by 
step gradually □ She explained the process step 
by step. □ a step-by-step guide to home mainte¬ 
nance. -4. [for walking up or down] a narrow 
flat surface where one places one’s foot 
when walking from one level to another □ 
Be careful of the step. □ Someone was standing 
on the bottom step. -5. [of a ladder] one of the 
horizontal bars of a ladder. -6. sport a form 
of exercise in which one steps onto and off 
a board that is slightly raised above the 
ground. -7. US music the interval between 
two notes which are next to each other in a 
scale, but which can be divided into smaller 
intervals. 
o vi -1. to take a step □ She stepped forward 
and shook his hand. □ He stepped off the bus/out 
of the car. □ Step this way, please, and I'll show 
you to your table. -2. to step on sthg [on a snail, 

banana skin] to put one’s foot down on sthg 
. □ Did I just step on your toes? 
♦ steps nfl -1. two or more steps in a row, 

one above the other, that are usually made 

of stone, and found outside n a flight of steps 
o By the time he reached the top of the steps, 
she was gone. -2. GB a stepladder. 

♦ step aside vi -1. to move to one side □ The 
onlookers stepped aside to let the carriage pass. 
-2. = step down. 

♦ step back vi to think about a situation in a 
different way □ Try to step back a little and see 
the problem from Marianne's point of view. 

♦ step down vi to leave one’s job or position 
of responsibility □ He has decided to step 
down as director of finance. 

♦ step in vi to become involved in a difficult 
situation in order to try to settle it □ At this 
point in the argument I was forced to step in. 

♦ step up vt sef to step sthg up [pressure, out¬ 

put, activity] to increase sthg □ They have decid¬ 
ed to step up their efforts to improve the efficien¬ 
cy of the service. 

stepbrother ['stepbrAd3r] n the son of one’s 
stepmother or stepfather, 

stepchild ['steptJaild] (pi stepchildren) [-tJildr- 
sn] n the child of one’s husband or wife, but 
not one’s own natural child, 

stepdaughter ['stepdo:tar] « the daughter of 
one’s husband or wife, but not one’s own 
natural daughter. 

stepfather ['stepfo:dor] n the husband of one’s 
mother, but not one’s own natural father. 

Stephenson ['stfivnsan], George (1781-1848) 
a British engineer and inventor who built 
the first steam train. 

stepladder [’steplaed3r] n a short ladder at¬ 
tached to a support that can be folded for 
storing and is used indoors, 

stepmother ['stepmAd3r] n the wife of one’s 
father, but not one’s own natural mother, 

stepping-stone ['stepig-] n -1. one of a line of 
stones that one can walk on to cross a 
stream or river. -2. something that helps one 
to progress, especially in one’s career □ The 
position is generally seen as a stepping-stone to a 
presidential appointment. 

stepsister ['stepsistar] n the daughter of one’s 
stepmother or stepfather, 

stepson ['stepsAn] « the son of one’s husband 
or wife, but not one’s own natural son. 

stereo ['steriou] (pi stereos) o adj [system, rec¬ 

ord player, recording] that involves sound com¬ 
ing from two separate speakers, o n a rec¬ 
ord player that produces sound from two 
separate speakers. ■ in stereo with the 
sound coming from two separate speakers □ 
It sounds much better in stereo. 

stereophonic fsteris'fDnik] adj [sound] = ste¬ 
reo. 

stereotype [’steriataip] o n a set of fixed char¬ 
acteristics that represent a typical example 
of a particular thing, nationality, person etc. 
o vt [person, group] to present or consider 
<sb/sthg> as a stereotype □ a stereotyped 
image/role. 

sterile [US 'sterol, GB ’sterail] adj -1. [gloves, 

equipment, conditions] that is completely clean 
and without germs. -2. [person, animal] that is 
unable to produce babies or young. -3. 
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[discussion, report, idea] that produces no use¬ 
ful result (disapproving use). 

sterility [sta'ribti] n: see sterile. 

Sterilization [US .sterabzeifn, GB ,steralai-] n 
-1. [of equipment, operating room] see sterilize. 
-2. a medical operation in which a person or 
animal is prevented from being able to pro¬ 
duce babies in future. 

sterilize, -ise ['steralaiz] vt -1. [container, equip¬ 

ment, room] to make <sthg> sterile. -2. to 
perform a sterilization operation on <a per¬ 
son or animal>. 

sterilized milk [’steralaizd-] n milk that has 
been treated in order to remove germs. 

sterling ['st3:rlirj] o « the currency of the UK 
□ The value of sterling on the world market fell 
today. □ It costs 3,000 pounds sterling. □ sterling 
reserves/traveler's checks, o adj [effort, work, 

performance] that is of an excellent standard 
(formal or old-fashioned use). 

sterling silver « metal that contains at least 
92.5% of silver □ a sterling silver bracelet. 

stern [st3:rn] o adj -1. [person] who is serious, 
strict, and unfriendly □ Her father was a tall 
stern man. -2. [look, warning] that shows one’s 
disapproval □ Sterner penalties must be intro¬ 
duced to deter such crimes, o n the back part 
of a boat or ship. 

sternly ['st3:rnli] adv [look, say] see stern. 

steroid ['stiaraid] « a chemical substance 
found naturally in the body, or introduced 
artificially to improve strength or to treat 
certain diseases. 

stethoscope ['steGoskoup] n a medical instru¬ 
ment used to listen to somebody’s heart and 
their breathing. 

Stetson™ ['stetsn] « a large hat worn espe¬ 
cially by cowboys in the west of the USA. 

stevedore ['stiivado:1) n US a person whose 
job is to load and unload ships. 

Stevenson ['stfivnsan], Robert Louis (1850- 
1894) a British writer, bom in Scotland, 
whose best-known works are Treasure Island 
and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll attd Mr 
Hyde. 

stew [stJu:] o n a dish, usually made of meat 
and vegetables, that is cooked slowly in liq¬ 
uid □ a lamb/vegetable stew, o vt [meat, vegeta¬ 

bles, fruit] to cook <food> slowly in liquid, 
o vi to let sb stew (in their own juice) to 
make sb wait before telling them an answer, 
decision etc that they are anxious to hear 
(informal use) □ I'll just let him stew for a few 
days. 

steward ['sriuard] n -1. a man whose job is to 
take care of passengers on a plane, train, or 
ship, especially by serving food and drink. 
-2. GB a person whose job is to help to or¬ 
ganize a public event. 

stewardess [us 'stoardas, gb .stjua'des] n a 
woman whose job is to take care of passen¬ 
gers on a plane, train, or ship, especially by 
serving food and drink. 

stewbeef ['sriu:bi:f] us, stewing steak 
['sriuiig-] GB n beef that is not of a high qual¬ 
ity, but is suitable for stewing. 

St. Ex. ahhr of stock exchange. 

stg abbr of sterling. 

stick [stik] {ft & pp stuck) o n -1. a long thin 
branch that has been broken off or has fall¬ 
en off a tree □ a wooden stick or stick of wood. 
-2. [of dynamite, rhubarb] a long thin piece of 
something □ a stick of chewing gum. -3. [for 
walking] a smooth thin piece of wood or 
metal used by old or injured people to help 
them walk □ The blind man had a white stick. 
-4. sport a long thin piece of wood, often 
with a curved end, that is used for hitting a 
ball □ a hockey/lacrosse stick. -5. to get the 
wrong end of the stick to misunderstand 
something (informal use), 

o vt -1. to stick sthg in or into sthg [knife, nee¬ 
dle] to push sthg sharp into sthg (informal 
use) □ Don't stick pins in the wall. □ He stuck his 
fork into the potato, m to stick sthg through 
sthg [through a hole, mailbox] to push sthg 
through sthg (informal use). -2. [stamp, picture] 
to attach <sthg> to something else using a 
sticky substance such as glue □ She stuck the 
label on the jar. □ He stuck the photo in his al¬ 
bum. -3. to put <sthg> somewhere (informal 
use) □ Can you stick my name on the list? o / 
usually stick it in the oven for 20 minutes. □ 
Teresa stuck her head round the door, 

o vi -1. [arrow, dart, spear] to enter something 
and remain fixed there □ A splinter of wood 
had stuck in my finger. -2. [food, mud, clothes] 
to become attached to something, especially 
because of glue or another sticky substance 
□ The flap on this envelope won't stick. □ The 
static on the balloon made it stick to my hand. -3. 
[door, window, zipper] to become fixed in a 
particular position and unable to move □ The 
car stuck fast in the mud. -4. to stick in one's 
mind to stay in one’s memory for a long 
time. 

♦ sticks npl out in the sticks in the country¬ 
side and far away from towns or cities (hu¬ 
morous use). 

♦ stick around vi to remain somewhere for a 
period of time (informal use) □ I'm not sticking 
around here any more. 

♦ stick at vt fus to stick at sthg [job, activity] to 
continue to work hard at sthg □ He stuck at it 
until he got it right. 

♦ stick by vt fus -1. to stick by sb to continue 
to support sb, especially when they are in 
trouble □ George stuck by us through that terri¬ 
ble time. -2. to stick by sthg [decision, state¬ 
ment] to refuse to change sthg that one 
believes in or has said □ Martha has always 
stuck by her promises. 

♦ stick out o vt sep -1. to stick sthg out [one's 
tongue, hand, head] to extend sthg, usually so 
that it can be seen □ She stuck her head out of 
the window. -2. to stick it out to continue to 
do something that is unpleasant or difficult, 
especially until it is finished (informal use) □ 
/ II stick it out until the end of the month, then I'm 
leaving, o vi -1. [nail, tooth] to be noticeable 
because it is longer than something else or 
points in a different direction □ His ears stick 
out. -2. [talent, problem, truth] to be very no- 
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ticeable because it is unusual (informal use) □ 
It's her accent that makes her stick out. 

♦ stick to vt fus -1. to stick to sb to stay near 
sb □ Stick close to me so I know where you are. 
■ to stick to sthg [path, road] to continue to 
follow sthg □ Stick to the freeway and you 
won't get lost. -2. to stick to sthg [agreement, 

decision, one's principles] to do or say things 
that agree with sthg, so that one does not 
change it □ She's still sticking to her story. □ 
Stick to the point/facts! 

♦ stick together vi [people] to continue to 
support and be loyal to each other □ We're 
going to stick together, no matter what happens. 

♦ stick up o vt sep> -1. to stick sthg up [notice, 

postcard, poster] to attach sthg to a wall □ 
Somebody had stuck a sign up saying 'Keep Off!' 
-2. stick 'em up! a phrase used by a person 
with a gun when they want another person 
to raise their arms above their head, o vi 
[hair, pole] to be in a fixed vertical position, 
coming out of something horizontal □ The 
knife was still sticking up in the butter. 

♦ stick up for vt fus to stick up for sb/sthg 
[one's friends, beliefs-, rights] to defend sb/sthg 
against criticism, a threat etc □ My brother 
was the only person who'd stick up for me at 
school. 

♦ stick with vt fus -1. to stick with sthg [deci¬ 

sion, job] not to change sthg that one has 
started to do, use etc to something else □ 
I've made my decision and I'm going to stick with 
it. -2. to stick with sb [one’s mother, group, 

guide] to stay near sb □ Stick with me and 
you'll be fine. -3. to stick with sb/sthg [leader, 

company, brand] to remain loyal to sb/sthg o 

I've stuck with my bank for 35 years. 

sticker [’stikar] tt a small piece of paper that 
has a design or words printed on it and can 
be stuck onto an object □ a car sticker. 

sticking plaster fstikig-] « GB a piece of ma¬ 
terial that is sticky on one side and is used 
to cover cuts on one’s skin, 

stick insect « an insect with a long brown or 
green body and very thin long legs. 

Stick-in-the-mud n a person who refuses to 
try something new and exciting (informal and 
disapproving use). 

stickler [’stikbr] « to be a stickler for sthg [for 

punctuality, discipline, rules] to believe that 
sthg is very important and insist on people 
doing it. 

stick-on adj a stick-on label/badge a label/ 
badge that is sticky on one side so that it 
can be fixed to something, 

stickpin [’stikpin] tt US a thin decorated piece 
of metal with a sharp point at the end that 
is used to keep a man’s necktie in position, 

stick shift n US the stick in a car, truck etc 
that one moves with one's hand to change 
gears. 

stick-up n a robbery in a public building such 
as a bank in which the robbers threaten 
people with guns (informal use). 

Sticky [’stiki] {compar stickier, superl stickiest) 
adj -1. [hand, food, wrapper] that contains or is 
covered with a substance that sticks to 

things, especially in an unpleasant or messy 
way □ Oily's fingers were sticky with jam. 
-2. [label, tape, paper] that has glue or a simi¬ 
lar substance on one side so that it will stick 
to a surface □ This tape is sticky on both sides. 
-3. [situation, problem] that is difficult to deal 
with (informal use) □ I'll be in a sticky situation if 
anyone finds out. -4. [weather, day] that feels 
hot and humid □ Outside it was hot and sticky. 

stiff [stif] o adj -1. [brush, card, collar] that is 
hard and does not bend easily □ a piece of 
stiff cardboard. -2. [door, lock, drawer] that is 
difficult to move; [lock] that is difficult to 
turn with a key □ Push hard, the handle's stiff. 
-3. [mixture, dough] that is firm or difficult to 
stir □ Beat the egg whites until they are stiff. 
-4. [back, neck, joint] that is difficult to move 
because it is painful □ / feel very stiff after all 
that exercise. -5. [manner, behavior, smile] that 
is not relaxed or very friendly □ His letter was 
stiff and formal in tone. -6. [penalty, punishment] 

that is more severe than usual □ If found 
guilty, you could face a stiff fine. -7. [competition, 

opposition] that is more difficult than usual □ 
There was stiff competition for the contract. 
-8. [brandy, whiskey] that contains a lot of al¬ 
cohol and not much water, tonic etc (infor¬ 
mal use). -9. [breeze, wind] that is blowing 
strongly. 

o adv to be bored/scared/frozen stiff to be 
very bored/scared/cold. 

stiffen ['stifn] o vt -1. [paper, fabric] to make 
<a material> stiff □ You can stiffen the collar 
with starch. -2. [resolve, resistance] to make 
<sthg> stronger, o vi -1. [body, person] to be¬ 
come tense and stop moving because one is 
scared, angry etc; [muscles, back, joints] to be¬ 
come painful and difficult to move □ Sudden¬ 
ly the cat's whole body stiffened. □ My legs/neck 
had stiffened (up) during the trip. -2. [hinge, han¬ 

dle, door] to become difficult to move □ The 
lever had stiffened through lack of use. -3. 
[resolve, resistance] to become stronger □ The 
proposals are likely to meet stiffening opposition 
from local residents. 

stiffener ['stifnar] n something used to make 
part of a piece of clothing stiff □ a collar stiff¬ 
ener. 

stifle f'staifl] o vt -1. [person] to stop <sb> 
from breathing properly □ The intruders tried 
to stifle her with a pillow. -2. [feeling, urge, de¬ 

sire] to stop <sthg> from being expressed □ 
He stifled his instinct to run. ■ to stifle a yawn/ 
laugh etc to stop oneself from yawning/ 
laughing etc. -3. [debate, uprising, creativity] to 
stop <sthg> from developing or happening □ 
High interest rates look set to stifle growth, o vi 
to feel or be unable to breathe properly be¬ 
cause there is not enough fresh air □ / felt as 
if I was stifling. 

Stifling f'staiflir)] adj [heat, atmosphere] that is 
hot and makes one unable to breathe prop¬ 
erly □ It's stifling in here. 

Stigma ['stigma] tt -1. a belief or feeling that 
many people in society have about some¬ 
thing that causes them to disapprove of it □ 
There is now much less stigma attached to being 
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a single parent. -2. botany the part of a flower 
that receives the pollen. 

stile [stall] n a wooden structure that consists 
of one or two steps on either side of a wall 
or fence that one can climb over. 

Stiletto [sta'letou] n a stiletto (heel) the heel of 
a woman’s shoe that is very high, thin, and 
pointed; a shoe with this heel. 

Still1 [still adv -1. I'm still angry with him I was 
angry with him before, and this situation 
has not changed at the present time □ We've 
been recruiting for months, and we still haven't 
found anyone. □ / still have two chapters to read, 
m are you still here? I am surprised to find 
you here at this time, because it is late □ He 
still hadn't left by twelve o'clock. -2. they could 

still win they have not won yet, but it is 
possible that they will □ If we hurry, we'll still 
be on time. -3. used to say that what has just 
been said does not change things or is not 
important □ Although they lost last week, 
they're still the best team in the tournament. 
-4. better/longer still even better/longer (used 
with comparatives) □ Temperatures were above 
average today, and tomorrow it will be hotter still. 
□ More problematic still is the issue of who actu¬ 
ally owns the company now. 

Still2 o adj -1. to sit/stand still to sit/stand and 
not make a movement □ He lay perfectly still 
in bed and listened to the voices outside his door. 
■ keep or stay still! don’t move! □ Keep still 
for a moment while I brush your hair. -2. [water, 

air] that does not move; [night, day] that has 
no wind □ The sea was still as glass. □ The eve¬ 
ning was dear and still. -3. [water, drink] that 
does not contain gas. o « -1. photography a 
photograph taken from a movie. -2. [for whis¬ 

key, brandy] a piece of equipment used for 
making strong alcohol. 

stillborn ['stilbo:rn] adj [baby, animal] that is 
bom dead. 

Still life {pi still lifes) n a picture of various ob¬ 
jects, e.g. flowers or fruit. 

stillness ['stilnos] n [of water, air, the night] see 

still. 

stilted ['stiltad] adj [conversation, style] that is 
not smooth, relaxed, or natural. 

stilts [stilts] npl -1. two long thin pieces of 
wood that have supports in the middle to 
put one’s feet on and are used, e.g. by 
clowns, for walking on and appearing taller. 
-2. long pieces of wood or metal used for 
supporting a building above the ground or 
water level. 

stimulant ['stimjobnt] n -1. any drug or sub¬ 
stance that makes one feel more lively and 
active. -2. something that causes an increase 
in a particular activity □ Devaluation of a cur¬ 
rency acts as a stimulant to exports. 

stimulate ['stimjaleit] vt -1. [discussion, econo¬ 

my, demand] to make <sthg> start to develop 
or develop more quickly □ The campaign is 
designed to stimulate public interest in our prod¬ 
ucts. -2. [person, part of somebody's body] to 
cause <sb/sthg> to have physical sensations, 
especially because of being touched □ sexual¬ 
ly stimulated. -3. [pupil, reader] to make <sb> 

feel interest, excitement, or enthusiasm 
about something □ She felt stimulated by what 
she had read. -4. [cell, plant, brain] to make <all 
or part of a living thing> become active or 
do something □ Warmth and moisture stimulate 

the seeds to grow. 

stimulating ['stimjaleitig] adj -1. [workout, ef¬ 

fect] that makes one feel physically active. 
-2. [book, discussion, lecture] that stimulates 
one mentally □ The meeting was not exactly 
stimulating. 

stimulation [.stimjs'leijn] tv. see stimulate □ / 
like books that give me intellectual stimulation. 

Stimulus ['stimjobs] {pi stimuli [-lai]) ft -1. 
something that causes development, enthu¬ 
siasm, or interest □ The added element of com¬ 
petition acted as a stimulus to the sales team. 
-2. biology something that makes a plant, 
part of one’s body etc do something □ the 
stimulus of light/warmth. 

sting [stirj] (pt & pp stung) o vt -1. [bee, scorpi¬ 

on, nettle] to cause <a person or animal> 
pain by breaking or touching their skin, of¬ 
ten with a poison; [smoke, acid, ointment] to 
cause sharp continuous pain to <a part of 
the body> □ I've been stung by a wasp. □ The 
slap across the face stung her cheek. -2. [remark, 

criticism] to make <sb> feel very hurt and in¬ 
sulted □ She was stung by his remarks about her 
family. 
o vi -1. [bee, nettle, smoke] The cream may 
sting a little when first applied. □ Bees sting only 
as a last resort. -2. [eyes, skin] My eyes were 
stinging with all the smoke, 
o n -1. [from an insect, scorpion, nettle] a sharp 
pain caused by being stung by an animal, 
plant, or insect □ I got a bee/wasp sting on my 
arm. m to take the sting out of sthg [out of criti¬ 

cism, a defeat, failure] to make sthg seem less 
bad □ A check for $5,000 took the sting out of 
coming second. -2. [of a bee, wasp, scorpion] 

the sharp part in the tail of some animals 
and insects that is used to sting. 

stinging nettle ['stirng-] n GB a nettle. 

stingy ['stind3i] {compar stingier, superl stingi¬ 
est) adj [person] who does not like giving 
other people things, especially money (infor¬ 
med and disapproving use) □ They're very stingy 
with their money/praise. 

stink [stirjk] {pt stank or stunk, pp stunk) o tt a 
very unpleasant smell □ the stink of rotting 
vegetables, o vi -1. [breath, garbage can, person] 

to have a very unpleasant smell □ You stink 
of onions! □ It stinks in here! -2. (idea, attitude, 

place] to be worthless and unpleasant (infor¬ 
mal use) □ This job stinks! 

stink-bomb n a small container with a sub¬ 
stance inside that smells very bad when the 
container is broken. 

stint [stint] o « a period of time spent doing a 
particular job or activity □ / did a two-year 
stint in the Malaysia office. □ After an unsuccess¬ 
ful stint as an actor, he decided to take up teach¬ 
ing. o vt to stint on sthg not to give or add 
enough of sthg □ Sandra did not stint on the ap¬ 
ple sauce. 

Stipend ['staipend] n an amount of money 
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paid regularly as a salary to somebody such 
as a priest, magistrate, or student. 

Stipulate ['stipjaleit] vt [rule, condition] to state 
<sthg> clearly, giving exact details □ The 
contract stipulates that the work must be finished 
by March. 

Stipulation Lstipjaieifn] « -1. [of a rule, condi¬ 
tion] see stipulate. -2. a condition that is stat¬ 
ed in an agreement or contract, 

stir [sta:r] (ft & ff stirred, corn stirring) o vt 
-1. [paint, coffee, soup] to move <a liquid> 
around in a container, e.g. with a spoon or 
stick, in order to mix it or make it smooth □ 
Stir the mixture to get rid of lumps. □ Beat the 
mixture and stir in the raisins. -2. [leaves, 
branches] to make <sthg> move slightly □ A 
breeze stirred the surface of the lake. -3. [person] 
to cause <sb> to feel strong feelings, espe¬ 
cially when this makes them do something 
□ It was this event that finally stirred them into 
action. 

o vi -1. [person, branches] to move slightly af¬ 
ter having been very still □ She stirred slightly 
and murmured something in her sleep. -2. [love, 
anger] to begin to be felt by somebody □ A 
feeling of envy stirred within him. 
On-1. the act of stirring something □ Give 
the mixture a good stir. -2. mild excitement, 
anger etc among a group of people □ The an¬ 
nouncement caused a stir. 

♦ stir up vt sep -1. to stir sthg up [dust, mud] 
to make sthg move around in the air or in 
water □ The wheels stirred up a cloud of dust. 
-2. to stir sthg up [trouble, tension, rumor] to 
start or spread sthg □ He's done nothing but 
stir up trouble since he arrived. 

stir-fry vt [vegetables, meat] to fry <sthg> 
quickly by stirring it in a small amount of 
very hot oil. 

stirring ['st3:rig] o adj [speech, music] that 
makes one feel a strong emotion, especially 
excitement or enthusiasm □ Bennet made a 
stirring appeal on the victims' behalf, o « the be¬ 
ginning of something, e.g. a feeling or 
thought □ stirrings of guilt. 

stirrup [US 'st3:rap, GB ’stir-] n one of the two 
metal loops that support a person’s feet 
when they are riding a horse, 

stitch [stitj] o n -1. sewing a small piece of 
thread that joins two pieces of fabric togeth¬ 
er or is used for decoration □ a row of stitches 
□ a loose stitch. -2. knitting one of the loops 
of yam that are joined together in knitting. 
-3. medicine a small piece of thread that joins 
the edges of a wound together. -4. to have a 
stitch to have a sharp pain in one’s side, es¬ 
pecially because of running. -5. phrase to be 
in stitches to be laughing a lot (informal use) 
□ Jim had us in stitches with his stories. 
o vt -1. sewing [hem, dress] to sew or deco¬ 
rate <sthg> using stitches □ She stitched the 
button onto the coat. -2. [wound, cut] to sew to¬ 
gether the edges of <sthg> using a special 
needle and thread. 

Stitching ['stitJirj] n the stitches on a piece of 
material. 

St Lawrence [US seint'birans, GB sant-]: the St 

Lawrence (River) a river in North America 

that flows from Lake Ontario to the Atlantic 

and forms part of the border between Cana¬ 
da and the USA. 

Stoat [stout] n a small wild animal that has a 

long body, short legs, and a tail with a black 

tip, and whose brown fur becomes white in 
winter. 

stock [stDk] o n -1. [of provisions, food] an 
amount of something, especially food or 
fuel, that is kept to be used when it is need¬ 
ed □ You'll need a good stock of firewood for the 
winter. -2. business the total amount of goods 
in a store that are ready to be sold □ We've 
sold all our stock. □ Stocks of spare parts are low. 
■ to be in stock to be in the store and avail¬ 
able to be sold □ I'll just see if weVe got any 
more in stock. ■ to be out of stock to be no 
longer in the store and not available to be 
sold □ This model is currently out of stock, but 
we can order it for you. -3. finance the shares 
in a company that each shareholder owns; 
the amount of money that a company has 
raised by selling shares in itself □ Steinberg 
holds 50% of the stock in Mortlake Electrics. □ 
government stocks or stock □ Stock prices are 
given in fractions of dollars, ■ stocks and shares 
GB a collective term for shares in different 
companies. -4. the particular kind of people 
who were one’s ancestors □ a woman of 
Scandinavian/peasant/farming stock. -5. cooking 

a liquid made by boiling meat, vegetables, 
or fish in water □ beef/vegetable stock. 
-6. farming a collective term for farm ani¬ 
mals, especially cattle, sheep, or pigs □ 
breeding stock. -7. phrase to take stock to 
think about the different aspects of a situa¬ 
tion before making a decision about what to 
do next □ We need time to step back and take 
stock of the situation. 
o adj [answer, criticism] that is common or 

typical in a particular situation and so is not 

interesting or original □ They sent me one of 
their stock letters turning down my application, 
o vt -1. business [product, item] to keep <sthg> 

as part of one’s stock □ Do you stock Ford 
parts? □ I'm sorry, we don't stock that size. -2. 
[shelves, room] to fill <sthg>, especially with 

food or drink □ a well-stocked larder. 
♦ stock up vi to buy a large supply of some¬ 

thing to make sure there is plenty of it □ 
She's been stocking up on or with cigarettes. 

stockade [stD'keid] n a wooden wall built for 

defense. 

stockbroker [’stDkbrouka1] n a person whose 

job is to buy and sell shares for people. 

stockbroking ['stDkbrookir)] n the profession 

of a stockbroker. 

stockcar [’stDkka:r] n an old car that has had 

some changes made to it so that it can take 

part in races in which cars hit each other a 

lot □ stockcar racing. 

stock certificate « US a document that shows 
how many shares somebody has in a com¬ 
pany. 

stock company « US a company owned by 
everybody who has bought shares in it. 
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stock control n a check in a store, warehouse 
etc to make sure that enough stock is avail¬ 
able and that quantities and movement of 
stock are recorded. 

Stock cube n a small piece of dried meat and 
vegetable juices that is added to boiling wa¬ 
ter to make a stock for cooking, 

stock exchange n the place where shares in 
companies are bought and sold □ The compa¬ 
ny is quoted on the stock exchange. □ the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

stockholder [’stDkhouldar] n US = shareholder. 

Stockholm [’stDkhoom] the capital of Sweden 
and its largest city, population: 674,452. 

stocking ['stDkir)] n -1. one of two pieces of 
clothing made of nylon or some other 
stretchy material that women wear over 
their legs and feet □ a pair of silk stockings. 
-2. a long sock (old-fashioned use), 

stock-in-trade n part of a particular person's 
usual behavior or job □ Patience should be a 
teacher's stock-in-trade. 

stockist [‘stDkast] n GB a store, person, or 
company that stocks a particular range of 
goods for sale □ a retail stockist. 

stockman ['stDkman] {pi stockmen [-man]) n a 
man employed to look after the animals on 
a farm. 

stock market n = stock exchange □ the stock 
market price. 

stock phrase n a phrase that is very com¬ 
monly used in a particular situation, 

stockpile ['stDkpail] o « a large stock of 
goods, weapons, food etc that may be need¬ 
ed in the future, o vt [weapons, food] to store 
<sthg> in large quantities for future use. 

stockroom ['stDkruim] n a room where stock 
is stored, especially in a store, 

stock-still adv [stand, sit] completely still, 

stocktaking ['stokteikig] n GB the process of 
counting and making a list of all the goods 
that a store or business has, usually at the 
end of every fiscal year □ 'Closed for stock¬ 
taking. ' 

stocky ['stDki] (compar stockier, superl stocki¬ 

est) adj [person] who is fairly short, but looks 
strong and broad □ a short stocky fellow. 

stodgy [’stDd3i] (compar stodgier, superl stodgi¬ 

est) adj -1. [meat, cake] that is very filling and 
difficult to digest □ The food was good, al¬ 
though a little stodgy. -2. [book, style, person] 

that is boring and too serious and formal 
(disapproving use). 

Stoic ['stooik] o adj [person] who shows cour¬ 
age by accepting suffering or difficulties 
without complaining □ / admire your stoic atti¬ 
tude. o n a stoic person. 

stoical [’stouikl] adj = stoic, 

stoicism ['stouisrzm] n stoic behavior. 

stoke [stouk] vt to keep <a fire> burning by 
adding more coal or wood. 

Stoker ['stouk^], Bram (1847-1912) an Irish 
writer whose best-known work is Dracula. 

stole [stoul] o past tense of steal, o « a piece 

of material, like a long scarf, worn over the 
shoulder by women □ a fur stole. 

Stolen ['stoolan] past participle of steal, 

stolid ['stDbd] adj [person] who shows little 
emotion and so seems serious and not very 

happy. 

stomach ['stAmsk] o n -1. the organ in the 
body that digests food □ I've got an upset 
stomach/a pain in my stomach. ■ on a full/an 
empty stomach with a lot of food/no food in 
one’s stomach □ You should never go swim¬ 
ming on a full stomach. -2. the front part of 
one’s body between the chest and hips □ 
She punched him in the stomach. □ Lie on your 
stomach and rest your head on your arms, o vt I 
can't stomach it I can’t accept it because the 
thought of it makes me feel sick or angry, 

stomachache ['stAmskeik] n a continuous pain 
in one’s stomach. 

Stomach pump « a piece of medical equip¬ 
ment that is used to empty the contents of 
somebody’s stomach. 

stomach ulcer n a sore inside the stomach 
that causes pain. 

stomach upset n a minor infection in one’s 
stomach that causes sickness and diarrhea, 

stomp [stDmp] vi to walk somewhere with 
heavy steps that show one is angry, 

stone [stoun] {pi stones, sense 5 only stone) 
o n -1. a hard heavy material found in the 
ground that is often used in building □ a 
stone step/wallAtridge. -2. a small, often 
rounded, piece of stone □ The edge of the 
flowerbed was decorated with a line of stones. ■ 
a stone's throw from a place a very short dis¬ 
tance from a place □ The hotel is just a stone's 
throw away from the station. -3. [for a ring, neck¬ 

lace] a jewel □ precious stones. -4. GB [in a fruit! 

the hard rounded seed found in some fruits 
□ a plum/date stone. -5. GB [in weight] a meas¬ 
urement of weight, equal to 14 pounds or 
approximately 6.35 kilos □ He weighs 10 
stone. 

o vt to throw stones at <sb/sthg> especially 
because one is angry or as a punishment. 

Stone Age n the Stone Age the earliest period 
of human history, when tools and weapons 
were made of stone □ a Stone Age settlement. 

stone-cold adj [body, food] that is very cold, 
especially when one wants or expects it to 
be warmer. 

Stonedv [stound] adj (very informal use) -1. to 
be stoned to be very drunk. -2. to be stoned 
to be affected by a particular drug that one 
has taken □ kids getting stoned on marijuana. 

Stonehenge [US 'stoonhend3, GB ,stoun'hend3] n 

a prehistoric monument in southern England 
consisting of a circle of large upright stones, 

stonemason ['stounmeisn] n a person whose 
job is to cut and prepare stone for building, 

stonewall [US 'stounwod, GB .stoon'wod] vi to 
avoid answering questions or refuse to co¬ 
operate, in order to avoid an argument, dis¬ 
cussion etc. 

stoneware ['stounwear] n a collective term for 
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pots and dishes made from a hard clay that 
contains flint. 

stonewashed ['stounwDj't] adj (jeans, denim) 
that has been faded to look more attractive 
by being washed together with stones. 

stonework ['stoonw3:rk] « the part or parts of 
a building made of stone. 

Stony ['stoum] (compar stonier, superl stoniest) 

adj -1. [ground, soil, beach] that contains a lot 
of stones □ a narrow stony path. -2. [silence, ex¬ 
pression] that is unfriendly and shows no 
sympathy □ He gave me a stony look. 

Stood [stud] past tense &> past participle of 
stand. 

stooge [stu:d3] n -1. a person who is often 
used by somebody else to do things they do 
not want to do themselves (informal and dis¬ 
approving use). -2. a comedian who performs 
with another comedian and who is always 
made to look foolish. 

stool [stud] n a round seat with three or four 
legs that has no part to support one’s back □ 
a bar stool. 

stoop [stu:p] o n -1. to walk with a stoop to 
walk with one’s head, shoulders, and upper 
back bent forward. -2. US an open porch or 
steps leading to the entrance of a house, 
o vi -1. to bend forward and downward □ 
He stooped (down) to pick up his glove. -2. to 
stand or move with one’s head, shoulders, 
and upper back bent forward □ She was 
stooping over the low sink. -3. to stoop to sthg 

[to cheating, bribery] to lower one’s moral 
standards by doing sthg. 

Stop [stop] (pt St pp stopped, cont stopping) 

o vt -1. to no longer do <sthg> □ / wish 
they'd stop that noise. □ We all stopped talking at 
once. □ Stop it, that hurts! □ It gradually stopped 
raining. -2. to do something with the result 
that <sthg> cannot start or happen, or that 
<sb> cannot do something □ The city got a 
court order to stop the march. □ The strikers 
stopped the delivery from entering the premises. 
-3. [tape recorder, clock] to turn <a device> 
off; [car, war, game] to no longer let <sthg> 
move, work, or happen; [person] to make 
<sb> pause in an activity they are doing □ / 
drove up to the house and stopped the car. □ 
Rain stopped play. □ She stopped a man in the 
street to ask him the time. -4. [check, wages] to 
take action so that <sthg> is not paid to 
somebody; [milk, newspapers] to cancel one’s 
regular order of <sthg> □ Your benefit may be 
stopped if you do not reapply. □ Don't forget to 
stop our subscription to "Time". -5. [hole, gap] = 
stop up. 

o vi -1. [rain, music] to come to an end □ The 
road stops a few miles further on. -2. [tape re¬ 
corder, clock] to no longer work because 
something has come to an end or because it 
is broken; [car, truck] to no longer move; [per¬ 
son] to no longer continue doing something, 
especially so that one can do something else 
□ My watch has stopped — the battery must 
have run out. □ / stopped at the service station to 
get a snack. □ She stopped to tie up her shoe¬ 
lace. ■ to stop at nothing to be willing to do 

anything necessary to achieve or get what 
one wants □ He'll stop at nothing to land this 
contract. -3. to stay somewhere, especially 
when visiting somebody □ I'm late, I can't 
stop. □ Can you stop for a drink? 

o n -1. [for a bus, train] one of the places 
where a bus, train etc stops regularly so that 
passengers can get on or off □ I'm getting off 
at the next stop. -2. [in a place] the act of stop¬ 
ping at a place; the place where somebody 
stops □ We made several stops on the way here. 
□ Their first stop was Berlin. -3. to come to a 
stop [ball, train, car] to stop moving; [work, 

pain, rain] to stop happening □ Do not leave 
your seats until the plane has come to a complete 
stop. □ The snow finally came to a stop. -4. to 
put a stop to sthg to prevent sthg bad from 
happening □ It's time we put a stop to all these 
rumors. -5. [in a telegram] a word that means 
period in a telegram □ "Need to see you" Stop 
"Come at once" Stop. -6. phrase to pull out all 
the stops to do everything possible in order 
to achieve something or to make something 
successful. 

♦ stop off vi to make a short visit to a par¬ 
ticular place or person during a longer trip □ 
We stopped off on the way to pick up groceries. 

♦ stop over vi to stay somewhere for a short 
time, especially overnight, before continuing 
one’s trip □ You're welcome to stop over at my 
place. 

♦ Stop up vt sep to stop sthg up [pipe, hole] to 
block sthg □ There must be something stopping 
up the sink. 

stopcock ['stDpkDk] « a valve on a pipe which 
controls the flow of gas or water. 

Stopes [stoups], Marie (1880-1958) a British 
scientist and writer who wrote several 
books on sex education and set up Britain’s 
first birth control clinic. 

stopgap ['stDpgaep] n something that can be 
used or done for a short time until one finds 
something better □ This job is just a stopgap 
until I can find something permanent. 

stoplights ['stoplaits] npl US colored lights that 
control the movement of road traffic at 
intersections. 

stopover ['stDpoov3r] n a short stay in a place 
while one is traveling somewhere, especially 
by plane. 

stoppage ['stDpid3] n -1. the act of stopping 
working because of a disagreement with 
one’s employer a The company has lost thou¬ 
sands of dollars because of the stoppages. -2. GB 
the money taken off one’s pay, usually be¬ 
fore one gets it, e.g. for tax □ After stoppages, 
he hardly earns enough to pay the bills. 

stopper ['stops'] « an object, usually made of 
glass or cork, that fits into the opening of a 
bottle or jar in order to close it. 

stop press n a phrase used to introduce a 
piece of news that is added to a newspaper 
after the rest of it has been printed. 

stop sign n a red road sign that has STOP 
written in white letters on it and is used to 
order drivers to stop their vehicles at an 
intersection before continuing. 
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Stopwatch ['stDpwDtJ] n a watch that can be 
stopped and started in order to measure the 
amount of time it takes to do something, 
e.g. to run a race. 

storage [‘sto:rid3] « -1. [of food, clothes, goods] 

the act of storing something; a place where 
something is stored □ I'll put my furniture in 
storage while I'm traveling. □ There's not much 
storage space in this apartment. □ storage costs. 
-2. computing the process of storing infor¬ 
mation in a computer for further use; the 
part of a computer where this information is 
stored. 

storage heater n GB a heater that stores heat 
at night, when electricity is cheap, and gives 
out heat during the day. 

store [sto:r] o n -1. a building where goods 
and services are sold □ the local stores. -2. [of 

weapons, coal, blankets] an amount of some¬ 
thing that is kept somewhere until it is 
needed □ a store of highly confidential informa¬ 
tion. -3. a place, e.g. a large building, where 
things are stored □ a grain store. -4. to set 
great store by or on sthg to consider that 
sthg is very important □ She sets great store 
by herbal remedies. 
o vt -1. [coal, grain] to keep <sthg> some¬ 
where until it is needed; [bicycle, furniture] to 
keep <sthg> somewhere when it is not be¬ 
ing used. -2. computing [data, figures] to keep 
<information> in a computer until it is 
needed. 

♦ in store odv a phrase used to say that 
something is going to happen at some time 
in the future □ There's trouble in store. □ Who 
knows what the future has in store for us? 

♦ store up vt sep to store sthg up [provisions, 

information, details] to keep sthg until it is 
needed, especially by adding to it gradually 
so that one has a lot of it □ He was storing up 
information which he could use against them. 

store brand n US a product specially manu¬ 
factured for a particular store and carrying 
the name of the store. 

store detective n a person whose job is to 
walk around a department store pretending 
to be a customer in order to make sure no 
goods are stolen. 

storehouse ['sto:rhaos, pi -hauziz] n -1. a build¬ 
ing in which things are stored. -2. [of infor¬ 

mation, treasures] a person or thing that has 
many interesting or useful ideas, objects etc. 

Storekeeper ['sto:rki:p3r] n US a person who 
owns or is in charge of a small store. 

storeroom ['sto;rru:m] n a room where goods 
are stored. 

storey ['stoiri] {pi storeys) « GB [of a building] = 
story. 

Stork [sto:rk] n a large white bird with black 
wings, long legs, and a long beak and neck 
that lives near water. 

storm [sto:rm] o « -l, a period of very bad 
weather consisting of strong wind and 
heavy rain, usually with thunder and light- 
ning □ Many of the trees had been damaged in 
the storm. -2. a sudden strong reaction to 
something by the public, e.g. anger or ex¬ 

citement □ a storm of abuse/protest □ The rev¬ 
elations caused quite a storm. ■ a storm in a 
teacup GB a situation that is not important 
but that causes a lot of worry and trouble, 
o vt -1. [building, town] to attack <a place> 
suddenly and violently □ Rebel forces stormed 
the city. -2. to say <sthg> very angrily and in 
a loud voice □ "That's just not true!" she 
stormed. 
o vi to go somewhere in an angry way □ He 
stormed into/out of the room. 

storm cloud n a dark cloud seen before a 
storm o Storm clouds were gathering as they left 
the harbor. 

storming ['sto;rmir)] n the act of storming a 
building or place □ the storming of the Bastille/ 
Winter Palace. 

Stormy ['sto:rmi] {compar stormier, superl storm¬ 
iest) adj -1. [weather] that consists of strong 
wind, heavy rain, and often thunder and 
lightning □ You can expect stormy seas in this 
area. -2. [relationship, meeting] that is difficult 
because the people involved argue with 
each other □ Their marriage had always been 
stormy. 

story ['stain] {pi stories) n -1. [for entertainment] 

a real or imaginary description of people 
and events, often told or written to enter¬ 
tain people □ Will you read/tell me a story? □ 
It’s a strange story, the way they met. □ But 
that's not the whole story. □ Tell us the story 
about the princess and the pea. m it's the (same) 
old story a phrase used to say that some¬ 
thing has happened many times before o 
Every payday it's the same old story: he goes off 
to the races and loses all of it. ■ to make US or 

cut GB a long story short a phrase used to say 
that one is going to tell somebody how 
something ended without giving them all 
the details □ Anyway, to make a long story 
short, we're no longer on speaking terms. -2. [of 

a process, event] an account of how some¬ 
thing came into existence and what has 
happened to it since that time □ the story of 
printingAhe pharaohs. -3. [in a newspaper, on a 

news program] a piece of news □ the main 
(news) stories □ The story broke at Warn. -4. a 
lie □ Pat's telling stories again. -5. US [of a build¬ 

ing] a level or floor of a building □ a 50-story 
building. 

storybook ['stoiribuk] adj a storybook ro¬ 
mance/wedding etc a romance/wedding etc 
that seems to be perfect and very happy. 

storyteller ['sto:ritel3r] « a person who tells or 
writes stories to entertain people. 

stout [staot] o adj -1. [person, legs] that looks 
short and fairly fat □ a stout middle-aged man. 
-2. [boots, stick] that is strong and thick □ 
stout walking shoes. -3. [opposition, defender] 

that is firm and strong □ The community put 
up stout resistance to the intended highway, o n 
a strong dark beer □ a pint of stout. 

Stove [stouv] o past tense <S2 past participle of 
stave, o n -1. a piece of equipment used in 
a kitchen for cooking food, usually with a 
flat top part for cooking food in pans and an 
oven for baking, roasting etc □ a gas stove. 
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-2. a piece of equipment used for heating a 
room or house, usually by burning oil or 
coal □ an oil stove. 

stow [stoo] vt [suitcase, file, treasure] to put 
<sthg> somewhere so that it is safe or hid¬ 
den or is not in the way □ 'Luggage must be 
stowed in the overhead lockers.’ 

♦ stow away vi to hide on a ship or plane in 
order to travel without paying. 

stowaway ['stooawei] n a person who has 
stowed away on a ship or plane. 

Stowe [stou], Harriet Beecher (1811-1896) a 
US writer whose best-known work is Uncle 
Tom's Cabin. 

St Petersburg [us seint'piitarzbairg, GB ssnt- 
’pi:t3zb3:g] a city in western Russia, on the 
Baltic coast. It is a major port, and used to 
be the capital of Russia, 

straddle fstraedl] vf -1. [chair, wall] to sit on 
<sthg> with one’s legs on either side of it. 
-2. [river, border] to stretch across <sthg> 
from one side to the other □ a town straddling 
the border between Austria and Hungary. 

strafe [streif] vf to attack <sb/sthg> with bul¬ 
lets from a low-flying aircraft, 

straggle [’straegl] vi -1. [buildings, town, plant] to 
spread out in a messy way over a wide area. 
-2. [group, person] to walk slowly and behind 
the others in a group □ She was straggling be¬ 
hind the others. 

straggler [’straegbr] n a person who straggles 
behind other people in a group. 

Straggly [’straegli] (comparstragglier, superlstrag- 
gliest) adj [hair, plant] that grows or spreads 
out in a messy way. 

straight [streit] o adj -1. [line, road, back] that 
has no bends or curves □ They stood together 
in a straight line. □ You’ll need a straight edge to 
draw against. -2. [hedge, hem, tree trunk] that is 
level or upright and does not slope □ That 
picture's not straight. □ Sit up straight, don’t 
slouch. -3. [hair] that is not curly □ She had 
long straight hair. -4. [person, answer, question] 

that is honest and direct □ Are you being 
straight with me? □ a straight offer. -5. three/ 

four etc straight wins three/four etc wins one 
after another □ Smith won the match in three 
straight sets. -6. a straight choice/exchange etc 

a choice/exchange etc that concerns only 
two people or things □ It's a straight fight be¬ 
tween Gough and Turner. -7. [gin, whiskey] that 
does not have any other liquid, especially 
water, added to it □ I'll have my vodka straight, 
please. -8. [person] who is not homosexual 
(informal use) □ He's gay but a lot of his friends 
are straight. -9. to be straight to have paid all 
the money one owes to somebody □ If you 
pay for the meal, then we'll be straight. -10. 
phrases to keep a straight face to look serious 
even though one thinks something is funny 
□ / don't know how I managed to keep a straight 
face! ■ let me get this straight I want to 
understand this more clearly □ Let's get 
something straight: I give the orders around here! 
o adv -1. [see, walk, lie] in a straight line □ 
It's straight in front of you or straight ahead! □ 
She walked straight into the door. -2. directly; 

immediately □ I'll get straight to the point. □ Go 
straight home. □ Go straight on, then make a right 
at the crossroads. □ We left straight after the 
movie. -3. honestly and directly a I'm telling 
you straight, it's a waste of money. -4. to go 
straight to stop being a criminal, drug ad¬ 
dict, gambler etc. 

o « sport a straight part of a racetrack □ 
They're now entering the final straight. 

♦ straight out adv [admit, say] without trying 
to hide or avoid anything □ He told me 
straight out that he was thinking of leaving 

straightaway ^streita'wei] o adv [leave, call, 
deliver] without delay □ I'll come straightaway. 
On US SPORT = straight. 

straighten ['streitn] o vf -1. [tie, dress, desk] to 
make <sthg> tidy □ She straightened the cush¬ 
ions on the sofa. □ We'd better straighten the 
place up before Greta comes back. -2. [hair, 
curve, edge] to make <sthg> straight □ / spent 
ages trying to straighten the hem of that dress. 
-3. [column, picture] to make <sthg> level by 
moving it slightly a That shelf's not level — try 
straightening it a bit. 

♦ straighten up o vi to stand up or sit up 
with one’s back straight after being bent 
over, o vf sep to straighten sthg up [room, pa¬ 
pers] to make sthg neat and tidy. 

♦ straighten out vf sep to straighten sthg out 
[mess, situation] to make sthg easier by re¬ 
moving any problems □ We're still trying to 
straighten out some of these problems. 

straightforward [,streit'fo:rw3rd] adj -1. [expla¬ 
nation, operation] that is easy to understand 
or do □ It seems a straightforward enough task. 
-2. [person] who is honest and does not hide 
their feelings □ He seems like a nice, straight¬ 
forward kind of guy. 

strain [strem] o n -1. a state or cause of ten¬ 
sion or worry □ The strain shows in her face. □ 
He's been under a lot of strain lately. □ The drive 
for new recruits has put a great strain on our de¬ 
partment. -2. [in part of one's body] the pain 
that results from using a part of one’s body 
too much, often damaging it □ eye/muscle/ 
back strain. -3. technology the force, weight, 
or pressure on an object, part of one’s body 
etc □ The ceiling couldn't take the extra strain. □ 
He braced himself to take the strain. -4. [of a 

plant, virus] a type of plant, animal, bacte¬ 
rium etc □ A new strain has developed, 
o vt -1. to strain one's eyes/ears to do sthg 
to try very hard to see/hear sthg □ Jilly 
strained her ears to hear what they were saying, 
but to no avail. -2. [muscle, back, eyes] to tem¬ 
porarily damage <a part of one's body> by 
making it do too much □ I've strained a mus¬ 
cle in my back. -3. [resources, budget] to force 
<sthg> to cover more than it can do com¬ 
fortably; [patience, friendship] to push <sthg> 
beyond reasonable limits □ The recruitment of 
extra staff is severely straining our resources. □ 
The constant presence of her husband had 
strained their friendship to breaking point. 
-4. cooking to remove the liquid from 
<food> after boiling it; to remove the tea 
leaves from <tea> by pouring it through a 
tea strainer o Strain the carrots, then add butter. 
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-5. [rope, girder, ceiling] to put too much force, 
weight etc on <sthg>. 
o vi to strain to do sthg to try very hard to 
do sthg □ She strained to hear what they were 
saying. 

♦ strains npl the sound of music that is being 
played (literary use) □ They were dancing to the 
strains of Boccherini's minuet. 

strained [streind] adj -1. (laugh, voice] that is 
unnatural and shows signs of worry or 
tiredness □ Chris has been looking very strained 
recently. □ Libby gave a strained smile. -2. [at¬ 

mosphere, relations] that is tense and un¬ 
friendly, often because there is not enough 
trust □ Relations between the two countries 
have been strained recently. 

strainer ['streinar] n a container with holes in 
the bottom used for straining food, liquids, 
tea etc. 

strait [streit] n geography a narrow passage of 
water between two areas of land that con¬ 
nects two larger areas of water, usually two 
seas □ the Strait of Magellan. 

♦ straits npl to be in dire or desperate straits 

to be in an extremely difficult situation, of¬ 
ten because one does not have enough 
money o Barton & Co is in dire financial straits 
following record losses this quarter. 

straitened ['streitnd] adj to be in straitened cir¬ 

cumstances to be in a difficult situation be¬ 
cause one does not have as much money as 
before (formal use). 

straitjacket ['streitd3aek3t] n a piece of cloth¬ 
ing that is used to stop violent or mentally 
ill people from moving their arms. 

straitlaced [,streitieist] adj [person] who has 
strict and old-fashioned ideas about morality 
(disapproving use). 

Strait of Gibraltar: the Strait of Gibraltar a 
narrow passage of water between Spain and 
Morocco that connects the Mediterranean 
with the Atlantic Ocean. 

strand [strand] n -1. [of hair, wool] a piece of 
something long, flexible, and very thin. -2. 
[of a plot, argument] one of the many parts of 
something. 

stranded ['strandad] adj [person, vehicle] that 
cannot leave a particular place because of 
something that has happened, e.g. a strike 
or bad weather □ We were left stranded in the 
middle of nowhere. 

strange [streind3] adj -1. [shape, laugh, attitude] 

that is unusual or surprising □ What a strange 
coincidence! □ / feel kind of strange. □ It was 
strange to visit her old school again. □ I find it 
very strange that they haven't called. -2. [country, 

person, house] that one does not know and 
has not seen before □ / find it difficult to sleep 
in strange surroundings. □ It was scary arriving in 
a strange town and not even being able to speak 
the language. 

strangely ['streind3li] adv -1. a word used to 
show that one thinks something is surpris¬ 
ing or odd □ She was strangely quiet. □ Strange¬ 
ly enough, no one seemed to notice. -2. [laugh, 

speak, write] see strange □ He's been behaving 
very strangely lately. 

stranger ['streind33r] n -1. a person that one 
does not know □ Don't talk to strangers. ■ to 
be a/no stranger to sthg [to poverty, fame, un¬ 

happiness] to have no/a lot of experience of 
sthg. -2. a person who is in a place that 
they have never visited before n I'm a strang¬ 
er to these parts. 

Strangers' Gallery: the Strangers' Gallery the 
part of the British House of Commons and 
House of Lords that is open to the public. 

strangle [‘straggl] vf -1. to kill <sb> by 
squeezing their throat with one’s hands, a 
scarf etc to prevent them from breathing □ 
Karen was found strangled to death. -2. 
[development, economy] to prevent <sthg> 
from developing; [groan, cry] to prevent 
<sthg> from being expressed fully □ Punitive 
tax measures have strangled growth. □ He 
uttered a strangled cry. 

stranglehold [’stragglhould] n -1. a strong 
hold around somebody’s neck that makes it 
difficult for them to breathe. -2. a very 
strong control over something that prevents 
it from developing freely □ France once had a 
stranglehold on the world's wine market. 

strangulation [.straggjs'leijn] n the act of 
strangling somebody □ She died from strangu¬ 
lation. 

strap [strap] (jn & pp strapped, cont strapping) 
o n -1. [of a camera, rifle] a narrow band of 
material such as leather that is attached to 
something and is used for carrying it. -2. [on 

a dress, suitcase, shoe] a narrow band of 
leather, fabric etc used to fasten something 
or to hold it in place □ a watchfcra strap □ She 
tightened the straps on her backpack, o vt [per¬ 

son, bag] to fasten <sb/sthg> securely by 
using one or more straps □ He strapped the 
parachute onto his back. 

strapless ['straptas] adj [dress, bra] that has no 
straps over the shoulders. 

strapping ['strapig] adj a strapping young 
man/woman a young man/woman who is 
tall, strong, and looks very fit. 

Strasbourg [US 'stra:sb3:rg, GB 'strazb3:g] a 
city in eastern France, on the Rhine. Meet¬ 
ings of the Council of Europe and the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament are held there, population: 
255,937. 

strata [US 'strata, GB 'straits] plural of stratum. 

stratagem ['stratrK^sm] « a clever plan de¬ 
signed to achieve something, often by de¬ 
ceiving somebody. 

strategic [str3'ti:d3ik] adj -1. [withdrawal, move] 

that is done as part of a larger plan to 
achieve something □ an island of strategic im¬ 
portance. -2. [weapon, missile] that is very 
powerful and can be used from a long dis¬ 
tance away. -3. [position, location] that has 
been carefully chosen to make something as 
effective or useful as possible □ Our product 
occupies a strategic position in the market. 

strategist ['strat3d33st] n a person who is 
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good at forming strategies, especially mili¬ 
tary ones. 

strategy ['strast3d3i] {pi strategies) n a general 
plan for achieving something, often over a 
long period of time; the art of creating these 
plans □ What is the Minister's strategy for deal¬ 
ing with unemployment? □ defense/marketing 
strategies □ He is skilled in military strategy. 

Stratford-upon-Avon [,straetf3rd3pDn'eivn] a 

town in central England where William 
Shakespeare was bom and lived. 

stratified ['straetafaid] adj -1. [rock] that con¬ 
sists of layers of different types of rock. 
-2. [societyl that is separated into different 
social classes. 

stratosphere ['strastasfi3r] n the stratosphere 

the outer band of air that surrounds the 
Earth, starting at about ten kilometers above 
the Earth’s surface. 

stratum [US 'streitom, GB 'strait-] {pi strata) n 
-1. geology a layer of rock that forms part 
of the Earth’s surface. -2. a class of people 
in society with the same social or educa¬ 
tional background. 

Strauss [straus], Johann (1825-1899) an Aus¬ 
trian composer who wrote many famous 
waltzes, including The Blue Danube. 

Strauss, Richard (1864-1949) a German 
composer who wrote many operas and the 
orchestral piece Also sprach Zarathustra. 

Stravinsky [strs'vinski], Igor (1882-1971) a 
US composer, bom in Russia, who wrote 
ballet music including The Firebird and The 
Rite of Spring. 

straw [stroi] n -1. the dried stalks of wheat or 
other cereal crops, used for packaging, bed¬ 
ding for animals etc □ a straw hat/basket. -2. a 
long, thin, paper or plastic tube used for 
drinking □ She drank the milkshake through a 
straw. -3. phrase to clutch at straws to desper¬ 
ately try or believe anything that might give 
one hope or provide a solution in a difficult 
situation □ You're clutching at straws; there's no 
way they could have survived that blast. 

Strawberry [US 'stroiberi, GB -ban] {pi straw¬ 

berries) n a small, soft, red fruit that has 
very small seeds on its surface and grows 
near the ground □ strawberry jam/yogurt. 

straw poll n an unofficial opinion poll before 
an election. 

stray [strei] o adj -1. [dog, cat] that has be¬ 
come separated from its owner □ Susan often 
takes in stray cats and looks after them. -2. a 

stray bullet a bullet that hits somebody or 
something that it was not aimed at □ She 
was hit by a stray bullet, o n a stray cat or dog 
□ a home for strays, o vi -1. to wander away 
from a particular place or area □ Don't stray 
from the path. -2. to think or talk about 
something which is not related to the topic 
being discussed □ Try not to stray from the 
point. □ As he talked, my mind kept straying to 
the events of the previous evening. 

streak [striik] o « -1. [of color] a stripe or long 
area of color that is different from the color 
of the rest of a surface □ She had blond 

streaks put in her hair. -2. [in a person] a par¬ 
ticular bad quality that a person sometimes 
shows in their character □ a stubborn/mean 
streak. -3. a winning/losing streak a period of 
time during which one keeps succeeding/ 
failing □ I'm on a winning streak, o vi [person, 

animal] to run very fast □ She streaked past 
me. 

streaked [striikt] adj to be streaked with sthg 
[with grease, color, dirt] to be covered with 
streaks of sthg. 

Streaky ['striiki] (cornpar streakier, superl streak¬ 
iest) adj [color, surface, hair] that is marked with 
streaks, especially in a way that looks 
unattractive. 

streaky bacon n GB bacon that has lines of 
fat in it. 

stream [striim] o « -1. a very small river □ 4 
tiny stream ran through the field. -2. [of liquid, air] 

a constant flow of liquid, air etc □ a stream of 
tears/water/light. -3. [of people] a large number 
or amount of people or things that arrive 
one after the other □ a stream of customers/ 
traffic □ She received a steady stream of com¬ 
plaints. -4. GB education a group of students 
of the same age and ability who are taught 
a particular subject together □ Lindy was put 
in the top stream for maths, 
o vt GB education to put <students> into 
streams. 
o vi -1. [tears, water] to flow quickly; [light] to 
shine through or into something □ He stood 
by the coffin, tears streaming down his face. □ 
The sun streamed through the window. -2. 
[people, cars] to move somewhere one after 
the other in large numbers; [questions, calls] 

to be expressed, received etc one after the 
other in large numbers □ Crowds of people 
streamed into the concert hall. □ Applications 
have been streaming in. 

streamer ['striimad n a long thin piece of col¬ 
ored paper used as a decoration for a party, 
carnival etc. 

streamline ['striimlain] vt -1. [car, shape, ma¬ 

chine] to make <sthg> long and smooth so 
that it moves easily and fast through water 
or air. -2. [company, process, organization] to 
make <sthg> more simple in order to make 
it more efficient. 

streamlined ['striimlaind] adj [object, body] that 
has a long smooth shape, especially one that 
allows it to move easily and fast through 
water or air. 

street [striit] « a road in a town, village, or 
city, with houses, shops etc on one or both 
sides □ We've lived on the same street for years. 
□ He lives across the street from us. □ The whole 
street had come out to watch the procession. ■ 
to be right up sb's street GB to be exacdy the 
sort of activity or subject that sb likes or is 
interested in (informal use). ■ to be streets 
ahead of sb GB to be much better or much 
more advanced than sb (informal use). 

streetcar ['stri:tka:r] « US a vehicle, used to 
transport passengers around a city, that runs 
along metal tracks in the road and is usually 
powered by electricity. 
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street-cred(ibility) [-kredfa'bibti)] n to have 
street-cred(ibility) GB to be fashionable in a 
way that is approved of by young people 
(informal use). 

street lamp, street light n a tall post by the 
side of a road that has a light at the top. 

street lighting n a collective term for street 
lights; the light given off by street lights □ 
The street lighting is very poor in this area. 

street map n a map with the names of all 
the streets, roads, important buildings etc in 
an area marked on it. 

street market « an outdoor market in a road 
or street, consisting of several stalls run by 
different people, 

street plan n = street map. 

street value n the price that illegal drugs can 
be sold for □ Drugs with a street value of 
$10,000 were seized by police today. 

streetwise ['striitwaiz] adj [person] who knows 
how to deal with the kind of dangerous 
situation that is sometimes found in cities □ 
a streetwise young kid. 

strength [strerjG] n -1. [in one's body] physical 
power □ / don't have the strength to lift these 
boxes. □ Sammy doesn't know his own strength 
sometimes. □ Once you have regained your 
strength I'll take you on a nice vacation. -2. [of 

character] courage and determination □ She 
needed ail her strength to come to terms with his 
death. □ Sean did not have the strength of charac¬ 
ter to be different from the others. -3. [of wind, 

light, voice] the quality something has of be¬ 
ing powerful or strong □ Don’t underestimate 
the strength of feeling that this topic arouses. □ 
The ecology movement gained in strength 
throughout the 1980s. □ This government has 
broken the strength of the unions. □ He's negoti¬ 
ating from a position of strength, m on the 
strength of sthg [of evidence, advice, a report] 

based on or as a result of sthg □ Josey was 
given the job on the strength of the references 
you gave her. □ Sanderson was convicted on the 
strength of one eyewitness account. ■ to go 
from strength to strength to keep improving 
and becoming more successful. -4. [of a per¬ 

son, plan] a good quality or ability that 
somebody or something has □ Her greatest 
strength is that she keeps calm in a crisis. -5. [of 

a structure, metal] the ability to support great 
force, pressure etc □ We will need to test the 
strength of the bridge. -6. [of an opinion, argu¬ 

ment] a powerful or convincing effect □ / was 
forced to concede the strength of her argument. 
-7. [of alcohol, a drug] the quality that a sub¬ 
stance has of being concentrated or strong □ 
It's easy to underestimate the strength of some 
of these beers. -8. [of money] the position of a 
particular currency compared to others, es¬ 
pecially to the American dollar □ The lira has 
gained/fallen in strength. -9. [of an organization, 

team] the total number of people in an or¬ 
ganization, team etc. ■ at full strength with 
the necessary or total number of people □ 
The union is now at full strength. 

♦ below strength adv without the necessary 
or total number of people □ The factory was 

running below strength. □ Our nursing team is 
currently well below strength. 

♦ in strength adv in large numbers □ People 
turned out in strength to support the runners. 

strengthen ['stregOn] o vr -1. Ibody, muscle] to 
make <part of one’s body> more physically 
powerful □ He needed months of physical thera¬ 
py to strengthen his legs again after the opera¬ 
tion. -2. [army, team] to make <a group> 
more powerful by increasing its numbers □ 
We're trying to strengthen our membership by ad¬ 
vertising in the local press. -3. [economy, indus¬ 

try, sales] to improve <sthg> □ The economy 
has been strengthened by increased investment 
from overseas. -4. [argument, case, evidence] to 
provide details, reasons etc that make 
<sthg> stronger □ New evidence concerning 
Wilson's past will certainly strengthen the case 
against him. -5. [dislike, opposition] to make 
<sthg> stronger □ Working as a journalist only 
served to strengthen my distrust of politicians. 
-6. [friendship, bond] to improve <a relation- 
ship> by making the different people or 
groups feel closer to each other □ Tawara's 
visit has served to strengthen ties between the 
two countries. -7. [person] to make <sb> feel 
braver, more determined, or more confident 
□ The meeting strengthened my resolve to leave 
immediately. -8. [bridge, roof, foundations] to 
make <sthg> more able to resist great 
weight, bad weather etc. -9. [yen, franc] to 
increase the value of <a currency^ com¬ 
pared to the currency of other countries □ 
Recent developments have strengthened the 
pound against the dollar. 
o vi -1. [body, muscle] to become more 
physically powerful. -2. [economy, sales, in¬ 

dustry] to improve. -3. [resolve, opposition, dis¬ 

like] to become stronger. -4. [friendship, bond, 

ties] to improve because the different people 
or groups involved feel closer to each other. 
-5. [pound, franc, currency] to increase in value 
compared to the currency of other countries, 

strenuous ['strenjuas] adj [exercise, activity, task] 

that requires a lot of physical effort or ener¬ 
gy □ Avoid doing anything too strenuous over the 
next few weeks. 

stress [stres] o n -1. [on a person] the pres¬ 
sure and anxiety caused by one’s job, daily 
life etc □ ways of dealing with stress □ the 
stresses and strains of city life. ■ to be under 
stress to suffer from stress because of one’s 
job, life etc □ He's under a lot of stress at work. 
-2. [on a particular fact, idea] the special atten¬ 
tion which is given to something in order to 
show that it is important □ The stress has al¬ 
ways been on productivity. -3. technology the 
physical pressure that is placed on an object 
□ An error had been made when calculating the 
stress on the beam. -4. linguistics the extra 
emphasis put on a particular word or sylla¬ 
ble when it is pronounced □ The stress is al¬ 
ways on the final syllable. 

^ vt -1. [importance, value] to emphasize 
<sthg> □ / cannot stress enough the need for 
discretion. -2. linguistics [word, syllable] to em¬ 
phasize <sthg> when one pronounces it. 

stressed(-out) [,strest-] adj [person] who is 
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suffering from stress and unable to relax □ 
Louise walked into our office, looking extremely 
stressed. 

stressful f'stresfl] adj [job, lifestyle, dayl that 
causes or involves a lot of stress □ / find trav¬ 
eling very stressful. 

stretch [stretf] o n -1. [of a road, river] an area 
of land or water, usually one which is nar¬ 
row and flat □ a new stretch of highway. -2. [of 

time] a period of time □ / did a stretch as a 
door-to-door salesman. -3. phrase by no stretch 

of the imagination a phrase used to empha¬ 
size that one thinks that something is im¬ 
possible or untrue □ You could not, by any 
stretch of the imagination, call him handsome, 

o vt -1. [item of clothing, elastic, shoes] to 
make <sthg> longer or wider by pulling dif¬ 
ferent parts of it in opposite directions □ I've 
stretched my T-shirt by washing it too much. 
-2. [rope, cable, fabric] to pull <sthg> so that 
it becomes tight, often in order to cover a 
wider area □ They stretched a rope between 
two trees. -3. [arms, hand, wings] to straighten 
<a part of one’s body> to its full length in 
order to cover, reach etc something, or to 
make the muscles feel better □ He yawned 
and stretched his legs out in front of him. 
-4. [rules, meaning, patience] to make <sthg> 
go beyond its usual accepted limits □ They 
have stretched their authority too far. -5. [budget, 

resources] to use so much of <sthg> that 
there is barely enough left □ My first few 
weeks at college stretched my income to the lim¬ 
it. -6. [person] to present <sb> with chal¬ 
lenges and opportunities to use all their abil¬ 
ities □ / want a job that will really stretch me. 

o vi -1. to stretch into/over etc to cover a 
particular area or period of time □ The confer¬ 
ence stretched over three days. ■ to stretch 

from...to... to cover a particular distance 
from...to... □ The line of people stretched from 
the bakery to the comer. -2. [person, animal] to 
straighten the body in order to relax the 
muscles; to straighten a particular part of 
the body in order to reach for something □ 
He stood up and stretched. □ She stretched up to 
look over the fence. -3. [material, elastic] to be¬ 
come longer or wider when pulled, 

o adj [cotton, fabric] that can be stretched □ a 

pair of jeans made in stretch cotton fabric. 

♦ at a stretch adv [work, walk] without stop¬ 
ping □ I can only type for two hours at a stretch. 
□ He would sit at his desk doing nothing for hours 
at a stretch. 

♦ stretch out o vt sep to stretch sthg out 
[hand, foot, arm] to hold sthg out straight □ 
She stretched out her hand to me. o vi to lie 
down with one’s legs and body in a straight 
line □ / stretched out on the bed. 

stretcher ['stretJV] n two long parallel poles 
with fabric stretched between them, used 
for carrying an injured person □ The casual¬ 
ties were carried away on stretchers. 

stretchmarks ['stretfma:rks] npl small lines 
like scars that are found on somebody’s skin 
and are caused by the skin being stretched, 
especially after pregnancy. 

Stretchy [’stretfi] (compar stretchier, super! 

stretchiest) adj [fabric, material] that stretches 
easily. 

strew [stru:] (pp strewn [stru:n] or strewed) vt 
*1. to strew sthg on or over sthg to spread 
sthg on or over sthg in a messy way □ 
Clothes were strewn all over the floor. -2. to be 
strewn with sthg to have sthg scattered over 
it □ The hall was strewn with children's toys. 

stricken ['strikan] adj to be stricken by or with 
sthg [with grief, horror, illness] to be very badly 
affected by sthg □ Red Cross aid workers are 
trying to reach the stricken area. □ Her father sat 
there, stricken with grief. 

strict [strikt] adj -1. [parent, boss, teacher] who 
is severe and does not accept bad behavior 
□ He's very strict with the children. □ a strict 
upbringing/education. -2. a strict ruie/order etc 
a rule/order etc that must be obeyed □ / gave 
you strict instructions not to open the door to any¬ 
body. □ They have very strict rules about what 
you can and can't do. -3. a strict Catholic some¬ 
body who follows Catholic beliefs very 
closely □ She's a strict vegetarian. -4. [in¬ 
terpretation, meaning] that is exact and correct 
□ It is not a metaphor in the strictest sense of the 
word. 

strictly ['striktli] adv -1. a word used to em¬ 
phasize that something must be obeyed or 
respected □ strictly confidential □ / strictly forbid 
you to mention this to him. □ 'Smoking strictly 
forbidden' o This is strictly between you and me. 
-2. [true, wrong, interpreted] exactly □ It's not 
strictly legal. □ Well, that's not strictly true, a 
strictly speaking a phrase used to correct a 
piece of information or to give precise de¬ 
tails of it □ Strictly speaking, I shouldn't be here. 
-3. [educate] see strict o They were brought up 
very strictly. 

Stride [straid] (pt strode, pp stridden fstridn]) 
On a long step forward □ In one stride he 
was at her side. □ He took several strides toward 
them, a to take sthg in one's stride [problem, 
difficulties] to deal calmly and easily with 
sthg that one did not expect □ It was chaos 
today, but Martin took it all in his stride, o vi to 
walk with long steps □ She strode over to him. 

♦ strides npl -1. to make great strides to make 
a lot of progress □ Jay has been making great 
strides in his music lessons. -2. AUS trousers 
(informal use). 

strident [’straidnt] adj -1. [voice, sound] that 
sounds loud and unpleasant □ He could hear 
Hawthorne's strident voice rising above the oth¬ 
ers'. -2. [demand, opinion] that is very loudly 
or strongly expressed □ the strident demands 
of militant feminists. 

strife [straif] ti trouble and disagreement be¬ 
tween two people or groups of people (for¬ 
mal use). 

Strike [straik] (pt & pp struck) o n -1. an or¬ 
ganized protest by a group of people in 
which they refuse to work because of low 
pay, bad working conditions etc □ a pay/ 
teachers' strike □ a strike over pay and conditions 
□ strike action □ The unions have called a general 
strike. a to be (out) on strike to be carrying 
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out a strike. ■ to go on strike to begin a 
strike □ Air traffic controllers are threatening to 
go on strike. -2. a refusal to do something as 
a form of protest □ a rent strike. -3. military 
an attack, especially by air □ an air strike. 
-4. the discovery of something, especially in 
the ground □ an oil/a gold strike, 

o vt -1. (person) to deliberately hit <a per¬ 
son, object, or animal>, especially with 
one’s hand; [vehicle] to accidentally hit <a 
person, object, or animal> with force □ He 
struck her across the face. □ The car struck a tree 
and overturned. -2. [hurricane, disaster, illness] to 
suddenly affect or damage <a person, place, 
or object> □ The church was struck by lightning. 
-3. [thought, idea] to come into the mind of 
<sb> suddenly □ The thought had never struck 
her before. □ It strikes me he doesn't know what 
he wants. -4. to strike sb as... to seem to sb 
to have a particular quality □ He strikes me as 
(being) very capable. ■ to be struck by or with 
sthg [by somebody's beauty, words, kindness] to 
be strongly affected by sthg □ / was much 
struck by how little Aunt Agatha had changed 
over the years. □ He was immediately struck by 
the similarities between the two designs. -5. to 
strike a bargain/deal to agree to a bargain/ 
deal with somebody □ The two sides finally 
struck a deal over pay and conditions. ■ to strike 
a balance to find a position between two ex¬ 
tremes □ You have to strike a balance between 
quality and speed, m to strike a serious/happy/ 
cautious etc note to produce a serious/hap¬ 
py/cautious etc feeling □ His words struck a 
pessimistic note. -6. to strike a match to light 
a match. -7. [oil, gold] to discover <sthg>, es¬ 
pecially by drilling into the ground □ They 
struck oil while drilling in the Sahara desert. 
-8. [clock] to chime a particular number of 
times to show <the time> □ The clock struck 
midnight. -9. to be struck blind/dumb to sud¬ 
denly become blind/unable to speak. ■ to 
strike fear or terror into sb to cause sb to be 
afraid of something □ The sight of the bombers 
struck fear into the hearts of the villagers. 
-10. phrases to strike (it) lucky to have a piece 
of good fortune □ You never know, we might 
strike it lucky and meet some gorgeous men. • 
to strike it rich to suddenly become very 
rich. 

o vi -1. [workers, union] to carry out a strike □ 
They're striking for more pay. -2. to strike 

against sthg [vehicle] to accidentally hit sthg 
with force □ The boat struck against the rocks 
and started to fill with water. -3. [hurricane, disas¬ 
ter, illness] to suddenly affect or damage a 
person, place, or object □ Disaster struck when 
a storm destroyed the entire banana crop. -4. 
[person, animal) to attack a person or animal 
suddenly □ The killer struck at night. -5. [clock] 
to chime a particular number of times □ Mid¬ 
night had already struck. 

♦ strike back vi to attack the person, group 
etc that has attacked one □ He had been 
taught never to strike back. 

♦ strike down vt sep> to strike sb down to se¬ 
riously harm or kill sb □ She was struck down 
in her thirties by multiple sclerosis. 

♦ strike off vt sep to be struck off GB [doctor, 
lawyer] to have one's name removed from an 
official list so that one can no longer prac¬ 
tice one’s profession, usually because of un¬ 
professional behavior. 

♦ strike out o vt sep to strike sthg out [name, 
word] to remove sthg by drawing a fine 
through it □ He struck out Lime's name and 
wrote in his own. o vi -1. to start moving in a 
particular direction with determination □ 
They struck out across the moors, heading north. 
-2. to do something different, often so that 
one can be on one’s own □ She's struck out 
on her own and started a business. 

♦ strike up o vt fus -1. to strike up a conver¬ 
sation/friendship to start a conversation/ 
friendship □ Tim tried to strike up a conversation 
with the girl sitting opposite him. -2. to strike up 
a tune to begin to play a tune o The band 
struck up a lively polka, o vi [musicians, orches¬ 
tra] They waited for the band to strike up. 

strikebound [’straikbaund] adj [industry, country] 
that is prevented from carrying on as nor¬ 
mal because of a strike. 

strikebreaker ['straikbreikal n a person who 
continues to work at a place while the other 
workers are on strike. 

strike pay n money paid to striking workers 
by their labor union. 

striker ['straikarl n -1. a person who is on 
strike. -2. sport in soccer, a player whose 
job is to attack and score goals. 

Striking ['straikig] adj -1. [appearance, differ¬ 
ence] that is very noticeable or unusual □ / 
noticed a striking similarity between the two 
brothers. -2. [person] that looks very attractive 
□ She has a very striking face. -3. phrase within 
striking distance very close □ From the hotel, 
the beach is within striking distance. □ They came 
within striking distance of finding a solution. 

string [strig] (pt & pp strung) « -1. very thin 
rope made of several threads twisted togeth¬ 
er and used for tying objects together; a 
piece of this □ a piece of string □ a string bag/ 
vest, m (with) no strings attached without any 
other hidden conditions □ He's given me his 
car — for free, no strings attached. ■ to pull 
strings to use one’s influence to get what 
one wants for oneself or for somebody else 
□ Get your uncle George to pull a few strings for 
you at the newspaper. -2. a string of beads/ 
onions etc a number of beads/onions etc 
joined together on a thread □ She wore a sin¬ 
gle string of pearls around her neck. -3. [of peo¬ 
ple, events] a number of people or events 
that come one after the other; a large num¬ 
ber of similar things □ a string of visitors/phone 
calls/incidents □ She owns a string of racehorses. 
-4. [of a musical instrument] any of the thin 
pieces of nylon, wire, or other material 
stretched across a guitar, violin etc that can 
be made to produce sound, e.g. by plucking. 

♦ strings npl music the strings the group of 
musicians in an orchestra who play instru¬ 
ments that have strings. 

♦ string along vt sep to string sb along to en¬ 
courage sb to believe something that is not 
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true (informal use) □ String them along for a 
while, and only tell them if you have to. 

♦ string out vt fus to be strung out to be 
spread out in a line □ A few supporters were 
strung out along the route. 

♦ string together vt sep to string words/ 
sentences together to put words/sentences 
together to make sense □ He was so drunk he 
could barely string two words together! 

♦ string up vt sep to string sb up to kill sb by 
hanging them (informal use). 

string bean n a long, thin, green bean. 

stringed instrument [.stripd-] n a musical in¬ 
strument, e.g. a violin, that has strings. 

stringent ['strind33nt] adj [law, conditions, meas¬ 
ure] that is severe and strictly controlled □ 
Stringent conditions were imposed on candidates 
wishing to enter the competition. 

string quartet n a group of four musicians 
who play two violins, a viola, and a cello 
together; a piece of music written for this 
group. 

stringy ['strirji] (compar stringier, superl stringi¬ 
est) adj [beans, meat] containing fibers that 
are difficult and unpleasant to eat. 

strip [strip] (pt 8t pp stripped, com stripping) 
On-1. a long narrow piece of paper, fabric 
etc □ She tore off a strip of paper. -2. a narrow 
area of land, water, forest etc □ a narrow strip 
of forest. -3. GB sport the clothes worn by a 
particular team. 
o vf -1. to undress <sb>, especially against 
their will □ He was stripped and searched. 
-2. [paint, wallpaper, leaves] to remove <sthg> 
from an object or surface □ / spent the after¬ 
noon stripping wallpaper in the hall. -3. [wall, 
tree] to remove part or all of a layer that co¬ 
vers <sthg> □ We've stripped all the walls in the 
kitchen. -4. to strip sb of sthg [of rights, a title, 
medal] to take sthg from sb against their will 
□ We were stripped of all our belongings. 
o vi to undress □ He stripped to the waist. 

♦ strip off o vt sep to strip sthg off [clothes, 
shirt, trousers] to take sthg off quickly □ He 
stripped off his shirt and jumped into the lake. 
o vi to quickly take off one’s clothes □ She 
stripped off and ran into the sea. 

strip cartoon n GB a series of drawings that 
tell a story, usually a humorous one. 

Stripe [straip] n -1. a long narrow band of col¬ 
or, especially one that is part of a design, 
pattern, or decoration □ / like wallpaper with 
stripes. -2. a band of material on a uniform 
that indicates a person’s rank. 

striped [straipt] adj that has stripes of differ¬ 
ent colors □ a black and white striped sweater. 

strip lighting n lighting that consists of long 
fluorescent tubes and not light bulbs. 

stripper ['stnpar] n -1. a person, usually a 
woman, whose job involves performing a 
striptease □ a male stripper. -2. a tool or liquid 
for removing paint, wallpaper, varnish etc 
from a surface □ a wallpaper/wood stripper. 

strip-search o « the action of stripping a 
prisoner or suspect and searching them 

_strong 

when they are naked, o vt [prisoner, suspect] 
to give <sb> a strip-search. 

strip show n a show on a stage that involves 
stripteases. 

striptease ['striptfiz] « a performance to mu¬ 
sic, usually by a woman, in which she 
dances and takes off her clothes in a sexy 
way in front of an audience. 

Stripy ['straipi] (compar stripier, superl stripiest) 
adj = striped □ a stripy T-shirt. 

strive [straiv] (jrt strove, pp striven ['strivn]) vi 
to strive for sthg [for equality, independence] to 
try very hard to have sthg □ The company 
was continually striving for greater productivity. ■ 
to strive to do sthg to try very hard to do 
sthg □ She strove to give the impression that it 
was all very easy. 

strobe (light) ['stroub-] n a bright light, often 
used in discos, that flashes on and off very 
quickly. 

Strode [stroud] past tense of stride, 

stroke [strouk] o n -1. medicine damage to the 
brain caused by a blood clot or burst blood 
vessel that leads to death or the inability to 
move certain parts of the body □ My father 
had a stroke last year. -2. [of a pen, brush] a sin¬ 
gle movement made by a brush or pen 
when painting or writing; the mark made by 
this movement □ a brush stroke. -3. [of one's 
hand] the act of passing one’s hand slowly 
and gendy over the surface of something □ 
She gave the cat a stroke. -4. [in swimming] a 
movement that one makes with one’s arms 
when swimming and that one repeats in or¬ 
der to move through the water; a style of 
swimming using particular arm and leg 
movements □ Try taking longer strokes, a the 
butterfly stroke. -5. [in rowing] a movement in 
rowing in which one moves the oars for¬ 
ward and back repeatedly in order to move 
forward □ He rowed with long smooth strokes. 
-6. [in tennis, golf] the act of hitting a ball. 
-7. [of a clock] the action or sound made by a 
clock when it strikes □ At the third stroke it 
will be nine o'clock precisely. -8. phrases a 
stroke of genius a sudden, very clever idea □ 
It was a stroke of genius telling father we were 
going fishingl ■ a stroke of luck a piece of 
good luck □ What a stroke of luck my meeting 
you here! ■ not to do a stroke of work not to 
do any work □ That boy hasn't done a stroke of 
work all day. 
o vt to give <a dog, sb's hair> etc a stroke. 

♦ at a stroke adv with one action □ This could 
solve all my problems at a stroke. 

stroll [stroul] On a short relaxed walk □ We 
went for or took a stroll, o vi to walk in a re¬ 
laxed way, usually for pleasure, 

stroller ['stroubr] n US a small chair on wheels 
in which a baby or small child can sit in or¬ 
der to be moved around, 

strong [stropl o adj -1. [person, muscles] that is 
physically powerful; [voice! that sounds loud 
and confident □ Are you strong enough to lift 
this? -2. [person, character] that seems confi¬ 
dent and not easily influenced by other peo¬ 
ple, or by unpleasant situations □ She has a 
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very strong personality. -3. [stick, material, shelf] 
that is solid and not easily broken and can 
hold a lot of weight □ You should be able to 
stand on it — it's quite strong. -4. [feeling, smell, 
wind! that is powerful in degree or intensity; 
[objection, support, denial] that is expressed in 
a very definite way □ / have a strong feeling 
that Andy is going to be late. □ There's a strong 
smell of paint in here. □ Sandy has very strong 
objections to that kind of thing. □ This kind of 
problem requires strong measures. -5. [argument, 
evidence] that is likely to convince people □ / 
admit that the case against me is very strong. 
-6. [political party, leader] who is important 
and influential □ What we need is a strong 
leader at the head of a strong party. -7. 50/100 
etc strong consisting of 50/100 etc people □ 
a crowd of demonstrators, 100 strong □ the 20- 
strong committee. -8. [candidate, team) that is 
very able and likely to be successful in a 
particular field or activity □ He is strong in lan¬ 
guages. □ Toksvig is a strong candidate for the 
presidency. ■ a strong point a particular qual¬ 
ity or ability that somebody has and that is 
very useful □ Tact is not one of his strong 
points. -9. [person] who is feeling healthy, es¬ 
pecially after a period of illness; [baby, heart] 
that is healthy and not likely to develop an 
illness easily □ Once you're feeling stronger 
we'll go out. □ His health has never been strong. 
-10. [bond, friendship] firm and likely to last a 
long time □ The ties that bound our family to¬ 
gether were strong indeed. -11. [economy, indus¬ 
try] that is financially successful □ Taiwan, for 
example, has a strong and expanding economy. 
-12. finance [currency] that is in a favorable 
position in relation to other currencies □ The 
pound was strong against the dollar in early trad¬ 
ing. -13. [alcoholic drink, tea] that has a power¬ 
ful taste, effect etc □ Be careful how many of 
those pills you take — they're very strong, 

o adv to be still going strong [celebrity, group] 
to continue to be popular and successful af¬ 
ter many years; [machine, car, old person! to 
be still healthy or working well despite be¬ 
ing old □ He must be over 80 by now and he's 
still going strong. 

strongarm ['strt>ga:rm] adj strongarm tactics 
tactics that use threats or force, often un¬ 
necessarily. 

strongbox ['strorjboks] n a box in which valu¬ 
ables can be locked to keep them safe. 

stronghold ['straghoold] n a place where a 
particular belief or attitude is still popular □ 
a stronghold of communism. 

strong language n vulgar and offensive lan¬ 
guage. 

strongly ['strogli] adv [object, deny, smell] see 
strong □ The scenery was strongly reminiscent of 
Scotland. □ It s an issue that he feels strongly 
about. □ He was strongly advised to reconsider. 

strong-minded [-'maindsd] adj [person] who is 
not easily influenced by other people’s atti¬ 
tudes and opinions. 

strong room n a room in a bank that has 
very strong walls and where valuables can 
be locked to keep them safe. 

strong-willed [-’wild] adj [person] who is de¬ 
termined to do something, or to behave in a 
particular way, despite other people’s advice 
or disapproved. 

strove [strouv] past tense of strive. 

struck [strAk] past tense past participle of 
strike. 

structural ['strAktJral] adj [survey, damage, prob¬ 
lem] that is connected to the structure of 
something □ Let's see if there's any structural 
damage to the building. 

structurally ['strAktfrali] adv: see structural □ 
The house seems structurally sound. 

structure ['strAktj3r] o « -1. [of molecules, a 
book, the economy] the way in which some¬ 
thing is built, arranged, or organized so that 
its parts relate to each other □ We must re¬ 
examine the structure of our government. -2. (ob¬ 
ject] something that has been built or con¬ 
structed □ a large metal structure, o vt [society, 
economy, book] to organize <sthg> in a par¬ 
ticular way □ His argument was not very well 
structured. 

struggle f'strAgl] o n -1. a great effort to do 
or achieve something that is difficult □ At 
last the struggle for independence was over. □ It 
was a struggle to convince him. -2. [to escape 

someone] a fight with somebody who is try¬ 
ing to hold or attack one □ They gave them¬ 
selves up without a struggle. -3. [to keep some¬ 

thing] a fight, especially one in which at least 
one of the participants is trying to get or 
keep something □ The thieves gave up the 
money after a brief struggle, 

o vi -1. to try to do something that involves 
a great effort □ They're struggling to keep up 
with their mortgage payments. -2. [somebody 

who is being attacked] to fight and try to es¬ 
cape from somebody who is holding or at¬ 
tacking one □ She struggled to free herself from 
his grip. -3. [two people] to fight in order to 
get or keep something □ They struggled with 
each other for the gun. -4. [somebody who is 

weak or ill] to move with difficulty □ He strug¬ 
gled to his feet/up the stairs. 

♦ struggle on vi to continue trying to do 
something that is difficult □ / struggled on 
with the monthly accounts. 

struggling ['strAglig] adj [writer, business] that 
is having difficulties, often because of a lack 
of money. 

strum [strAm] {pt & pp strummed, cont strum¬ 
ming) o vt to play <a stringed instrument, 
especially a guitar>, by moving one’s fingers 
quickly across all the strings, o vi: In the cor¬ 
ner, Mary was strumming on her guitar. 

strung [strAg] past tense & past participle of 
string. 

strut [strAt] (pt & pp strutted, cont strutting) 
o vi to walk proudly with one’s head held 
high, showing that one thinks one is impor¬ 
tant. o n construction & aviation a long 
narrow piece of wood or metal that is used 
to strengthen or support part of a building 
or aircraft. 

Strychnine [US 'striknain, GB -ni:n] n a poison- 
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ous drug that is used in very small amounts 
in some medicines. 

Stuart ['st-iuiai], Charles Edward = Bonnie 
Prince Charlie. 

Stuart, Mary = Mary Queen of Scots. 

Stub [stAb] (pt & pp stubbed, cont stubbing) 
on-1. a short piece of something, especial¬ 
ly a cigarette or pencil, that is left when the 
rest has been used up. -2. the part of a tick¬ 
et or check that one keeps as a record after 
one has tom off and used the main part of 
it. o vt to stub one's toe to hit one’s toe ac¬ 
cidentally against a hard surface. 

♦ stub out vt sep to stub a cigarette out to 
stop a cigarette burning by pressing the end 
against something hard □ He stubbed his ciga¬ 
rette out on the floor. 

stubble [’stAbl] n -1. the short stalks left in a 
field after a cereal crop has been harvested □ 
a field of stubble. -2. the short stiff hairs on a 
man’s face when he has not shaved recently 
□ a three-day growth of stubble. 

stubborn ['stAb3rn] adj -1. [person, action, be¬ 

havior] that is very determined, often in an 
unreasonable way o He's extremely stubborn 
and won't listen to reason. -2. [stain, lock, acne] 

that is very difficult to remove, treat, or deal 
with □ For really stubborn dirt, pour some liquid 
directly onto the fabric. 

stubbornly [’stAbatili] adv [refuse, wait, declare] 

in a way that makes it clear that one’s mind 
will not be changed by somebody else □ The 
man stubbornly refused to believe that the sena¬ 
tor was not at home. 

Stubbs [stAbz], George (1724-1806) a British 
artist, famous for his paintings of horses. 

Stubby [’stAbi] (compar stubbier, superl stubbi¬ 
est) adj [fingers, pencil] that looks short and 
thick. 

Stucco ['stAkou] n a type of plaster used for 
covering and decorating walls and ceilings. 

stuck [stAk] o past tense 62 past participle of 
stick. 
o adj -1. to be stuck [window, lid, key] to be 
tightly fixed in a particular position and im¬ 
possible to move □ The door's stuck. □ She got 
her finger stuck in the hole. -2. to be stuck to 
be unable to continue to do something that 
has been attempted or started because it is 
too difficult □ He was stuck for an answer to 
that last question. □ If you get stuck, come and 
find me. □ I'm stuck on this last question. -3. to 
be stuck to be unable to leave a particular 
place or situation □ We missed the last flight 
and got stuck in Montreal, □ Sorry I'm late — / 
got stuck in traffic. 

Stuck-up adj [person] who is proud, unfriend¬ 
ly, and thinks that they are more important 
than other people (informal and disapproving 

use). 

stud [stAd] n -1. [as decoration] a small shiny 
piece of metal used as a decoration on 
something □ a jacket with studs. -2. [as jewelry] 

a veiy small earring that does not hang be¬ 
low the ear. -3. [for horses] a place where 
male animals, especially horses, are kept for 

breeding. ■ to be put out to stud [horse] to be 
put in a stud for breeding. -4. GB one of a 
number of small pieces of metal on the sole 
of a sports boot that stop it from slipping on 
the ground. 

studded ['stAdod] adj [jacket, bracelet] that is 
decorated with a lot of small shiny pieces of 
metal, jewels etc □ The sky was studded with 
stars. 

student ['st-iuidnt] n -1. a person who is 
studying at a school, college, or university □ 
a physics student □ a student nurse/teacher □ 
student life/politics/humor. -2. a person who 
studies a particular subject out of interest □ 
a student of philosophy. 

student loan n a loan of money with a low 
rate of interest that is offered by a bank to a 
student. 

student(s') union « -1. the organization at a 
college or university that arranges activities, 
provides welfare services, and represents 
students’ political views and demands. -2. a 
building where students can meet socially. 

stud farm n a place where male animals, es¬ 
pecially horses, are kept for breeding. 

studied fstAdad] adj [answer, smile, seriousness] 

that is carefully planned or considered, and 
so not spontaneous or sincere □ She smiled 
with studied indifference. 

Studio ['st-iuidiou] (pi studios) n -1. the place 
where an artist works □ We visited Moore's 
studio. -2. cinema, radio, & tv the place 
where a movie, program, or piece of music 
is made □ The entire album was recorded in the 
studio. 

studio apartment us, studio flat gb n an 
apartment that consists of one main room 
for living and sleeping in. 

studio audience n an audience in a studio, 
whose applause, laughter etc is heard on the 
program being recorded. 

studio flat n GB = studio apartment. 

studious [’stiuidjas] adj [person] who is quiet 
and spends a lot of time studying and read¬ 
ing books □ a quiet, studious girl. 

studiously ['stiuidjssii] adv carefully and de¬ 
liberately □ He studiously ignored the large card 
she placed in front of him. 

study fstAdi] (pt & pp studied, pi studies) o vt 
-1. [chemistry, German, music] to learn about 
<sthg>, especially at school, college, or uni¬ 
versity □ / studied Latin for four years and can't 
remember anything. -2. [drawing, face, report] to 
examine <sthg> closely in order to learn 
something from it □ Jorge sat studying the let¬ 
ter closely. 
o vi to spend time learning about a subject 
by following a course, reading etc □ / must 
go to my room and study. □ She's been studying 

all day. 
on-1. the act of studying □ She does three 
hours of study each evening. -2. [on a subject] a 
particular piece of research □ a study into the 
causes of blood diseases. -3. [for reading, writing] 

a room in a house used for reading, writing, 
and studying □ Father keeps all his books in his 
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study. -4. [by an artist] a piece of work done 
by an artist or photographer to prepare for a 
larger work □ a study of women bathing. 

♦ studies npl subjects that are studied at 
school, university etc □ How are your studies 
going? 

Stuff [stAf] o n (informal use) -1. [content] a 
word used to refer in a general way to the 
content of a book, television program etc □ 
There's some interesting stuff in this article. ■ to 
know one’s stuff to know a lot about a par¬ 
ticular subject □ When it comes to computers 
she really knows her stuff. -2. [substance] any 
material or substance □ What's this sticky stuff 
in the saucepan? □ Whiskey? I never touch the 
stuff. -3. [things] a collection of things □ 
Where did you get all this stuff? -4. [belongings] 

things that belong to one □ Hold on, I haven't 
got my stuff out of the car yet! 
o vt -1. [papers, money, clothes] to push 
<sthg> into a place quickly and roughly □ 
He stuffed his hands into his pockets. -2. [pillow, 

suitcase] to fill <sthg> with material, a sub¬ 
stance etc □ We stuffed the bags with candy. 
-3. to stuff oneself to eat a lot (informal use). 
-4. [tomatoes, turkey, ravioli] to fill <sthg> with 
a specially prepared mixture of food before 
cooking □ She stuffed the chicken with sage and 
onion. 

stuffed [stAft] adj -1. to be stuffed with sthg to 
be filled with sthg □ The attic was stuffed with 
old clothes and furniture. -2. to be stuffed to be 
full of food (informal use). -3. [tomato, egg¬ 
plant] that is filled with a mixture of food □ 
We had stuffed peppers for dinner. -4. [parrot, 
dog, fish] that has had its insides removed 
and the body filled with special material so 
that it can be preserved and displayed □ His 
study was full of stuffed animals. 

stuffing ['stAfig] « material or food used to 
stuff something □ a sofa with the stuffing com¬ 
ing out of it □ chestnut stuffing. 

stuffy ['stAfi] (compar stuffier, superl stuffiest) 
adj -1. [room, atmosphere] that feels too warm 
and needs fresh air in it □ It's stuffy in here — 
do you mind if I open the window? -2. [person, 
club] that seems very formal and old- 
fashioned □ a room full of stuffy old professors. 

stumble ['stAmbl] vi -1. to hit one’s foot on 
something while walking or running, and al¬ 
most fall □ He stumbled and fell. -2. to hesi¬ 
tate or make a mistake while reading aloud 
or speaking □ Alice read the poem aloud, stum¬ 
bling over the longer words. 

♦ stumble across, stumble on vt fus to 
stumble across or on sb/sthg [person, shop, in¬ 
formation] to discover sb/sthg by chance □ / 
stumbled across this marvelous little cafe. 

stumbling block ['stAmbhg-] « something that 
stops something happening or developing □ 
There's only one stumbling block: your mother. 

stump [stAmp] o n [of a tree, arm, tooth] the 
small part of something that is left when 
the rest has been removed □ a tree stump. 
O vt to leave <sb> unable to reply or find a 
solution □ I'm completely stumped, o vi to 
walk heavily □ He stumped up the stairs. 

♦ stumps npl in cricket, the three wooden 
poles stuck vertically in the ground that the 
bowler tries to hit with the ball. 

♦ stump up vf fus to stump up a sum of mon¬ 
ey GB to pay a sum of money unwillingly 
(informal use) □ George finally stumped up £50 
for the bill. 

stun [stAn] (ft & pp stunned, cont stunning) vt 
-1. to knock <a person or animal> uncon¬ 
scious □ He stunned the rabbit with a sharp 
blow. -2. to shock or surprise <sb> □ Her arri¬ 
val stunned journalists. 

stung [stAg] past tense d? past participle of sting. 

Stunk [stAgk] past tense <H past participle of 
stink. 

stunned [stAnd] adj that appears very shocked 
or surprised □ He came in with a stunned look 
on his face. 

stunning ['stAmg] adj [outfit, person, scenery] 

that is very beautiful or impressive □ You 
look stunning in that dress. 

Stunt [stAnt] o n -1. something that is done to 
attract publicity and attention □ It's just a 
stunt to get publicity for their new production. 
-2. a daring and dangerous piece of action in 
a movie □ She does stunts for a living, o vt 
Igrowth, development] to prevent <sthg> from 
happening as it should. 

stunted ['stAntad] adj [tree, plant] that has been 
prevented from growing properly o stunted 
growth. 

stunt man n a man who performs dangerous 
stunts in place of an actor in a movie, so 
that the actor does not get injured. 

stunt woman tt a woman who performs dan¬ 
gerous stunts in place of an actress in a 
movie, so that the actress does not get in¬ 
jured. 

stupefy ['stiuipafai] (pt & pp stupefied) vt -1. to 
make <sb> feel unable to think clearly □ He 
sat slouched in his chair, stupefied with boredom. 
-2. to surprise <sb> very much □ We were 
stupefied by the news. 

stupendous [sthn'pendas] adj -1. [time, concert, 

piece of news] that one finds very good, im¬ 
pressive etc (informal use). -2. [height, noise, ef¬ 

fort] that is surprisingly great. 

stupid [‘stJ'uipad] adj -1. [idea, person, question] 

that does not show any or much intelli¬ 
gence □ He's not as stupid as he pretends to be. 
□ What a stupid thing to say! □ It was all a stupid 
mistake. -2. a word that one uses about 
something to show that one is annoyed 
with it (informal use) □ / can't get the stupid car 
to start! 

stupidity [stJui'pidati] n: see stupid □ It would be 
sheer stupidity to attempt the climb in such appal¬ 
ling weather conditions. 

stupidly ['sbuipadli] adv [say, forget, behave] see 
stupid □ / stupidly left my keys in the car. 

Stupor ['stiu:par] n the state of being almost 
unconscious and therefore unable to behave 
in a normal way □ By the time we arrived, they 
were in a drunken stupor. 

Sturdy ['st3:rdi] (compar sturdier, superl sturdi¬ 
est) adj [person, furniture, platform] that is 
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strong and not easily knocked over, injured, 
or damaged □ a sturdy little horse. 

Sturgeon ['st3:rd3an] (pi sturgeon) n a large 
fish that lives in northern seas and from 
which caviar is obtained. 

Stutter ['stAtor] o n a problem with speaking 
that causes somebody to have difficulty in 
saying the first letter of a word, often result¬ 
ing in the repetition of the sound a He has a 
stutter, o vi to speak with a stutter. 

St Valentine's Day [us ,seint-, gb .sant ] n = 
Valentine's Day. 

sty [stai] (pi sties) n an enclosed area on a 
farm where pigs are kept. 

stye [stai] n an infection at the base of an 
eyelash that makes the eyelid red and swol¬ 
len. 

style [stail] o n -1. [of a writer, painter, politician] 
a way of doing something, often showing 
the attitude of a person, group, period in 
history etc □ In the style of Bach □ It's not my 
style to do that sort of thing. -2. [of a person, 
place, occasion] a confident, original, or el¬ 
egant appearance that people find impres¬ 
sive □ She has real style! -3. [of clothes, hair] 
the way that something such as a piece of 
clothing is designed; the way that hair is cut 
and shaped □ I'd prefer something in a classic 
style, o vt to cut and shape <hair> in a par¬ 
ticular style; to design <clothing or fumi- 
ture> in a particular style. 

-style suffix added to words to mean in a 
particular style □ French-style cooking □ a 
cottage-style decor. 

styling mousse ['stailiq-l n a white sticky 
foam that is put in the hair to help keep it 
in a particular style. 

stylish ['stailij] adj [clothing, person, hotel] that 
is elegant and impressive □ She's a stylish 
player. 

stylist ['staibst] « a person whose job is to 
style people’s hair. 

stylized, -ised ['stailaizd] adj [pattern, represen¬ 
tation, language] that is in a particular style 
instead of being realistic or natural □ The per¬ 
formance was very stylized. 

stylus ['stailas] (pi styluses) n -1. a device like 
a needle on a record-player that picks up 
the sound signals from a record. -2. com¬ 
puting the pointed instrument with which 
one can write directly on the screens of 
some computers. 

stymie [’staimi] vt to be stymied [person, plan] 
to be prevented from going ahead (informal 

use). 

Styrofoam™ ['stairafoum] n US a very light 
plastic material, often used to make packag¬ 
ing and containers. 

suave [swqiv] adj [person, behavior, expression] 
that is very well-mannered, polite, and 
charming, often in an insincere way. 

sub [sAb] n -1. SPORT abhr of substitute. -2. ahbr 
of submarine. -3. US a long thin sandwich. 
-4. abbr of subscription. 

subcommittee ['sAbkamiti] n a small commit¬ 
tee consisting of members from a larger 

committee who are chosen to deal with a 
particular matter in detail. 

subconscious [^Ab'knnjbs] o tt the subcon¬ 
scious the part of the mind that works with¬ 
out one’s awareness and that can influence 
one’s thoughts, feelings, and behavior, o adj 
[fear, knowledge] that is in the subconscious, 

subconsciously [.sAb'konfash] adv [feel, fear, 
know] see subconscious □ Subconsciously she 
resented his kindness to her. 

subcontinent bsAb'kontansnt] n a large area of 
land that is part of a continent and that con¬ 
tains a number of countries □ the Indian sub¬ 
continent. 

subcontract [.SAb'kDntraekt] vf [translation, plumb¬ 
ing, publicity work] to pay somebody else to do 
<a job one has been hired to do>. 

subculture ['sAbkAlt/3r] n the culture of a 
small group of people within a larger group 
that is different and not known by most 
people and that is often disapproved of □ the 
drug/hippie/youth subculture. 

subdivide [.SAbdi'vaid] vt [building, room, task] 
to divide <sthg> into several smaller parts, 

subdue [ssb'diu:] vf -1. [enemies, rioters, crowd] 
to bring <a group of people> under control, 
often using force. -2. [feelings, passions] to 
cause <sthg> to become less strong, 

subdued [sab'dJuid] adj -1. [person, animal, at¬ 
mosphere] that is quieter than usual, and so 
suggests that something is wrong □ Rachel 
seemed remarkably subdued this evening. -2. 
[light, lighting, color] that is soft and not bright 
in appearance □ a room painted in subdued 
grays and pinks. 

subeditor [,sAb'edatar] n a person whose job is 
to correct and improve written material be¬ 
fore it is printed. 

subheading ['sAbhediol « a heading that intro¬ 
duces each part of a piece of writing inside 
a chapter, section etc. 

subhuman [.sAb'hjuiman] adj [person, behavior, 

conditions] that is below the standards of 
what is expected of normal people, 

subject [«, adj, & prep 'sAbd3ekt, vf sab'd3ekt] 
o n -1. the person or thing that a book, 
movie, conversation etc deals with □ The 
subject for discussion today is... a I have no ideas 
on the subject. □ Do you mind if we drop this 
subject? □ Brian kept trying to change the sub¬ 
ject. -2. grammar a word used to refer to the 
person or thing doing the action of the main 
verb, e.g. “John” in the sentence “John was 
writing a letter.” -3. education an area of 
knowledge, e.g. history or physics, that is 
studied at school, college, or university □ 
What was your favorite subject at school? □ How 
many subjects do you study? -4. [in a country] a 
person who was bom in a particular coun¬ 
try, usually a monarchy, or a person who 
has the right to live there □ a British subject, 
o adj -1. a subject state/country etc a state/ 
country etc that is not independent but is 
governed by another state. -2. subject to 
sthg [to tax] affected by sthg; [to drought, asth¬ 
ma attacks, ill health] likely to be affected by 
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sthg □ The price is subject to a handling charge. 
□ l/Ve are all subject to the rule of law. □ The 
terms are subject to alteration without notice. □ 
Marion was often subject to migraine headaches, 
o vt -1. [rebels, provinces, army! to bring 
<people or a place> under firm control. -2. 
to subject sb/sthg to sthg to make sb/sthg 
experience sthg unpleasant □ He was subject¬ 
ed to four hours of interrogation. 

♦ subject to prep depending on <sthg> □ The 
review will go ahead subject to the approval of 
the chairman. 

subjection [S3b'd3ekfn] n [of rebels, provinces, 

an army] see subject. 

subjective [sab'd3ektiv] adj [opinion, judgment, 

statement] that is based on personal feelings 
rather than facts. □ / find his analysis entirely 
subjective. 

subjectively [ssb'dsektivli] adv [judge, state, 

speak] see subjective. 

subject matter n the person or thing that a 
book, movie, conversation etc deals with, 

sub judice [-'d3u:dasi] adj [matter, case] that is 
being considered in a court of law and is 
therefore not to be discussed publicly, e.g. 
in newspapers or on TV. 

subjugate [‘sAbd3ageit] vt -1. [tribe, country] to 
defeat and take control of <people or a 
place>. -2. [feelings, desires] to treat <sthg> 
as less important than something else, 

subjunctive [ssb'd3Ar)ktiv] n the subjunctive 
(mood) a verb form used in some languages 
to express hopes, wishes, or uncertainty, 

sublet [,SAb'let] (pt & pp sublet, cout subletting) 
vt [apartment, building, office] to rent to some¬ 
body else all or part of <a property that one 
rents from a landlords 

sublime [sa'blaim] adj [music, moment, feeling] 

that affects one deeply, e.g. because of its 
beauty, or spiritual or noble qualities □ a 

painting of sublime beauty. ■ from the sublime 
to the ridiculous a phrase used when some¬ 
thing serious and important is followed by 
something silly and unimportant, 

sublimely [sa'blaimli] adv sublimely unaware/ 
ignorant etc completely unaware/ignorant 
etc and not thinking about the effects of 
one's actions on other people, 

subliminal [.sAb'limsni] adj [advertising, effect, 

message] that affects the subconscious mind, 

submachine gun [.SAbma'/kn-] n a light ma¬ 
chine gun. 

submarine [,sAbm3'ri:n] n a ship that can trav¬ 
el below the sea’s surface as well as on top 
of it and that is used especially in war or for 
scientific exploration. 

submerge [S3b'm3:rd3] ° vt -1. to cause <sb/ 
sthg> to go under the surface of water □ The 
ship's remains were salvaged after lying sub¬ 
merged for over 400 years. -2. to submerge 
oneself in sthg to give all one’s attention to 
sthg □ After the divorce, Jonathan submerged 
himself increasingly in his work, o vi [person, ani¬ 

mal, object] to go under the surface of water, 

submission [sab'mijn] « -1. a state of com¬ 
plete obedience to somebody or something 

in which one shows no concern for one’s 
own wishes □ their attempts to bring the rebels 
to submission. -2. [of a request, paper, thesis] 

see submit □ October 2 is the last date for sub¬ 
mission of manuscripts. 

submissive [sab'misiv] adj [person, behavior, an¬ 

swer] that shows complete obedience and 
no concern for one’s own wishes. 

submit [sab'mit] (pt & pp submitted, cont sub¬ 
mitting) o vt [request, paper, thesis] to present 
<sthg> for somebody to think or make a 
decision about □ They submitted their recom¬ 
mendations to the board, o vi to show obedi¬ 
ence to a more important or powerful force 
□ They refused to submit to the enemy/demands. 

subnormal [.sAb'nodml] adj [person] who has a 
lower intelligence than is normal for a per¬ 
son of their age. 

subnotebook [.SAb'noutbok] n a small portable 
computer. 

subordinate [adj & n ss'boddanst, vf sa'bodd- 
sneit] o adj less important (formal use) □ He is 
subordinate in rank. □ Her role is subordinate to 
the vice-president's, o n [in an army, organiza¬ 

tion] a person who is of lower rank, 
o vt [wishes, ideal] to treat <sthg> as less im¬ 
portant than something else (formal use) □ 
They were ready to subordinate their personal de¬ 
sires and ambitions to the revolutionary cause. 

subordinate clause [sa.bovdsnat-] n in gram¬ 
mar, a group of words that add detail to the 
rest of the sentence but cannot stand on 
their own. 

subordination [ss.boitte'neijn] n [of a wish, 

ideal] see subordinate. 

subpoena [ss'pima] (pt & pp subpoenaed) o n 
a legal document ordering a person to at¬ 
tend a court of law and give evidence as a 
witness, o vf [witness] to send <sb> a sub¬ 
poena. 

sub-post office n GB a post office that is not 
completely owned by the government and 
does not offer the whole range of postal ser¬ 
vices. 

subroutine ['sAbru:ti:n] tt a part of a computer 
program that does a particular task and that 
can be used at any time during the running 
of the main program. 

Sub-Saharan Africa [us -sahaersn-, GB -hair-] 

the African countries south of Algeria, Li¬ 
beria, and Egypt. 

subscribe [ssb'skraib] vi -1. to subscribe to 
sthg [to a magazine, newspaper] to pay to re¬ 
ceive regular issues of sthg. -2. to subscribe 
to sthg [to a belief, view] to agree with sthg □ 
/ do not subscribe to that view at all. 

subscriber [s3b'skraib3r] n -1. [to a newspaper, 

magazine] a person who pays to receive regu¬ 
lar issues of a publication. -2. [to cable TV, the 

Internet] a person who pays regularly to re¬ 
ceive a particular service. -3. [to a charity, 

campaign] a person who regularly sends 
money to support an organization, club etc. 

subscription [sab'skripfn] n [to a magazine, char¬ 

ity, club] the act of paying money as a sub¬ 
scriber; a sum of money paid by a subscrib- 
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er □ / took out a subscription to "Elle" magazine. 
□ My annual subscription is due. 

subsection ['sAbsekJn] n one of a number of 
smaller sections into which a larger docu¬ 
ment is divided. 

subsequent ['sAbsikwant] adj (payment, recov¬ 

ery, complaint] that happens after something 
else □ Her illness and subsequent death left the 
family devastated. □ Subsequent events proved 
us to be wrong. 

subsequently ['sAbsikwanth] adv afterward □ 
They were subsequently found to have been tell¬ 
ing the truth. 

subservient [sab'sadvjant] adj -1. (person! who 
does what other people want without dis¬ 
agreeing or questioning in any way □ His 
manner was unpleasantly subservient. -2. to be 
subservient to sthg [to a need, aim, organization] 

to be less important than sthg □ Employees' 
individual needs must always be subservient to 
those of the country as a whole. 

subset [’sAbset] n math a set that is part of a 
larger set. 

subside [sab'said] vi -1. (anger, pain, grief] to be¬ 
come less intense □ Once the pain had subsid¬ 
ed.... -2. [noise, screams] to become quieter □ 
The shouting gradually subsided into silence. 
-3. [building, ground] to sink to a lower level □ 
Our house is subsiding into the river. 

subsidence [sab'saidns, 'sAbsidns] n [of a build¬ 

ing, the ground] see subside □ insurance claims 
for subsidence. 

subsidiarity [sabsidi'aerati] n the principle that 
all member states of the European Union 
have the right to carry out an agreed EU 
policy in their own way. 

subsidiary [US sab'sidieri, GB -iari] (pi subsidi¬ 
aries) o adj [matter, subject, problem] that is 
less important than something with which it 
is connected □ This problem is subsidiary to the 
wider concerns of the company, o n a subsidi¬ 
ary (company) a company that is part of a 
larger and more important company □ Mor¬ 
gans is a subsidiary of Denning Inc. 

subsidize, -ise [’sAbsadaiz] vt -1. [theater, public 

transport, housing] to pay for part of the cost 

of <sthg> in order to make it cheaper for 
the people who use it □ Our travel expenses 
are subsidized by the college. -2. [industry, agri¬ 

culture] to provide money in order to make it 
possible for <an activity> to continue □ / see 

little future for subsidized industry. 

subsidy ['sAbsadi] (pi subsidies) n money that 
is provided by a government or an official 
organization to subsidize something □ gov¬ 
ernment subsidies. 

subsist [sab'sist] vi to subsist on sthg to sur¬ 
vive with difficulty on sthg □ Morton subsist¬ 
ed on a diet of stale bread and soup. 

subsistence [sab'sistans] n the survival of a 
person on very little money or food, 

subsistence allowance n an amount of mon¬ 
ey given to somebody to pay for basic needs 
such as accommodation and food, 

subsistence farming n a method of farming 

where the farmer grows just enough crops 
for his or her own use. 

subsistence level ti the level at which sub¬ 
sistence is still possible □ They are living below 
the subsistence level. 

substance ['sAbstans] n -1. a particular type of 
material, gas, or liquid □ a radioactive/toxic 
substance. -2. [of an argument, speech] the 
main point of an argument, speech, book 
etc □ The main substance of his speech con¬ 
cerned the future of the steel industry. -3. im¬ 
portance or worth □ He said nothing of any 
substance. -4. [to a claim, allegation] truth □ 
There is no substance to these claims. 

substandard [,SAb'staendard] adj [quality, product] 

that is below the accepted standard. 

substantial [sab'stasnfl] adj -1. [change, in¬ 

crease, meal] large □ The money could make a 
substantial difference to us. -2. [person, building, 

furniture] solid and strong □ That roof needs 
something more substantial to hold it up. 

substantially [sab'staenfali] adv -1. [contribute, 

increase, improve] by a large amount □ Their 
standard of living has improved substantially since 
Alan got a new job. □ This version is substantially 
better than the last. -2. [true, correct] generally 
□ The situation remains substantially the same. 

substantiate [sab'staenfieit] vt [claim, story] to 

prove <that sthg is true> (formal use). 

substantive [US 'sAbstantiv, GB sab'staentiv] adj 
[discussion, talks] that is concerned with real 
and important issues. 

substitute ['sAbstat-iuit] o « -1. a substitute for 
sb/sthg a person or a thing acting or used in 
place of sb/sthg □ We're looking for a substitute 
for Maggie now she's leaving. ■ to be no substi¬ 
tute for sthg to be not as good as sthg else □ 
The television is no substitute for a movie screen. 
-2. sport a player who takes the place of an¬ 
other player during a game, e.g. because of 
injury □ It looks like Brazil are bringing on a sub¬ 
stitute. 
o vt to substitute sb for sb to put sb in the 
place or role of sb □ He was substituted by 
Wilson in the second half. ■ to substitute sthg 
for sthg to use sthg instead of sthg □ You can 
substitute dried herbs for fresh ones, 
o vi to take the place of somebody or some¬ 
thing else □ I'm substituting for Mrs. Smith 
while she's away. 

substitute teacher n US a person who does 
the job of a teacher who is absent for a 
short time. 

substitution [.sAbsta'tiuiJn] « -1. the act of 
substituting one person or thing for another 
□ A substitution was made in the final ten min¬ 
utes. -2. a replacement □ We'll use this until a 
substitution can be found. 

subterfuge ['sAbtarfju:d3] n a trick or dishon¬ 
est action used to get what one wants □ 
They must have gained access to the files by sub¬ 

terfuge. 

subterranean [.sAbta'reinjan] adj (passage, river, 

noise] underground. 

subtitle ['sAbtaitl] n a less important, often de- 
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scriptive title, printed under the main title of 
a book. 

♦ subtitles npl the translation of words in a 
foreign film, printed across the bottom of 
the screen. 

subtle ['sMl] adj -1. [nuance, difference] that is 
difficult to see, explain, or understand be¬ 
cause it is very small □ There's a subtle distinc¬ 
tion between the two words. -2. [person, com¬ 
ment, tactics] that is clever and not obvious □ 
That wasn't very subtle of you! o a subtle sense 
of humor. 

subtlety fsAtlti] « -1. [of a skill, design, piece of 
music] the quality of being clever and not 
obvious □ Only an expert can appreciate the sub¬ 
tlety of his work. -2. [of a person] the ability to 
say or do things in a way that is not likely 
to offend anybody or attract too much at¬ 
tention □ It's a task that requires a certain de¬ 
gree of subtlety. -3. [of an argument, comment, 
tactic] see subtle. -4. [of a process, system] a 
particular aspect of something that is diffi¬ 
cult to explain or deal with □ / haven't 
grasped all the subtleties of the software yet. 

subtly f'sAtli] adv [differ, change] see subtle □ He 
subtly got them to change their mind. □ It tasted 
subtly different. 

subtotal ['sAbtootl] n the total of a set of fig¬ 
ures, e.g. on a bill or statement, that will 
give the final total when it is added to the 
totals of other sets of figures. 

subtract [sab'traskt] vt [amount, quantity] to take 
<a number> away from another number □ 
First subtract six from ten. 

subtraction [sab'trakfn] n: see subtract □ Pupils 
are taught addition and subtraction first. 

subtropical [.sAb'tropikl] adj [climate, region, 
vegetation] that exists or is found in the part 
of the world between the tropical and tem¬ 
perate zones. 

suburb ['sAb3:rb] n -1. a part of a town or city 
that is away from the center and consists 
mainly of houses □ Jersey City is a suburb of 
New York. -2. the suburbs the area around a 
town or city that is a suburb □ He lives in the 
suburbs. 

suburban [sa'badban] adj -1. [area, life, train] 
that is found in a suburb □ suburban streets. 
-2. [mentality, taste] that is ordinary and a lit¬ 
tle dull □ a typical suburban housewife. 

suburbia [salb3:rbi3] « -1. the suburbs □ living 
in suburbia. -2. the way of life and attitudes 
of people living in the suburbs. 

subversion [s3b'v3:r3n] n: see subvert □ The 
group s aim was the subversion of democracy. 

subversive [s3b'v3:rsiv] o adj [idea, organization, 
magazine] that tries to or is likely to destroy 
a government, political system etc. o n a 
subversive person. 

subvert [s3b'v3:rt] vt [government, political sys¬ 
tem, ideas] to destroy or try to destroy the 
power of <sthg>. 

subway ['sAbwei] n -1. US an underground 
railroad □ the New York subway □ a subway 
station/train. -2. GB a path under a road or 

railroad, used for pedestrians to cross safely 
from one side to the other. 

sub-zero adj [temperatures, conditions] that are 
below zero degrees. 

succeed [sak'sud] o vi -1. [person] to manage 
to do something that one has tried or want¬ 
ed to do □ Sandra finally succeeded in getting a 
place at law school. □ / tried to persuade them to 
come but didn't succeed. □ He succeeded in his 
attempt to break the world record. -2. [plan, tac¬ 

tic, approach] to have the intended result □ 
The demonstration succeeded in bringing about a 
change in government policy. □ If their plans had 
succeeded, we would all be dead by now. 
-3. [politician, employee, singer] to do well by 
becoming popular, reaching a high position 
etc □ One needs a certain amount of determina¬ 
tion to succeed in this business, 
o vt -1. [person] to come after or take the 
place of <sb>, especially in an important job 
□ Mrs Thatcher was succeeded as prime minister 
by John Major. -2. [range, period] to happen or 
exist after <sthg> (formal use) □ The original 
model was succeeded by a more compact ver¬ 
sion. 

succeeding [sak'siidiri] adj the succeeding 
months/years etc the months/years etc that 
followed (formal use). 

success [sak'ses] n -1. [in an attempt, campaign] 

the achievement of what one has tried or 
wanted to do □ They tried to make him change 
his mind, but without success. -2. [in one's ca¬ 

reer, life] the achievement of popularity, a 
high position etc □ / hope your success will not 
make you overconfident. -3. to be a success to 
be successful □ The workshop was a great suc¬ 
cess. 

successful [sak'sesfl] adj -1. [attempt, method, 

campaign] that achieves the intended result □ 
The meeting was not very successful. □ He was 
successful at his second attempt. □ I was suc¬ 
cessful in persuading her to join. -2. [movie, 

book, company] that has earned a lot of mon¬ 
ey □ a successful salesman □ Kemp enjoyed a 
highly successful career in advertising. -3. [politi¬ 

cian, artist, lawyer] who has become popular, 
reached a high position etc □ They were one 
of the most successful bands In history. 

successfully [sak'sesfli] adv [conclude, treat, try] 

with the intended or desired result □ He suc¬ 
cessfully sued his employers. 

succession [sak'sefn] n -1. [of owners, jobs, dis¬ 

asters] a number of people or things that 
come one after the other □ They suffered 
three electoral defeats in quick or close succes¬ 
sion. -2. [to a position, title, throne] the process 
of becoming the next person to have some¬ 
thing, especially after somebody’s death (for¬ 
mal use). 

successive [sak'sesiv] adj successive attempts/ 
defeats attempts/defeats that come one after 
the other □ After three successive failures he 
swore he would never try again. 

successor [sak'ses3r] n a person or thing that 
comes after or takes the place of another □ 
The board is meeting today to appoint a succes¬ 
sor to the outgoing chairman. 
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success story « somebody or something that 
has been very successful □ The company has 
become a huge success story. 

succinct [sak'sirjkt] adj [account, explanation] 
that is expressed clearly and uses few words 
□ Could you be a little more succinct? 

succinctly [sak'sigktli] adv [express, describe, 
explain] see succinct. 

succulent [’sAkjalant] adj [meat, fruit] that is 
juicy and tastes good. 

succumb [sa'kAm] vi -1. to allow oneself to be 
affected by something that one has resisted 
before □ Faced with increasing pressure from 
civil rights groups, they finally succumbed. -2. to 
become badly affected by or die from an ill¬ 
ness □ After a long struggle, he finally suc¬ 
cumbed to the disease. 

such [sAtf] o det & predet -1. such behavior/ 
such a problem behavior/a problem of the 
kind just mentioned □ Such things are no long¬ 
er seen now. □ Too tired? I've never heard such 
nonsense! ■ such a thing as... a thing of the 
kind I am just about to mention □ Do you 
have such a thing as a bottle opener? □ There are 
no such things as ghosts. -2. such nice people 
very nice people (used for emphasis) □ I've 
had such a bad day! o I'm not sure it's such a 
good idea. ■ he's such an idiot/a bore! he’s 
very stupid/boring! ■ such money as I have 
the small amount of money I have. ■ it was 
such a good offer (that) I accepted because it 
was a very good offer, I accepted □ She gave 
me such a fright (that) I screamed. □ It's such a 
long time since I've been there I've almost forgot¬ 
ten what it's like. 
o pron -1. used to refer back to something 
just mentioned □ Such has been my intention 
all along. -2. the costs are such that I cannot 
afford it because the costs are so great I can¬ 
not afford it (formal use) □ The state of the 
economy was such that extreme measures had 
to be taken. ■ such as it is used to say that 
something is not very important or not of 
very good quality □ You can take my car, such 
as it is. 

♦ as such adv it's not a university as such it’s 
not exactly a university. 

♦ such and such predet used when the speak¬ 
er does not want to give specific examples 
of something □ We could invite candidates to 
talk on such and such a subject. 

♦ such as prep used to give examples of 
something that has just been mentioned □ 
Countries such as Australia and America have a 
federal system of government. 

suchlike [’sAtJlaik] o pron people or things of 
the same kind □ hippos, rhinos, and suchlike, 
o adj of the same kind. 

suck [sAk] vt -1. [straw, candy] to hold <sthg> 
in one’s mouth and take liquid from it using 
one’s tongue, cheeks, and lips. -2. [person, 
air, dirt] to pull <sb/sthg> in a particular di¬ 
rection by the powerful force of water or air 
□ The fan sucks in air at one end and expels it at 
the other. □ Many swimmers have been sucked 
down or under by the strong currents. -3. to be 
sucked into sthg [into crime, a debate] to 

gradually become involved in sthg without 
intending to □ Many of these kids are then 
sucked into a life of crime. 

♦ suck up vi to try to be liked by somebody 
by being very helpful, friendly etc (informal 
and disapproving use) □ He's always sucking up 
to the boss. 

sucker fsAka1] n -1. a person who is easily 
tricked (informal use) □ What a sucker/ -2. GB a 
rubber disk that sticks to surfaces by suction 
and is used e.g. to hang things on a wall or 
door. 

suckle fsAkl] o vt [mother] to feed <a baby or 
young animal> by letting it suck milk from 
the breast, udder etc. o vi [baby, young ani¬ 
mal] to suck milk from the breast, udder etc. 

sucrose [‘suikrous] n the type of sugar that 
comes from cane, beet etc. 

suction 1'sAkJn] n -1. [of a gas, liquid] a force 
that causes liquids, gases etc to move inside 
a closed space by removing air or liquid 
from the space □ The water is conveyed 
through the pipe by suction. -2. a force that 
causes two surfaces to stick together by re¬ 
moving the air from between them □ Flies at¬ 
tach themselves to surfaces by suction. 

suction pump n a pump that works by suc¬ 
tion. 

Sudan [US sui'daen, GB -'da:n] a country in 
northeastern Africa, on the Red Sea. size: 
2,506,000 sq kms. population: 27,400,000 
(iSudanese). capital: Khartoum, language: 
Arabic, currency: Sudanese pound. 

Sudanese [,su:d3'ni:z] n & adj: see Sudan, 

sudden ['sAdn] adj [change, movement, thought] 
that happens quickly and unexpectedly □ 
The decision was very sudden. ■ all of a sudden 
quickly and unexpectedly □ All of a sudden, 
the lights went out. 

sudden death ti sport an extra part of a 
game, in which one goal, point etc decides 
who the winner is □ a sudden death playoff. 

suddenly ['sAdnli] adv [happen, stop, move] see 
sudden □ / suddenly realized what had happened. 
□ Suddenly, the door opened. 

suds [sAdz] npl the bubbles on the surface of 
soapy water. 

sue [su:] vt to try to get money from <sb> by 
taking legal action for loss, damage etc that 
they have caused □ We intend to sue him for 
damages/libel/$500,000. 

suede [sweid] n a type of soft leather with a 
rough surface □ suede shoes □ a suede jacket. 

suet ['su:at] n the hard fat from around an 
animal’s kidneys that is used in cooking. 

Suez Canal [US ,su:ez-, GB ,su:iz-]: the Suez Ca¬ 
nal a canal in northeastern Egypt, connect¬ 
ing the Mediterranean Sea and tbe Red Sea. 

suffer ['sAfar] o vt -1. [pain, stress, injury] to ex¬ 
perience <sthg painful or unpleasant> □ Mrs 
Lawe suffered a serious heart attack. -2. [set¬ 
back, loss, consequences] to be affected by 
<sthg that causes problems> □ The company 
suffered losses of over $15 million, 
o vi -1. [patient, victim] to be in physical pain 
□ It's a comfort to know that he didn't suffer 
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much. ■ to suffer from sthg [from an illness, dis¬ 

ease] to be affected by sthg that makes 
one's health worse □ She's suffering from angi¬ 
na. □ / suffered from asthma as a child. -2. to 
experience difficulty, loss, sorrow etc □ If the 
destruction of the rainforest continues, the whole 
world will suffer. □ /Is usual, the poor were the 
ones to suffer worst from the recession. -3. [rela¬ 

tionship, work, social life] to become affected in 
a bad way □ / was deeply unhappy, and my 
work suffered as a consequence. 

sufferance [’sAfrsns] n on sufferance accepted 
or allowed, but not in an enthusiastic or 
friendly way □ He's only here on sufferance. 

sufferer ['sAfore1] n a person who has or often 
suffers from a particular illness or medical 
condition □ an asthma/a hay fever sufferer. 

suffering ['sAfsrir)] n physical or mental pain; 
difficulties, sorrow etc □ These experiments 
cause terrible suffering to animals. □ She ap¬ 
peared indifferent to their sufferings. 

Suffice [sa'fais] vi to be enough (formal use) □ 
Just a small amount will suffice. 

sufficient [sa'fifnt] adj [time, money, power] 

enough for a particular purpose □ $50 should 
be sufficient for three days. 

sufficiently [sa'fijntli] adv to be sufficiently 
aware/funded etc to be aware/funded etc 
enough □ He didn't prepare himself sufficiently 
for the exam. 

suffix ['sAfiks] n a letter or group of letters 
added to the end of a word to make a new 
word, e.g. “less” in “useless”. 
NOTE: Compare prefix. 

suffocate ['sAfakeit] o vt to cause <sb> to die 
by stopping them from getting air. o vi to 
die because one cannot breathe in enough 
air; to feel unable to breathe. 

suffocation fisAfa'kei/n] n: see suffocate □ He 
died of suffocation. 

Suffolk ['sAfak] a county in East Anglia, 
southeastern England, size: 3,800 sq kms. 
POPULATION: 636,580. ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER: 
Ipswich. 

suffrage ['sAfrid3] n the right to vote in politi¬ 
cal elections. 

suffuse [sa'fjuiz] vf to be suffused with sthg 
[with color, light] to be filled with sthg. 

sugar ['Jogarl o ti a sweet substance, often in 
the form of white or brown crystals, taken 
from the juice of certain plants and used to 
flavor food and drinks □ Do you take sugar in 
your tea? o vt [tea, coffee] to put sugar in 
<sthg>. 

sugar beet n a root vegetable from which 
sugar is taken. 

sugar bowl n a small bowl for serving sugar 
in. 

sugarcane ['Jugarkein] n a tall tropical grass 
from which sugar is taken. 

sugar-coated [-'koutad] adj [popcorn, almonds] 
covered with sugar. 

sugar cube tt a small cube of sugar used to 
sweeten tea, coffee etc. 

sugared ['Jug3rd] adj to be sugared [tea, coffee] 
to contain sugar that has been added to it. 

sugar lump n = sugar cube, 

sugar refinery n a factory where sugar from 
plants is made into crystals to be sold, 

sugary ['Jugari] adj -1. [pudding, dessert, diet] 
that contains a lot of sugar. -2. [writing, song, 
smile] that is very sentimental, but in a way 
that seems insincere and exaggerated, 

suggest [US sag'd3est, GB safest] vt -1. [idea, 
plan, restaurant] to mention <sthg> to some¬ 
body because they might want to do it, 
have it, use it etc □ Can I suggest a short break 
for lunch? □ David suggested taking a drive out to 
the coast. □ She suggested (that) we meet later. 
□ / could suggest several ways to improve our 
sales figures. -2. to suggest that... to seem to 
say that something is true or exists without 
saying so directly □ Are you suggesting (that) 
I'm a liar? □ His response suggests a reluctance 
to get involved. 

suggestion [us sag^estjan, gb ss'd3es-] n -1. 
something that is suggested, especially 
when it is intended to be helpful □ The Tour¬ 
ist Information Office gave us some useful sug¬ 
gestions. □ May I make a suggestion at this 
point? -2. a slight or indirect sign of some¬ 
thing □ At the time, there was some suggestion 
of corruption in the department. □ There was just 
the slightest suggestion of irony in his voice. 

suggestive [US sag’dsestiv, GB safest-] adj 
-1. [smile, behavior, remark] that is intended to 
make one think of sex. -2. to be suggestive 
of sthg to make one think of sthg □ This mu¬ 
sic is intended to be suggestive of a sunrise. 

suicidal [.suu'saidl] adj -1. [person] who is very 
unhappy and likely to commit suicide □ He 
was beginning to feel suicidal. -2. [driving, sport, 

attempt] that is very dangerous and likely to 
lead to death; [policy, decision] that is likely to 
lead to failure □ He's a suicidal maniac! □ It 
would be suicidal to give in to them now. 

suicide ['sunsaid] n -1. the act of deliberately 
killing oneself □ He's made several suicide at¬ 
tempts. □ There were two suicides last week. ■ 
to commit suicide to deliberately kill oneself. 
-2. an action that leads or may lead to fail¬ 
ure □ This amounts to political/financial suicide. 

suit [suit] o n -1. clothing [for a man] a set of 
clothes made of the same material that con¬ 
sists of a jacket and trousers and, some¬ 
times, a vest; [for a woman] a suit that usually 
consists of a jacket and skirt □ a business/ 
linen suit. -2. sport a set of clothes or a piece 
of clothing worn for a particular activity □ a 
swimming/diving/jogging suit. -3. cards any of 
the four sets of cards that are in a deck of 
playing cards. -4. law a legal case in which a 
dispute between individuals or organizations 
is settled □ a libel suit. -5. phrase to follow suit 
to do the same thing that somebody else 
has done □ Sara took off her shoes as she en¬ 
tered, so I followed suit. 

o vt -1. [clothes, color, hairstyle] to look attrac¬ 
tive on <sb> □ Long hair suits you. -2. [arrange¬ 
ment, plan] to be acceptable to or convenient 
for <sb> □ Would ten thirty suit you? □ Thursday 
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suits me fine. □ You can't just turn up when it 
suits you. n to suit oneself to do what one 
wants without considering other people’s 
opinions □ "I'd rather not go." — "Well, suit 
yourself." -3. [situation, lifestyle] to be right for 
<sb> □ That job suits you perfectly, 
o vi [arrangement] to be acceptable or con¬ 
venient □ I'll come about six; does that suit? 

suitability [,su:ta'bibti] n: see suitable Q His 
suitability for the job must be in doubt. 

suitable ['suitabl] adj [time, candidate, clothes] 

that is right for a particular need, purpose, 
or situation □ The entrance to the building is not 
suitable for wheelchairs. 

suitably ['suitably adv -1. to be suitably equip¬ 
ped/dressed etc to be equipped/dressed etc 
in a way that is suitable. -2. to be suitably 
grateful/surprised etc to be grateful/surprised 
etc in a way that is normal in the situation 
□ / was suitably impressed. 

suitcase f'surtkeis] « a large rectangular case 
that has a handle and is used for carrying 
clothes when traveling. 

suite [swi:t] « -1. a set of rooms in a building 
that are all used by the same guest or com¬ 
pany □ the presidentialdoridal suite □ a suite of 
rooms □ an office suite. -2. a set of matching 
pieces of furniture □ a bathroom/dining room 
suite. 

suited ['suitad] adj -1. to be suited to sthg to 

be suitable for sthg □ activities suited to the 
needs of teenagers □ He's not really suited to 
teaching. -2. to be well suited [couple] to have 
similar personalities and interests and be 
likely to have a good relationship □ They 
seem well suited to each other. 

suitor ['su:tar] « a man who wants to marry a 
particular woman (old-fashioned use), 

sulfate us, sulphate gb ['sAlfeit] n a salt 
formed from sulfuric acid, 

sulfur US, sulphur GB ['sAlfal n a pale-yellow 
substance that bums with a bright flame 
and smells of rotten eggs. SYMBOL: S. 

sulfuric acid us, sulphuric acid gb [saI- 
,fju3rik-] n a strong acid. FORMULA: H2SO4. 

sulk [sAlk] o vi to be silent and angry because 
one feels badly treated a Stop sulkingl o n to 
be in a sulk to be sulking □ He went into a sulk 
and refused to cooperate. 

sulky ['sAlki] (compar sulkier, superl sulkiest) adj 
[child, person] who often sulks or is sulking □ 
She's in a sulky mood today. 

sullen 1'sAbn] adj [person] who is bad- 
tempered and says very little □ a sullen ex¬ 
pression. 

Sullivan ['sAlivan], Sir Arthur (1842-1900) a 
British composer, who worked with the 
writer W. S. Gilbert on many famous ope¬ 
rettas including The Pirates of Penzance and 
The Mikado. 

sulphate n gb = sulfate, 

sulphur « GB = sulfur, 

sulphuric acid « GB = sulfuric acid. 

sultan ['sAltan] n a ruler in a Muslim country, 

sultana [US sAl'taena, GB -'ta:na] n GB a type of 

small, seedless, dried, white grape used in 
cakes, puddings etc. 

sultry ['sAltri] (compar sultrier, superl sultriest) 

adj -1. [weather, day, air] that feels hot and 
humid □ The weather was hot and sultry. 
-2. [woman, look, smilel that suggests strong 
sexual desire □ She gave him a sultry smile. 

sum [sAm] (pt & pp summed, cont summing) n 
-1. an amount of money □ That's a very large 
sum of money. -2. a simple calculation in 
arithmetic □ I'm no good at doing sums. 

♦ sum up o vt sep to sum sthg up [argument, 

speech, report] to give a summary of sthg □ / 
can sum up his performance in one word: appall¬ 
ing. o vi: The chairman summed up. 

Sumatra [so'mcutra] the second largest island 
of Indonesia, size: 473,600 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 28,016,000. 

summarily [US SA'merali, GB ’sAmar-] adv to be 

summarily dismissed/executed to be dis¬ 
missed/executed in a summary way. 

summarize, -ise ['sAmaraiz] o vt [events, story] 

to make a summary of <sthg>. o vi: Allow 
me to summarize before we move on. 

summary ['sAmari] (pi summaries) o « [of 

events, a story, the news] a short description 
of the main points of something □ a news 
summary □ Fred gave us a brief summary of their 
conversation, o adj [dismissal, execution] that is 
carried out immediately, without attention 
to the usual rules, processes etc (formal use), 

summer ['sAmal n the season between spring 
and autumn, usually the warmest time of 
the year □ It has been one of the hottest sum¬ 
mers on record. □ IA/e went there last summer. □ 
In summer, temperatures can exceed 30 degrees. 
□ the summer vacation/weather/heat. 

summer camp n US a large camp where chil¬ 
dren spend their summer vacation together 
and where sporting and outdoor activities 
are organized for them. 

summerhouse ['sAmafiiaos, pi -hauziz] n a 
small building in a garden where one can sit 
and relax when it is warm in summer, 

summer school n a course of lectures, talks 
etc held during the summer vacation at a 
university, college, or school, 

summertime ['sAmartaim] o « summer □ The 
beach is packed In (the) summertime, o adj: a 
series of summertime concerts. 

Summer Time n GB the period of time in 
summer when certain countries put their 
clocks forward an hour to get extra daylight 
in the evening. 

summery ['sAmari] adj [clothes, weather, food] 

that is typical of or suitable for summer, 

summing-up fsAmir)-] (pi summings-up) n a 
summary of the evidence and arguments 
given by a judge at the end of a trial, 

summit ['sAmat] « -1. the highest point of a 
mountain □ Hargreaves had finally reached the 
summit. -2. politics a meeting of heads of 
government to discuss international politics 
□ All G7 members will be at the Moscow sum¬ 
mit. □ a summit meeting. 

summon ['sAman] vf to officially order <sb> 
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to come to a place □ He was summoned to the 
chairman's office. 

♦ summon up vt sep to summon sthg up [cour¬ 

age, energy, enthusiasm] to make an effort to 
show, have, or feel sthg □ / couldn't even sum¬ 
mon up the energy to get out of bed. 

summons ['sAmanz] (pi summonses) o « an 
order to appear in a court of law □ a court 
summons, o vt to give or send <sb> a sum¬ 
mons □ He was summonsed to appear in court. 

sumo wrestling [,su;mou-] n a traditional 
form of wrestling in Japan, in which con¬ 
testants try to push each other to the 
ground or out of the ring using the weight 
of their body in order to win. 

sump [sAmp] n GB the part of an engine that 
holds the oil. 

sumptuous ['sAmptfiras] adj [decor, building, 

feast] that is very impressive and expensive, 

sum total n the sum total of sthg [of 

somebody's knowledge, effort, research] the 
complete amount of sthg, especially when it 
seems less than is expected or needed □ Is 
this the sum total of what you achieved over your 
three-month study break? 

sun [saii] (pt & pp sunned, cont sunning) o n 

-1. the sun the nearest star to the Earth, 
around which the Earth moves and from 
which it receives heat and light. -2. the light 
and heat from the sun □ You'll get burned if 
you get too much sun. □ They were sitting in the 
sun. o vt to sun oneself to sit or lie in the 
light of the sun, especially to get a suntan. 

Sun. abbr of Sunday. 

sunbathe [’sAnbeid] vi to sit or lie in the light 
of the sun, especially to get a suntan □ I've 
been sunbathing on the beach. 

sunbeam [‘sAnbiim] n a beam of light from 
the sun. 

sunbed ['sAnbed] n a kind of bed on which 
one lies under a sunlamp. 

Sunbelt ['sAnbelt]: the Sunbelt a region of the 
southern, and especially southwestern USA, 
where the weather is generally sunny 

sunblock ['sAnblok] n a cream used on one’s 
skin to protect it completely from the sun. 

sunburn ['sAnb3:rn] n a condition in which 
one has sore red skin because one has spent 
too much time in the sun. 

sunburned ['sAnb3:rnd], sunburnt ['sAnb3:rnt] 
ad] [person, skin] that is suffering from sun- 
bum □ / got sunburned from lying on the beach. 

sun cream n a cream that one puts on one’s 
skin to protect it against sunburn, 

sundae ['sAndei] n a dish of ice cream with 
fruit, fruit juice, nuts etc □ an ice-cream sun¬ 
dae. 

Sunday ['sAndei] ti the day of the week be¬ 
tween Saturday and Monday; see also Friday. 

Sunday paper « a weekly newspaper pub¬ 
lished on Sunday that contains special sec¬ 
tions, e.g. on the arts, finance, or politics. 

Sunday school « a class organized on Sun¬ 
days by a Christian church, in which chil¬ 
dren receive religious education. 

sundial ['sAndaial] « a device that shows the 
time using a pointer that casts a shadow 
onto a flat base marked with the hours, 

sundown ['sAndaun] n the time in the evening 
when the sun disappears from the sky □ / 
got home at/after sundown. 

sun-dried adj [tomatoes, raisins] that have been 
dried by the heat of the sun. 

sundry ['sAndri] adj various (formal use) □ sun¬ 
dry expense. ■ all and sundry all kinds of peo¬ 
ple. 

♦ sundries npl various small items that are 
not named separately (formal use), 

sunflower ['SAnflauor] n a tall plant with very 
large yellow flowers that is grown for its 
seeds, that are used to make cooking oil and 
can also be eaten □ sunflower oil/seeds. 

sung [saij] past participle of sing, 

sunglasses [US 'sAnglaesaz, GB -gla:s-] npl dark 
glasses worn to protect one’s eyes from 
bright sunlight a a pair of sunglasses. 

sunhat ['sAnhaet] « a hat with a broad brim 
that protects one’s head and face from the 
sun. 

sunk [sArjk] past participle of sink, 

sunken [’sAgkan] adj -1. [ship, treasure] that has 
sunk to the bottom of the sea, a lake etc. 
-2. [garden, bath] that is built at a lower level 
than the area around it. -3. [cheeks, eyes] 

that appear hollow as a result of hunger, ill¬ 
ness, old age etc. 

sunlamp [’sAnkemp] n a lamp that produces 
ultraviolet light and is used to get a suntan, 

sunlight ['sAnlait] n the fight from the sun □ 
'Do not place in direct sunlight.' 

sunlit ['sAnlit] adj [garden, room] that is brightly 
fit by the sun □ a beautiful sunlit scene. 

Sunni [us 'sumi, GB 'sum] (pi Sunnis) o n a 
Muslim who belongs to a branch of Islam 
that believes only in the teachings and acts 
of Muhammad, o adj: a Sunni Muslim. 

sunny ['saiii] (compar sunnier, superl sunniest) 
adj -1. [day, room, garden] that has a lot of 
bright sunlight □ They said it would be sunny 
today. -2. [disposition, mood, smile] cheerful. 
-3. phrase sunny side up US [egg] fried on one 
side only. 

sunray lamp ['sAnrei-] n = sunlamp, 

sunrise ['sAnraiz] n -1. the time in the morn¬ 
ing when the sun first appears □ at sunrise. 
-2. the colors and fight in the sky caused 
when the sun first appears in the morning □ 
She stood staring at the sunrise. 

sunroof ['sAnruif] n a window or covering in 
the roof of a car that can be opened and 
closed to let air or fight in. 

sunset ['sAnset] « -1. the time in the evening 
when the sun disappears from the sky □ at 
sunset. -2. the colors and fight in the sky 
caused when the sun disappears from the 
sky in the evening □ We saw some amazing 
sunsets in Egypt. 

sunshade ['sAn/eid] n an umbrella used to 
protect oneself from the sun, e.g. when sit¬ 
ting or lying somewhere. 



1069 superstar 

sunshine ['sAnJain] n the light and heat from 
the sun □ We lay all day in the sunshine. 

sunspot ['sAnspDt] n -1. astronomy any of the 
small dark areas that can appear on the sur¬ 
face of the Sun. -2. a place in a sunny part 
of the world where people like to spend 
their vacations. 

sunstroke [’sAnstrook] n a condition consisting 
of fever, weakness, and a headache that is 
caused by spending too much time in the 
sun. 

suntan [‘sAntaen] o « a brown color on one’s 
skin that comes after one has been in the 
sun □ He's got a wonderful suntan, o comp 
[cream, lotion, oil] that protects one against 
sunburn and helps to develop a suntan, 

suntanned [’sAntamd] odj [face, body, skin] that 
is darker than usual after being in the sun □ 
You're looking very suntanned! 

suntrap ['sAntraep] n a sheltered place that 
gets a lot of sunshine. 

sun-up n US the time in the morning when 
the sun appears (informal use) □ at sun-up. 

super ['su:par] adj [meal, day, weather] that one 
thinks is very good (informal use) □ You're 
coming? Oh, super! □ What a super idea! 

superabundance [.suipara'bAndans] n a very 
large amount or quantity of something, 

superannuation [.suiparsenju'eijn] « money 
paid as a pension by the company or organi¬ 
zation that one used to work for. 

superb [su:'p3:rb] adj very good □ The view was 
superb. □ She's a superb dancer. 

superbly [su:'p3:rbli] adv superbly organized/ 
made etc organized/made etc very well □ 
She dealt with the whole thing superbly. 

Super Bowl n the Super Bowl the final game 
of the main championship in football in the 
USA. 

W SUPER BOWL 
The Super Bowl is a single football game 
that is played between the champions of the 
two main US leagues, or “conferences”, of 
professional football. It takes place at the 
end of the season in late January each year, 
and huge numbers of Americans watch it 
on TV. 

supercilious [,su:p3r'sili3s] adj [person] who 
seems to think they are better than other 

people. 

superficial [,su:p3r'fiji] adj -1. [person, friend¬ 

ship, feeling] that is not very serious or sin¬ 
cere (disapproving use) □ a superficial smile □ / 
found his friends very superficial. -2. [knowledge, 

inspection, treatment] that is not complete or 
detailed enough to be accurate □ That's a 
highly superficial analysis of the situation. 
-3. [resemblance, appearance] that seems real 
at first but is usually not □ The apparent simi¬ 
larity between them is purely superficial. □ She 
puts on a superficial air of calm. -4. [cut, damage] 

that is only on the surface and is not serious 
□ Luckily the wound was only superficial. 

superficially [1su:p3rlfijli] adv -1. [resemble, 

seem] a word used to show that something 
seems true but is not □ Superficially, little had 
changed. -2. [talk, treat] see superficial, 

superfluous [su:'p3:rflo3s] adj not relevant or 
necessary □ / realized my presence had become 
superfluous. 

Superglue™ [‘suips'glu:] n a very strong glue, 

superhuman [,su:p3r'hju:m3n] adj [strength, 

power, effort] that seems greater than what a 
normal human being is capable of. 

superimpose [.suipsrim'pouz] vt to put <sthg> 
over something else in such a way that both 
can be seen or heard □ A musical soundtrack 
was superimposed on the original narrative. 

superintend [.suipsrin'tend] vt [staff, project] to 
be in charge of and manage <sb/sthg>. 

superintendent [.surpsrin'tendsnt] n -1. a per¬ 
son who is in charge of and manages a 
place (formal use). -2. GB a police officer next 
in rank above inspector, 

superior [sui'pisnsl o adj -1. [team, forces, 

technology] that is of a higher standard □ This 
movie is far superior to his first one. -2. [product, 

make] that is of high quality □ makers of su¬ 
perior cheeses. -3. a superior officer an officer 
in the army, police etc who is of a higher 
rank than somebody else in the army, police 
etc □ All personnel must salute their superior of¬ 
ficers. -4. [person] who acts as if they are bet¬ 
ter than other people □ / don't like his superior 
manner, o n [in a company, army, police force] a 
person of higher rank □ Mrs Hoffman is my 
immediate superior. 

Superior: Lake Superior the largest of the 
Great Lakes between Canada and the USA. 

superiority [sui.pisri'Drsti] n: see superior □ a 
feeling of superiority. 

superlative [su:'p3:rl3trv] o adj [performance, 

achievement, shot] that one thinks is extreme¬ 
ly good □ The quality of the recording is superla¬ 
tive. o n grammar the form of adjectives and 
adverbs that expresses the highest degree of 
comparison, e.g. “the tallest" or “the least 
expensive”. 

Superman ['suipsfnasn] a US cartoon charac¬ 
ter. He is very strong and can fly, and he 
uses these abilities to fight crime, 

supermarket ['su:p3rma:rk3t[ n a large store 
that sells food and household goods where 
customers serve themselves and pay on 
their way to the exit. 

supernatural [,su:p3r'n£etfral] o adj [powers, 

forces, phenomena] that cannot be explained 
by natural or physical laws but that some 
people believe to exist, o n the supernatural 

supernatural events, powers etc. 

superpower ['su:p3rpao3r] n a nation that has 
great political, military, and economic pow¬ 
er □ the world's two great superpowers. 

supersede [,su:p3r'si:d] vt [equipment, method] 

to take the place of <sthg older or less effi¬ 
cient □ This order supersedes all other orders. 

supersonic [,su:p3r'sr>nik] adj [plane, travel] that 
is faster than the speed of sound, 

superstar ['su:p3rsta:r] n a very famous per¬ 
son, e.g. an actor or a musician. 
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superstition [lsu:p3rlstijn] « a belief that is not 
based on reason or fact but on old ideas, 
e.g. that certain things cause good or bad 
luck. 

superstitious [,su:p3r'stif3s] adj [idea, belief! 
based on superstition □ She's very supersti¬ 
tious about black cats and things like that. 

superstore ['su:p3rsto:r[ n G6 a very large 
supermarket or store, especially one built 
outside a town. 

superstructure ['su:p3rstrAktJV] n the parts of 
a ship that are above the main deck; the 
parts of a building that are above the 
ground. 

supertanker ['su:p3rtaei)k3r] n a very large oil 
tanker. 

supervise ['su:p3rvaiz[ vt [children, staff] to 
watch <sb> to make sure that they behave 
or work properly or safely; [work, research] to 
be in charge of the people doing <sthg> and 
to make sure that they do it properly, 

supervision [,su:p3r’vi3n] n: see supervise □ The 
old people in our care require constant supervi¬ 
sion. 

supervisor ['suip3rvaiz3r] n a person whose 
job is to supervise somebody or something, 

supper ['sAp3rj n a light meal eaten in the eve¬ 
ning □ What are you having for supper? 

supplant [US ss'plaent, GB -'plaint] vt (manager, 
method, machinery] to take the place of <sb/ 
sthg>. 

supple [1 sApl] adj -1. [person] who can bend 
and move easily □ My body is not as supple as 
it used to be. -2. [material] that is soft but 
strong and can bend without breaking or 
cracking □ soft, supple leather. 

supplement [n 'sAplsmant, vb 'sAptament] o n 
-1. [to a price, income, diet] something that is 
added to something else, especially in order 
to make it complete □ A supplement is 
charged for occupying a single room. □ a food/ 
vitamin supplement. -2. an extra section that 
is added to a book or newspaper □ a Sunday 
supplement, o vt [salary, diet] to add some¬ 
thing to <sthg> so that it is enough or com¬ 
plete □ / work nights to supplement my income. 

supplementary [.sApla'mentsri] adj [question, in¬ 
come] that is additional to what exists al¬ 
ready. 

supplier [ss'piais1] n a person or organization 
that supplies goods or services to others, 

supply [ss'plai] (yl supplies, pt & pp supplied) 

o n -1. [of food, water, money] an amount of 
something that is available for somebody to 
use and that is replaced regularly □ the na¬ 
tion's supply of oil/oil supply □ We have a regular 
supply of stationery. • to be in short supply to 
be hard to find because there is not enough 
available □ Fresh water is in pretty short supply 
in this area. -2. a system or network that sup¬ 
plies something, especially basic services □ 
The water/electricity supply has been cut off. 
-3. economics the amount of goods that can 
be produced and put on sale □ the laws of 
supply and demand. 

o vt to make <sthg> available to somebody 

e.g. by giving or selling it to them □ The 
company supplies machinery to the textile indus¬ 
try. □ If you supply the food, I'll bring the drink. □ 
I shall be happy to supply you with further details. 
□ The pump supplies the town with fresh water. 
□ All the toys are supplied with batteries. 

♦ supplies npl the food, water, and equip¬ 
ment needed by a group of people, e.g. a 
military expedition □ They sent Beam out to 
get supplies. 

supply teacher n GB a teacher who works in 
different schools, replacing other teachers 
when they are absent. 

support [s3'poirt] o vt -1. [leader, party, aim] to 
approve of and encourage <sb/sthg> □ We 
support her in her decision. □ The Democrats will 
support the bill. -2. [roof, weight] to hold up 
<sthg> from below □ the pillars that support 
the ceiling □ She held on to the table to support 
herself. -3. [friend, colleague] to help <sb> by 
being kind to them when they are unhappy 
□ Luckily her family have supported her through¬ 
out the divorce. -4. [family, company] to provide 
enough money for <a person or organiza- 
tion> to live on or continue to exist □ She 
has three children to support. □ The charity is 
supported by voluntary contributions. -5. [theory, 

claim, statement] to show that <sthg> is true 
□ There is no evidence to support this view. 
-6. sport to follow the progress of <a team> 
and go to matches to encourage them to 
win □ Dave supports Manchester United. 

o tt -1. [for a party, movement, campaign] help 
and encouragement given to a person, or¬ 
ganization, or action □ The strike has wide¬ 
spread support. □ She’s been a great support to 
me. □ / went along to give her moral support. 
-2. money that is provided for a person or 
organization in order to help them when 
they are in financial difficulty □ They depend 
on the government for financial support. -3. [for a 

belief, view] something that helps to show 
that something is true □ The investigation 
found no support for this view. -4. [for a struc¬ 

ture, weight] an object that holds up some¬ 
thing heavy from below □ concrete supports □ 
The upper floors need extra support. 

supporter [s3‘po:rt3r] it [of politician, aims, bill] a 
person who supports somebody or some¬ 
thing □ He's always been one of Major's strong¬ 
est supporters. □ Supporters of the bill crowded 
into the lobby. 

support group n a group of people who have 
the same problem, e.g. an illness or fear, 
and who meet together to help each other 
to deal with their difficulties. 

supportive [ss'poitiv] adj [person] who is kind 
and helpful to somebody when they are un¬ 
happy or in difficulty □ Everybody's been very 
supportive toward me. 

suppose [ss'pouz] o vt -1. to suppose (that)... 
to think that something is probably true □ / 
suppose it's too far to go and see them. □ / sup¬ 
pose you think that's funny! □ / don't suppose 
you've ever experienced anything like this before. 
■ you don't suppose... a phrase used when 
asking somebody’s opinion □ You don’t sup- 
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pose anything has happened to them, do you? -2. 
to suppose (that)... to admit something that 
one does not really want to admit □ / sup¬ 
pose you're right. -3. phrases I suppose so used 
when one thinks something is true, but is 
not certain; used when one is agreeing with 
something unwillingly □ "Is he right?" — 
"Yes, I suppose so." □ There were, I suppose, 
about 50 people there. □ Oh, all right then, I sup¬ 
pose so. ■ I suppose not a phrase used when 
agreeing with a negative statement □ "It 
can't be easy bringing up a family on your own. " 
— "/ suppose not." □ “Surely there's no point 
continuing the search after 24 hours?" — "No, I 
suppose not." 
o cottj = supposing. 

supposed [sa'pouzd] adj -1. [illness, wealth] a 
word used to show that one does not be¬ 
lieve something that somebody says □ / don't 
believe her supposed boyfriend actually exists. 
-2. to be supposed to do sthg to be expected 
to do sthg, especially when this does not 
happen □ He was supposed to arrive at eight 
o'clock. -3. to be obliged by a rule or law to 
do sthg □ You are not supposed to go in there. 
-4. to be supposed to be to be generally be¬ 
lieved to be □ This restaurant is supposed to be 
very good. 

supposedly [sa'pouzadli] adv a word used to 
show that one does not believe something 
that somebody says is true or exists □ Sup¬ 
posedly, he was in America at the time. □ Her fa¬ 
ther's supposedly ill/very rich. 

supposing [sa'poozir)] con; a word used by 
somebody to ask what would happen if a 
particular situation were to take place or to 
be true □ Supposing oil prices go down? □ Sup¬ 
posing he's not telling the truth? 

supposition [.sApo'zifn] « an idea that one 
supposes to be true □ a belief based on suppo¬ 
sition. 

suppository [US sa'pDzotoiri, GB -ari] (pi sup¬ 
positories) « a form of medicine that is put 
into the rectum or vagina. 

suppress [so'pres] vt -1. [uprising, rebellion] to 
prevent <a revolt> from happening or con¬ 
tinuing successfully, usually by using force □ 
The pro-democracy protest was violently sup¬ 
pressed. -2. [news, report] to prevent cinfor- 
mation> from being publicly known □ The 
documents have been officially suppressed. -3. 
[anger, joy, smile] to stop oneself from feeling 
or showing <an emotion> □ She could barely 
suppress a smile. 

suppression [sa'prefn] n: see suppress. 

suppressor [s3'presar] w a device that prevents 
a piece of electrical equipment from causing 
radio or television interference. 

supranational [.suipra'naejhal] adj [organization, 
agreement] that is connected with or in¬ 
cludes more than one nation. 

supremacy [su'premasi] n the state of being 
supreme □ Each nation tried to gain supremacy 
over the other. □ The 1990s have seen a race for 
technological supremacy. 

supreme [su'priim] adj -1. [commander, court] 
that is highest in rank, power, or impor¬ 

tance. -2. [performance, achievement] very 
great □ It took a supreme effort by everyone to 
meet the deadline. 

Supreme Court n -1. the Supreme Court the 
highest court in the USA. -2. in Australia 
and the USA, the highest court in each 
state. 

« SUPREME COURT 
The Supreme Court is the highest federal 
(national) court in the United States. Its nine 
members, or “justices”, are appointed by the 
President for life. Its role is to approve or re¬ 
ject national and state laws, and to interpret 
the Constitution. 

supremely [so'prumli] adv supremely gifted/ 
important etc extremely gifted/important etc 
□ She seems a supremely confident woman. 

supremo [su'prnmou] {pi supremos) « GB the 
most powerful or important person in a par¬ 
ticular organization (informal use). 

Supt. abbr of superintendent. 

surcharge I's3:rtfa:rd3] o n an amount of 
money to be paid in addition to the usual 
charge □ They imposed a 7% surcharge on do¬ 
mestic flights, o vt to make <sb> pay a sur¬ 
charge. 

sure [Jo3r] o adj -1. to be sure to know some¬ 
thing is true or correct, and have no doubts 
about this; to know exactly what one feels 
about something □ I'm sure (that) I've seen him 
before. □ Are you quite sure about this? □ He'll 
come, I'm sure of it. □ He's not sure whether he 
really wants to get married. □ / think I locked the 
door, but I can't be sure. ■ to make sure (that)... 

to check that a particular thing has hap¬ 
pened or is true; to do something so that a 
particular thing will definitely happen □ I'll 
just make sure the oven is switched off. □ Make 
sure you get to bed early, you have exams tomor¬ 
row. -2. to be sure of sthg to be certain to get 
sthg □ With all her experience she can be sure of 
a good job. -3. it’s sure to rain tomorrow I feel 
certain that it will rain tomorrow □ The dollar 
is sure to fall soon. ■ you're sure to like him I 

feel certain that you will like him o You 
know Jim, he's sure to be there early. • be sure 

to do sthg don't forget to do sthg □ Be sure 
to take an umbrella with you. -4. to be sure of 

oneself to be self-confident □ He seems very 
sure of himself. 
o adv -1. a word used to show agreement 
(informal use) o “Do you want to go out to¬ 
night?" — "Sure!" -2. US a word used for em¬ 
phasis (informal use) □ He sure can cook! 

♦ for sure adv used to emphasize that some¬ 
thing is true or will happen □ I'll finish it to¬ 
morrow for sure. □ No one knows for sure when 
he's coming back to work. 

♦ sure enough adv used to confirm that 
what one expected to happen did happen □ 
/ thought she might phone and, sure enough, she 

did. 
♦ sure thing excl us a phrase used to show 

agreement (informal use) □ "Come and see me 
next week." — "Sure thing." 
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surefire [lJiJ3rfai3r] adj a surefire success/cure 
etc a success/cure etc that is certain to be ef¬ 
fective □ That is a surefire way of getting your¬ 
self killed! 

surefooted [Jo3r'fot3d] adj (person, animal] that 
can walk on uneven ground without falling, 

surely [’JuaTi] adv a word used when one be¬ 
lieves that something is true and wants 
somebody else to agree □ Surely you can't be 
serious. □ That was a mistake, surely. 

surety ['Jusrsti] « something valuable such as 
money or jewelry that somebody gives as a 
guarantee that they will do what they have 
said, e.g. appear in court or pay a debt, 

surf [s3:rf] o n the white foam formed by 
waves as they come toward the shore, o vi 
to ride on waves as they come toward the 
shore, using a surfboard, o vt to surf the 

Internet or Net to use the Internet by visiting 
lots of different sites on it. 

surface ['s3:rf3s] o « -1. [of a road, table, the 

ground) the outer part of something □ the pol¬ 
ished surface of the desk □ the Earth's surface. 
-2. [of the water, lake) the top part of an area 
or mass of liquid □ The submarine/diver came 
to the surface. -3. a flat area that one can use 
to work on or put things on □ Roll the dough 
out on a smooth clean surface. □ a work/kitchen 
surface. -4. [of a situation, problem, person] the 
part of something that can be seen easily, 
that is different from the part that is hidden 
and not obvious □ We need to look beyond the 
surface and find the real causes of crime. ■ on 

the surface superficially □ On the surface she 
seems nice enough. ■ below or beneath the 

surface not immediately visible or obvious □ 
There was a feeling of anxiety below the surface. 
■ to scratch the surface of sthg to deal with 
only a very small part of sthg □ The discus¬ 
sion barely scratched the surface of the problem, 
o vi -1. [swimmer, submarine] to rise to the 
water’s surface □ Whales have to surface to 
breathe. -2. [problem, feeling, rumor] to become 
generally known □ The problem only surfaced 
when we started looking at the proofs. -3. [per¬ 

son] to get out of bed, especially after being 
in bed for a long time (humorous use) □ They 
finally surfaced at about 2pm. 

surface mail n the system of sending letters 
and parcels by land or sea. 
NOTE: Compare airmail, 

surface-to-air adj a surface-to-air missile a 
missile that is fired from land or sea at an 
aircraft or at another missile. 

surfboard [ls3;rfbD:rd] n a long narrow board 
that one stands or lies on when surfing, 

surfeit ['s3:rfot] n a surfeit of sthg too much of 
sthg (formal use) □ a surfeit of wine/chocolate. 

surfer [’s3irf3r] n a person who goes surfing, 

surfie ['s3:rfi] n AUS a person who spends a lot 
of time surfing (informal use). 

surfing [‘s3:rfirj] n the sport of riding waves as 
they come toward the shore, using a surf¬ 
board □ It's a great place to go surfing. 

surge [s3:rd3] o « -l. a sudden forward move¬ 
ment, e.g. of a group of people □ There was a 

surge for the exit. -2. a sudden increase in a 
particular feeling □ He felt a surge of pride/ 
pain/anger. -3. a sudden big increase □ a big 
surge in demand □ a sudden surge of activity, 
o vi -1. [people, vehicles] to move forward 
suddenly in a large group; [water] to move 
forward suddenly and powerfully. -2. [anger, 

guilt] to be felt suddenly and powerfully by 
somebody. -3. [interest, support, sales] to in¬ 
crease suddenly by a large amount. 

surgeon ['s3:rd33n] n a doctor who performs 
operations in a hospital. 

Surgeon General « the Surgeon General the 
government official who is in charge of pub¬ 
lic health in the USA. 

surgery ['S3:rd33ri] {pi surgeries) n -1. the act 
or process of performing a medical opera¬ 
tion □ The patient will require major/minor sur¬ 
gery on her leg. -2. GB the place where a doc¬ 
tor or dentist treats their patients □ a doctor's 
surgery □ Surgery hours are from nine to four. 
-3. GB the hours when people can see their 
member of parliament □ Mr Bryant holds a 
regular Saturday surgery. 

surgical ['s3:rd3ikl] adj -1. [instrument, operation, 

skill] that is connected with or is used in 
medical operations □ the surgical removal of 
the growth □ a pair of surgical gloves. -2. [sup¬ 

port, stocking, boot] that is worn as a treat¬ 
ment for a medical condition. 

surgical spirit n GB a kind of alcohol that is 
used for cleaning wounds. 

Surinam [US 'susranaun, GB -'naem] a country in 
northern South America, between Guyana 
and French Guiana, size: 163,265 sq kms. 
population: 400,000 (Surinamese). capital: 
Paramaribo, language: Dutch, currency: 
Surinamese guilder. 

surly [’s3:rli] (cotnpar surlier, su^er! surliest) adj 
[voice, manner, person] rude, bad-tempered, 
and unfriendly □ Their staff can be very surly at 
times. 

surmise [S3r'maiz] vt to guess <sthg> (formal 
use). 

surmount [S3r'maunt] vt [obstacle, disadvantage] 

to deal with <a prob!em> successfully □ 
There are several difficulties which we will have 
to surmount first. 

surname ['s3:rneim] n the last part of one’s 
name that other people in one’s family also 
have □ What's your surname? 

surpass [US sr'paes, GB ss'pais] vt [expectations, 

target, record] to go beyond <sthg> and be 
even better or greater (formal use) □ The result 
surpassed my wildest hopes. 

surplus ['s3:rpl3s] o n an amount of some¬ 
thing that is more than is needed and can 
be sold or got rid of. o adj: They export their 
surplus agricultural produce. □ As a result, 360 
staff are now surplus to requirements. 

surprise [s3r'praiz] o n -1. an unexpected 
event, especially a pleasant one □ The news 
came as a surprise to everyone. □ What a pleas¬ 
ant surprise! □ Surprise! You thought we'd forgot¬ 
ten, didn t you? -2. the feeling caused when 
something unexpected happens □ Much to 
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my surprise, she agreed. □ He looked up in sur¬ 
prise. m to take sb by surprise to do some¬ 
thing that sb does not expect; to do some¬ 
thing at a time when sb does not expect it □ 
Her reaction took me completely by surprise. 
o vt -1. to cause surprise to <sb> □ It sur¬ 
prised me that they didn't give her the job. -2. to 
attack or catch <sb> when they are not ex¬ 
pecting it □ They came home early and sur¬ 
prised a burglar in their living room. 

surprised [sar'praizd] adj [person] who feels 
surprise □ I was surprised at his attitude. □ I'm 
not surprised (that) you're tired after all that! □ He 
was surprised to hear it wasn't ready yet. • I 
wouldn't be surprised (if...) I think it is likely 
(that...) □ / wouldn't be surprised if they'd for¬ 
gotten. 

surprising [sar'prarzir)] adj [news, event, suc¬ 

cess] that comes as a surprise or causes one 
to feel surprised □ It's hardly surprising Lucy's 
sick, considering the stress she's under. 

surprisingly [sar'praizir)li] odv a word used to 
show that one thinks that something is sur¬ 
prising □ Surprisingly, they all arrived on time. □ 
The idea was surprisingly successful. 

surreal [sa'rhal] adj [event, situation, atmosphere] 

that is strange and more like a dream than 
reality. 

Surrealism [sa'rhalizm] n a style in art and lit¬ 
erature in which ideas and images are put 
together in a strange and unexpected way. 

Surrealist [sa'riialast] o adj that is connected 
with Surrealism □ a Surrealist painting/image, 
o n a writer or artist who produces Surreal¬ 
ist works. 

surrender [sa'rendar] o vt [rights, weapons, pass¬ 

port] to give <sthg> to somebody else either 
because one wants to or because one has 
been forced to. o vi -1. [to the enemy, one's 

opponent, an army] to stop fighting and show 
somebody that one accepts that one has 
been defeated by them □ The hijackers surren¬ 
dered to the police. -2. [to a temptation, one's 

fate] to allow something such as a feeling to 
gain control over one □ / surrendered to temp¬ 
tation and had another piece of cake, on an act 
of surrendering □ The town was starved into 
surrender. 

surreptitious [us ,s3:rap'tifas, GB ,saH adj [vis¬ 

it, meeting] that is done in secret because one 
does not want other people to know about 
it a He took a surreptitious look at his watch. 

Surrey [US 'S3:ri, GB 'sah] a county in south¬ 
eastern England, southwest of London, size: 
1,679 sq kms. population: 999,752. adminis¬ 
trative center: Kingston upon Thames. 

surrogate [US 's3:ragat, GB W-] on a person 
or thing that takes the place of somebody or 
something else □ Watching movies became a 
surrogate for taking part in the real world, o ad): 
He was like a surrogate brother to me. 

surrogate mother n a woman who has a 
baby for another woman who is unable to 
get pregnant. 

surround [sa'raond] o vt -1. to be all around 
<a place> □ The garden is surrounded by trees. 

susceptible 

-2. to position people all around <a person 
or place>, usually in order to attack them or 
take them prisoner □ They were surrounded by 
enemy soldiers. -3. to exist around <a person 
or topic> □ Controversy surrounds the question 
of gun control, o n a border around the edge 
of something, e.g. a fireplace. 

surrounding [sa'raundirj] adj [countryside, army, 

controversy] that surrounds a person, place, 
or thing □ There are lots of interesting places to 
visit in the surrounding area. 

♦ surroundings npl everything that surrounds 
a person or place □ The hotel is set in beautiful 
surroundings, n After a while I got used to my 
new surroundings. 

surtax [’s3:rtaeks] n an additional tax on high 
incomes. 

surveillance [sar'vedans] n a careful secret 
watch on a person or place, often over a 
long period of time o The police kept him un¬ 
der close surveillance. 

survey [« 's3irvei, vb sar'vei] o vt -1. [view, sce¬ 

ne, future] to examine and consider <sb/ 
sthg> as a whole □ He stepped back to survey 
the painting. -2. [population, group, trend] to find 
out <the opinions> of a large number of 
people by asking them a list of questions a 
60% of women surveyed were against the meas¬ 
ure. -3. [land, building] to examine <sthg> 
carefully and make a report of its measure¬ 
ments and condition □ They had the house in¬ 
dependently surveyed before buying it. o n [of a 

population, building] the act of surveying 
something □ They carried out a survey of retail 
prices. □ an aerial survey of the area. 

surveyor [sar'veiar] n a person whose job is to 
survey land or buildings. 

survival [sar'vaivl] n -1. the act or process of 
surviving □ the survival of the fittest. -2. some¬ 
thing that has continued to exist from an 
earlier time □ The custom is a survival from the 
Victorian era. 

survive [sar'vaiv] o vt -1. [war, disaster, illness] 

to continue to live or exist after <a difficult 
or dangerous experience> □ The company 
managed to survive the recession. □ Those who 
survived the attack died later from starvation. 
-2. [person] to continue to live after <sb> has 
died □ She is survived by two sons, o vi 
-1. [person] to stay alive in spite of danger, 
illness, accidents etc; Icompany, project] to 
continue to exist in spite of difficulties, es¬ 
pecially lack of money or food □ They sur¬ 
vived for four days in the lifeboat. -2. to deal 
successfully with a difficult situation (infor¬ 
mal use) □ How will we survive without you? 

♦ survive on vt fus to survive on sthg [on food, 

money] to live using sthg, especially when 
this is not much or not enough □ How can 
they survive on so little? □ We should have just 
enough money to survive on. 

survivor [sar'vaivar] n -1. a person who has 
survived a dangerous situation □ the survivors 
of the accident/death camps. -2. a person who 
is able to continue successfully in spite of 
difficulties □ She's a bom survivor. 

susceptible [sa'septabl] adj -1. to be suscep- 
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tible to sthg [to pressure, flattery] to be easily 
influenced by sthg □ Caroline Is extremely sus¬ 
ceptible to criticism. -2. [to infection, disease, in¬ 

jury) likely to be affected by something □ 
Young babies tend to be very susceptible to infec¬ 
tion. 

sushi ['su:Ji] n a Japanese dish consisting of 
pieces of raw fish. 

suspect [vb sa'spekt, adj & n 'sAspekt] o vt 
-1. [motives, theory! to doubt the truth of 
<sthg> □ You surely don't suspect his motives in 
offering to help? -2. to suspect (that)... to think 
that something probably exists, especially 
something bad □ / suspect he knew all along. □ 
The press suspected a cover-up. -3. to think 
that <sb> is guilty of doing something dis¬ 
honest □ / suspect the butler. □ Hudson is sus¬ 
pected of lying to the election committee, 
o adj [package, device, behavior] that makes 
people suspect that something illegal or 
dangerous is intended □ All suspect packages 
should be reported immediately to the police, 
on a person who is suspected of some¬ 
thing, usually a crime □ McClure remains the 
chief suspect in the investigation. 

suspend [ss'spend] vt -1. [object! to hang 
<sthg> from above □ A lamp was suspended 
from the ceiling. -2. [work, service] to stop 
<sthg> happening for a period of time o The 
regime has suspended the repayment of foreign 
debts. -3. [employee, member, player] to re¬ 
move <sb> from their job, club, or other or¬ 
ganization for a period of time; [child, pupil] 

to remove <sb> from school or college for a 
period of time as a punishment □ The officers 
have been suspended from their duties during the 
inquiry. □ The college suspended both students 
for violent behavior. 

suspended animation [ss.spendad-] n a state 
in which the main functions of a body are 
slowed down for a time, e.g. in hibernation. 

suspended sentence n a prison sentence 
that the offender does not serve unless they 
commit another crime within a certain peri¬ 
od of time. 

suspender belt [ss'spends1-] n GB a piece of 
underwear for women that is worn around 
their waist and that suspenders are attached 
to. 

suspenders [s3'spend3rz] npl -1. us [for men] a 
pair of straps worn over the shoulders and 
attached to trousers to keep the trousers up. 
-2. GB [for women] straps for holding stock¬ 
ings up. 

suspense [sa'spens] n a state of excitement or 
anxiety caused by uncertainty about what 
will happen next □ The suspense in his movies 
is amazing. □ / can hardly bear the suspense. ■ to 

keep sb in suspense to keep sb in a state of 
excitement by not telling them something 
that they want to know □ Well, don't keep us 
in suspense, what did he say? 

suspension [sa'spenfn] n -1. [of work, an em¬ 

ployee, pupil] see suspend □ One more infringe¬ 
ment will result in his automatic suspension from 
the team. -2. auto the system of springs that 
support the body of a vehicle on its wheels 

and help to give a smooth ride over uneven 
surfaces. 

suspension bridge n a bridge that is support¬ 
ed by cables attached to towers. 

suspicion [sa'spifn] « -1. a feeling, not based 
on fact, that somebody cannot be trusted □ 
His strange behavior aroused her suspicion. □ She 
looked at him with suspicion. ■ to be under sus¬ 
picion to be suspected of something, usually 
a crime □ The driver is under suspicion of having 
been involved in the theft. -2. an idea that 
somebody is being dishonest or that some¬ 
thing is wrong □ / had a growing suspicion that 
he wasn't telling the truth. □ / don't know who is 
responsible, but I have my suspicions. 

suspicious [sa'spifas] adj -1. [person] who has 
suspicions; who tends not to trust people □ 
I'm suspicious of his motives. □ She gave him a 
suspicious look. -2. [behavior, package] that 
causes one to be suspicious □ a suspicious- 
looking character □ If you see anything suspi¬ 
cious, let me know. □ He was found hanged in 
suspicious circumstances. 

suspiciously [ss'spijssh] adv [ask, behave] see 
suspicious □ Phil's been acting very suspiciously 
of late. 

Sussex I'sAsaks] n a county in southeastern 
England, divided into East and West Sussex. 
size: 3,784 sq kms. population: 1,412,100. 
administrative centers: Lewes, Chichester. 

sustain [sa'stein] vr -1. [interest, activity, rate) to 
maintain <sthg> over a long period □ If the 
present level of growth is sustained... □ a sus¬ 
tained period of pressure. -2. [person] to keep 
<sb> alive; to help or encourage <sb> o 
They had only bread and water to sustain them. □ 
It was only their belief in God that sustained 
them. -3. [injury, damage] to suffer <sthg> □ 
Fortunately the passengers sustained only minor 
injuries. □ The Russian army sustained huge casu¬ 
alties. -4. to support <a weight> (formal use) 
□ The roof couldn't sustain our weight and fell in. 

sustainable [sa'stemabl] adj ecology [source, 

forest) that involves using natural products 
or kinds of energy in ways that do not harm 
the environment. 

sustenance fsAstansns] « the food and drink 
that a person or animal needs to remain 
healthy (formal use). 

suture ['suitJV] « a stitch used to sew up a 
wound. 

svelte [svelt] adj [person, appearance] slim and 
graceful. 

Svengali [sven'gadi] n somebody who has too 
much power and influence over another per¬ 
son, usually encouraging them to act in a 
bad way. 

SW -1. abbr of short wave. -2. abbr of south¬ 
west. 

swab [swob] n a piece of cotton used for 
cleaning wounds or taking samples of body 
fluids. 

swagger ['swaegafl o n a way of walking in 
which one swings one’s body from side to 
side, usually as a sign that one is very confi¬ 
dent and pleased with oneself □ He walked 
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with a swagger, o vt to walk with a swagger 
□ There was Toby, swaggering down the street in 
a top hat. 

Swahili [sws'hidi] o « -1. a member of an Af¬ 
rican people living in Zanzibar and the 
coastal regions of Tanzania and Kenya. -2. a 
language spoken in East and Central Africa, 
o adj: Swahili cooking/poetry. 

swallow ['swdIou] o vt -1. [food, drink, pill] to 
pass <sthg> from the mouth toward the 
stomach by a muscular action in the throat 
□ She swallowed the whiskey in one gulp. -2. 
[story, excuse, lie] to believe <sthg that is not 
true> without doubting it □ / found his story 
hard to swallow. -3. [anger, tears] to stop one¬ 
self from showing <sthg> □ She had to swal¬ 
low her pride and accept his offer. 

o vi to move the muscles in one’s throat to 
swallow something. 
o«-1. a small bird with pointed wings and 
a forked tail that builds a nest of mud. 
-2. [of food, drink] the act of swallowing 
something. 

swam [swa2m] past tense of swim, 

swamp [swrrmp] o n an area of land that is al¬ 
ways fully or partly covered with water, 
o vt -1. [boat, building, town] to cover <an ob¬ 
ject or place> with water, often causing 
damage □ The wave completely swamped the 
small dinghy. -2. to be swamped with sthg 
[with work, calls, tourists] to have too much or 
too many of sthg to deed with at the same 
time □ The town is swamped with tourists in 
summer. 

swan [swDn] n a large white bird with a long 
neck that lives on rivers or lakes, 

swap [swop] (pt & pp swapped, corn swapping) 

o vt -1. to swap sthg with sb to give sthg to 
sb and get something else instead □ He 
swapped places with his sister. □ We swapped 
jobs. ■ to swap two things over or around to 
exchange the places of two things □ She 
swapped their glasses around when he left the 
room. -2. to swap sthg for sthg to replace 
sthg with sthg □ He swapped his car for a com¬ 
puter. o vi: Her chair was too big, and mine was 
too small, so we decided to swap, o n the act 
of swapping something □ A new bike for an 
old camera? — That's a good swap. 

swarm [swo:rm] on-1. [of bees, wasps] a large 
group of insects that are flying together. 
-2. a swarm of people a large group of peo¬ 
ple who are moving all the time □ She was 
surrounded by a swarm of admirers, o vt -1. 
[bees, wasps] to fly in a swarm. -2. [people] to 
fill a place and move around it in a swarm. 
-3. to be swarming [room, town] to be full of 
people or animals moving around □ The 
streets were swarming with tourists. 

swarthy ['swo:rdi] (compar swarthier, superl 
swarthiest) adj [person, face, skin] rather dark, 

swashbuckling ['swofbAklii)] adj [movie, story] 
that is full of adventure, excitement, and 
men who fight with swords, 

swastika ['swristika] « an ancient sign that 
consists of a cross with each end bent at a 

right angle, used as the symbol of the Nazi 
Party. 

swat [swot] (pt & pp swatted, corn swatting) vt 
[fly, bee] to hit <a flying insect> quickly with 
one’s hand or a flat object in order to kill it. 

swatch [swot/] n a small piece of cloth, used 
as a sample. 

swathe [sweid] n [of grass, forest, land] a large 
area of land □ Fires damaged huge swathes of 
southern Spain. 

swathed [sweidd] adj to be swathed in sthg [in 
cloth, bandages] to be wrapped in sthg (liter¬ 
ary use) □ She was swathed in furs. 

swatter ['swnta'] n a tool for swatting insects 
□ a fly swatter. 

sway [swei] o vt -1. [branch, pole, one's hips] to 
make <sthg> move slowly from side to side 
□ They swayed their bodies in time to the music. 
-2. to influence <sb>, especially by giving a 
clever speech or making false promises □ His 
plea for mercy did not sway the judge, o vi: The 
trees swayed in the breeze, o n (formal use) to 
come under the sway of sb/sthg to come un¬ 
der the control or influence of sb/sthg. ■ to 
hold sway (over sb/sthg) to be in a position 
of power or influence (over sb/sthg). 

Swaziland [’swaizilaend] a country in south¬ 
eastern Africa, between South Africa and 
Mozambique, size: 17,363 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 800,000 (Swazis), capital: Mbabane. 
language: English, currency: lilangeni. 

swear [swear] (pt swore, pp sworn) o vt -1. to 
swear (that)... to formally promise that one 
will do something □ / swore (that) I'd never 
make the same mistake again. □ / swear to 
avenge my father's death. ■ to swear alle¬ 
giance/loyalty to sb to formally promise in 
public that one will show allegiance/loyalty 
to sb. ■ to swear an oath to make a formal 
promise in public □ He swore an oath of alle¬ 
giance to the party. -2. law to swear to tell the 
truth to swear in court that one will tell the 
truth □ / swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. -3. to swear (that)... 
to state that something is true in a way that 
shows how strongly one feels about it (infor¬ 
mal use) □ / swear I'll strangle that cat one day. □ 
Monday? I could have sworn it was Tuesday to¬ 
day! 
o vi -1. to state something firmly □ "Are you 
sure?" — "Yes, I swear." -2. to use swear¬ 
words, especially when angry □ It's rude to 
swear. 

♦ swear by vt fus to swear by sthg [remedy, 
method] to use and trust sthg because one 
believes it works □ My mother always swears 
by these throat pastilles. 

♦ swear in vt sep to swear sb in [president, 
jury, witness] to make sb swear an oath be¬ 
fore taking up an official position □ The new 
president was sworn in yesterday. 

swearword ['swe3rw3:rd] n a word that is con¬ 
sidered offensive. 

sweat [swet] o n -1. the clear salty liquid that 
comes out of a person’s skin when they are 
hot □ / woke up covered in sweat. □ He had 
sweat pouring down his back. -2. to be a sweat 
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to be unpleasant hard work (informal use) □ 
Roofing is a real sweat. -3. to be in a sweat to 
be very anxious about something (informal 
use) □ / was in a real sweat about it. o vi -1. to 
have sweat coming out of one’s skin □ She 
was sweating from the intense heat. -2. to wor¬ 
ry (informal use) □ Don't tell them yet; let's make 
them sweat for a while. 

sweatband ['swetbaend] n a piece of cloth 
worn around one’s wrist or forehead when 
playing sport or exercising to prevent sweat 
from getting into one’s eyes or to wipe it 
away. 

sweater ['sweta'] b a piece of clothing, usually 
made of wool, that covers the upper part of 
one’s body and one’s arms. 

sweatshirt ['swetf3:rt] n a thick cotton pull¬ 
over with long sleeves and a soft lining on 
the inside. 

sweatshop ['swetjop] « a factory or workshop 
where people work long hours for low pay 
in poor conditions. 

sweatsuit ['swetsuit] n US a set of warm loose 
clothes made of soft thick cotton, worn to 
do sports in or to relax in. 

sweaty ['sweti] (compar sweatier, superl 
sweatiest) adj -1. [skin, body, clothing] that is 
covered in sweat; that smells of sweat □ V\/e 
get very sweaty playing squash. -2. [place, activ¬ 

ity] that causes somebody to sweat □ / don't 
want to go to some sweaty nightclub. 

swede [swi:d] n GB a large round root vegeta¬ 
ble that is brown or purple outside and yel¬ 
low inside. 

Swede « a person who comes from Sweden. 

Sweden [’swi:dn] a country in Scandinavia, on 
the Baltic Sea. It is a neutral country, size: 
450,000 sq kms. population: 8,700,000 
(Swedes, Swedish), capital: Stockholm, lan¬ 
guage: Swedish, currency: Swedish krona. 

Swedish ['swiidij] o « a language spoken in 
Sweden and parts of Finland, o npl the Swe¬ 
dish people who come from Sweden, o adj: 
see Sweden. 

sweep [swi:p] (pt & pp swept) o vf -1. [floor, 

carpet, streets] to remove the dirt on <a sur- 
face> by pushing a brush or broom across 
it; [litter, leaves, crumbs] to clean away <dirt 
or rubbish> in this way □ Could someone 
sweep the kitchen? □ John was sweeping the 
dust into a pile. -2. [room, area, sky] to move 
quickly across <a place> □ His gaze/the 
searchlight swept the horizon. -3. [country, com¬ 

munity] to spread throughout the people in 
<a large area> very quickly □ A new fashion/ 
virus is sweeping America. -4. [person, building] 

to search <sb/sthg> for weapons or micro¬ 
phones, using electronic equipment. -5. [per¬ 

son, money, books] to push <sb/sthg> with a 
powerful movement in a particular direction 
□ He swept the papers off the desk. □ The sailors 
were swept overboard. 

o vi [rain, emotion, person] to move quickly 
and powerfully in a particular direction □ A 
hurricane swept through the town. □ A tide of na¬ 
tionalism swept through the country. □ She swept 
past me without a glance. 

o b -1. a long and powerful movement, e.g. 
of one’s arm or hand □ "This is all mine," she 
said, with a broad sweep of her hand. -2. the act 
of sweeping something with a brush □ / gave 
the floor a quick sweep. -3. a person whose 
job is to clean the soot from inside chim¬ 

neys. 
♦ sweep aside vt sep to sweep sthg aside [ad¬ 

vice, objection] to refuse to pay attention to 
sthg □ He swept aside my objections. 

♦ sweep away vt sep to sweep sthg away 
[building, obstruction, idea] to destroy sthg 
completely □ Several houses were swept away 
in the flood. 

♦ sweep up o vt sep to sweep sthg up [rub¬ 
bish, dirt] to remove sthg with a brush or 
broom □ Sweep those crumbs up off the floor! 
o vi: I swept up after the party. 

sweeper ['swi:par] n -1. in soccer, a player 
who stands behind other defending players. 
-2. US a vacuum cleaner. 

sweeping ['swiipig] adj -1. [changes, cuts] that 
are large and important, and affect many 
things or people □ The new government has 
promised sweeping reforms. -2. [statement, gen¬ 
eralization] that is too general to be true (dis¬ 
approving use) □ He was making sweeping gen¬ 
eralizations about older women. -3. [curve, move¬ 
ment] that is long and wide □ His paintings are 
full of broad sweeping bands of color. 

sweepstake ['swirpsteik] n a form of gam¬ 
bling, often based on a horse race, in which 
players pay for tickets with contestants’ 
names on them. All the money paid is given 
as a prize to the holder(s) of the winning 
ticket(s). 

sweet [swi:t] o adj -1. [food, drink, flavor] that 
has a taste like sugar □ It's too sweet. □ a 
sweet white wine. -2. [success, victory] that 
feels pleasing or satisfying □ Revenge is 
sweet. □ a sweet feeling of satisfaction. -3. 
[smell, air] that smells pleasant □ a bunch of 
sweet-smelling roses. -4. [song, voice, sound] 

that sounds pleasant and gentle □ the sweet 
song of the nightingale. -5. [person, nature] that 
shows a kind and pleasant character □ That's 
very sweet of you. □ He was very sweet to me. 
-6. [smile, face, puppy] that is attractive and 
charming □ What a sweet little baby! 

o n GB -1. sweet food served as the last part 
of a meal □ Who would like more sweet? □ the 
sweet course/menu. -2. a small piece of sweet 
food made of sugar, chocolate etc □ a bag of 
sweets. 

sweet-and-sour adj [sauce, chicken, pork] that 
has a mixture of both sweet and sour tastes. 

sweet corn b yellow seeds of com, cooked 
and eaten as a vegetable. 

sweeten ['swi:tn] vt [mixture, coffee] to make 
<food or drink> taste sweet by adding sug¬ 
ar, honey etc to it. 

sweetener (‘swhtna’] b -1. a substance used 
instead of sugar to sweeten something □ an 
artificial sweetener. -2. something given or of¬ 
fered to make a situation more acceptable 
(informal use) □ a cash/financial sweetener. 

sweetheart ['swi:tha:rt] n -1. a word used to 
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talk to somebody one loves □ Bye, sweet¬ 
heart! -2. a boyfriend or girlfriend □ His wife, 
Laura, had been his childhood sweetheart. 

sweetheart contract us, sweetheart agree¬ 
ment AUS n an industrial agreement reached 
by direct discussion between workers and 
their employer. 

sweetly f'swixtli] adv [smile, sing] see sweet □ a 
sweetly innocent child. 

sweet pea n a climbing garden plant that has 
colorful sweet-smelling flowers, 

sweet potato n the root of a tropical climb¬ 
ing plant, cooked and eaten as a vegetable, 

sweet-talk vt to persuade <sb> to do some¬ 
thing by saying pleasant things, making 
promises etc □ They sweet-talked me into 
babysitting on Saturday night. 

sweet tooth n to have a sweet tooth to like 
foods that are sweet. 

swell [swel] (pt swelled, pp swollen or swelled) 
o vi -1. to swell (up) [wrist, face] to become 
bigger than usual, especially because of inju¬ 
ry or illness □ Her ankle had swollen to twice its 
normal size. -2. [lungs, balloon] to become 
rounded in shape as a result of being filled 
with air □ The sails swelled (out) in the wind. 
-3. [membership, crowd, town] to become larg¬ 
er in number or size □ During the 40s the city 
swelled considerably. -4. [music, voices] to be¬ 
come louder □ The shouting swelled to a deaf¬ 
ening roar. -5. [person] to be filled with an 
emotion □ She/Her heart swelled with pride, 
o vt [membership, crowd] to make <sthg> 
larger in number or size □ The new intake has 
swelled our numbers considerably. □ Heavy rains 
have swollen the river to twice its normal size, 
o n the movement of the surface of the sea 
as it goes up and down, 

swelling [’swelig] n -1. [of somebody's wrist, 

face] see swell □ The drugs will reduce any swell¬ 
ing. -2. an area of one’s body that has swol¬ 
len □ He had a nasty swelling on his arm. 

sweltering [’sweltarig] adj [heat, day, person] 

that feels uncomfortably hot □ It's sweltering 
in here. 

swept [swept] past tense & past participle of 
sweep. 

swerve [sw3:rv] vi [car, truck, driver] to move to 
the left or right suddenly when going for¬ 
ward, especially to avoid something □ The 
ball swerved around the defenders and into the 
goal. □ / had to swerve to avoid hitting him. 

swift [swift] o adj -1. [movement, glance] that 
is quick and uses little effort □ He's a swift 
runner. -2. [action, payment, response] that hap¬ 
pens without delay □ Matt was always swift to 
point out other people's mistakes, o n a small 
brown bird with narrow wings and a Y- 
shaped tail that flies very fast, 

swiftly [’swiftli] adv [move, act, respond] see 
swift □ Vv'e must act swiftly and decisively. 

swiftness [’swiftnas] n [of a movement, action, 

response] see swift □ The swiftness of the reply 
took Morton by surprise. 

swig [swig] (pt & pp swigged, cont swigging) 
(informal use) o vt [whiskey, beer] to drink 

<sthg> quickly in large amounts □ Marty sat 
at the bar swigging vodka, o n [of brandy, gin] a 
large mouthful of drink □ She took a large 
swig of her drink. 

swill [swil] o n a liquid mixture containing 
waste food that is given to pigs, o vt GB to 
move a liquid around or over <sthg> usually 
in order to clean it □ Swill the bucket out when 
you've finished with it. 

swim [swim] (pt swam, pp swum, cont swim¬ 
ming) o vi -1. [person, animal, fish] to move 
through water by moving the arms and legs 
□ Help! I can't swim! □ We used to swim in the 
lake. -2. [room, objects] to appear to move 
around, usually because one is tired, ill etc □ 
Suddenly everything started to swim before her 
eyes. □ My head was swimming, o n a period 
spent swimming □ / always feel better after a 
swim. □ Why don't we go for a swim? 

swimmer ['swims1] n a person who can swim 
or is swimming □ a champion/good swimmer. 

swimming [’swimig] n the activity or sport of 
moving through the water using one’s arms 
and legs □ Swimming is one of my favorite pas¬ 
times. □ We went swimming in the ocean. 

swimming baths npl GB an indoor public 
swimming pool. 

swimming cap n a tight, hat used to keep 
one’s hair dry when one is swimming. 

swimming costume n GB a single tight piece 
of clothing worn by women for swimming. 

swimming pool « a place built for people to 
swim in, consisting of a large hole in the 
ground filled with water □ an indoor/outdoor 
swimming pool. 

swimming trunks npl a piece of clothing 
similar to short trousers or underwear, worn 
by men for swimming □ a pair of swimming 
trunks. 

swimsuit [’swimsuit] « a single tight piece of 
clothing worn by women for swimming or 
lying in the sun. 

swindle [’swindl] o vt to get money or some¬ 
thing valuable from <sb> by deceiving or 
tricking them □ We've been swindled. □ Too of¬ 
ten the elderly are swindled out of their life sav¬ 
ings. on a situation or act in which some¬ 
body is swindled □ The whole thing's a com¬ 
plete swindle! 

swine [swain] n a person who one thinks is 
very unpleasant (informal use) □ You swine! 

swing [swig] (pt 8z pp swung) o vt -1. [hips, 

arms] to make <sthg> move backward and 
forward or from side to side from a fixed 
point □ Justin was sitting on the wall swinging 
his feet. -2. [vehicle, door] to cause <sthg> to 
turn in a particular direction suddenly □ Bob 
lifted the bag up and swung it over his shoulder. 
□ He swung the car round to the left. 
o vi -1. [legs, arms] to move from a fixed 
point □ The window was swinging in the wind. 
-2. [vehicle, person] to turn in a particular di¬ 
rection □ The car swung into the driveway. □ 
The door swung open. □ He swung around to 
face me. -3. to swing at sb to try to hit sb 
with one’s fist or a weapon. -4. [mood, opin- 
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ion] to change to the opposite of what it was 
before □ Mary's moods tended to swing from 
optimism to deep despair. □ The Party is in dan¬ 
ger of swinging even further to the right. 
On-1. games a seat that hangs by ropes or 
chains from a frame, tree branch etc, on 
which children can play by swinging back¬ 
ward and forward □ a garden/playground 
swing. -2. [in somebody's opinion, mood] a big 
change in somebody’s opinions or in the 
way that people vote □ a (10%) swing to the 
right □ a mood swing. -3. [of somebody's hips, 

arms, a pendulum] the movement of some¬ 
thing that swings. -4. to take a swing at sb 
to try to hit sb with one’s fist or a weapon 
(informal use). -5. to be in full swing [campaign, 

party] to be at a very active stage □ By the 
time we arrived, the party was already in full 
swing. ■ to get into the swing of sthg to get 
used to sthg and feel fully involved in it □ I'll 
need a few days to get into the swing of things. 

swing bridge « a bridge that is fixed to the 
middle of a river, not the edges, so that it 
can be turned to let ships pass. 

swing door n a door that opens in both di¬ 
rections and closes by itself. 

swingeing ['swind3ir)] adj GB swingeing cuts/ 
cutbacks cuts/cutbacks that have a very se¬ 
vere effect. 

swinging ['swirjirfl adj -1. [party, place] that is 
lively and enjoyable. -2. [lifestyle, time] that is 
lively, fashionable, and not strict in any way 
□ the swinging sixties. 

swinging voter n AUS a person who has not 
yet decided who to vote for in a particular 
election. 

swing set « US a metal frame with swings at¬ 
tached to it for children to play on. 

swipe [swaip] o « to take a swipe at sb/sthg 
to hit or try to hit sb/sthg with an uncon¬ 
trolled swinging movement of one’s arm. 
o vt to steal <sthg>, usually by taking it 
quickly (informal use) □ Someone's swiped my 
pen! o vi to swipe at sthg to take a swipe at 
sthg □ He swiped at the wasp with his news¬ 
paper. 

swirl [sw3:rl] o vt [drink, water] to make <a liq- 
uid> move around a lot in a fast uncon¬ 
trolled way. o vi [snow, water, dust] to keep 
moving around in a fast uncontrolled way □ 
The crowd swirled around her. o n the move¬ 
ment or shape of something that swirls. 

Swiss [swis] {pi Swiss) n & adj: see Switzer¬ 
land. 

swiss roll n GB a thin piece of sponge cake 
covered with jelly, cream etc and rolled up 
into a cylinder shape. 

swiss steak n US a thick piece of steak that is 
beaten flat, covered in flour, and cooked in 
a sauce. 

switch [switj] o n -1. [on a radio, stereo, heater] 

a small device for turning an electric current 
on and off □ a light switch □ Turn the switch 
on/off. -2. [in direction, plans] a sudden or un¬ 
expected change □ a policy switch. -3. US rail 

a device for moving a train from one track 
to another track. 
o vt -1. to switch jobs/courses etc to change 
from one job/course etc to another, usually 
suddenly □ Would you mind switching places 
with me? ■ to switch one's attention to sthg 

to stop paying attention to one thing and 
start paying attention to sthg else. -2. to 

switch labels/suitcases etc to secretly replace 
one label/suitcase etc with another, 
o vi to change from one thing to another 
thing of the same type, usually suddenly □ 
I'm thinking of switching from cigarettes to a 
pipe. □ Can we switch to the other channel? 

♦ switch off o vt sep to switch sthg off [radio, 

light, machine] to make sthg stop working by 
pressing or turning a switch □ Switch off the 
TV before you go to bed. o vi to stop paying 
attention to somebody or something (infor¬ 
mal use) □ When I try to talk to him, he just 
switches off. 

♦ switch on vt sep to switch sthg on [radio, 

light, machine] to make sthg start working by 
pressing or turning a switch □ How do you 
switch the heating on? 

switchblade [’switjbleid] n US a knife with a 
blade inside the handle that comes out sud¬ 
denly when one presses a button. 

switchboard ['switJboTd] n a piece of equip¬ 
ment in an office building, hospital, hotel 
etc that receives and transfers telephone 
calls; the people who work this equipment 
□ She works on the switchboard. □ / got through 
to the switchboard. 

switchboard operator n a person who 
works on a switchboard. 

Switzerland ['switsodand] a mountainous 
country in central Europe, between France, 
Germany, Austria, and Italy. It is a neutral 
country, size: 41,293 sq kms. population: 
7,000,000 {Swiss), capital: Bern, language: 
French, German, Italian, Romansch. curren¬ 
cy: Swiss franc. 

swivel ['swivl] (us pt & pp swiveled, cont swiv¬ 

eling, GB pt St pp swivelled, cont swivelling) 

o vf [chair, head] to turn <sthg> around a 
central point so that it faces in a different 
direction □ Merton swiveled his chair around to 
face them, o vi [chair, head] She swiveled 
around. 

swivel chair n a chair that can swivel. 

swollen ['swoolon] o past participle of swell, 

o adj -1. [ankle, face] that is bigger than 
usual, especially because of injury or illness 
□ My glands feel swollen. -2. [river, stream] that 
is very full because it contains more water 
than usual, e.g. after heavy rain. 

swoon [swum] vi -1. to faint (literary use). 
-2. to be strongly affected by happiness, ex¬ 
citement etc (humorous use) □ Before, they all 
used to swoon over Elvis Presley. 

swoop [swu:p] o vi -1. [plane, bird] to fly down 
suddenly in a smooth steep curve □ The gulls 
swooped down to pick up the bread. -2. [police, 

troops] to carry out a sudden unexpected at¬ 
tack □ Customs officials swooped on the tiny 
boat, o n -1. [of a bird, plane] the movement 
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of something that swoops. ■ in one fell 
swoop suddenly and all at the same time □ / 
lost all my savings in one fell swoop. -2. [by po¬ 

lice, troops] a sudden unexpected attack, 

swop [swop] n, vt, & vi = swap, 

sword [so:rd] n a weapon that consists of a 
long narrow blade with a handle at one 
end. ■ to cross swords with sb to disagree 
and argue with sb □ They'd already crossed 
swords over the budget deficit. 

swordfish ['so:rdfif] (j?l swordfish or sword¬ 
fishes) n a large saltwater fish with a very 
long pointed upper jaw that is like a sword, 

swordsman ['soTdzman] {pi swordsmen [-man]) 

n a man who is skilled at using a sword to 
fight. 

swore [swo:r] past tense of swear, 

sworn [swo:rn] o past participle of swear, o adj 
-1. to be sworn enemies to hate each other 
in a way that is unlikely to change. -2. law a 
sworn statement a statement that is made 
formally under oath. 

swot [swDt] {pt & pp swotted, cont swotting) 
GB o vi to spend a lot of time studying (in¬ 
formal use) □ I'm swotting for my exams, o « a 
person who swots (informal and disapproving 
use). 

♦ swot up o vt sep to swot sthg up [French, 

math, current affairs] to study sthg very hard, 
especially for an exam (informal use), o vi: 
He's swotting up on his geography. 

swum [swAm] past participle of swim, 

swung [swArfi past tense & past participle of 
swing. 

sycamore ['sikamo:r] « a sycamore (tree) a tree 
with leaves that have five points and seeds 
in the shape of two wings, 

sycophant ['sikofaent] « a person who is full 
of false praise for people in positions of 
power, in order to gain an advantage (formal 
use). 

Sydney ['sidrn] Australia’s largest city, and a 
major port in New South Wales, population: 
3,596,000. 

syllable ['sibbl] n a word or a part of a word 
that consists of a vowel sound with a con¬ 
sonant sound before or after it □ words of 
one syllable. 

syllabub ['silabAb] n a dish made from sweet¬ 
ened cream mixed with wine, 

syllabus [’silabas] {pi syllabuses or syllabi [ bai]) 

n a list of the subjects or writers and books 
that are studied in a particular course of 
study □ Kafka is not on the syllabus this year. 

symbol ['simbl] n -1. [of peace, a company, party] 

an image, shape, person, or object that is 
used to suggest or represent something else 
such as an idea or movement □ White is a 
symbol of purity. □ The symbol of the party was a 
white cross on a red background. □ The town has 
become a symbol of the new Spain. -2. [in chem¬ 

istry, math etc] a mark, sign, letter etc that is 
officially used to represent something □ Pb is 
the symbol for lead. □ the dollar symbol. 

symbolic [sim'bDlik] adj -1. that suggests or 

represents something □ The colors of the flag 
are symbolic of the country's different cultural tra¬ 
ditions. -2. [gesture, ritual] that has litde practi¬ 
cal effect but is important from an emotion¬ 
al, psychological etc point of view □ The 
prize money was symbolic, really. It didn't amount 
to very much. -3. [painting, film] that uses sym¬ 
bols to represent ideas, feelings etc. 

symbolism ['simbslizm] n the use of symbols, 
especially in art, literature, and movies, to 
represent ideas, feelings etc. 

symbolize, -ise ['simbalaiz] vt [union, attitude, 

happiness] to be a symbol of <sthg> □ / don't 
know what it's supposed to symbolize. 

symmetrical [sa'metrikl] adj [shape, design, 

face] that has two halves that are exactly the 
same in size and shape, 

symmetry ['simatri] n the state of being sym¬ 
metrical. 

sympathetic [,simpa'0etik] adj -1. [person, atti¬ 

tude] that shows sympathy for somebody in 
a difficult situation □ a sympathetic smile. □ 
Chris was very sympathetic about the whole 
situation. -2. [response, leader] that shows ap¬ 
proval and a willingness to support some¬ 
thing □ The public is generally sympathetic to the 
strikers' demands. -3. [person] who is pleasant 
and easy to like □ He's a sympathetic kind of 
person. 

sympathize, -ise ['simp30aiz] vi -1. to feel sor¬ 
ry for somebody when something bad has 
happened to them □ We all sympathize with 
you at this sad time. □ / do sympathize, Peggy, I 
really do. -2. to feel or show understanding 
of somebody’s situation, beliefs etc □ It's 
sometimes hard to sympathize when he com¬ 
plains so much all the time. □ We fully sympa¬ 
thize with your predicament. -3. to approve of 
and be willing to support something □ Most 
of us sympathize with their objectives, if not with 
their methods. 

sympathizer, -iser ['simp30aiz3r] « a person 
who supports an organization, political par¬ 
ty etc without belonging to it □ a Com¬ 
munist/Fascist sympathizer. 

sympathy ['simp30i] n -1. [for somebody] 

understanding and pity for somebody in a 
difficult situation □ a message of sympathy □ 
The homeless enjoy widespread public sympathy. 
□ / have a lot of sympathy for him. -2. [with an 

attitude] agreement with something □ / feel a 
certain sympathy with their aims. □ I'm broadly in 
sympathy with what she says/her beliefs. -3. 
[with a person, organization] support for a per¬ 
son or group of people □ The pilots have come 
out in sympathy with the ground crew. □ Stu¬ 
dents staged a demonstration in sympathy. 

♦ sympathies tip! -1. feelings of approval and 
support □ My sympathies lie with the Left. -2. 
an expression of sympathy at a time of sad¬ 
ness, usually after somebody’s death □ 
Please accept my sincerest sympathies. 

symphonic [sim'fDnik] adj [music, orchestra] see 
symphony. 

symphony ['simfam] {pi symphonies) tt a long 
piece of classical music, usually in four 
parts, that is written for a large orchestra. 
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symphony orchestra « a large orchestra that 
plays symphonies and other classical music, 

symposium [sim'poozjsm] (pi symposiums or 
symposia [-zja]) n a formal meeting at which 
experts discuss a particular subject of inter¬ 
est. 

symptom ['simptsm] n -1. medicine [of typhoid, 

stress] a change in one’s body that is a sign 
of an illness or disease □ / had all the symp¬ 
toms of the flu. -2. [of a decline, recession] a 
sign that a particular problem exists □ its a 
symptom of an underlying conflict. 

symptomatic [.simpts'maetik] adj to be symp¬ 
tomatic of sthg to be a sign of sthg bad □ It's 
symptomatic of a much deeper problem. 

synagogue ['sinagog] « a building where Jew¬ 
ish people meet for religious worship, 

sync [sirjk] n out of/in sync not properly/prop¬ 
erly synchronized (informal use) □ The sound 
was out of sync with the pictures. 

synchromesh gearbox [.sirjkroomeJ-] n a gear¬ 
box with a device that allows the gears to be 
changed smoothly. 

synchronize, -ise [’sirjkrsnaiz] vt -1. to make 
<two or more things> happen, work etc at 
the same time or speed □ The soundtrack and 
action have not been synchronized yet. -2. to set 
<watches> so that they show exactly the 
same time. 

synchronized swimming [.sigkranaizd ] n a 
sport in which teams of two or more swim¬ 
mers carry out movements in the water at 
the same time in order to form patterns, 

syncopated ['sirjkspeitad] adj [music, rhythm] in 
which beats that are usually weak are made 
stronger. 

syncopation [.sirjka'peijn] n the process of 
making beats syncopated, 

syndicate [« 'smdokat, vh 'sindokeit] On a 
group of people or companies that join to¬ 
gether for a particular purpose □ a crime syn¬ 
dicate □ a syndicate of local businessmen, o vt 
journalism [article, photograph] to sell <sthg> 
to several different newspapers, magazines 
etc for publication □ His column was syndicat¬ 
ed all over Europe. 

syndrome ['sindroum] n -1. medicine a particu¬ 
lar set of symptoms that is typical of a 
physical or mental disorder □ Tourette's Syn¬ 
drome. -2. a particular pattern of events, ac¬ 
tivity, behavior etc that is typical of a condi¬ 
tion or state □ She's suffering from the classic 
"I'm 40 and where has my life gone" syndrome! 

synergy ['sina^i] (pi synergies) n the effect 
that is produced when two people or things 
are combined so that each works better □ 
One benefit of the merger will be greater syner¬ 
gy■ 

synod ['sinad] n an official meeting of mem¬ 
bers of a church that takes place regularly to 
discuss and decide church matters. 

synonym ['smanim] n a word or phrase that 
has the same meaning as another word or 
phrase in the same language □ "Out of work" 
is a synonym of or for "unemployed”. 
NOTE: Compare antonym. 

synonymous [sa'nDnamss] adj -1. [word, phrase] 

that has the same meaning as another word 
or phrase □ The two words are synonymous. □ 
"Small" is sometimes synonymous with “little". 
-2. to be synonymous with sthg to be very 
closely connected with sthg □ Our name has 
come to be synonymous with quality. 

synopsis [sa'nopsas] (pi synopses.f-si:z]) n [of a 

movie, play] a summary of a story □ He gave 
us a brief synopsis of the plot. 

syntax f'sintaeks] n the rules of grammar used 
in the ordering of words to form phrases or 
sentences. 

synthesis ['sinOasas] (pi syntheses [-si:z]) n a 
combination of different parts or elements p 
Her ideas are a synthesis of Freudian and Jungian 
theories. 

synthesize, -ise ['sin0asaiz] vt -1. biology & 

chemistry [vitamins, proteins, hormones] to pro¬ 
duce <a substance> by using chemical or 
biological reactions, either artificially or 
naturally. -2. [ideas, theories, experiences] to 
put <different things> together to produce 
something new. 

synthesizer ['sin0asaizar] n an electronic in¬ 
strument that can produce many different 
sounds and is usually played with a key¬ 
board. 

synthetic [sin'0etik] adj [fiber, rubber, pearl] that 
has been made using chemicals and is not 
nafural. 

syphilis ['sifalas] n a very serious disease that 
is spread from a parent to a child or by hav¬ 
ing sex with somebody. 

syphon ['saifn] « & vt = siphon. 

Syria ['siria] a country in the Middle East, on 
the Mediterranean Sea south of Turkey, size: 
185,000 sq kms. population: 13,500,000 
(Syrians), capital: Damascus, language: Ara¬ 
bic. currency: Syrian pound. 

Syrian ['sirian] n & adj: see Syria. 

syringe [sa'nnd3] (cont syringeing or syringing) 
o n a medical instrument that consists of a 
hollow tube with a needle attached to it 
that liquid can be forced through. It is used 
to inject drugs and take blood samples □ a 
heedle and syringe, o vt [ear, wound] to clean 
<sthg> using a syringe. 

syrup ['snap] n -1. a sweet liquid, usually 
made from sugar and water, that is used in 
cans of fruit. -2. a thick, sweet, pale-yellow 
liquid made from sugar a maple syrup. 

system ['sistam] n -1. [for doin'g something] a 
method of organizing or doing something 
that follows a fixed plan or process □ We're 
introducing a new system of invoicing in October. 
□ a filing system □ a system for producing syn¬ 
thetic DNA. -2. [for counting, measuring] a set of 
rules, especially in mathefnatics or science, 
for counting or measuring things □ the deci¬ 
mal system. -3. [for traveling, communicating] a 
part of an organization or society that is or¬ 
ganized in a particular way □ the American 
banking/legal system □ a communications sys¬ 

tem. -4. technology & electricity different 
pieces of equipment that work together as a 
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whole □ a ventilation/stereo/security system □ 
The alarm system went off. □ We are installing a 
new computer system. -5. the system the way 
a country is run and the institutions in it 
that control and seem to^limit people’s lives 
□ it's no use fighting against the system. -6. [in 

somebody's body] a 'group of organs in the 
body that work together, to perform a par¬ 
ticular function □ the digestive system. -7. an 
organized and careful way of" doing things □ 
There's no system to his work.'.^8. to get sthg 
out of one’s system to do something so that 
one stops thinking about or feeling sthg and 
can give one’s attention to other things (in¬ 
formal use) □ Talking about it is a good way of 
getting it out of your system. 

systematic fisista'mastik] adj [search, approach] 

that is carefully organized and follows a 
clear system □ Harris ordered the systematic de¬ 
struction of all files relating to the case. □ Jean is 
extremely systematic in her approach to work. 

systematize, -ise [‘sistamataiz] vt GB [work, ap¬ 

proach, search] to organize <sthg> so that it 
follows a logical system, 

system disk tt a computer disk that holds the 
system software. 

systems analyst n a person who studies 
business and industrial operations and uses 
a computer to find ways of making them 
more efficient. 

systems engineer « a computer expert who 
helps an organization when they are start¬ 
ing to use a new computer system, 

system software n a collection of programs 
that make it possible to use a computer sys¬ 
tem and that control its performance. 

t [ti:] (pi t’s or ts), T [ti:] (pi T’s or Ts) n the 
twentieth letter of the English alphabet. 

TA tt abbr of Territorial Army, 

tab [taeb] n -1. a small piece of cloth or paper 
that is attached to something to identify it □ 
a name tab. -2. [on a can] a small strip of met¬ 
al that one pulls to open a can. □ 'Pull tab to 
open.' -3. US [in a restaurant] the bill for 
something, e.g. for a meal in a restaurant. ■ 
to pick up the tab to pay the bill for some¬ 
thing □ / was left to pick up the tab! -4. comput¬ 
ing = tab key. -5. phrase to keep tabs on sb to 
watch the movements and actions of sb 
closely, especially because one does not 
trust them □ The police have been keeping tabs 
on Thurloe's movements. 

Tabasco sauce™ [ta.baeskou-] n a very hot 
red sauce made from chili peppers, used to 
add flavor to food and drink. 

tabby [ taebi] {pi tabbies) n a tabby (cat) a cat 
with gray or brown fur and dark stripes, 

tabernacle ['tEebarnaekl] n a container used in a 
Catholic church to keep the bread and wine 
for communion in. 

tab key n a key on a computer keyboard for 
moving the cursor to any of a series of fixed 
positions to make tables, lists etc. 

table ['teibl] o « -1. a piece of furniture con¬ 
sisting of a flat horizontal surface supported 
by one or more legs and used to put things 
on or to sit at, especially for meals □ a 

kitchen/bedside table. -2. [of figures] sets of 
facts, figures, or information arranged in a 
series of columns □ a multiplication table □ Turn 
to the table on page three. -3. phrase to turn the 

tables on sb to take control of a situation 
from sb else so that they are placed in the 
weaker position as a result □ Mr Gomez 
turned the tables on his former employers by go¬ 
ing public. 
o vt -1. US [proposal, report] to leave <sthg> 
for discussion' or consideration at a later 
date □ The matter has been tabled until we re¬ 
ceive further evidence. -2. GB [motion, amend¬ 

ment, question] to present <sthg> formally 
for debate, discussion, or an answer □ The 
motion that has been tabled for discussion today 
is... 

tableau [’taebloo] (pi tableaux [-z] or tableaus 

[-z]) « a representation, usually on stage, of 
a famous or historical event by people in 
costume whio do not move or speak, 

tablecloth ['teiblklD0] n a piece of cloth used 
to cover a table, especially during meals, 

table d'hote [,ta:bl'dout] « the table d'hote a 
complete meal served in a restaurant that 
consists of a limited- choice of dishes at a 
fixed price. . 
NOTE: Compare a la carte, 

table football n GB a game played by two or 
four people on a table with rods across it 
that are moved by Handles. The players try 
to score goals by . hitting a ball with figures 
of soccer playere attached to. the-tods, 

table lamp n an electric lamp for placing on a 
table to light an area of a room, 

table licence « GB a license for a restaurant, 
hotel etc to sell alcoholic drinks with meals, 

table linen n a collective term for tablecloths 
and napkins. 

table manners npl the way somebody be¬ 
haves when they are eating a meal, especial¬ 
ly when they are with other people □ That 
child has very good/bad table manners. 

table mat n a small mat placed under hot 
dishes or plates to protect a table, 

table of contents n a list at the beginning of 
a book that shows the different sections it 
contains. 

table salt n salt that is finer than cooking 
salt, used for adding to food during a meal, 

tablespoon ['teiblspuin] n a large spoon used 
e.g. for eating soup or serving food; the 
amount such a spoon can hold, 

tablet ['tasblat] n -1. [of stone] a flat piece of 
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stone that has had words cut into it □ a 
stone tablet. -2. [of soap] a small bar of soap. 
-3. medicine a small, round, solid piece of 
medicine that is taken by mouth □ Take two 
tablets twice a day. 

table tennis n a game like tennis played on a 
special table by two or four people who use 
bats to hit a light plastic ball over a net that 
runs across the middle of the table. 

tableware ['teiblweaf n a collective term for 
the objects used to eat a meal at a table, e.g. 
plates, glasses, and knives. 

table wine « wine that is intended for drink¬ 
ing with a meal. 

tabloid ['taebbid] « a tabloid (newspaper) a 
popular newspaper printed on small pages 
that contains little serious news. ■ the tab¬ 
loid press a collective term for tabloid news¬ 
papers. 
NOTE: Compare broadsheet. 

taboo [ta'bu:] (pi taboos) o « a social custom 
or religious rule that forbids certain actions, 
language, behavior etc because they are con¬ 
sidered to be offensive or embarrassing, 
o adj [subject, word] that is forbidden by a 
taboo. 

tabulate [’taebjaleit] vt [facts, figures, information] 
to arrange <sthg> in a series of columns or 
lists. 

tachograph [US 'taeksgraef, GB -graif] n a de¬ 
vice for recording the speed of a bus, truck 
etc and the distance it has traveled. 

tachometer [tae'kDmsta1) « a device used to 
measure the speed of a vehicle by finding 
out the rate at which the engine is turning. 

tacit ['taesst] adj [agreement, admission, support] 
that is accepted or understood, but is not 
expressed in words (formal use) □ His silence 
was taken as tacit approval of the proposal. 

taciturn [’tass3t3:rn] adj [person] who seems 
unfriendly and shows no desire to speak 
(formal use). 

tack [task] o n -1. a short metal nail with a 
large flat head a a carpet tack. -2. sailing a di¬ 
rection followed by a boat or ship with the 
wind blowing toward one side of it. -3. a 
way of dealing with a problem, situation etc 
□ Let's try a different tack. □ The committee has 
changed tack several times on this issue already, 
o vt -1. [note, poster] to attach <sthg> with a 
tack or tacks to a wall, door etc □ The notice 
was tacked to the door. -2. [hem, sleeves] to 
fasten or join <sthg> with long loose 
stitches before sewing it properly, o vi sail¬ 
ing to change from one tack to another □ 
The boat tacked to starboard. 

♦ tack on vt sep to tack sthg on [clause, chap¬ 
ter, paragraph] to add sthg to something that 
is complete, often in a careless or unsatisfac¬ 
tory way □ A final paragraph had been tacked on 
at the end of the report. 

tackle ['taekl] o vt -1. [job, problem, fire] to deal 
with <sthg difficult> in a direct way □ / sup¬ 
pose we ought to tackle the cleaning at some 
point today. -2. sport [in soccer, hockey] to take 
or try to take the ball away from <an oppo¬ 

nents [in football, rugby] to take hold of and 
bring <an opponent> to the ground when 
they are carrying the ball. -3. [burglar, lion] to 
try to stop <a person or animal>, especially 
by attacking them □ The police don’t recom¬ 
mend tackling intruders. -4. [boss, neighbor] to 
speak to <sb> to ask them frankly about 
something difficult or embarrassing □ / still 
haven't tackled him about giving me a day off. □ / 
tackled her about or on the issue of repayments. 

On-1. sport an act of tackling an opponent 
□ a rugby tackle. -2. [for an activity] the equip¬ 
ment used for a particular sport or activity, 
especially fishing □ fishing tackle. -3. [for lifting] 
a set of ropes and wheels used for lifting 
heavy weights □ a block and tackle. 

tacky [’taeki] (compar tackier, superl tackiest) 
adj -1. [jewelry, decoration, clothing] that is 
cheap and of bad quality, and shows bad 
taste (informal use) □ some extremely tacky fur¬ 
niture. -2. [movie, remark] that shows bad 
taste (informal use). -3. [paint, glue, varnish] 
that is slightly sticky because it is not com¬ 
pletely dry. 

taco [US 'tcukoo, GB 'taek-] (pi tacos) n a type of 
Mexican crepe filled with meat, cheese, 
beans etc. 

tact [taekt] n the ability to say or do the right 
thing and to avoid upsetting or offending 
people □ She handled the situation with great 
tact. 

tactful [’taektfl] adj [person, remark, silence] that 
shows tact □ / thought it would be more tactful 
to leave at that point. 

tactfully [’taektfli] adv [explain, suggest, behave] 
see tactful □ He tactfully left the room while we 
were talking. 

tactic [’taektik] n a clever plan or method used 
to get a particular result that one wants □ 
His tactic is always to wait until the very last mo¬ 
ment. □ delaying/shock tactics. 

♦ tactics n military the act of planning where 
to place troops and equipment before and 
during a battle. 

tactical [’taektikl] adj -1. [move, withdrawal, ad¬ 
vance] that is intended to gain a future ad¬ 
vantage or result rather than an immediate 
one □ It's a clever tactical move on the part of 
the government. -2. military [skill, ability, mis¬ 
take] that is connected with tactics. -3. mili¬ 
tary [weapon, device] that is designed to be 
used at short range. 

tactical voting n gb the act of voting for a 
candidate or party that one does not really 
support, because they are more likely to de¬ 
feat the candidate or party that one wants 
to lose. 

tactless [’tasktbs] adj [person, behavior, remark] 
that does not show tact □ She can be ex¬ 
tremely tactless at times. 

tadpole [’taedpoul] n a very small black crea¬ 
ture with a tail that lives in water and is the 
young form of a frog or toad. 

TAFE (abbr of Technical and Further Education) 
n a college of higher education in Australia. 
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taffeta ['tasfata] n a smooth, shiny, stiff cloth 
made from silk or nylon □ a taffeta skirt. 

taffy f'tasfi] {pi taffies) n us a chewy candy 
that is made by boiling sugar and then 
stretching it. 

Taft [us taeft, gb ta:ft], William Howard (1857- 
1930) US President from 1909 to 1913. 

tag [tag] (pt pp tagged, cont tagging) o n 
-l a small piece of cardboard, plastic, cloth 
etc attached to something to show informa¬ 
tion about it □ a name/luggage tag. -2. games a 
children’s game in which one child chases 
and tries to touch the others □ to play tag. 
-3. computing a character used to identify a 
file or item of data, o vt [luggage, clothing) to 
put a tag on <sthg>. 

♦ tags npl US a set of numbers and letters on 
the front and back of a vehicle □ He saw a 
white Buick with NC tags. 

♦ tag along vi to go somewhere with some¬ 
body else, often when one is not invited or 
wanted (informal use) □ Do you mind if I tag 
along? 

Tagalog [ts'gadag] n a member of a people 
living in the Philippines; the language of this 
people. 

tagliatelle [US .tudja'teli, GB ,tael-] « pasta that 
is served in narrow strips. 

Tahiti [ts'hhti] an island in French Polynesia, 
in the Pacific Ocean. SIZE: 1,042 sq kms. 
population: 131,309 (Tahitians). capital: Pa¬ 
peete. 

tail [teil] On-1. [of a horse, bird, fish] the part 
of an animal at the end furthest from its 
head that it can move □ The dog wagged its 
tail, ■ with one's tail between one's legs 
ashamed and embarrassed because one has 
failed. -2. [of a shirt, coat] the back part of a 
coat or a shirt that is longer than the front. 
-3. [of a car, plane] the back part of a vehicle 
□ the tail section. -4. [of a cornet! the cloud of 
small particles behind a comet that looks 
like a tail, o vt [criminal, suspect, fugitive] to 
secredy follow and watch <sb> □ Some¬ 
body's been tailing us all the way home. 

♦ tails o adv a word that refers to the side of 
the coin that does not have a head or face 
on it. It is used when tossing a coin in order 
to decide something. □ Heads or tails? o npl = 
tailcoat. 

♦ tail off vi -1. [voice, noise] to become quieter 
and stop □ "Then we..." his voice tailed off as 
he realized no one was listening. -2. [figures, 

sales] to become less in amount □ Sales tend 
to tail off toward the end of the season. 

tailback [’teilbaek] « GB a long line of traffic 
that is moving very slowly. 

tai chi [.tai'tju] n a system of exercise and 
meditation, originally from China, in which 
one repeats a series of slow movements to 
improve one’s balance and control. 

tailcoat ['teilkout] n a formal jacket with two 
long flaps at the back that come to the back 
of the knees and a front part that stops at 
the waist. 

tail end n the tail end of sthg [of a movie, affair, 

the summer] the part of something that is 
very near the end □ / only caught the tail end of 
the conversation. 

tailgate ['teilgeit] US o « a door or flap at the 
back of a car or truck that opens down¬ 
ward. o vf to follow <the car in front> too 
closely. 

tail-light n a red light at the back of a vehicle 
that allows it to be seen in the dark by vehi¬ 
cles behind it. 

tailor ['teibr] o n a person who makes cloth¬ 
ing, especially men’s suits, for particular cus¬ 
tomers. o vt [equipment, system, policy] to 
make or adjust <sthg> for a particular pur¬ 
pose □ The course has been carefully tailored to 
your needs. 

tailored ['teibrd] adj [suit, dress, shirt] that is 
designed to fit a person’s body closely, 

tailor-made adj [role, job, part] that is very 
suitable for a particular person or purpose □ 
The program is tailor-made for part-time students. 

tail pipe n US the pipe that carries waste 
gases out of an engine. 

tailplane ['teilplein] n a small horizontal wing on 
the tail of an airplane that makes it steady, 

tailwind ['teilwind] n a wind blowing from be¬ 
hind an airplane, boat, or other vehicle that 
helps it to move forward more quickly, 

taint [teint] n [of scandal, corruption] a bad qual¬ 
ity that spoils the status or reputation of 
somebody or something □ The accusations 
have left a taint on his reputation. 

tainted ['teintad] adj -1. [friendship, reputation, 

person] that has been spoiled because it is 
associated with something unpleasant. -2. US 
[food, drink] that has gone bad □ tainted milk. 

Taiwan [,tai'wa:n] a country in Southeast Asia 
consisting of an island off the southeastern 
coast of China. It was declared an independ¬ 
ent state in 1949 by the Chinese who fled 
from Communist mainland China, size: 

36,000 sq kms. population: 20,900,000 (Tai¬ 
wanese). capital: Taipei, language: Chinese. 
currency: Taiwanese dollar. 

Taiwanese Ftaiwa'niiz] n & adj: see Taiwan. 

Taj Mahal [,ta:d3m3'ha:l]: the Taj Mahal a 
building made of white marble near Agra, in 
India. It was built by Shah Jahan in the 17th 
century for his dead wife, 

take [teik] {pt took, pp taken) o vt -1. [to anoth¬ 

er place] to carry or move <sthg> from one 
place to another □ If you're going there in the 
summer, take plenty of insect repellent with you. 
□ We should take them a bottle of wine to say 
thanks. □ / had to take the car to the garage. □ 
He took the book from the shelf. □ She took her 
suitcase down from the top of the wardrobe. 
-2. [with somebody] to go with <sb> to a par¬ 
ticular place in a car, plane etc □ If your cold 
doesn't get better, I'll take you to the doctor. □ 
When he was ten, he was taken to visit his rela¬ 
tives in Baltimore. -3. (with one's hands] to put 
out one’s hands and hold <sb/sthg> □ Here, 
take this box. □ She took me by the arm. □ Let 
me take your bag, it looks heavy. -4. used to 
make verbs. ■ to take a walk/bath to go for a 
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walk/have a bath. ■ to take a look/decision 
to look/decide n / took a stroll through the park, 
m to take a break/vacation to have a break/ 
vacation □ OK everyone, let's take a rest. ■ to 
take a copy/photo of sthg to copy/photo¬ 
graph sthg □ / took this photo last time I was 
there. ■ to take notes/sb's name to write 
notes/sb’s name □ Can I take your phone num¬ 
ber? ■ to take a seat to sit down □ Come In 
and take a seat. -5. [without permission] to steal 
<sthg>, to remove <sthg> without permis¬ 
sion □ The thieves took all the office equipment. 
-6. [in a store] to buy <sthg> □ I'll take three 
bottles, please. □ It's perfect — I'll take it. -7. to 
take sb's advice to do what sb is advising 
one to do □ Take my word for it, he's a liar, m to 
take the blame/responsibility for sthg to be 
willing to accept the blame/responsibility 
for sthg □ / don't see why John should take all 
the credit. -8. to take a job to agree to do a 
job that is offered to one □ They offered me a 
year's contract, so I took it. -9. to take coins/ 
credit cards etc to accept coins/credit cards 
etc as a means of payment □ The ticket ma¬ 
chines don't take twenty-dollar bills. -10. to take 
a bus/plane etc to go somewhere by bus/ 
plane etc □ Let's take a taxi from the airport. 
-11. to take a road/direction etc to follow a 
particular road/direction etc to get to a place 
□ We should have taken the last exit. □ Go 
straight on, and take the first turn on the left. □ 
We're going to take the scenic route. -12. to 
take sb's temperature/pulse etc to measure 
sb’s temperature/pulse etc, often using an 
instrument □ Roll up your sleeve and I'll take 
your blood pressure. -13. to take a particular 
number/amount [container, room, vehicle] to be 
able to hold a particular number/amount of 
sthg □ The new terminal can take up to 10,000 
passengers a day. □ My car will only take five 
people. ■ to take a particular size to wear a 
particular size of dress, pants, shoes etc □ / 
normally take a Isize) seven in shoes. -14. to 
take time/courage etc to need time/courage 
etc to happen successfully □ Learning a lan¬ 
guage takes patience and hard work. □ All it takes 
is a little common sense, m to take a particular 
amount of time to need a particular amount 
of time □ It could take us months to find a re¬ 
placement for her. □ Preparing the transparencies 
shouldn't take long. -15. to take medicine to 
swallow medicine □ Take two tablets daily, m 
to take drugs to swallow or inject illegal 
drugs such as heroin or cocaine. ■ how do 
you take your coffee? how do you drink your 
coffee normally, with milk, sugar etc? □ Do 
you take sugar? -16. to take control/command 
to get control/command of a situation. -17. 
to take sthg seriously [issue, work, situation] to 
consider sthg to be serious or important □ 
No one ever takes my suggestions seriously. □ / 

take the view that people should help them¬ 
selves. ■ to take sthg well/badly [news, joke, 
defeat] to react well/badly to sthg □ "How did 
he take the news?" — "Badly." -18. to take 
pleasure/an interest in sthg to enjoy/be inter¬ 
ested in sthg □ Mrs Andrews had always taken 
a keen interest in my career. -19. I can't take it I 
find it very unpleasant and it makes me 

upset □ / can't take much more of this uncertain¬ 
ty. o She couldn't take it any longer, so she left. 
-20. [as an example] to give <sb/sthg> as an 
example of what one is saying □ Take Sally, 
for instance. □ Let's take one thing at a time. 
-21. I take it (that)... I believe it to be true 
that... □ / take it that you two already know each 
other. -22. to take a house/an apartment etc 
to rent a house/an apartment etc □ We've 
taken the villa for another twelve months. 
-23. military [city, airport, prisoner] to capture 
<sb/sthg> □ The capital has been taken by rebel 
forces. -24. to take a prize to win a prize □ 
The team took first prize in the contest, 

o vi [dye, vaccine, skin graft] to produce the 
effect that is intended □ The dye wouldn't 
take. 
o n cinema a piece of film recorded without 
a break □ Scene one, take two. 

♦ take after vt fus to take after sb [parent, 
grandparent] to be like sb in appearance, per¬ 
sonality etc □ You take after your mother. 

♦ take apart vt sep to take sthg apart [machine, 
watch, mechanism] to separate sthg into 
pieces □ He took the boiler apart and then said 
he couldn't fix it. 

♦ take away vt sep -1. to take sb/sthg away 
to remove sb/sthg □ He was taken away in 
handcuffs. □ The waiter came to take away our 
plates. -2. to take a number away from a num¬ 
ber math to subtract a number from a num¬ 
ber □ If you take 21 from 40 you get 19. 

♦ take back vt sep -1. to take sthg back [library 
book, goods] to return sthg to the place it 
came from □ You can always take the sweater 
back if the color isn't right. -2. to take sthg back 
[goods] to accept sthg that has been returned 
by a customer □ I'm sorry but we can't take it 
back without a receipt. -3. to take sthg back 
[statement, accusation, criticism] to say that 
one has changed one’s mind about sthg one 
said before □ I take back everything I said about 
Joe, he's really a nice guy. 

♦ take down vt sep -1. to take sthg down [scaf¬ 
folding, tent, flag] to take sthg from a high po¬ 
sition so that it is no longer fixed or upright 
□ Could somebody help me take down this blind? 
-2. to take down one's pants/shorts etc to 
pull down one’s pants/shorts etc without 
taking them off □ Take down your trousers and 
I'll give you the shot. -3. to take sthg down 
[words, message] to write down sthg that 
one hears or is told □ / forgot to take down his 
phone number. 

♦ take in vt sep -1. to be taken in by sb to be 
deceived by sb □ / wasn't taken in by her story. 
-2. to take sthg in [fact, news, information] to 
understand sthg that one hears or is told □ 
There’s a lot to take in at first. -3. to take sthg 
in to include sthg □ The tour takes in Luxor and 
Aswan. -4. to take sb in [animal, refugee] to let 
sb who has nowhere to live stay in one’s 
home □ He's always taking in stray cats. 

♦ take off o vt sep -1. to take sthg off [shoe, 
make-up, clothes] to remove sthg from one’s 
body or face □ You look quite different when 
you take off your glasses. -2. to take a period of 
time off to have a period of time away from 
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work □ I'm taking Wednesday off. • to take 
time off to have a vacation or break □ I'm 
taking time off next month to go visit my parents. 
-3. to take sb off GB to imitate sb (informal 
use). 

o vi -1. (plane, helicopter] to leave the ground 
at the start of a flight □ We took off on time. 
-2. [person] to go away suddenly □ They're al¬ 
ways taking off on vacation. -3. [career, product, 
business] to suddenly become successful □ 
Cellular phones have really taken off. 

♦ take on o vt sep -1. to take sthg on [work, 
job, responsibility] to agree to do sthg □ I've 
had to take on extra duties. -2. to take sb on 
[staff, employee] to employ sb □ The factory 
will be taking on 200 extra workers to complete 
the new contract. -3. to take sb on to start a 
fight or argument with sb powerful; [team, 
champion] to play a game against sb who 
will be difficult to beat □ He was even pre¬ 
pared to take on the big drug companies. □ Syd¬ 
ney takes on Melbourne in the final, o vt fus to 
take on sthg [meaning, expression, tone] to be¬ 
gin to have sthg □ The words "hard work" have 
taken on a whole new meaning since I started my 
new job. □ The trees were taking on their autumn 
colors. 

♦ take out vt sep -1. to take sthg out to re¬ 
move sthg from a place where it cannot be 
seen □ He took a book out of his briefcase and 
handed it to me. -2. to take money out to take 
money from one’s bank account n I'll have to 
take $400 out to pay the rent. -3. to take out in¬ 
surance to pay for something to be insured □ 
The earlier you take out a personal pension the 
better. -4. to take sb out to invite sb to a so¬ 
cial meeting that is planned in advance □ I'd 
like to take you out for a meal some evening. 
-5. to take sthg out [part of somebody's body] 
to remove sthg using surgery □ They're going 
to have to take his appendix out. 

♦ take out on vf sep to take sthg out on sb [an¬ 
ger, frustration, disappointment] to express sthg 
that one feels by treating sb badly, although 
they have done nothing wrong □ I know 
you're disappointed, but there's no need to take it 
out on me I 

♦ take over o vt sep -1. to take sthg over 
(company, business, government] to get control 
of sthg □ There are rumors that the Hanson 
group is about to be taken over. -2. to take sthg 
over [job, role] to start doing sthg that anoth¬ 
er person used to do □ I'll be taking over Guy's 
duties when he leaves, o vi -1. to take control 
of something or somebody □ The army took 
over in a coup in 1975. -2. to start doing sb’s 
job □ Who will take over from Lisa? 

♦ take to vt fus to take to sb/sthg to start to 
like sb/sthg □ I didn't take to him much at first. 
□ She's never really taken to living in the country- 
m to take to doing sthg to start doing sthg 
regularly □ Recently he's taken to jogging every 
morning before work. 

♦ take up vt sep -1. to take sthg up [job, post, 
hobby] to begin doing sthg □ / took up yoga 
some years ago. □ She has left to take up a new 
position as training manager. -2. to take sthg up 
[story, account] to continue sthg that has been 

interrupted □ We take up the story again two 
months later in Amsterdam. -3. to take sthg up 
[time, effort, space] to use sthg □ Looking after 
the children takes up all her energy. 

♦ take up on vt sep -1. to take sb up on sthg 
[on an offer, invitation] to accept sthg that sb 
has offered □ I'll take you up on that drink now. 
-2. to take sb up on sthg [on a claim, point, 
statement] to ask sb to explain sthg further □ 
He took the teacher up on his last remark. 

♦ take upon vt sep to take it upon oneself to 
do sthg to do sthg even though it is not 
one’s duty to do it □ She took it upon herself 
to tell everyone that I was leaving. 

♦ take up with o vt fus to take up with sb to 
become friendly with sb □ He's taken up with 
some blonde woman, o vt sep to take sthg up 
with sb (idea, suggestion, issue] to discuss sthg 
further with sb □ I intend to take the matter up 
with the management. 

takeaway [’teikawei] adj gb = takeout, 

take-home pay n the amount of money one 
gets for working after taxes have been paid, 

taken [’teikon] o past participle of take, o adj 
to be taken with sb/sthg to be pleased with 
and interested in sb/sthg □ She seemed very 
taken with the idea. 

takeoff [’teikof] n the moment when a plane, 
rocket etc leaves the ground at the begin¬ 
ning of a flight □ The plane was cleared for 
takeoff. 

takeout [’teikaut] adj -1. a takeout restaurant a 
restaurant that sells hot meals to be taken 
away and eaten somewhere else. -2. takeout 
food food from a takeout restaurant, 

takeover ['teikouv3r] ti -1. the act of gaining 
control of a company by buying a lot of 
stock in it □ There are rumors of a possible 
takeover. -2. the act of gaining control of a 
country by force □ a military takeover. 

takeover bid n an attempt by one company 
to take over another by buying most of its 
shares. 

taker fteik3r] n no takers no people who agree 
to accept, try, or buy something (informal 
use) □ There were hardly any takers for the spe¬ 
cial offer. 

takeup ['teikxp] n the number of people who 
apply to buy stock in a company or claim 
benefits they have a right to □ Takeup of fami¬ 
ly credit remains consistently low. 

takings [’teikirjz] npl the amount of money 
that a store, theater etc gets from its cus¬ 
tomers in a particular period of time □ This 
week's takings' aredown/up on last week's. 

talc [taelk], talcum (powder) ['taelkam-l n a 
very fine powder that" people use after 
washing to dry their body and make it smell 
pleasant. 

tale [teil] n -1. an invented story, especially 
one about magic or adventure □ a folk tale. 
-2. a story of something that has really hap¬ 
pened, especially if it is exciting or interest¬ 
ing □ tales of long ago/his boyhood. 

talent ['taelsnt] n a special natural ability to do 
a particular thing □ a boy with talent □ She has 
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a great musical talent. □ He's got a real talent for 
saying the wrong thing! 

talented [’taetantad] adj [writer, musician, child] 
who has a particular talent □ Paul's extremely 
talented. □ She's a talented singer. 

talent scout n a person whose job is to look 
for talented young people, especially to be 
part of a sports team or to work in the en¬ 
tertainment industry. 

talisman ['taebzman] {pi talismans) n an object 
believed to have magical powers to protect 
the person who owns it. 

talk [to:k] on-1. [between people] a conversa¬ 
tion □ I'd like to have a talk with you. □ We need 
to have a talk about this. -2. [of something] dis¬ 
cussion about something that may not be 
true □ There's been talk of a possible merger. □ 
There's a lot of talk about Macintyre leaving. 
-3. [on something] an informal lecture □ She 
gave an interesting talk on local tourism, 
o vi -1. to use spoken words to express 
one’s feelings and thoughts □ / could hear 
people talking in the next room. □ / want to talk 
to you about John. □ He talks in a funny voice/ 
accent. □ Can I talk with you alone? ■ to talk 
about or of doing sthg to tell people that one 
is thinking of doing sthg □ They keep talking 
about buying a house. □ She's talking of going 
abroad again. ■ talking of sb/sthg a phrase 
used when one wants to start speaking 
about something that is different, but is 
connected with what one was speaking 
about before □ Talking of Christmas, what shall 
we do about presents? ■ to talk big to speak in 
a way that shows one is too proud of what 
one is or does. -2. [about somebody] to say 
bad things about somebody □ She's been talk¬ 
ing about me behind my back. □ People might 
start talking if we're seen together. -3. [to an 
audience] to make a speech or lecture □ He 
will be talking on or about the rise in delinquency. 
-4. [to the police, authorities] to give informa¬ 
tion about a crime, especially to the police, 
o vt -1. [politics, business, sport] to have a 
conversation about <sthg> □ Okay then, let's 
talk money. -2. to talk garbage/nonsense etc 
to say something that is garbage/nonsense 
etc □ Don't talk nonsense! 

♦ talks tipi to have talks to discuss something, 
usually to settle a disagreement □ There have 
been talks between the union and management. 
□ peace talks. 

♦ talk down to vt fus to talk down to sb [child, 
student, employee] to talk to sb as if one was 
more important, intelligent etc than them □ 
He has a tendency to talk down to women. 

♦ talk into vt sep to talk sb into sthg to per¬ 
suade sb to do sthg n They talked me into stay¬ 
ing. 

♦ talk out of vt sep to talk sb out of sthg to 
persuade sb not to do sthg □ He talked her out 
of going. 

♦ talk over vt sep to talk sthg over [problem, is¬ 
sue, idea] to discuss sthg calmly and in detail 
□ Why not try talking it over with her? 

talkative ['torkativ] adj [person, class, group] 
that talks a lot □ He's not very talkative, is he? 

talking book « a book that has been record¬ 
ed for blind people to listen to. 

talking head n on television, a person who 
talks directly to the camera, e.g. a news¬ 
caster, and is seen only from the waist up. 

talking point ['tarkirj-] n an interesting subject 
for people to talk about □ The main talking 
point at the conference was fishing rights. 

talking-to « to give sb a (good) talking-to to 
talk angrily to sb in order to show that one 
disapproves of something they have done 
(informal use). 

talk show n a TV or radio show in which an 
interviewer talks to one or more guests □ a 
talk show host. 

tall [tod] adj -1. [person, building, tree] that has a 
greater height than most people or things of 
a similar type □ She grew to be the tallest in 
the family. □ a tall thin man. -2. a word used to 
say what the height of somebody or some¬ 
thing is □ He’s six feet tall. □ How tall are you? 

tall order n a task that will be difficult or almost 
impossible to carry out □ That’s a very tall order. 

tall poppy « AUS a term for a person who is 
very successful, rich, or famous. 

W TAIL POPPY 
For most Australians, calling somebody a 
tall poppy means that sooner or later you 
think they will be “cut down”, e.g. because 
their business fails or because they become 
involved in a political scandal. This attitude, 
where the public enjoys seeing successful 
people become ordinary again, is called the 
“tall poppy syndrome”, and is considered 
typical of Australians’ love of equality. 

tall tale us, tall story gb « a story that is dif¬ 
ficult to believe because it sounds exaggerat¬ 
ed or impossible. 

tally ['taeli] {pi tallies, pt & pp tallied) o n a 
record of how much somebody has spent, 
received etc □ Could you keep a tally on spend¬ 
ing? o vi [figures, numbers] to be exactly the 
same amount; [story, information] to say the 
same thing □ The number of votes cast does 
not tally with how many people actually voted. 

Talmud ['taelmud] n the Talmud a collection of 
writings about ancient Jewish laws and tra¬ 
ditions. 

talon ['taebn] n a sharp curved nail on the foot 
of a bird that kills animals for food, e.g. an 
eagle. 

tambourine btaemba'riin] n a round musical 
instrument with small metal disks around 
the edge that is shaken or hit with the hand 
so that the metal disks make a noise. 

tame [teim] o adj -1. [animal, bird] that has 
been trained to live with people and is no 
longer wild and dangerous □ The deer in the 
park are really tame. -2. [party, sport, life] that is 
not exciting enough □ Life at home seemed 
very tame after being abroad for so long, o vt 
-!• [horse, eagle] to make <an animal or 
bird> tame. -2. [man, crowd] to make <sb> 
more obedient and easier to control. 
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Tammany Hall [.tasmani-] n an informal name 
for the leaders of the New York City Demo¬ 
cratic Party. 

TAMMANY HALL 

Tammany Hall was the headquarters of the 
Democratic Party in New York in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. In the late 19th and ear¬ 
ly 20th centuries this organization got a bad 
reputation for corruption, and the terms 
Tammany Hall and Tammanyism are still 
used by many Americans to refer to political 
corruption. 

tamper [ ta;mp3r] ♦ tamper with vt fus to 
tamper with sthg [machine, lock, records] to 
touch or change sthg in order to spoil or 
damage it □ Someone's been tampering with 
the door lock. 

tampon [’taemptm] n a firm piece of cotton 
shaped like a tube that a woman puts into 
her vagina to absorb the blood during her 
period. 

tan [tasn] (pt & pp tanned, cont tanning) o adj 
[shoes, leather, suede] light brown in color, 
o n = suntan, o vr [person, skin] to become 
suntanned □ She tans easily. 

tandem ['taendsm] n a bicycle with two seats, 
designed to be ridden by two people sitting 
one behind the other. ■ in tandem [work, op¬ 
erate] with both people or things working 
closely together □ The council has been work¬ 
ing in tandem with local industry on this issue. 

tandoori [taen'doari] n a northern Indian meth¬ 
od of cooking in which bread, meat etc is 
put in a large clay pot □ tandoori chicken/iamb 
□ a tandoori meal/restaurant. 

tang [taerj] n a strong and pleasantly sharp 
smell or taste □ the tang of an orange/a lemon □ 
I could smell the tang of the ocean. 

tangent ['taendjant] n a straight line that 
touches the edge of a curve or circle at one 
point. ■ to go off on US or at GB a tangent to 
start talking about something that has no 
connection with what one was talking 
about before. 

tangerine [,taend33'ri:n] n a sweet fruit like a 
small orange that has a loose skin and is 
easy to peel. 

tangible ['taend33bl] adj [benefits, results, differ¬ 
ence] that can be clearly noticed; [evidence, 
proof] that is real and likely to be believed. 

tangle ['tseggl] o n -1. a mass of wires, hair 
etc twisted together and difficult to separate 
□ The grave was hidden under a tangle of weeds. 
-2. a state of confusion and disorder □ Last 
year I got into a real tangle with my tax returns, 
o vi [string, wires] to get tangled, o vt to get 
tangled (up) [string, wires] to become twisted 
together and difficult to separate. 

♦ tangle with vt fus to tangle with sb to be¬ 
come involved in a dispute or fight with sb 
(informal use) □ Don't tangle with him, he s dan¬ 

gerous. 
tangled ['taerjgld] adj [hair, knot] that is twisted 

together and difficult to separate; [life, situa¬ 
tion] that is complicated and difficult to re¬ 

solve □ The wires were hopelessly tangled. □ 
Her love life is becoming more and more tangled. 

tango ['tasrjgou] {pi tangos, pt & pp tangoed, 
cont tangoing) On a type of dance from 
South America for two people that involves 
sudden dramatic movements of the body; a 
kind of music written for this dance, o vi to 
dance a tango. 

tangy ['taegi] (compar tangier, superl tangiest) 
adj [perfume, dish, drink] that has a tang. 

tank [tasrjk] n -1. [for water, gas] a large glass or 
metal container for keeping liquid or gas in; 
the amount this container can hold □ a hot 
water tank □ a fish tank □ a fuel tank □ a gas US 
or petrol GB tank. -2. military a heavy military 
vehicle with a large gun on top that moves 
on metal belts that go over the wheels on 
each side □ a tank battle. 

tankard [‘taegk3rd] n a large mug, usually 
made of metal, that is used especially for 
drinking beer. 

tanker ['taer)k3r] n a ship, truck, or train built 
for carrying large amounts of gas, oil, or 
other liquids. 

tanned [taend] adj [body, skin] that has a suntan 
□ They were looking tanned and healthy. 

tannin ['trensn] n a brownish substance that is 
found naturally in the bark of some trees 
and plants such as tea, and is used for mak¬ 
ing leather, ink etc. 

Tannoy™ ['tasnoi] n GB a system of loud¬ 
speakers used to make public announce¬ 
ments, e.g. at an airport. 

tantalizing ['taentalaiziri] adj [sight, smell, pos¬ 
sibility] that is attractive and exciting, but is 
also annoying because one cannot have it □ 
a tantalizing insight into the world of high finance 
and international politics. 

tantamount ['taentamaunt] adj to be tanta¬ 
mount to sthg to be almost the same as sthg 
□ The attack is tantamount to a declaration of 
war. 

tantrum ['taentram] (pi tantrums) n a sudden 
childish display of anger □ He's having/ 
throwing a tantrum because I took his toys away. 

Tanzania [.tamza'niia] a country in East Africa, 
on the Indian Ocean, that includes Zanzi¬ 
bar. size: 940,000 sq kms. population: 

27,800,000 (Tanzanians). capital: Dar es Sa¬ 
laam. ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL: Dodoma. LAN¬ 

GUAGE: Swahili, currency: Tanzanian shilling. 

Taoiseach ['tiifak] « the Taoiseach the title of 
the prime minister of the Irish Republic. 

tap [taep] (pt & pp tapped, cont tapping) o n 
-1. a device that controls how quickly a gas 
or liquid comes from a container or pipe □ 
the bath/hot/cold tap □ a gas tap □ a glass of tap 
water. -2. a quick light movement of one 
thing against another that makes a quiet 
noise □ There was a tap at the window, 
o vt -1. [person, shoulder] to touch or hit 
<sb/sthg> lightly with one's finger or fingers 
□ / felt somebody tap me on the shoulder. □ She 
tapped her fingers nervously on the desk. 
-2. [strength, resources, energy] to make use of 
<sthg that there is a lot of> □ We're trying to 
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find new ways of tapping the growing student 
market. -3. (telephone, wire] to listen secretly 
or illegally to somebody’s conversation by 
attaching a special device to <sthg> □ My 
phone's been tapped. 
o vi to touch or hit something lightly with 
one’s finger or fingers, especially to get 
somebody’s attention □ Someone was tapping 
on or at the window. 

tap dancing n a way of dancing that involves 
hitting the floor with one’s feet while wear¬ 
ing special shoes with metal on the toes and 
heels. 

tap dancer « a person who performs tap 
dances. 

tape [teip] o n -1. [for recording] a long thin 
strip of special plastic on which sound or 
pictures can be recorded and played back □ 
a piece of cassette/audio tape □ I've got the 
record/movie on tape. -2. [for playing] a cassette 
of tape on which music-has been recorded □ 
a Rolling Stones/Strauss tape □ a music tape. 
-3. [for paper, packages] any kind of thin ma¬ 
terial made of plastic that is sticky on one 
side and is used to stick paper together, 
wrap packages etc □ a roll of sticky or adhesive 
tape. -4. [on a coat, jacket] a narrow piece of 
cloth with a person’s name on it, that is 
sewn onto a piece of clothing to show that 
it- belongs to that person □ a name tape. 
-5. the tape sport a piece of material that is 
put across the finishing line of a race so that 
the winner makes it break or fall, 
o vt -1. [music, discussion, record] to record 
<sthg> on a tape so that it can be heard 
again □ / taped it from the radio. -2. [movie, TV 
program] to record <sthg> on a videotape so 
that it can be watched later □ Did you remem¬ 
ber to tape that play for me? -3. [package, pack¬ 

et, present] to close <sthg> with tape □ She 
taped the box up securely. -4. US [arm, leg, inju¬ 

ry] to put a bandage on <sthg>.' 

tape deck « a machine that can record and 
play tapes. 

tape measure n a long thin strip of material 
or plastic that is marked in inches, centime¬ 
ters etc and is used for measuring objects 
and short distances. 

taper ['teip3r] o n -1. a long thin candle. -2. a 
long thin strip of wood, cardboard etc, 
usually used for lighting fires, o vi [pants, fin¬ 
gers] to be narrower at one end □ His beard 
tapered to a point. 

♦ taper off vi [sales, numbers, interest] to 
gradually become less in size or amount and 
disappear □ The music gradually tapered off into 
silence. 

tape-record [-riko:rd] vt [conversation, music, 
performance] to record <sthg> on tape. 

tape recorder « a machine that can record 
sound on tape. 

tape recording n a recording on tape of mu¬ 
sic, speaking, or other sounds. 

tapered ['teipord] adj [trousers, sleeve] that is 
narrower at one end. 

tapestry ['taepastri] {pi tapestries) n -1. a piece 

of cloth with a picture or pattern made with 
colored threads; the craft of making this 
kind of cloth. -2. [of events, lies] a situation 
that involves many different people or 
events (literary use) □ life's rich tapestry. 

tapeworm l'teipw3:rm] n a worm that lives in 
the intestines of some people or animals 
and can grow very long, 

tapioca [.taepi'ouka] n the white grains of a 
tropical plant, used for making sweet dishes, 

tapir ['teip3r] (pi tapir or tapirs) n an animal 
found in America and Southeast Asia that is 
similar to a pig and has a long nose, 

tappet [‘taepat] n a part of an engine that 
moves up and down in order to make other 
parts move. 

taps [taeps] n US the name of a tune played on 
a bugle at military funerals or when it is 
time for soldiers at an army camp to go to 
bed. 

tar [ta:r] n a thick black substance that is 
sticky when hot and hard when cold, used 
e.g. for making road surfaces, 

tarantula [ta'raentjala] « a large hairy spider 
that lives in Southern Europe and tropical 
America and has a poisonous bite, 

target ['taVgat] o n -1. [of a bomb, attack, assas¬ 
sin] the person, place, or object that some¬ 
body chooses to attack □ The stone hit its tar¬ 
get. □ The bomb landed on target. □ All embas¬ 
sies are potential terrorist targets. □ A person 
walking alone at night is an easy target for mug¬ 
gers. -2. sport & military the object that one 
tries to hit when practicing with a bow, gun 
etc; a round board with colored circles of 
different sizes, one inside the other □ The 
army used the tower for target practice. -3. [of 

criticism, abuse, a joke] a person or thing that 
somebody criticizes, jokes about etc □ 
Karwiese became the target of the public's anger. 
-4. [for success] a result that somebody 
wants to achieve □ Our target is 50,000 new 
jobs in 1995. □ Last year we met all our sales tar¬ 
gets. ■ to be on target to be at the right stage 
or level for a particular time and likely to 
achieve the result that was planned □ I/Ve're 

on target to complete the project by December, 
o vt -1. [city, building] to point a weapon at a 
place; [missile, gun] to point a <a weapon> at 
a place □ The terrorists have targeted New York 
for their bombing campaign. □ Every missile they 
had was targeted on the enemy. -2. [the young, 

elderly, homeless] to choose <a particular 
group of people> to receive money, a mes¬ 
sage, or a service that one wants to give □ 
This new magazine/advertisement/campaign tar¬ 
gets young professional males, m to be targeted 
at or toward sb [at adults, children, mothers] to 
be designed for sb □ The campaign is specifical¬ 
ly targeted at single women. 

tariff [US 'terif, GB 'taer-] n -1. a tax that is paid 
on goods coming into a country □ Japap im¬ 
poses high import tariffs on foreign cars. -2. GB a 
list of prices for services in a hotel, e.g. 
rooms or meals □ a price tariff. 

tarmac ['ta:rmaek] « -1. a black substance 
made of tar mixed with small stones that is 
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used for covering the surface of roads. 
-2. the tarmac an area covered with tarmac 
at an airport where planes can land and take 
off. 

tarnish ['taifnj] o vt -1. [brass, metal, pipe] to 
make <sthg> become dull and stained. 
-2. [name, reputation, popularity! to damage 
<sthg> and make it less respected □ His im¬ 
age was severely tarnished by the scandal, o vi 
[brass, silver, copper] The goblet had tarnished 
with age. 

tarnished [’ta:rnijt] adj -1. [brass, silver, copper] 

that has become dull and stained □ an old 
picture in a tarnished frame. -2. [name, reputa¬ 

tion] that has been damaged and is no longer 
respected. 

tarot [US 'terou, GB 'taer-] « the tarot a pack of 
22 picture cards that is used to predict peo¬ 
ple’s future. 

tarot card n one of the cards from the tarot. 

tarp [ta:rp] n US = tarpaulin. 

tarpaulin [ta:r'po:l3n] n -1. a type of material 
covered with a waterproof substance. -2. a 
sheet of tarpaulin used to cover and protect 
objects from the rain. 

tarragon [US 'teragan, GB 'taer-] n an herb with 
smadl thin leaves that is used to add flavor 
to fish and chicken dishes. 

tart [ta:rt] o adj -1. [food, fruit] that has a sharp 
acid taste. -2. [remark, comment] that is un¬ 
pleasant and critical, o n -1. a piece of 
sweet pastry with a layer of something 
sweet such as fruit on top or inside. -2.v a 
woman who looks or behaves like a prosti¬ 
tute (very informal use). 

tartan ['ta:rtn] n -1. a pattern of straight lines 
with different widths and colors that cross 
each other to make squares, originally used 
in traditional dress in the Scottish High¬ 
lands; a type of woolen material that has 
this pattern on it □ a tartan scarf. -2. a design 
of tartan, worn by a particular Scottish clan 
and known by its name □ the Stewart tartan. 

tartar [’ta:rtar] « a hard yellow-white sub¬ 
stance that forms on people’s teeth. 

tartar(e) sauce [,ta:rtar-] n a thick cold sauce 
that is made with capers, onions, and may¬ 
onnaise and is served with fish. 

Tarzan ['ta:rzn] the hero of a series of stories 
about a white man who lives in a forest in 
Africa, where he was brought up by apes. 
He is very strong, and has a female compan¬ 
ion called Jane. 

Tas. abbr of Tasmania. 

task [US taesk, GB ta:sk] « something that has 
to be done, especially something difficult □ 
Computers are now used for a wide range of dif¬ 
ferent tasks. □ It was no easy task. 

task force « -1. military a small section of a 
military force that is sent to a particular 
place to deal with an emergency. -2. a 
group of people formed to help with an 
urgent job. 

taskmaster [US 'taeskmaestr, GB 'ta:skma:sta] n a 
hard taskmaster a person who makes other 
people work very hard. 

Tasman ['taszman]: the Tasman (Sea) the part 

of the southern Pacific Ocean between Aus¬ 

tralia and New Zealand. 

Tasmania [taez'meinja] an island off the south 

coast of Australia, that forms a state of Aus¬ 

tralia. size: 68,000 sq kms. population: 

452,847 (Tasmanians). capital: Hobart. 

tassel [’taesl] n a bunch of threads of yam, silk 

etc tied together at one end and left to hang 

at the other and used as decoration. 

taste [teist] o n -1. the particular effect that a 
food or drink gives when it is put in one’s 
mouth □ It has a rather bitter taste. □ Mel woke 
up with a nasty taste in his mouth. -2. one's 
sense of taste the sense that allows one to 
tell the difference between foods when they 
are in the mouth □ Smoking can affect your 
sense of taste. -3. a taste a small amount of 
food or drink taken to find out what it 
tastes like □ Have a taste of this, it's delicious. 
-4. to have a taste for sthg to like sthg □ She 
has a taste for fast cars. -5. [of power, adventure, 

success] a short experience of something 
that gives somebody an idea of what it is 
like □ He got his first taste of fame alongside 
Lynn Davies in "Merryweather". -6. sb's taste 
the ability sb has to make judgments about 
fashion, style, art etc that are considered 
suitable or right □ Rachel has very good taste in 
clothes/music/furniture. ■ to be in bad/good 
taste to be likely/not likely to offend people 
□ The scene was done in the best possible taste. 
o vt -1. [food, drink] to experience the taste of 
<sthg>; to take a small amount of <sthg> to 
find out what it tastes like □ Taste this — it's 
delicious. □ I've never tasted sushi before. -2. 
[success, defeat, power] to experience <sthg>, 
with the result that one has an idea of what 
it is like □ The army had tasted victory for the 
first time. 
o vi [food, drink] to have a particular taste □ It 
tastes salty/wonderful. □ This tastes like chicken, 
m to taste of sthg [of garlic, onions] to have the 

taste of sthg □ This soup tastes of coriander. 

taste bud n one of the many tiny bumps on 

the surface of one’s tongue that allow one 

to taste food and drink. 

tasteful [’teistfl] adj [furniture, coat, color] that 
has been made or chosen with good taste □ 
The room was decorated in tasteful shades of 
pink. 

tastefully [’teistfli] adv tastefully decorated/ 

furnished decorated/fumished in a tasteful 

way □ She dresses so tastefully. 

tasteless fteistlas] adj -1. [decor, furniture, orna¬ 
ment] that has not been made or chosen 
with good taste □ a tasteless collection of plas¬ 
tic ornaments. -2. [remark, joke] that one finds 
offensive □ He made some tasteless joke about 
funerals. -3. [food, drink] that has little or no 
taste □ The vegetables were overcooked and 
tasteless. 

tasty ['teisti] (compar tastier, superl tastiest) adj 
[food, meal] that has a pleasant taste that 

makes one want to eat it □ tasty morsels. 

Tate Gallery [,teit-]: the Tate Gallery an im- 
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portant London gallery of British art and 
foreign modem art. 

tattered ['taeta'd] adj [clothing, shirt, paper] that 
is tom in many places because it has been 
used a lot. 

tatters^jI't£et3rz] npl to be in tatters (clothes] to 
be" tattered; [confidence, reputation] to be so 
badly damaged that it will not recover □ 
With his career and his marriage in tatters, what 
was he to do? 

tattle-tale ['taetl-] n US a child who tells adults 
about other children who have behaved 
badly. 

tattoo [tae'tu:] (pi tattoos) o « -l. a colored 
design or picture on a part of somebody’s 
body that is made by pricking holes in the 
skin and filling them with dye □ She has a 
tattoo on her back. -2. music a rhythmic beat 
on a military drum. -3. GB a show with mili¬ 
tary music and exercises performed in front 
of an audience, o vt [name, picture] to write 
or draw <sthg> on a person’s skin as a tat¬ 
too; [arm, leg, shoulder] to put a tattoo on 
<sthg> □ a tattooed arm. 

tatty ['taeti] (compar tattier, superl tattiest) adj 
GB [clothes, apartment] that is untidy, dirty, 
and in bad condition (informal use). 

taught [tort] past tense, d? past participle of 
teach. 

taunt [tornt] o vt [children, protesters, opponent] 

to repeatedly make unkind or insulting com¬ 
ments about <sb> in order to make them 
upset or angry □ Demonstrators taunted police 
to come and arrest them, o n an unkind or in¬ 
sulting comment intended to make some¬ 
body upset or angry □ Susan did her best to ig¬ 
nore their taunts. 

Taurus ['torras] n the second sign of the Zodi¬ 
ac, represented by a bull; a person bom un¬ 
der this sign between April 21 and May 22. 

taut [tort] adj [string, wire] that is stretched 
tight; [muscle, body] that is tense and hard □ 
Pull the rope taut, then tie it. 

tauten ['tortn] o vt [string, "wire, muscles] to 
make <sthg> taut, o vi [string, wire, muscles] 

to become taut □ / suddenly felt the fishing line 
tauten. 

tautology [tor'tDlodji] « a statement that says 
the same thing twice, using a different word 
or words. 

tavern ['taevrn] n a bar (old-fashioned use). 

tawdry [ tordri] (compar tawdrier, superl tawdri¬ 
est) adj [dress, jewelry] that is cheap and of 
poor quality. 

tawny [’torni] adj [lion, hair, fur] that is a 
brownish-yellow color. 

tax [tasks] o « money that one has to pay to 
the government of a country to pay for pub¬ 
lic services, and that varies according to 
one’s income, the goods that one has 
bought etc □ Basic foodstuffs are free of tax. □ 
This amounts to a tax on the poor. □ a tax on im¬ 
ported goods □ He didn't pay his taxes, o vt 
-!• [goods, services] to take a percentage of 
the value of <sthg>. -2. [profits, earnings] to 
take a percentage of <the money that some¬ 

body makes>. -3. [person, business] to take a 
percentage of the earnings of <sb/sthg>. 
-4. to tax sb's patience/strength etc to use 
too much of sb’s patience/strength etc □ 
He's really beginning to tax my patience. 

taxable [’taeksabl] adj [income, property, goods] 

that must be taxed by law. 

tax allowance n GB the amount of money 
that a person is allowed to earn before be¬ 
ing taxed. 

taxation [taek'seifn] n -1. the system by which 
a government taxes people. -2. the amount 
of money taken in taxes, 

tax avoidance n the practice of paying as lit¬ 
tle tax as possible using legal methods, 

tax break n a reduction in tax for a particular 
type of business or group of people, 

tax collector « an official whose job is to 
make sure that people pay taxes, 

tax cut n a decrease in the level of taxation, 

tax-deductible adj [expense, service] that be¬ 
longs to the part of one’s income that one 
does not have to pay tax on. 

tax disc n in Britain, the disk on a vehicle’s 
windshield that shows its owner has paid 
road tax. 

tax evasion « the crime of not paying tax 
that one owes. 

tax-exempt us, tax-free GB adj [goods, pur¬ 

chases, services] that tire not taxed, 

tax exemption n the status of not having to 
pay any taxes. 

tax exile n GB a person who lives abroad to 
avoid paying high taxes, usually because 
they have a very high income, 

tax-free adj GB — tax-exempt, 

tax haven n a place that has a low level of 
taxation, where people go to live or register 
their companies to avoid paying tax in their 
own country. 

taxi ['taeksi] o n a car with a driver that one 
hires, usually to make short trips, and that 
usually has a meter to show how much one 
has to pay the driver □ a taxi driver, o vi [air¬ 

craft] to move slowly along the runway be¬ 
fore taking off or after landing, 

taxicab [‘taeksikaeb] n = taxi, 

taxidermist ['taeks3d3:rm3st] « a person whose 
job is to fill dead birds and animals with 
material so that they look alive and can be 
displayed. 

taximeter ['taeksimi:t3r] n the device in a taxi 
that shows the cost of the trip, 

taxing ['taeksirfi adj [problem, trip, ordeal] that is 
difficult and tiring □ She can be very taxing 
sometimes. 

tax inspector n an official whose job is to 
check that the correct levels of tax are being 
paid by a person or company, 

taxi rank gb, taxi stand n a place where tax¬ 
is wait for customers, especially at the exit 
of an airport, train station, or bus station, 

taxman ['taeksmaen] (pi taxmen [-men]) n -1. = 
tax collector. -2. the taxman GB a term used 
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for the government department that deals 
with taxes □ The taxman is out to get me this 
year. 

taxpayer ['taekspeiar] « a person who pays in¬ 
come tax. 

tax relief n a reduction in the amount of tax 
that a person or company has to pay. 

tax return n a form on which somebody 
writes details of how much money they 
earn in a year and that is used to calculate 
how much income tax they have to pay. 

tax shelter n a way in which one can avoid 
paying taxes legally, e.g. by investing in 
something. 

tax year n a particular period of 12 months 
that is used to calculate taxes. 

TB n abbr of tuberculosis. 

T-bone steak « a piece of beef with a T- 
shaped bone in it. 

tbs., tbsp. abbr of tablespoon. 

T-cell n a white blood cell that helps fight 
against infection. 

Tchaikovsky [t/ai'kofski], Peter Ilyich (1840- 
1893) a Russian composer known for his 
symphonies and ballets, including Swan 
Lake and The Nutcracker. 

TD n -1. (abbr of Treasury Department) the TD 
the US government department responsible 
for managing the country’s economy. -2. 
abbr of touchdown. 

tea [ti:] « -1. [for drinking] a drink made by 
adding boiling water to the dried leaves of a 
particular plant; a cup of this drink □ Do you 
take milk in your tea? □ Two teas, please, o Do 
you want some tea? -2. [from the plant] the 
dried leaves of the plant used for making 
tea. -3. GB [in the afternoon] an afternoon 
snack consisting of cake and sandwiches, 
with tea to drink. -4. GB & AUS [in the even¬ 
ing] a meal that is eaten in the early evening, 

teabag [’tiibasg] n a small thin paper bag that 
has a lot of very small holes, contains 
tealeaves, and is used to make a cup of tea. 

tea ball n a ball made of wire mesh that is 
filled with tealeaves and dipped in a cup of 
boiling water to make tea. 

tea break n GB a short period when one stops 
working and drinks tea, coffee etc to relax, 

tea caddy n a small metal box used for stor¬ 
ing tea. 

teacake f'tiikeik] n GB a type of bread roll that 
contains dried fruit and is usually eaten 
toasted and buttered. 

teach [ti:tj] (ft & pp taught) o w -1. to give 
<sb> lessons in a subject or instructions on 
how to behave or act correctly in a particu¬ 
lar situation □ Do you find it easier to teach 
adults? □ I'm teaching her French/the piano. □ 
He's teaching his dog to fetch sticks. □ / was al¬ 
ways taught that it's wrong to steal. -2. [math, 

yoga, the violin] to give lessons in <sthg> □ / 
taught English to foreign students. -3. [respect, 

humility] to tell people about <sthg> so that 
they start to believe it is valuable □ It's about 
time someone taught you some manners, young 

man! o vi [person] to teach a subject, skill etc 
□ / teach at a local school. 

teacher [lti:tjar] n a person whose job is to 
teach people, usually at a school, college 
etc. 

teacher's pet n a child in a class who the 
other children think is the teacher’s favorite 
student (informal and disapproving use), 

teacher training college « a college where 
people train to be teachers, 

teaching ['tiitjirj] « -1. the profession or activ¬ 
ity of being a teacher □ Do you like teaching? 
-2. a message or lesson that is taught □ the 
teachings of the Christian Church/Buddhism. 

teaching aids npl things, e.g. videos or pic¬ 
tures, that are used by a teacher during a 
lesson to help them to explain something, 

teaching hospital n a hospital where medical 
students and doctors who have recently 
qualified can get practical training from ex¬ 
perienced doctors. 

teaching practice n teaching done by some¬ 
body who is training to be a teacher, 

teaching staff npl the staff in a school who 
teach. 

tea cozy « a soft thick covering of fabric or 
knitted wool that one puts over a teapot to 
keep the tea inside it warm, 

teacup I'tiikAp] n a cup that is used for drink¬ 
ing tea. 

teak [ti:k] n the very hard red-brown wood of 
a tree that grows in Southeast Asia, and is 
used to make boats and furniture □ a teak 
chair. 

tealeaves ['ti:li:vz] npl the small pieces of 
leaves that are used to make a drink of tea 
and that often remain in the bottom of a 
cup or pot when the tea has been drunk, 

team [ti:m] « -1. a group of people who play 
a particular sport together against other 
groups of the same kind. -2. a group of peo¬ 
ple who do a particular job together □ a 

research/negotiating team. 
♦ team up vi [people, organizations] to work 

together for a particular purpose □ Why don't 
you team up with Helen for the next part? 

team games npl games between teams, not 
individuals. 

teammate ['tkmmeit] n a member of the same 
team as somebody. 

team spirit n the feeling of pride and enthu¬ 
siasm that all members of a team have 
when they want the team to succeed, 

teamster ['tiimst3r] n US a person whose job is 
to drive a truck. 

♦ Teamsters n the Teamsters in the USA, the 
labor union for truck drivers. 

teamwork ['ti:mw3:rk] n the act of working 
well together as a team, 

tea party n a type of party in the afternoon 
where tea is served. 

teapot ['ti:pDt] k a container that has a lid, a 
handle, and a spout, and is used for making 
and serving tea. 

tear1 [tiar] n one of the drops of salty liquid 
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that come out of one’s eyes because one is 
sad, happy, in pain etc □ She came to me in 
tears. □ / was dose to tears by the end of the 
speech. 

tear2 [teal {ft tore, pp torn) o vt -1. (paper, 

clothes] to damage <sthg> by pulling a piece 
of it away from the rest pardy or complete¬ 
ly □ My skirt got torn at the prom. □ He tore the 
envelope open. □ The letter had been torn to 
shreds/into several pieces. ■ to tear sb/sthg to 
pieces to criticize sb/sthg very strongly □ 
Professor Hillard tore my essay to pieces. ■ to be 
torn between sthg and sthg to be unable to 
decide between sthg and sthg □ I'm torn be¬ 
tween telling her and keeping quiet. -2. [muscle, 

ligament] to damage <sthg> by moving it in 
the wrong directon. -3. to tear sb/sthg from 
sb/sthg to remove sb/sthg from sb/sthg 
using force. 

o vi -1. [paper, clothes] to get tom □ Be care¬ 
ful, it tears easily. -2. to tear off/around etc 
[person, car, animal] to move away/around etc 
very quickly (informal use) □ He grabbed my 
purse and went tearing off down the street. 
-3. to tear loose to escape from something 
that is holding one by struggling. 

On a hole in a piece of paper, clothing etc 
that has been tom □ There's a small tear in my 
coat. 

♦ tear apart vt sep -1. to tear sthg apart [book, 

material] to separate sthg into pieces by tear¬ 
ing it. -2. to tear sthg apart [team, organization] 

to harm sthg by making the people in it ar¬ 
gue with .each other □ These constant argu¬ 
ments are fast tearing the family apart. 

♦ tear at vt fus to tear at sthg (package, meat] 

to damage sthg by trying to tear pieces off 
it. 

♦ tear away vt sep to tear oneself away to 
force oneself to leave a place or situation □ 
The game was so good, I just couldn't tear myself 
away from it. 

♦ tear down vt sep -1. to tear sthg down 
[house, wall] to demolish sthg. -2. to tear sthg 
down [poster, advertisement] to remove sthg 
from a wall by pulling it violently. 

♦ tear off vt sep to tear sthg off [clothes, shoes] 

to remove sthg from one’s body quickly and 
forcefully. 

♦ tear out vt sep to tear sthg out [coupon, 

page] to remove sthg from a book, piece of 
paper etc. 

♦ tear up vt sep to tear sthg up [check, letter] 

to destroy sthg by tearing it into several 
pieces. 

teardrop ['tiardrDp] n a single tear from some¬ 
body’s eye. 

tearful ['tiarfl] adj [person] who is very upset 
and wants to cry o / was feeling quite tearful 
as we parted. 

tear gas ['ti3r-] n a gas that makes one’s eyes 
sting and is sometimes used by police to 
control crowds. 

tearjerker ['113^33:^] n a movie or book 
that is meant to make people so sad or hap¬ 
py that they feel like crying (humorous use). 

tearoom ['ti:ru:m] m a type of restaurant 
where tea, coffee, cake etc is served. 

tease [ti:z] o vt -1. to make unkind or playful 
jokes to <sb> about something that embar¬ 
rasses them □ They teased him about his hair¬ 
cut. -2. US to comb cone’s hair> from the 
ends to the roots to make it look thicker. 
on-1. a person who teases people. -2. a 
person who makes another person think 
that they want to have sex with them but 
who does not really want to (disapproving 
use). 

tea service, tea set n a matching set of tea¬ 
cups, saucers, plates, milk pitcher, sugar 
bowl, and teapot, used for serving tea. 

tea shop n = tearoom. 
teasing f'tiizir)] adj [smile, remark, behavior] that 

shows one is making fun of somebody in a 
playful way. 

teaspoon ['ti:spu:n] n a small spoon used for 
putting sugar into tea or coffee and for stir¬ 
ring it; the amount contained by this spoon. 

tea strainer n a metal or plastic object with a 
lot of small holes in it that is used to catch 
the tealeaves when tea is being poured into 
a cup. 

teat [ti:t] n -1. one of the pointed parts on the 
chest of a female mammal that babies suck 
to drink milk. -2. GB a piece of plastic or 
rubber, shaped like a teat, that can be fitted 
to a bottle so that a baby or small animal 
can drink from it. 

teatime ftiitaim] n the time in the afternoon 
when tea is usually drunk. 

tea towel n a cloth used to dry silverware 
and plates after they have been washed. 

technical ['tekmkl] adj -1. [expert, training, ad¬ 

vances] that has, or involves, detailed practi¬ 
cal knowledge of subjects connected with 
science, industry etc □ My technical knowledge 
is pretty limited. -2. [brilliance, skill] that is con¬ 
nected with one’s ability in a particular ac¬ 
tivity, especially in sports, art, or music □ 
There’s no question about his technical skill, I just 
wonder how creative he is. -3. [term, language, 

sense] that is connected with the details of a 
particular subject or activity □ The book used 
a lot of technical terms that I didn't understand. 

technical college n a college of further edu¬ 
cation where students can do practical 
courses. 

technical drawing « the skill of drawing de¬ 
signs for buildings, pieces of equipment etc 
that show precise details of how they are 
made. 

technicality [.tekni'kadsti] (pi technicalities) n a 
very small detailed point, especially a legal 
one, based on a very strict understanding of 
a rule or law □ The patent was withdrawn on a 
technicality. 

♦ technicalities npl the technicalities the 
small details of a process or activity that 
only people who know a lot about it under¬ 
stand or are interested in □ / won't go into all 
the technicalities of the process. 

technically I'teknikli] adv -1. technically (speak- 
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ing),... a word used to say that something is 
true according to a strict understanding of 
the facts, laws, or the meaning of words □ 
Technically, you're right, but in practice it doesn't 
happen like that. -2. technically possible/ 
advanced etc possible/advanced etc accord¬ 
ing to what is known about science or 
technology. -3. technically brilliant/skilled 
brilliant/skilled in the techniques needed for 
a particular activity □ a technically brilliant pian¬ 
ist/skater. 

technician [tek'mjn] n -1. a person whose job 
is to use and take care of particular kinds of 
equipment □ a lighting/laboratory technician. -2. 
a person who is good at an activity, e.g. art 
or a sport, that requires particular skills. 

Technicolor™ ['teknikAbr] n a system of color 
photography used in making movies for the 
cinema. 

technique [tek'niik] n -1. a particular method 
of doing something, especially something in¬ 
volving practical skills. -2. skill in a particu¬ 
lar activity, e.g. in sports or the arts, that 
one has developed with practice, 

technocrat [’teknataet] n a person who is an 
expert in a technical subject, e.g. science or 
economics, and who also has power in the 
government of their country, 

technological [,tekn3'lod3ikl] adj [breakthrough, 

development] see technology, 

technologist [tek'rml3d33st] n an expert in 
technology. 

technology [tek'nDlad3i] {pi technologies) tt 
-1. the study and practical use of science in 
industry, medicine, business etc □ computer/ 
agricultural/medical technology. -2. equipment 
that is made using scientific knowledge 
□ These special effects were achieved using the 
latest technology. 

Tecumseh [ti'kAmss] (1768-1813) a Native 
American chief who tried to unite Native 
Americans against the Whites, 

teddy [ tedi] {pi teddies) n a teddy (bear) a soft 
toy that looks like a bear, 

tedious ['tiidjas] adj [subject, book, job] that one 
finds boring and tiring □ Professor Hill's lec¬ 
ture was as tedious as usual. 

tedium ['tiidjamj n: see tedious, 

tee [ti:] n -1. one of the areas on a golf course 
from which the ball is hit at the start of 
each attempt to get it into a hole. -2. the 
small wooden or plastic object that is 
pushed into the ground to hold the golf ball 
before it is hit from the tee. 

♦ tee off vi [golfer] to hit a golf ball from the 
tee. 

teem [ti:m] vi to be teeming with sthg (with 

traffic, cars, animals] to be very crowded with 
sthg that never stops moving □ The streets 
were teeming with people. 

teen [ti:n] adj = teenage (informal use). 

teenage(d) ['ti:neid3(d)] adj [boy, daughter, child] 

who is a teenager; [fashion, problem] that is 
connected with teenagers, 

teenager ['ti:neid33r] n a person who is be¬ 
tween 13 and 19 years old. 

teens [ti:nz] npl the period of one’s life when 
one is a teenager □ the late/early/mid teens □ 
He's now in his teens. 

teeny (weeny) [,ti:ni('wi:ni)], teensy (weensy) 
[,ti:nzi('wi:nzi)] adj very small (informal use), 

tee shirt n a light piece of clothing worn on 
the top part of one’s body that has short 
sleeves and no collar or buttons. 

Teeside, Teesside ['tiisaid] an industrial area 
on the river Tees, in northeastern England, 

teeter ['ti:t3r] vi -1. [person, object] to move 
around in an uncertain way, usually before 
falling. -2. to be teetering on the brink or 

edge to be close to a very dangerous or 
harmful situation in a way that is worrying 
□ The country is teetering on the brink of war. □ / 
was teetering on the edge of bankruptcy. 

teeter-totter n US a piece of equipment for 
children to play on, consisting of a long 
piece of metal or wood balanced in the mid¬ 
dle so that it moves up and down when 
people sit at either end. 

teeth [ti:0] plural of tooth, 

teethe [ti:d] vi to be teething [baby] to have 
teeth that are growing through the gums, 
causing pain. 

teething ring [’tiidiij-] n a ring of plastic that 
a baby can chew when it is teething, 

teething troubles npl problems that occur 
during the early stages of a project or activ¬ 
ity □ The company's had a few teething troubles. 

teetotal [tii'toutl] adj [person] who is a 
teetotaler; [meeting, country] where alcohol is 
not drunk. 

teetotaler us, teetotaller gb [ti:ltootlor] n a 
person who does not drink alcohol. 

TEFL ['tefl] n abbr of Teaching (of) English as a 
Foreign Language. 

Teflon™ [’teflon] n a plastic used on the in¬ 
side surface of saucepans, frying-pans etc, so 
that food does not stick to it □ a Teflon sauce¬ 
pan. 

Tehran, Teheran [.tes'ram] the capital of Iran 
and its largest city, population: 5,734,000. 

tel. abbr of telephone, telephone number. 

Tel-Aviv [,teb'vi:v] a city in Israel, on the 
Mediterranean coast. It used to be the capi¬ 
tal of Israel, population: 400,000. 

tele- ['teli] prefix added to a word to show 
that something happens, operates, or is 
done over a long distance, 

telecast [US 'telikaest, GB -ka:st] n a program 
on television. 

telecom [’telikom] n, telecoms ['telikomz] npl 
GB = telecommunications (informal use), 

telecommunications [teliksmjumi'keijnz] npt 
the use of electronic equipment, faxes, or 
phones to send or receive messages □ the 
telecommunications industry □ a telecommunica¬ 
tions satellite. 

telegram ['teligraem] n a message that is sent 
to somebody by telegraph and delivered to 
them after it has been printed, 

telegraph [US 'teligraef, GB -gra:f] o n the sys¬ 
tem of sending messages using electricity or 
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radio signals over a distance, o vt to send 
<a message> to somebody using a tele¬ 
graph; to contact <sb> in this way. 

telegraph pole, telegraph post n gb = tele¬ 
phone pole. 

telemarketing [.teli'ma.-dotig] n the practice of 
phoning people to tell them about a particu¬ 
lar product or service. 

telepathic [.teli'paeGik] adj [person, powers] see 
telepathy. 

telepathy [ta'lepaGi] n the communication of 
thoughts and feelings between people with¬ 
out using any of the normal ways of com¬ 
municating such as talking or seeing, 

telephone ['telifoon] o k -1. a system of com¬ 
munication that allows two people in differ¬ 
ent places to talk to each other using special 
pieces of equipment □ We spoke by telephone. 
□ They had a number of telephone conversations. 
-2. a piece of equipment used for talking to 
somebody by telephone. ■ to be on the tele¬ 
phone to Ipe using one's telephone to speak 
to somebody □ I'm sorry I took so long to an¬ 
swer the door, I was on the telephone, o vt [per¬ 

son, company, shop] to contact <sb> by tele¬ 
phone. o vi [person] Has he telephoned yet? 

telephone book n a large book that contains 
a list of the names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of the people in a particular town 
or area. 

telephone booth n a small enclosed space in 
a public building or area with a phone that 
one can use by putting coins, a special card 
etc into it. 

telephone box n GB = telephone booth, 

telephone call n an act of contacting some¬ 
body using a telephone □ I've got to make a 
telephone call. 

telephone directory n = telephone book, 

telephone exchange n a place where con¬ 
nections are made between people speaking 
by telephone. 

telephone kiosk n gb = telephone booth, 

telephone number n the series of numbers 
one dials in order to speak to a particular 
person by telephone □ Do you have my tele¬ 
phone number? 

telephone operator n a person in a tele¬ 
phone exchange whose job is to connect 
people by telephone, and to give informa¬ 
tion to people who want to make telephone 
calls. 

telephone pole n us a tall wooden pole used 
to hold up telephone wires, 

telephone tapping [-'taepirj] n the act of lis¬ 
tening to other people's telephone conversa¬ 
tions by using a special piece of equipment, 

telephonist [ta'lefanast] n GB a person whose 
job is to answer the telephone for a compa¬ 
ny or other organization, or to connect calls 
in a telephone exchange. 

telephoto lens ftehfoutou-] n a long camera 
lens, shaped like a tube, that one can use to 
take close-up photographs of people or 
things that are far away. 

teleprinter ['teliprint3r] n a machine that can 
send, receive, and print out telex messages. 

Teleprompter™ ['telipromptsl « a machine 
placed in front of a person on television, but 
out of sight of the cameras, from which 
they can read their lines as if they were 
speaking naturally. 

telesales ['teliseilz] « the practice of phoning 
people in order to try to sell them particular 
goods or services. 

telescope [’teliskoup] « a device consisting of 
a long tube that contains more than one 
lens, and that makes things that are far 
away seem much closer. 

telescopic fteli'skDpik] adj -1. [equipment, sight, 

lens] that makes things appear larger and 
nearer than they are. -2. [umbrella, tripod] that 
is made in sections that slide over each oth¬ 
er so that it can be folded when it is not be¬ 
ing used. 

teleshopping ['teliJopir)] n the practice of or¬ 
dering goods from home, using one’s tele¬ 
phone or computer, instead of going to 
stores. 

teletext ['telitekst] n a system that broadcasts 
written news and information on people’s 
television screens. 

telethon ['teli0Dn] « a television program that 
lasts for several hours, and tries to raise 
money for charity. 

teletypewriter [.teli'taipraits1] US n = teleprint¬ 
er. 

televangelism [,teli'vaend33lizin] n programs 
on television in which people preach to 
viewers to persuade them to become Chris¬ 
tians. 

televise ['telivaiz] vf [program, event, debate] to 
broadcast <sthg> on television □ The games 
were televised on NBC. 

television ['telivi3n] n -1. the system of broad¬ 
casting sound and pictures by electrical 
waves that are received by a special device; 
the business connected with making televi¬ 
sion programs □ / don't watch television very of¬ 
ten. □ There's an interesting program on televi¬ 
sion tonight. □ He now works in television. -2. a 
device shaped like a box with a screen at 
the front on which television programs ap¬ 
pear, with sound, using a special electronic 
device that receives broadcast signals □ Do 
you have a television? 

television licence n in Britain, a document 
that one has to pay for each year to be le¬ 
gally allowed to use a television in one’s 
home. 

television program n something such as a 
show, play etc that is broadcast on televi¬ 
sion. 

television set n a television. 

teleworking ['teliw3:rkig] n the practice of 
working from home, using a computer, fax 
etc, instead of going to work in an office. 

telex [‘teleks] o « -l. a system for sending in¬ 
formation between teleprinters in different 
countries □ / heard from him via or by telex. 
-2. a machine that transmits messages by 
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telex. -3. a message sent by telex, o vt to 
send a telex to <sb>; to send <sthg> to 
somebody by telex □ I'll telex you with the de¬ 
tails. □ The plan was telexed to them last week. 

tell [tel] {pn & pp told) o vf -1. [person, public, 
press] to give <sb> information by speaking 
or writing to them □ Who told you about Mike? 
□ Nobody told me the meeting had been can¬ 
celedI □ Whatever you do, don't tell them your 
address. □ Eventually he sent me a letter telling 
me why he'd left home. □ Could you tell the 
viewers why you resigned so suddenly? m I told 
you so! a phrase used to somebody when 
something bad happens to them that one 
has previously warned them about and that 
they have ignored □ / told you he'd be late! □ 
There, I told you so! You wouldn't listen to me I 
-2. to tell the truth/a lie to say something 
that is true/untrue □ How do we know he's 
telling us the truth? □ You're telling lies! -3. to 
tell sb to do sthg to say to sb that they must 
do sthg □ We were told to come back in half an 
hour. □ I'm not asking you to leave. I'm telling 
you! □ Do as you're told! -4. to tell a story/joke 
to say what happens in a story/joke □ My 
mother used to tell us bedtime stories every eve¬ 
ning. -5. I/we etc can tell sthg I/we etc know 
that sthg is true or is happening because 
certain signs make it obvious □ / can always 
tell when you're nervous. □ / couldn't tell who'd 
sent the letter, as the signature was illegible. □ 
The best way to tell whether it's ripe is to press it 
gently. ■ there's no telling... it is impossible to 
say... □ There's no telling how she'll react. -6. to 
tell the difference to be able to recognize or 
show how two people or things are differ¬ 
ent from each other □ He can't tell the differ¬ 
ence between right and wrong/me and my sister. 
-7. to tell sb sthg to be a sign or indication 
of sthg to sb □ A person's handwriting tells you 
a lot about their character. □ Your body will tell 
you when you've had enough to eat. 
o vi [strain, effort, hard work] to have a bad ef¬ 
fect on a person or situation after a while □ 
The strain of the past few weeks was beginning 
to tell on me. 

♦ tell apart vt sep to tell two people/things 
apart to be able to recognize the differences 
between two people/things that are very 
similar □ It's difficult to tell these two types of 
bacteria apart. 

♦ tell off vt sep to tell sb off to speak angrily 
to sb because they have done something 
wrong □ We got told off for arriving late. 

Tell [tel], William in Swiss legends, a 15th- 
century revolutionary who was forced to 
shoot an apple off his son’s head using a 
crossbow. 

teller [’telar] n -1. a person who counts the 
votes in an election. -2. a person in a bank 
whose job is to receive and pay out money. 

telling ['telirj] adj -1. [point, argument] that is 
very important and true and has a strong ef¬ 
fect on the people who hear it. -2. [remark, 

look, smile] that shows what somebody is 
thinking or feeling, even if it was not meant 
to □ / thought it was very telling the way Susan 
refused to shake hands. 

telling-off {pi tellings-off) n to give sb a telling- 
off to speak angrily to sb who has done 
something wrong □ We got such a telling-off 
when we got home. 

telltale ['telteil] adj a telltale sign/stain etc a 
sign/stain etc that causes one to notice 
something unpleasant that is not obvious in 
other ways □ Morgan's showing all the telltale 
signs of overwork. 

telly ['teli] {pi tellies) n GB = television (informal 
use). 

temerity [ta'merati] n to have the temerity to 
do sthg to do sthg that somebody else finds 
annoying because it shows no respect □ 
Then she had the temerity to ask me to pay for it. 

temp [temp] (informal use) o n {abbr of tempo¬ 
rary employee) a person who is employed 
for a short time, usually in an office, when 
somebody is ill, or when there is a lot of ex¬ 
tra work to do. o vi to work as a temp □ 
She's temping in a bank at the moment. 

temp, abbr of temperature. 

temper ['tempar] o n -1. the habit somebody 
has of getting angry easily □ He was in a bad/ 
foul temper, m to lose one's temper to sudden¬ 
ly become extremely angry □ Don't make me 
lose my temper with you. ■ to have a (short) 
temper to become angry easily. ■ to be in a 
temper to be very angry □ Be careful, the boss 
is in a temper today. -2. the way that some¬ 
body usually behaves and speaks as a result 
of their character □ a man of even temper, o vt 
[language, emotion, success] to make <sthg> 
less extreme. 

temperament [’tempramant] « a person’s basic 
character, especially in relation to their 
moods and the way they react to other peo¬ 
ple, situations etc □ Anthony's got a very calm 
temperament. 

temperamental [.tempra'mentl] adj -1. [person] 

who is unpredictable and changes their 
mood very suddenly (disapproving use) □ 
She's a good actor, but she can be a little tem¬ 
peramental. -2. [machine, car] that is unpredict¬ 
able and often doesn’t work □ The car may 
not start — it's a little temperamental sometimes. 

temperance ['temprans] n (formal use) -1. the 
practice of avoiding extreme kinds of behav¬ 
ior. -2. the practice of not drinking alcohol 
because one thinks that it is morally wrong. 

temperate ['temparat] adj [climate, area] that is 
neither extremely hot nor extremely cold □ 
the Temperate Zone. 

temperature ['tempratfal n -1. the degree of 
heat or coldness of a place or thing. -2. the 
degree of heat of one’s body. ■ to have a 
temperature [person] to have a higher tem¬ 
perature than normal, usually because one is 
ill. ■ to take sb's temperature to measure sb’s 
temperature, using a thermometer, to see if 
they are ill. 

tempest [’tempast] « -1. a storm (literary use). 
-2. phrase a tempest in a teapot US a situation 
that is not very important but that causes a 
lot of worry and trouble. 
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tempestuous [tem'pestjuas] adj [relationship, 

meeting, period] that is very emotional, 

tempi ['tempi:] plural of tempo, 

template ['templeit] « -1. a thin plate of plas¬ 
tic or metal of a particular shape that is used 
to help one cut wood, material etc accurate¬ 
ly. -2. computing the basic outline of a com¬ 
puter program that can be designed and 
then called up from the memory to be used 
for a particular purpose, 

temple [’tempi] n -1. religion a building used 
for worship in some religions. -2. anatomy 
one of the two flat parts at each side of 
one’s forehead. 

tempo ['tempoo] {pi tempos or tempi) n -1. 

music the speed at which a piece of music is 
played. -2. [of change, a game, debate] the 
speed at which something happens, 

temporarily [US ,temp3'rerali, GB 'temprarali] adv 
[unavailable, out of order] see temporary, 

temporary [US 'tempareri, GB 'temprari] adj [job, 

accommodation, situation] that lasts for a limit¬ 
ed period of time □ It's only a temporary ap¬ 
pointment. 

tempt [tempt] vt to make <sb> want to do 
something, especially by offering them 
something attractive □ The former world cham¬ 
pion was tempted out of retirement by a lucrative 
sponsorship deal. □ / was/felt tempted to stay. 

temptation [temp'teifn] n the state of wanting 
to have or do something, usually when one 
knows it is wrong; something that causes 
one to feel like this □ / somehow resisted the 
temptation to tell her what I really thought. □ Hav¬ 
ing chocolate in the house is too much of a temp¬ 
tation for me. 

tempting ['temptir)] adj [offer, smell, cake] that 
one finds attractive. 

ten [ten] num the number 10; see also five, 

tenable [’tenabl] adj -1. [position, argument] that 
is reasonable and can be defended success¬ 
fully. -2. [job, post] that can be held by some¬ 
body for a particular length of time □ The 
post is tenable for three years initially. 

tenacious [ta'neifas] adj [person, dog, opponent] 

that is very determined and does not accept 
defeat or failure easily, 

tenacity [to'naessti] n: see tenacious, 

tenancy ['tenansi] (pi tenancies) « -1. a period 
of time during which somebody pays rent 
for land, a house, apartment etc. -2. the use 
of land, a house, apartment etc for which a 
person pays rent □ a tenancy agreement. 

tenant ['tenant] n a person who pays rent to 
live or work in a building. 
MOTE: Compare landlady, landlord. 

Ten Commandments npl the Ten Command¬ 
ments the laws that, according to the Jewish 
and Christian religions, were given by God 
to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

tend [tend] vt -1. to tend to do sthg to do sthg 
often □ I'm afraid that tends to be the case. □ He 
tends to be a little rash in his decisions. -2. 
[patients, garden, sheep] to take care of <a 
person, place, or animal>. 

tendency ['tendansi] (pi tendencies) n -1. a 
pattern of behavior, events etc that involves 
something happening often □ There is a ten¬ 
dency to overspend at this time of year, m a ten¬ 
dency toward sthg a tendency that suggests 
sthg is happening more and more □ These 
figures show a tendency toward lower staff lev¬ 
els. -2. a pattern in somebody’s behavior 
that is part of their character □ musical/ 
murderous/anarchic tendencies □ She has a ten¬ 
dency to exaggerate. 

tender ['tendar] o adj -1. [person, feeling, 

word] that seems gentle and caring. -2. [meat, 

steak] that is soft and easy to cut and chew. 
-3. [bruise, foot, wound) that is sore and hurts 
when it is touched. -4. phrase at a tender age 
at a very young and innocent age □ She act¬ 
ed in her first movie at the tender age of eleven, 
o n business an offer to provide goods or a 
service to a customer at a particular price □ 
Have you put in a tender for the Forbes contract 
yet? o vt [resignation, money, apology] to offer 
<sthg> formally (formal use). 

tenderize, -ise fitendaraiz] vt to make <meat> 
tender by preparing it in a particular way. 

tenderly [‘tendaTi] adv [speak, hold, treat] in a 
gentle and caring way. 

tendon ['tendan] n a part of the body like a 
strong cord that connects a muscle to a 
bone. 

tendril ['tendral] n a short curling part that 
grows from the main stem of a plant and is 
used by the plant to attach itself to some¬ 
thing. 

tenement ['tenamant] n a large old building, 
especially in the poor part of a city, that is 
divided into small apartments. 

Tenerife [,tena'ri:f] the largest of the Canary 
Islands and a popular tourist center, size: 

1,919 sq kms. population: 500,000. capital: 

Santa Cruz. 

tenet ['tenat] n one of the beliefs on which a 
larger system of beliefs or a theory is based 
(formal use). 

tenner ['tenar] n a tenner GB (informal use) ten 
pounds; a bill with a value of ten pounds. 

Tennessee [.tena'si:] a state in the southeast¬ 
ern USA, situated between the Appalachian 
Mountains and the Mississippi River, abbre¬ 

viation: TN. size: 109,412 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 4,877,185 (Tennesseans, Tennesseeans). 
capital: Nashville. 

Tennessee Valley Authority n the Tennessee 
Valley Authority a US government agency 
that controls natural resources in the area of 
the Tennessee River. It was established in 
1933 and is one of the first examples of a 
government protecting the environment. 

tennis ['tenas] n a game played by two people 
or two pairs of people who stand on oppo¬ 
site sides of a low wide net and use tennis 
rackets to hit a small ball over it □ tennis 
clothes □ a tennis match/club/player. 

tennis ball n a small rubber ball covered in a 
soft material that is used in tennis. 
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tennis court n the rectangular area for play¬ 
ing tennis on a surface of grass, asphalt etc. 

tennis player n a person who plays tennis, 

tennis racket tt a wooden or metal object 
with a long handle and a rounded flat part 
with strings stretched across it, used to hit 
the ball in tennis. 

Tennyson ['tenasan], Alfred (1809-1892) a 
British poet whose best-known work is The 
Charge of the Light Brigade. He is also called 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, 

tenor ['tenar] o n -1. music the highest natural 
male singing voice; a man who has this 
voice. -2. the tenor of sthg [of somebody's re¬ 

ply, letter, tone] the general meaning suggest¬ 
ed by sthg (formal use), o adj music [voice, re¬ 

corder, saxophone] that can produce a range 
of notes similar to that of the tenor, 

tenpins ['tenpinz] us, tenpin bowling [,ten- 
pin-] GB n an indoor game in which one tries 
to knock down ten wooden bottle-shaped 
objects with a heavy ball that one rolls 
along a long narrow section of floor, 

tense [tens] o adj -1. [person] who seems wor¬ 
ried and unable to relax; [period, situation] in 
which one is worried and unable to relax. 
-2. [body, muscles] that is stiff and not mov¬ 
ing, especially because of effort or concen¬ 
tration. o n grammar the form of a verb that 
shows whether one is referring to the past, 
present, or future, o vt to make <one’s 
body, muscles> etc tense, o vi [person, ani¬ 

mal, muscles] to become stiff, especially be¬ 
cause of effort or concentration □ He tensed, 
listening for sounds from downstairs. 

tensed up [,tenst-] adj to be tensed up to be 
anxious and unable to relax, 

tension ['tenfn] n -1. [in oneself] a feeling of 
worry or pressure that makes it difficult for 
one to relax □ Overwork causes tension. -2. 
[between two people] disagreement or bad 
feelings in a relationship between two peo¬ 
ple. -3. [between countries] a situation in 
which people do not trust each other and 
there may be violence as a result □ Tension is 
mounting in the region. -4. technology [of a 

wire, rope] the degree to which something is 
stretched tight. 

♦ tensions npl feelings of tension between 
people, countries etc □ racial/family tensions. 

ten-spot n US a ten-dollar bill (informal use), 

tent [tent] n a movable shelter, used for 
camping, that is made of nylon or canvas 
stretched over poles and held down by 
ropes. 

tentacle ['tentskl] n one of the arms of a 
squid, octopus etc that are used for touching 
and holding things, and for moving around, 

tentative ['tentativ] adj -1. [person, handshake] 
that seems uncertain and does not show 
much confidence □ the first tentative steps to¬ 
ward reform. -2. [agreement, proposal] that has 
not been finally accepted, 

tentatively ['tentativli] adv: see tentative □ She 
looked tentatively into the room. □ The delegates 
tentatively agreed on a date for resuming talks. 

tenterhooks ['tentarhoks] npl to be on tenter¬ 
hooks to be waiting for something anxious¬ 

ly- 
tenth [ten0] num 10th; number ten in a series; 

see also fifth. 

tent peg n a wooden or metal peg used to 
keep a tent firmly in a particular position. 

tent pole « a pole used to support the ma¬ 
terial of a tent. 

tenuous ['tenjuas] adj [argument, connection] 

that is weak and not very convincing. 

tenure ['tenjafl n (formal use) -1. the legal right 
to use a particular building or piece of land 
during a fixed period of time. -2. the right to 
keep a job as a university teacher for as long 
as one wants □ She’s lucky: she has tenure. 

tepee ['tiipi:] n -a tent shaped like a cone 
made by the Plains Indians from animal 
skins. 

tepid ['tepad] adj -1. [water, bath] that is warm, 
but not very warm. -2. [performance, wel¬ 

come, speech] that does not show much en¬ 
ergy or enthusiasm (disapproving use). 

tequila [ta'kida] n a strong alcoholic drink 
made in Mexico. 

Ter. GB ahbr of terrace. 

term [t3:rm] o « -1. a word or expression that 
refers to a particular thing, especially some¬ 
thing technical □ a banking term. -2. politics 

the fixed period of time during which a par¬ 
ticular party, president, prime minister etc 
stays in power after being elected □ It doesn't 
look like he'll make it to a second term in office. 
-3. the length of time that a particular job or 
situation lasts □ a prison term. ■ in the long/ 
short term over a long/short period of time 
in the future. -4. education one of the peri¬ 
ods of time into which the year is divided in 
a school, college, or university, 
o vt to be termed sthg to be called sthg □ 
The top part of a shoe is termed "the upper". 

♦ terms npl -1. the conditions of a contract, 
agreement, proposal etc □ We do this on my 
terms or not at all. -2. in international/real etc 
terms if one considers the intemational/real 
etc situation □ In economic terms, the policy is 
bound to be a winner. -3. on equal or the same 
terms [meet, hold discussions] at the same so¬ 
cial or professional level. ■ to be on good 
terms [people] to have' a good relationship 
with each other □ At least I'm on good terms 
with my bank manager. ■ not to be on speaking 
terms with sb to have such a bad relation¬ 
ship with sb that one does not speak to 
them □ They haven't been on speaking terms for 
years. -4. phrase to come to terms with sthg 
to accept sthg unpleasant and not let it af¬ 
fect one’s life too much □ She's only just start¬ 
ing to come to terms with the death of her son. 

♦ in terms of prep a phrase used to refer to 
one particular aspect of a situation □ In terms 
of inflation, the policy works. ■ to be thinking in 
terms of sthg to be considering sthg □ / was 
thinking more in terms of buying than rent¬ 
ing. 

terminal ['t3:rmanl] o adj -1. [illness, cancer] 
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that cannot be cured and causes death. 
-2. [patient, ward] that is connected with ter¬ 
minal illness, o « -l. [for planes, trains, buses] 

a place where planes, trains, or buses load 
and unload passengers or goods, and begin 
and end their trips. -2. computing a key¬ 
board and screen that can be used for put¬ 
ting information into a large computer and 
getting information from it. -3. electricity 
one of the points on an electrical circuit at 
which a connection can be made, 

terminally ['t3:rmanali] adv terminally ill [per¬ 

son] who is suffering from a terminal illness, 

terminate ['t3:rmaneit] o vt (formal use) -1. 
[agreement, contract, discussion] to end <sthg> 
completely and formally. -2. medicine to end 
<a pregnancy> by carrying out an abortion, 
o v* -1. [bus, train] to come to the end of its 
route in a particular place. -2. [contract] to 
come to an end. 

termination [,t3:rma'neij'n] n -1. [of an agree¬ 

ment, discussion, contract] see terminate. -2. 
medicine a medical operation to end a preg¬ 
nancy. 

termini ['t3:rmanai] plural of terminus, 

terminology [,t3:rma'nDlad3i] n the technical 
words and expressions used by people who 
know a lot about a particular subject □ 
medical/scientific/computer terminology. 

terminus ['t3:rmanas] {pi termini or terminuses) 
n a station where a bus or train ends its 
route. 

termite l't3:rmait] « a small insect that is 
found mainly in very hot countries, lives in 
nests made of mounds of earth, and feeds 
on wood or plants. 

Terr GB abbr of terrace. 

terrace ['teras] n -1. [of a building] a flat area 
outside a house, restaurant, hotel etc where 
people can sit, eat meals, or drink. -2. [of 

land] one of a series of flat sections of land 
cut from the side of a hill to look like steps 
so that tea, olives, grapes etc can be grown 
there. -3. GB [of houses] a row of similar 
houses that are all joined together. 

♦ terraces npl the terraces GB a series of wide 
steps at a soccer stadium where people can 
stand to watch games. 

terraced 1'terast] adj [hillside, garden] that has 
terraces cut into it. 

terraced house n GB one of the houses in a 
terrace. 

terracotta ftera'knta] n a reddish-brown clay 
that has been baked hard and is used for 
making flowerpots, tiles etc. 

terrain [ta'rein] n an area of land that has par¬ 
ticular features that affect how difficult or 
easy it is to travel across, 

terrapin ['terapin] {pi terrapin or terrapins) n a 
small turtle that lives in rivers and lakes, es¬ 
pecially in North America, 

terrestrial [ta'restrial] adj -1. that is connected 
with the Earth (formal use). -2. [animal, plant] 

that lives on the ground rather than in wa¬ 
ter. -3. terrestrial broadcasting/television etc 
broadcasting/television etc in which sound 

and pictures are sent from the Earth’s sur¬ 
face rather than by satellite, 

terrible ['terabl] adj -1. [accident, experience, 
war] that one finds shocking or unpleasant 
because it is so severe □ / suffer from terrible 
headaches. □ The flooding caused terrible dam¬ 
age. -2. to feel/look terrible [person] to feel/ 
look very unwell or unhappy □ You look terri¬ 
ble! -3. [meal, holiday, actor] that one thinks is 
very bad or of a very low standard □ "They 
refused to give me a refund." — "That's terri¬ 
ble I" □ My spelling's terrible. □ We had terrible 
service on the flight. -4. a terrible waste/shame 
etc a very great waste/shame etc □ What a 
terrible mess! 

terribly ['terabli] adv -1. [sing, play, write] very 
badly □ "How did it go?" — "Terribly!" -2. 
[care, mind, worry] very much. -3. terribly im¬ 
portant/expensive etc very important/expen- 
sive etc □ I’m terribly sorry! 

terrier ['tens1] « a small type of dog used 
originally for hunting. 

terrific [ta'rifik] adj -1. [idea, book, car] that one 
thinks is very good. -2. [thunderstorm, amount, 
noise] that is very great. 

terrified ['terafaid] adj [person, animal] that feels 
very frightened because they think some¬ 
thing bad might happen □ She's terrified of 
him/flying. □ He was terrified that his wife would 
find out. 

terrify f'terafai] (pt & pp terrified) vt to make 
<a person or animal> very frightened, 

terrifying ['terafanij] adj [experience, movie, 
thought] that makes one feel very frightened, 

terrine [te'riin] n a type of pate, 

territorial [,tera'ta:rial] adj [border, airspace, dis¬ 
pute] that is connected with an area of land 
owned or controlled by a particular country. 

Territorial Army « the Territorial Army GB a 
military force whose members are not pro¬ 
fessional soldiers but who train as soldiers 
in their free time. 

territorial waters npl the area of the ocean 
near the coast of a country that belongs to 
that country. 

Territorian [,tera'ta:rian] n AUS a person who 
comes from the Northern Territory, 

territory [us 'teratoiri, GB -tri] {pi territories) n 
-1. an area of land that is owned or con¬ 
trolled by a particular country, government, 
or ruler □ overseas territories. -2. an area of 
land of a particular type □ mountainous terri¬ 
tory. -3. an area of interest or knowledge □ 
This is new territory to me. 

♦ Territory = Northern Territory, 

terror [1 teror] n -1. a feeling of extreme fear □ / 
screamed in terror. -2. to have a terror of sthg 
to be very afraid of sthg □ He had a terror of 
flying. -3. [child] a child who is annoying and 
hard to control (informal use), 

terrorism ['terarizm] « the use of violence, es¬ 
pecially bombing and shooting, in order to 
achieve political aims. 

terrorist ['terarast] « a person who is involved 
in terrorism □ terrorist activities. 
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terrorize, -ise [’tersraiz] vt [population, neighbor¬ 

hood) to keep <a person, place, or animal> 
in a constant state of extreme fear by using 
violence or threatening to use violence, 

terror-stricken adj [person, face, refugees) very 
frightened. 

terry (cloth) ['ten-] n a type of thick cotton 
cloth with loose threads on the surface, 
used for making towels, bathrobes etc. 

terse [t3:rs] adj [reply, remark, person) that uses 
few words and can sound impolite, 

tersely ['t3:rsli] adv [say, reply] see terse a "Suit 
yourself," she said tersely. 

tertiary [us 't3:rfieri, GB 't3ij3ri] adj [importance, 

development] that comes third in a series or 
on a scale (formal use). 

tertiary education « education at a college or 
university. 

Terylene™ [’teralhn] « a strong, light, synthet¬ 
ic material used for making clothes. 

TESL ['tesl] (abbr of Teaching (of) English as a 
Second Language) n = TESOL. 

TESOL ['ti:sDl] (abbr of Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages) n the teaching 
of English to people who live in an English- 
speaking country, but whose own language 
is not English. 

test [test] o n -1. [of equipment, a drug, vehicle] 

a process that one follows to check whether 
or not something works properly □ The en¬ 
gine was put through a series of tests. -2. [of 

one's courage, determination] a situation in 
which the true qualities of somebody or 
something become obvious □ Traveling all that 
distance alone was a real test of character. □ This 
will be a stern test of the countries' newfound 
friendship. ■ to put sb/sthg to the test to do 
something to find out the true qualities of 
sb/sthg. -3. [of a student] an examination 
of somebody’s knowledge or skill in a par¬ 
ticular subject or activity □ a history test. 
-4. medicine a method used to find out if a 
part of one’s body is healthy or if it contains 
a particular substance □ an eye test □ DAM 
tests. 
o vt -1. [equipment, drug, vehicle] to do a test 
on <sthg>. -2. [friendship, courage, determina¬ 

tion] to cause the true qualities of <sb/sthg> 
to become clear. -3. [eyes, blood, patient] to 
examine <sb/sthg> to see if they are 
healthy. -4. [student, class] to give <sb> a 
test in order to check their ability or knowl¬ 
edge. ■ to test sb on sthg to ask sb questions 
in order to find out how much they know 
about sthg. 

testament ftestamant] n -1. law a document 
in which somebody states what should hap¬ 
pen to their money, property etc after they 
die. -2. a testament to sthg [to somebody's 

skill, success] proof of sthg □ It's a testament 
to her determination that she never gave up. 

test ban tt an agreement between countries 
to stop tests on atomic weapons, 

test card n GB = test pattern, 

test case tt a case in a court of law that is 
used as the basis for deciding future cases. 

test-drive vt to drive <a vehicle> in order to 
see if one likes it enough to buy it. 

tester ['testsr] n -1. a person whose job is to 
test equipment, food etc in a factory. -2. a 
bottle of perfume, a lipstick etc that a cus¬ 
tomer in a store can use to try the product, 

test flight n a flight of a new plane to check 
how well it flies. 

testicles ['testiklz] npl the two round sex or¬ 
gans in the male that produce sperm, 

testify ['testafai] (pt & pp testified) o vi -1. 
law to make a serious statement in a court 
of law about something that has happened. 
-2. to testify to sthg to show that sthg is 
true, o vt law He testified that he had seen the 
accused before. 

testimonial [.testa'mounjsl] n -1. a formal 
written statement about somebody’s charac¬ 
ter and abilities, often written by their em¬ 
ployer. -2. something that is done, said, or 
given to thank or praise somebody publicly, 

testimony [us 'testsmooni, GB -imam] n -1. law 
a formal statement about something that is 
made in a court of law. -2. a testimony to 
sthg [to somebody's courage, love] proof of 
sthg. 

testing ['testirj] adj [time, situation, questions] 

that one finds difficult to deal with, 

testing ground n an area where things, espe¬ 
cially weapons, are tested; a situation in 
which new ideas are tested, 

test match n GB one of a series of rugby or 
cricket games played between the teams of 
two countries. 

testosterone [te'stDstsroun] n a chemical in 
men’s bodies that gives them their male 
qualities and characteristics, 

test pattern n US a picture or pattern broad¬ 
cast on a television screen so that the qual¬ 
ity of reception can be tested, 

test pilot n a person whose job is to fly air¬ 
craft in order to test them, 

test tube n a small glass container shaped 
like a tube with one closed end, used in 
scientific tests. 

test-tube baby n a baby that has grown from 
an egg that was fertilized outside the moth¬ 
er’s body and then put back in. 

testy [‘testi] (compar testier, superl testiest) adj 
[person, remark] that shows irritation, 

tetanus [’tetanas] n a serious disease that is 
caused by bacteria that get into wounds and 
that makes one’s muscles become very stiff, 
especially in the jaw. 

tetchy ['tetji] (compar tetchier, superl tetchiest) 
adj [person] who is easily annoyed or offend¬ 
ed. 

tete-a-tete [,terto'teitJ n a private conversation 
between two people. 

tether [’tedar] o vt [horse, dog] to tie <an ani¬ 
mal to a post, fence etc at the end of a 
leash or rope □ The goat was tethered to the 
fence, o n to be at the end of one's tether to 
feel that one cannot deal with a situation 
anymore because of worry, tiredness etc. 
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Texan ['teksn] « & adj: see Texas. 

Texas ['teksas] a state in the southern USA, 
on the Mexican border. It is a major center 
of the oil and gas industries, abbreviation: 
TX. size: 690,000 sq kms. population: 
16,986,510 (Texans), capital: Austin. 

Tex-Mex [,teks'meks] adj [cooking, music, restau¬ 

rant] that is influenced by a mixture of Tex¬ 
an and Mexican culture. 

text [tekst] n -1. [of a book, article] the main 
written part in a book, article etc. -2. [on a 

screen, page] written material. -3. [of an inter¬ 

view, speech] the written version of a speech, 
interview etc. -4. [for studying] a book, espe¬ 
cially one that is used for studying. 

textbook ['tekstbuk] « a book that contains 
facts about a particular subject and is used 
especially in schools, colleges etc. 

textile [’tekstail] n a woven cloth that is made 
in a factory □ a textile worker/factory □ the tex¬ 
tile industry. 

texture ['tekstfar] n [of wood, paper, food] the 
way something feels when one touches it □ 
The cloth had the texture of fine wool. 

TGWU (abbr of Transport and General Workers' 
Union) n the TGWU a large British labor un¬ 
ion for people in many different trades and 
professions. 

Thai [tai] n & adj: see Thailand. 

Thailand [’tadaend] a country in Southeast 
Asia, covering part of the Malay Peninsula, 
and the mainland to the north. SIZE: 514,000 
sq kms. population: 58,800,000 (Thais), capi¬ 
tal: Bangkok, language: Thai, currency: 
baht. 

Thalidomide™ [Ga'Iidamaid] n a drug that used 
to be given to pregnant women but was with¬ 
drawn after it was proved in the 1960s to cause 
deformities in babies. 

Thames [temz]: the Thames a river in south¬ 
ern England that flows through London into 
the North Sea. 

than [stressed dsen, unstressed dn] conj -1. used 
in comparisons □ People started arriving a lot 
sooner than we expected. □ He seems happier 
than he was the last time I saw him. □ They're 
richer than us. □ We sell more wheat bread than 
white bread. □ The work won't take more than 
three days. -2. used to show what one 
chooses or prefers □ We decided to take a cab 
rather than walk. □ I'd rather eat at home than in 
a restaurant. 

thank [Gaerjk] vt to show one’s gratitude to 
<sb> for something, usually by saying 
something □ / thanked everyone for their 
contributions/for coming. □ I can't thank you 
enough. ■ thank God or goodness or heavens! 
a phrase used to show relief. 

♦ thanks o npl feelings of gratitude □ I'd like 
to express my sincere thanks for all you've done, 
o excl a word used to show one’s gratitude 
to somebody □ Thanks a lot! □ Thanks very 
much, m no thanks a phrase used to politely 
refuse something that is offered □ "Would 
you like a drink?" — “No thanks." 

♦ thanks to prep because of <sb/sthg> □ 

Thanks to the help of all our volunteers we made 
over $2,000. □ Thanks to you, we lost the con¬ 
tract. 

thankful ['Gasgkfl] adj -1. to be thankful for 
sthg to be grateful for sthg □ You should be 
thankful for all we've done for you. -2. to be 
thankful to feel relieved □ He was thankful to 
be at home at last/to have escaped. 

thankfully ['0aer)kfli] adv -1. [accept, receive] 

gratefully. -2. thankfully,... a word used to 
show that one feels relieved about some¬ 
thing that has happened □ Thankfully, nobody 
was hurt. 

thankless ['Gaerjklas] adj [job, task] that is hard 
and that one is unlikely to be thanked or re¬ 
warded for. 

thanksgiving [.Gaerjks'givir)] n an act of thank¬ 
ing God. 

Thanksgiving (Day) n a public holiday on 
the fourth Thursday of November in the 
USA, and on the second Monday of Octo¬ 
ber in Canada. It celebrates the survival of 
the Pilgrim Fathers, who were among the 
first Europeans to settle in North America. 

W THANKSGIVING 

When the Pilgrim Fathers (the first settlers) 
arrived in North America in 1620, many of 
them died of hunger during their first win¬ 
ter. In the second year, the Native Ameri¬ 
cans in the region taught them how to grow 
corn and other local food. In the autumn, 
when the settlers saw that they had enough 
food to survive the winter, they had a 
Thanksgiving meal with the Native Ameri¬ 
cans. Many years later, in 1863, President 
Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national holi¬ 
day. Most Americans now spend Thanks¬ 
giving with their families, and have a tradi¬ 
tional Thanksgiving meed of turkey with 
cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, and pump¬ 
kin pie. 

thank you excl a phrase used to show one’s 
gratitude to somebody □ Thank you for all your 
help. □ Thank you so much. 

♦ thankyou n something that one says or 
does to show one’s gratitude to somebody □ 
Let me just say a special thankyou to all the peo¬ 
ple who made this event possible. □ a thankyou 
note. 

that [stressed diet, unstressed bat] (pi those) 
o pron -1. used to refer to a person or thing 
that has already been mentioned □ Here's $5 
— will that be enough? □ After that we all had a 
drink to celebrate. □ Those are the guys I was 
telling you about. ■ those who... the people 
who... □ I'd like to thank all those who helped. 
-2. used to refer to a past action or event □ / 
don't remember her saying that. -3. used when 
pointing to a person or thing some distance 
away □ Who's that at the door? -4. phrases 
that's it used when one feels one cannot 
continue doing something □ That's it. I've had 
enough. I'm leaving! □ That's it then: we've tried 
everything, m that's that used to show one is 
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not going to change one’s mind □ I'm not go¬ 
ing, and that's that! 

o rel yron used instead of “who” or “which” 
to introduce relative clauses □ She's not 
someone that I know very well. □ It's the kind of 
mistake that's only too easy to make. 

o conj used to introduce clauses that give 
more information □ She said that the matter 
was confidential. □ Everyone knows that he's tak¬ 
ing early retirement. □ It's vital that they attend. □ 
I'm aware that this may cause problems, 

o det -1. used to refer to a person or thing 
already mentioned □ Later that day another 
meeting took place. □ I'd forgotten all about those 
old photos I took. -2. used to refer to a past 
event or situation □ That decision was one of 
the hardest I've ever had to take. -3. used when 
pointing to a person or thing some distance 
away □ That woman over there looks like Diana! 
□ It's just past those traffic lights on the left. 
o adv not that good/easy etc not very good/ 
easy etc □ It's not that long since they hired him. 

♦ at that adv used to give extra information □ 
She's a doctor, and a good one at that. 

♦ that is (to say) adv used to explain or cor¬ 
rect what one has just said □ He agreed — 
that is, he said he had no objection. 

thatched [0setJt] odj a thatched roof a roof 
that is made of straw or reeds. ■ a thatched 
house/cottage a house/cottage that has a 
thatched roof. 

Thatcherism ['Oaetjsrizm] tt the political ideas 
associated with Margaret Thatcher who was 
Conservative Prime Minister in Britain from 
1979 to 1990. 

that's [stressed daets, unstressed dats] = that is. 

thaw [0o:] o vi -1. [ice, snow] to melt; [frozen 

food] to go from a frozen state to being 
ready to eat □ The cake should be left to thaw 
for about three hours. -2. [person, relations] to 
become more friendly after a period of un¬ 
friendliness. o vt [ice, frozen food, snow] to 
cause <sthg> to thaw, o n a period of 
warmer weather after a period of freezing 
weather, when snow and ice thaws. 

the [stressed di:, unstressed da, before vowel di] 
o det -1. used to tell the listener or reader 
that they already know which particular 
thing or person is being talked about □ / 
bought a magazine and looked at the pictures. □ 
That's the woman I was telling you about. -2. 
used to refer to things from everyday life 
that everybody knows about □ on the phone/ 
television □ in the media □ the teaching profes¬ 
sion □ We swam in the ocean. □ The sun came 
out in the afternoon. -3. the bee is an insect 
bees are insects (used when making general 
comments) □ The car could ruin our cities. □ The 
Italians love their food. -4. used with parts of 
the body □ He was hit on the head. -5. used 
before the names of some common illnesses 
□ / have the flu/the mumps. -6. the old old peo¬ 
ple (used before adjectives to form plural 
nouns) □ help for the underprivileged/the dis¬ 
abled □ the British/Chinese/Swiss. -7. the 
Joneses the family called Jones (used with 
names) □ The Bensons are coming to dinner. 

-8. used before the names of countries, re¬ 
gions, oceans etc □ the USA □ the Pacific 
Ocean □ the Philippines. -9. used in dates □ 
May the twelfth □ in the sixties. -10. used in ti¬ 
tles □ Alexander the Great □ the President of the 
United States. -11. paid by the hour paid for 
each hour □ Our car does 40 miles to the gallon. 
-12. to have the time/money to have enough 
time/money □ I'm sorry, I just don't have the 
energy. 

o adv the...the... used before two compara¬ 
tive adjectives or adverbs □ The more I see 
her the less I like her. 

theater us, theatre GB ['0iatar] n -1. a building 
or a room in a building with a stage on 
which plays, shows etc are performed □ a 

theater production/program/box office. -2. the 
theater the activity or profession of working 
on plays in theaters, e.g. as an actor or di¬ 
rector □ She's in the theater. -3. [in a hospital] a 
room in a hospital where operations are 
done □ He went into theater an hour ago. -4. US 
[for movies] a place where people go to 
watch movies. 

theatergoer us, theatregoer gb ['0iatargouar] 
n a person who regularly goes to theaters to 
see plays being performed. 

theatrical [0i'aetrikl] adj -1. [production, costs, 

staff] connected with the theater. -2. 
[behavior, gesture, speech] that is exaggerated 
in order to impress people. 

theft [0eft] n -1. the activity of stealing things 
from other people □ Theft is on the increase. 
-2. [of a wallet, car] an act of stealing things 
from other people □ / reported the theft to the 
police immediately. 

their [stressed dear, unstressed dar] det -1. used 
to say that somebody or something is con¬ 
nected with or belongs to a group of people 
or things that does not include oneself. ■ 
their house/car the house/car that belongs to 
them (used to refer to people) □ They lost all 
their money when the bank collapsed. □ Both of 
their children want to be doctors. ■ their 
wheels/lights the wheels/lights that are at¬ 
tached to them (used to refer to things) □ 
cars with their horns blaring. -2. used to say 
that somebody or something is connected 
with or belongs to a person when one does 
not know if that person is male or female □ 
Somebody has left their umbrella behind. -3. 
used in titles to refer to two or more people 
□ their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
of Wales. 

theirs [dearz] pron used to refer to something 
that belongs to or is connected with a group 
of things or people that does not include 
oneself □ Our car broke down, so my parents 
lent us theirs. ■ it's theirs it belongs to them □ 
The land has been theirs for hundreds of years. ■ 
a friend of theirs one of their friends. 

them [stressed dem, unstressed dam] pron -1. the 
people or things that have just been men¬ 
tioned, seen etc (used as the object of a 
verb, and after prepositions) □ Bill and Tony 
told me to phone them as soon as I arrived. □ My 
wife likes olives, but I can't stand them. □ The 
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secretary gave them each a form to fill out. □ The 
Smiths had been very kind, so we threw a party 
for them. -2. used as the object of a verb or 
after a preposition to refer to a person when 
one does not know if that person is male or 
female □ If somebody calls for me, tell them to 
call back later. 

thematic [Gi'mastik] adj [approach, content] that 
is connected with a particular theme. 

theme [0i:m] n -1. [of a debate, conversation, 
speech] the main subject of something □ My 
theme this evening will be the single European 
currency. -2. [of a work of art, book, festival] the 
main idea that an artist, designer, writer, or 
decorator uses □ the theme of revenge in 
"Hamlet" □ The theme is military at this winter's 
Paris collections. -3. music a particular tune, in 
a longer musical work, that keeps returning. 
-4. = theme song. -5. = theme tune. 

theme park n an outdoor amusement park 
based on one idea. 

theme song n a song that is played during a 
movie. 

theme tune n a tune that is played at the be¬ 
ginning or end of a radio or TV program. 

themselves [Sam'selvz] pron -1. used as the 
object of a verb, or after a preposition, to re¬ 
fer to the same people as the subject "they” 
□ They taught themselves to speak Japanese. □ 
They have left themselves no other option. □ 
They've built up quite a reputation for themselves. 
-2. used as the object of a verb, or after a 
preposition, to refer to the same person as 
the subject, when this could be male or fe¬ 
male □ Somebody on the fifth floor has locked 
themselves out. -3. they did it themselves they 
did it without help from other people o They 
tried to repair the TV themselves but in the end 
they had to call a repairman, ■ by themselves 
alone □ My parents prefer to go on vacation by 
themselves. 

then [den] o adv -1. used to refer to a particu¬ 
lar time in the past or in the future □ There 
were no computers then, so we had to do It by 
hand. □ I'll be in New York next week, so let's 
meet then. -2. used to show that an action 
comes after another action in time □ / 
checked my mail, then I read the papers. -3. 
used to show that what one is saying is 
connected with something that has been 
said before □ What are you going to do then? □ 
You've read it before then, have you? -4. used to 
show that one has reached a conclusion or 
made a decision □ OK, then, goodbye. □ I'll take 
the pink one, then. -5. used to show that one 
is drawing a conclusion or making a sum¬ 
mary □ It is safe to say, then, that the drug has 
few side effects. -6. used in sentences begin¬ 
ning with “iP to show that something is a 
logical consequence or result of something 
else □ If today is Monday, then tomorrow must 
be Tuesday. □ If you help me, then I'll help you 
sometime. -7. used when one wants to add 
information or a comment to something one 
has said □ And then there's the problem of how 
to deal with students who are late, 

o adj the then president the person who was 

president at that time □ Her then husband was 
head of the company. 

thence [dens] adv (formal use) -1. from that 
place □ We traveled by train to Patras and thence 
by boat to Bari. -2. for that reason, 

theologian [0i3'loud33n] n a person who stud¬ 
ies theology. 

theology [0i't>lad3i] n the study of religion, 

theorem ['Gimrsin] « a formula or statement in 
mathematics that can be proved by logic, 

theoretical [Gim'retikl] adj -1. [need, leader] 

that is supposed to be true or read, but is 
probably not □ It's a theoretical possibility, but 
it will probably never happen. -2. [study, work] 

that is based on abstract ideas and theories 
and is not concerned with practical uses □ 
She's a theoretical physicist. 

theoretically [Gim'retikli] adv -1. according to 
a scientific theory □ Such weapons do not ex¬ 
ist, though it's theoretically possible to build 
them. -2. a word used to say that something 
is supposed to happen, but that in fact it 
does not happen □ We all get paid the same, 
theoretically. 

theorist ['Gimrast] n a person who develops an 
idea to try to explain a particular subject or 
problem. 

theorize, -ise ['Gkaraiz] vi to present a pos¬ 
sible explanation for something without 
having any very definite facts □ All we can do 
is theorize about the reason for the change. 

theory ['Gkari] (pi theories) n -1. an idea that 
is presented to explain something but that 
has not yet been proven □ Einstein's theories 
of relativity. -2. a set of abstract ideas about a 
particular subject □ the political theory of 
Hobbes. -3. in a subject one studies, the part 
concerned with ideas and principles rather 
than practical aspects □ My music exam has 
two parts, theory and practical. 

♦ in theory adv a phrase used when some¬ 
thing is supposed to happen or be true, but 
in fact may not happen or be true □ So, in 
theory, we arrive at about three o'clock. □ In theo¬ 
ry, there's absolutely no risk. 

therapeutic [.Gera'pjuitik] adj -1. that makes a 
person feel better when they are tired, 
tense, or depressed □ / find sewing/gardening 
very therapeutic. -2. [treatment, drug] that has a 
good effect on a patient’s health, 

therapist [’Gerapast] « a person trained to do a 
particular type of therapy □ a speech therapist 
□ an occupational therapist. 

therapy ['Gerapi] n -1. the treatment of some¬ 
body who has a mental problem by talking 
to them over a period of time about their 
feelings, past experiences etc □ How long has 
he been in therapy? -2. treatment of an illness, 
especially without the use of drugs or sur¬ 
gery □ massage therapy. 

there [stressed dear, unstressed dor] o pron 
-1. there is/are used to say that something 
exists. ■ there's somebody on the phone 
somebody is on the phone □ There's a new 
leisure center in town. □ There aren't any cookies 
left. □ Were there any problems getting here? □ 
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There must be some mistake. -2. used with 
certain verbs, e.g. “follow”, “remain”, “ex¬ 
ist”, “grow”, “stand”, “come”, to introduce 
the real subject of a sentence (formal use) □ 
There remain several issues to be decided. □ 
There now follows a party political broadcast. □ 
There comes a time when one has to say no. 
o adv -1. it is there to be used it exists to be 
used □ Teachers are supposed to be there to 
help. ■ is anybody there? is anybody present 
or available? □ / called the consulate, but there 
was nobody there who could answer my ques¬ 
tion. -2. she is there she is in that place □ He 
was born in Boston and went to school there. ■ I 
am going there I am going to that place □ 
You can get to the island by ferry, or you can fly 
there. ■ over there used to indicate a place 
that is a short distance away □ The keys are 
over there on the table. ■ it's ten miles there 
and back the distance to go from here to 
that place and to come back here is ten 
miles. -3. used to indicate a point in a con¬ 
versation or logical argument □ I'm afraid I 
can't agree with you there. -4. used to refer to 
a particular stage in a process or activity □ 
I'm afraid we'll have to leave it there for today. ■ 
we're getting there we are starting to 
achieve our goals □ The company may not be 
making a profit yet, but we're getting there. 
-5. phrases he/she is not all there he/she is 
crazy (informal use). ■ there you are a phrase 
used when one is giving somebody some¬ 
thing that they have asked for; a phrase 
used to show that a situation is as one ex¬ 
pected; a phrase used to show that one does 
not like a situation, but that it cannot be 
changed □ There you are, don't drop it. □ There 
you are, I told you you'd find it. □ The system is 
pretty inefficient, but there you are. 
o excl used to show that a situation is as 
one expected □ There, I knew it would be OK in 
the end. ■ there, there a phrase used when 
one is trying to calm down a person, espe¬ 
cially a baby, who is upset □ There, there, 
don't cry. 

♦ there and then, then and there adv im¬ 
mediately □ I should have left there and then. 

thereabout [.desra'baut] us, thereabouts f,dear- 
a'bauts] adv eight o'clock or thereabout approxi¬ 
mately eight o’clock □ The rail link will be finished 
in 2010 or thereabout. 

thereafter [US der'aeftr, GB .dear'aifts] adv after 
that (formal use). 

thereby [,desrlbai] adv used to introduce the 
result of a particular action (formal use) □ 
Share prices fell sharply, thereby creating panic 
among investors. 

therefore ['dearfo:r] adv used to introduce the 
logical result of something that has been 
mentioned □ Some equipment has disappeared, 
therefore we are introducing stricter controls. 

therein [,dear'm] adv -1. in the place that has 
been mentioned (formal use) □ ...and all that is 
contained therein. -2. therein lies the prob¬ 
lem/situation/difficulty etc the problem/ 
situation/difficulty etc is a result of that □ 
The author has a highly original approach, and 
therein lies the interest of the book. 

there's [stressed dearz, unstressed dorz] = there 
is. 

thereupon [.dears'pmi] adv after that (formal 
use). 

thermal ['03:rml] adj -1. technology [energy, in¬ 

sulation] that is connected with heat. -2. 
thermal gloves/underwear etc gloves/under¬ 
wear etc that are specially designed to keep 
people warm in cold weather, 

thermodynamics [,03:rmoudai'n£emiks] n the 
branch of physics that deals with the rela¬ 
tionship between heat and movement, 

thermometer [03r'mDmit3r] n a device used to 
measure temperature. 

thermonuclear [,03:rmou'nJu:kliar] adj [energy, 

reaction, bomb] that is connected with the 
high temperatures caused by nuclear fusion; 
Iwar] that involves thermonuclear weapons, 

thermoplastic [,03:rmou'plasstik] o n a plastic 
that is soft when heated, but hard when 
cool, o adj: thermoplastic material. 

Thermos™ l'03:rm3s] n a Thermos flask or bot¬ 
tle a container with an inside and an outside 
wall and a vacuum between them, used to 
keep liquids hot or cold, 

thermostat ['03:rmosta;t | n a device that con¬ 
trols or regulates temperature and keeps it 
at a fixed level □ the central heating thermostat. 

thesaurus [©s'ssirss] {pi thesauruses) n a refer¬ 
ence book where words with similar mean¬ 
ings are put together under headings, so 
that one can find a word that one cannot 
think of. 

these [di:z] plural of this. 

thesis ['0i:sss] {pi theses [-i:z]) n -1. an idea 
that is presented using logic, often to try to 
explain something. -2. a long piece of origi¬ 
nal writing done as part of a university de¬ 
gree, especially a PhD, and based on re¬ 
search □ She's writing her thesis on French 
women writers. 

they [dei] pron -1. the people or things that 
have just been mentioned, seen etc (used as 
the subject of a verb) o / invited Louise and 
Sue, but they couldn't come. □ Who are they? □ 
Don't eat these eggs, they're past their expiration 
date. -2. used to refer to people in general, 
or to people in authority □ They say he's been 
married before. □ They're going to raise taxes 
again. -3. used as the subject of a verb to re¬ 
fer to somebody when one does not know 
if that person is male or female □ Somebody 
called earlier, but they didn't leave a message. 

they'd [deid] = they had, they would, 

they'll [deil] = they will. 

they're [stressed dear, unstressed doT = they are. 

they've [deiv] = they have □ They've no idea 
what they're doing! 

thick [0ik] o adj -1. [piece, object, arm] that has 
a particular distance from side to side or 
from top to bottom □ three centimeters thick. 
-2. [layer, strip] that is wider or deeper than 
other things of the same type □ Some thick 
carpet would make the room warmer. -3. [hair, 

hedge, forest] that grows very closely packed 
□ He had long, thick hair. -4. [person] who is 
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stupid (informal and disapproving use) □ / think 
he's just thick, that's all. -5. [liquid, sauce, mix¬ 

ture] that does not flow easily □ thick vegeta¬ 
ble soup. -6. [smoke, mist, cloud] that is hard 
to see through □ A thick fog had descended. 
-7'. [voice] that is not clear because it is af¬ 
fected by emotion or alcoholic drink; [accent] 

that is strong and difficult to understand □ 
"Please, don't leave," he said, his voice thick with 
emotion. □ a thick French accent. -8. to be thick 
with sthg [with mud, paint] to be covered with 
a thick layer of sthg; [with traffic, smoke, peo¬ 

ple] to be full of sthg □ The paths were thick 
with snow. □ The streets were thick with last- 
minute shoppers. 
on to be in the thick of it to be in the mid¬ 
dle of a very busy activity □ We're in the thick 
of restructuring at the moment. 

♦ thick and fast adv [come] quickly and in 
great numbers □ Reports of some catastrophe 
were arriving thick and fast 

♦ through thick and thin adv [remain, stay] 

through good times and bad times, whatev¬ 
er happens □ She promised to stick with him 
through thick and thin. 

thicken ['Oikn] o vt [sauce, mixture] to make 
<sthg> less liquid, e.g. by adding a solid 
substance such as flour, o vi -1. [smoke, mist, 

cloud] to become harder to see through. -2. 
[undergrowth, wood] to become harder to get 
through as one goes further. -3. [sauce, mix¬ 

ture] to become thicker □ Leave the soup on a 
low heat to thicken. 

thickener f'0ikan3r] n a substance that is add¬ 
ed to a liquid to make it thicker, 

thicket [’Gikat] n a group of trees and bushes 
growing very close together, 

thickly ['Gikli] adv -1. [spread, cover, apply] in a 
thick layer; [slice, cut] into thick layers □ fwo 

slices of thickly buttered bread. -2. thickly wood¬ 
ed/populated having a lot of trees/peo¬ 
ple in a small area. -3. [say] in a voice made 
less clear by strong emotion or drink, 

thickset [,0ik'set] adj [body, person] short and 
heavy. 

thiCk-skinned [-'skind] adj Iperson] who is not 
easily hurt by other people’s criticism, 

thief [0i:f] (pi thieves) « a person who steals, 
usually without seeing or hurting their vic¬ 
tim □ a car thief. 

thieve [0i:v] o vt to steal <sthg>. o vi: In the 
end, he started thieving from shops. 

thieves [0i:vz] plural of thief, 

thieving ['0i:vrrj] o «-the activity of stealing 
things □ A good deal of thieving goes on in this 
neighborhood, o adj [person] who has stolen 
something (disapproving use) □ thieving kids. 

thigh [0ai] n the top part of the leg, from 
where it joins the body down to the knee, 

thighbo.ne ['Gaiboon] « the bone inside the 
thigh. 

thimble ['Gimbl] n a small metal object that 
one wears on the end of one’s finger when 
sewing, to stop the needle from going into 
one’s skin. 

thin [0in] (compar thinner, superl thinnest, pt & 

pp thinned, cont thinning) o adj -1. [layer, ma¬ 

terial] that is less wide or deep than other 
things of the same type □ Could you cut me a 

thin piece of cake? -2. (person] who does not 
have much fat on their body □ How do you 
stay so thin? -3. [liquid, sauce, mixture] that 
flows easily □ thin soup. -4. [hair, vegetation] 

that does not grow closely packed; [attend¬ 

ance, support] that does not involve many 
people □ Attendance at the party meeting that 
week was pretty thin. • to be thin on top [man] 

not to have much hair (informal use). -5. 
phrases to appear out of thin air to appear 
mysteriously and very unexpectedly. ■ to 
disappear or vanish into thin air to completely 
disappear in a mysterious and sudden way. 

o adv to be wearing thin [joke] to become boring 
after being told too often; [patience] to be com¬ 
ing to an end as a result of somebody’s annoy¬ 
ing behavior. 

o vi to be thinning [hair] to be gradually fall¬ 
ing out. 

♦ thin down vt sep to thin sthg down [liquid, 

paint, mixture] to make sthg thinner by add¬ 
ing more liquid. 

thing [0ig] n -1. a word used to refer to a sin¬ 
gle fact, remark, action, detail etc □ There's 
no shortage of things to do here in the summer. 
□ / hope I did the right thing by keeping it. □ 
Chocolate is one of my favorite things. □ The 
thing I like about Kim is her sense of humor. □ 
Record players will soon be a thing of the past. ■ 
a terrible/funny thing happened something 
terrible/funny happened. ■ the important/ 
difficult thing is... what is important/difficult 
is... -2. not... a thing not... anything □ He 
doesn't know a thing about politics. □ / haven't 
eaten a thing since lunchtime. -3. an object that 
one cannot or need not name, or that one 
has already mentioned □ What's that thing on 
your sleeve? □ If the printer jams again I'm going 
to throw the darned thing out of the window! 
-4. a word used in phrases that express the 
particular feeling one has for a person or 
animal □ You lucky thing! □ Poor thing, it's hurt 
its paw. -5. it’s the thing it’s the fashion (in¬ 
formal use). -6. phrases what with one thing 
and another for several reasons □ What with 
one thing and another, I didn't get home till mid¬ 
night. ■ the thing is... a phrase used when 
one is starting to explain a problem or diffi¬ 
cult situation □ I'd love to go, but the thing is, 
I'm seeing John that evening, m it's just one of 
those things it’s something that cannot be 
avoided or explained (informal use) □ / don't 
know how it happened, it's just one of those 
things, I suppose. ■ to have a thing about sb/ 
sthg to have an unusually strong liking for 
or dislike of sb/sthg (informal use) □ Mike has 
a real thing about flying, m to make a (big) thing 
out of sthg to make sthg seem very impor¬ 
tant (informal use) □ Look, I don’t want to make 
a big thing out of it, but could you pay me. back 
that money I lent you? 

♦ things npl -1. one's things the clothes, ob¬ 
jects etc that belong to one □ / packed all my 
things in a suitcase. □ Don't leave your things ly¬ 
ing all over the floor! -2. swimming/tennis etc 
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things the equipment, clothing etc needed 
for swimming/tennis etc □ Let's clear the 
breakfast things away first. □ Do you have any 
sewing things with you? -3. how are things? 
how is life in general? (informal use) □ “How 
are you?" — “Oh, things could be worse." □ The 
way things are going, we'll all be out of a job 
soon. 

thingamabob ['Oigamabob], thingummy(jig) 
['0ir)3mi(d3ig)], thingy ['Gigi] (pi thingies) n a 
word used when one cannot think of the 
proper name for an object. 

think [Girjk] (pt & pp thought) o vt -1. to think 
(that)... to have the opinion or belief that 
something is true □ Do you really think that 
we'll win? □ / don't think that's a good idea. □ 
Who cares what other people think! □ But I 
thought you already knew! -2. to have <sthg> 
in one’s mind but not say it out loud □ 
That's funny, I was just thinking the same thing. □ 
“He's bluffing," I thought to myself. -3. I think 
I'll do it I am planning or intending to do it □ 
I think I'll work at home tomorrow. -4. to re¬ 
member <sthg> □ / didn't think to bring any 
money. □ Try and think where you might have left 
the key. -5. phrases I think/don't think... a 
phrase used when one believes something 
to be true/not true but is not completely 
sure □ / don't think we've met before. □ "Do we 
have everything we need?" — "Yes, I think we 
do." ■ do you think... a phrase used to start a 
polite request □ Do you think you could turn the 
music down? ■ I can't think why/what etc... I 
can’t understand why/what etc... □ / can't 
think why you didn 't just call me. 
o vi -1. to use one’s mind to produce ideas, 
make decisions etc □ Be quiet a minute, I'm 
trying to think. □ Diana thought for a while before 
replying. □ Your problem is you think too much! 
-2. phrases just think! a phrase used when 
one wants somebody to imagine something 
pleasurable or exciting □ Just think — tomor¬ 
row we'lI be in Rome! m to think better of sthg 
to decide not to do sthg after considering it 
□ He was going to complain, but then thought 
better of it. ■ to think nothing of doing sthg to 
think that sthg is normal or easy, although 
other people would find it strange or diffi¬ 
cult □ She thinks nothing of spending $300 on a 
pair of shoes. ■ to think twice to consider 
something very carefully before doing it be¬ 
cause it could have bad results □ I'd think 
twice before going on another vacation like that, 
o n to have a think to think about something 
carefully in order to make a decision about 
it (informal use) □ Don't decide right away — 
have a think about it for a few days. 

♦ think about vt fus -1. to think about sthg to 
have sthg in one’s mind □ I've been thinking 
about what you said. -2. to be thinking about 
doing sthg to be considering doing sthg as a 
possibility □ They're thinking about selling the 
house. 

♦ think back vi to remember events that 
happened in the past □ Try to think back to 
what happened. 

♦ think of vt fus -1. to be thinking of doing 
sthg to be thinking about doing sthg □ We're 

thinking of getting married. -2. to think of sthg 
to remember sthg □ / can't think of her name 
right now. □ / often think of that week we spent 
in Miami. -3. to think of sthg to have an idea 
about sthg □ I've thought of a way to solve the 
problem. -4. to think of sb to have a particular 
opinion of sb □ He thinks very highly of you, 
you know. □ What do you think of her new boy¬ 
friend? m to think of sb/sthg as sthg to consid¬ 
er sb/sthg to be a particular thing □ I've al¬ 
ways thought of you as a friend rather than a col¬ 
league. ■ to think a lot of sb/sthg to have a 
good/bad opinion of sb/sthg □ I didn't think 
much of that restaurant they took us to. -5. to 
show consideration for sb’s feelings □ You 
never think of anybody but yourself! 

♦ think over vt sep to think sthg over to con- 
sider sthg carefully □ / need some time to think 
this over. 

♦ think through vt sep to think sthg through 
to consider everything that might happen as 
a result of sthg □ John, are you sure you've re¬ 
ally thought this through? 

♦ think up vt sep to think sthg up to invent 
sthg, especially in order to deal with a par¬ 
ticular problem or situation □ You'll have to 
think up a good excuse for missing the meeting. 

thinker ['Gir)kar] n -1. a serious person who 
thinks a lot about things. -2. a person who 
expresses opinions on important questions 
that affect human life and society □ one of 
Germany's grestest modern thinkers. 

thinking ['Gigkiri] o adj the thinking man/ 
woman the sort of educated man/woman 
who is likely to think carefully about a par¬ 
ticular subject □ the thinking man's choice. 

On-1. a person’s thoughts and opinions □ 
According to that line of thinking, European unity 
is an excellent idea, m to my way of thinking in 
my opinion. -2. the process of thinking 
about ideas □ You'd better do some serious 
thinking about your future. -3. the theory that 
lies behind a particular plan and explains 
the reason for it □ The thinking is that people 
will come to prefer public transportation. 

think tank n a group of people that is formed 
by a government or organization to advise 
them and to produce new policies or ideas □ 
a government/right-wing think tank. 

thinly [’Ginli] adv -1. [spread, cover, apply] in a 
thin layer; [slice, cut] into thin layers □ thinly 
sliced bread. -2. [grow] not in great numbers 
and not close together □ a thinly populated 
area □ Sow the seeds thinly. -3. thinly disguised 
or veiled [remark, threat] that can be clearly 
understood even though it is deliberately 
expressed in a way that is not clear □ The 
proposal was a thinly disguised attempt to sell off 
the company. 

thinner ['0m3r] n a substance added to paint 
to make it more liquid. 

thin-skinned [-'skind] adj [person] who is too 
easily hurt by criticism. 

third [03:rd] o num 3rd; number 3 in a series; 
see also fifth, o n GB & AUS education = 
third-class degree □ He got a third. 
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third-class degree « gb & aus education the 
lowest level of honors degree, 

third-degree burns npl very severe bums, 

thirdly [’03:rdli] adv a word used when one is 
introducing one’s third point □ And thirdly, 
there is simply no money available! 

third party « a person who is not one of the 
two main groups or individuals involved in 
a business or legal affair, 

third-party insurance n insurance that covers 
a person if they injure somebody else or 
damage somebody else’s property, 

third-rate adj [work, production, performance] 
that is of very poor quality (disapproving use), 

third reading « gb the third and final time 
that a bill proposing a new law is read and 
discussed in Parliament. 

Third World n the Third World the developing 
countries in Africa, Asia, and South America 
that are poor and do not have much indus¬ 
try. 

thirst [03:rst] n -1. a desire to drink □ He had a 
terrible thirst. -2. the condition in which peo¬ 
ple do not have enough to drink □ Millions 
are suffering from hunger and thirst. -3. a thirst 
for sthg [for power, excitement] a great desire 
for sthg. 

thirsty ['03:rsti] (compar thirstier, superl thirsti¬ 
est) adj -1. to be or feel thirsty to feel the 
need to drink □ "Are you thirsty?" — “Yes! 
Let's have a drink!" -2. thirsty work an activity 
that makes people feel thirsty because it is 
tiring or requires a lot of energy □ Phew! This 
is thirsty work! 

thirteen [,03:r'ti:n] num the number 13; see also 
fifteen. ■ the Thirteen Colonies the 13 British 
colonies that formed the United States of 
America after the American Revolution, 

thirteenth [,03:r'ti:n0] num 13th, number 13 in 
a series; see also fifteenth, 

thirtieth ['03;rti30[ num 30th, number 30 in a 
series; see also fiftieth. 

thirty l'03:rti] {pi thirties) num the number 30; 
see also fifty. 

this [dis] (j?l these) o pron -1. used to indicate 
somebody or something that is near, or has 
just been mentioned □ This is my house. □ Is 
this what you were looking for? □ These are the 
reasons for my resignation. ■ this is... a phrase 
used when one is introducing somebody to 
somebody else □ James, this is Diane Price, my 
boss. ■ this is... a phrase used when one is 
saying who one is on the telephone □ This is 
Dave King speaking. ■ this and that a phrase 
used to refer to things when one does not 
want to say exactly what they are □ "What 
did you talk about?” — "Oh, this and that." 
-2. used to talk about the difference be¬ 
tween something that is near and something 
that is further away □ Which do you prefer, 
these or those? 

o det -1. used to refer to somebody or 
something that is near, or has just been 
mentioned □ This fish is delicious. □ How can 
we avoid this problem in the future? □ These 
shoes hud my feet. ■ this morning/afternoon/ 

evening the morning/afternoon/evening of 
today □ / got my credit card bill this morning. □ 
Let's go out this evening, m this week the week 
we are in □ I've been really busy this week. ■ 
this Sunday/summer the Sunday/summer 
that is coming; the Sunday/summer that is 
just past □ I'm at my parents' house this Christ¬ 
mas. □ This vacation has been fantastic. -2. used 
to talk about the difference between some¬ 
thing that is near and something that is far¬ 
ther away □ My old office was OK, but I prefer 
this one. -3. used to refer to somebody or 
something that has not been mentioned be¬ 
fore, especially in stories and jokes (informal 
use) □ So this man goes into a bar... 
o adv used when one is indicating the size 
of something with one’s hands □ The fish 
was this big. □ You only need this much salt. 

thistle ['Gisl] n a plant with sharp leaves and 
purple flowers, used as the symbol of Scot¬ 
land. 

thither [US '0idr, GB 'dida] adv —> hither, 

tho' [dou] conj & adv = though. 

Thomas [’tranas], Dylan (1914-1953) a Welsh 
poet whose best-known work is the radio 
play Under Milk Wood. 

thong [0di)] n -1. a long thin strip of leather. 
-2. US & AUS a sandal that is held on by a 
strap between the toes. 

Thoreau [us 0a‘roo, GB ’03:rou], Henry David 
(1817-1862) a US writer who believed in 
peaceful protest against unfair laws. His 
work includes Walden, or Life in the Woods 
and Civil Disobedience. 

thorn [0o:rn] n -1. a sharp point on the stem 
of a plant such as a rose. ■ to be a thorn in 
sb's flesh or side [person, problem] to irritate 
sb a lot over a long period of time. -2. a 
bush or tree that grows thorns, 

thorny ['0o:rm] (compar thornier, superl thorni¬ 
est) adj -1. [bush, hedge] that is covered with 
or full of thorns. -2. [subject, problem, ques¬ 
tion] that causes difficulties □ We then had to 
tackle the thorny question of job titles. 

thorough [US '03:rou, GB '0Ars] adj -1. [work, 
check, investigation] that is done with careful 
attention to every possible detail, so that 
nothing is forgotten □ We have made a thor¬ 
ough search of the grounds. -2. [person, worker] 
who always does things in a careful way 
and checks every detail □ Lara is very thor¬ 
ough. -3. a thorough idiot/nuisance as much 
of an idiot/a nuisance as possible (used to 
emphasize degree or extent) □ The meeting 
was a thorough waste of time. 

thoroughbred [us '03:roubred, GB 'Oam-I n a 
horse whose parents both belong to the 
same good breed □ a thoroughbred horse. 

thoroughfare [US '03:roofer, GB '0Arafea] « -1. a 
way through somewhere, for pedestrians or 
vehicles □ ‘No thoroughfare.' -2. a main street 
that is open at both ends (formal use), 

thoroughly [US '03:rouh, GB '0Ara-] adv see thor¬ 
ough □ It needs to be thoroughly examined. □ / 
was thoroughly bored with the whole thing. □ We 
enjoyed ourselves thoroughly. 
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thoroughness [us '03:roun3s, gb '©Are-] n [of 
work, a person, check] see thorough, 

those [douz] plural of that, 

though [dou] o conj though he was sick, he 
went to work anyway he was sick, but he 
went to work □ Though it's quite a distance 
from the hotel, taxis are not expensive. ■ it was 
small, though comfortable it was small, but 
comfortable □ Though beautiful, her eyes were 
cold, o adv despite this fact □ / couldn't leave 
them alone, though, could I? 

thought [0o:t] o past tense & past participle of 
think, o n -1. an idea □ I've had a sudden 
thought. □ What a thought! -2. the process of 
thinking □ Mary sat in the corner, lost in 
thought. -3. careful attention to a particular 
matter □ I didn't give it much thought at the 
time. □ Wait a minute, this needs some thought. 
-4. [of a philosopher, culture] the philosophical 
ideas of a particular person, time, or culture 
□ ancient Chinese thought. -5. a nice/kind 
thought a nice/kind thing that somebody 
has decided to do □ It's a nice thought to invite 
her, but I don't think she'll accept. 

♦ thoughts npl -1. ideas □ He tends to keep his 
thoughts to himself. ■ to collect one's thoughts 
to organize one’s ideas in a calm way □ Give 
me a few minutes to collect my thoughts. -2. 
opinions about a particular matter □ Could 
you let me have your thoughts on the issue? 

thoughtful ['0o:tfl] adj -1. [expression, mood] 
that shows signs that one is thinking about 
something □ He was looking pretty thoughtful. 
-2. [person, gesture] that shows consideration 
and kindness to somebody else □ Oh, thank 
you! How thoughtful of you! 

thoughtless ['©ortlss] adj [person] who does 
not consider other people’s feelings or needs 
□ That was a thoughtless thing to say! 

thousand ['Oauznd] o num the number 1,000 
□ several thousand people □ a thousand pounds/ 
years. 

♦ thousands npl a large number □ There were 
thousands of people at the airport. □ I've told you 
thousands of times, it's in the garage! □ This is 
going to cost thousands. 

thousandth ['0aoznt0] num 1,000th, number 
1,000 in a series □ a thousandth of a second. 

thrash [0raeJ] vt -1. to hit <sb> very hard on 
the body, usually as a punishment □ He 
thrashed the boy with a whip. -2. [opponent, 
team, rival] to beat <sb> by playing much 
better than them □ We were thrashed on 
Wednesday! 

♦ thrash around, thrash about vi [fish, ani¬ 
mal, person] to move one’s body around in a 
violent and uncontrolled way. 

♦ thrash out vt sep -1. to thrash sthg out [so¬ 
lution, idea, policy] to decide on sthg after a 
difficult discussion. -2. to thrash sthg out 
[problem, differences] to solve sthg after a dif¬ 
ficult discussion. 

thrashing ['Oraefig] n -1. a physical beating, 
usually as punishment for something. -2. a 
complete defeat in a sporting competition, 

thread [0red] o « -1. [in sewing] a long thin 
piece of cotton, silk, nylon etc, used for 

sewing □ silk thread □ a piece of thread. -2. [of 
a screw] the raised part on the side of a 
screw that allows it to fit tightly. -3. [of an 
argument, conversation, story] the main line of 
ideas, arranged in logical order a I'm afraid 
I've completely lost the thread of what you were 
saying, o vt -1. to put thread through <a nee- 
dle> before sewing. -2. to thread one's way 
through sthg [through streets, crowds] to go 
through sthg, avoiding the people or things 
in one’s way. 

threadbare ['0redbear] adj [carpet, coat] that has 
been used so much that the surface of the 
material has worn away □ The cuffs of his 
jacket were threadbare. 

threat [0ret] n -1. a statement telling some¬ 
body that if they do not do what one says, 
one will hurt them in some way □ Staff 
working for the organization have received death 
threats. -2. a very strong possibility that 
something very bad or unpleasant will hap¬ 
pen to somebody □ The country is living under 
the threat of war/famine. □ Bandits pose a con¬ 
stant threat to travelers. 

threaten [’0retn] o vt -1. to tell <sb> that one 
will do something unpleasant if they do not 
do what one wants □ The boss had threatened 
me with dismissal unless my work improved. □ 
She even threatened to kill herself. -2. to threat¬ 
en to do sthg to seem likely to do sthg, with 
unpleasant results □ Her drinking threatens to 
become a problem. -3. [security, position, out¬ 
come] to put <sthg> in a dangerous position 
□ Drug-taking threatens the future of our nation's 
youth, o vi [danger, storm] to seem likely to 
happen, and cause unpleasant results. 

threatening ['0retnir|] adj [person, letter, behav¬ 
ior] that expresses the intention to harm 
somebody or something □ He gave me a 
threatening look. 

three [0ri:] num the number 3; see also five. 

three-D adj [image, effect] = three-dimensional. 

three-day event n a horse-riding competition 
that lasts three days and includes different 
types of events. 

three-dimensional [-di'menfnsl] adj -1. [image, 
effect] that gives the impression of being sol¬ 
id. -2. [form, object] that is solid rather than 
flat. 

threefold ['0ri:fould] o adj -1. [advantage] that 
consists of three different things, effects etc. 
-2. [increase] that makes something three 
times bigger, o adv [increase] Sales have risen 
threefold. 

three-legged race [-'legsd-] n a children’s 
game in which people run in pairs with one 
leg tied to their partner’s leg. 

three-piece adj -1. a three-piece suite a set of 
furniture consisting of a sofa and two arm¬ 
chairs. -2. a three-piece suit a man’s suit con¬ 
sisting of a jacket, trousers, and vest. 

three-ply adj [wool, yarn] that is made up of 
three threads; [wood, tissue] that is made of 
three layers. 

three-point turn n in driving, a way of turn¬ 
ing the car around in three moves. 
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three-quarters npl three out of four equal 
parts of a whole figure or amount □ Three- 
quarters of all applicants are female. 

threesome [‘0ri:sam] « a group of three peo¬ 
ple who do something or go somewhere to¬ 
gether □ We went around in a threesome. 

three-star adj [hotel, restaurant] that has been 
awarded three stars in a guide book to 
show that it is very good, 

three-wheeler [-'wi:br] n a vehicle with three 
wheels. 

Three Wise Men = Magi, 

thresh [Gref] vt to beat <com, wheat> etc in 
order to separate the grain from the rest of 
the plant. 

threshing machine ['Grejig-] n a machine for 
threshing corn, wheat etc. 

threshold [‘Grejhould] n -1. [of a building, room] 

a piece of wood or stone that forms the bot¬ 
tom part of a doorway; the doorway itself □ 
She will not even allow him over the threshold. 
-2. the level or amount at which something 
begins to happen or take effect □ The tax 
threshold has been raised by $700. □ / have a low 
pain threshold. -3. to be on the threshold of 
sthg [of a new discovery, breakthrough] to be 
about to do or experience sthg. 

threw [Gru:] past tense of throw, 

thrift [Grift] n -1. the quality and practice of 
being thrifty. -2. US finance = thrift institu¬ 
tion. 

thrift institution n US an institution where 
people can save money in accounts that 
give interest. 

thrift shop n US a store where second-hand 
goods and clothes are sold by volunteer 
workers, and the money that is made goes 
to a charity. 

thrifty ['Grifti] (cotnpar thriftier, super! thriftiest) 
adj [person] who uses money and goods 
carefully in order not to waste anything, 

thrill [Gril] on a sudden strong feeling of ex¬ 
citement, pleasure, fear etc; an event or 
situation that produces this feeling □ the thrill 
of flying for the first time □ Seeing him on stage, 
live, was a real thrill for me. o vt [person, crowd, 

audience] to give <sb/sthg> a thrill, o vi to 
thrill to sthg [to music, a story] to feel a thrill 
when one experiences sthg. 

thrilled [Grild] adj [person] who is very pleased 
and excited about something □ She was 
thrilled with her present. □ We're thrilled to meet 
you. □ / wasn't exactly thrilled when he told me 
he couldn’t come. 

thriller ['0nbr] tt a book, play, or movie that 
tells an exciting story with a lot of suspense, 
especially one involving crime and violence, 

thrilling ['Grilig] adj [game, climax, drama] that is 
full of excitement and suspense; [news, dis¬ 

covery] that makes one feel very excited and 
pleased. 

thrive [Graiv] (pt thrived or throve, pp thrived) 
vi [person, plant, business] to develop well and 
be strong, healthy, and successful □ That 
rosebush seems to be thriving. □ Most people 
hate business trips, but Jim thrives on them! 

thriving ['Graivig] adj [person, plant, business] 

that is strong, healthy, and successful □ She 
now runs a thriving recruitment agency. 

throat [Grout] n -1. the back part of the mouth 
and the top of the passage that goes down 
into the neck □ / have a sore throat. ■ to ram 
or force sthg down sb's throat to force sb to 
listen to or accept sthg when they do not 
want to □ I'm not interested in someone trying 
to ram their political views down my throat. 
-2. the front part of the neck □ He held a 
knife to my throat. ■ to be at each other's 
throats to be fighting bitterly or violently 
with each other. 

throaty ['Grouti] (compar throatier, super! throat- 
iest) adj [voice, laugh, cough] that is low and 
sounds rough. 

throb [Grob] {pt & pp throbbed, cont throbbing) 
o n [of a pulse, heart] a regular beat that is of¬ 
ten faster or stronger than normal; [of an en¬ 

gine, machine] a loud, vibrating, rhythmic 
sound, o vi [heart, blood] to beat faster and 
more strongly than normal; [engine, machine] 

to make a loud, rhythmic, vibrating sound; 
[head, wound] to make one feel a series of 
strong, rhythmic, dull pains □ The lawnmower 
spluttered, then throbbed into life. □ My head 
was throbbing with the pain. 

throes [Grouz] npl death throes violent uncon¬ 
trolled movements that a person or animal 
experiences when they are dying and 
in great pain. ■ to be in the throes of sthg 
to be in the middle of sthg difficult or un¬ 
pleasant □ We're in the throes of moving 
house. 

thrombosis [Grom'bousas] (pi thromboses [-i:z]) 
« a serious medical condition in which some 
blood becomes thick and blocks a vein or 
artery. 

throne [Groun] n -1. a special chair used by a 
king, queen, emperor etc, or by a bishop. 
-2. the throne the position of being king, 
queen, or emperor □ How long was James II 
on the throne? 

throng [Grog] o n [of people, tourists] a large 
crowd, o vt [place, city center, streets] to be in 
<a place> in large numbers □ The pier was 
thronged with tourists, o vi to go to a place in 
large numbers □ People thronged toward/around 
the new statue. 

throttle ['Grritl] o « the device on a motor ve¬ 
hicle or plane that controls the flow of fuel 
into the engine, and so controls the vehi¬ 
cle’s speed; the lever or pedal that operates 
this, o vt [person, cat, child] to hold <sb/sthg> 
tightly by the throat in order to stop them 
breathing and to kill them □ / could throttle 
that man! 

through [Gru:] o prep -1. to go through a 
door/gap to go in one side or end of a 
door/gap and come out at the other □ Drill a 
hole through the wood. □ / crawled through a 
hole in the fence. □ At last we got through cus¬ 
toms. □ The blood had soaked through the band¬ 
age. -2. to cut/bite through sthg to cut/bite 
sthg into two separate pieces □ Cut through 
the rope! -3. to see/hear/feel sthg through 
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sthg to see/hear/feel sthg that is on the oth¬ 
er side of sthg □ / could hear them arguing 
through the wall. □ He felt the bird's heart beating 
through its soft feathers. -4. to walk/travel 
through a place to walk/travel in a place; to 
walk/travel from one end of a place to the 
other □ We strolled through the empty city 
streets. □ His route took him through some dra¬ 
matic scenery. □ They drove through the enemy 
lines to safety. -5. to look/read through sthg to 
look at/read sthg gradually □ It'll take days to 
go through all these applications! -6. to last/ 
sleep through a period of time to last/sleep 
continuously from the beginning to the end 
of a period of time □ We stay open all through 
the winter. □ / slept through the earthquake. □ 
The flowers will bloom from April right through 
the end of autumn. -7. to go/live through sthg 
to be present or affected while sthg is hap¬ 
pening a He had lived through two World Wars. 
□ Through it all, she never gave up hope of see¬ 
ing her family again. -8. Monday through Friday 
from Monday up to and including Friday □ 
He works Monday through Thursday, then has a 
break. -9. to happen through sthg to happen 
because of sthg □ The charity folded through 
lack of funding. -10. to do/get sthg through 
sthg to do/get sthg by using sthg □ Send it 
through the mail. □ / got the job through a friend, 
o adj -1. to be through with sthg to have fin¬ 
ished doing sthg; to no longer want to do 
sthg □ They'll soon be through with the drilling. □ 
I'm through with married men I -2. a through 
train a train that goes directly to a place, so 
that passengers do not need to change. 
-3. through traffic traffic that goes through a 
place and does not stop there, 
o adv -1. to go/pass through to go/pass from 
one side or end of something to the other □ 
Pass the plates through to me. □ The immigration 
officer refused to let us through. -2. to read/play 
sthg through to read/play sthg continuously 
from the beginning to the end □ / started 
reading it, but got interrupted halfway through. □ 
Play it again right through from the beginning. 
-3. to cook sthg through to cook sthg thor¬ 
oughly or completely □ Check that the con¬ 
tents are heated through before eating. ■ wet/ 
frozen through completely wet/frozen □ 
Come in and get dry. You're soaked through! 

♦ through and through adv completely or 
thoroughly □ She knows her subject through 
and through. 

throughout [0ru:'aut] o prep -1. throughout a 
period of time continuously from the begin¬ 
ning to the end of a period of time □ She ap¬ 
peared calm and composed throughout the trial. 
-2. throughout a place/area in all parts of a 
place/area □ He has traveled extensively 
throughout the Far East. □ Fraud is a problem 
throughout the entire banking system, o adv: 
Jameson remained silent throughout. □ The 
house has been modernized throughout. 

throughput ['0ru:pot] n GB business the 
amount of something that is processed by a 
computer, factory etc in a particular period 
of time. 

throughway l'0ru:wei] « US = thruway. 

throve |0roov] past tense of thrive. 

throw [9rou] (pt threw, pp thrown) o vt 
-1. [ball, stone] to move one’s arm suddenly 
forward and let go of <sthg> one is holding 
so that it moves quickly through the air □ Ri¬ 
oters threw stones and bricks at police. □ Can 
you throw me that towel, please? -2. [person, ob¬ 

ject, clothes) to put <sb/sthg> in a particular 
place or position in a sudden or careless 
manner □ They were arrested and thrown into a 
police cell. □ Don't throw your clothes on the 
floor! □ He was thrown to the ground by the 
force of the explosion. -3. to move cone’s 
head, arms, or hands> suddenly into a par¬ 
ticular position □ Sally threw herself into a 
chair, saying she felt exhausted. □ / threw my 
arms around her. □ He threw back his head and 
laughed. -4. to throw oneself into an activity 
[into one's work, career] to become very in¬ 
volved in an activity □ After the divorce, he 
threw himself into his research. -5. to throw sb 
into sthg [into a state of panic, confusion] to 
suddenly make sb experience sthg unpleas¬ 
ant □ The news threw the entire school into a 
state of shock. -6. [rider] to make <sb> fall off 
their horse □ Stevens was thrown at the last 
fence. -7. phrases to throw sb a look or glance 
to look OR glance at sb □ He threw me a look 
of absolute contempt. ■ to throw a fit/tantrum 
to have a fit/tantrum □ Margery will throw an 
absolute fit when she hears, ■ to throw a party 
to hold a party □ We've decided to throw a 
housewarming party. ■ it threw me it com¬ 
pletely confused me because I was not ex¬ 
pecting it (informal use) □ It was her appearance 
that really threw me — she looked so thin, 

o n (of a ball, dice] an act of throwing □ That 
was a good throw. 

♦ throw away vt sep -1. to throw sthg away 
[junk, old clothes] to get rid of sthg that one 
no longer wants or needs □ / threw away the 
receipt by mistake. -2. to throw sthg away [op¬ 

portunity, money, happiness] to lose or not use 
sthg good that one has □ You've just thrown 
away your chances of promotion. 

♦ throw in vt sep to throw sthg in to include 
sthg with another item being bought with¬ 
out increasing the price □ If you buy a comput¬ 
er they'll usually throw in some software. 

♦ throw on vt sep to throw an item of clothing 
on to put on a piece of clothing quickly or 
carelessly □ I'll throw on a coat and be with you 
in ten minutes. 

♦ throw out vt sep -1. to throw sthg out to 
get rid of sthg that one no longer wants or 
needs □ Don't throw out those newspapers, I 
haven't read them yet. -2. to throw sthg out 
[proposal, suggestion, plan] to reject sthg □ The 
bill was thrown out by Congress. -3. to throw sb 
out [of a job, the army, school] to force sb to 
leave a place □ He was thrown out of a club for 
being drunk and aggressive. □ You can't throw 
me out of my own home! 

♦ throw together vt sep to throw sthg to¬ 
gether [meal, dress] to make sthg quickly and 
casually □ It's nothing special — just something I 
threw together. 

♦ throw up o vi to vomit (informal use) □ I've 
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been throwing up all night, o vt sep -1. to throw 
sthg up [facts, ideas] to produce sthg new □ 
The research has thrown up some interesting 
problems. -2. to throw sthg up [dust, stone, wa¬ 

ter] to make sthg rise from the ground □ mud 
thrown up by a passing truck. 

throwaway ['Grouswei] adj -1. a throwaway 
cup/toothbrush etc a cup/toothbrush etc that 
is intended to be used only once and then 
thrown away. -2. a throwaway remark/line 
etc a remark/line etc that is said as if it were 
not important when it really is. 

throwback ['Oroubaek] « an idea, attitude etc 
that is like something bad that existed in 
the past □ a throwback to the Cold War. 

throw-in n the act of throwing the ball back 
on the field in a soccer game, 

thrown [0roun] past participle of throw, 

thru [Gru:] adj, adv, & prep US = through (infor¬ 
mal use). 

thrush [0rAj] tt -1. a small bird with a brown 
back and a spotted cream and brown breast. 
-2. an infectious disease caused by a fungus 
that affects the mouth and throat, and the 
vagina of adult women, 

thrust [GrAst] (pt & pp thrust) o vt [knife, mon¬ 

ey, hand] to push <sthg> somewhere using 
force □ Jack thrust a twenty-dollar bill into my 
hand, o n -1. [of a knife, body, group of people] 

a sudden forceful movement forward □ a 
sword thrust. -2. the power that is needed for 
a plane, car, rocket etc to move in a particu¬ 
lar direction □ The engine generates a powerful 
forward thrust. -3. [of a report, program, article] 

the most important point or argument that 
something is presenting □ The thrust of 
Meyer's argument is this. 

♦ thrust upon vt sep to thrust sthg upon sb to 
force sb to have sthg. 

thrusting ['OrAstirfi adj [person] who is very 
demanding and aggressive and wants to be 
noticed. 

thruway ['0ru:wei] m US a very wide road for 
traffic that is going very fast, 

thud [0Ad] {pt & pp thudded, cont thudding) 
o « a dull soft sound like something heavy 
falling far away □ The box fell to the floor with 
a thud, o vi [feet, guns] to make a thud, 

thug [0Ag] tt a violent man, especially a crimi¬ 
nal. 

thumb [Gaiti] o « the finger that can be placed 
opposite the four other fingers to pick things 
up and hold things □ Just put your thumb on 
there a second, m to twiddle one's thumbs to 
be doing nothing because one is waiting for 
something to happen □ Well, we can't just sit 
here twiddling our thumbs all day. o vt to thumb 
a ride US or lift GB to stand at the side of a 
road making a gesture with one’s thumb in 
order to ask passing motorists for a free ride 
□ We managed to thumb a ride home. 

♦ thumb through vt fus to thumb through 
sthg [book, magazine, article] to turn the pages 
of sthg quickly without really reading it. 

thumb index « a series of curved hollows cut 
into the edges of the pages of a dictionary, 

encyclopedia etc to show where each letter 
of the alphabet begins. 

thumbnail sketch [,0Amneil-] « a short de¬ 
scription giving only the main details of 
something. 

thumbs down n to be given or get the thumbs 
down to be officially rejected □ The plan got 
the thumbs down last week. 

thumbs up w to be given or get the thumbs up 
to be officially accepted or approved □ Now 
that the new plans have got the thumbs up, build¬ 
ing work can start. 

thumbtack ['0Amtaek] « US a short nail with a 
large flat top used for fastening pieces of pa¬ 
per, e.g. pictures, notices, or messages, to a 
wall, board, or other surface. 

thump [0Amp] o n -1. to give sb a thump to 
hit sb hard, usually with one’s fist. -2. a 
loud, dull noise □ It landed on the floor with a 
loud thump, o vt -1. to hit or punch <sb/ 
sthg> hard □ Dan thumped him in the stomach. 
-2. to put <sthg> somewhere heavily so that 
it makes a loud noise o He thumped the books 
down on the table, o vi -1. [person] to move 
heavily and noisily □ She thumped up the 
stairs. -2. [heart, head] to beat strongly and 
painfully □ His heart was thumping as he ap¬ 
proached the door. 

thunder ['0Andar] o « -1. the loud noise that 
follows a flash of lightning during a storm □ 
a loud clap of thunder. -2. [of traffic, drums] a 
loud noise like thunder □ The loud thunder of 
applause, o vt to say <sthg> loudly and an¬ 
grily □ "Come back here!" he thundered, o vi 
[gun, traffic, drums] to make a loud noise like 
thunder □ The trucks thundered along the road, 
o v impers it is thundering there is thunder □ 
It's going to thunder. 

thunderbolt ['0And3rboult] n -1. a flash of 
lightning followed by thunder. -2. a sudden 
event that causes great surprise, worry, 
shock etc. 

thunderclap ['0Andarklaep] n a loud noise of 
thunder just after a flash of lightning. 

thundercloud ['0And3rklaud] n a large dark 
cloud that looks as if it will produce thunder 
and lightning. 

thunderous ['©Andaras] adj [noise, applause, 
voice] that is very loud □ The performance was 
followed by thunderous applause. 

thunderstorm ['0Andarsto:rm] « a storm of 
heavy rain, thunder, and lightning. 

thunderstruck ['0AndarstrAk] adj to be thunder¬ 
struck to be very surprised and shocked. 

thundery ['0Andari] adj [weather, sky] that 
looks as if there will be thunder; that pro¬ 
duces thunder. 

Thur., Thurs. abbr of Thursday. 

Thursday [’03:rzdei] n the day of the week be¬ 
tween Wednesday and Friday; see also Fri¬ 
day. 

thus [6as] adv (formal use) -1. a word used to 
introduce a statement that is the result or 
logical consequence of something that was 
said before □ More allegations were made, thus 
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prompting renewed calls for an investigation. 
-2. in this way □ The printer is activated thus. 

thwart [0wo:rt] vf [person] to prevent <sb> 
from doing or getting something that they 
want; [plans, attack, expectations] to prevent 
<sthg> from happening □ Her ambitions were 
thwarted. 

thyme [taim] n a plant with very small leaves 
that have a strong sweet smell and are used 
to give flavor to food. 

thyroid [’Gairaid] n a gland at the front of the 
neck that produces substances that control 
growth and behavior □ an overactive thyroid. 

tiara [US ti'aera, GB -’aira] n a piece of jewelry 
that looks like a small crown without a back 
and is sometimes worn by women at very 
formal occasions. 

Tibet [ti’bet] a region in central Asia, north of 
the Himalayas, size: 1,221,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 1,892,000 (Tibetans), capital: Lhasa. 

Tibetan [ti'betn] « & adj: see Tibet. 

tibia ['tibia] (pi tibiae ['tibii:] or tibias) « the 
thicker of the two bones in the leg between 
the knee and ankle. 

tic [tik] n a quick, sudden, uncontrolled move¬ 
ment, especially of the face, due to tired¬ 
ness, an illness etc □ a nervous tic. 

tick [tik] o n -1. [sound] the regular, short, 
clicking sound made by a working clock or 
watch with hands □ The quiet tick of the clock. 
-2. [insect] a small insect that lives on the 
skin of a human or animal and sucks their 
blood. -3. GB [symbol] a symbol (/) put next 
to something on a list to show that it is cor¬ 
rect or acceptable, that the person on the 
list is present etc. o vt GB [name, answer] to 
write a tick next to or in <sthg> □ Tick the 
appropriate box. o vi -1. [clock, watch] to make 
a regular, short, clicking sound. -2. what 
makes sb tick the reasons why sb behaves 
the way they do □ I've never understood what 
makes him tick. 

♦ tick away, tick by vi [seconds, minutes, 

hours] to pass □ /4s the last seconds of 1995 
ticked away... 

♦ tick off vt sep -1. to tick sthg off [item, name 

on a list] to write a tick next to sthg □ Have 
you ticked me off? -2. to tick sb off US to make 
sb angry (informal use) □ His attitude really ticks 
me off! -3. to tick sb off GB to talk severely to 
sb in order to show that one is annoyed or 
unhappy with something that they have 
done. 

♦ tick over vi -1. GB (engine] to be switched 
on and running at low power but not mov¬ 
ing the vehicle □ Leave the engine ticking over. 
-2. [business, organization] to be functioning, 
but at a very low level □ "How are things go¬ 
ing?" — "Oh, ticking over." 

ticked [tikt] adj US annoyed. 

tickertape [’tikaTeip] n very long narrow 
strips of paper on which information such 
as stock-exchange prices is printed by a ma¬ 
chine. 

tickertape parade n in the USA, an occasion 
when a famous person or group of people is 

welcomed to a town by people throwing 
small pieces of paper over them from high 
buildings. 

ticket [’tikat] « -1. a small piece of paper or 
card that proves that one has paid to go on 
a bus or train trip, or to get into a museum, 
theater, movie theater etc; a small piece of 
paper or card, usually with one’s name and 
a number on it, that shows that one has the 
right to get or use something □ I'd like two 
tickets for tonight's performance of "Cats", 
please. □ If you don't have a ticket you'll be fined. 
□ an opera ticket. -2. [on a product] a label on a 
product that shows its price, size, washing 
instructions etc □ a price ticket. -3. [for an of¬ 

fense] an official document that is given to a 
person because they have committed a driv¬ 
ing or parking offense, ordering them to pay 
a fine or appear in court □ / was given a park¬ 
ing ticket. -4. politics the party or policies 
that a candidate in an election represents □ 
the Republican/anti-abortion ticket. 

ticket agency « an organization that sells 
tickets for an airline, theater etc. 

ticket collector n a person whose job is to 
check or collect people’s tickets on a train 
or in a train station. 

ticket holder n a person who has a ticket for 
something. 

ticket inspector n a person whose job is to 
inspect people’s tickets on a bus or a train. 

ticket office n the place where tickets are 
sold at a train station, theater etc. 

ticking off [,tikig-] (pi tickings off) n GB to give 
sb a ticking off to talk severely to sb in order 
to show that one is annoyed or unhappy 
with something that they have done (infor¬ 
mal use) □ He got a ticking off for being so rude. 

tickle f'tikl] o vf -1. [person, somebody's feet] to 
touch <sb/sthg> lightly with one’s fingers, a 
feather etc in order to make them laugh; 
[skin, nose, throat] to cause a slight itching or 
scratching feeling in <a part of one’s body> 
□ Don't tickle me! □ A cough that kept tickling 
my throat. -2. to please or amuse <sb> □ The 
idea tickled me. o vi to make one feel a slight 
itching or scratching sensation □ Stop! That 
tickles! 

ticklish [’tiklij] adj -1. [person, part of one's 

body] that is sensitive to being tickled □ Are 
you ticklish? -2. [problem, situation, task) that is 
difficult and needs to be dealt with very 
carefully. 

tick-tack-toe n US a game played on paper in 
which two people each try to get a row of 
three 0s or three Xs on a grid in which two 
horizontal lines cross two vertical lines. 

tidal [’taidl] adj [estuary, river] that has tides; 
[current, flow] of a tide. 

tidal wave « a very large wave that comes 
over the land from the sea, often caused by 
underwater explosions such as earthquakes. 

tidbit [’tidbit] US, titbit [’titbit] gb n -1. a small 
tasty piece of food. -2. a small piece of gos¬ 
sip, scandal etc. 

tiddlywinks [’tidliwigks] n a game in which 
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players try to make small round pieces of 
colored plastic jump into a container by 
pressing their edges with a larger piece of 
plastic. 

tide [taid] n -1. the regular rise and fall in the 
level of the sea □ The tide is in/out. -2. [of opin¬ 

ion, fashion, history] a general feeling or ten¬ 
dency at a particular time □ They were swept 
along on the tide of events. □ the rising tide of 
nationalism. -3. [of protest, people] a large 
amount or number. 

♦ tide over vt sep to tide sb over to help sb 
get through a difficult period, usually by 
lending them money □ Could you lend me 
some money to tide me over? 

tidemark ['taidma:rk] « a mark on the shore 
left by the tide at its highest point. 

tidily ftaidsli] adv [pack, park] see tidy. 

tidings f'taidrrjz] npl news (literary use). 

tidy ['taidi] (compar tidier, superl tidiest, ft & 

pp tidied) o adj -1. [room, desk, person] that is 
neat and orderly in appearance □ Everything 
in the kitchen was neat and tidy. -2. [person] 

who likes everything to be neat and orderly 
□ Philippa's a very tidy person. -3. a tidy 
amount/sum etc a large amount/sum etc (in¬ 
formal use), o vt [place, cupboard, hair] to make 
<sthg> tidy □ Let me just tidy my desk. 

♦ tidy away vt sep to tidy sthg away [books, 

papers, clothes] to put sthg away in a box, 
drawer, cupboard etc so that a place looks 
tidy □ Could you tidy the dishes away? 

♦ tidy up o vt sep to tidy sthg up [place, room, 

cupboard] to make sthg look tidy by arrang¬ 
ing things neady, putting things away etc. 
o vi: You'd better tidy up now. 

tie [tai] (pt & pp tied, cont tying) o « -1. 

clothing a long narrow piece of cloth that 
men wear around their neck and over their 
shirt with a knot at the front □ He was wear¬ 
ing a jacket and tie. -2. [for fastening] a long 
narrow piece of string, wire, cloth etc used 
for fastening something, or for fixing one 
thing to another □ The bag fastened with a tie. 
-3. [with a person, place, organization] a feeling 
or relationship that connects a person, or¬ 
ganization etc to somebody or something □ 
We're trying to develop stronger ties with indus¬ 
try. -4. [in a game] the result of a game or 
competition in which two teams, groups, 
people etc get exactly the same number of 
points or votes □ The game ended in a tie. 
-5. US rail one of the row of metal or wood¬ 
en blocks that support a railroad track, 
o vf -1. to tie sthg/sb to sthg to attach sthg/ 
sb to sthg with rope, string, thread etc □ She 
tied the rope around the horse's neck. □ He tied 
the package with string. -2. [shoelace, knot] to 
fasten <sthg> □ Tie the ribbon in a bow. -3. to 
be tied to sb/sthg to be linked to sb/sthg □ 
The prospects of peace are very much tied to the 
outcome of these talks. -4. to be tied to sthg [to 

the house, office] to be unable to leave sthg □ 
I've been tied to my desk all day. 

o vi [competitors, teams] to get exactly the 
same score or number of points □ The two 
skaters tied for first place. 

♦ tie down vt sep to tie sb down to limit the 
freedom of sb □ She feels tied down by her 
job/family. 

♦ tie in with vt fus -1. to tie in with sthg [ar¬ 

rangements, schedule] to be arranged in order 
to happen at the same time as sthg □ His 
plans didn't tie in with mine. -2. to tie in with 
sthg [ideas, statements] to be connected with 
or say the same thing as sthg □ What you're 
saying doesn't tie in with the facts. 

♦ tie up vt sep -1. to tie sthg up [package, pa¬ 

pers] to fasten sthg with string, rope, tape 
etc. -2. to tie one's shoelaces up to fasten 
one’s shoelaces. -3. to tie sb up [person, pris¬ 

oner] to tie rope around sb so that they can¬ 
not escape. -4. to tie an animal up to attach 
the bridle, leash etc of an animal up to a 
fixed object so that it cannot wander away. 
-5. to tie sthg up [resources, computer] to 
make it impossible for sthg to be used for 
some other purpose □ The money is tied up in 
various long-term investment accounts. -6. to be 
tied up with sthg to be closely connected to 
sthg □ The company's failure is tied up with the 
downturn in the market. 

tiebreak(er) ['taibreik(3r)l n -1. an extra game 
played to decide the winner of a set in ten¬ 
nis where the score is 6-6. -2. an extra ques¬ 
tion at the end of a game to decide the win¬ 
ner when both teams or competitors have 
the same number of points, 

tied [taid] adj [game] that ends with both 
teams having the same number of points, 

tied up adj to be tied up [person] to be busy □ 
Mr Walters is tied up with a client right now. 

tie-dye vt [garment, piece of cloth] to dye 
<sthg> by tying knots in it and putting it in 
dye so that some parts of it are not affected 
by the dye. 

tie-in n -1. a tie-in with sthg a link with sthg □ 
There's a tie-in between poor diet and heart dis¬ 
ease. -2. a product, e.g. a book or toy, that 
becomes available at the same time as it ap¬ 
pears as a movie, TV program etc □ a TV/ 
movie tie-in. 

tiepin ['taipin] n a metal pin with a decorative 
head, used to fasten one’s tie to one’s shirt, 

tier [tiar] n [of seats, shelves, a cake] a row or 
layer □ The theater has three tiers. 

tie-up « -1. a link between two things, where 
one thing is caused by the other □ a tie-up 
between the US and British economies. -2. US [in 

work, traffic] an interruption, usually because 
of an accident, incident etc. 

tiff [tif] n a slight quarrel or disagreement be¬ 
tween people, especially lovers or partners □ 
They've had another tiff. 

tiger ['taiga1) n -1. a large Asian animal like a 
cat that eats other animals for food and has 
an orange-brown coat with black stripes. 
-2. economics a term used for any of the 
countries in Southeast Asia whose econo¬ 
mies have recently become very strong □ the 
Asian tiger economies. 

tiger cub n a baby tiger. 

tight [tait] o adj -1. [dress, jacket] that fits very 
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closely or too closely to the body □ The jeans 
were a very tight fit. □ It's a little tight around the 
arms. -2. [lid, screw] that is very firmly fas¬ 
tened or in its place and difficult to move or 
undo □ Someone had tied the bag into a tight 
knot. -3. [skin, cloth, string] that is pulled or 
stretched so that it is smooth, flat, or 
straight □ The skin on my face felt so tight after 
using that shaver. -4. Ibunch, group of people] 

that is closely packed together, especially in 
a very small space □ It was a tight fit to get 
everybody into the room. -5. [chest, stomach] 

that feels uncomfortable because of illness 
or nervousness □ / have a tight feeling in my 
chest. -6. [arrangement, plan] that does not al¬ 
low much time for things to be done □ 
We're working on a tight schedule, a a tight 
budget a budget that does not allow much 
money for extra things. -7. [rule, system, con¬ 

trol] strict □ Security at the airport is tight. 
-8. [corner, bend] that has a very sharp angle 
□ Careful — this is a very tight bend. -9. [game, 

finish] that is very close and competitive □ It 
was a tight finish between Benetton and Ferrari. 
-10. [person] who does not want to spend 
any money (informal and disapproving use). 

o adv -1. [hold, squeeze, grip] firmly or se¬ 
curely □ Hold tight, there's a steep drop ahead! 
□ Make sure the lid is screwed on tight. □ Shut 
or Close your eyes tight, now. -2. [stretch, pull] 
so that something is straight or smooth □ 
Now pull the cord tight. 

♦ tights npl -1. a piece of clothing for women 
that is made of thin stretchy material and 
that covers the feet, legs, and lower body 
up to the waist □ a pair of tights. -2. a similar 
piece of clothing, made of thicker colored 
material, that is worn by dancers and actors. 

tighten ['taitn] o vt -1. [belt, knot, screw] to 
make <sthg> tighter. -2. [rope, chain] to 
stretch or pull <sthg> until it is straight. 
-3. to tighten one's hold on sb/sthg to hold 
sb/sthg more tightly. -4. [security, rules] to 
make <sthg> stricter □ The laws concerning 
drugs have been tightened, o vi [grip, rope] to 
become tighter □ She tightened her hold on the 
rope. 

♦ tighten up vt sep -1. to tighten sthg up [belt, 

screw] to make sthg tighter. -2. to tighten 
sthg up [security, control, rules] to make sthg 
stricter □ They've tightened up the entry require¬ 
ments. 

tightfisted [.tait’fistad] adj [person] who does 
not want to spend money (informal and dis¬ 
approving use). 

tight-knit adj [family, community] in which all 
the members are very close, friendly, and 
helpful to one another. 

tight-lipped l-'lipt] adj -1. [person] who has 
pressed their lips tightly together, usually in 
anger or determination □ Susan gave a tight- 
lipped smile. -2. [person, witness] who does 
not want to give information about some¬ 
thing □ If they do know, they're keeping tight- 
lipped about it. 

tightly f'taitli] adv -1. [pack, fit] closely □ The 
boxes were packed tightly in a crate. -2. [hold, 

squeeze, grip] firmly; [fasten, tie, hold] securely 
□ She held on tightly to my hand, o Hugh fas¬ 
tened the strap tightly over the case. -3. [pull, 

stretch] so that something is smooth or 
straight □ a tightly stretched rope. 

tightrope ['taitroop] n a tightly stretched rope 
high above the ground, on which an acrobat 
walks and performs. ■ to be on or walking a 
tightrope to be in a difficult or uncertain 
situation. 

tigress ['taigras] n a female adult tiger. 

tilde ['tilda] n a sign (~) that is put over a let¬ 
ter in some languages, e.g. over the letter 
“n” in Spanish to show that it is to be pro¬ 
nounced [nj]. 

tile [tail] n -1. a thin piece of baked clay used 
for covering roofs □ roof tiles. -2. a thin piece 
of baked clay, cork, carpet etc, usually 
square or rectangular, used to cover surfaces 
such as floors, walls, and ceilings □ carpet/ 
cork/polystyrene tiles. 

tiled [taild] adj [floor, work surface, roof] that is 
covered with tiles. 

tiling [’tailig] « an area covered with tiles. 

till1 [til] prep & cottj used in spoken English 
and in informal writing instead of “until” □ It 
won't be ready till tomorrow. □ I'll be at the office 
till 5:30. □ Don't do anything till you hear from 
me. 

till2 « a machine used in stores, bars, super¬ 
markets etc for calculating how much a cus¬ 
tomer has to pay □ Ask the girl at the till. 

tiller ['tilar] tt a handle that is fixed to the 
back of a boat, and is used to steer the boat. 

tilt [tilt] o n [of a chair, one's head] a sloping 
position □ the tilt of the Earth, o vt [chair, hat] 

to move <sthg> into a sloping position □ 
She sat listening to me, her head tilted to one 
side, o vi: The chair tilted backward and he fell 
over. 

timber ['timbal « -1. wood used for building 
□ a timber yard. -2. a long wide piece of 
wood that is part of the structure of a 
house, roof, ship etc □ roof timbers. 

time [taim] o « -1. the passing of hours, days, 
years etc, measured by clocks □ Time seemed 
to drag. □ We'll find out in the course of time. a 

to have no time for sb/sthg to dislike sb/sthg 
□ / have no time for soap operas. a to be/arrive 
in good time to be/arrive early. ■ to make 
good time to do something more quickly 
than one expected □ We made good time on 
the trip. ■ to pass the time to spend time do¬ 
ing something unimportant when one is 
waiting for something or has nothing to do 
□ We played card games to pass the time. a to 
play for time to deliberately try to delay 
something because one needs more time □ 
They know they're finished, they're just playing 
for time. ■ to take one's time to do something 
without hurrying, especially in order to do it 
carefully and properly □ You took your time 
getting here! □ / like to take my time preparing 
lunch, a to take time to happen slowly □ It 
will take time for the wound to heal. □ These 
things take time. ■ to take time out to do sthg 
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to stop what one is doing in order to do 
sthg else □ You should take time out to relax a 
little. ■ time and a half one and a half times 
the normal rate of pay, usually offered for 
work done outside the usual working hours 
□ We get paid time and a half on Saturdays. 
-2. what time is it?, what is the time? a 
phrase used to ask the specific time from 
somebody who has a watch or can see a 
clock □ The time is ten o'clock. □ Why are you 
calling at this time of night? □ Do you have the 
time, please? ■ to keep/lose/gain time [watch, 

clock] to measure time correctly/too slowly/ 
too fast. ■ to tell the time [person] to be able 
to read a clock or watch; [device] to show 
what time it is □ Our new oven tells the time. 
-3. a particular system of measuring time □ 
Eastern Daylight Time □ British Summer Time □ 
The flight gets in at 10:15 local time. -4. the pe¬ 
riod of time spent doing something □ / don't 
have much time to relax these days. □ You're 
wasting my time. □ How do you find (the) time to 
study as well? ■ a long/short time a long/short 
period of time □ It was some time before / saw 
her again. □ We only had a brief time together, m 
after/for a time after/for a fairly long period 
of time □ She worked for a time as a waitress. ■ 
in a week's/year's time after a period of a 
week/year □ We'll meet again in two weeks' 
time, then. -5. a particular point in time □ / 
was much fitter at that time. □ That must have 
been the time when he was working abroad. □ 
Next time I'll be more careful. □ That was the 
only time I ever lied to him. -6. a period in his¬ 
tory □ in Churchill's time. ■ to be ahead of 
one's time to have ideas or knowledge that 
are not properly understood until much later 
□ /\s a scientist he was years ahead of his time, 
m that's before my time that happened or ex¬ 
isted before I was bom. -7. a moment or pe¬ 
riod that is suitable for something, or when 
something should be done □ Time for bed! □ 
Now would be a good time to ask. □ It's time we 
had a talk. ■ it's about or high time a phrase 
used when one thinks something should 
happen immediately or should have hap¬ 
pened before □ Isn't it about time you got a hair¬ 
cut? -8. used to say how often something 
happens □ Sean goes to aerobics three times a 
week. □ How many times do I have to tell you? 
-9. an easy/enjoyabie etc time an experience 
that is easy/enjoyable etc □ Apparently they 
had a great time. □ / had a hard time trying to 
make myself understood. -10. music the speed 
of a piece of music □ a dance in waltz time. 

o vt -1. [exam, meeting, program] to arrange 
for <an event> to happen at a particular 
time □ The firework display was timed for eight 
o'clock. □ The interview is timed to coincide with 
the launch of her new novel. -2. [activity, race, 

runner] to measure the amount of time taken 
by <sb/sthg> □ / timed him to see how long it 
took him to jog five miles. -3. [departure, remark, 

tackle] to choose the best time for <sthg> □ 
You were right to complain but you timed it badly. 

♦ times o npl -1. a word used to show that 
an amount has been multiplied by a particu¬ 
lar number □ It now costs three times what it 

did ten years ago. -2. a particular period e.g. 
in history or in one’s life □ These are hard 
times for small businesses. □ medieval times □ in 
Roman times. -3. phrases at the best of times 
even when things are going as well as pos¬ 
sible □ It's a risky business at the best of times, 
m to be behind the times to be old-fashioned 
or out-of-date, o prep math multiplied by □ 
Two times four is eight. 

♦ all the time adv very often □ It rains all the 
time here. 

♦ at a time adv one/two etc at a time in 
groups of one/two etc □ One at a time please! 
I can't serve everybody at once. □ Patients are al¬ 
lowed two visitors at a time. 

♦ at one time adv in the past but not now □ 
At one time I thought of training as a doctor. 

♦ at times adv sometimes □ He can be very irri¬ 
tating at times. 

♦ at the same time adv -1. [happen, speak, ar¬ 

rive] together □ We both started college at the 
same time. -2. used to introduce a statement 
that contrasts with what has just been said 
□ We need to increase productivity. At the same 
time, quality must not suffer. 

♦ for the time being adv for the present 
time, for a limited period □ You can stay at my 
place for the time being. 

♦ from time to time adv occasionally □ From 
time to time I'd hear news of him. 

♦ in time adv [be, arrive, finish] before it is too 
late □ Luckily, we got here just in time to hear 
her speech. □ We'll never get to the airport in 
time! ■ in time for sthg before the start of 
sthg □ We were home in time for lunch. 

♦ on time adv at the correct or agreed time □ 
The show started right on time. □ Our plane ar¬ 
rived on time. 

♦ time after time, time and time again adv 
used to show that something happens re¬ 
peatedly, often in an annoying way □ Time 
after time we get the same complaint from cus¬ 
tomers, a I've warned him time and time again 
about driving too fast! 

time-and-motion study « a study of meth¬ 
ods of working that is done in order to dis¬ 
cover which ones are most efficient. 

time bomb n -1. a bomb that can be set to 
explode at a particular time. -2. a situation, 
especially in politics, that will have a dan¬ 
gerous effect at a later time □ a political time 
bomb. 

time-consuming [-kansiuumi]] adj [task, pro¬ 

cess] that takes a lot of time □ It's interesting 
work, but extremely time-consuming. 

timed [taimd] adj -1. [race, test] that has to be 
finished in a certain time. -2. well-/badly- 
timed [comment, arrival] that happens at a 
suitable and appropriate/an unsuitable and 
inappropriate time. 

time difference n the difference in time be¬ 
tween different parts of the world □ There's 
a three-hour time difference between here and 
Alaska. 

time-honored [-E>nard] adj [custom, tradition] 

that has been in existence for a long time. 

timekeeping ['taimkiipig] n the ability of an 
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employee to arrive at work on time □ good/ 
bad timekeeping. 

time lag n an interval of time between two 
related events. 

time-lapse adj time-lapse photography pho¬ 
tography that involves taking single pictures 
over a period of time of something that hap¬ 
pens very slowly and then showing these 
pictures at the speed of an ordinary film, so 
that the action happens very quickly, 

timeless ['taimbs] adj [beauty, quality] that does 
not seem to be affected by the passing of 
time □ the timeless appeal of Austen's novels. 

time limit n a time within which or before 
which something must be done □ Try and 
keep within the time limit. □ We'll have to set 
ourselves a time limit for the work. 

timely ['taimli] (compar timelier, superl timeli¬ 
est) adj [advice, intervention, reminder) that 
comes at exactly the right time, 

time machine n an imaginary machine for 
traveling to different times, 

time off n the time when one is not working 
□ What do you do during your time off? □ He 
rarely takes time off (from) work. 

time-out (pi time-outs or times-out) h US a 
break in a game which is not included in 
the time of the whole game, 

timepiece [’taimpiis] n a clock or watch (old- 
fashioned use). 

timer ['taima1) n a device like a clock that can 
be set to ring after a certain time or to turn 
an appliance such as a stove or microwave 
on or off. 

timesaving ['taimseivig] adj [method, device, 

gadget] that allows something to be done 
more quickly. 

time scale « the length of time during which 
something happens or develops, 

timeshare ['tairnfesr] n a house or apartment 
that a number of people own together, and 
in which they each have a right to spend a 
certain amount of time every year for their 
vacation. 

time sheet n a sheet of paper on which the 
hours a particular person has worked are 
written. 

time signal « a series of short high-pitched 
sounds broadcast on the radio to indicate 
the exact time. 

time switch n a device that can be set to 
start or stop a machine at specific times, 

timetable ['taimteibl] n -1. [for buses, trains) a 
list of the times when trains, planes, buses 
etc arrive at and leave various places. -2. GB 

[in a school] a plan that shows the times of 
classes in a school, college etc. -3. GB [of 

events] a plan of the times when certain 
events are planned to happen, e.g. at a con¬ 
ference or during a project, 

time zone n any one of the 24 areas into 
which the world is divided for calculating 
the local time. 

timid ['timad] adj [person] who is shy and lack¬ 

ing in confidence □ John's a timid little boy. □ 
Amy was too timid to openly disagree with him. 

timidly ['timadli] adv [answer, smile] see timid, 

timing [’taimiij] n -1. [of an actor, musician] the 
ability to judge the right moment when 
something should happen or be done □ She 
has a great sense of timing. -2. [of an election, 

meeting] the time at which something hap¬ 
pens □ The timing of his remarks couldn't have 
been worse. -3. [of an action] the act of meas¬ 
uring the length of time something takes, 

timing device n a device inside a bomb that 
makes the explosion happen at a specific time, 

timpani ['timpani] npl a set of large drums in 
an orchestra. 

tin [tin] n -1. a soft silver-colored metallic el¬ 
ement. SYMBOL: Sn □ a tin hut/roof. -2. GB a 
metal container that is sealed to preserve 
food. -3. a metal container with a lid, used 
for storing cake, cookies, tobacco, tea etc. 
-4. GB a metal container without a lid, used 
for baking bread, cakes, and cookies, and for 
roasting meat and vegetables in the oven □ a 

loaf/cake/roasting tin. 

tin can « a can in which food or drink has 
been preserved. 

tinder ['tindo1"] n small dry pieces of wood, 
grass etc that bum easily and can be used 
for lighting a fire. 

tinfoil ['tinfoil] n a very thin sheet of shiny 
metal used for covering and wrapping food, 

tinge [tind3] n a very small amount of color or 
feeling □ a tinge of red □ There was a tinge of 
sadness in his voice. 

tinged [tind3d] adj to be tinged with sthg [with 

color, feeling] to show or have a small 
amount of sthg □ Her voice was tinged with re¬ 
gret. 

tingle ['tiggl] vi [face, body] to feel a slight 
prickling feeling that is usually pleasant □ 
The cold made my face tingle. □ She was tingling 
with excitement. 

tinker ['tirjkar] o n a person who travels from 
place to place mending pots and pans and 
other household objects, o vi to try to repair 
something by making a lot of small changes 
to it, but without necessarily making it bet¬ 
ter □ You've been tinkering with that engine for 
hours! 

tinkle ['tirjkl] o n a small high sound like a 
small bell ringing, o vi to make the sound of 
a tinkle □ The music box tinkled away. 

tin mine n a place where tin is taken out of 
the earth. 

tinned [tind] adj GB [food] that has been pre¬ 
served in a tin can. 

tinny ['tun] (compar tinnier, super! tinniest) 
o adj -1. [noise, radio] that sounds thin and 
harsh. -2. [car] that is of bad quality (informal 
use), o « AUS a can of beer (informal use), 

tin opener n GB a device used for opening 
cans of food. 

Tin Pan Alley n a name for the popular 
songwriting industry. 

tin-pot adj GB a tin-pot government/organ- 
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ization etc a govemment/organization that 
considers itself to be important but is not 
taken seriously (disapproving use) □ a tin-pot 
dictator. 

tinsel I'tinsl] n a type of Christmas decoration 
that is made of small strips of shiny material 
□ garlands of tinsel. 

Tinseltown ['tinsltaon] = Hollywood (informal 

use). 

tint [tint] on a small amount of color □ She 
has reddish tints in her hair, o vt to give <hair> 
a small amount of color using artificial dye. 

tinted ['tintad] adj [glasses, hair, windows] 

slightly colored or dyed. 

Tintin ['tintin] a Belgian cartoon character. He 
is a young journalist who has many adven¬ 
tures accompanied by a white dog. 

tiny ['taint] (compar tinier, superl tiniest) adj 
[child, profit, difference] very small □ The baby 
stretched out its tiny hands. 

tip [tip] (pt & pp tipped, cont tipping) o « 
-1. [of one’s finger, a pencil, iceberg] the end of 
something long and pointed □ / can just about 
reach if I stand on the tips of my toes, o Tierra 
del Fuego is just off the southernmost tip of 
South America. ■ it's on the tip of my tongue I 
can’t make myself remember it. -2. [for a 

waiter, taxi driver] an amount of money given 
to somebody to thank them for their ser¬ 
vices □ / left a small tip. -3. [advice] a small 
piece of useful advice □ Here are some handy 
gardening tips. -4. GB [for garbage] a large area 
where garbage is left, especially household 
garbage. 
o vt -1. [chair, glass, bowl] to move <sthg> 
with the result that it is at an angle and not 
level. -2. [sand, sugar] to make <sthg> fall 
out of its container by turning it over □ She 
tipped the colored pencils onto the table. □ Tip 
the mousse out onto a serving dish. -3. [waiter, 

taxi driver) to give a tip to <sb> □ It's usual to 
tip hotel porters. 
o vi -1. [chair, glass, bowl] The chair tipped dan¬ 
gerously backward. -2. [sand, sugar] The flour 
tipped onto the counter. -3. [customer] to give a 
tip to somebody □ He never tips in restaurants. 

♦ tip off vt sep to tip sb off [police, burglars] to 
warn sb about something that has happened 
or is going to happen □ The White House was 
tipped off by intelligence sources. 

♦ tip over o vt sep to tip sthg over to make 
sthg fall over by accident □ Be careful not to 
tip the wine bottle over, o vi [bucket, vase] to 
lean over so far that it falls over or its con¬ 
tents fall out □ The boat tipped over and the 
passengers fell into the river. 

♦ tip up vi [chair, table] to move to an angle 
so that it is not level and becomes unsteady 
□ The chair tipped up and she fell on the floor. 

tip-off « a warning that something has hap¬ 
pened or is going to happen. 

tipped [tipt] adj to be tipped with sthg [weap¬ 

on, pole] to have sthg at or on its tip □ spears 
tipped with poison. 

Tipp-Ex™ fitipeks] n GB a white liquid that 
can be painted onto paper in order to cover 
mistakes in typing or writing. 

tipple fitipl] « an alcoholic drink (informal use), 

tipsy [’tipsi] (compar tipsier, superl tipsiest) adj 
slightly drunk (informal use), 

tiptoe ftiptoo] o n on tiptoe standing or walk¬ 
ing on one’s toes so that the rest of one's 
foot does not touch the ground, o vi to 
move on one’s toes instead of using the 
whole foot, usually in order to make less 
noise □ She tiptoed past the sleeping children. 

tip-top adj that is extremely good (old- 
fashioned use) □ in tip-top order/condition. 

TIR (abbr of Transports Internationaux Routiers) 
an abbreviation written on the back of a 
truck carrying goods across international 
borders. 

tirade [tai'reid] « a long, angry, critical speech 
about something. 

tire ['tai3r] o n US a round piece of rubber that 
fits around the wheel of a bicycle, car etc 
and is filled with air. o vt to make <sb> be¬ 
come tired, o vi -1. [person, animal] He tires 
easily after his illness. -2. to tire of sb/sthg to 
become bored with <sb/sthg>. 

♦ tire out vt sep to tire sb out to make sb very 
tired, so that they have no energy left □ All 
that running around has tired me out. 

tired ['taiard] adj -1. [person, voice] that needs 
sleep or rest. -2. to be tired of sthg to be 
bored with sthg because one has had it, 
done it etc for too long □ I'm tired of this 
game: let's play something else. □ She grew tired 
of hearing the same old excuses. 

tiredness ['taiardnos] « the state or feeling of 
being tired □ He complained of tiredness and 
headaches. 

tireless ['taiafias] adj [worker, supporter, cam¬ 

paigner] who has a lot of energy and seems 
never to need rest. 

tire pressure n the pressure of the air inside 
a tire. 

tiresome ['taiarsam] adj [person, task] that one 
finds irritating and boring, 

tiring [‘tainij] adj [day, trip, activity] that makes 
one feel tired. 

Tirol [ti'rool] = Tyrol. 

tissue fti/ur] n -1. a handkerchief made of 
soft paper. -2. material in the body of a liv¬ 
ing thing that is made up of cells of a par¬ 
ticular kind that have a particular function □ 
animal/fatty/diseased tissue. -3. phrase a tissue 
of lies a complicated series of lies, usually 
forming a story. 

tissue paper n a type of very light thin paper 
used for wrapping things to protect them 
from damage. 

tit [tit] n -1. a small European bird that eats 
seeds and insects. -2.v a woman’s breast 
(very informal use). 

titbit n GB = tidbit. 

tit for tat [-'taet] n something unpleasant, that 
one does to somebody because they have 
done something unpleasant to one. 

titillate [‘titleit] o vt to excite <sb> slightly, 
especially in a sexual way. o vi: His latest 
book merely seeks to titillate. 
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titivate [’titaveit] vt to make <sb/sthg> look 
more attractive, neat etc. 

title [‘taitl] h -1. [of a book, song] the name giv¬ 
en to a book, article, song etc □ What is the 
title of your thesis? -2. (of a person] the name a 
person uses to show their position in soci¬ 
ety, their qualification, or their job □ Her title 
is Professor. -3. sport the position of champi¬ 
on in a sport □ He won the title last May. 

titled ['taitld] adj [person] who belongs to an 
upper-class family and has a title such as 
Lord or Lady. 

title deed n a piece of paper that proves a 
person’s legal right of ownership of land, a 
house etc. 

titleholder ['taitlhouldar] n the person who is 
the present champion in a sport, 

title page n the page at the front of a book 
where the tide, author etc are written, 

title role « the role played by the character in 
a play or movie whose name forms its tide, 

titter ['tit3r] vi to laugh in a nervous, embar¬ 
rassed, or silly way. 

tittle-tattle ['titltaetl] n gossip about people 
(disapproving and informal use), 

titular ['titfabd adj a titular ruler/head etc a 
person who has the tide of ruler/head etc 
but has no real power or importance. 

T-junction n GB a place where two roads, 
pipes etc meet and form the shape of the 
letter T. 

TM o n abbr of transcendental meditation. 
o abbr of trademark. 

TN abbr of Tennessee. 

TIMT (abbr of trinitrotoluene) n a powerful ex¬ 
plosive. 

to [stressed tu:, unstressed before vowel to, before 
consonant ta] o prep -1. to go to a place to go 
in the direction of a place □ Can you tell me 
the way to the airport? □ We didn't get to bed till 
midnight. □ A man came up to me and started 
threatening me. ■ to point to sb/sthg to point 
in the direction of sb/sthg □ He pointed to a 
town on the map. -2. to hold sthg to sthg to 
hold sthg against sthg so that they are 
touching □ / chained my bike to the fence and 
went in. □ The mirror should be fixed to the wall. 
-3. to the left/north in a position to the left/ 
north of where one is □ To your right you can 
see the palace. □ She stood on her own, a little to 
one side. -4. used to show who is given, 
sent, or told something □ The package was 
sent to you at your home address. □ Promise 
you'll write to me. □ I've been teaching English to 
businessmen. □ Don't talk to me in that tone of 
voice! -5. used to show the person or thing 
that is affected by something □ It does great 
harm to the environment. □ My brother's engaged 
to a really nice girl. □ She's a great help to me. 
-6. to my surprise/delight etc, he agreed the 
fact he agreed made me feel surprised/ 
delighted etc □ To her relief, there was no one 
else there. -7. to change to sthg used to show 
a change from one state to another □ the 
switch to nuclear energy □ his conversion to Is¬ 
lam □ The water turns to steam. □ The victim 

was beaten to death by his attackers. -8. used to 
give a limit □ Inflation has risen to 8%. □ He 
lived to the age of 90. -9. used to give an ap¬ 
proximate range □ / must have spent two to 
three weeks on it. □ a nine to five job □ She 
knows about everything from astronomy to mu¬ 
sic. -10. it's ten to three it’s ten minutes be¬ 
fore three o'clock □ I'll see you at (a) quarter to 
four. -11. 1,000 meters to a kilometer 1,000 
meters in or for each kilometer (used to 
show proportions and rates) □ an exchange 
rate of eight francs to the pound □ There were 
five girls to every boy. -12. to me/many people 
according to the opinion of myself/many 
people □ It seems like a crazy idea to me. -13. a 
poem set to music a poem accompanied by 
music □ We like to dance to African music, 

o -1. used with the infinitive as the subject 
or object of a verb □ To deny it would be point¬ 
less. -2. used with the infinitive after certain 
nouns and adjectives □ It's an attempt to clarify 
the situation. □ You have no reason to be 
alarmed. □ I'm ready to go. □ They were really 
pleased to see us. □ It's not difficult to do. -3. I 
came to see you I came with the purpose of 
seeing you □ He's only doing it to annoy you. 
-4. used with the infinitive after “what”, 
“why”, “when”, etc □ Tell me where to go. □ 
You can decide who to invite. -5. used after 
“too” and “enough” □ / have just enough mon¬ 
ey to pay you. □ It's too cold to go out. -6. used 
alone in place of a complete infinitive □ 
"Come here!" — "I don't want to." -7. to be 
honest/fair used to show that one is speak¬ 
ing honestly/fairly □ To be perfectly frank, I 
hate opera. 

o adv shut but not locked □ Push the door to. 
♦ to and fro adv -1. [move, rush, go] from one 

place to another, without stopping long in 
any place. -2. [rock, swing, sway] backward 
and forward or from side to side. 

toad [toud] n an animal like a large frog, but 
with rougher skin, that lives on land and 
breeds in water. 

toadstool ['toodstud] n a type of poisonous 
fungus that is shaped like a mushroom. 

toady ['toudi] (pi toadies, pt St. pp toadied) o vi 
to toady to sb to flatter and be pleasant to 
sb in authority in order to gain something. 
On a person who toadies to somebody. 

toast [toust] o n -1. [bread] bread that has 
been made brown and crisp by being 
cooked in a special piece of equipment or 
under a grill □ a piece/slice of toast. -2. to 
drink a toast to sb to wish sb success, happi¬ 
ness, good health etc and to raise one’s 
glass and drink as a symbol of this □ Let's 
drink a toast to her/the future! -3. to be the 
toast of a place/an institution etc [person] to be 
very popular in a place/an institution etc be¬ 
cause of what one has achieved □ She was the 
toast of Paris/the town, o vt -1. [bread, croissant, 

muffin] to cook <sthg> at a high temperature 
until it is crisp and brown. -2. [person, health, 

success] to drink a toast to <sb/sthg>. 

toasted sandwich [,toustad-] « a sandwich 
that is toasted, usually in a special device. 
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toaster ['toust3r] n an electric device for toast¬ 
ing slices of bread. 

toastmaster [US 'toustmaestr, gb -ma:sta] n a 
person who introduces the speakers after a 
formal meal. 

toast rack « a small object for holding and 
serving slices of toast. 

toasty [ toostij adj US [room, fire] that is warm 

and makes one feel comfortable, 

tobacco [ta'brekoo] n a substance made from 

the leaves of a particular plant, used for 

smoking in cigarettes, pipes etc. 

tobacconist [ts'baeksnsst] n GB a person who 

sells tobacco, cigarettes, cigars etc in a shop. 

■ a tobacconist's a store where tobacco, 

cigarettes, cigars etc are sold. 

Tobago [ts’beigou] -» Trinidad and Tobago, 

toboggan [ts'bogsn] o n a flat board with 
two long metal or wooden parts underneath 
that is used for sliding downhill fast over 
snow, especially as a sport or leisure activ¬ 
ity. o vi to ride on a toboggan, 

today [to'dei] o adv -1. on this day □ What 
would you like to do today? -2. in the period of 
time in which we are living □ Today, few peo¬ 
ple have time to cook traditional meals, o n 
-1. this day □ today's paper. -2. the present 
period of time □ the youth of today. 

toddle ['tDdl] vi -1. [child] to walk unsteadily. 
-2. to toddle off or along to go somewhere 
(informal use). 

toddler ['rndtal « a small child who is learn¬ 
ing to walk. 

toddy ['tDdi] {pi toddies) n a mixture of hot 
water, sugar, and whiskey, brandy, or rum. 

to-do {pi to-dos) n a fuss (informal use), 

toe [tou] o n -1. one of the five moveable 
parts at the end of one’s foot □ She wriggled 
her toes. -2. the part of a shoe, boot, sock 
etc that covers the toes, o vt to toe the line 
to obey rules and behave as one is expected 
to, especially when one does not want to. 

TOEFL ['toofl] (abbr of Test of English as a For¬ 
eign Language) tt a test of English given to 
foreign students who want to study in the 
USA. 

toehold ['touhould] n -1. a small place in a 
rock, cliff etc that is just big enough to put 
one’s toes in when climbing. -2. a first posi¬ 
tion in an area of work from which one 
hopes to advance and develop □ We'd like to 
get a toehold in the Japanese market. 

toenail ['touneil] n one of the thin hard cover¬ 
ings that grows on the upper surface at the 
end of the toes. 

toffee [11 ofi] n a hard, sticky, brown candy 
made by boiling butter, sugar, and water to¬ 
gether □ a bar of toffee. 

toffee apple n an apple on a stick, covered 
with a thin hard layer of toffee, 

tofu ['toufu:] n a white food made of soya 
bean curds that has the texture of soft 
cheese. 

toga ['touga] n a long loose piece of clothing 
worn by citizens in ancient Rome. 

together [ta'gedar] o adv -1. to do sthg togeth¬ 
er [two or more people] to do sthg with each 
other o The three of us always got along well to¬ 
gether. □ Both sides have agreed to work closer 
together. -2. to keep people/things together to 
keep people/things in the same place and 
close to- each other □ Stay together, everyone, 
or you'll get lost! □ That was it — he put his be¬ 
longings together and walked out. -3. to join 
things together to join one thing to another 
thing □ Put the ingredients together in a mixing 
bowl. □ Come on now, clap your hands together 
and sing! -4. to happen together [two or more 

events] to happen at the same time □ The two 
bombs were timed to go off together. □ The let¬ 
ters from the lawyer and her husband arrived to¬ 
gether. -5. used to show the total amount 
that two or more things make □ If you add it 
all together, the real cost of moving must be 
about $10,000. □ This new car has cost me more 
than all my previous ones put togetherI 
o adj [person] who is always very sensible 
and well-organized (informal use) □ She’s very 
together. 

♦ together with prep used to emphasize that 
two or more things happen at the same 
time, or are included in a total □ The meal, to¬ 
gether with wine and service, came to $90. □ 
Please send in a resume, together with details of 
your current salary. 

togetherness [t3'ged3rn3s] n a warm feeling of 
closeness to other people, especially friends 
and family. 

toggle [’togl] n a fastener for clothing, bags 
etc that consists of a small piece of wood, 
metal, or plastic passed through a loop or 
hole. 

toggle switch « -1. electronics a switch that 
can be moved to open or close an electric 
circuit. -2. computing a key on a computer 
keyboard that is pressed to turn a particular 
feature, such as italic type, on or off. 

togs [tDgz] npl (informal use) -1. clothes. 
-2. AUS = bathing suit. 

toil [toil] o n unpleasant tiring work (literary 
use), o vi to work hard for a long time doing 
something that is difficult and unpleasant. 

♦ toil away vi to toil away at sthg to work 
hard doing sthg unpleasant over a long peri¬ 
od of time. 

toilet ['toilat] n a bowl that one sits on where 
one can get rid of the body’s waste matter; 
a room or building with one or more of 
these in it □ I'm just going to the toilet. 

toilet bag n a small bag, usually waterproof, 
in which soap, toothpaste etc can be kept 
while traveling. 

toilet paper n thin soft paper used for clean¬ 
ing oneself after passing waste matter from 
one’s body. 

toiletries ['toibtriz] npl things used to clean or 
take care of the body, e.g. soap, cleansers, 
toothpaste, and deodorant. 

toilet roll « -1. = toilet paper. -2. a long strip 
of toilet paper that is wrapped around a 
small cardboard tube. 
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toilet tissue n = toilet paper (polite use), 

toilet-trained [-tremd] adj [child] who has 
learned how to control the way they get rid 
of body waste and to use a toilet, 

toilet water n a perfume that is not very 
strong. 

to-ing and fro-ing [,tu:irpn'frooir)] n busy ac¬ 
tivity that involves going from one place to 
another, and often seems to produce no re¬ 
sults. 

token ['tookan] o adj token support/resistance 

etc a small amount of support/resistance etc 
that does not have much effect and is in¬ 
tended only to give a good impression □ 
She's the token woman on the panel, o « -1. a 
piece of paper, card, or plastic that is worth 
a particular amount of money and can be 
used to pay for goods or services □ a book/ 
laundry/shower token. -2. a symbol of some¬ 
thing □ a token of love/esteem/friendship. 

♦ by the same token adv a phrase used to 
introduce a statement that is a logical result 
of a previous statement □ The number of stu¬ 
dents Is expanding. By the same token, a college 
education is becoming less prestigious. 

Tokyo ['toukjou] the capital of Japan, its larg¬ 
est city, and a major Pacific port, population: 
11,855,563. 

told [tould] past tense & past participle of tell, 

tolerable ftolorobl] adj [performance, food, hotel] 

that one finds fairly good or acceptable, but 
not extremely good. 

tolerably ['tDlarabli] adv tolerably good/effi¬ 

cient etc good/efficient etc in a way that is 
just acceptable. 

tolerance ['tDlarans] n -1. the ability to accept 
other people’s beliefs, behavior, customs etc 
even if one disapproves of them a In a coun¬ 
try not known for its tolerance of political dissent, 
the decision to allow the demonstration was re¬ 
markable. -2. the degree to which a person, 
animal, or plant can resist the effects of a 
drug, infection, poison etc. 

tolerant ['tobrant] adj [person] who accepts 
other people's beliefs, behavior, customs etc 
even if they disapprove of them □ He's very 
tolerant of young people/noise. 

tolerate [’tDbreit] vt [behavior, dissent, opposi¬ 

tion] to allow <sb/sthg>, even if one does 
not like or approve of them □ They would tol¬ 
erate no deviation from the party line. □ He irritat¬ 
ed me, but I tolerate him for his mother's sake. 

toleration [,tnb'reijn| n the policy of allowing 
something that one does not approve of, es¬ 
pecially religious beliefs and practices that 
are not officially recognized by the state □ 
religious toleration. 

toll [tool] on-1. the total number of people 
killed or injured, e.g. in an accident □ So far 
ten bodies have been recovered but police fear 
the final death toll could be much higher. -2. a 
sum of money that one has to pay to cross 
a bridge, use a road etc. -3. phrase to take its 

toll to have a serious and harmful effect on 
somebody □ The long hours and stressful nature 
of the job inevitably took their toll, o vt to make 

<a bell> ring, especially as a sign that some¬ 
body has died, o vi: The bell tolled twice. 

tollbooth ['toulbu:9] n a small building beside 
a bridge, on a road etc, where tolls are col¬ 
lected. 

toll bridge n a bridge where one has to pay a 
toll to cross. 

toll-free us o adj [telephone call] that is paid 
for by the organization that receives it ra¬ 
ther than the person that makes it. o adv: 
Call the number below, toll-free:... 

Tolstoy [us 'toulstoi, gb 11olstoi]. Count Leo 
(1828-1910) a Russian writer whose best- 
known works are the novels War and Peace 
and Anna Karenina. 

tomahawk ['tDmahoik] n a small ax tradition¬ 
ally used for fighting and hunting by Native 
Americans. 

tomato [US ta'meitou, GB -'ma:tou] (pi toma¬ 
toes) n a soft, small, red fruit that can be 
eaten raw or cooked as a vegetable; the 
plant on which this fruit grows □ tomato 
sauce. 

tomb [tu:m] n a large grave, usually with 
sculpture or other decorations, that is above 
the ground rather than in it. 

tombola [tnm'boub] n GB a game in which 
people can win prizes if their ticket is 
picked out of a large container, 

tomboy ['tnmboi] n a girl who likes playing 
rough noisy games, and who dresses or 
looks like a boy. 

tombstone ['tuimstoun] « a large flat stone at 
a person’s grave that shows their name, 
when they were born and died etc. 

tomcat ['trmikaetl n a male cat. 

tomfoolery [tnm'furbri] n silly behavior, 

tomorrow [ta'mDroo] o « -1. the day after to¬ 
day □ Tomorrow is Tuesday. □ tomorrow's 
weather. -2. the future □ Let's not think about 
tomorrow. □ Who knows what tomorrow may 
bring? o adv on the day after today □ See you 
tomorrow! □ Tomorrow, things may change. 

Tom Thumb [,tom'0Am] a character in a fairy 
tale who is as small as a person’s thumb, 

ton [tAn] (pi ton or tons) n -1. a unit (us 907 
kg or 2,000 lb, GB 1,016 kg or 2,240 lb) used 
for measuring weight. -2. = tonne □ a metric 
ton. -3. phrases to weigh a ton to be very 
heavy (informal use). ■ to come down on sb 
like a ton of bricks to show sb that one is 
very angry with them for doing something 
wrong (informal use). 

♦ tons npl tons of sthg [of work, money] a lot 
of sthg (informal use). 

tonal ['tounl] adj that is connected with the 
tone of a sound. 

tone [toon] « -1. a quality in somebody’s 
voice that expresses a particular feeling, 
mood etc □ / didn't like his tone of voice. □ a 
sarcastic/an impatient tone. -2. [of a telephone] a 
sound made by an electronic piece of equip¬ 
ment such as a telephone □ Please leave your 
message after the tone. □ There's no dial tone. 
-3. music the interval between two musical 
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notes separated by one key on the piano. 
-4. [of a color] a shade of one particular color 
that is lighter or darker than other shades of 
that color a The room was decorated in different 
tones of cream. -5. [of a speech, article] the 
general style and character of a speech, 
piece of writing etc □ The tone of the review 
was basically hostile. -6. phrase to lower the 
tone of sthg [of a place, conversation] to make 
sthg more vulgar or less socially acceptable. 

♦ tone down vt sey to tone sthg down [lan¬ 

guage, effect] to make sthg less strong so 
that it is more acceptable. 

♦ tone up vt sey to tone one's body up to 
make one’s body firmer by exercising □ We 
did exercises to tone up our stomach muscles. 

tone-deaf adj [person] who cannot sing well 
because they cannot hear the difference be¬ 
tween musical notes clearly. 

toner ['toun3r] n -1. a powder used as ink in 
photocopiers and computer printers to pro¬ 
duce images and text. -2. a cosmetic lotion 
used on the face after cleaning it to close 
the pores. 

tongs [togz] nyl a tool consisting of two parts 
joined at one end that are pressed together 
at the other end in order to pick things up □ 
a pair of sugar tongs. 

tongue [tArfi « -1. anatomy the fleshy organ 
in one’s mouth that is used for tasting and 
eating things, and for making sounds. ■ to 
have one's tongue in one's cheek to say 
something as a joke, without expecting to 
be taken seriously. ■ to hold one's tongue to 
stop oneself from saying something □ Hold 
your tongue! I didn't ask you! ■ tongues will 
wag people will start gossiping □ Her affair 
with a much younger man started tongues wag¬ 
ging. -2. to have a sharp tongue to speak an¬ 
grily to other people because of one’s char¬ 
acter. -3. a language (formal use) □ a foreign 
tongue. -4. cooking meat from the tongue of 
an ox, often sliced and eaten cold. -5. [of a 

shoe] the long loose piece of leather under 
the laces of a shoe. 

tongue-in-cheek adj [remark, comment] that 
seems serious but is meant as a joke. 

tongue-tied adj [person] who cannot say any¬ 
thing because they are shy or embarrassed. 

tongue-twister « a long phrase that is hard 
to say quickly and is often used as an amus¬ 
ing way of practicing or improving one’s 
pronunciation. 

tonic ['tDnik] n -1. = tonic water □ gin and tonic. 
-2. [for one's health] a medicine of any kind 
that helps one to feel strong again when 
one is ill or tired □ tonic wine. -3. [for one's 

mood] something that makes one feel more 
cheerful n Your visit has been a real tonic! 

tonic water « a colorless bubbly drink with a 
slightly bitter taste that is used to dilute al¬ 
coholic drinks such as vodka and gin. 

tonight [ts'nait] o n -1. the evening or night 
of today □ Tonight is no good, I'm busy till nine 
o'clock. -2. the night which will follow today 
□ Tonight will be frosty, o adv -1. in or during 
the evening of today □ I'll call you tonight, 

about six. -2. during the night which will fol¬ 
low today □ There will be no moon tonight. 

tonnage ['tAiud3] « -1. shipping the size of a 
ship. -2. the weight of goods measured in 
tons. 

tonne [tAn] (yl tonne or tonnes) tt a unit 
(1,000 kg) used for measuring weight, 

tonsil ['tons!] n one of two small lumps of 
flesh at the back of one’s throat. 

tonsil(l)itis [.tDnsa'laitas] n an illness in which 
the tonsils are inflamed and sore, 

too [tu:] adv -1. used to show that a previous 
statement applies to something or some¬ 
body else □ Small investors, too, will benefit 
from these tax reductions. □ Kate loved living in 
California, and Bill did too. □ You too can own an 
impressive collection of classical CDs. -2. too 
hot/cold etc more hot/cold etc than one 
wants or needs □ Don't spend too long in the 
bathroom! □ It's much too expensive. □ We've 
spent too much time on it already. □ It's too late 
to do anything about it now. -3. phrases not too 
good/pleased etc not very good/pleased etc 
□ The situation doesn't sound too hopeful, does 
it? □ It didn't take me too long to work out why 
I'd been invited. ■ all too..., only too... used to 
mean “very” □ It's all too easy to get into the 
habit of drinking alone. □ I'd be only too pleased 
to help, but I'm busy at the moment. 

took [tuk] yast tense of take, 

tool [tu:l] n -1. an instrument that one holds 
in one’s hand and uses to do a particular 
job. ■ to down tools GB [staff, workers] to stop 
working, as a form of protest. -2. a skill, 
method etc that helps one to do something 
successfully □ Diplomacy and tact are the tools 
of the negotiator, m the tools of one's trade the 
skills or objects that one usually uses in or¬ 
der to do one’s job. 

♦ tool around vi us to waste time doing 
nothing in particular (informal use), 

tool box n a plastic or metal box for keeping 
tools in. 

tool kit « a set of tools kept together in a box 
and used for a particular purpose, 

toot [tu:t] Oiia short sound made using a car 
horn to give a quick greeting or warning, 
o vt to use <a car hom> to make a toot, 
o vi [horn, car, driver] The taxi tooted, and he 
rushed out of the door. 

tooth [tu:0] {yl teeth) n -1. one of the small, 
white, hard objects in one’s mouth that are 
used for biting and chewing □ He still has all 
his own teeth. ■ to be long in the tooth to be 
too old (informal use). ■ to grit one's teeth to 
continue to accept something unpleasant 
and wait till things improve. ■ to have no 
teeth [law, organization] to have no real power 
to be effective. ■ to lie through one's teeth to 
tell deliberate lies with no shame at all (in¬ 
formal use). -2. [of a comb, saw, cog] one of a 
row of small sharp points along the edge of 
a tool, piece of equipment etc. 

toothache [’tu:0eik] « a constant pain in a 
tooth. 

toothbrush [’tuiGbrAf] n a small brush with a 
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long handle that is used for cleaning one’s 
teeth. 

toothless ['tuiGlas] adj -1. [person] who has no 
teeth □ a toothless grin. -2. [law, organization] 

that has no real power and cannot be effec¬ 
tive. 

toothpaste ['tu:0peist] n a paste that one puts 
on a toothbrush to clean one’s teeth □ a tube 
of toothpaste. 

toothpick ['tuiGpik] « a small, sharp, wooden 
stick that one uses to remove bits of food 
from between one’s teeth. 

tooth powder « a powder used to clean 
one’s teeth. 

top [tDp] (pt & pp topped, corn topping) o adj 
-1. the top shelf/floor etc the highest shelf/ 
floor etc □ We scraped away the top layer of var¬ 
nish. * the top house/end etc the house/end 
etc that is furthest away □ They live at the top 
end of the street. -2. a top player/manager etc 
a very successful or important player/man¬ 
ager etc □ a top legal firm/advertising agency □ 
The Premier can count on the support of the top 
coalition leaders. -3. at top speed at the fast¬ 
est possible speed □ We rushed there at top 
speed. 

On-1. [of a hill, cupboard, pile] the highest 
point or part of something; [of a street, road] 

the part of something that is furthest away 
□ I ran to the top of the stairs. □ Top of my list 
comes job security. □ I waited for them at the top 
of the lane. ■ from top to bottom [search, clean] 

completely. ■ on top on the highest part or 
point of something □ The mountain had snow 
on top. ■ to be over the top GB [behavior, reac¬ 

tion, idea] to be extreme and unnecessary in 
a particular situation o They went completely 
over the top and spent thousands on the wed¬ 
ding. ■ at the top of one's voice Ishout, scream] 

as loudly as one can. -2. [of a bottle, container, 

box] a piece of plastic, metal etc used for 
covering something, e.g. when one is not 
using it □ Don't forget to put the top back on 
when you've finished. -3. [of water, a table] the 
flat surface of something seen from above □ 
It floated to the top. -4. clothing a piece of 
clothing for the upper body □ / packed a few 
tops and skirts. -5. a child’s toy that spins 
around. -6. [of an organization, league] the best 
or most important position one can reach □ 
Ross soon rose to the top of his profession. □ 
Life is not always easy at the top. 
o vt -1. [league, poll] to be in the highest po¬ 
sition on <a list> □ The song topped the charts 
for about three months. -2. [story, offer] to pro¬ 
duce something that is better than <sthg 
that came before> □ Top that one, if you can! 
-3. [figure, speed] to reach a level that is 
higher than <sthg> □ Sales topped the million 
mark. -4. [cake, dish] to put a layer of some¬ 
thing on top of <food> to decorate it or give 
it more flavor □ You can top the potato with a 
little grated cheese. 

♦ on top of prep -1. on the highest part of 
<sthg> □ The book was lying on top of the re¬ 
frigerator. -2. very close to <sb> □ Suddenly, 
the truck was right on top of me. □ The house is 

too small; we're always on top of each other. 
-3. in addition to <sthg> □ He's old and ill, and 
on top of all that, he has his wife to look after. □ 
On top of the salary, you get a company car. 
-4. to be on top of sthg [of a situation, work] to 
be in control of sthg □./ had a backlog of work, 
but I'm on top of it now. ■ to get on top of sb 
[work, pressure] to depress and worry sb so 
that they feel they cannot do what is ex¬ 
pected of them □ Everything seemed to get on 
top of me, somehow. 

♦ top off us, top up GB vt sep to top sthg off 
or up [glass, tank] to put extra water, gasoline 
etc into sthg so that it becomes full, 

topaz ['toupaez] n a precious stone that is yel¬ 
low or brown and is used to make jewelry, 

top brass n the top brass the most important 
people in an organization, especially in the 
armed forces (informal use), 

topcoat ['tDpkout] n -1. a heavy coat worn 
over a suit, dress etc. -2. the final layer of 
paint that is put on a surface, 

top dog n the person in a particular situation 
who has the most power and tells other 
people what to do (informal use). 

Top End: the Top End AUS the north part of 
the Northern Territory. 

top-flight adj [position, diplomat] that is among 
the very best or highest in rank □ a top-flight 
administrator. 

top floor n the top story of a building □ The 
office is on the top floor. 

top gear n the gear in a vehicle that is used 
when driving at the fastest speeds, 

top hat n a man’s hat that is usually black or 
gray, has a tall cylindrical main part, and is 
worn at formal occasions, 

top-heavy adj [object] that is unstable and 
likely to fall over because it is larger at the 
top than at the bottom, 

topic ['tDpik] « a subject that people talk or 
write about □ The discussion covered various 
topics. 

topical [’tDpikl] adj [issue, point] that is inter¬ 
esting at the present time, because people 
are talking about it. 

topknot ['tDpnot] n a thick section of hair tied 
in a knot on top of one’s head, 

topless ['tnptas] adj [woman] who is wearing 
nothing on her breasts; [bar, show] where the 
female staff or performers are topless □ top¬ 
less bathing. 

top-level adj top-level talks/discussions etc 
talks/discussions etc that involve the most 
important and powerful people from the 
countries or groups involved, 

topmost ['tDpmoust] adj the topmost branch¬ 
es/leaves etc the branches/leaves etc at the 

top. 

top-notch adj [quality, service, performance] that 
one finds very good (informal use) □ a top- 
notch lawyer. 

topographer [t3'pDgr3f3r] « a person who 
studies and makes maps of an area, showing 
features such as the height of the land. 
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topography [ts'pogrsfi] n -1. the study of the 
physical features of an area; the activity of 
making a map of the physical features of an 
area. -2. the shape of the land in a particular 
area □ the topography of California. 

topped [tDpt] adj to be topped by or with sthg 
[with cream, snow, clouds] to have sthg on the 
highest part as a covering, decoration etc □ a 
dessert topped with whipped cream. 

topping 1'tnpiri] n a layer of sauce, extra in¬ 
gredients etc served on top of food □ a cas¬ 
serole with a topping of potato □ The cake had a 
delicious chocolate topping. 

topple ['tDpi] o vt [government, president] to 
make <sb/sthg> lose a position of political 
power □ The recent wave of scandals threatens 
to topple the government, o vi [object, building] 
to become less stable and then fall □ The 
vase toppled to the ground. 

♦ topple over vi [pile] to become less stable 
and fall down □ / knocked the table and all the 
books came toppling over. 

top-ranking adj [player, official] who has a very 
high or important position, 

top-secret adj [information, operation] that must 
be kept completely secret □ The file was 
marked 'Top Secret’. 

top-security adj [prison, hospital, wing] that is 
guarded as carefully as possible, usually to 
prevent dangerous people from escaping, 

topsoil [’topsoil] n the top layer of an area of 
soil □ Over the years the winds and rains had re¬ 
moved the topsoil. 

topspin 1'tDpspin] n [in tennis, pool] the turning 
movement of a ball when it goes forward 
more quickly than usual because it has been 
hit in a particular way by a player o That ball 
had a lot of topspin on it. 

topsy-turvy [,tDpsi't3:rvi] adj -1. [room, desk] 
where everything is in a mess. -2. [idea, 
world] that is impossible to understand be¬ 
cause it makes no sense. 

Torah l'to:ra] n the Torah all of the writings 
and laws in the Jewish religion, 

torch [toiTj-] n -1. a long thick stick that is 
specially treated to bum at one end and is 
carried or put somewhere to provide light. 
-2. GB a small electric light that one carries 
in order to see in the dark, 

tore [to;r] past tense of tear, 

torment [n 'to:rment, vb to:r'ment] o n -1. great 
suffering of the mind or body □ the torment 
of not knowing when I'd see her again. -2. a par¬ 
ticular cause of suffering (literary use), o vt 
-1. to worry <sb> so much that they suffer 
a lot over a long period of time □ / was tor¬ 
mented by guilt. -2. to tease <sb> cruelly and 
make their life miserable □ The older children 
would delight in tormenting him. 

tormentor [t3:r'ment3r] n a person who makes 
somebody else suffer by treating them cruel¬ 
ly □ The dog finally managed to break free of its 
tormentors. 

torn [to:rn] past participle of tear. 

tornado [t3:r'neidou] (pi tornadoes or tornados) 
« a very violent storm that consists of a 

mass of air in the shape of a funnel that 
spins very quickly and causes a lot of de¬ 
struction. 

Toronto [ts'rontou] a city and port on Lake 
Ontario, in southeastern Canada, popula¬ 
tion: 635,395. 

torpedo [t3:r'pi:dou] (pi torpedoes) o n an 
undersea missile that is fired at a ship to 
damage or destroy it. o vt [submarine, ship] to 
attack <sthg> by firing torpedoes at it. 

torpedo boat n a warship designed mainly to 
carry and fire torpedoes, 

torpor ['to:rpar] n a lazy state in which one 
does not have the energy or enthusiasm to 
do anything (formal use), 

torque [to:rk] n technology the force that 
causes something to rotate, 

torrent [’trirant] « -1. a lot of water that flows 
very fast and powerfully. -2. a torrent of 
words/insults etc a lot of words/insults etc 
that somebody says very quickly with 
strong emotion □ a torrent of abuse. 

torrential [ta'renfl] adj torrential rain a lot of 
rain that falls quickly and heavily. 

Torres Strait ['tDras-] a channel between Pa¬ 
pua New Guinea and northeastern Australia. 

Torres Strait Islander « a member of an 
Aboriginal people who come from the part 
of northeastern Australia near the Torres 
Strait. 

torrid ['tDrad] adj -1. [heat, climate] that is very 
hot and dry. -2. [affair, story, scene] that is 
full of sexual passion. 

torso ['to:rsoo] (pi torsos) « -1. the main part 
of the body, not including the head and 
limbs. -2. a statue of a human torso, 

tortelloni ftoiTa'loum] n ring-shaped pieces of 
pasta filled with meat or cheese, 

tortilla [to:r'ti:ja] n in Mexican cooking, a 
round flat crisp crepe made from com or 
wheat flour. 

tortoise ['taitas] n a small reptile that moves 
very slowly and has a large shell on its back 
for protection. 

tortoiseshell [’toitasjel] o adj [cat] that has 
brown, black, and reddish markings, o n the 
brown and yellow shell of a sea-turtle, used 
in making jewelry and other decorations; a 
plastic imitation of this material □ a tortoise¬ 
shell comb. 

tortuous ['tailJoss] adj -1. [account, plot] that 
is too complicated to understand easily. □ Be 
warned: getting a visa here is a tortuous process. 
-2. [route, path] that does not go in a straight 
line, but has many turns, 

torture ['tastJV] o « -1. the process of delib¬ 
erately causing somebody great physical 
pain, e.g. as a punishment or to get informa¬ 
tion from them □ They were subjected to beat¬ 
ings and torture. -2. great physical or mental 
suffering □ The waiting was sheer torture! o vt 
-1. [person] to deliberately cause <sb> to feel 
great physical or emotional pain □ He was 
tortured to death. -2. [thought, memory] to 
cause <sb> great suffering □ She was tortured 
by guilt. □ Don't torture yourself! 
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torturer ['toi'tjara1'] n a person who tortures 
other people. 

Tory [’toiri] (pi Tories) o « a member or sup¬ 
porter of the British Conservative Party. 
o adj: a Tory politician/policy. 

toss [tDs] o v( -1. [object] to throw <sthg>, es¬ 
pecially sthg light, in a careless way □ Can 
you toss that apple over to me, please? -2. to 
toss one's head to move one’s head back 
suddenly, usually to show one is angry. 
-3. [food] to shake <food> around in a dress¬ 
ing, sauce etc so that it gets completely cov¬ 
ered □ Toss the salad in oil. -4. to toss a pan¬ 
cake to throw a pancake in the air and catch 
it in a pan. -5. to toss a coin to throw a coin 
in the air so that it spins and try to guess 
which side will face up when it lands. 
-6. [person, boat] to move <sb/sthg> around 
in a very rough, uncontrolled way □ The din¬ 
ghy was tossed around on the waves, 

o vi -1. to toss a coin □ Shall we toss for it? 
-2. [person, boat, branches] to keep moving 
around in an uncontrolled way. ■ to toss 
and turn to be unable to stay still and relax 
while trying to go to sleep. 

on-1. the act of throwing a coin to decide 
something, especially to decide who starts 
play in a sports game. -2. a toss of one's 
head a sudden backward movement of one’s 
head that usually shows one is angry. 

toss-up « it's a toss-up it is impossible to say 
which of two things will happen, because 
both are likely □ It was a toss-up who'd win. 

tot [tDt] (pt & pp totted, cont totting) n a very 
young child who is just beginning to walk 
(informal use). 

♦ tot up vt sep to tot numbers up to add num¬ 
bers together to make a total (informal use). 

total 1'toutl] (US pt & pp totaled, cont totaling, 
GB pt & pp totalled, cont totalling) o adj -1. a 
total failure/waste etc a complete failure/ 
waste etc □ The Socialists are demanding a total 
ban on arms exports. -2. the total amount/fig¬ 
ure etc the amount/figure etc that results 
from adding smaller amounts together □ The 
total sum is over $50,000. 
On a final figure that is reached after adding 
numbers or amounts together □ The total 
came to twenty-two. □ Rice exports were expect¬ 
ed to soar to a total of 1,033,900 tonnes, 
o vt -1. to add <figures> together to make a 
total. -2. to reach <a particular amount> af¬ 
ter being added together □ Borrowings totaled 
$20 billion. □ Expenditure totaled over $50,000. 
-3. US to damage <a car> so badly that it 
cannot be used again (informal use). 

♦ in total adv when everything is added to¬ 
gether □ In total, there were three attempts on 
the President's life. 

totalitarian fitoutaeb'teamn] adj [regime, gov¬ 

ernment] that controls people completely and 
allows no political opposition or democratic 
freedom. 

totality [tou'taetati] n the whole of something. 

totally ['toutsli] adv completely □ I'm totally ex¬ 
haustedI □ This conclusion is totally wrong. 

tote bag ['tout-] n a large bag for carrying 
shopping or personal possessions. 

totem pole ['toutam-] « a tall pole, traditional¬ 
ly put up by some Native American peoples, 
that is covered in carvings or pictures with a 
symbolic meaning. 

toto [’toutoo] adv in toto when everything is 
added together (formal use) □ You have made, 
in toto, six withdrawals this month. 

totter ['tDtar] vi -1. [person] to walk in an un¬ 
steady way □ She tottered to the window. 
-2. [government, organization] to be weak and 
close to losing power or importance. 

toucan ['tuikasn] n a tropical bird that has a 
very large and brightly-colored beak. 

touch [tAtf] o n -1. one's sense of touch the 
sense of feeling things with one's fingers □ 
The fabric was soft and silky to the touch. 
-2. [with a hand] a gentle pressure from 
somebody’s hand □ / felt a touch on my shoul¬ 
der. □ 'Heat at the touch of a button.' -3. [as an 

addition] a small detail that adds to or com¬ 
pletes something □ And they sent flowers to 
say thank-you: a nice touch! □ Small touches such 
as red and green ribbons can help create a festive 
atmosphere. ■ to put the finishing touches to 
or on sthg to do the last things that are 
needed to complete sthg. -4. a personal/ 
professional etc touch a personal/professional 
etc way of doing something □ It needs a 
woman's touch. ■ to be losing one's touch not 
to be as good at something as one used to 
be. -5. to get in touch to contact somebody 
by writing, phoning etc □ They'll get in touch 
with you if they want to interview you. ■ to keep 
in touch with sb to continue to have contact 
with sb by writing or phoning, so that one 
still has a friendly relationship with them □ 
Goodbye! Keep in touch! ■ to keep in touch 
with sthg [with developments, research, pro¬ 

gress] to make sure one has the latest infor¬ 
mation about sthg that is always changing. 
■ to lose touch with sb to stop having con¬ 
tact with sb whom one no longer sees regu¬ 
larly because one does not write to them, 
phone them etc □ My mother had a brother, but 
they lost touch. ■ to be out of touch with sthg 
[with reality, news, developments] not to know 
as much as one used to about sthg that is 
always changing □ If you stop work for even a 
year, you soon get out of touch. -6. sport into 
touch out of the area of the field where play 
can take place. -7. to be a soft or easy touch 
to be very likely to give or lend money 
when asked (disapproving use), 

o vt -1. [object, surface, person] to put one’s 
hand or another part of one’s body in con¬ 
tact with <sb/sthg> □ Bend over and touch 
your toes. □ If you touch me. I'll scream I □ / 
didn't touch a thing on your desk, I just straight¬ 
ened it up. -2. [person] to cause <sb> to have 
a feeling such as pity, sadness, or admira¬ 
tion □ It really touched me, the way he spoke 
about his son. -3. to never touch sthg [meat, al¬ 

cohol] to never eat or drink sthg □ No, thank 
you, I never touch it! 
o vi -1. [person] to put one’s hand on some- 
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thing □ Do not touch. -2. [two objects) to come 
into contact □ Our hands touched. 

♦ a touch o adv slightly □ Can you move a 
touch to the left? □ It was a touch expensive, 
o det a touch of sthg a small amount of sthg 
□ There's a touch of frost in the air. 

♦ touch down vi [plane] to land. 
♦ touch on vf fus to touch on sthg to mention 

sthg briefly □ In his talk. Dr Lane touched on the 
future expansion of NATO. 

♦ touch up vt sep> to touch sthg up to improve 
sthg by making slight changes or additions □ 
The paintwork could do with touching up. 

touch-and-go adj [operation, outcome] that is 
very uncertain and could end in success or 
failure □ It was touch and go whether we would 
make it. 

touchdown 1'tAtJdaun] n -1. [of a plane] the mo¬ 

ment when a plane or spacecraft lands. -2. 

sport in football, the act of moving the ball 

behind the opponents’ goal line in order to 

score points. 

touched [tAtJt] adj -1. [person] who feels grati¬ 
tude, pity, sympathy etc because of some¬ 
thing that has been done or said □ / was so 
touched (that) he remembered my birthday. -2. [per¬ 

son] who seems a little crazy (informal use). 

touching ['tAtfig] adj [scene, sight, thought] that 
causes somebody to have a feeling of grati¬ 
tude, pity etc o The last act was so touching, 
the whole audience was in tears. 

touch judge n [in rugby] an official whose job 
is to indicate when the ball has crossed the 
boundary line and is no longer in play. 

touchline ['tAtJlain] n GB a line marking the 
side boundary of a field used for playing 
rugby, soccer etc. 

touchpaper ['tAtJpeipafl n the paper on a fire¬ 
work that one lights to cause it to start 
burning □ Light the touchpaper and stand back. 

touch screen n computing a screen that a 

person touches to work a computer. 

touch-type vi to type without looking at the 
keys or one’s fingers. 

touchy 1'tAtJi] (compar touchier, superl touchi¬ 
est) adj -1. [person] who easily gets angry or 
offended. ■ to be touchy about sthg to dislike 
people mentioning sthg □ Dad's very touchy 
about his age. -2. a touchy subject a subject 
that may upset or offend people and so 
needs to be dealt with very carefully. 

tough [tAf] adj -1. [person] who is strong and 
able to deal with difficulties □ He'll be alright, 
he's pretty tough. □ She's mentally/physically 
tough. -2. [material] that is strong and unlikely 
to break or tear. -3. [meat] that is hard to 
chew. -4. [decision, choice] that is hard to 
make; [life, job, question] that is hard to deal 
with (informal use) □ I'm not sure; that's a tough 
one to answer! -5. [area, neighborhood] where 
there is a lot of crime (informal use). 
-6. [authorities, policy] that is strict (informal 
use) □ The U.S. customs are very tough. -7. 
tough luck!, (that's) tough! a phrase used to 
show that one does not feel sorry for some¬ 

body who is in a difficult situation (informal 
use). 

toughen fitAfn] vt -1. [person, character] to 
make <sb/sthg> stronger and less sensitive. 
-2. [material, glass] to make <sthg> stronger 
and less likely to break or tear. 

toughened [‘tAfnd] adj [glass, steel] that has 
been specially strengthened by an industrial 
process. 

Toulouse-Lautrec [tu:,lu:zla'trek], Henri de 
(1864-1901) a French artist known for his 
many paintings and posters of scenes in the 
bars and nightclubs of Paris. 

toupee [US tui'pei, GB ’tuipei] n a small wig for 
a man that covers the top and front of the 
head. 

tour [tuar] o « -1. [of different places] a trip dur¬ 
ing which one visits several different places 
□ a tour of Scandinavia. -2. [of one place] a 
short visit to a place, e.g. a town or build¬ 
ing, to see the iriteresting parts □ We went on 
a tour of Mount Vernon. -3. [for work] a visit to 
several places, planned in advance, as part 
of one’s job or official function □ the Presi¬ 
dent's tour of the Far East □ The band hopes to 
go on tour again next year. 
o vt -1. [tourist, visitor, inspector] to make a 
tour of <a building or place>. -2. sport & 
theater [team, group, company] to go around 
<an area or country>, performing or playing 
□ They'll be touring Europe for the next month. 
o vi [team, group] The ballet company tours dur¬ 
ing the summer months. □ They are currently 
touring in Scotland. 

touring ['toarir)] o adj a touring show/ 
exhibition etc a show/exhibition etc that 
moves from one place to another for the 
public to see. o « the activity of traveling 
around and visiting various places. ■ to go 
touring to go on a tour for pleasure, usually 
by car. 

tourism ['tuarizm] n -1. the activity of travel¬ 
ing to and visiting different regions or for¬ 
eign countries for pleasure. -2. the industry 
that provides services such as accommoda¬ 
tion for tourists □ a career in tourism. 

tourist ['tuarast] n a person, usually on vaca¬ 
tion, who visits a place for pleasure. 

tourist class « the cheapest standard of ser¬ 
vice and seating on a plane □ We traveled/ 
flew (by) tourist class. 

tourist (information) office n a place where 
visitors to a town or region can get informa¬ 
tion on hotels, places to visit etc. 

touristy ['toarasti] adj [place] that one thinks 
has been spoiled by the presence of too 
many tourists (disapproving use). 

tournament ['tuarnamant] n sport a series of 
games or matches in which the winner of 
one game plays the winner of another game 
until the final game is won □ the Forest Hills 
tennis tournament. 

tourniquet [US 't3;rnakat, GB 'tamikei] n a band 
of cloth wound very tightly around an arm 
or leg to stop bleeding from a wound. 
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tour operator n GB a company that arranges 
package tours to popular destinations. 

tousle ['tauzl] vt to make <sb’s hair> look 
messy. 

tout [taot] On GB a person who sells tickets 
for a sporting event or a concert illegally 
and at very high prices to people in the 
street □ a ticket tout, o vt [wares, goods] to try 
to persuade people to buy <sthg> by show¬ 
ing it to them, o vi to tout for business to 
try to get business by speaking to people, 
attracting their attention etc. 

tow [too] o « the process of pulling one vehi¬ 
cle along behind another □ I've broken down. 
Can you give me a tow? m 'on tow' GB a sign 
placed on the back of a vehicle to inform 
other drivers that it is being pulled along by 
another vehicle. ■ with sb in tow followed 
closely by sb □ It would be nice to go some¬ 
where without the kids in tow for a change, o vt 
[trailer, camper, car] to pull <a vehicle> along 
by attaching it to another vehicle with a 
rope or chain. 

toward [t3'wo:rd] us, towards [ta'wo:rdz] prep 
-1. to go/face toward sthg/sb to go/face in 
the direction of sthg/sb □ The crowd drifted 
slowly toward the exit. □ Jamie came running to¬ 
ward us, shouting and waving. □ He was standing 
with his back toward me, and didn't see me. 
-2. a move/step toward sthg a move/tend¬ 
ency that brings sthg nearer or makes it more 
likely □ Over the past two years the firm has 
been making steady progress toward its goal of 
profitability. □ She has contributed a great deal to¬ 
ward changing public attitudes to mental illness. -3. 
one's attitude toward sb/sthg one's feelings 
about sb/sthg □ I was puzzled by the way he'd 
been behaving toward me. □ Recently her feel¬ 
ings toward him had changed. -4. to go/be put 
toward sthg [money] to be used to pay for 
some of but not all of the cost of sthg □ The 
money raised will go toward buying a new mini¬ 
bus for the local children's home. -5.toward a 
particular period just before the end of a par¬ 
ticular period of time □ They met up again to¬ 
ward the end of the war. 

towaway zone [’touawei-] n US an area where 
one’s car will be towed away if one parks 
on the street. 

towbar ['tooba:r] n a strong hook at the back 
of a car for towing campers or trailers. 

towel [’taual] n a piece of soft absorbent fab¬ 
ric for drying oneself after swimming or 
washing. 

toweling us, towelling GB ['taoslii)] « the soft 
absorbent fabric used to make towels □ a 
bathrobe made of toweling. 

towel rail n a rail in a bathroom on which 
towels are hung. 

tower ['tausr] o « a very tall narrow building 
that can be separate or part of a church or 
other large building □ the Eiffel Tower □ the 
twin towers of the World Trade Center. ■ a tow¬ 
er of strength a person one can rely on dur¬ 
ing a difficult time, o vi [cliff, building] to rise 
up very high □ From Brooklyn Heights, lower 
Manhattan towers across the river. ■ to tower 

toxic shock syndrome 

over sb/sthg [person, building] to be much tall¬ 
er than sb/sthg. 

tower block n GB a high-rise building con¬ 
taining apartments. 

towering ['taoarig] ad) -1. a towering cliff/peak 
etc a cliff/peak etc that is very high and im¬ 
pressive. -2. a towering rage a great rage. 

Tower of London: the Tower of London an 
old casde in the city of London that used to 
be an important royal palace, and then a 
prison. It is now a museum. 

town [taun] n -1. a place bigger than a village, 
but smaller than a city, where many people 
live; the people who live in such a place □ / 
live in a large town. □ the town center □ The 
whole town turned out to welcome them. -2. the 
city center □ Are you going to town? m to be 
in/out of town to be in/not in the town 
where one lives □ Will you be in town next 
week? m to go out on the town to go out to 
have fun, e.g. by eating in a restaurant or 
going to a show. ■ to go to town on sthg to 
do sthg in a very thorough or energetic way 
□ There's no need to go to town on the introduc¬ 
tion. 

town clerk n a local government official who 
is in charge of the daily administration of a 
particular town or area. 

town council n GB a group of people elected 
to be in charge of services such as roads, lei¬ 
sure centres, parks, garbage collection etc in 
a town. 

town hall n -1. a large building in the middle 
of a town, where local government adminis¬ 
tration takes place. -2. the local government 
officials based at the town hall. 

town house n an elegant house, usually tall 
and narrow, in a town or city. 

town planner m GB a person who is respon¬ 
sible for town planning. 

town planning n GB the planning, designing, 
and development of buildings, roads, parks 
etc in a town □ Terrassa suffers from disastrous 
town planning. 

townsfolk ['taunzfouk] npl = townspeople. 

township ['taunjip] « -1. a town in South Af¬ 
rica where black people live. -2. a town in 
the USA that has some powers of local gov¬ 
ernment. 

townspeople ['taunzpiipl] npl the townspeople 
the people who live in a particular town or 
city. 

towpath [US 'toopaeG, pi -p®dz, GB -pa:0, pi 
-pa:dz] « a path along the bank of a canal or 
river, used in the past by horses pulling 
barges. 

towrope ['touroup] n a rope used for towing. 

tow truck n US a vehicle used to tow other 
vehicles that have broken down and to take 
them to be repaired. 

toxic ['tDksik] ad] [substance, waste] poisonous. 

toxic shock syndrome n a serious illness af¬ 
fecting women, whose symptoms include a 
high temperature and low blood pressure, 
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that is believed to be caused by the misuse 
of tampons. 

toxin ['tDksan] n any poisonous substance that 
is produced by bacteria, or that occurs natu¬ 
rally in certain animals and plants, 

toy [toi] n an object for children to play with. 
♦ toy with vt fus -1. to toy with an idea to 

think about doing something, but not very 
seriously and without making a decision □ 
I've been toying with the idea of buying a new 
car. -2. to toy with sthg [coin, pencil] to handle 
or play with sthg without any particular 
purpose □ She sat toying with her food. 

toyboy ['taiboi] « a young boyfriend of an 
older woman (informal and disapproving use), 

toy store US, toy shop « a store where toys 
and games are sold. 

TPC (abbr of Trade Practices Commission) n the 
TPC the organization in Australia that is re¬ 
sponsible for protecting the rights of con¬ 
sumers and checking that businesses are be¬ 
ing run fairly and honesdy. 

trace [treis] o « -1. a mark or sign that shows 
that somebody or something has been pres¬ 
ent or that something has happenedjQ He 
left no trace of his presence. □ The survivors van¬ 
ished without trace. -2. a very small amount 
of something □ traces of paint/blood/poison, 

o vt -1. [relative, criminal, source] to find or 
discover <sb/sthg> using facts, information, 
signs etc □ The police traced the calls to an ad¬ 
dress in Queens. -2. [rumor, fear] to find the 
origins of <sthg> □ His phobia could be traced 
(back) to an incident in his childhood. □ Beatrice 
can trace her family back to Norman times. 
-3. [development, growth] to follow or de¬ 
scribe the history and progress of <sthg> □ 
The program traces the rise of the civil rights 
movement. -4. [map, drawing! to copy <sthg> 
by drawing its lines on transparent paper 
placed over it. 

trace element n chemistry an element that is 
found in something in very small amounts, 

tracer bullet f'treis3r-] n a bullet that glows 
brightly as it travels through the air. 

tracing ['treisirj] n a copy of a map, drawing 
etc that has been made by tracing it. 

tracing paper n a type of strong transparent 
paper that is used for making tracings. 

track [track] o n -1. a rough narrow path □ We 
drove up a rough track toward the chalet. ■ off 
the beaten track in an isolated place that is 
not often visited □ He lives well off the beaten 
track. -2. sport a course designed for a par¬ 
ticular kind of race □ a cycling/running/race 
track. -3. rail = railroad track. -4. music any of 
the separate sections of a CD, tape, or rec¬ 
ord that contains a song or piece of music □ 
side one, track three □ It's one of my favorite 
tracks. -5. phrases to keep track of sb/sthg to 
stay aware of or informed about sb/sthg □ / 
try to keep track of the number of pages I've 
checked. □ It's difficult to keep track of her be¬ 
cause she's always on the move. • to lose track 
of sb/sthg to fail to keep track of sb/sthg □ 
We heard he was in Moscow, but then we lost 

track of him. □ / was having such fun that I lost all 
track of time. ■ to be on the right/wrong track 
to be thinking in a way that is likely/ 
unlikely to lead to a solution to a problem, 
question etc □ / think you're on the right track. 
o vt to follow the track of <a person or ani¬ 
mals 
o vi [camera] to move along while filming. 

♦ tracks npl marks in the ground left by a 
person, animal, or vehicle □ We followed the 
tracks as far as the river. □ car/tire tracks. ■ to 
hide or cover one's tracks to leave no marks 
or signs of one’s movements or activities. ■ 
to stop dead in one's tracks to stop very sud¬ 
denly. 

♦ track down vt sep to track sb/sthg down to 
find sb/sthg after searching hard or for a 
long time □ / finally tracked him down in Rio. 

track and field n events such as running and 
jumping. 

trackball [ traskboil], trackerball [ traek3rbo:l] n 
a small ball fitted into a computer keyboard 
that is used instead of the keys to move the 
cursor around the screen. 

tracker dog ['traekar-] n a dog that is trained 
to search for escaped criminals, people who 
are missing etc. 

track event n a race in athletics such as a 
sprint or a relay race. 

tracking ['traekir)] n the position of the tape in 
a video cassette that can be adjusted in rela¬ 
tion to the heads in a video recorder in or¬ 
der to improve the quality of the picture. 

tracking station « a place from which 
storms, satellites, spacecraft etc are tracked 
by radar or radio. 

track record « the past achievements or fail¬ 
ures of a person, organization etc □ an excel¬ 
lent/a poor track record. 

track shoes tipi shoes with spikes in the 
soles that are used by athletes on a sports 
track. 

tracksuit f'traeksuit] « GB a warm loose set of 
clothes worn to do exercises or physical 
training, or as casual clothing □ a tracksuit 
top/bottom. 

tract [traekt] n -1. a short piece of writing on a 
moral, political, or religious subject. -2. [of 
land, forest] a large area. -3. medicine a sys¬ 
tem of organs or tubes in the body with a 
particular function □ the digestive/respiratory/ 
urinary tract. 

traction ['trakfn] n -1. physics the power used 
to pull a heavy load along a surface. -2. 
medicine the process of pulling lightly and 
continuously an injured limb or muscle as a 
form of treatment □ His back/leg/neck is in trac¬ 
tion. -3. [of a tire] the ability of a tire to move 
over the ground without skidding. 

traction engine n a large vehicle that is pow¬ 
ered by steam and was used in the past for 
pulling heavy loads along roads. 

tractor ['traskts1-] n a powerful farm vehicle 
with large rear wheels that is used for pull¬ 
ing farm machinery or other heavy loads. 

tractor-trailer « us a large truck that is made 
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in two or more parts joined by metal bars 
so that it can turn more easily. 

trade [treid] o « -1. [between countries] the 
process of buying, selling, or exchanging 
goods and services, especially between 
countries □ Overseas trade is very important to 
the economy. □ a trade minister. -2. [in a country] 

a particular type of business or industry □ 
the car/tourist/wool trade. -3. [of a person] a job, 
especially one that needs special training 
and manual skills □ He's a welder/butcher by 
trade. 

o vt to exchange <sthg> □ They had little left 
to trade. □ He traded his guitar for a banjo, 
o vi business to buy, sell, or exchange goods 
and services □ The two countries have been 
trading for years. □ The company has since 
ceased trading. 

♦ trade in vt sep to trade sthg in Icar, TV set] to 
give sthg that one has already used to a sell¬ 
er as part of the payment for something 
new □ Louis traded in his old Chevvy for a brand 
new truck. 

trade barrier n something, e.g. a tax, import 
duty, or embargo, that limits or prevents 
trade. 

trade deficit n = trade gap. 

Trade Descriptions Act n the Trade Descrip¬ 
tions Act a British law stating that advertise¬ 
ments and descriptions of goods for sale 
must be honest. 

trade discount n a discount given to people 
who work in a particular trade. 

trade fair n a large exhibition of industrial 
and commercial goods. 

trade gap « the difference between the value 
of what a country exports and what it im¬ 
ports, when the value of imports is greater □ 
This month's figures show that the trade gap has 
narrowed/widened. 

trade-in n a used article, e.g. a car or TV set, 
that is traded in. 

trademark ['treidma:rk] n -1. business a name, 
sign, or word that is used to identify the 
products of a particular company and may 
only be used legally by that company. -2. 
something that is typical of a particular per¬ 
son or thing □ Professionalism is his trademark. 

trade name tt business a name given by a pro¬ 
ducer to a product to distinguish it from 
similar products made by other producers. 

trade-off n the fact of accepting that one can¬ 
not have all of the two things one wants, so 
must have less of one or both of them □ 
There has to be a trade-off between quality and 
value for money. 

trade price n the price at which goods are 
sold by a producer. 

trader ['treidar] n -1. a person or company 
that buys and sells goods internationally □ a 
coffee/oii/gold trader. -2. a person who sells 
goods in the street, at a market etc □ a 
street/market trader. 

trade route n a route over land or sea used 
by traders or their vehicles or ships. 

trade secret « a method that is used by a 

company or trade to make its products and 
that is kept secret from other companies, 

tradesman ['treidzman] (pi tradesmen [-man]) n 
GB -1. a storekeeper. -2. a person who deliv¬ 
ers goods to people’s homes. 

tradespeople [’treidzpiipl] npl storekeepers, 

trades union w gb = trade union. 

Trades Union Congress n -h> TUC. 

trade union n an association of workers 
formed to protect their interests, improve 
their pay and conditions etc. 

trade unionist n a member of a trade union, 

trading ['treidig] n the activity of buying and 
selling □ street/market trading □ The dollar fell 
two points in heavy trading on the Stock Ex¬ 
change today. 

trading estate « GB = industrial estate, 

trading stamp n a stamp that is given by a 
store to its customers each time they buy 
goods and that can be exchanged later for 
goods or money. 

tradition [tra'dijn] n -1. the system of beliefs, 
customs, and practices passed from one gen¬ 
eration to the next □ the British love of tradi¬ 
tion. -2. something that particular people 
have done or thought for many generations 
□ The celebrations at New Year are an ancient 
Chinese tradition. □ This year we decided to break 
with tradition and hold the party at home. 

traditional [tra'dijnal] adj -1. [belief, practice, 

music] that has existed for many generations 
without changing □ a traditional Sunday lunch. 
-2. [teacher, father] who has traditional beliefs 
and is not interested in new ideas □ His fami¬ 
ly are very traditional. 

traditionally [tra'dijnali] adv according to tra¬ 
dition □ The bride traditionally wears white. 

traffic [’traefik] {pt & pp trafficked, cont traffick¬ 
ing) on-1. auto the vehicles using a road 
or street □ Sorry I'm late, I got stuck in traffic. □ 
Traffic is heavy on the roads into the city. □ a traf¬ 
fic accident. -2. aviation & shipping the aircraft 
or ships using a route □ air traffic control. 
-3. [in drugs, arms, stolen goods] illegal trading 
□ arms traffic □ the international traffic in ivory. 
o vi to trade illegally □ He's well known for 
trafficking in stolen goods. 

traffic calming [-ka:mig] « GB the use of speed 
bumps, cameras etc on a road to stop peo¬ 
ple from driving along it too quickly, 

traffic circle k US a place where several roads 
meet that has a circular, often raised, area in 
the middle that all cars drive around to get 
to the road they want. 

traffic cone n a brighdy-colored plastic object 
in the shape of a cone that is used to keep 
traffic away from part of a road when con¬ 
struction work is being done on it. 

traffic island « a raised area in the middle of 
a road where pedestrians can wait to cross, 

traffic jam n a situation in which there is so 
much traffic that it moves very slowly or 
not at all. 

trafficker ['tradjkar] n a person who deals in 



traffic lights 1128 

illegal goods □ a trafficker in stolen works of art 
□ a drugs trafficker. 

traffic lights npl colored lights that control 
the movement of vehicles at places where 
two or more roads meet □ a set of traffic 
lights □ The traffic lights were green/red. 

traffic offence n gb = traffic violation. 

traffic sign n = road sign. 

traffic violation US n an illegal act connected 
with driving a vehicle. 

traffic warden n GB an official in a city 
whose job is to check that vehicles are not 
parked illegally. 

tragedy ['traed33di] {pi tragedies) n -1. some¬ 
thing that happens that makes people ex¬ 
tremely sad □ His early death was a tragedy for 
his family. □ Their life was marred by tragedy. □ 
The trip ended in tragedy when the boat sank out 
at sea. -2. something that happens that is 
unfortunate □ It's a tragedy for us all that he 
never won power. -3. a play in which the 
main character or characters are destroyed 
by a combination of circumstances and per¬ 
sonal failings; such plays taken together as a 
group □ Shakespeare's tragedies □ Grgek trag¬ 
edy. 

tragic ['traed3ik] adj -1. [event] that is extreme¬ 
ly sad and unfortunate □ Dean was killed in a 
tragic road accident. -2. [play, character! that 
ends in tragedy □ a tragic tale of love and loss. 

tragically ['traed3ikli] adv [die, end] see tragic □ a 

tragically short life □ Tragically, they both died. 

trail [treil] o n -1. [in the countryside] a very 
rough path through forest, countryside etc □ 
We followed the trail through the pine trees to¬ 
ward the sea. ■ to blaze a trail to be the first 
to do something and set an example for 
other people in an activity such as research. 
-2. [of a person, animal] the track or smell that 
is left by a person or animal and that can be 
followed by somebody who is hunting them 
□ The police are hot on the trail of the thieves/ 
stolen goods. -3. [of smoke, dust] a line or se¬ 
ries of signs left behind by somebody or 
something as they move □ a vapor trail □ The 
army left a trail of destruction in its wake. 
o vt -1. [scarf, bag] to drag <sthg> behind 
one □ He came in, trailing his teddy bear behind 
him. -2. sport to have a lower score than 
<sb> □ Atlanta is trailing Cleveland three runs to 
two. 

o vi -1. [scarf, bag, toyl to hang down loosely 
behind somebody as they move along □ Your 
belt's trailing on the ground. -2. [person] to walk 
slowly and without energy or enthusiasm □ 
The children trailed miserably around the stores 
with their mother. -3. sport & politics to be 
trailing to be losing □ Tampa is trailing 1-0. □ 
He's trailing in the polls. 

♦ trail away, trail off vi [voice, speech] to be¬ 
come quieter or weaker and then stop com¬ 
pletely □ Anna's voice trailed off as she realized 
what had happened. 

trailblazing ['treilbleizirj] adj [research, policy, 
discovery] that is the first of its type and 
leads the way in an area of activity. 

trailer ['treil3r] n -1. a vehicle pulled by anoth¬ 
er vehicle and used for carrying large or 
heavy items. -2. US a vehicle with beds, 
kitchen equipment etc inside that can be 
pulled by another vehicle and that people 
live in or spend vacations in. -3j GB cinema & 
tv an advertisement for a movie or program 
that consists of short extracts from it. 

trailer court, trailer park n US an area where 
a lot of mobile homes are parked, often 
with people living in them. 

Trail of Tears n the Trail of Tears the route 
taken by the Cherokee people in 1838 and 
1839 when they were forced to move from 
their lands in the southeastern USA to Okla¬ 
homa. 

W TRAIL OF TEARS 
The Trail of Tears refers to the route fol¬ 
lowed by fifteen thousand Cherokee in 1838 
and 1839, when they were forced by gov¬ 
ernment troops to leave their own lands in 
the southeastern USA and march, in winter, 
to new setdements in what is now Oklaho¬ 
ma. Thousands of Cherokee died on the 
way from cold, disease, and exhaustion. 
This route is now a national monument, 
and is seen as a symbol of the injustices suf¬ 
fered by the Native American peoples. 

train [trein] o n -1. rail a vehicle that consists 
of several connected railroad cars or wagons 
pulled by an engine □ a freight/passenger train. 
-2. [of a dress] a part of a long dress, espe¬ 
cially a wedding dress, that trails on the 
ground behind the wearer. -3. one's train of 
thought a series of connected thoughts that 
one is having □ You interrupted my train of 
thought. ■ a train of events a connected series 
of events. 

o vi -1. [child, dog] to teach <a person or ani¬ 
mal to do something □ He can't use a potty 
yet, but we've started to train him. □ Their dog is 
trained to bark at strangers. -2. [nurse, recruit] to 
give <sb> formal instruction and practice in 
the knowledge, skills etc necessary for a 
particular job □ How many nurses were trained 
last year? □ / was trained in medicine but pref¬ 
erred the theater. -3. sport [athlete, horse, boxer] 

to help <a person or animal> become or 
stay physically fit through exercise and diet 
□ Our team has been specially trained for this 
event. -4. [ivy, creeper] to make <a plant> 
grow in a particular way or direction by cut¬ 
ting, tying etc. -5. [gun, camera] to point or 
aim <sthg> in a particular direction □ The po¬ 
lice trained high-pressure hoses on the rioters, 
o vi -1. [nurse, recruit] to be trained □ Where 
did you train? □ He’s training to be a doctor. □ 
She trained as a secretary/dancer/social worker. 
-2. sport [athlete, team] to prepare for a sports 
event by doing a lot of exercise, especially 
in a planned way □ He's training for the mara¬ 
thon. 

trained [tremd] adj [psychologist, singer, nurse] 

who has successfully completed their train¬ 
ing □ He's a trained doctor. 

trainee [trei’ni:] o n a person who is being 
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trained in a particular job. o adj: a trainee 
nurse/architect. 

trainer ['trein3r] n a person who trains people 
or animals in particular skills, for sport or 
work □ a dog/racehorse trainer. 

♦ trainers npl GB soft shoes worn as casual 
clothing or by athletes for training □ a pair of 
trainers. 

training ['tremirj] n the process of being 
trained for a job, sport etc □ He's in training 
for his next race. □ They give you training in word 
processing. □ She's had no formal training at all. 

training college « gb a college that trains 
adults for a trade or profession, 

training course n a course that trains people 
to do a particular job □ training courses in time 
management □ a computer training course. 

train set n a toy train with railroad lines and 
other equipment. 

train spotter [-spnt3r] n GB a person who is 
interested in trains and whose hobby is col¬ 
lecting the numbers of locomotives they 
have seen. 

train station n = railroad station, 

traipse [treips] vi to walk without enthusiasm 
and in a tired way (informal use) □ We spent 
an entire day traipsing around the tourist sights. 

trait [treit] n a part of somebody’s character 
that is very noticeable □ Determination is defi¬ 
nitely one of our family traits. 

traitor ['treitar] n a person who betrays some¬ 
body or something, especially their country 
□ He became hated as a traitor to his cause. 

trajectory [tra'dsektari] (pi trajectories) « [of a 

bullet, satellite, spaceship] the curved path fol¬ 
lowed by something that has been fired or 
thrown into the air. 

tram [traem] n GB a kind of bus that is driven 
by electricity and runs on rails laid on the 
streets of a town. 

tramcar ['traemka:r] « GB = tram (formal use), 

tramlines ['traemlainz] npl GB -1. the rails that 
trams run on. -2. sport the sets of two par¬ 
allel lines on each side of a tennis or bad¬ 
minton court that mark the area used for 
doubles games. 

tramp [traemp] o n -1. a person with no home 
or job who walks from place to place and 
usually lives by begging. -2. a woman 
whose sexual behavior one disapproves of 
(informal use), o vi to walk with heavy or 
tired steps □ We tramped for miles without see¬ 
ing any signs of life, o vt: We tramped the 
streets looking for a cheap place to stay. 

trample [’trasmpl] vt to crush <sb/sthg> under 
one’s feet □ She was trampled to death. 

♦ trample on vt fus -1. to trample on sthg to 
walk or tread heavily on sthg □ Tell those 
kids not to trample on my flowers! -2. to tram¬ 
ple on sb to treat sb without any respect or 
consideration □ You mustn't allow yourself to 
be trampled on. 

trampoline ['traempsliin] n a piece of apparatus 
consisting of a sheet of tightly stretched ma¬ 
terial fixed to a frame by strong springs and 

used, e.g. by gymnasts and acrobats, to 
jump up and down on. 

trance [US traens, GB trams] n a mental state in 
which one does not notice what is happen¬ 
ing around one □ He acts as if he's in a trance - 
he must have a lot on his mind. 

tranquil ['trrerikwsl] adj [life, place, person] calm, 
quiet, and peaceful (iiterary use), 

tranquility us, tranquillity GB [traerj'kwikm] n: 
see tranquil. 

tranquilize us, tranquillize, -ise gb ['traegk- 
wslaiz] vt to make <a person or animal> 
calmer or sleepy by means of a drug. 

tranquilizer us-, tranquillizer GB ['traegk- 
wa]aiz3r] n a drug used to make people feel 
calm or less anxious, or to make people or 
animals sleepy □ The doctor put me on tranquil¬ 
izers but I just felt awful. 

tranquillity «gb = tranquility, 

tranquillize etc GB = tranquilize etc. 

transact [traen'zaekt] vt [sale, loan] to carry out 
<a business deal> (formal use), 

transaction [traerTzaekfri] n a piece of business 
that has been transacted □ You will be charged 
for all transactions made outside office hours. 

transatlantic [.trasnzat'laentik] adj -1. [flight, traf¬ 
fic, phone call] that crosses the Atlantic. 
-2. [branch, politics] that is connected with the 
other side of the Atlantic, 

transceiver [traen'si:v3r] n a piece of radio equip¬ 
ment that sends out and receives signals, 

transcend [trsen'send] vt -1. [boundary, limitation, 
everyday life] to go beyond the limits of 
<sthg> □ to transcend the bounds of ordinary 
human experience. -2. to be better or more 
important than <sthg> □ an issue of national 
importance that transcends political rivalries. 

transcendental meditation [,traensendentl-] n 
a method of relaxation in which one repeats 
special words in one’s mind, 

transcribe [traen'skraib] vf -1. [recording, speech, 
statement] to produce a written version of 
<sthg>. -2. [document, notes, manuscript] to 
write an exact copy of <sthg>. -3. [text, docu¬ 
ment, manuscript] to write <sthg> in a differ¬ 
ent alphabet □ He transcribed the Greek text. 

transcript ['traenskript] n a written or printed 
version of a speech, conversation etc □ A 
written transcript of the speech is available. 

transept ['traensept] n the part of a church 
that crosses the main central part at right 
angles. 

transfer [« 'traensf3:r, vb traens'f3:r] (pt 8t pp 
transferred, cont transferring) on-1. the 
movement of somebody or something from 
one place to another □ a transfer of money be¬ 
tween bank accounts. -2. [of power, ownership, 
allegiance] the act of giving something to 
somebody else □ the transfer of property from 
one owner to another. -3. [of an employee] a 
move to a different job or place within the 
same organization □ He wanted a transfer to 
another department/town. -4. sport a sale of a 
player to a different team. -5. [for decoration] 
a piece of paper with a drawing or design 
on it that can be transferred to another sur- 
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face by ironing, rubbing etc. -6. US transport 
a travel ticket that allows a passenger to 
change from one bus, train etc to another, 
o vt -1. to move <sb/sthg> from one place 
to another □ The capital was transferred to Bra¬ 
silia. o The money will be transferred to your ac¬ 
count on Monday. -2. [power] to give <sthg> to 
somebody else □ Ownership was transferred to 
the official receivers. -3. [employee] to move 
<sb> to a different job or place within the 
same organization □ He was transferred to 
accounting/Phoenix. -4. sport [player] to sell 
<sb> to a different team □ He was transferred 
to the major leagues for a huge amount, 
o vi -1. [employee] She transferred to market¬ 
ing/Chicago. -2. sport [player] He transferred to 
Baltimore for six figures. 

transferable [trrens'f-jirobl] adj [ticket, owner¬ 

ship] that can be given to another person or 
organization for their use □ 'Not transferable.' 

transference [US traens'fairans, GB 'traensfrans] n 
[of power, authority] see transfer (formal use), 

transfer fee « GB sport a fee paid by one 
team to another for the transfer of a player, 

transfigure [traens'figjar] vt to change the ap¬ 
pearance of <sb> so that they appear more 
beautiful, noble, happy etc (literary use), 

transfixed [trasns'fikst] adj to be transfixed to 
be unable to move, think, or speak because 
of shock, terror etc □ They were transfixed 
with fear/shock. 

transform [traens'fo:rm] vt to change <sb/sthg> 
completely, especially in a way that im¬ 
proves it □ The whole area has been trans¬ 
formed into a thriving industrial center. □ Simon 
transformed it into a colorful child's playroom. 

transformation [,traensf3r'meifn] tv. see trans¬ 
form □ the transformation of the Soviet economy 
□ The area underwent a complete transformation. 

transformer [traens'fo:rmar] n electricity a 
piece of electrical equipment that changes 
the voltage of an electric current, 

transfusion [trasns'fju^n] n the act of taking 
blood from one person’s body and putting it 
into somebody else’s body □ a blood transfu¬ 
sion. 

transgress [traens'gres] (formal use) O vt [law, 

rule] to break or go beyond <sthg>. o vi: 
Those who transgressed were shown little mercy. 

transient ['trainziant] o adj -1. [happiness, suc¬ 

cess, suffering] that lasts for only a short time 
(formal use). -2. [worker, population] that works 
or stays in a place for only a short time be¬ 
fore moving on. o«usa traveler who is in 
transit. 

transistor [traen'zistar] « electronics a small 
device used in radios, televisions etc to con¬ 
trol the flow of an electric current within a 
circuit. 

transistor radio n a small portable radio that 
contains transistors (old-fashioned use), 

transit ['traensat] n in transit [person, cargo] that 
is traveling or being moved from one place 
to another □ The shipment was lost in transit. 

transit camp « a camp that provides a tem¬ 
porary place to live for refugees, soldiers etc. 

transition [traen'zifn] n a change from one 
state, form, or condition to another □ The 
country has undergone many transitions. □ the 
painful transition from a one-party state to democ¬ 
racy □ a society in transition. 

transitional [traen'zifnal] adj -1. [phase, stage, 

period] see transition □ Whilst the country is go¬ 
ing through this transitional phase... -2. [gov¬ 

ernment] that holds power temporarily dur¬ 
ing a period of transition. 

transitive ['traenzativ] adj grammar [verb] that 
is used with a direct object. 

transit lane n AUS a lane for traffic that can 
only be used by vehicles that have two or 
more passengers. 

transit lounge n a room in an airport where 
passengers can sit and wait while they 
change planes. 

transitory [us 'traensatairi, GB -atri] adj [mood, 
happiness, success] that lasts for only a short 
time □ He reflected on the transitory nature of 
human existence. 

translate [traens'leit] o vt -1. [word, phrase, 

piece of writing] to write or say <sthg> in a 
different language, with the same meaning □ 
Her novel has been translated into many lan¬ 
guages. □ translated from the Russian. -2. to 
translate sthg into sthg to turn <sthg that is 
only an idea into sthg real or definite □ We 
need to translate vague promises into real votes, 
o vi -1. [word, phrase] to be possible to trans¬ 
late □ That expression doesn't translate well. 
-2. [person] to express writing or speech in a 
different language □ She translates from French 
into English. 

translation [traens'leifn] n -1. see translate □ 
Translation from French into Spanish isn't difficult. 
-2. a piece of writing that is being or has 
been translated □ / have to finish that transla¬ 
tion by Friday. 

translator [traens'leitar] « a person who trans¬ 
lates written text, especially as a job. 

translucent [traenz'luisnt] adj [glass, paper] that 
allows light to pass through but cannot be 
seen through clearly. 

transmission [traenz'mifn] n -1. see transmit. 
-2. radio & tv something, e.g. a message or 
program, that is transmitted □ We interrupt 
this transmission to bring you a newsflash. 

transmit [traenz'mit] (pt &t pp transmitted, cont 
transmitting) vt -1. electronics [signal, mes¬ 

sage, program] to send <sthg> by radio 
waves, cable etc □ Information is transmitted to 
the central computer. -2. [disease, information, 

knowledge] to pass <sthg> from one person, 
place, or thing to another □ The disease can 
be transmitted orally. 

transmitter [traenz'mit ar] n electronics a piece 
of equipment that transmits radio or televi¬ 
sion signals. 

transparency [us trasns'peransi, GB -'paer-l (pi 
transparencies) n -1. photography a small 
photograph that can be looked at by shining 
light behind it to show a picture on a large 
screen. -2. [for an overhead projector] a sheet 
of transparent plastic that information can 
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be written on or photocopied onto, used in 
an overhead projector. -3. [of a material] the 
quality of being transparent, 

transparent [us trans'perant, gb -'par-] adj 
-1. [plastic, material] that one can see through 
clearly □ a transparent piece of glass. -2. [de¬ 

ception, excuse] that is obvious and deceives 
nobody □ What he said was a transparent lie. 
-3. [argument, reasoning, style] that is clear and 
easy to understand □ her clear, transparent 
prose. 

transpire [tran'spaiar] (formal use) o vt it tran¬ 
spired that... a phrase used to introduce facts 
that one learns or discovers at a future time 
□ It later transpired that she had not been present 
at the funeral, o vi to happen □ It will be inter¬ 
esting to see what transpires as a result of this. 

transplant [vb US trans'plaint, GB -'plaint, n US 
'transplant, GB -plaint] o vt -1. medicine [or¬ 

gan, tissue] to move <sthg> from the body of 
one person and put it into the body of an¬ 
other person. -2. [population, worker, head¬ 

quarters] to move <sb/sthg> to another 
place, o n -1. an operation in which an or¬ 
gan or tissue is transplanted □ a heart/liver 
transplant □ the transplant of human organs. 
-2. the organ or tissue used in a transplant □ 
The transplant was rejected by the patient's body. 

transport [n 'transport, vb tran'spodt] o n 
-1. a system of carrying people or goods 
from one place to another □ road/rail transport 
□ Do you have your own means of transport? 
-2. the act of carrying people or goods from 
one place to another, o vt to carry <people, 
goods> etc from one place to another. 

transportable [tran'spoitabl] adj that can be 
transported □ Pianos are not easily transport¬ 
able. 

transportation [US .transpar'teijn, GB -poi-] n 
-1. [of goods, people] see transport □ the trans¬ 
portation of heavy goods by road. -2. US a sys¬ 
tem of carrying people or goods from one 
place to another □ public transportation. 

transport cafe m GB a cafe on a main road 
that is used mainly by long-distance truck 
drivers. 

transporter [tran'spo:rt3r] n a large vehicle 
used for carrying heavy objects, e.g. cars or 
heavy equipment. 

transpose [traens'pouz] vf [letters, figures] to 
change the position of two things so that 
each is in the place of the other, 

transsexual [trans'sekfual] n a person who 
has decided to live as a member of the op¬ 
posite sex and has medical treatment, e.g. 
an operation or drugs, to change their sex. 

transvestite [traenz'vestait] n a man who finds 
pleasure in wearing women's clothes, 

trap [trap] {pt & pp trapped, cont trapping) 
o vt -1. to catch <an animal> in a trap. 
-2. to deceive, trick, or catch <sb> □ He was 
trapped into betraying the names of the other 
people involved. -3. to be trapped to be in a 
place or situation from which it is difficult 
or impossible to escape □ They were trapped 
in the elevator. □ She was trapped in a dead-end 

job/an unhappy relationship. -4. [energy, heat] to 
store <sthg> so that it can be used later, 
o « -1. a device used for trapping animals or 
birds □ A hare was caught in the trap. -2. a 
situation designed to trick or catch some¬ 
body □ Be careful, it might be a trap! □ Sam had 
led me straight into a trap. -3. an unpleasant 
situation from which it is difficult or impos¬ 
sible to escape □ the poverty trap □ Her 
marriage/career had become a trap. 

trapdoor ['trapdoi1'] n a small door in a floor, 
ceiling, stage etc. 

trapeze [US tra'piiz, GB trs-] « a bar hung high 
in the air from two ropes and used by acro¬ 
bats to swing on □ a trapeze artist. 

trapper ['trapar] n a person who traps ani¬ 
mals, especially for their fur. 

trappings ['trapigz] npl the outward signs of 
power, wealth etc □ the trappings of success. 

trash [traej] o n -1. us unwanted things and 
waste material that people throw away □ 
Could you take out the trash? -2. something 
that is of very bad quality (informal and disap¬ 
proving use) □ How can you read this trash? o vt 
(informal use) -1. US to criticize <sb/sthg> se¬ 
verely □ The critics completely trashed the novel. 
-2. to do a lot of damage to <a place> □ 
They trashed the apartment. 

trash bag n US a plastic bag placed inside a 
trash can and used to collect trash, 

trashcan ['tra/kasn] k US a large round con¬ 
tainer with a lid that people put their trash 
in and keep outside their house, 

trashy ['traji] (compar trashier, superl trashiest) 

adj [book, movie, music] that one thinks is of 
very poor quality (informal use), 

trauma [US 'trauma, GB 'traima] n -1. a very un¬ 
pleasant experience that may have a lasting 
effect on one o The trauma of losing a child was 
more than I could bear. -2. medicine a state of 
shock caused by a severe injury or wound, 

traumatic [US tra'maetik, GB troi-] adj [event, ex¬ 
perience] that is very upsetting, causes great 
stress, and has a lasting effect on somebody 
□ Shirley had had a very traumatic childhood. 

traumatize, -ise [us 'traomataiz, GB 'troim-] vt 
to shock or upset <sb> so badly that the 
way they think or behave is affected for a 
long time a As a war correspondent, he was 
traumatized by the sight of so much violence. 

travel ['travl] (US pt & pp traveled, cont travel¬ 
ing, GB pt & pp travelled, cont travelling) o n 
traveling □ The job afforded many opportunities 
for foreign travel, o vt -1. to visit many parts 
of <an area> □ She's traveled the world. -2. to 
move <a particular distance> on a trip □ We 
traveled 50 miles that day. o vi -1. to make a 
trip or trips □ John is traveling around India. □ 
We stay in Beijing for five days and then travel on 
to Hong Kong. -2. [vehicle, light, sound] to move 
□ The signal travels along a wire. □ News travels 
fast around here! o adj [clock, iron] that is de¬ 
signed to be used when traveling. 

♦ travels npl trips, especially abroad or over 
long distances □ Lesley came to dinner and told 
us all about her travels in Indonesia. 
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travel agency n a business that makes vaca¬ 
tion or travel arrangements for people, 

travel agent « a person who runs or works 
in a travel agency. ■ a travel agent's a travel 
agency. 

travel brochure n a brochure that advertises 
vacations. 

traveled us, travelled gb [ traevld] adj -1. 
much-traveled, well-traveled [person] who has 
been to many countries □ a widely traveled 
journalist. -2. a much-/little-traveled road a 
road that is used by a lot of/few travelers, 

traveler us, traveller gb [ tr$vbr] n -1. a per¬ 
son who is traveling. -2. a person who trav¬ 
els a lot □ a hardened traveler. 

traveler's check n a check used by travelers 
abroad that can be exchanged for local cur¬ 
rency. 

travel expenses npl = traveling expenses, 
traveling us, travelling gb [’traevlirj] adj -1. a 

traveling theater/circus etc a theater/circus 
etc that travels from place to place. -2. [time, 
allowance] that is connected with traveling □ 
You should allow two hours' traveling time. 

traveling expenses npl money that is spent 
on traveling by an employee or job candi¬ 
date and is paid back by the company, 

traveling salesman n a representative of a 
company who travels from place to place to 
sell goods and get orders, 

travelled adj GB = traveled, 
traveller « GB = traveler, 
travelling adj gb = traveling, 
travelog us, travelogue GB [’travslDg] n a 

talk, movie, or book about travel in a par¬ 
ticular place or about a particular person’s 
travels. 

travelsick ['traevlsik] adj GB to be travelsick to 
feel sick because of the movement of the 
vehicle one is traveling in. 

traverse [.tro'V3irs] vt [ridge, lake, forest] to go 
across or through <sthg> (formal use), 

travesty [’traevasti] (yl travesties) n an exam¬ 
ple of something that is very bad and gives 
a very wrong idea of what it should be like 
□ a travesty of justice. 

trawl [trod] o n -1. a wide net used for fish¬ 
ing that is pulled along the bottom of the 
sea behind a ship. -2. a complete and careful 
search, o vt -1. to fish in <an area, bay> etc 
using a trawl □ They trawled the coast for cod. 
-2. to search through <a large number of 
things> to find something □ Police have 
trawled the area looking for clues, o vi: They 
were trawling in Canadian waters. □ We trawled 
through all the files. 

trawler ['tro:tar] n a fishing boat that uses a 
trawl. 

tray [trei] n a flat piece of wood, plastic etc 
that has raised edges and is used for carry¬ 
ing small objects such as cups and plates □ 
She brought in a tray of drinks. 

treacherous ['tretjaras] adj -1. [person] who is 
not loyal and who wifi harm people in order 
to get something they want □ his treacherous 

behavior. -2. [rocks, river] dangerous □ Those 
mountains are treacherous. 

treachery [’tretjari] n treacherous behavior. 

treacle ['triikl] m GB a thick, dark, sticky liquid 
that is made from sugar and is used in mak¬ 
ing toffee, cakes etc. 

tread [tred] (yt trod, pp trodden) o « -1. the 
raised patterned surface on a tire that helps 
to stop it from slipping □ The tread on the 
tires was almost worn down. -2. the sound 
somebody’s feet make when walking □ / 
heard his soft tread on the stairs, 
o vt to crush <sthg> using one’s foot □ He 
trod his cigarette into the carpet, 
o vi -1. to tread on sthg [on grass, somebody’s 
foot, glasses] to press the bottom of one’s 
foot on sthg, usually when walking □ Be 
careful not to tread on the cat! -2. to walk in a 
particular way □ We trod wearily onward. ■ to 
tread carefully to speak or act carefully in or¬ 
der to avoid causing problems, upsetting 
somebody etc □ I'd advise you to tread carefully 
when you speak about it to Speer. 

treadle [’tredl] n a lever operated with the 
foot in order to make a machine such as a 
sewing machine work. 

treadmill ['tredmil] n -1. a mill driven by peo¬ 
ple treading on steps attached to the outside 
of a large wheel. -2. tiring and boring work 
that never changes. 

treas abbr of treasurer. 
treason f'triizn] n the crime of betraying one’s 

country, e.g. by giving its secrets to a for¬ 
eign government. 

treasure ['tre3ar] o n -1. a collection of valu¬ 
able things such as gold, silver, and jewels □ 
buried treasure. -2. a valuable object such as a 
painting or sculpture □ one of the museum's 
many treasures, o vt [memory, photo] to treat 
<sthg> as very special and valuable □ a little 
ornament which she treasured above all else. 

treasure hunt « a game in which people are 
given clues to help them find something 
that has been hidden. 

treasurer ['tre3arar] n a person in charge of 
the money and accounting in a group or or¬ 
ganization. 

treasure trove n law a large amount of mon¬ 
ey, gold, or jewelry that has been found 
somewhere but that has not been claimed 
by anybody. 

treasury [’tre3ari] (yl treasuries) n the place 
where money belonging to the government 
is stored. 

♦ Treasury n the Treasury the department in 
a government that is responsible for manag¬ 
ing the country’s finances. 

Treasury bill, Treasury note n a document 
that is sold by the government to get mon¬ 
ey and that it agrees to buy back after three 
months. 

treat [tri:t] o vt -1. to consider or act in rela¬ 
tion to <sthg> in a particular way; to be¬ 
have toward <sb> in a particular way □ 
Don't treat my complaint as a joke! □ He always 
treated her like a child. □ We were very well 
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treated by the police. -2. [one's children, parents] 

to buy or pay for something for <sb> in or¬ 
der to please them □ He treated us to a big 
meal. ■ to treat oneself to buy something 
special for oneself □ / treated myself to a new 
dress. -3. [patient, illness, injury] to try to cure 
or heal <sb/sthg> using medical treatment □ 
My wife is being treated by Dr Irving. -4. [wood, 

cloth, brick] to put a special substance on 
<sthg> to protect it or to change its appear¬ 
ance □ We've treated the floor for woodworm, 
o n something special intended to give 
pleasure □ / wanted to give you a treat. 

treatise [‘trfitas] n a long piece of writing on a 
serious subject (formal use), 

treatment ['trfitmsnt] « -1. medicine the medi¬ 
cal methods used to treat a sick or injured 
person □ a new treatment for arthritis. -2. a way 
of dealing with somebody or something □ 
Prisoners have complained of ill treatment. 

treaty ftriiti] {pi treaties) tt a written agree¬ 
ment between countries □ the Treaty of Rome 
□ a peace treaty. 

treble ftrebl] o adj -1. a treble voice a high- 
pitched voice. -2. GB repeated three times; 
multiplied by three □ My phone extension is 
treble five. □ My rent is treble what it was last 
year, o n music a boy with a high singing 
voice, o vr to make <sthg> three times larg¬ 
er in size or amount □ I'm willing to treble 
what they're offering, o vi: House prices have 
trebled since 1976. 

treble clef n a symbol (|) written at the be¬ 
ginning of a line of music to show that the 
notes played are on the right-hand half of a 
piano keyboard. 

tree [tri:] n -1. a tall plant that has a wooden 
trunk, branches, and leaves, and that lives 
for many years □ an apple tree. ■ to be bark¬ 
ing up the wrong tree to have the wrong 
idea about somebody or something. ■ not to 
see the forest US or wood GB for the trees to 
fail to understand the main facts about 
something because one is thinking too 
much about small details -2. computing a 
system in which information is linked in re¬ 
lated branches rather than in a sequence 
with one item directly after the other, 

tree-lined adj [avenue, entrance, road] that has 
trees on either side of it. 

tree surgeon n a person whose job is to take 
care of trees, e.g. by cutting off damaged or 
dangerous branches. 

treetop I'triitDp] n the top part of a tree □ 
Birds were singing in the treetops. 

tree trunk n the main upright wooden stem 

of a tree. 

trek [trek] (pt & pp trekked, com trekking) o n 
a long hard journey, especially on foot, o vi 

to make a long hard journey, 

trellis [’trelas] n an upright frame made of 
strips of wood that cross over each other, 
used to support plants that climb, 

tremble ['trembl] vi [person, voice, hands] to 
shake because one is cold, frightened etc □ 
He trembled with fear. 

tremendous [tm'mendas] adj -1. [noise, suc¬ 

cess, difference] very great in size, amount, 
or degree □ There was a tremendous crash, then 
the roof fell in. -2. [evening, party, game] that 
one enjoys and thinks is very good (informal 
use) □ / had a tremendous time on vacation. 

tremendously [tra'mendasli] adv -1. tremen¬ 
dously exciting/talented etc very exciting/ 
talented etc □ It was a tremendously dull eve¬ 
ning. -2. very much □ / enjoyed myself tremen¬ 
dously. 

tremor ['trem3r] « -1. [of one's body, voice] an 
uncontrollable shaking movement caused by 
fear, cold etc. -2. a small earthquake □ an 
earth tremor. 

tremulous ['tremjsbs] adj [voice, smile] that is 
unsteady, usually because one is feeling 
nervous or emotional (literary use), 

trench [trentf] n -1. a long narrow hole dug in 
the ground, e.g. to lay pipes in. -2. military 
a long, narrow hole dug in the ground and 
used by soldiers for protection in battles, 

trenchant [’trentjbnt] adj [criticism, comment] 

that is expressed forcefully and directly (for¬ 
mal use). 

trench coat n a long raincoat with a belt 
made in the style of a military coat, 

trench warfare n fighting in which soldiers 
on both sides fire their weapons at one an¬ 
other without leaving their trenches, 

trend [trend] tt a general way in which a 
situation is changing gradually □ The dollar is 
on a downward trend. □ the trend toward veg¬ 
etarianism. 

trendsetter [‘trendsetafi n a person or organi¬ 
zation that starts a new trend or fashion, 

trendy ['trendi] (compar trendier, superl trendi- 
est, pi trendies) (informal use) o adj [person, 

clothes, music] very modem and fashionable. 
on a person who is very fashionable, 

trepidation [.trepa'deifn] n in or with trepida¬ 
tion in a state of fear or worry (formal use) □ 
With great trepidation I approached the manager. 

trespass [’trespas] vi to go onto private land 
or property without permission □ He was 
caught trespassing on Mr Moffat's land. □ 'No tres¬ 
passing. ' 

trespasser ['trespasafi « a person who tres¬ 
passes on somebody's private land □ 'Tres¬ 
passers will be prosecuted.' 

trestle table [’tresl-] « a table consisting of a 
flat top that is supported at each end by a 
wooden or metal structure shaped like the 
letter A. 

trial ['traial] n -1. law the process by which a 
judge or jury decides in a court whether 
somebody is guilty of a crime □ Hughes will 
stand trial for criminal negligence. □ She still has 
the right to a fair trial. ■ to be on trial to be 
tried in a court o He's on trial for tax evasion. 
-2. [of a product] a test of something for a 
limited period of time to find out how good 
it is. ■ to take/have sthg on trial [product, 

goods] to take/have sthg for a limited period 
in order to decide whether or not one wants 
to keep it before paying for it. ■ on a trial 
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basis as part of a temporary arrangement to 
see if something works properly or in a sat¬ 
isfactory way □ He was hired on a trial basis. ■ 
trial and error a way of learning how to do 
something in a satisfactory way by trying 
several different methods to find the best 
one □ "How did you work out how to do it?" — 
"Trial and error." -3. an unpleasant and diffi¬ 
cult experience. ■ trials and tribulations a se¬ 
ries of unpleasant and worrying experiences 
□ the trials and tribulations of life in the city. 

trial period n a period during which some¬ 
thing or somebody is checked to see how 
good, reliable etc they are before being com¬ 
pletely accepted □ She's been taken on for an 
initial three-month trial period. □ You can keep the 
goods for a trial period of 14 days. 

trial run n a first attempt at doing something 
to make sure it works properly □ The car 
crashed during its trial run. 

trial-size(d) adj (pack, boxl that contains only 
a small amount of a product and is sold 
cheap to allow people to try it. 

triangle [’traiaerjgl] n -1. a shape (A) with 
three straight sides. -2. music a small instru¬ 
ment made of a piece of metal in the shape 
of a triangle that one plays by hitting it with 
a metal rod. -3. US [for drawing] a flat triangu¬ 
lar piece of plastic, metal, or wood with a 
right angle, used for drawing angles and 
lines. 

triangular [trai'aerjgjalaT adj that is in the 
shape of a triangle. 

triathlon [trai'aeGlon] n a competition in three 
parts in which people swim, cycle, and run 
without stopping to rest between each part, 

tribal f'traibl] adj [art, dance] that is connected 
with a tribe or tribes; [warfare, divisions] that 
happens between tribes, 

tribe [traib] n a social group consisting of peo¬ 
ple of the same race, beliefs, language etc, 
especially when they live together in a par¬ 
ticular area and are led by a chief, 

tribulation [.tnbja'leijn] n -h> trial, 

tribunal [trai'bjuinl] n a group of people who 
are officially chosen to deal with particular 
matters and to make judgments □ a military 
tribunal. 

tribune ['tribjuin] « history an official chosen 
by the people of ancient Rome to represent 
their interests. 

tributary [US 'tribjateri, G8 -tari] (pi tributaries) 
n a small stream or river that flows into a 
larger one. 

tribute [’tribjuit] n -1. something that is said 
or done to show respect or admiration for 
somebody □ There were tributes from many dis¬ 
tinguished colleagues. ■ to be a tribute to sb/ 
sthg to show the good effects or influence 
of sb/sthg □ It is a tribute to their organizational 
skills that everything went so smoothly. -2. to 
pay tribute to sb/sthg to show respect or ad¬ 
miration for sb/sthg □ In his speech he paid 
tribute to the efforts of aid workers. 

trice [trais] n GB in a trice very quickly, 

triceps ['traiseps] (pi triceps or tricepses) n the 

muscle at the back of the upper part of 
one’s arm. 

trick [trik] o « -1. something done to deceive 
somebody □ That was a nasty trick! ■ to play a 
trick on sb to do something to deceive sb, 
often for fun □ He played a nasty trick on us. □ 
Is it my memory playing tricks on me, or have I 
met you before? -2. a clever action done to 
entertain people □ magic tricks. -3. a clever 
way of doing something or special ability to 
do it o It's a trick I learned at cooking classes. ■ 
to do the trick to achieve the result one 
wants □ That should do the trick, 
o adj a trick knife/mustache etc a knife/ 
mustache etc that is not real and is intended 
to deceive people, usually for fun. 
o vf to deceive <sb> □ He tricked us into be¬ 
lieving him. 

trickery [’tnkari] n the use of tricks to deceive 
people. 

trickle ['trikl] o n -l. [of blood, water] a small 
slow flow of liquid □ A trickle of sweat ran 
down his neck. -2. [of complaints, correspond¬ 

ence, visitors] a slow movement of people or 
things in small numbers □ A slow trickle of 
visitors came and went all day. o vi -1. [water, 

sweat] to flow slowly in drops or in a thin 
stream □ Blood trickled from the wound. -2. 
[people, donations] to move somewhere slow¬ 
ly in small numbers □ Applications continued to 
trickle in long after the ad appeared. 

trick or treat n the Halloween custom in 
which children dress up in costumes, visit 
houses in their area, and ask for candy, 
money etc in return for not playing tricks; 
see box at Halloween. 

trick question n a question that seems easier 
than it really is and in which the obvious 
answer is wrong. 

tricky ['triki] (compar trickier, superl trickiest) 
adj [question, situation] that is difficult to deal 
with □ That puts me in a tricky position. 

tricycle ['traisakl] n a vehicle like a bicycle 
that has three wheels, one at the front and 
two at the back, used especially by children. 

trident ['traidnt] n a weapon like a very large 
fork with three points. 

tried [traid] o past tense & past participle of try. 
o adj tried and tested [system, machine, meth¬ 

od] that is known to be good because it has 
been used before successfully. 

trier [’traiar] n a person who tries very hard, 
even if they are not usually successful. 

trifle ftraifl] n -1. a small thing of little impor¬ 
tance or value (formal use) □ There's no point 
quarreling over trifles. -2. cooking a cold des¬ 
sert made of sponge cake and fruit in Jello 
and covered in custard or cream. 

♦ a trifle odv [upset, puzzled] slightly (formal 
use) □ / was a trifle confused after the meeting. 

♦ trifle with vr fus to trifle with sb to behave 
toward sb without being respectful or seri¬ 
ous enough □ Stop trifling with her affections. 

trifling ['traxflirj] adj [sum, matter] that is too 
small to be important. 

trigger ['trigar] o « the small metal lever 
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pressed to fire a gun □ He pulled the trigger, 
o vt (mechanism, explosion] to cause <sthg> 
to begin to work or happen immediately □ 
The imposition of the tax triggered violent riots. 

♦ trigger off vt sep = trigger, 

trigger-happy adj [soldier, police] who is too 
ready to shoot at people, 

trigonometry btrigs'nDmstri] n the branch of 
mathematics that involves calculating the 
lengths of sides and sizes of angles of trian¬ 
gles. 

trilby ['trilbi] {pi trilbies) « GB a man’s hat 
made of felt with a fold in its top. 

trill [tril] o « -1. music the repetition of two 
musical notes quickly, one after the other. 
-2. the short, repeated, high-pitched sounds 
made by a bird that is singing, o vi [bird] to 
sing with a trill; [person] to speak, laugh etc 
in a high-pitched voice that sounds almost 
musical. 

trillions ['trilianz] pron used to refer to a very 
large number of people or things (informal 
use) □ / could see trillions of stars. □ It must have 
cost trillions! 

trilogy ['tribd3i] (pi trilogies) n a series of 
three books, plays, movies etc with the 
same subject or characters, 

trim [trim] (compar trimmer, superl trimmest, pt 
& pp trimmed, cottt trimming) o vt [hair, 
hedge] to cut small pieces from the edges of 
<sthg> to make it look neater □ Your hair 
needs trimming, o n -1. an act of trimming 
something □ My hair needs a trim. -2. am extra 
piece of decoration, usually around the edge 
of something, e.g. on a car or dress, o adj 
-1. [garden, dress] neat and tidy. -2. [figure, 
waist, person] slim. 

♦ trim away, trim off vt sep to trim sthg away 
or off [fabric, fat] to cut unnecessary pieces 
off sthg. 

trimmed [trimd] adj trimmed with sthg [with 
lace, tinsel] with sthg added around the edge 
as a decoration. 

trimming ['trimig] n [on clothing, curtains] an 
extra piece of material added for decoration. 

♦ trimmings npl -1. cooking the extra things, 
e.g. vegetables or sauces, that are usually 
served with a main dish □ roast beef with all 
the trimmings. -2. pieces that have been cut 
from something larger to make it neater. 

Trinidad and Tobago [.trinsdaed-] a country 
in the Caribbean consisting of two islands 
off the coast of Venezuela, size: 5,128 sq 
kms. population: 1,300,000 (Trinidadians, To¬ 
bagonians). capital: Port of Spain, language: 
English, currency: Trinidadian dollar. 

Trinity ['trinsti] n the Trinity religion in Chris¬ 
tianity, the union of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit in one God. 

trinket ['trirjkot] n a small ornament or piece 
of jewelry of little value, 

trio ['triiou] (pi trios) n -1. a group of three 
people or things. -2. music a group of three 
singers or musicians who perform together; 
a piece of music written for this group, 

trip [trip] (pt & pp tripped, cont tripping) o n 

-1. the act of traveling to and visiting a 
place for business or pleasure □ Have a good/ 
nice trip. □ I'm afraid she's away on a business 
trip. □ a trip to the countryside. -2.v a mental 
experience caused by taking drugs in which 
one sees or feels things in a strange and un¬ 
real way (drugs slang), o vt to cause <sb> to 
hit their foot against something so that they 
lose their balance or fall over a He tripped 
me. o vi: He tripped over a cord and fell. 

♦ trip up vt sep -1. to trip sb up to trip sb □ 
Peter tried to trip Alice up on the stairs. -2. to 
trip sb up to cause sb to make a mistake □ 
The last question tripped him up completely. 

tripartite [,trafpa:rtait] adj [agreement, talks] in¬ 
volving three separate groups (formal use), 

tripe [traip] n -1. cooking the stomach wall of 
a pig, cow, or ox that is eaten as food. 
-2. something that one thinks is nonsense 
(informal use) □ What a load of tripe! 

triple ['tripl] o adj -1. [purpose, role] that is 
made up of three parts or things □ She did a 
triple somersault. □ the Triple Entente. -2. that is 
repeated three times □ a triple brandy, o vt to 
make <sthg> three times greater in size or 
amount □ We managed to triple our sales as a 
result of the advertising campaign, o vi: Inflation 
has tripled over the last 18 months. 

Triple Crown n the Triple Crown in the USA, 
an unofficial horseracing championship con¬ 
sisting of three important races, including 
the Kentucky Derby. 

triple jump n the triple jump an event in ath¬ 
letics in which competitors have to jump as 
far as possible and are allowed to touch the 
ground once with each foot before finally 
landing. 

triplets ['tripbts] npl three children bom to 
the same mother at the same time, 

triplicate [’tripbkat] n in triplicate in three 
copies, including the original, 

tripod [’traipDd] n a frame with three legs 
used to support a piece of equipment such 
as a camera. 

tripwire ['tripwai3r] n a wire stretched low 
over the ground that causes an explosive, 
trap etc to work if a person or animal 
touches it with their foot. 

Tristan and Isolde [US .tristsnsm'sould, GB 
-’zDlda] in European legends, two young lov¬ 
ers who die tragically. 

trite [trait] adj [remark, statement] that is not 
impressive because it has been said or used 
too often before (disapproving use), 

triumph ['traiAmf] o « -1. a great victory or 
success □ The election was a triumph for the 
Democrats. -2. a feeling of great satisfaction 
caused by success □ She felt a great sense of 
triumph at last, o vi [politician, team] to win a 
great victory, especially in very difficult con¬ 
ditions □ Justice has triumphed. □ She has tri¬ 
umphed over her disability. 

triumphal [trai'Amfl] adj a triumphal march/ 
procession etc a march/procession etc that 
takes place to celebrate a great victory, 

triumphant [trai'Amfsnt] adj [shout, grin] that 
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expresses great satisfaction; [person] who has 
been successful in something and so is very 
happy. 

triumphantly [trai'Amfantli] adv [shout, grin] see 
triumphant. 

triumvirate [trai'Amvsrst] « a group of three 
people in charge of the government of a 
state, especially in ancient Rome, 

trivet ['trivat] n -1. a stand with three legs 
used for holding a cooking pot over a fire. 
-2. a short metal stand placed under hot 
dishes or pots to protect a surface, 

trivia [’trivia] n unimportant matters or infor¬ 
mation □ a trivia quiz. 

trivial [’trivial] adj unimportant and not serious 
□ / hate to bother you with such a trivial matter. 

triviality [.trivi'aelati] (pi trivialities) n -1. some¬ 
thing unimportant □ I'm not concerned about 
such trivialities. -2. a lack of importance and 
seriousness □ the triviality of the story. 

trivialize, -ise [’trivialaiz] vt [role, fact, event] to 
make <sthg> seem less important or serious 
than it really is o She felt the newspaper had 
trivialized the story. 

trod [trod] past tense of tread, 

trodden [’trodn] past participle of tread. 

Trojan [’troud3an] n to work like a Trojan to 
work very hard. 

troll [US troul, GB trol] n an ugly creature in 
Scandinavian mythology that lives in caves 
or hills and has special powers, 

trolley [’troll] (pi trolleys) n -1. US = trolley car. 
-2. GB a metal container on wheels that is 
pushed along and used for carrying heavy 
things such as shopping □ a supermarket trol¬ 
ley. -3. GB a small table on wheels used for 
serving food and drinks □ a drinks trolley. 

trolleybus [’trolibAs] n a bus that is powered 
by electric cables above the street, 

trolley car n US a large vehicle used for public 
transportation that is operated by electricity 
and moves along metal lines built into the 
road surface. 

trombone [trom'boon] n a brass musical in¬ 
strument that is played by blowing into one 
end and by moving a U-shaped part in and 
out to change the notes, 

troop [tru:p] o « a group of people or animals 
that moves somewhere together □ a troop of 
schoolchildren, o vi to move somewhere in a 
group □ They all trooped off to the zoo. 

♦ troops npl soldiers organized in groups for 
a particular purpose □ Troops have been flown 
in from US airbases. 

trooper [’tru:p3r] « -1. military a soldier of the 
lowest rank in a part of an army that uses 
armored vehicles. -2. US a member of the 
police force of a particular state, 

troopship [’truipjip] n a ship for transporting 
soldiers. 

trophy [’troufi] (pi trophies) n sport a prize 
such as a silver cup given to the winner of a 
competition or race. 

tropical [’tropikl] adj [climate, region, fruit] that 
is typical of the tropics. 

Tropic of Cancer [.tropik-] n the Tropic of Can¬ 
cer an imaginary circle around the Earth, 
parallel to the equator, at latitude 234 ° N. 

Tropic of Capricorn « the Tropic of Capricorn 
an imaginary circle around the Earth, paral¬ 
lel to the equator, at latitude 234° S. 

tropics [’tropiks] npl the tropics the hottest 
area of the world, near the equator. 

trot [trot] (pt & pp trotted, cont trotting) o n 
-1. the movement of a horse that is quicker 
than a walk but slower than a gallop □ The 
horse went off at a trot. -2. the movement of a 
person that is like a slow run but with small 
quick steps □ He ran at a gentle trot, o vi 
[horse, person] to move with small quick 
steps □ Alice trotted along behind her father. 

♦ on the trot adv GB one after another with¬ 
out interruption (informal use) □ That's three 
times on the trot I've won. 

♦ trot out vt sep to trot sthg out [excuse, rea¬ 
son] to say or write sthg without thinking 
about it or meaning it □ He trotted out the 
usual hard-luck story. 

Trotsky [’trotski], Leon (1879-1940) a Russian 
revolutionary leader who played an im¬ 
portant part in the Russian Revolution of 
1917. 

Trotskyism [’trotsknzm] n the belief of Leon 
Trotsky and his followers in a worldwide 
revolution in which the working class 
would take power by force. 

trotter [’trotar] n a pig’s foot that is cooked 
and eaten as food □ a pig's trotter. 

trouble [’trAbl] o « -1. something that causes 
difficulty or problems □ The trouble is, I can't 
remember their number. □ What seems to be the 
trouble? □ You're too soft, that's your trouble. ■ 
to be in trouble to be in a situation where 
one is being blamed or punished; to be in a 
difficult situation □ He is in trouble with the po¬ 
lice again! □ We're in deep financial trouble if we 
don't do something soon. ■ to get into trouble 
to do something that causes one to be 
blamed or punished; to get into a difficult 
situation □ He got into trouble with his boss/ 
parents. ■ the trouble with sb/sthg is... the as¬ 
pect of sb/sthg that causes problems is... □ 
The trouble with you is (that) you never listen. 
-2. something that needs effort or causes in¬ 
convenience □ It’ll save you a lot of trouble if 
you pay by direct debit. □ "Are you sure about 
this?" — "Honestly, it's no trouble at all." □ / had 
no trouble at all finding a parking space. ■ to take 
the trouble to do sthg to make the effort to 
do sthg □ You might take the trouble to listen 
when I'm talking to you! ■ to be asking for trou¬ 
ble to be behaving in a way that is likely to 
cause problems for oneself □ Walking around 
that area late at night is just asking for trouble. 
-3. [in part of one’s body] illness or pain □ heart 
trouble. -4. [between people] fighting or vio¬ 
lence that is caused by a disagreement or 
conflict □ There was trouble at the club again 
last night between rival gangs. 

o vt -1. to cause <sb> to feel worried or 
upset □ It troubled him to see her so sad. -2. to 
disturb or cause inconvenience to <sb> □ I'm 
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sorry to trouble you, but could you give me a 
hand? □ Can I trouble you for a light? -3. to 
cause pain to <sb> □ My knee's troubling me 
again. 

♦ troubles npl -1. worries □ Just when we 
thought our troubles were over. -2. politics so¬ 
cial or political disorder. -3. the Troubles GB 
a term used to refer to the political violence 
in Northern Ireland. 

troubled ['trAbld] adj -1. [person, look] worried 
or upset □ Her face looked troubled. -2. [life, 

place] that is affected by problems; [sleep] 

that is not relaxed and does not continue all 
night □ These are troubled times we live in. □ 
She spent a troubled night dreaming of Joe. 

trouble-free adj [existence, operation] that is 
without difficulties □ Until now, the trip had 
been relatively trouble-free. 

troublemaker ['trAblmeik3r] n a person who 
causes disagreement or fighting, 

troubleshooter [ltrAblJ'u:t3r] « a person whose 
job is to solve problems affecting particular 
organizations, machines etc. 

troublesome [’trAblsam] adj [neighbor, car, job] 

that causes problems or anxiety; [knee, cold] 

that cannot be easily cured, 

trouble spot n a place where there is often 
violence or fighting. 

trough [trDf] n -1. [on a farm] a long, narrow, 
open container from which animals eat or 
drink □ a pig's trough. -2. [on a graph] a low 
point in a series of high and low points 
measured over a period of time, 

trounce [trauns] vt [opponent, team] to beat 
<sb> by a very large score (informal use), 

troupe [tru:p] « a group of singers, actors, 
dancers etc. 

trouser ['trauz3r] comp a trouser leg/pocket a 
leg/pocket of a pair of trousers, 

trouser press n a device which trousers are 
placed in to stop them from becoming 
creased or to remove creases from them, 

trousers [‘traozs'z] npl a piece of clothing that 
covers the body from the waist to the ankle 
and has a separate part for each leg □ a pair 
of trousers. 

trouser suit n GB a suit for a woman consist¬ 
ing of a jacket and a pair of trousers, 

trousseau [US trui'soo, GB 'truisou] (pi trous¬ 

seaux [-z] or trousseaus [-z]) n the posses¬ 
sions, e.g. bed linen and clothes, that a 
woman takes with her when she marries 
(old-fashioned use). 

trout [traot] (pi trout or trouts) « a fish with a 
spotted brown skin that lives in rivers and is 
eaten as food. 

trove [troov] —> treasure trove. 

trowel [‘traual] n -1. a small tool with a 
curved pointed blade, used in the garden for 
planting, weeding etc. -2. a small tool with 
a flat blade, used for spreading cement, 

truancy ['truiansi] n the fact of staying away 
from school without permission from one’s 
teachers or parents. 

truant ['truiant] n a child who does not go to 

school when he or she is supposed to. ■ to 

play truant to stay away from school with¬ 
out permission from one’s teachers or par¬ 
ents. 

truce [tru:s] n an agreement between two 
countries, groups, or individuals to stop 
fighting or quarreling for a period of time □ 
The truce between the warring factions proved to 
be short-lived. ■ to call a truce to agree to stop 
fighting or quarreling for a period of time. 

truck [trAk] o n -1. a large motor vehicle used 
for transporting goods. -2. rail a wagon 
with an open top that is used for transport¬ 
ing goods, o vt to transport <goods> by 
truck. 

truck driver n a person whose job is to drive 
a truck. 

trucker ['trAkar] n US = truck driver. 

truck farm n US a small farm that grows fruit 
and vegetables to be sold. 

trucking ['trAkig] n the business of transport¬ 
ing goods by truck. 

truck stop n US a place near a highway 
where truck drivers can stop to rest, eat 
cheaply, and get fuel. 

truculent ['trAkjshnt] adj [person, mood] bad- 
tempered and aggressive. 

trudge [trAd3] o « a difficult tiring walk □ It 
was a long trudge to the top of the hill, o vi to 
walk with slow heavy steps, e.g. because 
one is tired or unhappy □ She trudged slowly 
up the steps. 

true [tru:] adj -1. [account, news, rumor] that is 
based on fact □ Everything she said is true. ■ to 

come true [dream, fears] to happen □ The trip 
was a dream come true for me. -2. the true 

worth/cost etc of sthg the real worth/cost etc 
of sthg and not the stated one □ / had to sell 
the car for less than its true value. □ Why do you 
hide your true feelings? -3. a true friend/ 

Christian etc a person who has all the char¬ 
acteristics that a friend/Christian etc is sup¬ 
posed to have □ / don't think you could call it a 
true democracy. □ He still hopes to find true love. 
-4. [likeness, copy] that is accurate in relation 
to something else □ I'd say that is a pretty true 
assessment of the situation. -5. [servant, lover] 
who is loyal and can be trusted □ He swore 
never to desert her and to always be true. -6. to 

be true (frame, window] to be fitted in the cor¬ 
rect position in relation to other things and 
so appear straight. 

true-life adj a true-life drama/adventure etc a 
drama/adventure etc that happens in reality 
rather than in fiction. 

true north n the direction of the north pole 
along an imaginary line through the center 
of the earth. 

truffle [’trAfl] n -1. a small round chocolate 
that has a soft texture and often contains 
rum. -2. a round fungus that grows under¬ 
ground and is used to flavor food. 

truism ['trunzm] n a statement that is consid¬ 
ered obvious. 

truly [’truili] adv -1. in a way that cannot be 
doubted □ At last the house was truly mine. □ 
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This is truly a night to remember. -2. truly,... a 
word used to emphasize that what one is 
about to say is true □ Truly, I didn't know any¬ 
thing about it. -3. [believe, mean, feel] in a sin¬ 
cere way □ I'm truly sorry about what happened. 
-4. a word used for emphasis □ It was a truly 
amazing experience. -5. Yours truly a phrase 
used to end a formal letter □ Yours truly, 
Kathryn Schmidt. -6. yours truly a phrase one 
uses to talk about oneself in a humorous 
way (informal use) □ Guess who ended up pay¬ 
ing for it? Yours truly! 

Truman ['truimsn], Harry S. (1884—1972) US 
President from 1945 to 1953. He was re¬ 
sponsible for US involvement in the Korean 

War. 

trump [trAmp] o « a playing card from the 
suit that has been chosen to have the high¬ 
est value in a particular game □ Hearts are 
trumps, o vt to beat <another player or 
card> by using a trump. 

trump card n something one knows, has, or 
does and that one uses to get into a strong¬ 
er position than somebody else in a particu¬ 
lar situation. 

trumped-up ['trAmpt-] adj trumped-up charges 

charges that have deliberately been invent¬ 
ed. 

trumpet ['trAmpat] o « music a brass instru¬ 
ment that consists of a tube that curves 
around several times, has a wide opening at 
one end, and is played by blowing into it 
and pressing down on three buttons, o vi 
[elephant] to give a loud cry. 

trumpeter ['trAmpotar] n a person who plays 
the trumpet. 

truncate [US 'trArjkeit, GB trArfkeit] vt [line, sen¬ 

tence, speech] to make <sthg> shorter by 
cutting off the end or stopping it suddenly. 

truncheon [’trAntfan] n a stick that is carried 
by police officers as a weapon, 

trundle ['trAndl] o vt [cart, barrow) to push 
<sthg that has wheels> along so that it 
moves slowly in an uneven way. o vi [car, 

truck] to move somewhere slowly on wheels 
in an uneven way □ The bus trundled along a 
dirt track. 

trunk [trAQk] n -1. [of a tree] the thick upright 
part of a tree from which branches grow □ a 
tree trunk. -2. [of a person] the main part of 
one's body, not including one’s head and 
limbs. -3. [of an elephant] an elephant's long 
nose. -4. [for belongings] a large oblong box 
used to transport luggage or belongings □ / 
packed my trunk and left. -5. US [of a car] the 
part of a car, usually at the back, that is 
separate from the seats and is used to put 
luggage in □ / put your bags in the trunk. 

♦ trunks npl -1. US shorts worn by men for 
doing sports. -2. GB shorts worn by men for 
swimming. 

trunk road n GB a main road that connects 
different towns or cities. 

truss [trAs] n -1. medicine a belt worn by a 
man who is suffering from a hernia. -2. 

construction a framework of beams that 
supports a roof or bridge, 

trust [trAst] o vi -1. [friend, stranger] to consid¬ 
er <sb> to be sincere and unlikely to cause 
one any upset or harm; [employee, method, 

judgment] to be confident that one can de¬ 
pend on <sb/sthg> □ How can you trust a man 
like that? ■ to trust sb to do sthg to be sure 
that sb will do sthg □ Can I trust you to pay 
the bills while I'm away? ■ trust you/him/her 
etc a phrase used to show that one is not 
surprised by something silly, annoying etc 
that somebody has done because it is typi¬ 
cal of them □ Trust Peter not to remember your 
birthday! -2. to trust sb with sthg to allow sb 
to have knowledge, use, or control of sthg 
because one has confidence in them □ / 
wouldn't trust him with that computer/my 
secrets/children. -3. to trust (that)... to suppose 
that something is true (formal use) □ / trust 
(that) you've enjoyed your stay here. 
On-1. a feeling of confidence that one has 
about the sincerity or worth of somebody or 
something □ You betrayed my trust. ■ trust in 
sb/sthg a feeling of confidence that one can 
depend on sb/sthg □ IA/e have a lot of trust in 
your ability. □ I'Ve can't put much trust in what 
they say. ■ to take sthg on trust to accept 
sthg as being true without having any proof 
□ l/i/e don't know whether he's financially sound, 
but we'll just have to take that on trust. -2. a po¬ 
sition of trust a responsible position in 
which one is trusted by many people a As a 
teacher/doctor, he was in a position of trust. 
-3. finance an arrangement in which 
somebody’s money or property is controlled 
by another person or a group of people. ■ in 
trust [keep, hold] under the control of a trus¬ 
tee □ The house is held in trust until the children 
come of age. -4. business a group of compa¬ 
nies that agree together to fix prices for 
their products at the same level □ anti-trust 
laws. 

trust company n a company that acts as a 
trustee for people and organizations, while 
also acting as a commercial bank, 

trusted ftrAstad] adj [friend, colleague] who one 
trusts and values; [method] that is known to 
have worked in the past and so is reliable □ 
a tried and trusted remedy. 

trustee [trA'sti:] n -1. finance & law a person 
who controls money or property for some¬ 
body else. -2. one of a group of administra¬ 
tors who run the affairs of an organization, 

trusteeship [,trA'sti:Jip] « the position of be¬ 
ing a trustee. 

trust fund n money or shares controlled by a 
trustee for the benefit of somebody else, 

trust hospital n a British hospital that man¬ 
ages itself, and receives money directly from 
the government rather than the local health 
authority. 

trusting ['trAstig] adj [person] who is ready to 
believe that other people are kind and sin¬ 
cere. 

trustworthy ['trAstw3:rdi] adj [person] who can 
be trusted □ Do you think he's trustworthy? 
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trusty ['trAsti] (cornpar trustier, superl trustiest) 
adj [weapon, animal, machine] that one can de¬ 
pend on (humorous use), 

truth [tru:0] n -1. the truth the real facts about 
somebody or something □ Will the truth ever 
be known? ■ to tell the truth to say something 
that is true, rather than lie □ It's time you 
started telling (us) the truth. ■ to tell the truth,... 
a phrase used to emphasize that what one is 
about to say is honest but is likely to sur¬ 
prise or disappoint the other person □ To tell 
(you) the truth, I don't really feel like going. 
-2. something that is based on real facts □ 
There is some truth in what you say. ■ in truth a 
phrase used to emphasize that what one is 
about to say is true. -3. something that is 
widely accepted to be true □ There are one or 
two important truths you need to face up to. 

truth drug n a drug that makes people tell 
the truth. 

truthful ['tru:0fl] adj -1. [person] who tells the 
truth and does not lie. -2. [answer, account] 

that is based on the truth, 

try [t rai] {pt & pp tried, pi tries) o vt -1. 

[activity, task] to do <sthg> because one 
hopes it will help one to do something one 
wants or needs to do □ I'll try anything once. □ 
He tried his best to explain. □ Try not to think 
about it too much. ■ to try and do sthg to try 
to do sthg □ I must try and see him before he 
goes. -2. [food, drink] to eat, drink, or use 
<sthg> for the first time in order to find out 
what it is like; [pen, engine] to start to use 
<sthg> to find out if it works; [method, idea, 

remedy] to use <sthg> as a way of trying to 
do something; [doctor, library] to go to or con¬ 
tact <a person or place> to ask for some¬ 
thing one wants □ Try this, it's delicious! □ She 
tried the door to see if it was open. □ Have you 
tried calling the operator? □ Try him at his office, 
he might be there. -3. law to send <a person 
or case> to a court for trial □ He was tried for 
manslaughter and found not guilty. -4. to try sb's 
patience to irritate sb so that they have to 
make an effort not to become angry, 
o vi to make an effort □ At least she tried. □ 
Try harder! ■ to try for sthg [for a job, position] 

to make an effort to get sthg □ We are trying 
for a new baby. 
o n -1. an act of trying to do something □ 
You didn't fool me, but it was a nice try! ■ to 
give sthg a try [method, remedy] to use sthg in 
the hope of getting or doing something that 
one wants; (sport, activity] to do sthg to find 
out whether one likes it or not □ I've never 
been rock climbing, but I'd like to give it a try. ■ 
to have a try at sthg to make an attempt to 
do sthg □ I don't think I can reach, but I'll have a 
try. -2. rugby the act of touching the ground 
with the ball behind the opponent’s goal 
line, that scores four points. 

♦ try on vt sep to try sthg on [skirt, coat, boots] 
to put sthg on to see if it fits or to see if the 
color, style etc looks right □ Could I try these 
jeans on, please? 

♦ try out vt sep to try sthg out [plan, car, meth¬ 
od] to use sthg to see how good or success¬ 
ful it is □ I'm trying out a new recipe. 

trying ['traiirfi adj [experience, period, person] 

that is annoying or upsetting a His behavior 
can be extremely trying at times. 

try-out n the process of observing or check¬ 
ing somebody or something for the first 
time in order to see how good or suitable 
they are (informal use) □ Come along to next 
week's training session for a try-out. 

tsar [za:r] n the hereditary male ruler of Rus¬ 
sia in the time before the Bolshevik Revolu¬ 
tion of 1917. 

T-shirt n a casual item of clothing that is 
worn on the upper half of the body and has 
short sleeves but no collar or buttons, 

tsp abbr of teaspoon. 

T-square n an instrument in the shape of a T, 
used for drawing or measuring right angles. 

TT abbr of teetotal. 

tub [tAb] « -1. [of ice cream, margarine] a small 
plastic container that is usually covered with 
a lid -2. [for washing, a plant] a large, open, 
round container made of wood or metal. 
-3. US = bathtub. 

tuba ['timba] n a large brass musical instru¬ 
ment that makes deep sounds, 

tubby ['tAbi] (compar tubbier, superl tubbiest) 
adj [person] who is rather fat, especially at 
the waist (informal use). 

tube [tiu:b] n -1. [of metal, cardboard, glass] a 
long, narrow, hollow cylinder used as a con¬ 
tainer or to transfer liquids and gases. 
-2. anatomy a long, narrow, pipe-shaped 
passage in the human body □ the respiratory 
tubes. -3. [of toothpaste, paint, glue] a small cy¬ 
lindrical container that can be squeezed to 
release the contents at one end. -4. the tube 

GB the London underground train system □ 
Take the tube out to Heathrow. □ It's probably 
quicker to go by tube. 

tubeless ['timblas] adj a tubeless tire a tire that 
does not have an inner tube, 

tuber ['tiu:b3r] « the fleshy, swollen, under¬ 
ground root of a plant such as the potato, 

tuberculosis [t-iulb3:rkj3'loos3s] n an infectious 
disease that mainly affects the lungs and can 
kill people. 

tube station n GB a station on the London 
underground train system, 

tubing ['fimbig] « a section of material, 
usually flexible, that forms a tube □ a piece 
of rubber tubing. 

Tubman f'tAbmsn], Harriet (1820-1913) a US 
slave who escaped from slavery and then 
helped other slaves to reach the North of 
the USA. 

tubular ['tiu:bj3br] adj [structure, bells] in the 
form of a tube. 

TUC (abbr of Trades Union Congress) tt the TUC 

the association of representatives of labor 
unions in Britain. 

tuck [tAk] o n sewing a small fold in a piece of 
material or clothing that is held in place 
with stitches and used for decoration or to 
make something fit better, o vt to put 
<sthg> somewhere so that it is neat, hid- 
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den, or stays in a fixed position □ He wore 
his shirt tucked into his trousers. □ Sonia tucked 
the bill behind the clock on the mantelpiece. 

♦ tuck away vt sep to tuck sb/sthg away to 
keep sb/sthg in a safe place where they can¬ 
not be reached or found easily □ She has a 
few thousand dollars tucked away. ■ to be 

tucked away somewhere [cottage, village] to be 
somewhere that is not easily reached or is 
not known by many people □ They live in a 
little village tucked away in the mountains. 

♦ tuck in o vt sep -1. to tuck sb in [child, pa¬ 
tient] to make sb comfortable in their bed by 
arranging the sheets, covers etc, especially 
just before they go to sleep □ Will you come 
and tuck me in? -2. to tuck sthg in [shirt, sheet] 
to push the edge of sthg under something 
else to hold it neatly in place, o vi to eat 
eagerly (informal use) □ Go on, tuck in! 

♦ tuck up vt sep to tuck sb up to tuck sb in □ 
I'll be tucked up in bed by ten o'clock. 

tuck shop k GB a store near or in a school 
where children can buy candy and snacks. 

Tudor [’bu:dar] o adj -1. history [king, queen] 
that is connected with the period in English 
history between 1485 and 1603. -2. ar¬ 
chitecture [mansion, style] that has features 
typical of the Tudor period, e.g. pointed 
roofs and black wooden beams, o n the Tu¬ 

dors the kings and queens of England from 
1485 to 1603. 

Tue., Tues. abbr of Tuesday. 

Tuesday ['buizdei] n the day between Mon¬ 
day and Wednesday; see also Friday, 

tuft [tAft] n a small mass of something such as 
hair or grass that is made up of several sepa¬ 
rate strands attached at the bottom, 

tug [tAg] (pt & pp tugged, cotit tugging) o n 
-1. a short quick pull □ / gave the rope a sharp 
tug. -2. = tugboat, o vt [hair, cord, rope] to pull 
<sthg> with a short quick movement □ He 
tugged my sleeve, o vi [person] Tug harder! ■ to 

tug at sthg [at somebody's sleeve, arm] to take 
hold of and pull sthg with short quick 
movements o The little boy kept tugging at her 
skirt. 

tugboat [’tAgbout] « a small strong boat that 
is used to pull larger boats, especially into a 
harbor. 

tug-of-love « GB a dispute between divorced 
or separated parents who both want to keep 
their child or children (informal use), 

tug-of-war n a game of strength between 
two teams of people who pull on different 
ends of the same rope until the weaker side 
is pulled across a line. 

tuition [bui'i/n] n -1. the act of teaching a 
subject, especially in a small or private class 
□ guitar/driving tuition □ tuition fees. -2. US edu¬ 
cation money paid for tuition, 

tulip ['burlap] n a brighdy colored flower that 
has a bell-shaped head and grows from a 
bulb in spring. 

tulle [burl] n a transparent fabric like net, used 
for evening dresses, veils etc. 

tumble ['tAmbl] o vi -1. [person, object] to fall 

quickly in a disorganized or uncontrolled 
way □ The potatoes came tumbling out of the 
sack. □ Steve slipped and tumbled down the 
slope. -2. [water] to flow quickly in an irregu¬ 
lar way □ The water splashed and tumbled over 
the rocks. -3. [price, rate] to fall suddenly by a 
large amount □ The resignation sent stock 
prices tumbling, on a dramatic fall □ The yen 
took a tumble today in European markets. 

♦ tumble down vi [building, structure] to col¬ 
lapse □ The whole wall came tumbling down. 

tumbledown ['tAmbldaun] adj a tumbledown 
shack/house etc a shack/house etc that is in 
very bad condition and is starting to fall 

down. 

tumble-dry vt to dry <clothes that have been 
washed> in a tumble-dryer, 

tumble-dryer n a machine that dries clothes 
by going round slowly, so that they are con¬ 
tinuously moving in hot air. 

tumbler [1tAmblar] n a wide glass used for 
drinking that has a flat bottom and straight 
sides and does not have a handle □ a glass 
tumbler. 

tumbleweed ['tAmblwi:d] n a North American 
plant that breaks off from its roots and is 
blown about by the wind, 

tummy ['tAim] {pi tummies) n one’s stomach 
(informal use) □ a flat tummy o How's your tum¬ 
my, feeling? 

tumor us, tumour gb [>bu:mar] « a lump in 
the human body that is caused by an abnor¬ 
mal growth of cells and can cause serious 
illness □ a brain tumor. 

tumult ['buimAlt] n a lot of noise and excite¬ 
ment (formal use). 

tumultuous [bu'mAltJuas] adj [applause, recep¬ 

tion] very noisy and excited, 

tuna ['bums] {pi tuna or tunas), tuna fish {pi 
tuna fish) n a large fish found in warm seas 
and caught for food; the flesh of this fish 
that is eaten, especially as canned food □ 
tuna salad □ a tuna steak. 

tundra ['tAndra] « a large area of land found 
mainly in cold areas in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere such as Alaska and Siberia, and that 
has few or no trees. 

tune [burn] o n several musical notes ar¬ 
ranged to make a melody; a song. □ I'm sure 
I know that tune. • to change one's tune to act 
or speak in a way that shows one’s opinion 
about something has changed (informal use) □ 
You soon changed your tune! 
o vt -1. music [piano, violin, guitar] to adjust the 
strings, keys etc of <a musical instrument 
so that notes will sound right when they are 
played together. -2. radio & tv to use the 
controls of <a radio or television> to find a 
particular station or channel □ / keep my radio 
tuned to National Public Radio. -3. auto to 
make small changes to <an engine> so that 
it works properly. 

o vi to tune to sthg radio & tv [to a station, 

channel] to tune a radio or television to sthg. 
♦ in tune o adj music to be in tune [guitar, pia¬ 

no] to be producing the right notes after be- 
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ing tuned, o adv -1. music [play, sing] making 
the right notes. -2. to be in tune with sb/sthg 
to show that one agrees with or under¬ 
stands sb/sthg □ He's totally in tune with our 
way of thinking. 

♦ out of tune o adj music to be out of tune 
[guitar, piano] to be producing the wrong 
notes because of not being tuned, o adv 
-1. music [play, sing] making the wrong notes. 
-2. to be out of tune with sb/sthg to show 
that one does not agree with or understand 
sb/sthg □ They're out of tune with current 
trends. 

♦ to the tune of prey up to <a particular 
amount> □ It's insured to the tune of three mil¬ 
lion dollars. 

♦ tune in vi radio & tv to start watching or 
listening to a program on a particular station 
or channel □ Tune in to next week's episode. 

♦ tune up vi [musician] to adjust one’s instru¬ 
ment so that it will play in tune □ The or¬ 
chestra was already tuning up. 

tuneful ['tJurnfl] adj [melody, music] that is 
pleasant to listen to. 

tuneless ['Numbs] adj [melody, music] that has 
no particular tune and so is not pleasant to 
listen to □ He sang along in a tuneless voice. 

tuner ['Duma1] it the part of a television or ra¬ 
dio that receives signals so that it can be 
tuned to a particular channel or station. 

tuner amplifier n an amplifier that has a ra¬ 
dio tuner built in. 

tungsten I'tAgstsn] « a hard metal used in 
electric light bulbs and to make steel for 
tools. SYMBOL: W □ a tungsten alloy/bar. 

tunic ['Numik] tt an item of loose clothing that 
reaches from the upper half of the body to 
the hips or thighs and usually has no 
sleeves. 

tuning fork ['timing-] tt an object in the shape 
of a fork with two long prongs that is used 
for tuning musical instruments. 

Tunisia [US tu'ni:33, GB tju'nizia] a country in 
North Africa, on the Mediterranean be¬ 
tween Algeria and Libya, size: 164,000 sq 
kms. population: 8,400,000 (Tunisians). capi¬ 
tal: Tunis, language: Arabic, currency: Tu¬ 
nisian dinar. 

tunnel ['tAnl] (US pt & pp tunneled, cottt tunnel¬ 
ing, GB pt & pp tunnelled, cont tunnelling) o « 
a passage that has been dug in the ground 
so that people, vehicles etc can go through 
it. o vi [person, machine, rabbit] to make a 
tunnel by digging □ They will have to tunnel 
right through the mountain. 

tunnel vision it -1. medicine a condition af¬ 
fecting the eyes in such a way that one can 
only see things that are straight ahead. 
-2. the inability to consider all aspects of a 
situation, problem etc. 

tunny ['tAni] (pi tunny or tunnies) n = tuna. 

turban ['t3:rban] n a covering for the head, 
made by winding a long strip of cloth 
around the head many times, that is worn 
especially by Muslim, Sikh, and Hindu men. 

turbid [’t3:rb3d] adj [water, smoke, cloud] that is 
dirty and difficult to see through. 

turbine ['t3:rbain] n a motor or engine in 
which power is produced when a wheel 
with blades on it is turned by the force of a 
gas or liquid. 

turbo ['t3:rboo] (pi turbos) n an extra device in 
a car engine that helps it to go faster than 
other models of the same type. 

turbocharged l't3:rbootfa:rd3d] adj [car, engine] 
that is more powerful because it is fitted 
with a turbo. 

turbojet ['t3:rboud3et] n an engine used in 
planes in which the power to move forward 
is produced by hot gases being sent out 
from the back; a plane with this type of en¬ 
gine. 

turboprop ['t3:rbouprt>p] it -1. a jet engine that 
drives a propeller. -2. a plane that has a tur¬ 
boprop engine. 

turbot ['t3:rbat] (pi turbot or turbots) « a large 
flatfish found in European waters; the flesh 
of this fish eaten as food. 

turbulence I't3:rbj3bns] n aviation air that 
moves violently and irregularly in the sky □ 
We experienced some turbulence on the return 
flight. 

turbulent ['t3:rbj3bnt] adj -1. [air, water] that is 
moving around in an uncontrolled and ir¬ 
regular way □ The water was choppy and turbu¬ 
lent. -2. [period, situation] that is unstable and 
affected by sudden changes □ Those were tur¬ 
bulent times. 

tureen [L>u'ri:n] tt a large dish or pot covered 
with a lid and used for serving soup from. 

turf [t3:rf] (pi turfs or turves) o n -1. short 
thick grass that is all of the same length. 
-2. a small section of earth that has grass on 
it and is put on the ground to form part of a 
lawn, o vt [lawn, yard] to cover the surface of 
<an area of land> with turf. 

turf accountant n GB a person whose job is 
to take bets on horse races (formal use). 

turgid ['t3:rd3sd] adj [style, writing, film] that is 
too complex or dense and is boring to read, 
watch etc □ turgid prose. 

Turin ['Norm] the capital of Piedmont, north¬ 
west Italy, population: 1,000,000. 

Turing ['Nuarig], Alan (1912-1954) a British 
scientist who played an important part in 
the development of computers. 

Turk [t3:rk] n a person who comes from or 
lives in Turkey. 

turkey ['t3irki] (pi turkeys) « a large bird with 
dark feathers and a loose flap of skin under¬ 
neath its beak that is kept on farms to be 
sold as food; the white meat of this bird, 
traditionally eaten at Christmas and Thanks¬ 
giving. 

Turkey a country in southeastern Europe and 
Western Asia, between the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Black Sea. size: 780,000 sq kms. 
population: 60,700,000 (Turks), capital: An¬ 
kara. MAIN CITY: Istanbul, language: Turkish. 
currency: Turkish lira. 
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Turkish ['t3irkij] o n the language of Turkey, 
o adj: see Turkey □ a Turkish carpet/meal. 

Turkish bath n a bath that involves sitting in 
a hot room filled with steam, being given a 
massage, and then washing in cold water. 

Turkish coffee n strong and usually very 
sweet black coffee. 

Turkish delight n a soft candy that is usually 
pink or white and is cut into small cubes 
and lightly covered in powdered sugar. 

turmeric ['t3:rm3nk] n a spice used to add flavor 
and a yellow color to food, especially curry. 

turmoil ['t3:rmoil] n a state of complete confu¬ 
sion and disorganization □ My mind was in 
turmoil. □ This latest crisis has thrown the govern¬ 
ment into turmoil. 

turn [t3:rn] on-1. a right/left turn the point 
where a road, river etc bends toward the 
right/left □ The road takes a sharp turn inland 
here. -2. sb's turn the time when sb must do 
something or have something done to them 
□ Throw the dice, it's your turn. □ You'll have to 
wait your turn. □ Whose turn is it to drive? ■ to 

take (it in) turns to do sthg to do sthg one af¬ 
ter the other □ We take it in turns to do the 
driving. -3. tof a key, wrist, wheel] an act of 
turning □ Give the handle a turn. -4. a turn of 

events a change or new development in a 
situation □ Nothing had prepared us for this dra¬ 
matic turn of events. ■ to take a turn for the 

better/worse to get better/worse suddenly □ 
The weather/situation seems to have taken a turn 
for the worse. -5. transport a road that leads 
to the left or right from the side of the road 
one is traveling along □ / missed the turn. 
-6. GB [in a theater, on television] a short per¬ 
formance □ The star turn of the evening was a 
brilliant young comic. -7. phrases to do sb a 

good/bad turn to do something that helps/ 
harms sb. ■ a turn of phrase a particular way 
of expressing things in words. ■ the turn of 

the year/century the point where one year/ 
century ends and a new one begins, 
o vf -1. [object, part of one's body] to move 
<sthg> so that it faces a different direction □ 
Turn your chair to face the window. □ He turned 
his back on me. □ / called after her, but she didn't 
even turn her head. -2. [key, knob, handle] to 
take hold of <sthg> and move it in a circle 
around a fixed point □ Turn the steering wheel 
to the left. -3. [page, omelet, steak] to change 
the position of <sthg> so that the side of it 
that was hidden faces upward □ After ten 
minutes, turn the fish and grill the other side. 
-4. to turn one’s mind or thoughts to sthg to 
begin thinking about sthg □ We must turn our 
attention now to the question of deregulation. 
-5. to turn sthg into sthg to change sthg into 
sthg □ He has singlehandedly turned a small soft¬ 
ware firm into a giant of the computing industry. 
-6. to turn a bend/corner to go around a 
bend/corner. 

o vi -1. [car, road, person] to start moving in a 
different direction □ Turn left and continue 
down the road. -2. [person] to move to face in 
a different direction □ Darcy turned to her and 
smiled. -3. [key, knob, handle] The wheels 

turned. □ / heard the sound of his key turning in 
the lock. -4. to turn red/gray/cold etc to be¬ 
come red/gray/cold etc □ Be careful, he could 
turn nasty. □ The leaves were turning yellow. 

♦ in turn adv a phrase used to describe events 
or actions that happen one after the other □ 
He greeted each member of the family in turn. 
□ Mrs Ryan's medical records were sent to the 
hospital, which in turn forwarded them to the 
specialist. 

♦ turn against vt fus to turn against sb to start 
to dislike sb who one used to like □ Even his 
family has decided to turn against him. 

♦ turn around o vt sep -1. to turn sthg around 
[car, object] to move sthg so that it faces the 
opposite direction □ The traffic was so bad we 
turned the car around and went home. -2. to 
turn sthg around [goods, order] to complete 
work on or produce sthg that has been or¬ 
dered by a customer □ The factory can turn 
around the order in two weeks. -3. to turn a 
business around to make an unprofitable 
business profitable again □ Investors are un¬ 
likely to be interested in any banks in trouble until 
they are turned around, o vi to move so that one 
faces the opposite direction a Turn around so I 
can see how the dress looks from the back. 

♦ turn away o vt sep to turn sb away to say 
that sb is not allowed to enter a place □ 
Refugees were being turned away at the border. 
□ We were turned away at the door because 
Doug was wearing jeans, o vi [person] to move 
to face a different direction because one 
does not want to look at something □ Hal 
turned away in disgust. 

♦ turn back vt sep to turn sb/sthg back to 
force sb/sthg to go back to the place they 
came from □ We were turned back at the Swiss 
border. 

♦ turn down vt sep -1. to turn sb/sthg down 
[applicant, offer, proposal] to refuse or reject 
sb/sthg □ My request for a transfer was turned 
down. -2. to turn sthg down [TV, radio, lamp] to 
reduce the amount of sound, heat, light etc 
produced by sthg by turning a switch, knob 
etc □ / asked him to turn down the volume. 

♦ turn in vi [person] to go to bed (informal use). 
♦ turn off o vt fus to turn off a road to leave a 

road and take one going in another direction 
□ Turn off the main road at the next junction, 
o vt sep to turn sthg off [radio, motor, gas] to 
stop sthg working by using a switch, knob 
etc □ Don't forget to turn off the lights when you 
leave. □ / parked and turned the engine off. o vi 
[driver, vehicle] to turn off a road □ We should 
have turned off at Exit 9. 

♦ turn on o vf sep -1. to turn sthg on [engine, 
radio, tap] to make sthg work by using a 
switch, knob etc □ Turn on the heating if you 
feel cold. -2. to turn sb on to make sb sexual¬ 
ly excited (informal use), o vt fus to turn on sb 
to suddenly attack sb. 

♦ turn out o vt sep -1. to turn sthg out [light, 
gas] to stop sthg working by using a switch, 
knob etc □ Did you remember to turn out the 
lights? -2. to turn sthg out [goods, product] to 
produce sthg (informal use) □ At peak times, 
the factory can turn out 500 components an hour. 
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□ Colleges are now turning out a new breed of 
graduate. -3. to turn sb out to make sb leave 
a place, usually permanently □ She was 
turned out by her parents. -4. to turn sthg out 
[pocket, bag, drawer] to empty sthg complete¬ 
ly □ The security guard asked me to turn out my 
briefcase on a table. 

o vi -1. used to describe a surprising or un¬ 
expected fact that one learns about some¬ 
body or something □ The man I was sitting 
next to turned out to be a friend of Max. m it 
turns out that... we discovered later that... □ 
It turns out that they were at college together. 
-2. to turn out well/badly to happen in a way 
that is successful/unsuccessful □ The recipe 
didn't turn out the way it was supposed to. □ 
Martha was pretty wild as a teenager, but she's 
turned out OK. □ The evening turned out to be a 
disaster. -3. [for a game, demonstration) to go to 
see or take part in an event □ Huge crowds 
turned out for the Pope's visit. 

♦ turn over o vf sep -1. to turn sthg over [card, 
stone, page] to turn sthg so that the other' 
side is facing upward □ Turn the page over sd 
that I can see the other side. -2. to turn sthg 
over in one's mind to think about sthg care¬ 
fully □ That evening he turned over Dave's warn¬ 
ing in his mind. -3. to turn sb/sthg over to sb 
[criminal, funds, property] to give sb/sthg to the 
person or organization who should have it □ 
The suspect has been turned over to the French 
authorities. 

o vi -1. [person, animal] to turn one's body 
when one is lying down so that another 
part is facing upward □ He turned over onto 
his back and started snoring. -2. GB [viewer] to 
start watching a different television channel 
□ Can I turn over for the news? 

♦ turn round vt sep & vi = turn around. 
♦ turn to vt fus -1. to turn to sthg [page, chap¬ 

ter, article] to look for sthg in a book, news¬ 
paper etc □ Turn to the vocabulary section on 
page 54. -2. to turn to sb/sthg [friend, religion, 
drink] to try to get help, advice, comfort etc 
from sb/sthg □ / don't know who else to turn to. 

♦ turn up o vt sep to turn sthg up [heating, ra¬ 
dio, light] to increase the amount of heat, 
sound, light etc produced by sthg by turning 
a switch, knob etc □ Turn up the heater, it's 
cold in here, o vi -1. [person] to arrive at a 
place, often unexpectedly (informal use) □ She 
eventually turned up at the party at nine o'clock. □ 
This man turned up at the office asking for you. 
-2. [object] to be found after being lost, espe¬ 
cially when no one has looked for it □ The 
keys finally turned up in Kim's coat pocket. 
-3. [chance, jobl to happen, especially unex¬ 
pectedly □ Opportunities like this don't turn up 
every day. 

turnabout ['t3:rnabautj n a change in some¬ 
thing e.g. somebody’s opinion, that causes it 
to become the opposite of what it was be¬ 
fore □ He's done a complete turnabout on immi¬ 
gration. 

turnaround ['t3:rnoraund] us, turnround [ t3:rn- 
raund] GB « -1. business the time taken for a 
plane, ship etc to unload, take on new pas¬ 
sengers or goods, and leave again □ The 

schedule allows for a twenty-minute turnaround. 
-2. a change in a situation that causes it to 
become the opposite of what it was before, 
usually in a good way a This year we're hop¬ 
ing for an economic turnaround. 

turncoat ['t3:rnkout] n a person who changes 
from one group, political party, ideology etc 
to another and is regarded as a traitor. 

Turner [’t3:rnar], J. M. W. (1775-1851) a Brit¬ 
ish artist, famous for his landscapes. 

Turner, Nat (1800-1831) a US slave who led 
the largest slave revolt in the USA in 1831 
and was later executed, 

turning ['t3:rnig] « GB a road that' leads to the 
left or right from the side of the road one is 
traveling along a Take the second turning on 
your right. 

turning circle n the smallest space within 
which a car can be turned around, 

turning point n a point in time when things 
begin to change so'that a new situation de- 

,f velops □ The move marked a turning point in her 
career. 

turnip [ t3:rnopl « a round yellow-white veg¬ 
etable that grows under the ground, 

turnout ['t3:rnaut] « the number of people 
who go to a public event such as a meeting 
□ It was a poor turnout. 

turnover ['t3:rnouvar] n -1. [of staff, tenants, stu¬ 
dents] the fate at which people join and 
leave an organization, institution etc □ They 
have a very high turnover of staff here. -2. 
finance the amount of money that comes 
into and out of the accounts of a firm in a 
particular period of time □ Annual turnover is 
now $35,500,000. 

turnpike ['t3:rnpaik] n us a major road that 
drivers pay a toll to use □ the New Jersey 
Turnpike. 

turnround n GB = turnaround, 

turn signal n US one of the lights on a car 
that flashes to show which way it is turn¬ 
ing. 

turnstile ['t3:rnstail] n a type of gate, e.g. at a 
stadium, that turns around a fixed point and 
only lets one person pass at one time, 
usually after money has been paid, 

turntable ['t3:rnteibl] n the circular spinning 
part of a record player on which one puts a 
record in order to listen to it. 

turn-up n GB a fold of material at the lower 
end of a pair of trousers, 

turpentine ['t3:rp3ntain] « a colorless oily liq¬ 
uid used to make paint thinner or to remove 
stains made by paint. 

Turpin ['t3:rpsn], Dick (1705-1739) a British 
outlaw who robbed travelers on the road, 

turps [t3irps] n GB = turpentine, 

turquoise ['t3:rkwoiz] o « -1. a blue-green min¬ 
eral; a blue-green stone from this mineral 
that is used in jewelry. -2. a blue-green 
color, o adj that is blue-green in color □ the 
turquoise waters of the Aegean. 

turret [US 't3:r3t, GB W-] « a part of a casde 
or similar building that is like a small tower. 
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turtle ['t3:rtl] {pi turtle or turtles) « an animal 
that lives on land and in water and has a 
round hard shell on its back that it can hide 
its body inside. 

turtledove ['t3:rtldAv] n a type of pigeon that 
makes a soft gentle noise, 

turtleneck ['t3:rtlnek] n a turtleneck (sweater) 
US a sweater that has a high collar that folds 
down; GB a sweater with a short raised col¬ 
lar in the form of a band of material, 

turves [t3:rvz] GB plural of turf, 

tusk [tASk] n one of two long, bony, pointed 
teeth that stick out on either side of the 
mouth of animals such as elephants and 
boars. 

tussle [ltAsl] on a fight between people in 
which they grip each other by the arms and 
pull or push each other □ There was a brief 
tussle, during which one man was hurt, o vi to 
have a tussle. 

tut [tAt] excl a word used to show that one 
disapproves of something that somebody 
else has said or done □ Tut tut! I'm surprised at 
you! 

Tutankhamen [.tuitn'kaiman] (14th century 
BC) King of Egypt from 1361 to 1352 BC. 

tutor ['tju:tar] o n -1. a teacher who gives pri¬ 
vate lessons to an individual or a small 
group □ a piano/math tutor. -2. GB education a 
teacher at a college or university, o vt to 
teach a subject to <sb> individually or as 
part of a small group □ / tutored her in French 
literature for a year. 

tutorial [t-io'toirial] o adj [group, guidance, ad¬ 
vice] that is connected with the work of a 
college or university tutor, o n at college or 
university, a lesson given by a tutor, 

tutu f'tuitu:] n a short skirt worn by ballet 
dancers, made of stiff material with many 
folds. 

tux [tAks] n a tuxedo (informal use), 

tuxedo [tAk'siidou] {pi tuxedos) n -1. a tuxedo 
(jacket) a man’s black or white jacket that is 
worn on formal occasions. -2. a man’s suit 
that includes a tuxedo jacket. 

TV n abbr of television □ / sat up watching TV all 
night. □ a black and white TV a a TV program. 

TVA n abbr of Tennessee Valley Authority. 

TV dinner n a complete meal that is sold in a 
packet and only needs to be heated before 
eating. 

TVP {abbr of textured vegetable protein) n a 
type of vegetarian food that has been made 
to look like meat. 

twaddle [‘twDdl] n nonsense (informal use). 

Twain [twein], Mark (1835-1910) a US writer 
who is famous for his humor and use of dia¬ 
lect. His work includes The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckle¬ 
berry Finn. 

twang [twaer)] o n -1. the sound made by a 
tight wire, string, or piece of elastic when it 
vibrates after it has been hit, pulled etc □ 
The string broke with a loud twang. -2. a nasal 
tone of voice o She speaks with a real twang. 

o vt [guitar, string, wire] to cause <sthg> to 
make a twang by hitting, pulling it etc. o vi 
[wire, string] The springs made a twanging sound. 

tweak [twi:k] vf [nose, ear] to pull or twist 
<sthg> between one’s finger and thumb (in¬ 

formal use). 

twee [twi:] adj GB [village, picture] that is too 
pretty or sentimental (disapproving use), 

tweed [twi:d] n thick woolen cloth, usually 
woven with several different colors □ a 

tweed suit/coat/jacket. 

tweet [twi:t] vi [bird] to make one or more 
short, quiet, high-pitched sounds, 

tweezers ['twkza'zj npl a device consisting of 
two long thin pieces of metal joined at one 
end, used for picking up small objects or 
pulling out hairs from one’s body □ a pair of 
tweezers. 

twelfth [twelfG] num 12th; number 12 in a se¬ 
ries; see also fifth. 

Twelfth Night n the evening of January 5, 
the last day of the festival of Christmas, 

twelve [twelv] num the number 12; see also 
five. 

twentieth ['twentiaG] num 20th; number 20 in 
a series; see also fiftieth. 

twenty ['twenti] {pi twenties) num the number 
20; see also fifty. 

twenty-twenty vision n perfect eyesight, 

twerp [tw3irp] « a person who one thinks is 
foolish (informal use). 

twice [twais] adv & predet two times □ It's hap¬ 
pened twice already. □ twice a day/year □ He earns 
twice as much as I do. □ She is twice my age. 

twiddle ['twidl] o vt [knob, stick, hair] to keep 
turning <sthg> around with small move¬ 
ments of one’s fingers □ He twiddled the dial 
on the radio, o vi to twiddle with sthg to twist 
sthg in a playful or careless way □ She sat 
twiddling with her hair. 

twig [twig] n a small, thin, woody part of a 
tree or bush that is smaller than a branch □ 
a dead twig. 

twilight ['twailait] n -1. the early evening 
when it is beginning to grow dark. -2. the 
twilight of sthg [of somebody’s life, career] the 
final stages of sthg. 

twill [twil] n a strong cloth woven with a pat¬ 
tern of parallel diagonal lines, 

twin [twin] o adj -1. a twin brother/sister a 
boy/girl who is bom at the same time as an¬ 
other child of the same mother □ She has 
twin girls/boys. -2. twin peaks/towers etc two 
peaks/towers etc that are close together and 
look very similar to one another. ■ twin 
beds/engines etc two beds/engines etc that 
look like each other and are intended to be 
used together. -3. twin aspects/aims etc two 
aspects/aims etc that are similar or linked to 
each other, o n either of two children born 
at the same time to the same mother □ iden¬ 
tical twins. 

twin-bedded [-'bedsd] adj a twin-bedded room 
a room that contains two matching single 
beds □ a twin-bedded room with shower. 
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twine [twain] o « a type of strong string, o vt 
to twine sthg around sthg to twist sthg 
around sthg □ She twined the gold chain around 
her wrist. 

twin-engined [-'end3and] adj [plane, jet] that is 
powered by two identical engines. 

twinge [twind3] « -1. a sudden sharp pain □ / 
felt a twinge in my leg. -2. a twinge of guilt/ 
fear etc a sudden slight feeling of guilt/fear 
etc □ He felt a twinge of jealousy as he saw 
them laughing together. 

Twinkie™ ['twiijki] n us a small cake filled 
with cream. 

twinkle ['twigkl] o « -l. [of a star] a light that 
keeps changing from dim to bright. -2. [in 

somebody's eye] a bright and lively look, es¬ 
pecially of somebody who is smiling, excit¬ 
ed etc. o vi -1. [star, light] to shine with a 
twinkle. -2. [eyes] to have a twinkle. 

twin room n a room in a hotel with two 
separate single beds. 
NOTE: Compare single room, double room. 

twinset ['twinset] n GB a woman’s matching 
sweater and cardigan. 

twin town n a town that has formed special 
links with another town in a foreign coun- 
try. 

twirl [tw3:rl] o vt -1. [baton, stick, umbrella] to 

cause <sthg> to spin around rapidly □ The 
cheerleaders came on, twirling their batons. 
-2. [knob, moustache] to twist <sthg> around, 

o vi [dancer, model] to spin around. 

twist [twist] o vt -1. [rope, cloth, hair] to turn 
<sthg> around, especially by moving only 
one part or two parts in opposite directions 
□ She twisted the strands of hair together to form 
a neat braid, m to twist sthg around sthg to 
wind sthg around sthg □ / had to twist the 
wire around the terminal several times to make a 
good contact. -2. [metal, frame] to cause 
<sthg> to lose its proper or usual shape □ 
Their faces were twisted with anger. -3. [knob, 

dial, lid] to turn <sthg> so that it moves 
around □ 'Twist top to open.' -4. [ankle, wrist, 

neck] to hurt <a part of one’s body> by 
moving it too suddenly or in an unusual di¬ 
rection □ / fell and twisted my ankle. -5. [words] 

to unfairly change <sthg that somebody has 
said>, especially in order to get some ad¬ 
vantage for oneself □ Stop trying to twist every¬ 
thing I say! 
o vi -1. [road, river] to keep changing direc¬ 
tion by bending to the left and right. 
-2. [person] to move a part of one’s body 
around □ He twisted and struggled to get free. □ 
She twisted around in her chair to face me. 
o n -1. [in a rope, hose] a part of something 
that is twisted; [in a road, river] a sharp bend 
□ The road was full of twists and turns. -2. to 
give sthg a twist [cap, knob, screw] to turn 
sthg sharply □ To close/open the jar, you simply 
give the lid a twist. -3. [in a book, movie, story) a 
sudden and unexpected development □ a 
twist of fate □ Ah, but there's a twist at the end 
of the story! 

twisted [’twistad] adj -1. [person, mind] that en¬ 
joys things that most people find unpleasant 

tycoon 

□ You have a twisted sense of humor! -2. [logic, 
reasoning] that seems strange. 

twister [ twistor| n US a tornado (informal use), 

twisty [’twisti] (compar twistier, superl twist- 
iest) adj [line, road] that is not straight but 
has many twists (informal use), 

twit [twit] n a person who one thinks is fool¬ 
ish (informal use). 

twitch [twitf] o n a sudden uncontrolled 
movement of a muscle, e.g. in one's face □ a 

nervous twitch, o vt [nose, ears! to cause <a 
part of one's body> to make small sudden 
movements □ The rabbit twitched its nose, o vi 
[muscle, eye, body) His left eye began to twitch. 

twitter [’twit3r] vi -1. [bird] to make short 
high-pitched sounds. -2. [person] to speak 
quickly in a high-pitched voice, usually 
about unimportant things (disapproving use), 

two [tui] Hum the number 2; see also five. ■ in 
two into two pieces □ We cut/broke it in two. 

two-bit adj US that is not very valuable or im¬ 
portant (disapproving use), 

two-dimensional adj -1. [picture, image] that is 
drawn, painted, reproduced etc on a flat sur¬ 
face. -2. a two-dimensional character a char¬ 
acter in a book, play etc who is not con¬ 
vincing because they are too simple, 

two-door adj [car] that has two doors, 

twofaced [,tu:'feist] adj [person] who says that 
they feel or believe something when they 
do not (disapproving use), 

twofold ['tuifoold] o adj -1. [advantage, prob¬ 

lem] that consists of two things or parts □ 
The reasons for this decision are twofold. -2. 

[increase, growth] that makes something 
twice as big, large etc as it was before, 
o adv [increase, grow] Sales have gone up two¬ 
fold in the same period this year. 

two-handed [-’haendsd] adj [sword, weapon, 

stroke] that requires the use of both hands, 

two-percent milk n US milk that has had 
about half the cream removed, 

two-piece adj a two-piece suit/swimsuit a 
suit/swimsuit that consists of two separate 
but matching parts. 

two-ply adj [tissue, wood] that has two layers; 
[wool] that is made up of two strands, 

two-seater n a car or aircraft with two seats, 

twosome ['tuisam] n a group of two people or 
things (informal use). 

two-stroke o adj a two-stroke engine an en¬ 
gine in which the piston moves up and 
down once in each cycle, o « a two-stroke 
engine. 

two-time vt to deceive <the person one is 
having a romantic or sexual relationship 
with> by having a secret relationship with 
somebody else (informal use), 

two-tone adj [shoes, car] that has two colors 
or two shades of the same color, 

two-way adj -1. [traffic, discussion, trade] in 
both directions. -2. a two-way radio a radio 
that sends and receives messages. 

TX abbr of Texas. 

tycoon [tai'kum] n a rich and powerful 
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businessman or businesswoman □ the media 
tycoon, Bob Connors. 

Tyler ['taibr], Wat (died 1381) a British revo¬ 
lutionary who led the Peasants’ Revolt, de¬ 
manding civil rights for peasants. 

Tyneside [’tainsaid] an area of northeastern 
England that used to be an important center 
for coalmining and shipbuilding, 

type [taip] on-1. a particular kind of person 
or thing □ What type of house are you looking 
for? □ There are various types of insurance avail¬ 
able. □ blood type O. -2. a person who has 
characteristics that cause them to be de¬ 
scribed in a particular way □ She's the steady 
hardworking type. □ He's not the type ^ to take 
risks. ■ he's/she's not my type I'm not physi¬ 
cally attracted to him/her. -3. printing print¬ 
ed letters and characters □ The text should be 
in bold/italic type, o vt [letter, document] to 
write <sthg> using a typewriter or word 
processor □ He can type 60 words a minute, 
o vi to write using a typewriter or word 
processor □ Can you type? 

♦ type up vt sey to type sthg up [report, notes] 

to type all of sthg that has been written by 
hand □ Can you type this up for me? 

typecast [US 'taipksest, GB -ka:st] {yt & yy type¬ 
cast) vt to give <an actor or actress> the 
same type of role all the time □ She's wary of 
being typecast as the dumb blonde. 

typeface f'taipfeis] n a particular size or style 
of printed letters and characters, 

typescript [’taipskript] n a copy of a text that 
has been typed. 

typeset ['taipset] (yt & yy typeset, cont type¬ 
setting) vt [document, text] to prepare <a 
piece of writing> so that it can be printed in 
a particular format and typeface, 

typesetter ['taipsetor] n a person or machine 
that prepares text on a page before it is 
printed. 

typesetting ['taipsetirj] n the job or business 
of a typesetter. 

typewriter l'taiprait3r] n a machine with a 
keyboard that prints characters onto paper 
as the person using it strikes the keys □ an 
electronic typewriter. 

typhoid ['taifoid] « typhoid (fever) a very seri¬ 
ous infectious disease, caused by contami¬ 
nated food or water, that produces fever, a 
red rash, and stomach pain with diarrhea, 

typhoon [tai'fuin] ti a violent tropical storm 
like a hurricane that occurs in the western 
Pacific Ocean. 

typhus ['taifas] n a serious infectious disease 
that is given to humans by insects such as 
lice and fleas and causes severe fever and 
headaches. 

typical 1'tipikl] adj [reaction, reply, pattern] that 
is what one expects from a particular person 
or thing because of the way they usually are 
□ I live in a typical northern town. □ That sort of 
rudeness is typical of him. □ ''They're going to be 
late." — "Typical!" 

typically ['tipikli] adv -1. usually □ This plant is 
typically found in mountainous regions. -2. a 

word used to show that one thinks that an 
action, situation etc is typical of somebody 
or something □ The menu is typically Chinese. □ 
Typically, he changed his mind at the last minute. 

typify ['tipifai] {yt & yy typified) vt -1. [work, 

approach] to be typical of <sthg> □ the ruth¬ 
lessness that typifies his way of doing business. 
-2. [type, attitude] to be a typical example of 
<sthg> □ She typifies the modern career wom¬ 

an. 

typing ['taipig] n the act of operating a type¬ 
writer; the text produced by a typewriter □ 
Her typing is very accurate. □ two pages of typing 
□ What's your typing speed? 

typing error « a mistake made by a typist, 

typing pool n a group of typists who type for 
members of an office; the area in an office 
where these typists sit. 

typist ['taipast] n a person who operates a 
typewriter, especially as a job. 

typo ['taipoo] « a mistake in the way a word 
is printed, made by a typist or typesetter. 

typographic(al) error [taipo.graefikfl)-] « = 
typo (formal use). 

typography [tai’pDgrsfi] n -1. the work of ar¬ 
ranging a text for printing and choosing its 
style and appearance. -2. the style and ap¬ 
pearance of the print in a book, document 
etc. 

tyrannical [ts'raemkl] adj [person, ruler, regime] 

that allows people very litde freedom and 
treats them harshly. 

tyranny ['tirsni] n [of a regime, ruler] a tyranni¬ 
cal form of government or control; [of a per¬ 

son] tyrannical behavior □ her desire to escape 
from the tyranny of family life. 

tyrant [’tairsnt] n a person or ruler who is ty¬ 
rannical □ Their father was a real tyrant. 

tyre l'taiar] n GB a round piece of rubber that 
is filled with air and fits around the outside 
of a wheel of a road vehicle. 

Tyrol [ti'rooi]: the Tyrol a mountainous prov¬ 
ince of western Austria that is popular for 
skiing. 

Tyrolean [.tiro'liron], Tyrolese [.tirs'lhz] « & 
adj-. see Tyrol, 

tzar [za:r] n = czar. 

u [ju:] (yl u's or us), U [ju:] {yl U's or Us) n the 
twenty-first letter of the English alphabet. 

♦ U {abbr of universal) a symbol for classifying 
movies and videotapes in Britain, showing 
that they are suitable for all viewers. 

UAE n abbr of United Arab Emirates. 
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UAW (abbr of United Automobile Workers) n 
the UAW a US labor union for motor vehicle 
manufacturing workers. 

UB40 [,ju:bi:'fo:rti] (abbr of unemployment ben¬ 

efit form 40) n an official card used by unem¬ 
ployed people in Britain when they register 
for unemployment benefit. 

U-bend n a U-shaped bend in a toilet pipe. 

ubiquitous [jui'bikwatas] adj that seems to ap¬ 
pear, happen, or exist everywhere at once 
(formal use). 

UCLA n abbr of the University of California at 

Los Angeles. 

UDA (abbr of Ulster Defence Association) n the 

UDA a Protestant paramilitary organization 
whose aim is to keep Northern Ireland as 
part of the UK. 

udder ['Ada1) n a bag of skin under the body 
of a cow, goat etc that contains the glands 
that produce milk. 

UDI (abbr of unilateral declaration of independ¬ 

ence) n a declaration of independence made 
by a state without the agreement of the 
country that it has been controlled by. 

UDR (abbr of Ulster Defence Regiment) n the 

UDR an official Protestant paramilitary force 
in Northern Ireland. In 1992 it became part 
of the Royal Irish Regiment. 

UEFA [ju'eifs] (abbr of Union of European Foot¬ 

ball Associations) n the organization in char¬ 
ge of professional soccer in Europe. 

UFC (abbr of Universities Funding Council) n 
the UFC the British government organization 
responsible for funding universities. 

UFO (abbr of unidentified flying object) n an 
object believed to be a spaceship in which 
creatures from another planet visit the 
Earth. It is often said to be shaped like a 
saucer with bright flashing lights. 

Uganda [ju'gasnda] a country in eastern Cen¬ 
tral Africa, west of Kenya, size: 237,000 sq 
kms. population: 18,700,000 (Ugandans). 
capital: Kampala, language: English, curren¬ 

cy: Ugandan shilling. 

ugh [Ag] excl a noise used to show that one 
dislikes something strongly or is disgusted 
by it. 

ugly [’Agli] (compar uglier, super! ugliest) adj 
-1. [person, object, building! that is not attrac¬ 
tive to look at □ Newark seemed an ugly kind 
of place. -2. [situation, fight] that seems fright¬ 
ening or dangerous □ There were ugly scenes 
as police clashed with demonstrators. 

UHF (abbr of ultra-high frequency) n a range of 
radio frequencies between 3,000 and 300 
MHz, used for TV broadcasts. 

UHT (abbr of ultra-heat treated) adj UHT milk 

milk that has been heated to a high tem¬ 
perature so that it lasts longer than ordinary 
milk. 

UK n abbr of United Kingdom □ He was born in 
the UK. a a UK resident. 

Ukraine [ju'krein] a country in southeastern 
Europe, on the Black Sea between Russia 
and Romania, size: 604,000 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 51,700,000 (Ukrainians), capital: Kiev. 
language: Ukrainian, currency: hrivna. 

ukulele [Juika'leili] n a musical instrument 
with four strings that is like a small guitar. 

ulcer ['aIss1) n a sore area on the skin or on 
the inside of an organ that is difficult to heal 
□ a stomach ulcer. 

ulcerated ['Alsareitad] adj [stomach, mouth, leg] 
that has ulcers on it or inside it. 

Ulster ['Alst3r] = Northern Ireland. ■ the Ulster 

Democratic Unionist Party a political party in 
Northern Ireland supported by Protestants 
who believe that Northern Ireland should 
remain part of the United Kingdom. 

Ulsterman ['Alstahnsn] (pi Ulstermen [-man]) n 
a man who comes from or lives in Ulster. 

Ulster Unionist n a Protestant who believes 
Northern Ireland should remain part of the 
United Kingdom. 

Ulsterwoman ['Alst3rwom3n] (pi Ulsterwomen) 

n a woman who comes from or lives in Ul¬ 
ster. 

ulterior [Al'ti3ri3r] adj an ulterior motive the 
real reason why one does something, that 
one hides from other people and tries to 
keep secret □ / can't help suspecting him of ulte¬ 
rior motives. 

ultimata [.Alti'meits] plural of ultimatum. 

ultimate ['Altimst] o adj -1. the ultimate aim/ 

objective etc the main aim/objective etc that 
one intends to achieve at the end of a peri¬ 
od of time or a process □ Our ultimate aim is 
to merge the operations of the two companies. 
-2. the ultimate authority/challenge etc the 
most important and final authority/challenge 
etc □ The ultimate responsibility lies with the di¬ 
rector. On to be the ultimate in sthg [in luxury, 
technology] to be the best or most advanced 
kind of sthg □ This laptop is the ultimate in hi- 
tech. 

ultimately ['Altimstli] adv -1. [reach, achieve, 
succeed] finally and as the result of a long 
process □ Pollution could ultimately lead to these 
cities becoming uninhabitable. -2. ultimately,... a 
word used to emphasize one's basic conclu¬ 
sion after considering a situation, problem 
etc □ Ultimately, there's not a great deal we can 
do about it. 

ultimatum [.Alti’meitsm] (pi ultimatums or ulti¬ 

mata) n a final warning one gives to some¬ 
body that tells them what one will do if 
they do not do what one wants □ The hijack¬ 
ers delivered an ultimatum: hand over the money 
or the hostages will die. 

ultra- [’Altra] prefix added to a word to show 
that a particular quality or state is extreme □ 
ultra-clean/-cautious □ an ultra-right-wing politician. 

ultramarine bAltrsms'riin] « a very bright blue 
color. 

ultrasonic [.Altra'snnik] adj [sound wave] that is 
higher than the human ear can hear; [equip¬ 
ment, device! that uses ultrasonic sound 
waves. 

ultrasound ['Altrssaund] n -1. sound produced 
at frequencies above the range of human 
hearing. -2. an ultrasound (scan) a medical 
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examination in which ultrasound is used to 
allow doctors to see an image of the inside 
of part of a patient’s body. 

ultraviolet [.Altra'vaiabt] adj ultraviolet light 
light that comes from the sun and is beyond 
the violet end of the visible range of colors. 
It can make the skin darker or, in large 
amounts, cause skin diseases. 

Uluru ['uiloru:] the Aboriginal name, and offi¬ 
cial name, for Ayers Rock. 

W ULURU 
Uluru is the official name of Ayers Rock, a 
very large rock in the Uluru National Park, 
in Northern Territory, Australia. It is the 
largest rock in the world: 348 meters (1,158 
feet) high, 3.6 kilometers (2.2 miles) long, 
and 2.4 kilometers (1.5 miles) wide. For 
thousands of years it was a sacred place for 
local Aboriginal people, who called it Uluru, 
meaning “great pebble”. 

um [aih] excl a sound used when one does not 
know what to say next □ Um, I don't know. 

umbilical cord [Am.bihkl-] n the tube that 
connects a fetus to the wall of its mother’s 
womb. 

umbrage ['Ambrid3] n to take umbrage to be¬ 
come angry or offended because of some¬ 
thing □ She took umbrage at one or two of my 
remarks. 

umbrella [Am'breb] o « -1. a device consisting 
of a metal frame that is covered in material 
and attached to a stick and can be opened 
to protect one from rain. -2. [on a beach, ter¬ 

race] a large umbrella that is fixed in one po¬ 
sition, especially over a table, to protect 
people from the sun □ Janine sat under a 
large umbrella, o adj -1. an umbrella group/ 
organization a group/organization that in¬ 
cludes a number of other groups, organiza¬ 
tions etc. -2. an umbrella term/word a term/ 
word that includes a number of similar 
things. 

UMIST ['juimist] (abbr of University of Man¬ 
chester Institute of Science and Technology) n 
a leading scientific university in Manchester, 
England. 

umpire ['Ampai3r] o n in some sports such as 
baseball and tennis, a person whose job is 
to make sure that the rules are obeyed dur¬ 
ing play, o vt to act as umpire during <a 
game or match>. o vi: A New Zealander was 
umpiring. 

umpteen [,Amp'ti:n] adj umpteen times a very 
large number of times (informal use) □ She's 
been given umpteen warnings. 

umpteenth [,Amp'ti:n0] adj the umpteenth time 
the most recent in a large number of times 
(informal use) □ This is the umpteenth time I've 
told you. 

UINI n abbr of United Nations □ a UN peacekeep¬ 
ing mission. 

unabashed [.Ana'baeft] adj to be unabashed to 
seem not to be embarrassed or ashamed 
(formal use) □ She continued, unabashed. 

unabated [.Ana'beitad] adj to continued unabat¬ 
ed to continue without decreasing, or get¬ 
ting less strong □ The rain continued unabated. 

unable [An'eibl] adj to be unable to do sthg not 
to be able to do sthg □ Stress left him unable 
to sleep. □ Unfortunately I'm unable to help you. 

unabridged [,An3'brid3d] adj [text, edition] that 
is complete, with no parts taken out. 

unacceptable [.Aiiak'septabl] adj [proposal, con¬ 
dition, solution] that one disagrees with or 
finds unsatisfactory; [behavior, rudeness] that 
one strongly disapproves of and cannot ac¬ 
cept □ The policy is simply unacceptable to the 
majority of the population. □ Absenteeism has 
reached unacceptable levels. 

unaccompanied [.Ana'kAmpsmd] adj -1. [child, 
guest] who is alone in a particular place or 
situation; [luggage] that is transported sepa¬ 
rately from its owner □ Children are not al¬ 
lowed in unaccompanied. -2. [song, choir] that is 
not accompanied by musical instruments □ 
music for unaccompanied voices. 

unaccountably [.Ans'kauntabli] adv [delayed, 
lost, omitted] for no clear reason □ Our luggage 
was unaccountably delayed in Amsterdam. 

unaccounted [.Ana'kauntsd] adj to be unac¬ 
counted for [person, money] to be missing □ 
Twenty passengers and one crew member are 
still unaccounted for. 

unaccustomed [.Ana'kAstsmd] adj -1. to be un¬ 
accustomed to sthg not to be familiar with 
sthg so that one finds it strange o Being unac¬ 
customed to such treatment, I demanded an apol¬ 
ogy. -2. [lateness, friendliness, rudeness] that is 
not usually expected from a particular per¬ 
son or thing (formal use), 

unadulterated [.Ans'dAltsreitad] adj -1. [food, 
wine] that has nothing added to it. -2. a 
word used to emphasize the great extent of 
something □ It was sheer unadulterated blissl 

unadventurous r.Anad'ventfaras] adj [person, 
organization] that does not want to take risks; 
[project, book, movie] that does not tty to do 
anything unusual or interesting, 

unaffected [.Ans'fektad] adj -1. to be unaffect¬ 
ed to stay the same, without changing or 
being harmed □ Your rights as a consumer are 
unaffected by this guarantee. -2. [person, man¬ 
ner, charm] that seems natural and pleasant, 

unafraid [.Ana'freid] adj [person] who does not 
feel any fear □ He carried on, unafraid. 

unaided [.An'eidad] o adj [work, attempt, effort] 
that does not involve the help of anybody 
or anything else, o adv [walk, stand] He 
climbed to the top unaided. 

unambiguous [.Anasm'bigjuss] adj [statement, 
reply, gesture] whose meaning is clear and 
cannot be misunderstood. 

un-American [,An-] adj [behavior, thinking] that 
is not the usual way of doing things in the 
USA. ■ un-American activities political activ¬ 
ities that are thought to be harmful to the 
USA. 

unanimity [.juina'nimati] n complete agree¬ 
ment among a group of people □ There was 
complete unanimity as to what should be done. 
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unanimous [jui'naemmas] adj [verdict, decision, 
opinion] that involves complete agreement 
among a group of people; [people] who are 
in complete agreement □ The newspapers 
were unanimous in their outrage. □ The verdict 
was unanimous. 

unanimously [jui'naemmasli] adv [decide, pass] 

with nobody disagreeing □ The motion was 
passed unanimously. 

unannounced [.Ana'naunst] adv [arrive, appear] 
without anyone being told in advance □ You 
walk in unannounced and expect me to drop 
everything for you? 

unanswered [US .An'asnsrd, GB -'a:nsad] adj 
[question, letter] that has not been answered 
□ My letters went unanswered. 

unappealing [,Ana'pirlirj] adj [characteristic, qual¬ 
ity, aspect] that one does not find attractive, 

unappetizing, -ising [.An'eepataizirj] adj [food] 
that one does not want to eat, e.g. because 
of the way it looks. 

unapproachable kAns'proutJabl] adj [person] 
who is difficult to talk to because they seem 
cold and unfriendly □ His colleagues found him 
unapproachable and distant. 

unarmed [,An'a:rmd] adj [person] who is not 
carrying any weapons □ They shot an unarmed 
civilian. 

unarmed combat n a type of fighting in 
which no weapons are used, 

unashamed [.Ana'Jeimd] adj [luxury, delight, 
greed] that one feels no guilt or embarrass¬ 
ment about. 

unassuming [.Ana'sjuimir)] adj [person] who 
seems modest and does not draw attention 
to themselves □ a small, thin, unassuming man. 

unattached [.Ana'tBetJt] adj -1. [object, part, 
building] that is not fastened or joined to 
anything; [organization, group] independent. 
-2. [person] who is not married and does not 
have a sexual or romantic relationship with 
anyone □ He's over thirty and he's still unat¬ 
tached. 

unattended [.Ana'tendad] adj [luggage, vehicle, 
store] that has nobody looking after it □ Do 
not leave your personal belongings unattended. 

unattractive [.Ana'trasktiv] adj -1. [person, build¬ 
ing] that has an appearance or qualities that 
one does not find pleasant □ Men wearing 
ponytails look so unattractive! -2. [idea, prospect] 
that one cannot be enthusiastic about be¬ 
cause it is not pleasant □ The prospect of a 
week in the sun was not unattractive. 

unauthorized, -ised [.An'oiGaraizd] adj [entry, 
visit, biography] that has been made or done 
without official permission; [person] who 
does not have official permission to do 
something □ 'No unauthorized entry.' □ 'Access 
prohibited to unauthorized personnel.' 

unavailable [.Ana'veitabl] adj -1. to be unavail¬ 
able to be unable or unwilling to speak to or 
meet people □ Last night the President was un¬ 
available for comment. -2. to be unavailable 
[product, services] to be impossible to obtain, 

unavoidable [.Ana'voidabl] adj [delay, conse¬ 

quences, meeting] that cannot be prevented □ 
The delays were, unfortunately, unavoidable. 

unavoidably [.Ana'voidabh] adv [delayed, de¬ 
tained] see unavoidable. 

unaware fAna'weo1] adj to be unaware of sthg 

not to know about sthg □ She was quite un¬ 
aware of what had happened/him being there. □ / 
was unaware that they had arrived. 

unawares [lAn3'wearz] adv to catch or take sb 

unawares [question, arrival, attack] to surprise 
sb so much that they are unable to react im¬ 
mediately □ She caught her opponent complete¬ 
ly unawares. 

unbalanced [.An'baebnst] adj -1. [account, arti¬ 
cle, view] that gives too much importance to 
one side or version of the facts. -2. [person, 
mind] that seems slightly crazy □ Charlotte 
was found to be mentally unbalanced. 

unbearable [An'bearabl] adj [person] whom one 
dislikes very much; [pain, noise, heat] that is 
too unpleasant, painful etc to bear □ The 
smell had become unbearable. 

unbearably [An'bearabli] adv unbearably hot/ 

painful etc so hot/painful etc that it is diffi¬ 
cult to bear □ It was unbearably noisy in there. 

unbeatable [An'biitabl] adj -1. [performance, 
power, quality] that is much better than any¬ 
thing else of the same kind □ Come and see 
our new range of sofas, all at unbeatable prices! 
-2. [team, player] who cannot be defeated, 

unbeaten [An'bhtn] adj [team, record] that has 
not yet been beaten □ Pittsburgh extended 
their unbeaten run to 12 games. 

unbecoming [,Anbi'kAirur)] adj [dress, color, be¬ 
havior] that is not attractive or appropriate 
(formal use). 

unbeknown(st) [,Anbi'noun(st)] adv unbe¬ 

knownst) to sb without sb knowing □ 
Unbeknown(st) to him, a decision had already 
been reached. 

unbelievable [.Anba'luvabl] adj -1. [arrogance, 
skill, stupidity] that is so great that it is sur¬ 
prising □ We were under unbelievable pressure. 
-2. [story, alibi] that is difficult to believe be¬ 
cause it is not very likely □ I found her version 
of events pretty unbelievable. 

unbelievably [,Anba'li:v3bli] adv -1. unbe¬ 
lievably stupid/bad etc very stupid/bad 
etc □ He was unbelievably rude to me. -2. a 
word used to show that one finds some¬ 
thing very surprising □ Unbelievably, no one 
even noticed. 

unbending [,An'bendir|] adj [attitude, person] 
thqt is very strict and is unwilling to change, 

unbent [.An'bent] past tense & past participle of 
unbend. 

unbia(s)sed [An'baiast] adj [account, view, atti¬ 
tude] that does not prefer one particular side 
in a situation such as an argument or com¬ 
petition and so is fair. 

unblemished [An'blemiJ't] adj [reputation, record] 
that has not been spoiled in any way □ The 
senator has an unblemished record on support for 
civil rights issues. 

unblock [.An'blnk] vt [drain, tunnel, pipe] to re- 
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move an object that is blocking <sthg> so 
that it is clear again. 

unbolt [,An'boult] vt [door, window] to move the 
bolt on <sthg> into a position that allows it 
to be opened. 

unborn [,An'bo:rn] adj [child, baby] that has not 
yet been bom. 

unbreakable [.An'breikabl] adj [object] that is 
made strongly so that it cannot be broken □ 
unbreakable glass. 

unbridled [An'braidld] adj [greed, lust] that is 
very strong and is not controlled □ a tale of 
unbridled passion. 

unbroken [An'brookan] adj [line, series] that 
continues without stopping □ The team has 
enjoyed an unbroken run of five victories. 

unbutton [.An'bAtn] vt [coat, shirt] to undo the 
buttons that fasten <sthg>. 

uncalled-for [An'kodd-] adj [remark, criticism] a 
word used to describe something somebody 
has said that is unreasonable or unfair □ That 
was uncalled-for — / think you should apologize. 

uncanny [An'kaeni] (compar uncannier, superl 
uncanniest) adj [coincidence, similarity] that is 
strange and mysterious □ She bears an uncan¬ 
ny resemblance to my sister. 

uncared-for [An'ke3rd-[ adj [person] who has 
not been looked after properly and so is 
dirty, ill etc. 

uncaring [.An'kesrird adj [person, attitude] that 
shows no sympathy for other people’s feel¬ 
ings or suffering. 

unceasing [An'siisir)] adj [devotion, loyalty] that 
continues without stopping (formal use), 

unceremonious [.Ansera'mounjas] adj [depar¬ 

ture, dismissal] that is done suddenly, quickly, 
and rudely. 

unceremoniously [.Ansers'mounjash] adv. see 
unceremonious □ He was unceremoniously 
stripped of his title. 

uncertain [An's3:rtn] adj -1. to be uncertain 
[person] to be unsure or not to know some¬ 
thing definitely; [plans] not to be definite or 
clear □ We're uncertain of the final result. □ She 
paused, uncertain how to continue. □ It is uncer¬ 
tain whether the rebels will leave without putting 
up a fight. ■ in no uncertain terms very clearly 
and forcefully □ She told me in no uncertain 
terms that she thought I was wrong. -2. 
[weather, outcome] that cannot be predicted 
□ The firm faces an uncertain future. 

unchain [.An'tfein] vt [bicycle, boat] to remove 
the chain that fastens <sthg> to something 
else. 

unchallenged [,An'tfael3nd3d] adj [authority, lead¬ 

ership, version] that is accepted without dis¬ 
agreement □ We cannot allow this statement to 
go unchallenged. 

unchanged [,An'tJeind3d] adj to be/remain un¬ 
changed [position, circumstances] to be/stay 
the same for a period of time □ The situation 
remains unchanged. 

unchanging [,An'tfeind3ig] adj [expression, way 

of life, mentality] that does not change, 

uncharacteristic [.Ankaerakts'ristik] adj [behav¬ 

ior, silence, friendliness] that is not typical of a 
particular person □ "/ see no prospect of im¬ 
provement, " he said, with uncharacteristic gloom. 

uncharitable [An'tfaeratabl] adj [person, com¬ 
ment, feelings] that is not fair or kind about 
somebody □ It would be uncharitable to say he s 
fat; he's just a little overweight. 

uncharted [.An'tfadtad] adj -1. [area, territory] 
that is not recorded on maps. -2. uncharted 
waters or seas a situation that is not familiar 
□ Her second novel definitely takes her into un¬ 
charted waters, but she manages it very well. 

unchecked [.An'tfekt] o adj [expansion, develop¬ 
ment, growth] that is not stopped from con¬ 
tinuing. o adv [expand, develop, grow] Industrial 
growth continued unchecked. 

uncivilized, -ised [An'sivalaizd] adj -1. [person, 
society] that is considered to be less devel¬ 
oped or advanced than others. -2. [behavior] 
that is considered to be unacceptable, often 
because it is very rude, violent, or cruel □ / 
hate boxing, I think it's barbaric and uncivilized. 

unclassified [.An'klaessfaid] adj politics [docu¬ 
ment, information] that is not secret and can 
be read by members of the public, 

uncle ['Agkl] n the brother of one’s mother or 
father, or the husband of a one’s aunt, 

unclean [.An'klirn] adj -1. [water] that is dirty 
and not fit to drink. -2. [food, person, 
thoughts] that is considered morally unaccep¬ 
table, especially for religious reasons, 

unclear [,An'kli3r] adj -1. [meaning, instructions] 
that is complicated or badly expressed and 
so not easy to understand □ This paragraph is 
very unclear. -2. [future, motive] that is difficult 
to be certain about □ It is now unclear whether 
talks will take place or not. -3. to be unclear 
about sthg not to understand sthg properly □ 
I'm still unclear about what you want me to do. 

Uncle Sam [-'saem] an imaginary person, used 
as a symbol for the USA or the US govern¬ 
ment. He is pictured as an old man with a 
white beard and the US flag on his hat □ We 
have to pay Uncle Sam half of our salary. 

Uncle Tom [-'tDm] o the hero of the novel 
Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
He is a black slave who is murdered by his 
owner, o tt a black person who is too eager 
to please white people (disapproving use), 

uncomfortable [,An'kAmft3rbl] adj -1. [furniture, 
clothing, position] that feels unpleasant or 
causes slight pain and so makes it difficult 
for one to relax; [person] who does not feel 
relaxed because of an unpleasant physical 
feeling caused by their clothing, position etc 
□ These shoes are so uncomfortable. -2. [fact, 
truth] that is difficult to accept or deal with 
because it is unpleasant □ They could make life 
very uncomfortable for me if they chose to. 
-3. [person] who is slightly worried or em¬ 
barrassed □ / felt uncomfortable asking for piore 
money. 

uncomfortably [,An'kAmft3rbh] adv -1. [sit, 
stand] in a way that shows one feels uncom¬ 
fortable. -2. [laugh, smile] in a way that 
shows one is nervous. -3. uncomfortably 
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hot/crowded etc hot/crowded etc in a way 
that feels unpleasant □ His guess was uncom¬ 
fortably close to the truth. 

uncommitted [.Anka'mitad] adj (person] who 
has not yet decided which activity, group, 
ideal etc to support. 

uncommon [An'knmnn] adj -1. [occurrence, 

plant, bird] rare □ The problem is not uncommon 
with this particular model of car. -2. [beauty, intel¬ 

ligence] very great in amount (formal use) □ a 
man of uncommon integrity.1 

uncommonly [An'kDmanli] 'adv uncommonly/ 

generous/difficult etc extremely generous/ 
difficult etc (formal use). 

uncommunicative [us .Ankg'mjuinskeitiv, gb 
-ikat-] adj [person] who seems not to want to 
speak or give information, 

uncomplicated fiAn'komplskeitad] adj [life, sto¬ 

ry, person] that is simple and without compli¬ 
cations □ Tom's a pretty uncomplicated kind of 
guy- 

uncomprehending [,AnkDmpri'hendir)] adj [per¬ 

son, stare, look] that shows no understanding 
of what has happened or been said, 

uncompromising [An'kDinpramaizir)] adj [per¬ 

son, attitude, position] that shows an unwill¬ 
ingness to do what other people want or ac¬ 
cepting their ideas □ Both sides remain uncom¬ 
promising and the deadlock is unbroken. 

unconcerned [,Ank3n's3:rnd] adj [person] who 
is not worried about something that affects 
them □ She seemed quite unconcerned by the 
danger. 

unconditional [.Anksn'dijnsl] adj [surrender, 

support, offer] that does not depend on tiny 
conditions □ Only John's mother gave him the 
unconditional love he needed. 

uncongenial [,Ank3n'd3i:nj3l] adj [place, event] 

that one finds unfriendly and rather un¬ 
pleasant (formal use). 

unconnected [.Anks'nektad] adj [facts, events] 

that are not related to each other □ The two 
events are hardly unconnected, are they? 

unconscious [An'knnfss] o « psychology the 

unconscious the part of one’s mind that don- 
tains thoughts and feelings that one is not 
aware of and cannot control, o ’ adj 
-1. [person] who is in a state like sleep in 
which they cannot see, hear, feel etc □ Paul 
was unconscious for an hour after the accident. 
-2. to be unconscious of sthg not to be aware 
of sthg □ Julian seemed unconscious of the stir 
he had caused. -3. psychology [feeling, desire] 

that comes from the unconscious □ She felt 
an unconscious desire to punish him. 

unconsciously [An'konfssli] adv [feel, want] in a 
way that is not intentional or in one’s con¬ 
trol □ / think that, unconsciously, he blames me 
for what happened. 

unconstitutional [,AnkDnst3'tiu:,fn3l] adj [action, 

decision] that is against the rules of a consti¬ 
tution. 

uncontested fiAnksn'testsd] adj an uncontested 

seat politics a seat in an election for which 
there is only one candidate, 

uncontrollable [.Anksn'troubbl] adj -1. [rage, 

anger, laughter] that is very strong and cannot 
be controlled □ / felt an uncontrollable urge to 
laugh. -2. [child] who behaves badly and can¬ 
not be encouraged, persuaded etc to act dif¬ 
ferently; [animal] that is wild and cannot be 
made to behave in a particular way. 

uncbntrolled [.Anksn'trould] adj -1. [anger, out- 
1 bcirfet, laughter] that a person does not control 
.or stop from happening □ He burst into uncon¬ 
trolled laughter. -2. [situation, activity] that is 
not lipited by anyone, e.g. an authority □ 
uncontrolled spending by city councils. 

unconventional [.Anksn'venjnsl] adj [behavior, 
dress, film] that is very different from what is 
usual apd’what most people expect in a par¬ 
ticular situation □ They had a very unconven¬ 
tional lifestyle. 

unconvinced [,Ank3n'vinst] adj to be uncon¬ 
vinced about sthg not to want to accept the 
truth or worth of sthg □ Doctors remain un¬ 
convinced by claims of miracle cures. 

unconvincing [.Anksn'vmsir)] adj -1. [expla¬ 
nation, argument] that is not good enough to 
make somebody accept that it is true □ / 
found her explanation somewhat unconvincing. 
-2. [actor, story, character] that does not seem 
realistic or natural □ She was unconvincing in 
the part of Ophelia. 

uncooked [.An'kukt] adj [meat, food] that has 
not yet been cooked. 

uncooperative [.Ankou'Dpsrstiv] adj [person] 
who does not want to help somebody or do 
what they want. 

uncork [,An'k3:rk] vt to remove the cork from 
<a bottle>. 

uncouth [An'ku:0] adj [person] who acts or 
speaks in a way that shows bad manners, 

uncover [An'kAV3r] vt -1. [face, object] to re¬ 
move the covering from <sthg> a Leave the 
sauce to simmer, uncovered. -2. [plot, corruption, 
truth] to discover or tell people about <sthg 
that has been kept secret> □ Police have un¬ 
covered an arms cache. 

uncurl [,An'k3:rl] vi -1. [hair, wire] to become 
straight again after being curled. -2. [cat, 
snake] to stretch its body to its normal state 
after being curled up. 

uncut [,An'kAt] adj -1. [movie, play] that has not 
been made shorter by having parts removed 
from the original version. -2. [jewel] that is 
in its natural state and has not been cut or 
shaped for wearing as jewelry, 

undamaged [An'daemid3d] adj [painting, car, 
vase] that has not been damaged, especially 
after an accident, fire etc. 

undaunted [An'dointsd] adj [person] who is not 
worried or frightened by a difficult job or 
unpleasant circumstances □ She carried on un¬ 
daunted. □ He was undaunted by their criticism. 

undecided [.Andi'saidsd] adj -1. to be undecid¬ 
ed about sthg not to have made a definite 
decision about sthg □ I'm still undecided about 
whether to stay or go. -2. [issue, matter] that 
has not been completely dealt with □ The 
matter remains undecided. 

undemanding [US ^ndi'maendit), GB -'ma:nd-] 
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adj -1. (job, task] that does not need a lot of 
thought or effort. -2. [person] who is easy to 
be with because they expect very litde. 

undemonstrative [.Andi'monstrstiv] adj [per¬ 

son] who does not allow their feelings to 
show in the way they speak or behave, 

undeniable [.Andi'naisbl] adj [fact, feeling] that 
is obvious, so that nobody can argue or dis¬ 
agree about it □ There's still the undeniable fact 
that he signed the agreement. 

under ['Andsfl o prep -1. under the table below 
the table □ We took shelter under a tree. □ She 
has a small scar under her left eye. □ The prison¬ 
ers had managed to tunnel under the fence. ■ un¬ 

der the ocean/ground covered by the ocean/ 
ground □ He wore a T-shirt under his jacket. 
-2. under $100 less than $100 o We have un¬ 
der ten minutes left. □ ‘Not suitable for children 
under five years.' -3. under the circumstances 

in a particular set of circumstances □ Under a 
truly democratic system, this would not happen. 
-4. under attack/discussion being attacked/ 
discussed □ The matter is currently under re¬ 
view/consideration. -5. under stress / pressure 

affected by stress/pressure □ He's been under 
a lot of strain recently. □ The tenants are under 
threat of eviction. -6. under an agreement/law 

according to an agreement/law □ Under the 
terms of the contract, we are obliged to pay. 
-7. under sb led, controlled, managed etc by 
sb □ She has a staff of four under her. ■ the 

USA under Reagan the USA while Reagan 
was in power. -8. listed under "D" used to 
show where something is placed in a list, 
book etc □ File the report under 'Urgent'. 
-9. under the name of Smith using the name 
of Smith □ He registered under the name of 
Colonel Buendia. 
o adv -1. to dive/crawl under to dive/crawl 
below something. -2. 12 years and under 12 
years and less. -3. phrase to go under to go 
bankrupt (informal use). 

underachiever [,And3r3'tJ'i:v3r] « a person who 
does not do as well as they could at school 
or work. 

underage [,And3r'eid3] adj [drinker, smoker] who 
is not old enough to do a particular activity 
legally □ underage drinking. 

underarm ['And3ra:rm] o adj -1. an underarm 
deodorant a product that is designed to stop 
bad smells from sweat in one’s armpits. -2. 
an underarm throw/bowl a way of throw¬ 
ing/bowling a ball that involves moving 
one’s hand forward while keeping it below 
the level of one’s shoulder, o adv [throw, 
bowl] She threw the ball underarm. 

underbrush ['And3rbrAf] tt us the plants and 
bushes that grow under the trees in a forest 
or jungle. 

undercarriage [US 'And3rkerid3, gb 'And3kaend3] 
n the wheels and other parts of a plane that 
support it on the ground and during takeoff 
and landing □ The plane's undercarriage was 
raised/lowered. 

undercharge [,And3r'tJ'a:rd3] vt to charge <a 
customer> too little or less than the correct 
price for a product or service. 

underclothes [‘And3rkloodz] npl items of cloth¬ 
ing, e.g. undershirts, bras, and underpants, 
that one wears next to one’s skin under 
one’s other clothes. 

undercoat ['And3rkoot] n a layer of paint put 
onto a surface to act as a base for another 
layer. 

undercook [,And3r'kok] vt [meat, vegetables] not 
to cook <food> for a long enough time, 

undercover [,And3r'kAV3r] o adj an undercover 
agent a person who secretly obtains infor¬ 
mation for the government or police by pre¬ 
tending to be somebody else □ an undercover 
operation, o adv\ The arrests were made by po¬ 
lice working undercover. 

undercurrent [US 'Andsrkairsnt, GB 'AndskArsnt] 
n -1. [of feeling, tension, danger! a hidden feel¬ 
ing □ / sensed an undercurrent of resentment in 
his voice. -2. [in a river, ocean] a strong flow of 
water under the surface that moves in a par¬ 
ticular direction □ There's a very strong under¬ 
current. 

undercut [,And3r'kAt] (pt & pp undercut, cont 
undercutting) vt to sell goods or services 
more cheaply than <sb> □ Greater efficiency 
means the firm can undercut its competitors by 
10%. 

underdeveloped [,And3rdi'vel3pt] adj -1. [coun¬ 

try, area] that does not have modem indus¬ 
tries and has poor living conditions. 
-2. [child] who is small compared to other 
children of the same age. 

underdog ['And3rdog] n the underdog [in a com¬ 

petition] the person who seems least likely to 
succeed or win; [in society] a person who 
does not have much chance of being suc¬ 
cessful because of their background □ / 
usually support the underdog. 

underdone [,And3r'dAn] adj [meat, pastry] that 
has not been cooked for long enough, 

underemployment [.Andarim'pbimsnt] n a 
situation in which there are not enough 
jobs, or in which jobs do not use all the 
abilities and skills that people have, 

underestimate [« ,And3r'estim3t, vb ^ndsr'es- 
timeit] o n an estimate that is too low. o vt 
-1. [time, amount, cost] to estimate that 
<sthg> will be less than it really is □ / seri¬ 
ously underestimated how long it would take to 
finish the job. -2. [person, power, abilities] to 
have too low an opinion of <sb/sthg> □ 
Don't underestimate her — she's very shrewd. 

underexposed [.Andsrik'spouzd] adj [film, photo, 

print] that looks dark because not enough 
light was used. 

underfinanced [,And3r'fainaenst] adj [company, 
project, organization] that does not have 
enough money spent on it to be able to 
work properly. 

underfoot [,And3r'fut] adv to be trampled 
underfoot [person, plants] to be walked' over 
by a lot of people or animals. ■ it is wet 
underfoot the ground feels wet when one 
walks on it. 

undergo [,And3r'gou] {pt underwent, pp under¬ 
gone [-'grin]) vf [operation, change, difficulties] to 
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experience <sthg>, especially sthg difficult 
or unpleasant □ The telecommunications indus¬ 
try has undergone a difficult reorganization in re¬ 
cent years. □ She is undergoing treatment for 
breast cancer. 

undergraduate [,And3r'graed3U3t] o n a person 
who is studying at a college or university 
for their first degree, o adj: an undergraduate 
course/degree. 

underground [adj 8z n 'Andorgraond, adv ,And- 
er'graund] o adj -1. [bunker, shelter, pipe] that 
is below the surface of the ground □ / parked 
in an underground parking lot. -2. an under¬ 
ground organization/newspaper etc an organi¬ 
zation/newspaper etc that is secret and illegal 
□ During the war, Juliette worked in the under¬ 
ground resistance movement. 

o adv -1. [live, dig] This small creature spends 
most of its time underground. -2. phrase to go 
underground [organization, newspaper, activity] 
to become an underground organization, 
newspaper, activity etc □ The sport was forced 
underground by the new laws, 

o n -1. GB rail a railroad system in which 
electric trains carry people around a city 
through underground tunnels. -2. military 
an underground organization that is against 
the government. 

♦ Underground n the Underground the sub¬ 
way system in London. 

underground railroad n before the American 
Civil War, a secret system that helped slaves 
to escape from the Southern states to the 
North of the USA or Canada. 

undergrowth ['And3rgroo0] n the plants and 
bushes that grow under the trees in a forest 
or jungle □ / heard something moving in the 
undergrowth. 

underhand [,And3r'haend] adj [action, method] 
that is dishonest, secret, and designed to 
hide one's real intentions. 

underinsured [,And3rin'Ju3rd] adj [person, build¬ 
ing, property] that does not have enough in¬ 
surance to cover the full cost of an insur¬ 
ance claim. 

underlay ['Andafiei] « a thick material that is 
put under a carpet to make it feel softer and 
to protect it. 

underline [,And3r'lain] vt -1. [importance, fact] to 
draw attention to <sthg> □ He cited several 
examples to underline the point. -2. [title, head¬ 
ing] to draw a line under <a word or 
words>. 

underling ['Andsdirfi n a person who has a 
lower or less important position than some¬ 
body else and takes orders from them (disap¬ 
proving use). 

underlying [,And3r'lanr)] adj an underlying 
principle/cause etc a principle/cause etc that 
is not obvious but is important □ We have to 
understand the underlying problems before we 
can find a lasting solution. 

undermanned [,And3r'maend] adj [office, organi¬ 
zation, factory] that does not have enough 
people to do all the work. 

undermentioned [,Andar'men/nd] adj that is 

mentioned later on in a particular document 
(formal use). 

undermine [,And3r'main] vt [authority, position, 

effort] to gradually make <sthg> weaker □ 
This could undermine public confidence in the jus¬ 
tice system. 

underneath [,And3r'ni:0] o prep -1. underneath 
the table/blanket etc under the table/blanket 
etc and hidden or covered by it □ Underneath 
all that old brown paint we found some fine oak 
paneling. □ He had a shirt on underneath his 
sweater. □ According to the map, the road goes 
underneath a bridge at this point. -2. used to de¬ 
scribe somebody’s hidden feelings or per¬ 
sonality □ Underneath that tough exterior, she's 
really very kind. 

o adv: The picture had a caption underneath. □ 
We had to lift the floorboards to get at the wiring 
underneath. □ Underneath he's actually a shy per¬ 
son. 

o n the underneath the part that is hidden or 
covered □ The underneath of the car was badly 
rusted. 

undernourished [us ,Andar'n3:riJt, gb ,And- 
a'nArift] adj [person] who is unhealthy be¬ 
cause they have not eaten enough food, or 
the right food. 

underpaid [vb ,And3r'peid, adj 'And3rpeid] 

o past tense and past participle of underpay, 

o adj [staff, workers] who are not paid 
enough money for the work they do □ over¬ 
worked and underpaid. 

underpants ['And3rpasnts] npl US a piece of 
underwear that covers the area from the 
waist to the top of the legs; GB a piece of 
this underwear that is worn only by men 
and boys □ a pair of underpants. 

underpass [US 'Andsrpaes, GB 'Andapais] n a 
passage or road that goes underneath anoth¬ 
er road or a railroad track, 

underpay [,And3r'pei] (pt & pp underpaid) vt 
not to pay <staff, employees> etc enough 
money for the job they do. 

underpin [,And3r'pin] (pt & pp underpinned, 

cont underpinning) vt [argument, theory, society] 

to strengthen and support <sthg>. 

underplay [,And3r'plei] vt to make <sthg> 
seem unimportant, or less important than it 
really is □ Their spokesman is underplaying the 
significance of this latest resignation. 

underprice [,And3r'prais] vt [goods, services] to 
charge too low a price for <sthg>. 

underprivileged [,And3r'priv3lid3d] adj [child, 

family] who has less money and fewer op¬ 
portunities than other people in society, 

underproduction [,And3rpr3'dAkJ'n] n a lower 
level of production than is needed to make 
profits or provide enough for everybody, 

underrated [,And3r'reit3d] adj [writer, novel, 

value] that is better, greater, or more impor¬ 
tant than most people realize □ He is a very 
underrated artist. 

underscore [,And3r'sko:r] vt -1. [importance, fact] 

to draw attention to <sthg>. -2. [title, head¬ 

ing] to draw a line under <a word or 
phrase> to show that it is important. 



undersea 1154 

undersea [,And3r'si:] adj undersea exploration 
exploration below the surface of the sea. 

undersecretary [US .Andar'sekrsteri, gb .Atida- 
’sekrstari] (pi undersecretaries) n -1. an offi¬ 
cial who has a very senior position in a gov¬ 
ernment department. -2. in Britain, a person 
who helps and advises a minister and is in 
charge of the daily work of a government 
department. 

undersell [,And3r,sel] (pt & pp undersold) vt 
-1. [competitors, company] to sell goods or ser¬ 
vices more cheaply than <sb>. -2. not to 
show how valuable or useful <sthg> is 
when advertising or selling it. 

undershirt ['And3rf3:rt] « US a piece of under¬ 
wear worn on the top part of the body 
close to the skin to keep one warm, 

underside ['And3rsaid] n the underside the low¬ 
er part or surface of something □ My car is 
badly rusted on the underside. 

undersigned [,And3r'saind] (pi undersigned) « 
the undersigned the person whose signature 
appears at the end of a particular document 
(formal use) □ We, the undersigned, hereby de¬ 
clare that... 

undersize(d) |(Andor'saiz(d)] adj [person, object, 
clothing] smaller than other people or things 
of the same kind, or too small, 

undersold [,And3r'sould] past tense 62 past parti¬ 
ciple of undersell. 

understaffed [US .Andsr'staeft, GB .Anda'stcuft] 

adj [organization, store, school] that does not 
have enough people to do all the work □ 
The hospital Is chronically understaffed. 

understand [,And3r'stEend] (pt & pp under¬ 
stood) o vt -1. [word, book, language] to know 
the meaning of <sb/sthg> □ I'm sorry, I don't 
understand the instructions. □ / understand what 
you're saying. ■ to make oneself understood to 
make what one means clear □ Have I made 
myself understood? -2. [subject, theory, machine] 

to know how <sthg> works, how its parts 
relate to each other etc □ / don't fully under¬ 
stand how a car engine works. □ No one really 
understands why some people develop symp¬ 
toms of the disease and others don't. -3. [person] 

to know why <sb> behaves or feels the 
way they do; [reaction, fear, objection] to ac¬ 
cept <sb’s behavior or feeling> because it is 
reasonable □ My wife doesn't understand me. □ 
I understand how you must feel. □ / don't under¬ 
stand why he didn't complain earlier. -4. to 
understand (that)... to believe that something 
is true, because one has been told □ / under¬ 
stand you're looking for a job, Mr Benn? □ It is 
understood that he left for Dubai on Monday, 

o vi: Leave me alone, understand? □ / want you 
to know I really do understand. 

understandable [,And3r'staend3bl] adj -1. [word, 
meaning] that one can understand. -2. 
[behavior, feeling] that one can understand be¬ 
cause it is reasonable and usual □ Your anger 
is natural and perfectly understandable. 

understandably [,And3r'staend3bli] adv [upset, 
annoyed, jealous] see understandable □ Under¬ 
standably, he was very angry. 

understanding [,And3r,stasndirj] o « -1. [of a 
language, machine, person] the ability to 
understand something □ / have a good under¬ 
standing of computers though I'm not an expert. 
-2. sb's understanding the meaning that sb 
gives to something □ My understanding is that 
we are only allowed time off with our manager s 
approval. -3. (between people] an informal 
agreement about something □ We have come 
to an understanding about it all. ■ on the under¬ 
standing that... on the condition that... □ / 
will lend you the car, on the understanding that 
any repairs are your responsibility. -4. [toward 
other people] a feeling of sympathy and trust 
between people □ We need more love and 
understanding. 
o adj [person] who is kind and forgives easi¬ 
ly □ Thank you. You've been very understanding. 

understate [,And3r'steit] vt [difficulty, problem] to 
make <sthg> seem less important than it ac¬ 
tually is □ / think that's understating the extent 
of the problem. 

understated [,And3r‘steit3d] adj [elegance, hu¬ 
mor] that is effective but not obvious, 

understatement [,And3r'steitm3nt] n -1. a 
statement that seems to make something 
appear less strong, important etc than it re¬ 
ally is □ To say the meal was disappointing is an 
understatement. -2. the practice of making 
understatements a Jack is a master of under¬ 
statement. 

understood [,And3r'stud] past tense 62 past par¬ 
ticiple of understand. 

understudy ['And3rstAdi] (pi understudies, pt & 
pp understudied) o « a person who learns a 
particular part in a play in order to play that 
part if the original actor is ill. o vt [actor, 
part] to be an understudy for <sb/sthg>. 

undertake [,And3r'teik] (pt undertook, pp 
undertaken [-'teikan]) vt -1. [responsibility, con¬ 
trol, task] to accept <sthg>, especially if it is 
difficult □ Williams said he was unwilling to 
undertake such a responsibility alone. -2. to 
undertake to do sthg to promise to do sthg □ 
I'll do it, but I cannot undertake to finish it on 
time. 

undertaker ['And3rteik3r] n a person whose job 
is to deal with dead people’s bodies and ar¬ 
range their funerals. ■ the undertaker's the 
place where an undertaker carries out their 
business. 

undertaking [,And3r'teikig] « -1. something 
that one has agreed to do and for which 
one is therefore responsible □ Organizing and 
coordinating the whole event was no small under¬ 
taking. -2. a promise (formal use) □ / gave her 
my solemn undertaking that I would tell no one. 

undertone ['Andstoon] « -1. in an undertone 
with a quiet voice. -2. [of sadness, bitterness, 
emotion] a vague feeling that is expressed in¬ 
directly □ Though her expression was serious, 
her voice had an undertone of amusement. 

undertook [,Andar'tuk] past tense of undertake, 

undertow ['Andatou] n a strong current of 
water that exists below the surface of the 
ocean and that moves back toward the 
ocean as a wave breaks on the shore. 
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undervalue [,And3r'vaelju:] vt [person, antique, 

house! to consider <sb/sthg> to be less im¬ 
portant than they really are □ I think Paula's 
very much undervalued at work. 

underwater [,Andar'wo:t3r] o adj underwater 

exploration/filming etc exploration/filming 
etc below the surface of the water, o adv 
[swim, live] These pictures were shot underwater. 

underwear ['Andarwear] n items of clothing, 
e.g. undershirts, bras, and underpants, that 
one wears next to one’s skin under one’s 
other clothes. 

underweight [.Anda^wert] adj who weighs less 
than they should or than is normal, 

underwent [,Andar'went] past tense of undergo, 

underwired [1Andar'waiard] adj an underwired 

bra a bra that has a thin strip of wire, plastic 
etc under each breast to give extra support, 

underworld ['And3rw3:rld] n the underworld 

criminals when considered as a group in so¬ 
ciety. 

underwrite [,And3,rrait] (pt underwrote, pp 
underwritten) vt -1. [activity, project] to agree 
to take financial responsibility for <sthg>, 
especially if it fails. -2. to agree to pay the 
costs involved in <an insurance agreement> 
if a claim is made. 

underwriter ['And3rrait3r] n a person whose 
job is to examine a risk and calculate the 
cost of insuring against it. 

underwritten [,And3r'ritn] past participle of 
underwrite. 

underwrote [,Andar'root] past tense of under¬ 

write. 

undeserved [,Andi'z3:rvd] adj [praise, promotion, 

criticism] that somebody or something should 
not get because they do not deserve it. 

undesirable [.Andi'zamrsbl] adj [consequences, 

delay] that one considers to be bad and so 
wants to avoid; Iperson] who is regarded as 
being dangerous or having a bad influence 
on others. 

undeveloped [.Andi'velspt] adj [country] that 
does not have industry or modem methods 
of agriculture. 

undid [An'did] past tense of undo, 

undies t'Andiz] npl underwear (informal use), 

undignified [.An'dignafaid] adj [person] who be¬ 
haves in a way that is silly or embarrassing 
□ They were shouting and screaming at each oth¬ 
er — it was all very undignified. 

undiluted [.Andai'lurtad] adj -1. [quality, emotion] 

that is pure and strong □ a moment of undilut¬ 
ed pleasure. -2. [liquid] that is in its pure form 
with nothing added to make it less strong, 

undiplomatic [,Andipl3'mEetik] adj [person, state¬ 

ment, behavior] that shows a lack of concern 
for other people’s feelings and is likely to 
cause offense. 

undischarged [,Andis'tJa:rd3d] adj -1. [debt, ac¬ 

count] that has not been paid. -2. an undis¬ 

charged bankrupt a person who is bankrupt 
but still owes money. 

undisciplined [.An'disspbnd] adj Iperson, behav¬ 

ior, work] that shows a lack of discipline. 

undiscovered [,And['skAV3rd] adj [fact, area, per¬ 

son] that nobody has discovered or knows 
about □ The truth remained undiscovered for 
centuries. 

undisputed [,Andr'spju:t3d] adj -1. [leader] 

whose position is clearly recognized and ac¬ 
cepted by everyone □ the undisputed champion 
of the world. -2. [fact, power] that is certainly 
true or real and that nobody can doubt □ It 
is an undisputed fact that the man's a crook. 

undistinguished fAndi'stiggwiJ't] adj [person, 

performance] that is not particularly good, 
but is also not very bad (disapproving use), 

undivided [,Andi'vaid3d] adj to give sb/sthg 
one's undivided attention to listen or pay at¬ 
tention to sb/sthg without thinking about 
other people or things. 

undo [An'du:] (pt undid, pp undone) vt -1. [knot, 

buttons, zipper] to open or loosen <sthg>, es¬ 
pecially on clothes □ Could you undo the clasp 
on my necklace? -2. [shirt, jacket] to open <a 
piece of clothing> by undoing its buttons, 
zipper etc □ He undid his shirt quickly. -3. 
[work, efforts, mistake] to destroy the effects 
of <sthg that has been done> □ Nothing can 
undo the damage caused by the story. 

undoing [,An'du:ir)] n to be sb's undoing to be 
the cause of sb’s failure, min etc (formal use) 
□ Changing parties could be her political undoing. 

undone [An'dAn] o past participle of undo, 
o adj -1. to be undone [zipper, button, piece of 

clothing] not to be fastened or closed □ Your 
buttons are coming undone. -2. to leave sthg 
undone [work, job] not to do sthg □ / hate to 
leave a job undone. 

undoubted [An'daotsd] adj [skill, success] that 
is definitely real or true □ Despite his undoubt¬ 
ed talent, he needs to work hard as well. 

undoubtedly [An'dautsdli] adv [true, good] cer¬ 
tainly □ Undoubtedly the strike will cause great 
disruption. 

undreamed-of Un'drumd-], undreamt-of 
[An'dremt-] adj [wealth, level] that is more than 
anyone ever thought possible before □ He 
has achieved previously undreamed-of results. 

undress [An'dres] o vi to take off one’s 
clothes, o vt to take the clothes off <sb>. 

undressed [An'drest] adj [person] who has no, 
or not many, clothes on. ■ to get undressed 
to take off one’s clothes, 

undrinkable [.An'drigksbl] adj -1. [water, drink] 

that is dangerous to drink. -2. [wine, drink] 

that tastes too bad to drink, 

undue [.An'dfu:J adj undue haste/pressure etc 
haste/pressure etc that is more than is suit¬ 
able, helpful, or necessary (formal use) □ / 
didn't want to attract any undue attention. 

undulate ['And3oleit] vi [hills, landscape, road] to 
have gende curves or slopes (literary use), 

unduly [An'dJurh] adv [concern, surprise, disturb] 

too much, and more than is reasonable □ 
However, I was not unduly worried. 

undying [An'dang] adj undying love/fame etc 
love/fame etc that is so great that it will last 
forever (literary use). 

unearned income [,Aii3:rnd-] n money one 
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gets from investments, property etc rather 
than from a job. 

unearth [An'3:r0] vt -1. [treasure, coin, bone] to 
End <sthg buried in the ground>. -2. [fact, 

secret] to discover <sthg that is not known 
or has been kept secret> □ / was determined 
to unearth the truth about his death. 

unearthly [An'3:r01i] adj -1. [silence, sound, sight] 

that is strange or frightening because one 
cannot explain it. -2. at an unearthly hour 

too early in the morning (informal use) □ 
What do you mean by calling me at this unearthly 
hour? 

unease [An'irz] n the feeling of being uneasy □ 
I began to experience a growing sense of unease. 

uneasy [An'fizi] (compar uneasier, superl uneasi- 
est) adj -1. feeling worried because some¬ 
thing might be wrong or something bad 
might happen □ I'm uneasy about having to 
trust someone I don't know. □ an uneasy feeling. 
-2. [person, sleep] that is not relaxed □ Eventu¬ 
ally I drifted into an uneasy sleep. -3. [peace, alli¬ 

ance] that is not very settled and might not 
last very long □ There is an uneasy ceasefire 
here for the second day running. 

uneatable [,An'i:tabl] adj -1. [food] that is dan¬ 
gerous to eat. -2. [meal, food] that tastes too 
bad to eat. 

uneaten [.An'iitn] adj [food] that is left after 
the rest of a meal has been eaten □ She left 
half her lunch uneaten. 

uneconomic [,Ani:k3'nDmik] adj [business, indus¬ 

try] that does not make enough profit, or 
makes no profit □ The bus company canceled 
the service because they said it was uneconomic. 

uneducated [.An'edjukeitsd] adj -1. [person] 

who has not had any education. -2. [person] 

who behaves badly because they have not 
been educated properly (disapproving use), 

unemotional [lAmlmooJ'nal] adj [person, voice, 

statement] that shows no feelings, 

unemployable [.Anim'pbiabl] adj [personl who 
will probably not get a job, often because 
they have no skills or because they cause 
problems. 

unemployed [.Amm'pbid] o adj [person] who 
has no job but wants one □ Most of the peo¬ 
ple I know are unemployed, o npl the unem¬ 

ployed the people in society who are unem¬ 
ployed. 

unemployment [.Anim'pbimant] n -1. the 
number of people who are unemployed □ 
Unemployment has come down recently. -2. the 
state of being unemployed □ a long period of 
unemployment. 

unemployment compensation us, unem¬ 
ployment benefit gb n money that the 
state gives to people who are unemployed, 

unending [An'endig] adj [torment, struggle] that 
seems as if it will continue forever, 

unenviable [An'enviabl] adj [task, reputation, rec¬ 

ord) that nobody wants because it is difficult 
or unpleasant □ She was given the unenviable 
task of breaking the bad news. 

unequal [An'ukwsl] adj -1. [competition, distribu¬ 

tion, pay) that is not fair because it gives an 

advantage to a particular person or group of 
people □ This gives our competitors an unequal 
advantage over us. -2. [amounts, sizes, number) 

not equal in amount, size etc □ two sticks of 

unequal length. 

unequaled us, unequalled gb [An'fikwsld] adj 
[beauty, experience, level) that is better than 
all other things of a similar type □ His record 
remains unequaled. 

unequivocal [.Ani'kwivskl] adj [answer, refusal, 

statement) whose meaning is completely 
clear (formal use) □ The Senator responded with 
an unequivocal denial. 

unerring [us An'erig, GB Anbirig] adj [aim, ability, 

sense] that is always right □ Ralph has an un¬ 
erring eye for a bargain. 

UNESCO [ju:'neskoo] (abbr of United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza¬ 

tion) n a branch of the UN, based in Paris, 
that aims to encourage peace and respect for 
human rights through cooperation between 
rich and poor countries. 

unethical [,An'e0ikl] adj [behavior, conduct] that 
is wrong according to a particular system of 
beliefs about what is right and wrong □ Such 
practices are unethical and should be condemned. 

uneven [An'iivn] adj -1. [surface, ground) that is 
not flat, smooth, or straight □ The road be¬ 
came uneven, little more than a rough track. 
-2. [performance, workl that is not always of 
good quality □ The writing is uneven, but overall 
I enjoyed the book. -3. [competition, race, match] 

that is not fair because it is between people 
or things that are not equal □ / think the race 
was very uneven. 

uneventful [.Ani'ventfl] adj [day, trip] during 
which nothing important or interesting hap¬ 
pens. 

unexceptional fiAnik'sepJnal] adj [person, qual¬ 

ity) that is not very interesting or impressive. 

unexpected [,Amk'spektad] adj [pleasure, death, 

surprise] that makes one feel surprised be¬ 
cause one does not expect it □ Her reaction 
was totally unexpected. 

unexpectedly [.Aiuk'spektadli] adv [die, arrive, 

happen] see unexpected □ There has been an un¬ 
expectedly high demand for these products. 

unexplained [.Amk'spleind] adj [mystery, disap¬ 

pearance, death] whose cause is not known. 

unexploded [.Anik'sploudad] adj [bomb, mine] 

that has not exploded and so is still danger¬ 
ous. 

unexpurgated [An'eksp3rgeit3d] adj [book, text] 

that is complete, with no rude or offensive 
parts removed. 

unfailing [An'feilirj] adj [loyalty, support, good hu¬ 

mor] that is always there and that one can 
depend on □ He always treated me with unfail¬ 
ing kindness. 

unfair [,An'feo'] adj [treatment, system] that is 
not right because people are not all treated 
in the same way; [criticism, situation] that is 
not reasonable or acceptable according to 
one’s idea of right and wrong □ The rules give 
some people an unfair advantage over others. □ / 
think you're being very unfair to poor Mike. 
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unfair dismissal n the act of taking away an 
employee’s job without a proper or legal 
reason □ Jones sued his employers for unfair dis¬ 
missal. 

unfairly [.An'feafi] adv [treat, criticize, dismiss) 
see unfair. 

unfaithful [An'feiGfl] adj to be unfaithful to sb 
to secretly have sex with somebody while 
one is married to or having a romantic or 
sexual relationship with sb else, 

unfamiliar [,Anf3'milj3r] adj -1. [place, feeling, 
language] that one does not know much 
about because one has not experienced it 
before □ His name may be unfamiliar to most 
people. -2. to be unfamiliar with sthg [with the 
facts, a procedure, place] to know little or 
nothing about sthg because one has not ex¬ 
perienced it before □ I'm unfamiliar with the 
streets around here. 

unfashionable [.An'faejnabl] adj [dress, idea, ac¬ 
tivity] that is not popular at a particular time, 
especially because it is not considered mod¬ 
em by most people. 

unfasten [US An'faesn, GB -'fa:sn] vt [belt, but¬ 
tons] to open <sthg that is fastened> □ Do 
not unfasten your safety belts until the plane has 
come to a complete stop. 

unfavorable US, unfavourable gb [An'feivrsbl] 
adj -1. [conditions, terms] that do not seem 
suitable and will probably not lead to a 
positive result □ Unfavorable weather conditions 
delayed the launching of the satellite. -2. [opinion, 
impression] that shows one does not like 
somebody or something □ His new play has 
opened to unfavorable reviews. 

unfeeling [An'fiilirj] adj [person, attitude, action] 
that does not show concern for other peo¬ 
ple’s feelings □ How can you be so unfeeling? 

unfinished [.Ardfini/t] adj [business, job] that 
has not been done completely; [drink, meal] 
that has not been finished o She left her sup¬ 
per unfinished on the table. 

unfit [An'fit] adj -1. [person] who is not in 
good physical condition because they do not 
exercise regularly □ / feel very unfit at the mo¬ 
ment; I must get some more exercise. -2. to be 
unfit for sthg to be unsuitable for sthg be¬ 
cause of being in a bad state □ This food is 
unfit for human consumption. □ / would say he 
was unfit to drive. 

unflagging [An'flaegirj] adj [energy, enthusiasm, 
support] that is impressive because it con¬ 
tinues for a long time at the same level, 

unflappable [An'fkepsbl] adj [person] who re¬ 
mains calm and confident even in difficult 
circumstances (informal use), 

unflattering [.An'flaetsrig] adj [dress, description] 
that makes somebody appear less attractive 
than they really are □ The book gives a very 
unflattering picture of his mother. 

unflinching [An'flint/ig] adj [person] who is not 
easily stopped from doing something by 
pain, fear etc □ unflinching support/loyalty. 

unfold [An'fould] o vt -1. [newspaper, map] to 
open <sthg> so that it is no longer folded. 
-2. [plan, proposal, vision] to present and ex¬ 

plain the different parts of <sthg> □ Jerry is 
here to unfold details of the new plan, o vi [sto¬ 
ry, plot, truth] to become gradually clearer □ 
We watched in amazement as events began to 
unfold. 

unforeseen [,Anfo:r'si;n] adj [circumstances, diffi¬ 
culty] unexpected □ As long as there are no un¬ 
foreseen problems things should go fine. 

unforgettable [.ArdVgetsbl] adj [person, even¬ 
ing, experience] that has a very strong posi¬ 
tive effect on one and is remembered for a 
long time □ The Northern Lights are an unforget¬ 
table sight. 

unforgivable [,Anfar'giv3bl] adj [action, behavior, 
statement] that is unacceptable and cannot 
be excused □ That was an unforgivable thing to 
do. 

unformatted [,An'fo:rmaet3d] adj [computer disk] 
that has not yet been prepared so that it can 
receive data. 

unfortunate [An'fo:rtf3n3t] adj -1. [person, ex¬ 
perience] unlucky □ He was very unfortunate to 
have missed his flight. -2. [error, remark, name] 
that causes embarrassment or regret □ It was 
an unfortunate remark, to say the least. 

unfortunately [An'fo:rtJ'an3tli] adv a word used 
to show that one feels disappointment, sad¬ 
ness, or regret about something □ Unfortu¬ 
nately, Richard won't be able to join us for dinner 
this evening. 

unfounded [An'faundsd] adj [accusation, rumor, 
belief] that has not been proved or is not 
based on facts □ Luckily these fears proved to 
be unfounded. 

unfriendly [An'frendli] (compar unfriendlier, 
superl unfriendliest) adj [person, behavior, re¬ 
mark] that shows no desire to have a good 
relationship with other people □ / found her 
family cold and unfriendly. 

unfulfilled [.Anful'fildl adj -1. [dream, ambition] 
that has not been achieved in reality; [poten¬ 
tial] that has not been used or developed 
enough □ It was an ambition that was to remain 
unfulfilled. -2. [person] who feels that they are 
not using or developing their good qualities 
and abilities enough □ She feels unfulfilled in 
her new job. 

unfurl [,An'f3:rl] vt to unroll <a flag, sail> etc 
so that it can be used. 

unfurnished [,An'f3:rniJt] adj [apartment, room, 
accommodation] that has no furniture in it. 

ungainly [An'geinli] adj [person, animal, manner] 
that is not elegant or graceful in movement 
□ a tall ungainly man. 

ungenerous [An'dgensrss] adj -1. [person, ac¬ 
tion, attitude] that does not show much gen¬ 
erosity □ It was a not ungenerous sum. -2. 
[remark] that is unfair □ / think his criticism of 
you was ungenerous. 

ungodly [An'gDdh] adj -1. [act, behavior, remark] 
that shows no respect for religion. -2. an un¬ 
godly hour a time of the day or night that 
one considers unacceptable (informal use) □ 
Why are you phoning me at this ungodly hour? 

ungrateful [An'greitfl] adj (person, behavior, re- 
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sponse] that shows no gratitude □ Don't be so 
ungrateful! 

unguarded [An'gaddad] adj -1. to leave sthg 
unguarded (building, valuables] to leave sthg 
unprotected and so not safe from burglary, 
theft etc. -2. in an unguarded moment in a 
moment when one is not being careful 
about what one is saying □ She showed her 
true feelings in an unguarded moment. 

unhappily [An'haepalr] adv -1. [live, think] see un¬ 
happy. -2. a word used to show that one 
feels sad, disappointed, or frustrated about 
something (formal use) □ Unhappily, we can re¬ 
port no improvement in the situation. 

unhappiness [An'hrepmas] n [of a person, 

somebody's life, thoughts] see unhappy □ His 
drinking was a cause of much unhappiness be¬ 
tween them. 

unhappy [An'haepi] (compar unhappier, superl 
unhappiest) adj -1. [person] who is not hap¬ 
py, especially because they are in an un¬ 
pleasant situation □ She seems really unhappy 
at the moment — do you know what's wrong? □ 
It was an unhappy marriage. -2. to be unhappy 
to have strong doubts or worries about 
something □ We are unhappy with or about the 
way things are progressing. □ She was unhappy 
about my spending so much money. -3. 

[coincidence, remark] that causes embarrass¬ 
ment or regret □ He later apologized for his un¬ 
happy choice of words. 

unharmed [,An‘ha:rmd] adj [person] who is not 
hurt in any way after a serious accident or 
dangerous event □ The hostages escaped/were 
released unharmed. 

UNHCR (abbr of United Nations High Commis¬ 
sion for Refugees) n the UNHCR a branch of 
the UN that aims to protect the rights and 
welfare of refugees. 

unhealthy [An'helGi] (compar unhealthier, superl 
unhealthiest) adj -1. [person] who may be af¬ 
fected by illness or bad health, e.g. because 
of their diet or way of life; [skin, appearance] 

that does not look healthy □ I feel so un¬ 
healthy at the moment. -2. [diet, lifestyle, activity] 

that can cause illness or bad health □ Smok¬ 
ing is an extremely unhealthy habit. -3. [interest, 

preoccupation, attitude] that seems extreme 
and may have harmful effects □ Her feelings 
for him have become an unhealthy obsession. 

unheard [,An'h3:rd] adj to be or go unheard 
[comments, warnings, advice] to be ignored □ 
His cries for help went unheard. 

unheard-of adj -1. to be unheard-of [activity, 

phenomenon] to never happen □ Political oppo¬ 
sition was unheard-of before the revolution. □ 
Cholera is now almost unheard-of in Europe. 
-2. [event, cost] that is very unusual and so 
surprising or shocking □ It's unheard-of for him 
to apologize! 

unheeded [.An'hirdsd] adj to go unheeded [com¬ 

ments, warnings] to be ignored □ Professor 
Bank’s advice went unheeded with dire results. 

unhelpful [.An'helpfl] adj -1. [person, attitude] 

that shows no desire or willingness to help 
□ / found the staff extremely unhelpful. -2. 

[comment, advice, interference] not useful □ 

Harry's comments were more unhelpful than any¬ 

thing else. 

unhindered [,An'hind3rd] adj [movement, ex¬ 

change, progress] that is not made difficult in 
any way □ The crowd parted and we were able 
to continue unhindered. 

unhook [An'huk] vt [dress, bra] to undo the 
hooks of <sthg>, e.g. in order to take it off. 

unhurt [,An'h3:rt] adj [person] who is not in¬ 
jured after a serious accident or dangerous 
event □ They were lucky to escape unhurt. 

unhygienic [US ,Anhaid3i'enik, GB ,Anhai'd3i:mk] 
adj [place, conditions, practice] in which germs 
are able to spread, making infection or dis¬ 
ease more likely. 

UNICEF ['jurmsef] (abbr of United Nations Inter¬ 
national Children's Emergency Fund) n a 
branch of the UN that aims to protect the 
rights and welfare of children in poor coun¬ 
tries. 

unicorn ['ju:nrkn:rn] n an imaginary creature 
like a white horse with a long hom at the 
front of its head. 

unicycle ['jurnisaikl] n a piece of equipment 
like a bicycle with only one wheel, used by 
entertainers, circus performers etc. 

unidentified [.Anai'dentifaid] adj [person, animal] 

whose identity is not known □ The raid was 
carried out by two unidentified gunmen at eleven 
o'clock this morning. 

unidentified flying object n —> UFO. 

unification [,ju:nifi'keijn] n: see unify, 

uniform ['ju:nifo:rm] o adj [size, color] that is 
the same in every part of something □ uni¬ 
form pay increases, o n a special set of clothes 
worn by the people who do a particular job, 
e.g. police officers and nurses, and by chil¬ 
dren at some schools □ She was in uniform. 

uniformity [juini'fDdmsti] n a uniform state or 
quality □ uniformity of approach. 

uniformly ['ju:nifo:rmli] adv [distributed, sized] 

see uniform □ performances of a uniformly high 
standard. 

unify ['juimfai] (pt & pp unified) vt [country, po¬ 

litical party] to bring together parts of <sthg> 
to form one unit □ Italy was unified in the 19th 
century. 

unifying ['jumifanri] adj a unifying theme/force 
etc a theme/force etc that unifies, 

unilateral [jurm'laetarsl] adj [action] that a 
group, organization etc decides to do alone 
without the agreement of other groups or 
organizations involved □ unilateral nuclear dis¬ 
armament □ a unilateral ceasefire. 

unimaginable [,Ani'maed3an3bl] adj [suffering, 

horror] that is hard to imagine because it is 
worse than most people have experienced □ 
What these children have been through is almost 
unimaginable. 

unimaginative [,Ani'maed3in3tiv] adj [person, 

idea, design] that does not show much imagi¬ 
nation □ This year's festival program was disap¬ 
pointingly unimaginative. 

unimpaired [,Anim'pe3rd] adj [eyesight, hearing] 

that is not damaged or made worse in any 
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way □ Luckily, his vision was unimpaired by the 
accident. 

unimpeded [,Amm'pi:did] adj (view, activity] 
that is not made difficult or interrupted by 
anything □ We were then able to continue our 
discussion unimpeded. 

unimportant [,Anim'po:rtnt] adj [detail, person] 
that is not important □ What you meant to say 
is unimportant now. 

unimpressed [.Amm'prest] adj to be unim¬ 
pressed to think that somebody or some¬ 
thing is not very good or interesting □ / was 
singularly unimpressed by his new girlfriend. 

uninhabited [.Anin'haebatad] adj [island, area, 
building] that has no people living there □ a 
row of derelict uninhabited houses. 

uninhibited [.Anin'hibatad] adj [person] who 
feels relaxed with other people and is not 
afraid to show their true character and feel¬ 
ings □ She is very uninhibited about nudity. 

uninitiated [.Ani'nifieitad] np>l the uninitiated 
people who have no knowledge or experi¬ 
ence of a particular skill, craft, procedure etc 
(formal or humorous use), 

uninjured [,An'ind33rd] adj [person] who is not 
injured after an accident or dangerous event 
□ They escaped uninjured. 

uninspiring [.Amn'spaiani)] adj [person, speech] 
that does not cause excitement or enthusi¬ 
asm □ Mrs Took's lessons were uninspiring, to 
put it mildly. 

uninstall [,Anin'sto:l] vt to delete <part of a 
computer program> from one’s hard disk af¬ 
ter one has installed it. 

unintelligent [,Ainn'tel3d33nt] adj [person, ac¬ 
tion] that is stupid. 

unintelligible [.Amn'tebdsabl] adj [word, writing] 
that is impossible to understand □ The man 
stood there shouting something unintelligible. 

unintentional [,Anin'tenJnal] adj [mistake, dam¬ 
age] that is not done deliberately □ Any re¬ 
semblance to a real person is purely unintentional. 

uninterested [An’intarestad] adj [person] who is 
not interested □ Andy seemed totally uninterest¬ 
ed in what I had to say. 

uninterrupted [.Anmta'rAptad] adj [sequence, 
period] that is continuous and has no inter¬ 
ruptions □ uninterrupted views across the valley 
□ Forbes was finally able to continue his speech 
uninterrupted. 

uninvited [.AniiTvaitad] adj [guest, visitor] who 
comes without being invited □ / hope you 
don't mind us turning up uninvited. 

union ['juinjan] n -1. = labor union □ The unions 
are meeting today to discuss possible strike ac¬ 
tion. □ Have you paid your union dues? -2. a 
word often used in the names of clubs and 
societies □ the Student Union. -3. the act of 
joining a number of things together; the re¬ 
sult of an act like this □ the union of African 
states □ the Soviet Union. 

♦ Union n the Union the Northern states dur¬ 
ing the American Civil War. 

Unionist [’juinjanast] ti GB politics a member 
or a supporter of a party that believes that 

Northern Ireland should remain part of the 
United Kingdom. 

unionize, -ise ['juinjanaiz] vt to organize <a 
group of workers> to join or form a labor 
union. 

unionized, -ised ['juinjanaizd] adj [workforce, 

company] that has been organized to join or 
form a labor union. 

Union Jack [-'d3aek] n the Union Jack the offi¬ 
cial flag of the United Kingdom, made up of 
the crosses of St George, St Andrew, and St 
Patrick. 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics -» 
USSR. 

union shop n US a place of work where all 
the employees must belong to a particular 
labor union. 

unique [ju:'ni:k] adj -1. [example, occasion] that 
is the only one of its kind □ Each person is 
unique. -2. [achievement, opportunity] that is 
very special and unusual □ A stay in our luxuri¬ 
ous beachside hotel is a unique experience. 
-3. to be unique to sb/sthg to be found in or 
be connected to sb/sthg only □ a problem 
unique to this region. 

uniquely [ju:'ni:kli] adv [talented, satisfying] see 
unique □ a uniquely British phenomenon. 

unisex [’juiniseks] adj [clothes, hairdresser's] 

that is designed for both men and women. 

unison ['juinisan] n in unison [act, work] in 
complete agreement; [say] together □ "Yes, 
sir!" they chanted in unison, m to sing in unison 
to sing the same notes together at the same 
time. 

UNISON ['juimsan] m a large British labor un¬ 
ion for employees in the public services. 

unit ['ju:nit] n -1. a group of people or things 
considered as one complete thing □ the fami¬ 
ly unit. -2. [of measurement] a standard meas¬ 
ure of something, e.g. distance or weight □ 
The unit of electricity consumption is the 
kilowatt-hour. □ The patient received five units of 
morphine. -3. [in a machine] a set of mechani¬ 
cal or electrical parts that has a particular 
function in a larger machine □ Replace the fil¬ 
ter unit every three months. -4. [of furniture] a 
piece of furniture that can be put together 
with other pieces and usually has a particu¬ 
lar function □ a storage/hi-fi unit. -5. [in an or¬ 

ganization] a group of workers that has a par¬ 
ticular job in a larger organization □ He was 
taken to the burn unit. -6. [in a textbook] a chap¬ 
ter in a textbook □ Turn to Unit Three. 

unitary authority « in Britain, an area where 
one local government council is responsible 
for all public services. 

unit cost n business the cost of producing one 
item. 

unite [jui'nait] o vi [countries, organizations] to 
join together and work as a group, especial¬ 
ly in order to do something that both or all 
want □ We must unite to oppose these changes, 
o vt [countries, organizations] to make <a 
group of people or things> unite □ Can the 
President unite the party behind him? 

united [jui'naitad] adj acting together to do 
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something that everybody wants □ We want 
a more united Europe. □ We are united in our pur¬ 
suit of a fairer and more democratic society. 

United Arab Emirates: the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates a country in southeastern Arabia, con¬ 
sisting of seven states on the Persian Gulf. It 
is a major oil exporter, size: 80,000 sq kms. 
population: 2,400,000 (Emirians). capital: 
Abu Dhabi, language: Arabic, currency: 
UAE dirham. 

united front, n to present a united front to 
show other people that all the members of 
one’s group or organization have the same 
opinion about something. 

United Kingdom: the United Kingdom (of 
Great Britain and Northern Island) a term 
used to refer to England, Wales, Scotland, 
and Northern Ireland, considered as a politi¬ 
cal unit. 
NOTE: Compare Great Britain. 

United Nations « the United Nations (Organi¬ 
zation) an international organization created 
at the end of World War II whose aim is to 
encourage peaceful relations between coun¬ 
tries in order to avoid wars. 

United States: the United States (of America) 
a country in North America, between Cana¬ 
da and Mexico, size: 9,364,000 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 258,300,000 (Americans). capital: 
Washington D.C. language: English, curren¬ 
cy: US dollar. 

United Way n the United Way an association 
of several US charity organizations. 

unit price n the price of one item of goods. 

unit trust n GB an investment company that 
sells shares in various other companies. 

unity f'juinati] n -1. (of a country, political party] a 
situation in which all the members of a 
group or organization have the same beliefs, 
opinions, aims etc □ national/political unity. 
-2. a situation in which people are in peace¬ 
ful agreement about things □ a state of unity. 

Univ. abbr of University. 

universal [,ju:n9'v3:rsl] adj [belief, truth, lan¬ 
guage] that is shared by everybody in the 
world; [interest, agreement] that is shared by 
everybody in a particular group □ The wish to 
be loved is universal. □ Her books have a univer¬ 
sal appeal. 

universal joint n a joint between two parts 
of a machine that allows the parts to move 
in all directions. 

universe ['ju:n9V3irs] n astronomy the universe 
the whole of space and all the planets, stars, 
moons etc in it. 

university [,ju:n9'v3:rs9ti] {pi universities) n a 
place where people study after leaving 
school, usually for a degree; the people who 
work and study in this place □ She's hoping 
to go to university GB or the university US. □ He's 
studying politics at a university in California. □ a 
university education/student/team □ university 
fees/staff. 

UNIX™ I'juimks] « an operating system used 
mainly in large powerful computer systems. 

unjust [,An‘d3Ast] adj [system, remark, act] that 

does not treat a particular person or group 
very well or fairly □ / felt their criticism of my 
actions was very unjust. 

unjustifiable [,And3Asti'fai9bl] adj [conclusion, 
expense, attack] that is not acceptable be¬ 
cause no good reason or excuse can be giv¬ 
en for it. 

unjustified [An'd3Astifaid] adj [conclusion, ex¬ 
pense, attack] for which there is no good rea¬ 
son or excuse. 

unkempt [.An'kempt] adj [hair, beard, appear¬ 
ance] that looks untidy. 

unkind [,An'kaind] adj -1. [person] who treats 
people badly and makes them unhappy □ He 
was very unkind to me. □ an unkind comment/ 
thought. -2. [weather, climate] that has a bad 
effect on somebody or something □ This cold 
weather is very unkind to skin, so use a moistur¬ 
izer. 

unkindly [An'kamdli] adv [speak, criticize, be¬ 
have] see unkind. ' 

unknown [,An'noun] o adj -1. [actor, writer] 
who is not well known by the public □ an 
unknown artist. -2. [cause, number, result] that 
is not known □ for reasons unknown □ The 
cause of the contamination is unknown, o n 
-1. the unknown a place or situation that 
one does not know and that may be danger¬ 
ous □ fear of the unknown. -2. an actor, writer 
etc who is not well known by the public □ 
The part was taken by a young unknown. 

unladen [,An'leidn] adj unladen weight the 
weight of a truck, ship etc when it is empty, 

unlawful [An'bifl] adj [behavior, activity, demon¬ 
stration] that is against the law. 

unleaded [.An'ledad] adj [gasoline] that has had 
some of the lead removed from it in order 
to reduce pollution. 
NOTE: Compare leaded. 

unleash [AniuJ-] vt [violence, abuse, emotions] to 
suddenly make <sthg powerful> happen (lit¬ 
erary use) □ Her remarks unleashed a storm of 
protest. 

unleavened [.Anievnd] adj unleavened bread 
bread that is made without yeast and so is 
quite flat and hard. 

unless [an'les] conj -1. unless he gets a bank 
loan, he'll go bankrupt he’ll go bankrupt, but 
only if he does not get a bank loan □ I’ll as¬ 
sume everything is OK unless I hear otherwise. □ 
They said that unless I paid up, they would take 
me to court. -2. unless I'm very much mistak¬ 
en, that's Jane that must be Jane, because 
otherwise I have made a mistake and I do 
not think this is very likely. 

unlicensed Uniaisnst] adj [fishing, hunting] that 
is done without a license and so is illegal; 
[car] that is driven illegally because it does 
not have a license; [restaurant] that does not 
have a license to serve alcohol. 

unlike [,Aniaik] prep -1. that is different from 
<sb/sthg> □ He’s quite unlike his brother. □ It's 
not unlike the old system. -2. a word used to 
show the difference between two actions, 
situations etc □ They arrived on time, unlike yes- 



1161 
unpalatable 

terday. -3. that is not typical of <sb/sthg> □ 
It's very unlike you to complain. 

unlikely [An'laikh] adj -1. [event, result] that 
will probably not happen □ In the unlikely 
event of our losing the contract... □ They are un¬ 
likely to come now. -2. [story, detail] that is 
probably not true □ It sounds unlikely. 
-3. [person, choice] that is not what one 
would have expected □ He always turns up at 
the most unlikely times. 

unlimited [An'limatad] adj [amount, time, oppor¬ 
tunity] that has no fixed limit □ You're allowed 
unlimited amounts of wine with the set menu. 

unlisted [An'listad] adj US [phone number] that 
is not in the telephone directory, 

unlit On'lit] adj -1. [fire, cigarette] that is not 
burning. -2. [street, building] that is not lit by 
electric lighting. 

unload [An'lood] vf -1. [luggage, cases] to take 
<sthg> out of the vehicle in which it has 
been carried □ We watched them unloading the 
cargo from the ship. -2. |car, ship, truck] to re¬ 
move the contents from <a vehicles-. -3. to 
unload one's worries/problems etc on(to) sb 
to tell one’s worries/problems etc to sb else, 

unlock [An'lDk] vf [door, suitcase] to turn a key 
in the lock of <sthg> so that it can be 
opened. 

unloved [.An'kvd] adj [person] who feels that 
they are not loved by anybody, 

unluckily [An'lAkili] adv a word used to show 
that one thinks that something has hap¬ 
pened as the result of bad luck □ Unluckily for 
Tom, his wife walked in just at that moment. 

unlucky [An'lAki] (compar unluckier, superl un- 
luckiest) adj -1. [person] who has bad luck □ 
You've just been unlucky, that's all. -2. [choice, 
encounter] that brings bad luck □ The number 
13 is considered by some people to be unlucky. 

unmanageable [An'maemd33bl] adj -1. [child, 
class] that is hard to control □ Is your hair dry 
and unmanageable? -2. [problem, workload] that 
is too great to deal with, 

unmanly [,An'maenli] (compar unmanlier, superl 
unmanliest) adj [behavior, reaction] that is 
thought to be unsuitable for a man. 

unmanned [,An'maend] adj [spacecraft, flight] 
that has no crew on board, 

unmarked [,An'ma:rkt] adj -1. to be unmarked 
[skin, face] to have no cuts or bruises, e.g. af¬ 
ter a fight. -2. [police car, grave] that has no 
mark of identification. 

unmarried [US ,An'mend, GB -'mar-] adj [couple, 
mother] who has never been married, 

unmask [US .An'maesk, GB -'ma:sk] vf -1. [burglar, 
highwayman, terrorist] to take the mask off the 
face of <sb>. -2. [hypocrite, cheat, traitor] to 
show the real character of <sb>; [fraud, hy¬ 
pocrisy] to make <sthg> public □ He was un¬ 
masked as a former Soviet agent. 

unmatched [,An'maetJ't] adj to be unmatched 
[performance, service] to be better than all 
others of the same type, 

unmentionable [An'menfnabl] adj [word, topic] 
that is not suitable for conversation because 
it is considered rude or embarrassing. 

unmistakable [.Anmi'steikabl] adj [smell, taste] 
that allows one to recognize something with¬ 
out doubt □ There was an unmistakable air of 
satisfaction about her. 

unmitigated [An'mitageitsd] adj an unmitigated 
disaster/failure a complete disaster/failure. 

unmoved [An'murvd] adj to be or remain un¬ 
moved to feel and show no pity or sympa¬ 
thy □ Who could remain unmoved by the images 
of this terrible war? 

unnamed [,An'neimd] adj [source, donor] whose 
name is not published or not known, 

unnatural [An'naetjral] adj -1. [silence, power] 
that is not what one normally expects □ She 
seems to have no feeling at all for those children 
— it's unnatural! -2. [dialogue, behavior] that is 
different from what happens in normal life □ 
The way people speak in 1940s movies seems 
unnatural to us today. 

unnecessary [An'nesaseri] adj [anxiety, trouble] 
not necessary □ / don't want you to go to any 
unnecessary trouble for us. 

unnerving [,An'n3:rvir)] adj [silence, experience] 
that makes one feel nervous □ Chloe has an 
unnerving ability to guess what's on my mind. 

unnoticed [.An'nootast] adj to go or pass unno¬ 
ticed to happen without anybody noticing □ 
Fortunately, my absence went unnoticed. 

UIMO ['ju:nou] n abbr of United Nations Organi¬ 
zation. 

unobserved [,An3b'z3:rvd] adj who is not seen 
by anybody □ She slipped out unobserved. 

unobtainable [.Ansb'teinsbl] adj -1. [product] 
that is impossible to find or buy. -2. [tele¬ 
phone number] that is impossible for the call¬ 
er or operator to contact, 

unobtrusive [.Anab'truisiv] adj (building, sign] 
that is not too obvious; [visitor, presence] not 
causing any disturbance, 

unoccupied [An'Dkjapaid] adj -1. [house, room, 
table] not lived in or being used. -2. [person] 
who has nothing to do. -3. (territory, zone] 
that is not occupied by a foreign army, 

unofficial [.Ana'fifl] adj -1. [visit, action] that is 
not arranged or allowed by the authorities □ 
a one-day unofficial strike. -2. [report, rumor] that 
is not yet officially confirmed □ The takeover 
will go ahead — it's still unofficial though. 

unopened [.An'oopand] adj [envelope, package, 
can] that has not been opened, 

unorthodox [An'orftedoks] adj [behavior, belief] 
that is original and different from what is 
accepted by most people, 

unpack [.An'paek] o vt -1. [bag, suitcase] to take 
the contents out of <sthg>. -2. [clothes, shop¬ 
ping] to take <sthg> out of the bag or suit¬ 
case in which it has been carried, o vi: Have 
you unpacked yet? 

unpaid [.An'peid] adj -1. Iperson] who works 
without being paid; [job, work] that is volun¬ 
tary and receives no pay; [vacation] that is 
taken without pay □ He's taken unpaid leave. 
-2. [bill, account] that has not yet been paid. 

unpalatable [An'paslatabl] adj [truth, idea] that 
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one finds unpleasant to think about or diffi¬ 
cult to accept. 

unparalleled [US An'peraleld, GB -'pasr-] adj [suc¬ 

cess, achievement) that is better than all oth¬ 
ers of the same type □ the unparalleled success 
of the new CD-ROM. 

unpatriotic [US .Anpeitri'Dtik, GB -paet-] adj [per¬ 

son, attitude, act] that does not show enough 
support for one’s own country, 

unpick [,An'pik] vt to remove <the stitches> 
from a piece of sewing or clothing, 

unplanned [.An'plaend] adj [pregnancy, visit, activ¬ 

ity) that has not been planned, 

unpleasant [An'pleznt] adj -1. [experience, taste] 

that one does not like or enjoy □ The initial 
effects of the treatment are fairly unpleasant 
-2. [person] who seems rude and unfriendly 
□ There's no need to be unpleasant about it! 

unpleasantness [An'plezntnas] n unfriendly 
feelings or arguments between people □ 
There was a certain amount of unpleasantness. 

unplug [An'pUg] (ft & yy unplugged, cont un¬ 
plugging) vt [kettle, television] to remove the 
electrical plug of <sthg> from a socket, 

unpolluted [.Anpa'lmtad] adj [air, water] that is 
pure and not polluted. 

unpopular [An'pDpjalar] adj [person, decision, 

tax] that is disliked by most people, 

unprecedented [An'presadantad] adj [increase, 

success] that is larger, more important etc 
than anything that has ever happened be¬ 
fore □ unprecedented amounts of rainfall. 

unpredictable [,Anpn'diktobll adj [weather, out¬ 

come] that is impossible to predict accurately 
because it is always changing; [person] who 
changes a lot so that it is impossible to 
know how they are going to behave □ These 
things are always pretty unpredictable. □ Laura's 
moods can be very unpredictable. 

unprepared [.Anpra'pea'd] adj [person] who is 
not expecting something and therefore finds 
it hard to deal with when it happens □ / was 
unprepared for this turn of events. 

unprepossessing [.Anprkpa'zesig] adj [person, 

sight] that is ordinary and not very notice¬ 
able. 

unpretentious [.Anpri'tenjas] adj [setting, home] 

that is simple; [person] who does not try to 
make other people think that they are better 
or more important than they really are □ The 
local cuisine is wholesome and unpretentious. 

unprincipled [An'prinsapld] adj [person] who 
does not behave according to moral princi¬ 
ples. 

unprintable [An'pnntabl] adj [reply, comment] 

that is too rude or offensive to be printed in 
a newspaper. 

unproductive [.Anpra'dAktiv] adj [meeting, dis¬ 

cussion] that does not produce any useful re¬ 
sults; [land] that does not produce crops. 

unprofessional Unpra'fefnal] adj [attitude, be¬ 

havior] that is below the standards expected 
of a person in a particular job □ / find such 
conduct highly unprofessional. 

unprofitable [.AiTprofatabl] adj [business, ven¬ 

ture] that does not make a profit, 

unpronounceable [.Anpra'naunsabl] adj [name, 

word] that is impossible to pronounce, 

unprotected [.Anpra'tektad] adj -1. unprotected 
sex the activity of having sex without using 
a condom. -2. [head, body] that is not pro¬ 
tected from possible injury, 

unprovoked [.Anpra'vookt] adj [attack, insult] 

that is not caused by something that some¬ 
body else has said or done □ It was a vicious 
unprovoked act of aggression. 

unpublished [.An'pAblift] adj [novel, manuscript, 

letter] that has never been printed for people 
to read; [author, writer] whose works have 
never been published. 

unpunished [An'pAnift] adj to go unpunished 
not to be punished □ Such acts of random vio¬ 
lence cannot be allowed to go unpunished. 

unqualified [An'kwdafaid] adj -1. [person] who 
does not have any qualifications that prove 
they can do a job □ It’s almost impossible to 
find work if you are unqualified. -2. [admiration, 

success] complete □ You have my unqualified 
support. 

unquestionable [An'kwestfanabl] adj [advan¬ 

tage, improvement] a word used to show that 
one feels sure about what one is saying □ 
Her talent as an actress is unquestionable. 

unquestioning [An'kwestjamr)] adj [acceptance, 

reliance] that one has not thought enough 
about □ unquestioning obedience. 

unravel [An'raevl] (us yt &t yy unraveled, cont 
unraveling, GB yt & yy unravelled, cont unrav¬ 
elling) o vt -1. [knitting, ball of wool] to undo 
<sthg> by unwinding the thread. -2. [prob¬ 

lem, mystery] to solve <sthg> by finding out 
how it happened, o vi: The stitching/mystery 
has started to unravel. 

unreadable [An'rhdabl] adj -1. [text, book] that 
is difficult to read because it is boring or 
complex. -2. [handwriting] that is impossible 
to read because it is not neat. -3. computing 
[disk] that cannot be recognized by a com¬ 
puter. 

unreal [An'rial] adj -1. [situation, feeling] that is 
strange and not like real life □ Everything 
seemed unreal during those weeks in Rio. 
-2. [quality, level] that one thinks is extremely 
good (informal use) □ The taste is unreal! 

unrealistic [.Anria'hstik] adj (expectation, idea] 

that is not based on reality; [person] who 
does not take account of what is likely to 
happen □ There's no point making unrealistic 
forecasts. □ You're being unrealistic. 

unreasonable [An'rhznabl] adj [demand, pres¬ 

sure] that is greater than what is fair or sen¬ 
sible □ It's unreasonable to expect too much of a 
seven-year-old. 

unrecognizable [.An'rekagnaizabl] adj [place, 

person] that is/ impossible to recognize be¬ 
cause of change or injury □ The town was un¬ 
recognizable after so many years of war. 

unrecognized [.An'rekagnaizd] adj -1. [need, ef¬ 

fort, contribution] that is not noticed or con¬ 
sidered important by people. -2. [person] 
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who is not recognized by people who have 
met them before. 

unrecorded [.Anri'korfdad] adj -1. [comment, 
view] that is not written down, and cannot 
therefore be checked. -2. [session, perfor¬ 
mance] that is not recorded on tape or video, 

unrefined [.Anri'faind] adj -1. [oil, sugar, flour] 
that has not been made purer by industrial 
processes. -2. [behavior, person] that is not 
polite. 

unrehearsed [,Anri'h3:rst] adj [outburst, speech] 
that is not planned in advance, 

unrelated [.Anri'leitad] adj [incidents, events] 
that are not connected to each other, al¬ 
though they may be similar in some way □ 
This incident is unrelated to last week's explosion. 

unrelenting [.Anri'lentir)] adj [pressure, opposi¬ 
tion] that continues for a long time without 
stopping (formal use). 

unreliable [,Aiin'laiabl] adj [equipment, method] 
that one cannot depend on; (person] who 
might disappoint one, e.g. by being late or 
not doing what they promise □ John is so un¬ 
reliable! 

unrelieved [,Anri'liivd] adj [gloom, anxiety, bore¬ 
dom] that continues for a long time without 
getting any better □ three weeks of boredom, 
unrelieved by any form of amusement. 

unremitting [,Anrr'mitir)] adj [effort, struggle] 
that continues for a long time without get¬ 
ting any weaker (formal use), 

unrepeatable [.Anri'piitabl] adj -1. [offer, perfor¬ 
mance] that will not happen again. -2. [word, 
comment] that is too rude or offensive to re¬ 
peat. 

unrepentant [.Anri'pentant] adj -1. [advocate, 
supporter] who strongly believes in a particu¬ 
lar cause □ an unrepentant champion of social¬ 
ism. -2. [person] who is not sorry for some¬ 
thing they have done □ He remains unrepent¬ 
ant. 

unrepresentative [.Anrepra'zentativ] adj [sam¬ 
ple, section] that is not typical of a larger 
group □ These views are unrepresentative of the 
electorate as a whole. 

unrequited [.Anri'kwaitad] adj unrequited love 
love that one has for somebody who does 
not love one. 

unreserved [,Anri'z3:rvd] adj -1. [support, admi¬ 
ration] complete. -2. [seat, table] that is not re¬ 
served in advance. 

unresolved [.Anri'zDlvd] adj [problem, issue! 
that has not been dealt with satisfactorily, 

unresponsive [,Anri'spDnsiv] adj to be unre¬ 
sponsive to sthg [to medical treatment, an ap¬ 
peal] not to react to sthg. 

unrest [An'rest] n a feeling of anger with the 
government, employers etc among a group 
of people, often expressed through riots and 
protests □ industrial/social unrest. 

unrestrained [.Anri'streind] adj [growth, vio¬ 
lence] that is not controlled or limited in any 
way □ a period of unrestrained economic growth. 

unrestricted [.Anri'stnktad] adj [access, power. 

testing] that is not controlled or limited by 
any laws, rules etc. 

unrewarding [.Anri'worfduj] adj [job, task] that 
is not pleasant to do because it does not 
give one any feeling of satisfaction □ The 
work is not difficult, but it's pretty unrewarding. 

unripe [,An'raip] adj [fruit] that is not yet ready 
to eat. 

unrivaled us, unrivalled gb [An raivld] adj that 
is better than all the others of the same type 
□ The museum possesses an unrivaled collection 
of Indian art. 

unroll [An'roul] vt [poster, carpet, certificate] to 
pull one end of <sthg that is rolled up> so 
that it becomes flat. 

unruffled [An’rAfld] adj [person] who is calm 
and not upset by a difficult situation □ Claire 
remained calm and unruffled throughout the trial. 

unruly [An'rurfi] (compar unrulier, superl unruli¬ 
est) adj -1. [child, class] that is badly-behaved 
and hard to control. -2. [hair] that does not 
stay in the style one wants it to stay in. 

unsafe [An'seif] adj -1. [building, conditions, appli¬ 

ance] dangerous. -2. unsafe sex sexual activ¬ 
ities that carry a risk of spreading HIV, espe¬ 
cially having sex without a condom. -3. to 
feel unsafe to feel that one is in danger, 

unsaid [An'sed] adj to leave sthg unsaid not to 
express something in words, usually because 
it would hurt somebody’s feelings □ Some 
things are better left unsaid. 

unsal(e)able [.An'seibbI] adj [product, house] 

that cannot be sold because nobody wants 
to buy it. 

unsatisfactory [.Ansaetas'faektri] adj [outcome, 

service, standard] that is not good enough, 

unsavory us, unsavoury gb [An'seivari] adj 
[person, affair, revelation] that seems unpleas¬ 
ant and morally bad □ A couple of unsavory¬ 
looking characters were hanging around outside. 

unscathed [An'skeidd] adj to be unscathed not 
to be injured or harmed in any way after a 
serious accident. 

unscheduled [US ,An'sked3u:ld, GB .An'jedjudd] 
adj [stop, visit] that is not planned in ad¬ 
vance. 

unscientific [.Ansaian'tifik] adj [approach, meth¬ 

od] that does not follow the principles of sci¬ 
ence, especially by not being objective, 

unscrew fiAn'skru:] vt -1. [cap, lid] to take 
<sthg> off by turning it. -2. [shelf, door] to 
remove <sthg> by taking out the screws 
that hold it in place. 

unscrupulous [An'skruipjstas] adj [person] who 
is willing to do anything to get what they 
want, even if it means harming other people 
□ unscrupulous behavior. 

unsealed road [.Ansfild-] n AUS a road that 
does not have a tarmacadam surface, 

unseat [.An'siit] vf -1. [horse] to throw off <a 
rider>. -2. [leader, governor] to remove <sb> 
from an official position of power, usually 
by an election. 

unseeded [.An'sfidad] adj [player] who is not 
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officially considered to be a likely winner in 
a tennis tournament. 

unseemly [An'sumli] (compar unseemlier, superl 
unseemliest) adj (conduct, behavior] that is not 
appropriate for a particular situation because 
it is vulgar, impolite etc (formal use), 

unseen [,An'si:n] o adj [person, object] not seen 
or noticed □ an unseen observer, o adv [enter, 
leave] without being seen or noticed □ We 
were able to sneak out of the auditorium unseen. 

unselfish [An'selfif] adj [person, act] showing 
concern for other people rather than one¬ 
self. 

unsettle [An'setl] vt to make <sb> feel nerv¬ 
ous □ The news of her return unsettled me. 

unsettled [An'setld] adj -1. [phase, period] that 
is not calm or stable. -2. [person] who feels 
nervous, worried, or excited about some¬ 
thing and is unable to concentrate □ After 
three years in India, she feels very unsettled back 
in England. -3. [weather] that is likely to 
change quickly □ The weather will be cloudy 
and unsettled. -4. [issue, debate, question] that 
has not been brought to a satisfactory con¬ 
clusion o questions that still remain unsettled. 
-5. [debt, invoice] that has not been paid. 
-6. [area, region] where no people live, 

unsettling [An'setlirj] adj [news, effect] that 
causes somebody to feel unsetded o The 
news had a very unsettling effect on us all. 

unshak(e)able [An'Jeikabl] adj [faith, belief] that 
cannot be changed or made weaker, 

unshaven [,An'feivn] adj [face, chin] that is not 
shaved. 

unsheathe [An'Jud] vt to take <a sword> from 
its sheath. 

unsightly [An'saitli] adj [bruise, building] that is 
unpleasant to look at. 

unskilled [,An'skild] adj [worker] who has had 
no formal training in a craft or trade; [job, 
work] that requires no special training and 
involves physical work, 

unsociable [An'soufsbl] adj [person] who does 
not enjoy spending time with other people 
and having fun with them, 

unsocial [,An'soufl] adj to work unsocial hours 
GB to work at times of the day when most 
people are relaxing, e.g. late at night, 

unsold [.An'soold] adj [house, merchandise] that 
has not been sold after being on sale for a 
period of time. 

unsolicited [,Ans3iis3tsd] adj [reply, advice] that 
is sent or given without being asked for □ 
We get an enormous amount of unsolicited mail. 

unsolved [.An'sDlvd] adj [mystery, crime] that 
has not been solved. 

unsophisticated [.Ansa'fistakeitad] adj -1. [per¬ 
son] whose tastes, clothes, attitudes etc are 
simple and natural and who knows little 
about modem fashionable things □ an unso¬ 
phisticated look/style. -2. [device, approach] that 
is not very complicated or skillful, 

unsound [.An'saond] adj -1. [reasoning, argu¬ 
ment, theory] that is not based on facts or 
reason. -2. [building, structure] that is not in 

good condition and so likely to fall down. ■ 
to be of unsound mind to be mentally ill. 

unspeakable [An'spukabl] adj [crime, pain, be¬ 
havior] that is too bad to describe, 

unspecified [.An'spesafaid] adj [time, date, 
amount] that is not stated precisely □ Police 
had discovered unspecified quantities of heroin. 

unspoiled [.An'spoild], unspoilt [.An'spoilt] adj 
-1. [person] who is not used to too much 
luxury or too much attention. -2. [condition, 
goods] that is not damaged. -3. [beach, 
countryside] that is still pretty and has not 
been spoiled by building or development □ 
Thankfully, this part of the country is still relatively 
unspoiled. 

unspoken [An'spoukan] adj -1. [feeling, thought] 
that is not expressed in words □ So many 
things had remained unspoken between them. 
-2. [understanding, agreement] that exists be¬ 
tween two people without being discussed, 

unsporting [,An'spo:rtir)] adj [person] who be¬ 
haves unfairly and selfishly, especially to¬ 
ward an opponent in a sporting event □ un¬ 
sporting behavior. 

unstable [An'steibl] adj -1. [person] who is like¬ 
ly to change suddenly from one mood to 
another □ / think his family background has 
made him pretty unstable. -2. [structure, govern¬ 
ment] that is not strong and likely to col¬ 
lapse □ The building has been.declared unstable. 

unstated [.An'steitad] adj [aim, desire] that is 
not expressed in words, 

unsteady [An'stedi] (compar unsteadier, superl 
unsteadiest) adj -1. [person] who is unable to 
balance properly because they are old, ill etc 
□ He's rather unsteady on his feet. -2. [ladder, 
chair] that is not firmly in position and likely 
to fall over. 

unstinting [An'stintir)] adj [effort, kindness, 
praise] generous □ She was, as always, unstint¬ 
ing in her generosity. 

unstoppable [An'stopsbl] adj [person] who is 
determined and impossible to stop □ Her rise 
to power seemed unstoppable. 

unstructured [An'strAktJVd] adj [activity, group, 
system] that is not organized in a formal 
way □ The lessons were very unstructured. 

unstuck [,An'stAk] adj to come unstuck [label, 
stamp] to start to come off because the glue 
does not stick; [person] to start having prob¬ 
lems after a period when one has been suc¬ 
cessful. 

unsubstantiated bAnssb'staenJieitad] adj [story, 
report] that is not supported by any proof, 

unsuccessful [.Ansak'sesfl] adj -1. [attempt, ex¬ 
periment] that fails □ They tried to reach the sur¬ 
vivors, but were unsuccessful. -2. [candidate] 
who is not accepted for a job; who is not 
successful in an exam; [writer, actor] who has 
failed in a particular career □ We regret to in¬ 
form you that your application has been unsuc¬ 
cessful. 

unsuccessfully [,Ans3k'sesfli] adv [try, attempt] 
without success □ We tried, unsucessfully, to 
contact the girl's parents. 

unsuitable [An'suitsbl] adj [outfit, time, person] 
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that is not considered by other people to be 
appropriate for a particular situation, activity 
etc □ She was unsuitable for the job, since she 
couldn't speak Spanish. 

unsuited [An'suitad] adj -1. to be unsuited to or 

for sthg [to a job, position] not to be the right 
sort of person for sthg □ He is dearly unsuited 
to army life. -2. to be unsuited [two people] not 
to be the sort of people who will naturally 
get on well with each other, especially in a 
relationship □ They were entirely unsuited to 
each other from the beginning. 

unsung [.An'sAij] adj [deed, hero] that deserves 
to be praised publicly but is not. 

unsure [, An1 Ji>3r] adj -1. to be or feel unsure 
not to have enough confidence □ / feel unsure 
of myself in class discussions. -2. to be unsure 
about or of sthg [about a reaction, time, plan] to 
be uncertain about sthg □ She was unsure 
(about) how to proceed. 

unsurpassed [us .Anser'psest, GB ,Ansa'pa:st] adj 
[excellence, elegance] that is so good that 
nothing has ever been better than it. 

unsuspecting [.Ansa'spektig] adj [person] who 
does not realize that something is happen¬ 
ing or going to happen □ His poor unsuspect¬ 
ing father came home to find a party in full swing. 

unsweetened [,An'swi:tnd] adj [drink, food] that 
has no sugar added to it. 

unswerving [An'sw3:rvir)] adj [devotion, dedica¬ 

tion, loyalty] that continues for a long time 
without getting any weaker, 

unsympathetic [.Ansimpa'Getik] adj [person] 

who is not willing to feel sorry for some¬ 
body, or to help them with their problems □ 
I hate to sound unsympathetic, but what has all 
this to do with me} 

untangle [An'taeggl] vt [thread, wool, cord] to 
make <sthg> straight by removing the knots 
in it. 

untapped [.An'tsept] adj [reserves, supplies, re¬ 

sources] that have not been used before, but 
are probably valuable or useful □ a hitherto 
untapped source of wealth. 

untaxed [.An'tskst] adj untaxed income in¬ 
come on which tax is not paid, 

untenable [An'tenabl] adj [position, theory] that 
cannot be defended because it is easy to 
criticize □ Ford's position was now untenable: 
he had no choice but to resign. 

unthinkable [An'GigkabI] adj to be unthinkable 
[war, defeat] to be impossible to accept or 
agree with □ It's unthinkable that I should give 
up now. 

unthinkingly [An'Gigkirjli] odv [act, support] 

without thinking about the possible conse¬ 
quences. 

untidy [An'taidi] (compar untidier, superl untidi- 
est) adj [room, work, appearance] that is messy 
or not arranged in a neat way; [person] who 
leaves things in this state □ His clothes lay on 
the floor in an untidy heap. 

untie [,An'tai] (cont untying) vt -1. [ribbon, laces] 

to undo a knot or knots in <a piece of 
string, rope> etc □ Irma untied her scarf and 
draped it over the back of her chair. -2. [package. 

prisoner] to remove the rope or string tied 
around <sb/sthg>. 

until [an'til] prep & conj -1. used to say that an 
event is happening before a particular time 
but not after it □ Breakfast is served from 7:30 
a.m. until 10 a.m. □ Up until that time I'd never 
really spoken much French. □ Keep in the left- 
hand lane until you come to a set of traffic lights. 
-2. not...until used to say that something 
only starts happening after a particular time 
or after a particular event □ His parents heard 
nothing more until July the following year. □ It 
wasn't until I got to work that I remembered I had 
a doctor's appointment. □ Basically, there's very 
little we can do until we get more evidence. 

untimely [An'taimli] adj -1. [end, departure] that 
happens sooner than one expected □ After 
the untimely death of his father... -2. [remark, ar¬ 

rival] that happens at an unsuitable moment 
□ Her comment was untimely. 

untiring [An'taiarir)] adj [person] who continues 
doing something without slowing down or 
stopping; [work, support] that continues over 
a long period of time without getting less or 
weaker □ Our warmest thanks go to Miss Dav¬ 
enport for her untiring efforts on our behalf. 

untold [,An'tould] adj untold wealth/suffering 
very great wealth/suffering, 

untouched [.An'tAtft] adj to be untouched [per¬ 

son, place] not to be changed, affected, or 
damaged by something; [meal, food, drink] 

that has not been eaten or drunk □ a remote 
village, untouched by the 20th century □ The 
building was untouched by the explosion. 

untoward [US An'toird, GB .Anta'woid] adj [be¬ 

havior, event] that is unexpected and causes 
problems □ / didn't notice anything untoward. 

untrained [.An'treind] adj -1. [staff, worker] who 
has not been trained in a particular job. 
-2. an untrained voice a voice that has not 
been formally trained. ■ to the untrained eye 
to somebody who is not an expert □ To the 
untrained eye, they look the same. 

untrammeled us, untrammelled gb Un- 
’traemald] adj that is free and is not limited or 
restricted by rules (formal use), 

untreated [.An'triitad] adj -1. [injury, illness, per¬ 

son] that has not received medical treat¬ 
ment. -2. [sewage, waste] that has not been 
made safe by chemical treatment, 

untried [,An'traid] adj [method, product, weapon] 

that has not yet been tried or tested, 

untroubled [,An'trAbld] adj [person, attitude] not 
worried □ She seemed strangely untroubled by 
the whole affair. 

untrue [An'tru:] adj -1. [statement, story] that is 
not true, often because it has been invented 
□ It's untrue, every single word! -2. to be untrue 
to sb to be unfaithful to sb. 

untrustworthy [,An'trAstw3:rdi] adj [person] who 
cannot be trusted. 

untruth [An'tru:G] n something that somebody 
says that is not true. 

untruthful [An'tnnGfl] adj -1. [person] who 
does not tell the truth. -2. [remark, statement, 

answer] that is not true. 
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untutored [,An'tiu:t3rd] adj (formal use) -1. [per¬ 

son] who has not been trained or educated. 
-2. to the untutored eye to the untrained 
eye. 

unusable [,An'ju:zabl] adj that is not in a good 
enough condition to be used, 

unused [sense 1 ,An'ju:zd, sense 2 An'juist] adj 
-1. [clothes, machine, land] that has never been 
used, or has not been used for a long time. 
-2. to be unused to sthg not to be used to 
sthg □ / am unused to (having) so much free 
time. 

unusual [An‘ju:3ual] adj [sight, occurrence] that 
is different from what is usual □ It's unusual 
for him to be on time! □ It's unusual to see so 
many people here. 

unusually [An'jui3U3li] adv more than usual □ 
She was unusually young for someone in her po¬ 
sition. 

unvarnished [An'va:rmjt] adj [truth, account, de¬ 

scription] that has not had extra details added 
to it to make it more interesting or exciting, 

unveil [,An'veil] vt -1. [statue, painting, plaque] to 
remove a cover from <sthg> as part of a 
special public ceremony. -2. [plans, policy, 

product] to tell people about <sthg> for the 
first time □ The government has unveiled plans 
for a new highway. 

unwaged [,An'weid3d] gb o adj [person] who 
does not have a paid job □ Are you waged or 
unwaged? o npl the unwaged people who are 
unwaged. 

unwanted [.An'wontad] adj [object, child, preg¬ 

nancy] that is not wanted □ It was an unwant¬ 
ed Christmas present. 

unwarranted [An'worsntad] adj that one can¬ 
not accept because there is no good reason 
for it □ She did her best to avoid unwarranted at¬ 
tention. □ That was completely unwarranted! 

unwavering [An'weivsrir)] adj [loyalty, support, 

commitment] that is strong and never be¬ 
comes weaker. 

unwelcome [An'welkam] adj that is not want¬ 
ed □ / was made to feel unwelcome. □ an unwel¬ 
come situation/experience. 

unwell [An'wel] adj to be/feel unwell to be/feel 
ill, usually not seriously, 

unwieldy [An'widdi] (compar unwieldier, snperl 
unwieldiest) adj -1. [object, tool] that is diffi¬ 
cult to move, carry etc because it is very big 
or heavy. -2. [system, organization] that is too 
large and complicated to work efficiendy. 

unwilling [An'wdiri] adj [worker, helper] who 
does not want to do something □ He was un¬ 
willing to say anything without his lawyer present. 

unwind [.An'waind] {ft & pp unwound) o vf 
[bandage, thread] to undo <sthg that has been 
wrapped up or wrapped round something 
else>. o vi to relax gradually after a period 
of work, concentration, stress etc □ He likes a 
drink to help him unwind. 

unwise [,An'waiz] adj [decision, action] that is 
not a good idea, because it causes problems 
for one □ That was an unwise move to make. □ 
It would be unwise of you to agree. 

unwitting [An'witir)] adj (formal use) -1. an un¬ 

witting victim/accomplice etc a person who 
does not know that they are a victim/an ac¬ 
complice etc. -2. [insult, remark, action] that is 
not intended. 

unwittingly [An'witirili] adv without knowing 
or understanding what one is doing □ She 
unwittingly participated in their scheme. 

unworkable [An‘w3:rk3bl] adj [idea, plan, sys¬ 
tem] that is impossible to do or use. 

unworldly [An'w3:rldli] adj [person] naive, 

unworthy [An'w3:rdi] (compar unworthier, superl 
unworthiest) adj to be unworthy of sthg [of 
honor, love, attention] not to deserve sthg. 

unwound [.An'waund] past tense <S2 past partici¬ 
ple of unwind. 

unwrap [.An'raep] (pt &t pp unwrapped, cont un¬ 
wrapping) vt [package] to open <sthg> by 
taking off the paper that covers it. 

unwritten rule [,Anritn-] n a way of doing 
something that everybody follows but that 
is not a legal or official rule. 

unyielding [An'jnldirj] adj [person, attitude] that 
continues to resist pressure, opposition etc 
and is unlikely to change, 

unzip [.An'zip] {pt & pp unzipped, cont unzip¬ 
ping) vt [jacket, case] to open the zipper on 
<a bag, piece of clothing> etc. 

UP Up] {pt & pp upped, cont upping) o adv 
-1. to look/climb up to look/climb toward a 
higher position □ You can go right up to the top 
of the tower, m to pick/lift sthg up to pick/lift 
sthg from the ground, floor, table etc □ A 
large crane hauled the cargo up onto the deck. 
-2. a house up in the mountains a house in a 
high place in the mountains □ It's up here. □ 
She's up in her bedroom. -3. to get/jump up to 
get/jump into an upright or standing posi¬ 
tion from a chair, bed etc □ Sit up straight! □ 
Help me up, will you? -4. to go up to Seattle to 
go north from one’s home etc to Seattle □ 
They live somewhere up north. -5. to go/run up 
to sb to go/run toward sb and stop □ This 
stranger came up to me and introduced himself. □ 
I heard a car pull up outside. -6. prices have 
gone up prices have become more or higher 
□ Inflation has shot up by 3%. □ Can you turn up 
the volume? -7. to tear/divide sthg up to tear/ 
divide sthg into smaller parts □ The family 
was split up and the children taken into care. 
-8. to add/collect sthg up to add/collect sthg 
together in one place □ / gathered up all my 
belongings and left. -9. to pin/fix sthg up to 
pin/fix sthg on a wall, bulletin board etc in a 
place where it can be seen □ There are post¬ 
ers up all over town. -10. to eat/drink sthg up 
to eat/drink sthg until it is all finished. 
-11. to clean/tidy (sthg) up to make sthg 
clean/tidy again □ You can sweep up the kitch¬ 
en. -12. the right/wrong way up with the 
right/wrong side on top □ 'This Side Up. ’ 

o prep -1. to go up a hill to go from a lower, 
place on a hill to a higher one □ / ran up the 
stairs. □ The smoke went up the chimney. -2. to 
walk up a street to walk along a street to¬ 
ward its far end □ Her office is just up the corri¬ 
dor from mine. -3. to sail up a river to sail 
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along a river in the direction that leads 
away from the sea. 

o adj -1. to be/get up [person] to be/get out 
of bed □ Are you still up? □ The baby kept us up 
half the night. -2. to be up [period of time] to be 
finished □ My trial period is up next week. ■ 
time's up a phrase used to announce that 
the time for doing an exam, job etc is fin¬ 
ished. -3. the road is up the road cannot be 
used because it is being repaired. -4. two 
points up winning by two points □ Sales are 
up 15% on last year. -5. what's up (with her)? 
what is wrong or the matter (with her)? (in¬ 
formal use) □ There's something up (with my car). 
-6. to be up and running [system, project] to 
have started and be working satisfactorily □ 
The new factory should be up and running within 
two months. 

o n ups and downs good things and bad 
things that happen to one □ We all have our 
ups and downs. 

o vt [prices, cost] to make <an amount* 
more or higher (informal use) □ We'll have to 
up our offer. 

♦ up against prep -1. to be up against sthg/sb 
[resistance, problems] to have to deal with 
sthg/sb difficult □ We came up against some 
stiff opposition. -2. very close to <sthg> and 
touching it □ My knees were pressed up against 
the seat in front. 

♦ up and about adj [person] well and out of 
bed after an illness □ I'm glad to see you’re up 
and about again, Molly. 

♦ up and down adv -1. [jump, bounce] upward 
and downward repeatedly. -2. [walk, pace] in 
one direction and back again repeatedly. 

♦ up for prep to be up for sthg to have to 
undergo sthg soon □ The case is coming up for 
review next month. 

♦ up to prep -1. used to give a maximum 
limit □ The job could take up to six weeks. □ 
This message applies to everyone, up to and in¬ 
cluding senior managers. -2. up to 5 o'clock un¬ 
til 5 o’clock □ / felt fine up to last week. -3. to 
be/feel up to doing sthg to be/feel well 
enough to do sthg □ I'm not up to going out to¬ 
night. ■ to be up to sthg to be good enough 
or able to do sthg □ He's very inexperienced — 
do you think he's up to it? ■ it's not up to much 
it’s not very good □ My French isn't up to 
much. -4. to be up to sthg [person] to be do¬ 
ing sthg secretly, usually something bad (in¬ 
formal use) □ What are you up to? -5. it's up to 
you it’s your responsibility or choice □ The 
decision is entirely up to you. □ It is up to Person¬ 
nel to check people's references. 

♦ up until prep up until Christmas until Christ¬ 
mas □ Don't leave it up until the last moment. 

up-and-coming adj [performer, athlete] who 
will soon be very successful and popular. 

up-and-up n -1. on the up-and-up getting bet¬ 
ter or more successful □ At last my life seems 
to be on the up-and-up. -2. on the up-and-up US 
honest (informal use). 

upbeat [*Apbi:t] adj [person, message, forecast] 
that‘seems relaxed and optimistic, especially 

up-market 

when the situation is quite difficult (informal 
use). 

upbraid Up'breid] vt to speak angrily to <sb> 
about something wrong they have done and 
criticize them for it (formal use), 

upbringing ['Apbrirgr)] n the care, education, 
treatment etc one receives as a child, espe¬ 
cially from one’s parents □ I had a good/strict/ 
deprived upbringing. 

upcoming ['ApkAmirj] adj an upcoming event 
an event that is going to happen soon □ the 
upcoming elections. 

update [,Ap'deit] vt [file, information, equipment] 

to change <sthg> so that it is more modem, 
e.g. by adding new information or parts, 

upend [Ap'end] vt to put <sthg> on its end or 
upside down □ The box was upended. 

upfront [.Ap'frAnt] adj to be upfront to be open 
and honest □ He was very upfront about how 
he felt. 

♦ up front adv [pay, give, get] as payment in 
advance □ / need $20/10% up front. 

upgrade [.Ap'greid] vf-1. [facilities, system, equip¬ 

ment] to improve the standard of <sthg>, 
e.g. by buying a more recent model of a 
piece of equipment □ I've upgraded my com¬ 
puter system. -2. [employee, job, status] to give 
<sb/sthg> a higher or more important posi¬ 
tion. -3. [passenger] to give <sb> a better 
class of seat on a plane □ On the return flight I 
was upgraded to business class. 

upheaval [Ap'hiivl] n great change that causes 
worry, confusion, and sometimes violence □ 
social/political/emotional upheaval. 

upheld [Ap'held] past tense <£? past participle of 
uphold. 

uphill [,Ap'hil] o adj -1. [path, road, slope] that 
rises. -2. an uphill struggle/task a struggle/ 
task that is difficult and needs a lot of effort, 
o adv [walk, drive] toward a higher position, 

uphold [Ap'hould] (pt & pp upheld) vt -1. [law, 

principle, system] to defend <sthg>. -2. law 

[verdict, decision] to confirm <sthg> officially 
□ The appeal court upheld the judge's decision. 

upholster [Ap'hoolst3r] vt [chair, sofa] to provide 
<a piece of fumiture> with a soft filling and 
covering. 

upholstery [Ap'houlstsri] n -1. the materials 
used to upholster a sofa, chair etc. -2. the 
covering for the seats in a car. 

upkeep ['Apkirp] n [of a building, car, garden] the 
process or cost of keeping something in 
good condition. 

upland ['Aplsnd] adj an upland pasture/forest 
etc a pasture/forest etc that is on high land. 

♦ uplands ttpl an area of high land. 

uplift [Ap'lift] vt to make <sb> feel more 
cheerful and full of hope □ / felt uplifted by his 
speech. 

uplifting [Ap'liftirj] adj [experience, speech] that 
makes one feel happy and full of hope, 

uplighter [’Aplait3r] n a lamp that reflects light 
upward □ a halogen uplighter. 

up-market o adj [product, hotel] that is de¬ 
signed for or used by people who are rich □ 
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a chic, up-market restaurant, o adv: kef's go up¬ 
market and buy a better one. 

upon [a'pDn] prey (formal use) -1. used as a 
more formal word for “on” □ We sat upon the 
grass. □ She had a foolish grin upon her face. 
-2. upon arrival/departure at the time of or 
shortly after arriving/leaving □ Payment is due 
upon delivery. □ Upon hearing the news, I rushed 
to the telephone. -3. Christmas is upon us very 
soon it will be Christmas. -4. mile upon mile 
very many miles (used for emphasis) □ The 
slopes were covered with row upon row of vines. 

upper l'Apar] o adj -1. [lip, part, section] that is 
the higher part of something that is divided 
into two parts □ The upper half of her body was 
completely paralyzed. -2. [branches, echelons] 

that are nearer the top of something. -3. 
geography that is further from the sea □ the 
upper valley of the Nile, o n the top part of a 
shoe that is joined to the sole. 

Upper Chamber n in a law-making body that 
has two chambers, the smaller and less 
powerful one, e.g. the senate in the USA. 

upper class n the upper class(es) the highest 
social class, usually consisting of the people 
who have the most money and power. 

♦ upper-class adj: an upper-class accent/school. 

upper-crust adj upper-class (informal use), 

uppercut [’Ap3rkAt] « a punch with which one 
hits somebody’s chin from below, 

upper hand n to have the upper hand to be in 
a stronger position than other people who 
are against one o He always seems to get the 
upper hand in an argument. 

Upper House « = Upper Chamber, 

upper middle class o n the upper middle 
class the social class consisting mainly of 
wealthy professionals and business people, 
o adj: an upper-middle-class suburb. 

uppermost ['Apahnoost] adj -1. highest □ / 
couldn't reach the uppermost shelf. -2. to be 
uppermost in one's mind to be the thing that 
one is thinking about most, 

uppity [’Apati] adj [person] who is rude be¬ 
cause they behave as if they are important, 
even though they are not (informal use), 

upright ['Aprait] o adj -1. [person] who is 
standing with a straight back; [object] that is 
pointing straight up and is not leaning to 
one side. -2. an upright chair a chair that has 
a straight back and no arms. -3. an upright 
freezer/cabinet etc a freezer/cabinet etc that 
is tall and narrow, not low and wide. 
-4. [person, citizen] honest, honorable, and re¬ 
sponsible □ He's an upright member of the com¬ 
munity. o adv [sit, stand] Hold it upright, o n [of 
a door, bookshelf, goal] a part of something 
that stands up and supports another part, 

upright piano « a piano in which the strings 
are contained in a tall narrow box behind 
the keyboard. 

uprising [’Apraizirj] n an attempt to get rid of 
the people who are in power, made by a 
large number of people using violent meth¬ 
ods. 

uproar ['Apr3:r] « -1. the noise made by a lot 

of people who are shouting because they 
are angry and shocked □ His speech couldn't 
be heard above the uproar. -2. an angry protest 
□ The new proposals provoked (an) uproar in the 
teaching profession. 

uproarious [Ap'rarrias] adj -1. [crowd, meeting] 
where there is a lot of very noisy laughter. 
-2. [film, joke] very funny, 

uproot [Ap'rurt] vf -1. to remove <sb> from 
the place where they are living □ Many peo¬ 
ple were uprooted from their homes by the war. 
m to uproot oneself to leave one’s place of 
birth, home etc □ She uprooted herself and 
went to live abroad. -2. [tree, weed] to pull <a 
plant> out of the ground □ A number of oak 
trees were uprooted in the storm. 

upscale ['Apskeil] adj = up-market, 

upset [adj & vb Ap'set, n Apset] (yt & yy upset, 
cont upsetting) o adj -1. to be upset to be 
unhappy and disappointed about something; 
to be offended by something □ He was very 
upset when he heard the news. □ She was really 
upset that you hadn't asked her. -2. to have an 
upset stomach to have a slight illness in 
one’s stomach. 
o n -1. to have a stomach upset to have a 
slight illness in one’s stomach. -2. an unex¬ 
pected result, e.g. in an election or sports 
event □ The team's victory was a major upset, 
o vt -1. to make <sb> upset □ / didn't want to 
upset her but I had to tell her the news. □ / sup¬ 
pose I'll have to invite him if I don't want to upset 
him. -2. [arrangements, routine] to make 
<sthg> go wrong □ John's arrival upset all my 
plans. -3. [boat, cup] to turn <sthg> over acci¬ 
dentally □ / managed to upset the goldfish bowl. 

upsetting [Ap'setip] adj [experience, news] that 
makes one feel upset □ / found the whole ex¬ 
perience very upsetting. 

upshot [’Apjot] n the upshot the final result of 
something □ What was the upshot of it all then? 

upside down [.Apsaid-] o adj that is turned 
around so that the top part is at the bottom 
□ The picture is upside down! o adv [hold, hang, 
place] The plate landed upside down on the floor. 
■ to turn sthg upside down [building, room, 
cupboard] to search sthg completely, leaving 
it in a mess □ / turned the office upside down 
looking for that file! 

upstage [,Ap'steid3] vt to make people notice 
and admire one more than <sb> by being 
more interesting or attractive □ The President 
was upstaged by ten-year-old Katy Smith, who 
captivated the audience. 

upstairs [,Ap'ste3rz] o adj an upstairs window/ 
room etc a window/room etc that is on a 
floor above the ground floor, o adv on or to 
a higher floor □ Our neighbors upstairs are very 
noisy. □ He went upstairs to the bedroom. □ The 
toilet is upstairs, o n the upstairs [of a building] 
the floor or floors above the ground floor, 

upstanding [.Ap'stcendir)] adj [person] who is 
honest and responsible □ a fine upstanding 
member of the community. 

upstart [’Apsta:rt] n a person who has recently 
risen to a position of power and who uses 
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this power in a way that annoys other peo¬ 
ple (disapproving use) □ I'm not being spoken to 
like that by some little upstart! 

upstate [.Ap'steit] US o adj northern □ upstate 
Vermont, o adv [live, move, work] in or to the 
northern part of the state □ They've moved 
upstate. 

upstream [,Ap'stri:m] o adj in the opposite di¬ 
rection from the way a river, stream etc 
flows □ The bridge is a few miles upstream from 
here, o adv [move, sail, swim] We paddled 
upstream for a while. 

upsurge ['Aps3:rd3] n -1. [of hatred, unrest, re¬ 

sentment] a sudden appearance of something 
□ The transport of live cattle has led to an 
upsurge of protest. -2. [in unemployment, sales, 

investment] a sudden rise in something □ 
There has been an upsurge in the number of 
homeless people. 

upswing [‘Apswig] n [in economic activity, popu¬ 

larity] a sudden improvement or increase in 
something. 

uptake ['Apteik] tt to be quick/slow on the 
uptake to be quick/slow to understand some¬ 
thing. 

uptight [Ap'tait] adj [person] who is bad- 
tempered because they are nervous or wor¬ 
ried (informal use). 

up-to-date adj -1. [equipment, technology, meth¬ 

ods] the most recent or newest □ We use only 
the most up-to-date technology. -2. [publication, 

report] that includes the most recent infor¬ 
mation □ Do you have a more up-to-date edition? 
■ to keep up-to-date with sthg [with news, 

events] to make sure one has the most re¬ 
cent information about sthg □ I try to keep 
up-to-date with the latest developments. 

up-to-the-minute adj [information, report] the 
most recent that there is □ Stay tuned for 
more up-to-the-minute coverage of world events. 

uptown [.Ap'taon] US o adj that is in the 
northern part of a city, especially New York 
City □ He lives in an uptown residential district, 
o adv [go, live, work] in or to the northern 
part of a city. 

upturn ['Apt3:rn] n [in business, economy, the 

market] an improvement in something after a 
bad period. 

upturned [Ap't3:rnd] adj -1. [face, nose] that 
turns upward. -2. [car, cup, bucket] that has 
been turned upside down. 

upward ['Apward] o adv -1. to look/point 
upward to look/point toward a higher posi¬ 
tion □ The smoke was drifting slowly upward 
into the air. -2. to drive or force sthg upward 
to make sthg become greater or more □ Esti¬ 
mates of the cost have since been revised 
upward. -3. face upward with one’s face look¬ 
ing toward the sky. -4. children aged ten and 
upward, children from the age of ten upward 
children aged ten and more, o adj an 
upward trend/movement a trend/move- 
ment that makes something greater or more 
□ the upward spiral of inflation. 

♦ upward of prep more than <a particular 

number> o There must have been upward of 
150 people there. 

upwardly-mobile [.Apw^dli-] adj [person] who 
is in the process of moving up from a lower 
social class to a higher one. 

upwards ['Apwardz] adv = upward. 
♦ upwards of prep = upward of. 

upwind [.Ap'wind] adj in the opposite direc¬ 
tion from the way the wind is blowing □ 
The town was a few miles upwind of the explo¬ 
sion. 

URA (abbr of Urban Renewal Administration) n 
the URA a US government department re¬ 
sponsible for rebuilding parts of cities that 
have been neglected. 

Ural Mountains [Juaral-] = Urals. 

Urals ['juaralz]: the Urals a mountain range in 
western Russia that is considered to be the 
border between Europe and Asia, highest 

point: 1,894 m. 

uranium [jo'reinjam] n a radioactive metal 
used to make nuclear power and nuclear 
weapons. SYMBOL: U. 

Uranus ['juaranas] the planet in the solar sys¬ 
tem that is seventh-furthest from the Sun. 

urban ['3:rban] adj [deprivation, development] 

that is connected with a town or city □ 
urban regeneration. 
NOTE: Compare rural. 

urbane [3:r'bein] adj [person] who behaves 
with good manners and confidence in social 
situations. 

urbanize, -ise ['3:rbanaiz] vt to build homes, 
businesses, industries etc on <land in the 
countryside>. 

urban renewal « the process of demolishing 
old buildings in areas of a town or city and 
building new houses, businesses etc there. 

urchin ['3:rtfon] « a young child who has no 
home, family, or money and lives in the 
streets of a city (old-fashioned use). 

Urdu ['oa'du:] n a language spoken in Pakistan 
and parts of India. 

urge [3ird3] o « a strong sudden desire □ / sud¬ 
denly had an urge to smoke a cigarette, o vt 
-1. to urge sb to do sthg to encourage sb 
strongly to do sthg □ / urged him to accept the 
offer. -2. [caution, remedy] to recommend 
<sthg> strongly □ Community leaders urged re¬ 
straint. 

urgency [’3:rd3ansi] n\ see urgent □ This is a mat¬ 
ter of some urgency. 

urgent ['3:rd3ant] adj [request, letter, case] that 
needs to be dealt with quickly or immedi¬ 
ately; [appeal, call, voice] that shows that 
something needs to be dealt with in this 
way □ This is urgent, I have to see her. 

urgently ['3:rd3antli] adv as soon as possible or 
immediately, as a result of an urgent situa¬ 
tion □ / must see him urgently. □ Medical assis¬ 
tance is urgently required. 

urinal [US 'joranl, GB jui'rainl] n a bowl or 
channel that is fitted to a wall in a public 
toilet for men and boys to urinate in; a pub¬ 
lic toilet containing these. 
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urinary [US 'juaraneri, GB -sri] adj [tract, infec¬ 

tion] that is connected with the parts of the 
body that urine passes through. 

urinate ['.juoroneitj vi to get rid of urine from 
one’s body. 

urine ['juaran] n the yellow or clear liquid that 
people and animals produce in their bodies, 
especially after drinking, and that they get 
rid of. 

urn [3:rn] n -1. a decorative container similar 
to a vase used to hold the ashes of a dead 
person. -2. a large metal container with a 
tap near the bottom for making and serving 
tea or coffee. 

Uruguay ['juaragwai] a country in south¬ 
eastern South America, on the Atlantic coast 
between Brazil and Argentina, size: 177,500 
sq kms. population: 3,200,000 (Uruguayans). 

capital: Montevideo, language: Spanish. 
currency: Uruguayan peso. 

US [stressed as, unstressed as] pron used as the 
object of a verb, and after prepositions, to 
refer to a group of people that includes one¬ 
self □ Could you help us with our baggage? □ 
Our competitors might just beat us to it. □ He 
gave us directions to get to the airport. □ Our son 
has gone on vacation without us. □ All of us have 
experienced this at some time or other. ■ it’s us 
used to identify a group of people that in¬ 
cludes oneself □ Don't get up, it's only us. 

US abbr of United States a a US citizen. 

USA o abbr of United States of America, o n 
abbr of United States Army. 

usable [‘juizabl] adj that is in good enough 
condition to be used □ Is this paint still usable? 
□ The equipment is no longer usable. 

USAF n abbr of United States Air Force. 

usage ['ju:sid3] n -1. the way in which words 
are used in a particular language □ modern 
English usage □ current usage in Canadian 
French. -2. a way in which a word is used; 
the meaning that a word has □ a common 
usage □ This word has several usages. -3. [of 

equipment, energy, resource] the act of using 
something □ It's still in working order despite 
constant usage. 

USCG n abbr of United States Coast Guard. 

USDA (abbr of United States Department of 
Agriculture) « the USDA the US government 
department responsible for agriculture. 

USDAW [Azdo:] (abbr of Union of Shop, Dis¬ 
tributive, and Allied Workers) n a British labor 
union for shop, transport, and marketing 
workers. 

USDI n abbr of United States Department of 
the Interior. 

use [n & aux vb ju:s, vt ju:z] o n -1. the use of 
sthg [of a tool, material, method] the act of 
using sthg □ Students are allowed the use of a 
dictionary in the exam. □ The large-scale use of 
pesticides has come under increasing attack. □ 
The shelving is designed for use in the office or 
home environment. □ The carpet is ideal for 
heavy domestic use. ■ to be in use [device, ma¬ 

chine, technique] to be being used □ All our 
telephone lines are in use at the moment. ■ to 

come into use to start being used □ This par¬ 
ticular drug came into use during the early twen¬ 
ties. ■ to make use of sthg [machine, skill, facil¬ 
ity] to use sthg □ Local residents were encour¬ 
aged to make use of the college's swimming 
pool. ■ to make good use of sthg to get the 
most benefit out of sthg that one can □ / feel 
sure we could make better use of the space we 
have available. * to put sthg to good use to use 
sthg for a suitable purpose □ Thank you so 
much for the camera, which I'll put to good use 
on my trip to Rome. -2. to have the use of sthg 
[of a part of the body, car, house] to have the 
ability or right to use sthg □ She has the use 
of a company car. □ When he had the stroke last 
year he lost the use of his right hand. -3. to have 
a use to be able to be used for a particular 
purpose □ This little gadget has many different 
uses. □ Don't throw it away — I'm sure I'll find a 
use for it someday. ■ to be of use to be useful 
□ / hope that the book will be of some use to 
you. □ Can I be of any use to you? ■ to be no 
use to be useless □ Here, take it, it's no use to 
me. ■ it's no use, what's the use phrases used 
to say that something is not having any ef¬ 
fect and so is not worth doing □ It's no use 
shouting, there's no one around. □ It's no use, 
the engine won't start. □ What's the use of talk¬ 
ing to him? He never listens, 

o vt -1. [tool, method, product] to take <sthg 
that one needs> for a particular task or pur¬ 
pose and carry out that task or purpose 
with it □ If you've never used an electric drill be¬ 
fore, here are a few tips on safety. □ Is anyone 
using this chair? □ How many freelance staff did 
you use on the project? □ We use only the finest 
ingredients in our baked goods. -2. [word, expres¬ 
sion] to say or write <sthg> □ That's not the 
term I would have used. -3. [person] to take 
what one wants or needs from <sb> with¬ 
out showing any care for their feelings or 
situation (disapproving use) □ Anyone could see 
he was only using her. □ / felt used, 

o aux vb used to be/do etc a phrase used to 
show that something happened regularly or 
was always true □ / used to pass her every 
morning on the way to work. □ He didn't use to 
be that fat. □ We used to live in Seattle. □ There 
used to be a tree right here. 

♦ use up vt sep to use sthg up to use sthg 
gradually until there is none of it left; to use 
what is left of sthg so that it is not wasted □ 
Why did I order so many logs? We'll never use 
them all up! □ There was lots of fabric left over, 
so I made cushion covers to use it up. 

used1 [ju:zd] adj -1. a used tissue/handkerchief 
etc a tissue/handkerchief etc that is dirty be¬ 
cause somebody else has already used it □ 
He went around emptying the used ashtrays. 
-2. a used car a car that has already had at 
least one owner □ a used-car lot. 

used2 [ju:st] adj to be used to sthg to have ex¬ 
perienced sthg before several times so that it 
seems normal and does not make one feel 
strange, surprised etc □ When you're used to 
the big city, life in a small town can be really dull. 
□ He's not used to young children. □ Don't worry, 
you'll soon get used to the heat. 
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useful fjuisfl] adj -1. [tool, book, advicel that 
helps one to do or get something that one 
needs or wants □ This little guidebook is full of 
useful information. □ Computer skills are always 
useful to have. ■ to come in useful to be useful 
□ Your expertise will certainly come in useful. 
-2. [person] who does things that help other 
people □ She's a useful contact. □ He's a useful 
person to have around in an emergency. 

useless ['juislas] adj -1. [machine, tool, informa¬ 

tion] that has no purpose or does not do its 
job properly a This gadget's completely useless 
without the instruction manual. -2. [attempt, ef¬ 

fort] that cannot achieve anything □ It's 
useless trying to make him see sense. -3. [per¬ 

son, organization] that is not able to do any¬ 
thing well (informal use) □ Oh, they're useless, 
they really are I 

user ['ju:z3r] n a person who uses a particular 
product or service □ road/drug users. 

user-friendly adj [computer, machine) that is 
easy to use and understand for a person 
who is not an expert □ They have a very user- 
friendly approach. 

USES (abbr of United States Employment Ser¬ 
vice) n the USES the US government depart¬ 
ment responsible for finding jobs for people 
through local public employment offices, 

usher ['Aj3r] o n a person who shows people 
where to sit, e.g. at a wedding or a concert, 
o vt to guide <sb> in a particular direction 
or to a particular place □ He ushered me into 
the room/down the aisle/to my seat. 

usherette [.Afs'ret] n a woman whose job is 
to show people to their seats in a cinema or 
theater. 

USIA (abbr of United States Information Agen¬ 
cy) h the USIA the US government depart¬ 
ment responsible for giving people informa¬ 
tion about the USA, especially in other 
countries. 

USN n abbr of United States Navy. 

USPHS n abbr of United States Public Health 
Service. 

USPO tt abbr of United States Post Office. 

USPS n abbr of United States Postal Service. 

USS (abbr of United States Ship) a title written 
before the name of a ship in the US navy. 

USSR (abbr of Union of Soviet Socialist Repub¬ 
lics): the USSR a former Communist state in 
Eastern Europe and Central and Northern 
Asia. It was the largest country in the world 
until it broke up in 1991, when many of its 
15 republics declared their independence, 

usu. abbr of usually. 

usual l'ju:3U3l] adj that happens, is done etc 
most often □ He ordered his usual drink. □ / had 
to put up with the usual delays. ■ as usual as 
happens most often □ / got up at eight o'clock 
as usual. □ He was late as usual! 

usually l'ju:3U3h] adv most often □ / usually get 
home at about six. □ What do you usually do on 
weekends? ■ more than usually [sad, busy, 

careful] to a greater degree than is usual □ He 
was more than usually reserved this time. 

usurp [US ju:'s3:rp, GB ju:'z3:p] vt [power, posi¬ 

tion, role] to take <sthg> illegally or by force 
(formal use). 

usury ['ju:3uri] n the practice of lending mon¬ 
ey at very high interest rates (formal use). 

UT abbr of Utah. 

Utah ['jurta:] a state in the central western 
USA. The majority of the population are 
Mormons, abbreviation: UT. size: 220,000 sq 
kms. POPULATION: 1,722,850 (Utahans), cap¬ 
ital: Salt Lake City. 

ute [ju:t] n AUS a small truck with an open 
back. 

Ute « a member of a Native American people 
living in the western and southwestern 
USA; the language of this people. 

utensil [juftensl] « an object, tool, or contain¬ 
er with a particular practical use in the 
home, especially in the kitchen □ kitchen/ 
cooking utensils. 

uterus [’juitaras] {pi uteri [-rai] or uteruses) n = 
womb (technical use). 

utilitarian [juptils'tesrisn] adj [furniture, building] 

that is designed to be useful or practical ra¬ 

ther than decorative or beautiful. 

utility [jui'tibti] (pi utilities) n -1. the degree of 

usefulness of something, e.g. a tool or ma¬ 

chine. -2. a basic public service, e.g. the sup¬ 

ply of electricity, water, or transportation. 

-3. computing a piece of computer software 

that does routine tasks, such as copying or 

finding lost files. 

utility room n a small room in a house used 

for storage and for large household appli¬ 

ances, e.g. a freezer or washing machine. 

utilize, -ise [’juitalaiz] vt [resources, time, oppor¬ 

tunity] to use <sthg>, usually in an effective 
way (formal use). 

utmost ['Atmoust] o adj the utmost impor¬ 
tance/seriousness etc very great importance/ 

seriousness etc. o « -1. the most that can 

possibly be done □ We did/tried our utmost to 
prevent it from happening. -2. the greatest pos¬ 

sible degree □ It's the utmost in comfort/luxury/ 
advanced technology. □ She enjoyed herself to 
the utmost. 

utopia [jui'toopja] « an imaginary perfect 

world or society. 

utter ['Atar] o adj utter madness/amazement 
etc total madness/amazement etc (used for 

emphasis) □ To my utter amazement, he agreed, 
o vt to produce <a sound, word> etc with 

one’s voice (formal use) □ He didn't utter a sin¬ 
gle word all the way home. 

utterly ['Atsrli] adv utterly mad/amazed etc 
completely mad/amazed etc (used for em¬ 
phasis) □ What an utterly ridiculous thing to say! 

U-turn n -1. auto a turn that one makes in a 
car, truck etc in order to drive in the direc¬ 
tion one has just come from o 'No U-turns.' 
-2. POLmcs a complete change of policy (dis¬ 
approving use). 

UV n abbr of ultraviolet. 

UV-A, UVA n the type of ultraviolet radiation 
that causes people’s skin to wrinkle and age. 
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UV-B, UVB n the type of ultraviolet radiation 
that causes people’s skin to bum. 

v1 [vi:] (pi v's or vs), V [vi:] (pi V's or Vs) n the 
twenty-second letter of the English alpha¬ 
bet. 

v2 -1. abbr of verse. -2. (abbr of vide) an ex¬ 
pression written in a book or article to refer 
the reader to some other information. -3. 
abbr of versus. -4. abbr of volt. 

VA abbr of Virginia. 

vacancy fveiksnsi] (pi vacancies) n -1. a job or 
position that has not been filled □ A vacancy 
has arisen for a bright young graduate in our busy 
sales department. -2. [at a hotel, guesthouse] a 
room that is not being used. ■ 'Vacancies' a 
sign that is placed outside a hotel, guest¬ 
house etc to show that there are rooms 
available □ 'No vacancies.' 

vacant [‘veikant] adj -1. [room, space, toilet] that 
is not being used □ Is this seat vacant? -2. [job, 

position] that has not been filled □ There is a 
job vacant for a carpenter. -3. [look, gaze] that 
shows no sign of interest or thought □ He 
stared at the television with a vacant expression 
on his face. 

vacant lot n a piece of land, usually in a city, 
where there are no buildings and where 
buildings can be built. 

vacantly [’veiksntli] adv [look, gaze, stare] see 
vacant □ John sat gazing vacantly at them. 

vacate [US 'veikeit, GB va'keit] vf -1. [job, post, 

position] to leave <sthg> (formal use). -2. 
[room, space, premises] to stop using <sthg> 
and leave it empty □ lNe've been asked to va¬ 
cate the apartment by next week. 

vacation [US vei'keijn, GB vs-] n -1. US a time 
when one can rest and enjoy oneself away 
from home; a time when one does not have 
to go to work or school □ They went to 
Greece (on) vacation. -2. education a period 
between terms when universities are offi¬ 
cially closed □ I'm hoping to get a part-time job 
during the vacation. 

vacationer [US vei'keifnr, GB vs'keifsns] n US a 
person who is on vacation, 

vacation pay n US pay that one receives from 
one’s employer when one is on vacation, 

vacation resort n US a place where people go 
on vacation. 

vaccinate ['vaskssneit] vt to give a vaccine to 
<a person or animal> □ Have you been vacci¬ 
nated against typhoid fever? 

vaccination [.vaekss'neijn] n -1. a dose of vac¬ 
cine □ Have you had your vaccination? -2. [of a 

person, animal] see vaccinate □ We strongly rec¬ 
ommend vaccination against polio. 

vaccine [US vaek’siin, GB ’vaeksiin] n a substance 
used to protect people against a disease by 
giving them a mild form of the disease, 

vacillate fvaesoleit] vi -1. to keep changing 
from one feeling to another □ Vanya vacillated 
between euphoria and depression. -2. to be un¬ 
able to decide □ She vacillated for a long time 
before making up her mind. 

vacuum [‘vaekjusm] o « -1. physics a space 
that contains no air or other gas. -2. [in a 
situation] a situation in which no one is in 
control □ His resignation created a vacuum at 
the top of the organization. □ a political vacuum. 
-3. = vacuum cleaner. -4. the act of cleaning 
using a vacuum cleaner □ Give the room a 
quick vacuum, o vt [carpet, room, car] to clean 
<sthg> using a vacuum cleaner, 

vacuum bottle « US a container with an inside 
and an outside wall and a vacuum between 
them, used to keep liquids hot or cold, 

vacuum cleaner n an electrical appliance that 
cleans carpets and upholstery by sucking in 
dust and dirt. 

vacuum flask n = vacuum bottle, 

vacuum-packed adj [food] that is wrapped in 
plastic from which most of the air has been 
removed in order to keep the contents fresh, 

vacuum pump n a pump used to remove air 
or gas from a container, bottle etc. 

vagabond ['vagabond] n a person who has no 
fixed job or home and travels from place to 
place (literary use). 

vagaries ['veigsriz] npl [of human nature, politics] 
unexpected changes or events that one can¬ 
not control. 

vagina [va'dsains] n the passage that connects 
the outer sex organs of a woman or female 
animal to the womb. 

vaginal [US 'vsd33nl, GB va^ainl] adj [examina¬ 
tion, infection, discharge] see vagina, 

vagrancy [’veigrsnsi] « the state of being a va¬ 
grant. 

vagrant [’veigrant] n somebody who has no 
fixed job or home and has to beg or steal to 
live. 

vague [veig] adj -1. [reference, description, 
memory] that is not exact or detailed □ We 
were given rather vague directions. □ vague 
promises of promotion. -2. [feeling, sense] that 
is not clearly or strongly felt □ His words filled 
me with a vague sense of unease. -3. [person] 
who avoids telling other people about the 
details of something □ She was deliberately 
vague about the cost. -4. [person] who does 
not think or express themselves clearly □ 
He's terribly vague — / find it very hard to follow 
him sometimes. -5. [shape, outline, form] that 
cannot be seen clearly. 

vaguely ['veigli] adv -1. [describe, indicate] mot 
clearly □ / vaguely remember coming here as a 
boy. -2. to be vaguely amused/irritated etc to 
be slightly amused/irritated etc □ That man 
looks vaguely familiar. 

vain [vein] adj -1. [person] who is too proud of 



1173 
Vancouver 

their own appearance or abilities □ She's too 
vain to wear her glasses. -2. a vain attempt/ 
effort etc an attempt/effort etc that is not 
successful □ He waited in the vain hope that she 
would change her mind and come back. 

♦ in vain adv (try, hope] without success □ / 
tried to explain, but (all) in vain. 

vainly ['veinli] adv [try, hope] without success, 

valance [’vaelans] n -1. a decorative piece of 
cloth that hangs from the bed frame to the 
floor. -2. US a piece of wood or cloth that is 
fixed above a window to hide the curtain 
rail. 

vale [veil] n a valley (literary use), 

valedictorian fvaebdik'tomsn] n US a student 
who finishes at the top of their high school 
class. 

valedictory [.vaeta'diktari] adj [speech, letter, 

message] that says goodbye (formal use), 

valentine (card) ['vaetantain-] n a greeting card 
sent to arrive on Valentine’s Day. 

Valentine's Day n the fourteenth of February 
each year, when people traditionally send 
greeting cards to someone they are in love 
with. 

W VALENTINE’S DAY 
This saint’s day, celebrated on February 14 
each year in the USA, Britain, and Australia, 
has become a special day for people who 
are in love. Traditionally, you send a special 
greeting card to the person that you are in 
love with, usually without signing your 
name. You can also send gifts such as flow¬ 
ers. Restaurants and stores are often deco¬ 
rated for the day with red hearts and rib¬ 
bons, and many newspapers have special 
pages of personal love messages. 

valet [US vae'lei, GB ‘vaelit, ‘vaelei] n a man’s 
personal male servant. 

valet parking « 'Valet parking' a sign that 
shows that a hotel, nightclub etc will park 
guests’ cars for them as a service. 

valet service n the service of cleaning, iron¬ 
ing, and mending clothes that is offered in 
hotels. 

valiant [’vaeliant] adj [effort, soldier] very brave 
and determined. 

valid [’vaelad] adj -1. [excuse, argument, decision] 

that is acceptable because it is based on 
truth or a good reason □ He made some very 
valid criticisms. -2. [ticket, passport, license] that 
can be used legally for a particular period or 
under particular conditions □ This voucher is 
valid for a whole year. 

validate ['vaeladeit] vt [argument, claim] to prove 
that <sthg> is valid; [ticket, agreement] to 
make <sthg> valid. 

validity [va’lidsti] tv. see valid □ / question the va¬ 
lidity of these arguments. 

Valium™ ['vasliam] ti a drug that doctors give 
to people to make them feel calm. 

valley ['vaeli] (pi valleys) n a long narrow area 
of land between hills or mountains, often 
with a river flowing through it. 

valor US, valour gb ['vaslafi n great bravery, 
especially in war (literary use). 

valuable ['vaeljabl] ad/ -1. [advice, information, 

help] very useful □ My thanks also to Dr. Tawn 
for her valuable comments on the text. -2. [neck¬ 

lace, painting, camera] that is worth a lot of 
money. 

♦ valuables npl things that one owns and are 
valuable, e.g. jewelry. 

valuation [,vielju'eijn] n [of jewelry, a house, 

painting] a judgment of how much money 
something is worth □ They put far too low a 
valuation on the painting. 

value ['vaeljur] On-1. [of a piece of advice, infor¬ 

mation, a friendship] the importance or use¬ 
fulness of something □ parents who recognize 
the value of a good education. ■ to place a high 
value on sthg [on loyalty, education, honesty] to 
consider sthg very important. -2. [of a paint¬ 

ing, house, currency] the amount of money 
something is worth □ New cars lose their value 
very quickly. □ jewelry of great value. ■ to be a 
good value US, to be good value or value for 
money GB [meal, ticket, vacation] to be worth 
the money it costs □ Bus passes are a better 
value -3. phrase to take sthg at face value to 
believe sthg without thinking that there 
may be another meaning o Unfortunately, I 
took what he said at face value. 
o vt -1. [house, painting, jewelry] to decide the 
value of <sthg> □ The property was valued at 
over $600,000. -2. [friendship, support, opinion] 

to consider <sthg> to be very important □ / 
would value your advice on the matter. 

♦ values npl the beliefs and ideas that a par¬ 
ticular person or group considers important 
□ family/moral/political values. 

value-added tax [ aedad ] « -> VAT. 

valued [‘vaeljuid] adj [friend, employee, custom] 

that one considers to be very important and 
wants to keep. 

value judgment n a judgment based on a 

person’s opinion rather than on the real 

facts about something. 

valuer ['vaeljoafl n a person whose job is to 

decide how much money things such as 

paintings and antiques are worth. 

valve [vaelv] n a device that opens and closes 
to control the movement of a liquid or gas 
through a tube or pipe. 

vamp [vaemp] n a sexually attractive woman 
who uses her beauty to get things from men 
(informal and disapproving use). 

vampire ['vaempai3r] n a bad spirit that is sup¬ 
posed to live in a human body and come 
out of its grave at night to drink the blood 
of living people. 

van [vaen] n -1. auto a vehicle larger than a 
car and smaller than a truck that is used for 
carrying goods and people □ a delivery/police/ 
baker's van. -2. GB rail a covered train car¬ 
riage used for carrying goods □ a luggage/mail 
van. 

Vancouver [vaen'kuivafl -1. a city and major 
port in British Columbia, Canada, popula¬ 
tion: 471,844. -2. an island in the Pacific 
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Ocean off the southwestern coast of British 
Columbia, Canada, size: 32,137 sq kms. 
population: 461,573. main city: Victoria. 

V and A (abbr of Victoria and Albert Museum): 
the V and A a large museum in London that 
specializes in exhibitions of jewelry, textiles, 
furniture etc. 

vandal [’vaendl] n a person who damages pub¬ 
lic and private property deliberately. 

vandalism ['vaendalizm] « the damage done to 
public and private property by vandals □ an 
act of vandalism. 

vandalize, -ise ['vaendslaiz] vf [phone booth, bus 

stop, carl to damage <sthg that belongs to 
somebody else> deliberately. 

Van Dyck [vaen'daik], Sir Anthony (1599— 
1641) a Flemish artist, well known for his 
portraits of the English royal family. 

Van Gogh [us vsn'gou, GB -'gDf], Vincent 
(1853-1890) a Dutch artist, well known for 
the bright colors of his landscapes and still 
lifes. 

vanguard ['vaengadd] n the front part of an 
army or group of ships going into battle. ■ 
to be in the vanguard of sthg [of a movement, 

profession, area of research] to be in the most 
advanced part of sthg. 

vanilla [va'mb] n a substance made from the 
beans of a kind of plant and used in cooking 
to give food a sweet flavor □ vanilla ice cream. 

vanish ['vasnij] vi -1. [object, person] to disap¬ 
pear suddenly □ The car vanished around a 
bend. □ My bag had vanished. -2. [species, wild¬ 

life] to no longer exist □ a way of life that has 
vanished for ever. 

vanishing point [’vaenijTri-] « the point at 
which parallel lines that stretch into the dis¬ 
tance appear to meet. 

Vanitory unit™ [US 'vaenatoiri-, GB -tari-] n = 
vanity unit. 

vanity ['vaenati] n [of a person] the quality of 
being vain □ The advertisement appeals to peo¬ 
ple's vanity. 

vanity bag, vanity case « a small bag used 
by a woman for carrying make-up, soap etc. 

vanity unit n a piece of furniture in a bath¬ 
room or bedroom consisting of a sink sur¬ 
rounded by a tiled or plastic surface, usually 
with a cupboard underneath. 

vanquish ['vaerikwij] vt [enemy, fear, hope] to 
defeat <sb/sthg> (literary use). 

vantagepoint [US 'vaentid3point, GB 'va:n-l n -1. 
a good place from which to see something. 
-2. a point of view. 

Vanuatu [,vaenu'a:tu:] a country in Melanesia, 
in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, consist¬ 
ing of 80 islands, size: 14,760 sq kms. popu¬ 
lation: 200,000 (Vanuatuans). capital: Port 
Vila, language: Bislama, English, French. 
currency: vatu. 

vapor us, vapour GB ['veipar] tt a mass of very 
small drops of liquid in the air, often pro¬ 
duced by sudden changes in temperature □ 
water vapor □ gas vapor. 

vapor trail n the white line that a jet plane, 
missile etc leaves in the sky. 

vapour « GB = vapor. 

variable [‘veariabl] o adj -1. [weather, mood] 

that changes often, but not in a regular way. 
-2. [quality, performance] that is sometimes 
good and sometimes bad. o n -1. something 
that can change in quantity or size in differ¬ 
ent situations □ variables such as the cost of la¬ 
bor and materials. -2. math a sign or group of 
signs that can have any of a set of possible 
values. 

variance ['vearians] « to be at variance with 
sthg to be different than sthg (formal use) □ 
Her version of events is at variance with the po¬ 
lice account. 

variant ['veariant] o adj [form, spelling] that is 
different than what is normal, but in a way 
that is acceptable, o « a slightly different 
form of a word, pronunciation etc that is 
also acceptable. 

variation [.veari'eijn] n -1. a change in a level 
or quantity o The results showed no variation. □ 
wide regional variations in income □ \Ne must al¬ 
low for variations in temperature. -2. a slightly 
different version of something □ jazz vari¬ 
ations □ All her novels are variations on the same 
basic theme. 

varicose veins [.vaerakous-] npl a painful con¬ 
dition in which the veins in one's leg be¬ 
come swollen. 

varied [’vearid] adj [life, career] that includes 
many different things, activities, people etc 
□ This year's varied program includes a number of 
modern works. 

variety [va'raiati] (pi varieties) n -1. [in 

somebody's job, life] the quality of having in¬ 
teresting differences in type or quality □ / 
want a job with a lot of variety. -2. [of people, 

things] a number of different things of the 
same general type o a wide variety of music/ 
colors. -3. [of plant, animal] a type of plant, 
animal, food etc □ / got the sugar-free variety. 
-4. GB theater a kind of entertainment made 
up of short performances by different peo¬ 
ple, including singing, dancing, telling jokes 
etc □ a variety show. 

various ['vearias] adj [people, possibilities, rea¬ 

sons]* of several different types □ There are 
various options available to us. 

varnish [’va:rnij] o n a clear liquid painted on 
a surface such as wood to make it shiny and 
hard, o vf [wood, painting] to paint <sthg> 
with varnish. 

varnished [lva:rmJ't] adj [wood, table] that has 
been painted with varnish. 

vary ['veari] (pt & pt varied) o vf [route, method, 

diet] to change <sthg> often □ / like to vary my 
routine as much as possible, o vi [price, number, 

opinion] to be different at different times, 
places, or situations □ Spanish resorts vary in 
popularity. □ His moods vary with the weather. 

varying ['vearnr)] adj varying degrees/amounts 
etc degrees/amounts etc that vary □ The or¬ 
ganization set up similar projects elsewhere with 
varying degrees of success. 
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vascular ['vaeskjalar] adj (system, disease] that 
is connected with the tubes that carry liq¬ 
uids around one’s body. 

vase (US veiz, GB va:z] rt a tall narrow pot, 
usually made of pottery or glass, that is 
used for holding cut flowers. 

vasectomy [va'sektami] (pi vasectomies) n a 
medical operation in which the tube that 
carries sperm to a man’s penis is cut, in or¬ 
der to make him unable to make a woman 
pregnant. 

Vaseline™ [’vaesolhn] rt a soft, transparent, 
greasy jelly made from petroleum, used es¬ 
pecially to protect one’s skin. 

vast [US vaest, GB va:st] adj (expanse, ocean, 

crowd] very large; [difference, expense) very 
great in amount □ People wrote to us In vast 
numbers. □ the vast majority of viewers. 

vastly [US 'vsestli, GB 'vu:st-] adv vastly differ- 
ent/superior very different/very much super¬ 
ior. 

vat [vaet] rt a very large container used to hold 
liquids such as dye, wine, or whiskey when 
they are being made. 

VAT [vast, , viiei'ti:] (abbr of value-added tax) n a 
tax that is added to the price of goods or 
services □ $548.75 inc. VAT. 

Vatican ['vaetikan] o the Vatican the palace in 
Vatican City that is the official home of the 
Pope, o rt the Vatican the group of people 
who control the Roman Catholic Church. 

Vatican City an independent state within the 
city of Rome, Italy. It is the headquarters of 
the Catholic Church, size: 0.44 sq kms. popu¬ 

lation: 700. language: Italian, Latin, curren¬ 

cy: Italian lira. 

vaudeville ['voidavil] « a type of entertain¬ 
ment popular between 1890 and 1930, con¬ 
sisting of singing, dancing, acrobatics, and 
comedy □ a vaudeville theater. 

Vaughan Williams fivoin'wiljamz], Ralph 
(1872-1958) a British composer whose mu¬ 
sic was influenced by English folk music. 

vault [vo:!t] o vt [fence, wall] to jump over 
<sthg> using one’s hands or a long stick to 
push the body forward, o vi: Did you see the 
way she vaulted over that wall? o « -l. [in a 
bank] a room with thick walls and a strong 
door used to keep money, jewels etc safe o 
a bank vault. -2. [in a church] a room under¬ 
ground where dead people are buried. -3. [of 

a building] a roof or ceiling made of several 
arches joined together at the top. -4. [over a 

wall, fence] the act of vaulting something. 

vaulted ['voiltad] adj (ceiling, roof] that.is in the 
form of a vault; [room, passage] that has a 
curved roof. 

vaulting horse ['vodtirj-] n a piece of exercise 
equipment with four legs and a padded top 
that people jump over, pushing themselves 
forward with their hands. 

VC « -1. abbr of vice-chairman. -2. abbr of Vic¬ 
toria Cross. 

VCR (abbr of video cassette recorder) rt a piece 
of equipment that can play video tapes or 
record television programs. 

VD (abbr of venereal disease) n any disease 
that is caught by having sex with an infect¬ 
ed person. 

VDU (abbr of visual display unit) n the part of 
a computer that has a screen on which in¬ 
formation is shown. 

veal [vi:l] rt the meat of a young cow □ a veal 
escalope. 

veep [vi:p] n US = vice-president (informal use). 

veer [vwr] vi [car, wind, conversation] to change 
direction suddenly and unexpectedly □ The 
truck had veered off the road. 

vegan [’visgan] o adj [diet] that does not in¬ 
clude meat, fish, eggs, milk, cheese, or any 
food produced by animals, o n somebody 
who has a vegan diet. 

vegetable ['ved3t3bl] o n a plant, e.g. spinach 
or cabbage, that can be cooked and eaten □ 
Carrots are my favorite vegetable. □ vegetable 
soup, o adj [matter, protein] that comes from 
or is made up of plaint material. 

vegetable garden n the part of a garden 
where people grow vegetables for their own 
use. 

vegetable knife n a small knife with a sharp 
pointed blade used for cutting vegetables. 

vegetable marrow n a large, long, green veg¬ 
etable with thin white stripes along its skin 
and white flesh. 

vegetable oil n a kind of cooking oil made 
from plants, e.g. sunflowers or com. 

vegetarian fvedsa'tearian] o adj [diet, restau¬ 

rant, cookbook] that is designed for people 
who do not eat meat or fish, but who do 
eat eggs, milk products etc. o rt: I'm a veg¬ 
etarian. 

vegetarianism [,ved3a'te3nanizin] « the prac¬ 
tice of being a vegetarian. 

vegetate ['ved33teit] vi to spend time doing 
boring and dull things so that one’s mind is 
not active □ As a housewife, she felt she was 
just vegetating. 

vegetation [.vedsa'teijn] rt plant life, especial¬ 
ly in a particular place □ an area of dense veg¬ 
etation. 

vehement ['vfcamant] adj [denial, attack, gesture] 

strong □ a vehement defense of government 
policy. 

vehemently ['vimmantli] adv [deny, attack, ref¬ 

use] see vehement. 

vehicle ['vfiakl] rt -1. something that is used to 
carry people or goods, e.g. a car, truck, or 
bicycle. -2. a vehicle for sthg [for information, 

an ideal something that is used to express 
sthg else □ The show is an excellent vehicle for 
new talent. 

vehicular [vi'hikjabr] adj that is connected 
with vehicles (formal use) □ vehicular traffic/ 
access. 

veil [veil] n -1. a piece of thin cloth or net that 
a woman wears to cover her face or head, 
e.g. at a wedding or for religious reasons. 
-2. a veil of mist/smoke etc a thin layer of 
mist/smoke etc that one can only partly see 
through. -3. a veil of secrecy/silence etc 
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secrecy/silence etc that hides the truth 
about a situation □ the veil of mystery that sur¬ 
rounds the Dark Ages. 

veiled [veild] adj [threat, compliment, reference] 

that is not expressed clearly and directly □ 
She referred to her illness in veiled terms only. 

vein [vein] n -1. anatomy any of the tubes 
that carry blood to the heart from other 
parts of the body. -2. [on a leaf] any of the 
thin lines on a leaf or an insect’s wing. 
-3. [in a rock] a thin layer of a rock or miner¬ 
al, e.g. coal or gold, in a rock o a silver vein. 
-4. in a serious/sarcastic etc vein in a seri¬ 
ous/sarcastic etc style □ He also produced 
novels in a much lighter vein. □ The program con¬ 
tinued in much the same vein. 

Velazquez [us vaiaiskeis, gb vi'lreskwiz] (1599- 
1660) a Spanish artist who painted several 
famous portraits of the Spanish royal family. 

Velcro™ ['velkrou] n a fastener for clothes 
that is made up of very small hooks on one 
surface that attach themselves to very small 
loops on another surface □ a Velcro strip. 

vellum ['velsrn] « a material made from the 
skins of young goats, cows etc, that is used 
to make book covers and was used in the 
past for writing on. 

velocity [va'lDsati] (j?l velocities) n [of sound, 

light, a bullet] physics the speed at which 
something moves □ a high-velocity rifle/bullet. 

velour [va'ioan « a cloth made of silk or cot¬ 
ton with a soft surface similar to velvet, of¬ 
ten used for covering chairs and sofas, 

velvet ['velvet] n a thick cloth made from silk 
or nylon that is soft and furry on one side 
and is used for clothing, curtains etc □ a vel¬ 
vet jacket □ velvet curtains. 

vend [vend] vt to sell <sthg> (formal use), 

vendetta [ven'dets] n -1. an angry quarrel be¬ 
tween two people or groups over a long pe¬ 
riod, often involving murder. -2. a series of 
attacks made by one person against another 
person or organization □ Jackson has waged a 
personal vendetta against the company for years. 

vending machine ['vendirj-] n a machine in a 
public place that gives out candy, drinks, 
cigarettes etc when money is put into it and 
a button is pressed. 

vendor ['vend-j:r] « yl. a person who sells 
things in the street o' a street vendor. -2. law 

a person who is selling a house, land etc. 
NOTE: Compare purchaser, 

veneer [va'nia1] n -1. a thin layer of plastic or 
good-quality wood used to cover cheaper 
material to improve the appearance of 
wood, furniture etc. -2. [of respectability, calm] 

an appearance that hides the real nature of a 
person or place. 

venerable ['venarsbl] adj a venerable family/ 
institution etc a family/institution etc that 
deserves respect because it is old or impor¬ 
tant (formal use). 

venerate ['venareit] vt [person, place, object] to 
treat <sb/sthg> with great respect (formal 
use) □ Finland's most venerated composer. 

venereal disease [va.niarial-] n = VD (formal 

use). 

Venetian [va'nnfn] n & adj: see Venice. 

Venetian blind « a covering for a window 
made up of many horizontal strips of plas¬ 
tic, metal, or wood that can be moved to let 
in more or less light. 

Venezuela [.vensz'weila] a country in northern 
South America, on the Caribbean Sea. size: 
912,050 sq kms. population: 20,700,000 
(Venezuelans). capital: Caracas, language: 
Spanish, currency: bolivar, 

vengeance ['vend33ns] n -1. violent punish¬ 
ment given in return for harm done to one¬ 
self, one’s family etc. -2. phrase with a venge¬ 
ance with greater force than normal or than 
before □ / thought my cold was gone, but it 
came back with a vengeance. 

vengeful ['vend3fl] adj [person] who wants re¬ 
venge on somebody (literary use). 

Venice f'venas] n a city and port in north¬ 
eastern Italy, famous for its canals, popula¬ 
tion: 308,717. 

venison fvenazan] n the flesh from a deer, 
eaten as food □ venison pie. 

venom ['vensm] n -1. the poison that a snake, 
scorpion etc puts into a person or animal 
when it bites or stings them. -2. great anger 
or hatred □ He spoke with real venom. 

venomous ['venamas] adj -1. [snake, insect] that 
has a poisonous bite or sting. -2. [person, 

tone, look] that is full of anger or hatred, 

vent [vent] o n -1. [of a boiler, fan] an opening 
through which air can enter and smoke, 
smells, and gases can escape □ an air vent. 
-2. [in a jacket, skirt] a long narrow opening at 
the side or back of a piece of clothing. 
-3. phrase to give vent to sthg [to one’s anger, 

frustration) to express sthg □ / gave vent to my 
fury by writing a letter, o vt [rage, fury] to ex¬ 
press <a feeling of anger> □ He vents all his 
frustration on his family. 

ventilate [‘ventleit] vt [room, building] to allow 
fresh air to enter and move around <a 
place> □ a well-/poorly-ventilated room. 

ventilation [.vents’leifn] « the act or system of 
ventilating a room or building □ a building's 
ventilation system. 

ventilator ['vent3leit3r] n -1. [for a room, build¬ 
ing] a device that brings in fresh air and re¬ 
moves bad air. -2. medicine a machine used 
in hospitals to help sick or injured people 
breathe. 

ventriloquist [ven'tribkwist] n a person who 
entertains people by speaking or singing 
without moving their mouth so that the 
sound seems to come from somewhere else, 

venture [‘ventf3r] o « a business project that 
may succeed or fail □ a business/commercial 
venture □ a joint venture, o vt [opinion, advice] 
to say <sthg> cautiously because it may be 
thought foolish or wrong □ / ventured to sug¬ 
gest some improvements, o vi -1. to go some¬ 
where that is considered to be dangerous or 
daring □ It's the first time we've ventured out¬ 
side Europe. -2. to venture into sthg [into a mar- 
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ket, sector, business] to get involved in sthg 
that is new and difficult □ They're considering 
venturing into the pop world. 

venture capital n money that a bank or in¬ 
vestor lends somebody to start a new busi¬ 
ness, especially when there is a risk of los¬ 
ing the money. 

venue I'venju:] « the place where a concert, 
meeting, match etc takes place. 

Venus1 [’virnas] the planet in the solar system 
that is next to the Earth and second-closest 
to the Sun. 

Venus2 the Roman goddess of love, 

veracity [va'raessti] n the truthfulness of a 
statement, account etc (formal use). 

veranda(h) [vs'raenda] n an area that joins 
onto the outside of a house and consists of 
a roof, floor, and open sides, 

verb [v3:rb] n a word or group of words used 
to describe what somebody or something is, 
does, or experiences □ a verb ending. 

verbal ['v3;rbl] adj -1. [skill, play] that is con¬ 
nected with words and how they are used. 
-2. [attack, abuse, complaint] that is spoken, 
not written □ We were given verbal assurances 
that strict confidentiality would be maintained. 
-3. grammar [form, pattern] see verb, 

verbally ['v3irbali] adv [attack, complain, commu¬ 

nicate] in spoken words □ Maria is very good at 
expressing herself verbally. 

verbatim [v3:r'beit3m] o adj [report, account] 

that repeats the exact words used, o adv. I 
can quote his words verbatim. 

verbose [v3:r'bous] adj [person, report] that uses 
more words than are needed (formal and dis¬ 
approving use). 

Verdi ['ve3rdi], Giuseppe (1813-1901) an Ital¬ 
ian composer, well known for his operas, 
including La Traviata, Rigoletto, and Aida. 

verdict ['v3:rdikt] n -1. law a decision made by 
a court about whether a prisoner is guilty or 
innocent □ The jury took four hours to reach a 
verdict. □ a guilty verdict or verdict of guilty/-2. 
an opinion about something □ What's your 
verdict on the new system P 

verge [v3:rd3] « -1. the edge of a road, often 
covered with grass. -2. on the verge of sthg 
[of success, collapse, hysteria] very close to 
sthg □ They're on the verge of going bankrupt. 

♦ verge on vt fus to verge on sthg to be very 
close to sthg □ His reaction verges on paranoia. 

verger ['v3:rd33r] n GB a person whose job is 
to look after the inside of a church, 

verification fiversfs'keifn] n: see verify □ We're 
waiting for official verification of the result. 

verify [’versfai] (pt & pp verified) vt -1. [result, 

evidence] to officially check the truth of 
<sthg>; [owner, identity] to check <sb/sthg>. 
-2. [story, fact, details] to confirm the truth of 
<sthg> □ / can verify that this is the case. 

veritable ['verstsbl] adj used to compare two 
things, usually in a slightly exaggerated way 
(humorous or formal use) □ a veritable maze of 
corridors. 

Vermeer [v3r'mi3r], Jan (1632-1675) a Dutch 

artist well known for his detailed paintings 
of interiors. 

vermilion [v3r'mili3n] o adj bright orange-red. 
On a bright orange-red color. 

vermin f'vadmsn] npl animals or insects, e.g. 
rats, foxes, fleas, or lice, that spread disease 
or cause problems when present in large 
numbers. 

Vermont [v3r'mmit] a state in the northeastern 
USA, on the Canadian border, abbreviation: 
VT. size: 24,887 sq kms. population: 562,758 
(Vermonters), capital: Montpelier. 

vermouth [us vsr'muiQ, GB 'v3:ma0] n a drink 
made from strong wine flavored with herbs, 
often used in cocktails. 

vernacular [v3r'naekj3l3r] n the vernacular the 
language spoken by ordinary people in a 
country or region, that may be different 
from the official language. 

Verne [v3:rn], Jules (1828-1905) a French 
writer who played an important part in the 
development of science fiction. His best- 
known works are Around the World in Eighty 
Days and Journey to the Center of the Earth. 

verruca [va'ruiks] (pi verrucas or verrucae 
[-kai]) n a small, hard, painful growth, 
usually on the bottom of one’s foot, that is 
caused by a virus. 

versa ['v3;rs3] —> vice versa. 

versatile [US 'v3:rs3tl, GB -tail] adj -1. [actor, 

player, politician] who has many different 
skills. -2. [machine, tool, food] that can be 
used in many different ways. 

versatility [,v3:rs3'til3ti] n: see versatile o His 
versatility as a performer means he is rarely out 
of the public eye. 

verse [v3;rs] n -1. writing arranged in short 
lines that have a regular pattern and that 
sometimes rhyme at the end □ a book of 
children's verse. -2. [of a song] one of the parts 
a song or poem is divided into □ Let's sing 
the first verse again. -3. [in the Bible] one of the 
parts each chapter of the Bible is divided 
into. 

versed [v3irst] adj to be well versed in sthg [in a 
procedure, technique, subject] to have a good 
knowledge of sthg □ He's well versed in the art 
of flattery. 

version ['v3:r3n[ n -1. [of a story, legend] a form 
of something that differs slightly from other 
forms of the same thing □ He's a younger ver¬ 
sion of his father. -2. [of facts, an event] the 
way somebody describes something that 
happened □ They each gave their version of the 
incident. -3. [of a book] a translation from one 
language into another □ a Spanish version of 
"Hamlet". 

versus ['v3:rs3s[ prep -1. SPORT competing 
against <sb/sthg> □ We bring you live coverage 
of France versus Ireland. -2. compared to 
<sthg> □ We need to weigh up the merits of 
having a London base versus setting up else¬ 
where. 

vertebra ['V3trt3br3] (pi vertebrae [-brei]) n one 
of the small bones that form the backbone. 
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vertebrate ['v3:rtabreit] n a creature that has a 
backbone, e.g. humans, birds, and fish, 

vertical ['v3irtikl] adj [line, cliff] that goes 
straight upward □ vertical take-off. 

vertical integration n the process of joining 
together two businesses that deal with dif¬ 
ferent stages in the production and sale of 
the same product. 

vertically ['v3:rtikli] adv -1. [take off, rise] 
straight upward. -2. [divide, cut] from top to 
bottom. 

vertigo ['v3:rtigou] n a dizzy and sick feeling 
that some people have when looking down 
from high places. 

verve [v3:rv] n great energy and enthusiasm □ 
She performed with great verve. 

very ['veri] o adv -1. used to emphasize adjec¬ 
tives and adverbs □ / wore my very best 
clothes. □ That's very kind of you. □ He's feelipg 
very much better. -2. not very difficult/ 
interesting etc almost easy/boring etc □ 
not very often we get a chance to talk, o adj 
used to emphasize nouns. ■ those were my 
very thoughts that was exactly what I was 
thinking □ You're the very person I've been 
looking for! □ / waited till the very end of the 
movie. ■ here, in this very room here in the 
actual room we are in. ■ my very own house, 
a house of my very own a house that belongs 
to me and no one else. 

♦ very well adv used to show agreement □ 
"Aren't you coming?" — "Very well, if you in¬ 
sist. " ■ l/we etc can't very well do sthg it 
would not be fair or sensible for me/us etc 
to do sthg □ We can't very well not invite her. 

vespers [’vesparz] n a Christian service held in 
the evening. 

vessel [’vesl] n (formal use) -1. a large boat or 
ship □ a fishing/sailing vessel. -2. a container 
for liquids □ an earthenware vessel. 

vest [vest] n -1. US a sleeveless piece of cloth¬ 
ing with buttons that is usually worn over a 
shirt. -2. GB a piece of underwear for the 
upper body that has no sleeves □ a thermal/ 
string vest. 

vested interest [,vestad-] n a strong reason 
that a person has for doing something be¬ 
cause it will benefit them □ Stores have a 
vested interest in opening on Sundays. 

vestibule [’vestabjud] n -1. the room or pas¬ 
sage that forms the entrance hall to a build¬ 
ing (formal use). -2. US the covered passage 
that connects two railroad cars, 

vestige ['vestid3] n [of hope, dignity, modesty] a 
very small amount of something that re¬ 
mains after the rest has disappeared (formal 
use) □ He was stripped of the last vestiges of 
power. 

vestry ['vestri] {pi vestries) n the room in a 
church where the special clothes and equip¬ 
ment used in services are kept. 

Vesuvius [va'suivjss]: (Mount) Vesuvius an ac¬ 
tive volcano near Naples in southern Italy 
that buried the Roman towns of Pompeii 
and Herculaneum when it erupted in an¬ 
cient times. The last eruption was in 1944. 

vet [vet] {pt & pp vetted, cont vetting) o n -1. a 
person whose job is to treat sick and injured 
animals. -2. US a person who has served in 
the armed forces □ a Vietnam vet. o vt GB to 
examine the past record, qualification etc of 
<sb> carefully to make sure that they are 
suitable for a particular job □ All candidates 
are carefully vetted. 

veteran ['vetran] o n -1. [of a war] an old per¬ 
son who has fought in a war □ a veteran of 
World War I. -2. [of campaigning, politics] a per¬ 
son who has a lot of experience of some¬ 
thing and is respected. -3. US a person, 
young or old, who has served in the armed 
forces, o adj: a veteran traveler/campaigner. 

veteran car « GB a car made before 1905. 

Veterans Day n in the USA, a holiday cel¬ 
ebrated on November 11. It marks the end 
of World War I. 

veterinary science [us 'vetaraneri-, GB -anari-] 
n the science of treating sick and injured 
animals. 

veterinary surgeon n GB = veterinarian (formal 
use). 

veto ['vi:tou] {pi vetoes, pt & pp vetoed, cont 
vetoing) o n the power to reject or forbid 
something, e.g. in a law-making body; the 
act of using such a power □ the right of veto, 
o vt [decision, proposal] to officially refuse to 
accept or allow <sthg>. 

vetting ['vetig] « GB the process of vetting 
somebody. 

vex [veks] vt to trouble or annoy <sb> (formal 
use) □ It was a problem which vexed me for 
weeks. 

vexed [vekst] adj a vexed question/issue a 
question/issue that causes a lot of argument 
and cannot be decided easily. 

VFD {abbr of voluntary fire department) n a US 
fire service whose members are volunteers. 

vg abbr of very good. 

vgc abbr of very good condition. 

VHF n a range of radio frequencies between 
30 and 300 MHz, used for radio broadcasts. 

VHS {abbr of video home system) « a video 
cassette recording system that is used in 
people’s homes to record television pro¬ 
grams; a video cassette that works with this 
system. 

VI abbr of Virgin Islands. 

via [’vaia] prep -1. passing through <a place> 
on the way to somewhere □ We flew to Bei¬ 
rut via Cairo. -2. using or by means of <sb/ 
sthg> □ / heard the news via Jane. □ broadcast 
live via satellite from New York. 

viability fivaia'bilati] n: see viable □ The new 
funding will ensure the group's financial viability 
for years to come. 

viable [’vaiabl] adj [proposal, suggestion, compa¬ 

ny] that can succeed □ The idea is not commer¬ 
cially viable. □ There is no viable alternative. 

veterinarian [.vetari'nearian] n US a person 
/fis to treat sick and injured ani¬ 

mals. 
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viaduct [‘vaiadAkt] n a long high bridge that 
carries a road or railroad across a valley, 

vibrant ['vaibrsnt] adj -1. [color] that looks very 
bright and strong. -2. [voice, atmosphere, per¬ 

son] that is exciting and full of energy. 

vibrate [US 'vaibreit, GB vai'breit] vi [string, build¬ 

ing, air] to shake with very small quick 
movements that can be felt or heard □ The 
traffic makes the whole house vibrate. 

vibration [vai'breijn] tt: see vibrate □ We felt the 
vibrations when the bomb exploded. 

vicar ['viksr] n in the Anglican Church, a 
priest who is responsible for a church in a 
particular area. 

vicarage ['vik3rid3] n the house of a vicar, 

vicarious [vi'kearras] adj [enjoyment, pleasure, 

thrill] that is experienced by watching other 
people do something or by hearing about it 
rather than by doing it oneself, 

vice [vais] n -1. a criminal activity that in¬ 
volves illegal sex or drugs □ a vice ring. -2. a 
bad habit such as smoking, drinking alcohol 
etc (humorous use) □ Everyone has their little 
vices. -3. a tool used to hold wood or metal 
in place while it is being cut or shaped, 

vice- prefix added to words to mean next in 
rank below somebody □ vice-captain. 

vice admiral n an officer of high rank in 
some navies, below an admiral and above a 
rear admiral. 

vice-chairman n the person who is next in 
rank to the chairman and sometimes acts in 
their place. 

vice-chancellor k education -1. the person 
who is next in rank to a chancellor of a US 
university. -2. the official who controls and 
organizes the affairs of a British university, 

vice president n a person who is next in 
rank to a president and sometimes acts in 
their place. 

vice squad n the part of the police force that 
deals with crimes such as prostitution and 
drug trafficking. 

vice versa [,vais-] adv a phrase used to show 
that the opposite of the situation that has 
been described is also true a If I do the shop¬ 
ping he cooks, and vice versa. 

vicinity [va'sinati] « -1. in the vicinity near to a 
particular place □ They live in the vicinity of 
Boston. -2. in the vicinity of sthg about or ap¬ 
proximately sthg □ He earns in the vicinity of 
$80,000 a year. 

vicious ['vijas] adj -1. [person, attack] that is 
violent and cruel □ This was a vicious and un¬ 
provoked attack. -2. [criticism, rumor, lie] that is 
cruel and intended to hurt somebody □ He 
described her as a vicious woman who had acted 
out of sheer malice. 

vicious circle n a difficult situation that cre¬ 
ates new problems that make the original 
problem worse. 

viciousness ['vifasnas] n: see vicious □ We are 
appalled by the viciousness of this attack. 

vicissitudes [va'sisabuidz] npl changes in a 

video conferencing 

person s circumstances (formal use) □ the vicis¬ 
situdes of war. 

victim [ viktam] h -1. a person who suffers as 
the result of an accident or disaster □ 
famine/earthquake victims. -2. a person, group, 
institution etc that suffers because of the ac¬ 
tions or beliefs of somebody else □ Education 
is always the first victim of government cuts. □ 
Her uncle was the victim of a brutal attack. 

victimize, -ise ['viktamaiz] vt to make <sb> 
suffer unfairly because of their race, behav¬ 
ior, beliefs etc □ He was victimized at school 
because he wore glasses. 

victor ['viktar] n the winner of a battle, con¬ 
test etc (literary use). 

Victoria [vik'toirra] -1. a state in southeastern 
Australia, size: 228,000 sq kms. population: 
4,243,719. capital: Melbourne. -2. Lake Vic¬ 
toria the largest lake in Africa, between 
Uganda, Tanzania, and Kenya. 

Victoria [vik'toirm], Queen (1819-1901) 
Queen of Great Britain and Ireland from 
1837 to 1901. 

Victoria Cross n a medal given to British sol¬ 
diers, sailors, and airmen for very brave acts 
in war. 

Victoria Falls a large waterfall on the Zambe¬ 
zi River, between Zimbabwe and Zambia. 

Victorian [vik'toirisn] adj -1. [society, dress, 

family] that is connected with the time when 
Victoria was queen of Britain (1837-1901). 
-2. [values, attitudes] that are thought to be 
typical of the time of Queen Victoria and in¬ 
volve being strict, religious, and respectable. 

Victoriana [.viktoiri'cuna] n a collective term 
for things made during the time when Vic¬ 
toria was queen of Britain. 

victorious [vik'toirias] adj [army, general, team] 

that has won something; [smile, shout, ges¬ 

ture] that shows one has won something. 

victory ['viktari] (pi victories) n -1. the act of 
winning a battle, race, game etc □ Victory is 
certain. -2. a win □ an election victory □ a victo¬ 
ry for common sense □ Scotland won a decisive 
victory over Wales yesterday. 

video [‘vidioo] (pi videos, pt St pp videoed, cont 
videoing) o n -1. the showing on television 
of images that have been recorded on spe¬ 
cial tape □ Video is widely used in language 
teaching. -2. a recording of a movie, program, 
or event made on videotape □ We stayed in 
ancj watched a video. -3. a machine used to 
show video pictures on a television set. -4. a 
video cassette □ a blank video □ video piracy, 
o vt -1. [movie, show] to record <a TV pro¬ 
grams using a video recorder. -2. [wedding, 

party, christening] to record <an event> as it 
takes place using a video camera. 

video camera « a camera used to record 
things on videotape. 

video cassette n a plastic case containing 
videotape that is used in video recorders. 

video cassette recorder n = video recorder. 

video conferencing « a special TV system 
that makes it possible for people in different 
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places to have a meeting by seeing each 
other on a screen as they speak, 

videodisk us, videodisc gb ['vidioudisk] n a 
round flat piece of plastic from which rec¬ 
orded images can be played back on a tele¬ 

vision set. 
video game n a computer game that is 

played by moving objects or figures on a 
video screen using a special control, 

video machine n = video recorder, 

videophone ['vidioofoun] « a device like a 
telephone with a screen that allows the peo¬ 
ple speaking to see each other, 

video recorder n a machine that is used to 
record movies and television programs and 
play video cassettes. 

video recording n a recording of an event, 
movie, program etc on videotape, 

video store n a store where video cassettes 
can be rented or bought, 

videotape ['vidiouteip] n -1. = video cassette. 
-2. the special tape used to record and show 
video pictures. 

vie [vai] (pt & pp vied, cont vying) vi to vie with 
sb for sthg [for success, attention] to compete 
with sb for sthg, usually over a long period 
of time □ They are vying with each other for the 
leadership. 

Vienna [vi'ena] the capital of Austria and its 
largest city, population: 1,512,000. 

Viennese [.via'niiz] n & odj\ see Vienna. 

Vietnam [US ,vi:et'na:m, GB -'nsem] a country in 
Southeast Asia, on the southern China Sea. 
size: 335,000 sq kms. population: 71,800,000 
(Vietnamese). capital: Hanoi, language: Viet¬ 
namese. currency: dong. 

Vietnamese bvhetna'miiz] n & adj: see Viet¬ 
nam. 

Vietnam War n the Vietnam War a civil war 
(1954-1975) between North and South Viet¬ 
nam. North Vietnam was a Communist 
country, and the South was supported by 
US armed forces. The North won the war. 

W VIETNAM WAR 
In the Vietnam War the USA supported 
South Vietnam against the Communist 
forces of North Vietnam by sending hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of troops to fight. Many 
people were opposed to the US involvement 
in the war, both in the USA and abroad. 
Large numbers of young Americans refused 
to go and fight in Vietnam, and the soldiers 
who returned home after the US army was 
brought home in 1973 were not always 
popular. This period of US history has be¬ 
come the subject of many Hollywood 
movies. 

view [vju:] o « -1. Ion something] an opinion 
about something □ political/religious/Marxist 
views □ It's a widely held view. □ He has a cyni¬ 
cal view of life. □ What are your views on nuclear 
testing? * in my view in my opinion. ■ to 
take the view that... to have the opinion 
that... -2. lover a place] the whole area that 

can be seen from a particular place, especial¬ 
ly a high place □ There's a wonderful view from 
the top of the tower. ■ to come into view to 
gradually become visible. -3. [from a seat] the 
ability to see something from a particular 
place □ You're blocking my view. □ We had a ter¬ 
rible view from our seats. 
o vt -1. [person, responsibility, role] to consider 
<sb/sthg> in a particular way □ How do you 
view your future career? □ Their activities are 
viewed with alarm by many people. -2. [house, 

garden] to look at <sthg>, especially in order 
to form an opinion of it □ Celia viewed the 
scene with evident pleasure. 

♦ in view of prep a phrase used to introduce 
information which must be thought about 
when discussing another situation, decision 
etc □ In view of the facts/what happened... 

♦ with a view to cotij with a view to doing 
sthg with the intention of doing sthg □ They 
moved to Florida with a view to retiring there. 

viewer [’vju:ar] n -1. a person who watches a 
particular television program. -2. a device 
like a small box, used to look at transparent 
photographs □ a slide viewer. 

viewfinder ['vju:faindar] n a device like a small 
window on a camera that one looks 
through to see what one is photographing, 

viewpoint ['vjuipoint] n -1. a way of thinking 
about something □ Try and see things from my 
viewpoint. -2. a place from which there is a 
good view. 

vigil ['vid3al] n -1. an act of staying awake all 
night, e.g. in order to look after a sick per¬ 
son, pray, or make a political protest □ ‘Fa¬ 
mous actor in bedside vigil.' -2. religion a spe¬ 
cial service that takes place the evening be¬ 
fore some religious festivals. 

vigilance [’vidsalans] n the quality or act of 
being vigilant □ Our work requires constant vigi¬ 
lance. 

vigilant ['vid33[ant] adj [person] who is con¬ 
stantly watching for possible danger or to 
see if anyone is doing anything wrong □ We 
must remain vigilant at all times. 

vigilante [,vid33'laenti] « a person, usually a 
member of an unofficial group, who tries to 
fight crime without the help of the police. 

vigor US, vigour GB [‘vigar] tt enthusiastic en¬ 
ergy, determination, and physical strength □ 
We set to work with renewed vigor. 

vigorous [’vigaras] adj -1. [handshake, exercise] 

that is done with a lot of energy □ / go for a 
vigorous jog every morning. -2. [defense, denial, 

protest] that is forceful □ There were vigorous 
protests from local residents. -3. [person] who is 
healthy and full of energy □ He's very vigor¬ 
ous for his age. 

vigour « GB = vigor. 

Viking ['vaikirj] o n a member of a race from 
Scandinavia that attacked and settled in 
parts of northwestern Europe from the 8th 
to the 11th centuries, o adj: a Viking ship/ 
helmet/museum. 

vile [vail] adj [weather, mood, meal] that one 
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thinks is very unpleasant (informal use) □ It 
has a vile taste. 

vilify ['vilafai] (yt & pp vilified) vt to say or 
write bad things about <sb> in order to 
make other people dislike them (formal use). 

villa I'vila] n a large house in the countryside 
or near the sea. 

village ['vilid3l n a group of houses and other 
buildings that is smaller than a town and is 
often in a country area □ a pretty little village □ 
the village green. 

villager ['vilid33r] n a person who lives in a 
village. 

villain [‘vilsn] n -1. a bad character in a movie, 
book etc. -2. a criminal (old-fashioned use). 

VIN (abbr of vehicle identification number) n a 
number that is stamped onto all motor vehi¬ 
cles when they are produced so that a vehi¬ 
cle can be identified if the license plates are 
changed. 

vinaigrette [.vins'gret] n a cold sauce for sal¬ 
ads that is made of oil, vinegar, and flavor¬ 
ings. 

Vinci ['vintfi] = Leonardo da Vinci. 

vindicate ['vindikeit] vt [person] to show that 
<sb> does not deserve the blame for some¬ 
thing; [belief, faith] to show that <sthg> is 
right □ He has been completely vindicated by the 
courts. □ Her confidence in him has been fully 
vindicated. 

vindication [.vindi'keifn] n: see vindicate □ She 
sees the verdict as a vindication of her long strug¬ 
gle in the courts. 

vindictive [vin'diktiv] adj [person] who wants 
to harm and upset somebody □ Children can 
be very vindictive. 

vine [vain] n a climbing plant, especially one 
that produces grapes. 

vinegar ['vinigsd n a liquid, often made from 
sour wine, that has a sharp taste and is used 
to preserve vegetables and to flavor food. 

vine leaf n a leaf of a vine. 

vineyard ['vinj3rd] n an area where vines are 
grown to make wine. 

vintage ['vintid3l o adj -1. a vintage wine/port 
a wine/port that is of good quality, especial¬ 
ly one that has been stored for a long time. 
-2. [comedy, performance] that is the best of 
its type, o n the year in which a wine is 
produced □ 1964 was a good vintage. 

vintage car « GB a car made between 1919 
and 1930. 

vintner [’vintn3r] n a person whose job is to 
buy and sell wines. 

vinyl ['vainl] « a strong plastic that bends easi¬ 
ly and is used to make things such as floor 
coverings, records, and paint. 

viola [vi'oula] n -1. music a musical instrument 
like a violin but larger. -2. a small garden 
plant grown for its white, yellow, purple, or 
blue flowers. 

violate ['vaisleit] vt -1. [law, agreement, human 

rights] to do something that is not allowed 
by <sthg that has been agreed to formally> 
□ They are accused of violating international law. 

-2. [peace, privacy) to disturb <sthg>. -3. 
[tomb, grave] to break into <a special or holy 
place> and treat it with disrespect. 

violation [,vaia'leijn] n: see violate □ They acted 
in violation of the treaty □ a traffic violation. 

violence ['vaislsns] n -1. physical force used to 
kill or injure a person or animal □ an outbreak 
of violence. -2. [of words, a reaction, emotion) 

great force □ He spoke with unexpected vio¬ 
lence. 

violent ['vaialsnt] adj -1. [person] who uses or 
is likely to use violence; [movie, area, game] 

in which there is a lot of violence □ Her hus¬ 
band was a violent and abusive man. □ There has 
been an increase in violent crime. □ The play con¬ 
tains a number of violent scenes. -2. [reaction, 

protest, outburst] that involves strong feelings 
□ / took a violent dislike to them both. -3. [explo¬ 

sion, blow] that is very sudden and powerful 
□ a violent storm. -4. [color] that is too strong 
and bright o a violent orange. 

violently [’vaislsntli] adv [attack, react, die] see 
violent □ / was violently opposed to capital pun¬ 
ishment. 

violet [’vaiatat] o adj [ink, dress, satin] that is 
blue-purple. On-1. a small purple or white 
flower that has a sweet smell. -2. a blue- 
purple color. 

violin [.vaia’lin] n a wooden musical instru¬ 
ment that is held between one’s shoulder 
and chin and is played by moving a bow 
across the four strings. 

violinist [.vaia'Iinsst] n a person who plays the 
violin. 

VIP n abbr of very important person □ a VIP 
lounge. 

viper [Vaip3r] n a small poisonous snake 
found in Europe. 

viral ['vairsl] adj [disease, infection] that is 
caused by a virus. 

Virgil ['V3ird3al] (70-19 Be) a Roman poet 
whose best-known work is the Aeneid. 

virgin ['V3:rd3in] o adj virgin forest/land 
forest/land that has not been explored or 
changed by humans. ■ virgin snow/paper 
snow/paper that is unmarked. On a person 
who has never had sex □ a virgin bride. 

Virginia [V3r'd3inj3] a state in the eastern USA, 
on the Adantic Coast, abbreviation: VA. 
size: 103,030 sq kms. population: 6,187,358 
(Virginians). capital: Richmond. 

Virginia creeper n a garden plant that grows 
on walls and has large green leaves that 
turn red in autumn. 

Virgin Islands -1. the British Virgin Islands a 
group of islands in the Caribbean that be¬ 
long to the United Kingdom, size: 153 sq 
kms. population: 13,000 (British Virgin Island¬ 
ers). capital: Road Town, language: English. 
currency: US dollar. -2. the US Virgin Islands 
a group of islands in the Caribbean that be¬ 
long to the USA. size: 355 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 106,000 (US Virgin Islanders), capital: 

Charlotte Amalie, language: English, Span¬ 
ish, Creole, currency: US dollar. 
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virginity [V3r'd3in3ti] n to lose one's virginity to 
have sex for the first time. 

Virgin Mary = Mary. 

Virgin Queen: the Virgin Queen a name for 
Queen Elizabeth I. 

Virgo ['v3:rgou] {pI Virgos) n a sign of the zo¬ 
diac, often represented by a girl; a person 
born under this sign between August 23 and 
September 22. 

virile [US 'virl, GB ’virail] adj [man] who has the 
qualities that are supposed to be typical of a 
man, e.g. strength and strong sexual desires. 

virility [vs'rilati] n: see virile □ Some men see 
fast cars as a sign of virility. 

virtual ['v3:rtju3l] adj that is so close to the 
truth that it can be considered as being true 
□ His father's a virtual alcoholic. 

virtually [’v3:rtju3li] adv [impossible, empty] 
very nearly □ Their marriage was virtually over 
by then. 

virtual reality « a set of surroundings created 
by a computer that appears real to the per¬ 
son looking at it. 

virtue ['v3:rtju:] « -1. the quality of being 
good and doing what is right. -2. a good 
quality such as patience, kindness etc □ She 
possessed many virtues. -3. an advantage □ the 
virtues of being self-employed. 

♦ by virtue of prep because of <sthg> □ He 
has succeeded by virtue of his social connections. 

virtuoso [,v3:rtju'ousoo] {pi virtuosos or virtuosi 
[-si:]) « a person who is extremely good at 
something, especially music □ a virtuoso vio¬ 
linist. 

virtuous ['v3:rtju3s] adj [person, life] that is full 
of good qualities. 

virulent [’viratant] adj -1. [speech, attack, hatred] 
that is very bitter and hostile (formal use). 
-2. [disease, strain of bacteria] that spreads 
quickly and is very dangerous, 

virus ['vairos] n -1. medicine a very small living 
thing that causes disease □ the HIV virus. 
-2. computing a computer program that is 
designed to enter a computer system and 
damage or destroy the information stored 
there □ a computer virus. 

visa [’vi:za] n a special mark put in a person’s 
passport that allows them to enter, go 
through, or leave a particular foreign coun¬ 
try □ an exit/entry visa. 

vis-a-vis [.viizs'vi:] prep a phrase used when 
comparing two things or considering the re¬ 
lationship between them (formal use) □ What 
exactly is our position vis-a-vis the South Ameri¬ 
can market? 

viscose [’viskous] n a smooth fabric, like silk, 
made from cellulose and chemicals, 

viscosity [vi’skDsati] tv. see viscous, 

viscount ['vaikaunt] « a British nobleman who 
is higher in rank than a baron and lower in 
rank than an earl. 

viscous ['viskas] adj [liquid, substance] that is 
thick and sticky and does not flow easily, 

vise [vais] n US a tool used to hold wood or 

metal in place while it is being cut or 

shaped. 

visibility [.viza'bilsti] « the distance it is pos¬ 
sible to see, especially under particular 
weather conditions □ Rain and mist are causing 

poor visibility. 

visible ['vizsbl] adj -1. [road, scar, person] that 
can be seen □ The egg is barely visible to the 
naked eye. -2. [improvement, change! that is 
noticeable □ I was greatly saddened by the vis¬ 
ible deterioration in his condition. 

visibly [’vizsbli] adv [worse, older] in a way 
that can be seen □ She was visibly upset. 

vision ['vijn] n -1. the ability to see □ poor/ 
good vision. -2. [of a politician, leader] the abil¬ 
ity to realize what is going to happen in the 
future □ a man of vision □ He had the vision to 
foresee the war. -3. [in a dream] an image seen 
in one’s imagination or in a dream, often as 
part of a religious experience n nightmarish vi¬ 
sions of the future. -4. tv the picture that ap¬ 
pears on a television screen □ loss of vision. 

visionary [US 'vi33neri, GB -ari] {pi visionaries) 
On a person who has strong and clear ideas 
about improving things in the future, o adj: 
a visionary politician/leader. 

visit ['vizst] o vt -1. [doctor, relative, friend] to 
go and see <sb> □ They're away at the moment 
visiting friends. -2. [country, museum, exhibition] 
to go and see <a place> □ the many thousands 
of people who visit the gallery every year. -3. to 
visit a site computing to find information at a 
site on the Internet, o n -1. [to a doctor, rela¬ 
tive, friend] the act of visiting somebody □ 
You must pay us a visit next time you're in town. 
-2. [to a country, museum, exhibition] the act of 
visiting a place □ We hope you have enjoyed 
your visit. ■ on a visit while visiting □ We saw 
it on a visit to the States. 

♦ visit with vt fus US to visit with sb to go and 
see sb □ / stopped by on the way home from 
work and visited with my grandmother. 

visiting card ['vizstirH n a small piece of card 
that has one’s name and address on it and 
that one gives to people on social and busi¬ 
ness occasions. 

visiting hours npl the times at which sick or 
injured people can be visited in hospital, 

visitor ['vizstsn n -1. a person who is visiting 
somebody.''-2. a person who is visiting a 
place □ You can get more information at the visi¬ 
tors' center. 

visitors' book n a book kept in a hotel, at an 
exhibition etc in which visitors write their 
names, addresses, and the date of their visit. 

visor ['vaiz3r] n the part of a helmet that can 
be moved down to cover one’s face and 
eyes. 

vista [’vists] n -1. a beautiful view. -2. a vi¬ 
sion, e.g. of new possibilities or opportu¬ 
nities □ New and exciting vistas opened up be¬ 
fore her. 

VISTA ['vists] {abbr of Volunteers in Service to 
America) n a US government organization 
that provides volunteers for one-year posi- 
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tions on public service projects to help poor 
people. 

visual ['visual] adj [effect, joke, impact] that is 
experienced by being seen; [awareness, handi¬ 
cap] that is connected with the ability to see 
□ the visual arts □ a very powerful visual image. 

visual aids npl a collective term for things 
such as photographs, movies, or maps that 
are used by people, especially teachers, to 
help an audience or class to understand and 
remember information, 

visual display unit n -* VDU. 

visualize, -ise ['vi3U3laiz] vf [face, idea, scene] 
to form a clear mental image of the details, 
appearance etc of <sthg> □ He tried to visual¬ 
ize the expression on their faces as he told them 
the news, m to visualize doing sthg to imagine 
doing sthg □ / can't visualize things getting any 
better. 

visually ['v^osli] adv visually handicapped 
blind or nearly blind. ■ visually impaired 
whose vision has been damaged, e.g. by ill¬ 
ness or an accident. 

vital ['vaitl] adj -1. [support, work, operation] that 
is very important for the success of some¬ 
thing □ It's vital that the meeting goes well. 
-2. [person] who is full of energy, 

vitality [vai'taelati] « energy and liveliness □ 
She was animated and full of vitality. 

vitally ['vaitah] adv vitally important very im¬ 
portant. 

vital statistics npl the measurements of a 
woman’s chest, waist, and hips (informal 
use). 

vitamin [US 'vaitaman, GB 'vit-J n a chemical 
substance that is found in very small quan¬ 
tities in food and that the body needs for 
growth and health □ vitamin pills. 

vitreous ['vitrias] adj [china] that looks like 
glass. 

vitriolic [,vitri'r>lik] adj [person, language, abuse] 
that is cruel and bitter (formal use), 

viva [’vaiva] n GB education a university exam 
that is spoken rather than written, 

vivacious [vi'veijas] adj [girl, woman] who is 
full of energy and has an attractive personal¬ 

ity- _ 
vivacity [vi'vaesati] n: see vivacious. 

Vivaldi [vi'vaeldi], Antonio (1678-1741) an 
Italian composer whose best-known work is 
The Four Seasons. 

vivid [’vivad] adj -1. [color] that is bright and 
strong. -2. [memory, description, dream] that is 
so clear and detailed that it seems real □ She 
has a very vivid imagination. 

vividly [’vivadh] adv [remember, describe] see 
vivid □ vividly painted. 

vivisection hviva'sekfn] n the practice of per¬ 
forming operations on live animals in 
scientific experiments, 

vixen ['viksan] n a female fox. 

viz [viz] (abbr of videlicet) namely (used in 
front of information that explains something 
more clearly). 

VLF (abbr of very low frequency) n a range of 

radio frequencies between 3 and 30 kilo¬ 
hertz. 

V-neck n -1. a neck of a dress, sweater etc in 
the shape of a letter V. -2. a V-neck (sweater) 
a sweater with a V-neck. 

VOA n abbr of Voice of America. 

vocabulary [va'ksebjalari] (pi vocabularies) n -1. 
[of a person] all the words that one knows or 
uses in a particular language □ She wants to 
increase her Polish vocabulary. -2. [in a language] 
all the words in a particular language □ Eng¬ 
lish has a very rich vocabulary. -3. [of a subject] 
the words that are used to talk about a par¬ 
ticular subject, e.g. computers or medicine □ 
legal vocabulary. -4. [for reference] a list of 
words, usually in alphabetical order, with a 
translation or explanation of their meaning. 

vocal ['voukl] adj -1. [person] who expresses 
their opinions freely and loudly □ She is very 
vocal in her criticism of the government. -2. 
[range, skill, training] that is connected with a 
singer’s or actor's voice. 

♦ vocals npl the part of a pop or jazz song 
that is sung rather than played on instru¬ 
ments □ And on vocals, we have Chet White. 

vocal cords npl the part of one’s throat that 
vibrates and produces sounds when one 
speaks. 

vocalist [’voukalast] n a singer in a pop or jazz 
band. 

vocation [vou'keijn] n a job, e.g. being a 
teacher, nurse, or priest, that one does be¬ 
cause one wants to help other people rather 
than to earn a lot of money. ■ to have a vo¬ 
cation to strongly feel that one should do a 
particular job. 

vocational [vou'keifnal] adj [course, training] 
that prepares people for a job □ vocational 
guidance. 

vociferous [vou'sifaras] adj [protester, opponent] 
who expresses their opinions loudly; [com¬ 
plaint, demand] that is expressed loudly. 

vodka ['vodka] n a colorless alcoholic drink, 
originally made in Russia; a glass of this 
drink. 

vogue [voug] o « a fashion □ The vogue for 
long hair is on its way out. ■ in vogue in fash¬ 
ion □ Mini-skirts are in vogue again, o adj: a 
vogue word. 

voice [vois] o«-1. the sounds one makes 
when one is speaking or singing □ a beauti¬ 
ful/an awful singing voice □ a loud/a low/an angry 
voice, m to raise/lower one's voice to speak 
more loudly/more quietly a Don't you raise 
your voice to me! □ She lowered her voice to a 
whisper. ■ to keep one's voice down to speak 
more quietly □ Keep your voice down, they'll 
hear you. -2. an opinion □ the voice of the peo¬ 
ple. ■ the voice of reason/experience advice or 
an opinion that is reasonable/based on ex¬ 
perience. -3. to have a voice to have the right 
to express an opinion about something □ We 
had no voice in the decision. -4. grammar the 
form of a verb which shows whether the 
subject of a sentence is performing an action 



voice box 
1184 

(the active voice) or being affected by it (the 
passive voice). 
o vt [opinion, doubt, criticism] to express 
<sthg> □ an opportunity to voice one's fears. 

voice box « the larynx. 

voice mail n a system for recording telephone 
messages, used e.g. in large companies. 

Voice of America n the Voice of America a ra¬ 
dio station that is run by the US govern¬ 
ment and that broadcasts programs about 
the USA to other countries, 

voice-over n recorded words read by an un¬ 
seen person that comment on or explain 
what is happening on a television program, 
advertisement etc. 

void [void] o adj -1. [result, agreement, contract] 

that has no official or legal value. -2. to be 
void of sthg [of content, interest] to be com¬ 
pletely without sthg (literary use) □ Her words 
were utterly void of emotion. -3. null, o n 

-1. a situation or period of time that seems 
empty because nothing exciting or pleasant 
happens (literary use) □ Life without him would 
be an empty void. -2. an empty space that 
seems very large or terrifying □ We gazed 
down into the void. 

voile [voil] n a thin light material used to 
make curtains, blouses etc. 

vol. abbr of volume. 

volatile [US 'volotl, GB -tail] adj -1. [situation] 

that may change suddenly and become dan¬ 
gerous or violent. -2. [person] who has sud¬ 
den extreme changes of mood or attitude, 

vol-au-vent ['vdIouvdii] n a small pastry case 
filled with a thick sauce that contains chick¬ 
en, mushrooms, shrimp etc. 

volcanic [vDl'kaemk] adj [rock, island, activity] 

that is connected with volcanoes □ a volcanic 
eruption. 

volcano [vDl'keinoo] {pi volcanoes or volcanos) 
n a kind of mountain that has a hole in the 
top and that sometimes sends out smoke, 
ash, and hot liquid rock, 

vole [vool] « a small animal that is similar to a 
mouse but has a short tail, 

volition [vou'lifn] « of one's own volition [act, 

leave, go] because one wants to, not because 
one is forced to (formal use) □ He gave up act¬ 
ing of his own volition. 

volley ['vdIi] {pi volleys) o vt to hit or kick <a 
ball> before it touches the ground, o « -1. a 
volley of shots a number of shots fired from 
a gun at the same time. -2. a volley of ques¬ 
tions/insults etc a number of questions/in¬ 
sults etc that follow one another quickly. -3. 
sport a shot in tennis, a kick in soccer etc 
that is volleyed. 

volleyball ['vnlibod] n a game in which two 
teams hit a large ball over a high net using 
their hands and without letting the ball 
touch the ground. 

volt [voolt] n a unit of electrical power, 

voltage ['vooltid3] « the force of an electrical 
current measured in volts. 

Voltaire [vDl'teal, Fran?ois Marie Arouet 

(1694-1778) a French writer who criticized 
French politics and society in many of his 
books, including his best-known work, 

Candide. 

voluble ['vDljabl] adj [person] who talks a lot 
(formal use) □ After a few drinks, she grew more 

voluble. 

volume ['vnljum] n -1. the loudness of the 
sound made by a television, radio, stereo etc 
□ Could you turn the volume up? □ the volume 
control. -2. [of an object, gas, liquid] the amount 
of space that something occupies. -3. [of 
work, letters] an amount of something □ I/Ve 
are looking at ways to reduce the volume of traf¬ 
fic on our roads. -4. [for reading] a book; one 
book of a set □ a a slim volume of verse □ an 
encyclopedia in 20 volumes. 

voluminous [vs'luimsnas] adj -1. [dress, shirt, 
jacket] that is very large and loose and uses a 
lot of material. -2. [bag, suitcase, pocket] that 
is very large and able to hold a lot of things, 

voluntarily fvnlan'tereli] adv [attend, work, go] 
see voluntary. 

voluntary [us 'vnlanteri, gb -tari] adj -1. 
[attendance, contribution, action] that one does, 
makes etc because one wants to and not be¬ 
cause one has to □ The store is run entirely on 
a voluntary basis. -2. [worker] who works with¬ 
out being paid; [work, service, organization] 
that is done by or run by people who work 
without being paid. 

voluntary liquidation n the act by an unsuc¬ 
cessful company of stopping business and 
selling its valuable possessions □ The compa¬ 
ny has gone into voluntary liquidation. 

voluntary redundancy n GB the act of agree¬ 
ing to leave one’s job in exchange for a pay¬ 
ment □ Many employees have taken voluntary 
redundancy. 

volunteer [,vDlan'tiar] o vr -1. to volunteer to 
do sthg to offer to do sthg because one 
wants to □ I've volunteered to help collect mon¬ 
ey for charity. -2. [information, advice, statement] 
to offer <sthg> without being asked, o vi 

-1. to offer to do things because one wants 
to □ She's always volunteering for things. -2. 
military to join the armed forces because 
one wants to, especially during a war. o n 

-1. somebody who has volunteered or is 
willing to volunteer to do something □ Any 
volunteers to work this weekend? -2. [for a char¬ 
ity] a person who chooses not to be paid for 
the work they do. -3. military a person who 
joins the armed forces willingly, especially 
in wartime. 

voluptuous [va'lAptfoas] adj [woman] who has 
large breasts and a soft rounded body and is 
sexually exciting. 

vomit ['vmnat] o vi to bring up food or drink 
from the stomach through the mouth, be¬ 
cause one is ill or drunk, o n food or drink 
that has been brought up by vomiting, 

voodoo ['vir.du:] n a religious cult involving 
witchcraft that is practiced by some inhabit¬ 
ants of the West Indies, especially in Haiti, 

voracious [va'reifas] adj -1. [eater] who wants 
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to eat a lot □ a voracious appetite. -2. a vora¬ 
cious reader/collector etc a person who reads/ 
collects things etc very eagerly, 

vortex ['vo:rteks] {pi vortexes or vortices 
[-tisiiz]) n -1. a powerful mass of air or water 
that spins around very quickly and pulls ob¬ 
jects into its center. -2. a harmful situation 
that somebody becomes involved in without 
wanting to □ a vortex of despair. 

vote [vout] o vi to choose formally one of 
various possibilities available, usually by 
writing on a piece of paper, speaking, or 
raising one’s hand □ / voted Republican. □ 
those who votedior/against the bill □ I'm going to 
vote for Miller. 

o vt -1. to be voted captain/winner/leader etc 
to be made captain/winner/leader etc as a 
result of a vote. -2. to vote to do sthg to de¬ 
cide to do sthg by voting □ They voted to re¬ 
turn to work. -3. to vote (that)... to suggest 
that something should happen □ / vote (that) 
we all go home. 
o « -1. an act of making a choice or deci¬ 
sion by voting □ Unions are demanding a vote 
on strike action. ■ to put sthg to the vote to 
decide sthg by voting □ Let's put the matter to 
the vote. -2. a choice or decision made by 
voting □ policies aimed at winning votes □ The 
debate ended in a vote against the motion. □ The 
vote went in her favor/against her. -3. the votes 
made by a particular group of people in an 
election □ They hope to win the nationalist vote. 
-4. the vote the right to vote in political 
elections □ Large sections of the population did 
not have the vote. 

♦ vote in vt sep to vote sb in (politician, party] 
to give sb enough votes to allow them to 
hold a position of power. 

♦ vote out vt sep to vote sb out [politician, par¬ 
ty] to give sb too few votes to allow them to 
continue to hold a position of power. 

vote of confidence {pi votes of confidence) « 
a formal declaration of support, usually for a 
government, expressed by a vote, 

vote of no confidence {pi votes of no confi¬ 
dence) n a formal declaration of lack of sup¬ 
port, usually for a government, expressed by 
a vote. 

vote of thanks {pi votes of thanks) n a formal 
public speech that expresses thanks to 
somebody for something they have done, 

voter ['vout9r] n a person who votes or has 
the right to vote, especially in a public elec¬ 
tion. 

voting ['voutiol « the act of voting □ Voting is 
under way all over the country. 

voting booth n US a small separated area in a 
polling place where one can vote in private, 

voting machine « US a device in a voting 
booth that has buttons one pushes or a lev¬ 
er one pulls to record one’s vote, 

vouch [vautj] ♦ vouch for vt fus to vouch for 
sb to say that sb has a good character □ / can 
vouch for her personally. ■ to vouch for sthg to 
be able to say from one’s own experience or 
knowledge that sthg is true □ / can vouch for 
the accuracy of these figures. 

voucher ['vaotJaT n a piece of paper that can 
be used instead of money for a particular 
purpose □ a meal/travel voucher. 

vow [vau] o« a serious promise o marriage/ 
religious vows □ / made a vow never to see him 
again, o vt to vow to do sthg to make a seri¬ 
ous promise to do sthg □ / vowed never to 
speak to him again. □ She vowed (that) she would 
get her revenge one day. 

vowel ['vausl] n any of the sounds in human 
speech that are made with the mouth and 
throat open; a letter that represents one of 
these sounds {a, e, i, o, and u in the English 
alphabet). 

voyage [’vond3] n a long trip by ship or boat 
□ a sea voyage □ a voyage of discovery. 

voyeur [vwa:'j3;r] n a person who gets sexual 
pleasure from watching other people having 
sex, especially without them knowing. 

voyeurism [vwa:'j3:rizm] n the behavior of a 
voyeur. 

VP n abbr of vice president. 

vs abbr of versus. 

VSO (abbr of Voluntary Service Overseas) n a 
British charity that sends voluntary workers 
to developing countries. 

VSOP (abbr of very special old pale) a term, 
written after the name of an alcoholic drink 
such as brandy or port, that shows that it is 
between 20 and 25 years old. 

VT abbr of Vermont. 

VTOL ['viitDl] {abbr of vertical takeoff and land¬ 
ing) n a type of aircraft that can take off by 
rising straight into the air and land by com¬ 
ing straight down, without needing a run¬ 
way. 

VTR {abbr of videotape recorder) n a piece of 
equipment used in TV broadcasting that rec¬ 
ords video signals onto magnetic tape. 

vulgar ['vAlg3r] adj -1. (person, display, appear¬ 
ance] that shows bad taste □ He has such vul¬ 
gar taste in clothes. -2. (joke, gesture, remark] 
that refers to sex in an offensive way □ Don't 
be so vulgar! 

vulgarity [vAl'gaerati] n the quality of being 
vulgar □ complaints about vulgarity and bad lan¬ 
guage. 

vulnerability [.vAlnars'bitati] « the state of be¬ 
ing vulnerable. 

vulnerable ['vAlnarsbl] adj -1. (person] who can 
be easily harmed, physically or emotionally 
□ After Jay's death, I felt alone and vulnerable. □ 
Children are especially vulnerable to the effects of 
air pollution. -2. [place, position] that can be 
easily attacked or entered by force □ Their 
defenses were vulnerable to air attack. 

vulture ['vAltJV] n -1. a large ugly bird that 
lives in tropical countries and eats dead ani¬ 
mals. -2. a person who takes advantage of 
weak or helpless people. 
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w ['dAblju:] (pi w's or ws), W ['dAblju:] (pi W's 
or Ws) n the twenty-third letter of the Eng¬ 
lish alphabet. 

♦ W -1. abbr of west. -2. abbr of watt. 

W-2 n in the USA, a form given to a person 
by their employer once a year showing their 
earnings and how much tax they have paid. 

WA -1. abbr of Washington State. -2. abbr of 
Western Australia. 

wacky [’wreki] (compar wackier, superl wacki¬ 
est) adj [behavior, person, sense of humor] that 
is amusing in a slightly unusual or odd way 
(informal use). 

wad [wDd] n -1. [of newspaper, cotton wool] a 
thick mass of something tightly pressed to¬ 
gether. -2. a number of bills, documents etc 
folded or fastened together □ a wad of 
banknotes/dollar bills. 

wadding ['wndiril n thick soft material that is 
used to protect packed objects or to band¬ 
age wounds. 

waddle ['wndl] vi [duck, person] to walk with 
short steps, with the body leaning slightly 
from one side to the other. 

wade [weid] vi to walk through deep water. 
♦ wade through vt fus to wade through sthg 

[report, book, details] to read sthg long and 
boring. 

wading pool ['weidirj-] « us -1. a shallow pool 
of water, e.g. in a park, where children can 
paddle. -2. a large inflatable plastic pool that 
can be filled with water for children to play 
in. 

wafer ['weifar] n a very thin sweet cookie, 
usually eaten with ice cream. 

wafer-thin adj [slice, piece] that is very thin 
and flat. 

waffle ['wDfl] o n cooking a thick crepe with 
a pattern of squares on both sides that is 
eaten hot. -2. GB something somebody 
writes or says that is long and vague, and 
does not contain any useful or important in¬ 
formation (informal use), o vi -1. GB to talk or 
write waffle. -2. US to avoid answering a 
question or making a decision. 

waft [waift] vi [sound, smell] to move lighdy 
through the air; [air, breeze] to move lightly □ 
The sound of laughter wafted in from the garden. 

wag [waeg] (pt & wagged, cont wagging) 
o vt [tail, finger, pencil] to move <sthg> re¬ 
peatedly from side to side □ "Now, now," he 
said, wagging his finger at me. o vi [tail] to 
move repeatedly from side to side. 

wage [weid3] o n the amount of money that 

is paid every week to somebody for doing 
work □ a low/high wage □ the average weekly 
wage □ a wage increase, o vt to wage war on 
sb/sthg [on crime, an enemy] to start and con¬ 
tinue a war or struggle against sb/sthg. 

♦ wages npl a wage. 
NOTE: Compare salary. 

wage claim n a demand by workers for high¬ 

er pay. 

wage differential n the difference between 
the money earned by people doing different 
jobs in a company or industry, 

wage earner n somebody who earns wages □ 
She's the main wage earner in the family. 

wage freeze n the act of fixing wages at a 
particular level. 

wager [’weid33r] n an agreement with some¬ 
body to pay a certain amount of money to 
whoever guesses the result of something, 
e.g. a horse race, correctly, 

waggish ['waegif] adj [person, remark, behavior] 

that is amusing in a clever way. 

waggle ['waegl] (informal use) o vt [tail, ears] to 
move <sthg> repeatedly from side to side or 
up and down, o vi [tail, ears] to move repeat¬ 
edly from side to side or up and down, 

waggon ['waegan] n GB = wagon. 

Wagner ['va:gnar], Richard (1813-1883) a 
German composer famous for his operas, in¬ 
cluding Tristan and Isolde and The Ring of the 
Nibelung. 

wagon ['waegan] n -1. a vehicle with four 
wheels that is pulled by an animal, especial¬ 
ly a horse. -2. GB rail a vehicle for carrying 
goods, especially an open one, that is pulled 
by a train. 

wagon train n a group of covered wagons 
traveling together. 

wagtail ['waegteil] « a small bird with a very 
long tail that moves up and down when it 
walks. 

waif [weif] n a person, child, or animal that 
has no home and is not being cared for (lit¬ 
erary use). 

wail [weil] o n -1. [of a person, animal] a long 
cry of pain or sadness □ The child let out a wail 
of indignation. -2. [of the wind, a siren] a long, 
high-pitched sound, o vi [siren, wind, baby] to 
produce a wail □ / could hear a baby wailing in 
the background. 

wailing ['werlig] n a continuous wail □ the 
weeping and wailing of mourners at the funeral. 

waist [weist] n -1. the middle of the human 
body between the chest and the hips □ para¬ 
lyzed from the waist down □ The grass was 
waist-high. -2. the part of a piece of clothing 
that goes around the waist □ All my skirts are 
getting too tight in the waist. 

waistband ['weistbsend] n a band of material 
at the waist of a skirt or pair of trousers.. 

waistcoat ['weistkout] n GB a piece of clothing 
without sleeves and with buttons in the 
front, often worn by men under a jacket, 

waistline [’weistlain] it -1. the measurement 
around one’s waist. -2. the position of the 
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waistband on a dress in relation to one’s 
waist □ / don't suit dresses with a low waistline. 

wait [weit] o vi -1. [person] to stay in one 
place without doing much until somebody 
or something comes or something happens 
□ Have you been waiting long? m wait and see a 
phrase used to tell somebody to be patient 
because they cannot change what will hap¬ 
pen in the future o "Is she going to be all 
right?" — "We'll just have to wait and see." ■ 
wait a minute or second or moment a phrase 
used to interrupt somebody when they are 
speaking, often to show disagreement; a 
phrase used while speaking to show that 
one has just had a new idea □ Wait a minute, 
aren't you being a little unfair? □ Wait a moment, 
why didn't I think of it before? ■ (just) you wait! 
a phrase used to threaten or warn some¬ 
body about something □ You wait until the 
boss finds outI -2. it can't or won't wait it is 
very important and must be done immedi¬ 
ately □ Have another glass of wine, the dishes 
can wait. □ I've got some work that won't wait. 
o vt -1. I/he etc couldn't wait to do sthg I/he 
etc wanted to do sthg as soon as possible □ 
I can't wait to see the photos. -2. US to delay 
<sthg> (informal use) □ Don't wait dinner for 
me. 
o n the act or period of waiting □ They had a 
long wait. ■ to lie in wait for sb to hide and 
wait for sb in order to attack them □ Who 
knows what disasters may be lying in wait for us. 

♦ wait around, wait about vi to wait, espe¬ 
cially with not much to do, or when some¬ 
body or something is late □ / got tired of wait¬ 
ing around in the cold. 

♦ wait for vt fus to wait for sb/sthg [for a 
friend, bus, opportunity) to wait until sb/sthg 
comes □ I've been waiting for you for over an 
hour! □ She's waiting for the right man to come 
along. □ We got back into the car and waited for 
the rain to stop. 

♦ wait on vt fus to wait on sb to serve food 
and drink to sb □ He expects to be waited on 
hand and foot. 

♦ wait up vi not to go to bed because one is 
waiting for somebody to come home □ / 
waited up for her until midnight. 

waiter l'weit3r] n a man who serves food and 
drink in a restaurant or cafe. 

waiting game ['weitirj-] « to play a waiting 
game to wait before doing something in or¬ 
der to see how a situation develops. 

waiting list n a list of people who want 
something that is not available immediately 
□ There's a three-year waiting list for some op¬ 
erations. 

waiting room n a room in a station, hospital 
etc where people can wait. 

waitress ['weitrss] n a woman who serves 
food and drink in a restaurant or cafe. 

waive [weiv] vt [rule, charge, fee] to decide not 
to apply <sthg>; [right, claim] to give up 
<sthg> (formal use). 

waiver ['weiv3r] n law a written statement 
that waives a right, claim etc. 

wake [weik] (pt woke or waked, pp woken or 

waked) o vt to make <sb> stop sleeping □ 
He woke me at seven o'clock, o vi: I woke sev¬ 
eral times during the night, o n the track that a 
ship or boat leaves as it moves through the 
water. ■ in one's wake behind one as one 
goes □ Aunt Mamie went abroad, leaving a trail 
of unpaid debts in her wake. ■ in the wake of 
sthg after and as a result of sthg □ The police 
are urging the public to be vigilant in the wake of 
the recent bombings. 

♦ wake up o vi sep to wake sb up to make sb 
stop sleeping □ Wake me up before you go. 
o vi: Nell didn't wake up until eight o'clock. 

♦ wake up to vt fus to wake up to sthg to be¬ 
gin to become aware of and understand sthg 
unpleasant □ When will you wake up to the fact 
that he's just using you? 

waken [’weiksn] (formal use) o vt to wake 
<sb>. o vi to wake. 

waking hours ['weikig-] npl the hours during 
which one is not sleeping □ He spends all his 
waking hours worrying about it. 

Wales [weilz] a country in the United King¬ 
dom, west of England, size: 20,800 sq kms. 
population: 2,798,200 (Welsh), capital: Car¬ 
diff. language: English, Welsh. 

W WALES 

Wales, which is officially called the Princi¬ 
pality of Wales, has the same legal, educa¬ 
tional, and banking system as England, and 
is governed mainly from London. The 
Welsh language is spoken by about 20% of 
the population. There is now a Welsh- 
language television channel and radio sta¬ 
tion, and many public signs are written in 
English and Welsh. Some Welsh people 
would like Wales to be completely inde¬ 
pendent from the United Kingdom and have 
its own government. 

Wales, Prince of the tide given to the eldest 
son of the British king or queen. 

Wales, Princess of the title given to the wife 
of the Prince of Wales. 

walk [wo:k] o vi to move by placing one foot 
in front of the other □ Our son is just learning 
to walk. □ We must have walked ten miles. □ We 
walked along the beach and watched the sunset. 
o vt -1. to go with <sb> on foot to make 
sure they are safe □ Let me walk you to your 
car. □ Will someone walk you home afterward? 
-2. to take <a dog> out for exercise. -3. to 
cover <a distance> on foot □ / had to walk all 
the way home. ■ to walk the streets to be 
homeless; to be a prostitute. 
on-1. a trip made by walking □ It's a long 
walk from here. □ Let's go for a walkl □ / took 
the dog for a walk. -2. a route that people 
walk along for pleasure □ There are some 
great walks around here. -3. the action of 
walking or the way a person walks □ The 
horses moved off at a walk. □ He has a funny 
walk. 

♦ walk away with vt fus to walk away with 
sthg [with a prize, medal] to win sthg easily 
(informal use) □ They walked away with the title. 
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♦ walk in on vt fus to walk in on sb/sthg Ion a 

person, meeting, conversation] to interrupt sb/ 
sthg by going into a place when one is not 
expected □ / walked in on them having an argu¬ 
ment in the kitchen. 

♦ walk off vt sep> to walk sthg off [headache, 

hangover] to get rid of sthg by walking. ■ to 
walk off a meal to go for a walk to try to 
feel better when one has eaten too much. 

♦ walk off with vt fus (informal use) -1. to 
walk off with sthg [with money, a wallet, um¬ 

brella] to steal sthg easily by picking it up 
and walking away □ Thieves walked off with 
three valuable paintings. -2. to walk off with 
sthg [with a championship, trophy] to win sthg 
easily □ She walked off with first prize. 

♦ walk out vi -1. to leave a place because 
one is angry or bored, or disapproves of 
what is happening □ Several delegates walked 
out when the resolution was passed. 
-2. [workers] to leave the place where one 
works and go on strike, especially when this 
has not been planned. 

♦ walk out on vt fus to walk out on sb [on 

one's wife, husband, partner] to leave sb, espe¬ 
cially suddenly □ You can't just walk out on 
your kids. 

walkabout [’waikabaot] n GB a situation in 
which a famous person walks among a 
crowd of people, talking informally to them 
□ The Queen went on a walkabout in Toronto to¬ 
day. ■ to go walkabout AUS to go away for a 
period of time and travel around on foot. 

walker ['wo:k3r] ti -1. a person who walks, es¬ 
pecially for pleasure □ a keen walker. -2. US a 
light metal frame with rubber feet, used by 
old or ill people to support themselves 
when they walk. 

walkie-talkie [,wo:ki'to:ki] n a small radio that 
can be carried so that people can talk and 
listen to each other. 

walk-in adj -1. a walk-in closet/wardrobe a 
closet/wardrobe that is large enough to 
walk into. -2. a walk-in victory US an easy 
victory (informal use). 

walking ['woikirj] n the activity of walking, es¬ 
pecially for pleasure □ We go walking every 
weekend. □ a walking tour. 

walking shoes npl strong shoes with thick 
soles that people wear to go walking for 
pleasure. 

walking stick n a stick used for support 
when walking. 

Walkman™ ['wmkman] (j?l Walkmans) n a 
personal stereo. 

walk of life (jzl walks of life) n a person’s posi¬ 
tion in society, often judged by the job they 
do □ /Is- a host on a talk show, I meet people 
from all walks of life. 

walk-on adj a walk-on part [in a play, movie] a 
very small and unimportant part for an actor 
that does not involve speaking □ She's got a 
walk-on part in "Othello". 

walkout ['woikaut] w the act of leaving the 
place where one works and going on strike 
in order to express disagreement or dissatis¬ 

faction □ Athletes at the games are threatening 
to stage a mass walkout. 

walkover ['wo:kouv3r] n a situation that results 
in an easy victory (informal use) □ The game 
was a walkover. 

walk-up n US an apartment building that does 
not have an elevator; an apartment in such 
a building. 

walkway [’wo:kwei] n a paved path or pas¬ 
sage, especially between buildings, 

wall [wad] n -1. [in a building] one of the verti¬ 
cal sides of a room or building □ We knocked 
down the wall between the kitchen and the dining 
room. □ The walls of the temple are still standing. 
-2. [between land] a barrier of stone or brick 
that goes around or divides an area of land 
□ the old city walls □ /\ wall separated the two 
gardens. ■ to come up against a brick wall to 
meet a problem or obstacle that prevents 
further progress □ The police investigation has 
come up against a brick wall. ■ to drive sb up 
the wall to annoy sb very much □ His 
trumpet-playing drives the neighbors up the wall. 
-3. anatomy [of a cell, womb, stomach] a layer 
of tissue that surrounds something and acts 
as a barrier. 

wallaby [’wDlabi] (p\ wallabies) n an Australian 
animal like a small kangaroo. 

Wallace ['wolas], Sir William (1270-1305) a 
Scottish military leader who led a revolt 
against the English, who were ruling Scot¬ 
land at that time. 

wallchart ['wo:ltJa:rt] n a big sheet of paper 
with information, pictures, diagrams etc on 
it that is hung on a wall, 

wall cupboard n gb a cupboard that is fixed 
to the wall and does not rest on the ground, 

walled [wo:ld] adj a walled city/garden etc a 
city/garden etc that is surrounded by a wall, 

wallet I'wDlat] n a small flat leather case for 
paper money, credit cards etc. 

wallflower ['wailflauad n -1. a garden plant 
with red, yellow, orange, or purple flowers 
and a sweet smell. -2. somebody, especially 
a girl, who has not been invited to dance at 
a party (informal use). 

Walloon [wn'lurn] n a French-speaking Belgian 
from the south or southeast of the country, 

wallop ['wDtap] (informal use) On a hard blow. 
o vt [child, ball] to hit <sb/sthg> hard, 

wallow ['wdIou] vi -1. [person, animal] to lie or 
roll in mud, water, a hot bath etc in enjoy¬ 
ment □ We watched the hippos wallowing in the 
mud. -2. to wallow in misery/self-pity etc to 
enjoy feeling sadness/pity for oneself etc 
and make litde effort to get out of this state 
□ There's no point sitting here wallowing in self- 
pity. Do something! 

wall painting « a painting done directly on a 
wall. 

wallpaper ['wo:lpeipar] o n thick decorative 
paper that is used to cover the walls of 
rooms, o vt [room, house] to cover the walls 
of <sthg> with wallpaper. 

Wall Street the street in New York City that 
is the financial center of the USA. 
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'* WALL STREET 

Wall Street is a street in the financial district 

of Manhattan, in New York City. The New 

York Stock Exchange is found here, as well 

as several banks. The term is often used to 

mean the world of American finance gener¬ 
ally. 

wall-to-wall adj a wall-to-wall carpet a carpet 

that covers the whole floor of a room. 

walnut [’woilriAt] n -1. a large nut with a very 

hard shell; the tree that produces walnuts □ 
coffee and walnut cake. -2. the wood of a wal¬ 

nut tree, often used for making expensive 

furniture □ a walnut cabinet. 

walrus ['woilras] (pi walrus or walruses) n a sea 

animal like a large seal with long sharp 

tusks. 

waltz [wo:lts] o n -1. a formal dance with 

three beats in a bar in which a couple hold 

each other as they move around the room 

together. -2. a piece of music to which a 

waltz is danced, o vi -1. to dance a waltz. 

-2. to go somewhere confidently and in a 

relaxed way (informal use) □ She waltzed into 
the room. 

Waltzing Matilda [.wodtsirtma'tilds] n a popu¬ 

lar Australian song that has become the un¬ 

official national song of the country. 

wan [won] (compar wanner, superl wannest) adj 
[person, complexion, smile] that looks pale, ill, 

and tired. 

WAN [wEen] n abbr of wide area network. 

wand [wDnd] « a thin wooden stick that is 

held in the hand and used to do magic 

tricks □ a magic wand. 

wander ['wt>nd3r] vi -1. to walk slowly with¬ 

out a definite purpose or without going any¬ 

where in particular □ We spent the afternoon 
wandering around the town. -2. [thoughts, atten¬ 

tion) to stop concentrating and move to an¬ 

other subject □ My mind keeps wandering. 

wanderer I'wondarsl n a person who has no 

home and travels from place to place. 

wandering ['wDndarig] adj a wandering 
musician/tribe etc a musician/tribe etc that 

travels from place to place, spending a short 

time in each. 

wanderlust ['wondadAst] « a strong desire to 

travel and visit other countries. 

wane [wein] o « to be on the wane [interest, 

popularity, belief! to become smaller, less im¬ 

portant, less strong etc □ Her power was al¬ 
ready on the wane, o vi -1. [influence, interest, 

popularity] to decrease □ My enthusiasm for the 
job rapidly waned. -2. [moon] to grow narrower 

as it changes from a full moon to a new 

moon. 

wangle ['waerjgl] vt [job, invitation, wage increase] 

to get <sthg that is difficult to get>, by clev¬ 

er or unfair methods (informal use) □ / man¬ 
aged to wangle an interview with their top man. 

wanna ['wDna] = want a, want to. 

wannabe ['wtmabi] n a person who wants to 

be famous or like a famous person (informal 
use) □ Madonna wannabes. 

want [wDnt] o n -1. what somebody needs or 
would like to have (formal use) □ She has few 
wants. -2. to be in want not to have the 
things one needs to live, e.g. food and cloth¬ 
ing □ families living in want, o vt -1. to feel a 
strong desire for <sthg> □ What do you want 
to eat? □ He wants a bike for Christmas. □ / want 
you to listen carefully. □ Look, I don't want any 
trouble/ -2. to need <sthg> □ If there's any¬ 
thing else you want, just ask. -3. you are want¬ 
ed on the phone somebody is asking to talk 
to you on the phone. 

♦ for want of prep because it is not possible 
to do or have <sthg> □ For want of anything 
better to do, I went for a walk. 

want ad h us a classified ad (informal use). 

wanted ['wnntad] adj to be wanted to be 
looked for by the police because they think 
one is involved in a crime □ He's wanted for 
the murder of Lucy Bishop. 

wanting ['wDntig] adj to be wanting not to 
have enough of something □ The book is 
wanting in passion. ■ to be found wanting to 
be found to be not as good as expected or 
hoped □ He was tested and found wanting. 

wanton ['wDntsn] adj (formal use) -1. [de¬ 

struction, neglect, violence] for which there is 
no good reason. -2. [woman] who is consid¬ 
ered to be sexually immoral. 

war [wo:r] (pt & pp warred, cont warring) n 
-1. organized fighting with weapons be¬ 
tween two or more countries or groups □ 
Germany and Italy declared war on the USA. □ 
the Gulf War. ■ to be at war [countries] to be 
fighting □ The two republics are now officially at 
war. ■ to go to war to begin an organized 
fight using weapons □ America is ready to go 
to war over this issue. ■ the War between the 
States a term used for the American Civil 
War. ■ the War of 1812 a conflict between 
the USA and Britain that lasted from 1812 
to 1814. ■ the Wars of the Roses a series of 
wars in England (1455-1485) between two 
families that claimed the throne: the House 
of Lancaster, that had a red rose as a sym¬ 
bol, and the House of York, that had a 
white rose as a symbol. -2. [against drugs, 

crime] an organized effort to stop something 
□ a war on car thieves. -3. [between businesses] 

fierce competition between businesses □ a 
trade war. 

War. abbr of Warwickshire. 

warble ['wo:rbl] vi [bird] to sing (literary use). 

war crime « an illegal and cruel act carried 
out during war, such as the torture or mur¬ 
der of innocent people. 

war criminal n a person who is guilty of a 
war crime. 

war cry « a loud shout made by people going 
to fight that is intended to frighten their en¬ 
emies. 

ward [wo:rd] n -1. [in a hospital] a large room in 
a hospital, or a part of a hospital, that con¬ 
tains beds for people with similar illnesses 
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or injuries □ a surgical/maternity ward. -2. 
politics one of the parts a city is divided 
into for local elections. -3. law a child or 
young person who is under the legal protec¬ 
tion of an adult, usually because their par¬ 
ents are dead. 

♦ ward off vt fus to ward off sthg [danger, dis¬ 

ease, blow] to stop sthg from affecting or 
harming one □ Vitamin C helps ward off a cold. 

war dance n a special dance that some tribes 
perform before fighting or after winning a 
battle. 

warden ['wa:rdn] n -1. an official who looks 
after a * national park, game reserve etc. 
-2. US the official who is in charge of a pris¬ 
on. -3. GB the official who is in charge of a 
youth hostel, part of a university dormitory, 
an old people’s home etc. 

warder ['wo:rd3r] n GB a person who is in 
charge of prisoners in a prison, 

ward of court n a child or young person who 
is placed under the protection of a court, 

wardrobe ['woddroub] n -1. a large piece of 
furniture in which clothes are kept. -2. all 
the clothes owned by one person or worn 
at a particular time of year □ She bought her¬ 
self a whole new wardrobe. □ a summer/winter 
wardrobe. 

warehouse ['wea'haus, pi -hauziz] n a large 
building where goods are stored, 

wares [wea'z] npl small things for sale, often 
in the street or in a market (literary use), 

warfare ['wo:rfe3r] n -1. the activity of fighting 
a war □ nuclear/guerrilla warfare. -2. a continu¬ 
ous struggle or conflict □ gang warfare. 

war game n -1. an imaginary battle which 
military leaders use to test plans for moving 
soldiers and equipment. -2. a game for 
adults in which model soldiers are used to 
recreate past battles. 

warhead ['wo:rhed] n the front part of a bomb 
or missile that contains explosives. 

Warhol ['wobhool], Andy (1929-1987) a US 
artist who is famous for the use of popular 
culture in his art. 

warily ['wearali] adv [look, behave, speak] see 
wary. 

Warks. abbr of Warwickshire, 

warlike ['wodlaik] adj [nation, tribe] that always 
wants to make war. 

warm [wo:rm] o adj -1. [weather, water, room] 

that is hot in a pleasant or suitable way □ 
Are you warm enough? -2. [sweater, blanket, 

bed] that makes one warm □ Make sure you 
put some warm clothes on before you go out. -3. 
[color, sound] that is deep and strong in a 
pleasant way. -4. [person, personality] that is 
kind and friendly □ They gave me a warm wel¬ 
come. -5. US [debate, atmospherel full of strong 
feelings, e.g. anger or excitement, o vt [food, 

body] to make <sthg> warm □ I'll just warm 
the milk. 

♦ warm over vt sep US -1. to warm food over 
to heat food that has already been cooked 
but has become cold. -2. to warm sthg over 
[idea, argument] to use sthg that one has said 

or written before and that is no longer inter¬ 
esting (disapproving use). 

♦ warm to vt fus to warm to sb/sthg to begin 
to like sb/sthg □ I'm beginning to warm to the 
idea. □ / warmed to her immediately. 

♦ warm up o vt sep -1. to warm sb/sthg up 
[room, person] to make sb/sthg warm □ That 
soup will soon warm you up. -2. to warm food 
up to heat food that has already been 
cooked but has become cold □ We can warm 
up the leftovers for supper, o vi -1. [person, 

weather, room] to get warmer. -2. [car engine, 

photocopier] to become ready for use. 
-3. [athlete, dancer] to prepare for physical ex¬ 
ercise by moving and stretching the body; 
[orchestra, musician, actor] to practice just be¬ 
fore performing. 

warm-blooded [-'bLvdad] adj [animal] that has 
a body temperature that stays at the same 
fairly high level, even in very hot or cold 
conditions. 

war memorial n a statue or monument made 
to make people remember the people who 
died in a war. 

warm front n the front of a mass of warm air 
that is moving into a mass of colder air. 
NOTE: Compare cold front. 

warm-hearted [-'hadtad] adj [person] who is 
always kind and friendly. 

warmly ['wa:rmli] adv -1. to dress warmly to 
put on warm clothes, usually because the 
weather is very cold. -2. [welcome, smile, 

greet] in a friendly way. 

warmonger ['wo:rmAggar] n a person, especial¬ 
ly a politician or military leader, who wants 
to start or encourage a war. 

warmth [wa:rm0] n -1. [of the sun, a fire, body] 

the warm temperature produced by some¬ 
thing □ I/Ve huddled together for warmth. -2. [of 

clothes, a blanket] the quality of being able to 
make people warm □ I’ve put another blanket 
on for extra warmth. -3. [of somebody's wel¬ 

come, smile, greeting] the quality of being 
kind and friendly. 

warm-up n [of an athlete, dancer, orchestra] the 
exercises that somebody does while warm¬ 
ing up. 

warn [wo:rn] o vt -1. to give <sb> advice 
about something that may be dangerous so 
that they can avoid it □ The doctor warned him 
of or about the dangers of smoking, m to warn 
sb against doing sthg, to warn sb not to do 
sthg to advise sb not to do sthg because of 
possible danger or punishment □ / warned her 
not to go alone or against going alone. -2. to tell 
<sb> in advance about a possible problem □ 
Did you warn him about the brakes? □ She 
warned them that she would be late, o vi to 
warn of sthg to tell people about sthg bad 
that is happening or may happen □ The po¬ 
lice are warning of severe traffic delays down¬ 
town. 

warning ['woitiir)] o n -l. advice about some¬ 
thing that may be dangerous or result in 
punishment □ This is your last warning. -2. 
information about something dangerous, 
difficult, or undesirable that will happen in 
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the future □ He left without any warning. □ They 
gave us advance warning of the hurricane, o adj 
a warning sign/look etc a sign/look etc that 
gives a warning a Social workers failed to rec¬ 
ognize the warning signs. 

warning light n a colored light on the instru¬ 
ment board of a car or machine that gives a 
warning about a possible problem. 

warning triangle n GB a red plastic triangle 
that reflects light and is carried in cars to 
put on the road if there is an accident or if 
the car breaks down. 

warp [wo:rp] o n the threads that run in the 
direction of the longest edge of a piece of 
cloth, o v( -1. (wood, metal, plastic] to bend or 
twist <sthg> so that it loses its shape □ The 
door was warped by the damp. -2. [personality, 

character] to make <sthg> abnormal □ Her 
early experiences have warped her view of family 
life, o vi [wood, metal, plastic] to become 
twisted or bent and lose its shape. 
NOTE: Compare weft. 

warpath [US 'woirpaeG, GB 'wo:pa:0] n to be or 
go on the warpath to be very angry about 
something and ready to argue with the per¬ 
son responsible for it. 

warped [wo:rpt] adj -1. [wood, metal, plastic] 

that is bent or twisted by heat, damp etc so 
that it does not have the same shape any 
more. -2. [personality, idea] that is not normal 
□ a warped sense of humor. 

warplane [’woTplein] n a plane armed with 
guns and designed for fighting, 

warrant I'wnrant] o n an official document 
that allows the police to arrest somebody, 
search a house, take goods etc. o vt [exami¬ 

nation, investigation] to be or provide a reason 
for <sthg> □ The incident hardly warranted so 
much media attention. 

warrant officer n an officer in the army, 
navy, or air force who is between the ranks 
of sergeant and lieutenant, 

warranty [’wnranti] (pi warranties) n a written 
statement by a company that states that if 
their goods do not work they will repair or 
replace them without charge □ Is the comput¬ 
er still under warranty? 

warren ['wm-an] n -1. = rabbit warren. -2. a 
place with a lot of streets, rooms etc that it 
is hard to find one's way around in. 

warring ['woirirj] adj warring factions/nations 
etc factions/nations etc that are fighting a 
war against each other, 

warrior ['wDrisfl n a person who fights in 
wars (literary use). 

Warsaw ['wo:rso:] the capital of Poland and its 
largest city, population: 1,653,500. 

warship f'woTjtp] n a ship armed with guns 
used for fighting at sea. 

wart [wo:rt] n a small hard lump that grows 
on the skin, usually on the hands or face, 

wartime ['wo:rtaim] o n the period during 
which there is a war □ Women had to work in 
wartime, o adj [memory, propaganda] / love hear¬ 
ing all about his wartime experiences. 

Warwickshire ['worikjofl a county in western 
central England, size: 1981 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 484,200. administrative center: War¬ 
wick. 

war widow n a woman whose husband was 
killed fighting in a war. 

wary ['wean] (compar warier, superl wariest) adj 
to be wary of sb/sthg to be careful about sb/ 
sthg because there may be problems or dan¬ 
ger □ He's always been wary of her/wary of com¬ 
mitting himself. 

was [stressed wdz, unstressed woz] past tense of 
be. 

wash [wof] o vt -1. [clothes, car, face] to clean 
<sthg> using water and soap; [lettuce, vegeta¬ 

bles] to clean <sthg> using water □ Have you 
washed your hands? -2. to carry <sthg> to a 
particular place □ The waves washed the oil 
onto the beach, o vi to clean oneself using 
water and soap □ / washed quickly and then 
went downstairs, o n -1. an act of washing □ 
He gave the car a wash. □ Do I have time to have 
a quick wash? -2. a collection of clothes 
washed together □ a hot/white wash □ Your 
shirt is in the wash. -3. [of a boat] the move¬ 
ment of water that spreads out sideways 
from a moving ship or boat. 

♦ wash away vt sep to wash sb/sthg away 
[sea, water] to carry sb/sthg away from a par¬ 
ticular place □ Dozens of houses were washed 
away by the flood. 

♦ wash down vt sep -1. to wash sthg down 
[food, medicine] to drink something to help 
one swallow sthg □ She washed down the as¬ 
pirin with water. -2. to wash sthg down [floor, 

car, wall] to wash sthg with a lot of water. 
♦ wash out vr sep -1. to wash sthg out [stain, 

mark, dye] to remove sthg by washing. -2. to 
wash sthg out [bottle, cupboard, bowl] to wash 
the inside of sthg. 

♦ wash up o vt sep -1. to wash dishes up GB 

to wash dirty dishes after a meal. -2. to be 
washed up [body, debris] to be carried by the 
sea or by waves to a shore or bank □ They 
found his body washed up on the beach, o vi 
-1. US to wash oneself. -2. GB to wash dirty 
plates, glasses, pans etc. 

washable [’wDfabl] adj Imaterial, clothes] that 
can be washed without being damaged □ Is 
this sweater machine-washable? 

wash-and-wear adj wash-and-wear clothes 
clothes that do not need to be ironed after 
washing. 

washbowl ['wn/bool] us, washbasin ['wdJ- 
beisn] GB n a fixed bowl with faucets, espe¬ 
cially in a bathroom, for washing one’s 
hands and face. 

washcloth ['wDjklD0] n US a small cloth for 
washing one’s face. 

washed-out [,wDft-] adj -1. [clothing] that has 
been washed so many times it has lost its 
color. -2. to look washed-out to look un¬ 
healthy and pale because of tiredness □ / 
thought he was looking really washed-out. 

washed-up adj [person, career, project] that is 
no longer successful (informal use). 
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washer I'wnja'l n -1. technology a small ring 
of plastic, metal, or' rubber used to make 
bolts and valves fit tightly. -2. a washing 
machine. 

washer-dryer ti a machine that washes and 
dries clothes. 

washing ['wdJiq] n -1. the act of washing 
clothes □ / usually do the washing once a week. 
-2. a collection of clothes that need to be 
washed or have been washed □ clean/dirty 
washing. 

washing line tt a piece of rope that hangs be¬ 
tween two points on which washing is 
hung to dry. 

washing machine n a machine that washes 
clothes. 

washing powder « GB soap in the form of a 
powder used for washing clothes. 

Washington ['wojigtan] -1. = Washington D.C. 
-2. = Washington State. 

Washington [’wofigtan], Booker T (1856- 
1915) a black US writer and teacher who 
helped to establish the Tuskegee Institute, 
a school for black Americans. 

Washington, George (1732-1799) US Presi¬ 
dent from 1789 to 1797. He helped to write 
the Constitution and is one of the Founding 
Fathers. 

Washington D.C. the capital of the USA, in 
the District of Columbia, population: 
606,900. 

Washington Monument: the Washington 
Monument a large column in Washington 
D.C., built in honor of George Washington. 

Washington State a state in the north¬ 
western USA on the Pacific coast and the 
Canadian border, abbreviation: WA. size: 
176,500 sq kms. population: 4,866,692. capi¬ 
tal: Olympia, main city: Seattle, 

washing-up « GB -1. the dirty plates, glasses, 
pans etc that need to be washed after a 
meal □ piles of washing-up. -2. the act of 
washing dirty plates, glasses, pans etc □ It's 
your turn to do the washing-up. ' 

washing-up liquid n GB the thick liquid soap 
used with hot water to wash dirty plates, 
glasses, pans etc. 

washout t'wDjaut] « a complete failure (infor¬ 
mal use) □ The dance was a complete washout. 

washroom [’wD/ruim] n US a room that con¬ 
tains a toilet and a washbowl, 

wasn't [’wDznt] = was not. 

wasp [wdsp] n a thin yellow-and-black striped 
flying insect which stings. 

Wasp, WASP [wDspj (abbr of White Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant) « a white American who 
belongs to the social class that is considered 
to be the most powerful in the country, 

waspish ['wDspif] adj [person, tone] that is 
bad-tempered and critical, 

wastage ['weistid3l n [of potential, a resource, 

material] the act of wasting something; the 
amount wasted □ the unnecessary wastage of 
water due to leaking pipes. 

waste [weist] o « -1. a bad or unnecessary 

use of money, space, energy etc □ efforts to 
reduce waste □ What a waste of good food! ■ to 
go to waste not to be used in a useful or 
sensible way □ All our hard work went to waste. 
■ to be a waste of time/money not to be 
worth the amount of time/money that is 
spent □ She feels that going to the meeting 
would be a waste of time. □ Applying for that job 
was a complete waste of effort. -2. material 
that is thrown away because the useful part 
has been removed or used □ domestic/nuclear 

waste □ toxic waste. 
o adj waste material material that is thrown 
away, e.g. because the useful part has been 
removed or used □ waste products, 
o vt [time, money, energy] to use <sthg> in a 
way that is not useful or sensible; to use 
more of <sthg> than is necessary □ Don't 
waste this opportunity to travel. □ Turn it off, 
you're wasting the battery. ■ to be wasted on sb 
to be too good to be appreciated by sb □ 
The expensive wine was wasted on him. 

♦ wastes np>l a large empty area of land or 
water (literary use). 

♦ waste away vi to lose weight and become 
very thin and weak as the result of illness or 
worry. 

wastebasket [’weistbaeskat] n US a small con¬ 
tainer for waste paper kept in a room. 

wasted [‘weistad] adj [time, energy] that has 
not been used in a useful or sensible way □ 
You're wasted in that job. 

waste disposal unit « a device fitted to the 
drain of a kitchen sink that breaks up waste 
food so that it can go down the drain with 
water. 

wasteful ['weistfl] adj [person, activity] that 
wastes time, energy, money etc. 

waste ground « GB land that is not used or 
looked after. 

wasteland ['weistlaend] n an empty, unused, 
and unattractive area of land. 

waste paper « paper that is thrown away be¬ 
cause it has been used and is no longer 
needed. 

wastepaper basket, wastepaper bin [weist- 
peipar-] n GB = wastebasket. 

watch [writf] o tt -1. a small clock that one 
wears on one’s wrist, around one’s neck, or 
attached to one’s clothes. -2. to keep watch 
to watch carefully, e.g. for any signs of dan¬ 
ger □ We agreed that somebody should keep 
watch at all times. -3. a person or group that 
watches carefully for any signs of danger in 
order to be able to warn other people, 
o vt -1. [television, football game, sunset! to 
look at sthg for a period of time, usually for 
pleasure □ Did you watch that show on Channel 
5 last night? -2. [person] to follow <sb> se- 
credy □ The police have been watching them for 
months. -3. to be careful with <sthg> □ 
Watch what you're doing with that knife. ■ watch 
your language! a phrase used to tell some¬ 
body not to use swearwords. ■ watch it! a 
phrase used to tell somebody to be careful 
(informal use). 

o vi: We were watching from the window. 
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♦ watch for vt fus to watch for sthg (for a 
chance, opportunity] to wait for sthg that 
might happen in the future in order to ben¬ 
efit or avoid problems □ Watch for any sudden 
changes in temperature. 

♦ watch out vi -1. watch out! a phrase used 
to tell somebody to be careful because 
something bad or dangerous is going to hap¬ 
pen. -2. to watch out for sthg to pay careful 
attention so that one does not miss sthg □ 
Watch out for the bus. 

♦ watch over vt fus to watch over sb [child, 
sick person] to take care of sb. 

watchband ['wDtfbaend] n us the metal, leath¬ 
er, or plastic strap that attaches a watch to 
one’s wrist. 

watchdog ['wotfdDg] n -1. a dog that is kept 
to guard property. -2. a person or group 
whose job is to make sure that companies 
and other organizations act fairly and do 
not break the law □ a consumer watchdog. 

watchful .['wnt/fl] odj [person] who watches 
carefully what is happening. ■ to keep a 
watchful eye on sb/sthg to watch sb/sthg 
very closely in order to avoid danger, acci¬ 
dents etc. 

watchmaker ['wDtfmeik3r] « a person whose 
job is to make and repair watches and 
clocks. 

watchman ['wotfmsn] (pi watchmen [-man]) « 
a person whose job is to guard property, 

watchstrap ['wDt/straep] n GB = watchband. 

watchword ['wDtfw3:rd] « a word or phrase 
that expresses the most important quality, 
feature, principle etc of a person or group □ 
Our watchword is efficiency. 

water ['wo;t3r] o n -1. a clear colorless liquid 
with no taste or smell that animals and 
plants need in order to live. It makes up 
seas, rivers, lakes etc and falls from clouds 
as rain. FORMULA: H20. ■ to pour or throw 
cold water on sthg [on a plan, idea] to criticize 
sthg and make it seem less interesting. ■ to 
tread water to stay on the surface of deep 
water by moving one’s legs slightly as if 
walking. ■ it's water under the bridge it's 
something unpleasant that happened in the 
past but is not important any more □ We 
used to argue a lot, but that's all water under the 
bridge now. -2. an area of water such as a 
lake, sea etc □ The water was freezing. 
-3. phrase to pass water to urinate (polite use), 
o vt [plant, lawn] to pour water on <sthg> to 
make it grow □ Have you watered the roses? 
o vi -1. [eyes] to fill with tears because of 
wind, pain, cold etc. -2. [mouth] to produce 
saliva when one sees or smells food □ The 
sight of all that food made my mouth water. 

♦ waters ttpl -1. an area of water near to or 
owned by a particular country □ British/ 
Russian waters. -2. [of the Nile, Pacific, Rhine] 
the water of a particular sea, lake, river etc 
(literary use). 

♦ water down vf sep -1. to water down a liq¬ 
uid [wine, brandy] to add water to a liquid to 
make it less strong or to increase the 
amount. -2. to water sthg down [proposal, ver¬ 

sion, demand] to make sthg less effective or 
forceful (disapproving use). 

water bed n a special mattress for sleeping 
on that is filled with water. 

water bird n a bird that swims or walks in 
water. 

water biscuit « a thin hard cracker, usually 
eaten with cheese. 

waterborne ['wo:t3rb3:rn] odj [disease] that is 
passed on from one person to another by 
water. 

water bottle n a plastic container for water 
carried by cyclists, walkers etc. 

water buffalo « a large animal similar to a 
cow with big curved horns that is kept to 
pull and carry things in some hot countries. 

water cannon n a device that produces a 
very strong stream of water, used by the 
police or army to control crowds. 

water chestnut n the crisp white fruit of a 
Chinese plant that is cut into slices and used 
in Chinese cooking. 

watercolor ['w3:t3rkAbr] n a kind of paint that 
is mixed with water; a picture painted using 
this paint. 

water-cooled f-kurld] odj [engine] that is 
cooled by water. 

watercourse ['w3:t3rko:rs] n the channel that a 
river or canal flows through. 

watercress ['wo:t3rkres] n a plant that grows 
in water whose leaves have a peppery taste 
and are eaten in salads and as soup □ Garnish 
with a bunch of watercress, and serve. 

watered-down [,wo:t3rd-] odj [version, proposal] 

that has been changed so that it is much 
weaker and less effective (disapproving use) □ 
The movie is a watered-down version of the book. 

waterfall ['wo:t3rfo:l] tt a part of a river or 
stream where the water falls from a high 
place to a lower one. 

waterfront l'wo:t3rfrAnt] n the part of a town 
or city that is beside water. 

Watergate I'w3:t3rgeit] n a political scandal in 
1972 involving US President Richard Nixon. 
Members of his party were caught breaking 
into the Democratic Party’s headquarters in 
the Watergate building. Other illegal activ¬ 
ities were discovered, and President Nixon 
was forced to resign. 

« WATERGATE 
Watergate is the name of the building in 
Washington D.C. where the Democratic 
Party had its headquarters. Since the Water¬ 
gate scandal, the word “gate” has been add¬ 
ed to other words to refer to political scan¬ 
dals, especially when a government has 
tried to hide its involvement: for example 
the word “Irangate” was invented to refer to 
the illegal US arms sales to Iran in the 
1980s. 

water heater n a device, usually electric, that 
heats the supply of water in a house. 
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waterhole ['wo:t3rhoul] n a pool where ani¬ 
mals go to drink in a hot country. 

watering pot us, watering can ['woitsrig-] n 

a container with a handle and a long spout 
from which water is poured onto garden 

plants. 
water jump n an area of water over which 

horses and athletes jump as part of a com¬ 
petition. 

water level n the height of the water in a 
lake, river, container etc □ The water level had 
risen because of all the rain. 

water lily n a plant with large flowers and 
big flat leaves that floats on the surface of 
water. 

waterline ['wo-.tsflain] n shipping the level wa¬ 
ter reaches on the body of a ship or boat □ 
The boat was holed below the waterline. 

waterlogged ['woit3rlDgd] adj -1. [field, football 
field] that contains so much water it cannot 
be used. -2. [ship, boat] that contains so 
much water it cannot float, 

water main « a big underground pipe that 
carries water to buildings or areas of a city, 

watermark ['wo:t3rma:rk] « -1. a special mark 
on good-quality paper that can only be seen 
when the paper is held up to the light. -2. a 
mark that shows the highest or lowest posi¬ 
tions reached by a river, sea etc □ high/low 
watermark. 

watermelon ['woitahnebn] n a large round 
fruit with dark-green skin, juicy pink flesh, 
and big black seeds. 

water pipe n a pipe that carries water around 
a building. 

water pistol « a toy gun that is used for 
shooting water at people, 

water polo « a ball game that is played in a 
swimming pool by two teams, 

waterproof ['wo:t3rpru:f] o adj [material, cover¬ 
ing, watch] that does not let water get in or 
pass through it. o « a waterproof coat or 
jacket, o vt [jacket, roof, tent] to make <sthg> 
waterproof. 

water rates npl GB the money paid by the 
owner of a building for the use of water 
from the public system, 

water-resistant adj [watch, coat] that is almost 
but not completely waterproof, 

watershed ['wo:t3rJed] n a point in one’s life 
or a situation when great changes take place 
□ That chance meeting marked a watershed in 
her career. 

waterside l'wo:t3rsaid] o adj a waterside cafe/ 
restaurant etc a cafe/restaurant etc that is 
beside water, o « the waterside the side of a 
lake, river, sea etc. 

water skiing n the sport of moving fast over 
the surface of water on skis, holding on to a 
rope attached to a speedboat, 

water softener « a device or substance that 
is used to make water less hard by remov¬ 
ing unwanted minerals, 

water-soluble adj [tablet, ink] that dissolves in 
water □ water-soluble vitamin C tablets. 

watersports ['w3:t3rspo:rts] npl sports that are 
played in or on water. 

waterspout [’wo:tarspaut] tt a tall spinning col¬ 
umn of water that rises from a sea, lake etc 
when there are extremely strong winds. 

water supply n the water that is brought to 
buildings or areas through pipes connected 
to a public water system. 

water table « the level below which water is 
found in the ground. 

watertight ['waitatait] adj -1. (seal, covering, 

compartment] that does not allow water to 
get in, so that what it covers or contains 
does not become wet. -2. [contract, plan, argu¬ 

ment] that is prepared with great care so 
that it does not contain any mistakes or 
parts that are unclear □ Both men have water¬ 
tight alibis. 

water tower n a large metal or concrete wa¬ 
ter container put high above the ground to 
provide enough pressure to move the water 
to the places where it is needed. 

waterway ['wo:t3rwei] n a river, canal, or nar¬ 
row area of sea on which ships and boats 
can travel. 

waterworks ['wa:t3rw3:rks] (yl waterworks) « a 
building where water is stored, cleaned, and 
put into the public water system. 

watery ['woitari] adj -1. [soup, beer, stew] that 
contains too much water, so that it does not 
taste or look good. -2. [sunlight, color] that is 
pale and weak. 

Watson ['wmsn], Dr the assistant of Sherlock 
Holmes in Arthur Conan Doyle’s detective 
stories. 

watt [wot] n a unit used to measure electrical 
power. 

Watt [wot], James (1736-1819) a British en¬ 
gineer and inventor who played an impor¬ 
tant part in the development of the steam 
engine. 

wattage ['\vDt1d3] n electrical power measured 
in watts. 

Waugh [wo:], Evelyn (1903-1966) a British 
writer whose best-known work is Brideshead 
Revisited. 

wave [weiv] o « -l. [of the hand] the action of 
moving one’s arm or hand quickly from side 
to side when saying hello or goodbye or at¬ 
tracting attention □ She gave me a cheery 
wave. -2. [of water] a movement of water 
across the surface of the sea, a river etc 
caused by the wind, tide, or a moving ship 
or boat □ An enormous wave knocked her off 
her feet. -3. [of anger, nausea] a sudden strong 
feeling that spreads through one. -4. [of tour¬ 

ists, visitors, immigrants] a sudden increase in 
the number of people arriving at the same 
time □ He felt a wave of panic. □ Camps are be¬ 
ing set up to deal with the wave of refugees. 
-5. a wave of atfacks/bombings etc a sudden 
increase in attacks/bombings etc during a 
short period of time □ the recent wave of kill¬ 
ings. -6. physics the form in which sound or 
light travels □ light waves. -7. [in one's hair] a 
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section of hair that is not straight but is 
slightly curved. 

o vt -1. [hand, arm, flag] to move <sthg> 
quickly from side to side □ She was waving a 
fifty-dollar bill. -2. [person, car] to tell <sb/sthg> 
to move by waving one’s hand □ They waved 
us through the checkpoint. -3. [hair] to make a 
wave in <hair>. 

o vi -1. to move one’s hand or arm quickly 
from side to side when saying hello or 
goodbye or attracting attention □ Who was 
that woman you were waving to? □ I've been 
waving at the waiter for ages but he keeps ignor¬ 
ing me. -2. [flag, tree] to move gently in the 
air □ Flags were waving above all public build¬ 
ings. 

♦ wave aside vt sep to wave sthg aside [objec¬ 

tion, criticism] to ignore sthg because one 
feels it is not important. 

♦ wave down vt sep to wave sb down to indi¬ 
cate to sb by waving that one wants them 
to stop □ They waved the police car down. 

wave band « a group of sound waves of 
similar lengths, e.g. long wave and medium 
wave, used to broadcast radio programs. 

wavelength ['weivlegG] « the size of a particu¬ 
lar radio wave used by a radio station to 
broadcast its programs. ■ to be on the same 
wavelength as sb to have similar beliefs and 
ideas to sb. 

waver ['weiv3r] vi -1. [person, resolution, confi¬ 

dence] to be uncertain or unsteady □ Their 
loyalty to the cause never wavered. -2. [tempera¬ 

ture, level] to go up and down slightly. 

wavy ['weivi] (compar wavier, superl waviest) 
adj -1. wavy hair hair that has waves in it. 
-2. a wavy line a line that has regular curves 
in it. 

wax [waeks] On-1. a solid substance made of 
fats or oils that melts when heated and is 
used to make candles, crayons, polish etc □ 
a wax candle/crayon. -2. = earwax. 
o vf -1. [floor, furniture, ski] to put a thin layer 
of wax on <sthg> in order to polish it or to 
make it slide more smoothly and quickly. 
-2. [legs, underarms] to remove hair from <a 
part of the body> by applying and then re¬ 
moving soft wax. 
o W -1. to wax eloquent/lyrical to talk in an 
eloquent/lyrical way about something (liter¬ 
ary use). ■ to wax and wane [fortunes, popular¬ 

ity, influence] to increase in size or power and 
then decrease. -2. [moon] to appear to be¬ 
come larger as it changes from a new moon 
into a full moon. 

waxen ['waeksn] adj [face, complexion] that 
looks pale and unhealthy. 

wax paper n US paper covered with a thin 
layer of wax so that water cannot pass 
through it, usually used for wrapping food. 

waxworks ['w£eksw3:rks] {pi waxworks) n a 
museum where wax models of famous peo¬ 
ple can be seen. 

way [wei] o « -1. a way to do sthg or of doing 
sthg something that one can do in order to 
succeed in doing sthg □ Is there no other way 
of contacting her? □ He's tried lots of ways of giv¬ 

ing up smoking. □ That's not the way to win 
friends, m to get or have one's way to get OR 
have what one wants □ If I had my way he'd 
be out of here tomorrow! o That child is too used 
to getting her own way. ■ to have everything 
one's own way to be able to arrange things 
to suit oneself, and not have to consider the 
opinions of others □ The arrival of foreign com¬ 
petition can only be a good thing: the industry has 
had everything its own way for too long. ■ ways 
and means methods of doing or getting 
something, especially when these are clever 
or secret □ There are ways and means of finding 
out the information. -2. a manner of doing 
something; the manner in which something 
is done □ Clive speaks in a very strange way. □ / 
love the way they've decorated their apartment. □ 
He got up and went to work in the normal way. □ 
Have you seen the way he looks at her? ■ this/ 
that way as a result of doing this/that □ Take 
a taxi, that way you'll get there in plenty of time. 
■ in a big/small way a phrase used to show 
that something happens on a large/small 
scale □ He was only involved in the company in a 
small way. □ They started spending money in a 
big way. ■ to have a way with sb/sthg [with 

children, animals] to be good at dealing with 
sb/sthg n She writes wonderful letters, but then 
she's always had a way with words. ■ to have a 
way of doing sthg to have a habit of doing 
sthg □ Ken has a way of disappearing when it's 
time to pay the bill. -3. some/most of the way 
for some/most of the trip one is making □ It 
rained all the way to the coast. -4. the way to a 
place a road, path etc leading to a particular 
place □ Can you tell me the way to the bank? □ 
We went the long way home. ■ to find/lose 
one's way to find/lose the direction one is 
supposed to be traveling in □ They lost their 
way in the fog. ■ to be out of one's way [road, 

place] not to be on the route one is taking □ 
He drove us home although it was out of his way. 
m on the or one's way as one is going to a 
place □ We stopped for a hamburger on the or 

our way home. □ He stopped to chat to a col¬ 
league on his way out of the building, m to go 
out of one's way to do sthg [to help, cause 

problems, be friendly] to make a special effort 
to do sthg, especially in spite of difficulties □ 
They went out of their way to make us feel wel¬ 
come. ■ to keep out of sb's way to avoid sb a 
You'd better keep out of Mike's way, he's in a 
foul mood. ■ keep out of the way! a phrase 
used to warn somebody to move away from 
a dangerous object or situation □ Keep out of 
the way — this dish is red-hot! ■ to make one's 
way to a place to go to a place, especially 
slowly or with some difficulty □ / was finally 
able to make my way to the bar. □ I'll make my 
own way home. -5. sb's way sb’s ability to 
move freely in the direction they want □ 
When I arrived at the entrance I found my way 
barred by an armed guard. ■ to be in the way to 
be in a position that prevents one from see¬ 
ing, doing, or reaching something □ Excuse 
me, you're in the way. □ You couldn't see the 
sunset because there were buildings in the way. 
• to be out of the way [job, task, business] to 
be finished; [object, person] to be in a posi- 
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tion that does not prevent one from doing 
something □ once the exams are out of the way 
□ Get out of the way, I can't see! □ He planned 
to marry her once his wife was out of the way. ■ 
to make way for sb/sthg to move in order to 
provide space for sb/sthg □ The building was 
demolished to make way for a parking lot. ■ to 
stand in sb's way to prevent sb from doing 
something that they have decided to do □ 
He never let his family life stand in the way of his 
career. ■ to work one's way to the top to 
reach a high position after long effort □ It 
took her years to work her way to the top of her 
profession. -6. to go/look a particular way to 
go/look in a particular direction □ Step this 
way, please, o Look both ways before crossing 
the road. □ There’s a storm heading our way. ■ 
the way in/out GB the entrance/exit. -7. a 
short/long way a short/long distance in 
space or time □ You didn't walk all the way, did 
you? □ Her parents supported her all the way 
through college. □ We got a ride most of the way 
home. □ It’s a long way to the nearest city, o 
Christmas is still a long way off. ■ to go a long 
way toward doing sthg to help a lot in 
achieving sthg □ That money would go a long 
way toward updating our computer system. 
-8. phrases across or over the way [be situated, 

live, park] on the other side of a road, open 
space etc □ There's a bank just across the way. 
■ to give way [floor, door] to collapse under 
pressure, strain or weight; [person, organiza¬ 

tion] to agree to what somebody else wants 
after resisting for some time; GB auto to 
slow down or stop at an intersection to let 
other vehicles pass in front of one □ The 
bridge gave way underneath them. □ The city 
council was forced to give way in the face of pub¬ 
lic pressure. □ ‘Give Way.' ■ no way! a phrase 
used to reject a statement or request □ No 
way are you borrowing my car! □ "You didn't in¬ 
vite him, did you?" — "No way!" ■ the right/ 
wrong way around/up in the right/wrong po¬ 
sition or facing the right/wrong direction □ 
You've got your sweater on the wrong way 
around. □ It would help if you held the map the 
right way up. ■ to get/be under way [ship, 

plane, person] to start/have started a trip; 
[meeting, trial, work] to start/have started hap¬ 
pening □ We hope to be under way in about ten 
minutes. □ Production of the new model is now 
well under way. 

o adv [better, above, below] used for emphasis 
(informal use) □ The coat was way too big for 
me. 

♦ ways npl sb's ways sb’s customs or habits □ 
My father is too set in his ways to change now. 

♦ by the way adv a phrase used to introduce 
a new topic of conversation □ By the way, I 
saw Tim last night. 

♦ by way of prep -1. by way of a place going 
through a particular place on the way □ We 
flew to Damascus by way of Beirut. -2. by way 
of sthg [of an apology, greeting, excuse] as a 
kind of sthg (formal use) □ She sent me a long 
detailed fax by way of explanation. 

♦ in a way, in one way, in some ways adv 
a phrase used to say that something is part¬ 

ly true a In a way I'll be glad when they all leave 

home. 
♦ in no way adv not at all (used for empha¬ 

sis) □ The visit could in no way be described as a 

success. 
♦ in the way of prep a phrase used when 

talking about a particular useful or necessary 
feature □ She hasn't got much in the way of ex¬ 
perience. □ How much will you need in the way 
of spending money? 

waylay [,wei'lei] (pt & pp waylaid [-'leid]) vt to 
wait for <sb> and stop them as they pass, 
either in order to ask them something or to 
attack them □ Sorry I'm late. I got waylaid. 

Wayne [wein], John (1907-1979) a US actor 
who appeared in many westerns, including 
Stagecoach and Rio Bravo. 

way of life « sb's way of life the way sb lives 
□ Having a baby will completely change your way 
of life. 

way-out odj [person, hairstyle, idea] that seems 
very strange and daring, usually because it is 
new (informal use). 

Ways and Means Committee n the Ways 
and Means Committee a group within the US 
House of Representatives that supervises all 
financial legislation. 

wayside [’weisaid] n the side of a road. ■ to 
fall by the wayside [idea, plan] to be forgotten 
or abandoned; [person] not to have enough 
energy or determination to finish something 
that one has started □ Almost a quarter of the 
students fell by the wayside during the first se¬ 
mester. 

wayward ['weiw3rd] adj [person] who does 
what they want and is hard to control. 

WC (abbr of water closet) n a toilet. 

WCC (abbr of World Council of Churches) « the 
WCC an international organization of Chris¬ 
tian churches that aims to encourage co¬ 
operation between its members. 

we [wi:] prott -1. used to refer to a group of 
people that includes oneself, and sometimes 
includes the person one is speaking to □ We 
all want to thank you for your help. □ We both 
work in the same office. □ We could meet 
again next week. ■ we Americans/lawyers all 
Americans/lawyers, including me □ As we 
say in Australia... ■ we at Luxury Kitchens the 
company of Luxury Kitchens, including me. 
-2. used to show a difference between a 
group of people that includes oneself and 
another group of people □ We succeeded, but 
they didn't. □ What can WE do about it? □ We told 
you it wouldn't work. -3. used by a king, 
queen, pope etc to refer to themselves as an 
individual person □ We are not amused. 

WEA (abbr of Workers' Educational Association) 
n the WEA an organization that runs adult 
education programs. 

weak [wi:k] adj -1. [person, animal] that has'lit¬ 
tle physical strength or energy; [structure, de¬ 

fense] that is not strong and will probably 
not last long □ The illness left him feeling very 
weak. -2. [person] who is not brave or confi¬ 
dent □ a weak personality. -3. [government, 



1197 
wear 

leader, president] that has not much control; 
(currency] that is low in value □ a weak pound. 
-4. [plot, argument, excuse] that does not 
make people believe that it is true or right. 
-5. [light] that is not bright or clear; (cry, sig¬ 

nal] that is not loud or clear. -6. [tea, coffee, 

gin and tonic] that does not have a strong 
taste, because a lot of water or other liquid 
has been added to it. -7. to be weak on sthg 
[on a subject] not to know very much about 
sthg; [of facts, details] not to contain much of 
sthg that is needed to support an argument 
□ I've always been a little weak on geography. □ 
The article was a little weak on that point. 

weaken ['wkkan] o vt -1. [group, force, position] 

to make <sthg> less powerful; [dollar, mark] 

to make <a currency> decrease in value □ 
The scandal has weakened his credibility consider¬ 
ably. -2. [determination, influence, person] to 
make <sb/sthg> less strong □ Nothing could 
weaken her ambition. -3. [person] to make 
<sb> physically weak. -4. [foundations, wall, 

roof] to make <sthg> less solid so that it 
may fall down. 
o vi -1. [person] to become less certain about 
a decision or belief □ He showed no signs of 
weakening. -2. [person] to become physically 
weaker □ She's weakening fast. -3. [authority, 

influence] to become less powerful. -4. 
[foundations, wall, roof] to become less solid 
□ The bridge has weakened with age. -5. 
[currency] to decrease in value □ The lira has 
weakened against the dollar. 

weak-kneed [-’ni:d] adj [person] who does not 
do what they should do because they are 
not brave or determined enough (informal 
and disapproving use). 

weakling ['wiiklirj] n a person who is physi¬ 
cally weak; a person who has a weak per¬ 
sonality (disapproving use). 

weakly ['wnkli] adv [smile, lead, shine] see weak. 

weak-minded [-'maindad] adj [person] who 
cannot think clearly or make quick deci¬ 
sions. 

weakness fwfiknas] « -1. [of a person, leader, 

structure] see weak □ He gave in in a moment of 
weakness. -2. [in somebody's character] a small 
fault in somebody’s character □ What would 
you consider to be your strengths and weak¬ 
nesses? ■ to have a weakness for sthg [for 

chocolate, cake, junk food] to like sthg a lot, 
especially sthg that is not good for one. 
-3. [in a structure, plan] a weak part of some¬ 
thing □ This is a major weakness in his argu¬ 
ment. 

weal [wi:l] n a long, raised, red mark on the 
skin. 

wealth [wel0] « -1. a lot of money and valu¬ 
able possessions that belong to a person □ a 
woman of considerable wealth. -2. a wealth of 
sthg [of ideas, experience, information] a large 
amount of sthg □ Mr Moran brings with him a 
wealth of experience in the retail trade. 

wealthy [‘welGi] (comparwealthier, superlwealth¬ 
iest) adj [person, country, family] that has a lot 
of money and valuable possessions □ Her 
family is extremely wealthy. 

wean [wi:n] vt -1. to stop feeding <a baby or 
young animal> milk produced by its mother 
and to start feeding them more solid food. 
-2. to wean sb off sthg [off cigarettes, alcohol, 

drugs] to gradually make sb less dependent 
on sthg. 

weapon ['wepan] n an object, e.g. a knife, 
gun, or bomb, that is used in a fight or a 
war, to harm or kill people □ a nuclear/ 
chemical weapon. 

weaponry ['wepanri] n a collective term for 
weapons. 

wear [wear] (jn wore, pp worn) o vt -1. [jew¬ 

elry, clothes, make-up] to have <sthg> on 
one’s body □ She never wears a bra. □ What 
perfume are you wearing? -2. [hair] to arrange 
•cone’s hair> in a particular way □ She used 
to wear her hair loose/in a bun. -3. [fabric, sur¬ 

face] to gradually damage <sthg> by using it 
a lot so that it becomes thinner and weaker 
□ Prolonged use had worn the tires, 
o vi -1. [clothes, shoes, carpet] to become 
damaged by use over a period of time. -2. to 
wear badly [shoes, material, clothes] to be easi¬ 
ly damaged by use. ■ to wear well [shoes, 

material] to stay in good condition despite 
being old or used a lot □ My mother's wearing 
well for sixty. -3. phrase to wear thin [excuse, 

joke] to have been heard so often that it 
does not have much effect any more. 
On-1. day/leisure wear clothes for wearing 
during the day/one’s leisure time □ casual/ 
evening wear. -2. [to clothes, machinery] dam¬ 
age to clothes, shoes, part of a machine etc 
caused by use over a period of time □ Those 
pants are beginning to show signs of wear. ■ 
wear and tear damage caused by normal use 
over a period of time. -3. the act or state of 
being used, especially as clothing □ My black 
coat hasn't had much wear, m to be the worse 
for wear [shoes, carpet, curtains] to be badly 
damaged because they have been used a lot 
over a period of time; [person] to be in a bad 
physical or mental state, usually as a result 
of drinking too much. 

♦ wear away o vt sep to wear sthg away 
[rock, wood] to make sthg become thinner or 
smaller, usually over a long period of time. 
o vi: The edges of the stone steps had all worn 
away. 

♦ wear down o vt sep -1. to wear sthg down 
[pencil point, heel of a shoe] to make sthg be¬ 
come smaller gradually by using it a lot. 
-2. to wear sb/sthg down [enemy, resistance] 

to gradually make sb/sthg weak □ Hard 
work/lllness has worn him down, o vi: The prob¬ 
lem with this type of heel is that it wears down 
quickly. 

♦ wear off vi [pain, feeling] to disappear gradu¬ 
ally □ The effects of the injection should wear off 
in a few hours. 

♦ wear on vi [time, evening, discussion] to pass 
slowly a Everyone got more friendly as the party 
wore on. 

♦ wear out o vt sep -1. to wear sthg out 
[shoes, carpet, clothes] to damage sthg so 
much by using it over a long period of time 
that it cannot be used any more; [patience. 
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strength] to finish sthg completely. -2. to 
wear sb out to make sb very tired □ Her per¬ 
sistent questioning wears me out. o vi [shoes, 

carpet, clothes] Cheap shoes usually wear out 
more quickly than expensive ones. 

wearable ['wearabl] adj (clothing, shoes] that is 
suitable or comfortable to wear, 

wearily ['wisrali] adv [move, smile, say] see wea¬ 
ry □ She sighed wearily. 

weariness ['wiarinas] n: see weary □ A feeling of 
utter weariness overcame me. 

wearing ['wearir)] adj [activity, job, journey] that 
makes one feel mentally very tired □ It's ex¬ 
tremely wearing having to travel two hours to 
work every day. 

weary ['wiori] (compar wearier, superl weariest) 
adj -1. [person] who is very tired; [smile, sigh] 

that shows one is very tired. -2. to be weary 
of sthg to have had enough of sthg □ We 
soon became weary of city life. 

weasel ['wi:zl] n a small wild animal that has 
a long, thin, furry body and short legs, is 
very fierce, and hunts small animals, 

weather ['wedar] o « conditions in the atmos¬ 
phere such as sun, rain, snow, or wind, that 
exist at a particular time or in a particular 
place □ good/bad weather □ What was the 
weather like in Scotland? □ We had fantastic 
weather last weekend. ■ to be under the weath¬ 
er to be slightly ill □ I'm feeling a little under 
the weather today. 
o vt [storm, crisis] to go through <sthg diffi- 
cult> without being damaged or suffering 
too much □ Our marriage is strong enough to 
weather a few disagreements now and then, 
o vi [rock, wood] to change in appearance or 
become smaller as a result of the action of 
sun, rain, frost etc. 

weather-beaten [-biitn] adj -1. [face, skin] that 
looks brown and wrinkled because it has 
been affected by a lot of sun and wind. 
-2. [building, stone] that has been damaged or 
changed in appearance by the weather, 

weatherboard ['wedarbo:rd] n GB one of a se¬ 
ries of wooden boards fixed in rows to the 
outside of a building to protect it from the 
weather. 

weathercock ['wedadcnk] n a metal object in 
the shape of a cock placed on top of a 
building that shows which way the wind is 
blowing. 

weathered [‘wedard] adj = weather-beaten, 

weather forecast n a description, usually giv¬ 
en on the television or radio or in a news¬ 
paper, of what the weather will be like over 
a particular period in the future, 

weatherman ['wedabnaen] {pi weathermen 
[-men]) n a person whose job is to give a 
weather forecast, especially on the televi¬ 
sion or radio. 

weather map « a map that shows what the 
weather is like, or will be like, in different 
areas. 

weatherproof ['wedarpru:f] adj [clothing, build¬ 

ing] that can resist extreme weather condi¬ 
tions □ Are you sure this tent is weatherproof? 

weather report n a report on the television 
or radio that says what the weather is like, 

or will be like. 

weather ship n a ship at sea that gives infor¬ 
mation about the weather, 

weatherstrip ['wedarstrip] « US a strip of foam 
or other material fixed to the edge of a door 
or window to stop drafts in a building, 

weather vane [-vein] n a piece of shaped 
wood or metal on top of a building which 
shows the direction of the wind, 

weave [wi:v] {vt sense 1 pt wove, pp woven, vt 
sense 2 & vi pt & pp weaved) o vf -1. [cloth, 

carpet, rug] to make <sthg> by passing 
threads over and under longer threads 
stretched on a machine □ a hand-woven tapes¬ 
try. -2. to weave one's way to make a path 
for oneself by moving around and between 
people, cars etc □ I saw him weaving his way 
toward me through the crowd, o vi to go 
through a crowd, traffic etc by moving 
around and between people, cars etc. o « 
the way in which a piece of cloth is woven 
□ a loose/an open weave. 

weaver [’wi:var] n a person whose job is to 
weave cloth, carpets, baskets etc. 

web [web] n -1. [of a spider] the fine net of 
sticky threads that a spider makes in order 
to catch flies. -2. [of lies, intrigue] a complicat¬ 
ed pattern of things that happen or are 
done. 

♦ Web n = World Wide Web. 

webbed [webd] adj webbed feet feet that have 
skin between the toes. 

webbing ['webii)] n a strong material made in 
strips that is used to make straps, belts etc 
and to support the springs in chairs, 

web-footed [-'futad] adj [bird, animal] that has 
webbed feet. 

Webster [’webstar], Noah (1758-1843) a US 
writer who is famous for his dictionary of 
the American language, 

wed [wed] (pt & pp wed or wedded) (literary 
use) o vt -1. [man, woman] to marry <sb>. 
-2. [priest] to marry <a man and a woman> 
by performing a marriage ceremony, o vi to 
marry. 

we'd [stressed wild, unstressed wid] = we had, 
we would. 

Wed. abbr of Wednesday. 

wedded ['wedad] adj to be wedded to sthg [to 

an idea, system, belief] to believe in sthg so 
strongly that one cannot stop believing in it. 

wedding ['wedirj] n a ceremony in which a 
man and a woman are married □ Have you 
been invited to Kate's wedding? □ a wedding pre¬ 
sent. 

wedding anniversary n the date on which 
somebody got married in a previous year, 

wedding cake n a large decorated cake 
served at the party after a wedding, 

wedding dress n a dress, often long and 
white, worn by a woman at her wedding, 

wedding reception n a formal party that is 
held after a wedding. 
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wedding ring n a ring, usually made of gold, 
that is worn to show that one is married. 

wedge [wed3] o n -1. a piece of solid ma¬ 
terial, thick at one end and thin at the oth¬ 
er, that is used to hold a door, wheel, win¬ 
dow etc firmly in one position, or to split 
pieces of wood. ■ to drive a wedge between 
people/groups etc to act in a way that 
causes problems between people/groups etc 
□ She accused me of trying to drive a wedge be¬ 
tween her and Rob. ■ the thin end of the 
wedge something that is small or unimpor¬ 
tant but that will probably lead to some¬ 
thing much more serious □ These one-day 
strikes are just the thin end of the wedge. -2. a 
piece of cheese, cake, pie etc that is wide at 
one end and narrow at the other. 
o vr -1. [door, window, table leg) to make 
<sthg> stay in a particular position by put¬ 
ting a wedge under it □ The door was wedged 
open with a piece of wood. -2. [body, people] to 
force <sb/sthg> into a very small space □ He 
wedged his foot in the door. □ There were four of 
us wedged into the back of the taxi. 

Wedgwood [’wed3wud], Josiah (1730-1795) a 
British potter, famous for china which has 
raised white figures or pictures on a blue or 
green background. 

wedlock [’wedlDk] n to be born in/out of wed¬ 
lock to have parents who are/are not mar¬ 
ried to each other when one is bom (literary 
use). 

Wednesday ['wenzdei] n the day of the week 
between Tuesday and Thursday; see also Fri¬ 
day. 

weed [wi:d] n any wild plant that grows in a 
garden, field etc where it is not wanted. 

♦ weed out vt sep to weed sb out to remove 
sb who is not wanted from a group □ We're 
trying to weed out the troublemakers in the class. 

weeding [’wi:dig] n the work of removing 
weeds from a garden, field etc. 

weedkiller ['wi:dkd3r] « a chemical used for 
killing weeds. 

weedy [’wirdi] (compar weedier, superl weedi¬ 
est) adj [garden, field, ground] that contains a 
lot of weeds. 

week [wi:k] n -1. the period of seven days 
that begins on a Monday and ends on a 
Sunday □ I'll be abroad for the rest of this week. 
□ What day of the week are you free? □ last/next 
week. -2. any period of seven days □ The 
work took three weeks to complete. □ We'll meet 
again in two weeks' time. * a week from US or 

on GB Saturday, Saturday week GB seven days 
after next Saturday. ■ a week ago Saturday 
US, a week last Saturday seven days before 
last Saturday. -3. the period during the 
week, usually from Monday to Friday, when 
a person is at work □ / work a forty-hour/six- 
day week. □ She's taking a week off work. 
-4. the week all the days in a week except 
for Saturday and Sunday a I go to bed early 
during the week. 

weekday ['wfikdei] n any of the days of the 
week except Saturday and Sunday □ The 

store is open weekdays but closed at the week¬ 
end. 

weekend [,wi:k'end] n the part of the week 
when most people do not work, consisting 
of Saturday and Sunday, and sometimes in¬ 
cluding Friday evening □ What are you doing 
this weekend? □ Have a nice weekendI □ a 
weekend job. ■ on US or at GB the weekend on 
Saturday and Sunday □. We usually work in the 
garden on the weekend. 

weekly [*wi:kli] {pi weeklies) o adj [visit, pay¬ 

ment] that is made, happens, appears etc 
once a week □ a weekly newspaper, o adv 
every week □ We get paid weekly, o « a 
newspaper or magazine that is published 
once a week. 

weeny ['wi:m] adj very small (informal use). 

weep [wi:p] (pt & pp wept) o n to have a 
weep to cry. o vt to cry <tears>. o vi: I al¬ 
most wept with joy/relief when I heard the news. 
o He was weeping softly. 

weeping willow [,wixpirj-] « a tree that often 
grows near rivers and has long thin 
branches that hang down to the ground. 

weepy ['wi:pi] (compar weepier, superl weepi¬ 
est) adj [person] who wants to cry, or who 
cries often. 

weft [weft] n the threads that run from side to 
side in a piece of cloth. 
NOTE: Compare warp. 

weigh [wei] o vt -1. Iperson, package] to find 
out how heavy <sb/sthg> is using a ma¬ 
chine □ He weighs himself every morning. □ 
They'll weigh your suitcase at the airport. -2. 
[facts, words, merits] to consider <sthg> care¬ 
fully. -3. to weigh anchor to raise the anchor 
when a ship is leaving, o vi to have a par¬ 
ticular weight □ How much do you weigh? □ 
Our luggage weighed over eighty kilos. 

♦ weigh down vt sep to be weighed down by 
or with sthg [by a load, with bags] to be carry¬ 
ing sthg heavy that makes it difficult to 
move; [by responsibility, with problems] to feel 
very worried and anxious because of sthg □ 
She always seems to be weighed down with 
small children and shopping. □ / felt weighed 
down by guilt. 

♦ weigh on vt fus to weigh on sb [worry, fear] 

to make sb feel very worried □ Our lack of 
money began to weigh on me. 

♦ weigh out vt sep to weigh sthg out [food, 

goods] to measure a particular amount of 
sthg by weighing it □ Weigh out six ounces of 
flour. 

♦ weigh up vt sep to weigh sthg/sb up [situa¬ 

tion, plan] to consider sthg carefully in order 
to make a decision about it; [person] to con¬ 
sider sb carefully in order to reach an opin¬ 
ion about them □ You have to weigh up the ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages of being self- 
employed. □ / could see he was weighing me up 
as a possible rival. 

♦ weigh upon vt fus = weigh on. 

weighbridge ['weibrid3] n GB a machine that 
weighs vehicles and goods when they are 
driven onto a special plate in the ground. 
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weighing machine ['weiirH n a machine for 
weighing objects or people, 

weight [weit] o « -1. the amount somebody 
or something weighs □ Feel the weight of this 
bag. □ He's always worrying about his weight. ■ 
to put on or gain weight to get heavier and 
fatter □ She's put on a lot of weight recently. ■ 
to lose weight to become lighter and thinner 
□ He was desperately trying to lose weight. ■ to 
take the weight off one's feet to sit down and 
rest (informal use) □ Come in and take the 
weight off your feet. -2. sport a heavy object 
that weighs a fixed amount and that people 
lift for exercise □ He stays in shape by lifting 
weights and jogging. -3. a heavy object □ The 
doctor has told him not to lift heavy weights. 
-4. the weight of sthg [of numbers, public opin¬ 

ion] the strong effect that sthg has □ The 
weight of evidence would seem to be against 
you. ■ to carry weight to be important □ My 
opinion carries little weight with them. ■ to pull 
one's weight to put the same amount of ef¬ 
fort into a job as everybody else □ Certain 
members of the team aren't pulling their weight. 
■ to throw one's weight around to think that 
one is very important and tell other people 
what to do □ He's always throwing his weight 
around in the office. -5. [of responsibility, guilt, 

sadness] an amount of something that 
causes a strong feeling of worry, sadness etc 
□ It's a weight off my mind to know that he's al¬ 
right. 
o vt to weight sthg (down) [paper, message, 

towel] to put a weight on sthg light to stop 
it from blowing away or moving, 

weighted ['weitad] adj to be weighted in favor 
of/against sb/sthg to be more favorable/ 
unfavorable to sb/sthg □ The new tax propo¬ 
sals are weighted in favor of the rich. 

weighting ['weitig] « GB an extra amount of 
money that is paid to employees who have 
to live in expensive areas □ London weighting. 

weightlessness ['weitlasnss] n the state of 
having no weight, experienced by people or 
objects in space □ the feeling of weightless¬ 
ness. 

weightlifter [‘weitlift3r] n a person who lifts 
weights as a sport or for exercise, 

weightlifting ['weitliftirfi n the sport or exer¬ 
cise of lifting weights. 

weight training n physical exercise that in¬ 
volves lifting heavy weights □ He does OR 
goes weight training twice a week. 

weighty ['weiti] (cornea rweightier, superlweight¬ 
iest) adj [problem, argument, decision] that is 
serious and important. 

weir [wisr] n a low dam built across a river to 
change its level or control the flow of water, 

weird [wi3rd] adj [person, idea, experience! that 
is very strange, especially in a frightening 
way □ It was really weird seeing Jack again after 
all this time. 

weirdo ['wi3rdoo] (j>l weirdos) n a weird per¬ 
son (informal use) □ That guy's a real weirdo! 

welcome ['welkam] o adj -1. [guest, person] 

who one is pleased to see □ Visitors are al¬ 

ways welcome. ■ to make sb welcome to treat 
sb in a way that makes them feel wanted 
and happy to be there □ The hotel staff made 
us very welcome. -2. you are/he is etc wel¬ 
come to do sthg a phrase used when one 
gives permission to somebody in a friendly 
way to do something □ You're welcome to use 
any of the facilities. -3. [opportunity, suggestion, 
reminder] that one is pleased or grateful to 
receive □ Any comments would be most wel¬ 
come. -4. you're welcome a phrase used to 
reply to somebody when they thank one □ 
"Thank you." — "You're welcome." 
o n the treatment given to somebody when 
they arrive somewhere □ We got a very warm 
welcome from the manager, 
o vt -1. [visitor, guest, representative] to greet 
<sb>, especially in a friendly way, when 
they arrive somewhere □ Your tour guide will 
be there to welcome you at the airport. -2. 
[suggestion, news, change] to accept <sthg> 
happily □ I'd welcome the opportunity to look 
around. 
o excl a word used to greet someone when 
they arrive somewhere □ Welcome home/ 
back! □ Welcome to Hong Kong! 

welcoming [’welkamiij] adj [person, smile] that 
seems warm and friendly, 

weld [weld] o vt to join <pieces of metal> by 
heating the edges until they are soft, press¬ 
ing them together, and allowing them to 
cool. On a join made by welding, 

welder ['welda1) n a person whose job is to 
join pieces of metal by welding; a machine 
that does this job. 

welfare [’welfeofi o adj [worker, work, services] 

that gives help to people with social and 
financial problems. O n -1. sb's welfare sb’s 
health, safety, and happiness □ We're con¬ 
cerned about their welfare. -2. US money and 
services provided by the government for 
people who are poor □ The number of people 
living on welfare is increasing steadily. 

welfare state n a social system that provides 
money and services for people who are 
poor, ill, unemployed etc. 

well [wel] (compar better, superl best) o adj 
-1. to be/feel well to be/feel in good health □ 
I'm not feeling very well right now. □ / hope 
you're all well. □ "How are you?" — "Very well, 
thanks." □ He's not a well man. ■ to get well to 
become healthy again after an illness □ We 
all hope you'll get well soon. -2. all is well the 
situation is satisfactory □ All's well with us 
here in Calcutta. ■ that's (all) well and good a 
phrase used to say that some people find 
something acceptable, but that better things 
exist □ Frozen vegetables are all well and good, 
but nothing can beat your own produce. ■ just as 
well a phrase used to say that it is fortunate 
that something happened or did not happen 
□ It's just as well we made reservations, because 
otherwise we wouldn't have gotten a room, 

o adv -1. [perform, behave, make] to a high 
standard □ You speak Japanese very well. □ 
They work well together. □ a well-cut jacket □ 
She did well in her exams. ■ to go well [party, 
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operation, interview] to be successful □ Things 
are going well at the moment. □ The exam went 
as well as could be expected. • well done! a 
phrase used to give praise and encourage¬ 
ment to somebody who has done some¬ 
thing good □ You got into law school? Well 
done! -2. [read, clean, study] carefully and 
completely; [know, understand] to a great de¬ 
gree □ She had memorized her speech well. □ / 
don't really know them very well. □ as you well 
know, m well and truly [beaten, finished, empty] 

completely. ■ to be well in with sb to have a 
good relationship with sb, so that it gives 
one an advantage (informal use) □ Suzie's well 
in with the boss, isn't she? m you're well out of 
it a phrase used to say that it is good that 
somebody is not involved in something any 
more (informal use). -3. a word used to em¬ 
phasize something □ As you are no doubt well 
aware... □ Stand well back please! □ The trip was 
well worth the effort, m well over/under... much 
more/less than... □ a crowd of well over 6,000 
□ Attendance was well under last year's. -4. it 
may/might/could well happen it may/might/ 
could easily happen □ There might well be 
problems over copyright. 

On-1. a deep hole in the ground that peo¬ 
ple can get water from □ The village was aban¬ 
doned when the wells dried up. -2. = oil well, 

o excl -1. a word used when one is not sure 
what to say, or when one wants to avoid 
seeming rude □ Well, we could always try a 
new approach. □ "Do you like my hat?" — "Well, 
it's certainly colorful." -2. a word used when 
one wants to correct something one has just 
said □ / was only gone for five minutes. Well, 
maybe ten. -3. oh well! an expression used to 
show that one accepts a situation, even 
though one does not like it very much □ Oh 
well, it probably won't make much difference. 
-4. well (well)! an expression used to show 
that one is surprised □ Well, well, look who's 
just arrivedI 

♦ as well adv -1. in addition (a phrase used 
when one wants to add extra information to 
something one has just said, or to include 
something in what was said before) □ He's 
good-looking, and intelligent as well. □ I'd like to 
go as well. -2. I/you etc may as well (do some¬ 
thing), I/you etc might as well (do something) 
a phrase used to talk about something one 
thinks somebody should do in a particular 
situation, even though they do not want to 
□ / might as well tell you the truth. 

♦ as well as conj a phrase used to show that 
something is not the only thing □ /As well as 
a son, she also has a daughter. □ /is well as 
working in sales, I have also been involved in dis¬ 
tribution. 

♦ well up vi [tears] to form in one’s eyes □ 
Tears began to well up in her eyes. 

we'll [stressed will, unstressed wil] = we shall, 
we will. 

well-adjusted adj (person] who is normal and 
happy. 

well-advised [-ad'vaizd] adj you/he etc would 
be well-advised to do sthg you/he etc should 

do sthg in order to be sensible □ You'd be 
well-advised to take out some travel insurance. 

well-appointed [-a'pamtad] adj [kitchen, apart¬ 

ment, office] that contains furniture or equip¬ 
ment of good quality. 

well-balanced adj -1. [person, mind, attitude] 

that is sensible. -2. [diet, meal] that contains 
all the different kinds of food needed for 
good health. 

well-behaved [-bi'heivd] adj [child, dog] that 
behaves well. 

wellbeing ['welbing] n the state of being 
healthy, safe, and happy □ It's not his physical 
wellbeing that I'm worried about. 

well-bred [-'bred] adj who comes from a good 
family or has very good manners. 

well-built adj [man] who is tall, strong, and 
muscular. 

well-chosen adj [remark, word] that is chosen 
with care to produce a particular effect, 

well-disposed adj to be well-disposed to(ward) 
sb/sthg [to a person, plan, suggestion] to feel 
favorable toward sb/sthg. 

well-done adj [meat] that is completely 
cooked. 

well-dressed [-'drest] adj [person] who wears 
attractive clothes of good quality. 

well-earned f-'3irnd] adj [vacation, rest, reward] 

that one deserves □ What you need is a well- 
earned rest! 

well-established adj [organization, link, compa¬ 

ny] that has existed for a long time and has 
been successful, effective etc. 

well-fed adj [person, animal] that has enough, 
or more than enough, to eat. 

well-groomed [-'gru:md] adj [person, hair] neat 
in appearance. 

well-heeled [-’hi:ld] adj [person] who has a lot 
of money (informal use). 

well-informed adj to be well-informed to 
know a lot about something □ She's very 
well-informed about this subject. 

Wellington [’welirjtsn] n a Wellington (boot) a 
long plastic or rubber boot that reaches to 
below the knee and keeps out water □ a pair 
of Wellington boots. 

Wellington the capital of New Zealand and a 
major port, on North Island, population: 
343,000. 

Wellington fwelirjtan]: the Duke of Wellington 
(1769-1852) a British military and political 
leader who helped to defeat Napoleon at 
Waterloo in 1815, and was prime minister 
from 1828 to 1830. 

well-intentioned [-in'tenfnd] adj [offer, sugges¬ 

tion] = well-meaning. 

well-kept adj -1. [building, garden] that is tidy 
and in good condition. -2. [secret] that is not 
told to other people. 

well-known adj [person, place, story] that a lot 
of people know □ It's a well-known fact that 
smoking causes cancer. 

well-mannered adj [person] who has good 
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manners and knows how to behave correct¬ 

ly in social situations. 
well-meaning adj [suggestion, remark] that is 

intended to be helpful but often produces 
unfortunate results □ She's very well-meaning. 

well-nigh adv almost □ It's well-nigh impossible. 

well-off adj -1. [person, family, areal that is 
richer than most people. -2. to be well-off for 
sthg to have plenty of sthg enjoyable or 
necessary □ We're quite well-off for restaurants 
in this area. ■ not to know when one is well-off 
not to realize that one is fortunate (informal 
use) □ Some people just don't know when they're 

well-off! 
well-paid adj [person, job] that is paid a lot of 

money □ The work is very well-paid. 

well-preserved adj [person] who looks young¬ 
er than they are, even though they are get¬ 

ting old. 
well-proportioned [-pra'po:rJnd] adj [building, 

figure, sculpture] whose parts are the correct 
size in relation to one another, 

well-read [-'red] adj [person] who has read a 
lot and learned about many different sub¬ 
jects as a result. 

well-rounded [-'raondsd] adj [education] that is 
complete and covers many different sub¬ 
jects; [person] who has received such an edu¬ 
cation or has experienced many different 

things. 
Wells [welz], H. G. (1866-1946) a British writ¬ 

er of science fiction whose best-known 
works include The Time Machine and The 
War of the Worlds. 

well-spoken adj [person] who speaks correcdy 
and politely □ a quiet, well-spoken young man. 

well-thought-of adj [person, institution] that 
has a good reputation because of the quality 
of their work. 

well-thought-out adj [plan, design, essay] that 
has been produced with careful thought so 
that it works well □ The course was not really 
well-thought-out and suffered as a result. 

well-timed adj [action, remark, intervention] that 
is made at the right time, 

well-to-do adj [person, family] that is fairly rich 
and has a high social position □ a well-to-do 
area of town. 

well-wisher [-wifsl n a person who admires 
and supports somebody and wishes them 
success. 

well-woman clinic n gb a health center 
where women can get contraception, medi¬ 
cal examinations, advice etc. 

welly ['well] (pi wellies) « = Wellington (infor¬ 
mal use). 

Welsh [welf] o n a language spoken in Wales, 
o npl the Welsh people who live in Wales, 
o adj: see Wales □ a Welsh accent. 

Welsh rarebit [-'reaTut] n a dish consisting of 
toasted bread covered in melted cheese, 

welter ['weltgr] n a welter of ideas/words etc a 
large confused amount of ideas/words etc. 

welterweight ['weltarweit] n a boxer who is 
between a heavyweight and a lightweight. 

wend [wend] vt to wend one s way to go 
somewhere slowly (literary use), 

wendy house [’wendi-] n GB a toy house large 
enough for a child to play in. 

went [went] past tense of go. 

wept [wept] past tense <S2 past participle of 

weep. 

were [stressed w3:r, unstressed war] past tense of 

be. 
we're [stressed wi:ar, unstressed wiar] = we are. 

weren't [w3:rnt] = were not. 

werewolf ['we3rwolf] (pi werewolves [-wulvz]) n 
in stories, horror movies etc, a person who 
sometimes changes into a wolf. 

Wesley ['wesb], John (1703-1791) a British 
religious reformer who established the Meth¬ 

odist Church. 

west [west] o « -1. the direction in which the 
sun sets □ The wind is coming from the west. 
-2. the west the western part of a country or 
region □ the west of Ireland, o adj -1. the west 
side/coast etc the side/coast etc in or facing 
the west. -2. a west wind a wind that comes 
from the west, o adv [face, travel] toward the 
west □ Chicago is west of Detroit. 

♦ West n the West the countries of western, 
northern, and southern Europe and North 
America; in the USA, a region between the 
West Coast and the Rocky Mountains. 

West Bank: the West Bank the area to the 
west of the Jordan River, between Israel and 
Jordan, that was occupied by Israel from 
1967. In 1993, it was declared a self- 
governing Palestinian region, 

westbound ['westbaund] adj [road, traffic, train] 

that is going west. 

West Coast: the West Coast the Pacific coast 
of the USA. 
NOTE: When Americans refer to the West 
Coast, they usually mean California. 

West Country: the West Country the south¬ 
west of England. 

West End: the West End the western part of 
central London where many large stores and 
theaters are found. 

« WEST END 
The West End of London includes some of 
the city’s most famous streets and land¬ 
marks, such as Oxford Street, Piccadilly, and 
Leicester Square. It also contains most of 
London’s main theaters, which usually fea¬ 
ture big stars in well-known plays. 

westerly ['westali] adj -1. [direction, point] that 
is in or toward the west. -2. a westerly wind 
a wind that comes from the west. 

western ['westarn] o adj -1. [part of a country, 

continent] that is in the west □ the western 
seaboard. -2. [attitude, culture, technology] that 
is connected with countries in the West, o n 
a movie or novel about life in the western 
United States in the 19th century, especially 
one involving cowboys and Indians. 

Western Australia the largest state in Aus- 
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tralia, situated on the Indian Ocean, size: 
2,530,000 sq kms. population: 1,586,393. 
capital: Perth. 

Westerner ['west3rnar] n -1. a person who 
comes from one of the countries in the 
West. -2. a person who lives in the west of 
a particular country. 

Western Isles: the Western Isles an adminis¬ 
trative region of Scotland, consisting of the 
Outer Hebrides, size: 2,900 sq kms. popula¬ 
tion: 31,834. ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER: StOrtlO- 
way. 

westernize, -ise ['west3rnaiz] vt [culture, soci¬ 

ety] to bring the ideas, behavior etc of the 
countries in the West to cother countries>. 

Western Sahara a region in northwestern 
Africa, on the Adantic coast between Mo¬ 
rocco and Mauritania. SIZE: 266,000 sq kms. 
population: 200,000. main city: Al-Ayoun. 
language: Arabic, currency: Moroccan dir¬ 
ham. 

Western Samoa a country in Polynesia, in 
the southern Pacific Ocean, consisting of 
nine islands, size: 2,841 sq kms. population: 
163,000 (Western Samoans), capital: Apia. 
language: Samoan, English, currency: tala. 

Western Standard Time n a time zone that 
includes the whole of Western Australia. 

West Germany the western part of Germany 
that was a federal republic from 1949 until 
the reunification of Germany in 1990. 

West Indian n & adj\ see West Indies. 

West Indies [-'indiz]: the West Indies the is¬ 
lands in the Caribbean Sea, between Florida 
and Venezuela, including Cuba, the Baha¬ 
mas, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Dominica, and 
Trinidad. 

Westminster ['westminst3r] o the area of cen¬ 
tral London where Buckingham Palace and 
Parliament are situated, o n a term used for 
the British Parliament. 

West Point n the US army training school for 
officers, north of New York City. 

West Virginia a mountainous state in the 
eastern USA. abbreviation: WV. size: 62,341 
sq kms. population: 1,793,477 (West Virgin¬ 
ians). capital: Charleston, 

westward ['westw3rd] o adj [direction, trip] that 
is toward the west, o adv [travel, fly, drive] to¬ 
ward the west □ The back of the house faces 
westward. 

westwards ['westw3rdz] adv = westward. 

wet [wet] (compar wetter, superl wettest, pt & 
pp wet or wetted, cont wetting) o adj -1. 
[hair, ground, road] that is covered with or 
full of water or another liquid o You should 
change out of those wet clothes. □ His face was 
wet with tears. -2. [weather, climate] rainy □ It's 
going to be very wet all weekend. -3. [ink, con¬ 

crete] that has not yet dried. ■ 'Wet paint' a 
phrase used on notices to warn people not 
to touch something that has just been paint¬ 
ed. 
o n GB politics a moderate Conservative 
politician. 
o vt -1. [hair, sponge, towel] to make <sthg> 

wet. -2. to make cone’s clothes or bed> wet 
by urinating accidentally a He wet himself. 

wet blanket n a person who will not join in 
an activity or who stops other people from 
enjoying themselves (disapproving use), 

wet-look adj wet-look leather/hair-gel etc leath¬ 
er/hair-gel etc that is shiny and looks as if 
it is wet. 

wet nurse n in the past, a woman who was 
paid to breast-feed somebody else's baby. 

wet rot n a state of decay in wood caused by 
a fungus. 

wet suit n a rubber suit worn by divers, surf¬ 
ers etc to keep them warm in cold water. 

WEU (abbr of Western European Union) n the 
WEU an organization of western European 
nations that aims to coordinate defense poli¬ 
cies. 

we've [stressed wi:v, unstressed wiv] = we have, 

whack [waek] (informal use) o n -1. a hard 
blow □ a whack on the head. -2. a share of 
money, profit, work etc □ We all expect our 
whack of the profits, o vt [person, child, ball] to 
hit <sb/sthg> hard, especially with a flat ob¬ 
ject □ She whacked him hard over the ear. 

whacky ['waeki] adj = wacky, 

whale [wed] n a huge mammal that looks like 
a fish and lives in the sea. ■ to have a whale 
of a time to enjoy oneself very much (infor¬ 
mal use). 

whaling [’weilirj] n the activity of hunting 
whales for food, oil etc. 

wham [waem] excl a sound used to indicate 
that something is loud or forceful (informal 
use). 

wharf [wo:rf] (pi wharfs or wharves [wo:vrz]) n 
a platform built in a harbor or river where 
ships can be tied up and unloaded, 

what [US wAt, GB wDt] o det -1. used in ques¬ 
tions that ask somebody to choose or iden¬ 
tify something that is part of a large group 
of things □ What color is it? □ What newspaper 
do you read? □ What kind of music do you like? □ 
What size/shape is it? -2. he asked me what 
color it was he asked me to tell him the col¬ 
or of it (used in indirect questions) □ They 
wanted to know what books I needed. -3. used 
in exclamations to express a strong opinion 
□ What a mess! □ What a lovely day! □ What a 
day I've had! □ What dirty water! □ What a sur¬ 
prise! 

o pron -1. used to ask for information about 
something that one does not know □ What is 
in the bag? □ What did you tell him? □ What's 
your name? □ What did they talk about? -2. what 
about another drink? shall we have another 
drink? (used to make suggestions or offers) 
□ What about approaching them directly? ■ what 
if we did it this way? let’s do it this way (a 
polite way of making a suggestion) □ What if 
we postponed the meeting till next week? 
-3. what if I can't/couldn't? what will happen 
if I can’t/couldn't? (used to talk about a pos¬ 
sible situation in the future) □ What if nobody 
comes? □ What if our forecast is wrong? -4. 
what you're doing is fine the thing that 
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you're doing is fine (used as the subject or 
object of a verb) □ / didn't see whdt happened. 
□ Nobody could understand what I was saying, 
o excl used to express surprise or shock □ 
"I'm pregnant." — "What!" □ What, no money? 

whatever [us wAt'evr, gb wDt'evs] o det what¬ 
ever book any book, it is not important 
which one □ / took whatever opportunities I 

could get. 
o adv used in negative sentences to empha¬ 
size what one is saying □ They have no 
chance whatever of succeeding. □ There was 
nothing whatever we could do. 
o pron -1. whatever happens no matter what 
happens (used to say that something is true 
in all possible situations) □ Whatever they of¬ 
fer or may offer, I’ll still say no. □ They go to 
work whatever the weather. □ Do whatever you 
like, I don't mind. -2. used to express surprise 
in questions that ask for information about 
a thing one does not know □ Whatever were 
you thinking? -3. used to refer to a thing that 
is not precise or not known □ The doctor says 
I've got jogger's knee, whatever that is. ■ or 
whatever or anything else □ Just bring a bottle 
of wine or whatever. 

what's-his-name n a word used when one 
has forgotten somebody’s name (informal 

use). 

whatsit [US ’wAtsat, GB 'wDt-[ n a word used 
when one has forgotten the name of a small 
object or device (informal use), 

whatsoever [us .wAtsou'evr, GB .wDtsou'eva] adv 
used in negative sentences to emphasize what 
one is saying □ / have no desire to meet him 
whatsoever. □ nothing whatsoever. 

wheat [wi:t] « the grain from which flour, 
pasta etc is made; the plant that produces 
this grain. 

wheatbread n US bread made from whole¬ 

wheat flour. 

wheat germ n the center of a grain of wheat 
that contains a lot of the substances needed 
for health and growth. 

wheatmeal ['wi:tmi:l] n a type of brown flour 
made from wheat grains, 

wheedle [‘wiidl] vt to wheedle sb into doing 
sthg to persuade sb to do sthg by saying 
nice things that one does not really mean □ 
She wheedled me into looking after the children. 
• to wheedle sthg out of sb [truth, money] to 
persuade sb gradually to give one sthg □ See 
if you can wheedle an extra ticket out of him. 

wheel [wi:l] o h -l. a round object that turns 
around on a rod that is fixed to its center 
and on which a vehicle such as a car moves 
along the ground □ One of the back wheels got 
stuck in the mud. -2. auto a steering wheel. ■ 
to be at or behind the wheel to be driving, 
o vt [bicycle, cart, trolley] to move <sthg on 
wheels> □ She was wheeling a baby in a car¬ 
riage. o vi -1. [birds] to fly in a circle with fre¬ 
quent changes of direction. -2. to wheel 
around to turn around quickly. 

wheelbarrow [US 'widberou, GB -baer-] n an 
open container with one wheel at the front 

and two handles at the back that is used for 
carrying things in gardens, on building sites 

etc. 
wheelbase ['widbeis] n the distance between 

the front and back wheels of a vehicle, 

wheelchair ['wirltfea'] n a chair with wheels 
in which people who cannot walk are 
pushed or move themselves □ an electric 
wheelchair □ wheelchair access. 

wheel clamp tt a device that is attached to 
the wheel of a vehicle parked illegally to 
prevent the vehicle from being driven. The 
driver has to pay to have it removed. 

♦ wheel-clamp vt to put a wheel clamp on 

<a vehicle>. 

wheeler-dealer ['wills'-] n a person who does 
a lot of wheeling and dealing (disapproving 

use). 

wheelie bin ['wish-] h GB a large container for 
garbage that has two wheels so that it can 
be moved easily. 

wheeling and dealing [,wi:lig-] n unfair or 
dishonest methods used to succeed in busi¬ 
ness or politics (disapproving use), 

wheeze [wi:z] vi to breathe with a whistling 

or hissing sound. 

wheezy ['wi:zi] (corner wheezier, superl wheez- 
iest) adj [person, voice, cough] that wheezes, 

whelk [welk] n a small sea creature similar to 
a snail that can be eaten, 

when [wen] o adv used in questions that ask 
for information about the time something 
happens. ■ when does the plane arrive? what 
time does the plane arrive? □ / wasn't sure 
when to leave. ■ when did you get married? 
what date/year did you get married? □ When 
is your birthday? ■ he asked me when I would 
be in London he asked me the date I would 
be in London. 
o conj -1. used to say the time something 
happens in relation to another event or ac¬ 
tion. ■ they visited me when I was sick I was 
sick, and they visited me during that time □ 
The phone rang when I was taking a shower. ■ 
when you've finished, you can go after you’ve 
finished, you can go □ It was when I was post¬ 
ed to Tokyo. ■ on the day when it happened 
on the day during which it happened. 
-2. used to emphasize a difference between 
two facts, actions, or events □ They used our 
idea when they had no right to. ■ she said she 
was sick when she wasn't she said she was 
sick, but she wasn’t really. -3. used to intro¬ 
duce the reason for a statement or question 
□ It's wrong to waste food when people are dy¬ 
ing of hunger. ■ how can I buy it when I can't 
afford it? I can’t afford it, so how can I buy 
it? 

whenever [wen'eva'] o conj -1. whenever I go 
every time I go □ Whenever I try to arrange a 
meeting she says she's busy. -2. whenever you 
like at any time you like □ You can use the 
computer whenever you want, o adv -1. used 
to express surprise in questions that ask for 
information about the time something hap¬ 
pens □ Whenever do you find time to work with 
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two young children to look after? -2. used to re¬ 
fer to a time in the future that is not precise 
□ "When do you want It done by?" — "Oh, when¬ 
ever. " 

where [wear] o adv -1. used in questions that 
ask for information about the place some¬ 
body or something is in or goes to. ■ where 
do you live? in what place do you live? □ 
Where s my pen? □ Where do you want to go on 
vacation this year? □ Tell me where you bought 
your sunglasses. -2. used to indicate a particu¬ 
lar point in a discussion, situation etc □ / 
don't know where to start! □ That's where I don't 
agree. 

o conj & pron -1. I found it where I'd left it I 
found it in the place where I’d left it □ We 
should open our store where there isn't too much 
competition, m go where I went go to the place 
I went to □ a place where you can feel comfort¬ 
able. ■ the house where I was born the house 
in which I was bom. ■ this is where it hap¬ 
pened this is the place in which it happened. 
-2. used to emphasize the difference be¬ 
tween two actions or situations □ Children 
will often understand computers where an adult 
will not. 

whereabouts [adv .weara'bauts, n 'wesrabaots] 
o adv used in questions that ask for precise 
information about the place somebody or 
something is in or is going to □ Whereabouts 
In India do you live? □ Whereabouts in Italy are 
you going on vacation? o npl the exact place 
that somebody or something is in □ Their 
whereabouts are still unknown. 

whereas [wear'aez] conj used to show that two 
facts, actions, or events are different □ My 
old office was small, whereas my new one is 
quite big. 

whereby [we3r'bai] conj a system whereby it is 
possible a system that makes it possible (for¬ 
mal use) □ a new bill whereby divorced wives will 
have a share of their husband's pension. 

whereupon [.weara'pon] conj used to say that 
one thing happens immediately after anoth¬ 
er. ■ they said no, whereupon I left they said 
no, and then I left (formal use), 

wherever [wear'eva'] o conj -1. wherever he 
stays in every place he stays □ Wherever my 
mother went, the dog followed. ■ wherever I go 
in every place I go to □ We were treated well 
wherever we went. -2. sit wherever you like sit 
in any place you want □ Put the files down 
wherever there's room. -3. wherever possible 
in every possible situation □ We try to avoid 
causing disruption wherever possible. -4. used to 
show that one does not know where some¬ 
body or something is □ He lives in Butte, 
wherever that is. □ Wherever it is, I can’t find it. 
O adv -1. used to express surprise in ques¬ 
tions that ask for information about where 
somebody or something is or goes □ Wher¬ 
ever did you hear that? -2. used to refer to a 
place that is not precise □ "Where should I put 
it?"— "Oh, wherever." 

wherewithal ['wearwicto:l] n to have the where¬ 
withal to do sthg to have the money or 
equipment needed to do sthg (formal use). 

whet Iwet] (pt & py whetted, cont whetting) vf 
to whet sb s appetite to make sb want more 
of something □ The weekend away only whet¬ 
ted my appetite for another vacation. 

whether ['wedar] conj -1. used to introduce in¬ 
direct questions where there are two pos¬ 
sibilities □ I don't know whether I'll be able to 
come or not. □ We weren't sure whether to say 
yes or no. -2. used to say that something is 
true in either of two possible situations that 
one mentions □ Whether you want to or not, 
you still have to do it. □ / need to know by tomor¬ 
row whether the answer is yes or no. 

whew [fju:] excl a sound that one makes 
when one is very hot, relieved, or surprised, 

whey [wei] n the watery liquid left after the 
thick part of sour milk is removed during 
the process of making cheese. 

which [witf] o det -1. used in questions that 
ask for information where there is a choice 
or doubt between two or more things □ 
Which department do you work in? □ Which one 
do you prefer? □ Which ones are the best, in your 
opinion? □ Do you know which bidder got the 
contract? -2. used to refer to something that 
has been mentioned in the first part of the 
sentence. ■ in which case in the case that 
has been mentioned □ / may be needed some¬ 
where else, in which case I have to leave early, 
o pron -1. used in questions that ask for in¬ 
formation where there is a choice or doubt 
between two or more things. ■ which do 
you prefer? what one do you prefer, from a 
limited number? □ Which is the one that we 
decided to buy? □ Which are going to be the 
most popular? □ / can't decide which to have. 
-2. used to refer to something that has been 
mentioned in the first part of the sentence □ 
I bought the computer which was on special 
offer. □ Have you got a book which gives informa¬ 
tion about hotels? -3. used to give more infor¬ 
mation about something that has been men¬ 
tioned in the first part of the sentence □ My 
car, which is pretty old, often breaks down. □ The 
service, which I've complained about before, is 
terrible. -4. used to refer to the first part of 
the sentence. ■ she's late, which is unusual 
the fact that she is late is unusual □ She said 
she didn't know, which surprised me. 

whichever [witf'evaf o det -1. whichever job I 
get any job I get, it is not important which 
one □ The trip takes two hours whichever route 
you take. -2. whichever color you like the par¬ 
ticular color which you like □ You can use 
whichever program you know best, o pron 
-1. whichever is best the one which is best □ 
We can have whichever of the apartments has 
the best view. -2. whichever you take no mat¬ 
ter which one you take □ Whichever plan you 
decide on, things won't be easy. 

whiff [wif] n -1. to get a whiff of sthg [of 

smoke, perfume, onions] to smell sthg slightly 
□ / caught a whiff of alcohol on his breath as he 
walked by. -2. a whiff of danger/scandal etc a 
sign of something dangerous/scandalous etc 
that might be happening. 

while [wail] o n a period of time □ / can only 
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stay a while. ■ after a while after quite a long 

time □ After a while I got bored. □ It's been quite 
a while since we last met. ■ for a while for 

quite a long time □ We spoke for a while. ■ it's 
(not) worth your while it’s (not) worth the 

time and effort you would have to spend on 

it. 
o cottj -1. while I am here during the time 

that I am here □ We met while we were work¬ 
ing in Paris. □ While I was waiting for the results I 
had a coffee. -2. while he is here if he is here 

□ You'll never get promotion while he's in charge. 
-3. used to show that two facts, actions, or 

events are different □ / like tea, while she pre¬ 
fers coffee. □ She thinks it's easy, while it's actu¬ 

ally very difficult. 
o vt to while the time away to spend one’s 

time doing something when one is waiting 

for somebody or something, or when one is 

not doing anything important, 

whilst [wailst] conj = while, 

whim [wim] n a sudden idea or desire, espe¬ 

cially one that is not very practical or rea¬ 

sonable □ He just decided to do it on a sudden 
whim. 

whimper ['wimpad o vt [word, excuse, apology! 

to say <sthg> in a weak or frightened way, 

as though about to cry □ "I'm really sorry," he 
whimpered, o vi [child, animal] to make soft 

low cries that express pain or unhappiness □ 
The baby lay whimpering, o n: He went to bed 
without a whimper. 

whimsical ['wimzikl] adj [thought, idea, person] 

that one thinks is strange in an amusing 

way. 

whine [wain] o vi -1. [child, dog] to make a 

long high sound, usually expressing pain or 

unhappiness. -2. [person] to complain, espe¬ 

cially in a high unpleasant voice, about 

something unimportant □ He's always whining 
about his boss, o n the sound made by some¬ 

body or something that whines □ We heard 
the whine of the sirens. 

whinge [wind3] {cont whingeing) vi GB & AUS to 
complain in a way that annoys other people 
□ She never stops whingeing about her boyfriend. 

whip [wip] (pt & pp whipped, cont whipping) 
o n -1. a long piece of rope or leather at¬ 

tached to a short handle that is used for hit¬ 

ting animals or people. -2. politics a mem¬ 

ber of a political parly who makes sure that 

other members are present when voting 

takes place □ the House Republican Whip, o vt 
-1. to hit <a person or animal> with a whip, 

especially on the back. -2. to strike <sb/ 

sthg> hard □ The cold wind whipped her face. 
-3. to whip sthg out/off to take sthg out/off 

quickly □ He whipped a $10 bill out of his wallet. 
□ She whipped off her coat. -4. [cream, eggs] to 
beat <food> until it is thick and full of air. 

♦ whip up vt sep to whip sthg up [excitement, 

interest, resentment] to cause people to feel 

sthg; to deliberately make sthg stronger □ 
The aim of a launch is to whip up enthusiasm for 
the new product. 

whiplash ['wiplaej] n an injury to one’s neck 

caused when one’s head is suddenly thrown 

forward and then back, e.g. in a car accident 
□ A number of passengers were taken to hospital 
suffering from whiplash □ a whiplash injury. 

whipped cream ['wipt-] n cream that has 
been beaten until it is tnick and full of air. 

whippet ['wipat] n a small thin dog with long 
legs, similar to a greyhound, 

whirl [w3:rl] on-1. [of dust, sand, smoke] a fast 
spinning movement. ■ to be in a whirl [mind, 

head, thoughts] to be in a state of confusion. 
-2. a number of events, parties, meetings etc 
following one after the other very quickly. 
-3. phrase let’s give it a whirl let’s try it (infor¬ 
mal use), o vt to whirl sb/sthg around to turn 
sb/sthg around quickly, o vi -1. [sand, dust, 

leaves] to spin quickly and in an uncon¬ 
trolled way. -2. [head, mind] to be confused 

or excited. 
whirlpool ['w3:rlpu:l] n a powerful spinning 

mass of water in a river or sea that sucks 
things into its center. 

whirlwind [‘w3:rlwind] o adj a whirlwind ro¬ 
mance/affair etc a romance/affair etc that hap¬ 
pens very quickly, on a tall spinning mass 
of air that can damage crops, buildings etc. 

whirr [w3:r] o vi [machinery, engine, insect's 

wings] to make a low, regular, beating noise 
□ The cameras whirred into action, o n the 
sound made by something that whirrs □ the 
whirr of machinery. 

whisk [wisk] o n cooking a device used to 
beat air into cream, eggs etc □ a hand/an elec¬ 
tric whisk, o vf -1. to move <sb/sthg> some¬ 
where quickly, especially to prevent them 
from being seen □ She was whisked away in a 
taxi. □ He whisked the letter out of his pocket. 
-2. [cream, sauce, egg] to beat <sthg> using a 
whisk in order to mix in air. 

whisker [‘wisk3r] n [of a cat, rabbit, mouse] a 
long stiff hair that grows near the mouth of 
some animals. 

♦ whiskers npl the hair on the sides of a 
man’s face. 

whiskey [’wiski] (pi whiskeys) n an alcoholic 
drink that is made from grain, is golden in 
color, and usually comes from Ireland or 
the United States; a glass of this drink, 

whisky [’wiski] {pi whiskies) n an alcoholic 
drink that is made from barley, is golden in 
color, and usually comes from Scotland; a 
glass of this drink. 

whisper ['wispar] o « a soft quiet voice □ She 
spoke in a whisper, o vt [word, reply, name] to 
say <sthg> very quietly, using one’s breath 
not one’s voice, o vi: What are you two whis¬ 
pering about? 

whispering ['wispsrir)] n the act of speaking in 
a whisper. 

whist [wist] n a card game for four people, 
playing in two pairs. Each pair tries to win 
more cards than the other, 

whistle [’wisl] o n -1. [of a policeman, referee, 

guard] a small device consisting of a small 
curved piece of metal that makes a loud 
high noise when one blows through it; [on a 

train, kettle] a device that makes a loud high 



1207 

sound when steam is forced through it □ We 
heard the sound of a whistle. -2. a high sound 
made by blowing or sucking air in between 
one's lips or teeth; a sound similar to this 
made e.g. by blowing air or forcing steam 
through a whistle □ She gave a loud whistle. □ 
That's the referee's final whistle. 

° vt [tune, melody) to produce <music> by 
blowing and sucking air in between the lips 
or teeth □ He always whistles hymns in the 
bathtub. 

o vi -1. [person) / learned to whistle when I lost 
my front teeth. ■ to whistle at sb to whistle 
loudly while looking at sb to show one 
finds them sexually attractive. -2. [bird, kettle, 
train] to produce a high loud sound □ Several 
bullets whistled overhead. 

Whistler ['wish'], James (1834-1903) a US 
artist who is known for his portraits, espe¬ 
cially the one of his mother. 

whistle-stop tour n a very fast tour of a 
country, region etc, especially by a politi¬ 
cian, with short stops in each place. 

Whit [wit] n GB = Whitsun □ Whit Monday. 

white [wait] o adj -1. [paint, cloud, sock] that is 
the color of milk or snow □ bright white 
clouds overhead. ■ to go or turn white [hair] to 
become white as a result of old age, shock, 
or illness; [face, person] to become pale. 
-2. (person, community, race] that has pale 
skin and is of European origin □ The man is 
white and in his early thirties. -3. white coffee 
coffee that has milk or cream in it □ Do you 
want your coffee white or black7 

o n -1. the color of milk or snow □ Do you 
have this sweater in white? -2. a person with 
pale skin, of European origin. -3. the white 
of an egg the part of an egg that surrounds 
the yellow center □ Separate the yolk from the 
white. -4. the white of sb's eye the white part 
of sb’s eyeball. 

♦ whites npl -1. sport the white clothes worn 
for playing tennis, cricket etc. -2. white or 
pale clothes that are washed together in a 
washing machine. 

White [wait], Patrick (1912-1990) an Austral¬ 
ian writer whose novels include The Tree of 
Man and Voss. 

white blood cell n a blood cell that fights in¬ 
fection. 

whiteboard ['waitboird] « a board with a 
smooth white surface that is fixed to a wall 
in schools, offices etc and that can be writ¬ 
ten on using special pens. 

white Christmas n a Christmas Day when it 
snows. 

white-collar adj [worker, union, job] that is con¬ 
nected with people who work in offices or 
in one of the professions. 
NOTE; Compare blue-collar. 

white elephant « something that is consid¬ 
ered large, useless, and a waste of money. 

white goods np>! a collective term for large 
machines used in the home, e.g. stoves, 
washing machines, and refrigerators. 

____whitewash 

white-haired [-'heatf] adj [person] who has 
white hair. 

Whitehall ['waithul] o a street in central Lon¬ 
don where many government offices are 
situated, o « a term used to refer to the 
British government, especially government 
departments. 

white-hot adj [metal] that is so hot that it 
looks white. 

White House o the White House the official 
home of the president of the United States, 
o n the White House a term used to refer to 
the president of the USA and his cabinet □ 
Reports from the White House say the President 
will be leaving soon for France. □ a White House 
aide. 

white knight n a person or organization that 
saves a company that is in financial trouble, 

white lie « a small lie that is told for a good 
reason, especially in order to be polite, 

white magic n magic that is used for doing 
good things. 

white meat « meat such as pork or chicken 
that is pale when cooked. 
NOTE: Compare red meat, 

whiten ['waitn] o vt [clothes, shoes] to make 
<sthg> white or whiter, o vi to become 
white or whiter. 

whitener ['waitnar] n a substance used to 
whiten clothes, shoes etc. 

white noise n noise that is made up of a 
wide range of frequencies, all of the same 
strength. 

whiteout ['waitaot] « -1. a condition created 
when there is snow and white cloud and it 
becomes difficult to see properly. -2. US a 
white liquid that can be painted onto paper 
to cover mistakes in typing or writing. 

White Pages™ npl the White Pages in the 
USA, a list in a book that gives the names, 
addresses, and phone numbers of all the 
people, businesses etc in an area or city that 
have phones. 

White Paper n politics in Britain and Aus¬ 
tralia, an official report stating the govern¬ 
ment’s ideas on a particular subject, 

white sauce « a thick sauce made of flour, 
butter, and milk. 

white spirit « GB a colorless liquid made from 
petroleum and used to clean paintbrushes, 
make paint thinner etc. 

white-tie adj [dinner, function] at which men 
wear formal evening dress, including white 
bow ties. 

white trashT n US poor white people (offen¬ 
sive use). 

whitewash ['waitwnj'j o n -1. a thin white 
substance made from lime that is used for 
painting walls, buildings etc □ The walls were 
covered in whitewash. -2. the act of white¬ 
washing an affair □ The commission's report 
has been denounced as a whitewash, o vt 
-1. [wall, house] to paint <a building> with 
whitewash. -2. [crime, affair, scandal] to hide 
<sthg bad>, e.g. a crime, or make it appear 
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less bad in order to protect the person or 
people responsible □ Officials have been ac¬ 
cused of whitewashing the whole affair. 

whitewater rafting [us .waitwoitar'raeftig, gb 
-woita'raiftig] « the sport of traveling down a 
fast-flowing river in an inflatable rubber 

boat. 
white wedding n a formal wedding at which 

the bride wears a white dress, 

whiting ['waitig] {pi whiting or whitings). « a 
silver sea fish with a dark back that is eaten 
for food. 

Whitman ['witman], Walt (1819-1892) a US 
poet who wrote about nature and democra¬ 
cy. His collected works are called Leaves of 

Grass. 
Whitsun ['witsn] n in the Christian religion, 

the seventh Sunday after Easter, commemo¬ 
rating the day the Holy Spirit came down 
from Heaven. 

Whittington ['witigtan], Dick (1358-1423) a 
British businessman who became mayor of 
London. According to popular stories, he 
walked to London with his cat when he 
was thirteen years old. 

whittle [ witl] ♦ whittle away vt sep to whit¬ 
tle sthg away [support, majority] to reduce sthg 
gradually, often with damaging results □ In¬ 
flation has whittled away the value of savings. 

♦ whittle down vt sep to whittle sthg down to 
make sthg smaller □ I've whittled the shortlist 
down to six. 

whiz, whizz [wiz] (pt & pp whizzed, cont 
whizzing) o n to be a whiz at sthg [at comput¬ 

ers, tennis, chess] to be very good at sthg (in¬ 
formal use), o vi [car, ball, train] to move 
quickly, often with a loud whistling sound □ 
Bullets whizzed overhead. □ An hour later we 
were whizzing toward L.A. 

whiz(z) kid n a person who is very successful 
while they are still young (informal use), 

who [hu:] prott -1. used in questions that ask 
for information about an unknown person □ 
Who are you? □ Who's speaking, please? □ 
Who's your doctor? □ Who were you speaking to 
just now? -2. I asked who did it I asked the 
name of the person that did it (used in indi¬ 
rect questions). -3. used to refer to a person 
mentioned in the first part of the sentence, 
or to give extra information about them □ / 
know someone who can help. □ The people who 
moved in next door are having a party. □ She's 
the one who dealt with my complaint. □ a person 
who we all admire □ My grandmother, who's 96, 
lives on her own. 

WHO (abbr of World Health Organization) n the 
WHO an international organization that aims 
to improve the health of people in all coun¬ 
tries. 

who'd [hu:d] = who had, who would. 

whodu(n)nit [.hui'dAnat] n a movie, novel, or 
play about a murder in which the murderer 
is not named until the end (informal use), 

whoever [hu:'evar] prott -1. whoever did it the 
person who did it □ Whoever finds it will get a 
reward. -2. used to express surprise in ques¬ 

tions □ Whoever would have thought she would 
have been so successful? -3. whoever it is no 
matter who it is □ Whoever wins the legal bat¬ 
tle, consumers will be the ones who suffer. □ 
Whoever calls, I don't want to be disturbed. 

whole [houl] o adj -1. the whole world all of 
the world. ■ a whole year all of a year □ We 
ate a whole chocolate cake between the two of 
us. -2. whole bananas bananas that have not 
been cut into pieces. -3. used for emphasis. 
■ a whole lot of questions very many ques¬ 
tions. ■ a whole lot bigger much bigger, 
o adv a whole new idea a completely new 
idea, on-1. the whole of sthg all of sthg □ 
The new fashion has swept the whole of the 
country. -2. something that has parts, but is 
considered as a single object □ Two halves 

make a whole. 
♦ as a whole adv when all the ipdividual 

people or things are considered as a single 
group □ The department as a whole has per¬ 
formed well this year. 

♦ on the whole adv a phrase used to say that 
something is generally true, even though 
there are some exceptions □ On the whole we 
enjoyed our vacation. 

wholefood ['houlfuid] « food, such as brown 
rice or whole-wheat flour, that has been 
changed as little as possible from its natural 
state and has not had other substances add¬ 
ed to it □ a wholefood restaurant. 

whole-hearted [-'ha:rtad] adj [approval, effort, 

agreement] that is given or made completely 
and willingly □ You have my whole-hearted 
support. 

wholemeal ['houlmiil] adj GB = whole-wheat. 

whole note n US a musical note with a value 
equal to two half notes, 

wholesale [‘houlseil] o adj -1. business that is 
connected with the practice of buying large 
quantities of goods cheaply from manufac¬ 
turers and selling them to stores □ a whole¬ 
sale wine warehouse □ the wholesale price. 
-2. [theft, destruction] that occurs on a large 
scale (disapproving use) □ the wholesale slaugh¬ 
ter of innocent civilians, o adv -1. business [buy, 

sell] It's cheaper to buy wholesale. -2. [destroy, 

slaughter] You can't take solutions from other 
countries and apply them wholesale to the situa¬ 
tion here. 
NOTE: Compare retail. 

wholesaler ['houlseilar] « a person who sells 
goods wholesale. 

wholesome ['houlsam] adj -1. [food, diet] that 
is healthy because it consists of natural in¬ 
gredients. -2. [reading, entertainment] that is 
morally good and not offensive in any way. 

whole-wheat adj [flour, pastry] that is made 
from whole grains of wheat with nothing 
removed. 

who'll [hull] - who will. 

wholly [’hooli] adv [responsible, wrong, unsuit¬ 

able] completely □ You are not wholly to blame. 
□ It appears that we were wholly mistaken in our 
assumptions. 

whom [hu:m] pron (formal use) -1. whom did 
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you see? which person did you see? (used as 
the object of a question) □ Whom has the 
committee chosen as its representative? m with 
whom did you go? which person did you go 
with? (used after prepositions) □ To whom 
should I address the application? -2. used to re¬ 
fer to a person mentioned in the first part of 
the sentence, or to give more information 
about them □ the patient whom the doctor ex¬ 
amined □ the manager to whom I complained □ 
She has three children, none of whom is of 
school age. 

whoop [US hu:p, GB wu:p] o n a shout of joy 
or excitement □ He gave a whoop of delight, 
o vi to give a whoop. 

whoopee ['wupi:] excl a word that one uses to 
show that one is very happy or excited 
about something. 

whooping cough ['huipig-J n a serious infec¬ 
tious disease that affects children and makes 
them cough and produce a long high- 
pitched noise when they breathe in. 

whoops [wups] excl a word that one uses af¬ 
ter doing something by accident or making 
a small mistake □ Whoops! I almost fell. □ 
Whoops/ You weren't supposed to hear that. 

whoosh [wuf] (informal use) o n a sudden soft 
sound made by something moving through 
air or water very quickly □ a whoosh of air. 
o vi to move with a whoosh □ The cham¬ 
pagne came whooshing out all over us. 

whop [wr>p] (pt & pp whopped, cont whopping) 
vt [opponent, team, rival] to beat <sb/sthg> (in¬ 
formal use). 

whopper ['wDp3r] n (informal use) -1. some¬ 
thing that is unusually large compared to 
other things of its kind. -2. a serious lie. 

whopping [’wDpiq] (informal use) o adj a whop¬ 
ping increase/majority etc an increase/a ma¬ 
jority etc that is unusually large, o adv: a 
whopping great HeArruise. 

whoreT [ho:r] « (offensive use) -1. a woman 
who has sex with men for money. -2. a 
woman who has sex with a lot of different 
men. 

who're ['hu:ar] = who are. 

whose [hu:z] o pron -1. whose is this? who 
does this belong to (used in direct ques¬ 
tions) □ Whose pen is this? ■ tell me whose 
this is tell me who this belongs to (used in 
indirect questions). -2. used to refer to a 
person or thing that is associated with 
somebody or something mentioned in the 
first part of the sentence o the scientist whose 
ideas have shaken the world □ She's the woman 
whose son had that terrible accident, o det 
whose book is this? who does this book be¬ 
long to? □ I'd like to know whose idea it was. 

whosoever fhmsou'evy] pron whoever (literary 
use). 

Who's Who ft a list of famous and important 
people in a particular country or area of 
work. 

who've [hu:v] = who have. 

why [wai] o adv used to ask the reason for 

something □ Why didn't you tell me? □ Why 
waste your time? He won't listen to you. 

o con) -1. I don t understand why it's taken so 
long. □ We should ask ourselves why these fig¬ 
ures were never published, o Tell me why you're 
leaving. -2. phrase why not? used to make a 
suggestion, or to agree to a suggestion □ 
Why not invite them along? □ "Let’s have some¬ 
thing to eat." — "Yes, why not." 

o pron used after “reason” □ There's no reason 
why you can't come, o It's one of the many rea¬ 
sons why I gave up eating meat, 

o excl US used to show that one is feeling 
surprised or annoyed □ Why, it's Jenny! □ 
Why, that's no way to treat your own brother! 

♦ why ever adv used to show that one is sur¬ 
prised by something and wants to know the 
reason for it □ "/ don't think we should tell 
them. " — "Why ever not?" 

Wl o tt abbr of Women's Institute, o -1. 
abbr of West Indies. -2. abbr of Wisconsin. 

wick [wik] « -1. [of a candle] the string that 
runs through a candle and bums. -2. [of a 

lamp] the string of an oil lamp or cigarette 
lighter that draws up fuel to the flame. 

wicked [’wikad] adj -1. [person] who is bad 
and has no morals □ a wicked witch. -2. 
[person, look, humor] that is slightly bad but 
in a way that is playful and attractive □ a 

wicked grin. -3. [movie, music, place] that one 
thinks is very good (informal use) □ That was a 
wicked party I 

wickedness [’wikadnas] tt [of a person, deed] see 

wicked. 

wicker fwikofi adj a wicker chair/basket etc a 

chair/basket etc that is made of thin woven 
branches or reeds. 

wickerwork [’wik3rw3:rk] « a material made of 
thin woven branches or reeds □ a wickerwork 
basket/chair. 

wicket ['wikot] n in cricket, either of the two 
sets of three wooden sticks with two pieces 
of wood on top of them at which the ball is 
thrown; the ground between these two sets 
of sticks. 

wicket keeper n in cricket, the player who 
stands behind the wicket. 

wide [ward] o adj -1. [room, river, ocean] that is 
a large distance from one side to the other; 
that is a particular distance from one side to 
the other □ She gave us a wide grin. □ a three- 
foot wide hole □ It's six meters wide. -2. [eyes] 

that are more open than usual, expressing 
fear, surprise, or interest □ His eyes were wide 
with terror. -3. (range, choice, selection] that in¬ 
cludes a large number of different things □ 
There is a wide variety of models available. 
-4. [coverage, interest, knowledge] that is great 
in size or amount □ The committee has wide 
powers to investigate and bring charges. -5. [gap, 

difference] large □ There are wide variations in 
viewing patterns. -6. the wider issues/context 
etc the more general issues/context etc of a 
situation rather than the details □ We need to 
examine the wider implications of these propo¬ 
sals. -7. to go/be wide [shot, punch, ball] to 
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miss/have missed the .point one was aiming 
at by going past one side of it. 
o adv [spread, open] so that there is a large 
space between one side and the other □ She 
flung her arms wide In greeting. 

-wide suffix added to words to mean that 
something is happening or exists all over a 
particular area □ nation-wide □ country-wide. 

wide-angle lens n a lens that allows a wide 
view to be photographed, 

wide area network n a network of comput¬ 
ers linked together over a large area, such as 
a region or country, to share information, 

wide-awake adj to be wide-awake to be com¬ 
pletely awake □ I lay there wide-awake for most 

of the night. 
wide-eyed [-'aid] adj -1. [person] whose eyes 

are wide open with fear, surprise, or interest 
□ She looked at me in wide-eyed astonishment. 
-2. [person] who is too willing to believe or 
trust people because they do not have much 
experience of life □ a wide-eyed innocent. 

widely ['waidli] adv -1. [travel, publicize] in 
many places □ His later operas are still widely 
performed. -2. widely known/accepted etc 
known/accepted etc by a lot of people □ a 

widely held belief. -3. [differ, vary] to a large ex¬ 
tent □ Historians differ widely in their interpreta¬ 
tion of these events. -4. to be widely read to 
have read many different books, 

widen ['waidn] o vt -1. [road, bridge, distance] to 
make <sthg> wider □ There are plans to widen 
the road to accommodate more traffic. 
-2. [outlook, appeal, gap] to increase the size 
or range of <sthg> □ Customs officials are wid¬ 
ening their investigations, o vi -1. [road, bridge] 

The river widens before reaching the sea. 
-2. [outlook, appeal, choice] The range of alterna¬ 
tives has widened in recent years. □ The gap 
separating rich and poor seems to be widening. 

wide open adj [window, door, mouth] complete¬ 
ly open □ The children ran toward me, arms 
wide open. □ Her eyes were wide open in amaze¬ 
ment. □ the wide-open spaces of Australia. 

wide-ranging [-'reind3irj] adj [report, investiga¬ 

tion, research] that includes many different 
aspects of something □ There then followed a 
series of talks which the President described as 
friendly and wide-ranging. 

widespread ['waidspred] adj [panic, dismay, de¬ 
struction] that exists or happens over a large 
area or among many people □ There is wide¬ 
spread concern about the possible side effects of 
these drugs. 

widget ['wid33t] n a term used to refer to a 
small device whose exact name one does 
not know. 

widow [’widou] n a woman whose husband 
has died and who has not married again, 

widowed ['widoud] adj [person] whose hus¬ 
band or wife has died □ He lives with his wid¬ 
owed mother. 

widower ['widou3r] n a man whose wife has 
died and who has not married again, 

width [wid0] n -1. the distance from one side 
of an object to the other □ Well have to 

measure the width of the doorway. • in width 
from one side to the other □ The wardrobe is 
four feet in width. -2. the distance across a 
rectangular swimming pool □ / was only able 
to swim a couple of widths. 

widthways ['widGweiz] adv [measure, cut, fold] 

across the width. 

wield [wiild] vt -1. [knife, tool, stick] to hold 
<sthg> in a threatening way to show that 
one intends to use it as a weapon □ soldiers 
wielding automatic rifles. -2. [power, authority] to 
have and be ready or able to use <sthg> □ 
As director he wields a great deal of influence. 

wife [waif] {pi wives) n the woman that a man 
is married to □ Have you met my wife? 

wig [wig] n a covering of false hair worn to 
hide one’s own hair or lack of hair. 

wiggle ['wigl] o n -1. the act of wiggling a 
part of one’s body, e.g. one’s hips or toes. 
-2. a wavy line, o vt [hips, toe, bottom] to 
move <a part of the body> with small 
movements backward and forward or from 
side to side □ Can you wiggle your ears? o vi 
[hips, bottom, tail] Her hips wiggled as she 
walked. 

wiggly ['wigli] (compar wigglier, superl wiggli- 
est) adj [line, path] that has many curves in it 
(informal use). 

wigwam [US 'wigwarm, GB -waem] n a tall 
round tent that some Native Americans used 
to live in. 

Wilberforce ['wilbarf3irs]l William (1759-1833) 
a British politician who played an important 
part in making slavery illegal in the British 
Empire. 

wild [waild] o adj -1. [rabbit, cat] that is not 
trained to live with people and lives in natu¬ 
ral conditions □ wild animals such as tigers and 
lions. -2. [person, dog, attack] that is violent 
and uncontrolled □ There are some really wild 
children in that class. -3. [coastline, scenery] that 
is in a natural state and has not been 
changed by people; [rose, grass] that is not 
grown in gardens □ This part of the coast is still 
wild and unspoilt, o We picked wild strawberries. 
-4. [weather, sea] that is very violent and 
stormy □ a wild wind/night. -5. [laughter, ap¬ 

plause, expression] that shows strong and un¬ 
controlled feelings □ The crowd went wild. □ 
He was wild with grief/anger. • to run wild [dog, 

child] to behave in an uncontrolled way; 
[plant, garden] to grow in an uncontrolled 
way □ She lets those children run wild. □ The ivy 
had run wild. -6. [hope, plan] that is not sen¬ 
sible □ The book was successful beyond our 
wildest dreams. -7. [estimate, suggestion] that is 
made without careful thought □ It was just a 
wild guess. -8. to be wild about sb/sthg [about 

music, sport] to like sb/sthg a lot □ I'm not 
wild about the idea. 
o n in the wild [survive, live] in natural condi¬ 
tions and not kept or taken care of by peo¬ 
ple □ The eagles were born in captivity and then 
released into the wild. 

♦ wilds tipi the wilds an area that is far from 
towns or cities and where there are few 
people □ the wilds of Alaska. 
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wild card n computing a letter, figure, or sign, 
usually a star, that can be used to represent 
any letter in a computer command, 

wildcat f'waildkst] n a large fierce cat that 
lives in mountains, forests etc. 

wildcat strike n a sudden unofficial strike. 

Wilde [waild], Oscar (1854-1900) an Irish 
writer who is remembered for the many 
witty comments he made and for his plays, 
which include The Importance of Being Earnest 
and Lady Windermere's Fan. 

wildebeest [‘wildobiist] {pi wildebeest or wil¬ 
debeests) n a large African animal with 
curved horns and long hair growing from its 
throat. 

Wilder ['waildaq, Thornton (1897-1975) a US 
writer of plays and novels, whose work in¬ 
cludes Our Town and The Bridge of San Luis 
Rey. 

wilderness ['wildafiss] n -1. an area of land in 
which there are no buildings, roads etc and 
which has never been used for farming □ a 

wilderness of ice and snow. -2. an area where 
there seems to be no order □ Their back yard 
is a wilderness. □ The center of town is a wilder¬ 
ness at night. -3. to be in the wilderness GB 
[politician, performer] to be no longer well- 
known or important in a particular field □ 
He spent several years in the political wilderness. 

wildfire ['waildfaiar] « to spread like wildfire 
[news, rumor, fashion] to spread very quickly, 

wild flower n a flowering plant that is not 
grown in gardens. 

wildfowl ['waildfaul] n wild birds that are 
hunted, especially water birds such as 
ducks. 

wild-goose chase n a search for something 
that cannot be found or does not exist (infor¬ 
mal and disapproving use) □ I've been sent on a 
wild-goose chase! 

wildlife ['waildlaif] « wild animals and plants 
□ a wildlife film/park. 

wildly [‘waildli] adv -1. [laugh, shout, guess) see 
wild □ She lashed out wildly in all directions. □ 
He stared wildly about him. -2. wildly different/ 
inaccurate etc very different/inaccurate etc □ 
We've heard wildly conflicting accounts. 

wild rice n the dark-brown seeds of a grass 
that grows in North America. 

Wild West n the Wild West the western Unit¬ 
ed States during the 19th century. 

W THE WILD WEST 

The Wild West is the popular name for the 
wild country west of the Mississippi River 
during the second half of the 19th century. 
Throughout this period horsemen called 
cowboys drove huge herds of cattle along 
“trails” going from Texas in the south to 
Kansas or Missouri further north; here the 
animals were sent to market in the East. 
Towns grew up at the end of the cattle 
trails and were known for being violent and 
dangerous. The Hollywood western, with 
its gunfighters, sheriffs, and outlaws, shows 
such places in a glamorous way. Some 

towns from this period are now historical 
sites that tourists come to visit. 

wiles [wailz] npl clever behavior used to make 
people do what one wants □ She used her 
feminine wiles. 

wilful adj gb = willful. 

will1 [wil] o n -1. the mental power to do 
something that one wants to do even if this 
is difficult □ She has a very strong will. □ He's 
lost the will to live. -2. a wish or desire □ It is 
God's will, m against one's will without want¬ 
ing to □ The prisoners were forced to work 
against their will. ■ at will when one wants □ 
She comes and goes at will. -3. law an official 
document in which somebody says what 
they want to happen to their money and 
property after they die □ My father left it to 
me in his will, o vt to will sthg to happen to 
try to help make sthg happen by concentrat¬ 
ing hard on it □ We were all willing him to win. 

will2 modal vb -1. used to talk about an action 
or event in the future □ I'll be thirty next 
month. □ / think we'll have to stop there for to¬ 
day. □ / won't be here next week. ■ I will have 
done it by Friday I promise to finish it on or 
before Friday. ■ I'll be arriving at 6 p.m. my 
plan is to arrive at 6 p.m. -2. will you have a 
drink? would you like a drink? (used in of¬ 
fers) □ You will stay for dinner, won't you? » I 
WILL do it I am definitely going to do it □ We 
WILL succeed, no matter what anybody says. ■ I 
won't do it I refuse to do it □ We will never 
give in to these outrageous demands! -3. used 
to introduce commands and requests □ Will 
you send us a copy for our records, please? ■ 
you will leave now! leave now! ■ will you 
close the door? please close the door ■ close 
the door, will you? please close the door. 
-4. used to say that something is possible. ■ 
the apartment will sleep six six people can 
sleep in the apartment. -5. used to say that 
something is very often or always true □ 
Boys will be boys. □ Accidents will happen. 
-6. used to say that one supposes or thinks 
that something is true □ That will be David call¬ 
ing to say he's coming late. ■ you'll know her 
I'm sure that you already know her. ■ you'll 
be hearing from me I will definitely contact 
you. -7. used to show that one is annoyed 
with something that somebody does very 
often □ They will keep trying to interrupt. 

willful US, wilful GB ['wilfl] adj -1. [person] 
who is determined to get what they want or 
behave as they want □ What a willful child! 
-2. willful damage/neglect etc deliberate 
damage/neglect etc. 

William of Orange fiwiljamav'Drinds] (1650- 
1702) head of state of the Netherlands from 
1672 to 1702, and King William III of Great 
Britain and Ireland from 1689 to 1702. He 
ruled jointly with his wife Mary, daughter 
of James II. 

Williams ['wiljamz], Roger (1603?—1683) an 
English minister who came to America in 
1631 to find religious freedom and later 
founded the colony of Rhode Island. 
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Williams, Tennessee (1911-1983) a US writ¬ 
er whose plays, which are set in the South¬ 
ern states, include Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and 
A Streetcar Named Desire. 

William the Conqueror [.wiljamda'krtgkarsd 
(1028-1087) Duke of Normandy from 1035 
to 1087, and King William I of England from 
1066 to 1087. He invaded England in 1066, 
and defeated King Harold at the battle of 
Hastings. 

willing ['wiIiq] adj -1. to be willing to be ready 
to do something without being forced □ I'd 
love some help, if you're willing. □ Would you be 
willing to lend us $500? -2. a willing helper/ 
student etc a person who helps/studies etc 
with enthusiasm and without needing to be 
persuaded. 

willingly ['wiligli] adv [go, accept, give] without 
needing to be forced or persuaded □ "Would 
you give me a hand?" — "Yes, willingly." 

willingness ['wilirjnas] n: see willing □ They 
showed a surprising willingness to help. 

willow (tree) ['wilou-1 n a tree that has long 
thin branches, long narrow leaves, and pale 
wood, and grows near water, 

willowy ['wiloui] adj [person] who is tall and 
thin in an attractive, graceful way. 

willpower ['wilpaoad « the ability to control 
oneself in order to achieve something □ / 
don't have the willpower to stick to a diet. 

willy-nilly [.wili'nili] adv -1. without following 
a particular plan or being careful □ She 
stuffed some clothes willy-nilly into a bag. 
-2. whether one wants to or not □ / found 
myself being dragged willy-nilly into their petty 
disputes. 

Wilson ['wilsn], Sir Harold (1916-1995) Brit¬ 
ish Prime Minister from 1964 to 1970, and 
from 1974 to 1976. 

Wilson, Woodrow (1856-1924) US President 
from 1913 to 1921. 

wilt [wilt] vi -1. [plant, flower] to bend toward 
the ground because of heat or lack of water. 
-2. [person] to become tired and weak, espe¬ 
cially because it is too hot. 

Wilts abbr of Wiltshire. 

Wiltshire ['wiltJsH a county in southwestern 
England, size: 3,481 sq kms. population: 
564,000. administrative center: Trowbridge, 

wily [’waili] (compar wilier, superl wiliest) adj 
[person] who uses clever tricks to get what 
they want and is too experienced to be 
tricked themselves. 

wimp [wimp] n a person who one thinks does 
not have enough courage or determination □ 
Don't be such a wimp! (disapproving and infor¬ 
mal use). 

win [win] (pt & pp won, coni winning) o vt 
-1. [competition, race] to be first or best in 
<sthg> □ Who won the game? □ After winning 
the war in Europe, the Allies turned their attention 
to the East. -2. [prize, medal, cup] to get <sthg> 
as the reward for a success □ / won a bottle of 
champagne in the raffle. □ She won a scholarship 
to study abroad. -3. [support, approval, backing] 

to get <sthg> because of one’s ability, hard 

work, good behavior etc □ That kind of remark 
won't win you any friends. □ / want to win their 

trust/respect. 
o vi to win a competition, race etc □ Brazil 
was winning in the first half. □ / hope you win. ■ 
you/I can't win a phrase used to show that 
one is disappointed or frustrated by a situa¬ 
tion in which one cannot be successful □ / 
can't win with you, can I! 
on a success or victory in a game, competi¬ 
tion etc □ It was the team's first win all season. 

♦ win over, win round vt sep to win sb over 
or round to succeed in persuading sb to give 
one their support or friendship □ We’ll win 
her over to the idea eventually. 

wince [wins] vi to make a sudden small move¬ 
ment of the face as a reaction to pain or to 
an unpleasant thought □ He winced as the 
needle went into his arm. □ / winced at the 
memory. 

winch [wintj] On a machine for lifting heavy 
objects that consists of a rope or chain 
wound around a central part that turns, o vt 
to lift <sthg heavy> using a winch. 

wind1 [wind] o « -1. weather a mass of mov¬ 
ing air □ strong/high winds □ There wasn't 
enough wind to go sailing. □ The leaves were rus¬ 
tling in the wind. -2. breath □ The fall knocked 
the wind out of her. □ Let me get my wind back, 
m to get one's second wind to suddenly find 
new energy to continue doing something. 
-3. GB [in one’s stomach] air in one’s stomach 
that causes discomfort □ That soup has given 
me wind. ■ to break wind to let out air from 
inside the body through the anus, usually 
making a noise (polite use). -4. MUSIC the wind 
the wind instruments in an orchestra. 
-5. phrase to get wind of sthg to hear about 
or find out about sthg, especially a secret 
(informal use) □ If Liz ever gets wind of this, 
you'll be in trouble. 

o vt -1. to make it difficult for <sb> to 
breathe by pushing the air out of their lungs 
□ The fall/blow winded me. -2. GB to make <a 
baby> bring up air from its stomach after 
eating by rubbing or gendy hitting its back. 

wind2 [waind] (pt & pp wound) o vf -1. [thread, 

scarf, bandage] to turn <sthg> around an ob¬ 
ject or point several times □ She wound a 
towel around her head. □ string wound into a neat 
ball. -2. [clock, watch] to make <sthg> work 
by turning a knob, key, handle etc □ / forgot 
to wind my alarm clock again. -3. to wind one's 
way to go somewhere in a twisting line □ 
The river winds its way through New Mexico and 
down into Texas, o vi [river, road] to go some¬ 
where in a twisting line □ There's a path that 
winds down to the stream. 

♦ wind back vt sep to wind a tape/movie etc 
back to make a tape/movie etc go back to¬ 
ward the beginning. 

♦ wind down o vt sep -1. to wind a car win¬ 
dow down to lower a car window by turn¬ 
ing a handle or pressing a button. -2. to 
wind a business down to gradually close a 
business □ They're winding down several coal¬ 
mines in the area, o vi -1. [clock, watch] to stop 
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working because it needs to be wound. 
-2. (person] to relax after a period of hard 
work. 

♦ wind forward vt sep to wind a tape/film for¬ 
ward GB to make a tape/film go forward. 

♦ wind on vt sep GB = wind forward □ My cam¬ 
era winds itself on automatically. 

♦ wind up o vt sep -1. to wind sthg up (meet¬ 

ing, program] to bring sthg to an end □ OK, 
one last question, and then we'll have to wind 
things up. -2. to wind a business up to close a 
business down □ They're winding up their op¬ 
erations in Jakarta. -3. to wind sthg up [clock, 

watch] to wind sthg □ It's one of those clock¬ 
work toys that you wind up. -4. to wind a car 
window up to close a car window by turning 
a handle or pressing a button, 
o vi to arrive in a particular place or get into 
a particular situation without intending to 
(informal use) □ He's going to wind up in jail one 
of these days. 

windbreak ['windbreik] n a wall, fence, or line 
of trees that gives protection against the 
wind. 

windbreaker ['windbreikal us, windcheater 
[lwindtJ'i:t3r] GB n a warm jacket that fits 
closely at the neck and wrists and keeps the 
wind out. 

windchill ['windt/il] n the lowering of the air 
temperature caused by cold winds □ a high 
windchill factor. 

winded ['windad] adj to be winded to have dif¬ 
ficulty breathing after being hit in the stom¬ 
ach or doing hard exercise □ The fall left her 
winded but otherwise unhurt. 

windfall ['windfall] « -1. an amount of money 
that one gets unexpectedly. -2. a piece of 
fruit that the wind has caused to fall from a 
tree. 

wind farm ['wind-] n a power station where 
electricity is generated by special windmills. 

winding ['waindiij] adj [river, path] that has 
many bends and is not direct □ The car drove 
slowly up the winding road. 

wind instrument ['wind-] n a musical instru¬ 
ment such as a flute or trumpet that is 
played by blowing. 

windmill ['windmil] n a tall structure with 
long flat blades attached to it that turn in 
the wind and work machinery for grinding, 
pumping, or producing power. 

window [‘windou] « -1. [in a building] a frame 
that contains glass and is placed in a wall, 
roof, or car to let light and air in or to look 
through □ You should be working, not looking 
out of the window. □ Would you mind opening/ 
closing the window? □ electrically operated win¬ 
dows. -2. [in a store] a large opening in the 
wall of a store that is filled with glass and 
behind which goods are arranged in order to 
attract customers □ I'd like to try on the coat in 
the window. -3. computing one of the areas a 
computer screen can be divided into to 
show different kinds of information □ a 
graphics window. -4. [of time] a short period of 
free time □ I've got a window between nine and 
ten on Tuesday if that's OK with you? 

window box n a long container placed on a 
window ledge and filled with soil in which 
flowers can be grown. 

window cleaner n a person whose job is to 
clean windows. 

window display n an arrangement of goods 
in a store window intended to attract cus¬ 
tomers. 

window dressing « -1. the activity or job of 
arranging goods in an attractive way in a 
shop window. -2. parts of a plan, policy etc 
that are not essential and are used to make 
it seem better than it really is. 

window envelope n an envelope with a 
transparent part at the front that shows the 
address on the letter, bill etc inside, 

window frame « the wooden, metal, or plas¬ 
tic part that surrounds the glass in a win¬ 
dow. 

window ledge n a narrow shelf under a win¬ 
dow, on the outside. 

windowpane ['windoupein] « a piece of glass 
in a window. 

window shade « US a covering made of plas¬ 
tic, cloth etc that is pulled down over a win¬ 
dow to keep light out of a room, 

window-shopping n the activity of looking 
at the goods in store windows without in¬ 
tending to buy anything □ We went window¬ 
shopping on Fifth Avenue. 

windowsill ['windousil] n a narrow shelf un¬ 
der a window, on the inside or outside, 

windpipe ['windpaip] tt the tube in one’s body 
through which air moves from the mouth to 
the lungs. 

windshield [’windfidd] us, windscreen [ wind- 
skri:n]GB n the large front window of a car, 
truck, bus etc. 

windshield washer n a device that sends a 
thin stream of water onto a windshield in 
order to clear rain from it. 

windshield wiper tt a device that moves 
from side to side across a windshield in or¬ 
der to clear rain from it. 

windsock ['windsDk] tt a cloth tube that is at¬ 
tached to a pole at airports to show the di¬ 
rection of the wind. 

windsurfer ['winds3irf3r] n -1. a person who 
goes windsurfing. -2. a narrow board with a 
sail attached, used in windsurfing, 

windsurfing ['winds3:rfig] tt the sport of sail¬ 
ing on the ocean or a lake while standing 
on a narrow board and holding onto a large 
sail. 

windswept ['windswept] adj -1. [plain, bay] that 
is not protected from the wind and is there¬ 
fore very windy. -2. [hair, appearance] that 
the wind has made untidy, 

wind tunnel [’wind-] n a tunnel through 
which air is blown at different speeds to 
test the design of cars, aircraft etc. 

windy ['windi] (compar windier, superl windiest) 
adj -1. [weather, day] when the wind is blow¬ 
ing a lot □ It's very windy today. -2. [hillside, 
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moor, beach] where there is a lot of wind. ■ 
the Windy City a name for Chicago, Illinois. 

wine [wain] n -1. an alcoholic drink made 
from grapes; a glass or botde of this drink □ 
red/white/rose wine □ apple wine □ 7Vvo white 
wines, please. □ We have a wide selection of 
Californian wines. -2. an alcoholic drink made 
from a particular fruit or plant □ apple wine. 

wine bar « GB a bar where people mainly 
drink wine. 

wine box n a box that contains a plastic bag 
full of wine and has a device for pouring. 

wine cellar « -1. the different wines collected 
and kept by a person, restaurant etc. -2. a 
dark cool room underground where wine is 
kept. 

wineglass [US 'wainglaes, GB -gla:s] n a glass 
for drinking wine, usually round with a long 
thin stem. 

wine list n the list of different wines offered 
by a restaurant, together with their prices. 

winepress ['wainpres] n a device for pressing 
grapes to make wine. 

wine rack n an open container in which bot¬ 
tles of wine can be stored lying flat on their 
side. 

wine tasting [-teistig] n the activity of tasting 
different kinds of wine. 

wine waiter n the waiter who serves the 
wine in an expensive restaurant. 

wing [wig] n -1. [of a bird, animal] the moving 
part of a bird or insect that it uses for flying 
□ The bird flapped its wings. -2. [of a plane] one 
of the long flat parts attached to the sides of 
a plane that support it in the air. -3. [of a car] 
a part of a car’s body that covers a wheel. 
-4. [of a building] a part of a large building 
that extends from the main part □ the east 
wing □ They're building a new wing to house the 
contempory art collection. -5. [of an organization] 
a group within an organization that has dif¬ 
ferent beliefs or does a different job from 
the other parts □ She's on the conservative 
wing of the party. 

♦ wings npl theater the wings the sides of the 
stage where actors can wait without being 
seen by the audience. 

wing commander n an officer in the British 
air force. 

winger ['wigar] n an attacking player who 
plays at the edge of the field in soccer, 
hockey, or rugby. 

wing nut « a nut that is turned by holding 
the two flat pieces that stick out from the 
sides. 

wingspan ['wigspaen] tt [of a bird, airplane] the 
distance from the end of one wing to the 
end of the other wing. 

wingtips ['wigtips] tipi US men’s shoes with a 
pattern of decorative holes on the toes. 

wink [wigk] o vi -1. Iperson] to close one eye 
and open it again quickly while looking at 
somebody to show friendliness, amusement, 
or as a signal □ She kept winking at me. 
-2. [light] to flash on and off (literary use). O tt 

[of an eye] the act of winking □ He gave me a 
sly wink. ■ to have forty winks to have a short 
sleep during the day (informal use). ■ not to 
sleep a wink, not to get a wink of sleep not to 
sleep at all during the night (informal use), 

winkle ['wigkl] tt a small sea creature that 
lives in a shell and can be eaten. 

♦ winkle out vt sep GB -1. to winkle sthg out 
to remove sthg from a place with difficulty. 
-2. to winkle sthg out of sb [truth, story, con¬ 

fession] to make sb tell sthg with difficulty. 

winner ['wm3r] n -1. a person who wins a 
prize, medal, competition etc □ the winner of 
last year's Pulitzer Prize □ a Nobel Prize winner. 
-2. to be a winner [book, idea] to be a success 
(informal use) □ His latest movie is a real winner, 
m to be onto a winner to have something that 
is successful or likely to succeed □ You're 
onto a winner with that new design. 

Winnie the Pooh fiwimda'pu:] a character in a 
series of children’s stories by A. A. Milne. 
He is a friendly bear who likes honey, 

winning [’winig] adj -1. the winning team/side/ 
goal etc the team/side/goal etc that wins 
something □ Extracts from the winning entries 
will be published in next month's edition. -2. a 
winning smile a smile that is attractive and 
makes people like one. 

♦ winnings tipi money that has been won in 
a game or competition. 

winning post « GB the place where a horse 
race ends. 

Winnipeg [’winipeg] -1. a city in Manitoba, 
central Canada, population: 610,773. -2. 
Lake Winnipeg a lake in Manitoba, central 
Canada. 

winsome ['winsam] adj [smile, child] that is at¬ 
tractive and pleasant in a simple way (liter¬ 
ary use). 

winter ['wintar] tt the coldest season of the 
year, between autumn and spring □ Winter is 
my favorite season. □ a winter's night □ two win¬ 
ters ago □ It gets very cold there in winter. □ win¬ 
ter clothes/months/weather. 

winter sports ttpl sports that take place in 
the snow or on ice, such as skiing or skat¬ 
ing. 

wintertime ['wintataim] n winter □ / hate this 
country in wintertime. 

wint(e)ry ['wint(3)ri] adj [weather, landscape, 

wind] that is cold or snowy and typical of 
winter □ wintry showers. 

wipe [waip] o vt [window, floor, nose] to re¬ 
move dirt or liquid from <sthg> by rubbing 
it lightly, especially with one’s hand, with a 
cloth, or against another surface □ Don't for¬ 
get to wipe your feet, o tt the act of wiping 
something □ Give your face/the table a wipe. 

♦ wipe away vt sep to wipe sthg away [tear, 

dirt, blood] to remove sthg, especially by wip¬ 
ing it with a cloth or hand. 

♦ wipe out vt sep -1. to wipe sthg out [writing, 

trace, footprint] to remove sthg completely. 
-2. to wipe sthg out [population, species] to de¬ 
stroy sthg completely □ Whole communities 
were wiped out by the famine. 
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♦ wipe up o vt sep to wipe sthg up [dirt, mess, 

waterl to remove sthg by wiping it with a 
cloth, o vi: I'm sick of wiping up after that dog. 

wiper [’waip3r] n = windshield wiper, 

wire ['waisr] o « -1. a very thin long length of 
metal that bends easily □ metal/copper wire □ 
a wire fence. -2. electricity a long wire, 
usually covered in plastic, along which elec¬ 
tricity passes □ a loose/an electric wire. 
-3. radio a message sent using electrical or 
radio signals and delivered in printed form □ 
I received a wire yesterday, 
o vt -1. to wire sthg to sthg to tie sthg to 
sthg with wire. -2. electricity [plug, house] to 
connect electrical wires to <sthg> □ The 
washing machine wasn't properly wired. -3. 
[person] to send a telegram to <sb>. -4. to 
send <money> from one bank to another 
by electronic means. 

♦ wire up vt sep to wire sthg up [stereo, video] 

to connect electrical wires to <sthg> □ Are 
you wired up for Cable TV? 

wire brush n a brush made of stiff wire for 
cleaning metal. 

wire cutters npl a tool for cutting wire □ a 
pair of wire cutters. 

wireless [’waialas] n a radio (old-fashioned use), 

wire netting n a material made of twisted 
wire with a lot of holes in it, used for mak¬ 
ing fences □ a piece of wire netting. 

wire-tapping [-taepig] n the activity of listen¬ 
ing secretly to somebody’s telephone calls, 
using a special electronic device, 

wire wool n GB a mass of very fine wire, 
used for cleaning pans, ovens etc. 

wiring [‘waiarir)] n the wires that carry elec¬ 
tricity around a building, 

wiry fwaiori] (compar wirier, superl wiriest) adj 
-1. [hair] that is strong and rough. -2. [person, 

body] that is thin but strong. 

Wisconsin [wis'konssn] a state in the northern 
USA, between Lake Superior and Lake 
Michigan, abbreviation: WI. size: 145,438 sq 
kms. population: 4,891,769 (Wisconsinites). 
capital: Madison. 

wisdom ['wizdsm] « the quality of being wise 
□ Many people questioned the wisdom of the de¬ 
cision. 

wisdom tooth n one of the four large back 
teeth that are the last to grow in one’s 
mouth. 

wise [waiz] adj [choice, decision] that is practi¬ 
cal and intelligent and made with a good 
understanding of the likely results □ You'd be 
wise to accept the offer. □ He was a wise and 
kindly father. ■ to get wise to sthg to realize 
sthg dishonest is happening (informal use) □ / 
soon got wise to their little game. ■ to be no 
wiser or none the wiser to know no more 
about something even after someone has 
tried to explain it; not to be aware of some¬ 
thing that has happened □ She explained it to 
me in great detail, but I'm still none the wiser. □ 
We'll just switch them around and no-one will be 

, any the wiser. 
♦ wise up vi to realize what a person or 

situation is really like (informal use) □ You'd 
better wise up fast. 

wisecrack I'waizknek] n a clever remark that 
is meant to be amusing. 

wisely ['waizli] adv [choose, decide, ignore] see 
wise □ We must spend this money wisely. 

wish [wif] Ott-1. a desire □ a wish to see the 
world □ his wish for a stable family life □ my 
dearest wish. -2. a desire for something that 
can only happen or be made true by magic, 
often expressed silently or in a special way 
□ If I could make a wish, that's what I'd have. 
o vf -1. to wish to do sthg to want to do 
sthg (formal use) □ / wish to speak to my lawyer. 
-2. to want <sthg> to happen or to be true 
even though one knows that it is unlikely or 
impossible □ / wish (that) I could fly. □ / wish 
(that) I were dead. □ / wish (that) I’d never met 
her. -3. to wish sb sthg [luck, success] to tell 
sb that one hopes they will have sthg □ We 
all wish you a happy birthday/a merry Christmas. 
■ to wish sb well to hope that sb will have 
success or good luck. 

♦ wishes npl best wishes a phrase used to 
say one hopes that somebody will be hap¬ 
py, healthy etc □ Best wishes on your birthday. 
□ Give my best wishes to Anne when you see 
her. ■ (with) best wishes a phrase used at the 
end of an informal letter before signing 
one’s name. 

♦ wish for vt fus to wish for sthg to think 
about sthg that one would like and hope 
that it might happen □ You're the best friend 
anyone could wish for. 

♦ wish on vt sep I wouldn't wish this on any¬ 
one I don’t want this to happen to anybody 
else because it is so unpleasant □ / wouldn't 
wish a broken leg on my worst enemy. 

wishbone ['wijboun] n the bone shaped like a 
V in the breast of a chicken, turkey etc that 
two people pull apart to decide who is go¬ 
ing to make a wish. 

wishful thinking [,wijfl-] n something one 
wants or hopes for that is unlikely to hap¬ 
pen or be true. 

wishy-washy ['wiJiwdJT] adj [person, idea, be¬ 

havior] that one thinks is not forceful or clear 
enough (informal and disapproving use). 

wisp [wisp] n -1. [of hair, grass, straw] a thin 
piece of something □ She brushed a wisp of 
hair from her face. -2. a wisp of smoke/steam 
etc a small, thin, twisting line of smoke/ 
steam etc. 

wispy ['wispi] (compar wispier, super! wispiest) 
adj [hair, beard] that grows in thin, untidy 
bunches. 

wisteria [wi'stiaria] n a climbing plant with 
pale purple flowers that hang down. 

wistful [’wistfl] adj [person] who seems sad 
and thoughtful, e.g. because they want 
something that they cannot have □ a wistful 
look/smile. 

wit [wit] n -1. the ability to say or write clev¬ 
er and amusing things □ She has a sharp wit. 
-2. someone who says or writes clever and 
amusing things □ He has a reputation as some- 
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thing of a wit. -3. to have the wit to do sthg to 
have the intelligence to do sthg that is right 
and appropriate for the situation a Luckily 
she had the wit to ask for his address. 

♦ wits npl to have or keep one's wits about 
one to be ready to think and act quickly. ■ 
to be scared out of one's wits to be very 
scared (informal use). ■ to be at one's wits' 
end to be so worried or desperate that one 
does not know what to do. 

witch [witJ] n a woman who is supposed to 
have magical powers and sometimes uses 
them to harm other people, 

witchcraft [US 'witfkraeft, GB -kraift] « the use 
of magic to make bad things happen, 

witchdoctor ['witJdDktal « a man who is sup¬ 
posed to be able to use magic to make 
things happen, especially to make sick peo¬ 
ple well. 

witch hazel n a clear liquid that is put on 
sore places on the skin to heal them; the 
tree from which this liquid is produced, 

witch-hunt n an attempt to find and remove 
or punish any members of a group who are 
considered to be dangerous or unacceptable 
(disapproving use). 

with [wid] prep -1. Tom is with Joe Tom and 
Joe are together □ My partner is coming with 
me to the conference. □ / used to play tennis 
with him. ■ I stayed with her I stayed at her 
house. -2. to argue/fight with sb to argue/ 
fight against sb □ / had a slight disagreement 
with my boss. ■ the war with Germany the 
war against Germany. -3. to cut sthg with a 
knife to use a knife to cut sthg (used to 
speak about a tool or instrument) □ She 
pushed back her hair with her hand. -4. used to 
speak about the way something is done, or 
the feeling one has when doing it □ The mat¬ 
ter needs to be handled with great care. □ I'll do 
it with pleasure. □ "Yes," he said with a smile. 
-5. a man with a beard a man who has a 
beard (used to show a quality or feature of a 
person or thing) □ The computer comes com¬ 
plete with a printer. -6. used to specify the 
subject one is talking about. ■ good with 
cars good at dealing with cars □ He's very 
mean with money. □ There shouldn't be any prob¬ 
lem with delivery dates. -7. used to show that 
two things happen at the same time. ■ with 
you watching while you are watching □ / 
can't concentrate with the radio on. -8. used to 
show the cause of something. ■ with this 
weather because of this weather □ With the 
situation as it is, we'll be lucky to make a profit. ■ 
to tremble with fear to tremble because one 
is afraid. -9. phrases are you with me? do you 
understand? ■ are you with us? do you sup¬ 
port us? ■ I'm with you I agree with you. 

♦ with it adj to be with it to be fashionable, 

withdraw [wid'dro:] (pt withdrew, pp with¬ 
drawn) o vt -1. to remove <sthg>, often 
slowly and carefully (formal use) □ She with¬ 
drew her hand from his. -2. finance to take 
<money> out of a bank account □ / withdrew 
$500 from my account. -3. military [force, per¬ 

sonnel] to remove <one’s troops> from a 

place, often to avoid being defeated □ The 
peace-keeping force is being withdrawn. -4. 
[comment, statement, offer] to say that one did 
not mean <sthg one said> □ / withdraw that 
remark. 
o vi -1. [from a place] to leave or move back¬ 
ward (formal use) □ / quickly withdrew from the 
room. □ / withdrew to the bathroom/withdrew to 
a safe distance. -2. military to move out or 
away, often to avoid being defeated □ The 
UN is withdrawing from the area. □ The army 
withdrew to safety. -3. [from a competition, deal, 

debate] to decide not to take part in an activ¬ 
ity □ Our delegates have withdrawn from the 
conference in protest. 

withdrawal [wid'droisl] « -1. [of aid, support, 

funding] the removal of something that was 
helping somebody do something □ Since the 
withdrawal of government subsidies, the compa¬ 
ny has been in crisis. -2. military the act of 
moving out or away, often to avoid defeat □ 
Britain and the US are considering a full-scale 
withdrawal. -3. [from a competition, deal] a deci¬ 
sion not to take part in something □ Such a 
move might prompt their withdrawal from the 
talks. -4. [of a comment, remark, offer] the act 
of saying that one did not mean something 
one has said □ We welcome the withdrawal of 
the allegations. -5. medicine the painful period 
a person goes through when they stop tak¬ 
ing drugs such as heroin. -6. finance an 
amount of money that is withdrawn from a 
bank account □ The last withdrawal isn't shown 
on the statement. 

withdrawal symptoms npl the bad physical 
and mental effects a person feels when they 
stop taking addictive drugs, 

withdrawn [wid'droin] o past participle of with¬ 
draw. o adj [person] who is quiet and does 
not want to talk to anyone often because 
they are unhappy. 

withdrew [wid'dru;] past tense of withdraw, 

wither ['widar] o vi -1. [plant, flower, leaf] to be¬ 
come dry and smaller and begin to die. 
-2. [hope, joy, enthusiasm] to become less, 
o vt [plant, flower, leaf] The sun has withered 
everything in the garden. 

withered ['widard] adj -1. [plant, flower, leaf] 

that is dry and dead. -2. [leg, arm] that is thin 
and weak because of illness, 

withering ['widarir)] adj a withering look/ 
remark etc a look/remark etc that is intend¬ 
ed to make somebody feel stupid and em¬ 
barrassed □ "Don't be ridiculous!" she said, with 
a withering look. 

withhold [wid'hould] (pt & pp withheld [-'held]) 

vt -1. [service, information, evidence] to refuse 
to give <sthg> to somebody □ They are ac¬ 
cused of withholding documents relevant to the 
trial. -2. US [taxes] to take <taxes> out of 
somebody’s wages. 

withholding [wid'houldig] n US a system of 
taking employees’ income tax out of their 
wages before they are paid □ withholding tax. 

within [wid'in] o prep -1. within the area in¬ 
side the area, and not beyond it □ We hope 
to fill the job from within the organization. ■ a 
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feeling within me a feeling inside me. 
-2. within a limit not beyond a limit □ We 
have to remain within a strict budget. □ It is pos¬ 
sible within the terms of the agreement. -3. 
within 50 miles of Dallas not more than 50 
miles from Dallas. ■ within a month before 
a month has passed □ If confirmation is not 
received with 28 days, the order will be canceled, 
o adv inside a building or room □ 'Enquire 
within.' 

without [wid'aut] prep -1. to be without sthg 
not to have sthg □ a candidate without any ex¬ 
perience. ■ I went out without an umbrella I 
went out and did not take an umbrella □ "/ 
suppose so," she said, without much enthusiasm. 
-2. without a sound not making a sound □ 
He left without a word. ■ she left without say¬ 
ing goodbye she left and did not say good¬ 
bye □ We must be firm without being rude. 

withstand [wid'strend] {pt & pp withstood 
[-’stud]) vt [pressure, criticism, wind] not to be 
changed, hurt, or damaged by <sthg> □ It is 
designed to withstand high temperatures. □ Will 
he be able to withstand the pressures? 

witness [‘witnos] o vt -1. [accident, crime, 

change! to see <an important event> happen 
□ Did anyone witness the accident? □ We are 
witnessing an economic miracle. -2. [contract, 

will] to be there when somebody signs <a 
document> and write one’s name on it to 
show that it is really that person’s signature 
a I need someone to witness my signature. 
On-1. a person who sees a crime, accident 
etc take place □ Police are calling for witnesses 
to the attack to come forward. ■ to be witness 
to sthg [to an event] to see sthg happen. 
-2. [in court] a person who gives information 
about a crime or an event in court □ The wit¬ 
ness was cross-examined at length. -3. to bear 
witness to sthg [to a fact, story] to show or 
prove that sthg is true □ Her red eyes bore wit¬ 
ness to the fact that she had been crying. -4. [to 

a document, contract, will] a person who offi¬ 
cially witnesses the signing of a document □ 
The form should be signed in the presence of 
two witnesses. 

witness stand us, witness box gb n the 
place where a witness stands or sits in court 
to answer questions. 

witticism ['witosizm] n something clever and 
amusing that somebody says or writes, 

witty ['witi] {compar wittier, super! wittiest) adj 
[person, book, story] that is clever and amus¬ 
ing □ She made a witty speech. 

wives [waivz] plural of wife, 

wizard [’wizard] n -1. a man with magical 
powers. -2. somebody who is very good at 
a particular activity or sport □ a financial wiz¬ 
ard □ He's a wizard at chess/calculus. 

wizened ['wiznd] adj [skin, face, person] that is 
old and covered in wrinkles, 

wk abbr of week. 

WO n abbr of warrant officer, 

wobble ['wDbl] vi [chair, glass, ball] to move 
slightly from side to side, e.g. because it is 
not fixed firmly or is not in a steady posi¬ 

tion a The table wobbles when you lean on it. □ 
She wobbled as she set off down the slope, but 
managed to regain her balance. 

wobbly ['wDbli] (compar wobblier, superl wob¬ 
bliest) adj [chair, table, hand] that wobbles be¬ 
cause it is not fixed firmly or is not in a 
steady position (informal use). 

Wodehouse ['wudhaus], P. G. (1881-1975) a 
British writer, known for his humorous sto¬ 
ries about Bertie Wooster and his servant, 
Jeeves. 

woe [woo] « great sadness (literary use), 

wok [wok] n a deep round frying pan used in 
Chinese cooking, 

woke [wook] past tense of wake, 

woken [’woukn] past participle of wake, 

wolf [wulf] {pi wolves) on a wild animal like 
a large fierce dog that hunts other animals 
in a group, o vt to wolf sthg (down) to eat 
sthg quickly and greedily because one is 
hungry or in a hurry (informal use), 

wolf whistle « a loud whistle with a short 
rising note and a long falling note that some 
men make when they see an attractive 
woman in the street, 

wolves [wolvz] plural of wolf, 

woman ['wumon] {pi women) n -1. an adult fe¬ 
male person □ For many women, going out to 
work is a necessity, not an option. □ a woman 
doctor/teacher □ He still believes that a woman's 
place is in the home. -2. sb's woman sb's wife 
or female lover (informal use), 

womanhood ['wumonhud] n -1. the state of 
being an adult woman. -2. all the women in 
a particular society or country (literary use), 

womanizer [’wumanaizsn n a man who has 
sexual relationships with a lot of different 
women (disapproving use), 

womanly [’wumanli] adj [virtue, curve, beauty] 

that is typical of or considered suitable for a 
woman. 

womb [wu:m] n the organ in a woman's body 
in which a baby grows before it is bom. 

wombat ['wmnbaet] n an Australian animal 
with short legs and thick fur. 

women [’wimin] plural of woman, 

womenfolk ['wiminfook] npl the women of a 
family or community. 

Women's Institute n GB the Women's Insti¬ 
tute an organization for women whose ac¬ 
tivities include organizing social events and 
teaching skills connected with the home, 

women's lib [-'lib] « = women's liberation (in¬ 

formal use). 

women's liberation « = women's movement 
(old-fashioned use). 

women's movement « the women's move¬ 
ment a movement, started by women, that 
tries to improve the social and economic po¬ 
sition of women and give them the same 
rights as men. 

women's room « US a women’s public toilet. 

women's shelter us, women's refuge gb n 
a house where a woman whose husband 
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has been violent toward her can go with her 
children for protection, 

won [waii] past tense d? f ast participle of win. 

wonder ['wAndar] o « -1. the feeling of sur¬ 
prise, strangeness, and admiration caused by 
something unusual, very good, or unexpec¬ 
ted □ We looked in wonder. -2. it's a wonder 
it’s surprising □ It's a wonder that anyone es¬ 
caped alive. ■ (it's) no or little or small wonder 
it’s not surprising □ No wonder she left! □ It's 
little wonder (that) he's so unpopular. -3. a per¬ 
son or thing that other people admire or are 
surprised by □ Her husband's a wonder in the 
kitchen. ■ to work or do wonders to get very 
good results □ Getting a job has done wonders 
for his confidence. □ My hairdresser can work 
wonders with people's hair, 
o vt -1. to think about <sthg> that one is 
not sure about and try to reach an opinion 
about it □ / wonder who he is. □ We wondered 
why she had done it. □ / wonder if or wonder 
whether she'll come. -2. a word used to intro¬ 
duce a request or invitation in order to 
make it more polite □ / wonder if you could 
help me. □ We were wondering whether you 
were free for supper tonight, 
o vi -1. "Why do you ask?" — "Oh, I was just 
wondering." □ / often wonder about her reasons 
for leaving. -2. to wonder at sthg to be sur¬ 
prised by sthg (literary use), 

wonderful t'wAndorfl] adj [news, weather] that 
one thinks is very good □ It's wonderful to see 
you again! □ He's a truly wonderful writer. 

wonderfully ['wAndadh] adv wonderfully 
talented/relaxing etc very talented/relaxing 
etc. 

wonderland [’wAndadasnd] n a place one finds 
beautiful, strange, and exciting, 

wonk [wDnk] tt US a person who spends too 
much time working □ He turned out to be a 
policy wonk with few interests outside Washing¬ 
ton. 

wont [US wont, GB wount] o adj to be wont to 
do sthg to have a habit of doing sthg □ He's 
wont to lose his temper very quickly, o n as is 
one's wont as one has a habit of doing □ He 
smoked a cigar after lunch, as was his wont. 

won't [wount] = will not. 

woo [wu:] vt -1. to try to make <a woman> 
fall in love with one and marry one (old- 
fashioned or literary use). -2. to try to get the 
support of <sb> □ attempts to woo the stock¬ 
holders. 

wood [wud] n -1. the material of which the 
trunks and branches of trees are made, used 
for burning as fuel, making furniture, build¬ 
ing etc □ a pile of wood □ a wood floor/fire. -2. a 
large group of trees growing close together 
□ They got lost in the wood. -3. [in golf] a golf 
club with a wooden head, used for hitting 
the ball a long way. -4. phrases not to see 
the wood for the trees to fail to understand 
the main facts about something because one 
is thinking too much about small details. ■ 
knock on US or touch GB wood! a phrase used 
to say that one has been lucky up to the 
present, and that one hopes this will con¬ 

tinue in the future □ I've had no problems so 
far with the authorities, knock on wood! 

♦ woods npl a small forest. 

wooded [’wudad] adj [area, slope, land] that is 
covered in trees. 

wooden [’wudn] adj -1. [hut, door, box] that is 
made of wood. -2. [actor] who acts in a way 
that is not realistic or natural (disapproving 
use) □ He gave a pretty wooden performance. 

wooden spoon n a large spoon made of 
wood, used for cooking. ■ to win or get the 
wooden spoon GB to be last in a competition 
or sporting event. 

woodland [’wudland] n an area covered in 
trees. 

woodlouse [’wodlaus] (pi woodlice 1-lais]) n a 
small insect with a gray body and many legs 
that lives in damp places and under stones, 

woodpecker [’wudpek3r] n a bird with a very 
strong beak that makes holes in trees, 

wood pigeon n a large pigeon with white 
marks on its wings and neck, 

woodshed [’wudjed] n a small building where 
wood for burning, garden tools etc are kept, 

woodwind ['wudwind] o tt the woodwind the 
musical instruments in an orchestra that are 
made of wood and metal and are played by 
blowing through a reed or across a hole, 
o adj\ a woodwind instrument. 

woodwork ['wodw3:rk] n -1. the wooden parts 
of a house □ What color are you going to paint the 
woodwork? -2. the art or craft of making things 
out of wood □ I studied woodwork at school. 

woodworm [‘wodw3:rm] it -1. the young of a 
particular insect that make holes in wooden 
buildings or furniture. -2. the damage caused 
to wood by woodworm, 

woof [wuf] excl a sound that describes the 
noise of a dog barking. 

wool [wul] tt -1. the soft thick hair of a sheep. 
-2. the soft thick thread or material that is 
made from a sheep’s wool and is used to 
make sweaters, blankets etc □ a ball of wool □ 
a pure wool coat. -3. to pull the wool over sb's 
eyes to deceive sb by hiding facts or infor¬ 
mation from them (informal use), 

woolen us, woollen gb [’wolan] adj [sweater, 

scarf, socks] that is made of wool. 
♦ woolens npl clothes made of wool. 

Woolf [wulf], Virginia (1882-1941) a British 
writer whose experimental style played an 
important part in the development of the 
novel. Her work includes Mrs Dalloway and 
The Waves. 

woollen n GB = woolen. 

woolly [’woh] (contpar woollier, superl woolli¬ 
est, pi woollies) o adj -1. [sweater, hat] that is 
made of wool. -2. [thinking, idea, answer] that 
is not clear (informal and disapproving use), 
o it a piece of clothing made of wool, espe¬ 
cially one that is knitted (informal use). 

Wooster ['wost3r], Bertie in the comic novels 
of P. G. Wodehouse, a good-natured upper- 
class man who is not very intelligent, and 
who relies on his servant, Jeeves. 
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woozy ['wu:zi] (compar woozier, superl woozi- 
est) adj [person] who feels weak and dizzy, 
e.g. after having a general anesthetic (infor¬ 
mal use). 

Worcestershire sauce ['wosta'JV-] us, Worces¬ 
ter sauce GB [’wusta1-] n a thin brown 
liquid with a strong sharp taste, used to give 
food more flavor. 

word [w3:rd] o « -1. the smallest unit of spo¬ 
ken or written language that can be used 
alone □ What's the Arabic word for "man"? □ a 

translation 500 words long □ / can't find the 
words to express how I feel. ■ word for word 
[copy, repeat, learn] using exactly the same 
words □ You don't have to repeat what I say 
word for word. ■ in your own words [say, tell, 

write) without copying the way someone 
else has said or written something □ Try to 
describe it in your own words. ■ not in so many 
words not in a clear and direct way □ "Did 
she say yes?" — "Not in so many words, but she 
didn't say no." ■ too good/boring/funny for 
words so good/boring/funny that it cannot 
be described. ■ by word of mouth [find out, 

hear, spread] by speaking rather than writing. 
■ to put in a (good) word for sb to praise sb 
to a person in an important position, espe¬ 
cially in order to help them get a job, avoid 
punishment etc □ He's promised to put in a 
good word for me with the boss. ■ just say the 
word an invitation to say when one wants 
something to happen □ If you get tired, just 
say the word and we'll go back. ■ to have a 
word to have a quick talk with somebody in 
private, especially in order to ask for help or 
advice or because they have done some¬ 
thing wrong □ I'll have to have a word with him 
about his timekeeping. ■ to have words with sb 
to have an argument with sb (informal use). ■ 
to have the last word to make the final re¬ 
mark in an argument and feel that one has 
won the argument as a result □ You always 
have to have the last word, don’t you? ■ she 
doesn't mince her words she says what she 
thinks although she knows it may upset 
other people. ■ to weigh one's words to 
think carefully before speaking. ■ I couldn't 
get a word in edgewise or edgeways I did not 
have a chance to speak because someone 
else was talking all the time. -2. news □ Is 
there any word from the hospital? □ Word 
reached us that they were safe. -3. one's word 
one’s promise □ You have my word. ■ to give 
sb one's word to make a serious promise to 
sb □ / gave Kathleen my word we wouldn't be 
late again. • to be as good as one's word, to 
be true to one's word to do what one prom¬ 
ises □ He was as good as his word and turned up 
promptly at nine. 
o vt [letter, reply, essay] to write or prepare 
<sthg> by choosing the words carefully to 
express a particular meaning □ I'm not quite 
sure how to word my application □ They sent a 
strongly worded protest to the board. 

♦ in a word adv a phrase used to introduce a 
summary of what one has been saying a In a 
word, he's an idiot. 

♦ in other words adv a phrase used to intro¬ 
duce a simpler explanation or another way 

of saying something □ In other words, you 
don't think we ought to go. 

word game n any game in which the players 
have to find, change, or make words, 

wording [‘W3irdit)] n the words that are used 
to express something □ We haven't yet agreed 
on the final wording of the appeal. 

word-perfect adj to be word-perfect to be 
able to repeat every word of a particular 
text correctly from memory, 

wordplay ['w3;rdplei] n the clever or amusing 
use of words and their sounds and mean¬ 
ings. 

word processing « the activity of producing 
letters, reports, documents etc and storing 
information using a word processor, espe¬ 
cially in an office □ a word-processing package. 

word processor n a small computer or a 
piece of software used for producing letters, 
reports, documents etc. 

Wordsworth [w3:rdzw3:r0], William (1770— 
1850) a British Romantic poet, well known 
for his poems about nature, 

wordwrap ['w3:rdraep] n the ability of a word 
processor to start a new line automatically 
when one line is full. 

wordy ['w3:rdi] (compar wordier, superl wordi¬ 
est) adj [speech, letter, report] that one thinks 
is too long and contains too many words 
(disapproving use), 

wore [wo:r] past tense of wear, 

work [w3:rk] o n -1. [for an employer] a job that 
one is paid to do regularly; the tasks in¬ 
volved in this; the place where one goes to 
do this □ It isn't easy to find work around here. 
□ Are you interested in secretarial work? □ / try 
not to bring work home on the weekend. □ My 
work involves a lot of traveling. □ What time do 
you leave work? □ I'll give you my work number, 
in case you have to call me there. □ The work 
hours are flexible. ■ to be in/out of work to 
have/not have a regular job o The collapse of 
the industry means hundreds of people have 
been thrown out of work. -2. [at a particular activ¬ 

ity or task] any activity that requires effort 
and produces a result □ You can see she's put 
a lot of work into that drawing. □ school work □ A 
great deal of work has still to be done on the 
problem of air pollution. ■ to be at work to be 
working □ They were all hard at work in the 
kitchen. ■ you'll have your work cut out it 
won’t be easy for you □ We'll have our work 
cut out to finish by Friday. -3. art & literature 

a painting, piece of writing, sculpture etc □ 
an exhibition of work by Salvador Dali □ the com¬ 
plete works of Shakespeare. -4. phrase a nasty 
piece of work an unpleasant person, especial¬ 
ly one who is cruel or violent (informal use), 
o vi -1. [employee] to do a regular job for 
which one is paid □ For a time I worked as a 
secretary. □ She works for a large computer com¬ 
pany. -2. [person] to do an activity that re¬ 
quires effort and produces a result □ I'll be 
working on my thesis all summer. □ Your father's 
out working in the garage. -3. [radio, television, 

machine] to operate in the way it is supposed 
to □ The telephone isn't working. -4. [idea, plan] 
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to be successful □ It's risky, but It just might 
work. -5. [drug, treatment] to have the effect 
that is wanted □ The pills take about an hour to 
work. -6. to work against sb/sthg to harm 
sb/sthg □ The new legislation could work against 
small businesses. -7. to work loose/free/open 
[knot, catch, fastening] to gradually Jpecome 
loose/free/open as a result of repeated small 
movements. 
o vt -1. to work sb hard to make sb work 
very hard □ She works us all pretty hard. 
-2. [camera, computer, washing machine] to op¬ 
erate <sthg> □ / don't know how to work the 
printer. -3. [wood, metal, clay] to forrm-fca ma¬ 
terial or substance> into shapes or objects 
using tools or one’s hands. -4. to work the 
land to prepare land to grow crops on. -3. to 
work one's way somewhere to gradually 
move in a particular direction; to gradually 
reach a particular level in one’s career □ 
Barclay was working his way slowly toward the 
door. □ In three years, Pears had worked her way 
up to the position of chief executive. 

♦ works o n a place, e.g. a factory, where 
something is made □ a steel/gas works, o npl 
-1. [of a clock, machine! the moving parts of 
something. -2. activities such as building or 
repairing public buildings, roads etc □ engi¬ 
neering works. -3. the works everything con¬ 
nected with a particular activity (informal 
use) o We had champagne, party hats, the works! 

♦ work at vt fus to work at sthg to try to im¬ 
prove sthg □ We must work harder at improving 
customer relations. 

♦ work off vt sep to work sthg off [one s anger, 

frustration] to get rid of a feeling by doing a 
physical activity □ / had to go for a jog to work 
off my frustration. 

♦ work on vt fus -1. to work on sthg to spend 
time doing sthg □ / can't come out tonight — 
I've got to work on my report for Liz Brewer. -2. 
to work on sthg [assumption, principle] to make 
sthg a basis for one’s decisions or actions □ 
Police are working on the theory that the victim 
knew his attacker. -3. to work on sb to try to 
persuade sb to do or say something □ I'll 
work on John and see if I can get him to agree. 

♦ work out o vt sep -1. to work sthg out [solu¬ 

tion, approach] to think about sthg carefully 
in order to find the best way of doing it □ 
I've managed to work out a way of getting there 
by car. -2. to work sthg out [answer, total, 

square root] to find sthg by doing a calcula¬ 
tion □ Work out what it would cost to buy the 
land. 

o vi -1. to work out well/badly [plan, event! to 
have a good/bad result □ The arrangements 
have worked out really well. -2. [situation] to be 
successful, especially after a long period of 
time □ We did get married, but it just didn't work 
out. -3. [person] to do physical exercises in a 
gym to make one’s muscles stronger □ He 
works out twice a week. -4. it works out at $20 
it costs $20, after all the calculations have 
been done □ When we'd added everything up, 
the total bill worked out at $50 per person. 

♦ work up vt sep -1. to work oneself up to al¬ 
low oneself to become very angry or upset 

□ Eventually he worked himself up into a real pan¬ 
ic. -2. to work up sthg [courage, enthusiasm] to 
make oneself have a particular feeling □ / 
could barely work up the energy to get out of 
bed. ■ to work up an appetite to do sthg to 
make oneself feel hungry, 

workable ['W3:rk3bl] adj [plan, system, solution] 

that can be used and can be successful □ We 
eventually achieved a workable compromise. 

workaday ['w3:rk3dei] adj [person, activity, rou¬ 

tine] that one thinks is ordinary and not very 
exciting (disapproving use), 

workaholic [.wadka'hDlik] n a person who en¬ 
joys working very hard and cannot relax 
easily. 

workbasket [US 'w3irkbaesk3t, GB 'w3:kba:sk3t] 
n a basket or other container that equip¬ 
ment for sewing, knitting etc is kept in. 

workbench ['w3:rkbentj] « a strong table used 
for working with tools. 

workbook ['y3:rkbuk] n a schoolbook contain¬ 
ing questions and spaces in which the stu¬ 
dent writes the answers, 

workday ['w3:rkdei] n a day when one works 
and which is not a holiday □ / get up at seven 
on workdays. 

worked-up [,w3:rkt-] adj [person] who is upset, 
angry, or worried about something □ There's 
no need to get so worked-up about it! 

worker ['w3:rkor[ n somebody who works in a 
particular company, industry, or organiza¬ 
tion □ a farm/a manual/an office worker □ work¬ 
ers' rights. ■ a hard/fast/good worker some¬ 
one who works hard/fast/well, 

worker's compensation « us & aus money 
paid to a worker to compensate for loss of 
earnings as a result of an injury or illness at 
work. 

workforce ['w3:rkfo:rs] tt all the workers of a 
factory, country etc, considered as a group, 

workhouse ['w3:rkhaus, p>l -hauziz] n GB in the 
19th century, a place where poor people did 
boring and tiring jobs in return for food and 
accommodation. 

working [’w3:rkig] adj -1. working people peo¬ 
ple who have a job □ Working mothers have to 
juggle the demands of their families with their 
jobs. -2. working clothes clothes that are de¬ 
signed for people to work in and are practi¬ 
cal rather than attractive. -3. working con¬ 
ditions/practices the conditions/practices that 
one has in one’s job □ They are introducing 

new working practices. -4. working hours the 
period of time during a day that one spends 
doing one’s job □ The working hours here are 
flexible. 

♦ workings np>l [of a system, machine, organiza¬ 

tion] the way in which something works □ 
It's difficult to understand the workings of his 
mind. 

working capital « the money that a company 
has to carry out its business, not including 
the money invested in its buildings, equip¬ 
ment etc. 

working class « the working class(es) the 
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people in society who work with their 
hands and are not rich or powerful. 

♦ working-class adj [family, area, background] 
that is connected with or belongs to the 
working class, 

working day n = Workday, 

working group « a group of people formed 
to examine a particular subject or problem 
and write a report about it. 

working knowledge « to have a working 
knowledge of sthg to have enough knowl¬ 
edge about sthg to be able to use it □ / have 
a working knowledge of Japanese. 

working man n a man who works, 

working model n [of a car, machine] a model 
of something with moving parts, 

working order « to be in working order [car, 
machine, engine] to be working correctly □ It's 
a little rusty, but apart from that It's In perfect 
working order. 

working week n the hours or days of work 
done in a week □ a five-day/forty-hour working 
week. 

workload ['w3:rkloud] n the amount of work a 
person or machine has to do □ I've got a 
heavy workload this week. 

workman ['w3:rkm3n] {pi workmen [-man]) n a 
man who does work with his hands, such 
as repairing roads or buildings, 

workmanship ['w3:rkmanfip] n the amount of 
skill with which work is done □ good/poor 
workmanship. 

workmate ['w3:rkmeit] « a friend that one 
works with. 

work of art n -1. art a painting, statue etc 
which is considered to be very good. -2. 
something produced with great skill □ The 
wedding cake was a real work of art. 

workout [’w3:rkaut] n a period of physical ex¬ 
ercise, usually in a gym- 

work permit « an official document which al¬ 
lows a person to work in a foreign country, 

workplace ['w3:rkpleis] n the office, factory etc 
in which one works □ sexual harassment in 
the workplace. 

work placement « a period of time that a 
student spends working in a business, in¬ 
dustry etc as part of a course of study, 

work release « US a system that allows pris¬ 
oners to leave prison during the day to go 
to work. 

workroom ['w3:rkru:m] n a room in which 
work of a particular kind is done, 

works council n GB a group made up of 
workers and employers that discusses prob¬ 
lems and questions relating to work in a 
business, factory etc. 

workshop ['w3:rkjDp] n -1. [in a home] a room 
in which work is done with tools. -2. [in a 
factory] the part of a factory where work is 
done with tools, machines are mended etc. 
-3. [at a conference] a period of study and 
practical work on a particular subject for a 
group of people □ a poetry/drama workshop. 

workstation ['w3:rksteifn] n computing a desk 

and computer, usually connected to the 
main computer system in an office, at which 
a person works. 

work surface « a flat surface in a kitchen, 
usually with a cupboard, refrigerator etc 
underneath, on which food is prepared, 

worktable ['w3:rkteibl] n a table on which a 
particular kind of work is done, 

worktop ['w3:rktDp] n GB = work surface, 

work-to-rule n GB a protest by workers that 
involves strictly following all the rules relat¬ 
ing to their work so that their rate of work 
becomes very slow, 

work week n us = working week, 

world [w3:rld] o « -1. the world the planet on 
which we live and all the people, places etc 
on it .□ the biggest country in the world □ a 
round-the-world trip. ■ how/what/where in the 

world? a phrase used in a question to ex¬ 
press surprise or to emphasize what one is 
saying □ What in the world are you doing here? 
□ Where in the world did you find that? ■ the 

world over everywhere in the world □ Human 
nature is the same the world over. -2. [planet] a 
planet, especially one where there may be 
living things □ other worlds. -3. [society] the 
society that we live in □ The world is becom¬ 
ing a dangerous place. ■ to be dead to the 

world to be deeply asleep or unconscious. 
-4. [somebody's surroundings] the surroundings 
in which somebody lives □ London is a differ¬ 
ent world after New York, m the best of both 

worlds the good parts of two different situa¬ 
tions without the bad parts □ Living in the 
country and working in the city gives us the best 
of both worlds. -5. [area] an area of learning or 
activity □ the world of the theater □ the world of 
art. -6. [somebody's life] somebody’s life and 
the experiences they have □ We come from 
different worlds. □ the adult world. -7. the 

animal/plant etc world animal/plants etc con¬ 
sidered as a group of living things with cer¬ 
tain shared features □ the plant/animal/insect 
world. -8. phrases to think the world of sb to 
care about sb very much. □ Katy thinks the 
world of you, you know. ■ to do one the world 

of good to be very good for one □ A vacation 
will do you the world of good. ■ a world of dif¬ 

ference a very big difference □ It makes a 
world of difference having an assistant, 
o comp a world language/religion etc a lan¬ 
guage/religion etc that is important through¬ 
out the world. ■ a world cruise/tour a cruise/ 
tour that involves visits to many different 
countries. 

World Bank n the World Bank an internation¬ 
al bank, controlled by the United Nations, 
created in 1945 to lend money to poor 
countries. 

world-class adj [athlete, tennis player, singer] 

who is among the best in the world. 

World Cup n the World Cup a soccer competi¬ 
tion held every four years in which teams 
from all over the world take part □ the World 
Cup team/final. 

world-famous adj [writer, musician, actor] who 
is known all over the world. 
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worldly [‘w3irldli] adj -1. [thought, care, pleasure) 
that is concerned with the material things of 
this life such as money and luxuries rather 
than spiritual things. □ We should put aside 
such worldly considerations. ■ worldly goods 
the property and goods a person owns. -2. 
[person] who has a lot of experience and 
knowledge about life and human nature □ 
"Well, you know what women are like," he said 
in a wordly way. 

world music n popular music from non- 
Westem countries, especially African coun¬ 
ties. 

world power n a country that is powerful 
enough to affect political and economic 
events all over the world. 

World Series n the World Series a series of 
baseball games played every year to decide 
which is the best North American baseball 
team. 

W WORLD SERIES 
The World Series is a set of up to seven 
games that is played at the end of the base¬ 
ball season between the champions of the 
two main US leagues, the National League 
and the American League. The winning 
team is the first one to win four games. It is 
one of the most important sporting events 
of the year in the USA, and traditionally the 
first ball of the series is thrown by the Presi¬ 
dent. 

World Service « a radio station of the BBC in 
London whose programs can be heard in 
many different countries. 

World Trade Center: the World Trade Center 
two very tall office towers in New York 
City. 

World War I [-'waii] « a war that was fought 
in Europe from 1914 to 1918. Britain, the 
USA, France, and Russia defeated Germany 
and Turkey. 

World War II [ -'tu:] « a war that was fought in 
Europe and the Far East from 1939 to 1945. 
Britain, the USA, France, and the Soviet Un¬ 
ion defeated Germany and Japan. 

world-weary adj [person] who no longer en¬ 
joys life □ a world-weary sigh/attitude. 

worldwide [’w3:rldwaid] o adj [depression, prob¬ 

lem, phenomenon] that affects the whole 
world, o adv throughout the whole world □ 
Their products became known worldwide. □ It 
made news worldwide. 

World Wide Web n the World Wide Web a 
huge collection of information, consisting of 
text, graphics, moving images and sound, 
available on the Internet. 

worm [w3:rm] o n a small thin creature with 
no legs or bones, especially one that lives in 
the earth or inside other animals, o vt -1. to 
worm one's way to manage to reach a par¬ 
ticular place by wriggling or moving slowly 
□ She managed to worm her way to the front. 
-2. to worm one's way into sb's affections/ 
heart/confidence to win sb’s affection/love/ 

trust gradually, e.g. by pretending to like 
them (disapproving use). 

♦ worms npl a disease that can affect animals 
and humans, in which tiny worms live in¬ 
side the body and feed off it. 

♦ worm out vt sep to worm sthg out of sb [se¬ 
cret, truth, information] to find out sthg from 
sb gradually, especially by winning their 
trust, asking lots of questions etc. 

worn [wo:rn] o past participle of wear, o adj 
-1. [carpet, sleeve, suit] that has become thin 
in places as a result of use over a long peri¬ 
od. -2. to look worn [person] to look tired. 

worn-out adj -1. [carpet, shoe, clothes] that is 
so damaged by use over a long period of 
time that it can no longer be used. -2. to be 
worn-out [person] to be very tired □ You look 
completely worn-out after that walk! 

worried [us 'w3:rid, gb ’wat-] adj [person] who 
is unhappy because they cannot stop think¬ 
ing about something unpleasant that has 
happened or might happen □ a worried 
frown/look □ I'm really worried about her/my 
work, ■ to be worried sick to be very worried. 

worrier [US 'w3:rir, GB wAria] n a person who 
worries a lot. 

worry [US 'w3:ri, GB 'wah] {pi worries, pt & pp 
worried) o « -1. a feeling of unhappiness 
caused by thinking about something un¬ 
pleasant that has happened or might happen 
□ financial worry. -2. a problem that makes 
one feel worried □ Tony has enough worries, 
o vt to make <sb> feel worried □ What she 
said really worried me. o vi to be worried □ 
Don’t worry. □ She worries about the mortgage/ 
her children. 

worrying [us ’w3:rnr), gb 'wAr-] adj [situation, 
development, position] that causes worry □ The 
worrying thing is,... 

worrywart [US 'w3:riwo:rt, GB 'wAriwort] n us a 
person who worries too much (informal use). 

worse [w3irs] o adj used as the comparative 
of “bad” □ / thought my Spanish was bad, but 
his is worse. □ My cooking is worse than my 
wife's. □ Things are even worse than I thought. ■ 
to get worse [situation, condition, illness] to be¬ 
come more serious; [personl to become more 
sick □ Things are getting worse every day. □ / 
think my cough is getting worse, 

o adv used as the comparative of “badly” □ 
The soccer team did worse than expected. ■ to 
be worse off to have less money; to be in a 
more unpleasant situation □ The tax increases 
mean we'll all be worse off. □ With no job and a 
big loan to pay back, we couldn't be worse off. 

o n something worse □ The news is bad, and 
there's worse to come. ■ to change for the 
worse [situation, weather, character] to become 
more unpleasant. 

worsen ['w3:rsn[ o vi [situation, crisis, weather] 
to become worse □ The situation at home 
steadily worsened, o vt [situation, crisis, condi¬ 
tion] to make <sthg> become worse □ His 
intervention served only to worsen the crisis. 

worsening ['w3:rsnir)] adj [weather, situation, 
condition] that is getting worse. 
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worship ['wa’/fip] (us pt & pp worshiped, cont 
worshiping, GB pt & pp worshipped, cont wor¬ 
shipping) o vt -1. religion to show respect 
and love for <God or a god>, e.g. by singing 
hymns or saying prayers. -2. [person, leader, 
pop star] to admire or love <sb> very much, 
especially without questioning, o n -1. 
religion the act of worshiping □ a place of 
worship. -2. the act of worshiping a person □ 
hero worship. 

♦ Worship n GB Your/Her/His Worship the for¬ 
mal way to address a magistrate or mayor. 

worshiper us, worshipper gb ['w3:rJipar] n re¬ 

ligion a person who worships God or a god. 

worst [w3:rst] o adj used as the superlative of 
“bad” □ That's the worst movie I've seen in 
years! □ It was his worst performance ever, 
o adv used as the superlative of “badly” □ / 
did worst in the written exam. □ It's difficult to 
say who came off worst. □ Supplies are now 
reaching the worst-hit areas, 
o n the worst the worst thing, situation etc 
□ / was prepared for the worst, n At least the 
worst is over, m if the worst comes to the 
worst if the situation becomes very bad □ If 
the worst comes to the worst, I can always get a 
part-time job. ■ to get the worst of sthg to be 
affected in the most serious way by sthg □ 
Florida got the worst of the bad weather. 

♦ at (the) worst adv if the situation becomes 
really bad □ At worst we can always catch a lat¬ 
er plane. 

worsted ['wostad] n a cloth made of wool 
that is used to make suits, skirts, trousers 
etc. 

worth [w3:r0] o prep -1. to be worth an 
amount of money to have the value of a par¬ 
ticular amount of money □ It's worth $50/a 
fortune. □ How much is your house worth? -2. to 
be worth doing to be good, useful, enjoyable 
etc enough to do □ It's worth contacting her to 
find out. □ / know I spoil him, but he’s worth it. □ 
That book isn't worth reading. □ Don’t start argu¬ 
ing with them. It's not worth it. 
o n -1. $5,000 worth of sthg the amount of 
sthg that one can buy for $5,000 □ They stole 
$25,000 worth of computers. -2. value or im¬ 
portance □ He seems to have a low opinion of 
his own worth. -3. a week's/year's etc worth of 
sthg an amount of sthg that can last for a 
week/year etc □ a week's worth of shopping. 

worthless [’w3:r0l3s] adj -1. [object) that has 
no value □ The ring turned out to be worthless. 
-2. [person] who has no good qualities. 

worthwhile [,w3:r0'wail] adj [job, work, effort] 
that is worth doing □ It's worthwhile visiting 
the museum. 

worthy ['w3:rdi] (compar worthier, superl wor¬ 
thiest) adj -1. [successor, aim, cause] that de¬ 
serves respect and approval □ Tom Hornstein 
proved to be a worthy champion. -2. to be wor¬ 
thy of sthg [of trust, love, respect] to deserve 
sthg. -3. [effort, book] that is good but dull 
(disapproving use). 

would [stressed wud, unstressed wad] modal vb 
-1. used in reported speech when the main 
verb is in the past □ But you said you would 

come! □ He promised he would help me. □ They 
thought they would be doing me a favor. -2. I 
would tell you, if I knew the answer I can’t 
tell you the answer because I don’t know it 
(used to express the result of an imagined or 
possible event) □ What would you do if you lost 
your job? □ It would be nice if you could come. □ 
I would be grateful for some advice, ■ if | had 

known the answer, I would have told you I 
couldn’t tell you because I didn’t know the 
answer (used to express the result of an im¬ 
agined event in the past) □ If I hadn't fallen, I 
would have won the race. □ If it hadn't been for 
the traffic we would have arrived earlier, o With¬ 
out your help I would never have made it. -3. I 
would do anything I am willing to do any¬ 
thing □ / would travel miles to hear her sing, m 
he wouldn't move he refused to move □ She 
wouldn't tell us how much she'd spent on her 
dress. ■ the car wouldn't start the car didn’t 
start when I tried it. -4. used in polite offers 
and requests □ Would you like a drink? □ Would 
you mind closing the window? □ Hold that, would 
you? □ / would like to speak to the manager. 
-5. used to say that a particular action is 
typical of somebody’s behavior □ Well, she 
would say that, wouldn't she? □ "/ told him what 
I thought of him." — "You would!" -6. used to 
express an opinion in a polite or indirect 
way □ / would think fifty dollars would be 
enough. □ I would have thought it was too diffi¬ 
cult for her. -7. I would do it you should do it 
(used when giving advice) a I'd report it to the 
police, if I were you. □ / wouldn't spend so much 
on a birthday present. -8. used to express an 
action that happened regularly in the past □ 
When I was young, my father would take me fish¬ 
ing. □ Every morning he would bring me a cup of 
tea in bed. 

would-be adj a would-be writer/actor etc a 
person who would like to be a writer/an ac¬ 
tor etc but is not. 

wouldn't [ wudnt] = would not. 

would've ['wodsv] = would have. 

wound1 [wu:nd] on a cut or tear in the skin 
and flesh that usually bleeds, especially one 
caused by a knife, gun etc □ a bullet/knife 
wound □ He died of his wounds. □ a chest/head 
wound. ■ to lick one's wounds to feel sorry 
for oneself after a defeat or disappointment, 
o vf -1. to damage the skin and flesh of 
<sb>, especially by cutting or tearing with a 
weapon □ He was badly wounded in the battle. 
-2. to say or do something that makes <sb> 
feel hurt or upset □ Her remarks wounded me 

deeply. 

wound2 [waond] past tense & past participle of 

wind. 

wounded ['wurndad] o adj -1. [person] who 
has one or more wounds □ a wounded soldier. 
-2. [pride, feelings] that has been hurt by cruel 
words or actions □ It's just wounded pride, 
that's all. o npl the wounded all the people 
injured in a battle. 

Wounded Knee part of a Native American 
reservation where in 1890, 146 Sioux were 
massacred by US troops. It was the last 



wounding 1224 

military battle between Native Americans 
and whites. s 

wounding ['wurndit)] adj [remark, comment] 

that hurts somebody’s feelings. 

wove [woov] past tense of weave. 

woven fwoovn] past participle of weave. 

wow [wau] (informal use) o ex cl a word used 
to express admiration or surprise □ Wow! 
Look at that! o n a person or object that is 
very exciting, beautiful, or successful □ Liz 
was a real wow at the party! o vt [person, audi¬ 

ence, critics] to make <sb> feel admiration 
and surprise □ She wowed the audience with 
her version of "Summertime". 

WP « -1. abbr of word processor □ a WP opera¬ 
tor. -2. abbr of word processing. 

WPA (abbr of Works Progress Administration) 
« the WPA a US government body that crea¬ 
ted many jobs for the unemployed in the 
1930s as part of President Roosevelt’s New 
Deal. 

WPC (abbr of woman police constable) n GB a 
woman who is a constable in the British po¬ 
lice force. 

wpm (abbr of words per minute) a way of 
measuring how quickly a person can write, 
type, or take shorthand notes □ a typing 
speed of 60 wpm. 

WRAC [raek] (abbr of Women's Royal Army 
Corps) n the WRAC the women’s section of 
the British army. 

WRAF [reef] (abbr of Women's Royal Air Force) 
n the WRAF the women’s section of the Brit¬ 
ish air force. 

wrangle [’raerjgl] o « a noisy argument, espe¬ 
cially one that lasts a long time, o vi to 
have a wrangle with somebody □ She's al¬ 
ways wrangling with the bank manager over mon¬ 
ey. 

wrap [raep] (pt & pp wrapped, cont wrapping) 
o vt -1. [present, product, purchase] to put pa¬ 
per, cloth, plastic etc around <sthg> □ Wrap 
that cheese in some waxed paper. □ / wrapped a 
towel around my head. -2. to wrap one's arms/ 
fingers/legs around sthg to put one’s arms/ 
fingers/legs around sthg. o n a piece of cloth 
that one wears around one’s shoulders to 
keep warm. 

♦ wrap up o vt sep -1. to wrap sthg up [pres¬ 

ent, goods, box] to wrap sthg □ Could you wrap 
these up for me? -2. to wrap sthg up [deal, pro¬ 

gram] to complete sthg (informal use) □ Well, 
that about wraps it up for today, o vi wrap up 
well or warmly! put on plenty of warm 
clothes! 

wrapped up [,raept-] adj to be wrapped up in 
sb/sthg [in one's work, family, book] to give 
sb/sthg all one’s time and attention so that 
one does not notice other people or things 
(informal use) □ He's so wrapped up in his work 
he wouldn't notice if I left. 

wrapper ['raepor] n [of a book, chocolate, ice 

cream] a piece of paper or plastic that is put 
around something in order to protect it. 

wrapping ['raepirfi n, wrappings ['raepigz] npl 

material used to wrap something □ The book 
was still in its plastic wrapping. 

wrapping paper n decorative paper used for 
wrapping presents. 

wrath [ro0] n great anger (literary use). 

wreak [ri:k] vt to wreak havoc to cause a lot of 
damage or confusion. 

wreath [ri:0] « a circle of flowers and leaves 
worn on the head or placed on somebody’s 

grave. 

wreathe [ri:d] vt to be wreathed in sthg [in 
mist, smoke, light] to be covered in sthg (liter¬ 
ary use). 

wreck [rek] o « -1. a car, plane, train etc that 
has been destroyed in an accident or explo¬ 
sion □ They pulled the bodies from the wreck. 
-2. a ship that has sunk or been broken 
against rocks. -3. a person who looks or 
feels ill or unhappy (informal use) □ God, you 
look like a wreck this morning! 
o vt -1. [car, equipment, machine] to break or 
destroy <sthg> □ The bomb wrecked the whole 
building. -2. [ship, tanker, liner] to cause <a 
ship> to be destroyed, especially against 
rocks □ The ship was wrecked off the west 
coast. -3. [plan, vacation, health] to spoil 
<sthg> □ Adam's new job offer has completely 
wrecked our plans for a vacation. 

wreckage ['rekid3l n [of a car, ship, building] the 
remains of something that has been 
wrecked □ Firefighters were still looking for 
bodies in the wreckage. 

wrecker [’rekar] n US a vehicle that removes 
other vehicles that have been in an accident 
or have broken down. 

wren [ren] n a very small brown bird. 

Wren [ren], Sir Christopher (1632-1723) a 
British architect who designed many 
London churches, including St Paul’s Cathe¬ 
dral. 

wrench [rent/] o n -1. a tool for tightening 
and removing nuts. -2. [to one's ankle, knee] 

an injury caused by sharply twisting a joint 
□ She's given her ankle a nasty wrench. -3. [on 

leaving somebody] a difficult and sad parting □ 
Leaving the kids was a real wrench, o vt -1. to 
pull <sthg> hard with a twisting movement 
□ He tried to wrench my bag out of my hands. 
-2. [knee, wrist, ankle] to injure <sthg> by 
twisting it sharply. 

wrest [rest] vf to wrest sthg from sb [weapon, 

title, power] to take sthg from sb by force (lit¬ 
erary use). 

wrestle ['resl] o vf [opponent, attacker] to fight 
<sb> by holding them and throwing them 
to the ground, o vi -1. to fight with some¬ 
body by holding them and throwing them 
to the ground □ He was wrestling with his 
brother. -2. to wrestle with sthg [with a prob¬ 

lem, question, one's conscience] to try to deal 
with sthg difficult, heavy etc. 

wrestler ['resist « a person who wrestles for 
sport. 

wrestling ['reslir)] n the sport of fighting by 
holding or throwing one’s opponent with¬ 
out hitting them □ a wrestling match. 
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wretch [ret/] n a person who one thinks is 
unhappy or unfortunate. 

wretched fret fad] adj -1. [person] who is un¬ 
happy, unfortunate, or ill. -2. a word used 
to describe something that is very bad □ The 
standard of hygiene in the camps was wretched. 
-3. a word used to express anger or dislike 
(informal use) □ / can't get the wretched thing to 
open! 

wriggle frigl] o vt to bend and twist <one’s 
finger or too in small quick movements, 
o vi -1. to move continually, especially be¬ 
cause one is excited or uncomfortable □ Stop 
wriggling, and keep still! -2. to move some¬ 
where by twisting and turning □ She wriggled 
under the fence. 

♦ wriggle out of vt fus to wriggle out of sthg 

to avoid sthg that one does not want to do, 
especially by making excuses or lying □ How 
did she manage to wriggle out of working over 
Christmas? 

Wright [ran], Frank Lloyd (1869-1959) a US 
architect who designed buildings to be in 
harmony with their environment. His work 
includes the Guggenheim Museum and 
many private homes. 

Wright, Wilbur (1867-1912) and Orville 
(1871-1948) US inventors and pilots, known 
as the Wright Brothers, who designed and 
flew the first airplane in 1903. 

wring [rirj] <yt & pp wrung) vt -1. to remove 
water from <wet clothes> by twisting and 
pressing. -2. to wring one's hands to twist 
and press one’s hands together as a sign of 
worry or unhappiness (literary use). -3. to 

wring an animal's neck to twist the neck of 
an animal with one’s hands to kill it. 

♦ wring out vt sep to wring wet clothes out to 
wring wet clothes. 

wringing [’rigig] adj wringing (wet) [person, 

hair, clothes] very wet. 

wrinkle frigkl] o « -1. [on one's skin, face] a 
line or fold in the skin that is caused by age, 
worry, too much sun etc. -2. [in clothes] a 
line or fold in a piece of clothing that is 
caused e.g. by not hanging or folding it cor¬ 
rectly. o vt to cause wrinkles to appear in 
-cone’s nose or forehead> by moving the 
muscles of one’s face, o vi [cloth, cotton, shirt] 

to become full of wrinkles. 

wrinkled frigkld], wrinkly fngkli] adj [skin, 

person, piece of clothing] that has many wrin¬ 
kles. 

wrist [rist] « the joint between the hand and 
the arm. 

wristband [’ristbaend] « the band of metal, 
leather, plastic etc that fastens a watch 
around one’s wrist. 

wristwatch fristwDtf] ti a watch that is worn 

on the wrist. 

writ [rit] « an official document allowing or 
forbidding somebody to do something. 

write [rait] (yt wrote, pp written) o vt -1. 
[word, list, number] to mark <sthg> on a sur¬ 
face, usually paper, using a pen, pencil, or 
other object □ Write your name and date of 

birth. -2. [book, music, play] to create <sthg> 
and record it on paper □ The novel was written 
just after the war. □ She writes poetry. -3. [letter, 

note] to produce <sthg>, usually on paper 
and using a pen or pencil. ■ to write sb a let¬ 
ter to produce and send a letter to sb. -4. US 
[person] to produce and send a letter to <sb> 
□ She wrote me about the offer. -5. [check, pre¬ 

scription, receipt] to mark the necessary infor¬ 

mation on -can official document or form> 

and sign it. -6. computing to write sthg to 
disk [data, file, information] to record sthg on a 

disk. 

o vi -1. to make marks that represent letters 
or numbers on a surface, usually paper, 
using a pen, pencil, or other object □ Ben's 
learning to write. □ He always writes in ink/ 
ballpoint. -2. to produce and send a letter □ 
Write soon! □ I write to my mother every week. 
-3. to earn money by producing books, 
plays, newspaper articles etc □ He writes for 
television/the New York Times. -4. computing to 
write to disk to record information, data etc 
on a disk. 

♦ write back o vt sep to write sthg back [letter, 

note] to write sthg in reply, o vi: She never 
wrote back. 

♦ write down vt sep to write sthg down [tele¬ 

phone number, name, idea] to record sthg in 
writing, especially in order to remember it □ 
Hang on, I'll just write it down, otherwise I'll for¬ 
get. 

♦ write in vi [viewer, listener, customer] to write 
to a radio station, television program etc in 
order to ask for something, give informa¬ 
tion, or complain □ Listeners are invited to 
write in with their suggestions. 

♦ write into vt sep to write sthg into a 
contract/an agreement etc [clause, detail] to in¬ 
clude sthg in a contract/agreement etc when 
it is written. 

♦ write off o vt sep -1. to write sthg off [proj¬ 

ect, venture] to accept the failure of sthg □ 
You'll just have to write it off as a useful experi¬ 
ence. -2. to write a sum of money off [debt, in¬ 

vestment] to accept the loss of a sum of 
money □ The bank's agreed to write off all the 
company's bad debts. -3. to write sb off to 
consider sb as a failure □ You can't just write 
him off because he made one mistake! -4. to 
write a vehicle off GB to damage a vehicle 
so badly that it is not worth repairing it. 
o vi to write a letter to an organization 
asking for advice, information etc □ She 
wrote off to various companies. □ / wrote off for 

a brochure. 
♦ write out vt sep -1. to write sthg out [list, re¬ 

port] to write sthg and include all the neces¬ 
sary information u Write it all out on this piece 
of paper here. -2. to write sthg out [receipt, pre¬ 

scription, parking ticket] to write the necessary 
information on an official document or form 
□ The doctor wrote out the prescription for 

me. 
♦ write up vt sep to write sthg up [minutes, re¬ 

port] to write sthg in a finished form, usually 
using notes which one has made o III write it 
up later when I have a bit more time. 
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write-off rt GB a vehicle that has been so bad¬ 
ly damaged in an accident that it is not 
worth repairing □ The car was a complete 
write-off. 

write-protect vt computing [disk] to prevent 
the information on <a disk> from being al¬ 
tered or removed by opening a small hole in 
one comer of it. 

writer ['raitar] « -1. a person who writes 
books, articles etc as a job a a famous writer. 
-2. the person who has written a particular 
letter, article etc □ The writer was accused of 
unfair bias. 

write-up rt an article in a newspaper or maga¬ 
zine in which the writer discusses some¬ 
thing such as a play or movie and says what 
they think about it □ The program got a good 
write-up. 

writhe [raid] vi to twist and turn one’s body, 
especially because one is in pain □ He was 
writhing in agony. 

writing ['raitig] n -1. handwriting □ / can't read 
your writing. -2. [on a page, blackboard, sign] 

written letters or numbers. ■ in writing [ap¬ 

ply, accept] in a written form □ Make sure you 
get/put that in writing. -3. [for money] the activ¬ 
ity of writing articles, novels etc, especially 
for money. 

♦ writings npl the material written by a par¬ 
ticular person or on a particular subject □ 
political/scientific writings. 

writing desk n a desk with special places for 
paper, pens etc. 

writing paper n paper, usually of good qual¬ 
ity, used for writing letters. 

written f'ritn] o past participle of write, o adj 
-1. a written test/exam a test/exam in which 
the answers must be written rather than 
spoken. -2. written confirmation/agreement 
etc a confirmation/an agreement etc that is 
in writing and is therefore official. 

WRNS [renz] (abbr of Women's Royal Naval 
Service) n the WRNS the women’s section of 
the British navy. 

wrong [mg] o adj -1. there is something 
wrong a phrase used to say that something 
is not satisfactory □ Is something wrong? □ 
There's something wrong with the fridge. □ 
What's wrong? -2. [person, object] that is not 
suitable or right □ the wrong man/tool for the 
job □ the wrong kind of shoes for walking. 
-3. [decision, answer, turning] that is not cor¬ 
rect □ The letter went to the wrong address. 
□ You're wrong about Kay, she's really very nice. 
□ Perhaps I was wrong to ask. -4. to be wrong 
to be morally bad □ It's wrong to steal/tell 
lies. 

o adv [spell, pronounce] incorrectly. ■ to get 
sthg wrong [name, number, answer] to make a 
mistake with sthg □ You've got it all wrong, I 
never said that, m to go wrong [person] to make 
a mistake; [machine, heating, computer] to stop 
working well □ Where did we go wrong with 
the children? □ The printer keeps going wrong. ■ 
don't get me wrong don’t misunderstand me 
(informal use) □ Don't get me wrong, most of the 
time I think she's really great. 

On an action that is morally bad □ She can 
do no wrong in their eyes. □ Two wrongs don't 
make a right. □ He's old enough to tell the differ¬ 
ence between right and wrong, m to be in the 
wrong [person] to have done something bad, 
immoral, incorrect etc □ He knows perfectly 
well he's in the wrong. 
o vt [person] to treat <sb> badly or unfairly 
(literary use). 

wrong-foot vt gb -1. sport [opponent] to cause 
<sb> to lose their balance by kicking, hit¬ 
ting, or throwing the ball in a way they are 
not expecting □ Once again they managed to 
wrong-foot the Dodgers. -2. [person] to surprise 
<sb> in a way that places them in a difficult 
position □ / have this feeling she's trying to 
wrong-foot me all the time. 

wrongful ['rogfl] adj [arrest, imprisonment! that 
is unfair or illegal o He's going to sue them for 
wrongful dismissal. 

wrongly ['rorjli] adv [spell, conclude] see wrong 
□ She was wrongly accused. □ He thought, quite 
wrongly, that she agreed with him. 

wrong number n a telephone number that is 
dialed incorrectly so that the telephone rings 
at the wrong address □ / tried calling, but I got 
a wrong number. 

wrote [rout] past tense of write. 

wrought iron [,ro:t-] n iron that is twisted 
into shapes and used to make decorative 
gates, fences etc. 

wrung [rArfi past tense <Sl past participle of 
wring. 

WRVS (abbr of Women's Royal Voluntary Ser¬ 
vice) n the WRVS a British charity consisting 
of women who do voluntary work, e.g. de¬ 
livering meals to elderly people. 

wry [rai] adj a wry smile/look etc a smile/look 
etc that shows a mixture of slight amuse¬ 
ment and displeasure □ a wry sense of humor. 

wt. abbr of weight. 

WTO (abbr of World Trade Organization) n an 
international organization set up to encour¬ 
age trade between its members. It replaced 
GATT in 1995. 

WV abbr of West Virginia. 

WW abbr of World War. 

WWW n abbr of World Wide Web. 

WY abbr of Wyoming. 

Wyeth ['waiaG], Andrew (1917- ) a US paint¬ 
er who is well known for his realistic im¬ 
ages of the Midwest. 

Wyoming [wai'oomiri] a state in the western 
USA, in the area of the Rocky Mountains. 
abbreviation: WY. size: 253,500 sq kms. 
population: 453,588 (Wyomingites). capital: 
Cheyenne. 

WYSIWYG ['wiziwig] (abbr of what you see is 
what you get) adj a term used for a piece of 
computer software that shows letters, docu¬ 
ments etc on the screen of a computer exactly 
as they appear when printed on paper. 
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x [eks] (pi x's or xs), X [eks] (pi X's or Xs) m 

-1. the twenty-fourth letter of the English 
alphabet. -2. [name] a letter used to stand for 
a name that is not known □ Mr/Ms X. 
-3. [amount] a letter used to stand for an 
amount that is not known a X gallons of gas. 
-4. math a letter used to stand for an un¬ 
known number that can be calculated □ y = 
x + 7. -5. [place] a letter used to mark a par¬ 
ticular place on a map □ X marks the spot. 
-6. [kiss] a mark that represents a kiss, writ¬ 
ten under the writer’s name at the end of a 
letter. 

xenophobia [.zena'foobja] n a strong and un¬ 
reasonable fear and dislike of foreigners or 
strangers. 

Xerox™ ['zisroks] n -1. a photocopier. -2. a 
photocopy. 

♦ xerox vt [page, letter, document] to make a 
photocopy of <sthg>. 

Xmas [’krismas] « = Christmas □ a Xmas card/ 
present. 

X-rated Leks'rertad] adj [book, movie! that 
shows sex in a way that some people might 
find offensive. 

X-ray o n a beam of energy that passes 
through most solid materials but makes oth¬ 
ers, e.g. bone or metal, appear as dark areas 
on special photographs; a photograph pro¬ 
duced in this way, used in hospitals to ex¬ 
amine broken bones and unhealthy organs, 
and in airports to find drugs, guns, bombs 
etc inside luggage, o vt [patient, leg, suitcase] 

to photograph <sb/sthg> using X-rays. 

xylophone ['zaibfoon] n a musical instrument 
consisting of a set of metal or wooden bars 
of different lengths that produce different 
notes when hit with special hammers. 

y [wai] (pi y's or ys), Y [wai] (pi Y's or Ys) n 
-1. the twenty-fifth letter of the English al¬ 
phabet. -2. math a letter used to stand for a 
number that is not known □ y = x + 7. 

Y n abbr of YMCA, YWCA. 

yashmak 

yacht [jot] n a boat with sails or an engine, 
used for racing or pleasure. 

yachting ['jntiri] « the sport of sailing yachts 
□ They're going yachting. 

yachtsman [’jntsmsn] (pI yachtsmen [-man]) n 
a man who goes yachting. 

yachtswoman ['jotswoman] (j?l yachtswomen) 
n a woman who goes yachting. 

yahoo [jai'hu:] n a rough rude person. 

yak [jaek] n an animal from Tibet that is like a 
cow with long horns and long rough hair. 

Yale [jeil] « one of the oldest American uni¬ 
versities. It is a member of the Ivy League. 

Yale lock™ n a strong lock, used on doors, 
that is opened with a flat key with an un¬ 
even edge. 

yam [jaem] n a tropical vegetable that looks 
like a long thin potato. 

Yangtze [US 'jaingtsi, GB 1 jaerjtsi]: the Yangtze 
(Kiang) the longest river in China, flowing 
from Tibet to the China Sea near Shanghai. 

yank [jaerjk] vt [rope, tooth, arm] to pull <sthg> 
suddenly and with a lot of force. 

Yank n GB a term for a person who comes 
from or lives in the United States (informal 
and disapproving use). 

Yankee ['jaerjki] n -1. GB = Yank. -2. US a per¬ 
son from the northern United States. 

W YANKEE 
The term “Yankee" originally referred to 
Dutch immigrants, who settled mainly in 
the northeastern USA. Later, it came to refer 
to anybody from the northeast, so that dur¬ 
ing the American Civil War soldiers fighting 
for the Northern states were known as Yan¬ 
kees. In modem times, some Southerners 
still refer to Northerners as Yankees when 
they want to show disapproval. 

yap [jaep] (pt & pp yapped, cont yapping) vi 
-1. [dog] to make a high-pitched bark. -2. 
[person] to talk loudly about stupid or boring 
things (disapproving use). 

yard [ja:'d] « -1. a unit (three feet or 91.4 cen¬ 
timeters) used for measuring distance □ fifty 
yards down the road. -2. US a piece of land 
next to somebody’s house where they grow 
flowers, have a lawn etc □ The kids were play¬ 
ing in the yard. □ yard work. -3. [next to a build¬ 

ing] a concrete or stone area, usually behind 
or beside a building, that is surrounded by a 
wall or fence. -4. [for work] an open area 
where a particular kind of work is done □ a 
ship repair/builder's yard. 

yardstick ['ja:rdstik] n -1. US a long, thin, flat 
piece of plastic, wood, or metal that is one 
yard long and is used to measure things. 
-2. a person or thing that is used in a com¬ 
parison to decide how good another person 

or thing is. 
yarn [ja:rn] n -1. thread made of twisted wool 

or cotton. -2. a long story that is not com¬ 
pletely true. ■ to spin sb a yarn to tell sb a 
yarn, especially when making an excuse. 

yashmak ['jajmaek] n a thin cloth that Mus- 
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lira women use to cover their faces in pub¬ 
lic. 

yawn [join] o vi -i. [person] to open one’s 
mouth wide and breathe deeply because 
one is tired or bored □ “I'm so tired," she said, 
yawning. -2. [gap, chasm, crack] to be or be¬ 
come wide open, o n an act of yawning □ 
She gave a huge yawn. 

yd abbr of yard. 

yeah [jeo] adv yes (informal use), 

year [jior] n -1. the period of twelve months 
or 365 days from January 1 to December 31 
in the Western calendar □ this/last/next year □ 
1993 was a bad year for small businesses. □ He 
was born in the year 1868. ■ all (the) year 

round throughout the year. -2. any period of 
twelve months □ We've lived here for two 
years. □ He's 21 years old. □ The city walls are 
hundreds of years old. ■ year in year out every 
year without changing □ He wears the same 
suit year in year out/ -3. education the period 
of the year when Students are at school, col¬ 
lege etc □ The new year starts in September. □ a 
three-year course. -4. finance = fiscal year □ 
profits at the year end. 

♦ years tip l a long time □ He’s been here for 
years. □ We met years and years ago. 

yearbook ['ji3rbuk] tt a book which is pro¬ 
duced once a year and contains information 
about a school, company etc during the past 
year. 

yearling ['ji3rliij] n an animal between one 
and two years old, especially a horse, 

yearly ['jiorli] o adj -1. [event, meeting, visit] 

that takes place once a year. -2. [income, 

wage, budget] that refers to a period of one 
year, o adv -1. [meet, visit, inspect] once a 
year □ The conference takes place yearly. -2. 
every year □ We see them twice yearly. 

yearn [j3irn] vi to yearn for sthg/to do sthg [for 

acceptance, success, love] to have a strong de¬ 
sire for sthg/to do sthg □ We yearned for the 
comforts of home. 

yearning ['j3:rnirj] tt a strong desire for some¬ 
body or something □ a yearning for peace. 

yeast [jiist] n a soft grayish-brown fungus 
that is used to make alcoholic drinks and 
causes bread to become light and full of air 
□ brewer's yeast □ dried yeast. 

yeast infection n US an infectious disease 
caused by a fungus that affects the vagina of 
adult women. 

Yeats [jeits], W. B. (1865-1939) an Irish writ¬ 
er who played an important part in the de¬ 
velopment of Irish poetry and drama, and 
was involved in Irish nationalism, 

yell [jel] o vi to shout loudly because one is 
angry, in pain, excited, or scared, o vt: "Hey, 
you!" he yelled, o n: He let out a loud yell. 

yellow ['jelou] o « the color of lemons or but¬ 
ter □ The blouse comes in yellow or navy, o adj 
-1. [car, dress, flower] that is the color yellow. 
-2. [person] who is a coward (informal use), 
o vi [paper, photograph, teeth] to become yel¬ 
low, usually with age. 

yellow card n a piece of yellow card that a 

referee in a soccer match holds up in the air 
as a warning to a player who has broken a 
rule. 

yellow fever n a serious tropical disease that 
makes the skin go slightly yellow. 

yellow light n US the light between the red 
and green lights on a traffic light that tells 
drivers to be careful. 

yellow lines npl in Britain, lines of yellow 
paint along the edges of a road that show 
that parking is not allowed, or that it is only 
allowed at certain times. 

Yellow Pages™ npl the Yellow Pages a book, 
printed on yellow paper, that contains the 
telephone numbers of businesses and ser¬ 
vices in an area. 

Yellowstone National Park [jeloustoun-] a 
national park in Wyoming, Idaho, and Mon¬ 
tana, USA. It is famous for its hot springs 
and geysers. 

yelp [jelp] o vi [dog] to make a short high- 
pitched sound, often because of pain; [per¬ 

son] to shout in this way. o n: The dog let out 
a yelp. 

Yemen ['jemsn] a country at the southern end 
of the Arabian Peninsula, that was divided 
into the independent states of North and 
South Yemen until they were united in 
1990. size: 485,000 sq kms. population: 

10,000,000 {Yemenis), capital: Sanaa, lan¬ 

guage: Arabic, currency: rial. 

yen [jen] {pi sense 1 yen) n -1. the unit of 
money used in Japan. -2. to have a yen to do 
sthg to have a strong desire to do sthg □ I've 
always had a yen to learn Greek. 

yeoman of the guard [‘jouman-] {pi yeomen 
of the guard ['jouman-]) n one of the ceremo¬ 
nial guards at the Tower of London. 

yep [jep] adv yes (informal use). 

yes [jes] o adv -1. a word used to give a posi¬ 
tive answer to a question □ "Would you say 
the figures are accurate?" — "Yes, I would." □ 
"Can I come in?" — "Yes, of course." ■ yes, 
please a phrase used to accept an offer 
politely □ “Would you like coffee?" — “Yes, 
please." -2. a word used to show that one 
accepts something, agrees to something, or 
says that something is true □ "Sweden can be 
cold at this time of year." — "Yes, it certainly 
can!" □ Yes, that's her alright. □ “Will you take 
the call?" — "Yes, put it through." m to say yes 
to sthg to accept or agree to sthg □ Let's 
hope they say yes to our proposal. -3. a word 
used to invite somebody to continue speak¬ 
ing □ "/ want to ask you something" — "Yes, 
what is it?" □ "The problem is..." — "Yes, go 
on." -4. a word used to disagree with some¬ 
thing that has been expressed in the nega¬ 
tive □ "He wasn't even there." — "Yes, he 
was!" -5. a word used to introduce some¬ 
thing that one has forgotten to say □ 06 yes, 
I meant to tell you that Jay called. 

On a vote in favor of a person, proposal etc 
□ five yeses, two nos. 

yes-man n a man who always agrees with 
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his boss in order to be liked by them (disap¬ 
proving use). 

yesterday [’jest3rdi] o n the day before today 
□ the day before yesterday □ yesterday's news, 
o adv -1. I saw him yesterday. -2. in the re¬ 
cent past □ That was yesterday, things are differ¬ 
ent now. 

yet [jet] o adv -1. up until now (used in ques¬ 
tions) □ Have you had lunch yet? □ Are you 
ready yet? -2. up until now (used with nega¬ 
tives) □ The taxi hasn't arrived yet. □ The house 
isn't finished yet. ■ not yet not before now □ 
"Have you finished?" — "Not yet." ■ don’t do it 
yet don’t do it now, do it later □ Add the to¬ 
matoes, but don't add the fish yet. -3. it may yet 
happen there is a possibility that it will hap¬ 
pen in the future □ We may yet be successful. 
-4. used to emphasize that something is 
continuing to happen □ Yet again I must warn 
you to be careful. □ The traffic became yet slow¬ 
er. □ Yet more people arrived. -5. there’s hope 
for us yet there’s still hope for us □ I've yet to 
meet a nicer man. 
o conj used to emphasize a contrast that is 
surprising □ The plan was simple yet effective. □ 
I was hungry, yet I couldn't eat anything. 

yeti ['jeti] n a large hairy ape that is supposed 
to look like a man and live in the Himala¬ 
yas, but that only some people believe actu¬ 
ally exists. 

yew [ju:] ft an evergreen tree that has dark- 
green leaves shaped like thin needles and 
small red cones; the wood of this tree. 

Y-fronts npl GB men’s underpants with an 
opening at the front □ a pair of Y-fronts. 

YHA (abbr of Youth Hostels Association) « the 
YHA the organization in charge of British 
youth hostels. 

Yiddish [’jidif] o n a language spoken by 
Jews, especially in Eastern and Central 
Europe, o adj: a Yiddish speaker/song. 

yield [ji:ld] o vt -1. [fruit, profit, result) to prod¬ 
uce <sthg>, especially as a result of work 
that has been done □ Our research is beginning 
to yield some answers. -2. [power, responsibility, 
territory] to give <sthg> to somebody else so 
that they have control over it. 
o vi -1. [door, lock, gate] to break, move 
backward, or open as a result of force. 
-2. [person, troops, government! to stop fight¬ 
ing or resisting somebody or something (for¬ 
mal use) □ He finally yielded to pressure and re¬ 
signed. -3. US auto to slow down or stop at 
an intersection to let other vehicles pass in 
front of one □ 'Yield.' 
o n [of crops, corn, olives] an amount of a par¬ 
ticular crop or kind of food that is produced. 

yippee [US 'jipi, GB ji'pir] excl a word used to 
show that one is pleased and excited about 
something □ Yippee! We're going to the zoo! 

YMCA (abbr of Young Men’s Christian Associa¬ 
tion) tt the YMCA an international organiza¬ 
tion that runs hostels, sports centers, and 
educational courses for young people, main¬ 

ly in big cities. 

yo [jou] excl hello (informal use). 

yodel ['joudl] (us pt & pp yodeled, cont yodel- 
ing, GB pt Si pp yodelled, cont yodelling) vi to 
sing by making one's voice go up and down 
from normal to high notes very quickly. 

yoga ['jouga] n an Indian system of thought 
and exercise that is supposed to have good 
effects on the mind and body □ a yoga exer¬ 
cise. 

yogurt, yoghurt, yoghourt [us 'jougsrt, gb 

1 jogst] n a food made from milk with bacte¬ 
ria added to it, that is thick, white, tastes 
slightly sour, and is often eaten with fruit or 
used in cooking □ natural/strawberry yogurt. 

yoke [jouk] n -1. farming a wooden bar that 
fits over the necks of two animals, especial¬ 
ly oxen, to keep them together when they 
are pulling a plough. -2. to live under the 
yoke of sthg [of tyranny, slavery] to live some¬ 
where where there is sthg that restricts 
one’s freedom (literary use). 

yokel [’joukl] n a person who lives in the 
countryside and is thought of as being stu¬ 
pid. 

yolk [jouk] n the yellow part inside an egg □ 
egg yolk. 

Yom Kippur [US joum'kipr, GB jDm'kipa] n in 
the Jewish religion, a holiday on which peo¬ 
ple pray for their sins to be forgiven and do 
not eat. 

yonder ['jnndaq adv over there (literary use). 

Yorks, abbr of Yorkshire. 

Yorkshire ['jo:rkf3r] a region of northern Eng¬ 
land that used to be a county, size: 11,908 
sq kms. population: 4,025,100. 

Yorkshire pudding n a light dish made of 
flour, eggs, and milk, that is baked and usually 
eaten with roast beef. 

Yorkshire terrier n a very small dog with 
long straight hair. 

Yorktown ['jo:rktaun] a town in Virginia, 
USA, where the last battle in the US War of 
Independence took place. 

Yosemite National Park [jou.semsti-] a na¬ 
tional park in California, USA. It is famous 
for its attractive scenery and giant redwood 

trees. 

you [stressed ju:, unstressed js, before vowel ju] 
pron -1. used as the subject or object of a 
verb, to refer to the person or people one is 
talking to □ You know my wife, don't you? □ 
How do you Americans pronounce it? □ / didn't 
recognize you in that hat! □ / bought this for you. 
-2. used to talk about people in general □ 
You have to be careful these days. □ Exercise is 
good for you. □ You add the rice when the water 
is boiling. -3. phrases you idiot/liar/snob etc! 

an expression used to say to somebody that 
one thinks they are an idiot/a liar/a snob 
etc. ■ you know an expression used when 
giving information to somebody □ / saw Jane 
today, you know. ■ that dress/jacket etc isn’t 

really you that dress/jacket etc doesn’t suit 
you. ■ it’s you an expression used when one 
recognizes somebody □ Oh, it's you come 
in. ■ if I were you an expression used when 
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giving somebody advice □ If I were you, I 
would go to a lawyer. 

you'd [stressed ju:d, 'unstressed jsd] = you had, 
you would. 

you'll [stressed ju:l, unstressed jal] = you will. 

young [jAg] o adj -1. [person, animal, plant] that 
is not yet fully grown or is not very old □ 
She’s too young to go on her own. □ They have 
two young children. -2. [country, movement] that 
has not existed long □ At that time the 
women's movement was still young. -3. [outlook, 
ambition] that is typical of or suitable for 
somebody young □ Is this dress too young for 
me? o npl -1. the young young people as a 
group. -2. the babies of a particular animal □ 
a cat and her young. 

Young [jAg], Brigham (1801-1877) a US reli¬ 
gious leader who led the Mormons to Utah 
and founded Salt Lake City. 

younger ['jAijgar] adj [sister, brother, colleague] 
who is not as old as oneself □ It belongs to 
my younger brother. 

youngish ['jAgiJ] adj [person, face, appearance] 
that is quite young □ He was a youngish- 
looking forty. 

young man n (old-fashioned use) -1. a way of 
addressing a boy when one is angry □ Now 
listen here, young man! -2. sb’s young man sb’s 
boyfriend. 

youngster ['jAgstar] n -1. a child □ She’s get 
three youngsters now. -2. a young person. 

young woman n a young fully grown wom¬ 
an. 

your [stressed jo:r, unstressed jor] det -1. used to 
say that somebody or something is connect¬ 
ed with or belongs to the person or people 
one is speaking to □ Is this your jacket? □ Is 
your son still at college? □ Your hair looks nice. □ 
What's your name? -2. used in formal titles to 
refer to the person or people one is talking 
to □ Thank you, Your Majesty. -3. used to say 
that somebody or something is connected 
with or belongs to people in general □ Your 
eyes quickly get used to the dark. • your aver¬ 
age American the average American. 

you're [joa] = you are. 

yours [jo:rz] pron used to refer to something 
that belongs to or is connected with the 
person or people one is talking to □ Use my 
car if yours won't start. □ Is this newspaper 
yours? ■ a friend of yours one of your friends. 

♦ Yours adv used at the end of a letter before 
the signature when one knows the person 
one is writing to quite well. 

yourself [jar'self] {pi yourselves [-’selvz]) pron 
-1. used as the object of a verb, or after a 
preposition, to refer to the same person or 
people as the subject “you” o Did you enjoy 
yourself on vacation? o / hope you all behaved 
yourselves. □ Just pour yourself a drink. □ You 
should take better care of yourself. -2. you did it 
yourself you did it without help from other 
people □ Did you decorate the house your¬ 
selves? m by yourself alone □ Would you prefer 
to eat by yourself? 

youth [ju:0, pi ju:dz] n -1. sb's youth th^ peri- 

\ 

od when sb is young □ in my youth. -2. [in a 

person] the state or quality of being young □ 
She radiated youth and vitality. -3. a boy or 
young man □ a gang of youths. -4. [as a group] 

young people considered as a group □ the 
youth of today. 

youth club n a club, often run by the church 
or local government, where young people 
can meet and take part in social activities. 

youthful [’ju:0fl] adj -1. [enthusiasm, idealism, 

innocence] that is typical of a young person □ 
full of youthful vigor. -2. [figure, complexion, face] 

that looks young but is not young □ He still 
had a slim, youthful figure. 

youthfulness ['ju:0flnas] n [of a face, figure] see 
youthful. 

youth hostel n a kind of cheap hotel where 
people, especially young people, can spend 
the night when traveling. 

you've [stressed ju:v, unstressed jav] = you 
have. 

yowl [jaul] o vi to make a long loud noise be¬ 
cause one is sad or in pain, o n: the yowl of 
hungry wolves. 

yo-yo ['joujou] « a toy that consists of a piece 
of string that one winds and unwinds 
around the middle of a round piece of 
wood, plastic etc. 

yr abbr of year. 

YT o abbr of Yukon Territory, o n (abbr of 
Youth Training) a British government training 
program for 16 and 17 year-olds who are 
not in full-time education or employment. 

Yucatan [,ju:ka'taen]: the Yucatan a peninsula 
in the Gulf of Mexico, including part of 
Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. 

yucca I'jAka] n a plant with a thick stem like 
the trunk of a tree and long pointed green 
leaves. 

yuck [jAk] excl a word used to show that one 
is disgusted by something (informal use). 

Yugoslav ['ju:gou'sla:v], Yugoslavian [,ju:goo- 
'slaivian] adj & n: see Yugoslavia. 

Yugoslavia [ju:gou'sla:via] a country in 
southeastern Europe. From 1945 to 1990 it 
was a Communist federation of six repub¬ 
lics. Four of these have declared their 
independence, leaving Serbia and Montene¬ 
gro. size: 102,200 sq kms. population: 

10,400,000 (Yugoslavians, Yugoslavs), capital: 

Belgrade, language: Serbo-Croat, currency: 

Yugoslavian dinar. 

Yukon Territory ['juikon-] a territory of 
northwestern Canada, bordering Alaska, ab¬ 

breviation: YT. size: 482,515 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 27,797. capital: Whitehorse. 

yule log ['ju:l-] n a cake shaped like a log of 
wood that is eaten at Christmas. 

yuletide ['judtaid] n Christmas (literary use). 

yummy ['jAmi] (compar yummier, superl yum- 
miest) adj [meal, taste, drink] that tastes deli¬ 
cious (informal use) □ That looks yummy! 

yuppie, yuppy 1'jApi] (pi yuppies) n a young 
person with a professional job who lives in 
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a city, earns a lot of money, and spends it 
on expensive and fashionable things. 

YWCA (abbr of Young Women's Christian Asso¬ 
ciation) n the YWCA an international organi¬ 
zation that runs hostels and sports centers 
for young women, mainly in big cities. 

Z [US zi:, GB zed] (pi z's or zs), Z [US zir, GB zed] 

(pi Z's or Zs) n the last letter of the English 
alphabet. 

Zagreb [‘zcugreb] the capital of Croatia, popu¬ 

lation: 1,175,000. 

Zaire [US zcn'ir, GB zai'ia] -1. a country in cen¬ 
tral Africa. It is a major exporter of dia¬ 
monds. size: 2,345,000 sq kms. population: 

41,200,000 (Zaireans), capital: Kinshasa, lan¬ 

guage: French. CURRENCY: zaire. -2. the Zaire 
(River) a large river in central Africa that 
forms the border between the Congo Re¬ 
public and Zaire. 

Zambia ['zajmbia] a country in southern cen¬ 
tral Africa, size: 746,000 sq kms. population: 

8,600,000 (Zambians), capital: Lusaka, lan¬ 

guage: English, currency: kwacha. 

zany ['zeini] (compar zanier, superl zaniest) adj 
[person, outfit, humor] that seems odd in an 
amusing way. 

Zanzibar I'zacnzsbaT] an island off the coast of 
East Africa, forming part of the republic of 
Tanzania, size: 1,658 sq kms. population: 

310,000 (Zanzibaris). 

zap [zap] (pt & pp zapped, cont zap¬ 
ping) (informal use) o vt -1. [person, vehicle, 

building] to kill or destroy <sb/sthg> with a 

gun, bomb etc. -2. [target, object] to make 

<sthg> disappear from the screen in a video 

game, o vi -1. to move somewhere quickly 

or do something quickly. -2. tv to change 

channels using a remote control device. 

Zapata [za'paita], Emiliano (1879-1919) a 
Mexican revolutionary leader who led an 
army of peasants to take back land that the 
government had taken from them. 

zeal [zi:l] n great enthusiasm □ Pat set about 
the task with great zeal. 

zealot ['zelat] n a person who has extreme 

opinions, especially about religion or politics 

(disapproving use). 

zealous ['zebs] adj [defender, campaigner, re¬ 

former] who does something with a lot of 

energy and enthusiasm, because they be¬ 

lieve it is right (formal use). 

zebra [US 'ziibrs, GB 'zebra] (pi zebra or zebras) 
n an African animal that looks like a small 

horse with black-and-white stripes on its 
body. 

zebra crossing n in Britain, a place on a road 
marked with white stripes where traffic 
must stop to let people cross, 

zenith [US 'ziinsG, GB ’zen-] n -1. astronomy the 
point in the sky that is direcdy above one. 
-2. [of one's career, success] the highest point 
of something. 

Zeppelin ['zepabn] n a large airship used by 
the Germans in World War I. 

zero ['zisrou] (pi zeros or zeroes, pt & pp ze¬ 
roed, cont zeroing) On-1. math & SPORT the 
number 0. -2. the point on the Celsius scale 
at which water freezes □ ten degrees below 
zero, o adj zero growth/inflation etc no 
growth/inflation etc at all. 

♦ zero in on vt fus -1. to zero in on sb/sthg 
[target, person] to aim at sb/sthg. -2. to zero 
in on sthg [subject, problem] to give all of 
one’s attention to sthg. 

zero-rated [-’reitsd] adj GB [product, goods] on 
which VAT does not have to be paid, 

zest [zest] n -1. excitement. -2. a zest for sthg 
enthusiasm for sthg □ He's lost his zest for life. 
-3. [of fruit] the outer part of the skin of an 
orange, lemon, or lime that is used to flavor 
food or drink □ Add some lemon zest 

zigzag ['zigzaeg] (pt & pp zigzagged, cont zig¬ 
zagging) On a line that turns sharply left 
and right, like a row of Vs joined together □ 
a zigzag pattern, o vi [person, car, road] to move 
or go in a zigzag pattern, 

zilch [ziltj] n nothing (informal use). 

Zimbabwe [zim'baibwi] a country in southern 
central Africa, size: 390,000 sq kms. popula¬ 

tion: 10,700,000 (Zimbabweans), capital: Ha¬ 
rare. language: English, currency: Zimba¬ 
bwean dollar. 

Zimmer frame™ ['zimsr-] « gb a light metal 
frame with rubber feet, used by old and ill 
people to support them when they are 

walking. 

zinc [zigk] n a whitish metal element used in 
batteries and for protecting other metals 
from rust. SYMBOL: Zn. 

Zionism [’zaisnizm] n a political movement 
whose aim was to establish a land for the 
Jews in Palestine, and is now concerned 
with developing modem Israel. 

Zionist ['zaisnsst] on a person who supports 
Zionism, o adj: a Zionist group/leader. 

zip [zip] (pt & pp zipped, cont zipping) o n GB = 
zipper, o vt [dress, coat, case] to fasten or 
close <a piece of clothing or bag> using a 

zipper. 
♦ zip up vt sep = zip □ Can you zip me up? 

zip code « US the series of numbers that are 
part of an address and are written after the 
name of a city, town, or state, and before 
the name of a country, 

zip fastener tt gb = zipper, 

zipper ['zips'! n US a device used for fastening 
clothes, bags etc and consisting of two rows 
of small metal or plastic teeth that are 
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joined or separated when a sliding piece is 
pulled up or down between them □ The zip¬ 
per's stuck. > 

zit [zit] h a pimple on somebody's skin (infor¬ 
mal use). 

zodiac [’zoudiaek] « the zodiac an imaginary 
path in the sky along which the sun, moon, 
and some planets move and which is divid¬ 
ed into twelve sections; a circular diagram 
showing this path, used by people who be¬ 
lieve that the stars have an effect on a per¬ 
son’s character and actions. ■ a sign of the 
zodiac any of the twelve sections of the zo¬ 
diac □ What sign of the zodiac are you? 

zombie [’zombi] « a person who seems to do 
things very slowly because they are tired, 
drunk etc (disapproving use), 

zone [zoun] n an area with particular charac¬ 
teristics □ a war/security/pedestrian zone. 

zoo [zu:] « a park where animals are kept so 
that people can see and study them, 

zoological [,zoua'lDd3ikl] adj [study, specimen] 
that is connected with zoology, 

zoologist [zou'Dbdjsst] n a person who stud¬ 
ies animals and their behavior, 

zoology [zou'Dlad3i] n the scientific study of 
animals and their behavior. 

zoom [zu:m] vi (informal use) -1. [person, object] 
to move somewhere quickly. -2. [tem¬ 
perature, price, sales] to rise quickly. 

♦ zoom in vi to zoom in on sb/sthg [camera] 
to give a close-up picture of sb/sthg. 

♦ zoom off vi [person, vehicle] to go away 
quickly (informal use). 

zoom lens « a device on a camera that makes 
it possible to take a close-up picture of 
something without moving the camera near¬ 
er to it. 

Zoroaster [,zDroo'aest3r] (630-553 BC) an Ira¬ 
nian religious leader who started his own 
religion, based on the idea that two great 
forces, good and evil, are constantly op¬ 
posed to each other. 

zucchini [zui'kiini] (pi zucchini or zucchinis) n 
US a long, thin, green vegetable like a small 
cucumber that has white flesh and is soft 
and watery when cooked. 

Zulu [’zuilu:] (pi Zulus OR Zulu) On a member 
of an African people that lives mainly in 
eastern South Africa; the language of this 
people, o adj: a Zulu song/village. 

Zurich [’zuarik] the largest city in Switzerland, 
and an important financial center, especially 
for banking, population: 365,043. 
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The United States of America 
(also called the US, the USA, 
or America) is the fourth- 
largest country in the world, 

measuring 9,364,000 square kilome¬ 
ters (3,614,500 square miles) includ¬ 
ing Alaska and Hawaii. Its popula¬ 
tion of over 260 million is the third - 
largest in the world. It covers the 
central part of the North American 
continent, measuring 4,000 kilome¬ 
ters (2,500 miles) between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and 
1,900 kilometers (1,200 miles) from the Canadian border to the Gulf of 
Mexico. Alaska is northwest of Canada, and Hawaii is a group of islands in the 
central Pacific. The USA also has several island territories in the Pacific and 
Caribbean, including Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and Samoa. 

Regions The USA can be divided into four geographical regions: 

□ Northeast - Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New England 
(consisting of Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont), New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington D.C. 

□ Midwest - Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakqta, and 
Wisconsin. \ 

□ South - Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

□ West - Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and 
Wyoming. 

Most of the US population is concentrated in towns and cities in the 
Northeast, in the South, around the Great Lakes, and on the West Coast. 

Federal and State Government The USA is a federal republic con¬ 
sisting of 50 states and the District of Columbia, an area of land on the east 
coast that contains the capital, Washington D.C. Power is divided among the 
federal, state, and local governments. 

□ Federal government controls areas such as defense, foreign relations, 
printing money, and commerce among the states. It is run by the 
President, Congress (the House of Representatives and the Senate), and the 
Supreme Court. 

□ State governments are responsible for state taxes, health, education, and 
law enforcement. Most are run by a Governor and State Congress with 
an upper and lower house. 

□ States are divided into counties, which are divided into municipalities 
(e.g. cities, boroughs, towns), each with its own local government. 
Most cities are governed by an elected mayor and city council. Local 
authorities are responsible for local services. 

10 Largest US Cities 
City Population State 

New York 7,322,564 New York 
Los Angeles 3,485,398 California 
Chicago 2,783,726 Illinois 
Philadelphia 1,685,577 Pennsylvania 
Houston 1,630,553 Texas 
San Diego 1,110,549 California 
Detroit 1,027,974 Michigan 
Dallas 1,006,877 Texas 
Phoenix 983,403 Arizona 
San Antonio 935,933 Texas 



TRANSPORTATION 

The USA is a country of great distances, 
and trips between cities can take many 
hours, or even days. Traveling across 
the country, you may pass through four 

time zones (see map at administration). 

Air Air travel is quite cheap in the USA. Many 
major international airports act as centers 
(hubs) for national and regional airlines that fly to many smaller airports. US 
airports often have many terminals (Los Angeles International has eight) which 
may be miles apart. Smoking is not allowed on domestic US flights. 

Train Trains are the least common form of travel for most Americans. The 
Amtrak™ passenger network links over 500 cities and towns in 46 states. Long¬ 
distance trains are very comfortable - with sleeping accommodation, dining 
cars, and viewing cars - but they are much slower, and often more expensive, 
than air travel. Even buses are quicker on many long-distance routes. 

Long-distance buses are cheaper than planes or trains, and go to more 
cities. There are over 1,000 intercity and suburban bus companies. The best- 
known company, Greyhound, has over 2,000 buses on regular service routes to 
over 2,400 places. Most long-distance buses have air-conditioning, heating, toi¬ 
lets, and adjustable seats with reading lights. 

Urban Transportation 
► subways and urban railroads operate in many cities. Some cities 
such as San Francisco and New Orleans still have streetcar systems, and some 
have elevated railroads (e/s) or monorail systems, as in Chicago and Miami. It 
may be dangerous to travel on subways late at night, especially in New York. 

► urban buses do not always have very good networks, although most 
cities have bus services from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

► taxis are usually cheap and easy to find. The driver expects a tip of about 15%. 

Car Well-made cars, cheap gas, and low speed limits make driving a popular 
and relaxing way of traveling. The streets in many cities are in a grid pattern 
where all the streets are very straight, and either go from north to south or 
from east to west. Highways with many lanes are called freeways or express¬ 
ways. Turnpikes (mainly in the Northeast) are roads where you have to pay a 
toll. Many cities also have bridges and tunnels where you have to pay tolls. 
The main long-distance freeways are the Interstate Highways (indicated by the 
letter I). State and US Highways are the main secondary routes. 

► gas(oline) is sold by the US gallon (3.8 liters) and is not very expensive. 
There are three 
grades of unleaded 
gasoline, and lead¬ 
ed gasoline is very 
rare. The American 
Automobile Asso¬ 
ciation (AAA or 
“triple A”) provides 
emergency break¬ 

down and other services for its members, and for members of foreign organi¬ 
zations that are linked to it. 

Rules of the Road __ 
■ Drive on the right. 
■ Seat belts are compulsory in most states. 
■ At four-way intersections with a red STOP sign all cars 

must stop; the car that arrived first then has right of way. 
■ In some states you can turn right at a red stop light. 
■ Speed limits vary from state to state. 

New York -♦ Los Angeles 

■ air 5 hours 45 minutes 

■ train 3 days (non-stop) 

■ bus 3 days (non-stop) 

■ car 5 days (with stops) 



COMMUNICATIONS 

Several phone companies - including AT&T, MCI, and Sprint - offer long¬ 
distance services. Local services are provided by regional phone companies. 

Emergency numbers Inmost cities the number is 911. Local emergency 
numbers are shown in the White Pages™ and Yellow Pages™ and on pay 
phones. If you do not know the number, ask the operator (dial 0). 

Operator Services Some types of call can only be made through the 
operator. 

□ person-to-person calls - you only pay for the call when the operator 
reaches the person you asked for. 

□ collect calls - the person you are calling is asked to pay for the call. 

Charges Calls are generally cheaper in the evenings and on weekends. 

□ Toll-Free numbers have the code 800 and are free. They are usually pro¬ 
vided by businesses (e.g. mail order) and government agencies. 

□ Information/Entertainment numbers for health advice, weather informa¬ 
tion, competitions etc have the code 700 or 900. They are expensive. 

Pay phones Public telephones are common in most parts of the USA. 
Some pay phones accept credit cards. 

Post Office The US Postal Service (USPS) deals with mail and US passport 
applications, and sells money orders. You can mail letters in mailboxes, which 
are dark blue with a red-and-white stripe and a white picture of an eagle. 

Delivery First-class mail is delivered the next day in the same area; in two 
days within 600 miles (960 kilometers); and within three days over 600 miles. 

Stamps You can buy stamps from vending machines in post offices, airports, 
train stations, drugstores, banks, and hotels. 

Zip Code This is a set of numbers that helps the post office to find an 
address. Mail with zip codes is delivered more quickly. 

Postal Services 

□ first-class mail is available for sealed letters, postcards etc. 

□ second-class mail is for newspapers, magazines etc. 

□ airmail is faster than first class for mail going abroad. 

□ certified mail provides you with proof that your letter was delivered. 

□ cash-on-delivery (COD) means the person receiving goods by mail has 
to pay for them when they are delivered. 

□ express mail delivers mail overnight between major cities. 

□ general delivery (poste restante) mail is kept free of charge in all US post 
offices, and is returned to the person who sent it if it has not been col¬ 

lected after 30 days. 
□ insured mail insures your letter or package against damage or loss. 

□ money orders are a safe way of sending money by mail. 

□ registered mail offers high security for posting valuable things. 

□ special delivery delivers mail outside the normal delivery times. 

Private Services Many postal services are also offered by private compa¬ 
nies such as UPS, Federal Express, and DfiL. Some companies guarantee that 
packages will be delivered anywhere in the USA the next day. 



EMPLOYMENT 

Green Card Most employees work 40 hours a 
week, but professionals work an 
average 45-hour week, and the aver¬ 
age for factory workers is 43 hours. 

Managers and executives are expected to work 
long hours and to take work home when neces¬ 
sary. Office hours are usually 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. with an hour for lunch. Employers are strict 
about people taking time off work for dental or 
medical appointments, and they may take the 
time off from the amount of sick leave that is 
allowed for the year. 

► flextime, the system that allows employees 
to arrange their own work hours, is less common 
in the USA than in Britain or Australia. 

► overtime must be paid by law to employees 
in some industries. They receive 50% more than 
the normal rate for any hours above the standard 
40-hour week. Many white-collar workers do not 
get overtime. 

Vacations Most US workers get one or two 
weeks’ paid vacation each year. Many employees 
get no paid vacation in their first year. Each year 
that they stay in a job, they are given one or two 
days more. 

Income Tax There are two kinds of taxation: federal and state tax. Taxes 
are collected by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and everybody has to fill out 
their own tax return by April 15 for the year before (January-December). Tax 
fraud (paying less than you should) is a serious crime, and the IRS has many 
powers to investigate people it suspects of tax fraud. Employers are responsi¬ 
ble for taking income tax from your wages: this is called withholding. The 
amount withheld is taken into account when you fill out your tax return. 
There are amounts of money that you are allowed to have without paying 
taxes on them, called deductibles, for example if you have children. There are 
also reductions in the amount of tax you pay, for example if you have a mort¬ 
gage, which are called tax breaks. State income taxes vary from state to state. 
They are usually less than federal taxes, and some states have no income tax. 

Social Security Most Americans refer to their retirement benefits as social 
security, which also covers disability benefits and Medicare (see health). Every 
US citizen and resident is given a social security card with their personal num¬ 
ber. You need to work in the USA for a certain period, usually ten years, to 
have the right to social security benefits. Social security taxes are paid by 
employers and employees: both pay a percentage of the employee's salary. 
Self-employed people pay contributions each year with their income tax. 

Unemploymenf An insurance fund, managed by the federal and state 
governments, pays unemployed people each week for a fixed period (usually 
26 weeks). The amount of benefit you receive can be up to half the amount 
you used to earn each week. 

Although tourists from some 
countries can visit for up to 
90 days without a visa, most 
foreigners need a visa to 
enter the USA. There are two 
main types: immigrant (per¬ 
manent resident) visas and 
non-immigrant (temporary res¬ 
ident) visas. If you have an 
immigrant visa you will be 
given an Alien Registration 
Receipt Card, often called a 
Green Card, although it is 
now pink! These are given to 
people who marry US citi¬ 
zens, who are closely related 
to US citizens, or who are 
invited to work for a com¬ 
pany in the USA. If you have 
an immigrant visa you have 
the right to live and work 
permanently in the USA, and 
you can apply to become a 
US citizen after five years. 
Permanent residents who are 
not citizens cannot vote in 
elections or be employed in 
certain jobs (e.g. the police). 



7 BANKING 

There is no national central bank in the 
USA. Instead, there are twelve Federal 

Reserve Banks, each acting as central bank 
to a different region. Together they are 

called the Federal Reserve System. 

Currency The US dollar ($) is divided into 100 
cents (?). There are le (penny), (nickel), 10c 
(dime), 25c (quarter), 50c (half dollar), and $1 
coins. The 50c and $1 coins are rare except in 
gambling cities, such as Las Vegas or Atlantic 
City, where they are used in slot machines. 
Dollar bills are all the same size, and the same 
shade of green. They show the faces of different' 
statesmen: Washington ($1), Lincoln ($5), Hamilton ($10), Jackson ($20), 
Grant ($50), and Franklin ($100). There are also $2, $500, and larger bills, but 
these are rare. 

10 Largest US Banks 

■ Citicorp 

M BankAmerica Corp 

■ Chemical Banking Corp 

■ NationsBank 

■ J.P. Morgan & Co. 

■ Chase Manhattan Corp 

H Bank One Corp 

■ BT New York Corp 

■ First Union Corp 

■ First Chicago Corp 

Banks There are over 11,000 independent banks in the USA. Some only 
have branches in the local area or state, and some only have one branch. 

► commercial banks offer a range of checking and savings accounts (see 

below), as well as making loans to businesses. 

► savings banks are also called savings and loan associations, or thrifts. They 
encourage customers to save money with them so that they can lend money 
to other customers for buying houses. They offer savers better rates than 
commercial banks. 

► drive-in banks either have ATMs (see below) or a system of tubes and 
microphones at car-window level, so you do not need to leave your car. 

Types of Account Most Americans have a checking account for day-to-day 
banking, as well as a savings account. Most checking accounts pay very little 
interest, and you need to keep a minimum amount of money ($300 to $2,000) 
in your account. If you have less than the agreed amount you have to pay a 
service charge each month. Most banks give you a cash card for ATMs. When 
writing a check, you should write the cents as a fraction, e.g. $54.60 is written 
as fifty-four and 60/100. Savings accounts pay interest. There are two types: 

□ statement accounts allow you to get money from ATMs and send you 
statements each month or every three months. 

□ savings p>lans are available at most banks. They give more interest but 
you have to give notice before withdrawing money. 

Business Hours Most banks are open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to 
Friday. City banks usually stay open until 7:00 p.m. or later on Thursday or 
Friday, and some are open on Saturday mornings. All banks close on federal 

and state holidays (see leisure). 

Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) Most banks have 24 hour 
ATMs where, using a cash card, you can usually withdraw up to $300 each 
day and check how much money is in your account. They are linked in a 
national and international computerized network so you can withdraw cash 

from different banks across the country. 



The USA has the most 
advanced medical 
care in the world, but 
there is no public 

health service. If you do not 
have the right insurance, you 
will find it difficult to get 
medical care. About 80% of 
Americans have private med¬ 
ical insurance, but it does not 
pay for everything: patients usually have to pay 30% of medical expenses. The 
federal government gives some help to poor people (through the Medicaid plan) 
and elderly people (through Medicare). 

Doctors Most people have a primary-care physician who provides general 
medical treatment and sends you to a specialist or hospital when necessary. 
Physicians usually specialize in a particular area of health. Most Americans 
have an internist (a specialist in diseases of internal organs) or a family practition¬ 

er (FP) as their primary-care physician. Families with small children usually 
have an FP, and many parents also take their children to a pediatrician. Most 
middle-aged and elderly Americans have an internist as their family doctor. 
Many women also have their own obstetrician/gynecologist. You must have an 
appointment to visit a doctor, but they will usually see you without an 
appointment in an emergency. Office hours are usually 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
or 7:00 p.m. Monday to Friday. Most doctors will not visit you at home. 

Hospitals and clinics There are various different types: 

□ Private hospitals offer excellent treatment, but they are expensive. 

□ Public hospitals, such as city hospitals, are paid for by the city or the 
state. They have long waiting lists for operations tbat are not emer¬ 
gencies. If you do not have insurance, you must pay for treatment in a 
public hospital, and if you cannot pay, the hospital goes to court to get 
the money from the state or federal government. 

□ Community hospitals offer good general medical care, but they are not 
equipped for serious illnesses or complicated operations. 

□ Walk-in clinics, often in shopping centers, can treat minor injuries. You 
do not need an appointment, but you have to pay immediately. 

HMOs (Health Maintenance Organizations) These provide 
medical care for over 30 million Americans, who pay a monthly membership 
charge that covers all their medical expenses. Most FIMOs are large clinics 
with their own physicians and equipment. They are a good value, and their 
work aims to prevent illnesses as well as cure them. 

Dentists Excellent dental care is available, but it is expensive. Standard med¬ 
ical insurance only covers emergency treatment: you have to pay extra for 
insurance to cover all dental treatment. 

Eye Care Ophthalmologists are specialists in eye medicine. Optometrists are 
trained to check and correct general sight problems, and to order glasses and 
contact lenses. Opticians supply and fit the glasses and contact lenses ordered 
by optometrists and ophthalmologists. 

Emergencies 

There are various things you can do in an emergency: 

■ In extreme cases phone an ambulance (usually 
911). Private ambulances come more quickly than 
city (public) ambulances, but they cost more. 

■ Go to the emergency room of the nearest hospital; 

most are open 24 hours a day. 
■ Minor injuries can be treated in a walk-in clinic . 

■ Phone your doctor for advice. 



Different regions of the USA have different educational systems. In 
general, most schools and colleges are for male and female students 
and are run by the state government, but about 25% of schools and 
45% of colleges are run by private groups or religious organizations. 

Most states provide free education from kindergarten (age 4 or 5) and for the 
next 12 years. In most states, children from 5 or 6 to 16 or 18 have to go to 
school by law. 

Pre-school Education (up to age 5) About 35% of 3 and 4--year- 
olds go to nursery school, and nearly all 4- and 5-year-olds go to kindergarten. 

Elementary School (6-13) and High School (up to 18) The 
number of years spent in each school varies. Most children follow one of the 
following systems: 

□ six years of elementary school (grades 1-6), then three years of junior- 

high school (grades 7-9), and then three years of senior-high school 

(grades 10-12). 

□ elementary grades 1-8, then four years of high school. 

□ four or five years of elementary school, then four years of middle 

school, and then four years of 
high school. 

Curriculum There is no official nation¬ 
al curriculum. Most high-school students 
have to study a number of core curriculum 

subjects and may also choose other sub¬ 
jects called electives in later grades. These 
may be general school subjects, or sub¬ 
jects to prepare them for a particular job. 

Exams These are less important in the 
USA than in other countries. Students have their work judged throughout their 
school years. The grades that they are given for written work, class discus¬ 
sions, and tests make up their Grade Point Average (GPA). Students wishing to 
go to college or university may take national exams such as the Scholastic 

Aptitude Test (SAT) and the American College Test (ACT) . These, plus the GPAs, 
are used for entry into higher education. 

Graduation All students who have successfully completed the 12th grade 
can take part in high-school graduation (also called commencement). They wear a 
special cap and gown and are given a high-school diploma. They may also buy 
a copy of the yearbook containing photographs of all the students and their 
teachers. The top student may be asked to be valedictorian, and make a farewell 

speech to the graduates. 

Higher Education (1 8-26) Over 60% of high-school graduates go on 
to higher education. There are two main levels: undergraduate (bachelor's 
degree), and graduate or postgraduate (master’s and doctor's degrees). Students' 
fees are paid by their parents, but about 50% of students get some financial 
help such as scholarships, reduced fees, or low-interest loans. 

Adult Education Millions of Americans take full-time or part-time cours¬ 
es ranging from basic reading skills to graduate studies — at universities, spe¬ 

cialist training schools, community colleges etc. 

Terminology 

High School College 

age grade age 

■ freshman 14-15 9th 18 
■ sophomore 15-16 10th 19 

■ junior 16-17 11th 20 
■ senior 17-18 12th 21 



MEDIA 10 

TV and Radio Stations There are four national commercial TV net¬ 

works in the USA: 

□ American Broadcasting Company (ABC) 

□ Columbia Broadcasting Service (CBS) 

□ National Broadcasting Company (NBC) 

□ Fox TV 

There are about 1,300 commercial TV stations, and 400 non-commercial sta¬ 
tions. Most of the commercial stations are connected to a national network. 

Network Programs These mostly provide general-interest entertain¬ 
ment: game shows, talk shows, sports, comedies, old movies, and movies 
made for TV. They are paid for by advertising. 

Cable and Satellite Most large cities have about 35 cable TV stations. 
Channels usually specialize in a particular subject such as sports, movies, reli¬ 
gion, news (e.g. CNN), shopping, music (e.g. MTV), health, pornography, or 
foreign-language programs. On public access channels, amateurs can show their 
own programs. Many hotels, bars, and clubs have satellite dishes for live sport¬ 
ing events. 

Public Broadcasting Service PBS is a non-commercial network of sta¬ 
tions that is paid for partly by sponsorship from businesses and gifts from 
viewers. It has better-quality programs than the commercial channels. 

Radio Like TV, many radio stations are connected to national networks such 
as ABC, CBS, and NBC. There are also over 100 regional networks, and many 
of them specialize in a particular subject, e.g. foreign-language stations. News 
and talk stations usually broadcast on AM, and music stations on FM. There 
are also non-commercial networks that broadcast more serious programs, such 
as National Public Radio (NPR), which specializes in news and current affairs. 

Newspapers Most US newspapers are 
regional. The only national papers are the 
Christian Science Monitor, USA Today, and the 
Wall Street Journal. USA Today is the leading 
popular paper; it has many color pictures and 
sports stories. The Wall Street Journal is the 
leading business paper. Some of the respected 
regional papers such as the New York Times, 
Washington Post, and Los Angeles Times are 
available in other cities. 

► tabloid papers are available in most 
cities as well as the larger quality papers. 
Popular tabloids such as the Daily News (New 
York City) and the Herald (Boston) have many pictures and stories about sports 
and crimes. 

► Sunday papers are often available on Saturday afternoon. Most daily 
papers have a Sunday edition that has many sections - the Sunday edition of 
the New York Times can weigh over 10 pounds (4.5 kilograms). 

Magazines Weekly news magazines such as Newsweek and Time have good 
coverage of national and international news, and are very popular. The most 
popular magazines are those that specialize in sports, fashion, and TV listings. 

Buying a Newspaper 

One-third of Americans have 
newspapers delivered; they are 
usually thrown onto the 
doorstep, covered in plastic to 
protect them from the weather. 
You can also buy them from 
newsstands, and from vending 
machines on the street, in shop¬ 
ping malls, gas stations etc. You 
have to put in the right money, 
and the company trusts you to 
take only one paper. 



11 LEISURE 

Americans do not have 
much time off from 
work (see employment), 

and they usually enjoy 
their vacations with all the family. 

Public Holidays As well as 
the federal holidays many states 
have their own public holidays. 
Many holidays are on Mondays 
to provide three-day weekends. 

► Christmas and New Year 
are important family celebrations. 
Most homes have a Christmas tree 
covered with lights and other 

Federal Holidays 

January 1 New Year's Day 

3rd Mon in January Martin Luther King 
Day 

3rd Mon in February Presidents' Day (the 
birthdays of Lincoln 
and Washington) 

last Mon in May Memorial Day (to 
remember those who 
died in war) 

July 4 Independence Day 
1st Mon in September Labor Day 
2nd Mon in October Columbus Day 
November 11 Veterans Day 
4thThurs in November Thanksgiving 
December 25 Christmas Day 

Christmas dinner of roast turkey, potatoes, and other vegetables. On New Year's 
Eve it is traditional to go to parties. 

► Easter is the time when American children think of the Easter Bunny, an 
imaginary rabbit that delivers Easter baskets of candy and chocolate eggs. 

► Thanksgiving celebrates the Erst feast between the Pilgrims and the 
Native Americans. Families gather together for a traditional Thanksgiving meal 
of turkey, sweet potatoes, and pumpkin and apple pie. 

Social Clubs There are many social clubs which, together with the local 
church, are the center of social and business life in many small towns. 

Bars There are many different types of bar. Waiters serve you at your table 
and you pay either after each round of drinks or you can have a tab (account) 
which you pick up (pay) when you leave. In a group, Americans usually pay for 
their own drinks rather than buy rounds. Bars with live music may have a cover 
charge (entrance fee). Most Americans leave 15% to 20% tips in bars. 

Eating Out Americans love eating out, and there is a wide choice of eating 
places with food from all over the world. Most people leave 15% to 20% tips. 

Sports Americans take sports very seriously. The most popular participant 
sports are swimming, cycling, skiing, fishing, jogging, and aerobics. The top 
spectator sports are baseball (the national game), football, and basketball. 

Shopping Most Americans shop in department stores, supermarkets, and 
malls instead of going to small stores in town centers. Shopping is generally 
easy and relaxed because of the large stores and long opening hours. 

► Shopping Malls are common in the USA. Most have department stores, 
chain stores, banks, hairdressers, restaurants, fast food etc. 

► Payment Most stores accept credit cards, but many will only accept a 
check if your bank is in the same city and you show some identification. 

► Sales Tax Prices are always shown and quoted without the state sales tax. 
Goods sold free of sales tax vary from state to state. 

► Consumer Rights Consumers are well protected by US laws, and most 
stores will exchange goods or give you your money back without question. 



GEOGRAPHY 



13 ADMINISTRATION 

UK is the abbreviation for 
United Kingdom, which is 
short for the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland. Great Britain consists of 
England, Wales, and Scotland. The 
British Isles refers to the group of 
islands made up of Britain, Ireland, and their neighboring islands. The four 
countries that make up the UK have just one government, but each has its own 
cultural identity. Wales has its own Celtic language, Welsh, which is quite 
widely spoken. Scotland has more self-government than Wales, including its 
own education and legal systems. Gaelic, Scotland’s Celtic language, is not 
very widely spoken. Ireland is divided politically into Northern Ireland, where 
the population is mostly Protestant, and the Irish Republic (called Eire in Irish 
Gaelic), which is mostly Roman Catholic; the Republic has been independent 
of the UK since 1921. 
The UK has a large population for such a small country. It measures 243,500 
square kilometers, and no place is more than 120 kilometers from the ocean. 
Most of England is quite flat, while much of Scotland and Wales is mountain¬ 
ous. 90% of the British population lives in urban areas. 

Government The UK is a constitutional monarchy, although the role of the 
head of state, Queen Elizabeth II, is mostly ceremonial. The leader of the gov¬ 
ernment is the Prime Minister, who is chosen by the party with the most seats 
in the House of Commons. 
The House of Commons (the lower house in the British parliament) is elected 
at general elections. Laws cannot be passed by the Commons without the agree¬ 
ment of the House of Lords (the upper house), which is made up of hereditary 
and life peers. 

Local government For the purposes of government, the UK is divided up 
as follows: 

Country Area 
(sq Ians) 

Population 

England 130,400 46,170,300 
Wales 20,800 2 798 200 
Scotland 78,800 5,130,000 
Northern Ireland 14,000 1,570,000 

□ England is divided into 39 large areas called counties, run by county coun¬ 
cils, which are themselves divided into districts, run by district councils. 
The boundaries of many counties have not changed since Saxon 
times. There are also 36 unitary authorities, which are known as metro¬ 
politan districts, covering the main urban areas outside London; these 
combine the functions of district and county councils. 

□ Greater London is a separate area divided into 32 boroughs plus the 
Corporation of the City of London (the City is London’s financial district). 

□ Scotland is divided into 32 unitary authorities, including 3 island councils 
(Orkney, Shetland, and the Western Isles). 

□ Wales is divided into 22 unitary authorities. 

□ Northern Ireland is divided into 26 district councils. 
Most of these authorities have their own representatives, called councilors, who 
usually belong to one of the main political parties and are normally elected 
every four years. The English county, metropolitan, and borough councils pro¬ 
vide major services, e.g. education, social services, and roads; district councils 
are responsible for local services, e.g. public housing and garbage collection. 
The Northern Irish district councils and the English, Scottish, and Welsh uni¬ 

tary authorities provide all services. 



TRANSPORTATION 

The UK has a full air, rail, and road network. 
Distances are quite short, and travel is gen¬ 

erally easy. 
Air Flying is expensive (especially compared 
with North America), but for longer distances, 
such as between London and Glasgow or 
Belfast, it is much quicker than road or rail. 
There are four main international airports: Heathrow, Gatwick, and Stansted 
(all near London) and Glasgow. There are also 30 regional airports. 

Train The UK has a large railroad network with regular services between all 
main cities, and each region has its own local links. There are also direct rail 
links with mainland Europe through the Channel Tunnel. Long-distance trains 
are air-conditioned, with a buffet car for snacks: many also have a restaurant. 
Sleeping compartments are available on long routes. 

Bus Long-distance buses are usually called coaches in the UK. There is a 
national network of scheduled services, and services to most main European 
cities. Buses are up to 50% cheaper than train travel, but slower. Many long¬ 
distance buses have toilets, videos etc. 

London -> Edinburgh 

■ air 1V4 hours 

■ train 5 hours 

■ bus 9 hours 

■ car 8 hours 

Ship and Ferry Regular car and passenger ferry services operate all 
through the year to ports on mainland Europe and within the British Isles. 

Urban Transportation 
► underground rail networks (subways) exist in Liverpool, Glasgow, 
and Tyneside, but they are very small compared with the London 
Underground (the Tube), which has 254 miles of track and 272 stations. 

► bus services in every region are run by local bus companies. Some cities 
have 24-hour services. On some double-decker buses you can buy your ticket 
from a conductor on the bus. 

► taxis are either licensed taxis (cabs) or private hire cars (minicabs). You can 
stop a licensed taxi in the street and get in, but minicabs must be reserved in 
advance by telephone. If a minicab has no meter then the fare should be 
agreed in advance. Taxi drivers expect a tip of around 10%. 

Car Although gas is quite expensive, the road network covers most areas and 
travel by car is easy and convenient (except in London, where traffic jams are 
a problem). Motorways (indicated by the letter M, e.g. Ml, M25) are high-speed 

routes between cities, 
usually with three lanes 
in both directions; A 
roads (also called trunk 
roads) are the main sec¬ 
ondary routes; and B 
roads are minor routes. 
In remote areas you may 
find single-track roads 
that have passing places 
about every 100 meters 
or so. The main auto¬ 
mobile organizations are 

the Automobile Association (AA) and the Royal Automobile Club (RAC). 

Rules of the Road 

■ Drive on the left. 
■ At roundabouts yield to traffic coming from the right. 
■ Drivers and front-seat passengers must wear seat 

belts; back-seat passengers must also wear them if 
the car has them. 

■ Speed limits (unless indicated otherwise): 30 miles 
(48 kms) per hour in towns, 60 miles (96 kms) per 
hour on main roads outside towns, 70 miles (112 
kms) per hour on motorways and some A roads. 

■ Vehicles over 3 years old (5 years in Northern Ireland) 
must have a document to prove they are safe to drive 
(an MOT certificate). 



15 COMMUNICATIONS 

The main telephone network is 
operated by British Telecom¬ 
munications (BT). Mercury Com¬ 
munications and some cable TV 

companies also offer telephone services. 

Dialing 

To call somebody with the same area 
code, you dial the number only; to call somebody in another area, you dial the 
area code first and then the number. Area codes are listed in phone books pro¬ 
vided free to all people with telephones. They also receive a free copy of the 
Yellow Pages™, which lists the telephone numbers of businesses offering goods 
and services in the area. 
To make an international call, first dial 00, then the country code, then the 
number. International codes are also listed in phone books. 

Charges Calls are generally cheaper in the evenings and on weekends. 

□ Premium rate services such as weather forecasts and chat lines have the 
code 0891 or 0898. They are expensive. 

□ Freephone numbers have the code 0800 and are free. They are usually 
provided by businesses to give information about their products. 

► Mobile (Cellular) Phones are common in the UK. Calls made to and 
from mobile phones usually cost more than standard calls. 

Pay phones You can find pay phones in streets, airports, train or bus sta¬ 
tions, restaurants etc. Many pay phones accept phonecards and credit cards. 
Post Office There is a post office in nearly every town and village in the 
UK. Small post offices are called sub-post offices. 

Delivery First-class mail is usually delivered by the next working day, and 
second-class mail by the third working day after collection. Letters can be 
mailed in post offices or in red pillar boxes or mailboxes set into walls. 

Stamps You can buy stamps from post offices, in many stores, and from 
vending machines in streets, airports, train stations etc. 

Postcode (zip code) This is a group of numbers and letters that helps the 
post office to find an address. 

Postal Services The Post Office provides a wide range of services: 

□ airmail is available for letters, small packages, books, and newspapers. 

□ application forms are available for drivers’ licenses and passports. 

□ Girobank is a banking service that operates through the Post Office. 

□ the National Savings Bank is like a savings account at a bank. 

□ postal orders are a safe way of sending money by mail. 

□ gas, phone, tax bills etc can be paid at post offices. 

□ poste restante (general delivery) letters can only be sent to main post 
offices, where they are kept free of charge. They are returned to the 
person who sent them if not collected within two weeks (one month 

for letters from abroad). 
□ recorded delivery provides proof that you mailed the letter or package. 

□ registered mail offers high security for mailing valuable things. 

Useful Numbers 

Emergency (fire, ambulance, police) 999 
Operator 100 
International Operator 155 
Directory Enquiries 192 
International Directory Enquiries 153 
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Work hours vary according to your employer, the type of work 
you do, and the particular position you hold. In manufacturing 
the usual work week is between 38 and 40 hours, while many 
office employees work between 35 and 38 hours per week (a 

35-hour week is usually referred to as working 9 to 5). However, some employ¬ 
ees, e.g. in hospitals or hotels, may work between 50 and 100 hours per week. 

► flexitime is a system operated by many employers, especially in offices. 
Employees have to be at work between certain hours called core time, e.g. 9:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., but they can arrange the rest of 
their work hours themselves, e.g. by starting early, working through lunch, or 

working late. 
► overtime, usually the normal rate of pay plus 25% on weekdays and 
Saturdays (plus 50% on Sundays), is paid in some jobs where the employees 

work longer than the normal hours. 

Vacations Most British employees have four to six weeks’ paid vacation 
each year, as well as public holidays (see leisure). In most jobs, all vacation days 

have to be taken in the same year that they are earned. 

Wages and Salaries Professional and white-collar employees receive a 
monthly salary, paid directly into a bank or building society account. They also 
receive a pay statement (or payslip) with details of the total salary and the 
money that has been taken away from it for e.g. income tax, national insurance, 
or the company pension plan. Manual labor and temporary staff usually 
receive a pay packet eVery Friday containing their wages in cash and a wage slip. 

Sickness and Accidents When employees are off work for less than 
seven days they usually have to fill out a self-certification form. A doctor’s certifi¬ 

cate is needed for longer periods off work. 

Income Tax The Inland Revenue collects the taxes you owe on your income, 
minus personal allowances (amounts of money that you are allowed to earn 
without paying tax on them). Most people do not fill out a tax return; their 
taxes are automatically taken from their wages by their employers under the 
Pay-As-You-Earn (PAYE) program. Self-employed people pay taxes based on 
the information they give in a tax return and a set of financial accounts. The 
tax year starts on April 6 and ends on the following April 5. 

National Insurance State social welfare is partly paid for by National 
Insurance (NI) contributions which give you the right to a pension, and usually to 
unemployment and other benefits. Most British residents have to pay NI con¬ 
tributions, and they are usually taken off your salary by your employer. 

Unemployment To receive unemployment benefit you must have paid full 
NI contributions over a certain period. Your benefits are paid every two weeks 
by a girocheque that can be cashed at a post office or paid into a bank account. 
You must sign your name at a Jobcentre (unemployment office) every two 

weeks to prove that you are available for work. If you do not qualify for 
unemployment benefit you can apply for other social-security payments such 
as Income Support, and in the future both of these types of payment may be 
replaced by a new benefit called a Jobseeker's Allowance. 



17 BANKING 

The British banking system is managed by the Bank of England, which 
does not deal with the public but acts as a banker to the government and 
the commercial banks. 

Currency The pound sterling (£) is divided into 100 pence (p). There are lp, 
2p, 5p, lOp, 20p, 50p, and £1 coins, and Bank of England bills worth £5, £10, 
£20, and £50. Scottish and Northern Irish banks print their own money, and 
the Scottish banks still print £1 bills. 

Banks The main commercial banks with branches throughout England and 
Wales are Barclays, Natwest (National Westminster), Lloyds, and the Midland 
Bank. The leading banks in Scotland are the Bank of Scotland and the Royal 
Bank of Scotland; and in Northern Ireland, the Northern Bank and the Ulster 
Bank. 

Building Societies Traditionally, the main role of building societies (sav¬ 
ings and loan associations) has been to encourage customers to save money 
with them so that they can lend money to other customers for buying houses. 
Many now also offer a full range of financial services in competition with the 

banks. 

Financial Services Banks and building societies offer a range of services. 

► current accounts are used by most people for paying in their salaries and 
making payments by check. Together with a checkbook, most customers are 
given a cash card to use in cash machines, and a check guarantee card (also called 
a banker's card or a check card) which promises that checks up to a certain 
amount (usually £100) will be paid by the bank. Most businesses will not 
accept checks without a check card. Some check cards can also be used as debit 
cards: the store or business automatically receives money from your account 
without you having to write a check. Current accounts are also useful for mak¬ 
ing payments by standing order (fixed amounts that are paid regularly, e.g. rent) 
or direct debit (irregular amounts, e.g. gas or telephone bills). Most banks don’t 
charge you for these services as long as you have money in your account, but 
charges for overdrafts (when you take out more money than you had in your 

account) are very high. 

► deposit (savings) accounts earn more interest than current accounts. 
When you put money in, or take it out, it is written in a passbook which you 
have to show to the bank employee. You may need to give advance notice 
before taking money out (e.g. seven days), or you may lose some of your inter¬ 
est. Many people keep their savings in a building society or bank deposit 
account and keep their current accounts for day-to-day use. 

► other financial services available include home banking (by telephone 
or computer), personal and business loans, pensions, insurance, and foreign 

exchange. 

Cash Machines Most banks and many building societies have 24-hour 
cash machines (ATMs) for taking money out using cash cards. Usually you can 
take a maximum of £250 each day. You can also use the machine to see how 
much money is in your account, and order check books. Cash machines are 
linked in a national and international computerized network and they accept 

cards from many different banks and building societies. 
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Medical treatment is provided by the National 
Health Service (NHS), which covers a wide 
range of services including hospitals, spe¬ 
cialists, family doctors, dentists, ambu¬ 

lances, and community health care. The NHS is paid for 
by taxes and National Insurance contributions (see 
employment). In general, medical care is free, but there are 
some fixed charges, e.g. for prescriptions (see below). 

Emergencies 

Anyone who is seri¬ 
ously ill can phone 
999 for an ambu¬ 
lance and be taken to 
hospital for free 
emergency treat¬ 

ment. 

Doctors To receive medical and health care people register with a local or 
family doctor called a general practitioner (GP), who examines patients in his or 
her clinic. You usually have to make an appointment to see a doctor, although 
you can also call a doctor to your home if you are too sick to visit the clinic. 
On weekends and public holidays a GP will go to people's homes only in 
emergencies. For minor illness the doctor may write a prescription for medi¬ 
cines that must be supplied by a chemist (pharmacist); when necessary a 
patient will be sent to a hospital specialist. There is a charge for prescription 
medicines but drugs are free for hospital patients. 

Family Planning Clinics These provide free contraceptives and advice 
on contraception and sexual health. 

Well Man/Woman Clinics These specialize in all areas of men’s and 
women’s health. 

Chemists You can buy over-the-counter (non-prescription) medicines and 
drugs ordered by a doctor at a chemist’s shop (pharmacy); chemists also sell a 
wide range of other items such as soap, baby foods, and make-up. In larger 
cities some chemists stay open 24 hours, and in most towns at least one 
chemist is open in the evenings or on Sunday. There are lists of late-opening 
chemists on chemists’ doors, in local libraries, and in local newspapers. 

Dentists You don’t have to register with a dentist. Most dentists treat NHS 
and private patients. NHS patients save about 20% of the cost of general 
treatment (such as having teeth filled or taken out) according to a fixed list of 
prices. 

Private Medicine Many doctors and dentists have private patients who 
pay for the cost of their treatment. The NHS also has some hospital beds avail¬ 
able for private patients. About 10% of the population has private health 
insurance, usually to avoid long NHS waiting lists for minor operations. Some 
employers provide health insurance for their employees. There are many 
types of insurance available, and some of the larger companies have their own 
private hospitals. 

Alternative Medicine These are natural treatments used instead of 
modern drugs or operations, also called complementary medicine. They include 
acupuncture, homeopathy, osteopathy, aromatherapy, reflexology, Chinese 
medicine, herbal medicine, and the Alexander technique. These treatments 
are not usually available under the NHS. 

Trust Hospitals These are NHS hospitals that have opted out (left their 
local health authority to manage themselves). They are funded directly by the 
government. 
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State education in the UK is free, and all children aged between 5 and 16 
have to go to school by law. 

Pre-school Education (up to age 5) Most 4 year olds (and some 2- 
and 3-year-olds) go to state-provided or private nursery schools. Many young 
children also go to pre-school playgroups run by parents. 

Primary Education (5-1 1) The first year of primary school is called 
Reception, followed by Year 1, Year 2 etc, up to Year 6 for 11-year-olds. Some 
private fee-paying primary schools are called prep(aratory) schools. 

Secondary Education (11-16/18) There are three types of school: 

► comprehensive schools are government-run schools (usually for boys 
and girls) offering free education to children of all abilities from a particular area. 

► independent schools are private schools paid for by parents. They are 
commonly called private or public schools. They educate about 6% of children. 

► grant-maintained schools are schools that have opted out (left local 
authority control to manage themselves). They are paid for by the government. 

Curriculum Children 
aged 5 to 16 follow a nation¬ 
al curriculum ordered by the 
government. They study 
three core subjects-. English, 
math, and science (in Wales 
Welsh is also a core subject), 
and six or seven others 
called foundation subjects. 
Around the age of 16 they 
take the General Certificate of 
Secondary Education (GCSE) 
exams. 
► A-levels Those who wish to enter a university or college must study (nor¬ 
mally for two years) for GCE Advanced Level examinations (A-levels) in 
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, usually in three subjects. In Scotland, 
which has a separate educational system, pupils take Highers, not A-levels. 

Further Education (16—18) Further education (FE) refers to education 
after the official school-leaving age. Those who wish to study for A-levels 
may continue in the same school in the sixth form, or they may go to a sixth- 
form college. Much further education aims to prepare people for a particular job 
and is provided by colleges of further education, art schools, agricultural colleges etc. 

Higher Education (18-26) This is provided by universities which give 
undergraduate degrees (BA, BSc etc.). Students get a grant from their local educa¬ 
tion authority, but most need extra money to live on, usually parental contribu¬ 
tions or low-interest student loans. Some students continue as postgraduates and 
study for higher degrees (a master's degree or doctorate). 

Adult Education This is provided by FE colleges and the extramural depart¬ 
ments of universities. Adults can also study for a degree at the Open 
University, which provides undergraduate and postgraduate courses by corre¬ 
spondence (distance learning). No qualifications are necessary, and the students 
have textbooks, TV and radio programs, and some individual lessons. 

Key Stage _ 

There are four age groups called Key Stages: 

Key Stage Age 

1 M7 
2 7-11 
3 11-14 
4 14-16 

At the end of each Key Stage children take national 
tests: exams in the core subjects for the first three 
stages, and up to ten GCSEs at the end of Key Stage 4. 



TV and Radio Stations The UK has four terrestrial television channels: 

► BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) has two channels, BBC 1 and BBC 2, 
paid for by a license fee paid each year by all owners of TVs. BBC 1 broadcasts 
drama, sports, news, movies, and comedy. BBC 2 provides more cultural and 
minority-interest television, including schools broadcasts and the Open 
University {see education). 

► ITV (Independent Television) broadcasts programs from 15 independent 
regional companies which are paid for by advertising. ITV programs are simi¬ 
lar to BBC 1 and the two channels compete for the average television viewer. 

► Channel 4 (C4) is an independent channel, paid for by advertising, which 
provides movies as well as cultural and minority-interest programs. Instead of 
C4, Wales has the S4C Welsh Fourth Channel, which broadcasts in Welsh. 

Cable and Satellite Many homes have satellite dishes or cable TV con¬ 
nections. The main broadcaster is British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB), which 
shows sports, films, news, comedies etc. It is also possible to see programs 
broadcast from other European countries on cable or satellite TV. 

Radio The BBC has five national radio 
stations, and regional services in 
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. 
There are three independent national sta¬ 
tions, 40 local BBC stations, and over 170 
independent local stations. 

Newspapers As well as the national 
papers, some cities have their own evening 
papers, and there are many regional 
papers, weekly papers, and free papers 
(containing local news and advertise¬ 
ments). Many people have a daily paper 
delivered each morning; otherwise papers 
can be bought in newsagents, comer shops, supermarkets, and at street stands. 

► tabloid and broadsheet are the two sizes of British newspapers. The 
quality papers appear in the large broadsheet page size and provide detailed 
reports and comments on national and international affairs, financial news, arts 
and culture, and sports. The tabloid papers (with smaller page size) give more 
space to sex scandals and stories about television and sports personalities, and 
the royal family. 

► the national broadsheets are the Daily Telegraph and the Times (center- 
right), the Guardian and the Independent (center-left), and the Financial Times 
(the leading business paper). 

► the national tabloids are the Daily Express, Daily Mail, Daily Star, and the 
Sun (right-wing), and the Daily Mirror (left-wing). 

► Sunday papers e.g. the Sunday Mirror and the Independent on Sunday are 
larger than the daily editions, often with a color magazine called a color supple¬ 
ment. Color supplements also come with some Saturday newspapers. 

Magazines Newsagents sell a large selection of publications ranging from 
serious news magazines to comics. The best-selling magazines are TV guides 
and women's magazines. 

BBC National Radio 

■ Radio 1 (97.6-99.8 MHz FM) Pop and 
rock music 

■ Radio 2 (88-90.2 MHz FM) Popular 
music, entertainment, and comedy. 

■ Radio 3 (90.2-92.4 MHz FM) Classical 
music, drama, and documentaries. 

■ Radio 4 (198 kHz LW; 92.4-94.6 MHz 
FM) News, documentaries, current affairs, 
drama, and entertainment. 

■ Radio 5 Live (693/909 kHz MW) 
News and sports. 
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Most British people’s 
favorite social activities 
include visiting friends 
and going to restaurants, 

pubs, and the movies. 

Public Holidays These are called 
bank holidays (because banks shut). 
Schools, businesses, and most stores 
are closed on bank holidays. 

► long weekends are when there 
is a bank holiday on a Monday. 
Families often use this extra time for 
trips to the seaside or the country. 

► Christmas is the most important 
national holiday. People send 
Christmas cards to friends and relatives, 
and cover a Christmas tree with decora¬ 
tions and lights. The exchange of pre¬ 
sents around the tree on Christmas Day 
is followed by Christmas dinner, typically roast turkey with roast potatoes and 
other vegetables. The next day is called Boxing Day, which most families spend 
watching TV or visiting friends and relatives. 

Public Holidays 

January 1 New Year's Day 
January 2 New Year Bank 

Holiday (Scotland only) 
March 17 St Patrick's Day 

(Northern Ireland only) 
March or April Good Friday 

(varies each year) Easter Monday 
(not Scotland) 

First Mon in May May Day 
Last Mon in May Spring Bank Holiday 

(not Scotland) 
July 12 Battle of the Boyne 

(Northern Ireland only) 

First Mon in August Summer Bank Holiday 
(Scotland only) 

Last Mon in August Summer Bank Holiday 
(not Scotland) 

December 25 Christmas Day 

December 26 Boxing Day 

► New Year is an important celebration. On New Year's Eve it is traditional 
to go to parties and stay up drinking for most of the night. 

Pubs The pub, or public house, is an important part of British social life. You 
order your drinks over the bar and pay for them immediately. 

Eating Out There are many restaurants and cafes offering good cooking 
from Britain and the rest of the world, and many others providing fast food or 
takeaway food (carry-out food). Restaurants may include a service charge of 
about 10%, but otherwise people tip between 10% and 15%. 

Shopping Many people shop in supermarkets and shopping malls, but the 
UK also has many traditional stores and markets. 

► high-street shops include department stores, chain stores (stores that 
have branches in many towns), and specialty stores. 

► corner shops (not always on a corner!) sell a range of basic foods, drinks, 
tobacco etc. They usually stay open late in the evening. 

street markets are open-air or covered markets held in many towns and 

cities, usually on the same day or days every week. 

► car boot sales of second-hand goods are held in large parking lots or 

fields. People display the goods in the trunk of their car. 

Value Added Tax (VAT) This is a sales tax on a wide range of goods and 
services. Certain items such as books and newspapers are free of VAT. 

Payment and Refunds Payment by cash, check (with check card), cred¬ 
it card, and debit card (see banking) is very common. Refunds (getting your 
money back, e.g. when something is broken or the wrong size) are possible 

only if you have a receipt. 
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Australia (officially called 
the Commonwealth of 
Australia) is situated in 
the Southern Hemi¬ 

sphere between the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans. It measures 
7,682,300 square kilometers 
(almost 3 million square miles), 
and is the sixth-largest country in 
the world. Yet it has a population 
of only 17.5 million - an average 
of less than two people per squa 
mile, making it one of the least densely populated countries in the world. Most 
Australians live in cities in the east and southeast. Inland, large areas of the 
country are desert or semi-desert, known as the outback. 
The majority of Australians are of British origin, and English is the official lan¬ 
guage. However, in the last 40 years many immigrants have arrived from 
southern Europe and Southeast Asia, giving Australia a richer and more varied 
culture. Australia's oldest inhabitants, the Aboriginal Australians and Torres 
Strait Islanders, have lived there for 60,000 years, but large numbers of them 
were killed by disease or conflict during the early colonial years. There are 
now around 260,000 Native Australians, approximately 1.5% of the popula¬ 
tion. 

Largest Metropolitan Areas by State 

City Population State 

Sydney 3,596,000 New South Wales 
Melbourne 3,002,300 Victoria 
Adelaide 1,023,700 South Australia 
Perth 1,118,800 Western Australia 
Brisbane 1,240,300 Queensland 
Canberra 297,300 Australian Capital 

Territory 
Hobart 179,900 Tasmania 
Darwin 78,139 Northern Territory 

Government Although more and more Australians would like their coun¬ 
try to become a republic, Australia is still a constitutional monarchy and the 
head of state is Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. She is represented 
by a governor-general at national level and by state governors at state level, 
although their roles are ceremonial nowadays. The Australian head of govern¬ 
ment is the prime minister, who is usually the leader of the political party with 
the most seats in the federal parliament. 

There are three main levels of government: 

□ The federal (or Commonwealth) government, based in Canberra, is led by 
the Prime Minister and his or her group of Cabinet Ministers. It is main¬ 
ly concerned with matters of national importance such as the econo¬ 
my, foreign policy, defense, customs duties, communications, and 

social services. 
□ State governments, led by a Premier and his or her cabinet, are responsi¬ 

ble for services in the state including health, education, transporta¬ 

tion, trade, and law enforcement. 
□ States are divided into three levels of local government (shires, cities, 

and municipalities) which manage local services. 

□ Federal Parliament consists of a lower house, the House of 
Representatives, and an upper house, the Senate. By Australian law, 
everybody of voting age must vote at elections, and the voter must 
vote for candidates in the order they prefer. If no candidate wins an 
overall majority, the preferences are used to decide the winner. 



TRANSPORTATION 

Australia’s transportation services are 
mostly modern and efficient, 
although they may not operate very 
often in remote country areas. 

Distances are always expressed in kilometers. 

Air Air travel is expensive, but because of the 
distances between cities, it is the most efficient 
way to travel. In remote areas, private planes 
are common. Every city has an airport, and 
there are hundreds of local airports and unoffi¬ 
cial landing strips. No smoking is permitted on 
domestic flights. 

Train Traveling by train is usually slower and 
more expensive than traveling by bus, and 
there are very few railroads in the middle or 
the far north of the country. However, trains are usually modem and comfort¬ 
able, and often take you to areas of the country that you would not otherwise 
see. 

Sydney -» Adelaide 

■ air 1 h hours 

■ train 25 '/2 hours 

■ bus 22 hours 

■ car 2 days 

Sydney -► Perth 

■ air 5 hours 

■ train 2 days 16 hours 
(non-stop) 

■ bus 2 days 8 hours 
(non-stop) 

■ car 5 days 
(with stops) 

Bus Australia has a complete network of long-distance bus services. Most 
interstate buses have toilets, air conditioning, videos, snacks, and drinks. 
Often, drivers act as unofficial tour guides and make comments on the places 
they pass through. 

Ferry The major ferry services are between Melbourne and Tasmania. 

Urban transportation 
► bus services are found in all cities. Some cities have 24-hour services. 

► urban rail networks operate in most cities. 

► taxis are generally cheap and easy to find, and all cabs have meters. Drivers 
do not expect a tip, but will appreciate it if you tip them. If you are traveling 
alone, the driver will expect you to sit in the front seat. 

Some cities have other forms of transportation: Melbourne has a very large 
streetcar system; Adelaide has an O-Bahn (a high-speed bus that runs on con¬ 
crete rails); and Sydney has a small monorail system and commuter ferries. 

Car Most interstate highways are simply two-lane roads, and traveling 
between states can take days. Despite this, Australians enjoy driving, and in 
many remote country areas it would be impossible to get around without a 
car. 

► gas is available as 
unleaded, half-leaded, 
diesel, and LPG (liquefied 
petroleum gas). Unlead¬ 
ed is the cheapest. Each 
state has its own auto¬ 
mobile organization and 
these are linked with 
major organizations in 
other countries. 

Rules of the Road 

■ Drive on the left. 

■ Yield to traffic coming from the right. 
■ A left turn is sometimes permitted at a red traffic 

light; this will be clearly indicated. 

■ Drivers and all passengers must wear seat belts. 
■ Speed limits vary according to the state. They are 

usually 60 km per hour in urban areas and 100 km 
per hour on highways. 

■ All vehicles must have third-party insurance, and usu¬ 
ally a document to prove that they are safe to drive. 



COMMUNICATIONS K _^ 
*v> The state communications 

service is officially called 
Telstra, but most Australians 
call it Telecom. Several pri¬ 

vate companies offer alternative ser¬ 
vices. 

Charges There is a fixed charge 
for local calls. Other calls are cheap¬ 
er in the evenings and on weekends. 

Useful Numbers 

Emergency (fire, ambulance, police) 000 
Operator (from private phone) 0011 
Operator (from pay phone) 0176 
Directory Assistance (local) 013 
Directory Assistance (elsewhere) 0175 
Directory Assistance (international) 0103 

□ Freecall numbers have the code 1800 and are free. They are usually pro¬ 
vided by businesses, government departments etc. 

□ 0055 numbers and InfoCall 190 numbers covering a wide range of infor¬ 
mation and entertainment services are charged according to the ser¬ 
vice you call. 

Mobile phones are extremely popular in Australia. 

Pay phones Public telephones are available at post offices, shopping cen¬ 
ters, gas stations etc. 

Post Office There is a post office in almost every city, town, and suburb. 

Delivery Standard letters are delivered within one working day to an 
address within the same town or city, but may take up to four days between 
country areas in different states. Letters can be mailed at post offices or in red 
mailboxes. Yellow mailboxes should be used for Express Post only (see below). 

Stamps These are available from post offices, newsstands, and general stores. 

Zip code Zip codes consist of four numbers. The envelopes preferred by 
Australia Post have four boxes where the zip code should be written. 

Postal Services 
□ airmail is available for sending letters, packages, newspapers etc abroad. 

□ an economy air service is also available; this may take up to three weeks. 

□ the International Express Post delivers almost anywhere within four days. 

□ Air Parcel is a special airmail service for packages delivered within Australia. 

□ taxes and phone bills can be paid at post offices. 

□ Certified Mail provides proof of mailing and delivery. 

□ Commonwealth Bank services, including ATMs, are available at most post 
offices. 

□ Express Post delivers to major towns and cities the next day. 

□ FaxPost is available at over 900 post offices. For a small charge you can 
send or receive documents by fax. 

□ money orders are a safe and convenient method of sending money by mail. 

□ Postpak packaging products (for making packages) and prepaid envelopes 
that do not need stamps are available from all post offices. 

□ general delivery (poste restante) letters can be sent to any post office. They 
will be kept for a month and returned to the sender if not collected. If 
necessary, they can be sent on to another post office. 

□ private post office boxes and locked bags can be rented at most post offices. 

O Security Post offers more security than Certified Mail for valuable items. 
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The official work week is between 35 and 40 hours, although many 
Australians actually work more than 40 hours. Most businesses open at 
9:00 a.m. and close at 5:00 p.m. (known as ‘a 9 to 5 day') or 5:30 p.m., 
but many jobs involve shift work. 

► flextime is quite common in Australia, and around one third of all workers 
can add up any extra hours they work, and take this time off at a later date. 
This is known as time off in lieu. 

► overtime, or penalty rates, may be paid to people who work more than the 
agreed working hours, although not all Australians are paid for their overtime. 

Vacations Most workers have four weeks’ paid vacation each year, plus 
public holidays {see leisure). 

► holiday loading (17.5% more pay than the regular wage) is paid to most 
full-time employees when they are on their main vacations. 

► long-service leave is available to many Australian employees. After 
working for a fixed number of years (usually seven or ten), they can have extra 
paid vacations (normally six weeks to Wo months). 

Wages and Salaries Wages may be paid every week, every Wo weeks, 
or every month. Income tax and, in some cases, pension payments are taken 
from salaries by the employer. There is a strong labor union movement in 
Australia, and many rates of pay are decided by industrial tribunals or agree¬ 
ments beween employers and groups of workers. 

Sick Leave Most workers have the right to at least five days of paid sick 
leave each year. You have to fill out a sick-leave form if you are off work for 
less than five days. A doctor’s certificate is needed for longer periods. 

Income Tax Full-time employees have their taxes taken from their wages 
and paid to the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) by their employer on a PAYE 
(pay-as-you-earn) basis. Self-employed people pay their taxes at the end of 
each fiscal year, June 30. All workers have to fill out a tax return each year. 

Pensions Government retirement pensions are paid for by superannuation 

payments made by employers and employees, who pay a small percentage of 
their salary toward their pension. As well as the government fund, some 
employers have company funds and some individuals set up personal pension 
plans. 

Social Security A wide range of invalid and retirement plans, income sup¬ 
port programs, and unemployment benefits is available to all Australian resi¬ 
dents. These are mainly financed by the Commonwealth Government and 
paid for by taxes. 

Unemployment The federal government’s Newstart Strategy provides Wo 

types of unemployment compensation, both offering different amounts of 
money depending on your savings, the size of your family etc. A Jobsearch 

Allowance is paid to unemployed people aged 16 or 17, and to those aged 18 
and over who have been unemployed for less than a year. The Newstart 

Allowance is paid to those aged over 18 who have been unemployed for more 
than one year. To receive one of these allowances, you must have lived in 
Australia as a resident for more than one year and have registered as unem¬ 
ployed at your local branch of the Commonwealth Employment Service (CES). 
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The Reserve Bank of Australia is the country’s national banking organiza¬ 
tion. It acts as a banker to the federal government and the other banks. It 
does not deal directly with the public. 

Currency The Australian dollar ($) is divided into 100 cents (c). There are 5c, 
10c, 20c, 50c, and $1 and $2 coins, and bills worth $5, $10, $20, $50, and $100. 
Some paper bills have recently been replaced by plastic ones to prevent people 
from making counterfeit copies. 

Banks The main banks, with branches all over Australia, are the 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, the Australia and New Zealand Banking 
Group Ltd (ANZ), the Westpac Banking Corporation, and the National 
Australia Bank. Some state governments also have their own banks, e.g. the 
State Bank of New South Wales, the State Bank of South Australia, and the 
Rural and Industries Bank of Western Australia, and there are many other com¬ 
mercial trading banks, savings banks, credit unions, and savings and loans spe¬ 
cializing in areas such as personal and housing loans. 

Bank Hours Bank hours are generally 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday to 
Thursday, and 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday. Some independent banks and 
the main branches of major banks open on Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 
noon. All banks are closed on public holidays (see leisure). 

Accounts and Services Australian banks offer a wide range of services. 

► cash card accounts provide a card for taking money from ATM 
machines using a PIN (personal identification number). Regular statements are 
sent to your home address. 

► passbook accounts usually earn better rates of interest than other 
accounts. You can pay money in or take it out of your account at any branch of 
the bank, and it is recorded in your passbook. 

► personal checking accounts give you a checkbook that you can use to 
pay bills, or to pay for goods and services, although banks do not issue check 
guarantee cards, and most stores do not accept personal checks. Checkbooks 
are often available with cash card accounts. 

► credit cards, issued by banks and other financial institutions, are widely 
used. Many people use their credit cards not only in stores and restaurants, but 
also to pay regular monthly bills and to buy things over the telephone or by 

mail order. 

Charges Account administration charges vary from bank to bank: some do 
not charge you if you take money out a fixed number of times every month, 
but make a small charge if you take more out in one month. Most banks 

charge you if your account is overdrawn. 

Bank machines (ATMs) 24-hour ATMs, called autotellers, are located at 
most bank branches. A limit is normally placed on the amount of money that 
can be taken out in one day. Most banks allow their clients to take money from 
other banks’ ATMs, both at home and abroad. Many ATMs accept credit cards 

and foreign bank cards. 
EFTPOS Payment by EFTPOS (electronic funds transfer at point of sale) is 
common in stores and other businesses. If you have a cash card you can trans¬ 
fer money directly from your account to pay for goods or services. Many 
stores also give you cash from your account using this system. 



Australia's medical services are among the best 
in the world, and they are not very expensive. 
All Australians (and visitors from some other 
countries) have the right to health care under 

the government’s Medicare program, which is partly paid 
for by taxes. 

Medicare Medicare covers treatment by family doc¬ 
tors, specialists, and public hospitals. You can join the 
program at any Medicare office, where you will be given 
a card. You must take the card with you every time you 
visit a doctor, hospital, or optometrist. You usually have 
to pay the doctor or hospital, and then apply to get the 
money back from Medicare. Medicare has a fixed list of 
charges for medical services, called schedule fees, and it refunds 85% of this 
amount, leaving you to pay the other 15% (called the gap amount). If your doc¬ 
tor charges more than the schedule fee, you have to pay the difference. Some 
doctors send the bill directly to Medicare and do not charge the patient at all. 
This is known as bulk billing. People who have very large medical expenses can 
apply for more help under the Medicare Safety Net program. Medicare does not 
cover dental treatment, home nursing, or alternative medicine. 

Private Health Insurance Around 40% of Australians have private 
health insurance, often to cover additional services not covered by Medicare, 
such as dental treatment. Private health insurance may also help you to avoid 
waiting lists for minor hospital treatment, or to have a private room in a hosp- 
tital. 

Emergencies 

If there is a medical 
emergency, call 000 
and ask for an ambu¬ 
lance. You will be 
charged a fee for call¬ 
ing an ambulance, 
which may be paid 
back by private 
health insurance pro¬ 
grams but not by 
Medicare. 

Doctors Most people register with a local family doctor, known as a General 

Practitioner (GP). The GP treats 
general illnesses and can send 
you to specialists and hospi¬ 
tals if necessary. Doctors' 
offices are open for a few 
hours a day, Monday to 
Friday, and visits are by 
appointment only, but GPs 

will visit you at home if you are too ill to come to the office. 

Pharmacies You can buy medicine ordered by a doctor from a drugstore or 
pharmacist. Pharmacies are generally open during regular store hours, but 
some stay open until late in the evening or even 24 hours. Prescriptions 
(ordered by a doctor) are partly paid for by the government, and the patient 
pays a fixed amount for each prescription. If you have to buy a large amount of 
medicine you can apply for more help with payments under the federal gov¬ 
ernment's Pharmaceutical Benefits Safety Net program. 

Dentists Australia has a high standard of dental care, but it is expensive. 
Medicare does not cover general dental treatment, although it may cover some 
operations performed by dental surgeons. 

Optometrists Optometrists provide general eye care, test your eyesight, 
and order and provide glasses and contact lenses. They may send you to an 
ophthalmologist if you need specialist treatment for an eye infection. 

Flying Doctors  

In the Australian outback, where there may be hun¬ 
dreds of kilometers between one home and the next, 
medical services are operated by the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service (RAFDS), whose doctors visit and 
transport patients by light airplane. 
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In Australia, children between the ages 
of 6 and 15 (16 in Tasmania) must go 
to school. 74% of schools are run by 
the government; the rest are private, 

many of them run by religious organiza¬ 
tions such as the Catholic Church. 
Government schools are usually for girls 
and boys of all abilities; private schools 
are often single-sex. 

Pre-school Education (age 3-6) 
Most children go to pre-school centers, usu¬ 
ally for two to three hours a day, two to 
five days a week. 

Primary Education (6-12/13) 
This is divided into lower primary (for ages 
6-9) and upper primary (for ages 9-12). 

Secondary Education (12/13-18) Most secondary schools are run 
by the government. Children over 15 or 16 do not have to go to school, but 
over 75% of pupils now stay at school until they are 18. 

Curriculum and Examinations There is no national curriculum. 
Final-year examinations and continuous assessment decide whether or not a 
pupil will receive a leaving certificate (the name of this certificate varies from 
state to state). Students who want to enter higher education are given an over¬ 
all grade based on their final-year school work. This is called the tertiary 

The School of the Air 

Because people live so far away from 
each other in the outback, it is 
impossible to bring primary school 
pupils together in ordinary day 
schools. The School of the Air gives 
lessons to children living in remote 
areas using two-way radio. Radio 
classes, involving a teacher and 
between 8 and 18 pupils, usually last 
for around thirty minutes. More 
work can be sent through the mail, 
and there are home visits. There are 
Schools of the Air throughout the 
outback. The Alice Springs school 
has 140 pupils living in an area of 
over 2.5 million square kilometers. 

entrance score. 

Higher Education (18-26) Higher education takes place at either a 
university or a Technical and Further Education (TAFE) college. The academic year is 
from late February to December. Australian students usually go to a university 
or college near their home. Courses lead to diplomas, degrees, master’s 
degrees, and doctorates. Undergraduate degrees normally last three years, mas¬ 

ter's degrees one or two years, and doctorates three years. 

^ TAFE colleges cover a wide range of academic and technical subjects, with 
six levels of qualification (the highest diplomas are almost the same standard 
as university degrees). Entry depends on your tertiary entrance score, inter¬ 

views, tests, and work experience. 

^ fees, known as HECS (Higher Education Contribution Scheme), must be paid 
by all students. You can pay these immediately, at a 25% discount, or wait 
until you have a full-time job and pay them as extra income tax. The feder¬ 
al government offers extra financial support, called AUSTUDY, for students 
in financial difficulties, and ABSTUDY for Aboriginal and Torres Straits 
Islander students. Student loans are also available from banks and some uni¬ 

versities. 
Adult Education Adult education programs are run by TAFE colleges, 
community colleges, universities, and private colleges such as those run by the 
Workers' Education Association (WEA). Courses range from part-time degree 
courses to evening classes in leisure subjects. 
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Television Stations There are Eve national television networks 
Australia. Two are paid for by the government and three are commercial. 

□ ABC (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) is the state television and radio 
company. ABC buys many programs from the UK, particularly from the 
BBC, and has no advertising. 

□ SBS (Special Broadcasting Service) was set up by the government for 
Australia's ethnic minorities. It offers a wide range of multicultural and 
foreign-language programs in 73 languages. Its news programs have the 
best international news on Australian television. 

in 

□ commercial channels offer a mixture of news, soap operas, game shows, 
mini-series, and sports programs. The three commercial networks - 
Channel Seven, Channel Nine, and Channel Ten - broadcast programs 
from 42 regional television stations. All three are paid for by advertising 
and show many commercials. 

► pay television Many homes have satellite dishes or cable TV connec¬ 
tions. Normally, you pay a monthly charge, which varies according to the 
number of channels you choose to receive 

Radio Most Australians listen to com¬ 
mercial radio. There are over 150 com¬ 
mercial stations, mostly regional and 
based in the state capitals. They have a 
lot of advertising and play mostly pop 
music. The ABC has three national radio 
stations (see box) and many local stations. 
SBS broadcasts daily radio programs in 
six cities, and there are many local com¬ 
munity stations, including several 
Aboriginal radio stations. 

Newspapers Australia has one of 
the highest levels of newspaper circulation in the world, yet there are only two 
national newspapers: The Australian and The Australian Financial Review. Most 
cities have at least one broadsheet (quality newspaper) such as The Sydney 

Morning Herald, The West Australian, and The Canberra Times-, and one or more 
tabloid newspaper such as The Daily Telegraph Mirror (Sydney), and The Herald- 

Sun (Melbourne). There are also hundreds of local newspapers, and some of 
them are delivered free of charge to homes. You can buy newspapers from 
newsstands, supermarkets etc or have them delivered to your home. Some of 
the quality regional papers are available in other cities, at a higher price. 

► weekend editions of the quality papers appear on Saturday. They are 
much bigger than the weekday papers, often including several sections and a 
color magazine supplement, and they cost a little more than normal. The 
tabloids are generally published on both Saturday and Sunday. 

Magazines Australia has one of the biggest magazine markets in the 
world. The most popular magazines are women’s and sports magazines. 
Australian editions of well-known international magazines, such as Time and 
Newsweek (published as part of an Australian news weekly, The Bulletin), are 
widely available and many newsdealers, particularly in the cities, sell foreign 
magazines and newspapers. 

National Radio _ 

■ ABC National (576 AM) News, 
documentaries, political debates, arts, 
drama, and very little music. 

■ ABC Classic FM (92.9 FM) Mainly 
classical music, some news and general 
arts programs. 

■ Triple J (105.7 FM) Alternative pop 
music, some news and current affairs, 
sports and arts programs, and phone-in 
shows. 
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Most Australians enjoy visiting 
friends and relatives, and going 
to restaurants, barbecues, and 
pubs. Many people take advan¬ 

tage of the fine climate and wide-open 
spaces, and sports are very popular. 

Public Holidays As well as the national 
holidays, each state has its own holidays, 
usually on Mondays, so that people can 
enjoy the long weekend. 

► Christmas and New Year are cele¬ 
brated in the same way as in the USA and 
the UK. However because it takes place dur¬ 
ing the summer, many Australians have their Christmas lunch outdoors - often 
at the beach. 

National Public Holidays 

January 1 New Year’s Day 
January 2 New Year’s Day 

Holiday 
January 26 Australia Day 
March or April Good Friday 

(varies each year) Easter Monday 
First Mon in May May Day 
April 26 
Second Monday 

ANZAC Day 

in June Queen's Birthday 
December 25 Christmas Day 
December 26 Boxing Day 

► Easter in Australia, as in the USA, is associated with the Easter Bunny. 

Eating Out There is a very wide range of places to eat. Many cafes and 
restaurants are bring your own (BYO) establishments, meaning that you can buy 
alcoholic drinks at a bottle shop (liquor store), and bring them into the restaurant 
to drink with your meal. Most people leave a tip of around 10%. 

Nightlife Australian pubs, often called hotels, tend to be a little old-fashioned, 
and most of their customers are men, particularly in country areas. You buy 
your drinks at the bar, and staff do not expect tips. In the cities there are more 
modem pubs, cafes, and nightclubs. 

Sports The most popular participant sports are swimming, tennis, and fish¬ 
ing. The most popular spectator sports are Australian Rules Football, cricket, 

and rugby league. 

Shopping Australian cities have the same range of goods and services as 

most Western cities. 

► shopping malls are popular. Some malls also have movie theaters and 

amusement arcades. 
► chain stores and department stores are common throughout Australia. 

► open-air markets, usually once a week or once a month, are popular in 
Australia. Some sell products found in ordinary stores, some specialize in arts 
and crafts, and others sell second-hand goods. 

Sales Tax There is no sales tax in Australia. 

Payment and Refunds Payment by cash or credit card is most com¬ 

mon. Most stores do not accept checks. 

► lay-by is a common way of buying things in Australia. If you want to buy 
something but cannot afford full payment, you can pay a deposit and ask the 
store to keep it uon lay-by” while you pay the remainder in installments. 

► faulty goods should be taken back to the store, where you will get a 

replacement or your money back. 

Second-hand Goods Australians often buy second-hand. There are 
many charity shops and most cities have a newspaper full of classified adver¬ 
tisements for second-hand goods. Many Australians have garage sales to get ri 

of unwanted household items. 



The US system of weights and measures is based on the old British imperial 
system of yards, gallons, and pounds, but has smaller quantities for some 
measurements. Australia and Britain both use the metric system, though in 
Britain many people still use the imperial terms, especially for describing dis¬ 
tances. 
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LAROUSSE 
ENGLISH 

DICTIONARY 
clear • comprehensive • up-to-date 

The Larousse English Dictionary is a brand-new dictionary 
designed for people who are using English as a practical 
means of communication - for study, business, travel, 
correspondence, or reading. 
Written by an international team of editors based 
in the United States, Britain, and Australia, this new dictionary 
gives you authentic coverage of the language used by English 
speakers throughout the world, with information on key people, 
places, and institutions of cultural significance. 

study • 
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business • reference 
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