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MARIA SCRIVAN 



iS — - a 
Says iS 



All About Me! 

Magazine Girl 

_ Hurdles and Other Obstacles 

Snoozefest 

Raining Cats and Frogs 

Hats OFF 

Cupid Strikes Again 

Dance (But Everyone |s Watching) 

Sing like No One Gan Hear You 

Costumes, Please | 

Showstopper 

SmoKe and Mirrors 

A Day in the Life 

AboutTime 

What's the Story? _ 

What's for Lunch? 

The Envelope, Please 
Stand Up 

A Day in the Life of a Frog If She Wasn't Made out of Jell-O. 





ye 
(AND THIS IS MY 
SKETCHBOOK.) 

a 



AND HANG OUT WITH MY BEST FRIEND, LILY. 
MORE ABOUT HER IN A MINUTE. 



| AM AN ONLY CHILD, 

DAD 
‘BRINGS ME 
COLORING 
BOOKS WHEN 
I'M SICK 

‘TELLS LOTS OF 
JOKES — SOME 
ARE FUNNY 

MOM 
* HELPS ME WITH 
MY HOMEWORK 

“REALLY GREAT 
AT COMPUTERS 
AND MATH 

AND | AM REALLY HAPPY TO HAVE A DOG AND A CAT. 

WE NAMED OUR DOG “TREAT” WE NAMED OUR CAT “CAT” 
BECAUSE THAT’S THE ONLY WAY BECAUSE SHE WON'T COME 
HE’LL COME WHEN WE CALL HIM. NO MATTER WHAT WE SAY. 

| AM MANY THINGS, BUT ONE THING | AM NOT... 



...[S “ENOUGH.” 

enough 
\iinot™ 
ADJECTIVE 

1, FILL A NEED. SUIT A PURPOSE. FIT THE BILL. 

NOT ATHLETIC 

ENE NOT TALENTED 
ENOUGH 

NoTcooL , Ww 
ENOUGH 

SEE ALSO: NERDY, CLUMSY, AWKWARD. 



“ENOUGH” IS ONE OF THOSE WORDS THAT LOOKS 
LIKE IT’S SPELLED WRONG EVEN WHEN IT ISN'T. 

WHATEVER IT IS, | DON’T HAVE IT. 

ENOUGH FRIENDS 
(ESPECIALLY THE POPULAR ONES) 

GLAMOROUS 

EVEN IF IT CAME IN A JAR, 
| WOULDN'T HAVE ENOUGH OF IT. 



BUT AT LEAST | HAVE LILY. 

WE’RE TWO PEAS 
IN A POD. 

AND WE'VE BEEN BEST FRIENDS 
SINCE SECOND GRADE. 

WE DO EVERYTHING TOGETHER. 
WE EVEN HAVE A CLUB. 

EVERYTHING IN THE CLUB IS 
PURPLE BECAUSE THAT’S LILY’S 
FAVORITE COLOR. (I LIKE PINK.) 



LILY LOVES TO SING, AND | GO TO CHORUS 

WITH HER. | CAN'T SING, SO | JUST STAND 
IN THE BACK AND PRETEND |’M SINGING. 

A LOT OF KIDS DO THIS. IF IT WASN'T FOR 
THE FRONT ROW, WE WOULDN'T MAKE A SOUND. 

NOT SINGING DEFINITELY 

NOT SINGING NOT SINGING 



OVER THE SUMMER, LILY MOVED To ANOTHER PART OF TOWN. 



~ | CANT WAIT FOR THE FIRST DAY OF MIDDLE SCHOOL 
TOMORROW, BUT IT WILL BE WEIRD GOING TO A MUCH 
LARGER SCHOOL WITH KIDS FROM ALL OVER. TOWN. 

Sint 

HOPEFULLY WE’LL I’M SO EXCITED LILY 

AND | HAVE LOCKERS BE IN THE SAME 
NEXT TO EACH OTHER! HOMEROOM! 

NO MATTER WHAT, WE CAN 

EAT LUNCH TOGETHER! 



\\' N\\\\*"\ 
\ MAE ee Be J 
N 4) iB hoe 4 

I'M SO HAPPY TO HAVE MY BEST FRIEND 
TO SHARE THIS ADVENTURE WITH! 



a 

DOGS LIFE. | 
MORE 

| 
| 
| YOUR TENNIS / BALL AND YOU geaggey/on. = BELLY RUBS | te). ug WIN LESS TIME 

| 
/ HOW OFTEN | 

i aie 
WAG More, SS SHOULD YoU. || BARK LESS C0 TO THE Hi \ GROOMER? 

| 
HOW To oN 
GET THE | | SOFTER FuR, 
Most ||| | SHINIER Nos? | TREATS 



THE NEXT MORNING | GOT READY FOR SCHOOL... 

LILY AND | USUALLY WEAR THE ...BUT SHE’S NOT RESPONDING. 
SAME OUTFIT ON THE FIRST DAY. 
| TEXTED HER... 

| REALLY DON'T 
HAVE ANYTHING 

TO WEAR. 

MIRROR, MIRROR, 
ON THE WALL, WHO'S 
THE DORKIEST OF 

THEM ALL? 



FIRST-DAY-OF-SCHOOL PICTURES ARE THE WORST. 

|DONTWANTA 2 
MEMORY OF 

SO ARE FIRST-THING-CHRISTMAS-MORNING PICTURES. 
MY MOM DOESN'T LIKE THOSE, EITHER. 



| HOPPED ON MY BIKE, EXCITED TO GET TO SCHOOL AND SEE LILY. 

THAT GIRL LOOKS 

LIKE SHE STEPPED 
OFF THE COVER 
OF A MAGAZINE. 

WAIT! LILY 
KNOWS HER? 



THEYRE 
WEARING THE 
SAME OUTFIT? 

WHY ISN'T LILY 
WAITING UP 

AM | LOSING 
MY BEST 
FRIEND? 



MAGAZINE GiRL 

SUPER 

CONFIDENT 

“—~ POSSIBLY THE “p 
ie COOLEST tay 

_ IN HISTORY 4— ad 
“2 LTS 

Ea? 
0 

e(>, AMAZING 

MAGAZINE GIRL HAS HAIR COVERING ONE EYE. 
PEOPLE ARE MYSTERIOUS WHEN THEY COVER ONE EYE. 



d AYS TELLING PEOPLE S ARE FUNNY. THEYRE ALW. Fe 
RoR AND WHAT TO WEAR AND THINGS THEY SHOULD 
BE DOING. 

PERFECT 
CLOTHES 

| Gorgeous Hair 
EVERY DAY COULD 

THIS cope ay a Emel (UNLESS YOU'RE 
A LOSER LIKE Any NATALIE, THEN Fe Tae 
me HOW TO BE THE Mucus} BEST GIRLFRIEND 

REN’T COOL ENOUGH, THAT MY CLOTHES A nat 

ene: ve ENOUGH, MY aor aa etianes / 
NOU . / STRILS AREN'T CUTE E Has 

Neal Sas (DON'T WE NEED PORES FOR SOMETH 



WHAT IF | 

FORGET THE 
COMBINATION? 

HEY, LILY! 
AREN'T YOU HAPPY 

THAT WE’RE LOCKER, 
NEIGHBORS? 



17 



WHY IS SHE 
IGNORING ME? 

WHAT DID 
| DO WRONG? 

| THOUGHT WE 
WERE BEST 
FRIENDS. 

SEE YOU 
AT GYM? 

DOES THIS HAVE 
SOMETHING TO 

DO WITH THAT 
OTHER GIRL? 

20 



“CHAPTER? 
HURDLES AND 

OTHER OBSTACLES 

GCATEXERCISES = 



| HAD TO GO TO GYM CLASS, THE WORST THING EVER. 

rob 



TWO THINGS HAPPENED IN GYM CLASS. 
ONE, | SAW THE CUTEST BOY I'D EVER SEEN. 

AND TWO, LILY COMPLETELY IGNORED ME. 

ee 

dits| | CANTBELIEVE \gfita 
eee SHE DIDNT RUN 

| eS THE WARM-UP. 

ZS 



MAGAZINE GIRL IS A NATURAL ATHLETE. 

GREAT JOB! 
\ THAT'S A NEW 

RECORD! 2 

ee 

NATALIE, 

YOU'RE UP! 

24 



I'VE GOT TO BUILD 
UP SPEED: 

...FLY THROUGH THE 
AIR EFFORTLESSLY 

AND... 

2s 





I'D TELL YOU TO GET 
BACK ON THE HORSE, 

BUT GO SEE THE 
NURSE INSTEAD. 

LILY DIDN'T EVEN 
ASK ME IF I’M 

OKAY. 

See { DO YoU WANT 
Gee Y= SOME HELP? 

/oUf 



ARE YOU 
OKAY? 

| CAN WALK YOU TO THE 
NURSE JUSTIN CASE. / 

| THINK SO. EVERYTHING \) 
SEEMS TO BE WORKING. / 

— 

NO PROBLEM. NOW | GET 
TO LEAVE GYM EARLY. 

IT'S THE WORST! 

28 



CHAPTER 3 
ONOOZEFEST 



Ss, , 4) , 

ZOE IS FROM ONE OF THE TWO OTHER ELEMENTARY 
O SCHOOLS THAT FUNNELED INTO MIDWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL. 

20 caren 
, ee a 

AND FLUFF SanWcnes 
z LOVES PEANUT BUTTER 

AS MUCH AS | DO 

(ORGANIC) (NOT ORGANIC) 
g O 

30 



"LL LOOK 
FOR YOU 

AT LUNCH! 



YOU DIDN'T 
RUN THE 
WARM-UP. 7 

EVERYONE | | THAT WASN'T 
ELSE DID IT. J COOL. HERE. 

AND WITH A FLIP OF HER HAIR, SHE WAS GONE. 

SZ 



It 
|HAVE A 

BAD FEELING 
ABOUTTHIS... 

Kites re es eet 

pee 

* FOR YOUR EYES ONLY 

i) 



I'M SO NERVOUS, AND MR. | HE WON'T STOP TALKING ABOUT 

KELLY’S LECTURE ISN'T HELPING. HIS PRIZE MUSKMELON. 

34 



THE ENTIRE CLASS WAS 
SNOOZING. 

A TRAVEL PILLOW 

3S 

EVEN THE CLASS MOUSE 
WAS FAST ASLEEP. 

THAT GIRL HAD SO MUCH HAIR 
IN HER FACE | COULDN'T TELL 

IF SHE’S ASLEEP OR NOT. 

THOUGHT | COULD SNEAK A PEEK | 
AT THE NOTE UNDER THE DESK. 

LH 

RINKLE crinkle 



How re you TomMne, 
Vv Now tnat we've in middle 

SC 00 | Need 7 Nang out 

lt Nn Cooler people and vo Ve j 

ot One of them, Maybe f 
it You dave me esents \ 

every day Td réconstder 
But pabably not 

Have a ntee Itt 

P Slt Ie voUme epee 
help with my homework. 

SINCE THAT NOTE IS SO 
INTERESTING, WHY DON'T YOU 
SHARE IT WITH THE CLASS? 

3¢ 



| DON’T KNOW WHAT'S 
WORSE: GETTING DUMPED BY 
LILY OR TOTAL HUMILIATION. 

SUDDENLY EVERYONE WAS 
WIDE AWAKE. 

EXCEPT MAYBE THE GIRL WITH *AHEM# 
THE HAIR IN HER FACE. DEAR NATALIE, 



38 

OKAY CLASS, THAT'S IT FOR 
TODAY. WE HAVE A VERY 
SPECIAL PROJECT COMING 

UP IN A FEW WEEKS! 



WHY DOESN'T 
LILY LIKE ME 
ANYMORE? 

37 



| MET ZOE FOR LUNCH, WHAT WAS THAT 

BUT | WASN'T HUNGRY. NOTE ABOUT ? 

SEE FOR 

YOURSELF. 

SHE'S MY 
BEST FRIEND. 

SHE SOUNDS I'D GIVE YOU 

LIKE A WORST “FRENEMY” 
FRIEND. AT BEST. 

40 



BUT WE'VE BEEN 

BEST FRIENDS SINCE 

SECOND GRADE. 
a rs 

EVERYTHING 
TOGETHER. 

oe ee Pe eed CANDY 

eo 

WE HAD A CLUB TOGETHER. 
ON THE SEESAW. EVERYTHING WAS PURPLE. —! 

LILY PICKED THE 
BEST HALLOWEEN 

COSTUMES. 

_ SHE WAS ALSO MY 
FASHION CONSULTANT. & 

aN mle ae bi Ab 

41 



BUT EVER SINCE 
SHE MOVED, SHE’S 

BEEN SO BUSY. 

BUT SHE’S 

MY BEST 
FRIEND! 

THAT GIRL SHE’S 

WITH IS ALEX. 

42. 

SOUNDS LIKE SHE’S 
IGNORING YOU. 

NOT 
ANYMORE. 

SHE’S KIND OF 
A LEGEND. 



ALEX WAS THE MOST 
POPULAR GIRL IN MY 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 

SHE'S GOOD SHE’S AN AMAZING 
AT EVERYTHING. ATHLETE, A GREAT 

: SINGER... 

SHE HAS THE COOLEST CLOTHES SHE ONLY HANGS OUT WITH 
AND HAIR. SHE’S EVEN DONE THE MOST POPULAR KIDS. 

SOME MODELING! 

43 



ALEX CAN CHANGE YOUR 

ENTIRE SOCIAL STATUS 

JUST BY TALKING TO YOU! 

| LIVE RIGHT 
NEAR ALEX. 

44 

YOUR “FRIEND” LILY MOVED 

INTO MY NEIGHBORHOOD 

THIS SUMMER. 

WE ALL GO TO 
THE SAME POOL. 



IT SOUNDS LIKE LILY IS 
TRYING TO MOVE UP 
THE FOOD CHAIN. 

BACK IN FIRST GRADE, BUT \- 
| GUESS SHE DIDN'T THINK | 
WAS COOL ENOUGH, SO SHE 
STARTED IGNORING ME. 7 

WERE YOU EVER, 
FRIENDS WITH ALEX? 

4S 



OH, THAT’S DEREK. HE 
WENT TO MY ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL, TOO. 

| KNOW HE’S REALLY 
SMART AND LIKES 
COMIC BOOKS. 

HE'S KINDA SHY, SO | DON'T 
KNOW HIM VERY WELL. 

HE LIKES 
COMIC BOOKS? 



CHAPTER 4 
RAINING CATS 

IF | KNEW IT WOULD BE 
RAINING HUMANS, | 

WOULD HAVE BROUGHT } 
AN UMBRELLA! 



THERE ARE PROBABLY WORSE THINGS THAN LOSING 

YOUR BEST FRIEND, BUT! CAN'T THINK OF ANY. 

DON’T SCRATCH! 
DON’T SCRATCH! 
DON'T SCRATCH! 

CKEN POX 

(GROSS BUT NOT WORSE) (ITCHY BUT NOT WORSE) 

ALIEN ABDUCTION 
(WEIRD BUT NOT WORSE) 

IS IT CROWDED 
IN HERE, OR 

IS IT JUST ME? 

— HOMEWORK 
SARDINES (BUMMER BUT NOT WORSE) 

(EWW...STILL NOT WORSE) 



QUICKSAND 
(MESSY BUT NOT WORSE) GIANT PYTHONS 

(SCARY BUT NOT WORSE) 

GETTING CHASED BY A GHOST 
(CREEPY BUT NOT WORSE) 

REPORT CARD (eon. 

MATH . 
SCIENCE 

ENGLISH 
ART 
GYM 
BREATHING, 

FAILED REPORT CARD LOTS OF SPIDERS 
(BAD BUT NOT WORSE ) (ALMOST WORSE) 



| MIGHT AS WELL GET ABDUCTED BY ALIENS IF 
| DON’T HAVE A BEST FRIEND ANYMORE. 

THATS THE BEST | 
YOU COULD Do? 

SO 





A FEW WEEKS LATER IN A VERY SMILEY GIRL SAT 

SCIENCE CLASS... NEXT TO ME. TOO SMILEY. 

Ye ; y ig é By Ais \! " A D Vay". ; : N 
‘ Bs ~~ 2) f Ss | SH 

OKAY CLASS, 

TODAY WE WILL BE 
DISSECTING FROGS. 

AND YOUR 
NEIGHBOR IS YOUR 
LAB PARTNER! 

$2. 



HI! I’M MILLIE! 
I'M VERY GOOD AT 

SCIENCEANDSCHOOL} 
IN GENERAL. 

| HAVE A VERY WEAK STOMACH AND 

AM ALLERGIC TO MOST AMPHIBIANS. 

ALSO, MY MOM SAID | DON'T HAVE TO 

DO ANYTHING | DON'T WANT TO DO, 

SO IT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE GOING TO 

BE DOING MOST OF THE WORK. HAVE 
| MENTIONED THAT I’M GOOD AT 

EVERYTHING? YOU NAME IT, AND I’M 

GREAT AT IT. ASK ANYONE AND 
THEY’LL TELL YOU HOW GREAT! AM, 

IN CASE YOU CAN'T TELL ALREADY, 

BUT | KNOW YOU CAN. 

oS 



HERE’S 
YOUR FROG. 

PRETTY MUCH THE LAST 

THING | WANT TO HEAR 
TODAY IS “HERE'S 

YOUR FROG.” 

DON'T WORRY, IT’S 
A SIMULATED FROG. 
THEY’RE MADE OUT 

OF JEEL—O- 

SOUNDS 

Lea hie a FAMILIAR. 
DON’T HAVE 

MUCH OF A LIFE. 

*POKE* 

¥JGOLe* 
i 

vt 

S4 



MY MOM WAS PRETTY UPSET 
ABOUT US DISSECTING REAL 

FROGS, SO SHE MADE THEM 
OUT OF JELL—O. BUT THERE 

WAS ONE PROBLEM... 

SS 



No 
RN 

- 
~ 

LIME ORANGE STRAWBERRY—-BANANA 

i a! 
LEMON TROPICAL FUSION 

Me 

7D 

THE STORE RAN OUT OF LIME 
JELL-O, SO MY MOM HAD TO 
MAKE THEM ALL OUT OF 

DIFFERENT FLAVORS, WHICH 
WAS WEIRD, BUT AT LEAST 

THEY SMELLED PRETTY GOOD. 

S¢ 



| DON'T CARE IF ITS MADE 
OUT OF JELL-O, I’M STILL / 

NOT TOUCHING IT. 
HURRY UP, 
NANCY! 

| WAS TOO BUSY DOODLING TO EVEN THINK ABOUT CUTTING 
INTO THE FROG, EVEN IF IT WAS MADE OUT OF JELL-O. 

THIS FROG HAS MORE 
OF A SOCIAL LIFE 

THAN | DO. 

SI 



ITS BAD ENOUGH THAT I’M BEING PUBLICLY HUMILIATED BY LILY, 

AND NOW | HAVE MILLIE FLATBOTTOM AS A LAB PARTNER. 

Pores ee 
S>(LIKE FLYPAPER) E> 

Vv 

esi) 

H et? 

v= THINKS SHE’S 
BETTER THAN 
EVERYONE ELSE 

“NS 
(NELLIE) 

(NAOMI) 

(NANCY) SHE'S NOTA 
(NINCOMPOOP) CHEERLEADER, SHE JUST 

LIKES THE “M” FOR 
“MILLIE” a 

AND 

EATS THE CREAM 
OUT OF OREOS AND PUTS 

THE COOKIE BACK 
TOGETHER, 



ARE YOU GOING TO DO 
THIS OR WHAT? 

| THINK THIS ONE IS 
STRAWBERRY—BANANA... ] 

YOU'RE THE SF i sHOULDHAVE 
WORSTLAB | | s YOU FIRED! 

PARTNER EVER! 

| DESERVE BETTER 
THAN THIS! 

S? 



A LIME FROG HIT MILLIE 
INTHE FACE. 

soa a 

: oe eu 

Nis alo We i 

_..AND CHAOS BROKE OUT, LEAVING JUICY, SQUISHY, 
FRUIT—FLAVORED JELL-O FROGS EVERYWHERE. 

(Ae) 



~ THAT'S ENOUGH! 
EXPERIMENT 

él 



R. KELLY WAS PRETTY UPSET. AND HE WAS ABOUT TO GET 

i piace — — EVEN MORE UPSET. 

THE GIRL WITH HAIR IN HER FACE ACCIDENTALLY 

CUT INTO HIS PRIZE MUSKMELON. 

pe | 

| THINK | 
FOUND THE 

62. 



63 



Bae 5 Oe eases 17 1 PT 

ae =] DID YOU 
THAT WAS Se ~=—COHEAR SO 

CRAZY ABOUT [7 |} — \SOMETHING? 
THE FROGS, |, I) ae 

LILY CONTINUED TO IGNORE ME. 

WHY WERE YOU 
HA! WHAT EVEN FRIENDS 
ALOSER! [iy WITH HER 

= E 

64 



| AM SO LONELY WITOUT LILY. 

cs 



LATER IN ENGLISH CLASS, ZOE COULD TELL | WAS UPSET. 

WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 

IGNORE HER 
BACK. 

BUT SHE’S 

MY BEST FRIEND. 

GG 



| THINK YOU NEED TO LOOK 
UP “FRIEND” IN THE 

DICTIONARY. 

| KNOW ZOE 
MEANS WELL. 

| BEFORE £ THEREISA 
EXCEPT AFTER C | = ae STATEWIDE STORY 

i (EXCEPT FOR CONTEST, AND | 
| THE EXCEPTIONS) ENCOURAGE ANYONE 
—— : WHO IS INTERESTED 

TO ENTER! 



| THOUGHT IT SOUNDED PRETTY i 
COOL UNTIL LILY CHIMED IN. SOUNDS LIKE 

A NERD FEST. 

| CAN'T KEEP DOING 
NERDY THINGS IF 
| WANT TO GET 
LILY BACK. 

c& 



C7 



ANYBODY 
EVER TELL 
YOU YOU'RE 

70 



NATALIE IS 
A DOGGGG! 
NATALIE IS 
A DOGGGG! 

= $
6
 

B
E
S
 

t
i
 

ra
ne
) 

s
u
 

(©
) 

=
 

WOOF! 

7/ 



AND THAT’S HOW | MET SHAWN DREARY, 

WHO WOULD BARK AT ME ANY CHANCE HE'D GET. 

EYEBROWS STUCK 
ON “M EAN” 

NEVER WASHES 
HIS GYM CLOTHES 

pont eke 

EATS PEANUT 
BUTTER AND HAM I'VE NEVER SEEN 

SANDWICHES HIM READ ANY 
BOOKS. HOW CAN 

YOU TRUST A GUY 
LIKE THAT ? 



THAT'S MY 

C’MON 
BOOPSIE, 

BOOPSIE? 

Ue) 



SHAWN’S RIGHT! 
1AMA DOG! AND A 
LOSER! NO WONDER 

LILY DOESN'T WANT TO 
BE FRIENDS WITH ME! 

WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH BEING 

YOU'RE A BIGGER 
BULLY TO YOURSELF 
THAN ANY OF THOSE 

REOPEE. 

74 



NOT THAT 
| CAN BLAME 

7S 



| HAVE TO 
FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO GET *Y) 
LILY BACK. 

76 



WHEN THEY SAID, 

“LET'S GET A CONE,” | 

THOUGHT THEY MEANT 

SOMETHING ELSE. 



(NDI EO pe AE GES 

q OPERATION: GETLILY BACK 
PRA ODI PI I OO SSDS SPP WV 

GET COOLERS 
BAG 

ACT COOLER) 
» OVERALL 



BECOME 
A CHEERLEADER 



SEE YOU LATER 
AT FIELD HOCKEY? 



PDQIOQYOaO OODLE ADA RO GY PAD 

OPERATION: GET LILY BACK 

HEY, LILY! | DID ALL 
YOUR HOMEWORK FOR 
THE YEAR AND GOT You 

PRESENTS, JUST LIKE 

YOU ASKED. 

AFTER THIS, ILL 
GO CLEAN YOUR 

I'M SO GLAD 
WE'RE BEST 

FRIENDS AGAIN! 



| STARTED “OPERATION GET LILY BACK” BY TRYING TO LOOK COOLER. 

THE MODEL ON THE COVER OF MY MOM’S MAGAZINE HAD A REALLY 

COOL HAT. | WAS SURE IF | HAD A HAT LIKE THAT, I’D LOOK COOL, TOO. 

| BEGGED MY MOM FOR AN 
ADVANCE ON MY BIRTHDAY 

SHE AGREED, AND WE WENT TO 
THE MALL SO | COULD FIND THE 

PERFECT HAT. 
Fa 

82. 



¢ —_ % ‘ - a . Pt 4 4 - 
4 s + y aft ae . a ot eee ow, 

ees 8 TRIEDONALL KINDS OF HATS» 4. ¥") 2 88 
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YOU CAN'T GET ANY MORE GLAMOROUS THAN THIS! 

| CAN'T WAIT TO WEAR 
THIS TO SCHOOL 

TOMORROW! | LOOK 
COOLER ALREADY! 

(OH, YOU WERE | 
| LICKING YOUR 
\. PAW, Too? 

84 



THANKFULLY, | ONLY 
HAVE TO WEAR THIS 

FOR A DAY. 
BOUNCE 

8S 



THE NEXT DAY AT SCHOOL, | WAITED BY MY LOCKER. 

IN MY NEW HAT FOR LILY TO SHOW UP. 

HAHAHA! 

YOU LOOK 
LIKE A LAWN 

GNOME! 

8C 



87 



Be iS 
< 
of 

u 
fr 

uw 

eee 

Ee 

Oo 

as WNW << Ee 

Es 
fe fas 

88 



CUPID STRIKES 
AGAIN 



| HAD A HARD TIME LOOKING COOL IN MATH CLASS WHEN 

MR. SAKE CALLED ME TO LEAVE CLASS EARLY. 

ALL ALP*¥ 

STUDENTS, IT'S IF THINGS 
MA Mee DON’T ADD uP 

is 
YOU MIGHT 
NEED A 

MATH TUTOR 

* ADVANCED LEARNING 

PROGRAM 

BONJOUR! 

LANGUAGES 

COMPUTER. 
PROGRAMMING 

STUDY IN CARTOONING. 

90 



A FEW OTHER STUDENTS BUT | FEEL LIKE EVERYONE 
LEAVE, TOO. IS STARING AT ME. 

LILY DOESN'T THINK IT’S COOL... 

| we f 

YOU'RE IN ALP? 
EWWW! THAT’S 
SO NERDY! 

q 



I'M SO EXCITED TO SEE DEREK LEAVE FOR ALP, TOO. 

Set 
} Hes. GiSBoRNC 

FOR DETALS 

MAYBE NOW I’LL HAVE A CHANCE TO TALK TO HIM. 

92. 



WHAT’S UP, 
DEREK? 

7 WHO'S YOUR 
FAVORITE 

SUPERHERO? 

7 So...DID You 
| GET THE MATH 

\ HOMEWORK? 

93 



WHAT CAN | SAY 70 
HIM? | HAVE TO THINK 

OF SOMETHING BEFORE 
Ine SELLS: 

4 



THE MORE | GET TO KNOW DEREK, THE BIGGER. MY CRUSH GETS... 

4 FLIRT—CANCELING 
HEADPHONES 

LISTENS TO 

COOL MUSIC 

pak iy wy Fis 

= ONLY EATS 
GRAPESIF y) 

THEY'RE PEELED }/ 



WHY DONT YOU COME TO 
BALLROOM DANCING 

WITH ME? 

ZOE WAITED FOR ME 
AFTER CLASS. 

DEREK?? | MEAN, 
DEREK? SO...? 

ITS SO OBVIOUS YOU 
LIKE HIM! ITS WRITTEN 
ALL OVER YOUR FACE. 

9G 



97 



ITLL BE 
FUN! GREAT! WE’LL 

PICK YOU UP! 

| WASN'T SURE ABOUT BALLROOM DANCING. BUT IF LILY WILL BE THERE, 

IT MUST BE COOL. MAYBE IT WILL MAKE ME COOLER TO BE THERE, TOO. 

— a : 

98 



CHAPTER 7 

| SHOULD WARN 

YOu, | HAVE FOUR, 
LEFT FEET. 

*SIGH*¥ 



THERE’S LILY } | FEEL LIKE SOMEONE 
AND ALEX AND 1 IS GOING TO ASK ME 

TO LEAVE: 

THIS IS MY | HOPE | DON'T 
CHANCE TO SAY ANYTHING 

TALK TO LILY... STUPID. 



HEY, LILY, ISN'T THIS 

AND THEN. \ | PLACE COOL?! CAN YOU 

SHE TOLD ME- BELIEVE HOW BIG THE 

COLUMNS ARE? 

GO AWAY, 
NATALIE. NO 

ONE IS TALKING 
TO YOU. 

10] 



SUDDENLY | FELT VERY SMALL . 

fix i 

ALL THE KIDS HAD TO LINE UP ON EITHER SIDE OF THE ROOM TO BE 

MATCHED UP WITH A PARTNER. | STOOD RIGHT ACROSS FROM DEREK. 

ITS AMAZING HOW \ 

EVERYONE ELSE IN THE 
ea DISAPPEARS... 

102. 



THE INSTRUCTOR KNEW WE'D | HAD A BAD FEELING ABOUT 
STAND NEAR THE PARTNER WE THIS. | WAS AFRAID TO LOOK... 

WANTED, SO SHE SAID: 

DIAGONAL 
FROM YOU! 

IT WAS WORSE THAN | THOUGHT. 
IT WAS HIM. SHAWN DREARY! 

vane 

IN THIS LESSON, 2 THIS WILL HELP 
YOU ARE GOING TO AGES WITH YOUR, 
DANCE WITH A ‘ 2 POISE AND 

BALLOON BETWEEN | gets) ; POSTURE. 
YOUR HEADS. ‘% 

103 



| DON'T KNOW WHICH WAS WORSE: GETTING IGNORED BY LILY 

OR. HAVING TO DANCE WITH SHAWN. | THINK IT’S A TIE. 

WOOF! 
WOOF! 

CAN'T YOU 
SAY ANTHING 

104 



LILY GOT TO DANCE WITH DEREK. ZOE GOT STUCK WITH ALEX. 

YOU'RE DOING 
IT WRONG! 

YOU REALLY NEED 
TO LOOSEN UP. 

10S 



BALLROOM DANCING WASN'T FUN...FOR ANYONE. AND I’M 

PRETTY SURE | DIDN'T GET ANY CLOSER TO GETTING LILY BACK. 

THIS ISA 
NIGHTMARE. 

THIS ISA 
NIGHTMARE. 

TELL ME 
THIS IS A ABOUTIT. 

THIS IS A NIGHTMARE. 
NIGHTMARE. 



CHAPTERS 
SING LIKE No ONE 
CAN HEAR YOu 



| CAN'T WAIT \f 
| HOPE | 

| 

‘f 

MAYBE IF LILY AND 

TOGETHER WE'LL BE FRIENDS AGAIN. 

108 



AUDITIONS TODAY! THANK YOU FOR, 
COMING TO THE 

AUDITION! 

THIS YEAR, INSTEAD EVERYONE WILL HAVE 
OF A PLAY, WE ARE A CHANCE TO TRY 
HAVING A SHOW OUT, BUT WE ONLY 
TUNE MEDLEY! HAVE A FEW LEADS. 

EVERYONE ELSE WILL MY LIFE IS A GIANT 
PARTICIPATE AS BACKUP Pie’ PARTICIPATION 
DANCERS, WHICH ARE AWARD. 
STILL VERY IMPORTANT. 

109 



*SNIFE* ALEX, THAT 

WAS WONDERFUL! 

No 

IF MRS. BELLEVILLE GUSHES 
ANY MORE ABOUT ALEX, HER 
HEAD IS GOING TO EXPLODE. , 

MRS. BELLEVILLE 
OR ALEX? 



LILY WAS SO GOOD SHE GOT A STANDING OVATION, AND SOMEONE 
THREW FLOWERS ONSTAGE DURING HER AUDITION! 

THE GIRL WITH HAIR. IN HER FACE | | AHEM! NEXT UP, 
COULDN'T FIND THE MICROPHONE WE HAVE NATALIE! 

AND SANG INTO A MOP. 

JINGLE BELLS, 
BATMAN SMELLS, 

ROBIN LAID AN EGG... 

MI 



‘LL PROBABLY 
BREAK BOTH 

THE ONLY SONG | KNOW ALL THE WORDS TO IS “HAPPY BIRTHDAY,” 

BUT | USUALLY SING IT WITH A WHOLE GROUP OF PEOPLE AND CAN 

GET AWAY WITH MOUTHING THE WORDS LIKE | DO IN CHORUS. 

NZ 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOOOOU...HAPPYYY 
BIRTHDAY 70 YO000U... 
HAPPYY BIRTHDAY 

SIDES? 

=o 

| UH... SANTA CLAUS, 
WAIT, WHO'S ) | 4d HAPPYYY BIRTHDAY 

BIRTHDAY IS IT? ¢ =F |} \ 70 YO000000000U!! eee 

— 

STE 

3 



WHY DID | 
SAY THAT? 

DOES HE 
EVEN HAVE 
A BIRTHDAY? 

4 



AND THEN THE WHOLE ROOM 
BROKE OUT IN LAUGHTER. | DON'T 

KNOW WHICH WAS WORSE. 

| FIRST THERE WERE CRICKETS. | 

ZOE STOOD UP AND CLAPPED FOR WELL, SO DID THE GIRL WITH 

ME, BUT SHE WAS THE ONLY ONE. HAIR IN HER FACE, BUT SHE 
a Ee CLAPPED FOR EVERYONE. 

| WANTED TO CRAWL INTO A HOLE. 

NS 



ZOE AND | GOT TO BE BACKUP 

DANCING ANIMALS. 

MRS. BELLEVILLE ASKED 
ME TO BE A PARROT. 

Ne 

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE 
WONDERFUL AUDITIONS! 
ALEX AND LILY, YOU’LL 

TAKE THE LEADS! 

THE GIRL WITH HAIR IN HER 
FACE GOT TO BE A TREE. 

THAT’S GOING TO BE 
A FUN COSTUME 

TO MAKE! 



CHAPTER 9 
COSTUMES, - 
PLEASE 



| WAS SO EXCITED TO DESIGN MY PARROT COSTUME! 

BLUE, RED, AND YELLOW FEATHERS SEWN ON TO A BLACK LEOTARD, 
HAT WITH DETACHABLE BEAK, ORANGE TIGHTS, AND SNEAKERS 

18 



| HELPED ZOE DESIGN HER PENGUIN COSTUME, TOO. 

BLACK PANTS, BLACK SHIRT, WHITE BIB, 
WHITE HAT, ORANGE BEAK, AND SNEAKERS 

NF 



A FEW WEEKS LATER, ZOE CAME OVER AFTER 

SCHOOL TO WORK ON OUR COSTUMES. 

HERE'S A 
COSTUME DESIGN 

| MADE FOR YOu! 

THANKS, NATALIE, 
THIS IS AMAZING! 

| LOVE IT! 

12.0 



ALL | NEED NOW ARE BLACK 
CLOTHES, A WHITE BIB, 

AND A WADDLE. 

~/ HOW MANY 
THANKS FOR HELPING FEATHERS ABOUT 
ME WITH MY WINGS! ARE LEFT? /\ 6 MILLION... 

WHAT ARE YOU GOING 
TO DO FOR MAKEUP? 

121 



| FOUND THESE PAINT PENS IN 

THE GARAGE. THEY WILL BE 

PERFECT FOR MY FACE PAINT! 

ARE YOU SURE YOU 
CAN USE THOSE ON | 

YOUR FACE? 

122. 



DO YOU THINK WHAT DO YOU 
LILY WILL LIKE CARE WHAT 
MY COSTUME? SHE THINKS? 

5 WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO BE WE'RE BEST 
SENS FRIENDS WITH SOMEONE WHO 

i IS SO MEAN To YOu? 

SHE WASN'T 
ALWAYS MEAN 

123 



C'MON, HONEY, HAS 
SHE EVER REALLY 
BEEN NICE TO YOU? 

ZOE THINKS 
LILY IS MEAN 

TO ME. 

BEST CAT 
TOY EVER! 

124 



THIS 
NEXT JOKE IS 

HISSTERICAL ... 



I'D BETTER BRING 
SOME GLUE IN CASE 
| LOSE A FEATHER. 

26 



OH, NO! THE 
FLOWER BROKE 

| SHOULD LOSE 

THE GLASSES. 



MUCH MORE 
BIRDLIKE WITHOUT 

WHAT ARE : aioe 
YOU DOING? 1/ PRACTICING MY 1 EVERYONE! 

BIRD FACE...IT'S 

CAN YOU SEE OK 
WITHOUT YOUR 
GLASSES? 

128 . 
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LILY! WHAT 

DO YOU THINK OF 
HEY, 

MY COSTUME? 

YOU LOOK LIKE 
A DORK TO ME. ‘MA 

PARROT! 

130 



I'M NEEDED 
ONSTAGE. 

LILY AND ALEX SANG THE OPENING SONG... 

SS 

WG i 

13] 



SHAWN WAS DRESSED ... AND INSISTED ON 
AS A ROCK... SITNNG BEHIND ME. 

DEREK WAS AN ADORABLE ae THIS IS SO 
ROG, BUT HE DIDNT THINK SO. “= EMBARRASSING! 

HOW AM | SUPPOSED 
TODANCEIN 
FLIPPERS? 

132. 



AND THE GIRL WITH HAIR. IN HER FACE HAD 
A HARD TIME MOVING AROUND AS A TREE. 

DO TREES 
EVEN DANCE? 

133 



WE WAITED FOR OUR CUE. 

MAYBE | SHOULD 
HAVE WORN MY 

GLASSES. 

PLACES, 
EVERYONE! 

134 
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THAT WAS THE 

ARE YOU BEST THING TO 

KIDDING? HAPPEN IN THE 
ENTIRE SHOW! 

139 



AND WE TOOK THE 
SPOTLIGHT OFF ALEX 

AND LILY FORA 
CHANGE. 

THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON! 

'D BETTER PUT \ 
MY GLASSES 
BACK ON! 

5 SEO / 7, 

if 

+ ‘ 

140 



AND THAT'S HOW | MET “THE GIRL WITH 
HAIR IN HER. FACE,” ALSO KNOWN AS FLO. 

IS VERY MYSTERIOUS | 
> BECAUSESHEHAS ~— | 
v HAIR COVERING - ii 

> BOTH OFHER EYES 

| GOTATUTUAT KE 
> AFUN RUN AND °: 
WEARS ITAS MUCH q: . 

AS POSSIBLE 4 

THE ONLY PERSON! 9 2d 
KNOW WHO ACTUALLY 

LIKES ANCHOVIES 

(BLECH!) 



LILY AND ALEX SANG THE ENCORE AND BOWED. 

CLAP CLAP 

~<a 
vse a > 

ad ae FAL 

Pp CLAP 
142. 



LILY AND ALEX GOT AND | GOT A BOUQUET 
BOUQUETS OF FLOWERS... OF FEATHERS. 

MRS. GiSBoRNE 
FOR DETAILS 

143 



HOPEFULLY IT 

WILL FADE BY 
TOMORROW. 

4444 
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NATALIE HAS 
A BIRD FACE! 
NATALIE HAS 
A BIRD FACE! 

146 



CHAPTER 11 
OM°eKE AND MIRRORS 

MIRROR, MIRROR, 
ON THE WALL, 
WHO'S THE... 

DON'T WORRY, 
YOU'RE 

PURRFECT! 



MAYBE NO ONE 
WILL NOTICE... THIS WILL 

COVER IT UP. 

148 



ARE YOU 
THAT COLD? 

MY FACE 
PAINT DIDN'T 
COME OFF. 

OH, THAT’S 

| GUESS YOU'LL 
NEVER FORGET THIS 
SCHOOL PHOTO... 

149 



OUT ROBBING *SIGH*¥ 
BANKS? 

SHAWN LOOKED MILLIE WORE 

MEAN. A TIARA. 



DEREK LOOKED DREAMY! 

FLO WORE HER TREE AND | LOOKED 
COSTUME BECAUSE SHE LIKE | ROBBED 

LIKED ITSO MUCH. A SKI SLOPE. 

ISI 



LATER AT LUNCH... 

WHAT DO 

THAT CLASS PHOTO'S 
GOING TO SHOW EVERYONE |” 
HOW BIG OF A DORK | AM! 

HEY, DON'T TALK 
ABOUT MY FRIEND 

THAT WAY! 

iTS JUSTA 
Cite FACE 

IT MAKES 

YOU UNIQUE. 

ISZ 



YOU LOOKED 

HAHA! | 
pe aye KNEW YOU 
aes LIKED HIM! 

IS3 



ARE YOU GUYS 
ENTERING THE 

STORY CONTEST? 

| DON'T NEED TO LOOK WHY DO YOU CARE 

LIKE ANY MORE OFA WHAT PEOPLE THINK? 

LOSER THAN | AM. Z 

IS4 



I'M TRYING TO GET LILY 
BACK, AND SHE THINKS 

ITS NERDY. 

BUT LILY 
ISN'T EVEN 

NICE TO YOu. 

BESIDES, YOU 
HAVE SOME 
PRETTY COOL 
FRIENDS RIGHT 

HERE! 

ISS 



MAYBE YOU SHOULD FOCUS 

ON WHO YOU ARE INSTEAD 
OF WHO YOU AREN'T. 

WE'D BETTER 
GET TO 

ENGLISH! 

ISG 





THE TOPIC 
IS “A DAY IN 
THE LIFE.” 

NEXT WEEK WE'RE DOING A 
CREATIVE WRITING EXERCISE, FIND YOUR Volle 

AND IT MUST BE DONE STORY ConTesT 
IN CLASS. re see 

FoR peTtALs 

IN THE MEANTIME, THINK 
ABOUT HOW YOU WILL 

EXPRESS YOURSELF... AN 
ESSAY, A SONG, A HAIKU... 

| CAN'T WAIT TO 

SEE WHAT YOU 
COME UP WITH! 

IS8 



BUT ALL | COULD THINK ABOUT 
WAS HOW TO GET DEREK'S 

EVERY TIME | LOOK OVER AT 
HIM HE LOOKS AWAY. 

OH! MAYBE 
HE LOOKS ITS MY HAT! 

EMBARRASSED. ms 

OK, NOW I’M 
EMBARRASSED. 

IS? 



THE WINNER GETS TO 
SHARE THEIR WORK 
WITH THE ENTIRE 

SCHOOL! 

AND DON’T 
FORGET ABOUT 
THE STATEWIDE 
STORY CONTEST! 

| THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT FLO 
SAID AT LUNCH. 

MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD FOCUS 

ON WHO YOU ARE 
INSTEAD OF WHO 

YOU ARENT. 

AND GETS A SPECIAL 
TRIP TOTHE STATE 

CAPITAL! 

I'VE SPENT SO MUCH TIME ... THAT | NEVER THINK ABOUT 
THINKING ABOUT WHAT WHAT! AM GOOD AT... 

I'M NOT GOOD AT... 

1cO 



WAIT! THERE IS 

SOMETHING I’M GOOD AT. 

I'LL DRAW THE CREATIVE 
WRITING EXERCISE! 

E 
Pay 

1G] 
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CHAPTER 13 
ABOUT TiME 

HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU 

BEEN ASLEEP? 

NOT LONG 
ENOUGH. 





| DIDN'T HAVE MUCH TIME, SO 1 WANTED TO BE 
SURE MY DESK WAS ALL SET UP. 

HELLO, CLASS, I’M MRS. GISBORNE IS OUT 
MR. DRIBBLE, YOUR, SICK, SO | WILL LEAD THE 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER. IN—CLASS ASSIGNMENT. 

YOU HAVE EXACTLY 
ONE HOUR... 



| HAVE TO WORK 
REALLY QUICKLY. 

AND I’M SO EXCITED 
ABOUT THE TOPIC. 

IM DRAWING “A DAY IN THE 4 | 
LIFE OF A FROG IF SHE WASN'T 

MADE OUT OF JELL-O.” 

(aoe 



| ALREADY HAD SKETCHES 
OF THE FROG FROM 
SCIENCE CLASS. 

IT’S SO MUCH FUN 
MAKING UP A STORY 

ABOUT HER. 

YIKES! ONLY 30 MINUTES 
LEFT! I’M NOT EVEN 
HALFWAY DONE! 

WHAT IF | DON’T 
FINISH IN TIME? 

{ youGoT | 
THIS! 

167 



WOW, MR. DRIBBLE 
FELL ASLEEP! 

NO WONDER HIS NAME 
IS MR. DRIBBLE. 

Now | JUST HAVE | 
52 TOCOLORITIN... 

ea / ey 
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170 



OKAY, CLASS, PUT YOUR MRS. GISBORNE WILL 

FINISHED WORK HERE ON THE REVIEW THEM WHEN SHE 

DESK ON YOUR, WAY OUT. RETURNS TOMORROW. 

171 



AND AMAZING THAT 
YOU DID ALL OF 
THAT IN CLASS! WOW! THAT’S 

SO COOL! 

YOU'RE 
REALLY GOOD 
AT DRAWING! 

172. 



| THOUGHT ALEX WAS | CAN'T BELIEVE THERE'S 
GOOD AT EVERYTHING. SOMETHING SHE’S 

NOT GOOD AT... 

IT WAS FUN! | CAN'T WAIT 
TO SHOW MRS. GISBORNE. | WROTE A HAIKU ABOUT 

BELLY BUTTON LINT! 

HOW ‘BOUT 
YOU GUYS? 

173 



DID YOU GET 
IT ALL DONE? 

| ONLY GOT TO “NAT” 

WHEN MR. DRIBBLE 

YELLED PENCILS DOWN! 

F | WROTE ABOUT 

A GIRAFFE WHO 

LOVES FLOWERS. 

| CAN'T 
WAIT TO HEAR 
WHAT YOU 
WROTE! 

ALMOST. | 
DIDN’T FINISH 
SIGNING MY 

NAME. 

MAYBE THAT'S 
YOUR NEW 
PEN NAME! 

174 



YOU'RE 
REALLY GOOD 
AT DRAWING! 

ALEX CAN CHANGE YOUR 
ENTIRE SOCIAL STATUS 

JUST BY TALKING TO YOU! 

I7S 
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ta - LCOULDN'TWAIT TO GO TO SCHOOL THE NEXT = 
Caen DAY TO SHARE MY STORY WITH THE CLASS. 
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CHAPTER 14 
WHAT’S THE STORY? 



THE NEXT DAY AT SCHOOL... 

ANY VOLUNTEERS WANT 
TO COME UP AND SHARE? 

178 

I'M SO EXCITED TO 
HEAR WHAT YOu 

CAME UP WITH! 

AHEM. | WROTE A 
HAIKU ABOUT BELLY 

BUTTON LINT. 



BELLY BUTTON LINT, 
| SEE YOU IN MY NAVEL. 
LIVING A SHORT LIFE. 

THAT WAS A PERFECTLY 
FORMED HAIKU, FLO! 

179 



| Y ESSAY 5 1S ABOUT TA DAY IN OF ME! 

Say OR 00. i BS SoMETHING 
AWESOM ~_— = THEN, AT 

| [AM 
~) SMART 

JT, ALL THE 

AFTER SCHOOL || 



181 



FOR MY IN—-CLASS ASSIGNMENT, 

| DREW A COMIC CALLED “A DAY IN 

THE LIFE OF A JELL—O FROG IF SHE 
WASN'T MADE OUT OF JELL-O.” 

182. 



NATALIE, CAN YOU 
PLEASE PUT THOSE 

ON THE TABLE SO WE 
CAN ALL SEE? 

183 



Retire 



THAT'S REALLY ) — | ff BUT HOw DID You 
WONDERFUL, , DO ALL THIS IN 
NATALIE. Aes ONE HOUR? ! ’ 

THE ASSIGNMENT 
WAS TO BE DONE 
DURING CLASS. 

YOU COULDNT HAVE 
FINISHED IT IN THAT 
AMOUNT OF TIME. 

oa 

b 
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I'M SO SORRY, ...[T’S NOT FAIR TO 

NATALIE THE OTHER STUDENTS. 

DONT CRY. 
DONT CRY. 

MRS. 
GISBORNE? 

186 



NATALIE DID 

DRAW HER 
COMIC IN CLASS. 

——— 

WHEN SHE. ~. 
WASN'T 

SCRATCHING | 
HER FLEAS. / 

ea, eet I 

mM 

\ 
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YOU 
DESERVE 
AN A! 

I'M SORRY 

| DOUBTED 

OKAY, CLASS, 
THAT’S ENOUGH 
FOR TODAY. 

NATALIE, WILL 

YOU STAY 
AFTER CLASS 
FOR A MINUTE? 

GREAT JOB, 
EVERYONE! 

188 



THIS COMIC WOULD 
BE GREAT FOR THE 
STORY CONTEST! 

YOU ONLY NEED AND | CAN 
A FEW MORE HELP YOU PUT IT 

PAGES... giiee \ TOGETHER. 

YOU NEED TO LET ME KNOW 
SOON. THE DEADLINE |S 

IN A FEW WEEKS! 

189 



SHOULD | ENTER 
THE BOOK CONTEST? 

| LOVED WORKING 
ON THE COMIC. 

WILL LILY THINK 
’M A NERD? 

' mize 
5 = DO 1 CARE? 

190 | 



CHAPTER 15 
WHAT’S ibe LUNCH? 

MYSTERY MEAT MYSTERY NUGGET 

TALK ABOUT 
A MYSTERY... 



192 



THIS IS WHAT 
I'VE BEEN 

WAITING FOR! 

NO ONE IS 
TALKING 

Biss 



A va YY 

WHY DO YOU 
CARE WHAT 

PEOPLE THINK? 

WHY WOULD YOU 
WANT TO BE FRIENDS 
WITH SOMEONE WHO 
IS SO MEAN TO YOU? 

FOCUS ON 
WHO YOU 
ARE. 

YOU HAVE SOME 
PRETTY GREAT 
FRIENDS RIGHT 

194 



...|’M SITTING 
WITH MY FRIENDS 
OVER THERE. / 

19S 



WHAT DID MRS. 
GISBORNE 

SHE THINKS | 
SHOULD ENTER 

THE STORY 
CONTEST. 

19¢ 



'D LIKE TO THANK THE 
ACADEMY FOR THROWING 

ME A BONE... 



| GOTTO WORK. 

I
f
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HOW TO MAKE A BOOK: 

DUCT TAPE 
IN A FUN COLOR 

je ( 

FOLD PAPER DOWN ( STAPLE PAGES ): 
THE MIDDLE _IN THE MIDDLE 

GLUE THE FIRST AND J. 
LAST PAGES TO THE [ 
CARD STOCKTO [| 
MAKE A COVER FOLD AND PUT DUCT }; 

TAPE ALONG LEFT 
4 EDGE FOR BINDING): 

S. HAVE FUN WRITING AND DRAWING YOUR BOOK! 

199 



THEN MRS. GISBORNE HELPED ME MAIL MY BOOK INTO 

THE CONTEST. WE PUT IT IN A BIG ENVELOPE WITH 

CARDBOARD AND EXTRA STAMPS. 



AND THEN | WAITED... 

ae SHUNO 6 
Td CHA 

PN 
‘ 

THIS TIME, 

I'M READY. 



HEY, NATALIE! 
DO YOU, UH, WANT 
TO CHECK OUT 
THESE COMICS? 



THE NEXT DAY IN ENGLISH CLASS... 

GOOD MORNING! 
| HAVE A VERY SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO MAKE! 

| HAVE THE RESULTS 

FOR THE STATEWIDE 
STORY CONTEST! 

OH PLEASE, PLEASE, 
PLEASE NOT ANOTHER 

PARTICIPATION 

203 



OUR VERY OWN... 
AND THE WINNER IS... 

204 





| WAS SO HAPPY | WAS SMILING 
pf naieie LIKE MILLIE FLATBOTTOM! 

1 CAT rl 

206 



| WENT TO THE STATE CAPITAL FOR THE AWARDS CEREMONY. 



We GOT OUR AWARDS AND TOOK PICTURES. 

ae THE CEO WAS Te 

| DIDN'T MIND HAVING MY PICTURE TAKEN. 
| DEFINITELY WANT A MEMORY OF TODAY! 

2.08 



MY FIRST PLACE TROPHY REALLY STOOD OUTIN. 
MYSEA OF PARTICIPATION AWARDS. 

ae 





YOU'LL LOVE THE 
NEXT ONE, I’M NOT 

EVEN KITTEN! 



THE NEXT DAY, MRS. GISBORNE ASKED ME TO PRESENT MY BOOK 

TO THE ENTIRE SIXTH GRADE. | WORE MY FAVORITE HAT. 

1 ee 

EVERYONE WAS ASKING 
ME QUESTIONS... WHERE DO 

— YOU GET 
YOUR IDEAS? 



THIS IDEA CAME 
FROM THE JELL-O 
FROG IN SCIENCE 

CEASS: 

WHAT KIND OF 
PEN DO YOU 

WHAT'S YOUR 
FAVORITE 

FLAVOR FROG? 

213 

IDEAS ARE EVERYWHERE. 
WHEN | GET ONE | PUT IT IN 

MY SKETCHBOOK. 

| LIKE COLORED 
PENCILS AND 
MARKERS. 

IT'S A TOSS—UP BETWEEN 
LIME AND TROPICAL 

FUSION. 



THAT WAS 
REALLY COOL, 

NATALIE! 

WHAT, ARE YOU 

GOING TO BARK 
AT ME, NOW? 

YEAH COOL 

BOOK, 
NATALIE. 

THAT WAS, LIKE, 
REALLY COOL 

AND STUFF. 

214 

MILLIE FLATBOTTOM 

GOT MY NAME RIGHT! 

NAH. DOGS CAN'T 
WRITE COMICS. 
THEY DON'T 

HAVE THUMBS. 



... 'M PRETTY SURE 
THE WEIRDEST PEOPLE 

AND EVEN HAVE THE MOST FUN. 

IF YOU DID... 



UGH. | THOUGHT 
LILY WAS OVER 
IT ALREADY. 

*SIGH* HERE 

WE GO AGAIN... 

21¢ 



earNatale, 

How are vou Lam fine. 

igratulations | | loved. 

217 



WHAT DID 
SHE SAY? 



IT'S NOT 
FROM LILY... 

I'M SMILING LIKE 
MILLIE FLATBOTTOM 

AGAIN! 

HE SAID 
“LOVED.” 

219 



| RACED ALL THE WAY HOME! 

220 



HE SAID “LOVED.” 

TWICE! 



OKAY, I’M 
OUTTA 

THINGS ARE 
LOOKING UP! / 

Daleks 



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A FROG IF 
SHE WASN'T MADE OUT OF JELL-O 

BY NATALIE MARIANO 





THE FROGS DIDNTDO MUCH || ...THE SCIENCE TEACHER ADDED 
EXCEPT JIGGLE UNTIL ONE DAY... TOO MUCH MAGICAL GROWTH 

ELIXIR, TO HIS MUSKMELON. 

THIS WILL BE 
THE WORLD'S 

BIGGEST MELON! 

THERE WAS AN EXPLOSION! MUSKMELON AND MAGICAL 
ELIXIR SPLASHED ALL OVER THE FROGS! 



THEY ALL BECAME REAL FROGS! 

STRAWBERRY—-BANANA 





BUT STRAWBERRY—-BANANA 
COULDNTT DO ANY OF THOSE 

THINGS. 

| WHOOPS 

i CANT DO ANY | 
OF THOSE 

pe peetemte 

SHE TRIED TO SING... 

AND SHE COULDN'T JUMP 
VERY FAR AT ALL. 

STRAWBERRY—-BANANA 
FELT SAD. 



RASPBERRY AND PEACH HOPPED OVER FOR A VISIT. 

| CAN'T SING. | CAN’T 
DANCE. AND | CAN'T 
JUMP VERY FAR. 



MAYBE YOU SHOULD 

FOCUS ON WHO YOU ARE 
INSTEAD OF WHO 

YOU ARENT. 

WHO AM |? WHAT 
CAN | Do? 

SHE FOUND OUTSHE COULD =| |_— AND ICE SKATE BACKWARD. 
RIDE A BIKE. 



AND SHE WAS HAVING SO MUCH FUN FIGURING 
OUT ALL THAT SHE COULD DO... 

WHAT’S BLACK 
AND WHITE AND 
RED ALL OVER? 



AND MAYBE WITH SOME PRACTICE, SOMEDAY SHE 

COULD DO THOSE OTHER THINGS, TOO! 





MAYBE A LOT 
OF PRACTICE. 



UNTIL THEN, SHE WAS HAPPY BEING HERSELF. 



MARIA SCRIVAN is an award-winning cartoonist, 

illustrator, and author based in Stamford, 

Connecticut. Her laugh-out-loud syndicated 
comic, Half Full, appears daily in newspapers 

nationwide and on gocomics.com. Maria licenses 

her work for greeting cards throughout the 
United States and United Kingdom, and her 

cartoons have also appeared in MAD Magazine, 
Parade, and many other publications. Visit 
Maria online at mariascrivan.com. 
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MAKING FRIENDS ISN’T EASY, BUT 
LOSING THEM IS EVEN HARDER! 

a 

Natalie has never felt that she’s enough -athletic 

enough, stylish enough, or talented enough. And on 

the first day of middle school, Natalie discovers that 

things are worse than she thought — now she's not even 

cool enough for her best friend, Lily! As Natalie tries 

to get her best friend back, she learns more about her 

true self and natural talents. If Natalie can focus on who 

she is rather than who she isn’t, then she might realize 

she’s more than enough, just the way she is. 
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